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PROC££DINttS  AND  DEBATES 


OP 


TriB  SENATE  OJP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  flBSStONOF  TR^  TWELFTH  CONORESS,  BE«UN  AT  TiafB  CKTV  OF 
WASHINOTONa  MON0AT,  NOTBMBER  4,  IftU. 


MoifDiT'NoVeinber,4. 1811. 

The  first  feeaioii  pf  the  Twcifih  Ckiogrets  com-' 
tteoeed  this  day  ftt  the  City  of  Wa^ington,  con- 
lermaUy  to  the  procUmatioa  of  the-  President  of 
4he  United  States,  of  the  24th  of  July  last,  and 
ihe  Seonte  assembled  in  their  Chamber. 
pRceBiiT  :^ 

Gborob  CLfNTON,  Yice  President  of  the  United 
-States  an4  President  of  the  Senate. 

Nicholas  Gilman  and  CsAaLEB  Cdtts,  from 
Wew  Hampshire. 

Cbaumcet  Goooricb  and  Samdj&l  W;  Dama, 
from  Connectiont.' 

Stbphcn  R.  Bhadlbv,  from  Vermont, 

JoBM  Smith  and  OBBoiABOBBMAK.rrom  New 
York. 

JdB;r  CoM^DiT  and  Jo&m  Lambkbt,  from  New 
Jersey.' 

AnnHHw  Gbboo  and  MiovABk  Lbi  9,  from  JPenn* 

OtrrnniiBinon  HoTOnTvfrom.D«lawere; 
SAMinL  SMtTB  nnd  Pbiuf^bbd,  from  Mary- 


WiLLtAii  B.  QiLfiff,  fnMn  Virftnta. 

Jbb8b  Fbakklin,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Qaillarb  and  Jobn  Tatlor,  from  Sooth 
Carolina.. ' 

William  H.  CftAWPORO  and  Charlb.8  Tait, 
from  Geor^a. 

John  Pope,  from  Kentucky.    ^ 

JoBEpn  Anderson,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  WoRTHiNdTON^  from  Ohio. 

GEOBoif  M.  Bibb,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of-the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  pn  Ihe  4th  dky  of  March 
,List(  usoRota  W.  CamfbbiX,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  Legifiature  of  the  Bute  of  Tennessee, 
in  piaee  of  Jbnkin  WBHTBiUBB,  resigned;  Jbrb- 
MiAS  B.  Howbll,  appoimed  a  Senator,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  eommenetng  on*  the  fourth  day 
of  Ifareh  last,  br  the  Legislatarf  of  the  Slate  of 
Rhode  Ishmdand  Providence  Plantations;  Joseph 
B.  Varbom,  appointed  a  Seoator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last;  respeetively  prodaced  their  creden- 


tials, Which  were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law  was  administered  to  them,  and  they  took 
their  seat^B  in  the  Senate.  ' 

The  oath  was  also  admifHsteeed  to  Messrs.  Com* 
DiT.  Crawford,  Giles,  Gilman.  and  Tatlob, 
their  credentials  having  been  read  and  filed  dni^ 
Jog  the  last  session. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Hoilan 
of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate 
is  assembled  and  teady  to*  proceed  to- business. 

Ruohed^  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  diir» 
ing  the  present  session,  with  three  such  newspn* 
pers  jprinled  in  any  of  the  States  as  he  bwt  ehoaaiL 
provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at  toe  usnal 
rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers;  and 
provided,  also,  that,  if  any  Senator  shall  choose 
to  take  any  newspapers  other  than^  daily  papers^ 
he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such  j[>apers  as 
shall  not  exceed  the  pribe  of  thre^  daily  papers* 

On  molioq  of  Mr.  Greoo, 

Heaolved.  That  the  Senate  wilL  to-morrow^  at 
twelve*  o'clock, '  proceed  to  a  cbpice  of  a  Dooi^ 
keeper,  :!^ho  shall  alsof  discharge  the  du^y  of  Ser- 
geani-at-Arms. 

Mr.  TATi.OB  piresented  the  memotial  of  Jesefb 
Wheatoo,  praying  remnnemifon  for  services  tes^ 
dered  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  wiFi 
and  eompensafion  for  losses  sustained  therein. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representalives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  ouorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  elected 
He^ry  Clav,  Esq*,  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  their  Speaker,  and 
.are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  ap- 
ppihted  a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly  with 
such  con^mittee  as  may  be  appointed  on  thejpart 
0/  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  or  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  thata  quorMatof 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and  rea^f  to  receive 
any  eommunieatioBs  that  Jie  "may  be  pAeased  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  their  part  agreeably  to  the  re- 
solution last  mentioned;  snd  Messrs.  Anobbsoii 
and  GAfLLARO  'were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  thte  adjonrned. 


11 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


12 


Sbnatb. 


PretidenVa  Annual  3fe9$age. 


NOTKHBEK,  1811. 


TvEBDAtX,  November  5. 

Richard  Bbent,  from  the  Stat?  of  Virginia, 
atteaded. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  itad  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  Presidtent  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  mak^  a  communis 
cation  to  the'  two  Houses  this  day,  at  twelve 
o'clock.  • 

On  motion,  by  Mr«  Lbib,  a  committee  i^as  ap» 
pointed  Ifi^r^eabty  to  the  forty-second  rule  for  con- 
ductine  business  in  the  Senate;  and,  Messrs. 
Leib,  FramkliNj  anflCuTTs,  were  appointed  lUe. 
cbntmittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr%  QrtMAil,  a  comit)itte«  wai 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  '22d  rule  for  eoqduct- 
ing  business  in  the  Senate ;  and  Messrs  Oilman. 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Bibb,  were  appointea 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  ^  Doorkeeper,  agreeably 
to  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  and  the  whole  nutn- 
ber  of  ballots  collected  was  27,  of  \diich  Mopn^- 
3 or  Bayly  had  20,  and  was  accordingly  elected, 
in  the  place  of  James  Mathers,  deceased. 

ANNUAL  ME89AGB. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  (^ifiTED  States  r 

.  FtUow-cUizena  ^f  the  Senate  -     - 

and  House  of  Bepreseniatities :  * 
I&  caUing  you  together  sooner  than  a  sepawtiofi 
'firom  yoar  bom«s  y^cfM  Merwise  have  keen  xe^oiredy 
I  yielded  io  coii«demtioiis  draws  firom  the  posture  of 
our  foreign  sdffiuxs;  and  in  fbdi^  the  present,  for  t^^e 
time  of  your  meeting,  regard  was  had  to  the  psobabil- 
ity  of  Aether  developments  of  the  policy  Of  the  bellig- 
erent Powers  towaras  this  country,  tybich  might  the 
more  unite  the  National  Cou&ciIb  in  the  measures  tb 
be  pursued. 
At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  Itwas  hoped 

"that  tiiesueeessive  confinhAtiOns  of  the  extinction  of  the 
Frendi  deereee,  so  Air  as  theynnblated  e\ir  neutral  eem- 
meroe,  would  have  induced  the  Gevelratnent  of<?reat 
BnfeHb  to  repeal  tli  Oidevs  in'Oe«xtcil«  a^d  Uiefeby 
.aulhorise  a  removal  of  the  existing  obstnictieina  io  her 
cowmeroe  with  the  United  States. 

Instead  of  this  reasonable  step  towards  sattsfaetion 
and  Driendship  between  the  two  natioos,  the  Orders 
were,  at  anioment  when  least  to  have  been  expected,, 
put  into  more  rigorous  execution;,  and. it  was-  eom- 
municated  through  the  British  Envoy  just  arrived,  thai, 
whilst  the  revocation  of  the  edicts  of  France,  as  officially 
made  known  to  the  British  Government,  was  denied 
to  have  ta^en  place,  it  was  an  indispensable  condition 
of  the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  that  commerce  should 
be  restored  to  a  footing  that  would  admit  the  prodno- 
lions  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  when  owned 

)  by  neutrals,  into  mariietr  shot  against  them  by  her  en- 

'  emy ;  tbe  United  States  being  given  to  undentand  that, 
in  the  mean  tii^e,  a  oontfnoanoe  of  their- non-imperta- 
tion  act  would  lead  to  measures  of  retaUatidn. 

At  a  later  date,  it  has  indeed  appeand  that  a  eom- 
munication  to  the  British  Governiyient,  of  fresh  evi- 
dence of  the  repeal  of  the.  French  decrees  against  oUr 
neutral  trade,  Was  followed  by  an  intimation  that  it  had 
bc(en  transmitted  to  the  British  Flenipotentiaiy  here. 


in  order  that  it  might  receive  full  consideration  in  Ihe 
depending  ^iscuesions.  This  comraunicatioa  appears 
not  to  ha?e  been  received;  but  the  transmiision  of  it 
hilbefte,  instead  of  ftubding  en  it  an  actual  repeal  of 
the  orders^  or  assurances  that  the  re^Mal  would  ensne, 
will  not  'permit  us  to  rely  on  any  e%etive  change  in 
the  British  Cabinet.  To  be  ready  to  meet  with  cordi- 
ality satisfactory  proofr  of  such  a  change,  and  to  pro- 
ceed, in  t&e  mean  time,  in  adapting  our  measures  to 
the  views  which  have  been  disclosed  through  that  Kin- 
]ster,>ill'bejrt  oonluft  o*  «i(ho(a  duty, 

In  the  fiiendly  spirit  of  those  disclosures,  indemnity 
and  redress  for  other  wrongs  have  continued  to  be 
witl^ald^  1^  our.  coasts^  and  the-meiiths  of  bw  hsi:* 
bors,  have  again  wittiessed  scenes  not  less  derogatory 
to  the  (leaiest  of  our  national  rights,  than  vexatious  to 
the  regular  course  of  our  trade. 

Among  the  occurrences  produced  by  the  conduct  of 
British  ships  of  war  hovering  on  our  ooasts,  was  an 
encounter  between  one  of  them  and  the  American  6ig* 
ate  commanded  hj  Captain  Ro^rs,  rendered  Unavoid- 
able on  the  part  of  tiie  latter,  oy  a  fii^,  copimenceid 
without  osope,  by  the  Ibrmeor;- whose  commander  ia 
Iherefoee  alone  chaigeaUe  with  the  Mood  nolbktiinatflly 
shad  an-maintsiniug  the  hftnor  of  the  American  ilag. 
The  pvoceediligs  of  a  court  o€  inquiiy,  iw|uei*ed  ^r 
Captain  Rodgenb  aie  eenuminieated»  together  with  thle 
correspondenoe  relating  to  the  occurrence  between  the 
8cCret«ry  of  State  aild  His  Biitannic  Majesty's  Envoy. 
To  these  are  added  the  several  conrerooadences  which 
have  passed.  On  the  subject  of  -  the  British  Orders  in 
Coundl ;  and  to  both,  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  Floridas,  in  which  Congress  will  be  made  acquuht- 
M  wHh  the  interporition  which  the  Government  of 
Great.Britain  has.thought'  proper  to  make  against  tin 
proceeding  «f  the  Uindted  States. 

The  Jnsltoe  and  ^uirheis  which  have.boeii  evioeed 
on  the  part  of  the  Untied  States  towards  France,  both 
-before  and  ainee  UleiWvtfcatiOn  of 'her  decfees^'Sudior^ 
ixed  an  expectation  that  her  Government  would  haVe 
fottsWed  up  <hit  meaenve  by  aH  each  Mart  as  were 
due  (o-  our  reasonable  claims,  as  well  as  dictated  by  its 
amicable  ymbttdoB^  No  praoi;  liow#var,ie  jrel  given 
ef  etk inAentiott to  npaia ihe  other wiengs ^ooe lathe 
United  States,  and  particulariy  to  restore  the  assii 
amount  of  Asneriean  pat^rtyseiaed  andoondedhed 
uniler  edicts  whieh|-  thOQgh  not  afieotiag  our  nantral 
relatiibns,  and  therefore  not  entering  into  qitesliona  bo» 
tween  the  United  States  and  other  belligerents,  were, 
nevertheless,  |bi|nded  in  such  unjust  principles  that 


inciples 
ana  ams 


the  reparation  ought  to  have  been  prompt  and^  ample. 

In  additicm  to  this  and  other  demands  of  strict  right 
on  that  nation,  the  United  States  have  mUch  reason  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  rigorous  and  unexpected  re- 
strictions to  which  their  trade  with  the  French  domin- 
ions has  been  subjected  {  and  which,  if  not  discontin- 
ued,  win  require  at  least  corresponding  restrictions  on 
imnsrtations  from  Prance  into  the  United  States. 

On  all  tiiose  subjects,  ocnr  Mihister  Plenipolenliary,. 
laeriy  aent  to  Paris,  has  carried  with  him  the  neceisafv 
inatriictiona;  the  result  of  which  WiH  be  oommuni- 
oated  to  yon,  and  by  faseertsining  the  ulterior  peNcy  «f 
the  French  Ge^ienmient  towards  the  United  States,, 
will  enable  yoa  to  adapt  to  it  Uiat  of  the  United  States 
towardi  France* 

Our  oth^r  foreign  relations  remain  without  «n&vof> 
able  changes.  With  Hnssia  they  are  on  the  best  foot- 
ing of  friendship.,  l^he  porto  of  Sweden  have  ajQEbrded 
proofs  of  friendly  dispositions  towards  our  commereo 
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.Pre9idenf$  AnmuU  Message. 


SeHAiTI* 


In  th0  Comidli  of' Hutt  f^tioi|  also.  And tlie  inlbraKi- 
tkm  -fhmi  oixr  tfpeeml  Miniater  to  Denmirk,  tEow*  that 
the  inisston  had  bean  attended  with  valnable  efl^ets  tb 
car  cit!senfl,.w)ioa0' property  ha4  bee*  «t>  extenaheW 
Ywlatod  and  endangered  by  crQiaeri  under  the  Dsnlm 
iflag.    X      ' 

Under  the  omtnoua  indieatloAa  Which'  oommanded 
lirtention,  it  became  a  duty  to  exeit  the  meani  com* 
fnitted  to  the  ExecnttTe  department  in  providing  fyt 
the  generri  a^Mniritj^.  Th^  works  of  defence  on  onr 
maritiine  ftohtier  have  aooordii^ly  been ,  pibeecttted 
with  ah  actiTily  leanng  little  to  be  added  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  most  iiQportant  onee ;  and,  aa  parried- 
larly  anit^  &r  co-operation  in  ^oiergeneiea,  a  portion 
of  the  gnnboata  have,  in  particular  'harbors,  beeij  or« 
dered  into  uae.  The  ihipa'ofwar  befdre  in  eonunis* 
aion,  with  the  addition  of  a  frigate,  have  been  chiefly 
emplpyed  aa  a  ovuiaing^  guavd  to  the  rii^ta  of  our  coast.. 
And  sucl^  a  diepoaition  has  been  made  of'oftr  Ifind 
forces,  aa  was  thought  to  promise  the  serviaes  most  ap- 
propriate ahd  important.  In  tiiis  disposition  is  fAeluded 
a  force,  cotwiBting  of  regulars  and  militia,  tembodied  in 
the  Indiana Teiritoryi  todmarcfaed  tawards eur  North- 
weatero  frontier.  Thib  measure  was. made  re^uisita 
by  th^  tfeverai  murders  and  deptedationscommittsd  by 
Indians,  but  more  eapedaUy  by  ^e  menaicing  preparo* 
tiona  and,  aspect  of  aiCombination  bf  them  on  tha  Wa- ' 
bash«vunder  the  mfluenee  and  diraeMou  ^f  a  fanatic  of 
the  Shawanese  tribe.  Yfiih  these  exceptions,  the  In- 
dian tribes  retail  their  peaaeable  dispositions  towards 
ua,  and  thatr  u^iial  p^rBuita• 

I  must  now  add.  that  the  period  is  arrived  which* 
daims  from  the  Legislfitive  guardians  of  the  national 
rights  a  system  of  more  ample  provimons  for  maintain- 
ing them.  Notwithstanding  the  scrupulous  justice, 
the  protiucted  moderstiott,  and  tile  muHipKed  Hfot'ts, 
e«i  the  part  of  the  Umtad  States,  to  subsntute-  for  the 
ncMmulatiAg  dan^s  t6  the  peaea  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, Mt  ihe  mutual  advantages  of  re-established  fHe^d- 
ahip  and  con^ettce^  wa-  have  aaen  thatt  the  Britbh' 
Cabinet  perseveres,  not  only  in  withholding  a'retoe^ 
far  ^tiiarwaoi|0a,«v  kMisr«fld  so  iMilty  calling  fer  it, 
k«t  in  Uw^oBecBtlao*  bronght  home  tor  the  thratliotd 
of  oar  taiiitofy»«fBiaaaafes  which*  nnder  existing  cir- 
canaatsMaaa)  haTO  tba  aharaetar,'  aSi  wali  aa  tha  vfbfcV 
of  w  on  onr  lawfiil  aaMmawah 

With  thia  evidence  of  hoslila  inflBJiibiltlgry  in  ftamp- 
ling  on  rights  Which  no  independent  nation  mu  rqjlin- 
^uiah.  Congress  will  &el  the  duty  of  pitting  tlw  tJni^ 
ted  States  into  an  arinot  and  an  attitude  demanded  by 
the  .crisis,  and  corresponding  wi^  the  national  spirit 
and  expectations! 

^  I  reeommend,  accordingly,  that  adequate  provision 
be  xnade  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  th^  enlist- 
ments of  the  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliaiy  force,  to 
be  engaged  fot  a  more  limited  term ;  for  the  acceptance 
of  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may^urt  a 
partieipation  in  urgent  services ;  fbr  detachments,  as 
they  ni^y  be  wanted,  of  pther  portions  of  the  militia ; 
andl  for  MMSfa  a  prepanctian  of  the  great  body  as  will 
proportion  its  usMfulncss  to  its  intrinsic  capaentie*.  Nor 
oan.tlwoecaaioA  ftSi  to  Mmiod  yoii  of  the  importance 
of  tboae.  mililaij  aainiDariea  whidi,  in  eve^  ctvaiit,  will 
form  m  valuable  aad  frugal  paM  of  our  MiUtaryiiatab^ 
lisbment. 

The  manufacturex>f  cannon  and  email  arms  has  paor 
ceeded  with  due  succe^;  and  the^tock  and  resources 
of  all  the.  necessary  munitions  are  adequate  to  emer- 
,  gencioi^  It  will  not  be  inexpedient,  however,  for  Con- 
gress to  authorize  an  enlaigement  of  them. 


.Yo«r  attention  will,  of  course,' be  drawn  to  such  pro* 
TisioBS  en  the  subject  of  eur  naval  force  aa  may  be  r^ 
Mired  for  the  servioes  to  which  it  may  be  best  adapted* 
I  subteit  to  Congfess'  Ihe  seasonabMess  also  ef  an  a«^ 
thorhy  td  augfoent  the  stock  of  such  materials  aa  are 
imperishable  in  their  nature  prmay  net  a^  onoe  be  a^ 
tatnWe, 

In' ootttevplttling  die  edenes  which'  distinguish  thfo 
memeiitous  cfoch,  and  eattmatSng  thev  elaiitis  to  our 
attention,  it  is  im'pesdble  to  overiook  these  developbig 
themselves  among  the  great  communities  which  ooo«- 
py  die  'Southern  portion  of  oujr  hemisphere^  and  extend 
into  onr  nel^borhood.  An  .enlarged  philanthropy, 
and  sal  enligbtoned  forecast,  concur  in  impoaing  on  the 
national  Ooundls  an  ebligatton  to  tpke  a-de^  inter- 
est in  Qieir  destinies,  to  c^rish  reciprocal  sMitiinenta 
of  good  will,  to  regard  the  jfrogress  of  events,  and  net 
to  be  unprepared 'for  whatever  order  of  things  may  be 
'  uhhnatBly  established. 

Under  anotliar  aspect  of  our  situationi  the.  eariy  at- 
tention of  Congress  will  beidtte  to  the  ^xpedi«icy  of 
forUMr  guards  lagainst  evasions-  and  infractions  of  onr 
rCommereial.  laws.'  >  The  praetioe  of  smuggling,  whidl 
i»  odious  toveiy  where,  and  pahioulaiiy  criminal  In  free 
Gov^menhh  where  the  l«irs  being  mode  by  all  for 
the  good  of  aJl,  a  fraud  is  committed  on  every  individw 
val  ^as'well  aa  on  the  State,  attains  its  uMnost  guilt 
when  it  blends,  vntk  a  pursuit  of  ignominious  gain,  a 
treacherous  subservienpy  in  the  tranagreasota  to  a  fbir^ 
eign  poiri^,  adverse  to  that  of  their  own  country.  It 
is  then  that  the  vinuous  indignation  of  the  public  should 
be.  enabled  to  manifest  itself  thiough  the  regul^  ani- 
madvt^nions  of  the  most  competent  laws* 

To  secww  greater  respect  to  auir  mercantile  flag,  and 
to  the  honest  interests  which  it  covers  it  is  expedient 
also  that  it  be' made  punishable  in  our  citizens  to  aeoept 
licenaes  from  foreign  Governments  for  a  trade  unlaw- 
foUy  interdicted  by  them'  to  other  American  citizens  ; 
or  to  trade  under  fabe  Oolong  or  pa^ai^  Of  any  sort. 

A  gmhibitien  is  equdly  called  fbf  against  the  ao- 
^eptanoe,  by  our  <:;itikenst  of  sptsdal  licenses  to  be  used 
in  a  trade  with  the  United  States.;*  and  ag^nst  the  ad- 
mission into  partlottlar  ports  of  the  United  States  of 
vessels  from  foreign  countries  authorized  to  trade  with 
particular  ports  only. 

Altliough  other  subjects*will  press  tnore  immediately 
on  your  deliberations,  a  portion  of  them  cannot  but  be 
well  bestowedon  the  just  ^and  aound  policy  of  securing 
to  our  itaanufoctures  the  success  they  have  attdned, 
"and  are  still  attaining,  in  some  degree,  under  the  im» 
pulse  of  causes  not  permanent;-  and  to  our  navigation 
the  four  extent  of  Which  it  is  at  present  abridged  by  th« 
unequal  regulations  of  foreign  Governments. 

Besides  the  reasonableness  of  saving  our  manufSiM* 
turers  from  sacrifices' which  a  change  <^  circumstances 
might  bring  on  them,  the  national  interest  requires 
.  that,  with  respect  to  each  srticles  at  least  as  betobg  to 
our  defonca  and  our  primary*  wants,  we  should  not  be 
left  in  unnecesary  dependence  on  extental  suppUea. 
And  whilst  foreign  Governments  adhere  to  the  exist- 
dng  discriminations  in  their'  ports  against  our  navi- 
gation, and  an  equality  or  lesser  discrimina^on  is  en^- 
joyed  by  their  navigation,  in  our  ports,^  the  effect  can- 
not be  mistaken,  because  it.  has  been  seriously  felt 
by  our  shipping  interests;  and  in  proportion  as  this 
takes  place,  the  advantages  of  lui  injlependent  c6nvey- 
ance  of  out  products  to  foreign  markets,  and  of  a  grow- 
ing body  of  mariners,  trained  by  their  occupation  for 
the  service  of  their  ^country  in  times  of  danger,  must 
be  diminished. 
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The  re^ipto  into  th«  Troftiuiy^riag  th«  ymt  land- 
ing on  the  mirtielh  of  deptomber  last*  haTo  exoeodod 
tlwteen .  millions  end  ft  htlf  of  dolUn*  and  have  m^- 
ablod  u^to  defirsy  the  cunent  expenaee,  inelnding 
the  interest  on  the  public  debl^  and  to  reimburse  more 
■than  five  millions  of  doUara  of  the  ]irincipal»  without 
recurring  to  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  l|iat 
MBsion.  The  temporary  loan  obtained  in.  ihe  iatter 
•end  of  the  year  OBe<  thousand  eight  hubdred  and  ten, 
iias  abo  been  reimbursed,  and  is  not  inielnded  in  that< 
.amount*  . 

The  decrease  of  revenue  arising  from  the  situation 
of  eur  commerce  an^  the  ^traordinary  expenses  which 
iiave  and, may  become  necessary,  must  be  taken  into 
vie^,  in  niaking  commensurate  prbvisiops  /or  the  en- 
duing year.  'And  I  recommend  to  your-oonaderation 
ihe  propriety  of  insuring  a  sufficiency  pf  inJhual'  reve- 
nue, at  l^ast  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Gov* 
eminent,  and  to  payl^  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
including  that  on  new  loans  which  may  be  authorhed. 

I  cannot  close  this  eoaymunicatloD  without  express^ 
ing  my  deep  sense  of  the  cnsis  in  wlueh  you.  are  ae-. 
eefenUed,  my  confi^dfuoe  in  a  wise  and  nonorable  resjolt 
to  your  deliberations,  and  assUranoes  of  the  faithful 
leal  with  Which  my  co'H>pefrating. duties  .wiU  be  die* 
charged;  involUng,  at'  the  same  tinle,  the  blessing  of 
Heaven  on  dur  beloved  country,  and  on  all  the  means 
that  may  be  employed  in  vlfidicatiiig  its  rights. and  ad* 
Tancang  its  welihie.   '       -      < 

JAMES  MADISON. 
.   Waskivotoit,  November  &,  1811. 

The  Message  i^ad  part  of  the  documents  therein 
referred  to  were  read,  and, three  hundred  copies  6( 
the  Message  and  of  the  documents,  ao  far  as  they 
hairc  been  read,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 


Wbi>ii^8»at,  November  6. 

Jambs  LloyDj  from tht  State  of  MAss^chusetts, 
took  hrs  seat  in  the  Senate. ' 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  reading  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  yesterday.  And,  after  progress, 
adjourned. 

Thubboat,  Norember  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  reading  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Message  oftbe  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  5ih  instant;  and  ordered 
Uiat  nine  hundred  and. fifty  copies  oftbe  Message 
and  documents,  in  addition  to  the  three  hundred 
already  ordered,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  making  in  th^  whole  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  copies* 

The  foUowiilg  motions  were  submitted  by  Mr« 
QiLBB  for  consideration :  '  - 

'  Retohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  irs  concerns  the  relations  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  France  and  Great  Britain, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  a 
aelect  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  jtbat  the  committee 
nave  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Hesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  the  encounter 
between  an  American  frigate  and  a  British  ship  of 


war,  with  the  acGompanymf  documents,  be  tefened  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  the 
same  and  report  thereon  to  tho  Senate. 

MtMhed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  evasions 
and  infractions  of  the  commercial  htws  thereof,  be  re- 
ftired  to  a  seh^  eohimittee,  with  instmctiotts  to  ex- 
amine into  the  subjeOt  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate, 
and  that  the  oomia[|itte.e  have  leave'  to  report  by  bUIt 
hiOs,  or  otherwise. 

.  /ieso/oMf,  That  so  mudi  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai* 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the.  manu&c* 
tares  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select.  tx>Qimittee,  widi 
instructions  .to  examine^  into  thai  subject,  and  r^ct 
thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  &at  the  oammittee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. , 
f  •  ,-    I,    /  , 

'PribaYj  November  8. 

On.motion.  by^r.'SiHTH,  of  Maryland,' 

Rmlved^  That  Monnijoy  Bayly,  Doprkaeper 
and  Sergeant  gt-Arms  to  the  Senate^^,  and  k^€  is 
hereby,  aiithariaed  to  em|>loy  one  assistant  and 
two  hdrses,  for  the  purpose  of  petforming  aueh 
services  as  afe .  usually  required  by  the  Poor* 
keeper  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eigiu  dollars  be  allowed  htm  weekly  for  that  pur-  . 
pose,  to  conbmence  with;  and  remain  during  the 
session  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr;LiiB  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he^should 
ask  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of  certain  documents  fr^e  of  postage. 

Mr.  Varncm  submitted  the  following  mution 
for  consideration: , 

R€$okfed,  That  two  Chaplaina,'of  difibient  denomi- 
nations, ^  appointed  to  Congress  during  the  present 
sesSioo^  one  by  each  Ilouse«  wlia  shall  interchange 
weekly; 

Mr.  WoRfBUftfTOif  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  coosideratiov : 

JieMifoeA  That  ee  much  of  th»Mesaage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  ivlates  to  IinKatt  affiUra* 
be  refenqsd  to  a  eeleet  commtttoe;  wMi  instructions  to 
'etamiae  into  that  subjeot,  and  report  theiaoii  to  the 
Senate,  and  that  the  conuaiitee  Iwve  leave  to  repott 
by  biU,  biHs^  or  otherwise. 

The  PRBsiDBfiT  commiKiicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Republican. Corresponding  Society,  met  at 
Brookville,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  enjoining 
it  oa  their  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  bis  ex- 
ertions in  favor  of  a  law  authorizipg  .the  people 
of  that  Territory  to  elect  tbeir  sheri£  and  magis- 
trates once  ib  two  vears;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  abtice  that  on 
Monday  be  should  ask  leave  .^to  bring  in  a  bill 
making  further  provision  for  the  Cor.pe  of  fiagi- 
neers. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday,  <*^at  so  much  of 
^  the  Message  of  the  President  of  th«  United  States 
( aa  coneerAs  the  relations  between  the  Unrited 

<  States  and  Franoe  and  Great  Britain,  with  the 

<  accompanfing  documents,  be  referred  ton  select 
*  committee,  with  instructious  to  examine  and 

report  thereon  to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  com* 
mittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  other- 
wise;" and,  haTiog  agreed,  thereto,    Messrs. 
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Giles,  CttAi^FaBo,  GheoO)  Fba'njclin,  Lloyd, 
BaAk>LB:r,  apd'  Pope,  were  appoioted'  the  cpin- 
mittee. 

The  following:  Message  was^received  from  -the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States: 

ToOeSmaUofthet/mieiJ^t*,' 

I  now  ]aj  before  CongnM  two  letten  to  the  'Oej^tU 
men!  of  8tftte»  one  from  the  present  Plenlpotentiaxj  of 
France^  the  pth^  from  ^is  predecessor,  which  were 
not  iodaded  among'  the  documents  accompanying  my 
Message  of  die  Ath  instant,  the  translation  pf  them  be^ 
ing  not  then  completed. 

JAMES  MAI^BON. 

NoTiwB<n7, 1811. 

The  Messace  and  letters  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  twelve  hundred  and  6fty  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be'pribteil  for  the  Qtfe  of  ihe 
SeDate,  apd  aiinvzed  to  the  docameou  with  the 
Message  of  the  5th  instapt. 

The  Senate  resamed  the.  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  vesterday,  ''that  so  much  of  4he 

<  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  eyasions  and  infiActions  of  the 

*  commercial  laws  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select 
'  committee,  with  instructions  to  examiDe  into 

*  the  subject  and  report  thereon  to  the*  Senate, 
'  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report 't>y 
^  bill,  bUls,,  or  otherwise ;"  and  having  agreed 
thereto,  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  -Tayxob, 
Oilman,  GoooatcH,  an<^  Anderson,  w«ro  ap- 
poiated  the  committer. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  AndsrsoA,  the  considera- 
ation  of  the  other  resolutions-submitted^yesterday 
was  postponed  tiU  Monday;    * 

Monday,  November  11. 
^  Jambs  Tusnee,  apppintod  a  Sebatpr  by  $hm  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  North  Carolina)  for.  the 
lema  of  six  ycftrs,  eommeiietDg  oo  rbe  4tir  day  of 
Marah.lastfpraAQsed-his  eredemials;  whieh  wero 
read,  and  the  oath  proscribed  by  law  was  admiB'> 
isterad  to  him,  and  lie  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lktb  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  briog  in 
a  bill  to  authorise  the  triinsportatioii' of  certain 
documents  free  of  postage ;  and  the  bill  was  read ' 
the  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideratioa  of  the 
motioaiftf  the  .7th  instant,  "that  so  much  ofthe 

<  Message  of  the  President  of  the  {Jnited  States' 
'  as  relates  to  the  miTnofactures  ^hereof,  be  referred 
'  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  etsm- 
^  iae  iuto  thai  subject,  and  report  thtei^on  to  the 

*  Senate;  and  thlit  the  committee  have  leave.io 
'  report  by  bill*,  bills,  or  oibevwise.V  And  having 
agretd  to  the  motion,  Messrs.  YaemuiI,  Worth- 
IN0T6N,  Beadlet,  Condit,  and  Dana,  were  ap» 
poinied  the  committee. 

The  consideration  of  the  other  resolution,  sub*- 
ttitted  the  7th  instant^  was  further  postponed. 

The. Senate  resumed  thsxcoasideration  of  the 
motion  inade  on  the  9ih  instant,  '^  that  so  much 

<  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  Ihe-  United 

*  States  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs  be  referred  to 
'  a  select  couimiuee,  with  instructions  to  exam* 


iqe  into  that  subject,  aod  report  thereoo  to  the 
*  Senate;  aod  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
^  report  by  bill,  bills^  or  otherwise.*'  And  having 
agreed  thereto.  Messrs.  Worthinotoii,  Pope, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Ceawfob^,  and  GRBao, 
were  ap{>ointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,'  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and 
agreed  thereto^ 

,  Mr.  Bradlet  presented  the  petitioq  of  the  Di^ 
rectors  of  the  Washington  Canal  Company,  pray- 
ing (o  be  empowered  by^hw  to  raise  the  sum  of 
$52,500,  by  small  annual  lotteries^  as  authorized 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, of /November,  1795.  to  enable  tbem  to  com* 
plete  the  canal,  apd  to  drain  the  ground  through 
r which  it  runs;  and  the  petition  Was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taJl)le,  r  \ 

Mr.  Llotd' nresented  the  memorial  and  peti* 
tion  of  J.  and  E.  Phillips  and  ofhers,  citizens  of 
-the  United  States,  resideat  in  Boston,  in  the  dis* 
triet  of  Mvs^chusetts,  importers  of  iron  and  other 
hardware  from  England,  praying  that  provisioa 
may  be  made  by  law  for  the  importation  of  sudh 
goods,  wares,  aiid  merchandise,  as  were  by  them 
bona  fide  i)urchased  on  or  before  the  2d  day  of 
February  last,  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain : 
or  such  other  relief  as  the  wisdoik  and  justice  of 
Coogress  may  devise.  And  the  petitiou  was  r«>ad, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta1>le. 

Tuesday,  NoVember  12.  , 
Alexander  Campbell,  friom  the  Siateof  Ohto^ 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  .  •    .  ^ 

Mr.  GiLE^  liresented  the  petition  of  Larkin 
Smith,  collector  of  the  district  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  in  Vii^inia,  praying  additional  com- 
pensa^tion.  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  peti- 
tion ;  which  #as  r^ad,'and  referred  to.^  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Oiles.Smitb  of  Maryland, 
and  BraBlet,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message 'from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  t>ill,  entitled  ^  An  |ict  to  authorize  the  transport* 
ation  of  certain  documents  free- of  postage;"  in 


which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Sisoate, 
They  conciir  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senafte,  of 
the  11th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chap* 
lains,  .  ' 

The  biU  brought  up  for  concurrence  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  cpnsent^aod  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland;  asked  and'obtained 
leave  to  bring. in  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  bill  was  read , 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading.   ' 

On  motion  by  Mn  Bradley,  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  presented  yesterday,  was  referred  .to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider.and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or. otherwise.  Messrs.  Br^olby,  S;iiTR 
of  Maryland,  an^  Gaillard,  were  appointed  the 
commLuee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  petition  of  J.  and 
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E.  PhtUtps  aod  •  oibers^  presented  yesterduy,  was 
referred ao  t  seieet  e<»mte»tee;  to  e<m»ider  and 
report  thereon  bf  bitlpr  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
LlotDj  Braocbt^  and  Franklin,  were  appointed 
the  committee; 


WEDNEdDAY,  NoTetnber  13.       ^ 

The'  President  comna«nicated  the  memorial 
of  Matthew  Lypn,  stating  that  he  was, fined  and 
imprisoned  under  the  law  commonly  called  t,he 
seditioi)  act,  and  praying  remission  or  the  fine,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  Eaemorial ;  v^hlch. 
wics  read. 

The  bill  makiiis:  further  provision  for  the  Ctrps 
of  Engineers  was^  read  the  necOnd  time,,  and  re* 
-  ferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  ,and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  An- 
derson, Bradley,  Crawford^  and  XxERMA.N,.wer^ 
appointed  the  committee. 
•  Mr..  Bradley  gave  notices  that  to-mojrvow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Mioifie* 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Represe^atives, 
entitled  *^  An  act  to  authorize  the  transporiatioa 
of  certain  documents  free'  of  postage,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  .passed.* 

On  notion  by  Mr.  Bradley, the  bill  origin^tittg 
in  the  Senate  to  iiuthbrise  the  traosportatioa  of 
certain  doouments  free  of  fosuge,  was  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  (he  election  of  a  Chap- 
laiii  tor  Congress  on  their  partem  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses  ;'and|. on  counting 
the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  John  Breck* 
]S!^iD6B  had  a  majbrtty,  and  was  accordingly 
elected. 

'  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United. States  be 
re<iue8ted  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  infor- 
mation whether  tobacco  of  the  growth  of  the  United 
dtates  may  be  purchased  by  the  reg|e  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  consamption  of  France ;  If  not,  in  what  propor- 
tion may  such  tobacco  be  purdiased  by  the  regie ;  whe- 
ther the  supplies  of  tobacco  imported  into  France  fand 
which  may  be  transported  through  France  into  Ger- 
many end  other  Buropean  Stated)  it  subjected  to  a 
timnsit  duty ;  if  so,  whu  is  the  amount  of  «ach  duty. 
And,  also,  to  cause' to  be  laid  before  this  House  aUriff 
of  the  dnttee  imposed  by  Ffanoe  on  sUch  of  the  produce 
and  manuimctures  9f  the  United  States  the  ent^of 
which  is  permitted,  and  particularly  of  tobacco,  cotton, 
fifh  oit  and  dried  fish,  and  statinig  (iC  any)  the  dttr- 
ence  of  dut^  charged  on  sucb  goods  imported  froia  the 
United  States,  and  similar  articlei  when  intredaeed 
into  France  from  other  .8tate|i,  either  over  land  ox 
otherwise. 

Mr.  WoRTBrNOTON  submitted  the  A>llowiqg 
motion  for  contideraiion : 

Beeolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
if  any,  and,  if  any,  what.  Anther  provision  or  alteretione 
ars  necessery  S9t  the  diqiosition  of  die  public  land's. of 
the  United  Stotes,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  repoff 
hy  bill  or  otherwise. 


TqiTRsbAT,  NWembeir  14. 
'  The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motioA  cnnde  yesterday, 
by  Mr.  WoatHtNOTOH ;  and,  ' 

ReBolced,  '^titii  a  committee  be  apjj^ointed  to 
inquire  if  anry,  and,  if  any,  wha\  further  provisione 
or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  (hat 
they  hare  leavoto  report 'Iby  hill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Wothingtor,  FraKklim,  Grbgg, 
QopD^cH.  and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr;  Bradley  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in.a  bill  for  the  relief  bf  Charles  Minifie;  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  uras  received  frooi  the 
President  of  the  United  States:  ' 
"Te  the  Senate  and  Houu  of,  ,      ^ 

lUpreaentatives  of  the  Unit^  States  ; 

t  commuaicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  eorrespon* 
dence  between  the  I)nvoy'£xtraordl|iary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Qreat  Britain  and  the  Seesetaiy  of 
6tate,  relative  to  the  agressions  committed  by  a  Brit- 
ish ship  of  war  on  the  United  States 'frigate  Cl^esa- 
peake,  by  Which  it  wiU  be  seen  that  that  aolgect  of  di^ 
l^nde  between  the  two  'conutries  is  terminated  by'au 
oAlr  of  reparation,'  whieh  has  been  ftceeded  to. 

4AME8  MADISON. 

WasaiiniTea,  JVbt»..19,  Uftll.  ^ 

The  Message  and .  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read  and  ordered  to  li^  on  the.  table. 

The  following  Nf essac^e  was  also,  received  from 
the  Presideht  orncU^i'TBD  (Itateb: 
7^ihe8maH0ndHmt9tcf. 

.    RsfmeMmiaii^oftheUmiialSMsB.' 

I  XtLf  befvre.CMigmi  thb  rerah^f  the  ciMiir  -latatf 
taken  of  the  inhibitaats  of  the  Uaitad  fltatse,  wilh  a 
letter  freok  thefi^netaiy  of  Slate  rebiwe  thereto. 

iAX^S  MADISON. 

Novaxasa  Id,  181U 

The  Message  and  docu meats  th«rei&  referred  to 
were  iiead  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 


pRi»Ay,  November  15. 

A  neesage  from  the  Hoorv  of  Reprea«iitattvet 
informed  the  Senate  that  thaHou8ehav%a{ipoi»t- 
edthe  Reverend  Mr.  SnsImn. Chaplain  toCoa- 
grass  for  the  present  «essfoti,  oh  their,  part. 

The  hilifor  the  relief  of  Gharles  MiOifte  waa 
read  the  seeoad  time,  and  referred  to  aaeleeC  «om* 
mittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  on 
baUoiing,  Meaara.  GkLsa,  Bkaolcy,  and  QocOh 
9ICH.  were  «ieeted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  baADLBY,  be^was  exeuaed, 
aa  waa  also  Mr.  GftRoO)  standing  theu^u  highest 
on  the  ballot ;  and  it  #aa  agreed  that  MesaFS* 
GiLBS,  GooDRicfli,  a&d  £*ra1«kU!I,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

•The  Sei^te  fesomedlhe  motion!  made  the  19th 
instant,  by  Mr.  Smcth,  of  Maryland ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  wms  agreied'that  the  far- 
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tber  I^ODsideratiott  thereof  be  postponed  to  IktoD* 
dftf  next.. 

'Mr^  Gam^bbll,  of  Obk>,^ve^- notice,  that  'oa 
MoDdmy  iieit  be'  shovki  ask  ieare  to-  brine  in  a 
bill  to  authorize  th«,  surveying  and  markiii$^  of 
certain  roads  in^  the  State  of  Ohio;  aa  contempla- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Brownetown;  in-  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

Go  motioii,  by  Mr.  Lqib,  the  Seeretaty  of  the 
Senate  wascHreeted  to  procure,  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  a  preportictoate  number  of  the 
priiite4  tsopies  of  ike  third-  census  for  the  use  of 
the  members,  wh^ob  the. Messa^ of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  aanouuced ,af  hemg  fn  that 
DepartBtent.  subject  to  the  order  of  Confess.  * 

MoND^Tr  November  18.  .    , 

Mr.  Camfbell,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  thesurreWiiir 
.and  mairkinf  of  certain  roads  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio, 
as  QQutemliit«cf  bjr  the  lre»ty  of  Br0wn8t6wn,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  the  bill  was  r«ad,- 
and  iNMsed  to  the  seeond  readings 

The  Senate  resurhed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  i^ad^^the  13ih  instant,  by  Mr^  Smitb,  of 
MaryUad ;  and,  ^n-  motion,  by  .Mr.  Lloto,  thfe. 
original  motion  wan  amended'  i^nd  agreed  to  as 
follows^  ^ 

iZemW,  That  the  Presidettt  of  ^e  Untied  States 
be  reqaested  to  eansrto  he  hud  bslbre  (his.Hohse  in- 
ftnnatiqb  whether  tob«Bfo  of'the^gfowth  of  the  United 
States  'may  ^  parohased  by  the  Admittistealioii  en' 
regie  to  the  full  extent  of  the  consumption  of  France ; 
if  not,  in  what  raOjpoTtiDa  may  such  tobacco  be  par- , 
chased  by  the  Administration  en  regie;  whether  the 
enrphis  of  tobacco  imported  into  France  (end  which 
may  be  ttmnsported  throngh  France  and  Germany  and 
other  Burooean  States)  is  sofijeeted  to  a  tratish  doty  t 
•if  aOf  atet  is  thaaaseiuit  of  such  dnty ;  And  wljiedier 
the  swptas  abstve  mentioned  may  be  etitofted  by  sea 
to  any  oonntry  in  amity  with  Fianee.  And  a}ep,  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Hooae  a  tarifi^of  the  duties 
imposed  by  Fmaee  on  such  of  the  prodnoe  and  dianu- 
factures  of  the  United  States,  the  entry  of  whii^  is 
permittedf  and  paiticularlji^  of  tobonoo,  cotton,  &>h  oil, 
and  dried  ^sh,  and  .stating  (if.  tofkj)  the-  differeaoe  of 
dnty  charged  on  suoh  goods  imported  from  the  United 
States  and  similar  articles  when  introduced  into  France 
ttom  other  States,^  either  over  land  or  othexwi^." 

.  A  message  f?om.  the  House  of  R^resentotives. 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  iuilding 
one  of  the  tercps  of  tbe  district  courjL  in  the  Dis>- 
trict  of  Maine;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  -  .  ' 
The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was* 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.- 

TuEaoAT,  Norember  19. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  sttrveyia^*  and  mark- 
ing of.cettain  iroads  ifr  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  eon- 
femplailHl  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  fn  the 
Territory  ofMiehigan^  was  read  the  second  time 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,'  to  oonstder  and 
report  thereon,-  and  Masssa.  OAMPBfibL,  of  Ohio, 


WoBTBiNGTpiv,  and  B^B*,  were  appointed  the 
committee.        - 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*Ah  ktt  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding' one  of  the  terms  of  the  dtstriet  coortia 
the  District  of  Maine^^'was  read  the  second  timv, 
and  ordered-to  athird  treading.  *  < 

WsDifESOAT,  November  30. 

Mr.  Smitq,  of  Maryland,  preeeoted  the  memo- 
rial of  ihe  representatives  of  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends,  of  the  y^a|iy  meeting  held  in  Balti- 
more, stating  that  a  traffic  has  been  carried  an  in 
negroes  and  people  of  color,  io  which  those  of 
the  latter  description,  entitled  to  freedom,  are  fre* 
(]^ueDtlv  deprived  thereof,  and. praying  for  a  rev{* 
sion  of  the  law  in  relation  to  this  subject;  and 
the  memorial  was  ^read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
eommittee^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise:  and  Messrs.  Si^itb,  pf  M&ryland, 
T'ATtoR,  andTAiTj  were'eppointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  Thar  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,'entiUed  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abrikham 
Wbipple,^lai'e  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States )"^  also,  a  bill  entitled  *'An  kci  extend* 
idg  thle  time  for  opening  the  several  Land  Offices 
established  in  t^^^  Territory  of  Orleans  ;'*  iii  which 
bills  thejr  desire  the  concurrence' of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  ih^  secopd  reading. 

-The  bill  enritfed  "An  act  to  alter  the  tiiHeef 
holdioir  one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in  - 
<he  District  of  Maine  ;^'  was  re^d  the  third  time 
and  passed.  ^ 


TanjiSDAY,  November  ZU 
The  billyontiiled  <^Ahxaet  eateodiag  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  Land  Offices  established 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,''  waa  read  the  second 
time,  and.  referred  to  a  select  committee;  to  ea»- 
sider^aod  report  th^Veon,  and  Memrs.  Campbbll, 
of  Ohio^  Fbanklin,  aiid  Cutts^  were  appoinfld 
the  commitiee* 

The  bilU  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abrahi^m  Whipple,  late  a.  Captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  Uniied^States,"  was  read  the  tecdnd  time,  and 
referred  lo  a  select  committee  to  eonsider  and  re* 
poN  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bkadlrt.  FsAlftKUii, 
and  QooomcB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

.Friday,  November  22. 

Jo;«ATHAN  RoaiNsoN,  from  the  State  of  V*er« 
mont,  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Campbclu,  of  Ohio^  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sur- 
veying and  markinz  of  certain  rokda  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Browne 
town,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  the 
bill  without  a^)endment,aod  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  -Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no 
anwBdmenU  tavrng  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  totne engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tait  presfnted  tbe  T^itioti  of  Tliomas 
O'Baondq,'  a  citiHn  of  M)idi«»  cDUnty,  H»  the 
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at  the  Land  Office  (ot  said  coaDt|r  •  Quarter  aee-. 
lion  of  Und>  and  paid  the  first  instfuinenl,  nd 
oblaioed  a  certificate,  but  (bat  Jie  had  stace  di»- 
eovered  ^thai  the  boundaries  were  erroheottsly 
marked  by  the  surTeyor,  a^d  pray ios^  relief ;  ana 
the  petition  was  read,  andreferi^ed  to  a  select. eom- 
mittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise.  Messrs.  Tait,  Reetd,  and  Campbbll, 
of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  Committee* 

Mo^iDAY,  November  2^  ' 

William  Hdtiter,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
Tidence  Plantations^  in  place  of  Christopher 
Grant  Champlin,  resigned,  nrqduced  his  crcKleii- 
Cials,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate^ 

Mr*  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  mt- 
morial  of  Howard,  Fitch^  and  Lloyds  nativ.e  cit- 
izens of  ihe  United  States,  and  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  stating,  that,  in  consequeoce 
of  fin  agreement^eoocUided  «on  the  22d  October, 
1808«  they  have  at  this  time  a  large  quantity  of 
furs  lyin^  in  Montreal,  for  which  they  hare  ao- 
tually  paid,  but  are  prevented,  by  t^^  ezistinflr  non- 
importation act,  from  introducingjnto  the  United 
States,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and '  referred  to  Messrs.  Lloy1>,  Braolet, 
and  Franklin^  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  12th  instant,  the  memorial  of  J.  and 
B.  Phillips  and  others,  to  c6nsider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwisie. 

Mr.  Glt^MAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  ^he 
bill  to  authorize  the  snrTeying  and  marking  of 
oertain  roads  in  the  9t*te  oi  .Ohio,  as  coniem pla- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Brownstpwn,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  correctly  ensrrossed ;  and  the  bt(l 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanki  filled. 

Hetolvedy  That  this  bill  pass^  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ^An  act  to  aathOrifce  the  vurTeying  and 
marking  of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohid|  as 
ooatemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown^  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  ap)>oianment  of  t^  committee 
on  their  pact,  jointly  with  such  eoromittee  as'may 
be  appointed  on  the  pact  of  the  Senate,  to  have 
the  "direction  of  the  mdaef  lippfopriated  to  pur- 
chase books  for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  tho  Uni- 
ted States. 
<     The  resolution  last  mentioned  was'read. 

The  PREBtoENT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
meni,"  which,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents;  were  read  and  ordered  to  He  on  the 
table.  ' 

Tuesday,  November  2fi.    . 

Mr.  GiLBS  presented'  the  memorial  of  Robert 

R.  Livingston  >and  Robert  Fulton,,  praying  for  a 

further  extension  of  their  patents  granted  for 

atoamboats,  for  feasoda  therein  stated  at  large ; 


and  »f be  nemonal  was  toad,  Rod  r^rred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill.or  otherwi^;  and  Messrs.  Qii«S0,  Braih 
f.RT,  aod  Orawpord,  wete  appointed,  the  com- 
mittee.. * 

M^  Lbib  gaw  notice  that  to-morrow  ho  should 
ask  leave  to  t>ring  ia  a  bill  makiBg  a  Airther  ap- 
propriation for  the  support  of  a  library. 

Mr.  Lloto  stated  that  one  of  the  signers  of 
•the  memorial  of  Howard,  Fitch,  aOd  Lloyd,  is  a 
distant  relation,  and  on  his  suggestion,  the  com- 
miCteo  to  whom  the  memorial  .wae  yesterday  re- 
ferred was  excused  j  and  it  w$s  referred  to  Messrs. 
CkioDRicH,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Bbadlcy,  to 
coti^ider  and  report4hereoA  by  biU  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Braolet  called  up  the  petition  of  Moste 
Austin  and  John  R.  Jones,  presented  on  the  SJlst 
Jaauary  Last,  praying  an  incorporation  of  them- 
selves and  such  other  p^sons  As  shall  hereafter 
sabseribe  to  an  iqdtitution  for  the  purpose  of  min- 
ing and  smelting  of  lead;  aAd'  the  petition  ways 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  btherwise;  and 
Messr;!.  ARADLir,  Cnrrs,  and  Qasod,  were  ap- 
pointed th^  committee. 

A  menage  froin  the  Houae  of  Represeatativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  aor  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  amoog  the  several  States,  ao- 
coffding  19  the  third  enumeration ;"  in  which  bill 
they^esire  the  codcnrrenee  of  the  Senate.  . 

Tbe^bill  last  bnooght  up  for  eoneurrenee'  waa 
read,  and  passe4  to  the  second  reading. 

WbonesOat,  November  2^. 

Mr.  CAiiPB^LL,  o(  Ohio,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  ex* 
tei^ding  the  time  for.openiog  the  sejeral  land  offi- 
ce* eeteblisbed  in  the  Territory  of  Orlean%^'  re- 
portedHhe  bill  amended ;  and  th^  amendment  waa 
readnnd  agreed  to,  as  io  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
aceordtnglf ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  tead 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill|  entkied  "An  act  for  the  apportion- 
in  ent  of  Representatives  amonir  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  third  census,"  was.  read  the  sec- ' 
ond  time  and  itiade  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

Pursuant  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Lsin  ask'ed  and 
Obtained  leaf  e  to  bring  in  A  bill  makiog  a  further 
a))propriatton  for  the  support  of  a  library]  and 
the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bradlbv,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the,  bill,  entitled  ''A;i  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a,  Captain  in  the 
J^fivy  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  withoift 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

TaoRSDAT,  November  28. 

Mr.  Smitr,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making  fbrther 
provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  making  a  inrthtr  appropt|ation  for  the 
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support  of  a  library  wtks  read  a  second  time;  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  apd  read  ft  third  time. 

A  iDes$sgfe  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoUse  have  passed 
a*bill,  entitled  <<An  act  foir  the  relief  oC  Josiah  H. 
Webb'r"  in  which  they  desire  the  cpncorrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  AenticHied  waa  jmd|  Atid  ptssed 
to  the  second  readiag. 

Mr.  GiufAN,  from  the  comraittee,  reported  the 
amendment  tp  the  blllr  entitled  ^*An  act  extend* 
]ti£  the  time  Air  opening  the  several  land  offices 
established  in  the  Tetntc^y  of  Orleans,"  correctly 
engrossed ;  and  t^d  bill  was  read  the  third '  time 
as  amended,  and  passed, 

Mr.  T^iT,  from,  the  committee  appointed  te 
consider  the  subject,  repo|ted  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  O'Bannob,  and  the  bill  wak  i(jead,  and 
passed  to  the  secoqd  reading. 

James  A.  fiATARn.  from  the  Stat?  of 'Detifiware,. 
took  bis  seat  ih  the  Senate.  .      ' 


pRtDAT,  Nov^fimber  29. 

TIm  oiitb  ^peteribed  by  law  was  td^iipiatered 
^  to  Mr«'BATA|tii,  bia  Qreoentials  baviBg  been  read 
'  ttid  filed  during  tbe  bst'sesBioB., 

Mr.  ikiMkjf^ftoti  the  conuiiitte«)  report^  the 
biU  making  a  further  appropriation  for  tbe  sup 
pert^f  a  libmry,  oorrvtctly  eagroned  f.^inl-the  bill 
was  re«d  «•  tbird  timb  and  pasieck.    * 

.Tfaw  bill  for  the  telfef  .of  TlKmiaa  0'fiaBnon> 
wa8  r«ad  the  second  ti(Be. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^Aji  act  for  Ibe  relief  of  Jo- 
siah H.  WebbjV  was  read  the  second  time.  * 
.  Tbe  PREaioBNT  laid  befbre  the  Senate  the  rts- 
vort  of  th^  Secretary  for  the  Defmrtment  of  the 
Treasury'^  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  direotions 
of  tbe  net,  entitled* ''An  kct  regnlatinr  the  cur- 
rency of  foreiffB  coins  in  the  Unite9\States«'*^ 
pawed  April  IQ;  180$;  and  tbe  report  Wasrsad 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  a«  in  Committee  of  the  > 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "Aii  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abrnhmm  Whipple^  late  a  Captain  \t  tbe  FSavy 
of  the  United  Statesf '  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  the  tbird  reading.  . 

On  moiion,*  by  Kit*  GfiRMAii,  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  bill  tanking  a  Alrtber  ^btision  for  ibe  Corps 
of  Sngifln^re,  w  mnde  tbe  order  of  the  day  for 
Toeaday  B^it.  '  ..    ^"^    •        -    - 

MoNDAT,  December  ?.  . 
Mr«  Lbir  Dfesented.ibe  peMtibn  of  Thomas  F. 
Wbartoo,;ortheeMy,of  Philadel,phja,  atttiog  thai 
be  is  tbe  qfwner  of  the  schopuer  Esparanza,  n 
SpanisH  built  vessel,  p'urcbased  at  Sierra  Leone 
in  the  year  181Q,,by  Samuel  Richardet,  master 
of  tbe  sabooner  Ariadne,  to  bring  borne  the  cargo 
of  tbe  schooner  last  mentioaed,«he  htiving,  been 
condemned  as  not  seaworthy  |  and'tbat  a(  the  lime 
of  th^  purchaaa  of  the  Esparanza, .  he  had  net 
knowledge  of  the  act,'  entitled  ''An  act  to  preveat 
tbe  issuing  of  sea-  tetters,  except  to  certain  vessels," 
and  praying  rebV^  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  Tie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Cdtts  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
firown,  a  citizen  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  ^amp* 
ftbire,  stating  that' the  ship  General  £Utdn,  of 
-which  he  was.ownerj  sailed  from  Lqndon  on  tba 
'27th  November,  1810,  and  from  the  Downs  on 
the  4th  December  following,  bound  to. Charles- 
ton, in  South  CaroUaa,ia  ballast;  aod  Uiat,  on 
the  6th  of  December,  the  said  ship  was  captured 
by  ttrq  Prench  privateers  and  carried  to  Calais 
and  there  detained ;  and  prayitvg  the  interposition 
of  the  Legislature  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  St/ite,  to  consider  and 
EeiK)rt  therepn. to  the  Sedate^  . 

Mr.  Reed  submitted  the  fbllowing  motion  for 
donsideration ;  * 

.  Ruolped^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iaqnira 
whether  any,  and  what,  sfteraUons  are  neceMsry  in 
the  rates  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the 
troops  raised  oir  to  be  raised  by  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  eemoiiftea  have  leave  to  npert  by  bill»^flls,  or 
olharwise. 

The  Senate  resumed;  aa  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  aet  for  the  apportion- 
nwo  t  of  Repr^seoiativies  amdng  the  aevenU  Statca 
a^eordrng  to  thelfatrd  enuineratioli.^ 
.  On  motion,  b^  M^  BavABn,  to  strike  out  of 
line  live  the  words  "  thirry-saveo,"  it  was  deter* 
nained  in  the  «ffirmaUte^yeas  18,  nays  18,  na 
follow:^: 

Taas^^Messrs^  Bayard,  Bradley,  Crawfodj^  CaCtS, 
Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrioh,  Grcffg,  Horsey* 
Howell,  VtMilerr  Leib,  Lloyd,  *  K^Unson,  So^ith  of 
New  Joik,T«it,.  and  Vattaa. 

NATs-^MeeSTS.  Apdessbn,  Bibb,  BrenI,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell,  ol  Tennessee,  Coadit,  Franklin; 
GaiUard.  Giles,  Xainbert»  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land^ Taylpr,  Turner,  anid  Worthinglon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatl6R{  to  fill  the  blank 
with  '*f49f  ty,"  if  was  datermihed  iA  the  nq^rive-^ 
yens  13^  aaya'.Sl,  as  follbws: 

YsAS — Menn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
liessee,  Condilf  Frapklin,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  -Gregg, 
iiambeirt,  Leib,  Pope,  Taylor*  and  Turner. 

Nirs—Messn.  Bayard*  Bradley)  Brant,  Campbail 
of  Ohio;  Ciiwfoid,  Ciitfs,  Dana*  Getmmn,  Giles,  Good* 
rich,  Hofiey,  Howeli,  Hante|',  Lloyd,  Reed,  Bobinson» 
SaMthol  Maryhu^t.SaMMiaf.  New  Yoik*  Tait*  Tar-^ 
nnm,  a^d  Wfl^thaigton., 

On'ii|0tion,  by  Mr.  Batard^  to  insert  the  worda 
^tfairty-^va/^  ia  lieu  6f  the  wauls  striaken  out,  \% 
waa  determined  ih  the  negative^yeas  82,  naya 
12,  as  follo^qr:  ., 

.  Yi*AS*— MsssEB.  Bayard*  Bradley,  -  Brant,  Ccawlbrd^ 
Cotts*  Daasy  German,-  Giles,  Gihnan*  Goodrich*  Greggi 
Horsey,  Howell„  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloy^l*  Reed*  Robineon» 
dmith.of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New  York*  Tait,  and 
Vamam. '       .  . 

NATs-.--MssiM.  Andeiion*.Bibb*  Campbell  of  Ohio^ 
Campbell  of  Tennessee*  Coadit*  Franklin;  Gaillard, 
Lambert,,  Pope*  Taylor*  Turner,  and  Weithington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  on  tbe  fore- 
going principles,  tha  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  acQordingly;  and  the  bilpwas  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  tune  asam^"^^^- 

'The  Senate  resumed*  as  ivCoounUiee  of  the 
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Wbolettbe  bill,  eptitled  ^'An  pet  for  the  retiaf  of 
Josini)  n.  Webb;'*  and  !t  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Ban-. 
non  I  and  it  was  ordersd  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time.    ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An'  act  for  th^  relief  of 
Abraham  Whipple^  late  a  Captain  in  the  Nary 
of  the  United  states,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the. 
amendments  to  the  bill^  entitled  **Ao  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  sev* 
eral  Sutes,  according  to  the  third  enumeration,'' 
correctly  engrossed. 

.  On'  motion,  by  Mr,  Franklin,  that  the  bill  be 
SowTeAd  the  third  time,  it  was  objected  $0,"  by 
Mr.  Andebsor,  as  against. the  rule. 

/  TossoAar,  DacMBber.a 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motton  aabmttted  yes* 
ttoday,  by  Mr*  R«ei»;  attd,     ' 

Ordered^  Tbne  a  .^^oimnittee  be  appointed  to 
inqoire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  aw 
necessary  m  tba  rales  and  artief  ea  for  the*  better 

SOTerament  of  che  troops  raised  or  to  be  raised 
y  the  Uaited  States;  and  that  the  eommiltee 
have  leate  to  report  by  bill,  biHa^or  otherwise. 

Messrs  Rebo,  ANDEheoN,  Yarnum,  Smit*  of 
Maxyiand)  aad  BaAHUiT,  v^ie  appeiated  the^som- 
oiittiea» 

The  biil,eB4«lled  "Aa  a«t  for  the  rciief  bf  Joaiah 
H.  Webb,"  was  read  the  third  tit^e,  and  pasted; 

Kr»  Bi^a,  fVom  the  eemmtttee,  reported  the 
htll  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  (yBannim  eortectly 
eame*cd|  and  the  bill  wae  read  the  third  tiilie, 
and  passed* 

The  bill,  eiuitled  '^Au  qet  for  the  apportion* 
aaenc  of  Reprtseattttim  among  the  several  fitaioa, 
according  to  the  third  cnumeraUon,"  was.  read 
the  third  time  us  amended,  and'oasaed^ 

The  Senate  reauoM^;  as  i»  Cofuaaiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bilLmahiagfiadiei  ficoyiwon  for  ihe 
Cotpa  of  Eaginean;  and  thie  bill  having  been 
■Aeaded,  the  P«eatdeal^.re^M6d  it  to  thelloaar 
aoeoediagly. 

On  aiotioa>  by  Mr.  Qteaai Jif.  to  ecrike  o«i,lrmn 
section  5,  lines  4.and  5,  the  fduowing  word#;  ^ar 
atah  plaee  ae  afaali  badeaigoated  by  thi^'Piasident 
•f  ^e  United  Slaies^'^  it  waa  deurmined  ia  the 
aflkmative-^^if « 16^  «ays  1 1,  as  kllowa  t  - 

f  xAs— M6M».  CampbeU  of  Ohio,  Coadit,  OutU, 
'  deiaiaa,  Gihaan,  Ooodiieh,  Howell,  Banter,  Lambert, 
Z«eib,  LliMfd,  Reed,  Rolnnsoii,  Aaifth  of  Marytaa^, 
SmMi  of  iNew  York,  and  Yarnate.     . 

y^ts  Messrs.  AndcrtoD,  BSbb,  Bradley,  OattpbeH 
of  TenneMMe,  CrAwford»  Franklin,  Gatllaid,  Tail, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  WortUattoft* 

'  And  further  emendments  harlng  beea  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  f^m  Che  House  of  Eepresentatiree 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  Aq  tct  allowing  further  time  for 


oompletinff  the  payments  on  certaia  Janda,  held 
by  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory r  in  which  bill  tKey  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.         . 

The  bill  last  mentioned  wa»  r^ad,  and  parsed  to 
the  second  readiiig* 


.  WamiBaMiT^  Deeemher  4.. 
'  The  President  copmaniCated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  thfe  Narir,  on  moneys  transferred, 
daring  the  last  recess  of  Congress,  from  certain 
appropriatiobs  for  particular  branches  of  expendi- 
ture in  thut  department,  aqd  of'  the  application  of 
such  moneys ;  a^d  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill^  entitled  '|  An  act  tilowi^g  further  time 
for  completing  the  payments  on  certain  laAds  held 
by  right  of  pre-emption  int^e  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory," was  read  the.  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  9 
and  M^Ssrs.'TAiT,  6r'adley,  and  FRAif bilin,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

T^e  Senate  resumed  th^  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  appokilment  of  a  com* 
AiiHee^  10  hHjre  ihe  direction  of  the^oiaey  appro- 
priated to'pureikaae  books  for,  tha  ase  ef  the  Li/* 
brary^  and  concumd  therein  |  and  Messta.  Laik 
CoMDVP)  apd.SnirrHyof  Maryland,  w0lreappQiiited 
the-eommUtee» 

Mr.r  Quf  MAN,  froetiihe  committiBe^  rcpoHed  tha 
bill  making  further  pioriaion  for  the  Ccm  of 
fiogtoHrB^'coKrectly  eagpossed;  and  tlsa  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  ^teased* » 

TfiiTReoAY^  Peceniber  5,  ' 

Mr*  Q1I4A8,  ^o»  the  eoiovtitiee  ap{Noipted  o» 
the  subjeeti  reported  a  ^ili  for  ibe  reliei'  of  Robert 
Fulton  and  his  associates (  and  ihe  )»iU  was  readr 
and  |MM«ed- to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bbaiklby  .preseniad  the  petitiea  of  Char- 
lotte Hazen,  relict  of  the  lat^  Brigadier  General 
,  Moses  Bagen,  pcayiog  a  grant  oi  land,  ta  her  aa  a 
Caoadia^  refugee,  for  reasons  stated  ax. large  ia 
the  petiti<»a;  which  was  rtad^aiid  referred  to  % 
select  ^a^naittae^  tochasider  ^d  repori  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise,  and  Messrs.  BaanL$v,GaB06, 
,aed  FaAJf sxtii,  were  appeimed  tbie  poiaaMttee. 

Mr.  CeTve  gave  mw€  thai  tforvaarrow  he 
should  aak  \e%ve  to  bring  ia  a  biU.  t»  aaoea  tha 
towns  of  Kittery,  Elliot,  and  Berwiohi  tP  tha  4ia* 
trict  of  Portsmouth. 

Mr.  Fbankun  present^  the  peti^on  qC  Darid 
Porter,  stating  that  he  commancfed  the  flotilla  sta- 
tioned at  New  Orleans  during  the  eariltenee  of  the 
laws  probibUiB^  intereoucse  with  France rancl 
that  he  there  seized  and  prosecuted,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  condemnation,  three  iresMte,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  were  distributed  under  the  revenue 
laWs,  but  cliat  his  proportion  thereof  did  not 
amount  to  the  cost  or  prosecution.  He  therefore 
praya  Codgress  to  relinquish  to  him  their  propor- 
tion of  the  penalties  eed  forfeitures  whieh  maf 
have  been  incurred  byr  said  seizures,  as  a  remu<» 
aeration  for  his  services;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committ^,tQ  con* 
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aider  aod  report  thereon  by  bill  or.  otherwise  ;'aDd 
ilesars.  Ftui«KL|N,  AND|^RBON,  aod  QoonfiiCB, 
were  appojiited  the  committee. 

Friday,  December  6. 

Mt,  CcTT0  ask%d  aod  obttioed  leaye  to  briQf: 
M  a  bill  -to  apn^  the  towasofKitiery.BllioL  and 
Berwick,  to  tbie  district "df 'Portsmouth;  and  the 
bill  was  read..aQd  passed  to  the  second  readine. 
'  Mr.  Gbeqo  presented  the'  memorial  of  ^le  Pre-, 
sident  an^  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Com* 
pany  of  Pennsyivanjaf  praying  the  aid  of  Con- 
gresc  to  epable  tbem  to  aebompli^  the  ol)jec(  of 
their  institntioo,  as  is  suted  at  )arge>thei;ein  ^.an^ 
the  memorial  was  reade  and  referred  to  a  select 
eommfuee,  tu  consist  oi  fitre  membeitsy  to  coilsider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  ^and 
Messrs.  OffBoo,  Bayijid/LLotd.  Pope,  and  Ho»; 
8BV,  were  appointjed'tbe  committee, 

A  message  from  tlieli<VQse  <^f  Representatives 
iafcimed  t£er  fikn^tt  that  tfaie  Hdose  disagree  to 
the  aaiif  ndiitate  of  t1i«  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitM 
^  A&  aoff  for  the  apportion  ro^t  of  ReprMtnttttif^ta 
.amoflig  the  sef^erftl  fiiates,  aeeording  to  the  tbiri 
MHunemtioo;"  they  askt  eonfrrenpe  on  ihe  s«[b* 
je^ct,  «id  have  app^fttted"  roanagerft  on  tiieir  peri 

Oo.roelioD,  by  Mr;  faKn,  tfaht  tbe  Senate  iosist 
OB  tiieir  mnendments  10  the  bill  jast  mentioned, 
k  #at  determined  to  tlieaffirmaiive^yeas  1^, 
Bfy«13,  as  fallows:  » 

'TtAS — ^Hfessrs.  Andorson,  Bayard,  Bradley /Craw- 
ford, t^uttf,  Dana«  German,  Qihnan,  Goodrich,  Greggr, 
Horsey,  Rowell,  Renter,  I|eib,  Ltoyd^  Reed,  Robinsoi^ 
SffiHh  or  M«ylisnd,  ^mith  ofvNew  Totk,  Tait,  nad 
Vamuas.  -    ^ 

NATS-r-Mesmrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  OMo^ 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Oendil,  Franklin,  *  Gslllard/ 
Oilea,  Lambert,  P^nge,  Tayler^  Tmner^  aid  Worthing- 
ton^ 

Go  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawj'ojrd,  the  Senate 

M:reed  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  House, of 
epresehtatives  on  the  amendments  4o  the  bill 
last  mentioned;  and^Messrs.  BAYAAn,  Lejb,  and 
Var«um»  were  appointed  jthe  manegera  on  vhe 
part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief'of  Robert  Fulton  aftdhi» 
aaaottiatea  was  read  the  second  .time. 

MoffDAT,  December  9. 

Mr«  TArr,  from  the  committee  to  wbotn  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  allowing  fur- 
ther time  for  oenptaiiiS  fbe  paymeot^on  certain 
laods  held  by  rjffht  of  .preremptKm  Jo-tiia  Misais- 
aipm.Territmy."  reported  jt  withou.t  ameadmeiK* 

Mr*  GiLB^  from  the  coo^pittee  to  whom  waa 
referred  so  mech  ofthe  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  Uliited^Sutea,  of  the, fifth  of  November,  as 
concern^  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
aod  France  and  GBea^Bcitaiji,  reported,  in  part, 
a  bill  for  completii^  the  existiag  military  estab^ 
lishmeat ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading*  ^ 

Mr.  GiLESi  from  the  committee  last  mentioned, 
ie|K>jted|  ia  part, a  bill  tofaise, foi;.a limited time^ 


an  additional  military  force;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading* 

Mr.  OtLEQ.  from  thejsaioe  committee,  repoi'ted, 
in  par(^  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for 
procUrins;  munitions  of  war;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and. passed  to  the  second  readings 
'  Mr.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  alsd  re^ 
poVted,  in  part«  a  bill  for.  the  estabii&hixient  of  a 
quartermaster's  department-;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
»  [upOn  presenting  the  report  of  .the  Committee 
of  S*oreign  Relations  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  Giles 
remarked  that  he  was  directed  by  the  committee 
to  f epgrt  oy  bills  in  part ;  that  the  bills  now  re- 
ported, presented  such  a  systcim  ot  military  pre^ 
paFatuw  as^the  committee  had  deemed  it  proper 
to  recommeiid  to  the  adoptiea  of  the  Senate  ia 
the  present  crisis.;  fhat  it  bad  not  yet  matured  a 
system'  of  naval  4>reparadon  \  ibat  wouhl  probably 
form  the  subject  of  a  future  report.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  FuUon  and  his 
associates  was  resumed;  and,  on  motion,  by  ^r. 
Anoerson,  it  was  made  the  order  pf  the  day  for 
Thursday  n.ext. 

The  bill  taanaex  the  towns  of  ]^ittery,'BUrot^ 
and  Berwick,  to  the  diatidct  of  Portsmoatli^  wat 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com^ 
mittee>  to  consider  and  report  thereon  7  and  Messrs. 
CuTTH,  Lloyd,  atid  FaAHKUk,  were  appointed 
the  cdmmitteew 


7uB8DAT,  Deoembeir  19. 

The  bin  for  cbrapleiing  tbe  existiag  Military 
fistablishment  was  read  the-secood  t^me^ 

The  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addf* 
tional  military  fol>ec.  was readUie  second «titae. 

The  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  aaoa^y  for  pro* 
earing  mamtionstof  war,  was  reitd'the  second 
tiake..  '    .  '■ 

.  The  biU  for  the  esublisbment  of  a  qaarterwaa^. 
ter'sdepartmeaiwas^ seed' the  second  tfaie;  and 
oti  meetoa,  by  Mr.  Giles,  th«se  Wlls  #ere  seiFer' 
ally  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Rnday  neit. 

The  fSheoate  resumed,  aa  ia  Committas'  of  the 
Whole,  tha  inll,  entitled  **  Aa  aet  allowing  fdtthet 
time  for  coinpleCing  the  payments  oh  oertsMn  lands 
held  by  right  of  pre-eaption  in  the  Mtssissifpi 
Terriioryi"andtheh«ll'wa4ordered.to  the  tlurd 
reading.         ^  ' 

Mr.  GiLBS  preseotcd  tbe  petltioo  of  Okarles 
Whitlow,.  nurserymaD' And  botanical  coileetor^ 
stating  thht  be  has  discor'erad  a  native  regetable, 
which  possesses,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  quar^ 
ties  of  flax  and  hemp,  and  praying  that,  in  con* 
sideration  of  making  a  disdostire  of  this  important 
discovery  to  Congress,  he  may  be  allowed  to  im- 
port into  tbe  United  States,  by  spedal  licences,  all 
such  seeds,  grains,  and  growing  plants,  U  he  Hay 
deem  useful  for  the  impcovement  of.  gardenihg, 
science^or  the  aru;  a^d  tbe  petitiga  Was  read, 
and  referred  to  a^aelect  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs*  Oilbs,  Qaaoa, 
Gsbman^  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  Bataro,  were 
appointed  the  committee* 
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Mr.  Batard,  from  the  cOinmittee  appointed  as 
maoagers  of  the  conference  lipcrn  the  sabjeotrfnat^ 
aer  of  the  bill  from  the  Hou^  olBepresentatiTea, 
entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  apportioanient  of  Eepre- 
tentatiyes  among  the  several  ^tes,  aceordiog  to 
the  third  eiiuineratiob/'  noade  the  following  re- 
port: .        .'      ' 

'<  That  the  eommittee  had  lield  iTconfentnce  wifLtbe 
ma&agev  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  Hoase  of  R^pre- 
•entatKes»  and  that  the  joini  committee  of  the  Wo 
HOu^ea,  upon  the  close  of  th^  conference;  finally  sepa- 
rated wiAant  comingr  -to  any'  agreement. ;  That'  the 
eomaiittee  heaid  nothing  on  tlie  conferenoe  saificient 
to  induce  them  to  deparf  from  the  amendments  made 
hf,  the^  Senate  to  the  hill  firoih  the  Hooso.of  iWpresent^ 
atiTCB.  They  tfaerelbfv'  leeomtoead  it  to'  the  Sesata  to 
adhere  to  the  said  amendments.''  •  '     -       . 

On  motion^  by  Mr:  Bayard,  it  w9ls  tfgreed  that 
th^  consideration  of  the  report  be  (he  order  ofthe 
day  for  to-morirow. 


W^ONEVOAY,  DecemW  11.    ' 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  A  a  ict  allowing  jfurthar  time 
for  completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands  held 
by'Torht.of  f^re^emptio^  in  the  Missiysipiii  To'ri- 
torv/' waa  read' the. third  time,  and  paasedl- 

A  m^Bsage  from  the-Honse  of  RepresentatiTea 
faiformed  the  Senate  chat -the  House  hftre  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^.An  aot  to  aathorizethe  faiyiug 
o|it  and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line  estab- 
lished by  tbe  treaty  of  Greenville  to  the  ^^ortb 
Bend,  in  theState  of  Ohio;"  also  a  bill,  entitled 
*<An  act  far  the  nelief  of  John  Barnham;'^  in 
which  billa*  they,  desire  the  eon«urreaoe  of  th^ 
Senita.^ 

The  bull  lasc  nentioiied  were  read,  tod 
to  the  aeoomd  read  iagi. 
.  The  SeDftte  resiuaed  the  eonsid'erat^s  pf  the 
report  of  the  managers  at  the  eonf^i^nce  upon  thie 
aoj^yeot-natter,  of  the  ameindqaenta  to  the  1)111,  en- 
titled <^  Ap  aet  for  the  a||portionment  of  Repre* 
aeniaiivea  amoog  the  several  States,  acoordiog  %p 
tjie  third  enumerafion."  «  .      .  .. 

Whereopon,  on  motion  by  Mr;  Bayard, 'that 
the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  to  the 
said  bill,  it  was  determraed  in  the  hffirmativ.e^ 
yeas  18,  Days  16,  as  fidlowa;  .  • 

ITiAs^-Messrs.  Bayaid,  Bradley,  Cdtis,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, Oilman,  Goodrichf  Oregg,  Horsey,  Howell,'  Han-' 
ter,  Ldb,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinaen;' Smij^  of  lHUi^lsndi 
Saiith  of  Kew  Yorii,  ^nd  Varnom. 

'  Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  9rent,  CamMieU'  o£ 
01^  Campbell  of  Tenneteee,  Condit,  Crawford,  J^rankr 
Im,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Lambert,  Pope,  Tai^  Taylor,  Tai> 
'ner,  and  Wo^hington. 

TfiORanAY,  December  12.  . 
Tbe  bill,  entitled  *^  Ad  act  to  authorize  the  lays. 
ing  out  and  opening  a  public  road  fVotu  the  line 
established  by  the  treaty  oCGreenvilletothe  North 
Bend,  in  the  Stalls  of  Ohio,"  was 'read  the  second' 
time,  and  referred  to  a  :Jelect  eoinmittee;  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell. 
of  ObiOj'ORBQO,  and  PoPs,  were  appointed  the 
committee.  ' 


.  Tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  Iherelief  of  John 
Buroham,^'  was  read  th^  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  con«tlder  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  German,  Franklin,  and<jlRB«o, 
were  appointed  the  comiJiittee.  '. . 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac  Try- 
on,  df  Glastenbury,. in  the  puteof  Connecticut, 
praying  that  (he  pateiit  granted  hiih  oh  the  22d 
ot  Felirbary,  1798,  for  a-  new  and  useful  improve- 
ment in  nia^ufacturing:  bombs,  may  be  extended 
for  a  longer  time,  for.  reaspns  stated  therein  at 
Urge;  and  tbe  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the'tabje.  /' 

The*  Seniae  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wb^Ie,  th«  liH  for  the  relief  df  Robert  Fulton 
and  h,\s  associates ';  and,  after  debate,  the  further 
^onsidenKiott  theireof  was  postp'onedudtil  to-mor- 

'  '  '  *  '      .   ■ 

FatDAY,  Pe^ember  13. 

Thr  Senate  Resumed,  as  in  Gommietee  ofjhe 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Foltos, 
and  his  aaeociates.;  Ab4,  on  moHoikfJbf  hUn*  Bat- 
>RD,to  postpone  the  consideration- thereof  ta  Mon- 
day lortnight,  &t  was  deienntaed  in. tbe  o^gatj^e* 
^d  OD  motion,  by  Mr.  Qilrb,  it  was  retonmil'^  - 
ted  to  a  select  committee,  .to  eojisist  of  five  mem- 
bers, with  inateoetions^  to  revise  the  piteot4aws^ 
with  liberty  to  re|)ort  (hereon  by^hili,  6iUa,  or 
otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Gi lbs,' Bataro,  Craw- 
forq,Camfbbll  of  Tennessee,'  aed  Andjsbbon, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Sepate  resumed,  as  in  Obmmiit|«  of  the 
Wl)ole,4be  l^iti  (or  Opi^pletiRg'tbe  existing  Mil^ 
itary^  Establidhment;  ^and,  after  progreas,  ad* 


pasacd  Joiiraed. 


;'    Saturday,' Decetnb^  14. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  completing  the  existing  Mili- 
tary Establishment;  and  tlie  bill  having  been 
am\ftnded,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  th^  bQl  was  further  amended.  • 

Qo  the  qaestion,  Shalt  this  bill  be.  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the. affirtnative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in-  Cotnblittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  raise,  fora  limited  time  an  ad- 
ditional military  foroe  ;  and,  after  progress,  ad- 
journed. 

MoNBAY,  Deeember  16. 
'  Mr.  WoRTBi'NdTON,  from  the  committee  a]»- 
potnted  on  the  suhjecL  reported  a  billai^ihoriKing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raiee  certain 
companiea  of  spies  or  rangers  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontier  of  the  United.  States ;  and  fhe  bill 
was. read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. . 

Mr*  Oilman;  from  the  CQmmittee.  reported  the 
bill  fof  completing  the  existing  Military  Estab- 
lishment correctly  engrossed,'  and  the'  bill  was 
read  .the  third  time :  and  tb^  blanks  filled. 
'  On  motjon^  by  Mr.  ANhsnaON,  to  Recommit 
the  bill  toa  select eommittee,  furiher  to  eonsider 
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and  report  thereon,  it. was  determined  in  the. ne- 
gative. 

On  the  qaestion,  Sball^  this  bill  pas»?  it  was 
determined  unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
28, a$  follows:  ,.        ■ 

Mmrs.  Andenom  Bibb,  Brettt>  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
CaaipbeU  of  Teonewee^  Condit,  Crawford,  Oatta,  Dana/ 
FranUin,  GaiUasd,  Germaoi  Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Lao»b6rt,  Leib^  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Mainland,  Smith  of  New  YorSi,  Tait,,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and' Vaiaum. 

Mr.  Fbamklin  presented  the  petition  ofTbomaa 
Gordon,  of  Pasquotank  cOoacy,  in  the  State  of 
North  Oarolinay  ia  behalf  oC  himself  and  John 
Shaw,'  praying  a  remission  of  the  penalties  in- 
curred, by  thetn  as  securities  in  aji  embargo  bond, 
for  reasons  eta^d  therein  at  iarg^e.;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  coBMoiltee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  l>y  bill  or  oiher- 
wise;  and  Messrs.  FifAiifFUN,  Jayloa,  %nd  Craw- 
F0|u>,  were  appointed  the  eommiiteOh 

On  .motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Or^eredif  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Tryon,  pre- 
sented the  12th  instant,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mitteefto^whom  was  referred,  the  26th  Novem'* 
her.  the  memorial  of  Robert  R.  Lifingstoo,  and 
Robert  Fulton,  to  cpnsider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  Off  otherwise.. 

MoNDAT,  December  17. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
leA  States  to.  raise  certain  companies  of  spi0s  or 
ran^rs,tbr  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  Statcfis,  was  read  the  second  time. 

[This^ill  provides^ "  that  the  Presiddnt  of  the 
United  States,  wheneYer  he  shall;  have  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  the  actual  or  threatened  invasion 
of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  by 
any  Indian  tribe,  or  tribes,  be  and  he  is,  hereby 
authorized  to  raise,  eithef  by  the  seceptance  of 
volunteers,  or  enlistment  •  for  one  year,  unless 
sooner  discharged,  as  many  companies  as  h^  may 
deem  necessary,  who  shftil  serve  on  foot,  or  be 
mounted,  as  the  service  in  his  qpinion  may  re- 
quire— shall  act  on  the  frontier  as  spies  or  rangers, 
be  atmed,  equipped,  and  organized  in  such  man- 
ner, and  be  under  such  regulations  and  restric- 
tions as  the  nature  of  tBe  service  in  his  opinion 
may  ipake  necessary."  "  Etfch  of  the  said  com- 
panies, ei  spies  or  rangers  to  consist  of  one  cap- 
tain, one  first,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  ensign, 
four  sergeants, four  corporals,  and  silty  privates^"] 

Mr.  FoPB  submitted  the  fqllowing  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  the  widows 
and  representatives  of  the  miUtia  volunteers  who  fell  in. 
the  late  engagement  with  the  Indians  on  the  WabSsh, 
under  the  command  of  Governor  Harrison ;  and,  also, 
of  making  compensation  for  the  horses  and  other  prop- 
erty lost  or  destroyed ;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  rejport  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  recommitted  the  13ch  lost.,  reported, 
in  part,  a.  bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  pat- 
12thCoN.  IsISess.— 2 


entsgranted  to  Robert  Fulton ;  which  was  read 
and  passed  ^  *  second  reading. 

•ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  raise^  for  a  limited  time,  an  ad- 
ditional military  force. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rcan,  to  strike  out,  from 
section  1,  line  3,. the  word  '^ten^"  for  the  porpoae 
of  it^estingio  lieu  th.eireof,  the  word  *'  twenty,''  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative—yeas  2,  nays  31, 
as  follows^ 

Tsjks — Messrs.  Lambert  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bavar^,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condltf 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Dfns,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith- of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Worthingtbn. 

On  motibn  bv  Mr.^BiBs.  to  e'^punge  the  last 
se<ftion'  of  tl|e  biU,  as  follows : 

,  ''That  every  commissioned  and  staff  officer,  to  bo 
appointed  in  virtue, of  this  act^  shall  be  a  citiaen  of  the 
United  States,  or  some  one  of  the  Territories  thereof  ;*' 

It  was  determined  w'the  affirmative — yeaa  19, 
nays  14,  as  follows :      ^ 

Yba»— Messrs.  Bayaid,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Ger- 
man,  Giles,"  Howell,  Hnnter,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and 
Worthington. 

Ni^Ts — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Dana,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith,  of.  Maryland,  and  Tait. 

And  the  PaEBiBENT.  report^  the  bill  to  the 
Bouse  lis  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell^  df  Tennessee,  to 
strike  out  from  section  twelve,  fme  six,  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  as  amended,  the  following  words: 

<*  And  whenever  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service,  who  shall 
have  obtained  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  com- 
pany, battalion,  or  regiment,  a  certtfieace  that  he  had 
faitbfhUy  performed  his  duty  while  in  service,  he  shall, 
faioreover,  be  allowed  and  paid,  in  addition  to  the  said 

bounty,  thtie  months'  pay,  and  acres  of  land. 

And  die  heirs  and  representatives  of  those  non-com- 
missioned officers,  ot*  soldiers,  who  may  be  killed  in  ac- 
tion or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall 
likevrise  be  paid  and  allowed  the  said  additional  bounty 
of  three  months'  pay  and  -^-^  acres  of  land,  to  b&  de- 
signated, surveyed,  and  laid  ofi;  at  the  public  expense, 
in  such  manner,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions, 
ss  mayvbe  provided  by  law :" 

For  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following  words : 

<*And  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier 
who  shall  have  fidthAilly  performed  his  duty,  served 
out  his  term  of  ^^t  years,  and  obuined  his  discharge 
from  the  proper  officer,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive, 
in  addition  to  the  said  bounty,  three  months'  pay  and 
a  lai^d  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  And  in 
case  such  nonnxipimissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  have 
been  discharged  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  five  years  for  which  he  was  enlisted,  having  fwthr 
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fully  performed  bis  dtitj  while  in 'service,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to,  and  receire  a  land  warrant  for,  a  number  of 
acres  proportioned  to  the  time  he  shall  havi^  actaalij 
served,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  for  the  full  time  of  five  years.  And  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  evexy  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier 
who  shall  be  killed  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  or'  who 
altell,  during  the  time  fi>r  which  he  may  have  been  en- 
listed, die  in  actual  service,  or  of  wounds  received  in 
battle,  or  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled 
to,  and  receive  a  land  warrant  for,  the  AUl  quantity  of 
acres  to  which  the  said  deceased  would  have  been  en- 
titled had  he  lived  ami  served  out  his  full  term  of  five 
yean;  which  said  land  warrants  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Becretary  of  War,  in  the  names  and  for  the  use  only  of 
the  persons  who  performed  the  service^ ,  or  theic  legal 
representatives,  and  shall,  not  be  transferable  to  any 
other  person  or  persons;  and  may,  at  their  option,  bA 
located  with  the  register  of  either  of  the  land  offices  of 
the  United  States,  subsequent  to  the  public  sales  in 
such  office,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  then  and  tnere  ofiei^  fbr  sale ;  or  may  be  re- 
ceived at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  in  payment 
of  any  such  public  lands :"     . 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negatiye^-yeas 
10,  nays  23,  as  follows:  ^  •" 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Franklin,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent,  Craw- 
finrd,  CutU,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  'Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  HoweU,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yo|rk,  Tait.  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Varaum.      ' 

,ADd  the  bill  was  further  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andebson,  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  ten,"  section  one,  line  three-^ 

Mr.  Giles  rose,  and  sobmitted,  m  8u|)8tance, 
the  following  observations : 

Mr.  Giles  said,  he  found  himself  in  a, very  un- 
prepared state,  called  upon  to  oppose  a  very  un- 
expected motion.  The  object  or  the  mover  had 
been  very  precisely  expressed ;  but  he  bad  men- 
tioned the  numl^er  of  twelve  thousand  infantry 
as  preferable  to  twenty  thousand,  about  the  oumf'- 
ber  provided  for  by  the  bilL  Mr.  G.  said  it  w^s 
alao  understood,  that,  a  force  of  ten  tbousan4,  men 
of  every  description  would  more  correspond  with 
the  Executive  views,  and  fully  answer  the  Ex- 
-ecutive  requisition.  This,  he  beliered,  was  the 
fact,  and  should  so  consider  it  in  tbe  course  ol  the 
observations  he  proposed  to  make.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  circumstance,  however,  considering  the 
late  occurrences  on  our  Western  frontiers,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  Western  people  so  justly  excited 
thereby,  ^c,  he  acknowledged  that  the  motion 
had  come  frpm^the  most  unexpected  quarte.r  of 
the  Union,  and  from  a  gentleman  the  most  uoex' 
pected  to  him  of  all  those  who  represent  the  west- 
ern portion  of  the  United  States;  because,/rom  the 
long  course  of  military  services  honorably  render- 
ed by  that  gentleman  during  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  he  rouse  have  become  well  acquainted  with 
tb«  absolute  necessity  of  a  due  degree  of  momen- 
tum in  military  affairs.  ! 
Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  go  into  a  full  I 
exposition  of  our  foreiga  relau'ons  at  this  time;  I 


yet  the  motion  furnished  a  most  extensive  aeope 
for  observation,  beeause^  if  it  should  unfortunately 
succeed,  it  would  esseotUHy  derange,  as  be  con-^ 
ceived,  the  whole  views  of  the  committee  who 
bad  reported  the  bill.  He  woukj,  therefore,  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  the  most  prominent  and  im- 
portant coQsideratibns,  .whie|i  he  presumed  bad 
operated  on  tiie  committee,  and  had  Certainly  on 
himself,  to  induce  the  recommendation  of  twenty- 
five  thou^aikl  men,  as  the  smallest  possible  quan- 
tum of  force  demanded  by  the  crisis ;  and  to  de- 
monstrate (he  advaniai^s  of  a  force  at'ieast  to 
t)>at  extent,  <^v^r  that  which  seemed  to  be  contem- 
plated by  the  honorable  mover^  and  still  more 
over  that  w|>ich  is  said  ta  conaist  with  the  Exectt- 
tiv«  project. '        .         J        • 

In  the  eonsideraVion  of  this  subject  it  is  impor- 
tant to  turn  oor  attenttoa  to  the  object9  for  whieh 
a  military*  (bi'ofe  is  tfeman^ed^  to  enable'  us  the  • 
better  to  apportion  the  means  to  the  objects  in- 
tended to  be  eflfected.  /For  this  purpose  he  begged 
the  most  serious  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
President's  Message  at  th^  conlm^eiicement  of  Che 
session.  , 

*'  I  must  now  add,"  curves  the  President  "  that  the 
period  is  arrived  which  claims  from  the  legislative  guar- 
dians of  the  national  rights  a  system^  of  more  ample 
provision  for  maintaining  them.  Notwithstanding  tiie 
sCruptilouB  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and  the 
multiplied  efforU  on  the  part  of  ther  United  States,  to 
substitute  for  the  accumulating  dangers  to  the  peace 
of  the  two  countries^  dl  the  mutual  advantages  of  re- 
established friendship  and  confidence,  we  have  seen  - 
that  the  British  Cabii^et  perseveres,  not  only  in  with- 
holding a  remedy  fot  other  wrongs  so  long  and  so 
loudly  calling  fi>r  it;  but  in  the  execution,  brought 
home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory,  of  measures 
*  which,  under  existing  eircumstanccs,  have  the  chai^ 
acter,  as.  well  as  the  effect,  of  wtr  on  our  lawfbl  com- 
merce* .  '  •  .  '  . 
^  "  W;th  this  evidence  of  MMtile  inflexibility,  in  trainp- 
ling  on  rights  which  no  independent  nation  can  relin- 
quish, Congrees  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  an.  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by 
the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national  spirit 
and  expectations. 

'  *^  I  recommend,  accordingly^  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  filling  (he  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlist- 
ments of  the  regular  tro<ms;.  fbr  an  auxiliaiy  force,  to 
be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  terok ;  for  the  acceptance 
of  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  conrt  a 
participation  in  urgent  services;  for  de^chments,  as 
they  may  be  wanted,  of  oth<fr  portions  of  the  militia, 
and  for  such  a  prepanttion  of  the  great  body  as  will 
proportion  itsiuseiulnes^  to  its  intrinsic  ciq»aoi^.'" 

Here  we  find,  in  the  first  place,  the  most  sol- 
emn and'  imperious  call  upon  Congress,  ia  the 
eharaeter  of  ^  the  legislative  guardians  of  the  na- 
tional right?,  for  a  system  of  more  ample  provi- 
sions for  maintaining  them.",  The  President  then 
▼ery  properly  and  emphatically  proceeds  to  tell 
us  why  he  makes  this  solemn  call  upon  the  Uffis- 
lative  guardians  of  the  nation  at  this  time.  He 
tells  us  in  substance,  that  nolwithstanding  "  the 
scru[nilou3  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and 
multiplied  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  United  States." 
to  inauee  Great  Britain  to  recede  from  lier  hoetiie 
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aggressions  apoQ  their  esseqtial  sofereign  rights, 
so  far  fi^om  yielilhig  to  these  polite  and  pathetic 
iD?itatioBs,  she  had  increased  heriaggressions/^nd 
had  adopted  ^  measures^  which,  under-  existing 
eircnrastancee,  bsTe  the  charact^,  as  w^l .  as 
the  effect,  of  war  upon  dur  lawful  commerce  f* 
aad  that  these  nteasures  are,  in  their  execution 
'*  brought  home  to  the  threshold  ,of  our  territory." 
Could  the  President  have  ch6sen  language  more 
emphatic  to.  show  the  imperious  character  of  the 
call  made  upon  Congress  to  furnish  hhn  with  the 
adequate  physical  means  to  retrieve  the  honor  knd 
redress  the  wrongs  of  the  nation  1  Lest  there 
might  be  some  possible  mistake  on  the  pUrt  of 
Congress,  he  tells  us  expKcitly,  that  the  aggres- 
sionsof  Great  Qritain  have  the  character  as  well 
as  the  effect  of  war  upon  our  lawful  commerce, 
and  that  this  waj  is  bjrought  home  to  the  threshold 
of  our  territcMry. 

But,'  sir;  the  Pi^stdent  does  not  stop  here.  He 
tells  us  that  notwithstanding  our  protracted  mod- 
eration, Ac,  d^.,  Great  dritain,  with  hostile  in- 
flexibility, persereres  in  Irampling  on  essential, 
sorereign  rights^  rights  at  feast,  "  which  no  inde- 
pendent nation  can  relinquish."  Here  then,  it  is 
evident,  the  President  conceives,  that  our  inde< 
pendence  as  a  nation  is  brought  into  question^ 
aad  put  al  ,haz4rd.  Qap  anv  subject  present  a 
more  awlul^and  imperious  call  upon  Congress^o 
exert  aiid  apply  the  whole  energies  of  the  nation, 
than  a  question  of  independence?  The  plain  En- 
glish of  all  this  communication,  he  understood 
to  be,  that  all  the  inefficient  measures,  which  have 
been  adopted  in  relation  to  the  belligerents  ^fot 
three  years  past,  had  Jiot  answered  the  expecta- 
tions of  their  projectors ;  but,  instead  of  the  ex* 
pected  recession,  had  V>roduced,  on  the  part  of 
Oreat  Britain  atleast,  inflexible  hostility,  This 
was  a  yery  natural  result,  and  one' wfaiph  he  had 
always  anticipated,  aswas  well  known  tp  this 
honorable  body. .  But  the  Administration,  having 
learnt  wisdom  by  these  feeble  experiments;  had 
now  detarmined  to  change  its  course,  and  fo;  the 

Eurpose  of  rendering  this  hostitfty  more  ;flexiblft, 
ad  at  lengtli  resolved,  instead  of  commercial  re- 
strictions, to  try  the  effect  of  .physical  forcV.  An 
adequate  forcie  is  therefore  deraiMided  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  the  adequacy  of  the  force  1»  very  prb- 
perly  referred  to  Congress,  where  the  responsi- 
bility is  placed  by  the  Cpnstttiition,  whefe  it  ouffht 
to  rest;  and,'  fbr  one,  he  was  willing  to  take  hil 
fall  share  of  it.  But,  sifj  the  President  goes  on 
farther.  After  designating  the  objects,  he  points 
ont  the  standard  for  ascertain insf  the  adequacy  of 
the  forte  demanded  for  their  ^fluctuation.  In  his 
official  responsible  Message,  b«  tells  us  »hat  <'Con- 
mss  will  fed  the  daty  of  putting  the  .United 
States  into  an  armor  and*  an  attitude, demanded 
by  the  crisis,  and  corresponding  wjth  the  national, 
spirit  and  expectations."  Thestandard  here  point- 
ed out  for  calcuhting'the  quantum  of  force  to  be 
supplied  is*.*  thecrisis."  whichhad  been  previpjusly 
described  in,  the  most'solenm  and  imposing  termsy 
and  "the  national  spirit  aad  expectation^."  Whe- 
ther the  committed  had  reported  too  great  a  force 
for  sabdaiag  the  crisis,.he  was  wilting  to  submit 


to  the  verdict  of  the  national  spirit  and  expecta-^ 
tions.  ^ 

But  it  is  now  said,  or  intimated  in  substance, 
that  this  official  responsible  standard  is  only  os- 
tensible, and  that  the  true  standard  for  estimating 
the  quantum  of  force  demanded,  must  be  derived 
from  the  decrepit  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
financial  faime  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
that-department.  This  subject  will  require  a  dis- 
tinct' consideration ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say^  that  the  committee  unanimously 
refilled  to  be  influenced  by  any  considerations^ 
but  those  resulting- from  the  official  responsible 
communication,  and  their  own  reflections  upon 
the  state  of  t he  nation  as  d  iselosed  thereby.  Tney 
.unanimously  rejected  informal,  inofficial  comma* 
picatiohs.  '  * 

It  will  be  observed,  too,  in  the  Messaee,  the 
President,  in  his  more  specific  rec'bmmeadations, 
aAer  desifftiating-  the  kinds  of  force-  suited  to  the 
occasion,  leaves  the  quantum  of  each  to  be  judged 
of  and  decided. by  .Congress,  where  the  responsi* 
bilitydid  and  outrht  to  rest;  and  be  was  unwill- 
ing, by  receding  from  his  Constitutional  doty,  lo 
revert'this  responsibility  upon  the  Executive. 

It  thus  appearing,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  force 
demanded  was  for  -the  purposes  of  war,  if  unfor- 
tunately we  should  be  driven  by  Great  Britain  to 
that  last  resort;  and  that  although  the  war  would 
be  undertaken  upon  {principles,  strictlyr  defensive, 
yet,  i^  its  operation,*  it  must  necessarily  become 
offensive  on  our  part*^  at^  thai  Congress  was  to 
determine  exchisively  upon  the  adequacy  of  the 
means  for  (yinduciing  it ;  he  would  now  proceed 
to  inquire  .more  parttcuiarJy,  first,  whether  the 
committee  had  recommended  a  force  more  than 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  the  war ;  and  second, 
^whether  it  was  wkbin  the  capacity  of  the  Unitea 
States  to  supply  the  force  thus  recommended. 

Ms.  G.  said,  that  in. estimating  the. quantum  of 
force  demanded  by  the  existing  crisis,  it  appeared 
to  him,  gentlemcQ  had  n^t  given  sufficient  con- 
sideration to  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  United 
Btates  in  relation  to  the  Flondas— to  the  exten- 
sion qfout  South^n  and  Western  frontiers-^to  the 
late  hoitileaets  and  threatenings  in  that  quarter^* 
nor  to  (lie  importance  of  Orreans,  its  exposed  po- 
sition .and  defenceless  situation.  These  circum- 
stances, however;  entered  deeplyinto  the  consid- 
eration of  the  committee,  had  induced  it  to  con* 
citide  that  the'wiiole  Military  Establishment  now 
authorized  by  law,  if  completed,  would  not  be 
mor^  than  sofficient,  perhaps  insufficient,  to  an* 
swer  the  necessary  obiects  of  the  Government  in 
the  scenes  just  described.  .  It  was,  therefore,  in- 
tended that  the  whole  of  that  force  should  be  left 
free  )o  act  therein,  according  to  circumstances, 
and  that  the  additional  force  now  recommended 
sbouldvact  exclusively. in  the  northern  and  eastern 
portion  of  the  Union.  This  force  tko  gentleman 
will  pretend  can  be  too  great  for  our  obiects  in 
that  quarter,  in  the  event  of  wa1r  unaided  by  the 
existing  establishment  Hence  it  was  a  matter 
of  great  surprise  to  him  that  the  Western  gentle* 
men  should  wish  to  dioiaish  the  number  of  men 
now  proposed  tq  be  raised ;  because  he  believed 
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tbat  eyery  man  deducted  from  the  proposed  force, 
would  take  one  from  the  force  intended  by  the 
committee  to  protect  our  Southern  and  Western 
frontiers.  These  gentlemen,  he  presumed,  must 
be  better  judges  than  himself,  how  many  of  these 
men  they  ^an  generqusly  spare  from  their  own 
protection;  hut,  for  his  part,  he  thought  there 
was  not  one  to  spare  from  these  objects,  and  the 
committee  were  wiiltng  to  ^iVe  the  whole-  of 
them  that  destination. 

With  respect  to  the  protection  of,  New  Orleans, 
he  knew  it  was  the  expectation  of  tha  late  Ad- 
ministration, that  in  the  e?ent  of  war,  Qreal  Brit- 
ain would  possess  herself  of  "that  city ;  and  it 
was  not  their  intention  to  incur  the  fripense  of' 
being  constantly,  prepared  to  repel  the  first  incur* 
sions  of  the  enemy — he  did  not  know  the  intea- 
tioa  of  the^present  Administration  in  that  resnM^ 
but  presumed  it  was  acting  on  the  same  policy. 
la  case  the  British  should  take  poss^ioa  of  Of^ 
leans,  the  Western  people  must  necessarily  be' 
called  upon  to  drive  them  out,  and  he  doubted 
very  mach  whether  it  would  b^  either  a  Very  ac- 
ceptable occupation  or  a  vegy  easy  task.  He^ad 
always  disapprofed  of  this  fiolicy,  and  in  the 
event  of  war,  be  thought  it  wise,  not  only  to  be 
prepared  for  defence  at  all  points,  but  to  giv^ 
the  first  blow.  He  bdiered,  in  the  end,  it  woi^d 
be  jound  not  only  the  wisest,  but  the  most  Eco- 
nomical policy,  both  in1>lQQd  and  treasure; 

Having  presented  to  the  Senate  the  objects  to 
which  the  existing  Military  Establishment  ought 
to  be  assigned,  according  to  thC'Vi^ws  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  would  proceed  to  inquire,  whether  the 
additional  force  recommended  would  be  pore  than 
competent  to  the  objects  (o  which  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  assigned,  and  which  ooght  unquestion- 
ably to  be  effected  by  it.  Ip  case  of  wftr,  an  event 
he  deprecated  as  much  as  any  gentleman  present, 
the  new  army  would  have  to  map  your  fortifica- 
tions on  the  seaboard,  from  Norfolk  to  the  extrem- 
ities of  our  territory;  North  and^East,.  and  to  oc^, 
copy  Canada.  These  are  the  contemplated  and 
indispensable  objects  of  thi^  army,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Executive  and  the  honorable  mover, 
aa  well  as  of  the  oommiuee.  The  questiod  will, 
therefore,  turn  upon  the  accuracy  and  correctness. 
of  their  respective  calculatiooa  as.  to  the  qqantum 
of  force  necessary  to  effect  these  ot^ects. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  a  conversation  with  the 
Secretary  fbr  the  Department  of  War,  in  his  char* 
ifeter  of  phairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  in  which  the  Secretary  did  endeavor 
to  demonstrate  to  him.  that  a  smaller,  number  of 
men  than  25fi00  woulq  aqswer  these  objects ;  but 
ao  far  from  producing  ibis  conviJbtion,  it  satisfied 
him  that  the  number  was  too  smalL  He  thought 
that  every  inference  drawn  by  ihe  hoqoiable  Sec- 
retary ought  to  have  been  inverted^  For  in- 
stance, he  was  asked,  how  n\any  men  were  indis- 
pensabW  necessary  to  man.  the  iprtifica.tions  at 
New  York?  The  honorable  Secretary  replied 
2,000',  but  he  intended  to  make  1,000  answer,  and 
would  rely  for  (he  rest  of  the  complement  on  the 
local  militia.  Now,  Mr.  G.  said,  ha  inferred,  if 
1^000  men  were  necessary  for  tha^  most  exposed 


and  important  position,  4hat  1,000  wpuld  not  an- 
swer, with,  the  precarious  and  accidenu^l  aid  of 
the  local  militia  ;•  that  2.000  ought  to  be  calcula- 
ted on  for  tbtft  service;  and  if,  with  the  aid  of  the 
local  militia,  they  couU  protect  New  York  against 
the  force  Great  Britain  might  detach  against  that 
citv,  they  would  perforjn  their  full  share  of  the 
toils,  and  perils  of  the  war.    Two  thousand  meB| 
completely  furnished  with  all  the  means  of  an-'  ' 
noyance,  possessed  of  all  the  skill,  that  military 
science  Could  afford, .and* impelled  "by  all  the  sub- 
ordination.and  management. tha^  military  disoi- 
plioe  coqld  impose,. with  the  aid  of  thelocal  mili-r 
tia  also,  would  deserve  Well  of  their  country  if 
they  should  preserve  New  York  from  the|frasp  of 
.Great  Britain,. In*  case  she  should  think  proper  to 
direct  the  force,  she  might  have  at  cominand 
against  that  citv.    Theivwby\seBd  one  thousand 
on  a  service,  w&en  we  know  that  two  thousand 
are  necessary,  and-  perhaps  incompetent  ?    Is  it 
because  the  United  3tatea  haye  not  the  capacity 
to  send  2,000 1    That  quesUoa  shall  be  ^zamiaed. 
presently.    The  same  observations  will  apply  to 
(he  protection  of  Rhode  Island,  where  2flO0  more 
will  be  necessary }  and  1,000  will  be  as  few  as 
can  possibly  he  detached  for  the  other  fortifica- 
tions.   Admitting  thep  5,000  men  to  be  neoassafv 
to  man»  t^te  various  fortifications  on  the  seaboard, 
and  supposing  ^very  man  to  be  ra.lsed,asf]uroposea 
in  the  bill,  there  will  be  a  disposable  force  of  c^ly 
20,000  men  fprthe  occupation  of  Canada.    But 
upon  the  Executive  project  there  would  be  left 
fbr  that  service  only  5,000  m^n ;  unless  indeed  the 
Western  and  Southern  fro.ntieca  should  be  left,  un- 
protected,, or  th^  fortifications  on  the  seaboard 
should  be  only  half  manneiL  and  Of  course  left  to 
th^  spoMTt  of  the  enemy.    Mn  G.  said  he  appre" 
.bended  that^in  the  fii%t  onset  of  the  war,  Great 
3ritain  Would  direct  her  forne  to  the  occupation 
of  NewTprk  and  New  Orleans  j  and  if  she  should 
possess  herself  of  those  two  points,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  predict  that  the  Administration  which, 
commenced  the  war  would  not  finish  it;  espe- 
cially linderasvstemjof  policy,  which  would  only 
furnish  one  half  of  the  means  deeooed  necessary 
for  thejr  protection*— yesf  sir,  known  to  be  inade- 
quate at  the  time  .of  applying  it.    What  apologr 
could  be  loade  to  an  injured  nation  .unde|[  such 
circun;^6Unc9s  )    We  knew  2,(K)0  men  Co  b^  neoea- . 
sary  for  the  defence  of  New  York ;  but  w6  sagely 
determined  to  apply  1,000  only  to  that  objept,  for 
fear  of  incurring  th^jezpense  of  the  requisite  oum-  . 
ber.    This  would   be   self-condemnation.    The 
peop(6  would  lose  all  confidence  in. such  ^cula- 
tors,  and  would  certainly  make  the.  ezperimeat 
of  a  changa.    Under  such  circumstances,  Mr.  G. 
said  be  would  be  the-first  to  cry  out  for  achanga 
^of  Admii^istration,  for  it  would  not  be  possible  to ' 
lose  by  it.    Defend  New  York  with  all  the  judg- 
ment and  skill  yoacan  command  j  fill  the  fortifi- 
cations with  the  full  complement  of  troops  amply 
provided,  call  id  the  local  militia^  dbe.,  and  he 
should  not  be  surprised  If  the  British  should  get 
,  possession  of  that  city.    But  ^hea  there  would  be 
no  blame  on  the  Aoministratron ;  all  its  dutiaa 
Will  have  been. performed;  and  the  result  would 
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test  ufMD  the  ft^rtune  of  irar ;  but  a  single  s^^  of 
neglect  or  misconduct  would  certainly  deprive 
abe  AdffiiiMsinition  of  the  public  ebnfdence.- 

If,'  fltir,  Qretit  Britain  should  gH  possessioiK  of 
New.  York  and  New-Orleans^and.yoQ  should  get 
possession  of  Canada,  yoii  woul  J  be  yery  glad  to 
make  the  exchange  upon  the  teriiiination  of  the 
war.  Tberefoi'e,  take  care  of  these  two  points.  . 
lir,  G.  said,  be  also  requested  the  hoooiahie 
Secretary  to  «conkuU  with  the  President,  ana  in- 
form 2iira/as  the  President's  Secretary,  whether 
tJie  Prestdcfnt'  wished  to  have  ihe  o^nnWr  of  jnen 
teduced^  or. whether  he  had  a  preference  for  any 
tother  taumber  7  The  reply,  after  the  consultation, ' 
Very  |>roperly^  was,  that  the  President  had  .bo 
opinion  to  ooef^  on  that  point.  ,He  copsider^  it 
a  subject  of  legislatire  discretron,  ^.    Of  eourse 

'«i^y  informal'  Executiye  yiew8  ought  not  •  to  be 
aubstitoted'  for  our  own  discretion  and  r^ponsb 
bility.  •  Mr.  G.  said,  hejtnew  it  had  been  suggest- 
«d«  and  perhaps  from  very  high  ituthpritj',  that  no- 
thing was  oeoes^ry  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  re- 
eede  from  her  aggressions,  bat  to  convinee  her, 
that/  instead*  of  opposing  |o  iham  inefficient  com* 
nercial  resrictioqs,  they  Would  be.  resisted  with 
physical  force ;  and  that  raising  ten  ihousand  men 

>  iiV0uld4^n>du<e  this  conruStioo,'W»thout  Incurring 
further  expense.  '  This  sugg^tioa  furnished  soibe 
of  his  strongest  objeeiibns  to  (iouting  the  force  to 
bo^raised  to  ten  thowsand  men.  Bo  far  from  pro- 
duoiog  that  conviction  oi^  the  Britishi  Cabinet)  he 
was  convinced  it  would  produce  precisely  the 

.  opposite  effeot.  The  British  Cabinet  :|rould  h>ok 
4rt  the  means  provided  for  efl%ctin|t  4he  ob|ect|  as 
Ike  nest  evidence  of  the  object  itseif.  And.  •» 
thes^  naeaus  would  be  viewed  so  utterly  inade* 
equate  to  the  purposes*  of  war,  .the  Cabinet  would 

,  iieoessartly  coactu^e  that  we  were  i|Ot  in  earnest, 
4hat  we  were,  joking,  even  upon  thie  most  tferipas 
subject  I  that  war  was  not  }n  tended,  and  would 
Bot  ba  resorted  to  under  any  circumstances.  '  This 
imprdssion,.  the.  necessary  result  of  our  format 
measures,  baitbeco^e  90  geheral^both  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  we  have  much  to  do  to  retrieve  our 
Ibsi  reputation;  we  do  not  stand  upon  original 
gfouttdl  Our  measures  must  be  of  av^ry  differ* 
«fit  eharaeter  Irom  what  they  .have  beeii.to  pro- 
duce the  desired  .conviction,  either  ^t  home  or 
abi^oad.  Having  changed-  our  principle  of  ac  (ton, 
from  commecei^  rest^cCioas  to  physical  for^e, 
limiting  tha^  for^ce  to  ten  thousand  men  'would 
be,  in  his  judgment,  as.muQh  trtfliag  with  the 
^aer^iee  of  the  Uation,  ad  in^kient  commeroial 

•  reatrictions  had  heretofore  been  iriflinff  with  the 
<ofaaraeter  and  idtereits  of  the  na(4oo^anj  he  feafed 
wias  dictated  by  the  saiba  uafo'rtanate  imbeoile 
apirit  HOd  .policy.  Mr.G.  said,  that,  whilst  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  begsed  to  be  excused 
for  reading  a  few  paragraphs  from  a  newspaper, 
which  he  aecidentflly  picked  up  last  evening, 
'Contaittiagthe  aananciatioa  of  the  President's 
Message  at  Quebec,  the  verv  point  to'  which  the 
proposed  force' might  probably  be  directed.  It 
rally  dcmonslratea  the  iapressioris  existing  there, 
«ad  wUah  haye  bean  piodueed 'by  our  former 


"QvsaBc,-  Not»mber  Ig. 
**  Pruidents  JfoMg'e.— Heppily  the  axpeetetimi  of 
Mr.  Madis6n's  iipeech  steps  in  opportunely,  as  mom- 
thing  of  an  antidote  to  the  efieot  of  the  Ennipean 
dearth.  .Prom  that  speech  «hall  we  learn  that  the 
terrible  being,  John  Bull,  does  not  suffer  his  thousand 
armed  vessels,  manned  and  equipped  at  an  enormous 
expense,  to  lie  wholly  idle;  but  that  they  are  guilty  of 
the  audacious  tyranny  of  being,  in  some  degree,  a 
cheek  on  the'Tiolent  inclinations  of  Bame  Columbia  to 
extend  her  ahns  to  cherish,  aid,  and  asstet  her  admired 
hdro,  Napoleon,  in  eAbcting  John's  annihilation.  Much 
will  the  speech  oomplain  that  4ie  Sovereign  of  the 
Oceaii''ii  not  powerful  to'Ho.  purpose,  and  does  not  de- 
ioendlo,  and  pot  himself  on  a  to  vol  with  the  imbedlHy 
of  the  United  Sla^  with  dieir  doxen  ships.  Uapar- 
douabl^  is  the  gnevtoce  that  the  Leviathan  Is  nolTas 
powerless  as  the  Cod:  that  the  JaekaU,  whom  nature 
mean^  ibr.the  Lion's  provider,  is  noi  pecfnitted  to 
divert  its  prOveoder  to^  the  f  upport  of  the  T1g^«  w«th 
a  view  to  the  destruction  of  the  Lion*. 

**  The  speech  may  not  say  these  things  in  direct 
terms;  but  such  wilC  unquestionably,  be  its  meaning : 
^<  With  ^^llogisms 'twill  make  a  clatter, 
.  -•  .With  abstract  .rights  tHree-deckers  battery    '• 
An  empty  purse  at 'millions  shake, 
And  no  trade  'gainst  a  tree  trade  stake: 
Of  rotting  produce  count  the  gain, 
*  A  seaboard  boast  shut  from  the  main ; 
To  seamen  recommend  the  loom, 
And  on  each  mast  to  fix  the  broom; . 
Merchants,  inr  lack  of  ibraign  wares. 
To  eetailjipptes;  pHims,  and  pears." 
Limit  all  yodr  mieh^  efforts  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  it  will  afford  a  better  subject  for  another 

Jasquihadf)  than  the  President's  Message  had 
one  for  the  one  just  read.  He  should  not  hare 
v^Uttired  to  read  these  paragraphs  to  the  Senate, 
however,  if  these  impressions  were  merely  local. 
But  he  believed  similar  impressions  pervaded 
Europe  i|n^  America,  aiid  had  unfortunately 
found  thetr  way  into  Jhe  French  and  British 
Cabinets.  Nor  shbuld  he  have  thought  these 
sarcasms  worfh  regkrd,  werer  it  not  for  the  truisms 
'w^th  which  they  were  pointed.  When  the  Due 
de  Cadoire/  upon  his  review  of  our  prbceedings, 
told  tis  offioialiy  that  he  would  have  expected 
morefnym  a  Jamaica  Asseiaibly,  he  thought  it 
both  impertinent  and  insolent;  butthe  point  of 
the  oSence  was  a'  consciousness  that  It  was  too 
mttch  tjkd  the  trtnh.  It  is  a  truism  which  forms 
the  stfng  of  every  sarcasm.  We  find  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon,  voo,  acting  under  these  same 
impressions^  when  he  seizes  and  confiscates  yotir 
property,  without  even  a  plausible  pretext.  The 
only  ground  upon  which  he  acted,  was  a  convie- 
tion  ihat  you  woald  not  reseat  it.  add  he,  there- 
fore, mi^ht  plunder  with  Impunity.  The  same 
impressions  direct  the  British  Cabinet  in  its  ^<  in- 
flexible hosj^tility,*^  and  its  war  upon  bur  com- 
merce, both  in  character  and  effect,  *<  brought 
home  to  the'  threshold  of  our  territory."  If  our 
prowacted  moderation,  wonderful  moderation, 
dtc,  by  whicQ  he  presumed  were  meant  oi^r 
feeble  contrivances  for  th^  ^^  three  years,  and 
of  which,  he  feared,  the  reqmsiUon  01  ten  ihMi- 
•and  men  Was  a  breachi  both  ia  aprntnadpobaf , 
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sboold  stilt  be  continued,  he  believed  it  Would 
degenerate  into  someihioir  of  a  very  different 
character,  and  would  receive  a  very  different 
deii«rminatiQO  from  the  pablie.  > 

Mr.  G.  begged  the  Senate  to  tarn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  means  of  resistance  now  actually  in 
Canada,  which  would  probably  be  opposed  to  the 
contemplated  force.  From  the  best  information 
he  could  obtain,  the  British  had  at  this  time  in 
Canada  from  seven  to  ten  thousand  tegular  troops^ 
and  from  twelve  lo  fifteen  thousand  well  appoint- 
ed, well  furnished  militia,  drawn  fVom  a  popula- 
tion of  nearty  three  huncfred  thousand  sOufs.  If, 
therefore,  your  troops  could  be  readv  to  act  in 
.  the  Spring  before  the  breaking  op  of  the  ice,  and 
Vefbre  the  British  ecmld  throw  further' succors 
•  into  that  country,  it  appeared  to  him  there  would 
be  very  good  employment  for  twepty  thousand 
men  in  subduing  this  force  and  pQpulition;  and, 
if  undertaken  with  fewer  men,  a  failure  of  the 
'  enterprise  would  pisobably  be  the  consequence. 
Besides,  sir,  we  should  recollect  that  Great  Brit- 
ain is  the  same  Great  Britain  we  encountered  in 
1775,  1776,  dbe.;  and  although  soiqe  genneufen 
aeemed  to  suppose  that  she  was  fully  occupied 
with  her  European  war;  that  she  was  impovei*-. 
ished,  fghting  for  her  existence,  dbc.,  and  oX 
course  Md  at  command  very  little  disnosable 
force,  he  viewed  the  subject  very  differently. 

It  is  true  (^reat  Britain  is  engaged  with  a  formi- 
dable enemy ;  but  hitherto  ahe  has  greatly  the  ad- 
vanta^  in  the  war.  Where  hits  she  lost  one  inch 
of  territory  1  What  acquisitions- of  territory  and 
population  has  she  not  tbade,  both  in  the  East 
and  West  Indies?  What  obstaclea  is  she  now 
opposing  to  the  occupation  of-  the  Southern  Pe* 
nmsula  by  her  enemy  1  So  far  from  her  popula- 
tion being  diminished  at  home,  it  appeared  to  be 
greatly  increased  by  the  last  census^  notwith-' 
standing  all  the  distresses  and  starvations  we 
have  heard  of,  dtc.  Count  the  nomber  of  French- 
and  English  prisoners,  and  you  will  find  tfaa^ 
Great  Britain  had  the  advantage  of  perhaps  ten 
10  one.  Her  fleet  is  unrivalled ;  of  course  left 
more  free  to  actthan^  at  any  time  during  the 
Revolutiouary  war.  He,  therefore,  concluded 
that  we  should  have  to  contend  now  with  the 
same  Great  Britain  we  dii  rhen^  with  renovated 
powers  and  resources.  Yet  to  this  Power  it  is 
proposed  to  oppose  only  ten  thousand 'additional 
troops.  Mr.  G.  said  it  ^as  uncertain  how  long- 
Great  Britain  might  keep  her  army  upon  the 
PeninsuU ;  but  whenever  it  shall  be  .withdrawn, 
either  by  choice  or  necessity,  she  will  have  a 
formidable  disposable  force  hi  numbers,  skiU,and 
Iwavery;  and  whether  she  withdraws  that  army 
or  not,  yott  will  find  that  she  will  i^ommand  a 
respectable  force  for  the  protection  of  Canada,  if 
you  wait  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  which 
now  envelopes  all  the  avenues'  of  that  country. 
Time,  therefore,  is  all-important,  and  not  a  mo» 
ment  for  preparations  ought  to  be  lost. 

France,  it  is  true,  has  astonishingly  aggran- 
dlied  herself  during  the  existing  war  In  Europe; 
kit  it  has  been  4one  at  the  expense  of  other  na« 


tions,  not  of -Great  Britain.    Great  Brkain  has 
had  her  sha^e  of  the  spoils  also.. 

-Let  us  then  not  undervalue  our  enemy.  Sir, 
this  project  of  limiting  our  efforts  to  ten  thousand 
men,  seems  to  be  too  much  upon  the  plan  of  a 
scarecrow,  and  it  appears  to  be  regarded  in  that 
light  by  some  gentlemen.  He  said  Great  Britain 
was  the  last  nation  on  earth,  that  he  would  tender- 
'take  to  frighten  ^ith  scarecrows  i  besides,  even 
upon  the  scarecrow  plan,  he  should  suppose  4hat 
twenty-five  thobsanJ  men  wodd  be'  better  than 
ten.tholisaad.  Mr.  G.  said  he'  disliked  this  pro- 
ject extremely,  from  another  consideratiotof  which 
It  -forcibly  impressed  upon  his  mind.  It  must 
evidently  have  been  reconunended  by  that  same 
spirit  and  policy  Which,  had  heretofore  relied 
upon  the'cbapfer  of  accidents  for  success,  and  not 
upon  our  own  ^erfftes  and  resources. '  It  seems 
to  have  been  founded  on  the'  hope  that  Great 
Britain  would  recede  without  an  effort  on  our 
part.  .It  is  a  fhllaeions  hope.  The  hope  itself 
wiA  always  defeat  its  own  object,  by  avoiding 
the  means  to  insure  its  own -success. 

Mr.  G.  said  we  bad  enjoyed  a  long  course  of 
prosperity,  hot  we  ought  not  to  calculate  ujpon 
perpetual  exemption  from  the  tsommon  calamrtiea 
of  nations.  When  days  of  adversity  shall  arrive^ 
vi^e  should  ijiieet  theib  with  becoming  fortitude 
and  energy.  He  ^deprecated  that  spirit  which  ap- 
pealed to  he  longing  and  whining  after  prosperity 
that  is  passed,  as  if  i»  feated  to  look  adversity  in 
the  face.  Mr.  President,  when  adversity  comes, - 
.you  must  look  her  in  the  face ;  yes,  sir,  yon  must 
stare  her  out  of  countenance;  you  must  ro^t  her 
with  courage;  and  with  means  sufficient  to  sub- 
due her.  -Mr.  President,  if  after  w^' have  been 
solemnly  called  togetl^er  to  receive  commnniaa* 
tibns  of  ereat  and  weighty  matters,  and  after  our 
meeting  nave  been  told'  that  our  independence  is 
at  hazard,  that  there  is  actual  wan  both  in  char- 
acter and  effect,  upon  our  lawtul  commerce, 
brought  home  to  the  fhresfiold  -of  our  territory  ; 
that  rights  are  trainpled  upon,  which  no  indepen- 
dent nation  ean.rehnquisb,  j^.;  when,  in  short, 
•our  wroQga  are  painted  in  such  glowing  terms, 
as  to'have^set  the  whole  nation  on  fire^if,  after 
all  this,  we  should  -  taper  down  to  providing  ten 
thousand  men  to  subdue  such  acilsis,  would  it 
not  be  a  wonderful  discovery  in  the  art  of  sinking? 
Would  it  not  undervalue  the  resources  and  ener- 
gies of  the  nation  ?  Wdutd  it'not  insult  and  deceire 
the  national  spirit  and  expectation^?  Whether 
Ite  viewed  this  subject  in  refe^nce  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  or  the  party  in  power,  he  should 
equally  protest* against  tnis  little  miserable  policy 
of  resorting  to  means  so  utterly  incompetent  to 
the  objects..  He  cautioned  the  party  in  power 
noWy  as  he  oAen  had  done  before^  against  longer 
sporting  with  the  national  sensibility,  the  national 
character,  and  the  national  interesu. 

Mr.  G.^id,  in  ooiakiag  the  calculations  of  the 
degree  of  force  required,  the  committee  was  pre- 
cluded froiq  taking  into  the  estimate  anyauxiliary 
force  to  be* derived  (rom  the  militia;  because  aa 
inipression  appeared  to  be  almost  universally  en- 
tertained, that  Congress  could  not  eonstttntioaaUy 
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command  the  services  of  the  militia  beyond  th« 
limits. of  the  United  States';  of  course,  the  regular 
force  must  be  propprtiCQally  augmented.     He 
said,  although  he  belieyed  he  stood  single  and 
alone,  he  protested  against  this  doctrine.    He  did 
not  propose  now  to  examine  this  questich^^/ba- 
cause  it  would  be  useless^    He  would,  howeVer, 
read  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  gave 
to  Congress  ih^  powe^  of  falling  fortb  the  militia, 
and  make 'one  or  two  remarks  on  it.    Congress 
shall  have  power  "to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to.sup* 
press  insurrections,  and  repel  inyasraus."  .  The 
first  object  for  which  the  militia  'may.be<  called 
forth,  is  to  execute'  the  laws  of  the  Union.    A. 
]aw,aeerartng  wajr,  is  a  law  of  the  Union ;  and  if 
the  war  is  to  be  carried  On  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Uniled  States,  it  is  still  a  law  to  be  executed, 
aliliough  beyond ihe'ljtnits  oftbe  United  States: 
.and  be  could  see  no  reason  why  ibe  itiilitia  could 
not  b^  called  forth  to  execute  it.    Indeed,  it  is'oae 
of  those  law's  to  the  execution  of  which. force  is  in- 
dispensably and  properly  applicable;  and  if  the 
laws' cap  have  a  legitimate  influence  beyond  the 
limits  of  i\ie  United  States,  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  militia  must  be ' co-ex ten^ivewitli  the 
laws,  which  are* thus  required  to  be  executed.  He 
would  only  observe  forther,  tbatVhen  this  sub- 
ject was.  more  particnlarly  brought  into  discus- 
.  sion  -upon  a  former  occasion,  it  was  said,  that 
even  in  Great  Britain,  the  miiitia  could  not  be 
ordered  out  of.  Great -Britain ;  no,  not  even  to 
Ireland.    But  it  should  ^ow  be  recotleeted,  that 
sinc^  that  time,  the  British  Farliament,  without 
even  a  questipn  as  to  the  ugfatt  has  ordered  Brit- 
ish militia  to  Ireland^  and  Irish  militia  to  Great 
Britain.    Twenty-six  regiments  are  said  to  be 
transposed  at  this  tim^. 

Mr.  G.  saidj  that  in  considering  the  peculiar 
geographical  situation  of  the  United  States,  wjth 
colonies  at  each  end  of  tbem^  belonging  to  poV- 
erlul  distant  nations,  with  which  we  may  be  often 
bronghl.  into  coflision,  it  would-  be  unfortunate 
for  the  United  States  ijf  the  militia  bordering  on 
the  lines  of.  separation  could  not  be  caHed  &rih 
for  any  purpose  of  chastisement,  or  any  other  ob- 

J'ect.the  Government  might  have  in  vieW,  in  re- 
ation  to  those  c^lonies  or  their  Respective  mother 
cofmtcies.  If  such  be  the  unfortunate  organiza- 
tion or  ihteq)retation  t>f  the  Constitution,  an 
amendment Yor  remedying  so  important  a  defect 
ought  to  b«  itistanUy  proposed  and  adopted.  Its 
inconvenience  is  now  sensibly  felt,  'in  precluding 
all  reliance  upOn  that  important  auxiliary  force. 
Gentlemen,  however^  purpose  to  remedv  this  de- 
fect, by  a  volunteer  force.-  Mr..G  said,  ne  would 
not  reject,  por  did  he  mean  to  disparage,  this 
species  flf  force.  But^  from  the  nature  of  its 
organization,  it^canaot  be  suited  to  offensive  war, 
nor.  tp  the  ocou($aiion  of  a  country  after  it  should 
be  tal^en.  He  bad  been  (old  too^  by  military  gen- 
llem^n,  without  exeeption,  that  it' was  always 
found  to  be  the  most  expensive  and  leas^  efficient 
force.  He  hardly  expected  to  have  heard  it  relied  i 
npon  for  the  cdntem|>lated  obj^t,  by  the  honor- 
able mover,  because  he  thougbr  gentlemen  coa- 1 


curr^d  with  the  other  experienced  militvy  gentle- 
men in  these  respects. 

Mr.  G.  said,  upon  an  impartial  view  of  all  the 
considerations  be  had  the  honor  to  suggest,  he 
thought  it  "was  demonstrated,  that  the  force  pro- 
posed was  not  more  than  competent  to  the  objects 
of  the  Government;  and  that  a  smaller  number 
would  correspond  neither  with  the' national  spirit 
nor  expectations..  He  would  therefore  proceed 
to  consider,  whether  the  number  proposed  ex- 
ceeded the  national  capacity  to  furnish. 

It  will  appear,  said  Mr.  G.^  from  the  census 
lately  taken,  that  the  population  of  the  United 
States  is  perhaps  not  less  than  seven  and  an  half 
miltiops  of  souls.    Now.  sir,  this  must  be  a  popa- 
latidn  of  a  most  extraordinary  character,  and  un- 
^^r  the  fufluence  of  A  government  of  a  most  ex- 
-traordiQary  ot^anization,  if  it  cannot  command 
the  services  Of  thirty  five  thousand  men,  npon  the 
most  extraordinary  exigencies.    But  we  are  not 
without  a  meD()orable  experiment  upon  the  popu- 
lation and  Government  of  the, United  States,  at 
a  former  period.    In  1775^  1776,  we  commenced 
the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  with 
a  population  very  little,  if  at  all,  exceeding  two 
'millions  of  souls.*    Let  us  see  the  number  of 
Tr^gular  troops,  hot  merely  voted,  but  actually 
brought  into  the  field,  and' paid  for  their  services 
during'  the  whole  of  that  war.    They  are  as  fol- 
low:    Total  in   pay,  Jn  1775,  27,443;  in  1776, 
46,891;  in  ,1777,  34,820;  17*9,27,699;  1780,21,- 
01'5;   1781,^13,292;  1782,  14,256;    1783,13,476. 
These  are  (he  regular  troops  actually  in.pay,  ex- 
clusive of  militia.  .    *  .     . 
,  In  making  this  comparative  estimate,  he  was 
wiUingj  In  these  degenerate  days,  to  give  two,  nay. 
three  tor  one,  over  the  population  of  1775  and 
1776;  and  it  would  appear,  that  the  committee  had 
not  drawn  upon  the  existing  population  beyond 
moderation.  .  With  a  double,  nay  threefold  popu- 
iatioti;  with  more  than  <]uaarupled  pecuniary  re- 
sources; w)th  a  capacity  for  furnishing  munitions 
of  war  above  one  huhdred^  (bid,  the  committee 
proposetl  to  draw  upon  .the  existing  population 
for  thirty- five  thousand  regular  troops  in  the 
whole.    In  1776  there  were  actually  in  the  field 
and  paid,  forty-«ix  thousand  eisht  hundred  and 
ninety-one  regular  troops,  exclusive  of  militia. 
Great  Britain,  with  a  populatiqp  of   but  jjttle 
more  than  double  that  of  the  United  States^;  la- 
boring too  under  a  debt  of  more  than  seven 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  has,  at  this 
time,  in  her  land  and  naval  service,  perhaps, 
three  hundred  thousiand  men ;  yet  an  alarm  seems 
to  be  produced' here  by  a  proposition  to  call  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  thirty-five  thou- 
sand tnen.    This  tog  for  repelling  the  aggressions 
of  the  same  Great  Britain  we  encountered,  in 
1775  and  1776';  and  for  the  same  cause.    Yes, 
sir;  it  is  as  much  a  question  of  independence 
now,  as  it  was  then.    It  was  then  a  question, 
whether  Great  Britain  should  impose  a  tax  of 

•  Popalalion  of  the  United  Stetea,  ti  four  several 
periods,  vh:  1780,  2,051,000;  1790,  3,929,3»6;  1800, 
5,398,666;  1810,7,239,903. 
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three  pence  per  pound  on  tea,  when  in  our  colonial 
state.  It  is  now  a  question  whether  Great  Brit- 
ain shall  regulate  by  force  the  whole  of  our  com- 
merce, in  contempt  and  violation  of  the  la^s  of 
nations,  when  we  af&ct  to  be  in  an  independent 
'state.  If,  sir,  our  fathers  had  condescended  to. 
calculate'  the  costs  of  a  tax  of  three  pence  on  a 
pound  of  tea,  compared  with  the  costs  of  the  war 
for  achieving  our  independence,  as  some  of  their 
sons  are  jiqW  doi-pg  with  respect  to  the  value  of 
our  commerce  submitted  to  the  regulation  of 
Great  Britain,  we  should  not  now  have  it  in  our 
,  power  to  degrade  their  memories,  by  the  profli* 
ffate  abandonment  of  the  ib^ependende  achieved 
.  for  us  by  the  profusion  of  their  blood  and  treasure.' 
And  what,  sir,  became  of  the  forty-six  thousand 
eight  hunared  and  ninety  one  D|en  raised  to  op- 
pose Great  Britain  in  .1776?  We  Irtio^  they 
were  often  compelled  to  fly  before  superior  Brit- 
ish forces,  and  by  the  waste  of  the  war  and  shoft 
enlistments,  were  reduced  in  1783,  to  13,476.  Yet 
we  seem  now  to  be  witling  to  fall  itito  this  same 
fatal  error— and  for  what?  and  for  what  caused 
From  grocmdless  and  visionary  fears  of  the  pos- 
sible influence  of  regular  troops  upon  our  liber^ 
ties.  But,  sir^  these  fears  come  too  late.  They 
•should  have  come  upon  us  long  ago;  It  is. too 
late  to  say,  we  are  more  afraid  of  the  ipeat»  of 
annoyanc^  than  the  enemy  to  be  annoyed.  We 
ought  to  have  submitted  hmg  ago.  We  have  now 
takefl  .the' £^rouBd  of  resistance^  and  cannot  re- 
c^e:  *He  hoped  that  the  considerations  urged 
the  other  day  upon  thii«  subject,  were  sufficient 
to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  these  atartns,  and 
their  unfortunate  teadeni^y  (n  rHation  to  tfaefpub- 
;lic  welfare  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs. 
'  Upon  these  Views  of  the  vi^hole  subject,  .he  trusteti 
that  the  Senate  would  concur  with  the  commit- 
tee in  opinion,  thi^t  the  number  of  men  recom- 
niended  is  not  too  ^e9.t  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Gbvernmant,  nor  beyond  the  convenient  abil- 
ities of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  G:  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to'the  teto- 
derest  point  of  this  discussion-^the  decrepit  state 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  Mr.  G.  said^  be  did 
not  think  this  the  true  standard  for  esti milting  the 
national  resources,  nor  energies;  nor  for  estrmiat- 
ing  thc' means  necessary  for  repelling  aggressrions^ 
upon  our  national  rights ;  nor  is  it.  the  one  recom- 
mended in  the  President's  responsible  Messap^'e. 
But  the  honorable  mdver  had  said  it  demanded 
and  ought  to  receive  our  first  attention.  He  com- 
plained, too,  that  Mr.  G.  had  said  tlie  objects  at 
stake  were  too  great  for  counting  the  cos(s.  Mr^ 
G.  said  this  was  not  precisely  the  view  he*  had 
beijore  presented  on -this  part  of  th^  subject.  The 
opinion  he  expre^ed  was,  that  there  would  be  an 
economy  in  furnishing  means  sufficient  to  effect 
your  objects  ;  that  the  costs  cduld  not  be  deemed 
excessive,  which  would  insure  success ;  but  if  vou 
dealt  out  your  means. so  sparingly  as  'to  fail  af 
your  object,  it  ^duld  then  become  prodigal  waste 
and  prctusion  of  ecoqomy.  To  this. opinion  tie 
still  adhered  y  and  he  thought  there  never  was  an 
occasion  where  the  remark' would  apptjr  with 
more  force  and  propriety  than  at  present.    The 


gentlemen  who  et press  so  mucli  concern  for  the 
Treasury  Department,  tellu^that  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  that  Department   possesses  tike 
mo.<t  splendid  financial  talentsj  dbc.    Mr.  G.  said, 
helioped  b^did";  and  h^  was  not  disposed  to  de- 
tract aught  from  this  ithpression ;  but  he  could 
not  h^lp  remarking  that  he  should  feel  morecon- 
fideiH:e  in  that  gentleman's  financial  reputation, 
if  it  were  founded  more  on  facts^  and  less  on  ro- 
mpr  and  anticipation.  The  honorable  S^clretarv^s 
finanpial  reputation  wks  made  to  his  hand^  by 
others.    He  had  little  or  no  share  in  it:    He  has 
annually  given  us  the  most  lucid  view?  of  the 
amount  and  manner,  of  revenue  reeefved  at  the 
Treasul'y,  which  was  provided  hy  others,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  disbi]lrsed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Goverhment;    But  thisjs  no  dif- 
ficult task,  and  is  no  evidence  of  "financial  skill, 
which  he  understood  to  'consist  in  the  faculty  of 
getting  the. most  money  into  the  Treasury,  wHh 
the  least  inconvenience  to  thecontrii>utOF8.    He 
was  not  disposed,  howev'er,  to  complain  of  this 
inactivity  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  Secretary , 
"because  the  Government  .had  never  called  upon 
hiip  for,  greater  exentions,  and,  perhaps,  had  no 
occasion  to'  have  made  such  a  call,  until  about 
Ihrtfe  years  ag^.    But,  sir,  what  does  this  ^ntle- 
man  tell  us,  upon  'whose  splendid'  talents  we-  all 
rely  1   'That  the  national  resources  are  equal  to  . 
all  the  national  exigencies.    In  his  last  .report,  he 
say^s,  in  substance,  there  CA&  b^  no  doubt  of  the 
ability  and  the  will  of  the  nation  to.  furoisli  all 
the  necessary  suppUes^*  If,  then,  reliance  can  be 
placed  bn  hisspfeodld  financial  taleiku,  oi^Iy  give 
them  scope  for  aeti6n*;  iitpply  them  to  the  national 
ability  and  will  ;let  them  perform  the  simple  task 
of  pointing  to  the  true  mmus  (Operandi  /  and-what 
reason  have  we  to  despair  of  the  R,epublic  ?  What 
reafM)n  have  we  to  doubt  of  the  abundance  of  the 
Treasury  supplies?     Until  now  the  honomble 
Secrelarv  lias  had  no  scope  for  the  denionstmiioQ 
of . his  splendid  finan^eial  taleats.    Of  all  the^er- 
enues  r^eivableat  (he  Treasury,  he  knew  of  but 
one  hind  for  which  We  are  indebted  to'  the  sug- 
gestion of  that'  gentleman.  That  is  what-is  c&lled 
the  Mediterrapean  fund;  and  that  is  annually 
presented  to  us  in  a 'very  awkward  and  crooked 
form.    But,  against  this  niay  be  placed  the  repeal 
of  the  salt  tax ;  one  of  the  most  improvident 
measures  ever  adopted  bv  this  or  any  other  Qov- 
ernqi.ent.    He  presumed  the  Secretary,  at  least, 
yielded  his  assent  to  that  measure.    Mr.  G.  said, 
he  was  extri^eljr  opposed  to  this  ttieasuve  at  the 
time  of  its  adbptien  ;  had  twice/ reported  against 
it,  as  the  chairman  of  a  cofinmittee,  to' whom  the 
a(ubject  was  referred;  andjie  believed  it  was  twice 
rejected  by  this  honorable  body. ,  His  single  vote, 
jie  believed,  turned  the  scale.    He  should  have 
pi^rsevered  in  his  oppositiotf,  notwithstanding  the 
populaif  cry. raised  at  theiirae  (  but  he  yielded  at 
length  to  an  imposing  claiAi  urged  on  him  by  many 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.    The 
House  of  Representatives  wi|s  peculiQxty  ii^rust- 
ed  by  the  Constitution  with'  the  power  of  raisiag 
revenue  f  and  it  could  hardly  be  considered  as 
correct  in  a  single  individual,  in  the  other ^rane 
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of  the  Legiftlatiihre,  to  p«t  tiis  reto  ton  measure,  in 
rektion  to  rereirae,  vhicfat  was  reeommeD^dd  by 
80  large  a  .majority  of  that  branch,  to  whose  dis* 
eretion  ail  subjects  of  reTc^nne  were  in  trusted  in 
a  peeatiar  mannen  Tq  this  claim,  and  the  very 
high  respect  he.'^ntertaioed  for  the  Hogse  of  R^p-' 
reseotativea*,  he  yielded  %Teludta at  consem,  upon 
conxHtion  tbittt  t^  repeal  shouljj  be  .postponed«until 
one  Kpontb  after  the  meeting  of  tfoe  n^zt  session^ 
'  of  Congress,  and  that  the  ifouse  of  Represemta- 
tiires  would  again  reriew  fod  coiiAider  the  sub- 
ject.. The  month  elapsed 'WitboOi  re-enacting  the 
law,  and  the  tax  ceased* . 

Mr.  Q,  saiid  be  never  ^ave  a  vote  mbreagainst 
the  conYiedons  of  his' own  judgment*  than  he  did 
on  chat  occasion,  although  th.e  motite'was  one 
whieh  he  conceived  ou^t  to  exempt  iiiro'from 
censnire.    If  gentlemen  will  noW  multiply  the 

f^Yodubt'of  that  4ax,  by  the  number'of  years  sttice 
t  was  taken  off,  they  wbuld  find  .h  woald  have 
produced  all' the  scTms  which  have, since  'been 
ca:iied  for  by  loans,  provided  no  greater  erpeudi- 

.  tores  had  been  incurred  by  the  QovernmeMitthan 

•  have  taken  'ptaee.^  Besides  the  ditaiuution  of 
Treasury  foods,  it  has  hfid  the  most  baiiefoHh* 
fluency  upon  Che  salt  works  which  Had  -been 
establishea  under  its  protection,  aAd  which,  would, 
under  the  iiU|uence  pf  the  same  protection^  iu  a 
very  short  time,  have  tendered  us  independent  of 
foreign  nation^  for  the  supif^lj  of  this  article  of  the 
first  necessity.  He  Was  not  dispoeeil^  hovyever. 
OD  these  accottntfl,  to  distrust  the  splendjd'financiai 
talents  of  the  henorvible   Secrei^ry;   altHoujh 

•candor .  compelled  ^im  1o  acknowledge  that,  be 
ahoold  feel  more  .confidence  in  them,  if  it  wture. 
noi  for  the  unwillingness  evidently  manifested 
by  that  gentleman  himself,  during  the  last  three 
years,  in  affording  their  usejfulne^s  td  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  times  #bfch  imperiously' deouuide^ 
their  full  a  Ad  prompt  ^eVtioos. 

Mr.  G.  ^id  the  recession  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment from  the  (rying  difficultiesof  the  nation 
during  tbat,period«  must  be  evident  t6  every  itfif 
partid  observer  \  and  he  believed  hewasacauaint^ 
ed  with  oircumstanees  which  amounted  xo  a 
knowledge  that  all  the  measures  which  have  dis- 
honored the  nation  during  the  saine  titne,  are,  in 
a  great  d^ree,  attributable  to  the  indispbsitien  of 
the  late  and  present  Adraintstmtioa  to  'Wesson 
the  Treasury  D^purtm^t,  and  tq  disturb  the 
popnUrity  and  repose  of.  the  gehtleman  fit  the 
hefid  of  it.    That  the  iaezecution  of  the  embargo 

'  ie  properly  attributable  to  that  cause,  he  had.no 
doubtv  and  notwithstanding  ail  the  clamor  upon 
that  subject,  its  inexocution  ^iroduc^d  its  repeal. 
The  EUecqtive  refused'to  incur  the  expense,  and 
accept  the  means  necessary  for  its  effectual  exe- 
cution; which,  he  believed,'  would  have  been 
readily  and  zealously  granted  'by  Congress  upon 
the  Executive  request,  at  any  .moment.  When 
we  were  driven  from  tblit  measure  by  the  Inexe- 
ention  ^f  the  law^  this  heooraMe  hbdy  profvosed'a 
aabstitute,  in  his  judgment  infinitely  better  eal- 
eotnted  to  retrieve  the  honojeand  prOmote^the  in* 
tere^t  of  the  nation,  th^n  the  embargo  itself.  It 
#a8  doxre  too  against  fhe  known  and  anxious 


opposition  of  the  Gxeciutive,  acu'ng,  he  believed, 
under  the*  same  unfortunate  influene^.     This 
measure  coiisisted  Jn  presenjling  to  the  ^gressinpp 
belligerents  an  impartial  and  honorable  proposi- 
tion fQr  accommodation^  and  in  the  event  of  its 
rejection,  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  the  refusing  nationv    Thij^  -  measur^  'was 
«0  strongly  and  obviously  rteommended  by  the 
peeuliar  circumstance?  under  which  we  were 
coercively  placed  by  both  the  betliger^ts,  that 
he  was  astonished  at  the  apxidos  opposition  it   ' 
received;  ai^d  to  the  siiccess  of  thstappdsition, 
^fter  the'  embargo  was' abandoned,  may  oleacly' 
be  traced  alhour  present  sufierings  and  degnbda- 
tio&s.    Both  the  belHgerenls  had  determined  that 
we  should  be  no  longer  neutral ;  and  hftd  adopted 
the  most  injurious  measures  in  relation  to  us,  to 
coesee  us  -  iotv.the  war ;,  each,  urging  us  to  war 
against  its.  enemy.    Whlit  was  the  proper  and 
manly  vejpljr  to  the^  aggressing  nations  T    Hese 
iaa  proposition  of  iic^commodatioo^to  each  of  you ;. 
if  either  accepts,  #e  pledge  our^^lyes  to  issue  let- 
ter^ of  marque  and.reprisab  against  the  other^  it 
refusing  the'aocommodatioif.'   ThiS'Wasthey^ery 
situation  in  whieb  each  wished  to  ^lace  uis  against 
its  enemy;  and  of  course  both  would  probably 
have  accepted  the  proposition ;,  one  or  other  cer- 
tainly Would  I  and  if  the  acceptance  of  one  before 
the  other  Would  hav^  produced  a  state  of  hostili- 
ties agaitist  the  other,  if,  would  have  been  of  very 
short  continoaOpe  i  beeaase  neither  of  them  wonld 
find  any  interest  in  a  war  affainst  us,  f  nd  each  . 
wished  us  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  not  against 
itself,  but  against  its  enemy ;  and  perhaps  the  a£- 
Commbdation  would -not  be  the  less  du;<tble  fpr 
baring  9eea  sealed  with  blood.    This  measure 
was  not  Opposed  u^n  its  intrinsic  merits  nor  de- 
..merits,  but  it  required  to.be  backed  with  other 
^measu/ea'  of  preparation *and'  expanse,  and  hencb 
the  real  ciuse  of  ita  fajknre.    Th^-  practical  hn? 
derscanding  of  the  refection  of  this  measure,  borth 
at  home  and  abroad,'  wa^  submission  to  the  hel- 
iigerevt  a[gsfr^ions;«or,  in:othpr  words,  notwith* 
standing  all  our  |(revtoub  .patriotic  upeechea  and 
resolutions,  we  yrore  determined  not  to  resist  by 
force.    Aaid  what  ha»  Wen  the  result  of  this  eon- 
^icfion  oq  the  part  of  the  belliq^er€ots,  of  submis- 
sion on  our  part  f    Great  Britain  immediately 
disavowed  an  arravgement  made  by  Mr*  Brskine, 
under  t&a  inflnence  of  instructtens  given  under 
a  contrary  conviction,  a  .conviction  j^roduced  by 
the  measurA  of  this  Dody,  and  by  a  report  made 
by  a  gentleman,  then  a  member  of  the  House  of . 
Representatives,,  and  whom  he. then  «ew  with 
pleiasure  on  tkfis  floor^  and-a  resoLuiion  adopted  in 
cbnsequence  of  that  report.    This  resoUitioo  de- 
clared ou.r  determination  to  resist  the  bisiligerent 
aggressions,  with  only  4 wo  dissentient  votes.   The 
measures  of  this  House,  without  any  deciaraiion; 
Were  calculated  to  producejhe  same  conviction. ' 
In  this  ^tate  of  things  Mr.  Brskine  neceived  his 
instructions,  and' a  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
Great  Britain  was  the  consequence;  but  the  too- 
ment  Great  Britain  fohncl  we  had  receded  from 
our  own  ground,  and  falsified  our  professipns,  she 
disavowed  t|^  arrangement,  and  now^  pei^ver^s 
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in  hostile  inflexibility.  Howdid  Franceaet  upon 
beinjg;  apprized  of  this  improvident  and  fatal  re* 
cession?^  Her  Emperor  immediately  seized  and 
confiscated  all  your  property  within  his  control ; 
and  his  Minfster  officially  .told  us  that  he  would 
have  expected  sometbioi?  more  from  a  Jamaica 
Assembly  \  It  Is  net  tp  be  presumed  that  Great 
Britain  and  France  acted. in  concert  upon  this 
'  unfortunate  occasion;  and,  therefore,  the  analo^ 

S»us  conduct  of  each  must  be  proof  positive  of 
e  practical  utide^staoding  and  effect  of  our  de- 
precated re(;e9^ion.  It  wa&  a  declaration  of  sub- 
mission, as  far  as  submission  consists  in  refusing 
resistance  by  force.  -  The  Government  8eem« 
now  sensible  of  this  fatal  e^rror,  and  is  determined 
to  retrieve  it;  but,  he  was  sorry  to  observe.  With 
measures  as  inefficient  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
sistance by  force,  as  were  commercial  restriction, 
in  a  substitution  of  that  principle:  And  when 
we  look  for  the  causes  of  this  deploraUe  ioeffi- 

.  .ciency,  they  resolve  themselves,  as  heretofore,' 

'  'into  tenderness  for  the  TreasQlry  Department,  Aa, 
Mr.  G.  said;  that  whilst,  t^n  this  most' un- 
pleasant part  ofthd  subject,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
.dulged  in  h  few  observations  uponV^he  statv  of 
our  public  debt ;.  because  this  subiec<,  in  the  hands 
of  a  skilful  financier,  had  been  the  most  efficient 
T^apoa  for  beatine  down  alftbe  roeasor^  which 
he  b^ieved  .were  l)est  calculated  lo  support  the 
character  and  promote  the  interests  of  thi?  coun- 
try. •  Mr.  G.  said  it  had  always  given  him  pleas- 
ure,to  see  thatidebt  in  a  rapid  stat^  of  reduction, 
and  be  had  at  all  times  given  his  aid  to  faQilitate 
that  object. 

We  bad,  however,  Experienced  the  effects  of  a 
debt,  of  above  $80,000,000,  now  teduced'to  perhaps 
940,000,000,  yet  this  diff<<rencE  of  theamoun  tof^^bt 
had  never  been  felt  by  society,  it  had  produced 
no  sensible  effect  upon*  the  common  intercourse 
atnongst  men  in  their  pecuniary  affairs,  ite  asked 
every  gentleman  to  reflect  and  redpUect^ whether, 
in  his-pectiniaiy  arrangements^  he  ever  took  into 
his  calculations  the  present,  compared  wi^h  the 
former  state  of  the  public  ^ebt  ?  For  his  part,  he 
said,  he  should  never  .have  known  of  the  ruc- 
tion of  the  debt,  but  for  the  annuarTreifsury  Re- 
port. The  rj0ason  why  a  debt  of  eighty  millions 
of  dollars  is  not  felt  in  the  United  "States,  is,  that 
the  amoujit  is  so  entirely  within  their  ability. 
Now,  sir,  is  it  not  infinitely  better  to  restore  the 
debt  to  itsfofnier  agaount,  or  more,  when  we 

.  know  from  experience  how. little  influence  it  has 
on  society,  aika  that  influence  will  nece^rily  be 

'  diminished  ill  proportion  to  our  increase  in  wealth 
and  population,  than  to  surrender  the  smallest  at- 
tribute of  the  national  sovereignty  ? 

Mr.  G.  said,  before  he  concluded,  be  beffged> 
permission  40  observe,  that  particulaiT' individuals 
supposed  they  had  an'interestin  imputing  to  him 
a  wish  to  involve  this  nation  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  )iad  accordingly  reproached  him  with 
the  most  anworthy  epithets,  tie  said,  no  gentle- 
man present  wished  tor  peace,  or  deprecated  war 
with  Great  Britain,  more  than  himself.  He  said) 
he  hoped  he  was  not  blind  to  his  own  interests, 
'nor  the  i^Meresu  of  those  inhabiting  the  same 


scene  of  country  with  himself.  It  was  imperious- 
ly thiBir  interest,  not  only  to  preserve  peace  with 
Great  pritain^  but  a  free  commercial  intenonrse 
with  her.  Grain  was  the  principal  ptoduet  for  ex- 
portation^ in  that  part  of  the  country ;  Great  Brit- 
ain was  almost  at  all  times'  in  wafit  of  that  arti- 
cle, and  was  at  ibis  moment  giving  very  high 
prices  for  it.  T^e  cotmtry  was  generally  in  a 
v.ery  prosirerous  condition,  in  consequence  of  this 
st«|te  oft  thincrs,  and  it  tcould  not  be  desi/able  to 
ahange  it.  ,3tH  he  never  could  #&e  t be  incompati- 
bility between  the  desfre  of  preserving  peacp,  and 
a  preparation  td  meet  unavoidable  war.  It  ap- 
pears now  to  be  almost' univei^My  agreed  that  if 
this  course  had  been  bereK(fore%pursued,  it  would 
have  insured  peace  \  ai^  if  war  should  now  come, 
it  wotrid  be  in  cons^hencc  of  the  fatal  rejection 
of  the  proposed  m^sures-of  preparation  fofwar. 
Id- fact,  there  is? no  sounder  tdaximj  than  that  a 
pceparation  for  war  wsCs  the  surest  means  of  pre- 
serving, peace.  If  in  this  momeirt,  in  consulting 
his  own  and  the  nation's  ii^tereat,  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  peaces  he  w^re  called  on  to  decide  merely 
in  reference  to  that  object,  whether  we  should 
now  vaise  thirty  tliousand  nien  (his  favorite  num- 
ber) or  ten  thousand,  or  no  meil  at  ^11,  he  would 
certaiply  prefer  the  thirty  thoudand. 

li  you  had  thirtv 'thousand  men  ^n  the  confines 
of  Canada,  Great  Britaio,  would  then  believe  you 
wer/e  In  earnest.  She  would  know  that  after  that 
foroeVas* raised,  it  must  be  applied  to  its  objects, 
and  sh^  wou^d  of  coirrse  begin  to  calculate  its 
consequences.  If  she  found  that  the  iticonveni- 
encies  of  opposing  such  a  force,  wogld  not  be  com- 
pensated /or  by  her  hostile  aggressions,  she  would 
probably  abandon  them.  If  she  thought  that  bv 
the  chances  of  w^r  an  obedient  and  friendly  col- 
ony might  be  converted  into  an  enemy's  coun- 
,try,  it  would  afford  a  great  inducement  to  her  to 
avoid  the  war.  if  she  found  a  hostile  population 
approachioj:  Halifax,  the  inducement  would  be 
increased  ;  for  that  is*  the  point  nearest  her  heart ; 
and  she  Would  risk  much  in  its  protection..'  It  is 
important  to  her,  as  a  protection  to  her  West  In* 
dice,  ^.  Beside^,  the  war  would  deprive  her  of 
her  bes.t  comm^cial  cjustomer,  dbc,  dtc.  These 
and  .similar  considerations  might  induce  her  to 
prefer  peace.  Without  presenting  a  competent 
military  force,  perfectly  prepared  aird  placed  in 
a- situation  for  action,  *none  of  these  inducements 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  will  |>e, presented  to 
the'  British  Cabinet.  But  if,  disregarding  these 
c'onsidet'ations,  she  should  prefer  war,  no  gentle- 
^man  can  seriously  conclude  that  even  thirtv  thou- 
sand additional  troops  can  be  too  many  for  the 
purposes  of  war. 

NoTB — Observe  the  chronological  'statement  of  the 
following  fact8>  and  mark  the  obvious  oourae  of  cause 
andeflect. 

Houax  o»  RoaksxvTATivxs-rZ>^c  13, 1608. 

'  The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  follow- 
i  ilg  resolutioii,  to  wit : 

«  Rnokedy  That  the  United  States  cannot  without  a 
sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor  and  independehte,  anb- 

mit  to  thebte  edicts  of  Great  Aitain  and  France." 
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And.iMoiT6d  in  the  affiifeiative^yeM  U8,  nkjk  3, 
as  Mows: 

Yba»— Mewn*  Alexander,  W.  Alston,  L.  AktoB^  Ba<^ 
eoii»  Bard,  Barker,  BaMett,  Blackledge,  Blake,  Bloan^ 
Boyd,  Bojrle,  Btown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  G.  W. 
Campbell,  Champion,  Chittenden*,  Clay,  Clopton,  Cul- 
peper,  Cutta,  Dayenport,  Dawson,  Beane,  Desha,  Durel], 
Elliot,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Garnett, 
GhoIson«  GoodWyn,  Gray,  Green,  Harris,  Heister, 
Helms,  Holland,  Holmes,  Howard,  Humlphlreys,'  Ilsley, 
J.  G.jTackson,  R.  8.  Jackson^  Jenkins,  Johnson,  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kenan,  Key,  Kirkpatrick,  Lambert,  Lewia,  Lloyd, 
Love,  Macon,  Maiipii,  Masters,  McCreery,  Milnor,  P. 
Montgomery,  N.  R.  Mobre,  iT.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor* 
row,  John  Morrtyw,  Moseley,  i^nmford,  Nelson,  Mew- 
bold,  Newton,' Nicholas;  Ktidn,  Porter,  Qnincy;  Ran- 
dolph, Rea  of  PtonsyWania,  Rhea  .of  Tennessee,  J. 
RtcbardS;  M.  Richards,  Russf U;  Say,  Beaver,  Shaw, 
8k>an,  Bmrit,  Smiiie,  J.  K.  Sitiitll,  4-  Smith,  Bbnthaid, 
Stvnibrd,  ^tadmao,  Sloier,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,TaylOk',  Thompson,  Trigg^  Troup,  Upham,Tan 
AUeiH  Van  Horn,  Van  Rensselaei^  Verplanck,  Whar- 
ton, .Whitehill  WUhpui,  Wifiiams,  A,  Wilson,  Ns  WiT- 
son,  tod  Winn.' 
Kays'— Messrs^  Gardenler  and  Hoge. 
The  report  bf  the  Coipmittea  on  our  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, positively  decbured>  thaVthere  were,  but  three  al- 
ternatives left  to  the  Unite4  States  by  the  beUigeffents : 
embargo,  submission,  or  w^r. 

Of  course  the  resistance  mentioned  in  the  re$ohitlon, 
was  intended  to  be  resistai^ce  by  force^not  by  com- 
mercial restrictioa.  Look  forward  at  the  infidelity 
manifested  to  the  principle  of  this  resolution  r  And  re- 
flect upon  Its  diai^ons  consequences.  Attempts  are 
BOW  industriously  making  io  cast  the  public  odium 
upon  those,  who  could  not  b^-  driven  fron  this  wise, 
manly  and  pledged  politjy.  Do  they'desarve  it  t  Why 
are  sfuch  attempts  made  1      « 

'   Ih  SETCATi-^/^cft.  20,  1809.  • 

The  hill  **^  to  interdiet  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween thf  United  iStates  and  Greit  Britain  fuid  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for*6tber  purposes,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended: 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Rssd,  to  strike  out  of  the  llth 
section,  the  Ibllowing  words :  ''  And  to  cause  to  be  is- 
raed,  under  suitable  pledges  and  precautions,  letters' 
of  marque  and  reprind  against  the  nation  thereafter 
continuing  in  force  Its  unlawftil  edicts  against  the 
commerce  of  the  United  Stktes :"    ' 

It  was  determined  in' the' negative — ^yeaa  li,  nays 
.  Uy-aafoUoWs: 

YsA9-^M«ssrs.  Condit,  Franklin;  CtiUnan,  Good- 
lieh,  HiUhouse^  Lloyd,  MathewBen,,Parker,  Pickering, 
Reed,  and  SunAe^-ll. 

NATar-^Mesiri.  Anderson,  Crewlord,  Gailiard,  Giles, 
Gregg,  Howland,  MUladge,  Moore,  Rt^biniMn,  Smith  of 
Maryland)  Smith  qf  New  t'ork,  ^ith  of  Tennessee, 
and  Turner — 14* 

February  tl2. 

Teas  and  Nays  on  the  passage  of  the  Mil  to  inter- 
dict the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  Prance,  and  their  de- 
pendencies, and  for  other  purposea : 

T>As— MessfB.  Anderson,  Condit,  Franklin,  Gjlil- 
lard,  Giles,  Cbegg,  Howland,  Kitehell,  Leib,  Mathew- 
tOB,  Hmgit  MilMgey^Mttchill,  Moore,  Jl^ope,  Robinson, 


Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  ef  Ten- 
aeasee,  Thmston,'  and  Tifiin--21. 

NATB-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Crawford,  Gilman,  Good- 
rich, HilUious«,  Lloyd,  Parkor,  Piokering,  Reed,  Sum- 
ter, Turner^  and^  White-»12. 

Hqiras  ov  RipaisairTATiTKS — Fe^.  S4;  1809. 

On  the  question,  that  the  House  do  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  above-mentioned  bill^  the  following 
"words  I  **  and  to  cause  to  be  issued,  under  suitable  pledges 
and  precautionv,  lettna  of  marque  and  reprisal  against 
the  nation  thar^ifter  oontinning  in  force  its  unlhwful 
edicts  against  the  comimeree  of  the  United  Slates :" 
..  It  wsa  resolved'in  the  affirmative,  as  follows :  Yeas 
74.  nays  ^: 

'  Ybas — Meesia.  Al.exandi}r,  W.  Alston,  Bacon,  Bar- 
ker, Bibb,  BlAckledge,  Blake,  Blount,  Hoyd,.  Butler, 
Champion,  Cook,  Culpetter,  Dana,  Durell,  Elliot,  Ely, 
EppCHB,  Pindlegir,  Franklui,  Oarn^tt,  Oholson,  Goodwyn, 
Harris,  Helms,  Humphreys,  tisley,  R.  S.  Jackson,  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kenanj  Lambert,  *  Ldwis,  Jjivermore,  Lloyd, 
.Lyon,  Macon, Marion,  Masters,  Milnoi,  John  Morrow, 
Moseley,  Mumford,  Newbold,  Pugh,  (juincy,  Randolph, 
Riker,  Rawan,Bloan,'J.  K.  Smith,  S.Smith,  Southard, 
•Stanford,  Stedmaa,  Storer,  Sturges,  Swart,  Taggart, 
Tallm^ge,  Thompson,  jUpham,  Van  Allen,  Van  Cott- 
landt.  Van  Dyke,  Van  Rensselaer,  Verplanck,  White- 
hin,  Wilbonr.  WiUiams,  and  WQaon— 74. 

NATfc— Me«ara.  Bard,  Bassett,  Boyle, 'Brown,  Cal- 
.ho«n,*Clay,  CuMs,  Deane,  Desba^  Fisk,  Green,  Hol- 
land, Holmes,  Johnson,'' Love,  McCreeiy,  John  Mont- 
gomery,  Nicholas  »B.  Mooi^i  Thomas  Moore^  Newton, 
Nicholas>  Porter^  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, J.  Richards,  JMatthias  Richards^  Say,  Seavar, 
Smiliat  John  Smith,  Taylor,  Wilson,  and  Winn— 33. 

Iv>  SxiTATS— Fe&.  118, 1609. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  .amendments 
of  thcHpuse  of  Representativee  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  to  interdiet  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween tba  United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  ether  purposes." 

Qn  the  question  to  agr^e  to  the- amendment  of  the 
eleventh  seeMon,  as  follows:  Strike  (tnt  the  words, 
'*And  to-ca^M^  to  be  issued,  unde^  suitabre  pledgee  and 
precaulibnp,  letters  of  .marqjae  taid  reprisal  against  the 
nation  thereafter  eontinuing  in  force  its  unlawful  edieti 
against  the  cdmpieree  of  th^  United  Statea:"' 

Jt  was  determJEned  in  |he  affirmative*— yeas  17,  nays 
1 1»  as  follows » 

VxAs-r-Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley^  Condit, 
Franklin,  Gregg,  Howjand,  Kitehell,  Mathewson, 
Moig>»  MitchiH,  Parker,  Pope,  Reed,  Sumter,  Tiffin, 
and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  GaiUatrd,  Giles,'  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Hillhonse,  Leib,  Lloyd,  MiDedge,  Mpore,  Pickering, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

Mr.  Erskiile*s  instruetfons  w^re  gifen  on  the  S3d  of 
January,  180^,  and  lus  arrangement  proclaimed  by  the 
Piesidettt  of  die  Unit^  SUtes  on  the  lOth  of  April, 
1809.  Thisarrangoment  was  dis«v<lWed  by  the  Brit- 
ish GoTemment  on  the  24th  of  May,  IS09. 

The  French  Rarabouillet^  decree  took  place  on  the 
23dMaich,.1810. 

When  Mr.  Qilbs  had  concluded,  Mr.  Anbbr- 
SON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.rANDER8Qjf  said,  he^was  not  a  little  8Urprls«d 
to  hear  the  gentleman  frftm  Virgioia  (Mr.  Qiura) 
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say,  lliAC  be  was  nnpcep^red  to  opppse  a  Teiry  jid- 
.  expected  .motioo;  when  he,  Mr.  A.,  had  two  (fays 
vfaerofe,  whilst  the  bill  was  under  consideration, 
suggested  his  inteniion,  in  bis  place,  to  tnake  the 
motion  he  had  now  made ;  upon  which  the  honor- 
able member  expressed  a  wish  lo- postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question, and  immediately  moved 
the  postponement  of  the  bill,' which  was  oot  dp- 
posed,  and'or(;ourB^  prevailed.  vMr«  A.  said,  that 
the  motion  Was  not,  therefore.  ma4e  without  ^e 
notice,  and,  he  Would  add,  without  dae consider- 
ation. He  had  coasuUed  wit4i  a  number  of  the 
members  of  this  hooorable  body^  for  whose  xudg- 
mentand  opinions  he  had  ]g;reat  respect,  and  with 
who^e  approbation,  and '  he  might  indeed  .add,  at 
w^hose  instance,  the  motion  had  Been  made/-  H^ 
was,  however,  himself  te^dy  and  willing  to  meet 
all  the  responsibility  that  might  attach  to  it ;  not- 
withstanding the  surpri^  of  the  hdnorable  mem- 
ber as  to  ihe  quairter  from  which  it  had  pome. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  not  pretend  to  reply  to 
all  the  various  observatidns  the  gentleman  had 
thoujg[ht  proper  to  npake,  very  many  of  which  he 
considered  altogether  irrelevant  to  the  question 
under  consideration,  but  which  might,  perhaps, 
answer  some  other  purpose,  which  the  h<^norabie 
member  mi^ht  have  in  view. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  Was  as  strongly  impressed  with 
the.  necessity  off a,sttfficientforee)  for  the  hnya* 
sion  of  Canada,  as  the  gentfequan  from  Virginia 
eoold  possibly  be,  and  nota  si  qgle  expression  bad 
escaped  him  to  indyee  a  belief  that  he  ehould  he 
unwilling  to  vote  a.  proper  and  ample  force  f6r 
that  service;  but  he  differed  greatry  with  the 
gentleman  as  to  the  kind  of  foree  we  ought  im-. 
niediatety  to  employ.  The  honorabTe  •metubei^ 
appeared  to  place  his  sole  depehdence  upon  the 
regular  troops ;  and  yet,  if  he  understood  hift  ar- 
gument, he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  making  a 
descent  upon  Canada  early  in  the  Sprin|(.  A& 
to  the  time,  Mr.  A.  aj^reed  with  him ;  but  as  tQ 
the  means,  he  certainly  differed  very,  greatly  ftora 
him.  The  number  of  regulars  contem))lated  by 
the  g-enileman  colild  not  possibly  be  riiised  within 
the  time ;  he  was  therefore  of  oniniop.  that  a  less 
number  ought  to  be  inserted  in  th^  bill,  ft  shoofld 
be  recolleoted  thai  we  had  very  recently  author- 
ized the  regiments  on  the  Peace  Establish m^n't  to 
be  filled ;  they  would  require  at  least  6,000  men  { 
add  thereto  25,000  more,  the  number  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member,  and  he'  would  ask  him 
to  answer  candidly,  whether  be  really  )>elieved 
tha^  so  great  a  number  of*  regulaV  troops  could  be 
enlisted  \^ittiin  th6  time  required  for  the  service 
.to  be  performed.  Mr.  A.  said,  impressed,  as  he 
was,  wUh  a  firm  belief  that  not  more  than  half 
the  numbek*  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
could  be  ealistbd  within  the  time  they  must  t^ke 
the  field  in  order  to  act  efficiently  against  Cana- 
da, he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  retaining  the 
whole  number  contemplated  by  the  bill.  .Mr.  A. 
said,  it  must  be  wellltnown  to  every* gentleman, 
that  the  invasion  of  Canada  must  necessarily 
take  pla(;e  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in 
the  river  6t.  Lawrence ;  otherwise,  twice  25,000 
Would  be  ^eqittired-^becautf^  large  reinfoi'eeniieafts, 


ait  soon  as  an  opportunity  presented,  weoid  aaost 
^certainly  be  thrown  into  that  country.  Mr.Jk. 
'^said,  upon  a  fair  view  of  the  whole  subject^  as  it 
preieoted  itself  to  him,  he*  wa^  decidedly  of  opin- 
ion that  the  number  of  regular  trobps  to  he  raised 
by  that'^bill  ooght  not  to  exceed  16,000;  and  he 
had  no  hesitation- in  laying,  that  in  his  opinion, 
as  efl^ient  a  force  wt>uld  'be  raised  unde^  ;uch  a 
provision  within  the  time  limited  f9r.taking  the 
field,  as^puld  be  raised  were  the'  present  num- 
ber in  the  bill  retained— anfi  in  the  former  case, 
we  8h<>uhl'  prove  to  our 'enemies^  that,  we  were 
kble  to  raise  such  a  number  of.  regular  troopa  as 
.might  be  wanted  upon  a  sujden  emergency ;  but 
In  the  latter,  we  should  net.  be  able  tO/  make  the 
sam^^  exhibit.  What  then  would  be  the  cooae- 
quence  ?  Vou  would  given  ,most* mortify iag 
proof  that  your  means  were  not  commensurace 
tor  your  ends ;  that  your  plan  |iad  been  badly  di- 
gested, and  wor^e  executed.  And  surely  the 
gentlemen' can  have  no  desire  to  present  such 
a  state,  of  things,  at  the  very  moment  when  all 
the  energies  of  the  nation  seem  to  be  required. 
Mr.  A.  sisid,  to  avoid  this  extraordinary  exhibit 
was  al^o  one  of  his  objects;  and  this,' in  his 
opinion^  coulfl  he'done^by  takiog  the  course  he 
had. contemplated;  reduce  the  number  of  regu- 
lars, and  supply  the  deficiency  by  volunteers. 
This,  he  firmly  believed,  was  in  our  power. 
Combine  the  two  corp^;  take  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  each ;  and  the  object  intended  could 
b^  effected.  Mc.  A*  ^i^i  ^^  ^^  convinced 
that  it  was  th^  mode  the  President  had  contem- 
platedf  and  .he  entirely  approved  it ;  and  if  the 
npnorahie  member  had  attended  to  another  part  of 
the  President's  Message  where  it  speaks  of  voUia- 
teers,  he  must  himselnhave  been  convinced,  that 
the  Plresi^ept  did  pot,  mean  to  make  the  descent 
upbnCanada  with  the  10,000 regularsonly ;'Which 
hi&d  been  understood,  as  the  gentl<$man  bad  smted, 
to  be  the  auxrHary  force  iWerred  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage. '  The  object  of  the  "President  cannot  be  bet- 
ter explained  than  by  referring  to  the/Message 
itself..  He  says — ^'i  redommend,  accordingly, 
^  that  adequate  provision  be' made  for  filling  the 
^  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  regu- 
^  lar  troops  j  for  an  auxiliary  fOroe,  to  beetigaged  for 
'a  more  limited  lime ;  for  the^acpeptahce  of  vol- 
^  unteer  corps,  whose  pfttriolic  ardor  may  ooorla 
^  pariicipation  iu' urgent  services."  ,  The  manner 
in  which  the  President 'speaks  of  this  volnnieen, 
can  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  ol^  any  one  ^s 
to  the  service  in  which  they  were  to  be  em- 
ployed— they  are  evidently  intended  to  be  united 
with  the  regular  troops,  to  perform  urgent  ser- 
vices, accord  ii^g  to  the  express  langnageOf  the 
Message.  Mr.  A.  would  tfsk  the  honorable  mem- 
'  her,  wbat  was  the  urgent  service  m«ant  by  the 
President  ?  ]V(ost  eer tainiy,  a  descent  upon  Can- 
Uida,  in  whicji  the  regulars  and  volunteers  were 
equally  to  participate.  liVhy'  then,  the  honor- 
able m^mb^r  had  taken  so  much  pains. to.  prove 
that  the  10,000  regulars  were  the  only  military 
fierce  with  which  the  President  had  -intended  to 

S»rform  the  urgent  service  referred   to  in  his 
cssage,  MK  A.  tras  at  a  loss  to  «Qia|tt^e&d; 
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for  be  uoderstMMi  the  Measaire.Mid  the  object  of 
it  very  differently  ;  aod  he  should  have  expected 
that  the  cafidor  of  the  hanocehle  member  would 
have  indaeed  him  :to  have  ffiveu  the  Message  a 
fair  interf»retatidQ»  That  he  had  pot  done  so, 
must  be  suppesed  to  proceed  from  this  j^ecenl  but 
v^ry  stroog  atfachmentto  a  regular  miiitary  force. 
However  aati-cepublipan  this  doctrine  bed  form-' 
erty  been,  it  seemed  no.w  to  bb  viewed  through  a 
difforeut  medium  by  the  honorable  member  ftovfi 
Virginia.   Mr.  A.  said,  thl^t  havinff,-as  be  thought, 

£  coved,  by  a  fair  inierpretatioo  of  the  President'e 
lessage,  that  he  iQtefided4o  unite  the  vofuoteem 
(that  might  be  thought  requisite)  with  the  re^u-' 
Ur  troops,  to  perforn^  the  urgent  serviees  of  whrch 
he  sjpe&hs,  he  would  endeavor  to^preseut  a  fair 
and  impartial  view  of  the  course  recommended 
by-  the  Plesident,  and  compare  it  with  the  coitise 
wbich  had-  been  taken  and  so  strenuously  sup- 
ported \if  the- honorable  member  from  Virj^inia. 
The  President  had  recomjnended  the  iftising  of 
voluftteers  )  and  it  was  iacideotatiy  made  known, 
that  the-  auiiliary  force  'spoken  of.  was  10,000 
regular  troops.  If  thell  provisiou  uad  been  iai* 
medifttely  made  by  the  law/6r  raising  10,000  reg* 
niar  troo]ya,and  also  ibr  raising  volunteers,  those 
troops  DOW  would  be  in  a  state  of  preparation; 
a  cODsiderablf  number  of  th^regolartroops  would 
ese  now  have  been  enlisted,  and  the  db^nce.of 
l^etting  the  whole  number  greatly  increased.  ,If 
time. had  been  aflbrded,  as  it  .ought  to  nave  been, 
the  laws  passed  withih  two  or  Ihree  weeks  ^after 
Congress  met.  which  mieht  have  been  done,  a  suf- 
ficient r^ulaV  force.wouTd,  in  all  prdbabiiity,  have 
beao  in. a  state  of  readiness  in  .alt  the  month  of 
April;  and  jthe  nqmber  of  volunieers •  which 
might  h^vf  been  required  to  raaW  up  the  neces- 
sar]r  forpe^'Would  no  doubt  louff  since  have  offered 
their  services,  and  the  whole  have  he€a  iwtt  state 
of  preparatibnto  take  the  £eld  in  time  to  have 
p^KHrmed  the.  arduous  service  contemplated^  by 
the  President*  But,  instead  of  that  coarse,  luiviog 
been  pursued^  what  ha»  been  done  ?  Your  first 
milirary  bill,  repprte;d  ^only  a  few  daye  ago^  is 
DOW  ooder  .consideration;  the  session  now  al* 
most  half  expired ;  and,  at  this  late  period,  |he 
honorable  member,  to  whom,  as  ahirirman  of  the 
committee,  4c.,  the  wholtb.  management  of  the 
militarv  basinel^  waa  referred,  insists  upon  rais- 
ing 25,000  regular  troofis,  whose  dgity  it  shall  he 
to  make  a  descent  upon  Canada,  in  all  the  month 
of  May.  Cwi  the  gentleman  b^  serious).  Does 
he  belii^ve  at  practicable?  If  he  does.  Mr.  A. 
said,  be.  should  be  obliged  to  believe,  that  the 
honorable  member  was  in  earnest  some  daysagoj 
when  he  assured  the  Senate  that  he  knew  very 
little  of  military  aflbirs.  Mr.  A-  said,  froQi  the 
proofs  we  ha v£. repeatedly  had,  bf  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  men  by  ^listment  for  so  long  a  time 
as  five  years^Mid  the  want  in  our  country  of  chose 
kinds  of  materials  of  which  regular  troops  are 
made,  he  did  no.t  believe  thet  onc'-half  the  num* 
ber  prO|>psQd  to  be  raised  bjr  the  bill  could  be  en- 
listed within  the  time  required..  Mr.  A.  saidj  al- 
though he.  was  not  as  much  in  the  habit  of 
prophesy iag  as  the.  honorable  member,  be  would. 


under  all  ^circumstances,  aiveoture  to  predict,  that 
the  scheme  of  now  raisipg  twenty-fire-  thdUsand 
regular  troops,  lo  ^[ierform  the  ar^^us  service 
contemplated  in  the  President's  Message,  would 
entirely  fail,  and  that  the  course  pointed  out  by 
the  President  must  at  last  be  adopted ;  that  is^  to 
Uui^e  volunteers-  with  -riegular  troops^ 

Mr.  A.  said  he  trmted  that  the  honorable  mem* 
ber  and  liimself  had  in  view  the  same  pbject,  but 
differed  as  to  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect. 
The  means  proposed  by^  the  hodorable  member 
''were  regulhr  uoops  only.  If  then  the  Inll  should 
pass  to  raise  25,000^  entire  dependence  Would, 
in  all  probability,  be  placed  upon  the  regular 
troops,  ordfvred.to  "he  noised  ;  tbe  consequence,  as 
bet  had  before  said,  ^ould  bs,  that  the  whole  oh* 
ject  muti^fail.  He  wa&  therefore,  fi^r  taking  the 
regular  troops,  ^that  could  be  raised  io^  time,  and 
supplying  the  additional  number  of  men,  which, 
migfal  be  wanted,  by  volunteers— fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  of  whoin  could,  he  ^ had  no  doub^,  be 
brought  into  the  field,  before  ten  thousand  of  the 
resular  troops,  contemplated  bf  the  bill,  could  be 
enlisted.  By  tnis  mode  (riotwithstandipg  so  much 
time^had  been  lost)  an  effici<int  army  might  be 
jrct  provided  in  tin)e  4q  carry  into  ef»ct'  the  ob* 
jecta  of  the  Governipent,  which,  Mr.  A.  said,  he 
did  iMiit  believe  could  or  would  be  dpoe,  if  dmn« 
idence  were  placed  upon  the  regular  troops.  Noi- 
withstanding  the.little  confidence  which- the  hou* 
oraUe  nkeo^ber  seems  disposed  topla^e  in  the  vol- 
uoteerf,  Mr^  A.  said,  he' had  no  hesitation  in  giv^^ 
ing  it,  as  his  most  decided  omnioit,  that  at  least 
as  tnuch.  dependence  might  .be  placed  npon  the 
volunte^TH,  as«  upon  the  newly  raised  regular 
troops^  The  .volonteers  would  have  the  same 
*chanee  of  discipline  that  the  new  regulars  would 
have.  '  A  sufficient  number  of  thosei  who  ofimd 
their  ^rvices  might  be*Asalled  into  the  field,  as 
early  as  tl^e.  season  would  adtaut,  and  placed  un* 
der  strict  diacipline :  to  which  tor  iheir  own  hon* 
or  they  would  readily-  sobn^it — nay,  I'eqoire,  if 
left  to  their  owp  choice  \  .for  tl^e  fii'st  object  tbef 
would  have  in  view  would  be  to  acquire  mUitary-^ 
skill ;  and  they  would  not  only  be  very/soon  pre- 
pared to  perform  field  duty,  but  might  entirely  be 
depended,  upon  for  afi'y  other  service.  Witness 
the  prowesa  of  the  volunteers  at  tbe  battle  pf  the 
Wabash,  and  thes^  had  not  be^  disciplined  at 
aH.  Mr.'  A.  said,  h?  expected  the  boaoraole  mem* 
bet  would  admit,  thiit  the  materials  of  which  the 
volnnteers  would  be  composed,  would  be  at  least 
equal  to  those  of  which  the  regular  troops  -would 
•be  formed :  and  tbe  officer^  of  the  volunteer  corps 
befog  nppointed  by4he  President,  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  faithfully  perform  their  duty.  Those, 
said  Mr.  A^,  are  completely  in  our  power ;  and  he 
considered  it  6ur  best  policy,  as  well  as  our  dutjf, 
to  bring  Ihem  into  action.  Mr.  A-  seid  in  addi«* 
tipn  to  the  efficiency  of  the  raeaoir  whjch  he  pro- 
posed to  bfAhg  into  the  field,  it  would  have 
one  verv  <;onsiderable  advantage  over  the  regular  ^ 
armv  of  the  honorable  member.  U  would  be  mor^ 
conformable  to  the  true  prtocrples  of  the  Consti- . 
turioD,  and  would  consequently  be  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  nation.  The  confidence  With  which  he 
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had  bpoken  of  voluateera,  Wfts  not  fooDded  upon 
visioDftry  theory,  6ut  practical  experience;  he  bad 
often,  in  the  Revolution,  hatl  ^jiportanity  to  wit- 
ness their  niUtary  ardV>raad  persevering  firmness ; 
on  two  occabions  in  particular,  the  one  at  Con- 
necticut Farnos,  xbe  other  at  Springfield,  in  the 
Spring  of  1780.  The  enemy  had  advanced,  in 
forc^  about  two  thousand,  to  a  place  called  Con- 
necticut Farms,  about  four  miles  from  Elizabeth- 
town,  in  New  Jersey.  The  oqly  troops  that  were 
within  strikiag  distance  to  oppose'  this  force,  was 
the  brigade  of  Jersey  tlegolars,  containing  then 
about  a  thousand  men;  many  volunteers,- how- 
ever, flocked  to  their  standard-rthe  en/Bnry  were 
met  by  this  force — abattle  ensued— *the  American 
army  had  the  advantage  pf  ihe  ground ;  but  thp 
right  wing  of  the  enemy  eiiended  so  far,  that  4f 
not  suddenly  checked,it  would  have  enabled  them 
to  have*flanked  our  left. '  ft*  was  necessary  to  pre- 
vent it — services  of  this  kind  must  be  promptly' 
rendered;  four  hundred  regulars  and  two  hundrea 
volunteers  were  ordered 'to  execute  it;  no  more 
conld  be  8pare<]  from  the  line.  A  good  position 
alone  coqld  have  Justi&ed  the  attempt,  with  (be 
disparity  of  numbers.  It  was  first  made  by  iqan- 
cenvre,  but  it  wassoon  found  it  could  only  be  done 
with  the  bayonet,  A  deteFmihed  charge  was 
mad^  and  it  "^as  successful ;  the  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed ;  the  volunteers  were  upon  the  left ;  not  a 
man  broke  his  ranks.  Some  brave  ft^llows  fell, 
but  their  places  were  immediately  IfiUed;  all  be- 
haved with  thefirmnessof  vetera'ns.  The  next  day, 
those  troops  hdd  tb'6  thanks  of  General  Wasb- 
iNQ'TON  in  general  orders.  The  volunteers  bad 
only  joined  the  Regulars  a  few  days  before  the  ae- 
tioni  In  about  two  weeks  aft^r^  the  eneoiy  ad- 
vanced in  greater  force-^about  five  thousand-^ibe 
troops  who  had  been  i6  the  former  action  h^d 
kept  their  position  wb<^  the  battle  had  "been 
fought ;  it  was  advantageous  for  an  inferijor  force ; 
it  was  a  defile,  covered  for  some. distance  on  the* 
right  by  a  morass ;  on  the  left  it  was  not  well  pro- 
tected. 4g&inst  this  -position,  the  enemy  again 
advanced  ;  and,  by  their  increased  numbers,  they 
were  enabled  to.extend  their  right  wing  so  far  ab 
completely  to  torn  our  left.  We  were  obliged  to 
retreat;  but  not  withoat  having  kept  the  enemy 
a  considerable  timls  in.  checL  You  know,  Mr. 
President,  there  is  no  situation  so  trying-  to  the 
bravery  and  firtisness  of  troops,  as  a  retreat  jjot- 
even  y&u^  sir,  I  believe,  had  (o  retreat  soi^etimes.) 
The  volunteers,  upon  this  occasion,  behaTed  tike 
themselves;  a  sullen,  indignant  ^tep,  iparked 
their  movements^  and  from  the  mouths  of  their 

Suns  they  spokie  to  the  enemy  fhe  langiitage  of  de* 
8BC€ ;  the  enemy  did  not  advance  one  mile,  be- 
fore a  fortunate  position,  supported  by  determined 
bravery,  enabled  the  united  force  ofuhe  regulars 
and  volunteers, to  arrest  their  progress  for  thcs  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  This  day's  fiction  begafr  with 
the  dawn  of  the  morning,  and  continued  until  the 
setting  of  the  sun,  when  the  enemy  fell  back  to 
take  a  secure  {position  against  the  expected  at- 
tacks pf  the  night.  During  the  whole  of  this 
day's  action,  the  volunteers  kept  the  stations  as- 
signed them,  which  they  sustained  with  as  much 


firinnesff  as  the  regular  troope.  Many  of  them 
were  killed  and  Wounded.  Among  the  number, 
were  said  to  be  seven  of  onefamUy  connexion, 
broYfaer^,  brothers-in-law,  and  cousins ;  several  of 
whomr  he  ha4  himself  seen  after  the  action. 
Scenes  like  this,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  of 
which  he  had  been  an  eye-^witnessj-and  in  which 
he  claimed  some  participation,  had  given  him  that 
confidence  in  volunteers,  which  be  had  evinced 
to  the  Senate  in  the  course  of  his  observations, 
and  which,  he  said,  should  never  ceaife  but  with 
bis  existence.  They  are,  air,  the  best  military 
materials  in  your  country-^they  are  the  flower  of 
your  forests';  they  ought  not  to  be  thrown  into 
the  back- ground,  the  better  to.  enable  the  honor- 
able member  frbm  Virginia  to  present  his  regu- 
liirs  in. front. 

Mh  Andcrbon  sard,!  have  stated^  Mr.  Presi- 
dent,- perhaps,  with  some  warmth,  the  grounds 
upon  which  my  confidence  iki  volunteers  luis  been 
founded ;  and  be  it  ran^mbered,  said  Mr.  A.^  that 
they  were -militia volunteers.  He  said,  he  ought 
to  have  stated,  that  the  enemy  they  had  encoun- 
tered, was  composed' of  regulars  and  tfessians — 
the  whole  under  the  command  of  the  Hessian 
(General  Knyphatisen.  Mr.  A.  said  the  rolunteers 
he  now  proposed  raising  he  would  have  engaged 
for  nine  Or  twelve  mooths^  firom  the  time  of  their 
>reaching  the-place  of  general  rendezvous.  They 
should  be  engaged  by  officers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  under  such  regulations  (of  course) 
asmi|g;ht  be.provided  by  jaw;  but  whiibh  could 
not  now  be  well  d^tajled. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  now  offer  some  qbserva* 
tions  upon  the  number  of  troops  that  ought  to  be 
employed.  He  said  that  tha  invasion  of  Canada 
'''was  not  now  contemplated  for  the  first  tim^rit 
had  often  heen  a  subject  of  -conversation,  when- 
ever there  hkd  been  any  proi^peet  of  U  war  with 
Borland.  It  has  been  considered  as  ihe  most  con- 
venient means  upon  which  we  could  make  repri- 
sal, and  thereby  obtain  some  small  reparation  for 
the  .manf  losses  and  injuries,  which  have  been 
sustained  from  the  depredations  committed  upon 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  nation.  Mr.  A. 
said,  that  upon  different  occasions,  he  had  always 
given  it  as  his^tnio^,  that  a  descent  upon  Cana- 
da ought  never  ro  be  attempted  with  a  force  of 
less  than  twenty-five  thpusand  men ;  that  subh  a 
force  would  make  ^  an  awful  impression — ^and 
would,  in  all  prqbabilityj  save  many  valuable 
lives ;  as  no  opposing  force,  in  the  usual  state  of 
the  country,  would  b«  able  to  meet  it  in  the  field. 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  vepeated^  U^at  no  expressidp .  had 
eseaped^im,  either  in  public  debate^ or  In  private 
conversation,  to  iustify  the  insinuations  made  by 
the  gentleman)  that  he  was  unwitting  to  vote  a ' 
sufficient  force  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  On 
the  contrary,  he  believed  that  no  man  whp  had 
seeq  active  military  service,  and^who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  situation  and  state  of  that  coun- 
try, would  say  that  it  would  be  prudent  or  safe, 
to 'make  a  descent  upon  Canada,  ^ith>a  force  of 
less  than  twenty-five  thousand  men^  peculiar 
circumsiancee  might,  however,  render  it  necessa«> 
ry,  ta  attempt  with  a  smaller  number,  and  depend 
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i]]>on'  immediate  sappjies  bein^  furnished,  to  sus- 
tain the  ground  that  plight  be.  acquired.  Mr.'  A. 
3aid',  the  hot^orable^ member  had. intimated  that 
he  had  not  taken  iato  co&sideratibn  the'pecaliar 
situafiori  of  the  United  Staltes  in  re1a(i9n  to  the 
Floridas,  and  the.  other  parts  of  theSoufhern  and 
Western  frontiers.  He'  said  he  was  mqch  indebted 
to  the  honorable  member,  for  erincing'  so  "tnach 
interest  for  those  sections  of  the  Union;  but,  Mr. 
A.  said,  he  considered  those  already  provided  for, 
bf  the  provision  made  to  fill  up'the.recriments  on 
the  establishment,  which,  when  complete,  would 
amount  to  ten-  thousand  men  ;  this  dumber  wilj 
be  quite  competent  to  all  the  objects' l^uggested  by 
the  honorable  meinber,  an^  it  had  not  been  con- 
templated, that  be  had  heard,  {o  remove  any  of 
these  troops  from  the  South  or  West;  consequently' 
the  situation  of  those  parts  of  the  .Union  can  have 
no  relation  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised  by 
the  bill  under  .consideration.  These  troops  are 
understood  to  be  ext?!usively  foi;  the  ^rthern  sec: 
tion-^Hmd  with  that  express  view  they  are  to  be 
raised.  Mr«  A.  said,  before  be  quitted  the  subject 
of  the  Southern  and  Western  froi\tier"he  felt  himr 
self  constrained  to  take  notice  of  some  very  extra- 
ordinar]^  language,  used  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  relation  to' the  ijitentions  of  the  late  and 
present  Presfdeots,resp*eQtinjrtheeity  of  Orleans, 
m  the  event  of  a  \^ar  with  England.  It  was  ex- 
tremely painful  to  doubt  the  'correctness  of  any 
gentleman's,  statement;* but  this swas  of  so  very 
extraordinary  acbaraqter;  ih^t  in  dotyCo  the  sec- 
tion of  the  cbtintry  he  represented!  ajid  from,  the 
respect  due  to  those  distinguished  char*acter8,'Mr. 
A.  said  he'oonsidered  himself  bound  xo  take  np-^ 
tice,  in  la  particulat  manner,  of  the  assertions 
made  by  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia. 
Mr.  A.  said,  the  wqrds  had*  very  much  surprised 
him  when  he  heard  them'  tittered^  and'  he  had 
immediately  written  tbeha  dpwn.,      ^'      :, 

The  bonoraofe  member  has  said,  that  he  did 
know,  that  in  the  event  oTa'war  it  was  tbe  inten- 
tion of  the  Iftte.President^  to  let  the  English  take; 
Orleans  without  opposition,  and  leave  it  to  the 
Western  people  to  retake  it  themselves ;'  and  h^ 
did  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  present 
Administration ' to  act  in  the  tame  way.-  [Mf. 
Giles  attempted  to  explain ;  but  Mr.  A.  insisted 
that  the  words,  a^  he  ha$l  taken  them  ddwd,  were 
correct,  for  which  he-ilppealed  to  the  Honse.  '  Mr. 
G.  de'iisted  frbm  mak|o|r  any  farther  attempt  at 
explanation^,  and  Mr.  A.  proceeded.}  If,  fit,  said 
Mr.  A...  I  could  believe* the  late  President  of  the 
United  States  capable  of  such  an  act;  eapablrof 
so  deliberate  an  infringement  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  the  moral  and 
political  obligations  by  whitfh  he  was  bound  to  his 
country  and  to.  his'dnty.  i  should  not  he^itatejto 
say,  that  all  his  velloearned  fame  ought  to  be  for- 
ever merjged  in  suchan  atrocious  contemj^lated 
act.  But,  said  Mr.  A.,  knowing,  as  I  do,  th^ mo- 
tives and  views  by  which  the  late  President  had 
been  uniformly  actuated  with  respect  to  the  whole 
Western  country,  I  have  very  solid  reason  to  be- 
lieve be  never  contemplated,  nor  was  he  capable 
of  committing  so  daring  an  outrage  ot^  the  rights 


anil  iqterests  of  the  whole  Western  section  pf  the 
Union.'  What,  Mr.  President,  would  any  one- of 
(be  old  States  sg^y,  at  thus  being  thYown  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  Union  ?  N^y,  what  would  be 
the  impulse  of  the  nation  Were  the  President  ca- 
pable of  declaring,  that  in  the  eveot,bf  a  war  with 
an  enemy,,no  matter  whom,  he  would  leave  either 
Philadelphia, '^^ew  York,  pr  Boston,  without  of; 
fering  any  defence,ao  be  'taben  possession  of  by 
th^  army  of  the  enemy^  and  leave  it  to  tbe  citi-- 
zens  of  the  State  whose  town  should  be  thus  oc- 
cupied, to  retake  it  themselves?  SiV,  the  indis- 
nation  of-th/)se  people,  and  of  the  nation,  would 
rise  to  such  a  height,  tha^  whatever  respect,  esteem, 
or  veneration  they  may  have  had  for  him,  all 
Xt'onld  be  instantly  swept  from  their  bosoms,  and 
he  would  be  hurled  fVom  their  confideUcQ  forever. 
But,  said  IVfr.  A.,  the  wellrearned  fame  of  our  late 
illustrious  Chief,  is  his  shield  and  hitf  buckler,  as 
well  upon  this,  as  it  has  been  upon  tnany  other 
occasions;  and  an  eiucidalioa  of  facts  wili.test 
the  correctness  of  the  assertion  made  by  the  hon- 
orable mecnbef  ffom' Virffiuia.  If,  Mr.  President, 
there  was  any  one  part  of  tbe'United  States  dearer 
to  the  late'President  than  liny  other,  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  qaturally  , 
suppose  it  was  NeW  Orleans,  It  was,-  as  it  were, 
his  own  begotten  child;  he  had  nursed  it  jn  its 
infamcy,  and. had  almost  reared  it  lo  manhood.. 
Sir,  he '-could  never  forsake  it;  much.  I^$s  could 
he  voluntarily  surrender  it,  to  be  sacked  and  plun- 
dered, as  it  most  certainly  would  be,  by  a  mercen- 
ary foe.'  I  will  now,  Mr.  President,^xamine  some 
fadts,  sai^  Mr.  A.,  which  bave  a  strong  bearing 
upon  the  assertion  made  by  Che  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia.  It  Wonld'  be -recollected  by^ 
every  honorable  mcmbei'  upon  thts  floor,  that  some 
fe^  year^  ago,  wlieii.it  was  Understood  t^at  Gen- 
eral' Prevbst  With'  a  body  of  troops,  bad  sailed 
from  tialifax,  with'  intentj  as  it  was  expected;  Tor 
th^  mputh  of  the  Mississippi,  the  then  President' 
apprehended  the  movjement  might  possibly  be  to 
possess  Orleans.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the 
rrfesid^ent  upon  that  occasion  ? .  Did,  he  l^ve  it 
defenceless  for  the  enen;iy  to  take  ?  No,  sir ;  he 
Immediately  eave  orders  for  all  the  troops  that 
could  be'  collected  within  almost  any  reasonable 
'distance,' to  march  immediately ibr  the  protection 
of  the  place;. and  those  that  were  near  the  sea- 
board were  instantly  (transported  by  water;  and 
every  exertion  was  made  to  throw  a  sufficient 
force  into  Orleans  and  its  vicinity,  to  afford  it  the 
most  ample  protection.  This,  sic; '  happened 
shortly  before  the  President  went  out  of  office  5 
and  no  other  occasion  presented  itself  of  evincing 
his  good  disposition  toward^  th$t  portion  of  the 
Uhion,  until  be  was  suciceeded  by  the  present 
Chief  Ma^istr&te,  who  has 'also  been  nieasurably 
implicated  in  thV  same. charge,  by  the  hpnorable 
member ;  but  of  this  he  has  only  expressed  his 
belief;  he  has  not.  however,  told  us  ap6u  what' 
that  belief  is  founded.  Inasmuch  then,  Mr.  Pre- 
srdeni,  as  the  charge  exists  only  in  theMiefof 
the  hbdorable  member,  it  is  fair  tQ  presume  pu- 
rity of  inientioii  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
until  tne  contrary  shall  appear ;  and  this,  Mr.  A 
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said,  he  felt  entirely  edoEdeDt  never  would  ap- 
pear. The  uniform  leoorof  ihe  Presidj^ik's  mor- 
al and  political  rectitude,  were  ample  vouchers, 
for  the  correctness  of  his  motives,  and  the  purity 
of  bis  intentions.  Mr..  A.  said,  so  fkr  as  we  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  thB  disposition 
of  the  present  Chief  Mag i&trate,  inrelat^n  to  the 
protection  of  Orleans,  we  had  not 'the  smallest 
reason  to  doubt  the  purVty  of  his  intentions;  and 
be  had  entirie  confidence,  should  an  occasion  pre- 
sepf,  thai  the  President  would  faithfuUy,  ably,  and 
impartially  discharge  the  duties  be  owed  to  every 
part.of  the  Union.  "^ 

.  Mr.  A.  said,  tbji  obsetvations  pf  ibe  honorable 
member,,  respecting  the  Secretary  of  the  Trfea- 
surjr,  the  financial  department,  and  the  Adjminis- 
traiion  ss  connected  with  it,  required  and  should 
receiite  an  answer.  Mr.  A*  said  he  considered 
himself  peculiarly  bouod.tb  support  the  Secretary, 
as  he  bad  been  the  innocent  cause,  bv  introducing 
him  into  the  debate,  in>  tbe  course  of  the  .observa- 
tions he  bad  made,  iir  support  of  his  inotion,  and 
ihereby  bringing  upon  him  the  animadversions, 
which  the  honorable  niember  bad  taken  oooasi on, 
to  make.  His  attack  upon  the  Secretary  ia  of  a 
sfneular  hind ;  be  does  ni>t  impeach  a  s^gle  offi-. 
cialact  of  thftt  officer,  but  throws  out  vague  in- 
sinuations, in  so  un'tangible  a  shapb  as  almost  to 
defy  an  inquiry  into  their  trutli^ .  The  official 
acts  of  a  public  o^cer  are  always  free  subject^  of 
investigat1on.and  discussion;  but,  does^it  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  a  paember  of  this  body,  to  as- 
perse Witbout  proof,  not  bis  acta,  but  bis  supposed, 
opinions  ?  The  bonbrirb(e  D^^ember  presumes  the 
Secretary  gave  bis  assent  to  the  rental  pT  the  salt 
tax— *upon  what  authority  does  he  found  hi^  opin- 
ion .of  the  Secretary  %  Nof  proof  can  be  given  of 
it.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  always  undierstood  that 
the  Secretary  was  opposed^  to  the  repeal  of  tb«t. 
tax.  His  numerous  reports  prove  the  ftict ;  iu  all 
of  which,  if  they  are  examined,  it  will  be  found 
that  he  considered  that  duty  as -one  of  the  bran- 
ches of  revenue  u|>on.  which  .  he  jelied<  But 
there  would  be  bo  criminality,  if  we  weije  xo:sup^ 
pose  that  the  Secretary  had  joined  in  (he  general 
opinion  and  given  his  assent  to  the  repeajLas  well 
as  the  honorable  .member  has  dbne ;  the  fact,  hdw- 
eyer,  Mr.  A.  averred  .to  be  .otherwise.  That  offi- 
cer must  be  supposed  xaoT%  alive  to  every  thing, 
connected  with  the  Treasury,  than  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Government.  So  far  had  the  S^trer 
tary  carried  this  feeling  toward  the  Treasury,  that 
hp  was  not  only  opposed  to  the  repeat  of  the  salt 
tax,  but  Mr.  A.  bad  airways  understood  that  be 
was  opposed  to  the  jrepeal  of  the  internal  taxes  at 
the  time  they  took  pUce;  with  a  view  co  doubt 
not  only  to  be  able  to  meet  all  the  demands  that 
could  bie  legally  made  u^on  the  Treasury,  but  to 
procure  a  surplus  to  meet  aujy  contingency  that 
the  peculiar  state  of  our  foreign  relations  might 
demand.  'How  then  the  honorable  member  ean 
charge  the  Secretary  with  the  deficiency  which 
the  salt  tax  would  have  prevented,  according  to 
the  eenlleman's  calculation,  Mr.  A*  said  he  was 
at  a  Toss  to  know.  The  honorable  member  ought 
more  properly  to  charge  his  own'  complaisance 


with  the  great  deficit  which  he  seems  so-auxious 
to  charffe  to  the  Secretary.  The  "Secretary  was 
opposed  to  <he  repeat  of  the  salt  tax,  from)  bis 
opinion  of  the  correctness  of  i^..  Th'e  honorable 
member  was  also  opposed  lo  it,  for  the  same  rea- 
son ;  but  from  complaisance,  he  himself  tells  us, 
he  voted  for  the  repeal.  lie  theti,  and  not  the 
Secretary^  is  answerable  to  the  Treasu/y  for  the 
great  loss  sustained  by  4he  repeal  tffthat  tax ;  for 
be  has  told  .us,  that  its  repeal  depended  upon  his 
sit^gle  vote ;  and  th^^  that  vote  he  gave  from  com- 
plaisance, not  from  a  conviction  of  its  correctness. 
.  The  honprable  member  chat^es  the  Treasury 
Department  with  a  recession  from  the  difficulties 
of  the  nation  during  the  last  'three  yeurs,  and  with 
the  unwillingness  of  the  Secretary  to  afford  the 
usefulness  of  his  talenxs  to  Qovernment.  Mr.  A. 
said  he.  cpuld  not  well  understand  the  ibeaning  of 
this  charge,  as  the  honorable  memoer  acknowl- . 
edges  tt^t  Government  had. not  called  on  the  Sec- 
retary for  greatei  exeKioas.  Mi.  A.  said  be  would 
ask  the  honorable  member-rin  What  do  thac  re- 
cession and  unwillingness  consist?  Have  not  all 
the  duties  o£  the  office  been  p<^rformed  ?  Has  the 
Secretary  ever  shrunk  from  responsibility  upoaitiiy 
occasion,  or  declined  answering  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent any  of  the  calls  made  upon  him  by  Congress, 
either  for  inforniation, or' opinion?  H^s  he  not 
carried  tbe  financial '  blirk  safely  to  this  moment, 
notwithstanding  tbe  difficulties  of  the  times? 
Have  not  all  tbepubli€  engagements  been  fulfilled; 
all  the  increased  expenses  been  defrayed;  uot- 
withstanding  the  decrease  of  revenue,  occasioned 
by'  tbe  state  of  our  foreign  relations  ?  What  is 
then  meant  by.  Recession  ?  Does  the  honorable 
member  meali  to  say,  that  it  wa.s  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  ^to  point  out  new,  branches  of  revenue; 
while  those  already  existing  were  sufficient  to 
defray  the  expanse  aufhorized  by  law  ?  At.  this 
moment,  while  we  are  acting  on  thesubjectpf  the 
Aqmy,  which  will  (greatly)  more  thin  double  the 
public  ex  peases,, the  honmrableooem  her  does  not 
deign  to  inquire  ijQ to  the  ways  and  means,  He 
scouts  the  .very  idea,  and  finds  great  fault  with 
him  (Mr.  A.)  because  he  presumed  to  make  some 
inquiry  into  ^he  present  state  of  the  National  Trea- 
sury, Whether  we  now  vote  six  or  rei\  regiments 
of  infantry,  with  the.  addition  of  those  ofartillerv 
and  horse,  the  expense  will  be  great ;  but  we  think 
it  necessary  some  additional  troops  shall  be  raised, 
and  will  vote  accordingly.  After  thev  shall  have 
been  autbtuized.  ai^d  not  befoi^e,  the  Treasury  De- 
piirtment  n^ay  be  called  up6n,  to  point  out  the  re- 
sotirces  and  present  them  to  our  cpnside^atioo. 
The  honorable  member,  not  satisfied  with  his 
vaigue  charge  of  what  he  calls  a-recession  of  the 
Treasury  D/snartmenr,  extends  the  charge^'  in  a 
moft  extraordinary  iptfiiner,  to  ^he  late  and  pre»- 
eAt  Administrations.  To  their  indisposition  to 
press  on  the  Treasury,  and  to  disturb  the  repose 
and  popularity  of  the  Secrctarv  of  the- Treasury, 
the  hoixorable  member  ascr'ihes/  tbe  measures, 
which,  in  his.  opiniop,  had  dishonored  the  natioa 
the  last  three  years.-v  Cai^  this  be  correct,  Mr. 
President  ?  Can  this  House  believe  that  the  late 
and  present  Administrations  wo^ld  be  capable  of 
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aetiDg-  upen  «iwh ,  priocipl^tf  ?  The  bonori^ble 
menbei^liai  ruModly  awtrtedtfajtt.the  l|it^  Ptet*. 
ideoL  tbftt  Mk  Jaffersob,  wlieDerer  he  was  op*- 
posed  to  wbat  he  deemed. UDoec^Mary  expense, 
instead  of  'being  actiuued  by'  his  knowil  aVierston. 
•  to  saddle  suehaa, expense  .on  the  pebplej  ioatead 
of  beiiyg,  as^  he  hafl.  expressed  it^ajrerse  to  takioip 
frofn  th^  moAih  of  labor*  its  herd  earnlDgs^faadno 
other  metWe.  but  a  fear  to  disiorb  the  repio^  and 

epalari^y  of  the  SeereOiry  of  the  Treasury- 1  Bat, 
^  Presideoi^  what  is  4He  Tretsiiry<abstTaetedly 
speaking?  and  wiiat  doeyihe  bontorable' o\ethber 
mean,  by  a  fear  to  press  off  the  'tjreasury  ?    .The 
oflkersef  the  Treasuf fare  ipere  ageKHsforeceivd 
and  to  IMiy  the  thooey  «^hich:itf cdliected  froi|a  the 
M>ple,    There;  is  ipeYer  any  reat  pressure  on  the 
Tfeastiry.  'If  there  be  at  any'time  a  |)ressara  fo^ 
iiiie  parppse  of  defraying  any  expense,  it. is  a  pre^ 
•are  on  the  people,  who  must  pey  t^e  meqey^ 
Whether  the  Treasucy  hae  ten  or  twenty  milliojis 
io^  collect  frolb  the  people,  i|Bd  to  pay  ta  the  other 
ag^Qts  of  Gkirmment,  the  repose  or  th^  Secreth* 
rv  is  nOt.iji  the  lease  disturbed.    Wheir,  dUrlbg 
.the  R.ev.oi6tiooatT  wilr,  Congress  was*<lbliged  to 
call  on  the  'iieopie  for  hea^y  ta^e$,  Qjr,tfnaUe  to 
redee6i  our  paper  moxiey,the  pressure  fell  on  the 
people;  who  bra  |he  iaxes  ta  pay  and  in  whose 
hands  ihe  paper  money  died  aWay.«  Whei^  not- 
withstanding the^  iaatfeqifate  resources,  we  weKe 
unable  to  defray  the  most  necessary  exMnses,  the 
pressureieli  on4»hom'?    P&  our  eni  pty  Treasury  1 
Nosir^^it'fell  on  the  Army — on  the.defend<f».of 
your  eoantryr^oo  those  wairrworn'  teierans,  who. 
were  scantily  fed,  hardly  clothed,  and  B6t  paid  at 
»ll,aDd,  wtose  eafniiigs,  at  last^felliata the  hands 
of  speculating  harpies.    But,  sir,  ;what  effect  had 
tliic  state  df  things  upon  thcjpersonal  ^nose  of 
yovlr  then  Gomiatissioners  of  the  Treasi^y  ?    Nat 
theleasi,  except  so  far  as  they  felt  fi5r  the.  distresses 
of  their  oonalry^  and.  identified,  themselyes  with 
its  fate;,  and  Ji  is- only  ill  this  point  of  view,  said 
Mr,  Af  that  the*  repose  of  a.  Secretary  of.ybur 
Treasury  can  be  disturbed  oa  similar' occasions. 
T(»at  suhstitution  of  the  Tceaswry<-*of(the  ehest 
into-which  tfartaxeir|iropaidr-*cothe  people  t^em- 
aelres  who  pay  thami  is  etteoMhoseeqiiLroaues 
of  which  the  honon^hlemember  '» 'so foDd« ,  it js, 
jK>wterar»an;artifice^  too  thinly  .Veiled,  4o  deeeiye 
the  3eoaie,  or  misleaid  our  eottstHuuBts.   Mk  A. 
said,  the  course  taken  by  thehonorlible'  member 
iiad  bee^so  deiribos,  that  it*  had  been  hard  to  fol-  i 
Ipw^  him,  SLud  indeed  s^metiipes  to  understi^pd  his 
mealoiBg  cohreedy. « 

Miu  A^  said,  be  could  not,  aor  did  'be  intend, 
W^eo  he  rose,'  to  answer  all.  ^he  obeerratioas  of 
the  iioBorablemeDibe.r— he  had.seleeted  ihomost 
prbaiiiieni,^a^  .should  answer  only  one*  or  two 
■aore.  -The  honorable  ,member  had  satd,  (hat. to  ^ 
Ihe  ufawiUihgoess  of  the  late  and  'present  Ad  mi  n- 
iatraiion  to  inci^  expense,.heatiribute8  the  present 
sitiiacioo  of.  our  country.  Ailthough  he  has  made 
'this  chargp  against  -the  Administrplion,  he  has 
oet  specified  .any  case  in  which  th^  preseat '  Ad- 
UaraiotTatiott  had  refused  toii>cqt>expe»se. .  Mr. 
A.  swi^ffosed  ic  would  havebeeii  rather  too  bold  a 
ahafge,  ater  the  measures  adopted  by  the.  Press- 1 
12tliCoir.l9tSBSs.~3 


deQt,aM  with  ^eir  result  now  before  |is;  he  had, 
hosferef,  specified  two  cases. under  the*  fojrmer 
AdministratioQ— «  refusal  to  iocdr  the  ej^pease 
nec^eskaiy  to^arry  the  etnbargo  ioto  effect,  and  a 
.Kjeetioi^  by  tbe  House  of  Ilepresentati  ves  of  a  pro* 
pgsitioo  to  authifrize  contingent  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal*.  Mt.  A.'said^.  he  had  always  ui^ 
derstobd,  that  the  Executire  had  used  with  great 
assiduity  erery  ineatts,which  bad  been  placed  in 
his  hands  b)^  Congress,  tb'.  carry  into  effect  the 
several  emtwigo  laws ;  th|it  the  li^ws  «(ere  ks  w^U 
executed  as  any  restricti.ve  laws,  X)f  so  pressing  a 
oharaeter,  could  'have  be^a  upon  so  extensive  a 
coast)  and  more  ho  than  the  restrictive,  laws  of 
Great  Britain  and  t*ranee  had  ever  been,  with  all 
their  n%vii^  and'theirAtomerons  armies ;  and  that 
It  wAsnot  because  this4aw  Was  not  well  executed 
that  it  .was:  repealed^  but  in  coas^uenee  of  ano- 
ther cQosiderati^Dp,  wellitaown^to  the  hon^^rable 
memher  himself,  w^o  can  gire  jtf  accurate  a  iii?!- 
tory  of  the  reeeal  of  that la.w  as  anv  hofioVable 
memoer  of  eilli^  House.  Mr.  A.  said,  with  re* 
speo't  to  ihe  failure^  dd  the  •  part  of  the  House  of 
RitfM^esentatiVfis,  to,  adopt  'COQtingent  *  letters  Of 
lA^rque  aad  N|prisal,  he' could  not  see  how  that 
could  with  any  propriety  be  attributed  to  the  late 
'PrestdeiK.  He  did  not  indeed,  by  an- official  • 
.message,  recommend  .suph' a  measure;  and  the 
cbrrec>tn0ss  of  such  a  course  might  well  be  doubted, 
upon  Gteistillfttiopal  grounds^  Btit,  Mr.  A«  said  he 
well  knew  thai  the  president  w^s  anxious  for  a 
nrOvisioAof  thalT  kind;  as  a*  Substitute  for  the  em- 
bargo i  whether  in  the  precise  phraseology  of  the 
pAvislpn  the  House  rejected,- Mr.  A.  could  not 
say;  j)ut  knowing,  as- he  did,  thftt  the  President 
was  desirous  ol  a  strong  sub^titiite,  he  was  sorry 
t4at  (he  honorable,  member  Imd  attempted  to  at- 
tribute to  him  ihe  failure  of  so  im'portant  a  mea- 
sure, for  which  he  was  in  no'wuy  responsible* 

'  Weonesdat,  December  IS. 

The  bill  extending  the  (ime^of  certain  patents 
granted  to  Robei^t  Falron,  was  read  the  second 
tjme,    '  • 

.      ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCJB. 
'.    The  Senate  resunwd  the  secOad  reading  of  the 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  liinited  time,  an  additional  mil- 
1Uiry  fOrce^  aad  the  motroa  m^e  by  Mr.  Andbb- 

{lON^  to  strike  otK  the  ^oed  "  tcn,^  section  ,oue, 
iae  three.  /  ;        .        .'     - 

Mr.  Gampbbll  of  Teonessee  rose,  and,  la  sub- 
stance,  made  the  fsAlowipg  observations. .  He  said 
he, would  submit  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  rea- 
sons whteh  would  gorern  his'vote  on  this  ques- 
ttoo^'  and  then  h^  would  notice  such  of  tbe  re- 
marks made  by -the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr*  GilBs)  as  appeared  to  him  to  re«  ( 
late  lo  .the  grounds  <m  which  he  acted.  It  would 
seem^said  Mr.  C^  from  What  has.passed  on  this 
siibject,  that  little  or  no  d^rence  of  opinion  ex** 
ists;  especiallv^simong  gentlemen  on  the  Repub- 
lieaa  side,  with  regard  to  the  objects  to  be  effected 
liy  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised.^  AH  appear  to  - 
admit  the  time  has  arrived  ia  which  you  ought  to, 
aad  muilact;  the  crisis  requM"  it ;  Aad  nothing 
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short  of  a  speedy ^nd  honorable  aceommodktion 
of  existiiyg  ^differences,  secariag  jour  rig^hts,  or 
open  war,  in  which  you  may  avenge  your  wrotiga, 
will  meet  public  expectation.  To  jprodlice  «me  or 
the  other  of  these  re^qUs,  and  be  fully  prepared . 
for  either  alternative,  was  his  object;  and  1^ 
would  vote  for  such  a  fbrce  as  appeared  to  |)ini 
best  calculated  for  that  purpeitse. '  If  all  are  seri- 
ous, said  Mr.C.,  asl  trust  they  are.  io  the' pro- 
fessions made  on  this.tftibject,  the  only>  difference 
of  opinion,  appears  to  be  in  regard  tb  the  nbnab^ 
avfd  fcind  of  troops  necessary  to  effect  the  objects 
ta  v1ew«  Our  decisioii  on  this,  point  miTst  be 
goVemed  by  the  infofoxation  we  possess.  The 
amount,  as  well  as  the  description  of  the  forces 
to  be  raised,  ought)  in  a^^trest  degree^  to  be  pro- 
)>0rtioDed  to  and  regir\at^d  by  the  impr^ssiofa  in-' 
tended  to  be  made  on  your  expected'  enemy,  -and 
the  probable  foroe  to  be  resisted  o^  subdued.  The 
purpose  for  which  these  troops  are  raised,  and  the 
.  immediate  use  to  b,e  made  of  tfa€in,-appear  i»ow 
to  1)6  made  no  secret.  The  hoivQraJ^ie  ^eptleiifan 
from  Virginia.(Mr.  Gilbs)  told  you  thi^  force  of 
twenty-five  thousand;troops,  propfjsedto  be  raised 
by  this  bill,  ought  to1>€  considered  the  Army  bf 
the  North,  and  are  intended  to  t^ke  an^  occupy 
Canada,  iKc  If  it  be  intended,  saiji  Mr.  C,  to. 
occupy  this  country,  of  which,  at  present,- there 
appears  no  ground  to  doubt^  it  ought  .to  be  doiie 


with  the  least  .possible  delay,  tind  in  a  time  liiuch 
shorter  than  would  tie  required  to  raise  so  large 
a  regular  force.  This  number,  with  the  present 
establishment  of  ten  thousapd  meOi  make  an  ag- ; 
gregate  amount  of  thirty-five  thousand.  Ql  these 
you  have  in  service  little  more  than  five  thoQsaikd. 
Of  eourse,  near  thirty  thovsand  are  yet  tp^e  en- 
listed. To  raise  and  discipli&e  this  number;  or 
the  half  of  it,'  would  oonsame  mote  time  than 
ought  to  elapse  before  you  act,  if  you  are  deter-" 
mined  ta  act  with  efieet.  ^      ; 

The  motion  is,  to.  strike  out  the  word  "  ten," 
the  number  of  regitpents  of  infantry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting^*  six."  This  would  make  the 
number  of  troops  to  be  raised  by  this  biUsome- 
what  less  than  seventeen,  thousand  men,  ^ndin- 
cre^e  the  whole,  regular  force  to  nearly  tvrenty- 
seven  thousand  men*.  Mr.  C.  said,  from  the  best 
riew  which  he  had  been  able  to  take  of  the  sub- 

at,  upon  the  infortnation  we  now  posses,  this 
ce,  aided  by  a  proper'proportion  of  Teldnteers, 
would  be  folly  competenl  to  effect  any  object  the 
Ooyecnment  can  have  »  view ;  to  r^stsi  and  ^b- 
dae  aofy  force }  and  to  occtrpy,  if  necessary^  any 
territory  in  your  i^eiehborhood.  Chi  any  sudden 
emer^cy,  the  number  of  volunteers  or  miUtiA 
actoally  employed,  might,  and,  perhaps,  geneMtlly 
ooght  taequal,  and;  on  many  occasions,  much  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  regular  troops,  as  they  could  be 
organized  find  ni^arched  to  the  scene  of  action  rn 
much  shorter. time  than  would  beconsame^  in 
Tatsin^  regular  troops,  would  consist  of  better 
materials,  and  could  be  more  relied  upon  to  lAake 
a  first  impression  than  newijf  tolisted  troops' with- 
•  out  the  advantages  of  discipline.  They  would, 
also,  when  the  service  was  completed,  lay  down 
the  miliury  character,  retnm 'to  thtix  honeS) 


ad^  again  amalgamate  wrth^Jieir  feUow-citizeaa. 
without  a  murmor;  Hence,  the  expense  weald 
be  inoensidisrable,  thfe  time  of  serv.ic|^  beinff  prob- 
ably shorL  It  is,  tiverefor%  fair  to  *ibalco!ate,  if 
.yotir  regular  force  amognts  to  twbnty-seven  thou- 
sand men,  that  you  ought/ to,  and  Will  have  in  ac-. 
tual  service,  aoci,  of  course,  ih '  pfty\ .  A)rly  thoU*- 
sand  men.  ^  And.  wi41  it.  be  contended  that  tbi« 
force  is  not  sufficient  to  'accomplish  all  the  par- 
poses^  which  the  roost' sanguiae  have  ^  view? 
Baty  it.  8een>6,  Volunteers  are  not  jiow  to  be  're- 
lied on.  You  most  .depend  entirely. oil  regular 
trodps<*-on  « jitanding'nrmy.  >  This  doctrine  is  of 
modem  date.amoog  Repuhlicnns,  and  lony,  if  it 
ehould  fain  curirency,  8a|>  the  vital  principles  of 
your  <3&vernment.  The  'languajfe  nf  (he  Pres* 
.ul^nt  onjthis,  stibjeet,  in  his  Messa^^,  bretihes  a 
yery  dl&rent  spirit.  He  recommends  ^  that  ad* 
/  equate  pfo^sion  be  made  £br  filling  the  ranks 
'and  prolonging  the  eiplistaents  of  .the  regular 
'  trooito  ;.f6r  an  oMilioir^jQfiie^  to  iie  engagd  (or 

<  i^more  limited  le^m;  for  the  aG<;^ptaace  of  vol* 
'unteer  oorpsi.  whose  •patriotie' ardor  aaay  eoarta 

<  participntion  in  ur^en^  services;  for.  detach*, 
^ments,  as  -they.' may  be  wanted,  of  other  por- 

<  tions  of' the  militia,'^  &>c.;.  Here,  we-  pe^ceivcf 
be  cpnsidecs  the  new  force  recommended  to  be 

.raised  ns  only  duxiliacy  to  Ihe  present 'regular 
fbrce.  Hence,  it  wpoid  seen  f«^r  to  cdnelade  he 
didi  not  mean  the  numbert>f  the  former  should 
exceed  tha.t  of  the  latter.  -But,  he  seems  to'  place 
considerable',  confidence  in  ■"  volunteer  oorps," 
on  the  groudd  that  their  **^  patriotic  ardor  itaay 
court  a  participaiion  .in  nrspent  'services  ;■*'  those 
•very  kind  of  services  for  which  the  ibrce  is  now 
to  be  pfovided.  be  did,  therefore,  centeropiate 
that  s.»ch  vo^ufiteers  shnuld  coi^stiinte  nn  efficient 
part  of  tl^e  iqroe  to  be*  emplo]r^  in.effeetiog  the 
nM>re  importaht  objects  now  in  View ;  and  that, 
the  miUtra,  also^  should  he  .engaged,  and  contrib* 
ute  their  share  in  sopportiag  any  contest  that 
might  enstie;  Bat,  it  sefems,  yoiir  vniaateftflEs  and 
miiitiA.'a9e  considef ed  tptajly  incoinnettoilo  per- 
form nity  important  milit^y.  servtoes.  From 
theA  yon  nr«  required  to  withdrew  yonr  confi- 
dence,, and  pkee  it  in  tegi|lair  trppps  onlv,  of 
whoip'^  yon  muK-raisean  at:my«uffictently  (aige 
to  effect  all  your'  pi|r)M)aes«  Let  this  doctrine  he 
onoe  established,  and  the  people  tony.  iCMBlde  for 
their  liberties  whfen  jx  is  ioo  late-r-wben  their 
dhaiaslHe'rivetidd  ^pon  them  by^a  militarv  nower. 
Bat  the  atlempt  to  f^ise^b  4argen  regular  force 
at  this  .moment,  would  retard  instead  of  acceler- 
al^  the xdmpletton  of  the  object  intended;  for, 
h  will  be  found  imprae^icable  to  enlist  and  orgnn- 
ize-snch  force  in  time  to  act  befoiie  the  proper 
season  is  gene ;  before  the  i6e  br^ks  ap  in  the 

'  SpriAg.  You  might;  indeed,'  coUect  that  portion 
which  consists  t]f  officers^  but  ve«/canaot  fill  ap 
the  ranks.  If  tea  or  fifteen,  tboosend  efleotives 
conld  be  brought  into  service  in  time,  it  woold 
equal  his  most  sanguine  ejfpects^ttons.  You 
would, '  therefore^  have,  it  is  betiered,  .a  force 
equally  efficient,  if  the  propped  amendment  pre-' 
▼ailed,  as  if  the  bill  pmed  in  its  present  shape, 
vkile  |ro«^exJMdttlMree  W!oald  be  f  hefvhy  grentiy 
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dimtnUhcd,  and  ilt>  obstacle  wbal«TeT.prescfi(ecl  to 
tlie  most  dejB  ism  aod  vigorous  course  of  proceed-, 
iog.  If  irn'mediate  operatioos  be  ii^teuded.  is  be 
ttosted  Ibejr  were,  tbey  Bid^t'be  priooipally  par- 
V  tijtd  on,  in.  ibe  Jrsc iastanlce,  by  volunteers,  wbo 
could,  aad  ougbt  to  be  e'l^bodied  and  prepared  (o 
Bti  on,  ibe  sbortest  itotLee.  For  this  pnrpbsej  aru^ 
jborize  tbe  Exeautive  h9niedi|tely  to  offiqer.  or* 
ganize  far  ik  limited  lime^aod.  put  ioto' •motion; 
ancb  ouuvbeiof  volunteecB  wbo  mayiend^r  theiif 
services,  as  ^hiil  be  deemed  competent  .lb  tli^ 
occfiskin  s  Wing  to>  tbffi  se^oe  of  action  as  many 
of  ytmt  present 'regular  tro^ps^as  may  be  ^pa^ed 
from  other  services,  abd  patf,  wiib  the-leaM  oelay, 
be  conceati9i(ed  $  and  let  ^bese)  .united  with  your 
volauieers  and  aueb  df  the  new  troops  as  can  .be 
rmis^  in'  time,  make,  tbe  fixst  impressiqn^  fcize 
auci  occupy  the  country  coiiteiiip!ateflta,nd  m&iiH, 
tHiD  4beeoti«est  Qatif  tbeaidditioiial  regular  force, 
abd«it  lobe  rbtsed^.can  b«  Q|rgaiit:eed  and  brought 
into  actual  service.  Tbese  may<  then,  suptfbri, 
and/indu^  time, |relJeye-y<Hir.votatt|i»ers.  .Hold 
tbeadvaatag^s  you  toay  baYe gulped  ;  repel auy 
fixiroe  ti^t  may^be  broyght  to  oj^oae-tbem,*  attd 
extend,  if  required,  ybur  ac^ii^bitions;  wblle,  in 
the  ineaa  time,  softcieot  corps  of  thetkiiiitia  may 
be^ealied  into  service  -and  employed  witbin  tbe 


the^e  be.  at  cYiis  time^  to  increase  your  regular 
lt>ree  to  tbivly'-five  thousand  men  7  EbVe  you  no 
cooidei^ee  itk  the  knowledge'  possessed,  and  tbe 
opinion  fotmed  .on.tbis  -subject  by  your  Ctovern- 
ment  1  ifave  they  not  as  ample  means,  at  least,  as 
'.we  have,  to  obcain  correct  infprmation  ?  This,  no 
one,  it  is  pfefeumed,  will  deny ;  and  .the  h.eaorable 
gentlemen  toM  y6o  they  are  of  opihion  ten  thou- 
saod  additional  troops,,  naakingt^e  whole  regular 
force  twenty  thousand,  would-  be  sufficient  for  the 
linreseut  Occasi^.  /To  those,  the  Gbvernment,  no 
doubt,  intended  to  add  as  oa/iy  corps  of  voluu^ 
feerSj'properly  officered  and  oi'ganiTseq  for  rbepor^ 
pose,  as  eircumstaitees,  should  requircL;- and  such 
united  force  would,  jCeriaialy,  be, compereot,  ao« 
cording  to  tbe  pre•en^«tate  of '.ihihg8,-to  eu^do^ 
any  oppositioo  to*  bo^zpeetedj  anjd  to  oecopy  any. 
temfory  in  your  ndghborbooa,  thatcomeir  wiibia 
tbe  avo wed:  .objc^ct  ^^  your  ptiMent  prepacfaeione; 
,Put,lilf.  C/said,  he  w^s  williug  to  go  further;  •fp 
increase  the  regular  fores  to  .pearly  twentyi^seveft 
-thousand  Rveii,.  ai^d  make  a^ipte'  j^rovision  for 
bviugrog  iiito  actual  seriicefuch  cfu'psof  volun- 
teers, officered  by  tne  Executive,  and  such  ttotB- 
her  of  eke  qftilitia  |s  shall'  be  considered  necessary. 
Should  his  motioa  nol^evail,  he  would,  notwicb* 
stitfxrding^  votje  for  the  bill,  and  for  any  other  mea* 


linilts  of  the  Union^  with  silch  df  tb^  ^regular    tare*  proposed  that  eoi|ld,  in  any  degpree,  eontrib- 


troopsus  qiay  be -retained  for  the  purpose,,  to  prq- 
loct  yoiir  frontiers  from  iHeursidns  by  thesavagei^ 
and  your  coasts  against  attacks  from  ft  foreign 
eoeo^y,  •         .  ,- 

This  tDode  of  prbceecltog  .wo«l<d  enable  you  to 
ftcti  before  tfa<B  seasoa  shall  pass  a^ay  in  whictt 
yopt  pperatlons  .'cou^  be  carHed*  on,  with  thlfe 
(ettst  probable  r^sistiinee^*  .and  the  greatest  pros- 
pect ot  socceaa.  The  most  dtetioguishing'  fea- 
ture tb4t  could  cbariu^terize  y(Mir  proceediDgs,  at 
this  aioinent^  wouldbe,  ^be  expedition  wicb  which  ^ 
yb«  progEfss^  both  in  Liegislative  .and  Execi|tive' 
opemtioas*  *  Bat;  if  you  Wttit;as.8eem8to  becon? 
templated'by  tiie  gentleman  from  Yirgiiria,'ttotil' 
twenty-five  or  tbirly^bbosand  6>enare,  bv  enlist- 
meiUs,  raised,  discipnued,  and  put  lu  readiness  for 
actual  %eBvice,  the  time  to  act  will  )iaye  passed 
away  J' the  ice  will  be  broken  1l|^  a^  the  %p- 
proaebes  by  wac^r  to' tbe  country  intended  as  the* 
aeeae  of  action,  willr  be  thereby  opotrnd  ;^  and. 
TtoQ  mky  have  to  effect  yeurolMect,  shoaid  il'thea 
be  practicable,  at  teope  than,  double  the  expense 
of' bk)ott  aiid  tiTeasore  thAf  W0U14  havahemiVe- 
quired  had  you  taken  advantagd  of  the  proper 
tiaae*  What  evidence  have .  vce,  said  Mr.  C,  to 
show  that  40  iWe  a  regular  force  as  that.  ^Or 
posQd  by  the  biU  is  necessary  1  '  The  object,  as 
avowed  by  the  gentleman,  ie-to  occupy  Canada^ 
From  ther  best  il^rmation  he  hitd  been  able  to  ob- 
tain,  there  are  not  more  than  six  thousand  regu- 
lar troops,'  if  jihere  be  that  number,  in  the  prov- 
iaee^  The  gentleman  ^thtes  the  nninber  at  about 
^ven  tbousaod.  Supjiose  the  bitter,  to  be  correct, 
would  npt  double  Ihst  number  of  regular  troops, 
(allowing  for  aocjdeHie  of  every  description,)  be 
aaffioient  to  dppo^  to  tbo^?-  And,  would  not 
your  TohiQteers  be.  able  to  ^fope  with  Canadian 
naUataal*    Upon  these  .datu  what  dcoasion  can 


ute  to  mafntain  the  rights  and  character  of  the. 
natioB.  He  ehoold,  also,  at  iliy.l^Uture  day,  vote 
for  ^ucbradditional  tsod(»'as  the  crisis  might  then 
ceqiirreijand  tl^is  aj^peared  to  him  the  mosteffi- 
cieojt  as  well  as  cocrect  course.  Rdise,  ac  present, 
the  number  proposed  by  the  ameodoient,  which 
most]  if  not  all  who  are  in  favor  of  actual  resist- 
ai^ce,  allow  to  be  nec^sary,  and 'before  they  are 
organized,  you 'will  be-  better  able  to  determine 
whk.t  additional  force,,  if  auy;  will  he  neces^ery. 
Thte  wohld  produce  <mor0  unanimKy,  occasion 
less  dels yj-^and  could  ndl,  in  any- possible'  degree, 
weaken  your,  operative  uioasures,  or  embarrass 
your  Oomtiment, 

Mrw  C.  said,  beltefiiig,  as  be  did,  the  force  pro- 
posed j^y  the  amendment  fally  competent  to  ao- 
complini  the  objedts  all  profess  to  hav4»  in  yiew, 
he  wa9  oDwilUn^  to  vote  for  a  greater  ttnmber; 
He  was  d))pOaed,  on  pdneiple,  to  swelling. tbe 
nr^olan  ^ilitarv  force,  beyood  (he  bounds  really 
deoaanded ,  by  thd  drisis,  as  it  woald  be  setting  a 
dangerous  preoedJeni,  that  qftight,  hereafter,  be  re- 
9or^  to  a;  a  pretext  forao'gmeifting.  from  time 
to  time^'^Vithont  sufficient  cause,  or  beyond  the 
nalilfe  of  this  exigency,  your  stdnding  army ;  -un- 
til the  ^people 'might,  perhaps,  be  awakened  fronir 
their  iSepiirity,  as  has  .been  the  case  on  many  oc« 
casions  in  other  chuntries,  by  feeling  the  pressure 
of  the  chains  o(  military  despotism.  He  tras, 
also,  oowiliing  to  charge  $he  nafihn  with  expent 
ditures  Which  its  finances',  were  not  prepared  to 
meet,and'#hich,  in  his  opinion,  the  occasion  did 
not  require;  He  trttsted  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  any  one,  bv  raising  so  large  a  regular  foece, 
and  thereby  incurring  ko  gi'eat  an  expenditure, 
heyond  what  it  is  believed  was  necessary^  to  drain 
your  Treasury,  embarrass  your  fiscal  concerns, 
and  pMdyie'tto  beMcoaeerled  measures  of- y oar 
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GoverDineQr.  If/howerer,  such  were  the  objtets 
iDtended,  a  more,  efiectulii  mode  to  accomplish 
Ihem  could  u^t  be  adopted. 

If  war  becomes  ibdispensabie',  you  ought  not 
to  calculate  that  it  will  be  of  sfai^rt  duration.  Yo.U 
can  make  war,  but  it  does  dot  rest  with  you'alone 
to  make  peape.  Every  efiort  oujp;ht  to  b^  made 
to  briag  it'  to  a  speedy  ter.miaatioi),  an^  ^i\  the 
m^ans  that  could  be  usefully  emfiloyed  afforded' 
for  that  purpose.  Bui  yqu  ought  not,  in  lhe.be* 
giDBiog,  to  waste  unnecessarily  your  treasures,* 
^bich  are  ihe  sinews  of  war;  yptir  exertions 
a2u>ttld  be  proportioned  to  thie  resistance  lo  be 
OTcrcom^e  $  ;and  no  mor^  ef  your  energies  and  re- 
sources ^xhaus^ed  than  tbe  qceil^en  requires.;  al: 
ways  reserving  the  residue  to  meet  amore  urgent 
'Cimefgency.  War  boce  commeocedf  you  ought, 
loeakulftte  on  supporting  it^  on  at  least,  t  lie  same} 
if  oiott  on  a  more  extended  scale, *not  qnly  for  one, 
hot  for  many  years^  as  it  cannot  be  known  how 
looc  it,  may  be  continued. 

The  American  people,  said  M.r.  C.,^ill,  with- 
out a  mormui^  support  Any  ezJ[)endhtl^^  they  be^ 
liev^  necessary  to  maintain  the  rights  and  avenge 
ibe  i^rrongs  or  their^  pountry.  But  they  will  ex- 
pect you  to  restrict  those  expenditures  to  such 
only  as  theemergency  shall  require ;'.  and  that  be- 
fore you  call  on  th^m  fof  ne^  contributions,  you 
will  be  prepared  to  sfaowyou'have  disposed  of 
the  mean^  aireacly  in  your  hands  to  the  best  ad^ 
Taiatage.  Your  Governnibnt  has,  no  doobt,^  esti- 
mated the  probable  amount  of  force  th$t  would' 
be  required  to' accomplish  th^  objects  in  view; 
they  -have  probably  made  arr^pgemenis,  so  far  as 
rested  with  tbem^  to  me^t  the  expenses  of  kuch 
force ;  they  woiOd  also,  he  conceived,  be  in  a 

Seat  degree  responsible  that- it  ttras  competent 
r  the  purposes  for whi^^  i^  ^as  raised,  should^ be 
omployed  to  efleot  t.bose  purposes,  and  thai. your 
finances' could  be  rendered -^adequate  to  its  sup-' 
port.  But  what  are  you  about  |o  do  by  this/biil-) 
]>erange  ail  those  plans  and  change  the  respon- 
sibility. Instead  of  twenty  ojr  twenty-five  thoiS 
sand,  the  number  deemed  suflkient,  y.o6  force 
upon  the  Government  thirty^five  thousantl  regu- 
lar troops.  You  thereby: take'  upon  yourselves 
the  responsibility  of  rawing  a  force  much  largelr 
than  was  required,  or.  ean  ^e  usefully  employed; 
of  occasioning  a  .great  unnecessary  expenditure, 
which  will  drain  your  Treasury^  embarrass  your 
Ikmnces,  andprobs^>ly  compel.youto  impose  new 
burdens  on  tbe  beople.  Will  they  net  inl|uire 
ioto-the  oaoses  or  those,  extraordinary  measures) 
and  ask  whei^efore  were  uhose  new  taxes  im- 
posed, thbse  expenditures  incurrecl  ?  What  t>cca- 
sioo  was  there  for  so  large  a  regiilar^rmy? ,  Os 
-what  great  eilMrgenjcy  were  they  to  be  employed, 
and  #hat  numei;ous  fo^ee  was  to  be  resisted  or 
subdued?  Those  will  be  natural  inquiries,  and 
the  answers  will,  no  doubt,  suggest  themselves, 
that  a  great  portion  of  these. expenditures  was  Inr 
corred  coatriEiry  to  the  views  of  the  Executive, 
and  for  ivhicb  he  would  in  lDe  respect  be  respon- 
atble;  that  little  more  than  half  tbe  regular  force 
raised  was  deemed  competent  to  eSeat  ajl  the  I 


force  to  be  resisted  or  subdued  was  not  known  or 
believed  to  be  considerable,  nor  such  as  to  require 
the  number  of  troops  ordered  to  be  raised;  bat 
that  a  majority  .of  Congress  took  upon  them- 
selves,'Wit  bout  sufficient  cause,  to  raise  this  large 
army,  incur  this  immense  expense,  and  conse- 
qiientiv  require  those  new  btfrdeos  to  be  imposed. 
For  all  tlkis,.there{ore,^and  the  consequences  that 
'  may  flow  thetefrom.  siieh  tnajbrity,  and  ^ot  the 
Executive,'  must  and  will  be  responsible  to  the 
people.    •  .. 

Mr.  C^said,  be  would' now  notice  more  par- 
ticularly some  of  the  arguments  adduced  b^  the 
honorable  member  froo^  Virgi^ta,  (Mr.  Qiles.) 
He  did  not  propose  following*  him  through  the 
varioiis  course  ef  his-  reasotiing,  touch  of  which, 
howeyei:  in^nioasj  did  not  appear  to  him  relevant 
to  thl^s-stibject,  and  although  on  that  account 
woultl  not  now  be  answered,, he  did  not  subscribe 
to.  The  -honorable  gentleman  said,  in  case  of 
war,' your  present" mtlitary  force* of  ^0,000  men 
would  be  required 'to  prjOtect  your  Western  front- 
iers, and  prevent  N^eW  Orleans  and  Flwda  being 
.taken  by  the  British,  d&c.f  and,,  therefore,  that 
25,O0O.additionar regulars  would  be  ilecessary,  hud 
little  enojigh,  to  effect  your  purposes  in  the  North, 
dbc.  Mr.  C.  said .  no  oliueet  could  .be.more  inter- 
teting  to  the.W-esterp  country,  than  the  security 
of  New.  Orleans;- DO' one  could  feel  more  sensibly 
than  he  did  the  importance  of  afbrding  effectual 
protection  to  that  place,  as  well  as  to  Florida  aiid 
.the  Western  frontiers;  and  he  belreved  no  one 
was  more  anxiotis  ttian  himself,  or  would  go  fur- 
ther to  movi^e  the  mpst  ample 'means,  sind  6tkch 


ai  could  be  most  U^fuUy  emj^loyed  for  those  pur 
po^s;  .  He  trusted  the ^entfemau's  profegiaed  re 


re- 

ffard  Tor  the  protection  ot  tbat  quarter  of  the 
Union  was  sincere-ahd  would  long  eontinuei   He 


would  not,  however,  sufffiBr  hiibself  to  be  induced 
by  hisanxiety  'for  even  thbse  favorite  and.  hrghlir 
iai^portaiit  objects,  to  at»and on  his  solemn  duiyi 
'^hyntisiag  a  fbrce  so  much  larger  i had,  in  his 
opinion^  the  occasion  reqt^ired.  He  was  inclined 
to  jbelieve  5,000  re^qlar  trpops.*  with  the  aid  of 
volunteers'  and.  militia,  would  oe  competent  to 
protect  New  Orleans  and  its|)eighb'orbood.'  The 
number  of  forces  necessary  to  protect  the  West- 
ern froQtiers  would  depend  upon  circuiiistaDoea, 
and  the  Jisposiiion  of.'  the  neighboring  Indian 
tribes.  But  a  considerable  piropoKioa  of  the 
for<^  requisite  for  that  purpose  mtgh\  cpttsbt  of 
volunteers,  qr  corps  raised  for  a  limif^'time. 
whose  si^rvrcea  woulil  be  equally  u$ieful,.ana 
would  enable  the  Gover4iment  to  dispease  with 
the  employment'of  any  large  portion  of  your  re|r- 
Ular  troops  }n  that  quarter^  We  have asyeUsaid 
Mr.  C,  taken  pos^ssion  of  that  part  only  of  We^ 
Florida,  to^wbich  our  territorial  claim  extenda, 
and  there  appears  no  i^roupd,  at  present,  to  be 
alariaed  for  il%  safety.  The  employment,  there- 
fore, of  sQ  large  a  regular  force  as  10,0004&ea  ja 
that  quarter,  does  not  appear  necessity,  and  can 
Airnish  no  good  ground  for  raising  so  larjjre  an 
additional  army  as  that  eontemjilated  by  this  bilK 

^  _, ^_    _         But  the  gentleujan  inquires,  wh^t  you  woultl 

piBeticable  objects  within  your  reach';,  that  t^e  r  think  of  New  Orleans  and  Ne«  York  being  tafceti 
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by  ihe  British  ?.  akd  obsjertes,  if  thja  sboilld  lalte* 
place,  yod  would' aot  remahi  in  power,  or  be  tb^ 
meo^wbo  would  eod  the  warj  &c.  it  mifht  nbt 
be  yerf  iindporupt,  raid  Mc*  C,  to  the  .nation; 
whether  the  ii)«o  now.  in  power  sboald  long  eoa- 
tione  to  enjoy  it  or  not ;  or  whether,  in i^ise  there 


Addiiional  MUtafy  FofCt. 


Bbmatb, 


here  it  might  seem  natunil  to  inquire,  if  the  gen- 
tiemaii  was,  at  the  time,'  informed  of  designs  en*, 
tertained  by  the  Adnuaistratiqn,  so  derogatory  to 
*the  character,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  th^  dignity 
of  (henatloii,  and- so  evidently  rulnoUs  to  the 

^^ ,._.     __  __, ,,-_   Western  portion  of  the  Union.  t»by  he  did  not 

should  be  war,  they  or  their,  successors  ahoofd,  ro^ke  them  known  to  the  patflic,  or  At  least  to 


teripinate  iti  Measures  and  hot  me|i  is  Ihe  maxim 
by  whiah  we  ought  to  regulate  oor  conduct ;  and 
if  their  successors  &hoiildl>e  equally  or  more  com* 
petetft  to  «xeeate.thd  4mportaift  trusts  reposed  .in 
theiH  the  nation  would  have  aolhing  ta  appr^ 
head'  from  the  change.  It  whs,  however,  a  doc* 
trine  to  whTch  he  conldftot  sdbscribe,  that  they 
were  to  act  contrary  to  what  they  believed' their 
duty,  in'  ordeV  to  ilvoid  l^siihr  tb^if  plaoes.  Qot 
'  why  this  attempt,  said  Mr.  C.,  lo  exaggerate'  the 
dangers  and.nd^e  the  fears  of  the  citizens  of  New 
York  and  IVew  Orleans'?  and  )o  -excite  in  the 
pttblio  mind^apprehetisions  for,  the  safety  fit  those 
pfac^s?  /FbU  could  aasiver.no' valuable  purpoafe^' 
Hs  only  •  effect  would  be.  to  .produce  gi^undlese 
afarms,  add  ibflame',  for  'a  while,  the  i^blic  seiH 
sibiliiy.  ^There  appeas^u  no  sob^ta^niiai  grounds 
to  be  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  either  of  tbose 
places.  .  The  position  of  New  Orleans  is  ^UQh'as 
renders  it  diftcuh  of  approai^h'  lo  ad  enemy,  anjj, 
hf  tha  employment,  of  proper  means;  capable*  of 
being  .socce^fully  dejfended.  '^ht  fortifieatione 
of  New  York  are  stated  by,  those  b^t  informed 
on  4he  subject  to.bd  in  such  a  state  of  completion 
as  would  enable  thai  pl^ee  to  resist  any  attack 
likely  to  <be  inhda  upeji  h;  aad  there  js  bo  tra- 
tioaal  grotUnd  to  mbt  that  Qove'ri^ment  wiil  em^ 


ploy  the' best  mctfna  they  possess  *for  the'setnrity   of  the.  late  Executive,  dating  the  whole  course 


ana  bfotection  of  iboae  places. 
.  Tne  gendeman  did  nidged  make  a  siatemei|t, 
said  Mr.  C,  which,  at  the*'tii|le)  very  muehsur* 
prised  me«  It  was,  ('(ta  I  Miok-  hir.wbrd*  down,), 
^  that  he  did  know  it  was  the  inteiftio«i  of' the 
former  Administration  in  case  of  .'war.,  mot  to 
protect  New  Orl^ani,  but  let  Great  BHtain  uke. 
It  $  and  that  th^  iVestecn  people  "would'  be  left  to 
retake  it  themselv^;''  ^  tha^  liei  did.  pot  knew  the. 
intention  of  the  present  Administrhtion  oh  this 
subject  but  believed  it  to  b^  the  same  with  chat 
of  the  former'."  This  appears  to  me,"8ai()  ^. 
C.,  a  charge  of  the  most  sertbas  and  Ularm.ing  na- 
ture, and,  if  well-foqndedi  would  merit  the  most 
aevere-teplrehensron.  But  to  establish  it,  under 
existing  eir<fumstai)ce»,^would  rcl[|uire  strong  ahd 
incontesublej^roofsk  That  the  Ooverntaoteqt  shonld,^ 
without  aaykngwnr  itid]acemen^' abandon  oiie  of 
the  most  iiiiporiim't  places  in  the  aacion,  and,- 
without  attempting  its  defence,  sulTer  it  to  pass 
into  the  hands  of  ai\  ettemy,4B„tn\itietf,  so  ini- 
probabie,  and  would  argue  so  sreat  a  weakness, 
or  what  is  worse,  soeh  politicu*  depravity^  tha(  if> 
I  had  naltnowledge  pf  the  transaction  alioded  ,to, 
oc  of ; the  persons,  then  composing  the  (}overn- 
'meat,  1  could  not,  without  the  ^nost  conriacilig 
evidence,  persuade  mjseif  to  b^ieye  .it,  1  should 
be  forced  tb  eoitolude  fhat  however  siacei^ly  the 
geatleman  mii^t  believe  what  he.  stat^,  he  most 
have  been  misinformed  on  the  subject,  or  bav^ 
mistakeif  the  views  of  the  Administiatien.    And 


those  who  were  so  deeply  interested  ih  guarding 
against  their  consequences?  Biit,'safd'Mr..C., 
in  1808*9,  the  time  it  is  presumed  alluded  to^ 
when  some -apprehensions  were  entertained  for 
the  safety  of  New  Orleans;  I  was  a  member  of 
the  other  Hous^..  It  became  jny  duty  to  ascer* 
lain j  so  far  tis  circumstances  'rendered  it  proper, 
(he  mea^nies  ' inteqded  to 'be- aidopted,  and  the 
means  that  were  to  be  nsed  (or  the  protection  of 
that  place,  whose  saCsty  was  so  important  to  the 
people '  I  represented  >  and  if  confidence  could  be 
{daced  •  in  the*  declarations  of  thosd  who  thea 
oomposed  thf|  Administration,  (a)id  their  vera- 
city, itis^slieved,  has  hifherto  nevet  been  jUstly 
questjoned,^  it  was  their  intention  and  solelaa 
determiaattoil  to  defend  it  to*  the  last  extremity ,v 
in  case  i(  was^altacked)  by  all  the  disposable  force 
and  means  in  their  power.  That  this  was  their 
real  fntentioo  appears  sodaieqtly  established  by 
their  eubsdqoent  cooiducty  in  sending  a  ^oasidera- 
ble  p'omber  of  troops,  as  well  as  gonboats^  tothal 
place  Tpr  the- objeef  alpne.of  protecting  it;  and:* 
ifho  wer^  ordered  to  take  such  position  as  should 
be  beS9t  cajctdated  for  that  purpose.  Thedestmo-^ 
tive  calamity  ezperi'eirc^d  By  j^iose' troops  from 
the^  insalnbr1ty:of •  the  ciiqiate^  nkost.  be  fresh  in 
the.  recollection  of^alU    But  the  up ifdrm  conduct 


of  bU  administration,  (or which  unreserved  can* 
dor  was  a  distinguishing  characteristic,)  and.  in 
particular,  the  just  regard  hd  paid  on  all  proper 
occasions  to  the.  best  interests  of  the  Western 
people^  are  <tf  themsehres  mere  than  sbfficient  to 
shield  him  against  the  imputation  of  the  views 
now  afcribed  to. him*  I  cannot,  however,  bat 
express  my  regret  that  this  statCmeat,  made  at 
thia  time,  should  have  the  appliance  of  throw- 
ing a  pehsure  pa  the  C04}d6ct  of  theUte  venera** 
ble  President,  tie  has  retired,  accompanied  by 
the  plaudits  of  his  feUow^citizens^  and  the  hign 
respect  of  the  real  friends  to  civil  liberty. throo«t- 
out  4he  worM;  to  the  shades  ^f  private  life.'  Whr 
not  suffer  him  to  repose  there  undisturbed?  I 
can  hardly,  persuade  myself  it  was  intended  by 
this  stabement  to  impeach  the  purity  of  his  mo- 
tives ; '  bat  I  cannot  omit  observing,  that  it  appears 
to  me  a  meianoholy  pfQof  of  the  malignity  of 
the  human  mittd,  that  so-magy  attempts  shonid 
b^  made  to.  sully  thd*  weUreamed  reputation  of 
that  iHustrioas  statesman,  who^e  fame  will  sur- 
vive the  lapse  of  ages,  and  gUde  doam  the  tide 
of  time  untmpaireo,  while  that  of  his  eoe'mies 
will  vanish  like  the  fleeting  smoke^  or  descend 
with  theaiselves  to  the  tomb  of  oblivion. 

With  r^rd'to  the  present  Administratioll, 
Mr.  C.  saidj-  he  did  .not  know  their  particular 
views  on  ihls  stf bject ;  he  had,  however^  no  .ted» 
son  to.  believe  that  they  were  snoh  as  the  gentle- 
ouin  seemed  to  consider  them« '  He  coald  not  for. 
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a  moment  emertaip  ihe\idea  that  they  intandeU 
40  abandoD  the  pfOteciiDo  of  New' Orleans,  and 
he  did  not  beliete  there  Was  a  sinffle  act  of'  the 
Executive  that  would  jvstify  such  a  co&cloeioo. 

Thre  honorable  mem  her  asserted  this  motion 
was  in  oppositibo  to  thb  spirit  of  ihe  President's 
Message,  and  theWasures  thereiii  recommended,. 
dkc.:  he  observed^  the.  Secretary  of  War  did  in- 
deed state,  in  cqnversation)  to  hhb,  that  ten  tk^n- 
sand  additional  regular  troops  might  answer  the 
^esent  purpose,  hut  that  he  differed  entirely  in 
opinion  with  the  Secretary  on  this  subject,  and 
gives  you  to  understand  that  thfs  iru^ctal  state- 
ment, (asiie  chooses  to  call  it,)  wMeh  he  consid- 
ers /IS  coming  from  the  Sxecutive,  was  at  varn 
ance-with  his  official  eommdnicatton  in  his  Mesr 
n&e,  &o.     '  *••.'? 

Mf.  C.  said  he  could  not  admit  the  C0rrectde|s 
«f  the  con<nusions^  which'  the  gentleman  drew 
froin  his  premises.  It* did  not  appear  to  him  that 
this  inouon,  or  the  statement  alleged  to  have 
been  inade  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  Was  in  op- 
position  to,  or  at  variajice  with,  either  the  spirit 
of  the  Message,  or  the  specific  measures  reeom^^ 
mended  therein.  It^  is  true,  the  honorable  .gen- 
tleman differed  m  optaion  from  the  Secretary 
with  regard  -to  the  number  of  regular  troops  ne- 
cessary to  effect  the  purposes. intended;  and  it 
would  seem  the  ,princj|)al  queition  was,  wbether 
on  this  subject  the  ooinion  of  the  former,  who 
professed  to  have  no  knowledge  on '"militarj'af- 
nlrs,  or  that  of  tbe  latter,  as  the  organ,  or  the 
Executive,  (as  he  Was  alleged  to  bbj)  deserved 
most  weight,  and  ought  to  be  most  relied  upon/ 
Mr*  G.  said  he  had  ahready  stated^  the  sense  in 
which  he  understood  the  Executive  reeohimend- 
atlon  on  this  subject,  and  endeavored  to  show  the' 
force  proposed  to  be  raised  by  thi^  motion,  odtt<* 
aectfd  with  the  other  measures  he  wfsb^  adopt- 
ed, was  in  conl'ormity  to  the  views  presented  by 
the  Message.  *  He  Would  now,-  however,  again  ^ 
recur 'to  the  words  of  the  Message  itself,  aad  aee 
if  thdy  furnished  any  just  ^roundi  -for  the  gen-, 
tleman's  deductions  and  satirical  stricftures.  The 
parts  particularly  alluded  {6  are  ra  the  following: 
words :  *'With  this  evidence  of  hostile-  inlleu/ 
'  bility,  in  trampling  on  rights  which  no  ^iode- 
'  pendent  nation  can  relinquish,  Con'gress  will 
'  feel  the  duty  of  potting  the  Uifjted  States  into 
'an  armor  ai^d  an  attitude  demanded  by  the 
^  crisis,  and  conesponding  witt^  t|ie  national  spirit 
'and  expectations.  J  recommend,  accordingly, 
/  ih»t  adequate  provision  be  made  for  filling  the. 
'  ranks,  and  proloaging  .the  enlistments  of  the 
'  regular  troops;  for  an.  auxiliary  force  to  be  en^ 
'  gaged  for  a  more  limited  ternl ; 'for  the  accept- 
'  anee  of  vdhmteer  corps^  whose  patriotic  ardor 
'm^y  court  a  participation  in  urgent  services; 
'  for  detachments,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  of  other 
'  portions  of  the  militia,''  dbc. 

Here  we  see,  said  Mr.  C,  the  specific  measures 
officially  recommended  by  the  Executive,  and 
may  form  an  opinion  of  the. spirit  of  his  Message, 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made.  Let  us  now 
examine  the  measures  proposed  tq'be  adopted  by 
those  in  favor  of  4he  present  taction)  aaa  whiali 


*a^,  with  kittle  variation,  cotosistent  with  the  state- 
ment, tertiaed  itaofficial,  said  to  he  made'  bv  the 
Secretary  of  War. '  They  are.  to  411  up  the  ^nka 
of  the  present  regular  troops^  rbr  ixrhich  a  bill,  has 
already  pfissed;  to  raise  an.  additional  (or  amxili^ 
ary)  force  of  nearly  17,0(X>tiien;  and^liso^  to  au«  ' 
thoriae  briogiiiff  into  service  such  voltinteer  corps 
and  portions  of  liie  militia  as  the  occasion  mnf 
require.  This  Will  mikke  the  auxiliary  force  much 
latter  than  the  principal  fotce,  in  ilid  of  which  it 
is  required ;  and  itVould  seem  a  fair  conitcrnction 
of  ihewoi'ds.  of  the  Message,  as  already,  stated, 
that  ^e  auxiliary  foi(ce,as  3i^id  to  be  suggestea. 
.by  the  Secretary  of  Warj  should  be  equal  only  to 
the  principal  force ;  Ihe  whole  regular  force  thus 
provided  would  foeneaijy  21^,000,  which,  with  the 
'volunteers  to  be  authQ^ized,  (who  weri<  undoujbt- ' 
edly  considered  by  the  Executive  8«  an  efficient 
part  of  the  trooj^s  to  be  employed,)  woitt^  put  in 
the  powvr  of  the  QDvernment  a  disposable  foree^ 
ei^clusive  of  the  militia,  of  at  least  40.000  eflfeetive 
men.  This  foreiy  which  might  be  increased  as 
circlmistances  should  req^aire,'js  certaiolf  compe- 
tent to  accomplish'^all  the  attaiilabl^  objects  the 
most  sanguine  can  |iave  ia  ;view.  .  In  what  re- 
epect.  theb.  can  these  measures  be,  Considered  ill 
opposition  to|  or  al'  f^riance  with,  either  the  spirit' 
or  laogoage:  of  the  official  communicatienl  if 
the  foroea  furnished  be  fully  competent  to-  e0eei 
the  purposes  (or  which  they  were  required,  will 
ymi  n^t,  then,  have  pat  the  United  Stales  ^'inta 
an  armor  and  ati  attitude  denwided  by  the  crista, 
and  cbrrespcrndiiig  with  the  'n|itional  ftprrit  and 
etp^tatioo9?"  And  will  not  all  the  objects  of 
the  Bxecative  recommendation  ite  complied  #ith  f 
.  .Th^i^e  does  n<3r.  therefore,  appear  ,aQy  ground 
whatevec,  ex^pt  in  the  imaginarioh  of  the  gen- 
tleman, for  the  alleged  variaoce  between  tlTe  offi- 
cial and  responsible  communroation  of  t^.Execu- 
tire.  aiMl  that,*wfaicb  has  been  'termed  inofficial 
aad  irresponsible.'  Nor  was  he  able  to  perceive 
;Rrhat  public  good  could  arise Yt«m  statements  evi^ 
dently  calculated,  if  nt>t  intended,  to  misrepresehit 
the  views  of  the  Administration.  He  was  him-^ 
self  coilvrnced,  from  sources  to  hid)  entirely  satis- 
fiictory,  (he  vieivs  of  the  Executive  were  really 
such  as  bad  heen  presented  to  the  public  by  hie 
Message;  such  as  they  ought* to  be,  and  such  as 
would,  if  sufpported  and  promptl^oarrled  into 
ei&ct  by  GoAgress,  maintain  the  fights  and  via« 
dfcate  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

It  seems,  however^  you  must  raise  the  irainber 
of  troops  contained  in  the  biil^  Whether  they  can 
be  usefully  employed  or  not ;  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  sa^s,  if  yoti  raise  less,  Qreat  Pfitain 
^id  not  brieve  you  are  in.  earnest,  or  that  yoti 
mean  to  use  physical  force,  dbe. ;  and  further  ob« 
•secved,  she  had  in  Canada  seven  tbousapd  regular 
troops  and  fourteen  thousand  militia,  d^t. ,  I  can- 
not, said  Mr.  C,  subscribe  to  thetioctrine  that  We 
are  to  lais^  a  force  greater  than  is  competent  to 
accomplish  the  substaotial  objects,  we  have  in 
view,  tor  the  purpose  alone  of  coiHrincing  that  n«* 
tion  we  are  in  earnest — that  is,  that  we  mean 
what  we  say.  This  would  appear  to  me  beneath 
the  digaity  of  the  Legislature;  and  derogatory  to- 
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thb  BMWalxliara^ter..  Basuie^  tbara  ia  00  rta-* 
90B  to  believe  it  would  iiAve  the  proposed  effect ; 
k  would  Doly  waste  imoecesiacily  your  resoureefl^ 
wiihoiit  produeiog  the  least  public  adTaotnge. 
Theie  are  eome  ofypur  owo  oitizeti9  wbo  pre|ieBd 
to  believe  you  ac^  'not  s^itouflly  determined  xo 
jkfoseottte  tW  avowed  ot^jieCia  of  your  preppra- 
tieot;  aaii  the  British  GoveramQtft,as  lisual,  nay 
probably  take  ith  to^e  from  theirs.  .  The  use  yqu 
make  of  your  uoops,  as  w^U  as  the  decision  and 
eaergy  wiiU  which  you  ftct,.aiu}']ipt:,the  number 
^00  raise,  wili  best  ^ rove-voar  siaceriiy,  and  will 
tlone  probably  convibco  that  nation  that,  yoo  are 
not  Qolyih  earnest  in  your  preparations,  buLtbat 
you  know  and  wilt  ^ainCaio  your  rights;  and 
that  you  feel  your  wrongs,  aa4  will  avenge  them. 
With  regacd  to  tha.ibrces  Qreac  Britain  has  in 
Canada,  said  Mr.  CX,  ther«  is  no  reason  to  believe, 
as  already  stated,  the  regukt  tfodps  there  exceed 
.six  tbousaud,  or  tbtl  there  could  be'iaore  than 
tea  thoosand  militia  hrojight  into  actual  serv.ice. 
Suppose,  howe'ver,Ahe  statement  of  the  gentleman 
eorrect,  would  not  <loubL»-  ihe  nutpber  of  y^ur 
regular  troops.be  sufficient,  under  ;all  auppbs^ble 
disadvantageSf  to  oppose  thp  seven  thousand  Brit- 
ish itQopsf  And  could  not  your  volunteers  sue* 
e^fttUy  encounter  Ceuadiiin  militia'?  '  Jin  ,ooe, 
it  is  'presumed,'  Would  be  willing  to  deny  this. 
Up0n  what  solid  ground^  then,  can  U  N  contended  ^ 
that  twenty^vo  thousand,  regular  troops  i^<n^\d 
be  noeessary  f^r  that  service  ? 

But  rke  hojMr'abie  gsatlBman  says  he  .has  not 
much  doofid^nee  in  volantetfa;  thai  they  will 
melt  away  like- a  bail  of  snow,  ^.  This  doc- 
trine, said  Mr.  C,  is,  as  has  beei^  already  stated, 
ef  modern  date  among  those  professing  to  be»Re* 
pubircans;  it  was  once  c^asidenrd  rank  F-ederal 
doctrine,  which  gave  alarm  to  the  Jcieuds  of  Ub^> 
ert^f-itB^  QOiitribtttefl  m  a.^eat  d^rei^  to  destroy 
their-confi^teace  in  tfatose  avowing  ii>  T^e,  rnahia 
have  always  been  coasidered<.b^  the  u^ust  disiio- 
guiahed  advocates  ol  aovind  principles, 'the' bul- 
wark, of  our  liberties,. and,  oi>  efoergea^i^s, the 
guardians  of  oi^r  rights.  Volunteers  are  thiB  bet-, 
ler  son  of  militia,  aud  u  litast  eqaaily^to  be  relied 
upon;  ihey  have,  on  many  eeeasions  during  the 
Eevolution,  iistioguisbed  -tbemselTes  by  ijieir  pa- 
triotism and  bravery.  Wbj  should  We  now  place 
no  confidence  in  them,  oir  insinuate  they  would 
desert  their  posts?  WiUlhey  not  serve  out  the 
time  foe  which  they  may  eii|;age>  and  cannot 
then  their  places,  if  necessary,  be  supplied  by 
others?     ,  ..  •    , 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  difficult  td-  perceive  how 
souie  t»f  the  aigumenu  adduced  'by  the  honorabte 
osember*  could  be  recCociled^  ibr.  at  the  same 
time  that  he  insists  u|toa  increasing  your  expend- 
ilures.ttiuch  beyonil  what  he  states  tc^be  the  views 
of  the  Government,  he  gives  you  to  nndecttand 
that  thk  person  who-  has  the  tlirection  oT  5fOur 
reveaue  is  dot  well  <iualified  to  proivide  the'means 
necessary  tejueetsunh  eipendi^urep.  £f  this  be 
the  caae,  tt.  would  seeu^  u  Strang  argument  for 
eircumeeribiag  your  eapensea  as  oHiah  as  practi- 
cable. He  tt&.you  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury had  the  reptnaiiau  of  poaacattiig  gnat  fioaa-. 


ci&l  talents;- but  he  inquired  what  evidence. he 
bad  ever  giyen  of  a  ca'pacity  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  bring  money  into  the  Treasury,  and  said 
be  believed  none;  and  added, that  his(tbe  Secre* 
tary's)  talenU  had  induced  us  to  get  rid  of  the  di- 
rect  tax,  and  of  the  salt  tax,  dbc.  The  financial 
talents,  of  th^  gentleman  at  the  heptd  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  are  too  well  known,  said  Mr.  C^ 
to  be  made  at  this  time  the  8iibje<}t  of  investigation, 
or  require  new  proofs  to  support  them,  ^very 
man^^ia  any  t^er^bleilegree-conversant  with  the 
proceedings  of  your  Government  for  the  Ust  fif- 
teen or  twenty  .ye^rs,  must  possess  sufficient  data 
to  enable^him  lo  form.an  ofunion  for  himself  oa 
this  subject.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to. 
deolare,  Mr.  C.  said,  this  was  tbe  fiVst^  time  he 
had  heard •  the. talents  oc  fioancial  capaeity  of 
that  officer,  since  he  came  into  the  Government^ 
brought 'in  to  question  by  any  gentleman  of  known, 
standing,  and-  informatiopv  T^^  sources  froka 
whi^'h  yous  revenue  must  arise,  are  in  their  na- 
ture iieither  n^merous  nor  very  complej^  and 
must  be- obvious  to  most,  -if  not  all  men  of  any 
tolerable  anformation.  Duties  on  importations, 
ami  the  proceed^  of  your  public  lands^  constitute 
vtbe  sourpes  4(a  which  you  must  principally  rely, 
unless  you  resort  to  internal  taxation,  which  the 
course  pMirsued  by  geiitlemea  will  prooabiy  re* 
qliire.  ,Tbe  Secretary  bad  no  power  to  draw 
money  from  any  other  sources  than  those  pro- 
vided by  law.  He  could  not  create  new  sourcea 
o£  revenue;  he  could  recommend  tbe  impositiou 
of  .new  tafesjip  order  to  brings  money  intp  the 
Treasury;  but  the  extent  of  your  expenditures 
hitherto,  it  appears,  did,  not  require  it ;  and  Mr* 
C*  said  he  siucerelf  wished,  as  did.  he  beheved, 
the  greaA  majority  of  the  nation,  tnat  this  might 
lot)|^  be  the  case— ^tha^t  there- might  be  no  call  Tor 
the  exertion  of  his  great  financial  .talenta  to  iur 
vddt  new  modes  of  squeezing  money  out  of  the 
peoples  pockets  without  their  being  aensible  of  i^ 
to  replenish. y our  exhutisted  Trei^urr;  for,.whitv- 
evet  m^v  be  the  nature, of  ta^cs,  {bey  must  be 
uUimatelv  paid  by  the  p>!ople;  and  the  iaquiry 
can  only  be  with  regard  10  the  mode  in  which 
they  may  be  induced  most  willingly  to  make  the 
required  contributions.  This  is  the  art  that  would, 
above  all  othe/s,  answer  the  gentleman's  idea  of 
great  fioancial  capaeity — that  is,  the  capacity  to 
bring  motkcy.  into  the  Treasury.  But  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  the  only  opportunities  afforded  that 
officer,  aceordinj^  to  our  jiresent  fiscal  arrange- 
toents.  of  exelrcising  financial  capacity,  consist  in 
skilfully  conducting  the  collection  of  ine  revenue 
from  thtf' sources  created  or  established  by  law; 
and  managing  it  afterwards  with  correctness  and 
economy  to  meet  the  public  demands;  and  those 
important  dutiesL  it  seems  admitted,  have  been 
catisfactorily  pertormed ;  for  the  gentleman  say^. 
that  that  ome«;r  has  annually  made  you  very  lucid 
r^orts  on  your-finances,  showing  the  receipts  and 
expenditures,  du;. 

In  telatioh  to  .the  repeal  of  ta^es  ascribed  to  the 
Secretary  df  the  Treasury,  th^  honorable  gentfe- 
man  must  have  labored  under  a  mistake.  He 
stated,  th^. repeal  of  the  direct  tax;  he  probably 
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meaDC  of  the  indirect  taxes ;  the  fbrhier  was  im- 
posed for  a  year  only,  and  the  Jaw  expired  before 
that  officer  came  in^o  the  GtoverDmepc;  the  indi- 
rect tajces  were  repealed  afterwards ;  and  though 
from  the  information  he,  Mr.  C.,  had  obtained  on 
4be  subject,  that  officer  bad  no  agency  whatever 
'  IB  such  repeal,  he  believed  the  measure  was-  very 
generally  approved  of  by  th6Repul>Hcan8  through- 
out the  Union.  He  could  speak  with-  more  cer- 
taiuty  relative  to  the  repeal  of.  the  salt  taZ)  being 
then  a  member  of  the  other  House^  and  in  a'situ- 
ation  that  made  it  his. particular  dpty  to  attend  to 
Chat  subject;  and;  it  was  then  distinctly  junder- 
stood,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  ap- 

Jirove  of  the  measure,  (afs  will  sufficiently  appear 
rom  his  Qfficiarr^poi:ts;)ithat  he  eoDsidered  tbaf 
tax  not  an  oppressive  one.  at  the  same  time  that 
it  was  productive  and  collected  Without  any  ex-. 
traordinary  expose  ;>the'E'xe<*utiver  however,  re- 
commended the  repeal  of  it,  and  after  several  uq- 
successful  attempts,  the  measure  at  length  suc- 
ceeded. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot, 
therefore:  be  considered  in  any  Respect  whatever 
responsible  for  the  repeal  of  thoiie  tax^;  and  it 
must  appear  very  extraprdinarv  ^faat,  after  a  great 
majority  of  the  nation  ha»so  loBg  uneqoivocaily' 
approved  that  measure^  it  should  now  be  brought 
forward  as  evidence  or  the  incapacity  or  miscon* 
duct  of  that  officer.  ... 

.  The  honorable  gentleman  says,  the  inexecttti^n 
of  the  embargo  produced  its' repeal,  ^. ;  and  that 
this  was  occasioned  by  the  Exeeutire  refusing  to 
accept  the  means  ofiered  him  by  Congress  to  •en- 
force the  execution  of 'it ;  aqd  strongly  insinuates 
all  this  was  produced  by  the  influence  of  the 
Treasury  DepartmfOt,  through  the  Exebottve.' 
The  repeal  of  the  embai^o,  Mr.C  skid,  ^as  a 
subject  on' which  he  did  not  wish  to  enter.  It 
was  always  tabim  the  nnost  unpleasant  thait  could 
preseut  itself*  It' had  at  the  time  met  With  all  tlie 
feeble  reststauctf  that  was'ihen-in  hispower'(weiik 
as  his  state  of  health  WBs)  to  oppose  to  it.  H^. 
considered  it  a  measure  which  not  oolf  damped, 
but  chilled  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  imptes^ed 
a  stain  on  its  character,  to  wash  out  wjiich  would 
probably  require  much  of. its  best  blood.  It  Was 
not,  however,  the  fnexecution  of  the  einbnrgo  that 
occasioned  its  repeal,  nor  was  jt  the  influence  of 
the  Treasury  or  Executive  Departments.  It  was 
the  fatal  panic  with  which  certain  metnbe'rs  \n 
both  Houses  were  seized,  in  consequence  of  the 
clamorous  threats  of  the  opposition  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  Union,  that  produced  that  «0ecL 
Thd  plan  of  the  Executive  undoubtedly  was,  (as 
be  understood  it  from  himself  at  the  tilne,)  to 
continue  and  enforce  the  embargo,  combined  witii 
the  non-intercourse^  until  the  extraordinary  'ses- 
sion proposed  to  be  held  in  the  following  May ; 
whicb  would  give  time  for  that  measure  tg  have 
its  full  effect  on  the  beHigerents;  would  add  Wt 
little  to  th^  pressure  felt  by  our  own  qitize;is,  and 
would  afford  al(  the  chances  of  avoiding  war, 
arising  from  the  probability  of  Hfaose  Powers  being 
iadueed  to  rescind  their  unjust  edicts,  and  again 
respect  neutral  riglits.  Should  this  favoral^ 
chiBgeiD  thetr  conduct,  however,  not  take  plaee,, 


it  was  understood  td  be  the  opiaiod  of  the  Execu- 
tive, that  war  ought  then  i mined i^ely  to  auoeeed, 
ktkA  substitute  the  embargo.  The  nation  then 
would  have  been  prepared  for  the  ^event ;  itss  for* 
bearanoe  would  have  beeii  sqfficiently  evinced;  it 
would  have  possessed  all  its  own  resources  unim- 
,pair^,'  and  Jbad  also  within  its  power  niore  tbaa 
twenty  million*  of  the  properly  tfnd  it^sares  be* 
lc^gi'n|^  to .  one  'of  it»  expected  'enemies,  which- 
might  justly  be  made  to  contribute  to  support  the 
war  that- should  be  thqfr  forced  upon  us.  The 
spirit  of  the  nation  waa  not  only  unbroken,  and 
firro,'bqt  Rising  w(th  the  growing  danger  of  the 
crisis,  and. its  character  stood  htgh  at  hdme  and 
abroad  li  but  the  fatal  propoMtioa  to  repetti  the 
embargo,  like  a  denipn.  or  the  evil:  geaios  of  the 
nation^  presenting  .itself,  paralyzed^  as  if  b^  en* 
cnantment,  the  best  concerted  ftieasures,  and  dissi* 
pated  alt  those  fai^  prospects.  It  always  appeared 
to  him,  Mr,  C*.  sajd,  at  placing  the '  National  Le- 
gislature (be  would  not  say  t)|e  nation)  in  the 
same  situation  that  the  unwarrantable,  desertioa 
of  his  post,  in^  the  day  of  dajiger,  'yrould  place  aa 
indixiduai.  ^He  had  often  been,  au^prised  at  the 
numerous  aUempts  made,  in  and  out  of  Cotngress, 
by  some  of  those,  very*  persons  whb  voted  m  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo,  to'cbar^  unjustly,  in  his 
opinion,  the  whole  re^ponsibiiity  of  that  aotiasure 
on  the  Administration.  '  Stax  he  could  not  cbm- 
prehfnd  upon  what  ground  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  from  Virginia,  who  hrinftelf  iairodnced  and 
supported  thj?  qfieasare," could  at  this  day  eJEpe<;t 
to  tra.nsfer  the  odium- of  it  to  the  Ex<^ttye  and 
Treasury  Departq^enlJ  ' 

.The  membetsr  of  the  National  Legislature  are 
undoubtedly  acc<^«atable  lo  the  people  fbr  the 
laws  ppssed  hy  their  votes ;  and.  it  must  be  watli 
a  very  bad  grace  they  ascribe  their  enactment  to 
thcinAufence  of  others.    Th^  honorable  gande- 
mBn  informed  you;  he  propasfd  to  issue  letters  of 
marque  imd  reprisal  as  a  suhsiiiute  for  the  tm* 
'bargo,  as  being  in  his.  optnioQ  better  calculated 
than. that. meaiure  .to  maintaiB  tha  honor  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  nation,  dbe.    Mr. 
C,  said,  be  understood'  the  provision  alluded  to, 
in  a  sense  very  difierent  from  that  suted  by  the  - 
gsntleman.    Ita  true  meaning  would,  hawever, 
i>e  best  understood  by  recurring  to  the  provision  ' 
itsejif:    It  is  found  in  the  Uth  section  of  the  non- 
intereburse  bill,  as  passed  by  the  Senate  in  ISOd, 
in  th^  following  words  I  'fThat  the  President  of 
'  the  United  States  -be,  and  he  hereby  is  author* 
^  ized,  in  case  either  France^  or  Great  Butato  * 
*  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  .iter  edicu,as  that  thef  . 
^  shati  cea^  to  i^iolate  tlie  nentral  oominerce  of 
^  the  United  States,'  to  decUre  the  same  by  proc- 
'  l^iiDation,  after  which  the  trade  of  the  Unired 
'  States 'suspended'  by  this  act,  and  hy  the  act 
^  laying  an  .embargo  on  all  sfiipk  and  vessels  In 

<  the  ports  and  harborS'  of  the  .United  StAtes,  and 
*'  the  several  acts  supplameotary  thereto,  may  be 
^  renewed  wijch  the  nation  so  doing^aad  to  cmme 
f  to  fie  tanied)  tmder  suUMe  pUdgg^'and  preoau' 
^'tumSf  letierd of  marque  and  wprieal  agam^i  the 

<  nation  thereafter  continuing  tn force  ite  unlam^ 
^fvl,edwt9  aguinU  the  cfmmefu  of  the  (MUed 
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'  iSkoM."  The  Sailer  part  is  4be  provisioii  aliu-.' 
ded  to,  which  was  stTJck'i^a  out  ia  ih'e  Hoo^e  ojf 
Represema  tires,  h  is  'ciear/saif^  Mr.  C,  that  by 
.thi»  (jrovision,.  no  authority  was  inteocied  to  ^e 
givea  the  Pre^dieiu  to  iasue  letters  of  marqq^ 
iiod  reprisal,  except^  ip:  the  e.v^t  of  oae  pf  the 
two  great  heUigefeeitis  rerolKiag  its  uftlaiyiul 
edicts,  aod  the  same  being  declared  by|>rocla7 
maiioB,  db^^'  ^oa  wliieh  he  was  authorized  to 
issue  4etter9  of.  loarqoe  and  ^e]>risal  against  th« 
other,  who  shoolid  thereafter  coDtiDue  in  fe^ee 
Its  ttclawfut  edicts,  fcQ.  If  both  refused  to  re- 
Toke  th^ir  ediets,  ihere  wa^  no 'authority  to  be 
given  to' issue  betters ^oif  niarquie  aa^  ye^prisa] 
against  either ;  and  in  that-  eTenty-the  provision 
would  have  been  «  dead  letter,  or  ipdeed  worse, 
•  as  its  menacing  appeaninoe  might  have  a'  ten- 
deaeyto  irritate,  though  it  was  in  ivo  respect  cal;, 
eolated  to  lAake  any  serious' impression.  It  "ap^. 
peared  to  htei  at  tha  Un^o  a  recy  extraprdifllary 
Bwaspre,  aiid'tl]fe  inosi  itapoli^ie  and  daogerous 
that  eottld  h^ve  \been  proposed^  a,ttd  he  would 
venture  tp.  assert,  ypujnight  in  Tain  search  for 
its  Ukeneos  in  -the  ^tahals  of. nations;  it  was,  in 
fact,  .pvtting  ir  in  the-  power  of  oae  belligevejiu  to 
decla#e  :tm  {or  you,,  or  .deternuti«  When  you 
should  declare  it  «gatast'the  other)  ^nd  at  the 
aaioe  iia»e,eni^bltng  the  .other — who  ivould  know, 
if  she  did  not  accede  to  the  termr  proposed,  wae 
wooM  be  the  eonseqaenee-7-to  take  «d?apcage  of 
the  sittiationin  Which  you  would  place  yourselif; 
and;  in  case  she  determined  not  to  ^revoke  4ier 
edicts',  niake  4he  first  a'Maek  tt|>oa  .you,  when  you 
would  first  JeaYn  such  was  her  determination 
from  the  mouths,  of  he^.  cannon,  by  the  seizure 
of  your  shi)is^,  and  the  btfoibltrdiDeot  of  your 
towns;  It  prpuld  Jidso  b»  holding  put  %  threat  to 
the  belU^enis,  whkh  would  be  oio^e  likely  xo 
•nl tat. their  ptide  on  the  side.of  jjiersevering in 
their  naeaeufes,  than  to  iadOee  them  to  cbiioge 
them,  and  this  is,  stid.Mr.C.,  the  T^ry  wise  aticl 
important meltaure  said  to  be  intended  as  a  sub- 
atitttte  fo^  the  emhargo!  "  Tomatniarn  the. honor 
and  piompte  the  interest  of  the  saiion,  and  the 
rejectiag  of  whicJi  ocoafioaed  the*  British  Gror-; 
ernmebt  to  .disavow  the  arraogeAeht.  with  \tr« 
Erakine]'*  Mr.  C.  said  be  cpuld  hardly  persuade 
kimself 'that 'the  honajrable  gentleman  Was  seri- 
01U  in  thi»  statement*  It  w|ur  the 'first  time  he 
h%d  ever  heard  any  ijnp0rian9e 'attached  to  that 
meaeure.  It  was  in  itself  too  crude  ani  incon^ 
alsteat  with  nfttioaal  policy  to  claiq^  or  rfceiv^ 
public  notice^  at  home  or  abroad ;  its  ^ttence 
was- probably  never  kbom  in  Great  BrUaio^ana, 
its  rejectioii  could  certainly  have  jhad  no  asency 
in  t^e  4^84vowal  of  t^te  anrangement  wit£  Mr; 
Brskine.  The  premature. r<e peal  of  the  ettibarj^o^ 
combined  with  the  greatsevents.  then  uafoldipg 
themselves  iff  Eurppe,  no  doubt,  prodocjed  the 
disavowal  of  that  arrangement. 

Among  the^many  extraordiiiary  raaierials  pressed 
into  this  diaous^ipn,  was  a  paiagfltphfrom  a  tievs- 
paper  published  in  ftftebeo,  jread  by  the  gentle- 
man, ^t  is  presumed  as  a  part  of  his  speech.  This 
was  not  a. comment  on  the  PresidenVs  Message. 
(U'ifc  was  stated  fiy.  the  gtiitleipaa  to  bej  hiit.a. 


E(y  efiort,  of  the  most  stupid  kindj  to  cjensure, 
anticipation,,  what,  the  writier  supposed  the 
ssag^,  which  he  haJ  not  seen,  would  contaip. 
]S(r.  C.  said  he  would  aoV deign  to  remark  on  the 
c.ooUnts  of  .(hat  produciroo,  nor  sully  the  discus- 
sions <¥  the.'SeaaU,'  b^  again  bringing  before 
.(hem  matter,  in  hLs'oploiOQ.  so  m decorous,  as  well 
as  frivolous,  and  ir  relevant.  <  H^  noticed  it  enly^ 
toexjueas  his  surprise  thai  the  honorable  mem - 
her.  contrary,  as  hfi  believed,  to  kis  Usual  prac- 
tice, should. so  far  descend  froni  the  respect  due 
himself  and  the'  Naxional  Legislature,  as  to  in-  .• 
troduce  on  t^is. floor  a  sctirrftous  paragraph  from 
-a  "petty  newspaper,  published'  in  -a'  neighboring 
dependent,  corony  of  a  foreign  Power,  toe  object 
.of  whidh  was-  to  reflect,  on  the  proceedings^ 
though  not  the^  known,  of  his  own  Ooverpihent. 
The  hoporable^entlvman  has  told  you  that  in .' 
'76,  when  your  population  was  butabout  two  mil- 
Uons,.  you  had  more  than  forty-six  thousand  reg- 
ular^'troops^inser vitrei  and  novi:,  when  your  pop- 
ulation is«m6re  than  threefold,  and  your  pecuni- 
hf^  resoprceb  greatly,  inqreas^,  it  Is-  proposed  to 
raise  thirty-five  thc/usaod  oaly,  and  yet  an  alarm 
is  .made  about  supporting  them,  dbc.;'and  he 
asks  *^  If  we'a.re  at  tbe  malimun^  of  our  capacity ; 
andrwhether  an  pccasipn  does  npt  exist  to  call 
opt  a  force  as  gfeat  as  our  capacity  would  enable 

usT'  &c.  ■  *.     r       ^       '  '' 

Mr.  C.  said,  according  to  the  information  he 
bad  obUiined<  on  the,  subject,  th^  forty-six  thou«' 
sandmen  in  service  in  1776,  were  not  all  regular 
troops,'  biit  including  all  descriptions  of  troops, 
then  employed  under  public  authority*  He.eould 
not.  however,  perceive  how  the  number  emi^oyed 
in  1776  should. regulate  the  number  now  to  be 
rajsed.  /The  object  ,then  was^  to  shake  ofi*  the 
jrhackles  of  slavery  that  enchained  the  people  of  . 
this  country,  and  were  about  being  ti vetted  on 
them  with  additional  severity!.  It^was  a  "great 
effort  tX>  resist  the^  oppression  of  a  powerful  na- 
tion, haviog^at  the  titne^  and  claiming. tbe  right 
to'hold.the  actual  ^overpmeot  of  the  country; 
and  possessing  a  disposable  force,  which  it'  whs 
kapwn  she  intended  to  employ  for  the  subjuga-. 
tipn  of  ,the  people  of  this  country,  much,  greate^r 
thtfn  their  population  oir  means  could  be  supposed 
equal  to .  re^t.  ^  Tl)e  question,  t&^,  with  the 
American  people^  was  not  what  force  wojuld  be 
necessary  to  oring  into  sef vice,  but  what  force 
'the  exertion  of^heir  utmpst  energies,  could  op-' 
pose  to  their  ^werful  enemy.  Such  is^  not  the 
question  at  this  time;*  no  one  ^eojes  the  ability 
of  the  natiot)  to  bring  into  actual  ^pvice,  and  also 
provide'  for  their  support,  if  the  occasion  required 
%  not  only  thirty^five  thousand,  but  one  hundred 
thoosand.  men.  S^veh  millions  of  people,  with 
the  pecuniary  resources  of  this  couotjry  properly 
managed,  .eotild  not'  be  really  oppressed  by  the 
'^Inproyjnient  and  support  of  one  hundred  thou-' 
sand,  men  for  such  term  as  it  -is  reasonable  to 
suppose  the  war'would  continue. 

But  tiie  question  now  ought  to  be,  what  num- 
tier  of  ti:oops,  and  of  wh&t  description,  is  r^ouisite 
to  accomplish^  in  due  tiooe,  and  with  sofficieat 
certainty,  the  objects  you,  have  in  view,  and 
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wonld  at  the  same  time  occasion  the  least  public 
incoDveDtecce,  and  prjoduoe  the  feast' pecuniary, 
pre^ure  on  tl|e  people.  .  To  determine  this  coi^ 
rectly,  you  must  regulate  thenumbejr  and  descrip- 
tion of  troons  you  call  into.serviee,  by  the  amount 
ifQd  kind  br  force  to  be  re^i'sted  or  eubdued.  apd 
not  by  the  capacity  of  th^  natiog.    There  is  no 
ground  to  beliere.  from  -the  gentleman's  own 
statement,  the  force  to  be  opposed  is  so  great  as 
to  require  the  utnxost  exertions  of  the  nation.-  We 
have  not,  therefore,  sai^  Mr.  C,  pome  to  -the 
maximam  of  our  capacity;  ikor  dx)es  an  occasion 
exist  that  requires  a  force'to  be  raised  a» great  as 
our  capacity  would  enable  us.    It  would  be  th^ 
worst  policy  we  could  pursft*,  and  prove  mosi 
injurious  to  the  nation,  to  call  into  actual  service, 
,ai  the  commencement  of  a  war,  a  A>rce  so  greatly 
beyond  what  the  occasion  demanded,  and  thereby 
waste  your  strength  knd  ^exhau^t  yotir  resources 
before  the  crisis  arrived  'that  might  require  the 
lexertion  all  your  energies.^  It  would  seem,  sdid 
-Mr.'C,  as  if  gentlemen  conceived  tfley  evinced 
their  patriotism  by  the  nurpbef  of  regular  troops 
for  which  they  Voted;  nothing^  could/however, 
be  more  fallacious,  nor  would  the  public  be  de- 
ceived by  such  a  delusion.    It  was  as  ea^y  to 
vote  for  100,000  men  asfor  lO.OOO.j  but  the  people 
must  at  last  faroish  both  fhe  soldiers  and  the 
means  to  support  them,  and  the  nation  will  be 
.able  to  determine  by  the  conduct  and  votes  of 
gentlemen,  on  the  nhej-ior  measures  that  may 
come  before  you,  whether  the  advocates  for  so 
large  a  regular  force  as  that  contained  in  the  btU, 
or  those  who  support  the  present, motion,  berng 
disposed  (0  provide  such  foi^cesandofsuch  diescrip- 
tions  only  as  in  their  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Qoveromeot,  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  tlie' 
present  en>ergency,  and  could  be  most  usefoMy. 
employed,  are  oHMt  in  earnest  on  tbis  subject,  and 
will  ultimately  prove  most  firm  and  decided  iii 
supporting  the  rights  ami  honor  of  their  country. 
Among  tbe  strange  doctrines  lately  advanced; 
^  oAe  is  inlrodUoed  on  this  occa^otT  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  that  will  not  a  Ifttle  surprise  the 
people  of  America,  and  that  isj  that  the  accumu- 
lation of  public  debt  is  of  no  great. importa pee  to 
the:  nation.,   The  gentleman  «sked  if  any  one  feft 
any  benefit  from  the  payment  of  fifty  millions  of 
.  the  public  debt?   And  observed, to  use  his  own 
.  words,  **  the  increase  of  {he  public  debt  is  no  great 
bugbear^"  Ac    The  advantages  arising  from  ex- 
tinffoisliing^  the  public  debt^said  Mr.  C,  cannot 
well  be  roisiaken^and  must  be  felt  by  every  mein- 
^r  of  society  capable  of  feeling  the  pressure  of 
public  taxes.    By  the  extinguishment  of  fifty 
millions  of  your  public  debt,  which  has  been  et-' 
fected  by  the  operations  of  your  Treasury  De- 
partmentj  the  nation  is  relieved  from  the  paymeot 
of  at  least  three  millions  of  interest  annually— a 
.sum  more  th^n  the  proceeds  of  i\\  the  internal 
taxes-^the  repeal  of  which  has  been  so  miich  re- 
gretted by  the  honorable  gentleman.    Vour  fi- 
nances are  therefore  rendered  as  produmive  by 
the  extinction  of  that  amount  of  debt,  without 
those  internal  laxer.  as  they  would  be  with  them 
had  sttch  4ebt  contiiioed  unpaid }  and  this  sum  of 


three  iXkilKons.  annimlfy,  renMttts  now  at  the.dia- 
posal  of  the  Qoverninent,  may  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  the'wai^.  in  tsase'of  stich  eveni,  and 
will  therefore  ^i^aihly  dimMshj  by  that  mmount, 
the  re  venae  to  be  annually  raised  from  t  he-people; 
would  they  not  therefore  be  eensiUe  of  this,  and 
consider  it  a  benefit  ?  But  it  seema  the  inefease  of 
the  public  debt  is  not  matter  of  muoh  important 
t<f  the  nation.t  If  it ,  is'  not.  said  Mn  C.,  what  is 
important  to  the  natioo  ?'  Are.  the  people  to  be 
told,'  that  to  augment  the  public  debt,  which  they 
and  their  succe^^sors  are'iolemaly  pledged  to.re* 
inburse,  wfaieh  is  an  encumbrance  to  hs  fall  ex^ 
tent  on  tbeir  estates  and  possessions  of  every 
kind,  iif  in  itsel^o^so'  little  oon^equenee  as  not  to 
be  considered  of  much  importanee  to  the  nation  1 
Upon*  the  same  principle  the  geotl^min  might 
say,  thai  to  impose  new  t|iKes  on  t^e  people,  to 
increase. their  burdens  fir6m  time  to  .time,'anti& 
they  groaned  under'  the  pressure,  woald  not  be 
matter  of  snch  inponaoce  to  the  iialioa.  Is  tlM 
old  nfax^m,  f6fm«rly  ascribed  to  the  oppositioa, 
.^that  a  public  debt  is.^  pabll<?  ble^aitag,^  and 
once'so  much  and  so  justly  reprobated,  now  again 
brought  forwardand  supported  by  .profeaoed  Re- 
publicans? T^ls  has^lways  been  eonaider^d  the 
relrkest  doetrineef'hiffh-tpned  leader*  in  Federal; 
times,  and  tfannot  faiitd  awakenthe  paUic  mixti 
to  investii^are  the'vi^ws  of  those  who  advocate  it. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lpin,  it  was  agreed,  ^hat  the 
question  for  strikitfg  oat  be  taken,  by  years  and 
nays ;  and,  on  motion  by  J4p.  CAMPSBtL,  of  TeA* 
nessee,  the  Senate  adjboroed. 


iFBti«sDAV,i)e^eafaor  l^. 

The  PRtsineiiT  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Vermoiit:  confirm* 
log,  00  the  part  of  th>^  Stated,  the  Rsolaiion  for 
an  am^ndmenMo  the  Gonstitutit^n  nespeetiog  li* 
tteaof  nobility;  whJch  #a»^read. 

A  message  jrom-  the  House  of  Represeatalives 
inibrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  frooi 
th^ii^  dtsagreene'nt  to  the  aneadmeyiu  of  tha 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  theap** 
portiqiiment  of  Representatives  among  the  seve# 
ral*  States,  aoebrding  to  the  third  enameration." 

The  Senate  resonted  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  raise/ for-a  lini i ted  time^  an  additional  mil* 
itary  foree;  and' the  motion  ma^e  the  17tb  inst, 


to  strike  out  the  word  ^  ten/'  seetidn 


line 


tbree,  Was  determiaed  in  the  neg^tivd-^yeas  13, 
nays -21/ as  follows  } 

.  7b  AS — ^Messrs*  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Ganfpbell  of  Tenneseee,  Gondit*  Craw^ 
ford,  Cotts,  Frsnklki,  Lambert,  Smith  ef  New  Yoric» 
and  WOrtfaingtOB. 

NATS—Mesnti.  B^afd,  Bibb,  Dana,  Oaillard,  Osiw 
man,  Oiles,  CNlmaa,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Honey,  Uowall, 
Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,'Pope»Beed,  Robinaui,  Tah»  Tay* 
knr,  Taroer,  4uid  Vaniam. 

^n  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  reati  a  third  tinra  as  anveaded  ?  it  waa  deter- 
mined 'fa  the  affi^ative. , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  ComiaMtee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biilapprapnating  a  som  of  mooey 
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fbr  proeorinff  mpaf  tk>b«t>r  war ;  a&}:  oa^he^^e^^ 
tK>n,  tShall  thid  biH  be  en^rossH  and  read  a  third 
time?  it  was deteriDined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ^9  hi  Gommhtee  of  ttie 
Whole,  the- bill  ibr  fbe  establishment  of 'a  quar- 
termaster's departmetit^^  anid,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  ?  It  was  determi  ned^  i  n'  the  affirntatiye. 

The  following  Message  *was  receited  from  th^ 
PavsiDBirr  ofTflB  Ukitbo  Btateb:/ 
To  the  Senate  and  Ifou9e  of  * 

RepreM'entdHveaofVttVniied  States: 

I  lay  before  Congress  two  letters  recefved<from'€roy- 
erhffT  IfarrisoD,  oi  ^^^^  Indians  Territory,  reportihg'the 
pertieiilAni  and  the  issiie  of  Ihe  .expedition  nAder  liis. 
eommand,  of  wltieh 'notice  was  ^ak^n  in  niy  cennranii- 
<^oaer  Not^beirSlh.,  '        / 

While  ii  is  deeply  lam^ted  libat  so  mmsf  trainable, 
livee  hmVe  been- lost  iff  the  aetioii.Wiiieh  teek  pl«c&  en 
the  7th  ahhi^  CeBgieas  will-see,^  with  sat^slaetiop,  the 
danntleea  i^mt  and  lertifnde  vidorionsly  diepfaye4  by 
vntrf  dfsi^niitoief  t^e  tieops  enfaced,  as  well  as' (he 
collected  firmness  which  distinguished  ^air  command^ 
STy  on  an  occasion''  leqairing  die  jatmost  exertions  of 
valor  and  dkeipliae*    ^        * 

It  m^y  reasonably  be  exiMcted  that  the  good  efiepts 
af  this  critical  defeat  and  dispersion  of  a  combinatioti 
of  savai^es,  which  appears  to  have  been  spreading  tb  a 
greater  extent,  will  be  en>erienced  not  only  ih  a  cessa- 
tion of  the  murders  and  depredations  committed  'on 
our  frontier,'  but  in  the  preTention  of  any  hostile  incur- 
sions otherwise  to  have  been  apprehended. 
'  The  tidies  ef  those  (ursTe  And  patriotle  etUfens 
Irho  have  fUles  hi'ihis  seven  eonfKet/.will,  douhlless, 
angage  the  fiivoraGle  afteMlon  of^Gongress. 

JAMIia  I^ADISQK;  . 

MUeaave«e!>,llee;  18,1811.  t  ^ 

The  Message  and  letters  referred  to 'Were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

.   ^     Faii^Y,  Deeemher  30. 

Mr.  Qi&KAN,  ffoin  thne  aomminee,  rafortad  the 
hill  to  raise^  fot  a  UnriCed  tinie,  anaddtcielmtmil* 
iiary  Rirce,  eorreeriy  eagrossad  \  and  «he  hill  vraft 
read  the  third  t^me,  andihe  hlaaks  filled.  Qa  th^t 
question,  jBhall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined 
•in  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  4,  as  foUoWs : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Oriwfbrd, 
CsAUy  FraifUin,  CTaflhWl,  €}erman»  OilnMn,  0regg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Lefbt  Lloyd.  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  oi  New  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vannum,' 
and  Worthfaigtan. 

Nats — ^Messes.  Dana;  Ooadiieh,  Htniler,  and  Lam» 
hart.- 

Od  motiota,  br  Mr.  Oaiwpoan,  it  was  agreed 
to  amend  the  ihfe  of  the  bill,  by  striking  o^t  the 
word«'  "for  a  limited  time.'' 

So  it  was/leeo/M<2,^>Tfaaf  this  hill  pa'ss,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  ^An  a<it  to  raise  an  additienal 
military  force.'' 

Mr.  WLMAir,  frbm  tile  eommittee,  reported  the 
hill  ifpjyropriatiog  a  sum  of  money  for  procartirg 
monitions  of  wai;,  correbtfy  engrossed  |  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time.  y 

On  0io6on^  by  Mr.  CbawpoKd^  it  was  agreed  to. 


postTKme  the  farther^  eoBsiderationi  there6f  imttl 
Monday  next. 

Mr,  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  abo  reported 
the  hill  fttr  the  esiahlishment  bfa quartermaster's 
departtneat;  eorrfctiy  engrossed ;  and  the  hill  Wat 
read  the  third  time.  •  , . 

On  motiofv,  it  v^as  agreed'  to  poetpeae  the  fur- 
ther consideration  df  this  hill  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorising  the  President  of  the^ 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  spies 
orran^erS)  for  tjie  protection  of  the  fromier.of 
the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was. amended; 
and  Che  President  reported  it  U>  ihe  House  ac- 
cordingly. '    . 

Pn  the  question,  Shall  this  hjH  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  tim^as  ameuded?  it*  was  deter- 
piined  in  the  affirmative.  '  -    .      ' 

.  The  Senate  resumed,  as.  in  Comnpttee  of  the 
'Whole/lhe  hilt  extendincr'  the  time  of  certain  pa- 
tents granted' to  Robert' Fulton  ;  and,  on  motion^ 
by  Mr.  GerM AX,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the 
further  consideratron  thereof  up  til 'Monday  next. 

"Mr^  Worth moTON  -presented  the  ^tition  of 
SubmitrR.  Strong,  widowof  MajorEfijah  Strbhg, 
jhte  6f  the  Army  oX  the  United  Stages,  on  behalf 
of  herself  and  three  infant  et^lldren  ;•  stating  that 
her  huisbai^d,  while  in  the  se/vice  of  the  United 
i^tates,  died  of  a  malignant  ferer,  feaTing  her  and 
his  children  in  veryindigent  circumstances ;  an4 
praying  thai  the  half-pay,  or  pension,  that  would 
btfve  b^n  allowed  therepresentatires  of  the  de^ 
ceased)  had  he  died  b^  a  wound  or \wounds,  rej 
eeJTed  id  actual  service,  may  he  extei^ded  to  har^ 
ft)r  re&sons  state^  at  farge  iri  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read^  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

.Mr.  W.,aUo,  presented  the  petition  of  Amos 
Spadbrd,  stating  that  he  hath  improved  a  certain 
portion  of  Ihe  public  land  near  the  foot  of  the 
rapids,  on  the  sucrth  side  of  the  Miami,  and  pray- 
ing that  a  la  w  may  he  passed  nermitting  him  ta 
locate  a  jiuarter  sectioa  of  iapd,  Qoverioff  his  im- 
provements, at  the  price  of  other  public  laadaii 
when  exposed 4o  sale ;  for  reasons- stated  at  largo 
IB  the  peiitfOn, 

Mr.  W«,  alsQy  presented  the  petition  of  Lewie 
Bond  and  others,  residing  en  the  Miami  riter^ 
pravfi»g  thai  they  aaay  he  confirmed  in  ihasr-poa- 
sessions  of  certain  lands  therein  aiention^d^  for 
reasons  ,sfated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  ianj  tha 
petittoos  were  severally  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  iiev^erajl^teferrc^totbe 
committee  appointed  the  14th  or  November,  to 
Inquire  rf  anjr,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  pro  vis* 
ions  or  alterations  ar^  necessary  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  lands,  of  the  United  States,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  ptherwise. 

MbiibAY,  December  23. 
Mr.  CoHOiT  presented  the  petition  of  Ahram 
Ogden,  of  £lizab«(htowa,  in  the  Btate  of  New 
Jersey,  staling  that  he  bath  coostrueted'a  boat,  ta 
be  propelled  by  steam,  at  a  eonsidf  nible  expense) 
apd  praying  that  the  hill  pendingin  t)ie  Senate 
Oft' Ibis  at^hjeet  may  Batpasi|/orraaaoiie«talad«l 
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Inrge  in  the  petiuon';  which  was  read,. and  or 
dere4.  to  be  prJDCed  for  thetise  of  the  Senaie. 

The  Pbbsivbnt  eorotxiUDicated  the.r'(^port  of 
the  Secreury  for  the'Depanment  qf  State  on  the 
|)eti(iOn  of  Xhx^mas  Brown,  referred  to  his  cpa- 
^ideratioo  the  2d'iqstant ;  Whiich  was  read.  ' 

Tha-^CvAat^  resumed^  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  th^bill  extend i^i;  the  t'^ni^  of  certain  pa- 
tents granted  to  Robert  Fulton  ;  and,  on  motion, 
/by  Mr.  Cbawford,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to*mor- 

•OWi 

TuESDAir,  Detember  24. 

Mr.  German  presented  the  jnemorial  of  Qoav- 
erneur  Morris,  and  others,-  coin'inissiohers,  ap- 
pointed b^  an  aer  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  ^ew  York,  fotr  the^doasiderationofNali  rnatter's 
relating.to'theopeninffa'caDalaavigation  bet  wees 
the  great  Lalces  and.  Hudson's  riyer^  praying  the 
^o-pperationandaid  of  Cbngres^ln  the'conteJl^-' 
plated' work,  for  reasons. stated  at  large. in' the 
meiporra)')  whrich  "was  read,  and  referred  to  Ihe 
eommiit^e  to  whom  was  ref^rred^do  the  6th  jnst., 
the  memorial  or  the  President  and  Managers  of 
the  Union  Canal -Company  o^  Penn&ylrania,  with 
the  additiop.of  two  members,  to  consider  and  re- 
port ttheroon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
.Crawfobo  and/&^RMAN  wer^  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. .     / 

The  following  Message  was  received  from' the 
'pRB&ipEWT  OP  THE  UnfTfiB  States  : 
To  th4  Senaie  tmid  House  of     "  '       /   '*      < 

'  '      ,  RtprttmtaUvaofth  Upit^Btafu:    ' 
I  oomkuDnicfttcfto  dongreis.  copies  of  an  act  of  the 

'  Legislature  of  New  Toirk,  relating  to  a.c.ana|.fiy>m  the 
greai  Lakes  to  Hudson's  riv^r*  In  making. the  com- 
manication,  I  consult  the  respect  due  to^that  State,  in 
whose  behalf  the -^commissiotf  era  appointed  J>y  t^eacl 

<  have  placed  it  in  my  hands  for  the  purpose.' 
'  Tht  Utility  of  canal  navij^ation  is  uniT«rsaUjr  admtU 
ted.  It  is  not  less  certain,  tiiat  scarcely  any  country 
offers  .more  extensiTC  opnortuaities  for  that  branc^  of 
improtentents  than  the  tlniteAStates ;  and  none,  per^ 
haps,  inducements  equally  persuasive  ifi  make  then»ost 
«f  then.  The  particular  undertaking  cfoatemplated;  by 
the  State  of  New  York,  w^ch 'marks  an^  honorable 
spirit,  of.  enterprise  and  comprises  6hiBoU  of  national 
as  well  as  mose  limited  impoitanee,  wiQ  secall  the  atten- 
tien  of  Congress  to  the  signal  advantages  to  be  derived 
to  the  United  States  fi^om  a  general  system  of  internal 
commnnieatioii  and  oonneyanoe ;  and  suggest  to  tlieir 
censideration  whatever  steps  may  be  ^proper,  on  their 

'  part,  towards  its  introduction  and  accomplishipent. 
As  foqde'Of  those  advantages  have  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  arrangements  and  exertions  for  the  gen- 
eral security,  it  is  at  a  period  calling  for  these  that4htf 
inerits  of  such  a  system  will  t>e.seen  in  the  stttmgest 
lights. 

JAM]B8  MADISON. 
Washiitotow, />«c«fii&cr  23,  1811. . 


menu  tn^  oui,  oy  lose^iing^  in  aec- 
I  eight,  of  the  printed  bi)l,  after  tha 
ioary,"  the 'following  words :^  not 
c;^'  and, 


;o  raif^  certain  compaaies  of  rapgers  for  the  pro- 
iliectionof  the*  frontier  ot  the  United  States,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  r? ad  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanl^s  were  filled.  .On  motioa  by 
!  Mr.  WORTHiNaTpN,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimooa 
cpnsent,  to  amend  th^'  bili,  o^  ibsef^ting^  in  sec- 
tion one,  Uoe  eight  -'  *^ ''^  *"*"  -^'*"  **-- 

word-  "pe^edMry,' 
ezeeedihg.siz;^' an  , 

Heedved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "Aq  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to.  raise  certain  cbmpanies  of 
rangers  for  ihe  protection  of  the  frontier 'of  thc^ 
United  States."  ,        •      .. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,from  the  commitiee  to  whom  was 
referoed  the  bill,  ec^titled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
>ohD  Bwnham;"  reported  itaritivbttt aiaendneat. 

Th«  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bin  for  the  ^tablisfament  of  arqtiarterniaster's 
department;  and"' the  blanks  were  filled;  and,  od 
motioB  by  Mr.  Bbbnt,  H  lyas  agreed*  that  the 
further  coasidemjiioB  oifthe  hiUb?  poatjieQed  na- 
Itl  Thursday  n^zi.  " 

•  Mi;,  CAMjPBELi/,  of  Tennessee,  pr^ented  the 
resbltitiions  of  the  I^egislaturi  of  the  Statex>^  Ten- 
Oess^e.  disapproving  of,  and  dissenting'  from,  the 
iin[wnam'ent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  ,by  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate 
of  Massachusetts,  June.  19,  IdOQ^  respecting  eai.- 
bargoes  and  commercial  .restrictions ;  alsafrom 
the  amendment  to  the  Copstitutipo  pf  the  United 
States,  proposed  i>y  the  Legislature,  of  the' Stale 
of  ViiginM^,  on  the  13th  January,  1808^  respecting 
ihe  removal  froim  offiee  of  the  ^Seaatocs  in  Con- 
gress of  tlie  United  States,  by  a  vote  of  the  irspe.Qt- 
Ite  State  Legis^lktoresi  also,  from  tiieaniewjlment 
to  the  Cobstitution  tff  ttie  United.  States,  as  pro- 
posed* by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, April  3d,  1S69,'  ^'  that  an  impartifl  tribunal 
may  he  establi^ed,  to  determine  disputes  between 
the  General  and  StateigoverAmeatsj^aBd  approv- 
ing of^  and  agreeing  'to,  the  aniendment  to  |he 
OoBStiltati^n  of  the. United  States, propoaed/ by 
Gbtigress,  .respecting  titles  of  oobitrty.  And  the 
resolutions  were  read..  ^     .    . 


The  Message  and-  doeu meats  therein  referred 
to  were  read;  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned,  to  consider  and  I'eport  thereon. 

Mr.  GiLMAii,  from  theeommittee,  reported  tha 
bill  aiithoriatagthe  Presideat  <^f  tMe  United  Siatas 


FsiDAy,  Decem'ber  27.  ; 

' The  PaE^ioEifT communicated  theinemorial  of 
certain  qitizens  and  inhabitants  of  the. Territory 
of  Michigaa,  staling  their  very  ezposed  situation 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Indians,  and  recioestiog  the 
interposiuoii  of  Gov^nmentfor  their  ^protection; 
and  the  memiorial  was  read. 

The  Pbepidb^t  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial ef  the  Legislature,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
praying  greats  of  land,  respectively,  to  the  legal 
,  represen  lati  ves  of  such.offieers-  ajid  soldier?  as  tell 
in. the  late  aetlon  under^ Governor  Harrison's 
command,  some  of  whom  had  heretofore .  made 
locations  of  land;  partial  payments,  and'  improve- 
ments thereon ;-  also,  to  eacb  >  of  the  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  said  corps  such  donatioa 
in  land  as  Congress  may  <leem  expedient ;  and 
ihe  memorial  was  read.  • 

.  Mr.  Q£aiC4ac  pi^seated  th^,  memorial  of  Isaiaii 
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Proeeedinga, 


•SsirATfi*' 


TowDsead^  ap4  .otfaeijs,  statifig  liiat,  io  the  year 
1811,  the  mamorklists,  at  gr«at  txpense,  bQilt.lwo 
boats,  under  eoiolviction  ^bar.'they  had 'alright 
ibereto  by  the'existin^laws  of  the  United. Smt^p, 
for  the  frarposeof  plying  between  Jfe^  Yortr  aqd 
AJban^,  and  whi1:a  thev  have  done  fuoccessfally ; 
and  praying  a  bill  on  ihe  snbjie^t  of*  stearaboaiis, 
BOW  beiore*  the  Senate,' may  not  pais,' for  reasons 
sUtQd  at  large  in  the  memorial j  which  was 
read,  andr  ordered  to  be  printed  for  thenae  of  the 
Senate. 
'   The  folioi^ng  Messfage  was  received  from  the 

PABSIPBHT  OF  THB  UlftTllD  filTATE^  ; 

To  fke  Stn&tt  and  House  qf      > 

BepresetiiaHviatifthefJhUedStdteBT 

1  lay  before  Congree^  copies  of  tesolitttOAS  en^Md 
iatd  by  tha.Legilrtattiitoof  PennsylTanis,  whseh  hate 
been  tranamittfd  to  mey  with  that  view,  by.  the  Got^ 
eiiiorofttaat  State,  w  pinsuance  of  one  of.  the  said 
reaoiutieiub 

^  JAMES  .MADISON, . 

WABumuTQH,  Jkeenber  Yf;  Wl'     .  '^    - 

^  The.  Message  and  resolutioas  ihtreja  refjsrred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tab|eL  > 

Mr.  'Lain  preseoted  the  niei&orial  of  Oliver 
Ev^ns.  stating  tWt  the.meiDonalist  verily  h^ 
'  He  ves  himself  to  bethe  orig^inal  proposer  of  steam- 
boats and  steam^WBgoiis  ill  tke  United  (States, 
(Doctor  Frajaklin  only  excepted })  ai^d  .that  h^ 
eoBceiVto  hiB  patept,  dated  February  14,  1804, 
secured  to  hiib  the  right  to  use  his  engine;  foT 
boats,  mills,  and  iaqd.  carriages,  and  prayfng  to 
W  left  in  foil  possesaiob.  of  .^hose  rights',  for  rea^ 
90OS  abated  at.  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  orderifd  to  Ue  on  the  tabl^ 
'  Oh  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  it  was  agreed  that 
t^e  fiinlfer  cqasideration  ^f  the  hill  for  the  estab 
hsimiem  of  a  xinartermaster'is  department  be  poatn 
poded  cintii  'Tuesday. next.  ..• 

Monday,  Deceinbef  30.    ^     \     . 

.Mr.  Howell  presented  the  petition  of  Nathai]i:< 
id  Smith,  nfival  officer  for  the  district  of  Provi^ 
deiioe«  praying- 'addijjooal  .compensatioit'  for  >  his 
services,  for  reasons  stated  a(  large  thecein  \  and 
tbe  pelition  Was  read)  jsnd  jefersed  td  a. select 
oomooiitlee,  to  con^der  and  report  ihereon  by  bf]l< 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Howell,  Qq^kgo,  and 
Baaolet,  welip  ap|K>inted  tbe  comniittee^     , ; 

A  message  froin  the  Hous^of  K^preseotalives 
informed  thf  Senate  thtat  the  Hou^e  have  passeH 
a  bill)  en  titled  >^Air  act  t«  continue  in  force,  for  a 
fttrthej  time,  the  first  section  o!f  ;the  aci^entit(ed 
*An  not  further  io  protect  .tbi  commerce  and  sefr 
men  of  tbe  United  States,  against  the  fiarbary 
PoWera  f  also  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  directing 
tbe  terms  on  ^hich  the  lands  so(d  ac public  sale,. 
and  that  re?ert  foe  failure  in  pay DMnt,  shall  agilin. 
be  aold  ^'  in  wbieh.  billA  they  desire  the.  concur* 
rence  of  f  be  Senatd.     . 

Tbe  bills  last  mentioned  weie  read,  and  passed 
to  tbe  second' reading*.  '.     .         ^ 

•  Mr,  Bat-sbo  presented  tbe  petition  jof  ttid  Presi- 
deal  mud  Trustees  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Wilr 
miog'toii' Steamboat  Comjiaay^aUtiug  tbit  they 


are  desirftoe'of  establt^hiifg  'a  daily  packer,  to  be 
ptopcU^.  ^^  steam)  to  ply-Mt'weeeri  Philadelphia, 
Brandywinv,  and  Cfaristima  creeic:  that  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  obtfiin  an  eni^ineer,  who 
fs.an  alien,  to  cbadoct  shd  superlntend'the  work,' 
upon  Ifetng  admitted  to  deceive  a  share  of  tbe  net 
profits ;  jimt  a  boat  6\  the  size  and  form  contem- 
plated would  be.  subject  to  the  same  rul^s  and  , 
regulations  as  if  employed  in  tbe  .foreign,  or  coast-  • 
ing  trade,  wl^tch  exclude -an  alien,  who  i^  the  con.-, 
structor  or  projector^  from  a  sharb  of'  the  boat  or 
profits;  and  that  they  .will  be  deprjved  of  the.  aid 
of  tbis  artisi  without  tj»e. interposition  of  Con- 
gressVand  prayingr  relie|^  and;  the  petition  wa& 
ritaA  ABd  rmired  tp  apiece  committee,  to  con- 
sider attd  report  thereon,  by  biU  ior  otherWise;  . 
i^ivd  Messrs.  Bayajio,  Cov^it^and  -Hojr^L'L,  we>e 
a{»oiuled  the  tpiqmittee. 

The  Senate  restfmed|  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  exteadinsr  tbe  time  of  certain  pat- 
ents gfanted'to  Robert  Fultor;.and  the  bill' was 
•men(|ed,*nd  Che  President  reported  it  to  tbe 
House  accordinglyr   *  '  ^    '  * 

ba  the  questiooj^hall.  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  seed  f^^bird  timers  amended  ?  k  was  d^ter- 
ntyied  in  the  affirnnative.        ,      «^    *' 

Mr.  Campbell,  6f  Obio,fVbm  the  comtnittee.to 
whom  Wits  referred  ^^  bill,  entitled  "^An  Ikct  to 
autfalbfize  the.Iayingtrat  and  opening  a  public 
road  from  the  line  established  by  the  treaty  of 
Qreeaviile  to  the  Norih  Bend,  id  the*  State  .of 
Obio,"  reported  ii  witbootamendmeqt* 

Tbe  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Comipittee  of  the 
Whol«,  the  bUl,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  .Qornbam  "p  and,  op  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  read  u  third  tiaiel  it  was  determined  i«- 
tbft  negative; '  *        v  •:  .  ? 

Mir.  Bradlet  svbmi^ted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : '      \ 

^esohedf  That  th^  membefB  of  this  Hoom  wHI  wekr 
crape  oii  the,  left  arm  for  one  month,  in  teetimony  of 
the  nati.iMiysi  'respect  and  sorrow  fiur  the  i^nfertimate . 
persons  who  peritbed  in  Ithe  city  of  Hicbal^d,  in  Ytrw 
gtnia,4»tt  the  flight  ofthe  Mdi  of  the  present  meblb* 

The  PBEsfDENT  communicated  the  reso],iltioB 
5fth^  Legislative  Council  and  Hous^  of  Repr^sen- 
tatiVee-of  Che  Misstssippi  Territory,  appj^oving  the 
cofatse  pursued  bf  the  Qenefral  Oorernm^nc  to* 
wards  the.  belligerent.  Powers  of  Burope,  and 
pledj^n^  theraselves  to  ^support  the  Administra- 
tion thereof  rp^its  efforts  to  obtain  justice  from 
ofi^<^ndiog  nations?'  The  resolutioir  was  read,  . 
and-  is  as  follows : 

Resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  Bouse  of 
Representatives  ^  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  Gen-  . 
era!  Assembly  convened^  Thiit  the  embarrassments  and 
difficulties'  under  which  thjD  United  States  have  lor ' 
msnx  years  labored  have  been  caused'  by*the' injustice 
of  foreign  nations  and  ef  domestic  faction.'    That  the^ 
late  and  present  AdteinisCraiions  of  Hhe  General  €h>y- 
erametot  have,  In  our  ^iqnnion,  purstied  a  wise,  itepar* 
tial,  ahdjust  eonrse  towBtds'the  belligerent  Powers  ef . 
Europe,  and  socb4s  ought  to  eoncihate  and  n^te  Ib^ 
afibc^ioi^  of  every  American. /dtis^n.    That  tjie  oor*  . 
leipondeKdej^stpnhlisbed  between  tbe  American  See* 
relary  of  State  and  Mr<  Fo^ter,.the  British  Envey,  %$> 
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finrds  a^dhiohai  tftd  concittnve  «tidMic6  «f  4h6  dettnuiF 
.nation,  of  Great  Brilain  to  coAtinue  to  violate  htt  neat 
aacnd  pl^gee^toHrifle  with  Ae  American  nation,  and 
to  persevere  in  a  obnm  of  unjust  and  (^oalile  measuies 
towards  the  commerce,  the  GovejrniAent,  and  the  honor 
of  the  United  States.  That  the  late  Messagi^  ^^  ^ 
President  of  the  United  States  to  hoth'  Hoases  of  Con-: 
gress  breathes  the  true  spirit  and  feelings  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  That  we  will  support  the  AdminUtratlon 
'  of  thn 'General  Government,  in  its  efforts  to  obt&in  jns-, 
tice  lirom  offending  nations,  with  our  lives  and  fortuneat 
and  fof  wjbich  we  pledge  our  sacred  Honors. 

Rcsohed,  That  th^  Plresideirt  of  the  Cooncil  and 
Speaker  of  4he  House  of  Hepreaentativee  be  teqtlested 
to  eause  fodr  c<^s  of  Iheae  rea^ihitlbna  to  be  inade  .o!Dt» 
onoofwhioliaball  be<trancmitled  to  the  Preaidentof 
^  United  States,  one  to  the  Preaidentof  ihti  Senate, 
one  to  tha  Spedier  of  the  House  ofSepreaentathM^^ 
the  United  States,  and  one.to  Mr  deleg^  in  Congieaa. 

A.  MQNTGDMERY. 
Pnfident  LegitlaUve,  CounM 
* '  ,   "        •     ■  * , 

Tn&aDAY,  Deetmber  31.  ' ' 

On  motioit,of  Mr.  Ljbib,  en^  of  th«  ina5oril7,  it 
w«s  agreed  torecoQsid^r  the  bill,  entitled  ^Anftct 
lor  th^  relief  or  JoHn  Bufnhaai  $"  and,  on  motioh; 
by  Mt.  GhtE0G;tli9  fo  Fiber  coik«<ier»tl0n  tbereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursday  next.  . 

'Mr.  BrAdlet  called  ap  the  motion  made  ye»' 
terdty  on-  the  subjeet ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  waa 
aroeoded  and  agreed  to  aa  foliows{ 

Reaolwdj  That  the  iheiqbera  of  this  House -trill 
wear  crape  oa  the  left  arm  for  one  taonib,  In  tee- 
UinoDy  6f  the  coodolenee  aaii  aorrow  of  the  Sen* 
ace  lor  the  calamitous  eyeiit  by  whiah  the  Chief 
Maf^lstrate  of'the  State  of. Virainia^  and  i^  itfaoy 
of  Xer  aitiaeosi  pneririi^  by  fire,  in  'the  city  of 
Richmond,  on  t(ie  ni^t  of  the  ddtk  of  the  prea- 
ent  niooth.  '  \ 

'  The  pBfiaioEST  commlini^a^ed  the  membriat  of 
t^e  House  of  Represeatativea  of  ihe  tmUana  T-eN 
ntory,  a|4)roTiog  the  coadaefaBd  praiy lag.. the 
re4p^otaMirt.c>f  Oavaraor  Hactipoit.  A)»d  ikk 
memoYial  was  K|kd»  • 

The  FaeaiDfii^T  also  commonipalad  their  me- 
morial, praying;  Congress  to  admit  the  Territory^ 
as  a  frae.  and.  iadepeodeot, State,. into  the  Union : 
also,  theirjaaemoriij,  praying  the  office  of  sheriff 
may  be  elective,  f^  reasons  therein  stated  at  large ; 
and  the  memorials  ware  rcsad,  and  save  rally  ce- 
icrred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  £ve 
member^^  tp  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  ibill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Worth inoton,Qiiego, 
Leib,  FaANktiN,  and  Cam pbelL,  of  Tennessee, 
were  appointed  the 'committee. 

A  message  from  the  .Houte  of  Uepresentatives. 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ba?er  passed 
a  bill,  ea  titled  ^^An  act  f6r  the  reviaipn  of  former 
conlnnauoBs,  and  for  confirmiu  qartaip  elaluis 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaakaskia ;  aiao,  %  bill, 
Cfitided  ^Ao  act  iMTovidin^  for  the  more  coofr^at- 
aat  takia^of  affida.rite  ami  bail  id  civil  cauaca  de-' 
.  pendiBg  in  the  oonrts  of  the  United  Slatea;"  in 
which  bitls  >tli^.d^i^  ;b«  ^coocartreace^of  the 
flkaate. 


The  bilks  last  broaghi  up  for'eoa^vrraaae  were 
rea4  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  FttAVKLin  presented  the  res^olatioas  of  the 
Gka^ral  Assemblyof  the  $tate  of  North  CaroUaa; 
ayprovingtha  sentiments  contained  in  the  Mea* 
sage  of  tbePreaidant  ofthe  Unite^  iStaiea  t943on- 
gress  at  the*  opaoing  of  tb^  present  aeasibn,  aad 
resoiving/nnaDimoaslyjihat  they  wUlr  cbeecfally 
ea^perate  with  thjB  Qeiketal  Government  in  th# 
prompt  aiid  effectual  eleofitioa'of  such  measarea' 
as 'may  be  deemed  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
interiestand  aeeure  the  union,  liberty,  and  inde- 
pendence of  (he  Uditad  States  ^  and  tha-raaola- 
tions  w^rcr  read,  •  ^. 
'  Mr.  Oilman,  fridrm  the-eoiiimiuaa,.ieporled  the 
biti'esu^ading  the  time  of  certain  patents  graaled 
to  Robert:  Fulco6  correctly  engrossed  $.aad  the 
bill  *was  read  the  thixd  time. 

On-thjs  question,  Shall  this  bill  paaalit  wha 
determined  in  the  aQrmative^yeas  21,  aaya  4, 
as  fallows':  •    "     •  '*        _     * 

YtJM — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Gondii  Cntta,  Oaihaid,  Gfl. 
man,  C^vogg,  Ho#eU,  Hnnter»  Lao^bert,  L<^  Robin* 
son,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yodt,  Tait, 
T^lor,  Varnnnw  and  WortfainfftiMi,  ^^ 
.    NATs-^Meain.  Dana,  J'ranUin,  German,  and  Uoyd*  * 

The  bill,  entitled  ^f* An  act  to  continue  ia  force 
for  a  furiher  tim.e  the  first,  ffectiea. of  the  act  en<^ 
titled  '  An  act  further  to  protect  the  coriim'eree 
aad  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,'?  was  read  the  second  time^  and  re* 
ferted  to  a'selecl  cemtnittee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  M^ssfs.  BaAOLBT^  Lloyd,  anfl 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee.  -  ' 

'The  bill, entitled  ■'Ab  act  dir^iing  the  terms 
on  which  lands-  sold.^t  public  jale,  and^  that  re&- 
verrfof  failiKO  of  paymtet,  shall  again  be  sold," 
was  read  the  second'  ti'ipe,*  and  referred  no  tw 
committee  appointed  ilM  Uth  November^  to  in- 
quire if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provis- 
ions or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slaves,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  bil(  for theestahlkti- 
ment  of  a  quarfemaiter^s  department,  and 

Remkvedy  That  this  bill  pass,  and  (hilt  the  title 
thereof  ^be  "An^act  for  the  estabHshm^nt' of  m 
qoarietmaster's  d^panraent." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  hiU,  fUYitled  ^An  act 
to  authorise  Ihe  Faying /mt  and  opening  a  public 
road  fron)  the  line  established  by  the  Treaty  of 
^reenviHe.  to  the  North  Bea.d,'ti)  the  ^tate  of 
Ohio;"  and  the  bill^was  ordered  to  Uie  third 
reading. 

TeeitaDAT,  Jannafy  2^  1813. 
The  PRhetDBifT  communicated  the  report  of  the  ' 
Secretai;y  of  the  Navy  on  the  expenditures  and 
arpplicatioh  of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Tftesury, 
from  the  1st  of  Oetober,  1810,  to  the  -dOth  Sep- 
tember,' 1811,  inclusive;  made  in  obedience  to 
the  firBt  section  of  the  act.  passed  3d  March,  1809^. 
entiried  "Aa  act  fiirth^  to  attend  the  sereral 
acta  for.  the  cefaUiatimaBt  and  regolati6B.of  the 
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Tteasaryy  War,  und  Nary  Dcpartmentfl.'*  And 
the  report  was  read. 

The  biil,  eDtitlcid  ''An  act  for  the  reTisIon  of 
forfder  coDfirmations,  and  for  cpofirmioff  ceriatn 
chimp  to  lands  in  th^  dfiBiriet  of  Kaslraslfa,'' was 
reafd  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  'the  cbm« 
mittee  appointed  od  the  14th  No Tem|;ier,  to  in- 
quire if  liny,  and,  ff  atiy,  what,farther  prorislons 
or  aire  rati  on9  are  necessary,  for  the  disposition  of 
the  public  lands  qf  the  tlnited  States,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon.  •     . .  * 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  providing  far  th« 
more  convenient  taking  of  aflSdayits  and  bin). in. 
ei?il  c^ivses  depending  in  the  connts  of  the  .uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  the  second  time.-^ 

On  iaotioo,'by.MT.  Gaegq^  it  was  agreed  that 
the  fucUieicon^idijera^on  oiTihe  bill  appcopriatjiig 
a  Bom  of  nlomiy.  for  proeuri«g  n\unition&  of  war- 
biepostDon^d  until  >Ion<fay  nextl    .      ; 

Th^  bill,  «fituled>An  act. to  authortce  iheiay- 
ing  out  and.  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line 
ettabiisbed  by^he  Treaty  of  Qreeqvilte  tofhe. 
North  Beady  in  4he  State^f  Ohio,"  was'fead>the 
ihtfd  time,  iTod  pa^ej. 

Friday,  Ja:nuary.3. . 

TheP-BMiMBNTcoinainiiicated  tb«  report  of  t,he' 
Secretary  far.  th?  I>^rtBient  of  Wap^made-in 
obedience  to  the  first  scfctlon  of  the  'aet,>sot&led* 
''An  aet  iWther  to  amend  ti^e  several  acts  fori  he 
estaUisbmen^t  of  the  TFeaKir/'y,.VVar,.and  Nary 
DepartmeniSj"  passed  t.he  third  day  of^March^ 
1809;  a'ttdtbeTaport  was  read. 

The  biU^'ealkled  ^<Aa  apt  .providiag  for  tiie 
more  eoHTctiiieDt  nakipg  of  affidavits  4ad  bail  in 
eivil  eao.ses4efendiag  ia  theo^asi^ef  tb«XJoited 
Statea,"  was. referred,  to' a' seleet  cboiintttfej  'u> 
toasidfit  aM^  report  thereoo;  aad  Messrs;  B^Ap- 
LEY,  Gto'oDBJto%a«d  HuiiTaA,.wefeappomted  the 
eoannittee. 


MoNDAYi  January  j5. 

The  pRi^iDfiiiT4:ottitDttDiciiied  thf^reporl  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Deinrtipent  df  Wfir  on.  the  cut: 
peoditure  of  the  moneys  apprepriat<td  for  tne 
eontiog«Dt  expellees  ot  the  Miliury  Bsublisb- 
ment.far  the  year  ISll^e^Lhibited  in  pursuance  oi^ 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  Sd  of  March, 
1809,  eatitled  ''An  aet  to  atnead  the  several  acts 
far  the  establishflnetit  and  regolatioa  of  l(ie  Trea- 
sary,  War,  and  Navy  Departmnto;"  and  the 
report  was  read,  .  -       .  .   .    *    -  v 

The  PasaiOBNT  also  commanicated  the  report' 
of  the  Sejirretary  for  the  Departqitrat  of  the  Tree- 
tory.  m»de  jn  eoafbrimty  with  the  sixth  seca^on 
of  the  ae^  passed  oa  the  1st  of  "May,  .ISKVenti-^ 
tied  ^Aa  aev  fixiag-the  aofir^l^satien  of  pnfolu! 
Miaiaterv  and  Ooasab  rastcKag  6tx  the.  coastof 
Barbery,  aadfoc  at|ier  purposes  ;*'  and  the  repdrt 
was  read/ 

Mr..  Smith,  of  New  Yo^k,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Solltvaa  aad^o^ersL  tohhbitaftttfk 
of  the  Territory  of  Loainaaa,  prAyrng  the  pas- 
sage of  %,  law  which  will  admit  them  iat^t  what 


is  deoomtinated,  the  second  ^rad^  of  Territorial 
gorerdment,  for  reckons  stated  at  li^rge  in  the 
petition;  winch *wfts  read.    ,       • 
' '  Mr.  WeATBiMQToic  eommudicated  a  resolution 
ofjhe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohie,  request- 
ing their  Senators  and^  Representatives  in  Ccib- 
gress  to  Qse  their  exertions  ia  fafor  of  a.  law; 
providing  for  running  ^od  d%»ign$iting  thenorthV 
era  and  western  bouodtfry  lines  of  ^that  State ; 
ahK),  their  resohuioa  approving  the  vigilance  and 
promptitude  of  their  Representatives  jn  Congress' 
'ia'theif- seasonibln  arpplica.tioii  to  the  United 
States  far  a  sjuppfjr  of  itrms  fer  thft  -ase^of  tbe  . 
fDititia  of  that  Braie ;  and,  if  the.'  obijec^  is  not 
yet  obtained^  reqnestitig'  them  to  eontinae  their 
exVtioas  ta  procure  the  same^  aad  the  cesola- 
tions^were^read.  '• 

Mr.  If^OTO-'pnaeat'ed  *  rtie  petition  of  Heaty 
Hubbard,  'of  the  city  pf  New  York|  merehaat, 
stating,  that -he  has-a  vary  iargt.  sam  of  money 
due  to  him  froAya  planter  in  th^  British  ooi«oy 
of  Demararai  arising  from  debts  contracted  pti^t 
to  the  year  1907.  Tha^  in-  the  year  1810,  for  the 
pu^rpose  t>t^secBffiag  the  amoant  of  his  cUims^he 
went  to  Demarata;  and,  Icf  order  toaitfia  that 
object,  agfreed  xq  receive  payment  bv  shipments 
to  this  country  of  ihe  prodooe*  of  tVat  coloiiy. 
That,  by  the^j^restnt  laws^f  the  United  States, 
pobihitiag  impqrtatiaas  fiends^  British  colonic,  he 
i^^pr^rentMl  from  reeeiving  .payment  as  specified 
above^^aiid  pray.iag  'relief  ;•  and  the  petition  was 
read,aftd;reiieMred  to  the  camiDitteeto  whpm  was 
referred,  on  the  12th  of  November,  the  petitipn' 
.  of  J.  an4  firt  Phillips  andiorhersj,  to  consider  Aad 
export  xiwreon  by  btU  or.et|^erwise. 

Mr.  Btaa  presented  the  petition  of  Thomtis 
Streshly  and  William  Sireshiy.  formerly  aollect- 
ors  of  the  excise  iu  the  State  or  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing ComrmisdloA&rs  ,may  he  Appointed  to  settle 
their  aceoaota  wit|^  the  United  Stupes,*  on 'eqtxita- ' 
bk  principles^  er  that  th^  may  be  allowed  cet- 
taitt  credttfiT exhibited  by  them,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large itt'^the  petition ;  \ifhich  was  read  and  re« 
^ened  ten  select  committee,  tp,  consider  andr^ 
pprt'.thep^onr  by  bill'  i|p  6vberwtse  j  and  Messrs. 
]|fBB,'BATAJio,aiid  HoadBT,  irere  appointed  the 
tommttiee/ 


Tuesday,  January  7. 

Mr.  tiiiTB,>^of  Ma/yland,  from  the  commiitte . 
to  whom  WW  referred  so  much  of  the  Bdeoagift  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  (he 
eta^ioiis  Isod  infractions  of  the  cami&veial  i^^s 
thertof,  repoirttedy  ta  paft,.%  hill  in  addition  to  th^ 
act,  (Hititled  ^An.aet  sappleaftsntary .  to  the  act; 
entitled  'AdTactconoeraing  the  commefeial  tatet^ 
coarse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purphset;'*  and  the  bill  watt  read,  and 
passed  to  the  s^'opd  readkig. 

Mr.  VAayinir  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Cotts-aad  others,  iahabiunts  of  the  towns  of  Kit- 
tWy,  Elliot,  and  Bervriek,  in,  the  Staie  of  Maesa- 
ehfUej^  pt^yi^g  the  bill  to  annex  the  towas  of 
tttterjr,  fillio't,  and  Berwick,  ta  the  distnct-of 
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Portyrooutb,  peAdiag  before  the  S«iAle,  maj  not 
pass,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  tiiifr  p^ilion  j, 
which  was  read,  ai^^  referred  id  the  committee 
appointed  the^  9tb  of  D^cembft  last^  to  consider 
.the  hill  mentionod  in;  the  petltjoo,  and  report 
thereon, 


t>Hl,  entitled  "Ai^  act  lo  r^ise  ait  additipp^l.piili- 
tary  force:''  and,,on.  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
aoiekuiibeot  to  t^e  first  sectioo,  in  the^  following 
Words:'     .  .    '    *  '  s 

'  *\  Pnwided,  however,  Tjiat  comini^sioped  oncers  &t 
«ix  only  of  Uie  gaidT^^imttntsahalibe  appointed,  un- 


A. message  from  the  Hpuse  of  Eepresentatives    til  three*feiuths  of  the  privates  requisite  to  complete 


infornied  the  Sen»t^  that  thejHpuse  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  Au  ^eL  to  raise  nn-  additfonal 
iBilitar  y  foteef^  with  am  end  meats,  hi  wjiieh  they 
desire  the  pooeiirrenceof  the  Seiiate.  -  ■•  .. 

•  '  TiiejiiBendments'bf  ihe  Hbuseof-Rep^eiiefltlk* 
ttVeeto  the  bill,  enliU^tf'  "Ab-  act  toiaiee  ati  ad- 
ditional in  Hilary  fbrce,?'.  were  -read,  and  ordered 
to -Be  pEkited  ffaf  the  use  bf  the!  8eMte.  and  be^ 
made  tne  order  of  the  day  fo>.to«>moiTow.  * 
''  The  Senmte  reb'umed  the  bill,  enxitleli/^An'iiot; 
for  the  relief  /of  Jobii.  Baroh^m  f  and  resoli^d* 
<hat  the  bill  pass.     ' 

The  following  Message  wms  receivJMl  fiom  the 
PmisfnBNT  oi'  tSE  Unite o  States: 
.  7b  tke  Senmifiand  Houh  of-  '•    > 

R^uentaiinm qjf'the  Unked Statea .- 

•  I  lAy  before 'Oongrass»  for  their  hifoniMtion,  a  report' 
of  the  Director  of  Che  Mint*  «     .  '  .  ' 

•  .      JAMJBS  MADISON. 

jAVOAmv  7,  1312. 

And  the  Message  and  ^epoibt'  wese  rebdl 
'  Mr.  BviTii,  of  Maryland;  from  the  eommittee 
to  whoin  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Me^toge 
of  the  Pl-esident  bf  the  U(>ited  State*  as ^yejates^ 
16'the  eivisions'and  tnfraerions* of  the  conimvreial 
laws  thereof," reported^  in  part,  a'  biU'supplefWdn- 
tary  to, the'  act,  entitled  '^Ao  act  to^regulaie'.  the 
.collection  of  dnties  on  imports  ^d  tonnage ;"  and 
the  bill^as  read,  and  passed  tp  a  second  reiiding.' 


feuch  six  itgiments  have  bieen  enlisted,  when  the  com- 
missioned,  officers  for  the  reniaining  seven  regiments 
shall  be\app6iuted:"  \  '     , 

U  was  determined  jn  the  negaitive — yeas  3, 
nays^^a^  tollo.ws: 

¥%AS — Bflessti.  'Bradley,  Lainbert,  and  Smith,  of 
New  York.        \  '.,'••■ 

-  Nai 8^— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayaxd»  Bibb,  Oampbeli 
of  Tennessee,  Gutts,  <)ana,  Fr^nUui,  Gaillaid,  Oert- 
ipan,  Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hc^ell,  Han- 
ter,  Leib,  Lloyd»  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland* 
Tait,.  Taylor,  VarA^ais  and  Worthingtoif. 

Qo  th«  qifestioD,'to  ajpree  to  the  amcin^ment, ' 
by  adding  the  twenty-fiub  section^'in  tbe  follow- 
ing word;; :  •"    • 

.  «  Sscu  te.  And  be  it  further  entUted,  That  tKe  offir 
tiers  V^ho  may  be  appointed  in  vtrtne  of  this  act  shsfH 
respectively  oontinue  in  commission  during  audi  teni^ 
only*  ato'the  P<«yideot'8bafl  judge  requisite  for  the. 
public  eervice ;  atid.  that  it  shall  be  htw^il  for  the 
Frekident^  to  discharge,  the  whole, or  -any  part'  of -the 
"b^oops  which  B&ay  be  raised  under  the  aH^ritSF  of  this 
acti  ^hen^er  be  shall  iadga  ^e  •meaeure  potfsiatetJHl 


;W£in«E8DAYUaniuiry  8j 

'  The  bili  iftadditioti  to.t'he.«ct,.entUM  '^An 
act- snpplementtpy  to- jibe  aet,  eoiitled  *Aq  act 
coiicerni4ig  the  ^opimercial  interooursc  between 
the  United  Siatea  and  Grreai  Britain  t|od  Ff^nee,; 
•Q.d' their  ^epend^di^  and  %  otlier.  porposee," 
waa  read  the  seeond  time.* 

ThebiU  abpplenem^ry  to  the.aot^  entitled  "An 
a^t  to  regulate  the  collection  pf  duties  on  iaipons 
and  tonnage,^  was  xead  the  second  time. 

Mr.  WoBTQiNciroN,  from  the  com^iittee  t,o 
whom  was  referred-  the  bill, "entitled  "An  .act 
dtreclinff  the  t^rms  on  which4aBd»s9)d  at  pirfilic 
salie^  and  tiuif  revert  for  fatlorein  payment,  sh^ll 
again  be  sold.'!  reported  it  wit^oqt  amendment.. 
•  A  mcsaage  from,  the  House-of  Representatives, 
informed  t£e  Senate  that. the  Botise  ha?e,  passed 
a  bilk  entitled  **An  act  auihOrizri^g'tbe  paftfaaae 
oi  ordnanee  and  .Ordnjinee  stores,  camp  equipage, 
and  other  quartermaster's  atojpes  atod  smairarraMs;" 
also,  a  bliy entitled  >'An, act  to  empower  the  SeC' 
retary.of  the.'  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  case-  Of 
tbesbipBlizb  Aba,  belopgin^  to'Ezekiel  Uub- 
bel^'  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  ooaeurMnce 
of  the  Senate.  -  l!h^  hills,  lait  jneKkiicAed  weijb 
read,' and  pas^d  Co  the  secopd  readiof^  ^ 

The  Senate-proceeded  t6 -consider  the  M||CTd- 
nencs.  of  tbe  House  of -Repreee^tatiires  to  iJie 


with  the  pttbliE  weUkre  > 

'  It  was  determined  in  the  negatty^— y^s  1, 
hpyi^,a^  follows:  ' 

xxi-r-nM^.  Lambert. 

NiTs^Measrs.  Aodsnpn,  Bayatd,  Bibb*,  BraAey, 
eutta>  Dana^  FranJOiB,  Gaiilard,  Germaii,  Giles;, GiU 
tnan,  Gobdridi,  Hoisey,  HoweU,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lioyd, 
Ponia^'RobinsQiv  Smith  of  M^yland,  9mith  of  New 
York,  Tai^  Tayloc,  Vatnum«i  and  Worthington.  :  , 

Whereupon,' iK^iM«{,  That  the  Semite agre« 
to  all  the  amendmeiHs  to  the  said  bill  .except  io 
tb^  proviso  in  the  first- section,  ai^l  to  the  tbfee 
additiopal  sections;  to  which- they  disagree. 

The  pREsiDEi^T  comitian.ie4ted  the  report  of 
the  ^Secretary  for  the'  Department  of  the  Naty, 
invcoihplianee  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  ''Act  ' 
to,  regulate  and  fix  tl^e  compensation  of  jclerks^ 
p^s^ed,  the  2lBt  bf  Ajpril,  1606 ;"  also,  hie  report^ 
ooitiprehendingcbntractirmade  by  th'eNaVy  &e- 
partmient  during  the  year  1611  f  prepared  in'^obe^ 
dience  to  the  act^  enti;led  ^'  An  act  further  to 
amend  th«  several  acts  foir  the  e^taBltshment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,- and  Nary  De- 
partments."   And  thd  reports  were  feed.  > 


THtJKSOAX,.  January  Q," 
The  biU^  entitled  ^'  An  act  adthorizittf  the  par- 
chese  of  ordnance  «fid.' ordnaooe  -aftoresy-'cainp 
equina^,  and  elber  quattermadtFr's  stores  Had. 
.email  ermt,'^  wasretd  the  ^e6ond  time^aind  re- 
ierred  to  the  eojftinittecfb.whoa^'  was  referred, 
the 8th  of  November,  so  much  of  rbe  Mesnageof 
the  Prefident'of.tbe  United  States  ae  coaeeras 
the  relations  '  hot  ween  the  United'  States  ^aikd 
Pmonvaand'Orbat  Brit|ilo,  to  oonnder  and  report' 
'theeepfi.   •-    •  -        •  •    ^    »   •  * 
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Sbnatb. 


The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  case 
of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel 
Hubbel "  was  read  the  secpqd  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  k'eport 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Qoodricb^  Lloyd,  and 
Ahoerson,  were  appointed  the  eomtnittee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maf viand,*  from  the  committee 
to  whom  wai  referred  so  much  erf  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  the  erasions  and  infractions  qf  the  commer- 
cial laws  thereof,  reported,  in  part,  a  Kill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  ram,  taffia,  or  other  spir- 
iiaoQs  liquor,  distilled  from  sugar  caae,  sug^r,  or 
molasses,  during  the  centi nuance  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  coQcernine  the'  commercial  iivter- 
coarsebetinreenthe  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for 
other  purposes."  And  the  bill,  was  read,  and 
passed  to  tjhe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled^' An  act  directing  the 
terms  on  which  lands  sold  at  public,  sale,  and  that 
revert  lot  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold." 
Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading.  ■ 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bilh  in  addition  to  the'  act,  entitled 
^'Ao  act  snpplemenxary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  concei*nin^  the  Qommerciat  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,'  and  their  dependenjcies,  and  for  other 
purposes  j"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  it  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du' 
ties  on  imports  and  tonnage ',  and  the  bill,  was 
amended;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  it 
was  ag'reedthat  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  the  prder  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


Friday,  January  10. 

A  message  frpm  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  «he  Senate  that  the  Houae  recede  from 
all  their  amendments,  disagreed  t&  by  the  Senatei 
10  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,"  except  the  second  of  the  new 
sections  proposed,  oa  which  they  insist. 

The  Seoafie  proceeded  to  cpoaider  the  aoiesd- 
meat  to  the  aaid  bill^  insisted  on  by  the  House 
of  Represeatatives}  and,  on  motion,  liy  Mr.  Popb, 
tbe  Senate  receded  from  their  disagreement  to 
Uie  said  mmendment,  and  agreed  thereto^ 

The  PnEsiDENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Nary,  op  the 
subject  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read.  / 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum, 
taffia,  or  bther  spirituous  liquor,  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  act,  entitled  *^  An  act  concerning 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes^"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

12th  Con.  1st  Sess. — 4 


The  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  directing  the  terma 
on  which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that  rerert 
for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin, 

Ordered,  Thatthe  bill  for  apprqpriatiflg  a  sum 
of  mon^y  for  procuring  munitions  of  war,  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
bill,  and  who  have  unde^  consideration  the  hill 
from  the  House  of  Representatiyes  en  the  same 
subject,  further  to  consider  a^d  report  tbereoi^.  ' 

Monday,  January  18. 

Mr.  CiLEs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp' 
jequipage,  and  other  quartermaster's  stores  and  ' 
aman  arms,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr^  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  John  Bio- 
ren  and  others,  on  printing  the  laws  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  upon  conditions  therein  stated )  and 
the  mjHnorial  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise  i  and  Messrs.  Leib,  Gk>0DRicB,  and 
HoRBBT  were  appointed  the  coibniiKee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole)  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  supplemenury  to  the  act,  entitled  ^Ac 
act  concerninji;  the  coiiimercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Brimin  and 
France,  ^nd  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes;', "and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pro- 
posed' an  amendment  to  the  bill;  which  was 
read ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
together  with  the  amendmeat,  be  postponed  to, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for^  Wednes- 
daynext. 

The  Senate  resumed,  its  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties Ota  imports  and'  tonnasre;  and  Mr  Llotd, 
proposed  an  amendAient  to  toe  bill ;  apd,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  ofthe  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  postponed  to,  and  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ^of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
ram,  taffia, or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
^ugaf-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  t^e  act,  entitled  *'An  act  concerninfi^ 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependences,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
a  statemeni  of  the  quantity  of  rum  imported  into 
the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember' 30th,  1811 ;  where  imported  and  from 
whence ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  until  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion^.byMr.  Giles,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and  other  quarter- 
master's stores  and  smalf  arms,"  was  read  the 
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third  time  by  uDantmous  consent.  On  the  que^ 
tioD,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  aflSrmative-^yeas  32,  as  follows: 

Messn.  Sibb,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Dana, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Horaej,  HoUrell^  Kuntei,  Lambert,  I^,  Lloyd,  Pope, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait»  Yamum,  and  Worth- 
ingrton. 

So  it  was  unanimonsly  resoWed  that  this  bill 
papi.  ■ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  North  Carolina  district;''  in  which  bill  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read;  and  passed  to 
th6  second  reading. 


TuBSDAT,  January  14. . 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the .  Treasury^ 
exhibition  the  suras  respectively  paid  to  each 
'clerk  in  the  several  offices  6f  that  department  for 
services  rendered  in  the  year  1811^  made  io'obe- 
dience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21, 
1806,  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  North  Carolina  di^rict,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  eeleet  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  -thereon ;  and  Messi^si 
Franklin,  fioRdEY,  and  Llotd,  were  appointed 
the  committee.  ' 

Weonesday,  January  15. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General  relative ,  to  public  con- 
tracts ;  also,  on  the  salaries  allowed  to'the  clerks 
of  that  department  during  the  year  1811 ;  ai^d 
the  reports  were  severally  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum, 
faffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
sugarrcane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  t^e  contin- 
aance  of  the  9ct,  entitled-  *^  An  aot  concerning 
the  eontimercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Briuin  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together 
with  the- amendment  proposed  thereto;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  tbe  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  No;th  Carolina  district,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

Thursday,  January  16. 
The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 


for  the  North  Carolina  district,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PresideIit  of  the  Unitbd  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Houeeof 

RepreeentaHvee  0/  the  United  StaUe  .• 
.  I  commimicaie  to  Oongnsss  a  Tetter  fifote  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  ^te^  wiih  the  answer  of 
the  latter.  >         ' 

The  continued  i}vid^nce  afforded  hi  this  cortespond- 
ence,  of  the  hostiTe  policy  of  the  British  GoTernment 
against  etir  national  rights^  strengthens  the  conaidera- 
tioiis /recommending  and  urging  the  preparation  of 
adequate  means  for  maintaining  them. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WASHiiroTOxr,  January  IB,  1812. 

Tbe  Message  and'  documents  enclosed  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
deferred,  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
a»  concerns  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  France  arfd  Great  Britain,  to  consider 
and  repprt  thereon ;  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Messa^re  was  also  received  from 
the  Prebioent  of  the  Uniteo  States  : 
To  th^  Senate  and  Houeeof 

Representaiiveai  of  tie  United  States  i 

1  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  coptingent 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1811,  incur- 
red on  the  occasion  of  taking  possession  ot  the  territorj 
limited  eastwardly  by  the  rivei  Perdidoi  and  amount- 
ing to. three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-six 
dollars. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Wasbifgtoit,  January  15,  1812. 

The  Message  and  account  therein  referred  to 
Were  read.  ' 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  or  the  United  States  : 
7h  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States.- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  veport  of  the  Saetetary  of 
State  complying  with  their  lesolntton  of  the  16th  of 
November.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Jakuabt  16, 181S. 

*  D)ivAaTMBn  or  Svats,' J«i«'  10,  ISIt. 

The  Seenstar^  of  Slate,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
f  esolution  of  the  Senate  requeetiog  mlbrinat&Dn  on  cer- 
tain poittU  res^ting  the  trade  of  the  United  StaSsm  to 
Francot  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Preaident  that 
he  has  examined  the  file^  of  thii  Departnent,  and  foimd  . 
no  precise  information  on  the  anbject  of  the  said^reeo- 
lution,  which  hse  not  been  heretofore  oommanicatod  to 
Congress.  That,  in  consequence  thereofi,  he  applied 
to  the  French  Minister  for  the  requisite  informafioB, 
who,  not  poMessing  it,  referred  the  application  to  the 
Consul  General  of  France,  from  whom,  as  yet,  nothing 
has  been  received,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the 
accompanying  letters,  marked  A  and  D. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  it  is  generallj  un- 
derstood, as  well  from  the  letters  of  Mr.'Russell,  com- 
municated to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  as  from  other  sources,  tiiat  the  trado 
of  the  United  States  to  France  is  sabjected  to  rezj 
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.  severe  restrictions ;  bat  the  precise  extent  and  nature 
of  them  is  not  distinctly  known  to  this  Departmeiiti 
The  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Paris  embracing  this  as  well  as  other  subjects,  com- 
munications from  that  source  may  soon  furnish  more 
particular  information.  An  Expectation  of  the  speedy 
arfivalof  despatches  ffom:France,  together  with  a  hope 
that  the  French 'Consul  General  would,  have  been  ena- 
bled to  throw  some  Hght  upon  the  inquiry,  have  eaused 
the  poatponement  of  Ihis  re^rt  uati]  the  present  time. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

A.     "        •        " 
D^pxhVmbitt  07  STATx/Jbn.  4, 18ll 

Sim :  When  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
a  copy,  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  18th  of  November  last,  asking  informa- 
tion as  to  the 'commercial  regulations  of  France,  as  they 
applied  to  the  trade  of  .this  country,  you  told  md  that 
it  was  not  then  in  your  power  to  give  precise  inform- 
ation aato  these  regulations^  but  that  you  would  obtain 
it  fbr  Ine  from  MV.  Les^lier,  Hia  Imperial  Majesty's 
CoiMnil  General  In  PhiUdelpbia.  I  have  now  the  faonOjr 
tQ  iaqoire  wliethei;  Mr.XeacalKer'haa  niade  «  Feport  |o 
you  4n  this  subject ;  irtd  if  he  has,  ti^  reddest  tbat  ^u 
will  iurtiiBh  me  with  tile  result,  as  soon  as*  joujr  con* 
vanienee  will  permit*.   I  have  the  honor,  ^bH% 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  SamAumiiA,  dtc 


6i»: 


B. 
WAsnuraTOirr  tAviiiMry  6,  181S.' 
The  docnmenta  for 'which  the  Senate,  called 


npon  yon  not  being  in  mf  poeseseiMi,  in  oonsi^nenee 
of  the  desire  yon  manifested  to  obWn  them  from  die, 
I  charged  theConaul'General  to  procure  Ihefp  for  kne. 
I  haTO  Dot>et  received  bis  answer,  it  would  not  be 
extraordinary  if  Mr.  Lescallier  sliould  not  have  the 
tari^  inasmuch  as  It  is  of  fittie  ose  to  the  French  in 
this  country^  J3ut  I- Wrote  to  Parii:  at  the  time 'of  our 
first  conversation  on  ,this  subject. 

I  will  immediately  ren^w  my  application  to  the  Con-. 
an!  General,  and  from  whatever  source)  may  derive  the 
information  required,  I  will  hasten  to  transiAit  it  to  you. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  receive  the  tosurmnce  of  ny  high 
cotirfderation. 

The  Minister  of  France:  SERRtfRIBR. 

Mr.  MojraoXf  dec. 

The  Miesaage  aa(}  report  were  read. 

^  FbiiuTv  Janaary  17. 

MKBradlby,  from  the  eommittee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Moses  Aas^in  and  John  R. 
Jones,  reported  a  bill  to  iocorporate  Mosea  Aus- 
tin, John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
inp  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana' 
Lead  Company  i  and  the  bill  was  rea^,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading; 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  President- 
of  the  Umted  States  to  accept  ana  organize  .Cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps ;"  in.  Which  they 
request  the  concutreuce  of  the  Senate.  T.he^r. 
have  passed  the  bill  seat  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  quarter- 


master'8departmeDt,''withamendmentsi  in  which 
thev  request  the  concurrenc.e  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
were  read  ;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  foe  the  use 
of  tlie  Senate.    . 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
'  On  moiiouj  tbe  bill  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Fbanklin,  yAR7; 
NCM,  Anoebson,  BfiAriLBY,  Bud  Smitb  of  Mary- 
iaind,-  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  QooDBicB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  reftrred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  empow* 
er  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the 
case  of  the.ship  Eliza  Ann,  betonsing'to.Ezekiel 
Hubbel,'^  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
\(rere  read; 

The  following  Menage  was  received  (rom  the 
Presidewt  op  the  UNrTED  States  :  • 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  . 

MepreMentaiivet  of  the  United  States .' 

I  lay  before.  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter. 
.    JAMES  MADISON. 

WASHiyoToy,  January  17,  1812. 

jThe  Meaaage  and  .doeuments  enclosed  were 
read. 

MoNOAT,  January  20. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  in  a  com- 
pany, wtfs  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  hy  the  H^use  of  Representatives  to 
the  billf  Entitled  "Ad  act  foe  the  establishment 
of  C(  quartermaster's  department;"  and  the  fur-' 
tber  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  iot^  Wednesday  next. 

TcBSDAy,  January  21. 

The  pRBmnfilfT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  lor  the  Departiqent  of  the  Treasury^ 
agi*eeably  to  the  resolution  Of  the  Senate  of  tlie 
ISth  itaMan^  "  requiring  a  statement  of  the  quao^ 
tity  .of  ram  imported  Into  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  year  eodihg- September  30, 1810;"  and, 
the  report  was  read.         ■ 

The  P^EsibBNT  also  communicated  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  la 
compliance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  passed 
the  21st  of  April,  1806,  exhibiting  the  names  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  the  Department  in  the 
year  1811,. with  the  sums  allowed  to  each;  and 
the  report  was  r.ead. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  tb  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto ;"  and,  on  the  ques* 
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tioD  to  agree  to  the  amendmeDt  to'be  inserted  at 
the  end  of  the  fourteentb  lipe,  in  the  foUowiDg 
words  :'*  unless  the  claimant  or  claimants  shall 
'  Solemnly  swear,  or  afBrm,  before  the  collector  of 
'  the  port  where  tjie  property  may  ()e,  •  that  the 

*  invoice  or  invoices  have  neither  been  received 
'  by  him  or  tbeiO}  nor  by  any  other  person  for  his 

*  or  their  use  or  behalf:"  it  was  determined  in. 
the  affirmative— yeas  21,  nays  1,  as  follows: 

Teas— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bradley,  Ctttts,  Franklin,  Gail-. 
Urd,  German,  Gilman, .  Goodrich,'  lEIortey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  LamlliNert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Ree^v  Smith  of  Arlary- 
land.  Smith  of  New  York,' Tail,  Taylor,  Yamnm,  and 
Worthington.  \,  '        » 

Nat — Mr.  Oamffbell,  of  Tennessee; 

And  the  bill  having;  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accoKdingly: 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engro^d,  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deterintned 
in  the  affirmative.  ' 

The  Senate,  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of.  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  empower  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  case 
of  the  ship  EHza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel  Hub- 
bel,''  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto .  by  •  )he  select  committee;  and  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presidemt  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  bill  Iq  prohibit  ibe  importation  of 
irum,  taffia,'  or  other  spirituous .  liquor  distilled 
from  the  sugar  cane,  sugar,  or  moUsseSi  during 
the  continuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France^and 
their  decadencies,  and  for  other  purposes,''  be 
made  the  order  ofthe  day  ibr  to  morrow. 

Mr. 'Bradley,  from  the- committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Hazvn,  jre* 
ported  a  ''bill  supplementary  to  th^  act,  entitled 
''An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri- 
ated for  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;"  which  was  passed 
to  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Rbed  submitted  the  following  motion  fox 
consideration:    ^ 

Bemkedr  That  the  Secretary  of  the  treasoiy  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement,  so  far 
aa  the  same  may  be  practicable,  exhibiting  the  num^r 
of  8hi|M  and  vesseLi,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage,  and 
the  several  kinds  of  metchandise,  being  of  the  grovrth, 
panodnce,  or  ma^tt&cture  of  the-  United  Stat^  or  Ter- 
ritories thereof,  exported  £rom  thence  to  any  port  or 
place  in  France  subsequent  to  the  repeal  ofthe  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  ;  stating  distinctly  the  duties  pay- 
able in  the  porta  of  France  on  each  article,  before  and 
since  the  repeal  of  said  decrees. 

Wednesday,  January  .22. 
l^he  bill  supplememeniary  to  ;h«  act,  entitled 
'*An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri- 
ated for  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces 


of  Canada  and  NovA  Scotia,"  was  read  the' sec- 
ond time. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  em- 
power the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decid.e-ba 
the  case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Attn^  belonging  to  Eze- 
kiel  Hubl)el/'  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
Was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Resoboedj  That,  this  bill  pass  with  amendments^, 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^^Ab  act  to  empower 
the  Secretary  of  *the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the 
ca^e  of  the 'ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel 
Hubbei,  and  th^  case  of  the  ship  Marv  and  Fian- 
ces, belonging  to  NMbaniel  Goddard." 

Mr., Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reoorted  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *\Ah  act  to 
regulate  the  ooll^ction  of  duties  on  importaf  and 
^onnaee,'.'  correctly  engrossed' ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  considenitioa 
thereof  postponed  until  Monday  next.  ^ 

Mc-  FftAificuN  communicated  a  letter  from  the . 
Governor  of  .the  State  of  North  Carolina,  wilh 
a9  authenticated  copy  of  in  aet  of  thp  General ' 
Assembly  of  that  State,  ratifying,  an  amend mbol 
to  the  Consthutron  of  the  United  States,  proposed 
by  Coirgress .  to  the  Legislatures  of  ihe  several 
States,  relative  to  titles  of  nobility  \  andthe  letter 
and  act  were  read. 

Mr,  BAYABD/from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  Juseful  arts  by  seeur- 
Ing,  for  a  limited  time,  to  inventors,  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  their  respective  diseoreries^ 
and  the.tbiil  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
iceading.  , 

The  Sepete  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day by  Mr..  Rbed  ;  and  the  motion  having  been 
amended;  the  further  consideration  (hereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
the  second  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  follQ wing  Messag/s  was  received  from  the 

FRESIDENf  OP  THE  UmITEO  StATE8< 

To  ihc  Senate  and  House  of 

R^68entatii>eeoftheUnUedStaie9.- 
At  the  request  of  the  Legislathre  of  New  Jersey,  I 
oommofiicate  to  Congress  copies  of  its  resolutions  trans- 
mitte4  by  the  Governor  of  that  State. 

-     JAMES  MADISON.. 
JaxvAbt  29,  1812. 

The  Message  and  resdutiona  therein'  referred 
to  were  read. 

TfiVKSDAY,  January  33.  r 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the-  House  of  Representatives  to . 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  quartermaster's  department ;''  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was.  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

'  The  Senate  resuined,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the.  1)111  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
"  Ah  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  iAn 
act  concerning  the  commereial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  ^nd  Great  Britain  and 
FrUnce,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
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poses,'' together  with  the  ametidxrient  proposed; 
and,  Dayiof  agr£^d  thereto;  the;  President  re^ 
ported  the  bid  to  the  Hoase  accordingly.  ' 

Oq  the  question,  ph^H  this  bill  be  engro^ed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  •  ' 

,The  Senate  resumed^  as  hi  Committee  of  the 
Wholeijhe  bill  to  prohil^it  the  importation  pf 
mm,  tama,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
suga^-cane.  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  coaUQ- 
iiance  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  aqt  concerning 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Gieix  Britain  and  Frai^ce,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Bresident  reported  it 
to  the  tlouse  accordingly*    .  ' 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative,  '  '    • 

*  '         Prioay,  January  24.-     ■ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of,  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  biir,  entitled  ^' An  act  for  theestabtishment  gf 
a  quartermaster's  departmei^t ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  promote  the  procuress  bf-science  and' 
useful  arts  by  securing,  for  a  limited  time,  to  fh- 
yentorif,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
•discoveries;,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  made 
the  order  of  th'^  day  for  Monday  next< 

Mi.  GilmaM)  from  the  committee,  reported  ^he 
bill  in  addition  to  the  aet^  entitled  '^  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act^  entitled  ^  An  act  concern- 
vas  the  commercialintercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  apd  Cfreat  Briuin  and  France,  and 
Ibeir  dependencies,  and  fol*  other  purposes,"  cor- 
rectly engrossed.  And^oa  motion  by  Mr.  Llotd^ 
the  further  con^ideratfon*  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Tuesday  next.  .     ' 

Mr.  Lloyo  presented  the  memorial  of  Board- 
man  and.  Pop^,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  9^d  jresidents  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  representing  that  ibey  are  owners 
of  the  ship  America^  Hero  and  her  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  the  products  Of  India,  purchased  at 
Madras  and'  Calcutta,  not  beiqg  informed  of  the 
passing  and  enforcem^t  of  ^he  non-importation, 
act,  by  which  their  said  ship,  with  her  csir^o,  is 
now  prohibited  from  entering  the  jports  of  the 
United  States;  and  prayins  she  may  be  permitted 
to  return  to  Boston  witk  her  cargo,  for  reasons 
stated,  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
26th  of  November,  on  the  memorial  of  Howard, 
Fitch,  and  Lloyd^  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

MoNOAT,  January  27. 

'Mr.  AaAntEY,  from,  the  committee  to  whom 

was  referred  the  bilt^  entitled  *' An  actio  continne 

in  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the 

act,  entitled*  An jaet  further  to  proteet  the  torn-. 


faexee  and  seamen  of  the  United  Sti^tes  against 
the  Barbary  Powers,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  wsfs  ordered' to  the  thjrd 
reading. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  Udited  States  to  accept  and 
organize  certain  yolunteer  military  corps,"  re- 
pqfted  the  bill  with '  amendments ;  which  were 
read,  and  the  furth^  consideration  thereof  made 
the  order  of  the  day  fo|r  to-morrOw. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Trustees 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  Steamboat 
Company,- reported  a  bill  respebting  the  etiroiling 
and  licensing  of  steamboats;  and  the  bill  wasread, 
and  passed  to.rhe  second  reading. 

The  Set\ate  resum,ed.the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supfrlementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Aei  to 
regulate  the  eoilection.  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage."  }  „ 

.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayaro,  the  bill  was  re- 
cmnmiited  \q  a  select  cotaimhtee,  further  td  con- 
sider and  report  .thereon  ;  ahd  Messrs.  B  a  yard, 
lii^OYo,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  com- 
miHee.; 

The  Senate  resnme<f  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  ,en titled  "  An  act  for  tbre  establishment  of 
a  quartermaster's  department." 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  bill,  together  with 
the  amendments,  was  Recommitted  to  a  select 
cominittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
MwOssrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Giles,  and  Leib, 
were  appointed  the  committee.  ' 

'  The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the*Becret^y  for^l^  Pepkrtment  of  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  moneys  expended 
duiing  the  year  1811,  for  the  discharge  of  miscel- 
laneous daima.not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  a 
statement  of  the  contracts  tnade  duripg  that  year, 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  the  letter  andaccomjmnying  doc- 
uments were  read. 

Tuesday,  January  28. 

The  bill  respecting  the  enrolling  and  licensing 
of  steamboats  was  read  the  secbncrtime. 

*Th^  Senate  resumed  the*  consideration  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
premenrtary  to  the  act.  entitled  '  An  act  coaeern- 
ing  the  commercial  intercourse. between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,'  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon* 
day  ip  ^une  next,  it  was  determinea  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas  10^  nays  19,  a^lbllows: 

YxASr-Messrs.'  Bayard,  Bradley,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Huntlar,  Uoyd,  Reed,  and  Tait 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb^  Condit,  Cravrfoid, 
Fraxiklin,  Oaillardt  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  Tunier,  Vlraum,  and  Worthing^n. 
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Od  motion,  ^y  Mr.  Llovd,  to  postpone  the  far* 
ther  considertetioD  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday 
ID  March  ni'it,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
t'pre — yeas  37,  nays  2,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Me«n.  Anderson,  Bayard,  "Bibb,  Bradfoy, 
Con^t,  Craw£>rd,  Cottsy  Fjcanklin,  Gaillard,- German » 
Giles,  Gilmaa,  Goodrich*  QreggrHoney,  HoweU,  Hnn^ 
ter,  I^tmbert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Tomer. 

Nats — Messrs.  Varnum  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTOif,  from  the  comipittee  ap- 
pointed op  the  so  Inject,  reported  a  bjill  establish* 
iDg  a  land  offiee;  and  toe  bill  was  read,  aad 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled."  An  act  to  epntione  in  force 
for  a  further  tim^  the  $rst  sedition  of  the  act,jeD* 
titled  *  An  act  ful-ther  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  fitr- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time,  am]  passed. 

The  Senare  fes«med,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  .the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
ftct  authorizing  the  Priesident  of  the  United  Stated 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  Voluyteer  military 
covps,^'  togeAier  with  the  amendments-  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  «nd  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the.  day  for,  to-morrow. 
•  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlst,  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  cegulallag 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees 
from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  Mi  NoVa 
Scotia,^'  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
farther  to  consideic  nnd  report tbeiseon;  andMessrs. 
BRADLBTjFaANKLiN^and  Obbgg,  were  appointe^d 
the  commmee. 

Wednesday,  January  29. 

The  bill  establishing  a  land  office  was  read  the' 
second  lime.*   '    ' 

A  message  from  the  Hou^e  of  Representative^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  passed 
the  bill,  entitled*' An  act' concerniog  the. Naval 
Establishment,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Leib] presented  tb^. memorial  df  Matthew 
M'Connell  and  others,  a  committee  on  behalf  of 
the  surviving  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of 
the  Revolotiooary  army,  praying,  the  immediffte 
decision  of  Congress. on  tlie  application  of  the 
aaid  officers  for  remuneration  for  services  during 
the  said  war ;  and  the  memorial  was  read.   • 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  enhiled  '*  An 
act  autnorizingthe  President  of  the  United  States: 
to  accept  and  organize  certaio  volunteer  military 
corps,"  togAher  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  rose  and  opposed  at  length  the  bill 
as  it  canae  from  the  House,  reserving  to.  himself 
tbe  privilege  of  acting  on  the  proposed  amend" 
ment  according,  to  the  result  c^  further  reflections. 
He  believed  the  bill  would  be  piroductive  of  no 
practical  efficacy.  It  proposed  atorcewhich  could 


not  be  raised ;  and  if  raised,  from  the  short  period 
of  its  service,  in  the  event  of  serious  hostilities, 
would  be  utterly  incompetent  to  effect  the  objects 
of  4hpse  hostilities.  The  bill  would  be.  inopera- 
tive^ because,  in  the  Slates  of  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont,  (and  be  pr^umed  in  other  States,)  no 
power  or  provision  existed  by  which  these  vol- 
unteers' could  be  commissioned,  so  as  to  perform 
the  contemplated  service ;  and  if  the  Government 
we/e  deprived  of  the  volunteers  in  Massachusetts 
and  Vermont,  be  did  not  know  where  they  could 
Qbtain  volunteers  for  the  object  which  he  believed 
all  branches  of  the  Government  had  in  ^iew.  He 
presumed^  that  the  system  of  volunteers  was  the 
favorite  system  of  the  Government;  and  this  be 
inferred  from  their  having  recommended  to  the 
other  House  the  raising  otteii  thousand  regulars 
only,  and  from,  the  Message  of  thePresident.  sent 
in  alter  both  Houses  had  passed  the  bill  for  rais- 
ing twenty-five  thousand  regulars,  and  communi- 
cating the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Foster  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  as  a  ground  for  Urging  Coogre^  to 
peraevere  in  the  preparations  they  were  engaged 
m  making. .  f  he. President  must,  therefore,  have 
deemed  a' volunteer  force  esseptial  for  the  con- 
templated service.  And  here  he  observed  be 
thought^  if  his  correspondence  with  the  British 
Envov,  whic.h  afforded  evidence  of  "coixtinued 
hostility''  towards  us,  fj^rnished  matter  of  suffi- 
ci^t  importance  to  press.upon  Congress  the  util- 
ity of  hastening  their  measures  of  preparation, 
tha^t  the  other  business  of  the  Department  of  State 
might  have  been  allowed  to  repose,  long  enough 
for  a  reply  to  have  been  mad^  to  Mr.  Foster,  be- 
fore nearly  a  montijt  had  elapsed  after  the  date  of 
his  letter;  He  did  not  advert  to  this  circumstance 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  this  Government: 
he  should  always  treat  them  with  the  highest 
respect.  He  should  prefer  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  the  Volunteers  to  twenty-five  thousand, 
rather  thanlthe  retention  of  the  fifty  thousand, 
because  it  would  increase  the  momentum  61  ac- 
tuail  force,  ^nd  decrease  the  eatpenses,  about  which 
so  much*  has  been  said.  Surely,  he  said,  he  did 
not  mean  that  it  would  not  increase  the  momen- 
tum of  force  proposed  by  the  other  House,  but  that 
proposed  by  the  Executive,'  The  Ejtecutive  had 
asked  for  ten  thousand^  regulars,  and  fifty  thou- 
sand.vblunteers — in  all,  sixty  thousand  men.  The 
other  House  had  agreed  to  give  him  eighty-five 
thousands  The  proposed  amendment  would, 
there]  ore.  bring  the  quantum  of  force  down  near- 
ly to  the  executive  requisition.  But  the  bill  pro- 
posed a  force  which  would  be  utterly  inefficient, 
as  ali'oth^  volunteer  bias  had  been.  The  returns 
under  the  thirty  thousand  volunteer  law,  passed 
two  or  three  years  ago,  were  so  few,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  did  not  register  them.  He  asked, 
how  efficient  could  that  species  of  force  be,  of 
which  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  have  a  record  kept !  It  was  only  a  for- 
midable displav  of  armies  on  paper — a  tender  of 
services — wnicn  only  produced  very  h^ndaome 
replies  from  the  President.  He  did  not  censure 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  President ;  very  far 
iiom  rtj  the  defect  ha().  be«&  in  the  law.    He  beg- 
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fa  war  should  ensue,  it  must  be  a  serious  oae» 
The  responsibility  aitaehed  to  Congress  of  placing 
an  adequate  force  in*  the  hands  of  the.  President 
for  the  war^  But,  if  4hey  passed  a  law  which 
would  girt  the  .President  oitly  a  nominal  force, 
•totafly  incompetent  to  effect  any  desirable  ofaiec^ 
he,  for  one,  should  be  unxi^illing  to  take  any  share 
of  rtespon  si  bill  I  y  on  himself. 

Mr.  G.  said,  ^e  bad  been  reproached  the  other 
day  with  a  preference  of  regulars  lo  volunteers; 
aiid  volunteers  w^re  said  to* be  more  congenial  {o 
the  Constitution  than  regular  armies.  He  said 
that  volunteers  were  not  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
stitution at  all — they  had  never  been  recommend- 
ed by  General  Washingtoi^,  and  no  law  had  been 
passed/to  raise  volunteers,  until  the  yeat  after  th{tt 
great  man  left,  the  Administration.  ^They  were 
an  inyention,  a'  theory  of  modern  tiaysi  The 
Constitution  bad  .authorized  armies  without  re- 
striction ;  the  only  restrjcrioji  at  ]ea.st,  was  to  the 
time  for  which  appropriati(ui  for  their  support 
could  be  made.  And  with  respect  to, the  assertion 
•that  the  Constitotion  n&v^r  meant  t6  sanation  the 
idea  of  otfensive  war,  he  asked  whether  it  coui^ 
not,  for  one  moment,  be  supposed  that  the  wise  fra- 
mers  of  that  instrument,  knew  that  CAtoada  and 
Florida  existed  on  our  borders?  He  said  those  vir- 
tuous and  pathotic  men  had  foo  niuch  wisdom 
to  restrict  Congress  to  defensive  war.  The  .idea' 
was  absurd ;  it  was  one  of  die  fruitful  vtsiooarv 
notions  of  the  day.  Mr.  G.  objected  to  tLis  bill^ 
because  he  fearad  it  was  intended  to  supersede  the 
ariny.  Before  he  proceeded  to  demonstrate  its 
iDeffiQiency,and  the  impolicy  of  short  enlistments, 
he  woufd  notice  one  or  two  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  proceedings  at  this  session.  He 
knew  that  the  world  had  £en  very  busy  in  ascri- 
bing to  him  motives  o£  hostjiitv  to  the  Adminis- 
tration. '  What  was  the  fact?  -The  naeasures 
which  he  had  advocated  would  prMect  the  Ad- 
ministration.' The  time,  was  coming  when  its 
character  would  be  tested ;  and  sorely  e6^cieat 
measures*,  for  trying  times,  would  best  bring  its 
real  character  to  light.  -But  the  language  which, 
had  been,  indulged  in  abroad,  and  here  too,  was' 
calculated  to  subvert  the  freedom  of  disettssson 
atu(  deliberation  id  this  body.  If  a  legislature 
were  of  any  u$a  at, all,  it  was  to  exercise  its  oWb 
judgment,  and  aid  the  other  funciiofiaries-of  the 
Grovernment,  according  to  the  best  result  of  that 

Iudgment,  formed  upoi^  a  mature  ^deliberation. 
>esert  the  standard  of  your  own  judgment,  Mr. 
Presideiit,  and  wh^re  will  you  find  fidelity  in  any 
other  standard  ?  You  are  always  certain  that  it 
is  faithful ;  but  you  are  not  t^o  with  respect  to  the 
judgment  of  your  friends.  He  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  subscribing  to  the  infailibility  of  any  men. 

Jf  atieh  doctrine  can  be  adopted  it.  was  only  ne- 
eeasary  for  this,  or  that  nan,  to  poinvto  his  fa- 
vorite meaaures,  and  they  iqusI  be  agreed  to, 
whether  right  or  wrongs  He  had  always  no* 
derslood  the  farorite  motto  of  the  R«pablieans  to 
be  ^'  Butasores  and  not  men,'^  hot  tliis  doctrine  is 
j(ow  inverted.  You  have  only  to  look  at  the  man^ 
and  applaud  or  condeaaa  the  measures.    The  man 


hinpself,  and  not  the  measares,  constitute  the  test 
of  their  wisdom.  He  never  would  abandon  him- 
self, to  such  a  principle ;  and  in  supporting  any 
mea&Qre,  should  follow  ihe  dictates  of  his  own 
iudgment,  if  he  stood  alone  and  Were  certain  of 
peing  overwhelmed  by  poprular  clainor.  ^  He  could 
rely  upon  his  own  judgment;  but  he  could  not 
upoo  popular  opinion,  wliich  wavas  variable  as 
the  wind.  But  though  he  had  thus  condemned 
th^  authority  of  names,  he  wou(d  shelter  himself 
under  a  great,  name,  on  tl^e  occasion.  In  his 
youthful  political  days,  he  did  not  now  hesitate  tb 
confess,  he  had  distruift^  General  Washington  as 
a  statesman,  he  had  never  doubled  his  patrioiisnii 
orhis  talents  as  a  soldier.  Bqt  when  he  had  felt  a 
want  of  confidence  in  this  great  man,  as  a  states- 
man, he  had  little  experience ;  he  was-surrounded 
by  visionary  theories  f  but  frob  further  experi- 
ence, further  informatioii,  and'  further  reflection, 
although  be  was  not  prepared  to  subscribe  to  all  the 
measures  of  (hat  gentleman's  admiiiietratioo,  he 
was  fearful  that,  '^  take  him  all  in  all,  we  shall  never 
see  his  like  again.'^ 

Here  ^Ir.  Q.  made- various  (juotations  from 
"  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,''  to  show  that 
from  the  commencement  \o  t^eend  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  out  illustrious  Commander-in-Chief 
was  convinced  of  the  fatal  inipolicy  of  short  en- 
listments ;  that  he  was  urgent  in  pressing  upon 
Congress  the  n^essity  ef  changing  their  plan,  in 
this  respect;  and  that  h^  imput^  the  loss  and 
failure  of  the  expedition  of  the  brave  Montgom- 
ery against  Ctuebec,  and  various  other  disasters, 
to  the  same  pernicious  principle  of  short  enlist- 
ments. Indeed,  said  Mc.  G.,  it  appears,  from  this 
history,  that  short  enlistments  of  our  regular 
troops  juid  very  nigh  strangled  our  independence 
in  its  cradle;  nothing  but  a  divine  interposition 
could  have  enabled  us,  under  all  Qtrcumstaoces,  to 
have  achieved  it«  He  treated  the.fears  of  danger 
to  our  liberties,  from  a  regular  focce  of  thirty-five 
thousand  men^as  perfectly  visionary;,  and  all  tbe 
quotations  which  bad  been  drawn  from  history  to 
show  the  dangers  of  standing  armies  were  inap- 
plicableto  th^ United  States,  pf  whom  could  our 
army  be.  composed  ?  Of  ofiicers  and  men  who 
were  born  and  raised  in  the  love  of  liberty ;  but, 
supposing  they  sbould  turn  their  'arms  against 
their  couAtry,  could  gentlemen  seriously  appre- 
hend so  much  .danger^  when  the  Uait.ed  States 
had  a  military  force  of  six  hundred  thousfind 
men,  with  arras  ro  their  hands?  Was  this  the 
case  with  the  States  of  Greece;  or  With  France, 
when  Bonaparte  nsorpad  the  Government  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  The  body  of  the  people  in  Greece 
wercskrves.  The  people  of  Fraace  did  not  un- 
dei^taad  what  libarty^  Was;  they  bad,  besides, 
seen  blood  stream  from  the  hMfinniiig  to  the 
end  of  the  Revolution ;  they  (hereiore  made  no  re- 
sistance to  usurpation  and  a  change  of  Gbvern- 
meot ;  they  had  no  arms  in  their  hands ;  the  Pari- 
sian mob  wer^  only  to  be  gained  nver  to  the  usnr- 
per^ttd  things  weresettled. 

[For  a  foil  report  of  this  speech  of  Mr.  Gilss, 
see  Supplemental  Speeches  at  the  end  of  the  toI- 
ume.] 


Ill 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


112 


Senate. 


Virginia  BetoUUions. 


F^BBCABY,  1812. 


TBcasDAiC,  Jtniiary  36. 

The  bill  entitled"*'  An  act  concerning  the-Nar 
yal  Establishment,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  was  read 
the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent^  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
•on  the  8th  of  November,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns 
the  relations  between  the  tlnited  States  and 
Orcat'Britain  and  France,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committed  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,'',  together,  with' the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the  bill 
having  been' amended^  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordmgly, ' 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be. read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  fesumed,  as  ii)  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of.  sci- 
ence at)d  aseful  arts,  by  securing,  for  a  limited 
time  to  inventors,  the  exclusive  rieht  to  their  re- 
spective discoveries;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. -Anderson, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thjomas  Corcoran  and  others,  citizens  of  Qeorze- 
town,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  staling  that 
they  bad  commenced  certain  improvements  in 
the  channel  oi  the  river  Potomstc,  near  that  town, 
but  that  they  were  impeded  in  their  progress  by 
a  legal  injunction,  on  suggestion  that  4hey  might 
do  injury  to  the  bridge  Utely'  erected  over  the 
aforementioned  river;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  constrained  to  lay  their  ease  a^ain  before 
Congress,  and  to  ask  their  interposition  and  re- 
lief; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  o|  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Anderson,  GreoGj  Goodrich,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  add  Bradley,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Friday,  January  31. 

The  Senate  resn^ied  the.consideration  of  th« 
bill  to  promote  the  proffress  of  science  and  the 
useful  arts,  by  aecuring,  for  a  limited  time,  to  in* 
▼entors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re6pe.etiv& 
discoveries.  And,  afttfr  debate,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
and  orffanize  certain  volunteer  military  corpsi" 
correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  wi^  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthinoton,  ^hai  the 


bill  be  recommitted^  it  was  determined  in  the 
i^egative. 

Besoloedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
meat. 


Monday,  February  3. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the 
contracts  mad'e  by  him  in  the  year  lSll,and  those 
made*  by  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  for  the 
bame  year;  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of 
tlbe  fifth  sectioo  of  the  act  of  the  31st  of  April, 
1808 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eniiiled'^An  act  making  appropriations  for 
tile  support  of  Govern  meat' for  the  year  1812;" 
also  a  bi{l,;entitled  "  An  acr  to^alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  .district  courts  i^ithia  and  for  the 
district  of  Connecticut;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  .the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
'  Tne  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op.thr  United  States: 

To  the  Smote  and  House  <>/  '     . 

Itepre$entai\ve»  of  the  United  States: 
1  lay,  before  Congress  a  report  of<  tKc  Secretazy  of 
the  Treasury,  contsining  a  statement  of  proceedings 
under  the  ''Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  iState  of  Maryland,  to 
'the  Sute  of  Ohio." 

JAME8  MADISON. 

.    FEB|irA9T  1,  1813. 

.  The  Message  and  papers  thereia  referred  to 
were  read*       ^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the' bill  to  promote  the 
prbgress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing, 
for  a  limited  .time,  to  inventors,  the  exclusive 
right  to  theiv  respeciive  discoveries;  and  the  bill 
was  further  amended.  '    ^  , 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS., 

The  President  laid  before  ji he  Senate  i,  letter 
from  the  Gk>vernor  of  Virgrnia,  commonicating 
the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
Commonwealth  on  certain  measures  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  connected  with  our  foreign  re- 
lations; which  were  read,  as  follows : 

Stati  or  ViRoiirxA,  Jan*  25,  1812. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  beheld,  with 
deep  sensibility,  the  flagrant  violations  which  the  great 
belligerents  pf  fibrope  have  practised  upon  the  rights 
of  iieutrality,  as  established  upon  the  prmciples  of  uni- 
versal law,  and  sanctioned  )>y  the  acquiescence  of  the 
whole  dviii^d  world  for  many  ages.  These  viblatioiis 
have  driven  sll  the  natioas'Of  BuDope  iato  a  war,  alike 
unexampled  in  its  ravages  and  its  oonseqaeoees;  and, 
whilst  the  United  States  have  kept  out  of  its  vortex, 
snd  most  scmpalously  adhered  to  the  duties  ii«volT«d 
upon  them,  by  treating  aU  with  equal  impartiality,  tbej 
have,  from  year  to  ysar^  indulged  the  illusive  hope  that 
reflection  would  bring,  baek  |he  aggnsssors  to  i 
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of  jastice,  «iid  retumiiig  TB^ah  would  iniure  to  the 
long'  TioUt^d  MnmunitieB  of  the  peraont  and  property 
of  tibeir  citiienii  an  eteiDptioa  from  the  war  committed 
upon' them.    Prance  has  i^ane^d  in  her  career  of  bd^ 
tilitj,  iy«j  ^horeby. -afforded  to  her  vival,  *  England,  an 
opportunity  pfpMferminy  her  solemp  proinites  yrith- 
Ottt  m  compvomoment'of  her  pride ;  and  it  waaexpeqt* 
ed  by  the  ^veroment  and  people  of  the  United  States 
that  the  proofs  of  this  pa^se,  presented  in  an  unques- 
tienable  shape  jto  the  Britts^  Miniatry,  would  have 
been  prom'ptiy  foUowed  by^a  repeal  of  the  Orders  \fi 
Council ;  but  fatal  ex{>erieoce  has  produced  the  pain* 
fill  conviction  that,  in  this  just  expectation,  they  have 
been  misUkcn.     And,  regardless  of  alt  principle,  the 
bold  avowal  has  been  mafle  by  Great  Britain,  that  the 
permitted  admissipn  of  her  fabrics  into  the  cbntinent 
of  Europe,  through  neutral  vessels,  was  an  indispensa- 
ble preliminaiy  to*  the  termination  of  her  aggressions  ; 
a  condition  wjhich  the  Upited  States  have  no  right  to 
demand  in  relation  to  the  produc<)  of  their  ownjioi!  br 
manttiactpres,  and  which  their  honor  forbids  them  to 
demalid  at  the  .instance  and  for  the  benefit  of  another. 
With  a'kbowMge  of  this  a^wal,  and  the  daily  evi. 
dence  that  jSreat  Britain  executes  her  orders  in  theii* 
living  spirit,  which  is  war  upon  usy'Of'the  most  aggra- 
vated species,  a  further  Indulgence  of  liope  ia.  aUied 
with  disgrace,  and  fo^j^aiancq  be^omea  criminal ;  and 
although  thift  Assembly  con^6  in  the  t»atriotisiD  of  the 
Congress  and  Executive  of  the  United  duteb  to  assert 
the  rfghla  of  the  nation,  in  the  manner  its  hon^r  re- 
quirea;  and^  aa.  regard*  themselves,  this  expression  of 
their  opinion  maV  b^  superfluous^  yet,  influenced  by 
the  examples  of  preceding  Legislatures,  at  times  less 
momentous  than  tbe  presentr.  and  apprehensive  that 
their  silence  will  be  misconstrued  into  indifference  or 
distrust,  more  especially  as  the  Minister  Plenipotenti- 
ary of 'Great  Britain,  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  recently  publish- 
ed, has  opposed,  to  the  act  of  the  Executive,  and 
the  evidence  on  which:  •  it  was  predicated,  a  presumed 
disagnsement,  as  to  the  fact,  upon  which  he  decided, 
and  the  fusHee  of  .the  measore  that  he:  had  adopted 
by  <«  an  the  legal  authoritieein  the  .Uuted  Statee ;"  and 
becanae  we  believis  the  measures  of  libstilitjr,  pursued 
by  the  ^British  Goi^smment  ag^st  us,  are  persiatad 
in,  ia  the  belief  that  v^  are  a  divided  pebple»  this  As** 
semblv  .declare  their  convictioa  to  be»  that'  nqt  only 
**  all  the  legal  authorities  of  this  SUte;"  but  tbe  people 
also,  from  whom  the  fbrme»derive  their  powan,  concur 
in  the  sentiment  of  confldance.in  the  Government- of 
the  Union,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  support  it  in  the 
redemption  of  its  plighted  faith,  ''to  maintain  the 
righta,  honor,'  and  independence  of  the  United  States  ;^ 
and,  actuated  by  a  sacred  regard  for  the  Constitution' 
and  liberties  of  United  America,  sanctioned  by  the  wis- 
dom' of  their  fathers,  and  consecrated  with  their  blood, 
they  will  not  withhold  the  testimony  of  their  confi- 
dence, and  the  solemn  aasurance  of  their  co-operation 
to  meet  the  criais  with  the  firmness  of  men,  and  the 
determination  of  fi^eaaen:  Therefore, 

Retohed,  That  this  Assembly,,  speaking,  as  they 
believe  they  do,  the  vniee  of  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth, l^ave  vwyrtAt  with  appiebation,  the  uniibrm 
seal  with  which  just  remonstrances  have  Been  made 
by  Uw  Gelieral  Goveohment,  fbr  ihe  pufpoae  of  obtain- 
ing froBT-QiQeat  Britaui,  by  honorable  negotiation,  a 
redress  of-  the  many  wrongs  iniKeted  upon  us  by  her 
Ordera  in  Council,  and  other  measures  equally  hoatile 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  Sutes. 


'  Resdived,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Assembly^  That, 
however  highly  v^e  value  the  blessings  of  peac^,  and 
however  wo  denrecate  the  evils  of  vrar,  the  period  has 
now  arrived  u;Am  p«nee,  as  we  now  have  it,  Is  dis- 
graoefal,  and  war  is  honorable.    .      '       - 

Resohedf  That  this  Assembly  will  suppott  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  all  Constitutional  and  legitiniate 
measures,  which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  "the 
rights  and  iiiterest  of  the  people  :of  the  United  States, 
aad  in  support  of  the  character,  and  dignity  of  the 
Government  thereof;  and,  for  these  purposee,'  we 
pledge  "  oux  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor.*' 
.  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  of  this  State,  be  re- 
questeil  to  transmit  the  foregoing- preamble  and  xesolu- 
tions  to  the  Executive  and  Legislative  departments  of 
the  General  Government/ 


TuESDAjY,  February  4.    . 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marjfland^  from  the  committee 
to- wl^om.Wfis' referred.  th» bill,  enH tied  "Ai^net. 
for  the  f  stabHshment  of  a  quarterjniaster's  d^part- 
mei&t,''  together  with .  the  an^endnrents  of  tb« 
Houaeof  Representatives  tkereco,  reported  xhat 
the  fuxtber  eonsideration  of  the  bill  he  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in'AogAist  tiext.  He  also' 
read,  Ih  his  plvce,  the  draught  of  a  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Military  Establish ifae'nt  of  the  United' 
States;  and  n'ttich  was  oVdered  to  be-pr^nted. 

Mr«  WoRTt^iifOTON,  from  the  cotamiuee  .to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill;  entitled  **An  "act  for 
the  revisidn  p^ovmer  eonfirmattons,  and  for  con- 
firming' certain  claims  to  la|ld  in. the  district  of 
Kaskaskja,"  reported  k  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Liiin,  from.ibe  coQUnittee.  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  John  JBioren  and  others,  reported  a 
biU  authorizing  a  aubsoription  for  the  laws  of  the 
United  States^  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  tbe  second  reading*  -  ' 
.Mr..RfiE0,  from  tile  connnittee  appointed  on 
the  aabjeet,  irepotled  a  bill  in  additio^  to^  and  for 
repealing  certain,  pans  of,  an  act,  entitled  ^^4i^  ^ct' 
foe  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  gbreru- 
ment  of  the  armies  of  the  United  £Uates|*'  and 
Che  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  Second  leadinf . 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  alter  the  times  ^ 
holding  the  district  courts  witl|in  and  for  the  dis- 
trict  of  Ciinnecticut,"  was  rted  ihe  second  tiiQe; 
'and,  by  unanimous  consetit,  it  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed.  *     ^  . 

The.  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  .at)propria- 
lions  for  the  support  ot  Government  fpr  the  year 
1812,^'  was  read  the  second  time,. and  ifeferred  to 
a  select  committee  to  Consider  aad  report  thereoo ; 
and  Mesars.  Tait^  FftANKtm,  and  Oooorich, 
were  appointed' the  committer    ., 

Mr.  Gi^MAit,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  proniotethe  progress  of  science  and  ueefnl 
art9,  by  securing,  for  a  liini ted.  time,  to  inveocors, 
the  6;colusire  right  to  Ih^ir  respective  discoveries, 
correctly  engrossed ;  and  t^e  bill  was  read  thie. 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Mosea  Austin.  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Aastin,  and  others,,  into  h 
company^  Ixy  the  na:kne  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
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Company^  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  lartber  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bayabd.  fromtlie  committee  tp.whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  Biipplementary  to  the-jict; 
entitled  "An  act  to  regalate  the  collection  or 
diuies  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reporte/f  tbe  bil( 
#ith  an  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pranklin,  the  bill,  which 
originated  in  thtf  Senate,  appropriating  a  sum  of 
money  for  procartng  mnaitions  of  war,  was  post' 
poned  until  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Wbdjibbday^  £*ebniary'  5. 

The  Pbbsident  communicated  the  report  0f  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  scatiog  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the' 
Board,  subsequent  to  their  hst  repojrt  of  the.2d  ik 
February,  1811,  so*  &r  as  the  seme  have  been 
.  coQ^pleted,  are  fully  detailied,iii  the  report  of  t^e 
deereury  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
first  day. of  the  present  month,  and' in  the  state- 
naenta  therein  -  referred  to^  ^hich  are  herewith 
tvanamitted,  and  prayed  to  be  reeeiYed  a^  part  of 
this  repoi^t;  and  thowport  was  read. 

The  hilt  in  addition  to,  and  for  repejBlfUg  eer- 
'tain,  parts  of«  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  ibt  estab- 
lishing rolea  and  artictes  for  th«  gorernraant  of 
the  urnues  of  the  United  States,*'  was  read  the 
second  time. 

ThA  bill  authorizing  a  subscriptiqn  for  the  lalrsi 
of  th»  United  States  was  read  the  secpnd.  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin^  and  others,  into  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  ^fae  Louisiaaa  Lead 
Corapauy- 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  further  oon- 
aLderatioo  thereof  be  postponed  until* the  first 
Monday  lo^Deoember  next,  it  was  detennined  in 
'  the  i^gative-r*years  11,  nays  13,  as  fblfoiii^: 

YxAS-^Messrs.  Bajurd,  Bibb,  FranUm,  OaSHaid, 
Homey,  Lambert,  Leib|  Lloyd}  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Turner,  and  Varmim. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Con^tt,  Craw- 
ford, Catls,  German,  Goodricfa;  Gregg,  Hewell,  Hun- 
ter, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Taylof. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.;  Leib,  that  the  further  con^ 
sideration  of  the  'bill  be  .postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  April  next,  it  was  determitiedin  the 
negative. 

On  motion,  by  Nfr.  Qbggg,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideration  thereof.be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  March  next.  * 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In '  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  for  the  rey^ision  of  former  confirmations^ 
and  for  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Easkaskia;''  and  it  was  ordered  to  the 
■third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An,act  to 
regulate  the  fcolleciion  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage.'*  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by.  the  select  committee;  aod,M  motion^ 


by  Mr.  Bivabd,  it  was  agraad  that  the  further 
considers tion  thereof  be  |K)atp6ned  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  next. 

-  The  Senate  resaaa^d,  as  in  CommHtea  afthe 
Whole,  the- eoBsJderatipn  of  the  bill  refpecting 
the  enrolling  *dnd  lieeasing  steamboats;  and  en 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  df  t^rmined  in  the  'af- 
firmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  HepresentatfTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  th^  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  miUtary 
force,"  passed  on  the  12th  (lay  of  April,  1808;  in 
which  mev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Dill  last  brought  up  for  tOQCurreoce  was 
read  a^d  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,. as  in  Committee  .of  the 
Whole,  the. bill  e.stablishinga.Land  Office;  and 
.after  agreeing -to.aOndry  amendments!,  the  further 
coQsrderaiion  thereof  was  pes.tppped  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to*morrow. 


.  ^  ThurbDav,  February  6* 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  a^t  sopplementaiy  to 
<  An  act^to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force,"  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  April, 
1808,  Was  reed  the  seooqd  time,  and  referred  tott 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs.  ReaD,  ANDEaaoN,  and  Bradlbt, 
were  appqinted  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campb&ll,  of  OhiOj  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

"  That  a  eommittee  be  jsppointed  to  inquire  iatdthe 
expediency  of  ascertainhig,  sor^eyuig^*  and  eatahlitjbr 
ingjthe  Northern  and  W^^teni  boundary  lines  of  the 
State  of  Ohio ;  and  that  the  coamiittee  have  IsfiTe  to 
re|k>rt  by  bill  or  otherwisa.7 

On  motion,  liy  Mr.  ^MiTfl  of.Marylaad,  the  bill, 
entitled  **  Ao  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  quar- 
termaster's department,"  cosher  with  the am^d- 
roents  of  the  House  of  Representatives  thereto, 
was  postponed  Uiktii  thafir^  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Biitablish- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  reported  as  a  sobsti- 
.tute  for  the  bill  last  mentioned,  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*Ad  act  for  the  revision  of 
fornaer  coofirpMtions,  and  for  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia,"'was^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office;  and, 
after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr*  Batard,  it  wea 
recommitted  to  a  select  cqromtttee,  further  ioooa- 
sider  and  report  ihereon ;  and  Messrs.  Batard, 
WoRTHiNOTON,.and  Qaaoo;  were  appointed  tlie 
cbmmitlee. 

Mr.  GiLM4if«  from  the  epmmittee,  te]M#tad  the 

bill  Respecting  the   enrolHog  and  lioenmg  of 

steamboats  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  waa 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

<  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Wbole,  the  bill  autboriziof  a  subscripcioQ  fbr  the 
laws  of  ihe  Uoited  Stales,  and  furtker  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postpoaed  until  the  first  Monday 
in  March  l^exi* 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed.the  Senate  tha^  the  Hoase  have  passed 
a  hili,  emitled  ^'  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establish  men  toT  tbe 
United  Statesfor  \he  year  1812;"  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  .States  for  the  year 
1812;"  a  bill,  entitled  '*  Ai>  ^ct  making  a  further 
appropriatioa  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime 
frontier;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  aalmakinff  appro-' 
priations  for  the  support  of  an  acUitional  milita- 
ry force  ;^'  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
aa  appropriation  for  the  expenses  incident  u»  the 
six  companies  of  mounted  rangers'  during 'the 
year  1812 ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  tho  con^ 
correoce  of  the  Senaie, 

The  fiT<  bills  last  weiitioned.  were  read  and 
paised  to  the  second  readia^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cofnmittee  of.  the 
Whole,  the  gonsideration  qf  the  bill  in  additipq 
to,  and  Xivr  repealing  certain  parts  of,  aa  apt,  enti- 
tled *^  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  far 
the  gt>veriifDant  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  f  aad  di»  motion,  by  Mr.  Brabjley,  the 
further  coMdaration  .thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  ^he  order  of  the  day  Tor,  to-morrowl 

Fbiday.  P€t)raary  7.' 

The  PaE^incMT  communicated  a  letter  ham 
'  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  a pnointe'd  conformably  to  ^'An 
act  to  aoihorize  the.  Secteiary  of  War  to  ascer- 
laio  a^d  settle,  by  the  appointment  of  commlsr 
siooers,  the  exterior  Wuh  of  the  public  land  at 
West  Pafnt  wfth  the  adjbinijig  proprietor ;"  and 
the  letter  and  report  wer^  read.  .     " 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  sQpport  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United.  States  tor  the  vear  1811," 
was  read  the^coftd  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committed,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and' 
Messrs.  Franklin.' Tait,' and  Goodrich,  were, 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  a  further  apr 
propriation  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  fron-^ 
tier,"  was  read  the  second  time.    ' 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  an  additioQat.miliury 
force,"  was  read  tne  second  time,  and  referred  Jo 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  ilnd  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Brbkt, 
and  Dak^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  mak\ng  an  appro- 
prietion'for  the  expenses  .incident  to  the  six  coip- 
panies  of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year  1812," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  ^    ■ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support. of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read  the  second 


time,  and  referred  td  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider-and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bradley, 
Brent,  and  Dana,  were^appoinred  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the*House of- Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *"  An  act  antborizinff  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
ror  the  .use  of  Jefferson  Conege,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur^ 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  biiriaat  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
fo  tbe  secpnd  reading. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  the  Synod 
of  Kentucky,  sitting  in, Lexington,  praying  that 
the  public  mail  may  not  be  permitted  to  w  car- 
ried on  the  Sabbath  days,  except  on  extraordina- 
ry occasions,  fn^  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  tbe 
petition  was  r^ad. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio ;  aad,  on  motion,  hy  Mr.  Bradlbt,  it  waa 
amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Retohedy  That  a  committee  h^  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedieocf  of  ascertainiae,  sur- 
veying, and  fStablishing,  the  I^orihern  aiid  West- 
ern.boundary  lines  of  the  State  of  Ohie^  and  the 
Northern  line  of  the  Slate  of  Vermont;  and  that 
tbe.  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Messrs.  'Braolet,  Cahpbbll  of  Ohio,  Ctrrrfl, 
Howell,  and  Pana^  were  -  appointed  the  com- 
mirtee. 

The  bitlin  addition  to  the  Milildnr  Establish- 
mept  of  the  United  Slates'  was  read  the  second 
time,  aad  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postppned  until  Monday  next; 

Mr.BRADLBY,  from  the  cbm^nittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  efatitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  mora  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail 
In  civi^  causes  depending  in  the  coutts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,''  reported  the  bill  as  amended. 


•  Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Campb&ll,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  oom- 
mittee  te  whom  Was  referred  ibe  Dill, entitled  *^Aa 
act  tnaking  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  an 
additfonal  military  force,''  reported  it  withoot 
amendmeoi.  He  also  reported,  from  the  sanie 
cfompxittee,  the  bill,  enlitled  "  An  act  making  an 
appropriation  for.  the  expenses  incident  to  the.  six 
companies  of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year  < 
1812."  without  amendment.        < 

The  bill,  entitle  ''An  act  authorizing  (he  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  iandS  reserved 
for  the  U6eof  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Missfissippi 
Territory."  was  read  the  second  time.  ' 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in' Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratipn  of  the  billj  entitled  ^Aa 
act  providing  for  the  more'  conveoieat  taking  of 
affidavits  and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  tbe 
courts  of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  theretoby  the  select  commit- 
tee, which  was*agreed  to;  and  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. ' 
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On  tlie  question,  Shall  thjs  bill  b^  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  wa«  determined  in  rhe 
,  affirmative.  ,   •  •  .   . 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
'  motion  made  by  Mr.  RksEn,  on  the  21st  Ja^onar^, 
as  ^mended ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Braoley, 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  .con- 
sider and  report  thereupon,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  14,  as  follows :  ^  . 

YxAfrc— MesaiB.  Anderson,  Bradley ,  CampbeR  of  Ohio, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Howell,  SmiCh  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Tumcit 

Nats — MessjEs.  Bayard,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German^ 
'  Oilman,  Goodrich,  nOrsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Varnum,  and  IVorthington. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  the  fbrther 
consideration  thereof  be  postpon'ed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  nctxt^it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatively eas  20,  nays  11,  as  follow^: 

Yka8 — Messrs.  Anderac»n,  B»bb»  Br^leyi  CampbeU 
of  Ohio,  Campbdl  of  Tenneaa^e,  Condil,  Crawford, 
Cutta,  FratikUn,  GaiUard,  Gregg,  HoweU,  L^b,  Popei 
Smith  of  New  YoVk,  T/dt,  Taylor,  Tttrner<j  Varnum, 
and  Worthiugtpn«     . 

Nats — Measrs.-  Bayard,  Dana,  .German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  Maryland.  / 

The  Presiobnt  comrnunicated  a  letter  from 
ihe  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia*  transmits 
tinff  a  «opy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Gea- 
eral  .Assembly  of  that  State,' ratifying  and  con- 
firming an  amendment  proposed. oy  Congresa  to' 
the  Conatitutipn  of  thcUoited  States,  relative  to 
titleJB  of  nobility.  And  the  letter  and  resolution, 
'were>ead.  . 

Qn  motion  by  Mr.  BraolbiTj 

£e9olvedy  That  the  Secretary  qf  tlxe  Senate 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  che  Department  of 
State  the  resoiotion  of  theLegislature.of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  ratifying  and  confirming  an  am'end- 
ment  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  titles  of  nobility  ;• 
together  with  the  resojutions  of  the  Legislatures 
ofsuch  other  States  as  have  ratified  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  t lie  Uo^se  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  toautborize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  o(  the  United  States ;"  a  brill,  en- 
titladi^  An  act. to  establish  a  land  district  in  the 
jHinoia  Territory,  east  of.  the  distucl  o(  Kaskas- 
Jcia,  and  >tQ  attaca  certain  publifi  lands  to  thitf  dis- 
trict of  Jefferaonville ;''  M^o/a  bill)  enti^ed^  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Caj^tain  Selah  Benlon;"  in 
which  bills  they  rei^uest  the  (Soncurrence  qf  the 
Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  menlioiied  were  read,  and 
passed  to  a  seoond  reftding. 

*  .Tuesday,  February  11. 
Mr,  GiLMANj'from  tbfe> committee,  reported  the 
iameudment  tq  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  more  cot^venient  taking  of  affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,'*  correctly  engross^ed ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended, and  passed. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  de- 
tachment from  the  inilitia  of  the  United  States," 
.was  read  the  seconx}  time,  and  referred)  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  -report  thereon }  and 
Messrs.  Reed,  Varndm,  and  Hujiter,  were  ap- 
pointed t^e  committee. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biHin  addition  to  thS  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States;  and,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  1)e  engrossed  and  read  a 
tftird  time?  ij.  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  establish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory;  east  of  the  dia- 
irict  of  Kaska^ia,  and  to  attach  certain  p&blic 
lands  to  the  district  of  Jeffersonville,''  w^  read 
the  second  time,  and  referxed  t6  .the  committee 
appointed  the  14tb  November  fast,  on  the  resolu- 
tion respecting  public  lands,  to  cdnsider  andreport 
thereon.  ' 

The-biU,  entitled  ''  Ah  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Selah  Benton,^'  was  read  the  sedohd  time, 
and  referred  to  a  sel^t  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  r  and  Messrs.  Biffs,  Leib,  and 
Re]e:d,  were  appointed  ttye.  committee; 

The^enate  resumed^  as  in. Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to,  and  for  repealing  certain  parts  of,  iln  act,  enti- 
tled *'  An  act  for  establishing  rples  and  articles 
for  the  fi:6verom^nt  of  the  Armies. of  the  United 
States  ;'^  and,  on  motion  by  ^Mr.  .Dana,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  ord^r  of  iha/dary  for,  to*morrow. 
'  The,  Senate  resumed^asin  Comoiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consrderation  df  the  bill,'entitjed  ^' An 
aetf  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an 
additional  military  forces",  and  the  bill  was 
amended^  add  the  President  reported  it  to,  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  be.  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  T  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,enutled  **  An 
a6it  authprizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
locate  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  Jeierson 
College,  jn  the  Mississippi  Territbry.     * 

On  the  question^  Shallthis  bill  be  readti  third 
lime  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inibrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  ascertain  and  establish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Conti- 
nental Establi^hat^nt."  iii  which  bill  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and- passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Taylor,  the  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  making  a  further  sTppropriatiqn  for  the 
defence  of  ourmaritime  frontier,"  wtls  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
aiid  Messrs.  Taylor,  Lloyd,  and  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, were  appointed,  the  committee. 

The  Semite, resumed,  as  in  Committee  of-thQ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bHl,  entitled  "  An 
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act  making  an  apprpp^atiott  for  the'  expenses  in- 
cident to.tbe  six  companies  of  mounted  rangers 
dariiig  the  year  1812;  and  it  was  ordered  |o  the 
third  reading. 

On  mofion  of  Mr..CAiiPBELL,  pf  Tennessee,  tbat 
it  be  DO«r\ead  a  third  time,  it  waq^  objected  to,  as 
against  the  rule.  .    • 

Wednesday,  Feturiiary  12. 

The  bill,  entitfe^  "^n  act  to  asoertain  and  es- 
tabtisb  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  leserred 
for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  a!(owed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Con- 
linental  Establishment,"  was  read  the  second  tkne, 
and  referred  to  a  select  comknittee,.  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  WoBtBtNOTon, 
Qbcgg.  and  P'opb,  were  iLppoixited  the  committee. 

Mr.  'TAtT,  Trom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  tl^e  support  of  Q<»vernment  for  the 
year  1S12,''  reportje4  it  with  amaidraents. 

Mr.  OrLMAH,  froib  the  cdtnmhtee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to' the  Military  Elstablishmeot  pf 
the  Unitecl  States,  correctly  ei^rossed ;  an4  the 
bill  was  read  the  <bird  time. 

On  motions  by  Mr.  Llotd.  it  was  recommitted 
to  a  select  committee,  /ortjier  |o  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  LLOYPi  Smitb  of 
Maryland^  and  CBawfobd,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  coiQii)ittee,also  reported- 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  mak- 
ii|r  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an  additional 
military  force,"  correctly  engrossed  ;.andjhe  bill 
was  icjMid  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*Ao  act  making  an  ^ppra- 
priatioD  for  the  expenses  incident  to  ^e  six  com- 
panies of  mounted  rang^rd  during  the  year  181^" 
was  Tead  the  iblrd^  time,  and  passed* 

The  billf  entitled  ^  An  act attthorizing  the  Sec- 
retary-of  the  Treasury  to  )ocate  the  laade  ireserred , 
for  the  useof  JefferaoD.College,iii  the  Mississippi 
Territory,?'  was  read  the  third  time,  knd  pass^. 

A  n^esMge^fro«(i  the  House  of  Repreaeatativey 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoase  baTe  passed 
a  bill)  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  ef  the  Board 
of  Cominissiooera  west  pf  Peafrl  n  ver^"  also  a  bill, 
entitled  "  Aa  aet  for  the  benefit  of  Christopher 
Miller ;"  Uk  which  bills  they  request  the  /eoacivr 
rence  of  tike  Senate,. . 

The  billa  last  brought  up  forcencurrence  wm 
read,  and  passed  to  the  seebqd.  reading; 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  iepnside^atien  of  -the  bill  in  additioD 
to,  and  for  r^^iing  cdrtain  certain  parts  of,.an 
aet,  entitled  "  Aj)  act  for  estabiiishing  rules  and 
articles  for  tl^e  gOTernmeat  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States;"  and  the  bill  was  arnended,  and 
the  Pbesidbhx  reported,  it  to  the  House  accord* 
ingly.  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time'as  amended  7  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative-r-yeas  UO,  nays  15,  as 
follows:  •       .  ... 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio> 
German,  Howell,  Leib>  Pope,  Reed,  Taylor,  Vaniam* 


Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brj^dley,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cutto,  Gaillard,  Gilman»  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lambert. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tar- 
ner,  and  Worthington. 

Mt.  Pope  presented  the  membrial  and  petition 
of  John  Lisle  ^nd  Margaret  his  wife^  late  Marga- 
ret Lapsley,  widow  and  admini^ratrix  of  Satnuel 
Lapsley^  deceased,  and  Miss  Lapsley^  daughter 
and  sole  heir  of  the  said  Samuel,  statmg  fbat  the 
said  Samuel  Lapsl)ey  serv^ed  as  an  oQcer  in  the 
late  Revolutionary  war,  and  afler  the  peace  he 
received  twa  certificati^s,  commonly  called  com- 
mutation or  fioar^ettlem^nt.  certiucates,  wbTch, 
in  the  year  1786,  he  placed  in  the  bands  of.  Mr. 
Greenlee,  (pr  thc/parpose  of  obtaining  the  indents 
at  interest  thereon,  and  which  were  lost  bv  Mr. 
tireealee,  anj[  have  nev^r  sinc^e  heed  found,  and 
have  never  been  funded  j  and  praying  relief,  foir 
t'easoBs  stated  at  large  in  the  mfethorlal ;  which 
wa«  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ; 
and  Messrs.  Pope,  Bradley,  and  Qrbgg„  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

.  TauftspAY,  February  13.  . 

Mr. Worth  i  nqton,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  estab- 
lish a  land  district  in  the  Illinois  t'erritory,  east 
sof  the  district  of.Kaaka&kia,  and  to  attach  certain 
public  lands  to  the  district  of  Jeffarspnville,'' 
report^  it  without  «mendnteiit. 

The  PtiEsiosNT  eooimaiiicat^d  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from 
October  1, 1.810,  to  October  1, 1811 ;  as  also  ihe 
accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Dei^ttaients  for 
4he  same  period  i  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
aceoun tin ff  officers  of  the  Treasury  hereon;  which 
wereieA^    .     .  ■ ,    •     -; 

The  Senate  reiomed,  as.  ia  Committee  of  the 
Wiiole,  the  c6aeideraiioo  of  thei>iU,  entitled  "  An 
act -making  appropriaxioAs  fo;  the  sqpport  of  6o>v- 
ernment  for  the' year  1812,".  together  with  the' 
amendments  reported  thereto  ^f  the  select^  com- 
mittee ;  and,  on  motioii  by  Mr.  Tait  tl^e  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  tp,aDd  made 
the  «rder  of  the  day  for,  re-morrow. 

The  hill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board,  of  QMbmissionera  we«l  of  Pearl'  piver,'' 
was  r^ad  the  second  time. 

FRIDAY,  February  14, 

.  Mh  Bradley,  ^om  the  cominlttee  to  whom  was  . 
referred  the.bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appro- 
priations fox  the  support  qf  the  Navy  of  theUni- 
xgd  Stat^  for  the  year  1812,"  reported  it  without 
amendment.. 

.  Mr.  Tait,  from  the  cbminittee  to  Whom'  was 
referred'the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  aDpro- 
priations.  for  the  support  of  the  Military  JgSstab- 
liahment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812," 
reported  it  without  amendpient. 

Mr*  Bibb,  from  the  cpmmittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  relief 
.of,  Captain  Selah -Benton,"  reported  it  without 
amepdment.  ,   . 
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The  bill,  entitled  '^Ad  act  for  tlie  beoe^t  ot 
Christopher' Miller,'' was  r^d  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  cammittee,  to  consider 
and  irepoVt  thereon;  and  Messrs. Bradley,  Popc, 
and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  ^the 
committee. 

Mr.  SMiTHj'orNew  YtKk,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  G.  Insraham,  and  others,  «f  New 


suting  that  they  are  cppartners'in  trade,  in  which 
they  have  heretofore  been  very  successfHii;  but 
that)  owing  to  the  present  untavorahle  state  gf 
the  relations  between  this  country  and  the  com- 
mercial nations^  of  'Europe,  they  have  lost  th& 
whole  of  their  private  estates,  and  become  corpo- 
rately  and  individually  ii^olvent;  and  that  they^ 
owe  to  the  United  States  a  considerable  balance 
on  cusiom-house  bonds,  for  which  they  dfad  their 
surety  are  now  imprisoned;  and  pra}ins  relief, 
for  reasons  stated  tnerein  atlai^e;  and  the  peti- 
tion waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary,  of 
thov Treasury,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tfee; 
Whole,  the  coBsicferation  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  makingappropriations  foj  thesupportof  Gov- 
ernmeiit  m  the  year  1812,"  together  "with  the 
amendments  reported  tberetp  by  the  select  cam- 
mittee; antl'faaviDg  agreed' in  part  ta the  amend- 
ments, the  President  reported  the  biU  to  the  House 
amended  aoeordiogty.      '      -  ^    ' 

On  the  (question,  Shall  thi^  biUbe<read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  wasdiet^rmiYied  in  the  af-. 
firmative. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  ^s  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  eifliU^  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
'the  Bo^rd  of  Qoramissi oners 'west  of  Pear^  river .^ 
And  on  niolioD,  by  Mr.  Crawford^  il  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider- and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Crawporv,  Grroq,  and 
WoRTHiNGToii,  wero  appointed  the  committef^^ 


ritory,  ea^t  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  at- 
tach certaiD.publfp  lands  to  the  district  of  Jeffer- 
sonville;*'  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  thecommiuee,  repbrted  the 
amendments  to  the  bill, entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
th(*  year  1812,"  correctly  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ain>eRS0N,  that  the  bill  he 


York,merchants,and  citizens  of  theUnfred  States,  ^recommitted  to  a  select  coiiimitteej  for  the  pur- 


MovoAY,  February  17.  . 
.  Mr^AsBD,  from  tha  eomoiiue*  to'whom  wHs 
fefarred  the  bill,  entitled  t^An.aet  sopplemenCary 
to  'Ao'aet  to  raisej  for  a  limited  time,  ao  Addn 
doa'al  raHirarf  Toree,' f)as8ed  on  the.  12th  day  of 
April,  1808,"  reported  it  witho'ot  AJoeBdmeat.  * 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Codimitlee  of  the 
Wbole^  the  consideratioaof  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  makrnsf  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navjr  of  the  Uhixed  States  for  the  year  1812 ;»? 
and  It  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  S^enate  resumed,  as  in  Commuted  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
.act  making  approprhitions.for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1812 ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading.  '    "'■ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the.  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Selah  Benton  f  and  it  was  ordered  to 
the  third  reading,    '  ' 


pdse  of  inserting  an  amendment  i6  entitle  the 
clerks  in  the  Navy  Department  to  receive  fiAeea 
per  centum  in  addition  to  their  salaries  as  estab- 
lished by  laW-^on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land,^ the  furthei'  opnsifieration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to*morrow. 

Mr*.  Lloyo  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  ip  a  bill  to  alter  the 
tioies  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  ihe«  first 
circuit;    •    '     . 


TtJESDAY,  February  18. 

The  Senate  re8ume4,.as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  ealitied  "An  act  supplementary 
to  ^Ap  act  to  rai.<;e,  for  a  limited  lime,  an  addi- 
tional force,'  jmssed  on  the  12th' day  of  April, 
1808,"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Selah  Benton,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed.  .  ,  >  .       •' 

.  The  billj  entitled  ^An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  jot  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  cead  the  third  time, 
and  passed.  \       ' 

'  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approgria- 
lions  for  thesupportof  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read 
the  third  tim^. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  tq  establish  a  ladd 
district  in  the'  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Kadmskia,  aad  tp  attach  certain  pnblie 
laada  to  the  di^^ritt  of  Jefferaoaviik^"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

T&e'  96o«te  resnmed  the  third  readilij^  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An^^aot  making  appropriAttoos  for 
the  support  of  Goveramem  for  the  year  1812." 

On  motion,  by  M/*  Anvsn^cpf^  to  amend  the 
bill,  b^  unaaimood  consent,  by  strflting  out  the 
following  wdrds,  lines  129  and  190  of  the  printed 
bill^"  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-fire," 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof^  *^  oine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty:"  it  was  ob- 
jected tp  as  against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Bffr.  ANDeRtroif,  th^bill  was  re- 
contmitted  to  a. select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Andbrbox, 
GooDRicit,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  the  till  amended. 

Mr.  Llotd  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  alter  the  times  ofholdibg  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  first  cir<n]it,a6d  the  bill  was  read  ;  and,  by 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the    ^ ,»„„  .„^  „.„  „„„  .^„„  ,  ,„„  „. 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,entitled  "Aii    unanimous  consent  the  second  timtf ;  and  referred 
Rct  to  eetabhsh  a  land  district  in  the  Ulindis  Ter-  ( tb  a  select  committee,  to  consider'  and  report 
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th«re«tt ;  and  Messrs.  Lloyo,.  Cmrrs,  aod*  Hoif^ 
TEa,  were  appointed  the  op  mimttee. 

WteDNE8i>AY,  February  19,  • 

The  biti,  emitled  ^<An.a«t  &Opp(emeaUiry  ta'Ap 
ace  fo  jaibe^foir  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,'  passed  oo  tke  12ih  day^f^Apfil,  1808,^ 
wa«'read  tii«  thin)  trmcv  aad  parsed.* 

The  Senate.  reKoasefli  as, in  Oommiuee  of  tbc' 
Whole,  the  coD&idtfratioQ  of  the  bil^eotitf^d  ^Ao 
act  makintt  apj^ropriaitoov  for  tlie  sopportof  Qoy- ' 
eriKDeot.  i<)T  the  year'.  1812^"  together  with.  th« 
aqMindment  repoiied  thereto  by  the  select  cof»- 
mittee^aod  the  avendmeat  Was  agreed  4o,  and 
further aoieadiiieittsweteproposed.  Wherettpod, 
on  iaoMpn,.by  Mr.  Tait^  ttie«far Iher  CoD9^deratioii 
of  the  bill  was  pp»tponed  until  tQ-nrforrow. ,  *   V 

A  ip[^etB^'fronL  the  libiise  of  AepresentatiFaa 
iDformed  the  SelMte  tkat  the  Ifaueeh^Yc  passed 
a  bilf,  Entitled  ^^Aa  aetto  aocboFtza  thef  Secretary 
of  the  Tmasur^r,  undcnr  the  dti^ctioa  *of  th«  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Oirited  8tat|(s;4o  pari:haae.  t)f  Win'", 
low  JLewis  hla.  pateat  rj^ ht  to  the  )iew  ai>d  tin^ 
proved,  method,  of  lighting  lighvhovses,  aad  for 
other  purpoies^'.  in  which  tWy  request  the  coqt 
currence  of  the  Senate.        . 

Th^ bill  lasr mentioned  was  read,aiad  passed  to 
the  secoad  reading.  '  /  t 

Mr»  Woi^TBiiioTOiff,'  front  the.o^n^mittee.  apt 
pointed  to  inquire' if  any,  and.  what^  fucthef  pro- 
Tisions  or  alteratioBs 4re  aeeessary  n  the lawsof 
the  IJiHt.ed  StiHes  for  the  salccif  p\|blio  Utuds,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  pttbtic  lai^ds^  awl  .*ihe  biU  was  read,  together 
with  a  repoUmad^  by  Mr.  Worthtngtcnoa  hehaif 
of  the  commi|iee^on  the  subject-matter  of  tt|9said 
bill.    The  bill  was  ordered  ,to  ibesecoad  reading. 

Mr.  Rbed,  from  the  committee.  t»whom  was 
referred  xh^  bill,  enli  tied  ^^Ab  act  Co  a^thbrinpea 
detaoiim^eiKrfom  tbc'militia  of  the  United  ^tales,'' 
reported  it  amended; 

■    ,1    ,  , 

TbursoaYi  February  20. 

The  bin,  entitled  ^*Aaa6t  to  authorize  the  Sec-^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  uttder  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of 
Wiosfow  Lewis,  his  pateot  ri^httor  the  new  and 
improved  oaatKcid  dfsiigiitiog  light^hoosei^'and  for 
other' ptfrposes,"  was.read  The  second  time,  and' 
refiirred  to  a  sekei-  eaoMiiittee,  to  consider  i^nd, 
r'epstrc  thereon^  aod  Mes^fs.  Llotd,  Ajii»rsoii, 
and  liowmiL,  were-appoiated  the  committee*.  . 

Mr.  Pope  preaeoted  tb^  yetliion  of  Lewis  Gel 
/  O'Oovmr  and  others,  praying.  Che  interfMrntton 
of  ^veriimcot  for  their  encouragement  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine,  vm  stated.at  large  in  tW 
petition ;  vThich  was  read^  orad  rcff^rredto  a  'selaei 
oommitteei^to  cbnsider  and  report  ^hereoti  b)r  bill 
or  othorwisei  and  Messrs.  Popb^  Tait,  and  Gbeoo, 
were  appointed  thecomttittee. 

Mr.  LLdTO  pr^senied  -thp  jpetitibn  of  Mary 
Nicholson^  wtdov^  of  the  late  CpmmoUore  3a tn- 
uel  Nicholson,  sUting  that^  by  the  death,  of  her 
husband,  she^  together  with  her  two  dnngtKers, 


are  Mi  to  penury  and  wata,  and'  praying  that  in 
consider^ tioh  -of  Revolc)tionary  services  of  her  ' 
late  husband.  Congress  will  grant  her  relief;  i^od 
the  petition  was  r^ad,  and  referred   to  a  scject 
committiee,\^0  consider  '  and '  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  JVfessrs.  Llqtd,  BiiA0LGT, 
and  Crawford,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
-'  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  therSeiMte' that  the  Eiousehave'passed^^a 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  alter  the  time^of  holding 
the  cjrcuit  courts  of  the  United  States  at  Knox- 
vilte,  itiihe  district  of  Ea^t  Tennessee,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,''  in  which  they  request  the  . 
concjiirfcnce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  lastlMrOnght  up  for  concurrence  was. 
read,  and  pi^^sed  to  the  second  redding. 

Tl^e  Senate'  resutffedj'as  ib  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  the  hiU,^tuled/^An  )iot  milking  appropri« 
ations  (ot  the  support  of  Goverument  for^th?  year 
1:812 ;"  and  the  President  report^  the  bill  to  the 
Hoiise>amehded«         ^ 

.  On  the  qtiestion,  Shall  this-  hill  be  rckd  a  third 
time  as' amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. .  **• 
'  Mi^  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was- 
referred  the  (rill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Es- 
tablishmeot  of  the  United'  States,  reported  it - 
sniended...                      '  ■ , 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BRAM^fey,  it  ^as  agreed 
that -the  j^ill^  entitled  ^'An  apt  to  suthorize  a  de- 
tachment from  the  militia  of  tb^  United  States," 
be  postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  iiy 
for,  to-morrbwi  '      •  »  '    ' 


FaiDAY,  February  21. •; 

The  PttBai^BST  communicaied  areportfrom  tbe 
Seeresary  for  ti^  Department'  of  War,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  fifth  section  t)f  an  act,  entitled  ^^An  aet 
to  piovide  for  tbe  ereetiog  aiMl  r^pairmg  of  afsea- 
ais  and,  magazines,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
the- Mpovt*  was  rtiM. 

The  hill,  making  farther. |yro¥i^n  for  the  sale 
of  public  ^lanjds  was  read  iho>«econd  Aiine. 

;rh^  biU^  entitled  ''An  act  (o /alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  ef  the  United  .States -i^t 
Kpoxville;  fn  ,the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the  second 
thue,  and  referred,  to  a  select  committee,  to  con« 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbsal 
.of  Tennessee,  Bibb,  tibd  Wobthinqton ,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  GtLHAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
ap^ro|»riatiens  for 'the  suppact  of  Government  for 
the.  year '1812,'' correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
Was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Giles,  ffo'm  the  committee  to' whom  was 
referred  the  irill,  entitled  ^  An  act  copcerning  ihe 
Narai  Establishment,"'  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, together"  with  sundry,  doeuiQents  explana- 
tory of.  the  ameudtnents;  and,  on  motion,  the 
fiirther  consideration  thereof  was  po9t|tpned  to, 
and  made  tbe  order  of  th'e  day  for,  Wednesday 
next;  *     ■  '      -  ' 

The  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  bill  in  sdditionto  the  Military ;£stab» 
lishnieDt  of  the  Uaited  States,  together  with  the 
atnendmeDts  reported  theVeto  by  the  sekct  com- 
mittee; and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendmeots, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  he  eDgrossed 
and  read,  a  third  time,  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  afficma.tive.  • 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House*have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning  the  levy  court 
of  tbe  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  v"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giviof  fur- 
ther time  for  regUteriqg  jplaims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  j" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  '^  Aq  «ct  su|2pIeipeDtary  to 
'  An  "act  making,  provisioq  for  arraitoff  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  body>  of  the  militijit  of  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bills  they' request  the  COQCur- 
renceof  the  Senate.  Tliey^alv)  concur  in  the 
bilL  entitled  '''  An  »ct  fur  the  relief  of  fhomt^s 
O'BaiiBon."  .    / 

The  three  bills  las(  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readings  , 

The  Senate  resumed,  arid  Commktee  of  the 
Whple,  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorise  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States^" 
together  with  the  amendments  'reporfedT thereto 
by  the  select  committee.   .   .    ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr..  Bradley,  to  stride  but  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  ^o,  and 
be  made  the  order  of  the^day  for,  Monday  niext. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the!  report  of  the- 
Secretaf  y  of  tbe  Navy  of  the  3d  instant,  contain- 
ing the  name,  rank,  pay,  and  rations,  of.  each 
commissioned  officer  and  midshipman  belonging 


to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  respectively,  be    poiniedthB  committee. 


referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
pott, thereon.        '  ■ 

Messrs.  Lloyd,  Crawford,  aQdBRA4>LEY,*/Were 
appointed  the  commiitee. 

'   MoKDAV,  February  24. 

Mr.  GiLMAir,  from  the  committee,  reported  the" 
bill  in  addition  to  the  Miiftary .Establishment  of 
the  United  States  correctly  engrossed ;. and  tho 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  was  amended  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
title  thereof  was  amenjded  as  follows :  ''  An  act 
to  establish  a  quartermaster's  department,  and  for 
other  purposes."' 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  cocicerning  tbe  I^vy 
court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
leferred  to  a  select,  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 

S}rt  thereon  ]  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Bayard,  and 
REUT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Tlhe  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  |^iving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  land  m  the  Western  dis- 
trict of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  ^vas  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  rep<rrt  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worth- 


iNOTOii, Bradley^  and  Gregg,  were  appointed  the 
committed.  \ 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  seferred  the  petitibu  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the'  Wftsbington  Cimal  Compaay,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  carry  into  effeoc  ap  act  of  the 
leffislatuire  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland ;  and  .the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Llqy D.  from  thft  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Dili,  entitled  "«Ad  act  to  aothorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Tre^ury,  under  the  direc- 
tion of.the  President  pf  the  United  ^tates,  to  pur- 
6hase  of  Winslaw  Lewis  his  patent  ri^ht  to  the 
new- and  improved  metho^  of  lighting  ligfat-bous- 
eSf  aiid  for  other  purposes,"  reported  tt-aoiended. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the<<7ommittee  to  whom  was 
referred-  th)^  bill  establishing  %  land  office,  reported 
it  amended, 

A  message  from  the  House  of.Repre8ebsatiyes 
informed  ^he  Senate  that  the  Hoaie  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled.  .*^  An- act  to  iaeorparate  the  Trus- 
tees of  t^e  GeoreetQwn  Lancaster  School  Socie- 
ty. ("  a  bilk^ntiti^d  ^^  An  act  for  the  relief'of  the 
ooicers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  cam* 
paign  on  the  Wabash  f-  also,  a  bill,,entitled  ^-^a 
tict  suppleporentarv  lo  .'*  An  act  providing  foir  the 
accorhmodatk>n  or  tho  General  Post  Office  and 
Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  in  which 
bills  they  requestthe  concurrency  of  the  Settate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  duicnrrence 
were  read^  and'  parsed. to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
'  A-n  act  oiakiug  provision  for  drming  and  equip- 

§ing  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
itirt^"  was-read  ibe  -second  liiqe,  khd  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fve  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and-  Messrs.  Pope, 
Bayard,  Gregg,  Lloyd,  and  6radlby,  were  ap- 


T^.e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee. of  the 
Wbolsj  the.  bill,  edtttlea  "An  act  toauthonze  a 
detaci>fnent  from  the;  militia  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  repotted  thereto 
by  the  seject  committee,  and  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section:  And,  after  debate,  the  Sen- 
ate a^jourtied; 

.  TCE8DAY,  February  25, 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to*  ioeorporate  the 
Ttusjtees  of  the  Georgetown.  Lancaster  School 
Spciety."  was  read  the  secoad. time,  aOd 'referred 
to  a  sel^t  committee, '  to  cottsider  Aad  report 
there<)n;  and  Messfs>  HoRasr,  Bayard,  and 
HbvTE^,  were  appointed  the  comi^itiee« 

The.  bill,  entitled  *'Ali  act  supplementary  to 
^An  act  providing  for  ihe  aocommodation  or  the 
Genieral  Post.  Office  and  Patent  Office,  and  for 
other  purposes,'.'  was  read  the  second  time^  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon; 'and  Messrs.  BHadley,  Gesog, 
and  Howell,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''AVact  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  ana  soldiers  who  served 'in  the  lale  caifei- 
paign  on  the  Wabash,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  aad^ef erred  \q  a  iselect  committee,  to  con- 
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sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Pope,  An^ 
DERSON,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  eom« 
mittee. 
'  The  bill  to  carir^  into  effect  an  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Stat^  of  Maryland,  was  read  the 
.second  time,  and  the  fdrther  consideration  there* 
of  postponed  to,  *and  made  The  order  of  the  day 
for,  Friday  neK. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  -^An  act  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  miUtia  of  (he  United  States," 
tpgether  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  oommittee;  and,  after  debatte,  on 
motion,'  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  w|^s  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  cqmmittee,  to-  consist  of  fite 
members,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Pofc.  Cjiawford,  RbeDj 
and  Varnum,  were  appointed  the  committe^. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the'Seqate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  billj  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  a  foan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millioQs  of  dollars." 
They  have  also  passed  a  fbint  resolution*  respect- 
ing the  arts  and  mannfactures  of  the  United 
States;  in  whicbrbiUand  resolution  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  and  resolution  were  read,  and  pas^sed 
to  the  second  reading. 


'    Wednesday,  February ^6» 

The  joitat  resblution  respecting  the  arts  and 
mranafactures  of  the  Unitet)  States  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Qreqo,  Crawford,  and'LLOYD,  were  appointed 
the- committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan 
for  a  sum  Adt  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars,'^ was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  tiiere>- 
od;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Crawford,  .and  Tait, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  pre^entiedthe!^  petition 
of  Samuel  Brown,  formerly  of  Maesacnusetts, 
and  now  of  Ohio,  stating  that,  whikt'in  the;ser- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Hevolutionary 
war,  he  was  takea  prisoner  by  the  British  at 
€iuet>ec;'that  he  hath  not  received  any  pay  or 
ratiotis  for  the  time  :he  Wasso  ih  captivity,  and 
that  his  claim  therefor  is  now'  barred  by  the 
statute. of  limitation;  artkd  praying  relief,  And 
the  petition  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  rn  Committee  of  the. 
Whole,  the'bill  efstablishioga  land  office,  together 
with  the  amendments  repoirted  thereto  bf  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amenilments,  the  President  reported  th^  bill  to 
the  Hoiise  accordingly. 

On^  the  question,  ShaH  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  t  it  -^s  deter* 
Bdined  in  the  affirmative. 

The' Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of 

the  President  of  the  United  6tatti,io  pofahase 

liith  Con;  1st  Ssss.— 5 


6f  Winsldw  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  the  new 
and  Improved  method  of  iiffhting  light-houses, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amende 
mejits  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;, 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
dent rnpor^ed  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this- bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  ameodedl  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wortbiwoton,  the  co6« 
sideratioQ '  of  the  bill,  making  further  provision 
for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  was  made  the  order 
of  tiie  day  for  Monday  next.  '    > 

Mr.  Bibs,  from,  the  committee  appointed  on 
t^e  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
and  William  Streshiy;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  ptesed  to  the  aeoond  reading. 

Thuhsoay,  February  27. 

Mr.  Bradlby,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^Ab  act  supple* 
mentary  to  *Au  act  providing  for  the  aeeommo^ 
dation  of  the  General  Post  Office  ^nd  Patent 
0%e,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with* 
eut  am^ddment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the 
third  reading.  .-         \  «    .       / 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  coftfmittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bilh,  entitled  ^An  aci  for  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Miller,^' repoi'ted  it  without  amend- 
ment; and  the  furth^  consideration  thereof  waB 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  William 
Streshly.wasrebd'the  second  time,  and  the' fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  brder  of  the  day  for,.  Monday  next. 
•  A  message  from  the  Hoiitte-otRepveseatativea 
informed  the  Senate  4hat  the  Hoose^have  passed^ 
a  joint  resolution,  adthoriztog  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, foi^  ihe,  time  being,  to  grant  the  use 
of  the  books  6f  the  library  of  Con^ss  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Suprei&e  Goart  of  the  United  States) 
iQ  which  they  request  the  eonchrrence  of  the 
Sfenate. 

On  motion,  bf  Mr.  Lloyd;  the  joint  reiolutioit 
last  mentioned  was  tead  three  trmes  by  unani*. 
moi)s'consel^t<;  and  was  then  concoriijSd  in., 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  codimtttee  to  whpm  the 
subject  was  referted,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Samilel  Lapslqr,  d^ 
ceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  GiLUAK,  from  the  committee,  reported  the ' 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  ^et  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  oT  the  Treasury,- under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 'States, 
to  purchase  of  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  ri|rfat 
to  the  new  and  improved  method  of  lighting 
light-houses,  and  for  other  purposes,"  correctly 
engrossed  ;-and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed.  '  < 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  establishing"  a  land  offiae  correctly  ear 
grossed  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 
'  £e$otoafi,  That  this  bill  |ias8,  and  that,  the  title 
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tbepeof-  be  *'  An  act  foi^  the  establishment  of  a 
General  Land  Office  id  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury." 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in.  Committee, of  the 
Whote,  the  coosiderattoil  of  the  bill  entitled  ^<  An 
act  concerning  the  Naval  Es}abUshmeat,"  toge» 
tber  with  the  amendroents  reported  thereto  by 
th'fe  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd.*— Mr:  President,  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  tp  whom  this  biU  has 
Deen  referred,  having  been  gone  through  with,  I 
now  beg  leave  to  offer  a  new  oqe,  by  aaadditional 
sectioo,  to  the*  following  effect : 

«  Be  i$  further  enacted.  That  the.  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause 
to  be  built  as  speedily  as  may  be,  on  the  most  approved 
model,— -^frigatefc,  not  exceeding  thirty/«ix  guns  each  ; 
and  that  a,  sum  not  exceeding  —  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  apprc^riated  for  building  the  said  liclg- 
atee,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tresaury  -not  otherwke 
appropriaM*"    - 

It -is  my  intentioDj  sir,  to.  move  for  twenty  new 
frigates;  but  the  numbipr  I  faave^left  blank,  in  or- 
der, should  the  Senate  be  favorably  disposed  to 
an  incres^se  of  the  Nav^,  and  disagree  with  me 
as  to  tbe  degree  of  that  increase,  they  might  reg- 
ulate the  number  at  their,  pleasure. 

Sir,  I  have  been  induced  to  offer  this  ano^nd- 
ment  from  ftn  impulse  of  duty  towards  my  more 
Immediate  constituents,  and  afso  fcpm  a  Seoseof 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  me,  however  feebly 
I  may  w  able  to  respond  to  it,  in  the  honorable 
station  in  which  I  am^plaoed,  to  endeavor  to  the 
extent  of  my  abiiity^to  support  the  dignity,  {>ro' 
feet  the  rights,  and  advaOce  the  best  interests  of 
the  United  States.  Sir,  I  trust  the  amendment 
under  consideration,  if  adopfed,.would.havea  re- 
lation, and  a  favorable  relation,  to*  all  these  ob- 
jects. '      J       '    ■ 

If  it  be  not  the  determination  of  the. Govern* 
ment  to  engage  in  an  open,  aciiifl,  efficient  war; 
to  place  the  na*tion  in  such  a cotnplete'&taia  qf 
preparation  as  may  avert  WAr,  from  our  state  of 
readiness  to  meet  it ;  then  the  measures  of  the 
nresent  session,  those  of  filling  up  the  existiujg 
Military  Estfiblishiqent,  and  thereby  addiogf  to  it 
between  six  and  seven  thousand  men,  that  ofen- 
listtng  a  standing  army  of  twentv-five  thousand 
men  to  serve  for  fire  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged-^of  providing  for  the  employment  of 
§fty  thousand  volunteers/ and  of  holding  in  read- 
iness^one  hundred  thousand  of  the  mtlitu,  would 
be  not  only  inexcusable,  but  nearly  treasonable ; 
as  they  would  in  such  case,  without  any  adequate 
object,  impose  severe  and  heavy  burdens*  upon 
the  peonle  of  the  United  States,  from  which  years 
of  th^  nighest  degree- of  prosperity  would  not 
relieve  them.  But.  sir,  I  am  oound  to"  believe, 
that,  unless  redress  be  obtained,  it  is  the  determt* 
nation  of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States- 
to  enter  into  an  actual j  vigorous,  real  war.  or  at 
any  rate  to  put  the  nation  into  a  perfect  state  of 
readiness  to  commence  it,  should*  it  be  necessary  f 
and  in  either  of  these  eases,  an  efficient  naval 


force  is  as  indispensable,  nay  much  more  indis- 
pensable, than  a  land  force. 

A  few  days  sinc^  tfiere  was  exhibited  to  the  Sen- 
ate .an  account  of  sales  of  three  hundred  andeighty 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  and  aparcel  of  cottdn,  recently 
disposed  of  in, the  dominions  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  ofFranceiWho4)rofesses  so  much  affec- 
tion for  the  United  States,  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  jthe  tobacco,  which  cost  with  the  charges 
near  $20^000,  was  not  only  totally- sunk  to  the  ad- 
venturers, but  involved  them  in  an  additional  loss 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  near  one  thou- 
sand.dollars  more — of  the  cottop,  fifteen- sixteenth 
paris  were  also  sunk.  Nor  did  this  "krisc  from  a 
bad  state  i>i  markets,  the  hazard  of  which  mer- 
chants must.alwavs  take^  for  the  markets  were 
unpreoedently  high.  ,  The  tobac'co,  which  could 
have.been  bougrht  in  the  United  States. from  2^ 
to  5  doUazs  per  cwt.  sold  at  twenty  dollars — and 
the  cotton,  which  could  have  bean  purchased 
at  ten  cents,  sold  at  fif^y  cents  the  pound.  The 
loss  arose  solely  from  the  perfidy  and  rapacity 
of  the  French  Grovernment,  in  seizing  upoQ  the 
greater  part,  .of  both  the  adventures,  under  a  pre- 
tence for  the  payment  of  duties,  which  it  shifts 
ad  libitum  as  suits  either  its  avarice  or  caprice, 
or  promulgates  or  withholds  as  best  answers  its 
purposes. 

Sir,  you  will  remark  that  these  accounts  of  sale 
bear  date  July  15^  only  eight  days  antecedent  to 
the  iofofmation  communicated  to  the  American 
Government  by  Mr.  Serrurier.  iu'his  letter  to  Mr. 
MoUroe  of  July  23, 1811,  in  which  he  states,  that 
"  the  introduction  of  tobacco  is  not  prohibited  in 
^  France — it  forms  the  first  object  of  culture  of 
'  some  oTihe  States  of  the  Union,  and  His  Majesty, 
'  having  an. equal  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  all, 
'desires  that  the  relations  of  commerce  should  be 

*  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Federal  territory." 
Yes,<sir,  this  is  indisputably  the  sort  of  interest 

-which  Uis  Majesty  is  pleased  to  take  .in  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  this  the  sort  of 
benefit,  which  he,  without  doubt,  would  delight  to 
render  c6mmon  to  all  parts  of  the  Federal  terri- 
tory.       .    . 

This  information  was  given  in  too  auth^utic  a 
;8hapfe  to  admit  of  its  being  questioned ;  .it  came 
from  one  of  the  most  respectable  mercantile  houses 
in  the  country,  composed  of  Federalist?,*  and  was 
made  known  to  you  t>v'an  honorable  member,  of 
the  Senate  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Smith,)  of  oppo- 
site politipl  and  who  has  long  in  some  sort  been 
consideired  or  respected  as  the  commercial  organ  of 
this  House,  if  not  of  the  Qov^ernment.  When  thdse 
facts  were  stated,  the  colleague  of  the  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Resd.)  with  the  manly  frankness  of  a  soldier, 
of  a  man  wno,  to  the  tiines  which  tried  men's  souls^ 
devoted  himself  both  soul  and  body  to  the  servn:e 
of  his  country — who  entered  your  Army  at  th& 
commenceinipnt,  and  continued  in  it  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Revolutionary  >var,  with  ereat  use- 
fulness to  the  public  and  reputation  to  himself — 
with  that  integrity  which  characterizes  h^m,  after 
giving  vent  to.the  honest  indignation  of  his  heart, 

•  *Mes«vs.  Bobert  Gihnore  4i  Sons,  of  Baltimore. 
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in  a  pbiiliptc  afiinst  ttue  Bcnperor  of  Fcaiice: 
vhich  I  shall  not  repeat,  but  wnich  was  as  well 
placed  as  it  was  justly  merited ;  l^e  asked,  ^'  if  this 
was  to  be  the  state  of  yoiir  commerce  after  a  war 
wiib  Oreat  Britain,  what  io  the  name  of  God 
were  you  going  to  war  for  ?"    His  colleague  {hlis- 
Shitb^  rose  immediately  and  said,  this  was  not 
to  be  a  war  for  commerce  \  ii  would  be  absurd  to 
sopfKMe  the  nation  was  now  going  to  war  for  com- 
merce—commerce  had  been  abandoned  long  ago, 
the  trade  ta  France  was  wouh  nothing;  and  if- 
tbe  Ordexs  In  Council  were  off  tQ-moprow,  if  the 
same  system  continued,  the  trade  to  France  would 
be  worth  nothiog.    This  was  to  be  a  war  for 
honor— we  are  now  going  to  fight  for  our  honor! 
Yes,  sir,  part  of  this  is  too  t^e,  commerce  has 
been  abandoned,  commerce  has  been  made  the 
scape-goal,  on  whose  back  have  been  piled  all  the 
crudities  and  follies.of  mistaken  theory  and  visiop*. 
ary  speculation,  and  thus  ladenrshe  has  been  sent 
adrift  ioto  the  wilderness  to  be  lacerated  by  every 
briar  or  bramble,  that  could  rob  her  of  her  coat, 
or  plant  a  thorn  in  her  carcass.    No  country  on 
earth,  in  the  stfme  period  of  time,  and  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  ever  reaped  one  half  the  bebe- 
fiis  from  commerce  which  have  be^n  experienced 
by  the   United  States.    Without  adverting-  to 
tbe  effect  it  has  had  on  the  extension  and  embel- 
ishinent  of  your  populous   cities — without  ad- 
vening to  the  encouragement  it  h;is  offered  to 
yonr  agriculture  and  to  the  setllemeat^'Of  your 
wilderness,  which  has  been  made  to  blossom 
like  the  rose,  and  in  all  which  if  has  been  in  a 
high  degree  instrumental— look  at  the  records  of 
Ibe  Treasury,  and  yon  will  there  see,  that  com- 
merce has  nut  into  your  public  coffers,  d\irii^g  the 
short  perioa  that  has  interyened  since  theadop* 
tioa  of  the  Federal  Constitation,  two  hundrad 
millions  o(  dollafB— a  aum  nearly  thvee  times  as 
great  as  thje  national  debt  of  the  United  dtatesr, 
the  pricif  of  your  independence,  as  it  was  funded 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Federal  GK)vef-nment. 
Sir,  this  is  What  commerce  has  done  for  you^ 
whiit  have  yon  done  for  commerce  1 

In  the  year  1793,  when  Qr«at  Britain  depred»- 
ted  upon  your  commerce^  yon  had  a  man  at  the 
head  of  your  QoTeroment  who  foaght  no  bvttles' 
with  paper  resolutions,  nor  atiemptea  to  Wage 
war  with  c6mmercial  rastrittions,  dthongh  they 
were  then  pressed  upon  him.  He  caused  it  to  be 
distinctly  and  with  nrmtiess  made  known  to  Great 
Britain,  that  if  she  did  not  both  ceaseto  violate 
our  rights,  and  make  tt$  reparation  for  ibe  wrongs 
we  had  sustained— that  youn^  and"  feeble  as  we 
then  were,  just  in  the  gristle,  and  stepping  from 
the  cradle  of  infancy,  tve  would  try  the  tufi^  of 
war  with  her.  *  What  was  the  consequence^?  .Het 
depredations  were  sto|;ped — we  made  a  treaty 
wuh  her,  under  which  we  enjoyed  ahish  degree 
of  prosperity.  Ooi^  claHas  were  fairly  heard, 
eqmtably  adjudged,  and  the  awards  were  honora- 
bly and  punctually  paid  to  the  sufferers.  In.  this 
instance  you  did  something  for  commerce. 

Next  catne  the  war  with  Trtpoli-^the  Batbary 
States  preyed  upon  our  eommeree-^you  deter- 
mined to  resist^and  despatched  a  fiitutlLsqua'dron  to 


the  Mediterranean  \  this  onsbt  to  have  been  con- 
sidered as  tbe  fferm  of  your  future  maritime  great- 
ness :  the  good  co'nddct  and  bravery  of  that  sqaad* 
roU)  and  the  self-immolation  of  so'me  of  its  offi- 
cers, spread  the  renown  of  your  naval  proweas  to 
all  quarters  of  the  civilized  globe.  What  did  yon 
vn  this  instance  ?  At  the  n^omentwhen  victory 
had  perched  ofMm  your  standard— ^when  yoa 
night  have  exhilnted  the  interesting  spect|icle  of 
the  inlhat  (Government  of  the  United  States  hold- 
ing in  BulQumtion.one  of  the  Powers  of  Barbery, 
to  whom  all  Europe  had  been  subsisrvient — at  this 
momept,  when  conquest  was  completely  within 
your  grasp—rcivil  agency  stepped  in*-iiie  laorei 
was  torn  from  the  brow  of  as  gallant 'a  chieftata 
as  ev.er  graced  the  plainrof  Pawstine,  and  we  ig* 
nominiottsly  consented  to  pay  a  tribute,  where  we 
might  iiaye  imposed  one« 

Tbencao^e  the  Louisiana  convention;  in  which, 
after  porohasintf  a  disputed  title  to  a  Territory, 
and  paying  double  what  any  ot^er  nation  wonU 
have  given  for  it^  we  vyere  permitted  by  France 
t5  put  our  hands  in  our -pockets  and  take  out  three 
millions  of  dollars  miore  to  pay  to  our  own  citi- 
zens their  claims  for  property  which  she  had 
aundered  from  them..  How  was  this  conducted? 
inch  in  the  same  son  of  spirit  in  which  it  was 
begun.  Those  of  the  claimants  who  were  on'  the 
spot,  or  w|iq  had  efficient .jigents  there,  who  well 
understood  the  avenue  to  the  back  stairs ;  who 
could  delude  oihers,  and  pur6hase  for  a  soiag 
claims  they  were  sure  of  having  allowed  \  who 
.could  intcigue  well,  bribe  well ^  and  swear  well, 
got.  fortunes ;  while  tbe  honest  unsuspecting  mer- 
chant, confiding  in  the  correctness  of  has  claim, 
and  the  integrity  of  his  own  donduct,  got  noth- 
ing; and,  very  probably,  some  of  the  latter  ma]f 
now  be  seen  wandering  as'  beggars  through  the 
streets  of  your  pops loua cities,  the  pavement  of 
which  is  made  to  echo,  by  .the  rattling  of  tbe 
chariot  wheels  of  those  whoiiave  deftauded  thei|a*  • 

After  this,  you  had  tbe  Berlin  decree,  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  the  Milan  decree,  the  RambouU- 
let  decree,  the  depredations  of  Spain,  the  robbe- 
ries even  -of  the  renegade  black  chief  of  St.  Do* 
mingo,  and  the  unprovoked  and  still  continued 
plundet  of  Denmark,  a  nation  of  pirates  from  (heir 
origin.  What  cause  ^f  complaint  has  Denmark, 
or  ever  had  Denmark,  against  us?  Her  most 
fbr^d  and  speculative  mantime  pretensions  we^ 
have  willingly  espoused,  and  yet  she  continues 
daily  to  capture  and  condemn  our  vessels  and 
cargoes,  and  contemptuously  tells  us,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  too  wise  to 
go  to  war  for.  a  few  merchant  ships.  And  this 
we  bear  from  a  people  as  inferior  to  the  United 
States  in  all  the  attributes  of  national  power  or 
greatnessj  as  I  am  inferior  to  Hercules.  Yes,  sir,, 
commerce  lias  been  abandoned,  else  why  prohibit 

JjouT  merchants  from  bringing  the  property,  to  a 
argi  amount,  which  they  have  fairly  purchased 
add  paid'  for,  i^to  the  ports  of  our  country,  else 
why,  by  this  exclusion,  perform  the  double  ope- 
ration of  adding  to  the "  resources  of  the  enemy 
you  are  going  to  war  .with  and  impoverishing 
your  own  citizens. 
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Yes,  «r,  the  gentltenwii  from  Blarylasd  k  right, 
but  he  hae  no  especial  reason  of  eom  plaint ;  from 
ki^  situation  and  standing,  he  should  natoralif 
have  b|een  the  gaardian  and  protector  of  com- 
merce in  this  House ;  lie  should  hare  raised  his 
powerful  voice  in  her  favor;  he  should  have 
opened  his  arms  for  her  protection.  He  did  raise 
his  vt>ice,  biit  for  merely  her  estiocuon.  not  for 
her  eaeouagement ;  he  did  open  his  arm^  but 
he  gave  her  the  clasp  of  death,  nnt  that  bf  pro- 
tection. The  embftivo,  the  enforcing  act,  the 
non-intercourse  act,  the  tion-importation  act,  and 
all  that  iU-omened  brood  of  measures,  number 
that  gentleman  among  their  patrons  and -sup- 
porters. 

Yes,  sir.  commerce  has  lieen  abandbned,  *^de- 
aerted  in  ner  utmost  need,  by  those  hi^r  former 
bounty  fed."  Yes,  sir,  she  has  been  abandoned. 
She  has  been  left  as  a  wreck  upon  a  strand,  ofr  as 
a  derelict  upon  the  waters  of  the  oceanj  .to  be 
bomt,  sunk,  ok'  plmdered,  by  any  great  or  puny 
assailant  who  could  man  an  oar,  or  load  a  swivel 
for  her  annoyance. 

What  was  the  leadinj^  object  of  the  adopticA 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  in  the  Northern  parts 
of  the  Union?.  Most  emphatically,  it  was  for 
the  protection  of  commerce.  What  was.  the  sit* 
nation  of  some  branches  of  our  commerce  theh  ? 
And  what  is  it  now?  Look  at  the  statement 
whic^i  'was  kud  upon  our  tables  about  a  fortnight- 
past,  and  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  Treasury. 
What  effect  has  it  had  upon"  our  fish^es,  which 
were  so  nobly  an4  suecessfnlly  contended  for  by 
the  American  Commissioners  who  setded  (be 
Treaty  of  1783;  which,  for  a  time,  suspended 
that  Treaty ;  and  which,  both  the  dujilicity  aiul 
iotrigue  of  France  and  the  interest  ot  England, 
atrove  todeprii^e  us  of— of  onr  .fisbeiiies,.which 
Were  then  considerec^j  and  still  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered, its  a  main  sinew  of  our -strength,  and 
a  nursery  for  our  seaQien  ? 

In  the  year  1791,  when  we  were  just  emerging 
.  from  a  chao?  of  confusion,  the  etport  of  dried 
fish  was  of  the  value,  as  then  esti'- 

mated,  of $1,200,000 

In  the  year  1811,  it  had  diminished 

nearly  one-half,  and  was  only  -  ^57,000 
The  whale  fishery,  in  oil  and  bone,  in 

1791,  gave  ' 196,480 

In  1811,  it  bad  fallen  off  nearly  two- 
thirds,  and  wa?  only       ...        78,000 

This  is  the  state  of  our  fisheries,  which  apply 
to  the  Northern  States,  after  twenty  years  opera» 
tioa  of  the  Gk)verDmeat. ' 

Let  us  observe  now  the  export  of  vegetable 
food,  in  which  other  parts  of  the  Union  ^re  more 
deeplv  interested.    It  is  worthy  of  attention,  and 
I  riiall  notice  a  series  of  years. 
In  1791,  the  export  of  vegeuble  f6od 

amounted  to $4,640,000 

In  1803  .  -  -•  -  -  >  -  14,080,000 
In  1804,  -  .  -'  .  -  -  -12080,684 
In  1805  -  -  •  .  .  -  ..  11,752,000 
In  1806  .  w  .  .  .  .  11,050,000 
In  1807 1^43%00a 


In  1808.  the  unfortanate  embafgo  year, 
whicn  did  not  commence,  ho  we  v^, 
until  nearly  three  months  of  the 
custom-house  year  bad  elapsed      -    2.560,000 
In  1809      .        -        -^       ...        -    8,760,000 

In  1510 10,760,000 

In  1811,  the  last  year,  amid  all  our 
privations  and  embarrassments,  it 
eiceeded  the  export  of  any  former 
year.sioce  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country,  and  amounted  up  to  twice 
the  export  6f  the  preceding  year,  to  20,391,000 
And,  the  present  year,  the  crops  present  a  vast* 
ly  mare  abundant  harvest  than  the  country  ever 
before  produced,^  with  a  glorious  market  to  carry 
it  to,  not  afforded,  however,  by  France,  for,  of  oar 
vegetable  export,  she  takes  scarcely  aoy ;  but  a 
market  furnished  almost  exclusively  bv  Great 
Britain  for  her  own^  supply,  apd  that  of  tne  coun- 
tries under  her  possession. 

^ow,  if  it  has  been  shown  that,  if  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  off  to-morrow,  you  could  get  no 
n^w  market  for  the  great  staple  of  the  country, 
cottdb;  and  il  has  been  also  snown,  that  eke  ex- 
port of  wheat,  fiuur.and  vegetable  products,  was 
never  anything  near  so  great  as  at  present;  let 
the  farmers  and  planters  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vai^ia,  Marylanq,  -Virginia,  and  the  Western 
States.  te!l  What  they  are  going  to  war  for  ? 

Look  at^the  same  statement  for  the  situation  of 
the  export* of  our  domestic  manufactures: 
In  17dl,  the  exportation  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, amount€ui  to  •    .   -        -        -    ^600,000 
In  X811,  notwithstanding  the  r^striq- 
ifonsjto-        .       -       -        -        .    2,062,t)00 

Having  increased  more  than  th^e  ^tiines  since 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  giving  also 
to  ihe  manofactarers  aiarger  eaport  thdn  in  any 
formeir  year,  in  addition  to  their  having,  in  many 
articles,  the  entire  supply  oT  the  home  market ; 
thttsaffordiog  to  the  manufactureraa  auieb|^reat« 
er  decree  of  encouragement  tha^i  they  aver  before 
experienced.  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Phila* 
delphia,'  and  other  pacts  of  the  Union,  also  tell, 
then,  what  are  they  goi^igxo  war  for  1  If  this  be 
'the  situation  of  our  domestic  nmanfaetores,  and 
if  our  agriculture  is  in  a  high  state  of  prosperity, 
except  for  a  few.arlicles  which  a  war  woaid  not 
improve  the  demand  for,  and  commerce  is  abaa. 
doned,  itittust  follow,  if  we  go  to  war,  we  mos^ 
as  has  beep  stated,  go  tp  war  for  our  honor. 

Well,' sir,  this  is  a  ndjble  ihem^,  perhaps,  a  booa 
worth  contes^dittg  for ;  it  is  the  fruitful  parent  o( 
many  ytriues ;  U  is  the  germ  of  whatever  adoraa 
and  sanctifies  urbanity,  courtesy,  and  coafidence, 
in  polished  life.  The  honorable  gantleinan  frooa 
Mainland,  in  the  fiervor  of  his  imagination»  pos- 
sibly may  think,         ^ 

** It  wtorB'Sn  easy  task, 

To  c^uck  bright  honor  firom  the  pide-fsioed  moon. 

Or  div^  into  the  bottom  of  the  deep. 

Where  fiithtei  line  ne'er  seanded, 

And  fetch  up  drowned  honor  by  the  locka; 

8o  he  .that  bionfl^t  he»  thence 
.  Mighty  withont  cotrival,  wear  aH  her  dignitiee*" 
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Sir,  the  ft^llofl^,  if  il  exist,  is  'creditable  to  him  ; 
hot  I  eiih  aasare  him,  if  this  be  a  content  for  hon- 
or, he  will  not  aloDe  '**  feteh  up  drowned  hanor 
by  the  locks^"  dot,  **  without  co-rr^l,  wear  all 
her  dignities.":  In  this  contest,  ten  thousand  gal-, 
lant  spirits  will  start  with  him  in  the  race ;  ten 
Cfaon9an<r<»ther  ffliUant  spirits  wiif  struggle  with 
hfm  fbr  the  gbaU 

Whei«  the  fugitive  has*  been  for  the  last  twelve 
years,  I  know  not;  hut  whether  she  has  been 
ilrtnking  sHU  and 'bitter  tears  in  the  fathomless 
ctres  of  ocean,  or  wandering  an  outcast,  desert- 
ed and  foriorn,  among  th^  wilds  beyond  the  West- 
ern mpuntains,  itisequaHy  our  duty  toVelcome 
her  return ;  we  should  consider  it  as  the  harbin- 
ger of  better  times*— as  the  morniuff  stir  of  anew 
cay — ^we  should  make  it  ^  jjubilee  for  the  nation. 
The  tbtelary  genius  of  America'  should  receive 
her  with  open  arms ;  should  endeavor  tp  make 
her  teach  us,  in  the  high-wfought  language  of 
one  of  ottc, native  bards^  t9  attempt,  once  agafin, 

"  Amid  our  own  stars, 
Ta  inscribe  a  nfttien's  ^ame." . 

And  ia  a^war  for  honor,  in  the  words  of  the  same 
poet,  over  whoae  comb  the  cypress  has  receotly ' 
heea  ^upended)  should  make  us  reoiember,  as 
regards  more  than  one  Power,  that 
'^  BaM  aubaMflskm,  iav^uig  both  indignity  and  pliuider, 
i4ke  a  worm,  kiib.  the  ttftk  that  conld  have.braved  the 
thniiden"  . 
Bat,  sir.  it  is  more  eepecially  the  part' of  itohot 
to  diaeriraifiate,  to  draw  even  nice  distinctions-^ 
•ffaimLt  whom,  then,  should  commence  this  war 
<K  honor?,  "iiost  unque'stiqhably,  in  t1ie  first  in- 
«tatioe,  agaiuftt  France.  For,  let  me'ask  you,  sir, 
withotit  g^ing  far  back,-  when  General*  Tur^eau 
-wrote  his  most  iiisolent  letter*  to  the  American 
Oovisraraent.  demanding  an  interdiction  of  the 
trade  to  8c.  Domingo^  and  you  conarplW  withr  it; 
where  was  your  honoi^?  Wheh  France  under- 
took' to  deprive  you  of  oBe^f  your  most  esaen-* 
tial  rights  of  soveretgnty,  and  ^o  declare  war  for 
yon';  tostatethat  yoo were'at.war.^ndsbe  would 
ao  consider  yon ;  and  you  TtMnained  qaief-— whete 
was  y^ur  hoapr  ?  When^^he  told  you  that  you 
were  a  nation  without  policy,  without  spirit,  and 
without  principle ;  tbacyou  were'inl^rior  to  any 
asaembly  of  the  colony-  of  Jamaica^  a^d  We  still* 
•courted  her^— where  was  your  honor "?  Wbien.shi 
platodorv,  sinks,  hUfns^  and  deslroya,  dur  vessels ' 
«nd  cargoes ;  when  she  manacles  and  impresses 
our  soamen,  and  marches  them,  like  galley  slaves, 
through  her .  territories)  and  we  pnly  coniplain, 
that  these  an  "the  most  distressing  lAodes  by 
W%io&  betligerents  can  exercise  force  in  oppoai- 
tioQ  taright'^-^whereis  our  honor? 

When  we  submit  to  that  most  infamous  of  all 
dooreea'^che  Rambooillet  decree,  issued  in  May. 
18l0,^tO4ake'place  from  Mareh^  1809,  by  tfeihich 
a  large  amount  of  American  pronerty  was  setzed, 
And  never  has  been  restored,  upoer  the  jpietdkce 
of  baknioing  seizures  ia  the  united  Btatea  which' 
aever  existed — where  ia  our  hontir  T 
*  When,  aftjerpaviDg*double  the  price  which  any 
«Cher  people  wouid  JriV«  given  for  a  territory*-- 


when  We  were  convinced  of  the  fairness  of  the 
title,  and' took  possession  of  it — when  we  put  our 
doings  on  our,  own  statute  book,  and  promulgated 
them  to  the  world— when  we  had  ^one  this^  ana 
observe  a  frowo  lowering  upon  the  brow  of  an 
apostate  Bishop,  a  wanderer  from  his  country  and 
his  Grod — and  we  shrunk  from  a  possession  which 
we  St fll' claim — wher^  wasour  booor?  This  is 
the  foulest  Stain  on  the  annals  of  your  history  ; 
and,  if  the  title  be  a  fair  one,  the 'whole  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  if  n'eoessary,  should  ^ 
be  put  in  requisition  to  wipe  it  away,  and  to  pos- 
sess and  defend  the  country  in  question: 
'  Sir,  when  Mr'.  Serrurier  told  us,  in  his  letter  of 
the  23d  of  July  last,  that  His  Majesty  the  Bm- 
peror  of  France,  having  an.  equal  interest  iaall 
^  of  the  Stated,'  desires  that  the  relations  of  com- 
merce should  be  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Fed^ 
eral  territory'^^^wh^a  we  were  told  this  to  our 
teeth,  at  the. very  moment,  or'sh'ortly^  befbre, 
when  the  vr hole  of  New  £ngland,  possessing  half 
the  seacoast,  and  pearly  ha:if .the  tonbage  of  the 
'  United  States,  was  uiMler  the  ban  uf  his  empire, 
under  a  bull  pf  excommui]fea|ion.  and  not  per- 
mittiBd  to  ship  to  the  value  of  a  single  cept  of  co» 
lonial  profkice  to  his  empire,  while  permissions 
were  g:iven  <o  New  York,  to  Cbarksjon,  and,  for 
aaghtl  knowj  to  Baltimore,  and  we  made  no' 
re|My,  where  was*  oof  hoikor  1 

Sir,  I  db'notcomphkin-of  the  fact,  but  of  the 
delusion  with  which  we  are  perpetually  shuffled^ 
1(10,  sir  $  on  the  contrary,  so  long  as  Fr&nce  pu9- 
sttes  her  present  aystetn  of  conduct  toward  U8,i 
want  no  mtercQursto  with  her ;,  would  to  God,  so 
long  as  she  thus  treats  us,  there  were  a  Chinese 
wafi  extendiOg.from  the  foundatiOOs  of  tbe  great 
deep  to  the  third  Heavbns,  all  round  her  empire, 
if  such  a  one  were  necessary,  fo  ^ut  off  all  com*  ' 
monieadon  between  her  and  us,  until  she  is  bet- 
ter disposed  to  do  us  justice. 
'  Thus,  sir,  although  France  ^mquestiottably 
shpold  be  tbe^Kst  object  of  att4ck;  yet  adhering 
pa  the  Repitblicaa  principle;  that  the  will  oi  the 
'ma|ority,  legally  .expressed,  must  jovern,  and  the 
nation  willrnot  so  to  war  with  France,  but  will" 
engajre  in  a  war*  with  Great  Britain  ;  !  am  readf 
to  admit  that,  ih  a  war  for  honor,  you  have  canst 
enough  for  war  against  G^at  Britaiin. 

I  am  iro  partisan  of  Britain  in  opposition  tothe 
interest  or  reelings  of  my  own -country.  When 
one  of  herqavy  officers  inflicted  that  most  out* 
ragepufe  insult  upon  u»— the  attack  upon  the 
Chesapeake-Mhere  was  not  a  man  in  the  nation 
Who  would  have  been  williuff  to  have  gone  fur- 
ther in  anything,  cursing  And  boasting  excepted, 
to  avenge  itj  than  myself.  Nor  did  f  ever  con- 
tend for  the  sweeping,  ^xiended  construction  that 
was  atiempted  te  be  givea  to  her  principle  of 
blockade.  Both  these  points  are,  however,  now 
happily  adjusted ;  an  atonement  has  been  made 
and  accepted  for  th«  attack  on  the  Chesapeake, 
which  it' woiild  be  the  part  of  petulance  and  cow- 
ardaco  to^  refine  at,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a 
reproach  on  oar  own  pusillanimity,  for  having 
received  what  we  outfht  not  to  have  acceded*  to. 
And  Ch9  principieiof  bloelOMle  has  been  so  exy^t- 
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citly  laid  down  in  the  recent  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Foster,  in  conformity  witii  the  e^tCiblisbed  re- 
cognised law  of  nations,  as  to  mi|ke  fqtare  ca7il. 
with  rep;ard  to  it  impossifaie. 

I  derived  no  pleasure  from  the- bitter  sarcastic 
fetorts  of  Bdj.  Canning*— in  my  estimation  nruch 
better  aJlapted  to  the  flippant  petulance  of  the  tea- 
table,  than  to  the. bureau  of  a  statesman.  Nor 
-was  I  gratified*  by  the  diplomatic  mancBuyring 
and  evasions  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellealey  in  re- 
card  Co  the  appointmant  of  a  Minister  to  the 
United  States,  and  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  equally  inde- 
fensible in  point  of  principle,  whether  they  are 
attempted  to  be  supported  on  the  ground  of  retal- 
iation, or  that  of  selC-preservation. 

I  once  thonghi  Great  Britain  was  contending 
for  her  existence;  that  dream  has  now  completely 
passed  away.  And,  how  isitpossibje  that  a  third 
add  neutral  party  can  jnake  itself  a  fair  object-of 
retaliation  for  measures'  which  it  did  tiot  counsef, 
which  it.  did  not  approve,  which  militate  strongly 
with  its  inter^ts,  which  it  is  and  ever  has  been 
anxiously  desirousto  remote,  whfph  it  has  resists 
ed. by. every  meaov  in  its'pbwer  which  it  thonght 
expedient  to  use — and.  of  these  means^  the  QoV- 
emment  of  the  neotinl  party  ought  to  be  the  sole 
judge;  which  it  has  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  even 
at  a  ^reat  sacrifice!  How  is  it  possible  tbat  a 
neutral  country,  thus  conducting,  can  make  itself 
a  fair  object  or  retaliation  for.ipeasnres  which  it 
did  not  Originate,  ^hich  itcould  not  prevent,  anpl 
cannot  control?  The  cdntrary  doctrine  may  be 
contended  for  by  the  diplomatist,  in  obedience  to 
his  instructions,  by  the  statesman  in  conformity 
with  what  he  considers  the  interest  and  the  policy 
of  hisconiury;  but  that  it' should  now  be  support- 
'  ed  by  any  mfin  t>f  sober,  uftirapossioned  mitod, 
ectf,  to  my  perceptions,  be  aceounted  for,  oniy 
from  the  existence  of  a  prejudice  as  gross  as  ig- 
norance made  drunk. 

Thus,  sir,  to  c^y  view,  the  Orders  in  Goai^eil 
are  wholly  unjustifiable,  let  them  be  bottomed 
ehher  on  ,the  principle  of  retaliation  or  of  self* 
inreaervation;  they  might  not  be  untenable,  if 
they  could  rest,  wbich  they  never  could  do,  on  a 
ferocation,  a  lima  fide  virtuar revocation  of  the 
Frepch  decrees ;  for  every  ^ette  from  the  sea- 
hoard  furnishes  damning  evidence  of  their  exist- 
ence; and  almost  every  arriTal  in  out  ports 
showers  upon  us  proofs  as  thick  as  hail-stones  ia 
«  Summer's  storm.  Among  others,  look  i^  the 
ahip  General  Baton,  taken  when  bound  from 
London  to  Charleston,  in  ballast,  exclusively 
American ;  the  memorial  establishing  the  facts- 
has  been  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Cuttb.)  Look 
at  the  accouiit  of  Captain  Lefevre,  who  has  ju^t 
arrived  at  Norfolk,  and  whose  vessel  wits  burned 
'  at  sea  by  a  couple  of  French  frigates  that  had* 
Bailed  from  France  after  the  pretended  abrogation 
of  the  French  decrees,  the  caiptain  of  which  told 
him  he  had* orders  to  destroy  all  Anlerioan  i^essels 
hound  to  or  from  a  British  port,  but  that  if  he 
captured  a  British  vessel,  a  vessel  of  their  open,' 
aieknowledged,  inveterate  enemy,' he -could  give 


her  to  Captain  Lefevre.  The  frigates  afterward 
did  fairin.with-an  Bnglish  vessel,  and  the  French 
captain  humanely  gave  her  to  Captain  Lefevre 
and  his  crew,  who,  hy  this  meaas  alone,  reached 
the  United  States.    .     .         ' 

Look  at  the  case  of  the  brig  Julian,  carried 
into  Norway  and  acquitted  after  the  payment  of 
costs,  then  again  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
and  .condemned  for  this,  among  other  allegations: 
ibat  if  she  were  ansAmerican  vessel,  she- w^s  en- 
titled'  to  he  respected  by  DemnarL-and  to  be  re- 
leased without  expense,  and  that  the  payment  of 
these,  costs,  without*  which  the  whole  property 
had  been  sacrificed  in  the  first  instance,  was  evi^ 
dei>ce  of  her  being  British  pf op^rty  1 

Look  at' a  case  still  more  atrocious^ — the  state- 
ment of  which  I.  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I 
have  b^en  requestecl  to  present  Xo  the  Senate* 
Its  aotheatictty  cannot  be  quettioaed ;  it  cornea 
from  ja  highly  respectable* m.erchaDt  whom  I  per«- 
sonally  w^U  know,.  (John  Parker^  Es(|.,)  and  is 
supported  by  the  process'  verbal,  which  I  .also 
,have,  and  other  evidence  of  ,jthe  facts  contained 
in  it.  It  is  the  case  of  the  brig  Catharine,  Cap- 
tain Ockingtoo,  and,  by  the  memorial^  it  appears 
that  this  vessel  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  tenth 
April,  1810,  with  a  cargp  consisting  of  ^offee,  sa- 
gar.  cocoa,  dye-woods,  and  cotton,  bonbd  to  GoN 
tenbu'rg,  in  Sweden,  and  froqa  thence  to  any  other 
port  in  the; Baltic^  which  90  her  arrival  at  Qoth 
tepburg  would  Bppear  to  oSer.the  most  advanta- 
geous maVket.  The  vessel  and  dargo  were  ex- 
clusively owoed  by. Aifierican  citizens,  and  were 
furnished  with  every  document  required  by  our 
laws,  or  by  the  lawd^.  and  usages -of  Qations,  in- 
cluding the  mobt  ample  certificaies  from  Hia 
Majesty  nhe  Bmperor  of  France.  On-  her  paa- 
sa^  to  Qottenburg  she  was  capturetlK  by  a  Danish 
privateer,  and  carried  into  Jahr^nd,  where,  after 
a  detention  of  ten  tnontfis  and-fivetlays,  she  waa 
liberated,' subject- however  to  the  payment  of 
costs,  on  the  gronnd  tha^she  was  bonajide  Amer- 
ican property,  and  had  not  contravened  either 
the  law  of  natioAs  or  the  modern  law  set  op  by 
tbe.Qovemment'of  France,  and  enforced  oader 
ita  influence  -and  authority  in  other  countries  of 
the  continent  of  Europe. 

Thus  liberi^ted,  after  so  long  a  detention,  and 
at  an  expense  of.  more  than' four  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  thus  furnished  with  the  opinion  of  a 
vigilant  court  that  she  was  liable  to  no  sospicion. 
tjie  vessel  departed  from  Jahrsund,  and  proceeded 
to  Qottenburg,  her  original  .nort  of  destination, 
wher^  finding  her  cargo  unsaleable,  ?he  proceeded 
for  St.  Petersbarg,  first  stopping  at  Elsinore  to 
pay  the  Sound  duties,  in  order  to  prevent  anr 
possible  pretence,  either  that, she  availed  hefseif 
of  eaemy's  convoy,  or  that  she  had  made  any 
attempt  to  elude  the  laws  of  Denmark;  and 
havifag  there  complied  with  all  the  regulations 
both  of  France  and  Denmark,  and  having,  also 
had  the.  good  fortune  to  escape  being  visited 
'by  British  cruisers,  the  vessel  sailed  from  Elsi- 
nore to  St.  Petersburg,  when,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
.1811,  ^he  was  captured  by.  a  FreAch  privateer^ 
dalf  eommissioiiM  by  the  Emperor  ot  Fraac^ 


141 


HISTORY  OE  CONGRESS. 


142 


Fbbruabt,  181d. 


bicreate  of  the  Ntny, 


SSNATB* 


.  and  carried.iiitQ  DtDtzie.  Oo  hei  arrival  at  that 
port,  ^he  was  pat-  ander  the  control  of  the  Gon- 
9ol  of  France,  and  all  her  papera  were  fdreibly 

.taken  hy  the  said  'Conml,  and  tent*  to  Paris,  in 
order  that  leg^l  process  might  be -there  instituted 
against  her.  ^ 

In  unloading  the  cargo,  the  moat  Hlegal  con- 
dapt  was  adopted.  .  Several  of  the -crew  were' 
impressed  for  the  service  of  His  Imperial  Majes- 
ty, nod.  imped iouents  were  thrown  in  the  way  of 
tnesufiercargo,  hi  withholding  his  passports  near* 
two  months,  although  he  had  applied  foi"  tj^em 
to  the  American  Charge  d'Afiaires,  to  prevent 
his  9etting  to  Paris  to  dvf<^  the  vessel  and  car- 
go. Thiis  aitDated,  .at  a  very  early  period  the 
supercargo  made  known  to  Mr*  UOs^^l,  th^ 
American  Charge  4' Affairs  at  Paris^  the  circum^ 
stances  of  the  capture,  who  applied  to 4he  French 
Mini«ieT.of  Foreign  AQairs,  and'  received  assu- 
rances from  'him,  that  he-  had  made  a  favorable 
report  of  the  case  to  the  -Emperor. '  Notwith- 
standing this  perfect  >knowled^  of  the  case,  and 
the  favorable  if  port  of  the  French  Minister,  the 
Council  of  Prizes,  on  the  10th  day  of  Septeinber 
iasf,  without  hearing  fmy  plea  or  defence  on  be- 
half of  4fae, owners  of*  the  vessel  an^  cargo,,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  condemnation  of  them- both;  in 
which,  after  reciting  that  the  Catharine  had  been 
eaptured  by  the  French  armed  sb\p  th^  Jenne 
Aooiphe.  and  that  she  had  been  libelled  on  the 
ffvoond  ^  that  ipSLti  of  the  cargo  came  /rom  Span- 
ish and  PortuffuAe  colonies,  and  that,  moreover, 
it  ^consisted  of  colonial  articles,  whose  .importa^ 
tion  was  prohibited  by  His  Majesty's  decrifees  9" 
that  she  had  been  captured  by  the  Danes,,  and 
acquitted  by  the  Banish  Courts,  and  that  slie  had 
arrived  at  Qotienburg,  in  which  port  an  English 
eutter  was  then  lying,  but  which  hud  not  hailed 
the  Catharrjne ;  after  reciting. that  another  vessel 
had  hailed-  her' on  her  missage, .  the  officers  of 
which  had  spoken  the  £inglieh  language;  that 
the  captain^  supercargo,  and  mariners^  had  aU 
cancurred  in  these  facts;  after  reciting  mojreover 
a  complete  list  of ^ all  'the  papers  found  on  board 
the- Catharine,  which  consisted  of  every  docu- 
meat  required  by  the  law*  of  nalioosz-and  the 
modeto  usages  of  France,  all  certified  by  the 
French  OonsuLat  Boston ;  the  Council  of  Frizes 
proceeded  to  condemn'  both  vessel  and  .cargo, 
yatned  af  eigUty-five  thousand,  dollars;  on  the 
following  pretences^  if  even  such  they  may  be 
called:  that  ''the  said  brig  bad  anchored  at  Qot- 
ten  burg,  at  which  port  there  was  an  armed  fing- 
itsh  packet  boat,  and  that  this  was  an  indication 
or  proof— the  cargo  consisting  also  mostly  of  arti* 
eles  of  colonial  produee-^tbat  the  same  f^as  in 
the  interest  of  the  enemy's  commerce;  that  there 
was-  no  reason. to  believe -that  she  eatered  the 
Baltic  without  convoy ;  land  if  she' were  not  dis 
turbed  by  the  numerous  vessels  of  the  enemy,  it 
wa»  because  she  was  an  enemv's  ship  under  an 
American  mask  f^  and  they  then  proceeded  io 
eondemn  both  vessel  and  cargo,  and  to  decree 

.  that  the  capture  was  good  and  available.  Thnaf, 
if  aa  American  vessel  is  cleared  iv  a  Daatsh 
court  as  being  6oiia  fid&  neutral  property,  but 


subjected',  to  the  payment  of  costs,  in  a  French 
coortf  the  payment  of  these  condemns  her.  be^ 
cause  she  ought  to  have  been  released  without 
them.. 

If  she  has  been  met  with  going  to,  or  coming* 
from  an  English  portj  whether  with  a  cargo  or 
without,  this,  is  sufficient  ground  to  capture  or 
^estrov  her;  if  ihe  has  been  sppken  bv  a  vessel 
from  her  o^Q  country  in  the  English  language, 
or  has  ientvred  a  port  where  an  English  vessel 
should  be  lying  at  anchor,  which  did  not  eteft 
par  her  so  much  attention  as  to  hail  her,  she  i» 
to  be  condemned ;  if  no  proof  is  given  that  she 
took  convoy,  it' is  alleged  that  no  proof  is  fur* 
nislied  that  she  mivht  not  have  taken  i|;  if  she 
is'vistted  by  a  British  ship  she  is  condemned ;  and 
if  she 'has  not  been  visited,  nor  molested,  she  is 
condemnedy  because  her  not  being  so  disturbed  is 
evidence  ihe  was  in  the  interest  of  the  enemy's 
bommeree  I  Nor  has  this  been  done  by  an  infe* 
•^ior  court,  or  ^ by  subordinate  agentSt  The  con* 
damnation  of*th^  Catharine  and  cargo  was  de* 
creed  at  Paris  hy  the  highest  prize  court  on  the 
10th  September,*  and  wfis.  confirmed  by  the  Em* 
peror  in  person  on  the  14th,  after  a  full  knowlp 
edge  or  the  circumstances,  and  af^er  a  favorable 
decision  on 'the  case,  had  becfa  promiaed  by  the 
French  Minister  of  Foreign.  Affairs.  Thus,  sir, 
is  situated  9ur  commerce  as  it  respects  France, 
aiid  sQph  is  theevldience  of  the  virtual  actual 
jrepeal  of  her  d^cpees* 

fitill;  sir,  if  we  are  going  to  war  with  Great 
Britain,  let  it  be  a  real,  efilctual,  vigorous  war. 
0ive  'us  a  naval  force.  This  is  the  sensitive 
ehor^.  yon  cai|  touch,  and  which  would  have 
mor^  effect  on  her.  than  ten  armies.  Give  ua 
thirty  swift-sailing,  well-appointed  frigates ;  they 
are  better  than  sevei^ty-fours ;  two  thirty-siz-gua 
frigaie^  can  be  buift  and  maintained  for  the  same 
expense  as  one  seventy-four,  and  fof  purpqses  of 
4innofance  for  which  we  want  them,  they  a>e 
better  than  two  seven ry-iburs ;  they  are  ^nanaged 
easier,  ought  to  sail  faster,  and  can  bcnavigated 
in  shoal  water.  We  do  not  want  seventh-fours  ; 
courage  being  eqiMl^  in  line-of- battle  ships,  skill 
and  experience  will  always  insure  success.  We 
are  not  ripe  fprthem;  but  butt-bolt  the  sides  of 
an  Amesfcau  to  thit  of  a  British  frigate,  and 
though  we  should  lose  sometimes,  we  would  wia 
as  often  as  we  should  lose.  The  whole  history 
of  the  Revolutioiiarv  war,  when  we  net  at  sea 
on  equal  terms,  wot|ld  bear  testimony  in  favor  of 
this  opinion.  Give  us,  then,  this  little  fleet  well 
appointed ;  place  your  Navy  Department  under 
an  able  and  spirited  Administration ;  give  tone 
.to  the  service.  Let  a  sentiment  like  the  follow* 
in^;  precede  every  letter  of  instruction  to  the  cap- 
tain of  bL  ship  pf  war^*^  Sir,  the  honor  of  the 
nation  is  in  a  degree  attached  -to  the  flag  of  your 
vessel;  remember,  that  it  may  be  sunk  without 
disgrace,  but  can  heVer  be  struck  without  dis- 
honor*"  Do  this ;  cashier  every  officer  Who  strikea 
his  flag^  and*  you  will  soon  have  a  good  account 
of  your  Navy.  This  may  be  said  to  be  a  hard 
tenure  of  service;  but,  hard  or  easy,  iir,  embark 
id  ait  actual,  vigorous  war,  and  in  a  few  weeks^ 
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perhaps  days,  I  would  ebgagie  completfly  to  offi- 
cer your  whole'  fleei  from  New  England  alone. 

Qive  us, this  little  fleet,  and  in  a  quarter  part  of 
the  time  you  eould. operate  upon  her  in  any  oth^r 
way,  we  would  htrng  her  to  terms  with  <  you — 
not  to  your  feet.  .  No^  Sir.  Great  iBrttain  is,  at 
present  the  most  colossal  power  the  world  ever 
witnessed.  Her  dominion  extends  from  ib^- ris- 
ing to  the  setting^sun.  Sorvey  it  fot  a  moment. 
Commencing  with  the  newly  found  continent  of 
rNew  Holland,  as  she  proceeds  she  embraces  ii.n* 
der  her  protection,  or  in  her  possession,  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands^  Java^  Sumatra;  passes  the  coast , 
<xf  Malacca ;  rests  for  a  short  time  fruitlasslv  to 
endeavor  to  number  the  countless  millions  of  her. 
aubjectsin  Hindpstan ;  winds  into  the  sea  of  Afa- 
bia;  skirts  aioni^  the  coasts  of  Coromandel 'and 
Ceylon ;  stops  for  a  moment  for  refreshment  at 
the  Cape  of  Q006  Hope ;  visits  her  plantations' 
of  the  Isles  of  Frtfnce  and  Bourbon ;  sweeps 
along  the  whole  of  the  Antilles^  doubles  Cape 
Horn  to  nrotecl  beV  whalemen  in  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Pacific  .oceans;. crosses  the  Ameri* 
ca4  continentfrom  dueen  Charlotte's*Sotmd  to 
Hudson's  Bay ;  glanciiig  in  the  passage  at  her 
colonies  of  the  Canadas,  Nora  Scotia,  and  New 
Brunswick ;  thence  coniin^iesto  Newfoundland, 
to  look  after  and  foster  her  fisheries,  and  theii 
takes  her  departure  for  th^  United  i^ingdoms  of 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  nor  r^ta  until 
she  reaches  the  Orknpy^ — the  tdiihia  thuk  of  the 
geographer  of  the  ancients.  Snch  an  overgrown 
oommercial  and  colonial  power  as  thisiuever  be* 
fore  existed..  True,,  sir,  she  has  an  enoirmoos 
national  debt  of  700  millions  of'  pounds  stealing, 
and  a  diurnal -expenditure  of  a  million  ofdoUars,' 
which,  while  we  are  whining  about' a.  want  of 
resources,  would,  in  six  short  weeks,  wipe  off  the 
whole  public«debt  ^(  the  United  States.  . 
.  Will  these  millstones  sink  her?.  Will  «bey 
eabject  her  to  the  power  of  France?  No,  sir^ 
burst  the  bubble  to-morrow;  destroy  the  fragile 
basis  on.  which  bar  public  .credit  stands,  the  sin- 
gle word  confidence;  sponge  her  national  debt; 
revolutionize  her  Government;  cut  the  throats  of 
all  her  royal  ftunily,  and  dreadful,  as  would,  be 
the  process,  stie  would  rise  with -renovated  vigor 
/rom  the  fall,  and  present  to  her  enemy  a  more 
imposing-,  irresistible  front  thaii.evier.  No,  sir; 
Great  Britain  cannot  be  subjuffated  by  France ; 
Che  genius  of  her  institutions,  the  genuine  aam%- 
cock,  bull-dog. spirit  of  her  people,  will  lift  her 
bead  above-  the  Waves  long  after  the  dynasty  of 
Bonanarte»^the  ilKgottte  power  of  France^  col-' 
lected  by  perfidy,  plunder,  and  usurpation,  like 
the  Unreal  image:of  old,  composed  of  clay,  and  of 
iron,  and  of  brass,  and  of  silver,  and  of  gold;  shall 
have  crumbled  into  atoms. 

From  this  belief  I  acknowledge  I  derive  a  sen- 
timent of  gratulation.  la  New  England  our 
blood  is  unmixed ;  we  are  the  direct  descendants 
^  Eaglisbmen ;  we  are  natives  of  the  soil.  In 
the  Legislature  of  the  respectable  and  once  pow- 
erful State  of  Massachusetts  now  in  session,  com- 
posed of  ilear  seven  hundred  members,  to  my- 
Itnowiedge  not  a  singLs  foreigner  holds  a 


.  As  Great  Britain  wroogs^os  t  would  fifbt  her. 
Y^t  I  should  be  worse  than  a  baWMrian  did  I  net 
reioice  that  -  the  sepulchres  of  our  forefathers, 
which  are  in  that  country,  wonld  remain  un* 
sacked,  and  their  coffins  rest  undisturbed  by  the 
unhallowed  rapacity  of  the  Goths  and  Saniceas 
of  modern  Europe.  ^ 

How  then,  sir,  will  it  be  asked,  are  wo  to  ope- 
rate on  a  Power  puch  as  I  have' described?  Let 
us  have  these  tliirty  frigates;  she  cannot  block- 
ade theqi;.our  coasts  are  inronrfttvor;  Cfae«le* 
meQts  are  in  our  favor;  ffom  November  to  the 
month  of  March^  in  the  Jiorthern  States  I  mean, 
all  the  navies  of  all  thfi  World  could  not  blockade 
them  in  our  ports;  with  our  inclement  weather 
and  northeast  and  southeast  storms,  and  hazard- 
ous shores,  ai\d^  tempestuous  northwest  gaite, 
which  afford  the  best  chances  to  go  off  the. coast, 
enemy  ships  >of  war  could  not  keep  their  stations. 
Divide  th^e  thirty  fristites  into  six  sqciadrons ; 
place  them  in  the  ikortbera  ports  residy  for  sea; 
and.  at  favorable^  moments,  we  wonld  pounoe 
upon  her  West  India  Islands,  and  repeat  the  gaoDs 
bt  De  Grasse  and  D'Estaing  in  1779  anici  1780. 
By  the  time  she  was  lociking  for  us  there,  we 
wouid  be  routed  Cape  Horn  cutting  up  her  whale* 
men.  When  pursued  there,  we  would  skim 
away  to  the  -Indian  ocean,  and  look. after  h«r 
China  and  India  fleets,  of  whom^we  wouM  give 
a  far  different  account  from  that  of  Linois,  the 
Frenchman. .  Occasionally  "We  would  look  after 
her  Cluebec  fleet,  and  ber  Jamaica  fleet  v  Mom^ 
times  w^  would  do  as  the  French  privateers  now 
do,  make  .ipur  appearance  in  the  cllops.  of  the 
Channel,  and  now  and  then  we  might  even  wind 
north^about,  and  look  into  the  Baltio.  We shobld 
sometimes  meet  wit^  disasters,  but  we  have  abun- 
dant •means.to  repair  them.-  Well  managed^it 
Would  require  a  hnndred  British  frigates  to  Watch 
the  morenrents  of  these  thirty.   ' 

These  are  th^  means,  sir,  by  whioh  I  would 
bring  Great,  Britain  irot  to  our  feet,  but  to  her 
senses.  -  The  Crovernment  of  Great  Britain  is  in 
some  degree  a  popular  one;  two  branobes  of  her 
Government — the  King  and  the  CommottB<^*are 
governed  by  the  popular  sentiment,  and  the  hosr 
pital  of  incurables  must  always  follow  snit.-^ 
Touch  the  popular  sentiment  effectually,  and  yoti . 
control  the  Commons ;  the  Commons,  by  witb- 
holding  the  supplies  and 'the  civil  Jist,  cQntrpl  the 
King  and  olitam  a  change  of  Ministry  and  a 
change  of  measures.  In  this-  way  von  obtained' 
the  peaco  of  1783.  Bad  it  depended  on  the  King 
and  the  Lords,  yon  would  not  have  had  a  peace 
until  thi4  tilde.  - 

W^ean'touch  the  popular  sentiment.  With 
the  fleet  I  have  mentioned  we  could' harass  great- 
ly the  .  commerce  of  Great  Britain ;  w«  could 
brf  1^  her  people,  to  theit  senses ;  •  we  could  make 
them  ask  their  Government  for  what  obtect  they 
continued  thus  t^  violate  our  rights?  Whether  it 
was  for  the  interest  of  Great  BYitain  to  throw  us 
into  the  lap  of  her  fenemy  ?  Whether  it  was  i€fp 
Her  interest  to  embitter  Us  toward  her  still  more?  . 
Whether  ir  was  for  hep  interest  to-aever  the  prin-  ' 
cipal  lien^of  ooAnezion  betwaen  her  and  us,  by 
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obUgiDg  lu  to  becottie  a  manofieluriog  people  ? 
Aod  oD.this.iiead  we  could  make  au  exbHuit  that 
wetfid  ntiMlisii  both  friends  aad  foes.  Whether  u 
was  for  her  interest  to  ibrce  as  to-beeome  pmaa* 
ta»lf  a  great  iB^rhime  oaiton^  destined,  oae  day 
or  ocber,  to  dispute  with  her  the  sceptre  of  the 
ocean  ^  la  short,  I- would  ^makethe  people  ask 
the  Govern  meat  aui  bono  in  this  war.  And  the 
mbaieBt  .this  is  effected  oq  both  skies  the  water, 
tiie  war  is  termioatedvthe  busiaess  is  froisbed,  and 
you  hav^  only  to  agree  on  faic  and  e)E|ttai  tei^ntsof 
peace. 

Look, at  the  expense  and  the«£fetft  Of  the  mea- 
sures you  have  adopted.  You  are  ta  hate  a 
standing  army  of  35,000  men,  SOfiQfy  Volunteei^, 
and  100,000  of  the-  militia.  These  yoti  cannot 
get  into  actual  service  without  the  militia,  at-less 
expense  than  forty*fi^e  millions  of  dollars  annu« 
ally^-the  waya  ai\(I  means  proposed  being  less  is 
no  evidence  tp4he  contrary— ino  experienced  mil- 
itapy  ma»canh  estimate  it  at  less.  What  are  you 
to  do  with  ii?  You  overrun  •  Canada  witfiout 
material  difficulty,  Q^uebec  exceyfted ;  that  Qib' 
laltar  of  the  Americai)  continent  caa  only  be 
takeh  by  regular  siege  and  investmeot)  you  Most 
starve  it  out,'burit*wiii  be  proWsiooed  for  thwe 
years  at  least,  and,  before  you  get^here,  itwtltbe 
folly 'gtfrrisoned  by  experienced  troops.  Thus, 
then,  to  get  duebec  you  have  got  to'sumn^er  and 
winter  a  siege  in  the  iiiee  of  an  able  and  veteran 
garrisoa  for  three  years,  and  in  a  climate  where, 
during  its  long  Wtnters,  the  thermometer  some^ 
times  standa  at  thirty-degrees  befow  zero,  and  the 
sentinels  freea^  at  their  posts.  Suppose  it  then 
fails,  what  d<y  you  then  get?.  Th^  gentleman 
froite  Vi«gtaSa  (Nil'.  Gilsb)  h&a  already  (old  you: 
four  enemy  takes,  possession  of  New  Orh»nsj' 
New  York,  Newport,  or  soma  other  ^prominent 
and  iitopoffant  point*— you  than  let  ona  hand  wash 
the  olhei^— make  the  ex^^hangej  antf  leave  off  just 
where  you'begdm,  with  a  deU of  91 30,00^000 and 
the  coQDtry  subjected  to  ail-  the  evils  of  war. 

Instead  of  tjiree  years'  expense  of  the  land 

forces,  take  one  year--call  it  $45,000,000  instead 

of  $130,000,000--contrast  tb'is  with  the  expense 

of  a  navy,     ^  '  •       • 

The  ei^isting  naval  force  of  the  United  States 

may  be  estimated  as  equal  to  ten  stout  frigates; 

twenty  additional  thirty-six  gun  frigates  would* 

cost,  aigreeably  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  of  November  19, 1811,^162,000 

each;  equal  for  twenty  new  frigates, 

to   -        *        -        -      *  -       -. '     -  $3,420,000 


add  twelve  per  cent^^per  annum,  to 
.keep  the  whol^  number  in  repair  for 
tea  years,  this  would  b^  •       t       -    5,832,000 


Making 


89,820.000 


Aaoual  expense  of^thifty  thirty-six- 
gun  frigates,  according  to  the  same  -     -■ 
estimate,  at  $102,000  anfiuaily,  is  •  .3,060,000 


Multiply^hie  sum  ten.  times  for  tan  ^ 

years'  service,  antl  it  would  give    •  30^000,000 

Add  the  first  cost,  in  complete  order, 
of  twenty  additional  frigates  now- 
proposed  ta  be  boilt        -       -,      •    3,420,000 

For  the  first  ye^rs  they  i^oak^,  want 
bat  little  comparative  expense,  but  -   - 


Thus  giving  an  efficient  maritime  force  of  30 
frigates  in  complete  order  for  ten  years,  with  a 
surplus  left  .sufficient  to  replace  every  ship  of  thi^ 
fleet, should  every  one  of  the  thirty  ii^  that  time 
be  lost  or  destroyed  b)'  the  enemy. 

Give  us,  then  a  navy.  .The  Senate  haye  pro- 
ceeded thus  far  with  a  unanimity  and  harmony 
highly  honorable  to  them  aq  men  and  as  states- 
roan.  This  jneasuie  will  be  "considered  as  .the 
test  of  our  sinceritv..  For  oue,  if  it  be  not  acced* 
ed  to,  however- relacthnt  it  may  be  to  my  feel* 
iujfs,  to  divide  at  a  moment,  like  this,  without  an 
effectual  defence  being  fivehus,  I  shall  not  oo|ft* 
sent  to  harden  my  constituents  with 
Annual  loans  4o  a  large  amottnt  $  * 
Additional  twenty-five  per  eent«  retention   oa 

dratvbacka^    thereby  oestroving  the    colonial 

trade,  and  crippling  the  Treasury  iasteui  of 

replenishing  k  $ 
New  and  heavy  tpnnhge  duties  on  our  owb  ves>- 

sebj  .    '    '    ,     - 

Dtttiesan  salt;: 
.    .       , on  licenses^ . 

on  auction  sales,  frequently  ihe  last  refOge 

of  ihe  .distressed; 
oa  refined  sugars ;     . ,  ^ 

,on  carriages,  chaises,  and  wagons,  for  the 

canriage  of  per&ons ; 
,  on  spirits—  .    *       - 

•  Not  sh^il ,  I,  aodar  such  circumstaoaas,  by>my 
vote,.eonsent  tcimpose  on  them  stamp  and  direct 
taxes,  cumr  multia  alvis^  that  n)ufit  follow — expea* 
ses  that  oug^  not  to  be  gone  into,  e)tcept  for  the 
purpose  of  vigorously  prosaeuUog  a  war  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  procure,  a  speedy  and  favorable 
peace,  the'only  rational  oibject  of  war. 

Peace  is  most  un^uestijMiably  Ib^  pfUkt  star  of 
the  policy  and  the  interjMt  o(  the  United  States; 
it  sh^utd  be  obtained  at  .every  -cost  short^  of  an ' 
essential  sacriAce*;  it  is  no  disgrace  for  an  iafanc 
not  to  contend  with  a  giant ;  i(  we  cannot  carry  oa 
the  war  With  all  the  energy,  and  the  fofoe,  aod 
power  of  the;  nation,  let  us  r^bord  our  wrongs, 
make  the  b^H  of  the  existing  state <of 'things,  and, 
when  we.hai^e  the  ability,  punish  our  aggressors 
to  the  last  letter  of  the  alphabet.  Possibly  this  is 
the  real  policy  of  the  United  States;*  but.  if  we 
are  to  go  (o  war,  give  us  a  davy ;  if  you  ao  not, 
and  oiir  comraefce  is/ abandoned,  our  navigation  , 
to  be  swept  fcom:  the  face  of  the  ocean,  our  houses 
ba^ttered  about  oar  ears,  and  we  are  denied  those 
means  ^f  defence  whicn  the  Ged  of  nature  has 
giteo^  us.  and  to  which  we  are  habituated,  then, 
indeed^  the  Northern  section  of  this  l/nioa  will 
be  little  better  situated  than  the  colony  of  Jamai* 
oa;  and,  forms  apart,  there  will  be  soQie  cause  to 
subject  that  it'has  little  more  real  voice  or  weight 
in  the-Couftcils  of  the  Gkivenameot  than  it  has  in 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

Giveao  oause,  sir,  fof  aaspteiona  of  thiaaori-^ 
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uke  off  your  restrictions*- on  muzzle  us^ — let  us 
have  peace  or  war.  If  we  have  war,  let  it  cotn- 
iBCQce  with  one  cheering  prospect,  the  prospect  of 
unapimity.  Give  us  this  little  fleet,  and  in  twelve 
short  months  after  it  has  been  fairly  launched  upon 
the  naain,  we  will  engage  to  render  you  a  gpoii  ac- 
count of  it,  we  will  be  enabled  proudly  to  show 
you,  that 

'  **  Our  march,  too,  shall  be  upon  the  mountain  wave, 
Our  cannon  shall  re-echo  o'er  the  deep.'* 


Friday,  Pehrnary  26. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  j'epreseirtatives  of 
SamAel  Lapsley,  deceased,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giiss,  Messrs.  Bradlby 
and  Grego  were  added  to  the  cpmmf  tiee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  .of  Charles 
Minifie. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  eomtnittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  relief 
6fihe  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  kte 
campaten  on  the  Wabash,"  reported  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coaimittee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  eqtitled  *"  An  ttcX  for  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Miller ;"  and  the  words  nine  bun- 
deed  and  sijtty  bavins  been  struck  out  of  the  bill, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  Hcruse  accdrdingly^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  wa^  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Gileb,  from  the  committee-  to  whom  was 
referwd  the  petition  of  Larkin  Smith, 'col lector 
of  the  district  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  Vir- 
ginia, reported  a  bill  for  the  Mief  of  the  collectors 
of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of  Norfolk  find  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  ^    . 

Mr.  Lloyd,  frnn  the  committee  to  whom  uras 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *' An  Ket.adthorfcing  a 
loan  for  a  sun\  not  erceediitg  eleven  ipilliods  of 
dollars,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr,  WoJiTBiNQTOir,  frota  the  compiitcee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  att  g[iv- 
ing  further  time  for  registering  cl^ijns' to  iand  in 
the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of-Orleans," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  moiion,  by  Mr,  Smith-j  of  Maryland,  the 
further  ^consideration  of  the  bill,  enijtled  *'  An  act 
coDcernfng  thfe  Naval  EstiTblishmeot,."  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  ol  thetfay  for,  MoA 
day  next. 

Monday,  March  2^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  4»f  the  collectors  of  the 
port3  of  Baltimore  and  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  tfonai deration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Rbbd,  on  the  21st  January, 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  commiltee,  further  to  consider  and 
report  thereon^  it  .was  d/etermine^  in  the  negative 
—yeas  12,  nays  14,  as  follows::  «   . 

YiA»— Messrs.  Andefsoii)  Bradley,  Campbell,  of 


Xennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gvegg,  How- 
ell, Robinson,  Tail,  Tomer,  and  Varanm. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Caits, 
Gaillard,  Germain  Giles,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert* 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  tdmith  of  Mainland}  and  Worth- 
ington. 

On  motion,'  by  Mr.  Lloyp,  the  ibotion  was  fur- 
ther amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Xtsolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  Ifouse  a  statement  so  fiur  as 
the  same;  may  be  j^racticable,  exhibitiii^  the  nuB^ier  of 
'ships  and  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage,  and  the 
several  kinds  and  amount  of  mercbaDdise,  being  of  ^e 
;growth,  produce,  or  manulaCture  of  tbe  Unked  8tale% 
or  territories  thereof,  and  t>f  oolontal  produce,  exported 
I  fromi  thence  to  any  port  or  places  «(i  France,'sabeeqoent 
to  the  period  at  which  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mil- 
an decrees  was  to  have  taken  place ;  stating  distinctly 
the  duties  payable  in  the  ports  of  France  on  eadi  aiti- 
clC;,  before  and  since  that  period.  ' 

On  the.  question  to  •  agree  to -the  motion,  as 
amended,  It  was  determined  in  the  Affirmative — 
yea»  17^  nays  12^  as  follows  i 

YiAs— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Bi^enC,  CamfMI 
of  Ohio,  Crawford,  .Cntts,  German,  Giles,  Goodoeh* 
Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leifa;  Lloyd,  Pope,  Koed,  abd 
Smith  of  Maiylaadi 

•  Nays— ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
Condit,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,. Robinson,  Smith 
of  New.  York,  Tail^  Turner,  Vamum»  and  Woith- 
ington,.  ,       '  ^    "   . 

-  Mr.  Lloyj).  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
relerred  th^  petition  6f  Mary  <  Nicholson,  reported 
"  that,  in  their  omnion,  it  is. inexpedient  to  make 
provieioQ  for  iiioi vidua!  cases  of  the  deaeriptlon 
of  that  of  the  petitioner  f^  ami  the  report  vas 
agreed,  to. 

Ob  motion,  bv  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and' made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to*au>rrow. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the'  petition  •of  Robert 
Young  and  others,  inhabitants  of  .the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
a  charter  for  a  bank,  under  the  title  of  jhe  ^'Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,"  for  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  petitign  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 'Messrs.  Brent^  Camp- 
bell, of  Tennessee,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  meinorial  of  John 
Parker,  tf  Boston,  merchant^  in  behalf  of  ^imself 
and  the  owU'ers  of  ihe.bri^antine  called  the  Cath- 
arine, and  her  cargo;  stating  that  the  said  brigan- 
tine,  whilst  proceeding  on  her  lawful  voyage  to 
St.  Petersburg,  was,  on  the  3d  of  May,- 1811,  eap- 
tured  by  a  French  privateer,  and  carried  into 
Dantzic  and  condemned,  and  praying' indemni- 
fication, fvr  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  mepao- 
ria^;  which  Was  read,  and  ordered- to  be  printed 
for  the  ifse  of  the  Senate. 

INQREASE  OP  THE  NAVY. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  o(  the 
bill,  entitled  ^^  An  aet  concermng  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment." 
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i  ^i*  Crawford  reffretted  that  his  il^heaUh  and 
waDt  of  strength  woald  DOtpermithim  thoroughly 
to  in^sjtigate  all  of  the  important  subjects  whicn 
have  been  incidentally  introduced  io  the  course 
of  this  discussiop.  The  proposition  .to  build 
twenty  frigates  has  no  intimate  connexion  with 
several  of  those  subjects,  whioh  might  with  ^reat 
propriety  have' been  kept  entirely.out  of  view; 
bat.  as  they  have  beeii  introduced,  he  woctld^  not 
decline  their  discussion.  >  Such  had  been  the  state 
of  his  health,  from  the  time  that  this  propositiob 
had  been  submitted  to  the  isensideratlon  of  ahe 
Senate,.that  he  had  not  until  this moroiag  deter- 
mined tb  paEticrpata  in  the  discussion.  The  ob- 
serYHtioaof  the  honorable  gentleman  from  iKeo- 
mcky  had  made  it  unnecessary  to  reply  to  miny 
of  the  statements  and  remarks  of  th^  honorable 
gentlemen  from  MassachuseUs  and  Virgip^a  (Mr. 
Lloyd  and  Mr.  Qiles.)  The  latter  gentleitoan 
complains  of  a  change  which  ho  says  h^s  taken 
place,  in  the  diaracter  of  the  discussions  of  this 
House,which  is  highly  detrimental  tp  the  freedom 
^of  debattf.  He  complains  that  the  motives  instead 
ofihe  arguments  of  the  speaker  have  jbeoome  the 
subject. of  investigation.  If  this  complaint  is^ 
founds  in  fiict,  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented ;  biic^ 
it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  whether  it  is  not  the 
necessary^  result  of  another  .change  in  Che  chart ' 
acterof  our  discussions  introduced  by  thoae  who 
make-  the  cottaplaint.  I(,  instead  of  presenting  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate  a  train  of  reason- 
ing; calculated  to  elucidate  the  proposition  under 
consideration)  the  speaker  should  substitute  the 
history  of  his  political  nfe,()piaions/and  /notives, 
he  ought  not  to  complain,  if  his  progered  substi- 
tute should  be  accepted. and  discussed  by  his 
opponents. 

The  same  gentleman  has  taken  a  ^view  of 
past  measures^  .which  are  very  remotely,  if  io 
any  degree,  connec|ed  with  t^e  proposition  before 
the  Senate.  Soch'a  review  as  will  enable  us  ty. 
avoid  the  errors  into  Which  we  may  have  fallen, 
from  precipitancy  or  from  the  want  of  su^cient  in- 
formation of  the  subjects,  jipon  which 'We  have 
been  compelled  to  legislaie,  may  be  highly  useful. 
But  if  this  review  shoold  be  conducted  simply 
with  the  design  «f  proving  thai  tbe  reviewer  has 
always*  been  right,  and  those  opposed  to  him.  al- 
ways wrong,  it  is  impossible  to  discover  any.  ben- 
efit which  can  result  from  it.  it  n^ay  indeed  be- 
highly  gratifying  to  the  ^aker,  but  it  cannot 
excite  any  pleasurable  sensation  in  the  bosoms  o( 
those  who  are  charged  with  being  uniformly 
wrong.  A  procedure  of  this  kind  is  calculated  to 
irritate  and  to  produce  the  effect  of  which  that 
honorable  gemleqian  has  -so  seriously  complained. 
It  is. natural  for  every  fttan  to  believe  Ihat  his 
opinions  are  right,  and  that  those  who  differ  with 
hira  are  wrong.  The  differepce  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  and  other  men  coqsibts  not 
inMhou^ht  but  in  words.  Every  man  believes 
that  he  is  right,  but  every  man  does  not  upon  all 
occasions  undertake  to  prove. that  he  has  always 
beeiv  right. 

The  same  geatlemaa  has  gi^ren  ns  the  history 
Of  proceedings  at  several  ino£Bcial  meetings  of  the 


members  of  Congress  during  the  Winter  of  1809. 
which  in  his  opinion  influenced  the  conduct. of 
that  body  upon  several  importknt  questions.  Mr. 
p.  said  he  had  not  attended,  anv  of  those  meet- 
iDgs,  and  had  never  felt  himsieli  under  any  obli* 
gation  to  conform  to  their  determination.  It  Wfis 
impossible  for  hipi  to  discover  any  assignable  re- 
lation '  between  the  history  of  those  inofficial 
meet ings,^  and  the  propo^i4io'n  to  build  twenty 
frigates.  Nor  had  he  been  able  to  discover,; that 
the  history  of  the  embargo,  and  the  agency  of  oar- 
ticular  individuals  in  procuring  its  repeal,  nad 
any  tendency  to  elucidate  thatpropositioo.  Upon 
this  subject  he  would  only  say,  that  the  gentleman 
must  be  mistaken,  in  the  inference  which  he  had 
drawn,  .from  the  vote  of  ;he  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1800,  hy  which 
Mr!  CHjTTfiKOEif's  resolution. for  repealing  the 
embargo  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This 
•vote.is  offered  by  that  gentleman  as  unquestioo^ 
able  evidence,  that  a  majority  of  that  body  had, 
as  early  hs  that  day^  determined  to  repeal  the 
embargo.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  take  the  {rouble  of  examining  the  whole 
of  thi^  Joui-nal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
that  day,  a  part  of  which  it  appears  he  has  exam- 
ined, he  will  .find  that  the  inference  which  he 
has  drawn  froih .  that  vote  is.  contradicted  by  a 
^emn  decision  of  that  House.  In  page  two  hvm* 
dredand  tweDty-^e'v.en  he  will  find  an  amendment 
ofiered  to  the  act  for  en.forcipg.the  emhargo^  in 
the  words  following : 

«8ac.  l^  And  be  it  further  enaaed.  That  this  act, 
and  Uie  act  entitled  ad  act,  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  h^bors  of  this  Uni- 
ted States,  and  all  laws  supplementary  thereto,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  repealed,  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  March  n^xC* 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  andnaya— r 
yeas  35/ nays  81 .  Th)e'  Houseof  Represea tatl.ves, 
instead  of  foraishing  ^vjdence  of  their  determi- 
nation to  repeal  the  embargo  as  early  as  the  fifth 
day  9f  laauary-as  the  gentleman  has  sdpposed, 
gave  the  mo^t  i^equivocal  evidence>of  their  de- 
jtermination  neither  to  repeal  it  then,  or  two 
months  afterwards.  Mr.  0.  said  he  was  neither, 
qualified  or  disposed  to.decii^  bet  weed  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  touching  the  agency  of  the  former  in 
pro\|aciDg  the  repeal  of  the  embargo.  That  gen- 
tleman hadasciibed  its  repeal  tp  the  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States-^hec'ause  iie  had  de- 
clined ta|^in|p  into  the  public  service  fiCteen  hun- 
dred seamen.  By  the  estimate*  for  the  preseol 
year  it  appears  that  six  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-two  seam^  wtli  man  the  whole  of  our 
poblio  vessels,  vDcluding  twenty-two  gunboats. 
The  seafaring  men  in  the  United  States.may  be 
estimated  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  thousand, 
and  yet  bf  employing  fifteen  hundred,  wbich^ 
together  with  those  then  in  service,  might  amount 
to'five  thousand,' the  gentleman,  from  Virginia 
would  have  insured  theexecuiion  of  the  emwgo. 
by  creatiD]gr.a  scarcity  of  sailors  to  navigate  the 
Tessds  destined  for  its  violation.  ,   ^, 

9ut  the  puhiic  vescels.cajiled  into^ervice  hy  the 
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employment  of  \he»&  fifteen  hundred  seamen 
would  ha? e  executed  the  embarj^o !  An  embarji^ 
is  a  municipal  regulation  and  can  only  be  exe- 
cuted efficiently  upon  land.  The  g^reat  mass  of 
violations  was  committed  by  vessels  which  cleared 
out  for  ports  in  tbe  United  States,  but  Which 
sailed  to  foreign  ports.  In  sailing  from  port  to 
port  it  is  impossible  to  sail  in  a. direct  line,  and 
It  would  have  been  equally  imnossible  to  have 
framed  rnstruqtions  which  would  have  enabled 
youc  naval  offi.cers  to  have  executed  the  embargo, 
if  they  had  had  the  physical  power.'  But  a  part 
of  the  public  vessels  were  in  service,  and  were 
employed  in  the  execution  of  th&t  measure,  and 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  been  able 
to  show  that. any  ejssential  service  bas  .been  renr 
deced  by  them;  Upon  this  view  of  the  sObject 
-Mr.  C.  said  he  had  voted  against  the  employment 
of  an  additional  number  of  seamen  in  1809,  and 
believing  that  the  proposition  novv  advocated  by 
that  gentleman  was  calculated' to  din^inish  and 
not  to  increase ''the  means  of  >  annoying  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean  he  should^vote  against  it. 
In  the  year  1809^,  as  well  as  upon  the  present 
question,  he  certainly -believed  he  was  lisrht,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  the  srentleman  from  Virginia 
then  thought,  and  now  thinks,  thfit  he  is  right. 

The  honorable  c^entleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr;  Llo'to)  thinks  that  n6thing  has  been  done 
by  the  Government  for  commerce,  whilst  com- 
merce'h&s  done>  every  thing  for  the  nation;  that 
commerce  has  paid  into  the  public  Treasury 
#300,000,000.  if  it  is,  contended,  that  thia  sum 
hits  been  paid  excludvely  by  cboimerce,  nothing 
«aK  be' mdre- incorrect.  The  sionay  collected 
fi*em  imposts  Aftd  duiiea  isnaM.by  the  eonsu^er 
of  merchandise  upon  whiea  the  duties  are  im-. 
posed.  It  is  collected  immediately  from  the  mer-^ 
cbant, and  ultimately  from  the  nation.  Tiie  only 
money  paid  into  the  Treasury  which  can-  justly 
be  placed  to  the  exclusive  credit  of  ^cpmmerce^  i.s 
the  sum  retained  by  the  Government  upon>  de*. 
bentures,  which  is  only  7-lOths  of  one  per^^cent. 
apon  goods  paying  a  duty  6f  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
Talocem,  and  has  never  amoui^ted  to  $400,000  in 
any  one  year.  The  exp<^t  of  fbreign  productions 
from  the  United  States  in  the  year  1807,  exceeded 
$59,000,000,  and  the  sum  paid  into  the  Treasury 
that  yearon^  account  of  drawbacks  was  about 
9390,X)00,' which  is  the  greatest  amount  received 
from  that  soqtce  of  revenue  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government. 

7he  dtMy  upon  tonnage,  like  the  duty  iii^posed 
on  merchandise,  is  paid  by  the  consumer  or  erower 
of  the  cargoes  transported  by  the  sbip-holders,  of 
.whom  this <luty  is  immediately  cpllecied*  The 
ultimate  payment  of  this  duty  by  the  grower  or 
eonaumet  Will-  depend  upon  the  relative  demand 
for,  and  supply  of  the  articles  in.  the  market  to 
whieli  they  are  Exported.  -^  If  the  demand  for  the 
article  is  greater  than  the  qoantity  in  the  market, 
it  is  paid  by  the  consumer ;  if  the  supply  exceeds 
the  demaiid,it  is  paid  by  the  grdwer,  in  the  form 
of  a  reduction  of  4he  price  of  the  article  equlil  to 
the  duty  imposed. 

It  is  a  subject  of  lasting  regret  that  local  f^U 


ings  and  local  interests  should  have  been  so 
strongly  excited  in  the  dtsctissidn  of  this  ques- 
tion. The  gentleman  fromKew  York  (Mr.  Ger- 
UAif  )has  asserted  that  the  people  of  the  Southern 
4nd  Westysm  States  are  decidedly  hostile  to  com- 
merce^ and'  that  their  opposition  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  build  an  additional' number  of  frig^ates  is 
the  rfcstth  of  ihat  hojttility.  It  is  highly  impor- 
tant to  investigate  tbe  truth  of  this  assertion.  Its 
refutation,  |f  untrue,  is  imperiously  'deolanded. 
That  every  well  informed  coijim unity  under- 
stands its  immed'iate  interet5t,;and  is  disposed  to 
foster  tliose  measures  which  are  calculated  to 
promote  thatintl^rest^are  propositions  which  can* 
hot  be  denied.  The  greatest  amount  of  domestic 
articles  exported  from  the  United  States  in  otfe 
year  has  beeii  about  $49,000,000;  The  single  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  has  constituted  about  $14,000,000 
of  that  amount,  and  .that  article  is  cultivated  only 
in  the  three  Southern>  States,  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and'the  two  Southern  Terrftorfes.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennea- 
^ee'does  not  cultivate  cotton  for  exportation,  but 
those  States  export  a  tonsiderable  amount  of  other 
.articles,*  (he  precise  ambuat'of  which  cannot  be 
ascertained,  but  there  can  be  no  danger  oT  con- 
tradiction in  hazarding  the  assertion  that  the 
same  number  of  people  in  any  other  part  of  tbe 
Union  do  .not' furnish  the  same  amount  of  ^o- 
tnestic  artides  for  exponation.  Without  com- 
merce, the  anmual  sum  of -914,000,000  iA-the  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  alone,  estimated  n\  a  fair  price, 
would  be  lost  to  that  partpf  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Southern  States  which  is  employed  in  the  culti- 
viltion  of  cotton. 

Who  are  th^  most  interested  in  eommeree,  the ' 
growers  of  the.  articles,  the  exchange  and  trans- 
portation- of  which  constituted  commerce,  or  the 
factors  and  freighters  employed  in  th^  exchan^. 
and  transportation  of  those  articles?  Can  any 
man  doubt  for  one  moment  that. the  growers,  the 
rightful- .owners  of  the  articles  to  be  exchanged, 
are  moro  deeply  interested  .in  commerce  than  the 
merchant  acid  ship-holder,  who  only  make  a  profit 
from  the  sale  and  transportation  of  the  articles 
exchanged  ? '  If  the  profit  they  derive  from  com- 
merce should  be  so  enof'mons  as  to  exceed  the 
original,  value  of  those  articles  in  the  hands  of 
thegrdwers,  still,  it  can  be  demonstrated- that  the 
'interest  of  the  latter  is  more-  vitally  afiected  by  a 
prosperous  or  adverse  state  of  commerce,  than 
jthat  of  the  merchant  or  ship-holde^  ^  The  mer- 
chant will  be  regulated  in  the  price  which  he 
gives  (o  the  grower  by  the  state  of  the  market 
and  the  .price  of  transpqrtation  to  tbe  market. 
Let  the  pirice  be  what  it  may  in  foreign  markets, 
the  merchant  rs  regulatcid  by  it,  and  can  only  be 
afi^teti  by  sudden  cbanffes  in  tho^e  markets 
which  may  be  prejudicial  or  advantageoos  to 
him.    It  is  a  mattet  of  small  moment  to  him 


*  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  surplas  produc- 
tions of  thoBcr  Sutes  Amount  to  oae-tkinf  of  the  do- 
mestic exports  of  the  United  i^tatea,  and  Uieir  rapre- 
santotion  n  lass  than  one-fifth  of  that  of  the  United 
SUtea. ' 
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whether  the  urticles  in  which  he  deals  hfiDs  a 
high  or  low  price  in  the  market  to  which  they- 
are  tent/ if  that  price  is  not  variable,  because  h« 
wilt  regulate  the  price  be  gives 'for  them  hj  the 
price  which  Ive  can  obtain/  But  the  price  >^hich 
those  articles  will  l>ripg  in  the  market  to  which 
they  are  sent,  is  all  important  to  the  grower,  be- 
cause  it  wiliTcgtilate  toe  price  which  .neb. to  re* 
ceive  for  theni  beyond  the  po^er  of  his  control. 
Every  circomstafice  which  tends  to  destroy  com* 
petittoQ  add  reduce  the  number  of  markets  to 
which  our  produte  is  sent,  vitally  affects  the 
intefeat  of  the  grower.  The  planter,  the'farmer, 
is,  therefore,  more  deeply  interested  in  the  pros* 
pe'ritv  of  that  commeree^  which  finds  a  ttiarket 
ror  the  anoui^  sorplas.  productions  of  his  indoa** 
try,  than  the  merehaat  or  ship-holder.  This  direct 
comtneree^is  indispensabTe  to -the  internal  growth 

.and  improvemeAt  of  the  country,  and  to  the  com- 
fort and  htfppiness  of  the  people,  «ndf  more  so  to 
tlie  people  ot  the  Southern-  and  WeftteVn  States 
than  aifjr.  other  paUlof  the  United  States.  Sir, 
we  are  not  so  grossly  ignorant  as  jto  mistake  our 
interest  m  this  matted  We  know  that,  withoiu' 
commerce,  without  a  market  iior  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions ef  our  labor,  we  should  be  deprived,  of 
many  of  those  articles  which  long  habit 'has  made 
neoes^ary  to  our  ea&tii  and  coQafort.  If,  tl^en,  we 
are  not  gr<^sly  ignorant  of  our  true  interest, 
nothing  can  be  inore  unfounded  than. the  accusa- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  NeW  York  (Mr.  Gsltr 
MAN.)  The  charge  must  be  ther  result  of  igno- 
rance or  prejodice.    M)u  C.  sai<l  he  would  not 

•follow  the  ej^ample  of  that  gentleman  by  saying, 
^  perhaps  this  prejudice  mi^ht  be  an  honest  pre- 
judice." No,  he' wouldnot  insvll  the  feeling?  of 
that  gentleman ;  he  would  nbt.  question  his  vera- 
city or  integrity  by  stating  hypOlhetically^  "  that 
perhaps*  his  opinitms^ were  honest."  WniUt  he 
repelled  this  unfounded  charge  in  the  manner 
which  its  •nature  imperiously  demaodefj,  he  ,had 
no  besitationi  iii  admitting  thl^t  the  opinions  ,6f 
that  gentlemen,  whether,  the  result  of;  prejudice 
or  of  ignorance,  wer^  strictly  honest.  Mr.  C* 
said  there  wasiro  man  in  the  nation  morefriendly 
to  that  commerce  which  he  had  deseribed  than 
he  waS)  and  that  no  part  of  the  nation  cherished 
it  with  more  aidor  than  that  which  he  in  part 
had.  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  ^oor.  But,  sin 
there  is  a  commerce  which  |uts  been. prosecuted 
to  a  vel'y  great  extent  by  the  commercial  capital- 
ists of  the  United  States,*^  for  the  prosperity  of 
which  the  agricditural  part  of  the  natjon  do  riot 
feel  the  sdme' solicitude.  .     ■        / 

In  the  year.  18G7,  the  Uniud  States  exported 
upwards  of  $59,000,000  of  foreign  .productions.  • 
This  commerce  has  nd  connexion  with  or  de- 
pendence upon  the  annual  surplus  productions  of 
the  coqnfry,  which  is  the  onl^  commerce  that  es- 
sentially, prbmotes  domestic  mdi^try  and  multi- 
plies the  dom^tic  comforts  d*  the  .great  mass  of 
the  people.  .This  eemmerc^  which  is  the  legiti- 
mate o&pring  of  war,  «nd  expires  with  the  first 
dawning  of  peace,  is  prosecuted  prtncipally  by 
onr«  commercini  icijies  to.the  east-  and  north  of 
the  Potomac.    The  iandholder8,.the  country  peo- 


ple, the^great  tduns  of  agriculturisu  in  the  Uofjted 
States,  never  had^  and  n^ver  can  have  any  direct 
interest  it..*  The  farmer  of  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle States,, and  the  plapter  of  the  Southern  apd 
Western  States,  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  this 
commerce..  Whetlier  it  be  prosperous  or  adverse, 
is  a  matter  of  small  concern  to  them,  and  noth- 
ing but'an  effort  of  pure,  disinterested  patriotism 
could  induce  them  to  jeopardize  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  nation,  and  stake  the  prosperity 
of  the  direct  commerce  of  the  country,  for  thre 
protection  of  this  mushroom  xommerce.  Thia 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  chieffy  in  the  pror 
dnctions  of  the  French  and  Spanish  colonies 
^as  alihost  eradicaMid  in  1805  by  tbedeeibioos  of 
the  British  Court  of  Ada^iralty^n^hich  establish* 
ed  the  principle  that  neutrals  snould  prosecute  no 
trade  in  tiiiie' pf  war  which  they  did  not  enjoy 
in  peace.  ^  This  clecision  did  not  affect  the  direct 
conunerce  of  the  natioQ.  That .  commerce  ia 
which  the  figriculturist,  the  farmer,  nnd  the  plant- 
er, has  so  4leep  an  interest,  was  prosecuted  as  suc- 
cessfully a6  though  this  decision  had  never  been 
made.  But  an  acquiescence  in  this  princjLple  of 
the  British  Government,  asserted  ana  promulga- 
te^ throngh  its  Courts  of  Admiralty,  would  have 
been' an  abandonment  of  the  colonial  carrying 
trade,  which  had  been  so  extensively  prosecuted 
by  our  commercial  cities  during  the  present  Eu- 
ropean'war.  As  a  neutral  nation,  we  had  a  right 
to  prosecute  ^his  trade,  liowever  deeply  it  might 
affect  the  interestof  either  of  the  belligerent  na- 
tioQs,  That  the  e^ptensiye  prosecution  of  this 
trade  deeply  affected  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
cannot  be  denied.  It  impoverished  her  West  Ia« 
dia  planters,  and  cherished  a&d  promoted  the  proe^ 
perity  .of 'those- of  France  and  Spain,  with  whom 
she  was  atan^ar«  The  merchants  of  the  .United 
States^  under  our  system  of  drawbacks,  were  en- 
abled to  undersell  the  British  merchants  m  foreign 
markets:  The  productions  of  the  French.  Knjl 
Spanish  West  Indi^  through  our  agency,  found 
a.profitable  market,  to  the  almost  tptal  exclusion 
of  those  of  ^reat  Britain.  >  It.appeaj;8  by  a  report 
made  to  the  Bcitish  HoQ^.  ot  QOmmona  several 
years  ago.  that  the  t^t  managed  estate  in  Ji^ 
maica  did  not  yield  mo/e  than  seven  per  cent., 
an#that  tfaie  average  produce  of  estates  in  that 
island  did  not  exceed  three-and -a- half  per  cent. 
The  cominitt^e  which  made  this  report  to  the 
Hduse  of  Commons,  ascribe  the  unproductive- 
ness, of  the  West  la^ia  estates  to  the  commerce 
which  the  American  m^chants  carried  on  in  the 
productions  of  their  enemies'  coldnies,  tp  the  total 
exclusion  of  the  productions  of  the  British  West 
India  islands  from. the  maHcets  of  the  continent  o[ 
Europe.  Among  the  remedies  proposed  for  that 
ev;il  by  the  committer  is,  the  exclusion  of  the 
American  merchants,  n<)t  simply^  frpni  this  com^ 
merce,  but  from  all  commerce  with  their  enemies' 
colonies,  even  for  home  .consumption,  -Against 
thedecisiOn  tnade  by  their  Courts  of  Admiralty  in 
1805^  which  was  intended  to  give  the  British  mer- 
chants the  exclusive  right  of  vending  West  India 
productions  jn  the  Continental  markets,  the  Ame- 
rican merchant^  i&-  the  principal  con^mercialcit- 


J 


155 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


156 


Senate. 


Increase  of  the  Navy, 


March,  1812. 


ies  most  solemnly  protested^  and'  presealed  me- 
morials to  Congress,  in  which  they  re]>re^eDted 
the  direful  effects  it  was  calculated  to  produce. 
They  stated  that  their  warehouses  were  full  of 
West  India  productions,  which  must  perish  on 
their  hands  unless  the  British  Government  cduld 
be  induced  to  abandon  this  principle  :  they  pro- 
posed a  special  missioDj  and  pledged  themselres 
to  support  at>y  measure  the  Govern mei\t  s^hould 
adopt  for  vindication  of  this  right,  so  essential  to 
their  interest.  A  special  *  mission  was  sejit. 
Shortiv  after  this  erent  the  Berlin  decree  was 
promulgated,  and  the  British  Ministry  seized 
upon  it  as  a  pretext,  not  simply  to  enforce  the 
principle  established  in  their  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty, that  neuti;als  should  prosecute  no  trade  in 
war  which  ihey  did  not  enjoy  in  peace  ;  but  that 
neutrals  sho.uld  not  trade  wilh  any  port  or  place 
from  which  their  vessels  were  excluded,  unless 
they  should  first  enter  a  British  port  and  pay  tri- 
bute, under  the  denomination  of  transit  duties.- 
Thus,  bj  contending  for  the  right  of  trade  in  the 
produotion's  of  the  belUgetent  coloniesr;  by  insist- 
ing to. be  the  carriers  of  France  and  Spain  and 
their  coroaies,  when  they  were'unable  to  carry 
for  themselves,  we  have*  jeopardized  the  general 
commerce  of  the  nation — we  have  sacrificed  that 
commerce  which  Is  essential  to  the  internal 
groi^th  and  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to' 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people.  And  yet, 
sir,  y^e  are  told  that  we  have  done  i^oth(jig  lot 
commerce ;  that  we  have  ruined  conimerce  ;,  nay, 
sir,  we  are  upbraided  by  thegentiemanfrom  New 
York^  (Mr.  GERMAN,)'with  having  intended  to 
rain  It,  and  that  tbe  people  of  the  Southern  tfnd 
Western  States  are  radically  hostile  to^  the  pros- 
perity-of  commerce;  If,  sir,  Wb  would  take  the 
trouble  of  examining  this  subject  rationally,  the 
charge  o(  hostfllty  to  commerce  wduld  never  be 
reiterated  against  the  Squtheriv  and  Western 
States.  There  is  no  possible  point  of  collision 
betweeYi  those  States  and  Great  Britain.  What 
is  the  summit  of  our  wishes  in  relation  ^q  <!0m- 
inerce?^  A  good  market  for  the  surplus  produc- 
tions of  our  labor.  What  nation  furnffhes  us 
with  the  most  ^xtentiv^  and  suitable  market  for 
this  surplus?^'  Great  Britain.  Froiii "whom  do 
wc  receive  the  supply  of  articles  which  habiAias 
made  necessary  to  our  comfort?  From  Great 
Britain.  The  benefits  resultingfrom  the, inter- 
course between  the  United  States,  jind  especially 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  and  that  na- 
tion, when  conducted  upon  just  and  liberal  priii- 
ciples,  are  strictly  reciprocal.  ' 

Where  is  the  point  of  collision  between  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  and  Great  Britain  ? 
None.  That  point  is  to  be  found  alone  in  the 
£astern;and  Middle  States.  The  principle  that 
neutrals  should  enjoy  no irade  in  war  not  per-, 
Jkiitted  in  peace,  did  not  affect  the  8outhe^n  and 
Western  States;  it  almost  exclusively  affected 
the  commercial  cities  to  the  north  and  east  of 
the  Potomac*  -The  principle  gave  way  to,  or 
rather  was  merged  in  the  Orders  in  Council  of 
November,  1807,  which  alike  destroyed  the  direct 
commerce  df  the  country,  and  the  colonial  carry*  J 


ing  trade,  with  the  whole  world,  except  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  few  ports  then  op^n  to  ber  vessels. 
These  orders.wef  e  the  result  of  the  pressure  made 
upon  her  Councils  by  the  merchants  trading  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  inhabitants  df  those 
islands*;  or  fhey  were  the  result  of  a  mean  and 
sordid  jealousy  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
4he  United  States. .  If  they  w^re  the  result  of 
the  first  cause  assigned,  the  contest  now  about  to 
be  waged  will  be  undertaken  wholly  on  accovnt 
of  the  commercial  part  W  the  nation ;  because 
the  agriculturist,  in  Whatever  part  of  the  United 
States  be  may  reside,  whether  In  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  or  Southern  and  Western  States,  has  no. 
interest  in  tl^e  colonial  d^rrying  trade.  If  the  sec- 
ond cause  assigned  should  be  the  true  one,  we  jba ve 
only  to  ascertain  which  of  the  States  are  princt- 
pally  agricultural,  and  which  are  principally 
commercial,  to  determine  upon  whose  account 
the  intended  war  is  to  be  prosecuted. '  The  con- 
test then  which  we  are  aoout  to  commence^  as 
already  stated,  is  the  result  of  the  colonial  ^carry- 
ing trede,  -or  it  is  the  result^  of  the  commercial 
jealousy  of  Great  Britain ;  .it  is,  th^efore,  a  eon- 
test  rendered  necessary  by  the  injustice  of  Great 
Britain,  to  which  injustice  she  has  been  excited 
by  the  pursuits  and  interests  of  the  commercial 
cities  ioi  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  and  not 
by  tht>se  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States. 
If  this  contest  is  now  given  up— i(iishonorably 
abandgned-^-the  disgrace  of  that  abandonment, 
and  the  total  exclusion  frbm  the  colonial  carry- 
ing trs^de  consequent  thereon,  must  rest  upon  the 
Eastern  gentlemen.  Let  them  consider  ot  it ;  let 
them  abandon  it  at  their  peril.  Onee  abandoned 
by  .those  exclusively  interested  in  it,  we  «haU 
not  again  be  lightly  induced  to  jeopardize  the 
direct  cpmmerce  of  the  nation,  by  engaging  in  a 
contest  where  we  have  '^erythipg  to  lose,  and 
nothing  to  gain — a  contest  to  which,  under  such 
cir<;umstances,  we  shall  be  impelled  neither  by 
interest  or  honor,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  which 
we  shall  have  just  >eason  to  apprehend  the  de- 
fection of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  would  be 
uYidertaken. 

Thehonorable  gen  tleinan  from  Massachusetts  * 
(Mr.  LloVd)  has  presentedYor  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
land  and  naval  force  necessary  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  War  With  Great  Britain.  The  state- 
ments and  arguments  of  that  .gentleman  are  en- 
titled to  great  weight, 'but  there  is  iust  reason  to 
doqbt  the  correctness  of^his  calculations  in  the 
present  case.  He  has  supposed  thatiBe  regjilar 
force  and  volunteers^  making  together  eighty-five 
thousand,  will  cost  the  nation  annually  $45,O0O,- 
000.  It  is  beKeved  that  this  estimate  must  be 
incorrect^  because  the  estimate*  for  ten  thousand 
men  for  the  present  year  is  less  than  $^$,000,000. 
Admitting,  thenj  that  eiffhty-five  thousand  men 
will  be  kept  in  service  the  whoU  vear,  the  ex- 
pense, according  to  .this  estimate,  will  not  exceed 
926,000;000 ;  ahd  there  is  strong  reason  to  con- 
fide in  their  accuracy,  because  it  is  believed  the 
estimates  of  this  department  bave  never  been 
deficient.    But  it  is  not  expected,  or  believed, 
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that  any  large  proportion  of  the  Tolanteers  will 
be  called  into  service  at  aay  one  time,  or  reaiaiD 
long  la  service  whea  called  upon.  It  is,  there- 
fore^  not  probable  il^t  the  land  service  will  cost 
the  natioo  more  than  Zl5fiO0flO0,  because  the 
regular  force,  jf  ,kept  ip  service  the  whole  year, 
vrill  not  require  an  expenditure  of  more  tluin 
^11,000,000,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  volunteers 
and  militia  who  may  be  called  ioto  service  wHI 
not  cost  the  nation  tnore  than  $4,000,000.  The 
calculations  ef  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  ^Mr.  IiLoyd,)  relati/e  to  the  Navy, 
are  liable  to  objections  of  a  different  nature..  He 
estimates  the  present  naval  force  of  the  United 
Stat&i  as  equal  tO'-ten  stout  fri^tes/and  the  ex- 
pense of  butldjng  t^renty  frigates  of  thirty-six- 
gum  at  $3,420,000.  The  annual  expense  of 
thirty  frigates  he  estimates  at  $3,060,000.  The 
estimates  of  the  .War  Department  are  not  relied 
upon  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  notwithstand- 
ing the  history  of  that  department  entitles  them 
to  the  fullest  credit,  wliilf  the  estimatejl  of  the' 
Navy  Department  are  implicitly  received  by 
him,  notwithstanding  the  history  of  that  depart- 
ment, from  its  organization  to  the  present  ^ay, 
proves^  conclusively  that  ^hey  cannot  be  safely' 
relied  od.  That  the  estimates  of  that  depart- 
ment, upon  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
faunaed  bis  calculations,  are  not  entit(sd  to  im- 
plicit faith,  cap  be  clearly  demonstrated.  The 
vessels  in  service  in  the  year  1808  carried  one 
hundred  and  six'ty-two  guns,  and  cost  the  nation 
$1,056,87*^^  which  is  at  the- rate  of  $6,520  per 
gun.  At  this  rate  of  expense,  thirty  frigates  of 
thirty-srx  guns  would  cost  the  nation  annually 
1(7,04i;880.  In  1809,  we  had  three  hundred  and 
fifty-four  ffuns  in  service,  which  cost  $2,816,129; 
^hich  is  $7,736  per  gun.  At  this  rate  of  expense 
the  thirty  frigates  would  annually  cost  $8,354,- 
880.  In  ]81§,  th#  estimates  are  for  three  hun- 
dred .and  fifty *six  guns,  and  the  expense  is  esti- 
mated at  -92,504,669,  .which  iW  ^,035  per  gun. 
At. this  rate  of  expense  the  thirty  fi^igates  Vtrould 
cost  anntiallx  $7^97,800.  The  estimates  of. these 
years  have  been  resorted •  to  because  they  were 
the  only  estimates  which  were  at'  my  iodginga. 
The  average  annual  expense  of  a  gun  during 
these  three  years  has  been  $7,130.  and  ihe  annual 
expence  of  the  thirty  frigates  #ould  accordingly 
be  ^,700,400^  instead  of  $3,060,000,  as  estimated 
bv  the  honorable  gentleman  irom  MasAchusetts, 
(Mr.  Lloti>.)  'Hiat  gentlen^m  estimate?  the 
annual  cost  of  repairs  at  '42  per  cent.,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  thirty  frigates  for  ten  years,  in- 
cluding the  original  cost  of  buikjiag  twenty  new 
ones,  at  $30,852,000.  The  thirty  frigates,  accord- 
ing to  the  average  expense  of  th.ree  years  of  peace, 
actually  incurred.  wilP  cost  the  nation  in  ten 
years  $77,004,0b0,'  to  whfch  add  the  cost  of  the 
twenty*  new  frigates,  and  twelve  percent,  annu- 
ally on  that  sum,  and  on  (he  cost  of  those  now  in 
service  estimated  atf  half  that  amount,  and  you' 

•  fa,480,090.      '•  ^ 

t  91^710,000,  making  ^6,130,000,  twelve  per  centw 
for  lea  years  is  $6,156,000,  making  together  $9,576,- 
000,  and  added  to  $77,004,000  is  j$86,660,000. 


will  have  the  aggregate  .<iom  of  $86,580,000,  in- 
stead of  t\^e  sum  of  $39,852,000  as  estimated  by 
that  gentleman. 

But  there  is  just  reasou  to  .believe  that  the  es- 
tidiaten  now  presented  are  cind^,.rather  than  over 
the  truth.  The  estimates  of  that  department  hftve 
frequently  been  deficient,  and  extraordinary  ap- 
propriations have  several  times  been  maae  to 
supply  those  deficiencies.  The  allowance  for  re- 
pairsj  it  is  believed,  will  be  found  to  be  wholly 
insufficient  in  time  of  peqce,  and  much  more  so 
in  war.  In  December,  1809,  the  head  of  that 
department  stated  that  the  vessels  then  iti  service 
baa  beeo  so  thoroughly  repaired,,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  practici^l  men  they  were  greatly  supe- 
rior to  what  they  were  when  first  launched,  and 
that  in  cpnseqiience 'thereof,  $150,000  would  be 
sufficient  to'  keep  them  in  repair  for  one  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  it  appeared 
$410,000  had  been  expended  in  repairs,  notwith- 
standing their  great  superiority  to  new  vessels. 

Mr.  President:  The  estimates  ^hich  have  been 
taken  as  the  basis  of  my  clalculation,  can  he  dem- 
onstrated to  be  less  than  what  they  must  be  in 
time  of  war.  In  the  year  1809,  $175,000  were 
transferred  from -the  article  of  provisions  to  those 
of  repairji,.freight,  and  other  coptiageot  expenses, 
when  the  whole  amount  of  tne  appropriations 
for  provisions  was  only  ^67,000.  In  the  year 
,1810,  ^150,000  were  tranderred  from  provisions 
ta  repairs,  when  the  whole  sum  appropriated  for 
that  object  wars  $353,610,  and  $110,000  weie 
transferred  from  the  pay.io  the  repair  of  vessels 
also,  when  the  appropriation  for  that  object  was 
$718,115.  Th^se  facts  prove  beyond  the  possir 
•bility  of  .doubt,  that  the  number  of  men  author- 
ized to  be  employed  were  neither  fed  or  paid, 
and  consequently  were  not  employed.  But  in 
time  of  war,  the  full  complement  of  men  must 
be  employed,  and  the  article  of  repairs,  which  in 
time  of  peace  has  so  greatly  exceeded  the.  esti- 
mates, must  in  time  of  war,  if  they  perform  any 
service,  be'swell'ecl  to  an  amount  vastly  bevond 
that  estimated  t)v  the  honorable  gentleman  rrom 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  L.)  The  expense  of  a  navy 
of  thirty  frigates,  according  to  the  actual  expense 
of  that  department  already  incurred;  cannot  be 
safely  estimated  at  less  than  $10,000,000  annually.  ' 

The.honorablct  gentlen^an  thinks  that  a  naval 
force  of  thirty  frigates  employed  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  thp  enemy's  commerce  would  make. her 
calcnlate-^would  'bring  her  to  terms.  Mr.  C. 
said  if  he  could  believe  this  he  most  certainly 
would  vote  for  the  proposition  j  but  .believing 
that  every  seamau  employed  in  the  public  ves- 
sels would  be  a  diminution  *of  that  force  by 
which  the  enemy  was.  to  he  most  vitally  as- 
sailed, ht  was  constrained  to  vote  asainst  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  KentucRy  has  said,  if 
thirty  frigates  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  terms, 
wliy'has  not  the  Emperor  of  France  brought  her 
to  ferms,  as  he  is  able  to  send  out  one  hundred 
of  such  frigates.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  L*)  is  right,  Bonaparte  possesses 
the  means,  and  no  man  do4^bts  that  he  cherishes 
the  disposition,  to  annoy  his  enemy  so  as  to  bring 
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her  to  t^rms.  But  he  has  flailed  in  all  of  bis  at- 
tempts; and  would  DO  doubt  fail  were  he  to;nake 
this. 

The  use  proposed  to  b^  made  of  these  frigates, 
if  built,  certainly  meets  my. approbation..  Ther 
idea  of  protecting  our  oomml|Bree  by  a  .naval 
force,  which  has  been  pressed  with  so  much  ve- 
hemence by  some  of  our  navy  gentlemen,,  is 
worse  than  visionary.  A  navy  cdn  injure  com- 
merce^ but  cannot  afford  'it  protection,  unless  it 
annihilates  the  nafal  force  of  the  adverse  nation. 
Unless,  therefore,  we  have  the  means  of  creating 
and  supporting  a  naval  force  able  to  contend  si^c- 
cessfully  with  the  British  navy  for  the  empire  of 
the  seas,  we  must  abaindon  all  idea  of  protecting 
our  commerce  again^  that  nation.  Great  Britain, 
with  her  thousand  ships  of  war^  is  unable  to  pro- 
tect hef  commerce  even  •  in  sight  of  her  own 
coasts.  According  to  my  understanding  of  the 
views  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  these  thirty 
frigates  are  to  be  employed  in  destroying  tlie 
commecce  of  the  enemy,  and  not-  in  fighting  her 
public  armed  v.essels;  They  are  in  fact  ,to  be 
national  privateeis.  In  this*  point  of  view,  the 
proposition  to  cashier  the  officer  who  should 
strike  the  American  flag  seems  to  be  at  war  wjth 
the  nature  of  tlieir  employment.  They  are  to. 
direct  their  efforts  to  thedestruction'of  merchant* 
vessels,  and  to  avoid  collision  with  the  ships  of 
war.  It'  is  to  be  apprehended  that  men,  whose 
duty  it.  is  to  avoid  seriouis  conflicts  with  th» 
enemy,  will  grow  timid  from  habit,  and  will  re- 
sist hut  feebly  when  inevitably  forced  into  them. 
The  character  of  the  naval  officers  of  the  United 
States  makes  a  regulation  of  this  kind  wholly 
unnecessary.  '.T.heir  enterprise,  .their  courage, 
and  intrepidity,  are  top  welt  established  to  re^ 
quire  a  regulation  of  such  severity.  As  then  the 
gentleman  does  not  intend  to  dispute  thrsoVer- 
eignty  evenof  our  own  seas  with  our  expected 
enemy  with  this  naval  force,  butintends  to  em- 
ploy it  in  the  destruction  pf  merchant,  vessels,  an 
incrjsase  of  that  force  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly 
unnecessary  and  impolitic.  Individual  enterprise, 
directed  by  individual  interest,  will  more  efl^ctu- 
ally  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  than 
liny  number  of  frigates  in  the  power  of  this 
Governmeqt  to  build  and  employ.  The  Biilti- 
more  Federal  JlepublUan  states  that  a  French 
privjateer  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  has  captured 
about  thirty  merchant  vessel^  and  that  the  im- 
pression made  by  this  single  privi^teer  was  so 
serious  that  thirteen  yesseis,  several  t)f  which 
were  frigates,  were  employed  in  cruising  for  her. 
The  truth  of  this  statement  may  be  relied  on, 
because  that  paper  is  npt  in  the  habit  of  exaj^ger- 
ating  French  successes,  or  of  aggravating  Biriiish* 
sufferings.  But  it  is  said,  that  although  bur  pri- 
vateers were  successful  at  ^he  commencement  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  before  the  conclusion. of 
that  contest  they  were  entirely  destroyed.  Ad- 
mitting the  fact  to  be  true,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  such  will  be  the  result  of  the  war 
now  in  contemplation.  After  the  first  years  of 
that  contest,  the  British  forces  were  in  possession 
of  the  principal  porti  and  harbors  of  the  United 


States,  which  made  it  extremely  hazardous  for 
our  privateers'  to  approach  our  own  coasts,  or 
enter  our  own  harbors.  It  is  expected  that  our 
situation  will  be  very  different  in  the  event  of 
war  at  this  tiqie..  Instead  of  possessing  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  United  States  we  expect  to  ex- 
pel them  from  the  who(e  of  their  contiiipntal 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood.  If  this  should 
be  the  resiilt  of  the  war,  thejr  hieans  of  t^nnoy- 
ing  our  commerce,  and  of  destroy  rag  our  priva- 
teers, viUbe  greatly  diminished,. and  their  power 
of  protecting  their  commerce  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  our  privateers  will  suffer  an  equal  dimi- 
nution. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  his  friend  frqm  Kentucky,  iti 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  bad  taken  a  view 
of  the  taxes  which  tvereintended  to  be  imposed  in 
the  event  of  war.  £very  measure  of  adYlitional 
expense  at  the  present  .tiine  invblvet,  atleastia 
contemplation,  the  idea  of  additional  taxes;  but 
he  should  have  been  glad  if  this  inctdental  view 
of  that  subject  had  been  omitted  by  his  honorable 
friend,  wHo, '  notwithstanding  his  objections,  in- 
tends t6  vote  for  such  of  those  taxes  as  the  exi- 
geiJcies  of  the  nation  shall  require.  Some  of  his 
observations  appeared  calculated  to  make  ap  un* 
favorable  impression  upon  the  public  mitid,a^inst 
internal  taxation;  althous^b  he  was  convinced 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  intend 
them  to  have  that  effect.  If  we  engage  in  war, 
these  taxes  wUl  be  necessary^and  it  will  be  a 
subjeet'of  d^ep  regret  if  they  should  be  rendered 
more  objectionable  by  the  observations  of  those 
who  feel  the  necessity  of  iibposinff  them.  The 
direct  and  internal  taxes  imposed  during  Mr. 
Adams's  administration  were  certainly  unpopular. 
But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  understood  that 
they  were  so,  because  they  were  believed  to  be 
unnecessary,  and  becfiuse  xhe%  were  imposed  in 
the  fnost  objectionable  form.  The  measures  of 
expense  adopted  by  that  Administration  made 
those  taxes  necessary;  ^ut  it  was  believed  that 
the  expensive  mcfasures' then  adopted  were  not 
required  by  the  actual  state  of  affairs.  The  na« 
.tion  disapproved  of  th^  object,  for  the  attainment 
of  which  those  expensive  measures  were  adopted, 
and -consequently  were  opposed  to  the  additional 
taxes  whibh  were  imposed-at  that  time. 

If  war  is  now  thought  to  be  necessary  by  the 
nation,  we  ou^ht  not  to  doul)t  for  a  m'oment  that 
the  people  will  willingly  furnish  the,  means  ne« 
cessary  for  its  vigorous<and  successful  proseen-^ 
tion.  If  there  i^  not  "it  sufficiency  of  good  sense 
and  patriotism  in  tbe  nation  to  submit  to  the  im- 
positions necessary  for  the*  successful  execution 
of  those  measures  which  have  been  adopted  pur- 
suant to  their  wishes,  and  for  the  protection  of 
their  rights,  then  indeed  our  rights  and  liberty 
are  but  empty  namesr— the  idea  of  our  free  and 
hapipy  Grovernment,  an  idle  phantom !  Whenever 
the  fact  shall  .be  demonstrated,  the  preservation 
of  our  Constitution,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  will  not  be^  worth  a  struggle*  But,  until 
ii  is.deaioiisttated,  its- possibility  ought  not  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  not  be  admitted  by  the  Na- 
tional Legislature. . 
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.Sj»KATB« 


'  Mr.  CBA.wro>iD,,frotxi  the  6dmiriht«e  to  vv4iom 
was  referred  the  bill,  eatitled  "An  act' for  tbe  re* 
lief  of  the  Board  ofOommissibners  west  of  Pearl 
river,'* /feported. it  without  ahielidment.  ' 

Mr,  Llo¥D.  stated  that  he  had  ir^oeived,  aAd 
asked  leave  to  submit  to  the  Senate^ a  resolution 
of.the  Lej^islfitare  x>f  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas>- 
sacbuaetts.  approved  by  his  ETzcellencyVthe  Cfov- 
^rnur,  atatmg  the  perfec;  abilit]r  and.  aispositton 
of  the  got ernment  of  t))at  QoiiprnionWeaHh«  to 
mi^ke  the  most  prompt  provisions  for  tha  i^idAe' 
'diate  aoppiy  drsueh  oiankets.abd  clothing^  as  Oie 
Qeneral^Governmeat  mav  wish  to  cpiKract  with 
the  citizens  of  the  CoramonweaUh  for,  sufficient 
to  meet  any  contin^eacj  whiehr  iiiay  occur,  an(|' 
to  request  InfprmatipiLorany  other  artiofes  ^hidi 
lire  or  may  be  wanted  for  sopplYi>ng  the  Indians, 
aa  there  c^n  benodoubtof  the,  ability  of  therCom* 
mbnw^eaUh  to  supply^  by  contract,  auy  such  art|- 
«  ele$,  mostly,  if  not  altogether^  from  their  own' 
■lancrfactories }  and.the  resojo.tion  was  read: 

Mr,  Taylor,  frpm  the  commitieeto  whocn  #as 
referred  the  bill> entitled  "An  act  making  a  furr 
ther  approp^'alipn  fqr  the  defence  of  pur  maritime 
frontier,". reported  it  amended* ' .  •* 

Oa  niation,  by  Mr'.  LatB,  the  further  coq^dera- 
tion  of  the- bill  authorizing  a  sub6cription'£or  tb^ 
La-^s  6f  t)ie  United  Butes;  wits  postponed  va  the 
fivac  Moq()ay  in  April Q«xc.  .^  '•; 

vTbe  1^11  to  incorporate  Moses  AustiA,  John 
Rice'  JbneS;  Henry  Austin;  aiud  ..others,  into  a 
company,  by  tlie.name  of  the  Loalstaoa  Lead 
Com  (Mm  y,  was  resumed;  ^nd,  after  debate,  ion 
mbtiofn  by  My.  Lloyd,  th^  bill  was  referred'  fo  a 
aelecl  committee,  to  coqsi;sfc'of^ve  members,  fur- 
ther to  conaiderand  report  tbereoti;  and  Messrs, 
Bradley.  LloyDj  Qj^o;  Cprrs,  and  Li&ti^^^e 
appointed  the  committee.  •       -    . 

Mr*  SMtTH,  of^Maryland,' submitted  the  folldw« 
ipjg  motion  for  considieratioa:  *  '  • .  *  .  * 

Rea^9€dt  That  the  PiMident  of  the  t7o«ted  States 
be  xeqaested  to  cause  to  be  laid  bef(>re  this'Hoase  sp^h 
inJbrmatiQn-  as'  he  may  poesoss  relative  to  captures 
made  bj  the  bellifeients  aihoe  tha  S8d  disiy  of  June, 
1811,  oivesaeU  of  ihe  United  States  bound  to  or  firom. 
the  Baltic,  or  within  that  sea;  particojarisiiig  the  pa- 
tion'  of'^the  cnitofa,  the  cauae  assigned  iTor  detention, 
the  namee  of  the  vesaele,'  masters,  and  owners,  and  the 
port- to  which  the  veaseia  so^  detai(^ed  beknged. ' . 

Mr.'CA]in>1iBLL,^(  Tednessee,  irom  the'  <!Dm- 
mitten  towhetm  wasrefe^rred  the  bill,  entitted 
"  An  act  to  after  the  time  of  boldiog  the  eircmt 
comt  of  the  United  Suites  at  Knoxville,  in  .the 
diatriei  y)i'  Eaiu  Tennesse^^  in  .thr State  of.  Ten- 
neaaee,"  fe|)OTted  it  amended. 

The  Senate  vesumed^  as  iii  Committee,  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaideretion  of  the  UW  supplenden* 
tary^to  ttie  |ibt,  eutitied  *^Aa  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  impoi^ts  and*  tonnUge,''  to- 
gether With  the  amendukent  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee.^  .' ,  . 

Od  motion,  by' Mr.*  Bayard,  the  further  pon* 
aideratien  of  this  bill  wais  postponed  until  thefirat 
Monday  in.  December  neati      '^ 

The  third  reading  of  the  hilt  in  addition  (6  the 
12tbC0N.  IstSsss.— 6 


ectji^Btitiad  '^AH'iict  ^supplemaatary  to  the  aet^ 
eatitled  '  Aq  a.et  cO&oerdin|f  -the  commercial  ia- 
teft^ouifsebetweea  the  Umted  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  othei' purposes,''  was  resumed ;  and,  after  de- 
liatej  on'JEnotion  hy-Afr.  TaYLtiR^  the  oiU  wa^s  re- 
committed to  a  select  conimittee^  jto  consist  of^ 
fire  i9e«rb<^ra,  f  arther,tO  consider  and  Report  th<eire-' 
oBj'  and  Messrs*.  I'avlo^,  Crawp^Rd^  LloYd. 
A«Bn,  a.M  SMiT^,^of  Maryland,  were'  appointed 
the  committee.' 

'  The  bill|  entitled  ^^An  ^ct  snpjdementary  to 
^  Ad  act  prof  ididff  foi^  the  aeeommodation  pf  the 
GenarAJ.Poat  iPffiea  and  Patent  Office,  and  for 
other  puipQses,"  was  read  t^e  .third  time,  and 
passed.        ^  •    " 

'  Mr;  PoPB  coounuaieal^^d  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  3tate'  of  Keniaalry,  rfaom<- 
blending  laaimpfjpvanaent  of  the  )ailitia  ayatem 
of  the.UmtM  jsm^;  also, .a  reaolntiofr  Mqneat* 
ing  their 'Senators  and  Repr»entatirev^  in  Coo* 
gfess  K)  endearor  h)  proeare  the  establishment  of 
certain  roads*  or  highways  jh^reiu;  mentioned, 
un(ff  r  ^he  authority  of  the  Qen^alGoventment  9 
and  the  resolations.were  read.  , 
«  T^e  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Comthittee  *of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  Naral  Batabfiah- 
me.Bt;*and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  further  conaid.- 
efattOD  thereof  be  postpQped  until:  to*iaorrow.' 


.'.  '..,  .     lV6Difi;si>Ar,,MarQh  4.   .' 

'  T-he  Senate  resumed^  aa  in  Committee  of  tda ;. 
Whole,  the(btil,  ^atilWU  >  An  aot  to  alter  the  time 
of  holdrn^  the'circoi&  coi^rla  of  the  tJnited  Statea 
et  KoozviUe,  in.  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in 
the  State  ^f  Tennessee,"  together  with  the  amend- 
m^ts  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and,  having  agreed  4o\heapieQdmenta,^thePre8i- 
deBt«eii!Otted  the.billao.ihe  Hoo^e  accordiogfy. 
, '  JDtf  tn<;  qaeatiocC  6hi«H  thta  bill  be.Vead  a  third, 
time,  as  amended  ?  'ii  irnK  dieteamiaed  in  the 
.affirmative.  '  \     ,  ^, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as'  in.Qommtttee  of  the 
)Xbole,  the  oonsid^ecatioh  of  the  bill,  ehiltle(|  '^  Aa 
act  gmns  further  time  for*  Fe^isti^ng -claims  to 
land  in  tA^  westeriT  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reddtng. 

The  'Sehiate  r^^cmed  ^e  consideratipn  of  the 
motiou  mi^de  y^st^ay  by  Mv*  Si«it«,  of  Mary<- 
lanid,  and'the  motion  was  amended  and- agreed 
to,  as  foUeiqra':       -^    '    , 

JR^iQlved,  That^be  Preaiddnt  of  the  United 
Statea  berciiqoested  to'cause  to  he  laid  before  this 
House  &uch  iqformation  as  h«  may  possess  rela^ 
tive  to  captures  made  by  the.' belligereata  since 
the  lat  day  of  May,  181i«  of  yesselabf  the  United 
Statcfi,  boiuid  to  oht 'f>on>  the  Baltic,  or  within 
that  sea ;  |»rti(ro1ariziiTg,tiie' nation  of  the  cap- 
tore,  the  cauae  assigned  for  detention,  the  names 
of  tberesselsi  toasters,  and  owners,  and  the  port 
to  which  the  yessels  so  detained  belonged. 

The  Seoata  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  enlitled  ^  An 
act  making.a  further  appropriation  for  the  de- 
fence'of  our  maritime  frontier^"  .together  wiUi 


168 


HISTORY  OP  CONjGHUBSS. 


164 


SfiffAtB. 


Proceedingg, 


March,  1813. 


the  amebdmeiit  reporied  therH^  by  Ih^.  select 
committee;  and^  paving  agreed  to  t^e  amend- 
m.ent.  the  Presid(;nt  reported  the  biU  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  questtoDj  Shall,  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  asajnended  t  it  was  deteriaioed  ia  Reaffirm- 
ative.-  »«.  *     * 

The  Sejiafe  resumed^  as  its  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoDsideratipti  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
west  of  Pearl  river ;''  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  foilowinf^Me&sage'was  re^qeived  from  the 

PrSSIDBNT  op  the  UlilTEJJ  6tate9: 
To  the  S^ate  and  House  of  •»  -  ^ 

Rtpreaentativea  ofint  Vriiied  SiaSet  .* 

At  the  request  of  the*vctovention  assembled  in  the 
Tvrritbxy  of  Orleans  on  the  "SSd  .day  of  Norember  last, 
I  transmit  to  Congress,  the  prooeedings  of  that  body,  in 
pnrsuanosiof  thr  aot^ientitle^  *.' An  act^  to  enable*  the^ 
people  of  tbe.Terriipry  of  'Qrleans  to  form  a  coiurtitu- 
tibti  and  State  goverpinent^  and  fur  the  admission,-  of 
the  said  State' into  tl^e  Union  on  an'eqiiid  ibofcing  with 
the  original  8tatMr,  and  for  other  purposes. 

JAMES  >lADISOfir. 

Mabch  3, 1812,     . 

The  Message  sand  docnments  therein  referred 
to  were  read,. and  ordered,  to  he  ptrtnted  .for  the* 
use  of  the  Sebate,  ' 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the'commiftee  appointed 
on  the' si] bjei^t.  reported*  a  bill  to  Jeiotbprrz^  the 
President  of  th^  United  States  to  ascertain,  and 
liesignate . certain  boundaries;  and  th«  bill  was 
read,  and  pa^ed  to  a  second  readiog.      . 

Thursday,  March  5. 

On  niotioD,  by  Mr,. Lloyd,  the.  merooriaf  of. 
John  Parker,  of  Boston,  presented  the  !3d  instant, 
together  with  the  accoapanyiog  papers^  wai.  re- 
ferred to  the  S^ecretary  for  th^  Department  4f 
State,  to  consider  kind  report  thereon.      , 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  to  aseeriain  and  iiesign^te  certain 
boundaries^  was  read  the  sctooqd  time. 

The  bill,- entitled  ''Ah  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board  of  CommissioQera  west  of  Pearl  river," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

The  bill,  entitled  "  Au'^ct  |;iving  further. lime 
for  registering  claims  to  land,  la  the  Westc^rn  dis- 
trict oT  the  TerritQpy.of  OrleaaSjV  whs  T^ad  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GiLBf AN,  from  the  committee,  reported  (he 
amendments  to  the  bill,  eothlej  ^*  An  act  to  alter 
the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  theUnited 
Sutes  at  £nox?4fle;  in  the'district  U)f  East  Ten* 
neasee,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  correctly  en- 
>gro8sed,  aod  the  bill  was  read  the.  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GiLHAN,.from  the  committee,  also  .reported 
the  amendment  toMhe  bill,  entitled  "An.  act 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of 
our  maritime  frontier,'^  correctly  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  niraaiead  the  third  time,  as  aihended,  and 
passed. 

Mr«  AmmbsoWj  from  the  committee  appointed 


on  the  subject,  seported  a  bill « for  improvii^  the 
navig^ltiori  of  the  rirer  Potomac,  opposite,  the  city 
of  Washington ;  and  the.  bill  was  read,  fmd.  passed 
to  the  second  reading.    -       . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commlaee  of  the 
Whole,  ^he  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  concert^hig  the  I^ayal  Establishment,"  to- 
gether wkh  the  afnendmeots^ 

AAer  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. .     . 

FriOay,  March  6. 

Thd  bill  {or.  improving  th^  navigation  of  the 
river.Potomac  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  jesumedj' as  in  Committee'  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '!  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  t>6ice.rs  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 
campaign  oh  the  Wabash/'  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Select  com-  . 
miu^e  j^  afid,  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Popb, 
tbe  bill  was  recommitted  to, a  .select' ceni  mi  ttee, 
further  to  GoOsider  and  report  thereoii;  and  Messrs. 
Pop|s,  Gbeog,  and  8mitH|  of  Mafyhtnd,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

^  7he  Senate  resmne'd,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act* concerning  the  Naval  Establishment:"  and, 
on  the  question'to  add  a  new  section  lo  the  bill, 
proposed  by  Mr^  LLOYO^in  tbe  following  words: 

•«  And  be  it  fwtfter  *ewuikd,  that  the  ^PMid^t  of 
the  United  3tate8.  he,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  and 
empowe^d,  as  Mpeedily  as  m^  be,  to  cause  to  be  hnilty 
on  the  mos^  api^rdved  inodel^  — 7^ Agates,  of  a  rite  not 
exceeding  tfiirty-six  ^uns  each,  and  t^at  a  sum  not 
exceeding* /lollars  be,  and  the  same  isherebj,  ap- 
propriated for  building  the  l^aid*  frigates,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  (he  Treasury  not/>^erwxse  appropriated: 

It  was  determined  in<^the  peg^tive — yeas  13, 
nays  19,  as /ollovrs:  ' 

i^AB — Messrs.  .Bigrard;  Bibb,  Bren^  I)ana,JGlermaa, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich.  Howell,  Hunter^  Lloyd,  Reed, 
.an^  S'mith,  df  Mainland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson «  Bradley,  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Oondit,  Crawford,  Cu^ts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  ^ope,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  Nev?  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Varnuml  '      '    '       * 

The  bill  was  furth^r^mended  by  reducing  the 
appr'opriatiojis  for  repairs  from  fbur  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  to  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  confining  its  applieatiop  to  the  repair  of 
the  frigates  Chesapeake,C>on^tellatloB,  and  Adams. 
The.  timber,  to  be  annually  purchased  for  three 
year^  is  to  be  such,  as  is  '''suitable  for  rebniltfiBg 
the  frigates  Philadelphia,  General  GTeeae,  New 
York,  and  Boston.'' 

A  newaet^tion  was ailsoadded,  requitin|p the  ad- 
vice «nd'  consent  of  the  Senate  to  aU  nomination^ 
to  the  office  of  purser  iu  the  Navy,  and  precluding 
anf  one  from  acting  in  that  capacity  after  a  cer- 
tain time  who  shalfnot  have  been  thusjfirat  nom- 
itiated  and  appointed ;  th/ey  are  also  togire  bond, 
in  an  ampuiit  npt  yet  fixed,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formauce  of  the  duties  df  purser^'^dcc. 

The  bill  was,  ,as^  amended,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 
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Proo6oditt^9.' 


Pbmatk* 


A  mess^i^'e  from  tit«  House  of  ReppeseatatiT'es 
iafbrm^  the  Senate  that  the  House  hftYe  passed 
a  bill;  efititied  **  Ad  act  satfpleiAentary  to '  Ad  act 
to  raise  an  additiooal  muiiary  focce,^'iii'  which 

ff  reqaefti  the*c6iieurrei)Ce  of  the  Seoate. 

^he'hili  W  QieDtioned'waB  read,  aAd  pAased 
lathesecood  reading. 


•     ltloNbA3r,.'March^. 
Tke  foHowrog  Message,  wai  reeeWei*  from  tlie 
PBE9ioENr  oyTBta  UNtTfiD  States: 

/I  lay  befiffs  Congress  copies  of  certain  doeumoits 
wbicb 'irenodn  in*  the  fiepsjrtmeni.  of  .State.  Tney- 
.ptose  tha^atra  Kee^iperiod,  vhilstthe  Unitsd  'States, 
notwithstanduig  the  wrongs  snstaiaed  bj  Ifaein,  ceased 
not  to  obsennB  the  laws  of  peac^  and  s^tffr^ty  to*' 
wanda  ISreat  Britain,  and  in  ^e  mi^  of  amicadle.  pro- 
fessions snd  negotiations  on  the  p«et  of  the  .British 
Government,  through  its  public  Minister  here,  a.  secret 
'  agent  of  tha.t  Government  was  eisployed  in  certain 
States,  more  especially  at  the  seat  Of  Governmeiit  in 
Massachusetts,  in  fomenting  disaffection 'to  the  cOnsti* 
tnted  authorities  of  the  nation,  ahd  in  intrigues  with,  the 
disafiected,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance 
t&  the  laws,  and  eventually,  in  eoneert  with  a  British, 
Ibrce,  of  destroying  the  Union,  and  forming  the  'eastern 
part  theroof  into  a  political /connexion  with  Great' 
Britain.-  •  ^  , 

In  addition^  to  the  efieet  whichthe  discoiwy  of  sneh 
a  procedure  oUght  to  have  on  the  public  conndls;  it 
y^iVL  not  foil. to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  ail 
good  dtisens-  that  happy  Union  of  these  States,  which, 
under  Divine  Providence,  is  th^  gnrranty  of  their  liber- 
tiea»  their  safoty,  their  trAnqnUlity.  and  their  prosperi^. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
M^^ncB  ?,  1812.  ^ 

The  Message  and  documents' thereto  referred 
tO'W^cre  read^and  one  thoasand  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sojge  and  docutaien'ts  ordered  to  b^  printed  for  the 
use'pf  the  Senate}  and  on  motioirof  Mr.  Camp- 
BBi^i^  of  .TeoDesscCj  a  eommittte  was  appoiated  to 
examltie  the  docuroefi^' abore  referred  to^apd 
destgaate  aoch  lae^nay  be  oecf  tfsary  lo  be  printed. 

Messrs.  CamI»bbi,l,  of  Tentoesaee,  Brgnt^  and 
Batakd,  were  appointed  the  eopumiitee. 

B2r.  Lloyd  snbinitted  tl^c  foilowtDg''mdlioirfor 
conaideration :      ,  /  y        . 

Besoktd,  Tf^at  die  Secrefary  of  State  be  directed  te 
lay  before  the'  Senate  the  names  cf  any  .and  aH  petsens- 
in  the  United  States,  and  especially  in  the  State  o# 
Maaeachusetta;  who  hfve  in  aqy  way  or  manner  whit* 
ever  entered  tnto^  or  most  remotely  oountananopd,  the 
project  or  the  views»  for  the  esiecution  or  attainmeni 
of  wU<^  John  Henry  was,,  in  the  .year  18D0,.  employed 
hy  dir  James  Craig,  then  Governor  General  of  the 
British  provioces  in  Nortb  America,  and  which  have 
thia  day  been  communicated  to  the  Senate  of -the  Uni- 
ted States. .  .  ^        ' . 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported. th6 
amendments  to  the  bilt,.eotLtlCd  ''An  act  eoneeVn* 
iog  the  Naral  Establishment,"  correctly  engross- 
ed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the -third  time  as 
anni^Bded,  and  the  blanka  were  fi^ed.' 

On  paotion,  by  Mr«  BiB9,.to  recommit  the  bill, 


foe  further  acDendtiient.  it  Was  ^eteraiiaed  id  the 
nentive.  -  r 

Oo  motion,  bjc  Ma.  BaAnitGr,  the  bill  was 
anusoded,  by  UDanimpos  codscd^  aitd  passed  with 
amendmeDts. ,  .  ' 

Mr.  GhLES,  from  the  committee  tb  whom  Was 
refertied  so  mnch  of  the  Messaae  of -the  t'resideDt 
of  the  UDited  St^tes^.of  the  dth.of  November,  as 
concerns  the  relation^  bf  iween  the  United  States 
aiid  Fjan'ce  and  Gi^at  Britain,  further  reported, 
in  part,  a  bill  to  provide  for  tbedesigoatrngj.sur-- 
veylng,  and  granting,  the.  military  bounty  lands ; 
and  the  bill  was  passed  to  a.  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,*  entitled  ^^An  act  authopziiig  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,**  together  with  the  amei^dment,  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee^  and^  having 
agreed  to  thi^  amendment,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  Heuae  liccordin^^v. 
'  .Oa  tlie  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  tbkd 
time  as  amendied  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
roativei  •        '     •  > 

ThebiU  entitled ''An  act  so ppUmentary  to  'An 
act  to  raise  an  ajdditioiial  miHtary  force,"  was  read 
thjs  ^cond  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  eompiit- 
tee  to  consider  and'  report  thereon^  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cbawford,  and  Lbib,  were 
apfoiuied  the  commit  fee.  .    • 

.  TdesiJay,  March  10.' 
'  The  PRBStDBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,' made  in  conformity, 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant, 
in  relation  iq  the  exports  tor  France,  iS&c. ;  and  the 
report  was  read.-.  *- 

A  message  feom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tqe  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  '*Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  A'rthur  St.  Clair," 
^illj.entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Wilson ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of. 
Thomas  Orc^"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  provi- 
dtDg  for  the  remoyal  of  causes  depending  in  the 
respective  district  CQurts  of  the  United  States,  in . 
the  case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof ;'' 
ixi  which  bills  they  re4ue8t  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  ^  ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
niotion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lloyd  ;  and,  on' 
motion,  by  Mr.  Qiles,  the  motion  was  ameiidedy 
and  agreed  to  as  follows : '  .  * 

Resolvidi  That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
>  Senate  an]r  information  which  may  be  in  his  pos- 
session,  and  which,  in  his  judgment;  may  be  com- 
ihuoicfitied  without  injury  to  tbe  public  interests, 
respecting  the  qames  of  any  and  all  persons  in  the 
United  States  who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner 
whatever,  etitered  into,  or  most  remotely  couiite- 
nanced,  (be  project  or  the  views,  for  the  execution . 
or  attaioment  of  which  John  Henry  was,  in  the 
year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  then 
Goyernor  Qeneral  of  the  Br i  tish  provinces  i  n  North 
America,  and  which  have  this  day  been  commu* 
nicated  to  the  Seaace  of  the  United  Statea» 
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The  yea»aiid  d9jf«  having  been  reqaized  onth^ 
resolution  by  •one-fifth  of  tbe  Senators  preseot, 
those  who  voted  in  the  affirmatur^^  are, 

Meatm.  Bayard)  Bradley^  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
Mi  of  Tennessee,  Cuttp,  PaQa*  Gennatt,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregff,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith' of  .Maryland,  ^ith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor/  Turner,  and  vVrnnm. 

Those  wtio  voted  in  the  negfttiv^.  are, 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Condit,  Csawfoid, 
Franklin,  GaSIard,  Robinson^  and '\Vorthin^n. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the, committee, reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  Aa  act  aotbor- 
izing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not*  exceeding  eleven  mil- 
lions of  doUars^-^  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the' third  time -as  Am^nd!^,  and 
passed  with  aa  amendment.  ' 


'WEDNESDAY,  Maich  11.'      / 

The  four  Wll^.  brought  up  y^tefday  tor  con- 
corrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  ^cond 
reading. 

Mr.  Oaillard  pre^nted  the j)etiti^n  ofNatha- 
niel  Russell  and  others,  of.  Charleston,  douth 
Carolina,  priiying  the  remission  of  interest  on 
certak)  custoni'house  bond^,  Tor* reasons  therein 
stated  at  large;  and  Hie  p.etition  was  read,*and 
referred  to  .the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  con-, 
siJer  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bavabd,  . 

Reaolvedj  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d  inMaot,  together 
with  the  result  of  the. proceediqgs  pf  the  conven- 
tion assembled  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  on 
the  22d  of  November  last^ther^with  transmitted, 
be  referred  to  .a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Batard,  Crawi^oro,  Bibb,  Llotd,  and 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  deiigbatttag,  survey- 
ing, and  granting  the  military  bounty  lands,  was 
read  the  second  time.    < 

Mr.  Campbell,. of  Ohio,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  hi !],i.en titled'  ''An act 
sanplementary  to  ^  An  act  to  raise  anadditio^l 
iDilitpry  force,**  reported  it  amended.  . 


The  bilL  entitled /'An  aet  for  the,  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson.'^'  was  read  the  aeodnd  time,  and 
referred  to  the.commitlee  W  appointed,  to  pen- 
sid^r  anifl  report  thereon, 

/The  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet  for.  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr,"  was  read  the  second  tiih^  imd  Re- 
ferred to  a  ^lect  committee,  to  consider  aod  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Wortbington,  Hoit- 
SET,  and  CoKDiT,  were  appointed  the  committee* 

The  bill,  entitled  ."  An  4ict  proTidibg  for  the 
reimoval  of  causes -depeitding  in  the  reapeetire 
district  courta  of  the  Onitea  ftliatea,  iff  ease  of 
the  disability  of  the  judij^ea  thereof/'  warn  ifd 
\be  second  tine,  And  referred  to.a.-seleet  cont- 
BBlhee,  to  consider .  and    report  therecw ;   and 

Messrs.  CRAWFORO)  BJLTARD,.OIld>^CA«Ftt)BLI,  of 

.Tennessee,  were  appointed  tl^  cooamitter* 

Mr;  BiiiirDLST,from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recdmmnted  the  bill  t^  incorporate  Moaea 
Austin,'  John  Riee  Jones,  Henry  Ajaatia,  and 
others,  intb  a  ^com^any,  by  the  name  of  the 
Lbufsiana  Lead  Company,  reported  it  entiended. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in;Committee  of  the 
'  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa 
act  supplementary  tojbe  act  to  raise  an'addi- 
lio^i'aL  military  forde,"  together  mih  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  bf  the  seleot  committee; 
and  jhaying  agreed  to  the  amend(n^Dt,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  JEloUse  ^ccoirdingl^. 

On,the  question.  Shall  this' bill  be  read  a  thir4 
time  aa  ameiuled  7  it  was  deiermiaed  in  the  af- 
firmatire. 


'Thursday,  Mlirch  12.  • 
The  Presioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  with 
a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for 
the  year  1811 ;  which  were  read, 

Mr.  Horsey,  from^  the  eommittee/to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  trustees  of  the  Georgetown  I^aVicaster 
'Ochool'Society,"  reported  it  without  amendtpenr. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ar-  ^ 
thor  St.  Clair,"  was  read  tb^  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.;  and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Bayard, 
and  Bradley,  were  appoint^  fhe  comtqittee. 


Fbiday,  Marish  13. 

Mr.  WoRtHiNGTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Eligius  Fromentin  and  Allan  B.  Mfighider,  dele- 
gates from  the  Convention  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,^'pr4iying  a  law  may  passjjgiriag  further 
time  for.  the  .entry  of  land  claims  in. the  eastera 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleajna,  for  reasoaa 
therein  .stated  at  la^ge  ;and  the  ipaiera<^ial'  was 
read,  and  I'eferfed  to  a  select  committee^ to  con- 
sider, and  report  tl^er^on  by*  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Wo RTBijfOToir,  Condit,  and  CftAW- 
FORD,  were  appointed  th6  committee. . 

Mr.  Giles  aubmitted  the  followipg  motion  foe 
coDsideratidn:-    *    '  ■       , 

Kuohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ranee 
and  amend  the  aist,  entitled. "  An  act  lor  dividing  the 
In4ianii  Territory  into,  two  separate  gAvemmeBta»'* 
approTed  the  Sd'of  Pebwacy,  180d«;  and  IJhatUie  cam^ 
•mittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  qtbeiwiie. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  .the 
Whole,  the  cohsiaeratton  of  the  bill  making  far- 
ther provision  for  the  saie  of  pubHe  lands ;  and, 
afler  debate.  Mr.  Smitji,  of  Maryland,  moved 
that  the  furtnerisonsideration  ef  this  bill  be  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next; 
and  it'was  agreed  that  this  motion  for  postpone- 
ment be  the  order  of  the  d^y  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a. bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  repealing  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  'incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  BADk  of  the  United  States  ;^  also,  a  btll,Ven- 
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CHM  ''.Ab  act  ^TiDg  fcnnber  tim^  to  the  pttr- 
fth^Mn  of  <paMij6' lands  north  west  of  the  r(7er 
Ohio  to  eofmplete  their  pa^meocsy'  in  whieh 
Vtlhi  thef  request  theeoneurrnDee  df  the  Setiate., 
The  tiro-  htTls  last  fneiltk>oed  were  reAd,  and 
passed  to  the  second*  readiof. 

The  foHowipg  Messa^  wa^<  received  fypm  the 
FsBsiogtrr  of-tqb  'U{irrfiD  States  : 
thiheSmtOeoftkcVnited States:    ' 
I  transmit  to  tlie  Senate  a  report  of  the  Seeretaiyo^ 
•  0tal4»,  complying  with  dieir  rs8olutK>n  t»f  the  lOth  in* 
•tanU  JAME8  MADDBON* 

.   BivARTMinrT  pv  StATX,  JIflcrcA  12/ 1812.'  . 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  reftrred  the 
naoliition  ^o^the  Seaate  ef  thei  10th  iHstant,  has  the 
<  honor  to  report,  that  ihif  dep^rtmettt  is  nbt  ia.posses- 
•  aioa  of  anjr  aapfMi  of  ptrsoos  in  the  United  States, 
who  hate,  in  osy  way  or  manif^  whatever^  entered 
into  Of'  QoigitaDaBcad  th^  pvoject  or  the.  views*  for  the 
executioa  ok  attaiameni  <o£  which,  John  Hen^  was; 
in  the  year  1809,  ei&iployed  by  S^  James  Craig;  the  said 
,  John  Henry  hayiag  named  no^peno^s  or  person  am 
being  cOneeraed  in  the  4aid  pnject  er  loews  referred- 
to  in  the  documents  laid  hefose  Congress  oa  the  Oik 
instant.    Whioh  is  tespectfuUy  sabmiUed.*. 

.         ^  JAMES  KdT^ROE.  . 

The ' Message  aiid  reportwere •  read,  afifd-ooe 
tbbttsand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
.ttne  .nte  of  the 'Senate.  .      ..'  "        / 

Mr.  BHBift,  from  tl^  committee  to  whom  Itbe' 
aiMiji^  was'  referred)  reported  a^  biif  Ao  ineorpo;-. 
rate  a  bank  *  io  the  fowo  of  Aleka«dria,'  by*the 
tMine  and  atyle  of  th«  Mcchaplea'  Batrk  of  Alez- 
aadri^.;  and  the  bin  wets  r«ad,aihl  pasaedto  the. 
second  riadin^^..  '  '  • 

Od  ttocij^n.  by  Mr^  Brbut,  the'Metsage  of  the 

Preaid^Dt  of  the  Uhi^d  States  of  the  9tb  ins^nt, 

togetber.with  the « accompany iivg  doc Qmenis,  also 

th^  Melsag^  and  report  of  fkt^  12tji  iastaDt,  was 

VTttferred  to  tii#  comninee  ta  whdm'was  refert^d^ 

on  the  8th  of  November  last,  so  much  of  the' 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  Oiiit^d  States  as 

'4iooceriis  the  (elatioes  between  the  United,  plates 

«ad  J^rao^e  and  Great  Briteia^jto  cotoider  .aa^ 

.  repdrt  tbereoD. 

Nkf.  LLoypf  fmar  the  eeaa Aitiee  to  whot^  wee 
refe.rree^  the  -bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
^irctftt  conris  of  Che  first  oircait,  reported  it 
amehded«/ 

Mr.  AMDGnaoti  preaeated^hepetitloo  of  Riob- 
ard  Miicfain^  of  the  eoaot^  of  Hawhiaa^'  iii  the. 
Btflile  of  Tenoessee,  ^/tiigr  requsafoo  of  certain 
jmtjfneiica  obtained  acainst  him  by  the  United^ 
Slates,  fa  the  etrehit'eottrt  at  Knoxvilte,  'ia  the 
State  pf  Teaeessee,  fer  reasevitt. therein  stated  at 
larffe ;  and  the  petition  Was  read.  ^ 

The  denete  resamed,  'a?  in  Committee '>ofl he 
IV^boie^  the'  bill  td  authorise  the  Ft'esideQ^of  the 
Uoited'BjiaM  t^  ii^ce;iain  and  designate  pertain 
teCMdaries^  and,  anerdehate,'  the  forther  coasid- 
^eraticto' thereof  was  postponed; 

Mr.  Bret,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
-aaaeiidmeMs  to  the*  biU,^enlftlect'>^'nraet  snppfe- 
OAatttary^oatiaet  to  raise  an  additional  mtlilery 
force/'  oorre<My  engrossed ;  miid  the  bill  <was  rbad* 
ihe  third  time^  ajid  passed  with  atneedQients. 


MoNlMLr,  Sfareh  16.. 

The  biH,  entrtled  ^An  act  repealing  the  lOth 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  (he  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States/'  was  read  the 
s^ondtime.' 

►   The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ^nng  further  ttm« 
^to  the  purchasers  of  public  land  northwest  of  the 
^rirerOhiO  to  complete  their  payment,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Seufate  r^sum^d  the  cbnsideration  of  the 
motion  mad^  th^  14th  inst.  on  the  subject;  at)d, 
,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  i>e  appointed  to 
revise  end  ametfdthe  act,- entitled  **Aa  act  for 
dividing' the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
governments,''  approved  th^  3d  day  of  February, 
1809;  and  that  the'  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port* by  bill  or  othefwise. 

Messrs.  Giles,  Batavo,  and  Pore,  were  ap- 
ppjnted  the  cbmmittee.- 

The  bill  to  incorpbrate  a  bank  fn  the  tpwn  of 
Alexandria/  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  orAlexandru|,.wae  lead  the  sec- 
ond time.  .     '• 

,Thc  Senate  resumc(^  the  considefation  of  the 
motion'  to  postpoqethe  bill  tnaking  further  pro- 
vision foi*  the  sale  of  public*^  Ih^nds  to  jUie  first 
Sooday  in  Deeembei'  next:  and  on  motion^  by 
r.  SntTR  of  Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  considerationthereof  be  postponed  to,  and 
be  made  the  order  of  the  ^^Lffoty  Wednesday 
next.  / 

.'  The  «Sleoate , resumed  as  in  Cortimiuee  of  Che 
W^ole,  the  consideration  of  the  biH  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circjiit  courts  of  the  first 
circuit,  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  eornmittee;  and  having 
agreed  tpthe  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  |a  the  House  accordibgljr.^ 

On  the  question,  &hall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  ff  third  time  as  amended?  it  Was  deter- 
mined \ji  the  affirmative. 

The  followiiig  Message  was  received  from  the 

PR£8tDfi1IT  OF  Tftfi  UfllTEO  StaTBS  : ' 

T0iheSenaUxmdHou9€Qf  .  .     , 

BepPtttntathdk  Qfih  IktiM  SUUta  .• 
I,  lay  before  Congress  A  letter  fiom  the  Bnvoy  Ex- 
traordinary v^d  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Mies* 
Bntian  to^tba  ^eeretsiy  of  dtate; 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Mahcb  13^  1812. 

The  Message  and  letter  thereie  referred  to 
were  read,  aftd  oMered  to  be  pHnted  for  the  use 
of  (he  Senhte;  ahd,  on  modon,  by  ])lr.  Oaaea, 
they  wiere  refelrred  to  the  oommittee  to.  whom 
was  referred,  the  13th  instant,  the. Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  9th, 
tdgetheir  with  tbe  accompanying  documents,  also* 
the  Message  aiid  report  of  the  12th  instaat,  in 
relation  to  the-  iaae  irahject^  to  eoasider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  lesamedi  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  toasidereUoa  of  the  bill,  entided  *' An 
aet  to  incorporate.'the  trostees  oT  the  George- 
town Laaeaster  9eho0l  Sooiety,'^  and  it  was 
ordered  tea  third  rending. 
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Mr.  Greqo,  fron  the  conmittee.  to  whom  was 
referred  the  joibt  resolation  respecting  the  arts 
i^Dd  manufactures  pf  the  United  States,  reported 
atv amendment;  and  the  amendment  haWD|^  been' 
considered  ^nd  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  pf  the 
Whole,  the  President  reported  the.  resolution  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thia  resolution  be  read 
a  third'^ime  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in 
the  afficmatiVe. 

On  motion,  by  Mr/AifOEaaoN,  it  was  agreed 
(h^t  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  impcoriog 
the  navigation  of  the  rirer  Potomac  be  made  the- 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  <cair3^  into  effect  an  act  of  the  ^ 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  «>MarylaQd ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ao^  read  a  third . 
time. 

Mr.  OBAWFonn,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act.jprovidkig 
for  the  remoyal  of  causes  depending  in  the  re- 
spective distj»ct  eourts  ^f  the^  United  Stipes,  in 
case  of  the  disability , of  ^  judges  thereof,'' re-'' 
porud  it  with  amendments.'  , 

A  message  fron^  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
two  first  of  the  amendments  propo^d  by  the 
Senate- to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment,*'  and  ctlsagree  to  the 
remainder  of  said  amendments.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the,  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tuition  and  State  governn^nt.  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States;"  alsoj  a  mil. 
entitled  "An  act  relinquishing  to  the  Gorpotation 
of  the  eitv  of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  posses- 
sion of  a  lot  in  the  said  city ;  in  which  bills  i^hey 
ask  the  concurrence  gf  the  Senate.  •   . 

Thje  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAT^JtU;  from  the. committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  ot  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  ex-, 
tend  the  Jaws  of  tbe  United.  States  to  the  said 
State :  and^  the  bill  was  xead,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resi^med,  as  in  ComroiMee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Joiies,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
coadpany-,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company,  toffethcr  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  tne  seleot  commiittee;  and  having 
agreed  to  sundry  amend menii,  tbe  further  con- 
aideratiofr  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow^ 


on ;  f^nd  Meases.  Ca'AwroaD,  AnnBaaoK,  Faa^k- 
U(i,  Gafioo,  and  Tayl6b,  were  appointed  the 
cooimit^ee. . 

The  bill,  eatitled  '|  An  act  relinquishing  tp  the 
'Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  the  uae' 
and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  saidcitv,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  re£n-ted  to  a  seieet  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  9  and  .lylessra. 
Greog^  Cordit,  and  Camfbgll  of  Tean^s^ee, 
were  appofnted  the  committee. 

Mr*  WoRTBiMGTON,  -  from  the  committee  to  . 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  aot  for 
the  relief  of  Tiiomas  Orr/'  reported  it  without 
'amendment*  . 


Tuksoat,  March  17- 


The  bill,  entitled  '^  Ah  att  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  'Uaion  on  an  equal  footing 
yrixh  the  original  States^''  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  there- 


Mr.  SMira^of  Marvlaod,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  cQnsideration': 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  Om  Treasuiy  be  di-' 
reeled  to'lsy  beftnre  this  House  a  View  of  alt  the  appro- 
priatioQs  made  by  the  several  sets  passed  during  Uie 
present  sessioA,  and  to  include  therewith  the  interest 
'payable  on'the'LonisiflLna  debt,  and  the  amount  pava- 
ble  during  the  present  year,  (under  ihe  act  making 
provision  for  the  redemption  of  the  whole  qf  the  poblic 
'debt  of -UiQ  United  6ta(es>)'  ibr  the  ioterekt  and  reim- 
^borsement  of  the  domestic,  debt  of  the  United  Statee; 
and,  abo,  a  stateHient  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
Trqss^ry  of  th^  United  States  on  the  31ftt  ef  Baeam- 
bsr  last,  and  of  the  balances  unexpended  on  the  san^e 
day  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  War  and  Na- 
vy-Departments. 

The  Senate  nroeeeded  to  consider  the  hmend** 
m^ts  disagreed,  to  bv  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  elititled  ^  An  act  eoneerning  the 
Naval  Establisament ;"  and^  on  motioov  fay  Mr. 

GfLBS, 

lUafdvedf  .That  they  insist  on  their  amendments 
disagreed  to^lkndask  a  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing' votes. ofthe  two  Houses.    ^ 

Orderedf"  f^Bi  Messrs.  iQiLss,  Ljloyo,  and 
CRAWFoan,  be  the  managers.at  the  said  confec^ 
ence-on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
.  Mr.  Oilman,  frpm  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  joint  resolution  reapecting  the 
arts  and  msnufactures  of  the  United  Sutes,  cor- 
recdv"  eogrossedj"  and  the  resolution  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  aa 
amendment. 

Mr.  QiLMAN,  from  the  committed,  reported  the 
bill  to  carry  into  ^ct  an  act  of  the  Legialatare 
of  the  State  of  Maryland^  correctly  engrossed  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time^add  passed. 
'  Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  cobimittee,  also  reported 
the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuH 
courts  of  the  first  cifcutt  correctly  engrossed  ; 
and  xhe  billwa^  read  the  third- time  as  amepded, 
and  passed. 

Thebitt, entitled  ''An' act  to  incorporate  tJie 
Trustees  of  the  Greorgetown  Lancaster  School 
Sooiely,^'  was  read  the  third  ^me,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  lesuo^ed,  as  in  •Conmittee  of*  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  impROving' the  navigation  of 
the  river  Potomac ;  and  a  motion^  was  made,  hy 
'Mr:  ANOaBSONj'to  amend  the  billl  and.  on  Iias 
motion,  If  was  agreed  that  the  further  eo'nsidera- 
tidn  thereof  be  postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  of- 
'der  of  the.  day  fnr,  Friday  nez|.  ^ 
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The  btll  for  Jthe^«dfiiis9ioti  oT  the  State  of  Ldu< 
isiaoa  ioto  the  Union,  abd  to  extend  the  laws  of 
the  United  filtaiea  to  the  said  State,  was  read  the 
second  imk. 

On  tiioiioBj  hy  Mr.  ANDBtt/iOR,  the  bi(t  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  «nd  WiUia.m  Strethiy  Was  r«- 
commifted  let  h  select  committee,  fiirther  to  con*, 
sider  and  repoit  thereon ;  and  the  petition  Af  Rich- 
ard Mit^ili^prasesldd  the  13th  instant,  Wais  re* 
ferr^  to  the  Arae  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
.port  thereon  bf  Jbill  or  otherwise. 

Mesi^Ts.  AiCDC^RsoH,  Bib6.  and  Lbjb,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The 'Senate  resamed,  as  in  GiAniliitC«e  of  the 
Wholes  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled.  ^*  An 
act  repealing  the  tenth  seetion  of^he  act  to  in- 
eorpofate  ibe  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btatee." 

Ordered,  That  itipasstoa  third  rcwdinf^ 

On  molionj  it  was  agreed  that  the  dojisidoration 
of tliehill  for  the  retiif^Qf  the representativee  of 
Bamoel  Lapsley,. deceased^  be  made,  the  order  of 
the  daiy  for  fb-inorrow. 

On  motion, bf  Mr.  Wt>RTlir!fOTdii,itwasa|Uee^ 
that  the  bni,  entitled '*^Ai»  net yiTiog  further  time 
to  the  parchasers  of  the  pablic- land. -north  wesf  of 
the. river  Ohio,  to  eomplete  their  paf  ofeats,.''  be 
postponed  ,to;  and  be  mado  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next.-  ..'•'' 

f  ^  '  V      ■ 

J    WEDNB8DAY,  March.  IQ. 

On  motioB)  by.  Mr-  Osawford,  the  ^Senate  te- 
somed,  as  in*  Committee  of  thr  WMe,  the  con- 
s;idemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  -^  Aq  act  providing 
for  the  removal  of  cauaen  depending  iik  the  re- 
speetive  distcjct  eourts  of  the  United  States;  in' 
cake  of  the^disi^Uily'  of  the  judges*  thereof,^  tpge- 
tbar  with  theamendm'enis  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  coou^ttee  v'  atMl,  having",  agreed  to  the 
ameddmpal^  the  President  reported 'the  bil(  to 
the  House  accord ioirly«  • 

On  the  question,  Shall  this,  bill  be  read  a  thint 
time  as  amended  ?  it  wits  determined  tathelidur- 
mative.  •      .'' 

Mr.  Binn,  from,  the -comttiUtee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  la^  menttbped  correctly 
eo^ossed ;  and.  on  motion,-  by .  Mr*  Grawforb, 
the  bill  was  read  the  thifd  time  as  hmended;  by 
unaoimoos  con^nt.    *     * 

fieMved^  That  this  bill  pai^  with  amendmenu, 
and' that  the  tiftle*  thereof  be  **An  act  providing- 
foT  th#  trial  of.  aU  causes,  pending  in  -the  respect- 
ive district  eourts  ef  the  United  Sitates,  in -case  of 
the  absence  Or  disability  of  the  judges  thereof." 

M^-  dRAnLBT,  gave  notice  that,  toHoaorrow;  he 
should  a^  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  earry  into 
eflect  the  provisfo;is  of  the.  eighth  section  of  the 
act  regulating  grants  of  land,  and.  providing  for 
the  di8po!«l  of  the  lands  of  t*be  United  States 
soQth  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  :  .     ^ 

The  Senate  resomed,  as .  \^  Committee  of  the 
W^ole,  tb^  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate l^peea  Austin,  John  Rice  Jon^$,  tienry  Aus- 
tin, and  others,  inco  k  company,  by  the  name 'of 
the  Lonisianii;  Lead  Cempaoys  a]id..the  hUl  hf  v* 


ing  been  fbrther  ame6ded?the  Preaidettt  reported 
it  to  the  House  a^eordingly.1^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  btf  engrosaed 
and'read  a  third  time*aa amended  1  it  wa?  deter- 
mined in  the  affianattre.  •       ' 

The -Senate  turned  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  laods« 

On  motion,  by  Mrw  'Ci&ii pbbll,  of  Ohio,  4t  waar 
agreed  that  the  further  (uwsideration  thereof  be 
postponed  to,  |ind  made  the  order  of  tbe^day  for, 
Monday  aext. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repr^tentativea 
informed  the  Semite 'that  the.  House  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to- the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill-,  entitled  ^' An  iM»t  coocerning 
the  Naval  B;«tablis1imebl."  They  agree  to  the 
conference. proposed  on  the  suhject,  and  h^ve  ap- 
pointed managers  on  tbeir  part..  They  have 
passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled.  "An 
act  to  establish  the  ■  qoarteralaster's  departmen(| 
and  for  other  purposes."  with  dmenda»eats ;  tn 
w|iieh  they  request,  the  concurrence  of  ilk6 
Senile.  » 

.The  Sjenate  resomed,  as  ih  Cdmo^itea  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  TtpTeaeata- 
•tives*  of  Siamoel  Lapslev,  de^ea^ed.  ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  fifRAOLBT,  toamend  the  bill 
by  ad(Ji|igan>.additional  sectionjrin  the  Mowing 
words: 

.  **'Andte  Uf  farther  enacted.  That  theaecenntmg 
oAcen  of  t^e  Tressavy  be|.  and  they  ^ra  hereby,  df 
rect^  Pt  adjust  and  settle  a  Hmti  a^^emeni  certiftoate» 
No.  4«,478,  for  fifty-eight  dettats  and  slghQr.nno 
ninetieths,  and  interest  from  the  iint  dsyof  Jaahary, 
1798,  laraedia  the  i^une  ai  Joseph  Young,  by  ioha 
Pieree,  conuniMioner  of  smyaocooats  ibc  the  Ui^tdd 
Seat68,«n  the  first  dsy  of  March,  I784;«nd  that  the 
ianonntdue  on  said  eartifiGaCe  be  paid  to  the  aaM  Jo- 
seph Yoai|g»  o^  bearar,  out  ef  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  uipropriated:  PromtUd,  That 
said  oemficsfte  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Register  of  the 
Tressup^r,  and  cancelled  prior  to  t^e  payment 
thereof  5" 

And  the  motiao  was- detprmined  in  ^he  iiega- 
tive— yeas^  nays  22,  as  follows :, 

Ysi8-:-Messn.*  Bradley,  t»erman,  Hunter,  RbUn* 
son,  Taylor,  and  Woithiiigton. 

.N^kvs — Messrs.  Aadenoa,  Bayazd,  BiUh  Campbell 
of  Ohio^  Campbeirof  Tennessee,  Gondit,  Cacts,  Frank- 
lin, <i}aiUaid»  Crilee,  <^lman;<  Goodricjb,  Howell,  Lam*  ■ 
bert,  Lefb,  Uojd,  Ropqi  Bini^h  of  Maryland,  ^qiith  ot 
New  York,  Tait,Tari^er»and.Varaum.    . 

On" the  qaeMion,' Shall  this  hill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a. third  time?  it* was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  14,  nays  15,  ae  folio ws :  . 

Ykas — Messrs.  Andenon,  Bibl)$  GaaipbeU  of  Ohio^ 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Dana,  XSiles,  Goodrich,  Hun- 
ter, Lsib,.  JUIoyd,'  Pope,  8mtth  of  Maryland^  ^ait,  and 
Worthington.  ,  . 

NAv^^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Cendit,  Oatts, 
Franklin»  Gaillanl/Gerjaan,  <Qi«gg>  Howdl,  Lambei^ 
JtobiuMV^  Smith  of  New'Yorh,  Taylor,  Turner,  aad 
Vamum*     , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  .C(>miiutteB  of  the 
Whole,  the  .bill  to  provide  for -the  designating, 
aurjreying,  and  granting, .  the    militMy  hocuity 
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lands  5  and,  oa  modem  bf  Mr.  Baadlby,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  was  postponed  until 
Tue$day  next. 

Th^.bill,  entitled  ^'An  aet  repealictf  the.  tenth 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  jthe  Subscribers  to 
iheBf  nk  of  the  United  Stateis,'^  was  readjtbe  third 
time/and  passed. .  N 

The  Senate  xesuraed,  is  in  .Cdn^niittee.of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitl^  "Alo  act  for  the  relief  of 
ThotndB  Okfo"  and  the  further  coosi4«rftiioQ 
thereof  was  postponed  ^nntil  -to-  morrow.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  a^  in  Committee  of  the 
.Whole^  the  donsideration-of  the  tjili  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  abd  of 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth;,  and,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  eogfrossed,  and  read  a  th'u d  time? 
it  was  dktecmified  in  the  negative. 

'     TBURfiDAT,  March  19. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tfae.amenfl- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Jtepresentatifea  to  the  biM 
entitled  "An'act  to  establish  aquariermastef'sde- 
partmea't,  and  for  othejr  purposes.^'    . 

On  motion  by  ^Mr.  Smith',  of  Maryland,  they 
were  referred  to  a  ^leot  oomAiittee,  to  bonskler 
"and  report  thelr^n ;  and  Messrs.  SioiT^j^f  Mary- 
land, Cbawforq,  and  VASNtm,  weYe  jappomted 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  jeanmeJ,  as  ip  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fte  the  ad- 
■ussioa  of  the  Sta^.of  Lottisian^  into  (be  Union, 
and  to.  extend  the  iawQ  ofthe  United  States  to  ike 
said  State.' 

On  the  questidn^  Sltall  this  ^.  be  engrossed, 
•nd  read  a  third  tttkie  t  it  was  d^tennined  in  the 
affiriDatiire.* 

Mr.  GiUiAif,  front  the  dominittee,  ceporied  the 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  ^dbn  Rice  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  ancf  othcfrs,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  L^ad  Company,  Correctly 
engrossed: 

Oni^otion  by  Mf.  Lloyd,  the  bill  ^a?  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messes.  Lloyb,  Bbuldley, 
and  Obboo,  were  appointed  the  committee 
'  The  ^etiate  resumed,  as  in  Cofiamiitee  of  the 
Whole,  th€  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ;^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thoma^  Orr ;"  asd  the'  bill 
having  been  amftided,  the  President  reportedtt  to 
the  House  Accordingly^ 

On  th^  question,  Shall  ^this  bill  be  read  a  third 
lime  as  amended?  it  was  iletermined  in  tbenega- 
tire.  :.> 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BasMr,  it  was  agreed  that 
.the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bapk  in  the  towjiy  of 
Alexandria,  by  thei  name  and  atyle  of  the  Me* 
elwiiies'  Baak  of  Alexaodnai  be  made  the  ordef 
of- the  day  for  Tuesday  next.  .       « 

MK  Bbadlbt  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  biing 
in  a  bill  to  aarry  inio  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eightb  section  of  the  aet  regu lilting  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  fo^  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
jieasee  f  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 


Fbiday,  March  3Q.  /    . 

Mr.  SMira,  of  Maryland,  from  the  ^ooiBBttCee 
to  whom  was'  referred  the  amendmeiiis  of  the 
House  of  Representatires  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^Ab 
act  to^stablish  a  quartermaster's  department^ and 
ibr  other  purposes,"  made  reporU<   Wheretioon, 

Betohed^  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  all  the 
ameodipeBts  of  the  IJoase  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
the  said  bill,  and  insist  on  i heir disagreepieitt,  and 
ask  a  confereftce  on  the  subjeet*niatter  thereof. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Ba^taBd,  aad 
Crawpobb,  were  appointed  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on*  the  part  of  the  SeiMfte. 
'  A  message  from  \he  House  ef  Eepreseniatires 
iaformed  the  Senate  that  the  House- have  passed 
«  bill)  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  l^on,  and  tofztead 
tjhe  Uws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  Sutef 
in  whiph  bill  they  request  the  conourreooeof  the 
Senate. 

The  bjll.  was  twice  read,  by  unatiimous  con- 
sent,  and  referred  to  a  iseieot  cotnmiitee,  to  con- 
sist of  fire  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon^  and  Messrs.  BatarDjCbawfobi^,  Llqto, 

Ssa,  and  Campbiell.  bf  Temtessee,  weoe  appoint- 
the  committee.'  •) 

*'  The  Senate  resumed,- as  in  .Committee  of- the 
Whole,  th^  consideration  of  tbe  bill  (or  im^or- 
ing  the  navigation  of  the  river  t^otpnuic;  and. 
after  debate*  on  nvouoii  of  Mr.  Bbadlby,  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  comdnrittee,  to  con-' 
slst  of  .five  members,  further  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs*  Q<M>nMOH,.fiAVABo, 
Bbadlby,  Bbbn^'j  apd  Gilbb,  were  appointed  the 
committee.  .   . 

Mr:  Gif.HAN,'from  the  eonmiit|^,-ieperfie4  tbe 
bill  for  the  admission  of  tbe  State  of  Louisiaoa 
into  the vUnioo,  and.  to  extead  the*  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said- Slate,  oorreatly  engross- 
ed; and;  on  motion  by  Mr.  Batam,  it  was  rof 
committed  to  th^  cooHnittee  tO-whoaci  was  refer- 
red, this  day,  the  bill  bjrought  uprirom  the  House 
of  Represeaiittives  for  conoorrenee/OB  the  same 
subject,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mn  CriLBs,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the  biil,  entitled  ^Anact  concern- 
idg.the  Naval  Bstablishme.nt,"  made  Fejpoirt, 

A  meoiage  from  ibe  HoiMe  of  Rapresen Satires 
inforitfed.tbe  Sbnate  that  the  House  eoncuria 
tbe  first  and  third,  and  disagree  to  the  .second 
amendm^|lt  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  aet  provid- 
ing for  the  trial  of  all,  cauaes  'pending  in  the  re- 
spective district  courts  of .  the  United  States  in 
oase  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  jtkiges 
thereof.'^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbawtobd,  the  Senate  re- 
ceded from  their  second  amendment  to  the  said 
bUI. 

Mr.  Li^oYo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
Fecommitied  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Aus* 
tin,  Johh  Rice  Jones.  Henry  Austin,  and  orhers, 
into  i(  ebmpany,  by  the*  name  of  tiie-Lotiiaiana 
Lead  Company*,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoBTBUf GTOK,\  from  the  commiltee  to 
whom,  was  referred  the  reptesentatton  of  the  del- 
eg^tces  from  Orleans  Territory,  repOHed.  a  hill  gir- 
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log  fuflber  time  for  regiueriiilg  el^iiw  toifiod  iq 
the  eastern  district  of  t(ke  Territory  of  Orieans^ 
•nd  the  bill  wa§  4read^  i^lid  jwssed  V>  -^^^^  second 
rehdin^f 

''        Monday,  March  23.! 
lihe.YiQB  Pavsidbnt  l)6iDg  indispoted,  the 
I  Senate  ad  joaxQe(](.  •    ..    ^         < 

J  ,  Tuesday,  March  2i. 

-  In   ih6  ajbsencQ  of  th^  •  Viqb  Paeai demt»  oo 
I  motion  of  Mr.  La.oYQ,  the  Seaate  pj<o«eeded  to  the 

I  «ho#Qe  of  a  P)re8ideDt«pxt)  tenipore^  as  ihe  Coneti- 

t         .  AotioD  fNrovides,  and  Wiluam  H.  CftAWPPBOJicaa 
f         -dee'ted.  •'  ..■      •  •      ^    - 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  copamittee'to  whom  was 

i  ivcodvD^i*^  the  i  bili^  entitled  ^Aa  .act  for  the 

reii^^of  the  officara  and -Soldiers  whoaeryedin. 

I  the  laie  ccmpaigii  oa  the  V^ahaih;'^  reported^  it 

\         Amead^.  .   -     "^  •'•    •  ^      . 

[  TJIc-pRBBfeaifT  comoAiiniaated  a  refiort  .«f  the 

1  See'retarv  of  the-  TreMtiry:  on  the  p^tkioo  of  Na-» 

f  thaniei  ftdMeii;aDd  oti^era)  of  Charleston,  Soath 

Garolijia,  deferred  to  him  on  the  IHh  ItistaDt^  and 

t         ibe^  report  was,r#ad,  wd  ordered  to^be  printed  for 

't&eifase  of  the  Senate.        ... 

A  messaire  fr^m  the  Hbas^  of  Reptesentatfves 
i  informed,  the  Senate  that  the'  House  insist  on 

their  amendments  disagreed  to  bf  the  Senate,  to 
the  .hill,  entitled  "An  act,  to  estaUish^  iquaiter- 
master's  department,  and  for  othi^r  purposes.'' 
They  agree  to  .the  conference ,  proposed  on  the 
.subject,  Mkd  have  appointed  managecs'  on  thelr> 
part.  .Theyhaye  iiassed  .a  bi(l^  entitled  '^Anaot 
HMking-provistoii  for  certain  p^sons' claiming 
Laads  under  the^aeveral  acM  for  the  relief  of  the 
refotfees'fr^m.the  Britiah  pfoviacea  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Seotia  ;'>'  in  whiell  bill  they  re^fieat  Ch« 
cuoncarrtoefe  of- the  Senate.'  ,  .  .  .'  -  * 
The  bill  last  feironght  op  for  eoheanrenoe  was 
read,  anid  pa«.ved  to. the  (lecond  teadinj^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  ab  in  Com.JA.itaee  of  (h^ 
TVbole,  the  hill  to  ihcdrporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by  the  nametfnd  ptyle  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria;  audi  oa  mfotion  by 
Mr.  BikENT,  it  was  reeoromitled  tb  a  aelect  coid* 
.Biiitec,  farther  to  eonnjder  cad  report  theneeii ; 
and  Mea»K.fiaiiifT,CAMPaBJbL,ofTenna8<eef'and 
Tat i«0R,  were  .appointed 'the ;cota<Di^fi^. 

On .  motion,  by  Mr.  BayabB|  the^ietittoas  of.  the 
ini^abiiaiitiof  that  part  of  Lonisiabi^ called  Peli- 
ciana,  lying  between  the  Pearl  aad  Mi8sissH)pi 
riT^ra,  inion  .tbe.^stttyec/  of  annaitatioii  to  the 
Slate  -of  Louisiana,  was  refi^red  to  the  coi^fniltee 
to  whosno^  was  referred  the  bill  for  the- admission 
of  the  State  of  Louieiana  into  ihe  Canon,,  to  con- 
sider-and  report  tfaerecn.bf  bill  or  odieriirisie.  • 
Mr.  dMiT&.  of  Mafylaad,  from  the  a^^agera 
at  the  conference. on  the.  patt  of  cilie  Senate  oa 
the  bill,  eaiitled  ^Aa  act  establishiag  a.^lQ^rf^i^ 
master's  department,,  tad  for  other,  pttepoaes^^ 
ilUMla  report .  .  .' 

On  moiioD,  by  Mr.  Ghlbb,  the  Senate  raaooied 
4he.coiiaideratiQa  <tf  the  iwpofi.of'  the  otaiiagj^a'^ 


at  the  conference  on  their  part,  on  the  hill,  en- 
tuled  ''An  apt  cocicertiing  the  Naval  Establish-^ 
man^J'  ^  '  , 

Whereupon)  JR^$olved,  That  they  so  far' recedes 
from  tb^ir  amendmeotpas  to  a^ree  to  the  report 
of  the  mana^rs,  and  that  the  bill  be  so  modified. 

Tiie  hill  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  provisions  of 
the«ishthseclion  of  th^'^'Act  regulating  the  grants 
,of  land,  and  providing  far  the  disposal  of  the  fands 
of  the  United  Stales  south  of  the  State  of  Tei^ 
nef^ee,^  wai  read  the^cond  tioQe^fiad  refibnred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  coaaist  of 'five. members,  to 
consnler  and  report  ihereon;  and  Messrs.  Brad* 
L9Y,  .Tait,  Gbsoq,  huoYD,  aod  HoNTEBj  Were 
appointed  the  commiuee., 

Th^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee^pf  Che 
Whole,  the  ceasidefation  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate Mu^ea  Austin,  John  Eice  Jones,  Hepry  Aoa- 
lia,  and  others,  into  a  eompaay,  by  the  name  of 
.^he  Louisiana. Lead  Coi^pany,  together  with4he 
amendmepts  reported -tbereio  by  the  select  comr 
mittee;  and  havioff  in  pi^rt  agreed  to  the  report 
of  the  commiUi^e,  the  Preaident.  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accptdingly.  . 

On  the  q.ii»ti6a,  ^hall  this  bill  be,  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amiended?.  It.  wa^  de- 
termided  in  theaffirmatite* 
,  The  Senftte  raauaoed,  as  in  ConMnittee  of  the 
W.hole,  lie  bill  to  proyida  for  the  designating, 
.tocreyifig^  and/ granting, .  tlie  miliary  bounty 
lanil;  abid  oa  motion.  l^jL  Mc  CiMPB6i^,jof  Ton* 
nessee,  the  further  coQ«id»auoii  thereof.  Was  pea^ 
poned  tintil  to  morrow* 

.  .    * ,  Wj5di«E8day,  March  25. 

.  The  bill  gtv.ing  fiirthei'  time  for  registering 
claitns  lo  land  in  the' eastern  district  of  the  Ter-. 
^ritpry  ofprleans,  was  read  t he-second ^ti (tie. 

The  biU,  entided'^An  act  loitkitlg  pioYisioa.f6r 
4ertai9  persons  claiming  lands  under  the,  several 
acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  fVom  the  British  . 
proviifces  of  Oafoada  and  No-Va  Sootui,"  waskread 
the  second  time,  and  referred  tb-the' committee  to 
whom.  Was  recommitted 'on >thd\28th  January, 
the  bill  which  origiaatta  in  the  Senate  on  the 
sam6  subject,  to  consider  and  report  thef eon. 

.  Oa  motion,  the  Senate  resumed  the  coosideta- 
tioo  of  the  rei)ort  of  the  managera  at  the  confer- 
ence oa  their  .part,  on  the  bil^  entitled  .^An  aci 
establishing  a  quartermaster's  d^piirtmant,  and 
for.other  p^trpbaes.'*  Whereupon,      ,  .    . 

&e»olved,  That  (they  recede  from  their  disa- 
grl^inent  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
llepreseatatives,  ^o  Aur  as  tp  a^ree  to  tba  report 
pf  the  maa^'gersyand  that  the  bill  be  so  modified^ 
-A  n^eseag^.  from  the  Hoase  bf  Representatiyes- 
inforined  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
modification  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
ihebiU,,enti.tled  *'Aa  act  concerning  the  Naval 
EsUblishment,"  as  reported  by  the  managers, Kt 
the  Gonferepoe  oil  .the  said.  bill.  The  House 
pf  RepreseAtatives /h a ve^  .passed  a  bill,  entided 
*'An  act  for  the  oreanizatioa  of  a  corp^  of  a^ii- 
fi^erB,"'ip  which  bill  they  request  the  cone urreace 
of  the  Seaate.,  \  \      .    •  •    '  . 
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'The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
toa-seeond  readin^r. 

Mr.  Grbqo,  from  the  commUtee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  -bill,  entitled  ''An  act  relinqnishiog 
to  the  Corpotatioo  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said  city," 
reported  it  with  an  amendment,' and  the  amend- 
ment was  considered  and  agreed  txh,  as  i»  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Wh ok  and  the  President  rep<>rted 
the  bill  (0  the  House  aeeordinglv. 

On  4he  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
timie  as  amended  ?  '\t  -was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative; • 

The  'Semite-  resiiinedj  as  in' Committee  of  ^the 
Whole,  the  Consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^<Kn  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  in  the  late  campafgn  6ft  the  Wabash^" 
together  witb  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by^  the  select  committee,  aad  the  report  wieis. 
in  part  adopted ;  and,  after  debate,'  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  p6s.tpptted  until  to  morrow.- 

^Mr.  QiLBf  AN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by* 
the  nuame  of  the* Xiobisiaoa  Lead  Company,  cor- 
rectly engrossed. 

Mr.  BaVard,  from  the  committee  to  whdm  was 
referred  the  bill  (Vom  the  House  of'  Representa- 
tiresj  entitled  '^An  pet  for  the  admission  of  l^e 
State  of  Loaiisiana  into  the  Union,  and.tO'eztettd 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  said  StatO)" 
reported  it  with  amendments. 


TduRSDAY,  March,26. 

Mr.  Gillian,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rrlio- 
*  quishing  to  the  Corpdration  of  the  citjrof  fiew 
Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  ui  tite  said 
city,"  cortectly  engrossed  ;  ajad  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended;  and  the  title  haTin*^ 
been  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 
.  Mr.  GiLUAN,  from  the  committee^  also  stated 
the  report  of  the  maiiagers  at  the  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate^  on  the  btU  entitled  ''An 
ac(  establishing  a  ouartetmRster's  department,  and 
for  other  purposes,''  correctly  engros&ed. 
'  Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating 
the  ffrants  of  land,  and  providing  f6r  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  of  the  Unked  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Xennessee,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  for  improving  the  navi* 
gation  of  the  river  Potomac,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

The  bin,  entitled  ^An  abt  for  the  organization 
of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  was  read  the«econd  time 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Reed,  Gilman, 
and  Smith-  of  Maryland;  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  oi 


th,e  officers  and  soldierawbo  served  in  the  late 
campaign  on  the  Wabash." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradeby«  it  wlis  agreed  to 
amend  the  second  section  by  adding  a  proviso 
tbier^o.  ,   '      -       . . 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  amend  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  line  three,  by  inaerting 
the  words  '^arply  and,"  extending  the  provision 
to  the  regular  troops  as  well  a&  militia,  k  'was  de- 
(termined  in  the  negativc^^yea^  13^  nay^  15.  as 
follows: 

YBij»-rMes8rs.'Bayanl,  Bibh,  Catts/Germui,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Honey,  Howeli,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Smith 'of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York;  and  Taylors 

Nats — ^Messrs.  AliderBOii,  OampbefL  of  Teaneane, 
Coiidit,.Crawibrd,  Fnaklin,'  GaHlard,  Goodridi,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  I^ope,  Reed,  Tait,  Tiirner,  Yamumy  and  Woiw 
thington. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GsRVAXf  to  strike  out  ike 
second  vseistion  of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows: 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U further  eimeUd,  That  the  offieen, 
according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,  ^  afawaid, 
the  non'commisacmed  oiBctea  and  soldiaito  of  the  Tet> 
unteers  or  miKtia,  who  aerred  in  the  said  caaspaign, 
and  who  were  killed  or  died  of  weoods  receivadiD  Mid 
jernoe,  leaving  a  widow,  er«  if  no  .widoa^  shall  hare 
left  a  child  or  children,  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  ok  children, 
shall  be  entitled  to^  aad  receive,- the  half  of  the  monlhly 

Siy  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of 
8  death,  or  receiTiog  the  wound  of  which  he  died, 
for  ind  during  the  teria  of  five  yean ;  find  in  case  of 
.the  death  ot  itttenpariiage  of  such  widow,  before  the 
expiration'  of  the  term  of 'five  years,  the  half  pay,  for 
the  remainder  of  tfa^  term,  shall  go  to  the.cliild  or  chUd- 
ren  of  such  deceased  officer  or  8oIdier,''whilat  nntder  die 
age  of  sixteen  years;  aadjn  like  aianner,  tbe  allew- 
ance  t6  the  child  «or  children  of  soch  deceased,  where 
there  is  no  widow,  shall  .be  paid  no/ longer  than  while 
thejro  is  a  child  or  children  under  the-  age  aloraaatf : 
Provided^  That  no  greater  aum«ihall  be  aUoiMd  in  any 
case  to  Ihe  widow,  or  to  the  child  or  ohildvsa,  of  any 
officer,  than  tha'half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel :" 
*  It  was  determined  in  the  negattve^yeaa  6,  naya 
22,as  follows  i 

Yi  As-^Mesinrs.  Cutts,  German^  Lambert,  Ltbyd,  Tur- 
ner, and  Vam^im. 

NATs^Messrs.  Anderaon,  Bayard,  Bibb;  Campbell 
of.  Tennessee,  Oopdit,  Crawind,  Franklin,' GaiUard, 
Giles,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  HoMey,  Howell,  Hnnter, 
Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Matyknd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  President  reponed  the  billio  the  House 
as  amended: 

On  the  questions/Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  tm  the  affir* 
mative. 

^  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitfieeof  the 
Whole,  the  con8id.enKion  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  Che,  sale  of  the  public  Ian de,  together 
with  the  motion  for  postponement. to  the  first 
Mboday  in  December  next;  attd,<m motion,  1)^ 
Mr:  QfLCs^  the  further  consideration  thereof  wss 
postponed  until  io-morrow.' 

A.  message  from  the  Housie  of  Repreaeatactves 
informed  the  Senate Jhat  the  Hou^  agree  to  the 
modffia^Koaof  the  amendltaeets  to  the  bill,  enti- 
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tletl ^^Ao  B«t.«0Ubli?hio[|f  a  qqaitermaster'a.dQ- 
ptrtment,  and  /or.other  purpoj^es,''  as  'Reported  bv 
the  «iana^;en  at  the  coofereae^  on  tfai^  jaid  bill. 
Tbejr  ba7e'  pasned  a  bill/eatit(«i  ^'Aa  act  to  an^ 
ttiorize  ibe  Secretary  of  War  to  ezchaace  laods 
with  the  UrsuUoe  Nuns  qf  the  Citf  ofNtfir  Or- 
leans;*' in  which  bill  they  request  the^  canciU'- 
reace  of  the  Senat^. 

The  bill  laat  mentiohed  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the*«eooDd  rtadiDg. 

The  eogroased  bill  to.locorporaie  Moses  Aus- 
tin, John  Rice  Joaei,  Henry  Austin^  and  others, 
into -a  eoopany,  by  the.  Dame  of  the  Looisiana 
Lead  Company,  was  reid  the  third  time.  .     <    / 

Oa  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  -pate?  it  was 
jdetermined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  Q^ys  12, 
as  follows: 

¥>▲■ — ^MeiwB.  Anderson,  Brsdl9y>  Coadit,  Chraw- 
foxd,  Dans,  Senaaa.  Goodrich,  Grcgf«  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Smith  of  New  York,. TfliH,Tsy Ion  snd  Worthing- 
.ton.  '  •    . 

N^TS— lifsssri.  Bayard,  Franklin,  Giles,  Hortey, 
I<aiDbert,  Leib,  Lloyd, .Reed,  Smith  of  Moiyhnd*  Tnr< 
ner,  and  Yarnum,  '   .    . 

^  So  .h  was  Beteivtd^'  That  this  bill  'pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  *>Ao  act  to  iik9orp6rate 
Moses  Austin,  John  Rjce  Jonea,  Henry  Aujitin) 
and  ethers,  into  a  ednpany,  by  tha  name  lof' the 
LoaiaiaoaXiaad  Company."'  ^ 

'•  ^^^"^^ ' 

.  Fain  AY,  March  27.. 

The  bill  entitled,  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  See- 
recary  of  War  to  ezchansre  lands  with  the  Urs)!* 
Uoe-  rjoas  of  the  eitv  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
tike  second  time^  and  rjeferred  to  a  seWot  commit- 
ter, to  consider  and  report  thereon  \  and  MessQs. 
GaeOO,  Dana,  and  B^isnt,  were  appointed!  the 
eonnmittee.- 

Mr.  Campbci/l,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  .the 
following  mo€ioa  for  consideration : 

«*  Revoked,  ^Thst  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire -what  pipviBion  ought  to  he  made  by  law  fof 
completing  titles  on  such,  special  entries^  locations,  and 
surveys  of  lands,  in  the  8iateof  Tennessee,  as  were 
Hvnde  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  North,  Carolina,  and  re- 
cognkwd  by  the  aot  of  the  said  fiUate,  oommonW  called 
the  cession  act)  and  which  lis  west  and  sdath  of  the 
line  dsecribed  in  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act 
to  authorise  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described/'  dtc. 
pasjsed  on. the  18th  of  April,  1806,  and  wiihinthe 
booDds  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ejLtinguished; 
and  thM  the  oommitt^  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise.*' 

-  Mr.  Gii^MAQijfrom  the  committee,  reported  the 
amend ments  tp  the.  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the 
felierof  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  ip' 
the  lata  campaign  op  the  Wsbasbi"  correctly  en- 
grossed \  and  the  bill  wa&,  read  the  third  time  as 
.-ameiDded. 
'  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  recommit  the  biH, 
it  pass^  in.tbe'negativek 
Jleaolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  Senate  rfsuoiCMd,  as -in  Committee  pf  the 
Whole;.  4h«  consideration  of  the  bill  making  far- 


ther proTisr<m  for  the  sal^tif  public  lands,  together 
with  the  motion  for  postponement ;  and  tlie  fmr- 
ther  consideration  of  theoiVi  was  postponed  nntil 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  BAYARn)  from  the  committee  appointed  io 
conifider  the  subject,  repopted  a  biH  to  eataree  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  liooisiana ;  and  the  bill  was 
read^  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr..  GiLBa,  from  the  committee  to  whom,  was 
referred  the  bill  Itot  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie^ 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  nesumed,  asin  Committee  of  the 
Wh6ley  the  consideration  of  the  Mil -to  author ize 
tthe  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
and  designate  certain  boundaries. 
'  On  motioh,  by  Mr.  Geauan,  to  strikis  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bil(,  which  provides  (or  the 
ascertaining  where  the  waters 'of  Connectidot 
rlrer  intersect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  4dth 
decree  of  north  latitude,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Y^^s — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard.  Bibb,  Gaillard, 
Ckrman,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,*  Smidi 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Vorj^Tait,  Taylot,  Turner 
and  Varama. 

'.  Njlts — MesirSb'BradIey<  Condit,  Crawford,  Bana^ 
Franklin,  Gregg,  Howell,  Latabert^  Pope,,  and  Worth- 
ington.  '   .  •     •  * ' 

Aikd'  the  President  reported  the  Bill  to  the 
Bouse  amended.  * 

On  the  questioti,  Shall  this  bill  fane  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  tim^  as  jametfded  7  ii  was  de^ 
termlned  ill  the  affirmative.   .-  .  _ 

• ,  Mr.  Fbanklin,  from  the  committee  to  wEcTm 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gordon^  re- 
ported that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
.to  withdraw  his  papers ;  and  the  report  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wortbinqton,  the  bill  en- 
titled *^Anact  giving furtberiime  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  land,  northwest  of  the  jriirer  Ohio  to  com- 
plete their,  paymenfs,'^  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider'aod  report  therepn^  and 
Messrs.  Woih-HiNGTON,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Bataho,  were  appointed  the  committer. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batarb,,  Mr.  Tait  was 
added  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred,  on 
tbe'lStb  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair  ;^'  and  the  bill,  entitled 
^*Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson.'' 

MoN DAY,  March  30. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
tectly  engrossed,  wai  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  27th  instant,  by  Mr.  Campbgllm 
of  Teones^e ;  and  the  motion  was  a^eed  to ;  anq 
Messrs.  CaKipbell,  of  Tennessee,  Braoley,  and 
GFhEoo,  were  appointed  the  committee;     ^ 

TheSeatte  resumed,  as  in  Cognmittee  .of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fpr.improv- 
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iog  th«  navigaiMo  of^  the  f'ttet  Potoaiae,  ofypo- 
•ite  the  City  of  Wasbfngton,  togetbef  with  cbe 
ao(i€Qclmeiilte  reported  .thereto  by  the  select •ooiki- 
mittee  ;  and  baviog  agreed  to  tbe^  aaieodmete, 
Ihe  Pretidi^pt  refiorted  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordiogly. 

On  tbe  question/Sball  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  ^  third  ttmeias  atAeadedl  it  was  deleft 
mined  in  the  ^ffirtxiative. 

The  Senate.  re»umed,  as  in  Covomiuee  of  the 
Whoi^  the  considetaiienof  the  biU  for  tli^  relief 
of  Charles  Mioifie.  together  with  the  amendiAfDts 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  eommktee;  iu>d 
.  having  agreed  to  ih«  amendoiento,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  (he  House  accord inglf. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter^ 
mined  in  the  Affirmative. . 

Tke  Inll.  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  »he  Stale  of 
Louisiana  was  read  Che  second  time.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  .of  the 
Whol^the.eoai(ideration.of.thebill  toprovi^le  for- 
the  designating,  surveying,  and  granting,  the  mill- 
.t»ry  bounty  laiids. 

On  inoiion,  to  strike  out  the  werdv.^fit  for  ctii- 
tivalion,"  it  w^  determined  in  the  negative — yeas, 
12^ay8  14,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  vCampbell  of  Tennessee,  Condif, 
FrsnkJiiH  GaiUard,  QlUnsn,  GteggrXsib,  Reed,  8iiih|L 
of  Moryland,  Smith  of. New  York,  Turner,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Crawfordi  Germen, 
OUes,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell^  Lambert,  Pope,  Hob* 
inson>  Tait,  Taylor,,  and  Taraam. 

tOa  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  nf  Tennessee, 
to  strike  out  rwb  miliidns  iathe  Territory  of  Lou- 
isianaf  and  insert  one  million  five  hundred  thoh- 
sand,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8, 
nays  17,  as  foMows : 

YxAs^Menrs.  Campbell  of  Tehoe^,  Gondii, 
'Pranklin,  Gaillsrd,  Gfles,  Lambert,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Worthington. 

NiTs — Messrs.  Bibb,  Crawford,  German,  Gilman, 
Ooodrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Llovd,  Pope,  Reed,' 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
■er,  and  V«mnm. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  t^resi- 
dent  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly.  And 
on  the  question.  Bhall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amendevl  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Or£gg  prjesented  the  f>etltion  of  Jottn  Clarke, 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  remunera- 
tion for  service*  rendered  during  the  Kevolution- 
gry  war,  as  therein  tuted^  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  pommittee,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon'  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Greox),  Ree9,  and  SmitH)  of  New  York, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  lHeW  York;  presented  the  memor 
rial  of  Peter  Landais,  praying  compensatioa  for 
military  service:!. 

TufiSBAY,  March  31. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ch»rles  Miaifi«  bal- 
ing been  trotted  by  the  eomiftittee  correctly  en- 1 


grossed,  wae  recA)  the  thi^d  timtf  «s  ametodedyafid 
passed. 

ThfebiJI  for  impfoting.  the  pavtoation  of  the* 
river  Potomac,  opposite  the^city  of  Waabfigton, 
having  been  reported  by  the  eommtttee  correctly 
e^grosaed,  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating}  survey- 
ing, and  granting,  the  military  bounty  lands,  hav; 
ing  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  tni' 
grossed  was  read  the  third  time  as  alaeaded,  and 
passed.     - 

Mr.  Ba YARo.  firom  the  committee  to  wliom  w«a 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  ihe  relief  of 
Arthur  3i.  Clair,v  reported  it  without- amend- 
ment. He  alio  reported  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilion,**  without 
nkiendment. 

The  Senate  xeaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
.Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bHI  frvm  this 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  .the 
Union,  amffo  extend  the  laws  of  the  United' States 
to  the  said  Statp,"  together  with  the 'amendments 
reported  thereto  by  theaeleet  oamoaittee;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  arnendiiienU,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly; 
'  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  tl|ird 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affiraa- 
ative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  the 
memorial  of  Peter  Landais  was  referred  U  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Me:>srs.  Smith  of  New  Yprk^ 
fiBENTyjind  Dana,  were  appointed  tbe  eompiilta*. 

The  "Senate  resUQi«d,  a^  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  carry  into  eiieet  the  prov.isiOBf  of 
the  eighth^seotton  of  the  act  reflating  tb^  graate 
of  land^and  providii^  for  the  disposal  of  the  laiid« 
of.  the  tloited  States  south  of  theSut^  of  Ten- 
nessee; and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Gtuea,  it  waa  agreed 
t^at  rhe  further  con^deration  thereof  be  poatjioned 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resiuned^  as  in  Committee  of  xk^ 
Whole,  (he  constderhtion  of  the  bill  giving  further 
tinnf  for  registering  cliMms  to  land  m  the  eaaterm 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans* 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  V  eBgrosaed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

Thc*Scoate  resumed,  as. in  Conimktee  of. the 
Wiiole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the.  State  of  Louisiana;  and  on* motion 
by*M,r.  Varndm,  the.yeas  and  nays  were  required 
on  passing  the  bill  to  a  (bird  reading;  and,  after 
debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Aitoenso^f ,  the  farther 
eoosideration  of  the  bill  wasr  postponed  nqtil  to-' 
morrow,  and  made  the  order  for  thatday# 

Mr.  DvMT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  toif  n: 
ef  Alexandria,  by  the  name  ^nd  style  of  *<  the 
Mechanios'  Bank  of  Alexandria,''  reported  it  With 
anae^ndmentB.  »         *    . 

.  Mr.  Bbbnt  presented  the  petition  of  ihe  Presi- 
dent and  Di^ctora  of  the  Bank  of  Washington, 
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pnyiDg  ID  t^lftrgeaieat  of  (beir  eferpitti),  for  rea-* 
SODS  iherein  stated;  and  th^  pe^ioo'^^  read, 
iuul  referred  \6  a  s^leot  eomifiitteevto  eoosidcr  atid 
report  thereOB-  by  bUI  or  ptbarwise;  and  .Mesars. 
Brent,  Dana,  aad  Caupbell  of  Teiiiie6see,#ero. 
aj^ioced  ttia  c.ointiaitteo. 

A  metsMre  fttm  4b«  Ifoose  of  RepraseatatHrea 
iaformed  tne  Senate  xhkt  tbeF  House  haye  passed 
a l^ill. eoCkled  "Ao  act  to.coDtroue  id  force  '  An 
act  to  provide  for  ])ersoa's  wbo  were  diaabled  1)^ 
kaomiwofiiidar^eiTed  hi  tbe  RevolinipBar^war, 
aad  for  odu»  purpoaea ;"  also  «  bill^  en  tilled  ^  Ab 
aet  for  tbe  relief  of  Wtiham;  Hubbeli  f'  in  wbieb 
biHs  they  ra^aeat  tba  eoocarreiree  of  (be  Senate. 

The  two  bilk  laat  brouffiit  op/or  cottcQrreace 
were  read,  aod  paased  to  the  MooDd:  readio^^ 

0»  motioB  by  Mi:*  Fsame^im^  tbe  cdaimittae^  to 
whom  araa  referred  the  .petiiiaDrOf  Dftvid  P^tet 
was  dischafKed,  and  tbe  cofiaideration  of  tbja  pat4' 
tioD  pottpoMd  indefinitelf. 

Tbe Seaate  resBmed^ aa  iirCoecimtttee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  ^  An  4ict  for  tlie  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr  f*  and  the  bill  having  been  amended j 
the  President  reported  it  lotbe  House  accordingly. 
On  the  qaestion^  Shall  this  biH  be  read  a  third 
tifliena amended?  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirm- 
ative. '  ^    ' 


WeinrBBBAY,  April  1.    : 

Mr.  Howell,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
rtferredl,  on  the '3Qlh  December  lait,  the  petition 
€i  Natbaaiel  Smith,  naval  officer  of  the  port  of 
Provic|ence,reported,  as  their  opinion,  tbatit  wdi^d 
he  inexpedient  to  act  any  farther  on  it  tbia^' ses- 
sion ;  and  the  report  Was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to*  whottji 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  »c<  concfrBr- 
ing  the  Levy  Court  of  tiie;eoanty  of  Washington, 
ID  tbe  District  of  Coluipbia,"  reported  it  antfended. 

Mr.^  POPB.  from  the  cooimtttee  to  whooa  was 
referred  tbebill^ entitled  ^^An  aet  sn'pplementarto 
'An  act  making  proTiaion'for  arming  and.eqaip* 

ag  the  whole  body  of  mflitia  x>r,the  Ignited 
ites,'*  reported  it  amended.. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PopB,  the'resolirtions  of  the 
Legislature  df  the  State  of  Kentucky,  commnni- 
eated  od  the  3d  Bifarcb,  on  tbe  snb)e<^t  of  public 
roada,  waa  referred  to  a  select  eooniiittee,*  tojeoBA' 
aider  «nd  report  thereon  by  biU  or- otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Pope,  Cam pbbll  of  TeuBcaaee,  and  An- 
DBBsow,  were  appoiDted  thrcMDmittee. 

Co  moiibn,  the  eoramiliee  to  whom  was  refer^ 
red  the  petition  of  Charle/i  Whitlow,  were  'dis- 
charged irpfli  the  further  eonsideration  tbcteoft^ 

Mr.  GiLSB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w«b 
refieirrad  t^e  petition  of  Isaac  Tryon,  retried  that 
tbe  prayer  oi  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted  j 
and  ^e  report  was  agreed  .ta  • 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet  for  ibe  relief  of  Wil-^ 
liaa.  HubeeH,"  was  read  (he  seeond  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.'BiBB,  HoBser,  and 
Bbadlbt,  were  appointed  the  cpmmittee. 

The  biU,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
'An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 


by  known  tv^oond^  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  for«other  purposes,"  was  rea^  the  second i 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  comraiiiee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  i hereon  ;  and  Messrs.  G&eqq, 
VXBNbM,  and  Tait,  were  l(ppoiqied  the  cpm- 
mittfee.  *  «       '. 

'  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infc^rmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed. 
«  bi!l,  entiiled'  "  Afl  act  to  authorize  the  granting 
of  patents  for  land,  according  to  the  surveys  that 
hate  been  made,  and  to^nt  donation  rights  to. 
certain  elaimvnts  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  cdncurreiM:e  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  last  mentioned  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.     . 

The  amendments  to  thd  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr.^  hiiving  been  re- 
portcfd  by  the  committee  cqrreotly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  tbirdHime  as'ameoded,  And  passed 
with  amendments. 

.  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
fof  the  admjssion  of  the  Stale  of  Liouidiana  into 
the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United 
•States  to, the  said  State"  b^ving^been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  eogrosaed,- the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and,  by  unaoimods 
consent, 'was  farther  aitiended,  by  strfkiog  put,  in 
•Che  ninth  section  and  second  line,  tbe  word  '*  next," 
and  inserting  the  words  '*  one  thousand  eig^t.hun- 
dred  and  twelve." 

Besolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  giving  further'  time  for  registering 
clairms.to  land  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  having  been  reported  by  tbe  com- 
mittee correctly  engrbssed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
nnd  passed. 

Tne  Senate  resunied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of -the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having' been*  offered,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  :and  read  a  tdird  time^  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays 
8,  as  follpwa : 

'  Tbas — M^avj^  ^nderson,  Bavard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Tennewee,  Condlt,  Crawford,  Catts,  Gailiaid,  Giles, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
iium,  and  Wortbii^ton;     / 

Nats — ^Meiiirs.  Bradley,  Franklin,  German,  Gilman, 
Ooodricb)  Lambert,  Lloyd,  and  Reed. 

The  Senate  fesumfed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biilj  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  St.  Clair;*'  and^  on  the  questiou,  Shall 
,this  bill  be  read  the  tnird  time  t  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 
'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,,  the  bill,  entitled  *•  An  act  for  .the  relief  of 
Thomaa  Wilson ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading.  '     ' 

The  following  confidential  Mfessage  was  re- 
ceived frdm  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
'To  the  Senate  and  House  of ' 

iH^eaentativee  of  the  Vhited  Slates  : 

Considering  it  as  expedient,  iinder  existing  drcom- 
atances  and  prospects,  that  a  general  eihbargo  be  laid 
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on  ftltTMselfl  now  ia  port,  or  hereafter  arriTinsp,  forthe 
period  of  sixt ^  deyi*  l  recommend  Uie  inimediate  pae- 
eage  of  a  law  to  that  effect 

JAMES  MADfSON. 

Afeil  1,  1812. 

The  Message  was  read; -And  on  motioni  by. 
Mr.  Bayard,  that  the  injuoctioa  of  secrecy  -be 
taken  off  respecting  the  Message  last  read ;  it 
was  determined  in  .the  negative — yeaa  11,  nays 
21,  as  follows: 

YjtM^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Crentaan,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  dregg,'  Honey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
and  Reed. 

Nats — M^mts.  Anderson,  Bibb^  Bradlay,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  dmith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Tork,  Tsit,  Taylor,  Tam^r, 
Yamum,  and  Worthingt^n. 

Besoloedj  That  the  Message  be  referred  (o  a 
aelect  committee,  to  eonsist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
'  Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Gaui^bll  of  T^nbes^ 
8ee«  Taylor,  Qerjiam,  PoFg5  and  Batard,  be  the 
committee. 


ThcrsdaY}  ApHl  2. 

Mr.  BradlbY}  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  |o  author- 
ize a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  amended. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was, re- 
ceired  from  the  Hods^  of  Representatives,  by 
Messrs.  WarGBT  add  Grundy,  a  committee  of 
that  House;  Mr.  Wright,  Chairman: 

Mr,  President :  The  House  of  Represeqtatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  purfs  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time  (" 
in  which  they  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate ; 
and  the  committee  are  instructed  to  impress  on 
the  Senate  a  speedy  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  stated,  ftom  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  thfe  first  in- 
stant, that,  having  had  intimation  that  a  bill  on 
the  subject  had  passed  the  other  House,  the  com-, 
mittee  would  not  at  present  make  a  report. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lrib,  that  the  bill  be  now 
r^ad  a  secona  time  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was 
obiected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Mr.  AifOERBON  submitted  a  motion  to  suspend 
to  much  of  the  twelfth  rule  for  oonductinff  buai- 
ness,  as  provides  that  the  three  readings  of  a  bill 
be  on  three  separate  days ;  and,  after  debate,  ^e 
withdrew  his  motion,  in  order  that  the  following 
motion  might  be  taken  up : 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SiitTii. 
of  Maryland,  one.  of  the  majority,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  by  unani- 
mous, consent ;  and  ic  was  agaii^  objected  to  as 
against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  that  the  bill  be 
printed,  under  an  InjuAcdon  oi  secrecy^  for  the 


use  of  Ibe  Senate,  it  was  deterittined  ih  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 11.  nays  21,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
pilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  LaiftbeTt,  Lloyd, 
a&dBeed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten* 
nessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cuds,  Frankloi,  GaiUaid, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Letb,  Pope,  Robinson,  Bmbk  of 
^(aryland,  Smith  of  JHew  Tork,  Tait;  Taylor,  Tomv, 
VarnUoiiand  Worihington, 

Mr.  Ardebbon  renewed  his  motion  to  suspend 
the  1  welftb  rul^  for  coadoctin^^  business ;  ana,  oa 
the  question  to  agree,  thereto,  it  was  determined 
in  the  aflSrmative— ^yeas'SO;  nays  12.  as  follows: 
.  Ybas — Messrs.  AndeiBon,  Bibb,  CampbeHof  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,-  Crawford,  Catte,  Franklin,  Gaillsid, 
Giles,  Howell,  Ijeih,  Pope,  Rohinson,  8mMi  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Taift,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
nttUb  and  Worthington.  *      ' 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bimdley,  Dwm,  Germaa, 
Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Honey,  Hunter^  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  and  Reed,        .    .' 

On  motixm,  by  Mr.  Campbeli^^  of  Teoaesaee, 
the  bill  was  iread  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smu^b,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  yesterday  ap- 
pointed on  the  confidential  Messa^  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.' 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitCedsthefoUowmg  motion  for 
consideration:  -  . 

BiMohed,  That  the  President  of  Ihe  United  States 
he  reqnestad  to  lay  before  the  Senate  any-  informatioa 
in  posaession  of  the  Govemnent,  touching  our  foreign 
relatioBs,  which  has  not  been  already  cosamunicated, 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,,  it  may  not  he  injorioos  to 
the  public  interssfs  to  make  known  to  the  Senate. 

Qn  the  question  to  agcee  to  vthe  resolation,  it 
was  deternnnedrn  the  negative-^eaa  14,  nays, 
It,  as  follow^: 

Yeas— Messif.  Bayaird,  BradBey,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hotaey,  Hmtez,  Lam- 
bert, Lloyd,  Heed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  CarapMl  of  Tesk- 
nessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklitf,  GaiUard, 
Howall,  Letb,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Now  York, 
Tait,  Tajlor,  Turner,  and  Varnum.  •    '    • 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee^  from  llie  com- 
mittee  to  whoin  thebiU  wav  referred,  reported  it 
amended. 

Mr.  ANDM»oif '  was  called,  to  the  Chair,  ami 
the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the. 
Whole,  together  with  fche  amendment  reported 
thereto  hy  the  aelect  committee. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  tfr.  Bayard,  to  aipend 
the  bill,  by  adiHag  thereto  the  following  Metion  : 

And  he  it  fitrtker  enaeied,  That  the  act,  entitled 
<<  An  act  concerning  the.  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Franee, 
and  their  dependencies,  and*  for  other  pnrposee ;  and 
also  the  thhd  section  of  die  act,  entitled  *<  An  act  anp- 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  oonceminflr  the 
commercial  interoouise  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  theur  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes,''  be  and  the  aame  are  heieby 
repealed. 
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And,  OQ  tb€  question  to  adopt  the  amendment, 
iC  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays 
19,  asfdllows: 

YsA»-*Af66ns.  Bitdley,  Dana*  G«rinaii»  Gilman, 
Goodrich*  Horsay,  Hunter^  Lambart,  Llojd,  Read, 
Smith  of  Marylapd,  and  Worthtngton* 

.Nats— Mawrs.  Anderson,.  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee Gondii,  Crat?foTd,  Gutts,  Franklin,  Oaillard, 
O^es,  Gregg,  Howell;  Laib/  Pope,  Robinson,  ISrnith  of 
New\Yorl^  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Variium. 

Aod  the  bill  haTJnjs  been  debated,  the  Presi- 
dent re&umM  tbe  Chair;  and  it  lyas,  oy  Mr.  An- 
derson, reporM  "with  amendments ;  wuich  were 
read,  aod  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  as  follows :. 

Section  1,  line  3,  strike  out  '^ sixty;"  line 6, 
strike  out  "  under  the  imroi'di^ite  direction."  and 
insert  ''  iu  ballast,  with  the  consent."  . 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qradley,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  6f  the  hill  pntil  to  morrow, 
it  waa  determined  ii|  the  t>egative.' 

Ordered,  That  the  bili^  as  ameaded.  pass  to  .a 
third  reading. 

/The  following  confidential  message,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
Messrs.  CalIioun  and  tViLLUMs,  a  committee 
of  that  House — Mr.  Calhoun,  chairman : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  pasaed  a  biU,  entHled  '*'  An  act  jn  addition 
to  the  act,  eatiil^d  *  Au  act.io  raiae  an  additional 
military  force,' passed  January  1 1, 1812;"  in  which 
they'  request  the' concurrence  of  the  Sena tei 

Afler  the  Consideration  of  Executive  and  coo- 
fidential  ^siness^  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  April- 3. 

Mr*  GrIsgg.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the' bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  at2tl)orize 
the<  Secretary  of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the 
Urspline  Nona. of  the  city  l)f  N^w  Orleans,". re- 
ported it  amended.  ^ 
,  Mr.  LLOTD..]froVn  th^  committed  to  whonoL^^as 
referred  the  Dill  to'annex  the  towns  of  Kittery, 
Blltot,  and  Berwick,  to  the  district  of  Portsmouth, 
•reported  it  without  amendment ;  aod,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  further  consideration  thereoT  was  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next« 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,- entitled  *^An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  lim- 
ited  time,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com cb it- 
tee  eorrectly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the. third 
tinae.. 

Qb  motion;  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was'agreed.to  fill 
the  blank  with  the  word  **ninetj."    , 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
,  ed  ?  it  was  determinecl  In  the  affirmative — yeas- 
20,  nays  13,  as  follows:  ^ 

,  VsAB — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  CutU,  ^  franklin, 
GaBla^,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and 
W6rthington. 

Nats-^Mopsis.  Bayard,  Bnuliey,  Dsma,-  German^ 
Gi|ea»  Gilman,  Goodrich,-  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd^.  Bead,  and  &mith  of  Maiyland. 


.  .So  it  was  Beeolved^  That  t)iis  h\]X  pass  with 
amendments'.        .   :  '^ 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  of  two 
members  were  appprated  to  carry  the.  bill  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  request  their  con* 
curreace  in  the  amendments ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb 
and  CAM^BBLLofTennesseie,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  enjthl^d  '*'Aii  net  to  Authorize'  the 
granting  of  patents  of  land  according  tp  the  sur* 
veys  tbat  hare  beon'ttiftde,  and  to^raot  donation 
Viffhtfr  to  certain  claimanUof  land  in  the  district 
of  Detroit,  and  for  other  parpo9eft."'waa  read  the 
s^ond  tiiiie,*and  referred  to  f^  .select  cominittee, 
to  coiTsider  and  report 4hereoa ;.  and  Measta.' Won- 
T&iNOTON,  QREao,'andXj^OoDRioB,  Werel  appoint-'^ 
ed/the  committee.  ;• 

•  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repiasentatives. 
eotitlec^'  ''An  act  iu  addition  .to  the  act;  eatitlea, 
f  An  act  to  raise  an  additional  militarr  force," 
passed  fanuary:U/1812,^  was  read,.and.  pasaed 
to  the  seoond  reading.        ..  *■ 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  and  coa^  / 
fidential  business,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  seven 
o'cioak  in  the  evening; 

Seven  cl^dock  in  the  evening. 

Tbe  bill,,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  vhe  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson,"  was  read  a  tbiird.time,  and 
parsed. 

The  bjll  to.  enlarge  the  limits  of  tl^e  State  of 
Louisiana  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  third  reading  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morjK)w. 

A  niotioD  was  made,  by  Mr.  AndbrsoNj  to  sus- 
pend the  twelfth  rule  foe  conductipg  business  in 
the  Senate,' as  it  respects  the  bill,  lentitled  ''  An 
act  in  addition  totbe  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise 
an  addiiionar  military  force,'  passed  January  11, 
1813 ;"  ^nd,  ikfler  debate,  he  withdrew  his  mo- 
lion.  .  '  .  ■  •  ,  • 
'  On  motion,  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time  by  unanimous  cdnsen^,  it  was  objected  to  as 
against  the  rule.           '  '' 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Bayabd,  to  post- 
pone  the  consideration  of  the  motion  for  the  sec- 
pnd  reading  of  the.  bill  Until  to-morrow;  and  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  . 

Mr.  Andebbon  renewed  his  motion  to  suspend . 
the.  twelfth  tuh  for  conducting  the  business  in 
the  Seniite,  as  it  respects  the  said  bill  i  and  it  was 
determined  |n  tho'  ajilrmative— yeaa  15,  nays  9, 
as  follows:        ■     .   .  •    ' 

Yaia— Mesara.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee,  Condit,  Crawford,'. Outts,  Franklin,  HoweH» 
Robinson^  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Toxner, 
Vanram,  and  Worthington* 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Goodrich,' 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Lloyd*  Popt,  and  Reed. 

And,  on  motion  by  Mr.  And£kson,  the  bill  was 
read  the  second'  time.  •  '  - 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  GfiRiikA^,  tbat  .the  injunc- 
tion of  i;ecrecy  be  taken  off  as  it  respects  the  said 
bill,  it  was  determined  Jn  the  .negative— yeas  13, 
nays  13,  as  follows : 
,    YaAs^Manrs.  Bajrard;  Condit,  Crawlbid,  Daaa, 
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Oaillard,  Ocmran,  Goodrich,  Honey,  Hunter,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reedr  and  Smith  of  New  York.   * 

Nats — Messri.  And^erson,  Bibb,  Campbetl  of  Ten- 
netflee,Oiittfl,  FranUin;  Howell,  Leib,  Robinaon,  Tait, 
'  Taylor,  Turner,.. VAmum,  and  WorthingtoD.      > 

After  the  consideratioh  of  Ezecative  and  con- 
fidentiiil  basiness/the  Senate  adjourned.  ' 

SATuaiuT,  April  4. 
•  On  motion^  by  Mr.  .Campbell,  of  Tennessee; 
th«  ^ileries  n^r*  cltered,  and .  th6  doors  of  the 
9eoatc  Chamber  dosed.  .    -    .     '    ' 

A  message  from  tlie  Hoose  of  Rep^eseotatiTes^ 
by  their  eommittee.  M^9srs«  Calhouk  aad  WfLr 
LiAMs^—Mr.OALBOUN,  chairman : 

Mr.  President :  The  fl6iise  of  ^presentaiiTes 
eoncur^tntbe  amendmenu  of  the  Senate  xotbe 
.  bilk  eniiiled  '^  Ad  act  laying  an-  .embargo  on  all 
ships  and  ressek  in  the  ports. and  harbors  Of  the 
United  Slates,  for  a  limited  time."  The  Spt^ker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  having  Signed 
an  enrolled  bill;  we  are  directed  to  bring,  it  to  the 
Senate  for  thesicnatareof  their  Presiiient. 

Mr.  Varnum,  irom  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  correctly  enrolled. 

.  The  Presioent  signed  the  enrolled  bill  iast 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  committed,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  VARNtJjf,  from  th«  committee,  reported  that 
tbey,tbi$  day,  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  t|ie  President  hat!  approved  and  signed 
the  act. 

After  the  consideration  of  Exeeativa  and  con-, 
fidential  business,  on  moUoo^  by  Mr*  Franklin, 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  opened. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Arthar  St. 
Olair,  praying  that,  in  consideration  of  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  of  his  extreme  poVerty,  Con- 
Sress  would  make  some  provision  to  smooth  his 
eclining  years,  and  secure  him  from  the  dread 
of  immediate  want;  and  the  memorial  was  read,' 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Leib,  Bradley,  and  Batard,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  makiftg 
provisioa  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  un- 
der the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,''  reported  it  amended. 
'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committed  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militiaof 
the  United  States,'^  together  with  the  amend- 
ments re|yDrted'  thereto  by  the 'select  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Pres- 
ident r^orted  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rbed,  to  strike  out  "  six,'' 
and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  ^' three,"  thereby  to  re- 
dace  the*  term  of  militia  'Service,  a  division  was 


called  for,  and  the  question  was  t^eik  on  strii^ing 
out,  and  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
12,  nkyk  16,  as  follows  :> ,  ' 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  -Bradley,  Gondit,  Dana, 
German,  Gilman,  Gajodnch,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
.Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland.  -        '   « 

NiTft — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Tennesaee, 
Crawford,  Cutts,  franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  YoA,  Tait,  Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Vamum,  and  Woithington.. 

On  the  question,  ^hall  this  bill  be  r«ad  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

A  m^ssaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoOse  disagree  to 
all  the  amendments  to  the  first  section,  and  agree 
to  ali  the  Ather  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  dfficers 
and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  Kite  cainpaign  on 
the  Wabash.'' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  A^iderson, 
'  Ordered^  That  tl^  injunction  of  secrecy  be 
taken  off  respecting  so  much  bf  the  tconfidential 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  the  Ist,  2d,  and  3d 
instant,  as  relate  to  the  embargo;  and  that  the 
same  be  published.  ' 


;  .Monday,  April  6. 

.  Agce^ably  to  the  order  of  the  dav,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  Laws  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  agreed  tliat  the  consid- 
eration thereof  beforiher  postpotied  to  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next.  ,  "> 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to  carry  into 
effect  tne  provisions  of  the  eighth,  section  of  the 
'^  Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing'for  tbe  disposal  of  the  lands  ot  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  |"  and, .on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  referred  to  the 
comitiLttee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  of 
Mi^rch,  ti^e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enpble  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States^"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

.Mr.  REno,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  or- 
ganizatioQ  of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  reported  it 
amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
tbe  United  States", having  heed  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed^  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  .the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  atnend- 
ed  ?  it  waa  determined  in  the  affiicma^ive — yeas 
22,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Ykab — Messrs.  Anderson*  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tomieasee^  Crawford,  Cntts,  FranUin, 
GsSllard,  Gregg,  HowaU,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pops^  Reed, 
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BobinMA,  Smith  of  N«w  York^  Tait,  Tayfor,  Turner, 
TtfDttiiif.aad  Wortbington.' 

Natb— MeMrs#  Ooodity  Gerfi^an,  GUm,   GiiknaA, 
.  Gpadnehf  Lambert,  <and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Bo  it  wtLS  Reaolvedy  That  this  biiV  pass  with ' 
amendments. 

Tuesday,  April  7.  -  * 

.Mr.  WoRTBiHOToki  from  the  coi^mixtee  to 
whom  was  ref*erre4  the  bill,  entitled  'tAn  act  to 
authorize  the  granthig  of  patents  of  fand  accord- 
ing to  the  surreys  that  have  .%een  mader,  and  to 
ftWDk  donation  rights  to  certain  cUimants  of  land 
in  the  district  of  Detroit^  and  fbr  other  pcirpbses," 
repiorted  it  i^ithouli  anaendmedt^  Ha  aUp- report- 
ed tba  hill,  entitle^  ^'  Ah  act  giTing  Cut tW  time 
to  the  pardrasars  of  public  landnorthv^rof  the 
rrv'er  Ohto  to'eoim|>l«te their  payments,'^  emen4ed; 

On  motion,  hf  Mr.  .Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
the  galleries  Were  tl&ared,  anid  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chambet^^losed.  ^       ^ 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Smitd,  of  Maryland,  the 
injunetion  of  secrecy  respecting  the  bill,  .entitled 
'*An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  fofc^,'  passed  Janu- 
ary 11  tb,  1812,^'  was  taken  off;  and  ihe  doors  of 
the  Sei^ate  Chamber  opened.  * 

On  mQifon^  by  Mtl  AlknERaoN^  the  bill  Was 
read  tlae  third  time.  , 

On  ibe'qiiestion,,  Sball  this  bill  pgs^t  it  was 
deterniineci  in  the  attnaalive-^y^aa  13,  nays  7, 
as  follows :  '      ^    - 

TxAi'— ICeam.  Andenon,  Campbell;  of  Tennaaaea, 
Condit,. Crawford,  Gregg*  Uowall,  Leib/ Pope, Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vainmm,  and  Worthing- 
tofi. 

K:ay»— Mennra.  Giles,  Gilttkan,  Goodrich,  Horsey^. 
Lambert,  Reed,  and -Bm^th  of  Maryland.   •     .'      • 

JSIo  it  was  Re9ol^dy  That  thi&bill  pass.  ^ 


WsniiBaoAY,' April' 8;  > 

The  Senate  .proceeded  to  consider  (he  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  R>?preseatatives  disagreeing 
to  th«  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '|'An  act 
for  the  belief. of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
scrT^  m  t)ie  late  campaign  on  the  Wabafsh." 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  that  the .  Senate  re- 
cede ftom  tbe  amendmenu  disagreed  to,,  it  was 
dtfteropii^  in  the  negiitiye^yeas  8,  nays  L^  as 
folibwa: 

YsAfl-^MeMra.  AhdeiacNi,  Bibb,  Brant,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Gilman,' Lambert,  P,ope,  Worthingion. 

^▲Ya-*Me«n^  Bradley,  Coodit,  Onlwfiird,  Gaillard, 
Goodrich,  Graag,  Uowefl,  Lcib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith 
of  Mei^laiid,  Smith  of  New  Yoik^  Tait,  and  Tjirner. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Lcia.  \t  was  resolved  that 
the  Senate  inarst  6u  the  amendments  disagreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Hpuse  of  Representative 
inforined  the  Senate  that.  |he  .House  agree  to  the 
ameodm^nts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entittf^d 
''An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,"  with  amendm^tsj 
in  "which  they  request'  the  conqnrreace  oi  the 
Senate. 

l«th  Con.  1st  Sbss.— 7 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend* 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  aa<> 
thorizts  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States;" and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  Sta^  of 
Louisiana  was  read  a  third  time. 
*  Ob  the  question,  Shall  this  -bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  aUrm^tiv'e— yeaa  21,  nays  ^ 
l(s  fuilowe :  ,  '  . 

VajbS — Messrs.. Anderson,  Bibb,  BreiO,  Campbell 
of  Tenneaaee,  Qondit,  CEawferd,.Catt8^  GaiOard,  Gilea» 
Gilman/Gngg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  J^fcw  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Var^ 
num,  and  Worthington. ' 

NATs-^Masars.  Dana,' Goodrich',  Lambert,  L]oyd» 
and  Reed.  -    *  ' 

So  it  'vrtLs' Resolved)  That  Ibis  bill  pass,  and 
that  thfe  title  thereof. be  '*An  act  to  enlarge  the 
•limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana," 

The  l^na'te  resumed,  as  in  'Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eodsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
.act  for  the  ofgaoizaiion  of  »  corps  of  artificers," 
together  wilh  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  s^ect  committee ;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the. President  reported  the^bill 
to  tbe  House  accordinglv. 

'.On  the  question,. Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
tune  2|a  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir* 
roative.  "    /  .•      •     , 

On  rbotibn,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill,' enti- 
tled **An  act  supplementary  to-  ^An  act  making 
provision  for  arming  and  eqnipping^  the  whole 
Dodv  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was 
inade  the  order  of  tbe  day  for  to-morrow. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  QREOOf  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers,  of 
public  lan^norihwest  of  the  rkrer  Ohio  to  com- 
plete their  payments,"  was  postponed  until  Mon^ 
day  next.  .        ■      ^ 


THURaniLT,  April  9. 

The  amendments  to  tbe  bU.l,  entitljpd  "An  ^t 
for  the  orgaVifzaiion  of  a  corpa  of  artificers,'*'  hav- 
.  ing  been  reported  by  the  comndittee  as  edrreetly 
engsoased,  the  bift  was  then  read  a  third  time  as 
amended ;  and,  on  motion,  thel>ill  was  ameocled 
by  unanimous  consent,  section  six,  fine  two,  by 
striking  put  the  following  words :  '^^innually,  dor* 
ing  the  continuance  of  thhi  act." 

Riaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  PafisinsNTiSDmmunicated  the  report  of  the 
Storeiary  of  the  Treasury  on  tbe  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel G.  inffraham  ao4  others,  referred  to  him 
on  the  14th  of  F^brnary,  and  the  report  wa^read. 

The  Senat.^  resumed,  as  in  Gomniitlee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  ^consideration  of  tbe  biU.;' en  titled 
''An  act  supplementary*  ta  *An  tet  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  .equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  miittia.  of  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  thi^ 
•select  committee,  and  having  agreed  lo  the  sev^ 
eral  amendments,  the  P^e^ident  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordinglv. 

On  the  question,  Shall  (bis  bill  be  read  a  third- 


195 


HISTORY  OP  OONOBBSSi 


m 


SC^ATE. 


Retvmed  BiU. 


April,  ] 


time  at  ameoded?  h  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Rbbd  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  h^  «hoold 
ask  leave  te  bring  in  a  bill  apthori2ing  the  Presi'* 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  m  a  term  of 
yeartf  any  part  of  tine  reservations  of. the  public 
ground  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Gebman  gave  'notice  that  to-morrow  he 
shoHld  ask  leave  t^  briag  in  a  bill  authorizing 
the, appointment  of  an  additiboal  judge  of  the^ 
distiict  cour$  for  the  district  of  New  York. 

Friday,  April  10. 


the  two  Houses  of  C<^res8  aC  the  preseftt  ses- 
sion, eotitled  **An  act  providinif  foi^  the  trial  of 
all  eaj09€s  pending  in  the  reapeouve  district  courts 
of  the  United  States,  in  ease  -of  the:  ahseaee  or 
disability  uf-'the  judges  thereof^"  and  prasepied 
to  the  President. of  the. United  States  for  his 
approbation,  jias  been  returned  by  the  Presideot, 
of  the  United  Slates,  with  the  rollowi|i|[  objec- 
tions: '  '    ^  '  ''  ' 

**  Because  ""the  additional  "services  imposed  by  the 
bill  on  the  jastices  of  the  Sfupi^me  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  to  be  perfermed  by  them  ratfier  in  the 
quality  o^o^r  judge*  of  othjst  courts,  namely,  j^^ilgw ' 


»rk«  «,«««j«*^,.*   *    •».    VII       .'.1  J  ttA  of  the  Jistrtet  courts,  than  in  the  •cmaUtyofjuatieef  of 

The  amendmen  s  to  the  .brll  enu lied  f  An  act,  the  Supreme  CouYt    They  aie  to  hold  L  silid  district 
supplementary  to  ''An  act  making  nrovision  for    courts, *n4. to  do  and  'peclbrm  ^l  acts* rahting  .fo  the 


arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  mi 
litia  pf  the  United  S la le^'*  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly . engrossed,  the  Idll 
was  read  a  third  tim^as  amended  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tiou,  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  bla6k  was  -filled  witL 
"three  hundred  thousand  dollars.*' 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  b^  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  tbe 
bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, by  the  name  and  style  of  the, Mechanics* 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  wi^s  made  the  order  of  tfie 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the. 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  ;a  authorize  the  Secretary  ol  War  to  ex- 
change lands  with  the  Ursuliile  Nuijs  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  'thereio  by  the  select  committee,  anf 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thi«  hill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  ameoded  ?,it  was  determined  in  the  affirr 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the' 
motion  made  on  the  ITth  of  March,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Marvland,  relating  to  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  severa4  acts  passed  during  the 
preseac  session,  and  4he  motion,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reed  asked  and  obtained  l«ave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Slatea  to  lecse,  tor  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
the  reservatiodis.of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington ;  and  tbA  bill  was  read,  and  pasaed 
to  the  second  reading/ 

Mr.  Anuerson  presented  the  memorial  of  Eli- 
ffius  Fron»eQtin  and  Allan  B.  Magruder,  delegates 
from  the  Conventioi^of  the  Territory  of  Orleafis, 
aolieiting  a  donation  to  the  GtSvernment  Hoqs^, 
and  the  adjoining  lot ;  ahd  the  memorial  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Anderson, -GRido,  and  Popb,  were  ap- 
pointed the  comibittee. 

Mr.  German  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 

in  a  bill  author izrng  the  appointmept  of  an  addi* 

tional  judse  of  the  district  court  of  (be  district 

of  New  xiprk;  and  the  bill  was  read^and  passed. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

A  message  from' the  House  of  Representatives' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  bill  which  passed 


said  ct>dr€b  which*  are  6y  taw  requhed  of  the  diitrict 
judges.  Tha  bill,  therefore,  vutuallv  appoint^  ibr  the 
time^  the  justicef  of  this  Stij^r^e.  Court 't9  other  dis- 
tinct' offices,  to  which,  if  ooaapaUble  with  their  original 
offices,  they  ought  to  be  appointed  by  another  than 
the  l^iidative  authority,  in  pu».Uftnce  of  legislative 
j^roviBions  authoriziBg  the  appointments. 

"  Decanse  fhe  eppeal  allowed  by  law  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  district  courts  to  the  circuit  courts,  while  tt ' 
cprroborates  the  construction  which  regards  a  judge 
of  the  one  court,'  as  clothed  with  a  new  office,  by  be- 
ing constituted  a  judge  of  the  other,  snbtnits  for  cor- 
rection erroneous  judgments,  not  to  superior  or  o&er 
judges,  btit  to  the  erring ,  individual  himself  acting  as 
sole. judge  in  the  appellate  court.  * 

**  Because  th&.  additional  services  to '  tie  required 
may,  by  distabceif  of-  plaee,  and  by  the  oasnaitles  oon- 
tempfatedby  the  bill,-  become  disproportionate  to  the 
streitgfth  and  health  of  the  justices  who  are  to  p«cfoc«i 
them,  the  additional  services  being,,  moreover,  entitled 
to  no  additional .  compensation,  nor  the  additional  ex- 
penses incurred,  to  reimbursement.' .  In  thif  view,  the 
bill  appears  to  be  contrary  to  equity,  as  well  aa  a  pte- 
<^dent  for  modifications  and  extonidona  of  judicial  ser- 
vices, encroaching  .01^  the  CAnstitutioaal  tenu^  of  ja- 
.dicial  offices.  ' 

"  6eca\iai^,'by  referring  to  the  ]i*resident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  questioDf  of  disalalU^  In  thu  district  jndgea, 
and  of.  the  udreasonableness  oi  delaying  the'auite  or 
cau^s  pending  iu  the  district  courts,  and 'leaving  it 
.with  him  in  such  cases  to  require  the  justices  of  the 
Supreoie  Court  to  perform  addttional  -servioea,  ihe  bill 
introduces  an  unsuitable  relation  of  membeta  of  the 
judiciary  department  to  a  diacretibnaiy  aatliority  af 
the  Exectttive  department. 

«<JAMB8  MADISON." 

And  the  House  of  Representatives,  wbere  cbe 
bill  originated,  have  taken  the  question  in  the 
Constitutional  way,  and  have. reaolvad  thajt  this 
bill  do  i^ot  pass.       ,  , 

The  House  of  Repr^entatiyes  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
9enatb  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  ^nd  aoldiars  irho 
served  in  the  late  cttH^aign  on  Ihe  Waba«b,^  in- 
sisted on  by  tbe  Senate,  i 

They  have  passed  a  biU,  entitled*  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
liouisiana."^  in  wbieh  bill  they  request  the  con* 
currence  of  the  Senate* 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  aatil 
Monday.* 
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Moif^AY)  April  13. 

The  Mil  from  the  Hous^  of  Representatiy^ea, 
entitled  ^*Ad  act  providing  for  the  goverooient  of 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  was  read,  aocj  pf^ssed. 
.  The  amend opeots  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  exchange 
lands.with  th^  UrsuUoe  Njiaa  of  thje  eity  of  New 
Orleans,"  having  boea  ^ep^rted  by  the  oommiueo 
eorreotly  en|ffomd,  the  -bill  Yri»  -read  a  third  time 
•$  amMMied ;  *nd,'aii  motioo,  by  Mr.  Obboo,  was 
further  amended  by  aaanimoiis  consent. 
EfiMvedy  'That  this  bill  iwss  with  amendments. 
Mr.  SMiTa,  of  Marylaod,  praaeated  the  m'^mo- 
riftl  of  William 'PatlersoQ  and  6/)ns,  and  a  num- 
ber 61  ojFhers,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore^ 
pmyi^g  a  suspension  of  the^ion^iinpbrtation  aci, 
ora  partial  modification  thereof,  for  reasons  therein 
stated  at  large  $  and  tbe  memorial  Was  read. 

A  messujefrom  the  HoaseorBepreseAtatir^s 
informed  the  Senate  tbat  the  House  bay e  parsed 
a  joint  resolution  appointiog  .a  cOtniniilee  oti  iheic 
part,  to  join  such  coftuaittee  as^the  Senate  miay 
appolnti  to^onaider  and  report  what  business  -de- 
mands the  imng^diate  attention  of  CQngress,  and* 
whether  a  recess  be  compatible  with  the'public 
interest,  and  the  term  of  such  recess  Via  which, 
resolution  they  request  the  concurrence. of  the 
Senate. 

The  joint  c^^olution  last  mentioQed  'was  jread*, 
aAd  passed  tf>  the  second  reaching. 

Mh  AwDEReoN,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  lOifa  -iastant;  the  memorial 
of  the  delegates  from  tbeCont^tion'of  the  Ter* 
rittiry  of  Orleans,  re|K>rted' a  ^11  granting  to-tb« 
€k>vernor  of  the  State  of  LogisHtna,  for  the  tim^ 
bcfiiig',  and  his  sooeessors  in  olfice.ia  lot  of  ground/ 
and  th^  buiidiags  thereon,  ia  (He  city  of  New 
OHeaifs,  an4  the  biil  w%s  read,  and^  paasei  to  the' 
second-  reading* 

The  biU  aachoHsittg  the  appointment  of  ao  ad-« 
ditiooal  iiidge  of  the  district  court  of  tbedistfiot 
of  New  York  was  rend  the  second  tid]]^« 

The<bill  autf^orizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lease,  for  a  te^m^of  years,  any  part 
of  the  rtserTatioas  of  pi^lic  groudd  in  the  City 
of  Washiagtoo^was  read  the  aeeoad  time,  and 
referred  to  aWect  eomi^ittee.  to  consider  ai|d 
report  thereon ;  and'  Messrk  RseD^  BaaiiT,  and 
QffUMAN,  were  appointed  the  comroiittee.  ' 

A  messas^e  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
inforiziMl  the  Sienate  that  the'-Hduse  ha^e  passed 
a  bill,  ^titled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  thie  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  the  old  city 
httll  jii  the  city  of  New  York  \  irf  which  bill' they 
r^ouedt  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Th<Sbtll  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  t.he  second  reading. 

X>a  merioo,  b^  Mr.  Bradlby,  the  bill,  entitled 
^^An  act  concerning  the  Lery  Court  i6  the  county 
oC  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum1>ia/'  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  - 
*  Thre  Senate  retiimed,  as  in  Committee  of  t^e 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chaoi€82  Baak  of  Aleilindria,togethar  with  the 


amendcaents  reported  thereto  .by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  ^having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
.the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  'House  ac- 
cordingly* 

On  the*  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed' 
and  feed  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

The  ^ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tlve  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  giving,  further 
time  to  the  {mrcbasers  of  public  land  northwest 
of  tbe  rtyer  Ohio  to  coniplete  their  paymenta^'' 
together  with  thie  amendments  reported  v^ereto 
by  the  select^ <;ommittee;  and  having  agreed  .to 
;the  ameadments,  tha  President  reportbd  the  bill 
to  the  -House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thaa  bill  be  read 'a  third 
time as^ amended^  it  was  determined  in  th^  affir- 
mative. 

.The 'Senate  resumed,^  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill^  entitled  'VAn  act  making'provi- 
s^on  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the 
several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refbrees  from  the 
British  protinces  of  Canada  and  I^ova  Scotia,'* 
together  with  the-  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  seleet  ^ommjuee )  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendauents,  the  President  reported  the  biil 
to  the  Hous^  accordingly. 

On  the  questido,  Shall <his  bill  he  read*a  third 
tinieas  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative.; -  ..  ' 

Tuesday,  April  14. 
.   Mr.  ANOKftaoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  fox  the  relief  of  ^Thomas  and 
WiUlam  Stresbly,  repbrtctd  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joii^t  resoluiioa  brought  up  yesterday  .in  relation 
tbjfti'ecess;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof- 
was  poRtpoaed  until  Monday  next. . 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  providing  for'  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiaaaj"  was 
re^d  the  second  tinie,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereoa)  and  ^e^rs.  WoRTaiNQTON, 
Bite,,  Campbell,  of*. Tennessee,  Andebson^  and 
GhpoDiuca,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Dili  granting  xa  (he  Qovernor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  ipr  tl^e  timebeing,4ad  his  successors 
in  office^  a loLof  ground, and.the>uildings  thereon, 
in  the  city  qf  New  Orieaas,  was  read  the  second 
timp. 

The  aiUjendments  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
making  provi;sion  for  certain  persons  claiming 
lands  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the 
refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,'Vhaving  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

ResoLoedy  That  this  bill  jtess  with  amendments. 
.  The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retly of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  qx  lease  the 
Old  city  hall  in  the  city  of  New  YorK,"  was  read 
the  seaood  time,  and  referred  to  a  select,  commit- 
tee, to  ceoaider  aiid  rq^ttheraoa;  and  Messrs. 
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Smith,  of  New  York,  BnAOLer,  aod  Gaeao,  w^rfe 
appointed  the  committee.        > 

The  Senate  resumed,  as.  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  concerning  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  bounty  of  Washin^n;  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,''  'together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  select  committee;  and-, 
having  kgreed  thereto,  the  President  reported  the 
hill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  wa^ determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. ... 

Tha  amendmeats  to  the',bill|  entitled  ^'An  act 
eiving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
laBd  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to, complete 
iheir  payments,"  halving  b^n  reported  by.the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  biil,was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Besolvedj  l^hat  this  hill-  pass  with  ainend- 
meiUs.  •   .   ' 

-  On  motion,^  by  Mr<  Gbrm an.  the  bill  author<> 
izing  the  appointment  of  an  aiiditionat  Judffe  of 
the  district  cpurt  of  the. district  of  New  York 
was  referred  to  a  select*  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;'aDd  Messrs.  German,  Good- 
rich, and  Smith,  o(  New  YorJc,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  mati'pn,  by  Mr.  Worth ingYoNj  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  oT  the 
3d  of  February^  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Sec-, 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  contaiuiqg  a  statement  of 
the  proceedings  under  the  act  to'regalate  theiay- 
ing  out  and  ntaking  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Stateof  Ohio,  was 
referred  to  a^select  conimittee,  io  consider  anrf 
report  \|hereon  by  hill  or  otherwise^  and  Messrs.' 
WoRTBfNGTON,  Grboo^  and  AndersoNj  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  BiBb,  from  the  'committee  (O  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Hubbell,"  reported  it  without  Amend- 
mient. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as.  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hiU,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorise 
the  granting  of  patents  of  land  according  to  the 
surveys  that  have  been  made,  and  to  grant  dona- 
tion rights  to  certain  claiOHints  of  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  pcirposes  ^"  and, 
on  motion,  the  bill  was  amended,  and  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  thequesticm,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resohedt  That  it  is  proper  by  law  to  establish  reg-* 
ulations  applicable  to  cases  of  merchant  vessels  per- 
mitted to  he  armed  for  defence  in  voyage  which  may 
be  allowed  to  foreign  ports  or  places  {  and  therein  to 
provide  for  furnishing  letters  of  permission,  or  other 
documentary  evidence,  as  may  be.  proper  in  any  such 
case  to  manifest  the  defensive  character  of  the  arma- 
ment; and,  aliD,  to  require  secnrities  for  the  vessels 
and  their  commanders,  respectively,  that  they  shall  not 
proceed  to  any  port  known  to  t>6  aptaally  blockaded, 
nor  carry  contraband  articles  to  the  dominions  of  any 


Powerengaged  in  war  against  nuch  'as  may  be  at  pesee 
with  the  United  States,  nor  violate  the  laws  or  treatiet 
of  the  Uniled  States,  or  the  rules  of  public  law  by  the 
United  States  acknowledged,  but  will  observe  the  in- 
structions which  may  be  given  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  preventing  any  such  violation,  and' 
that  satisfoction  shall  be  mad/B  for  all  damages  and  in- 
juries, if  any  should,  be  cotnmitted  in  .contravention 
thereof:  provided,  that  vessel^  boiind4br  places  beyond 
the  eoiuthem  Gape  ot  Africa  cv  America  shall  not  be 
prevented  from  going  amisd,  as  luuf  been  usual  Sa  sash 
Cases.         ,  '       .  '       ' 

•   ^  .WEDHsaoAy,  April  15. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of 
A,lexandria,  by.  the  name  an>d  styl^  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,'  haviiig  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  cchrreetly  engrossed,  was 
re^d  the  third  tifne,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,' entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  granting  of  patents  of  Itind  ac- 
cording to  the  spryeys  that  have  been  made,  and 
to  grant  donation  rights  to  'certain  claimants  of 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  Other  pur- 
poses," having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed.- 

The  ainendmehts  to  ihe  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the  countv  of 
>Yashingt6n,in  the  District  of' Columbia,"  nav- 
ing  been  reported  by  the  comipittee  correctly  eii«» 
grossed.' the -bill  was-read  the  third 'time  as 
a  mended,  a  nd  passed  with  amend  men  ts. 

MV.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Alexaodej 
Henry,  aiid  a  nunniber  of  others,  merchants,  of 
the  city  of  {^hiladc^phia^  prayiog  a  suipensioo  of 
tire  non*importatioa  aet,or  amodification  thereof, 
for  reasons,  staged  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  rea^,  and  ^eferr^d  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  five  members,  to-  Consider,  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Leib, 
biBfi,  CAikiFBBLt,  of*  Tenaesseej  Llotd,  atnd  Tay«> 
to^,  were  afipointed  the  comipittee. ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.-  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
memorial  of  Williaip  ^  Patterson,  and  othera,  oa 
the  same  subject,  presented  the  13th  instant,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentiooed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnitttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of ,  thfe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  aujd  WtUiam  Str^shly;  and,  oo  ike 
question,  Shall  ihisk  bill  he  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  1' It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiye. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitlad  '^Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hubbell;"  aad  it 
>vas. ordered  to  the thirdreading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill  granting  to  the  €k»verjH>r  of  the 
Qtate  of  Louisiana,  for  tha  time  being,  and  his 
successors  in  office,,  a  lotof  eTOund',and  toe  build- 
ings thereon^  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  j  and, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime?  it  was  determiaed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

A  message  frpm  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  ^agtae.  to  the 
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amendments  of  tbe  Senate,  to  th^  l>ill^  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  orffanization  oT  a  corp  of  urtifi- 
cers,'*  with  amendments,  in  vhrch  they  reqnest 
^he  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  ha^e  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  f*  An  act, for  ascertaining  the  tii)«a 
and  claims  to  lands  in  thf^t  i>art  ol  LouLsiana 
•idiiab  lies  easi  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans ;''  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
.  concqrjrence  of  the  ^enat^i.  . 
.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  'amend- 
ment».o(  the  House  of  Represeptatives  to  theijr 
aiaendmenta  to  the  bill,  ^entitled  >^An  act  for  the 
ori^noizaiioa  of  «  corps  i>f  artificers  V  and  coa- 
cucred  therein* 

The  bill  lasi  bf ought  up  for-  concurreoee  was 
r?ad,  and  passed  to  the  secood  reading*       -    '  - 

The  Setia^te*  reiumed  the  cansideratfon  of  tl^e 
iuoiion  made  yesterday  by  Mf.  Dana,  and  it  was' 
agr.eed  to;  and,  on^his  moU<Mi,  referred  to  acelect 
i{Qiii'm|tiee,  to  eonsistpf  five  members,  to^onsider 
and  report  rberebn  by-  biU  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Dana,  SMrra,  of  .Maryland,  TayloIk, 
HoiiTER,  and  Llqyo,  were  tkppointed  the  com 
mittee^' 

Thp.  Pb£8id8nt  oommuaicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
made  in  ednformity  with^the.pesolutioa  of/ the 
Senate  of  thelOth  instant, relating  to  th^  appro- 


The  bill;  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Affro'n  Oreely.''  was  read  the  second  aime,  by 
unanimous  consent;  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  tbereob ;  and  MessVs. 
Qbbog.  Worth inqton,  and  Varnum,  were  ap* 
poiniea  the  committee. 

The  bill  granting,  to  the  Governor  bf  the  State^ 
of  liouisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and' his  sncees-- 
sors  In  office,  a  lot  of  ground,  and  the  baildings. 
thereon,  in  the  city  of  P^ew  Orleans,  ha  ring  been, 
reported  .by^the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


.  priaiioBS  made,  by  the  several  apts  passed  durins 
tbe  pfastEtsesaioijit  afid  the  repojrt  Was  read^ana 
ordered  to  be  primed  for  the  use  of:  the  Senate. 

THUftsDAY,  Apnl  16. 

Mr.  Andb«90N,  from  the.  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  Reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reuben  Saunders  and  his  se^urUJes; 
and  the  bill  was  read|and  passed  to  the  second' 
reading* 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fdr  ascertainiag  the 
titles  and  clarm^  to  lands  in  that  part  Qf  Louts- 
iana  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and 
ittlsnd^bf  Ne^  Orl^ansj"  was' read  tfie  secpnd 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  GaegQ) 
Tait,  and  WoRTHtNQToif,  were  appointed  the 
^committee. 

The  bill  from. the  House  of  Representatives, 
eotiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hub- 
belL"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed..  ' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  William 
Suneshly,  having  been  reported  by  the.  commit-i^ 
tee  correctly  eagrossedj  Was.  read  a  third  time,' 
.  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the*  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  City  of  Washington;"  a  bill,  enti-^ 
tied  "An  act  to  continue  in  force,  f<ft'  a  limited 
time,  an  act,  emitled  'An  act  continuing,  for  a 
limited  time^  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Gov-. 
emment  therein  mentioned  f  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  for  the  relief  of  ^aroii  Qreely  ;'Mn  whtoh 
billa  Ihey  request  the  conetirvenee  of  tbefienate* 
'  The  three  bills  last  brought  np  for  cdneurr^nce 
were  read, -end  passed* 


Frioay,  April  17. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,. the  injunction  of 
secre(*y  tms  req»Qved  respecting  the  proceedings 
on  the  "Act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie, 
goods,  wares,  end'  m^er.chandisf,  for  a  UnutecL 
lime.'' 

{  The.  proceedingi  aH  oMfMovs  /J 

THDBSDAr,  April  9, 1812, 
•   The  following  confidential  .message  was  re- 
ceived from  ^  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives,  by 
their  commiitee,  .Mr.  ^milib  and.. Mr.  Plbaa- 
ANts ;  Mr.  Smilib  chairman : 

Mr^  Prtmdfni :  The-HoHse  of  Repreaentativea 
have  passed  a  hi  11^  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
the  ex|;v)rtation  of  specie^  goods,  m^ares,  atid  mer* 
ibbandiset  for  a  limited  time ;"  in  which  bill  the/ 
ask  the  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate. 
.  The  bi(t  was  read,  ^and,' oh  motion,,  by. Mr. 
CAn'pBfiLi^  of  Tennessee,  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  it 
was  objected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Onkttd,  That  the  bill  p^ssio  a  second  reading. 

Friday,  April  10.      . 
The  bill  frbm^  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  goods,  ware^.  and  merchandise,  for  a  lim- 
ited time/'  was  reaa  the  second  time,  and  referred 
tova  select.i^ommittee,  to  consider  ana  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  G«.mpbell.  of  .Tennessee,  Brad- 
ley, and  Taylqa,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Mr.  Qampbrll.  6f  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee, reported  the  bill  last  mentioned  with  an 
amendment.    Whereupon,  the  bill  was  resumed, 
and  oonsidered  as  in  Coinmittee  of  the  Whole, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and  having  agreed  1^  the 
amendment,  the  President  reported   the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goodrich,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  nntti  ro- 
morrowi  and  that  it  be  printed  under  an  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  was 
deter imned  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bUl  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as.  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Gohdi^  Crawford,  Gaillard^  Oregg,  How- 
ell, Letb,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait»  Taylor, 
Tomer,  and  VaMiutt. 


208 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRD^S, 


204 


.Senate. 


Misswyppi  Territory. 


Ai»aiL,  1312. 


Nxya— Mfw^i  Br»^oy>  pun*,  GtoriDaa,  C^.jGU- 
man,  Gpodrlch,  Horsey,  lluiitei,  Lambort,  lUoyd, 
Reed,,  attd  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Monday,  April  13. 

Oil  tnotioD,  hj.  Mr.  Caiupbell'.  of  Tennessee, 
.the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
Seqate  Charobep  closed.  ,       \     ■ 

The  aroeiHimeDt  to  tb«  confideniia!  bi)),  enti- 
tled '*An  act  to  prohibit  th^ezportation  of  specie, 
-goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  fbr  a  limited 
tinie,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
^correctly  engrossed,  the"  bill  was  read  the  third 
lime. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  BiiadleY)  to  recommit  Ihe 
.'biU,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  second  secr 
tioD,  it  was^etermbied  in  the  n.egaiiYe-^yeas  11^ 
'  Bays  17,  as  follows :  •••    /     .     . 

Yeas — Mpssrs.  Bradley,  Daftia,  Giles,  Oilman,  Good- 
lich.  Honey,  Hontor,  Lambert,  Lloyd*  Reed,  and  SmiUi 
^of  Maryland. 

Nati — ^tmn,  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
««f  Temieaeee,  Gondii,  Crawford,  CutU,  OaiUard,  Gregg, 
Howell  Laib,  Robinson,  Bmitli  of  New  Yt>rk,  T«at, 
Ti^lory  Toruar,  and  Varnnm.^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ? 
it  was  detarnnned  in  the  affira»ativ« — yeaa  17, 
nays  ll,jis  follows.: 

Teas — ^Mesars.  'Anderson,  Bibb/  Bren^  Campbell 
ofTennessee,  Condi  t,  Crawfwd.  Cutts,  GaOlard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Leib,  R^tnson,  Smith  of  New  Tork«  Tait, 
Taylor, -Turner,  and  Vamum.  . 

Nats—- Messra.  Bradley,  Dana,  Gfles,  GUmaft,^  Good^ 
rich.  Horsey,  Hvnter,  Lambert>  L16yd«  Reed,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

So  it  ^as  resolved'  that  this  faj^U  pass  with  an 
amendment; 

Orderedy.Th^i  Messrs.  Vabnum,  and  An1)er- 
BON  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  said  biH  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  request  their  con- 
currence in  tne  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
\iw  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Piper  ;  Mt.  OalhocM 
coairman:  "* 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
>oncur  in  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise/ for  a  limited  time.^' 


TuEftDAY,  April  14. 

,  Mr.  V^RNUM,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  examined  and  found  duly  enrolled  the 
•bill,  entitled  **Aa  act  to  prohibit,  the  exportation 
of  specie,  goods,  .wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a 
limited  time." 

A  messagefrom  the  House  of  Representatives/ 
by  their  committee  for  enrolled  bills ;  Mr.  Craw* 
rORD  chair Aiao: 

Mr.  President:  The  Sp^aket  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
the  ceoimittee  are  directed  to  btrine  it  to  the  Sen* 
ate  for  the  signature  of  thetr  Preaident. 

Tbe  PafisiDSNT  aiga^d  the  enrolled  bill  last  re- 
ported to  have  been  examined,  and' it  was  deliv- 


ered to  the  committa^^to  be  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  VABNDMvfrom  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  badilatd  Uie  enrolled  bill,  la^t  mentioned, 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

IJBnd  of  confidential  proaedings.J 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w^s 
yewerday  referred  the  bil),  entitled  "An'  Aet  for 
the  relief  of  Aaron  Gireely,"  reported  ittvithout 
amend  men  t.^ 

Ordered^  Tbat  it  pass- to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GEiTMAift,  from  the  eommiuee  tp  whpo^ 
ivas  referred. on  ibe  .14th  instakt,  the  bill  autlior- 
izing  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judge  of 
^he  drstrjct  court  pf  the  district  of  New  York,' re- 
ported it  amended.  >     *     ' 

Mr.  Grcoo,  froih  ihe  committee  to  whom  wi^s 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  adtto  eonttoue  in 
fo'rc^'An  act  to  provide  forepersons  who  wure 
.disabled  by  known  woonds  received' in  theH«to- 
lutionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes/'  reported 
it  amended.    • 

He  also  reported,  from  thejeomaiitteaipwhom 
the  subject  was  referred,  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to^lan^ls 
in  that  part  of  Louisiftna  which  lies  east. of  the 
river  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans," 
withotit  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  *An  act  further  to  amend  the 
ohsrteroftbe'Cify  of  Washington.^  was  read  tbe 
second  time,  and  referred  to  aseleec  eoaomiifde^ 
to  consider  and  report  tharaoo)  and  Messrs.  Briszit, 
D^NA,  and  Hunter,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Reuben'  Saundets  and 
his  securities,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Yorlt,  from  the  committee 
to  vbom  waB  referred  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act. 
to  authorize  the.  Secretary  oF  the  Treasury  to 
purchase  or  lease  the  old  city  hall,  in  the  cjtjr  of 
New  Yoi'k,"  Reported  at  amended. 

Mt.  W0RTBIN.QT0N,  from  the  committee  to 
Whoth  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;of  the  3dAlarch,  respecting  the  proceedings 
under  tbe  act  to  regolRte  the  laying  out  and  mat- 
ing a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  was  referred)  reported  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and 
:making.a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 
Marylatid.  to  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to^the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  eontiuMe  in  foree  - 
for; a  limited  time,  an  aet,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
tinuing, for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  of^ 
ficers  of  Groveftnment,  thefein  mentioned,'^  was 
read  the  second  time. 

M(88I88IPPI  TfiRRITORY. 
Mr.  TavloBi  from  tke  commktee  to  was  re- 
ferred, on<  the, 17th  of  Marcli,  the  bill,  entitled 
^•^Anactto  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  fotm  a  constitution  aoid  Smte  gov- 
ernnienc,  and  lor  the  admission  of  saoh  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States  f  and  on  the  6th  inaUnt,  the  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  seotbn  of 
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the  act  re^latttt^the  ffrants''of  land,  and  lyrpvid- 
ing'for  tba  disposal  of  the  lands  of' the  united 
diates  soufh  of  th^  Stat^  of  Tennessee,  reported 
that  the  said  bills  be  seteiaily  pdst'pojDed  to  the 
Erst  Monday  in  December,  next. 
The  report  is  as  foMows: 

That  in  considCTihg  the  subject  reftrred  to  them, 
;  tiicy  eoald  not  aveid  being  struck  with  th^  Immense 

*  6is»  of  the  Territory  proposed  to  be  erected  jfttoaStat^, 
a  sise  disproportioAate  to  the  sixe  of  smx^f  ^^  largest  < 
•BtatM  which  now  eompoee  our  conftderslton.  ' 

It  efthraoee,  in  its  present -ionii,  and  tntbout  any 

-aictaiialon,  to  the  Oc^f  of  Mexie«»  (as  is  proposed  in  the 
bill  refttupd  to  lis,)  pearly  six  and  a  half  degrees  of  geo>- 
graphical  kngitnds,  and  ibur  entire  degrees  of  Istitade, 

.  and  tfibffda  an  area  of  twice  the;  suxSaoe  of  the  Stito  of 
Poiineyhranilu  .         • 

Your  oommittee  are  strongly 'impress^^d  with  the 
propiie^  and  .expediency  of  diriding  the  said  Territory, 
ao  as  to  form  of , the  same  two  '.Statfes,  whenev.ef  the 
popniatio|:^  within  the  liiniW  of  each  section,  shall  ten-, 
uer  it  jiUt  and  proper;  and  they  respectfully  submit  to 
the  Senate  the  foUowing  divisional  itneu  between'  the 

^.western  and  eastern  sections  of  the  said  Territory,  viz : 

\ip  the  Mobile  rirer,  to  the  point  i^earest  its  source, 
wnicii  fhils  On  die  eleventh  degree  of  west  longitude 
firom  the  City  of  Washington;  thence  a  course  dtie 
north  until  the  line  intersect  the  waters  of  Bear  creek ; ' 

'thenoe  down  the  said  creek  to  its  eonflvenea  #tth  the 
Tean^asee  i^er ;  thence  down  the  said'  river  t^  the 
nortl^  b^aoidttry  Une  of  tlie  said  Terntory.  By 'a 
view  Of  the  map  oftiibeojBnii^y  it  wili  appear  thiA  the 

jwSbore  dMaonal  hnih  will  dtiri^  ifa^  Territo^  into  B(early 
tmo  aqiaaJipartSy  and  itha^ioplhamQat  palt»  adeltai0a* 

4ionh|r  nature.  * 
.    By  the  Sth  station,  of  tha  1st  article  of  the  treaty  of 

<e«sioa  JGrom  the.  State  df  Georgia  the  UntUd  States 
are  bound  to  erect  the  said  Territory- into  one  State. 
It  has,  however,  been  suggested  that  the  State  of  6eor* 
gia  vonid  not^  upon  a  proper  represenutioui  withhold 
her  consent  tp  the  proposed  ifivlsion.  '  ^  ,  ' 
To  the  end,  therefore,  that  an  opportumty  may  be 
aflbrded  to  the  State  of  Georgia  to  ezpresis  this  confceht^ 
by  a  legislative  act  of  the  said  State*  as  Aey  shall  think 
proper,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  said  Mil 
shaUbe  poltpened  t^  the  first  Monday  in  Deeaatber 

.  next.  '      -  . 

The.committee  further  rocommoAd  that  the  bill  •<  to 
eanfy  into  ele^  the  piovisidha  of  the  eighth  eeotlon  of 
the  act  fegolatiag  th^  grante  of  land,  and  woviding  ibr 
tfaa^diffKMar  of  the  tends  of  the  United  States  south  of 

•  the  State  of  Tatuiesfee,''  whid^  was  akw  referred  to 
.«siifl  eomnu^loey  be  postponad  to  tfaa  first  Monday  in' 

Bectomber  next  ) 


Monday,  April  SO. 

-A  MesaEtg^  frdno  tlie  Hddse  of  Representations' 
Inforiped  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill/ entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  esthblish  cer- 
tain post  roads;"  sflso/ a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
aathori2io$c  ^tie  dep^rttire  of  ^fps  iind  vessels 
from  the  ports  and  narbors  of  the  United  States, 
in  certain  casesj"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

DEATH  OF  THE  VICE  PHESIDENT. 

The  PaBBi&gNT  addressed  the.  Senate  as  fol« 
.k>w«: 


**  Oa«ti'>KS« :  XJpoiji  ma  devolyas  the  painful  duty 
of  anoundng  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  our  Tenerable 
ftUow-dfben,  Gkoaos  GuvYoir,  Vice  Fresideot  ot 
the  Uiktad  States. 

"By.  this  afiUctive  dispensation  of  Divine^  providence 
the  Senate  is  deprived  c^  a  President  rendered  dear  to 
each  of  its  members  by  the  dignity  and  impartiality  with 
which  h^  has  so  long  presided  over  their  deliberations ; 
and  the  nation  bereaved  of  one  of  the  brightest  lumi- 
naries pf  its  glorious  Revolution." 

The  Senate  being  informed  of  the  decease  of 
their  distinguished'ielloW-pitizeo,  Gfioaafi  Ciak- 
TON,  Vice  President  of  the, United  States,  do 

'Ile$olcAj  That  a  committee  be  appointed.jolnt- 
Jyj^witli  such  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the^Qouse  of  Representatives,  to  consider  and  re- 
port m^ures  prpper  to  manifest  the  public  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  ezpres- 
sire  of  the  deep  reg*ret  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  16s$  of  a  citizen  so  highly  re- 
spected and  yeveredv 

^  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  New  Yodc, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  German,  QaMAN,  and 
Br/dlet,  be  the  committee. 

Order^  That' the  Secretary  carry  this  reso- 
latioa  to  thd  House  q(  Representjeulires. 

A  nie3sage  froim  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  tiiat  the  House  concur  in  the 
resoiiiuon  df  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  oommittee  ^'  to  consider  and  report  measmes 
propel  to  mahifest  the  public  respect  for  the 
memory  of  ihe  Vice  President  df  the  United 
States,^  deceased,  and  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part. 

TubsDaYi,  April  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smit^,  oC  New  York. 

ReMtmivnamrrtioni^y^  That,  from  an*  anteigned 
res^t  to  the  kite  Qsoaofi  Clini^n,  Vioa  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  had  President  of  the 
Senate,  cbeCbuic  of  th'e  Preiid^nt  of  the  Settate 
be  shrouded  with  Ua^k  duriBjfthe  present  aessioh ; 
and,  as  a  furtlier  testimony  ofrespect  for  tham««|- 
ory  of  th0  deceased^  tfaii  inailibers  of  the  ^Senate 
will  ffo  into  oionfntng  and  wedr  a  black  crape 
round  the  left  iraiiot  thirty  daya* 


Wednesdat,  April  2?. 
The  bill  in  addition  tp  the  "Act  to  regulate  tbe 
laying  out  and  opening  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State.of  jlilacylaad,  to  the  State  of  Ohio," 
wa^readjihe  second  time. 
■  >|r.  SMtTH|  of  M%rylan'd,.pre»en|ed  the  memo- 
xial  of  Pfter  HoiOfman,  junior,  and  others,  mer- 
chaqts,  of  the  city  ormltimQre,  stating  that  their 
ah[p  WtiUami  on  this  htsc  ^ay  of  March  last,  re- 
ceived a  clearance  for  a  voyage  to  Cadiz,  and  on 
the  day  following  sailed  from  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, previous  to  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the' United  States  recommending  an  embargo; 
that  the  vessel  proceeded  on  her  voyage^  and, 
while  on  the  high  seaa,  was  met  by  a  revenue  cdt- 
jter^and  brought  back  to  Jbe  port  of  Baltimore; 
and  praviog  permissioii  for  the  said  vessel  to  de- 
part and  pursue  her  contemplated  voyage ;  and 
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tb€  memorial  was  read«  am}  referred  to  a  relecl 
committee,  to  ooneider  aod  refKWt  tEtfreoD  by  bill 
or^iherwise ;  c^nd  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Marylaad, 
Bibb,  and  Campbell,  of  Ten rtessee/ were  appoint- 
ed thecommUtee. 

The  two  bills  brongh't  op  on  ibe'20th  inst.  for 
concurrence  Were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  ihe. committee  to  yvhom  was.  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  .constitution 
and  State  gove^itneor,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  StiLte.into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
'with  the  original  States';  also,  the  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  the  prorrsions  of  th«  eigfith  section  of 
the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing lor  .the  disposal  of  th6  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  and,  ia 
confbrmity  thereto,  • 

jReao/vea,  That  the  first-t^entioned  bill  be  post- 
poned  to.  the  first  Monday  in  December  neit.    "  - 

Resolved^  alio,  That  the  bill  to  carry  into  eflVd 
the  provisions  of  the  eighth  sectionof  the  act  reg- 
nlatin^  the  grants  of  land,  and  providiiig  foe  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  postponed  to  the 
firac  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Confimittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  ofthe  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  continue  in  force  ^An  act  to  provide  for 
persons  who  were  disahled  by^knowd  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  otlj^r 
purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  (he  President  rieported 
the  bill  to  the  House  aceohlingtv. 
'  On  the  question-,  Shall  ibis  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  det^enained  in  the  af- 
firmative., 

The  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Aaron  Greely,"  was  read  a  third  .time,  aod 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolulioik  brought  up  froaoi  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  on  the  subject  6f  a  recess* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  WortbingtoK,  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  resoUitioo  for  the  purpose  of 
amendment,  a  division  was  called  for;  and,  on 
the  question  to  strike  out^  the  votes  being  equal, 
the  President  determined  it  in  the  negative. 

Hesolvedf  That  the  Senate  coocqr  in  the  jcxfnt 
resolution.     ' 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Braolet,  Rbso,  Wor- 
THiKOTON,  GoooRtCBj  and  Llotd,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  LLOYD'presented  the  petition  of  Ezra  Wes- 
ton and  Son,  of  Doxbury,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  indemnification  for  a  vessel  and 
cargo,  fitted  out  in  reliance  on  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  2d  No- 
Tember,  1810,  that  the  decrees  of  France,  violat- 
ing neutral  commerce,  w«re  revoked,  ana  which 
Yessel  and  cargo  were  captured  on  the  23d  Janti- 
ary  last,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  voyage  from 
Boston  to  Oporto,  in  Portugal,  by  two  J^rench 


frigates,  and  burat  ky  the  ordera  of  their  cem- 
manding  officer ;  whicfi  frigates,  they .  were  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  officers,  were  fitted  oat  for 
the  express*  purpose  of  destroying  aUAmerioan 
vessels  bound  to  "any  pact  of  Spain  or  Portugal  ia 
•the  possession  of  the  enemies  of  France  ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
for  tbe"  Department  of  State,  to  consider  and  re- 
jHjrt  thereon. 

The  Senate  resulted,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitle  **An 
act  lor  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands 
in  that  .part  of  Lpuisiana  which  lies  ^i|sl  of  the 
fiver  Mtssissippt  and  .island  .of  New' Orleans ;" 
and  it  wasordeted  to  thetfarird  reading^. 

The  Senate  jeaumed,  as  in  Ooni.mitlee  ef  the 
Whole',  tBe  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  .appoinfment'  of  an  additional  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  district  bt  New  Yo/Jr,  toge- 
ther with  the  amendiiientsreported  thereto  t)y  the 
select  committee;  and,  hayin|r  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to- the 
Hotfse  accordingly.  ^  ^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  reftdathird  time  as  amended?  it  wa^ deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as.  in  Committee  of  the 
Whale,  the  bill  for  the'relief  of  Reuben  Saunders 
and  hia  securities;. and,  on  the  quesiioB,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed',  and  read  a  ibi/d>tini^?  it 
was  determined  in  the  aQratttive*  v 

The 'Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Che 
Whole,  the  considaratitMi  of  the  bill,  eatklad  ^An 
act  ip  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  eontiaoing,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Gfovernment 
therein  mentipned  f*  aod'the  bill  was  ordered  to 
A  tfiird  reading. 

Mr.  German  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles- 
Selden  and  otht^s,  citizens  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
aet  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  th&Uiiited  Stated  foe  a 
limited  time,"  passed  the4lh'of  April,  1812,  or  a 
modification  thereof,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in 
the.m^morial;  whicii  was  read. 
.  Mr.  QBaMAN  also  presented  the  membri«l  of 
Cqiiklin  and  Pieraon,  and  ptheisjiaerohants,  of 
the  city,  of  New  York,  praying  a  auspeasioa  of 
the  non-importation  act,  or  a  nMMM^eation thereof, 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  ia  the  memorial »  wbidi 
was  read,  and'referred  to  the  cotfimittecto  w4iom 
was  referred,  on  the  16th  instant,  the  memorial 
of  Alexander  Henry  and  others,  merchants,  of 
Philadelph-ia,  to  consider  and  report  tkereoa  ^  by 
bill  or  otherwise.  -      ' 

Mr.  Cin:T3  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Goddard,aad  others,  citizens  of  Portsmouth^  in 
.the  Slate  of  New  Hamp^hire^  and  its  vicinity, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  act,  Entitled  ^'  An  act  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  goods,  warea,  and 
merchandise,  from  Great  Britaiio,':  for  reasons 
stated  atlareein  the  memorial^  which  was  read, 
and' referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned^  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise.. 
Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
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ibe  subject  reported  in  {Mirt/a-biil  cooearnioff 
mereliant  ▼e6sets'arfii«d  for  defrnee,  and  ihe  bill 
waf>  read,  and  passed  to  tb^  seceod  reading. 

The  foHowiog  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidbkt  of  thi  Umited  States  e 
7b  the  Senate  dnd  Hauie  of 

lUpreeentaiwes  of  the  United  Ikatee : 
ABnmgtbe  incidents  to  the  nnexampled  increase 
'end  azpftoding  interests  of  the  American  nation,  under 
tbe  ibsteiinf  influ^ce'  t^  free  constitutions  .and  just 
laws,  hM  been  a  corresponding  accamulatkin  of  duties 
In  the  xseverftl  departments  ik  th^  tioremment;  and 
this  has  been  necessarily  the  greater  in  xonseqnenee 
of  the  peculiar  state  of  our  foreign,  relations,  luad  the 
coanexioft  of  these  tritb  ^r  intern al  Adlniniatration. 

The  extensile  and  multiplied  preparations  into 
which  the  United  Stales  are  at  length  driven  lor  main- 
taining *their  violated  rights;  have  caused  this  jang- 
mentation  of  business  to  i^ress  on  the  Departaienk  of 
War  particularly,  with  a  weight  dispropcfrtionate  to^ 
the  JMwers  of  any  single  officer,  with  no  other  aids^ 
than  are  authorized  by  existing  laws.  With  a  "view 
to  a  more  adequate  arrangement  for  the  Essential  ob* 
jette  of  that  department,  I  reoommChd  to  the  early 
'  coneideratfon  of  Congress  a  .protision  for  two  subor- 
dinate >  appointments  therein,  with  such  compensation 
•akiexed  as  mar  be  reasonably  expected  by  citizend  duly 
<Iii«lilled  for  the  tmpottairt  /unctions  which'  may  be 
IMpeflT  assigned  to  them; 

MME8  MADISO^r. 
'  Apmvt  90, 1«1S.>' 

*  Thursday,  Api^il  23.  ' 
'  The  amettdmentsto  the  bill^ entitled  *|  Ao  «.et 
to  continue  in  force  ^Anaot'.to  provide  for  per- 
sona who  were  disaMed  by  known  wounds-Hs- 
ceiTed  in  the  Revoluuoaary  war,  and  for  other  • 
purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the  conunit- 
teo.  correctly  Sngross^d,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  iMneaded,  and  passed  with  ameftdineats. 

The  bill  suthorising^he  iBippolatmantof  an  ad-^ 
ditional  jttdge  of  the  district  conn  of  the  di/^trict 
of  New  Vori[,  having  been  'reporte4  by  the  oom- 
mittea  correctljr en^ossed, was  read atbird  titoe, 
aod  passed.  • 

'  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reoben  Saiiaders  aod ' 
bis  secorities,  having  been  repoWd  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.    , 

The  hill,  entitled  ^*  Ad  aet  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  ptet  roads,'^  was  read  the  second, 
'  tisDa,-  and  r^erred  lo  a^select  committee,  to  coo^ 
sist  o€  five  members, 40  eoosidef  and  report  there- 
OD  ;  aqd  MesHrs.  TuaNBR,  WoRTBiMGTOlf,  GaifqG, . 
CoNDiT,  a'bd  Lbib,  were  appointed  ihe  comihittee.. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject^  farther, reported  a  bill  respecting  as* 
•  sociations  tor  maritime  security, and* the  bin  was 
read.,  at^d  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  biU,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  de- 

Eartore  of  ships  and  vessels  from  the  ftorts  and 
arbors  of  the  United  -States  in  certain  cases," 
was  resd  the  second  time.     . 

The  bill,  entitled  "  Aii  act  to  continaeia  foree,' 
for  a  limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  '  An*  act  con- 
tinuing, for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  offir 


eers  of  Governiaent  therein  mem^aed,*'  was 
read  a  tbirdiime,  aad  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  ascertatntng  the 
titfes  andxlaims  JO  lands  in  that  part  T>f  Louisiana 
which  lies  east  of  the  siver  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Campb'bll,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  subject  of  Tenness^ 
lairds,  reported  a  bril  tb  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  Issue  grants  and  perfect  titles 
on  certain  entries  and  lacaTions  of  lands  therein 
described ;  which  w^s  rei|d,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.* 

The, Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  boosideratiQn  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  Stat^'bf  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio.  . 
.'  Ooth^  qnestipn;  Shall  this  bill' be  engrossed 
and  r^ad  a  third  time  ?  it  was  detH;mined  in  the ' 
sffirmative. 

Tn£  fpllowingr  Message  was  received  from  the 
pREsroEKT  QF  T.BB  Unitei>  Stateb  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Ihkited  Statee.- 
-  I  transmit  te  the 'Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State;  complying  with  their  resolution  of  tbe  4th  of 
March  lasL  'r  JAME8  MADISOPr. 

Apart  29,  IBIB. 

The  Message  and  report  rherela  referrred  to 
were  r^ad. 

•Fbidat,  Afiril  24«    •  .      , 

Tb6  4>IUin  addition' to  the  act  to  regulat^  the*^ 
laying  out  und  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,, 
in. the  State  of  Ob ioj  having  been  reported  bf 
the  qommittee  correctl/  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  ibotion  by  Mr,  WoBTBiNGTON,.the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States^  of  the  3dd 
instai/t,  r^coinmending  provision  fbf  two  subor- 
dinate appoiiitments  in-  the  War  Department ,. 
was  referred'  xo  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  th^eojir  by  bill  or  otherwi;je;  and 
Messrs/SM\TR,  of  Maryland,  WoBTHiitoToif  and 
QiLfis,  were  appointed  the  eoilimittee. 

Tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  Seeretarv  of  the  Trea« 
sary  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  ceitata 
entries  and  locationsvof  >and  therein  described, 
wa^reitd  the  secoiid  time. 

The  bill  respeetiflg  associations  for  maritime 
security,  was  read  thesecoad  tim^. 

Mr.  Smith,  pf  Maryland^  .reported,  from  the 
committee  to  whmh  was  referred  the  meniorjiai  of 
Peter  Hoffmaii,  and  others^  owners  of  the  ship 
William:  . 

That  the  petitioners  State  that  the  said  ship  was. 
laden  with  flour,  between  the  18th^and37thof  March» 
cleared  out  on  the  81st,  ^nd  actually  sailed  on  tbe  1st 
of  April,  on  her  intended  voyage  to  CadiS ;  that  they 
bad  no  knowledge  of  the  tnteotfioiir  of  laying' an  em- 
bargo,, cither  whfle  loading  or  at  the  time  of  tho  sailing 
of  said  ship;  that;  ficom  contrary  winds  aad  weat|^, 
she  was  detained  in  the  Chesapeake  until  the  lOth  of 
April,  when,  at  the  distance  of  four  leagues  from  Gape 
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Henry,  ibe  ww  detained  by  the  nrretoue  eutter  Jefier- 
■on,  end  ordered  back  to  ^alkimoret  where  ahe,  now 
Uca;  ell  which  k  proved  t  to  the  Mtiafac^n  of  the 
<$OBimittee. 

The  committee,  howevei^  are  of  opinion  that  the 
^aae  ia  not  «uch'a«  caught  to  ind.uco  the  Senate  fagrant 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;  they  therefore  recommend 
that  th^  petltionerB  have  leave  \p  withdraitr  their  me- 
morial. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. - 

The  Senate  rpuoied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioD  of  the  bilL  en  titled ''An 
act  auikofiziog  the  departqre  of  ships  and  vessels 
from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
Id  certain  eases;"  and  it  waa  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  oC Representatives' 
informed  the  Senate. that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Geaecal  Land  Office  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,"  with  amendmen;^  in  which  tbey  ree 
quest  the  concurrence  Of  the  Senate.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  plassed  a  hill,  enti^tled 
'^Ab  act  for  the  relief  of^  John  N.  Stout  j"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  poncurrence  of  the 
Senate.   .  ' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amen4- 
meouof  the  House  of  Represeotatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  establiabmeot  of  a  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  in  the  I>e  part  men  t.of  the  Treas'^ 
sury  ;"  and  cfoncurred  therein. 
.  The  bill  last  brought. up  for  concurrence  was 
«ead,  and  passed  <p  the  second  reading! 

Mr.  PaADLBT.  irom  the  joiat committee  of  the 

'  iwo  Hom«»  ap]>ointed  oq  the  sufaject  of  a  recess, 

»e|k>rced  tbebusruesf  thatdemaads  the  immediate 

auention  of  Congresa,  and  the  foUoWiog  reaolu- 

iioa: 

tUsohed^  by  the  SmuUe  and  House  of  iUpressfUa- 
jihes  sf  the  Umtsd  Stiites  of  America  m  Congressda- 
Mmhledf  That,  duriag  the  preeetit  aeaekm  of  Congrear, 
the  Preaident  of  the  9enale  and  Speaker  of  the  Houae 
of  Repfeeetttatives  ahallj  on  the  29th  day  of  April  in- 
stant, adjourn  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday,  the 
18th  dav  of  May  next,  tjien  to  meet  at  the  same,  place 
in  which  the  two  Houses  are  new  sitting*   ' 

Oa  motion,  hy-  Mr.  Bbadley,  (be  resolutjon 
.  was  twice  rea4  by  unauimoua  consent ;  afnd,  <in 
motion  by  Mr.  Pops,  a«ieaded,»by  striking  in^ji 
the  words  <'  eighteenth  dav  of  May  next." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  r^^otutioa  be  eo- 
«rosaed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  aaiended,  it  was 
4eteritarped  in  the  affiirmative-^yeas  18,  oaya  13, 
•a  fallows:    ■ 

YjsAe— Measrs..  Bradkr,-  Ooadtt,  Crawford,  Dana, 
<torman,  Gthaan*  Goodmh,  Or^gg,  Uoraey*  Hunter, 
Xambert^  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  J<Vew 
York,  Turner,. and. Worthiagton. 

Nats — Meesrs.  Anderaon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Cam|A»eU  of 
Tennessee,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Robinson, 
4Slmith,  of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamom. 

Mr.  BaaDLftY  presented  the  petition  of  Simeon 
Knight,  dtatrict  paymaster,  praying  to  be  allowed 
one  per  centum  on  all  mObevs  disbursed  by  him 
4ind  passed  lo  his  credit  on  ifae  settlement  of  liia 
ftteottflts  by  the  Aecotttftant  of  the  DeiMttmeat 


of  War/for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Pafmastec 
General  of  (ha  Army,  to  con  rider  and  report 
thereon. 

-  Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  Whom  was 
referred  thebill,'  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend 
the  chalrtei;  of  the  Ciiyof  Waabington,"  repbrted 
it  with  amendments,  which  werecoostdered-as  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  th< 
President  reported  the  bill  -to  *the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bid  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  t  it  was  determined  in  (he  af- 
firmative. 


Saturday,  April  SJ6.  • 

Th6  amendments  \b  the  bill,  entitied  "An  act 
fiTTiher  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," having  been .  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  Dili  was  read  a  third  tin^e 
as  amended^  and  was. further  amended  hy  unani- 
mous consent* 

Resolvedy  Xbat  this  hill  pass  with  amend- 
ment3, 

.Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Skelly,  of;  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  mercbaat, 
stating  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  bri^otii|e 
called  the  Meteor,  tfad  that  the  said  brigantiae 
was  captured  by  a  British  armed  Tessd,  while  on 
her  return  to  the  United.  States,  on  the  21st  of 
July,  1911,  nad  illegally  condemned  in  the  Brit- 
ish High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  praying  relief, 
fix  reasons  stated  at  Urge  in  the  petition  \  which 
was  read. 

'  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appoiuted  oa  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  sa|H>le- 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^^Aa  act  to  fstabiiah 
aa  Etecutive  Department,  to  be  denominated  the 
Department  of  War  f  and  the  hitl  waa  read,  and 
passed  to  the. second  reading. 

On  motion,  hy  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  the 
petition  of  Nathaniel  G.  Ingraham  and  others,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  ibr  the 
Uepartment  of  Treasury  thereon,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  convide^  and  report  ^hereon 
hj  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Smi^b  of  ^ew 
York,  Affi«MOif,  and  Qrgoo,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  de-- 
partureof  ships  and  veuels  from  the  porta  ftod 
hkirhors  of  the  United  States,  rn  certain,  cases,'* 
was  readu  third  time,  aad  pasie<l*' 

The  btU,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
N.  Stout,"  was  read  thvaeeond  time. 

^    RECESS  OF  CONpRESS, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cotifideratibn  of  the 
resolution  for  m  recess  of  Oongre»a  from'thed9th 
inat.  to  the  ^-—  day  of  —  AeHt. 

Mr.  Popfi  moved  to  fill  the  hlank  with  thcilh 
Mdnday  in  Junew  The  moat  distant  day  would 
prohablf  accommodate  the  greater  Dumher  of 
members ;  and  this  day  would  he  sofficieatly  early 
to  take  measures  necessary  on  the  ezptratioo  of 
the  embargo.  . 
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Mr.  Bb/^lkt  moved  the  s^codd  ^fotldft]r,  the 
eighth  day  df  Jqne.  This  would  afford  a  iitile 
more  than  five  weeks,  which,  h'^  thought,  wo«ld 
be  loDgr  eftoiigb. 

Mr.  Leibt  piofiosed  to  fill  \be  blaak  with  Mon* 
day  the  i8th  day  of  May,  which  would  atford  a 
reee69  of  about  tw^ivty  days. 

The  question  hirkig  been  pu^t  en  Mr.  Ebad- 
let's  motion  for  the  8th  Jctae. 
/,  Mr.  AnDaRSON  ffaid  he  had  supposed  the  d^y^ 
fixecl  upon  by  the  committee,  Viz :  the  18th  May, 
would  hare  been  the  day.  He  dfd  not  himself 
fee!  the  necessity  of  anyadjoornment;  but,  if  rt 
must  take  place;. it  ought  either  to  be  for. a  shoH 
time,  or  for  so  lon^  a  time  las  equally  to.accon^- 
modate  all.  If  it  were  to  be  for  a  short  time,  it 
Would  be  merely  fgr  relaaatioh ;  if  for  a  lon^r 
time,  as  was  now  pfoposed.  he  feared  it  wouletbe 
'  considered  as  indicative  of  an  intention  'to  pause 
in  the  coorse.of  measotes  they  had  eommence d, 
and  produce*  an  impression  abroad,  among:  the 
peopTe,  wbldi  was  mach  to  be  deprecated.    , 

Mr,  Popn  sahl  he  was  in  favor  qf  such  a  tim« 
being  fixed  on  as  should  accommodate  the  great- 
est number  of  themenibers.  As  to  the  effect  of 
an  adjournment  on  the  pu1>lic^mind,  he  imas^ined 
that  the  difference  .between  a  recess  of  twenty  or 
thirty  dHys  w^oald  be  y^ry  unimportant. 

Mr.  Q.  W,  Oampbeu.  aaid  it  eeeined  to  hioa 
something  like  bribing  Ibe  memtMsrs  to  obtain 
TOtea,  tp  talk  abqui  lengths iqg  the  time  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  greatest -number  of  members. 
He  could  not  ponaeive  it  ctinsisient  with  the 
honor  of  the  coutftry  that  tliey  should  decide  the. 
qoestioii  oradjonmrneoi  oa  the  mere  ground  6f 
personal  I  conyenience;  he  conaidered  the  oaly 
qaeation  to  be,  wbethar  »  recess  would  have  a 
good  or  bad  effect  on  the  public  senrlce.  He  had 
on  a  former  ocea^'bn  stated  his  objection  to  this 
step,  that  it  would  produce  an  ill  effect  on  the 
publfc  mind.  Many  rriisrepresetitattoiMliatre  been 
already  thade  to  induce  the  public  tp  believe  you 
are  ttof  in  edrttest.  An' adjourn  id ent  for  any 
length  of  time  Would  seem  like  deserting:  our 
posts,  and  will  put  the  seal  oh  this  belief.  Uoder 
this  view,  he  must  vote  against  the  adjournment, 
but  tjhe  longer  was  the  recess,  the  worse  would  be 
the  effeet  on  the  public  mind;  He  should,  thei^e- 
fore,  rote  for  the  abortest  day. 

Mr.  Bbaoley  said,  be  Cjsuld  not  see  that  the 
proposed  recess  wonld  be  de^ertiiig  their  posts  at 
,  alL  The  nation  knew  •that  the  Gk>verncpent  could 
Bot  go  to  war  without  soldiers  ;  and  sitting  here 
would  cectaittly  not  restore  peace.  Cpng/ess  had 
adopted  many  war  measures,  the  execution  of 
which. they  had  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive; they  had  ^Iso  Authorised  a  loan  of  eUven 
milUoBs.  And  white  thejse  measures  were  going 
on.  could  Consresfi,  by^ayiug  here  constaaiJy, 
add  to  tl^enunwer  of  tnen.^r  ex{)edite  the  loan  ? 
If  an  enemy  were  to  Invade  us,  without  any  Gov-' 
ernment  at  all,  they  Would  be  promptly  resisted. 
But,  if  we  are  going  to  war  ta  redress  grievances, 
to  revenge  injuries  received,  we  should  choose 
our  own  time.     If* we  begin   ii^ar  before  we 


have  an  armyj  it  is  bringing  the  nation  to 
the  last  state  of  degradation,  not  to  consider 
at  all  the  sufferings 'and  losses  .which  would 
he  iq  such  cases  sustained.  *  It  would  be  a  gjr^t 
erroc  to  attempt  to  put  this  country,  by  a  forced 
vote  of  Congress,  into  war.  You  cannot  le^d 
this  country  (o  war  as  the*  butcher  leads  his 
flock  to  the- slaughter-house.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  opinion;  the  public  sentiment, will  not 
be  driven,  but  must  be  fpllowed:  Congress  have 
certainly  done  as  much  far  the.  present  as  they 
can*  I  wish  to  see  the  eff*ect  of  the  measures  they 
have  taken.  The  Executive  is  clothed  frith  all 
the  necessary  powers  to  make  preparation  for 
war ;  and  if  .the  daWon  will  .not  abide  by  us  and 
support  the  measures  of  Congress,  it 'iq  vain  to 
say  we  can  force  the  people  into  a  war.  I  be- 
lieve the  peopH  will  be  batter  satisfied  with  a  re- 
cess than  with  our  sitting  here  from  day  to  day 
without  doing  anything  material,  and  there  '%& 
nothing  material  at -this  moment  to  do.  They  are 
not  irrational;  they  know  that  Congress  nave 
been  in  session  six  months ;  they  must  also  foce- 
'see  that  when  we  come  to  war^  the  Council  of 
the  Nation  must  be  perpetna ily.  in  sessioA;  they 
will,  therefore,  not  be  dissatisfied  at  a^hort  recesf. 
If  war  be  actually  to  take  place  at  the  expiration 
of  the  embargo,  this,  of  all  others,  is  the  time  for 
relaxation. 

Mr.  WoBT^iNGTON'said,  he  w'as  in  hofies  that 
a  silent  vote  would  have  been  taken  oh  this  ques- 
tion, l»ut  as  (bat  was  not  permUtedyhe  would  add 
a  remark  or  two.  He  Vras  sorry,  to  use  the  geptle- 
man^s  own  expressioii, .  that  he  had  not  such  a 
bribe  to  pffev  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
QA^MPaaLL)  as  would  induce  turn  to  vote  for  thru 
resolution.  He  said  he  had  believed  tl^at,  if  the 
shortest  day  proposed  should  betaken,  the  effect 
would  be  this:  It  could  not  be  expected  that 
those  gentlemen  who  Jiad  beeq  six  or  seven 
okonth?  from  their  homes  and  faiaiUes  should  x^- 
.mtin  iti  this  city;  if  they  \feix\  home,  many  of^ 
them  could  Aot  possibly  return  in  twenty  days; ' 
uiere  wouldr.OD  the  appointed  day,  be  no  quorum 
in  either  House,  and  they  would  have  to  adjourn 
from  dav  to  di|y  uoul  a  sufficient  namber  appear- 
ed. Wheu  they  spoke  of  the  public  ioterest,gen- 
tlemeh  should  took  at  actions,  not  at  professions. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  looked  at  human  nfiture  as  he 
found  it:  and  considering,  as  re^rded  himself, 
that  t^ti  days  at  home  would  be  ol  infinite  advaa- 
lageto  his  private  concerns,  taking  it  for  grapted 
that  all  gentlemen  bad  the  same  feelings  and  re- 
aai^ds  a^  himself,  ha  thought  U  a  duty  be  owed 
himself  and  others;  as  well  as  his  country)  to  vote 
for  a  recess.  He  believed  mitch  greater  injury 
would  result  from  sitting  here  than  from  a  recess. 
He. believed,  in  a  day  or  two,  there  would  scarce- 
ly be  a  (juorum  of  the  two  Houses  left.  Did  gen- 
tlemen mean  to.  take  any  great  measure  with  a 
bare  qudrum  of  both  Houses  t  He  presumed  they 
would  not.  Therefore,  in  his  ppioion,  it  would 
be  very  proper  to  take  stich  ^ime  as  would  suit 
the  greater  number  of  members  of  both  Houses. 
But,  if  that  could  not  be  attained,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  still  vote  for  a  recess  ;  fof  although  he  could 
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HOC  ATfli!  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  go  home) 
he  ^ould  trot  pr^veiit  others  who  toitht. 
'     The'  question  on  tae  id^rtidn  of  the  eighth  day 
of  June  as  the  day  of  reassembling  of  the  two 
Hoa«eSj  waa  decided  as  follows : 

Yiie^MessrVk  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Pana, 
'  German,  Gitman,  Goodrich^  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Turner,  and  Worthrngton—lS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Cutte,  Gailtard,  Giles,  Howdl,  Leib,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Varnnm-^1 8. 

do  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  tiuestion  being  put  on  the  pai^sage  of  the 
resoluiion'^as  ameoded-T--      ' 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was 'painful  for  him  to  speak 
on  this  question,  when  he'beliered  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  were  determined  ofi  an  adjourqment; 
bat  he  entreated  genilemen  to  weigh  well  what 
they  were  about.  He  said  he  could  not  but  rep- 
robate the  mode  of  arguing  a  question  of  adjourn: 
ment  from  motivesof  comfort  or  family'fnterest) 
of  personal  oonrenience  alone;  without  reference 
to  public  interest. 

Mr.  WohTBiNQTON  disclaimed  anv  such  argu* 
ment  as  appeared  to  be  attributed  to  nim. 

Mr.  Bibb  contiotfed. — If  any  man  should  giro 
te  vote  for  adjonrnment  from  motives  of  that  kind, 
he  should  reprobate  such  conduct.  So  far  asi 
genrteme^  believed  the  public  interest  would  not 
suffer  from  such  a  couree,  there  would,  indeed,  be 
no  Impropriety  in  suffering  personal  convenience' 
to  have  weight.  But  the  question,  said  Mr.  B., 
ia,  whether  our  affairs  are  in  such  a  situation  as 
would,  in  common  regard  to  prudence,  permit  us' 
to  depart?  What  is  our  sitnattop)  We  have 
made  preparation  for  war  by  authorizingth'e  rais- 
ing an  array.  Is  that  army  organized  ?  Are  the- 
officers  all  appointed?  No.  I  put  it  to  gentlemeu 
whether,  from  the  specimen  already  had,  of  bills 
and  supplemental  bilU,  we  may  not  expect  other 
supplemental  bills?  Can  Congress  reconcile  it 
to  their  consciences,  to  leave  the  seat  of  Govera- 
ment,  when  they  see  that  our. army  is  not  organ^ 
ized,  when  a  proposition  for  appointing  Assistant 
Secretaries  to  the  War  Department,  and.  much 
other  derailed  business,  is  before  us  ?  The  offices 
'  of  Commissary  General  and  Quarter  master 'Gen- 
eral are  yet  vacant;  because  the  restrictions  are 
such  as  to. render  them  obstacles  to- the  accept- 
ance of  persons  qualified  to  fill  Ihoseofflces.  This 
must  be  corrected  5  we  must  ekher  take  off  some 
'  of  the  restrictions  on  these  officers,  or  increase 
the  salaries.  There  are  many  other  defects  in  our 
present  laws;  which,  from  past  experience,  I  am 
confident  will  require  alteration.  Now,  sir,  al- 
though I  freely  confess  that  I  would' not  piunfe 
the  nation  into  war  until  the  Executive  shall  tell 
us  that  we  ate  in  a  sufficiently  advanced  state  of 
preparation;  although  I  would  not  remain  here 
With  a  view  of  declaring  war  before  the  time  of 
the  proposed  recess  would  excire,  yet  I  should* 
wish  to  be  on  the  spot  to  complete  such  measures 
as  the  public  service  appears  to  require.  If  gen- 
tlemen desired  relaxation,  merely,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
was  content  to  sit  but  twice  a  week.  '  But,  what 


he  desifeil  wai^  that  a  quorum  of  -both  Houses 
should  be^  withrn  call  of  their  presiding  offieera^ 
ready  to  receive  Executive  communications,  and 
act  whenever  it  should  be  necessai-y.  How  couki 
theyjuistifr-to  theif  constituents  a  cecess  at  this 
moment,  it,  in  thuee  weeks  after,  they  should  have 
parted,  an  attack  should  be  made  on  ftny  quarter 
of  the  United  States?  Mtfch  was^yet  to  do  be- 
fore the  United  States  were  ready  for  war;  and 
if  they  were  now'  to  adjourn^  very  serious  detri- 
ment to  the  public  ioteresi  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  be 'the  result. 

Mr.  Pope  said^- if  there  was  tq  be  a  recess,  in 
fairqess,  it  ought  to  be  so  ordered. as  to  consult 
thereby  the  convenience  of  as  many  members  as 
possible.  Why  wa^  there  to  be  a  recess  at  all  ? 
For  the  accomm^odation  of  members  of  Congre;>s. 
Qught  not  that  accommodation,  th^en,  to  be  made 
eqiial?  For  hirhself,  said  Mr.  P..  he  neither  liked 
the  rece&s  nof  staying  here.  H0  cquJJ  not  be 
pleased,  whether  the  resolution  \)assed  or  wu 
n^a lived.  If  the  resolution  did' pass,  he  fished 
it  to  pass' in  a  shape  which  should  afford  ao  equal 
chance^.to  al(.  He  had  understood  .that  the  Exec- 
utive had  been  consulted]  and  had  ho  communi- 
cations to  make  requiring  immediate  attention. 
If  it  would  b^  00  prejudice  t6  the  public  interest, 
he  had  no  objection  to  afford^  the  longest  time. 
On  these  grounds  he  had  voted  f6r  the  longest 
da  J,  though  he  had  serious  dtubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  a  recess  at  aH. 

•  The  .question  was  then  taken  by  yea&and  nays 
as  follow :       . 

Ti AS-— Messrs.  Bradley,.  Condit,  Ctawibrd,  Dun, 
Glerihau,  (Klmaa,  6oodrieh,  QtS^g,  fiorwy,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed;  Smith  of  ^ew  Verk,  Tamer, 
andf.WoKhillgtolh^l6.^  '    i  • 

NAt»— M«wri*  Andersen,  Bibb,  Brent,  CampbeU  of 
Tennessee,  Outtis  Oaillftid,  Giles,  Howeil,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tail,  Taylar,.and  Yar- 
num — 16. 

So  it  wasy  on  the  part  of , the  Senate,' 

Resolved,  b}^  the  ^luUe  and  H<ms%  of  Repre- 
senCa^ivea  in  Con^rem  assembUdf  That,  during 
the  present  session  of.  Congrress,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall,  on  the  29tb  day  of  April  iostani, 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday  ihe 
8th  day  of  June  next,  then  to  ^eet  at  the  same 
place  in  which  the  two  Houses  are  .now  sitting. 


^     Monday,  April  27. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  establish  an  Executive  Department,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,^  was  read 
the  second  timet 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House'  have  pas&ed 
a  bill,  entrtled  '*An  act  to'extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  th^  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other  por* 
poses;''  in  which  they^Veques^  the  cotrcurrenee  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  making 
further  prQ vision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  coiH:urr* 
ence  of  the  Senate. 
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7be  bill  last  brought  u^  for  cooourrenee  -was 
r^ad,  and  passed  to  the  secood  reading.  ^ 

On  motion*  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled .^Ao  act  making  further,  provisidn  for  the. 
Qorps  of  Engineers,"  was  referred  to  aeeieeCe^m- 
mktiep,'iO'COn$ider  and  report  ther^o ;  and  Messuu 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Varndm,  and  Bayard,  were 
appointed  tlus  committee. 

Mr.  8MiTo,.of  Maryland,  from  the'  committer 
to  whom  were  referred  the  amendment*  to  the 
bill  last  mcjnlioned,  made  report.    Whereupon, 

7?effoZi?ed/ That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Houso  of  Representatives  to  the  siid 
bill.  '     ^^ 

The  Senate  resumed,. as  iii  Committ^.e  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  merchant  vessels  argued' 
for  defencie^and  the'fttrth«ri(oasi(ieratloo  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-mctrrow.      -  ^       .    .    "^^ 

Mr.  LEiB,fron^ihe.bommUteeappointed  to  con^ 
sider  .the  sub^bt/refiorted  'a  -bill  allowing  aA  an* 
DQity  to  Arthur  St.  Glair ;  and  the  bil)  wa^  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  rekdinfir- 

The  Senate  resvm^d,  a3  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  aaihorfee  the  State  of  Tennesi 
see  to  is^e  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  en- 
tries-sod  locations  of  land,  therein  described ;  and 
the  fai-ther  consideration,  thereof^  Was  postponed 
to;  and  made  t1^  order  of  the  day  foi^,  Wednes- 
day neic 

TiK  .'Senate  resumed,  as  inCommHtee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill, 'entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joim  N.  Stout  ("and  on  motion,  by'Mr.Pt)PE:it 
wa9  referred  to  a  select  commrctee.to  conaider 
atad  report  thereon;  a^nd  Messrs.  Popb^  Bbent, 
-and  Grboo.  were  appoimed  the  committee. 

The  PRJSstDBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Paynaaster  Geneial-ojf  the  Army,  on  the  petitiofk 
of  StR^eoir  Knight,  distrtc't  paymaster,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Gbeqg  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
P.  Cope,  and  others,  stating  that,  some  time  sub- 
sequent to  ilTe  proclamation  of'  the  Presid^t  of 
the  United  Sutes,  of  the  2d  of  November.  1810, 
their  brig  Daphne  cleared  from  Philadelphia  for 
Calcutta..  That,  in  consequence. of  the  non -im- 
portation law,  they  iiave  ordejred  the- said  vessel, 
and  a  retma'cargo,  amounting  4o  239.QQ0  dollars, 
to  the  i^and  of  St.  Bartholomews;  that  the  said' 
veasel  and.  cargo  if 'exposed  to  capture,  and  depre- 
dation in  the  >v'ent  of  war>,  and  to  coudemim* 
tuAi  sfaeuld  she^nter  a  port  in  America.  They, 
therefore,  pray  permission  for  the  said  vessel  to 
enter  an  Amerieian  port,- there  to  remain  and  be 
dispeced*<>f  as  subsequent  events  may  dictate  i 
and  the' memorial  %as  feed,  and  referred  to  ase^ 
lect  •eommit^^ee,  to.  consider  aftd  report  thereon  by 
bill  or'otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Gregg.  Llotd,  and' 
Smith  ofMd.,  were  appointed  the  committer. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  (he  petfrion  of  Nathaniel. 
G.  lograha'm,'  and  others,  presented  a  bill  to  dis- 
charge''from  imprisonment  the  persons  (herein 
mentioned  J. and  the  bill  was.  read,  and  passed  to 
the  aecond  reading,     v       - 


Senate^ 


.  .     ■     TuBSOAr,  April  28.   . 

The  bill  allowing  an  annuity  to  Arthur  St. 
blair  was  read  the  second  time. 

,The  biM,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  riorht 
of  s^fffajre  in  the  Illi;»ois  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  cbmmitlee.  to  consider  and  reporl 
thereon ;  aftd  Messrs.  Gaifoo,  GoonyicH,  and 
Vari^um,  were  appointed  the  ccrinmittee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wtole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  Concerning 
merchant  vessels  armed  for  defehce;  and,  on  the 
question,  ^hall  this  bil!  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
"third  time?  it  was  determined  \n  the  affirmative. 
The  Sfeirate  resumed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideratiott  of  the  bill  respecting 
associations  for  maritime  security ;  a!iil  oti  the 
aueatioBs  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  resd.a 
tbivd  tfme^  it  was,  determined  iii  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  LEiBsul&mftted  ilie  following  resolution :. 

•  Resolveiit  That  the  president  ,of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepresentativ^e  adjotim  the 
Tcspectiv*  Hottses"  of  Congress  on  Wednesday,  the 
eth  of  May,  to  Monday,"  the  25th  of  B/fay. 

And  the  reMutiou  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  -  ' 

The  bill  to  discharge  from  imprisonment  the 
persons  therein  menltone^  was^  read  the  second 

.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Cdmmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary tp  the  act.  entjtled'  *'An'a.ct  to  establish  au 
Executive  Department,  to  he  denominated  the 
Department  of  War;"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  pREdiOENT  reported  it  to  ihe  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it.was  deter- 
Dttined  in  Ijie  affirmative.: 

Mr.  PoPB  gave  notice  that  to-morfow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  'in  a  bill  more  effectually  to 
prQteet  the  commerce  and'  coasts  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and  for  other  purposes. 

jQn  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  to  suspend 
the  twelfth  role, for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senatci  ai  j^espects  the  reaolutlon  this  day  offered 
authorizing  tne  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ the  respective  Houses  of  Congress,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  12,  nays  9, 
as  follows:^ 

VsAs-iMessM.  Condit,  German,  Gregg,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib»  tloyd.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  oC  New  York,  Turner*  and  Worthington. 

^ATS.— Messnu  Bayard,  Bibb, '  Crawford,  Dana, 
Gdman,  Goodricbi  Robinson,  Tait,  and  Varnum; 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  the  second  time. 

On  iTift  question;  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed ana  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
ill  the  affirmative.  ' 

Mr.  QiLMAN;  from  the  committee^  reported  the 
resolution  last  mentioned  correctly  engrossed. 

And  dn.  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  16- 
nxbrrowJ    .  , 
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Wednesday/  April  29, 

The  Senate  resumed  as. in  CorOcnittec  of  the' 
Whole,, the^  bill  toaiuhorize  th^  Stale  of  "Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  ana*  perfect  titles  ovt  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  Jand"  therein  described; 
abd;  after  debate^  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  (hereof  be  po$tpoj[ied,until  to-morr 
row.  "  .       -  ■   .      >' 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  engrossed  resolu- 
tion authorizipj^  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representati/es  to  ad- 
journ the  respectiv^e  Houses  ot  Congress  was  read 
8  third  time. 

On  th«  question,  Shall  this  resojutioo  pafs^^t 
was  <ietermined  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  16,  nays 
12,  as  follows: 

YiA,»— MeifTS.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
Oilman,  Goodrii^h,  Gng^  Horaay,  HoweM,  Hnntecr 
Lambert,  Leib,  LIojd»  Smith  of  New  York,.  Turner, 
and  Worthington. ,  •         '       '        t     ' 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,'  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillardi  Pope,  Robin-' 
son,  Tait}  Taylor,  and  VacAum,  , 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  Pcesid^nt  of  the 
Senate  ^nd  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa-: 
tives  adjourn  the  respective  Houses  of  Congre^e 
on  Wednesday,*the  6lh  of  Mayi  to  Monday,  th6 
25thof  Mfiy. 

Orc^ed.That  the  Secretary  request  the  con- 
currence, of  the  House  of  Jlepresentatives  id  this 
resolution.  ' 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  Execative  Department,  to  be 
denonainated  the  Department, of  War^"  having 
been  reported  by  the  commfttejB  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a. third  tim^  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

A  message  frdm  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  post- 
poned, indefinitely,  the  resolutioi)  p'ropo'^mg.  an 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on 
the  29th  of  April,  to  the  8^th  of  June  next.  They 
have  passed  a  bili^ entitled  ^^Ab  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Thompson  j''  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  additional  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1812  -^  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  th^  Senate; 

The  twQ  bilk  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petitjpn  of  John  and 
Thomas  Vowell.  andpthers,  merchapts^  of  Alex- 
andria, stating  tnal  they  are  owners  of  ][)roperty 
to  a  large  amount  in  England,  and  in  Englisa 
ports,  and  ptaying  that  the  noa-importatibnlaw 
may  be  repealed,  or  sa modified  as  to  admit  the 
importation  of  British  goods  to  the  amount  of 
American  claims,  for  reasons  stated  &t  large'  in 
the  netition  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Varnum  presepted  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Grout,  of  Philadelphi^i,  pitying  Congress  to  au- 
thorize the  purchase  of  his  patent  right  to  a  new 
and  improved  mode  of  conveying  J ntelligenoe, 
and  giving  signals,  by  telegraphs ;  aiid  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committ^, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  others 


wtiSe;'  and  Messrs.  Varnum.  L^i«,  and  Brert, 
Were  appointed  the  comdiittee.  ^. 

MARITIME  DBJFENCE. 

*  Mn  Pope  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a 'bill  more  efiectually  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  eoastsof  the-United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read<,.aBd  passed 'to  the  second  readincf. 

*The  bill  is  as  follows  : 
A  Bin  more  effectually  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
coasts  of  the  .United  States. 

Whefeas  the  British  and  other  armed  vesaels  hate 
harassed  and  committed  depredations  on  'the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  on  or  near  the  coasts  thereof,  in 
VTolation  oflho  lews  of  nations ;  'therefore, 

Be  it  enadttd,  .<h;.,  That  it  shall  be  kiwfdl  lor  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  he  is  hereby  ao- 
thorixed,  to  instruct  and  diirept'  the  eonmanders  of  the 
armed  vessels  belonging* t6  the  United  Staftea  io  aeiia, 
take,  and  bring  into  'any-port  of  the.  United  States,  io 
bo  prptec^ed-sgaiast  acosrding  tAthe  la^s  an^  cisages 
of  nations,  any  such  Britiah.,or  other,  armed,  veaael 
which  shall  have  «^mmitted,  or  which  shaH^be  foand 
hovering  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  harassing,  or  committing  depredations  on 
the  vessels  belonging  to  tha  citizens  thereof. 

The  MU  respecting 'associations  for  maritime 
^seccrrity  having  been  reported  by  liie  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  Was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.    The  bill  is  as  follows:- 
A  Bill  respecting  Associations  lor  Maritime  Seearity. 

Be  itenaetedy  4'C.»  That- in  'cases  Irherein  the  arm- 
ing,'of  Tosselsjfor  defence  may.be  ailgweid  aceofding  to 
the  laws  of  the  Unitled  States,  It  may  be  agreed  on  the 
part  of  tha  oitizena  of  Ae'  United  Bta^Mi  m  parlance 
of  this  aet,  that  ships  ot  vessels  by  them  owned  shall 
sail  in  concert  and  baaasootated  for  aaaist^ea  and  pro- 
tection in  any  voyage  or  voyages,  not, oontraiy  to  Uw, 
and  during  any  time/ortimjBS  which  may  be  designated 
by^  instrument  oi  writing  executed  by  the  owners  or 
their  authorized  agents.  The  stipulations  of  the  parties 
contained  in  such  instrument  may  extend  to  the.eqoip- 
ment  and  iorce  of  the  vessels  respectively ;  ^le  rel«tive 
authority  of  the  masters  or  commanders;  the  appoint- 
ment of  places  and  times  of  rendezvous  and  sailing;  the 
regulation  of  signals;  the  direction  of  the  general  course 
of  the  voyage  or  voyages  \  the  orders  to  be  observed  ia 
cases  of- separation  or  danger ;  and  the  making  of  nx* 
rangements  for  oonductimg  and  managing  the  respect* 
ive  vessels,- as  may  be  most  eflectual  for  aasietanoe  in 
any  case  of  |terilor  miilbitQne;-andy  forptotepting  all 
or  any  of  them  against  forcible  sc^re  oraooayanee : 
PlroeuM^  That  no  such  agreement-or  Rotation  shall 
contravene 'the  inatmctkias  or  pnleirs  wfaiah«aiay  be 
given  by  the  President  oftha  I^ited  8ta|;^  far  pro* 
venting  any  Unlawful  psoceedings ;  and  in  eaaea  tonch* 
^ng  the  ttse  of  any  armament,  or  armamants^  tlM  mas- 
tars  or  commanders  of  vessels  which  ma^  ba  so  asaoci* 
ated,  shall  be  under  t(ke  oontrol  of  such  mstrucUons-or 
onlers. 

Sxc.  3.  Be  it  further  enrnded^  That  the  rei^ctive 
shipSKor  vessels  shall  be  holden  for  any  stipulationa  as 
aforesaid  contained  in  such  instrument  concerning  them, 
and  shall  accordingly  be  chargeable  for  anjr  compensa- 
tion which  may  justly  be  demanded  on  account  of  &il- 
ure  to  perform  the  same^  as  well  as  Ibr  satisfying  any 
reasonable  claim  of  oontribtftton  on  account  of  loss  or 
damage  incurred  in^pursuance  theteof.    The  rates  of 
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ooniribufion  shall  he  apportioned  4o  atul  among  the  re- 
spectivo  Tecvels  or  owners  ftiiereof,  a»th^  parties  may 
haye  agreed  \ry  such  instrument ;  otherwise  the  appor- 
tionment may  be  adjusted  by  the  discretions  the^oom- 
petent  court:  Provtdtd^  That  no  ships  or  yessels  shall 
DO  so  faoldei^  unless  a  copy  of  the  instrdment  concern- 
ing them  as  aforesaid  sh|UI  have  been  certified  by  the- 
owners  or  agents^  and  deposited  with  a  collector  of  the 
customs  or  withuie;cler'k  or  register  of  a  coiirt^  having , 
admiralty  or  maritime  iurisdiction,  or^  in  case  o'f  bein^ 
in  a  foreign  comitry,  with  k  omisuI  or  agent  of  ^e  Uni<- 
ted  States:  BrovidMl,  abo^Tktit  none  biit  citizens  of 
the  United  Btate^  shall  Be  permitted,  directly  or  indi* 
reetly,  to  l)i(va  or  claim  betoefit  ot  taij  agreement  or 
stipulaticMi  as  iftresaid. .      *  ^ 

Skc.  8.  And  be  it  furtfut*  enacted.  That  the  oDCkjts 
of  the  Uoited  States  haying  oognizanee  of  cautfes  4)f 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  shall  take  ^^ogmic^ 
ance  of  jcomplaintsand  controversies  touching  the.  pre- 
mises!; and  proceedings  m^y  he  had  thei^ein  according 
to  the  course  dTsuch  courts  respectiTely,  as  in.  o(bet 
cases  of  admiralty  or  maritime  jurisdiction*  'But  nd- 
thii^g  herem  conttined  shall  be  construed  to  deprive' 
suitors  of  a  remedy  at  commdn  law>  or  m  equity)  vi^her-, 
ever  the  sapne  n^ay.b^eoinpeteRt. 

The  bill  concerning  merchant  vessels  armed 
for  defence  having  been  reported  by  the^'commit- 
te^  correctly  enofrcHsed,  was  read  a  third  .time, 
and  passed.    The >b ill  is^ as  follows: 

A  Bill  coAoerning  H^rchant  V^tseli  armed  for.defimee. ; 

'   Be  be  it  enacted,  Ac*,  'th^t,  from  and  aftej  the 

day  of.  '  ',  in  the  present  year,  the  afihilig  of  veitoels 
for  defence  shad  1>e  subjected  to  the  ibUowing  regula- 
tions : .      • 

8xc.  9,  Be  it  enacted,' ThaA  -00  merchant  vessels 
armed  or  provide  with  fhe  meaiis  of  being  ana<jd  at 
sea,  shall  be  cleared  or  peimitted  tot.  depart,  on  fbreign 
voyages,  unless  thtf  same  be  regutered  and  duly  owHjmI 
aiid  navigated  as  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Unifed  States.* 
And  any  imeh  ship  or  vessel  of  the  Upited  l^tates  if  not 
beond  on  some  voyage  beyond  tha  southern  cape,  of 
AfHoa  or  Amarisat  ihay  be  restrained  and  pre  ventpdirofls 
gcnng  to  sea  with  sucK^  armament  oc.ijseans  of  anna*' 
ment,  unless  boi^  to,the  United  St^Etes  be  given  by  the 
managing  owner,  or.agenti  and  the  master  or  comman- 
der thereof,  with  responsible  surety  or  sureties  in  a  penal 
sum  not  exceeding  «~t-  dollars,  with  pondltion  ^hat 
such  ship  or  vessel  sha^  not  proceed  to  any  port  known 
to  he  actually,  blockaded,  nor  carry  contraband  articles 
to  the  dominions  of  any  Power  engi^ed  in  war  againit 
soeb  as  may  he  at  peace  with  the  United  Stated ;  and 
that  such  armament  on  means  of  armament  sl^afl  not 
he  ns^  for  pvirposes  eontrary  to  the  laWs  or  treaties  of 
the  United  Blates  or  the  mles  of  puhKe  law  by  the 
United  States  admovrledged,  hut  th^  the  instractipns 
which  may  be  given  by  the  FresidenI  >of  the  United 
States' lor  preyeatiiigf  any  infraction 'of  such  laws^  trea- 
ties^ or  rulaa,.diall  be  obanrved  with  respect  to  anch  ship^ 
or  vessel  in  tha  destined  voyage  or  voyages ;  ai^d  (hat 
satisfaction  shall  he  made  for  all  dam^e  and  injury,  if 
sny  should  be  committed,,  in  contravention  thereof  f 
wliich  bond  may  be,  sued  ia  the  name  of  the  Unitod 
States,  before a^y. competent  cojiut  oC.thie  United  States. 
And  whatever  may  be  recovered  thereon  shall  be  lor 
their  use,  except  so^mudi  as  the  court  may  order  to  be 
paid  for  making  such  satisfaction  as  shallappear  reasona^ 
hie  in  any  caiie  of  damage  or  injury.  But  the  restrictions 
herein  contained  sfaaU  not  be  considered  applicahle  to 


vOsMhr  which  ^ay  be  tfitaed  in  viAue  of  any  grants  of 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  under  attthoriiy  of  th^ 
United  Stetes; 

Ssc;  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
sccunty  shall  have  been  given  by  .bond  as  aforesaid 
'with  respect- to  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
duly  owned  and  navigated  as  tush,  which  may  he  armed 
^or  provided  with  means  a^  aforesaid  for- defence,  and 
Jl^und  on  any  foreign  vpyage  or  voyages  not  contrary 
to  ^aw,  the  same  shail  be  permitted  to  depart  on  such 
destination:  an^-the'coUbctor  of  the  customs  for  the 
distrist  from  whi(^  tl|e  ship  or  vessel  may  be  itbout  to 
dopart,  in  addi^on  to  the'cieaAtnoa^for  the  same,  sh^l 
fiirnia^  an/>fficial  doeument  tothis  efijact,  and  as  neariy 
.  as  may  be  convenient  aocor^ng  £0  the'foUawing  form— 
^  To  all  whom  it  may  concern^'  It  ii  made  jLnown, 
dia^  the'  ship  or  vessel  called  the  [inaeriiAg  hdre  the' 
v^e^'s  namej  of  [inserting  the  name  of  the  port  to 
which  the  vessel  belongs]  having ''[inserting'the  num- 
'  berl  deck  with  [Inserting  th^  number]  mast'  and  [spe- 
dlymg  whether  any  or  no]  head  and  [specifying  whe» 
ther.any  or  qc]  gallery,  of  the  hurd^  of  [inserting  the 
.number}'  tons  as  registered^  and  carrying  [inserting  the 
namt»er  of  raouatedj  guhs,  whei«of — ^  [patting  the 
petaohT  is  at  pieseat  toaster  or  *commanfaery  Wxif  a 
[deaerihin^  th^  kind  of  vessel,  whether  ship,  snow,  hn^ 
aatinf,'schooner>  stpop,  or  otheirwise]  du^  owned  and 
navigated  as  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  Uni^  States  of 
An&erica,  armed  for  dofence,  and  bound,  fpr  — ,  is  per*, 
mitted.  to  depart  on  destined  voyage*  [or  voyages,  as 
may  be  pK>pcr]  resppAsible  security  having  been  given 
accordiog  to  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  con- 
cerning merchant  Vessels  armed  for  defence*^' 

'**  Given  under  the  ^e^l  of  office,'  ai  the  port  of"'[ex- 
pveseing  tha  port  and  district,  and  specifying  the  day 
and  y^ar  of  the  date  in  words  at'length :]  Provided, 
That  additions  or  variations  may. be  wade  as  shall  ap- 
pear  proper  in  partieular  casc^  for  the  better  description 
of  vessels  or  armaments.  •  -^ 
.  Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for,  Uie- President  of  tha  United  States  to  give 
directions,  as  in  his  opinion  may  be  pn^r*  for  causing 
to  be>  prepared  a  sufficient  number- of  forms  of  such 
documents,  which,  shall  be  attested  by  the  Secretary^, 
under  seal  of  the  department  of  Stete,  with  proper 
blanks  to  be 'filled  hj  the  collectors  respectively  to  whom 
the  same  shallbe  thmsmitted^'  Bisfore  any  such  docu- 
ment shall  be  furnished  .for  a  ship  or  vessel,  it  shkll  be 
sealed  and  iigned  by  the  proper  collector,  and  Counter^ 
signed  by  the  naval  oAee^  or  by  the  surveiyor,  if  there 
Ibe  one,  but  no  navat  officer.  And  the  dvcmnente  s» 
fiumished  shall  be  traaseribed  hi  some. ps^r  book  to 
be  kept  for  the  purpose  by  the  collector,  who  shaH  Iw 
ealitfed-to  iike  foea  for  the  same  as  for  cartificates  of 
tegisfery :  Bi^vided,  akva^,  >an4.  it  is  datlared.  That 
this  act  shall- not  be  construed  to  prevent  ships  or  .ves- 
sels bound  for  any  of  the  ports,  places,  or  eotintries,  be- 
yond the  southern  cape. of  Africa  pr  America,  from 
going  armed  as  hss  be«n  usual  in  such  cases,  nor  to 
aftect  any  foreign  armed  vessel  which  may  have  been 
admitted  as  sudi  withii^  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Stetes. 


>     .'  T11UK8DAY,  April  30. 

The  bill  more  efl^etniiMy  to  protect  the  com* 
tnerce  and  coasts  of  the  United  States  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee,  to  coDsRIer  and  report  thereon  $  and  Messrs. 
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BAat,  1812. 


PoPB.  Batabp,  and  SHi*rB/of  Maryland;  were 
appointed- Ihe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An. act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thorn pson,''  wis  read  the  second  lime,  and  *e- 
ferrcd  to  a  gelect  commiit'ee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port'ih.ereon  ;  and  Messrs.  SariTH,  of  Maryland, 
Orego,  and  Smith,  ofN'ew  Yorkj^  w6re  appotiiied 
the  committee. 

The btlljentitletl  "An act inakiDgan additional 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
toe  year  1812,"'wa8  read  th&secojS<l  time.     .  . 

The  Senate- resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  IQ  authorize 
the  State  of  Tenne^$ee  to  issue  grants  imd  p^erfect 
tides  on  certain  entries  ai^d  loeanoos  of^  lai^d 
therein  described;  and,  on  the  question,  iBbali 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  determined 'in  the  bfiirmatiye..     .  ^^■'  , 

The  Senaxe  resumed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
W^ole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  atiowin^j:  an 
annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Glairy  andjt>n  theqoestiqn, 
SLhali  thifl  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tbir^  time'} 
it  was  de(ermin<a  in  tiie  affirnlative — yeas'  15, 
naya  7.  ils  fpllows :  .         .' 

•  TsAS — Messrs.  Anderson^  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford, 
Qerman,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Oref^g,  Horsey,'  HoWell, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Smith  of  Marylandj  and 
Worthingtoo.  '•    •-  *.       .      • 

Nats — Messrs,  Condit,  Cutts,  Robinson,  Si;nith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Turner,  and  ViBtrnum.   ' 

A  message  froqi  the  House  of  JEfeprieaeatatives 
informed  the  Senate, that  ikie  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'Anaot  Aiilhorizing.  the  putting. 
and  making  a  caiial  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  wesiond  of  tbedam  or  causeway  f(on> 
Mason^  island,  and  forother  purposes  i"  in  whi^h 
bill  th«y  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  anjl  passed  tQ 
the  secdndi  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd'  presented  the  memorfal  of  five  hun* 
dredand  thirty-five  merchants  of  Bo!^ on,. praying 
the  repeal,  or  such  inodification,  of  the  non-im- 
portatiOn  act,]^s  may  enable  theid  to  receive  their 
property  now  iti  Great  Britain  and.  her  dependen- 
cies i  which  was  read,  apd  referred  to  a  s<^lect 
committeer,  to  conaist  o€  five  members,  to  consider 
attd  report  thereon  .bjr  bill  or  otherwise ;  and,4n 
the  mecn  time,  tiiat  it  bf  prialed  for  t^  ^usa  of 
the  Senate*  .       < 

Measrs*  Lloyd,  Taylor,  Orbgu,  Leib,  aad 
Smith  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  tber  comr 
mittee.  ^ 

'The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of, the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  discliarge 
fromiiiiprisonment  the  persons  thereinmentioned} 
aDd,after  debate,  the  further<!onsideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  tormorrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,. 

Resohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  b# 
authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  i^ontingent  fund,  the 
ezpei^sea  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  VroE 
Prssidbnt  of  the  United  States^  whenever  the 
same  shall  have  been  allowed  -and  certified  by  the 
committee  of  arraogetpeat. 


.'    Friday,  lilay  X. 

'JPhe  bHl  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  and 'perfect' titles  on  certain  entries 
and  locations  of  land  therein  described,  having 
peen  reported  »by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed,^  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the"  question,  Shall  this  bill'pass?  It  was 
deterhained  Jn  the  dffirmative — yeas  18,  nays  6, 
asL  follows:  *  "  ^  .  . 

YxAS — Messrs.  ADd^rsoD)  Bayard,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Cutts,  Gaiils^d,  Grilman,  Gqodrich,  Hor- 
sey«'  Howell,  Hunted,  Lambert,  Lloyd*  Eobinaon,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smfth  of  New  Yock,  Tait,  and  Vamum. 
;  Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  ^  Crawford,  Dinai^  German, 
Tayfor  aad  l^umer. 

So  it  Was' i7ead/ffec{,  That  this  bill  pass^  and' 
tbit  the'  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tehnes^ee  to  isssue  ^rann  and*  perfect 
titles  on  certain .  entries  and  locations  of  hand 
therein  described."' 

.  Mr.  SuiTu,;of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  ^he  bill,  entitled  '^Ao  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  ThompspmV'  reported  it- 
w.ithout  amendmeut.    '       r 

Mr.  TuRKfR.  frpm  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  esr 
tablish  certain  poist  .roads,",  reported  it  without 
amendment."    - 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petitioo  of  Nintan  Pink- 
teey,  now'a  Gaptain  in  the  Army,  statmg  tiiat,  on 
the  20th  of  August,  1808,  he  was  appointed  J[>rig- 
ad.4  inspector,  ^ro  temportj  and  that  oe  performoi 
th.e. dunes  thereof  at  New  Orleans,  and  ha^  re- 
ceived the  emoluments  attached  to  said  office,  up 
to ,  the  3is^  of  May,"  1810,  but,  on  hi^<arrival  at 
the  Seat  of  Governnuent,-  Was  required  by  the 
, Department^ of  War  to  refund,,  on  the  plea. that 
the  appointment  wa9^  inadmissible,  and  praying 
relief,  tor.;  reasons  stated  ia  the  petition^  which 
wak  read,  and  referred  to  a  s^ect  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or. otherwise; 
aord  Messrs.  Lbijq,  Howell,  and  Smith  o£  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee.         '^' 

The  bill  allowing  an  annuity  to  Arthur  St. 
Clair  haying  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,'  and  on 
potion,  by  Mr:  Leib,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
words /'five  hundred  dollars,"  ii  was  determined 
in  the  negative ;  and,  on  motion  to  (III  the  blank 
with  (he  words  ^  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars," 
the  votes  being  jequal,  the  I^residept  detef mined 
the  questiofl  in  the  affirmative.     .  ^ 

*  Oa  the  question^.  Shall  fhis  bill  pi|&s?  4t  was 
determined  in  the  affifmative-^yeas  17)  nays  9,  as 
follows :  *     .  . 

^  YiAS^—Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb  Orawibr  , 
Dapa,  t?erman,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horaey, 
How^Ui  Hunger,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloj^  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Worthingtom 

Nats — Measrs.  Condit,  Cutts,  Oaillard,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Var- 
num.      •  '       , 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  allowing  an  an- 
nuity to  Arthur  St.  Clair.'' 
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Senate;, 


M'r.  GasoG,  frodi  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  admit  th& 
entry  of  Vessels  of  ifie  Uoited  States,  oa  certain 
conditions;  and  the  bill  was 'read,  and  passed  to 
the  secood  reading*. 

.  [This  bill  embraces  cases  of  vessels  '^*  which 
'  may  have  been  laden*  in  any. of  the  ports  of^In- 
'  dia,  and  whose  ipaster,  supercargo,,  or  owner^ 
^may  have  been  compelled  to  give  bond,  under 
<  somepenaliy,  that  the^r  respective  cargoes  shall 
*  be  landed  in  soiQe  part  of  the  United  States;" 
provided  the  di^i^s  be  paid,  and  the  goods  stored 
m  the  public  stores,  under  tne  care  of  tbe  collect- 
orsj  si^ject  to  the  titture  disposition  of  the  Gov- 
prnoient.}       *  *'*.." 

On  motion,  by  Mr. Bayard,  the  bill  to  discharge, 
from  imprisonment  the  persons  (herein  mentioned 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  with,  in- 
structions to  inquire  into,  and  report  the  facts  of 
Uie  case ;'  and  Messrs.  Bataro,  Smith  of  New 
York,  and  German,  werd  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. •  ' 

Thei>il],  entitled  "An  act  auth4^iziiu(  the^uN 
ting  and. making  a  cankl  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  west  end.  x)f  the  dam  or  causeway 
frotsx  Mason's  island,  and  for  other  purposes,''  was 
read  the  second  time. 

.The.  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committed  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entltlell  '^An  act  .making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
nlent  for  the  year  1812^"  and  the  bill  having^been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
Record  ingly* 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  lead  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  wad  determined  in  th<5  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  Grbgo  fjresented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  suting  that  hcbas  been  stigmatized- 
RR  a  public  defaulter;  but  that,  so  far  from  de- 
serving that  charge,  he  can  make  it  appear  that 
the  public  are  indebted-  to  him,  and  praying  an 
inquiry  into  his  case  mav  be  instituted,  and  such 
decision  thereon  as  may  oe  *  compatible  with  jus- 
tice apd  equity;  and  the -memorial  was  read. 

On  motion,  hy  Mr.  Greo^,  this  memorial,  and 
tba^  presented  the  last  session,  together  with  the 
Yeport  on  the  memorial  last  mentioned,  was  re- 
ferred to  R  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  nnd  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise  \  and  Messrs.  Grjboo,  Saith  of  Mary- 
land, Taylor,  Yarnum,^  and  Anderson,  were 
appointed  the  committee. , 

MaNDAT,  May  4.  • 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
making  additional  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Qv)v'ernment  for  the  year,  1812,"  was  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

A  bare  quorum  attending,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TuBsnAT,  May  5. 
Mr.  LciB,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reportefd  ii  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ninian  Pinkney,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  '^' 
'12th  Con.  1st  Sessv- ^ 


The  bill  to  admit  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States  on  certain  conditions,  was  read  the 
second  limeV 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day* in  December  next. 
.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson ;"  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resuined,  as  fn  Committee,  of  the 
lyholej  the  cgnsideration  of  the  bill,  entitjed  ''An 
act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads.^' 
Orderedf  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading.  ' 
On.  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey;  the  bill,  entitled 
'' An  act  authorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a 
canal  frofii  the  river  Potomac  around  the  west 
ena  of  the  dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  Island, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee^  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Mes^s.  Horsey,  Brent,  and  Wortbinoton, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ll6yo,  fron^  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston^  praying  the  repeal  or  modi- 
fication of  the  non'importation  act,  stated  that 
they  had  instructed  their  ehairdian  to  report  that 
it  is  ineipedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. 

A  message  from  .the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  resdtution  proposing' a  recess  from  the 
6th  to  (he  25th  of  May.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
jpntitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Venezuela ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  bet* 
ter  regulation  of  the  ordnance;"  a  bill,  entitled 
''  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thoma<i  F.  Reddick ;"  a 
t>ill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  a  bill,  enti-  ' 
tied  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  election  of  sheriffs 
id  the  Indiana  Territory,  andtor  other  purposes;'' 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
trustees  of. Washington  College;"  in  which  bills 
they  i^equest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.' 
'  They  have  passed  the  bi^ll  which  originated  in 
the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  ^designating,  aar- 
veying,  and  granting  the  military  bounty  lands,*' 
with  an  amendment,  fn  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate;  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act sCipplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  (Establish  an  Executive  Depiirtment,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur-' 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill^ 
entitled  "  An  act  for  designating,  surveying,  and 
granting  the^  military  bounty  lands,"  and  con- 
curred therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens,  of  Vene- 
zaela,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent ;  and,  .on  motion  by  Mr.  Camprbll,  of 
Tennessee,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
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to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Cam^i- 
BELL,  of  Tennessee,  Bayard^  and  Smitb,  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  comioittee.  .  • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  rhe  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  fir^t 
Monday  in  December  neit,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  13,  as  follows: 
.  YxAB— Mesdm.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford,  German, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith,  of  Mar]^ 
land,  and  Turner. 

Natb — M  eti8r8.'Ander8on,  Brent,  Campbell,  of  Tan- 
neeiee»  Condit,  Cutts,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Gilinan,  Howell, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Yarnuni,  and  Worthington.  - 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  il^e  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
'  The  six  bills  last  l)rought  \ip  for  concurrence 
were  reatl,  and  passed^  te  the  second  reading.    . 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  ihe^  amend- 
ment of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "*  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  .enti- 
tled '  An  act  to  esiablrsh  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment, 10  be  denominated  the  Department  of 
War." 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making^  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year.ldl2,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed; and,  on- motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  revise  the  item  respect- 
ing marshals,  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Leib,  and  Turner,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

•  Wednesday,  May  6. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney  wa? 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Terinessee^  fcom  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitlfMi 
"Anairt  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Vene- 
zuela," reported  it  without  amendment;. and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  th&  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  College,"  was  read,  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  ordnance,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  Army  of  the  ^United  States,"  was 
Bead  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Greoo,  the  two  last  men- 
tioned bills  were  severally  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Andehson,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Varnum,.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  elec- 
tion of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  )^or 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  tiine,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Wortbinqton,  Bay- 
ABD,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  supplen^enUry  to  the 
act|  entitled  ^  An  act  to  .establish  an  Executive 


Department,  to  1>e  denominated  th«  Departinent 
of  War."  . 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Leib,. the  farther  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  and  amendment  was  postponed 
to  the  fir^t  Monday  in  June  next. 

A  message  from  the  House'of  Representatives* 
informed  the  Senate  that  thp  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  tp  annex  a  part  of  West 
Florida  -  to.  the  Missiissippi  Territory',"  in  whiclt 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Dill  last  mentioned  was.read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading.  \    . 

The  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho* 
nifis  F^  Reddick,"  was  read  the  second  tima* 

The  Senate' resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  admit^the 
entry  of  vessels  of  the  United  S'tates  on  certain 
conditions. 

On  the  question,  SbaH  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  io  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thompson;"  w^  fead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  e^tab-' 
Itsh'certain  post  roads,"  was  read  a  third -time,  and 
passed. 

.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  th«  bill, ' 
entitled  /'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Venezuela,"  Was  read  the  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

MEKiPBIAL  OF  BOSTON  MERCHANTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  made  yesterday  on  the 
memorial  of  a  large  nomber  of  the  merchants  of 
Boston. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Llovo,  that  the  report  on 
tiie  memorial  of  the.  merchants  of  Bosto.n,  pray- 
ing for  leave  to  withdraw  their .  property  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  be  again  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  wi\h  instructions  to  bring, 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners — 

A  motion  was  mad^  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, that  th?  further  consideration  thereof  be 
p6stpbned  to  the  first  Moadny  in  Jtune  next.' 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Smith  addtessed  the  Ch|iir 
as  follows:        ,.  .  r 

Mr.  President :  I  hav^  made  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement because  I  am  on  will!  ns  that  a  con- 
elusive  vote  otf  the>  question  should  be  taken  at 
this  time.  When  members  place  their  names 
on  record  there  is  an  unwilliDgoess  to  reUaet 
their  vote^hen.  a  rnore  suitable  time  for  decision 
occurs.  That  time  will  be,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Hornet,  which  must  certainly  happen  before  the 
first  of  June;  and  from  the  information  whichi 
she  will  bring,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  vote  more 
advisedly.  This  subject  being  before  the  Senate, 
I  will  be  permitted  to  take  a  short  view  of  our 
political  relations  as. they  bear  upon  this  particu- 
lar object. 

The  non-intercoi)rse  law  prohibited  aH  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Ckeat 
Britain  and  France.  It,  however,  authorized  the 
President,  in  case  either  of  these  Powers  should 
so  repeal  or  modify  .their  unjust  acts,  as  that  they 
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should  eease  to  yioltte  th«  nentml  ri^s  of  tile 
Uaiced  Stateo,  <o  teliere  soeb  nttioo  from  the 
opmtiOQ  of  tbis  act.    Qre«t  Brifaiiij  by  her. 
Minister,  Mr.  Erskine,  did  agree,  that  her  odioas 
Ordeia  in  Council  should  m  repealed,  and  the 
Presidest  (with  a  pEomptitode  that  did  him 
credit)  doelared  by  proclamation,  that  the  com* 
meree  between  the .  United   States  atad  Great 
Britain  should  b6  reston^d,  and  ^11  .America  ap- 
plauded the  aot.    The  negotiation  inade  bv  Mr. 
Erskine;  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  erdry'enlisrht*' 
ened  man,  and  to  the  astonjirbmept  of  our  Qor- 
emment,  was  disavowed  by  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.    What  tras  the  conduct  of  our  Bxecu- 
tire  on  bein^  iofermvd  of  (he.  disavowal?    It 
was  that  which  i^iiFed  er^r^  Americdn.    H^ 
irtotatitly  imposed  the  iton'intereoarse.on  Great 
Britai%.aild  placed  that  nation  precisely  in  the 
same  situation  in  lrhic&  she  was  when  Mrl 
Brskine's  arrahffement  took  plaeei    And,  sir.  I 
beliere  that,  in  doing  so,,  he  met  with  (he  appro- 
bation of  every  fpood  man.    He  certainry  had 
mine.    The  non-interconrse  law  continued  until 
May,  ISIO,  #hen  it  expired  by  mown  limitation. 
I  state  this,  Mr.  President,  tieeaose  a  conAisioik' 
has>  artsoD  from-  the  various  laws  Which  have 
passed  on  this  subject,  and  many  well  informed 
men  have  believed,  and- do' now  believe,  that  the 
noa-int^coui«e  la#  existed  against  both  nations 
wheb  ihe  present  reaftribtions^were  imposed  on 
oar  4$6mmerce  with  GreAt  Btitaid.    Not  so,  Mr.. 
President.    At  thattioie  our  trade  was  unrestriot- 
ed  by  any  law  of  the  United  l^tates.    But  Con- 
greae,  in  the  same  mpnth  of  May,  1810,  passed 
an  act,  bywliictt  t^e  President  was  authorised, 
in  the  event  o^^either  BVance  or  Bogiaad  repeal- 
log  he»  unjust  acts,  or  so  modifying  the  same 
that  tbey --would  no  longer  affect  our  neutral 
rights,  to  impose  ^rttfin  lections  of  the  non-fn- 
tereourselaw  on  the  nation*  refuBsag  to  do  ua  jtist* 
ice,  nthich  sections  amount  to  a  non-importation. 
This  act  was  made  known  to.botfr  nations;  and 
Franee,  embracing  the  proposition^  did  by  the 
letter  of  her  prime  Minister,  the  Duk^  o(  Cadore, 
mdet  date  oi'' the  5th  August, 'IB  10,  promise- to 
revoke  th^  Berlin  and  MilAn  decrees,  so  far  as 
they  lelateto  th^  United  States,  on  condition; 
with  Which  conditioin  the  President  complied 
by  i9Miin|^  hit  proelamaHon  of  the  second  or  No- 
vember, in  which,^  agreeably  to  the'  act  of  May, 
1810,  he  (lOelaied  that  all  importations  frotxt  Ghreat 
Britain  and  her  pbssetfslons  should  cease  on  the 
2d  Febrnarv,  1811;  unless  that  nation  should, 
previously  thereto,.  'tP^'  ^^  modify  her  Orders 
in  Conneil.    Gr^at  Britainr  refasea  to  do  this, 
and  has  pertinaoionsly  adhered  to  a'aystem  inju- 
riooa  to  the  interest  oif  i)oth  nations.    Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  wak  tfmong  thote  who  approved  of  the 
procmmatioii  of  the  President  of  th^  United 
Btateb,  interdhsting  all  importations  from  Gkeat 
Britain.    It  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  strhst  com- 
nliancie  with  the  tenor  of  the  law;  for,  sir,  I  did 
Mlievej  that  all  credit  was  du9  to  the  solemn 
declarations  of  nations,  made  officially  by  their 
ptiblie  ministers,  aiid  i,  therefore,  justified  the 
PreBideat  for  the  ooDHdeaca  he^  (lad  placed  in 


those  solemn  assiiraoces.  .1  did  expect  ihat  a 
decree,  revoking  th^  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
^  so  far  as  they  rehUed  to  the  United  States," 
would  haVe  beeU' issued  immediately  after  the 
Emperor  should  have  seen  the  act  of  Conj^ress 
confirming'  the  proclamation.  Indeed,  «ir,  !• 
thoin^ht  it  ought  to  haVe  been  issued  immediate- 
ly dfier  be  had  seen  the  proclamation. 

Ha»  .any  such  decree  yet  IssOed  t  No !  Has 
France  practically  complied  with  her  promise 
made  in  the  letter  of  the  5th  Aogust-1810,  signed 
by 'the  Duke  de  Oaddre  J  If  she  hes,  Mr.  Presi- 
denti,  then  are  we 'bound,  the'  national  faith  and 
honor  are  bouadj  ^od  no  consideration  QOght  to 
induce  the  Senate  lo  agree  to  the  motJK>n  of  the 
honorable  geqtieman  (MK.  Llotd.)  But  if  Fraidce 
has  not  oompf led/ with  her  edgagemedt,  if  her 
cruisers^  as  well  public  as  private,  continue,  under 
tbeaochority  ^f  the  Eofiperor,  to  act  in  the  man* 
n^r  authorised  byth^  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
Uien  our  honor  calls  upon  us,  the  national  honor 
imperiously  c'stis  upon  us  to  place  both  nations 
precisely  in  the  situatioi^  ^in  which. they  were 
#hen  the  proclamation  of  the  .President,  dated 
November  2,  1810,  was  Issiled';  nor  ought  the 
dbing  so  to  afiect  the  ulterior  measures  contem* 
plated' against:  Great  Brflaiu.  In  acting  thus,^ 
o^r  'copduct  will  ■  be-  exactly  correspondent  with 
that  adopted  by  the  Exect^tive,  On  his  being  tn- 
formec^  that  Greajt  Britain  .had  disavowed  the 
arrangenient  entered  into  with  Mr.  Erskine. 
This  we  are  bound  to  do,  if  even  we  should  im« 
mediately  (hereafter  enact  a  law  interdicting  all 
LTDportattoD  from  both  nations.  Nay,  sir,  men 
of  nice  notions  of  boaor  will  believe  that  we  can- 
.ncfi  honorably  pursue  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
until  Wfrh&ve  freed  ourselves  from  the  deception 
priM^ised  upon  us  by  France,  if  (as  is  asserted) 
she  has  not  complied  With  her  part  of  the  compact* 
What^  evidence  have  we  that-  France  has  not 
complied  1  The  dooumeat  .before  me  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  ^espectiojf  the  trade  to  the 
Baltic^  proves  tl^at  French  privateers  have  com- 
pletely blockaded  the  Sound,  wbieh  is  the  usual 
eittraaee  lo  -that  sea  i  that  they  captvre  every 
American  vessel  iir their  power  bound  either  up 
or  down,  and  send  their-  papers  to  Paris,  where 
they  are, condemned  by  the  order  of  the  Emperor. 
It  may  net  be  amiss  to  five  a  view  of  this  course 
of  conduct;  for  to  gentlemen  unacquainted  with 
commeroe  it  may^be  useful.  Mr.  Erving,  our 
Mimkter  at  Denmark,  ^was  sent  to  Copenhagen 
tO'Use  the  best  means  in  his  power  lo  induce  the 
King  to  ptil  a  stop  to  the  depredations  committed 
on  our  eommcr9ei>y  ihe  Danish  privateers.  He 
was  weU  received,  and  being  of  opinion  that  our 
trade  would  meet  with  few  interruptions  in  fu- 
ture^ he  advised  thereof  the  American  ConsuU 
in  Sweden  and  Narway,  where  our  vessels  usu- 
ally stop  for  information.  What  was  the  conse-  * 
qnence?  Why,  that  the  Americans,  thus  re- 
lieved from  danger,  as  they  supposed,  took  the 
usual  course  through  the .  Sound,  to  all  the  poru 
in  the  Baltic,  and  many  went  safe.  The  French, 
informed  of  this  friendly  conduct  of  the  King  of 
Denmark,  despatched  a  number  of  pcivate^a 
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to  the  SoiHid,  completely  hJockaded  it^  and  cap- 1 
tnred,  without  dUtiDCtiop,  every  American  they 
could.  The  Aumber  thus  captured  was  not,  it  is 
true,  very  great,  for  tlie  news  fiew  on  (be  wiogs 
of  the  wiDd,  and  the  Americaas  were  thereafter,' 
for  safety,  compelled  to  mifxgle  wub'the  Bricisb 
convoys.  iDdeed,  several  which. bad  assembled 
at  EMnore  were  saved,  by  a  convoy  gfanted  by 
the  Kini;  of  Denmark. 

Mr.  Presiden^t,  the  first  notice  of  the/Freoch 
blockade  of- the  Baltic  was  .((iipture  and  conse-. 
quent  condem nation  on  various  pretexts'.  One 
res^el  was  condemned  (it  appears  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  Paris)  because  she  bad 
eome  to  ancbor.in  a  por4  in  Sweden,  where,  bj 
accident,  thece  was  a  British  armed  vessel.  But, 
sir,  another  reason  for  presuming^  that  France 
baa  not  co«iplied  with  her  part  of  the  compactvis 
the  late  burniog,  by  %  Fi^nch  'scyuadrqa  which 
i9sued  from  Naniz  the  10th  day  of  Januaxy  last, 
of  every  American  vessel  they  met  having  a. 
cargo  on  board.  The  ground  assigned  by.  the 
commander?  of  those  vessels,  not  verbally  only, 
but  by  certificates  signed  byahemselves,  is,M)eJ 
cause  the  vessel,  so  burnt,- was  bound  taoi-  from 
a  port  of  the  enemy  of  France,  and  this  they 
certify  they  do  by  order  of  the  MinistQ^of  the 
French  Marine,  oeiofi;  precisely  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  put  in  lull  force  against  The  vesaei^i 
of  the  United  .States.  This,  in^rmtttion  ccmes 
to  OS  in  a  sh^gpe  scarcely  questtonahle  f  but  ]|s  the 
Hornet  must  soon  ar4[iye,>and  as  the  'President- 
will  by  her  receive  such  information  as  will  pa( 
the^UDJect  b«yond  a  duubt,  either  in  obe  way  or. 
the  other;  and  as  I  know  that  some  gfentlemen 
are  unwilline  to  Vote  without  officiaf  informi- 
tioD.  1  have  thought  it  most  proper  to  propose  the 
postponement,  until -such  time  as  must  give  us 
such  information. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  sit  down,  it  may  not  be 
fenwortby  of  remark,  ihat  the  .French  burning 

3uadrott  left  France  five  day »  after  the  departure 
the  frigate  Constitution,  at  which  time  (the 
5tb  January)  Mr.  Barlow  W3a:flattered  with  the 
expectation,  that  he  woiild  succeed  rn  every  ob* 
ject  of  his  mission. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said,,  knbwing  aa  he  did  the  did- 
peaition  of  the  SenatCy  he  ahould  profNthly  not 
Jiave  troubled  them  with  any , remarks- on  this 
occaaion,  had  he  not,  in  compliance  with  official 
naage,  and  the  instruetions  of  csommittee,  been 
the  organ  of  a  report  repOgnaiit  alike  to  his  feel- 
iDga  and  opjlnion&-- hostile,  as  he  believed,  to  the 
interest  of  the  nation,  and  adverse  td  the  petition- 
ers, who  were  a  large  body  of  bis  constituents — 
Us  fellow-townsmen,  many  of  whom  he  person^ 
ally  knew — who  were  equal  tp  respectability  to 
any  class  of  citizens  in  the  United  States,  and 
woo  bad  a  deep  interest  in  the  decision  of  the 
qae^tion — a  question  on.  which,  in  many  cases 
would  depend  the  loss  or  preservation  of  the 
fruits  of  many  years  of  their  industry,  and  the 
coQiinM^Dceof  thfir  oceapationa,  and  perhaps  sub- 
aistence,  and  which)  if  .decided  adversely,  might 
reduce  aome  of  them  from  ease  anrd  affluence  to 
penary  and  embariaasment. 


This  claiip  ariseafrom  the^prosecatioo  of  an 
honorable,  a  lucrative  and  accp<«tomed  trade, 
which  had  met  the  approbation  of  Govern oaen^ 
aad  to  the  revenues  of  whichit  had  largely  con- 
tributei)— he  alluded  to  the  trade- with  Great 
Britain.  In  the  prosecution^  of  this  trade  form- 
erly the  merchants  of  the  United  States  were 
almost  invariably  the  debtors ;  they  obtained  their 
goods  on  a  credit  not  unfrequeotly  o(  twelve 
months,  but  for  a. few  years  past  the  course  of 
the  traqe'bad  almost  entirely  changed.  Owing 
to  the  extension  of  cpfamerce— the  difiosion  of 
wealth  and  capttal^ihe  Increase^  ability  of  the 
merchaats  of  the  United  State^the  facilities 
afforded  bv  the  bfinks-:-and  the  unexampled  do* 
pressibn  oi  the  coutse  of  exchange,  the  m^ivhanta 
of  Gr^at  Britain  had  in  their  tura  become  the 
bankers  and  debtors  of  those  ef  the  United  State^ 
the  latter  of  whom  noW  verf  generally^  instead 
of  purchasing  goods  in  E^nj^Jatod,  on  credit,  remit- 
ted exchange  at  the  time  of  furnishing  their 
orders  for  shipments. 

These  orders,  k  i$  very  well  knqWn-toev^y 
man  in  the  sroalleat  degree  conversant  with  the 
trade,, must  be  in  the  .hands  ef  Mie  manufadnrera 
several  months  before  they  can  be  executed, 
being  principally  given  for  articles  calculated  for 
a  particular  market  and  not  suited  for  any  other. 
This  is  more  especially  the  case  with  the  im- 
porters of  hardware  aiid  <lutlef y,  who  are  obliged 
tp  give  their  orders,  s^.  nine,  or  perhaps  twelve 
months  In  advance,  and  scf  soon  as  an  order  is 
delivered,  it  beoomes-a  compact,  which  cannot 
be  dissolved  but  with  tbe-con»entoral]  the- pan* 
ies  engaged  in  it.  Thus  are  situated  some  of  the 
-.petitioners,  several  of  whom  had  transmitted 
their  orders  priof  to  the  issuing  of  the  Pr^idei^t's 
proclametion  of  NovenCiber  2,  1810,  b»t  which 
eould  not  >be- executed  and  got  Keadyfor  aht|^ 
roent'by  the  ^d  of  February,  1^11,  when  the 
trade  was  closed.  tDn.  this  clais  of  -petitioners^ 
the  non-importation  act,  therefore,  hat  a  most 
unjust  and  'com>plete  e;r  post  facto  opeifation— 
they  are  punished  for  the.  prosecution  of  their 
Is^fui  trade,  and  for  not  knowing  what  did  nol* 
exist.  The  claim  of  this  class  of  petitionera,  then, 
is  incontrovertible,  and  if  the  trade  in  to'cootinne 
interdictedi  and  a  sacrifice  is  required  to  be  made 
for  the  public  good,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  nation 
and  not  t^e  individual  to  sustain  it. 

It  has  been  said,  the  merchants  uught  to  have 
been  aware  of  the  state  of  the  country-^that  the 
.Government  gave  them  ample  warding  of  the 
crisis  that  was  approaching,  and-  they  'should 
have  forborbe  their  adventures.  'On  the  contrary, 
sir,  the  Government,  when  it  renewed  the  non- 
importation act,  left  entirely  open  the  export 
trade—- by  so  doing  it  sanctioned  tbtit  trade,  and 
tacitly  invited  the  merchants  to  engage  in  it. 
In  what  did  this  export  trade  consist?  Princi- 
pally in  grain  and  flour  shipped  to  the  ports  pos- 
sessed by  the  Bri|ish  in  Portugal  and  Spain — to 
Lisbon  and  Cadiz.  It  was  well  known  that 
Spain  and  Portugal,  as  countries,  were^evasta- 
ted,  and  whoRy  exhausted.  They  were  utterly 
destitute  of  produce  wherewith  to  make  returns* 
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It  TfAs  perfectly  well 'troderstood  that  paftnents 
could  aiooe  be  rec^red-  by  drafts' •!!  BogUnd-^ 
Ibr  tbeir  ftpeei^  could  not  be  withdrawn  from 
tliefice-*th«  exportation  of  it  i» .prohibited  onder 
Tery  bea^y.  penalties, 'perhaps  capital  ooes-rt he 
only  researoe  then  which  remained  to  realize  the 
property,  if  as  by  bills  t)f  exchange  ftssm  America,' 
and  this  channel  has  completrlj.  failed  for  the 
want  of  objects  in  which- the  parchaser;?  could 
inreat  the/property  aoiotag  as  importations  were 

Srohlbtted.  TJpos,  then,  are  the  merchants  totally 
arred  from  realizing  their  ftinda  arising^ froma 
trade  encouraged  b^  thetr  own  Qo^erament,  and 
the  proceeds  of  Which  hare  entered  in  a  country, 
where  alone,  from  the  nature,  of  that  trade,  it 
could  not  but  betlepositedrand  hence  then  it 
follows,  that  I  be  imporfioff  ^nd  exporting  mer- 
ehants  bairtf  both  a  well-totind^d  claim  on  the 
aid  of  QoTernB&ent  before  war  comraenees,  for 
the  acquisition  of  iheir  property-Tiiideed  Ho  man 
could  rationally  suppose  the  Gomntiient  woiild 
commence'  a  war  With  the  exclusion  of  it.  So 
far  from  it^  that  it  has  becQ  a  generally  receired 
opinion,  if  war  were  actually  intended,  the  pqrts 
or  the  United  ^tates  WQudd  be  first  opened  for 
importations ; 'and  if  it  be  de^^irableo^  the  part  of 
tke  (xorernment,  as  it  seems  to  be  its  wish' to 
'  impress  on  the  people  the  probability  or  certainty 
of  war,  the  doing  i)Hs,  attended  withr  correspond- 
iog  measures  of  preparation,  would  efie^t  it  tauch 
mofe  i^dily  than'  by  any  other  step  that  could 
iM  taken.         .  .        <  :-     , 

But  it  is  said,  the  United  States  *aire  pledged  to 
France..  Trite  and  tiresome  as  this  topic  has 
^ecoifke,  he  must  be  allowed  briefly  to  retrace  it. 
'  By  the  act  oT  May  1,  1810/it  was  provided 
that  in  case  either  Clreat  Bdtaip  or  France 
ahould.  before  the  3d  of  March,  1811,  %o  reroke 
or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  th^y  should  cease  to 
violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  should  declare  the  fact;  and' 
if  the  other  nation  did  not  in  like  manner  revoke 
or  modify  her -edicts  within  three  months  there- 
after, the  reptrtctiona  oh  the  ebmmeree  of  the 
fiatioB  so  rerasing  should  bie  revit ed.  * 

On  the  5th  August,  1810,  tlie  Duke  of  Cadore 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Armstrong  stating  tbkt 
the  decrees  of  France  were  revoked,  and  would 
cease  to  operate  on  thf  1st  of  Noveo^ber  sue- 
'Ceedhig.  ^ ' 

On  the  2d  pf  November  the  President  issued 

bis  proclamation^  declaring  that' the  French  de- 
crees were  revoked,  and  iinpprtations  from  Great 
Britain  subsequently  to  the  3d  of  February,  1811, 
were  of  codsequence  prohibited. 

I  Mn  iiLOTB  said,  in  this  inquiry,  althougb  he 
.«bnndered  the  decisioo  of  the  President  as  ex- 
tremely ilU judged  -and  unfortunate,  be  shotrid 
not  avail  of  his  sution  to  offer  a  direct  insult  to 
4he  highest  authority  of  the  nation.  He  meant 
not  to  impugn  his  mptivea— possibly  the  Prtei- 
dent  imagmed,  (hat  by  conffding  in  the  assurances 
^  the  Fredob  Qovernment,  perfidy  might  be 
lendercd  honest-^that  France  might  for  once 
fulfil  faithfully  the  engagements  she  h^d  entered 
into,  and,  this  being  done^that  tbc  British  Orders 


iu'Ooikocil,  profjBsse'dljf  nod  expressly  predicated 
\rpoQ  the  Beriia  decree,  would  rail  of  isourse,  and 
that  we*  should  thus  happily  get  rid  of  a  system^ 
which  had^  been  a  race  oi  tolly  all  round  the 
compa$s,  equally  as  it  regards  France,  Giseat 
Britain, and  the  United  States;  a  system  in  M^hich 
theae  nations  had  beeofltie  entangled  by  thetr 
pawion8---to  which  they  pertinaciously  (adhered, 
probably  in  .spiie  of  conviction,  to  the  injury  of 
tlieir  subjects  and  citizens,  and  from  which  none 
of  them  has  the  manliness  Or  magnanimity  first 
tacttt  adrift. 

Has  France,  sir,  fulfilled  her  engagement? 
For  proof,  let  meoply  refer  to  the  3d  article  of 
the  Milan  decree,  which  eqacts — ''That  every 
<  shipof  whatever  naticftijbr  whatsoever  the  nature 

*  of  ita  cargo,' which  sails  from  or  proceeds  to  the 
'  ports  of  ESiiglaiJd,  or  those  of  its  colonies,  or  of 
1  coiun tries  oc(h] pied  by  English  tr0.ap»,  shall  be 

*  good  and  lawful  prize,  and  may  be  captured  by 
^  the  ship?  of  wart  Or  privateers' of  France.^  ^  U 
our  commerce  to  such  ports  now  allowed  ?  Have 
these  provistonA  of  the  decree,  ceased  to  be  acted 
upon  f  It  wotild  be  a  libel  upon  the  inteUigenice 
4nd  vigilant-  atteoiioh  of  the  Senate  to  cite  i|i- 
ftanccss  of  their  continued  and  constant  enforee* 
ment.  Qjq  the  importalion  of  Britisli  maaufao- 
tar«s  our  own.  laws,  have  interdicted  the  poasf- 
biKty  of  ^eir  operation  for,  the*  past  twelve 
moAth»— but  captjires  of  veasels  coming  from  and 
going  to  Great  Britainaref^  notorious  to  e^ery  006, 
and  the  shelvea  of  tl^e  Department  of  State  are, 
or  might  be,  lumbereid  with  prbofs  of  the  dailr 
application  of. this  article  df  the  decree  to  Araerf* 
can  vessels,  which  are  captured,  burnt,  or  scuttled, 
from,  and  going  to*  ports  in  Spain  and  Pprtti^l 
in  possession  of?  the  British ;  and  lest  we  should 
not  tjediit  the  accounts  of  our  plundered,  uhship- 

e,  cast-off  seamen,'  arriving  destitute  at  homoi 
we  should  not  "credit  the  solemn  depositions 
of  xhh  n^asters  and  nfates  of  v^ssseU  that  hare 
been  taken^  and  destroyed-^lest  we  should  not 
credit  tl^e  testimony  of  insurance  complies  who 
"have  paid  forty,  fitty,  or  sixty  thousand  dollara 
on  single  losserof  this  descriptiott'^-*-le8t  pervar- 
sioas  olr  incredulity  should  not  even  oredit.all 
these  witn!Q!S8e9-*in  order  to  fasten  the  outrage 
upon  US)  insult  is  added  to  injury-*-and  the  com- 
maiider  of  the  destroying  squadron,,  scarcely  a 
month  since,  under  his  owo.liands,  certifies  the 
facta^  and  tells-,  you  he  does  thi%  not,  sir,  for*  his 
own  Mcurity,  not  to  prevent-  information  of  his 
course  b/eing  given  to  his  enemies,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  express  orders  from  the  Minister,  of 
Marine  and  of  Colonies,  so  late  even  as  January 
last;  and  avows  his  instructions  to  be,  to  captore 
or  destroy  all  vessels  bound  to  or  from  Great 
Britain^  or  her  dependencies^  or.  eountriea  in  her 
possession.  In  other  words,  to  carry  into  full 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  Beriin  decree^  After 
this,  who  will  pretend  that  the  decrees  haveceased 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 

*0n  the  ship  Tdegraph  done,  bound  from  New 
York  to  Lisbon,  destroyed  by  two  French  frigates,  the 
iaaunuMe  offiee  in  .thai  city  paid  aizty  thMwaad  doUaok 
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jStates,  or  that  tbey  owe  any  oblig«itiop.  express  or 
impKed,  except  that  of  vengfeance,  to^fanee? 

■  What,  sir,  would  be  the  effect  of  a  suspensioi^ 
of  the  noD-importatioii  acton  oarselvee?  In.eix 
niooths  aft^r  iroportation^  were  admitted,  or  in 
three  months  after  it  ^as'  fully  1(nown,  if  war 
was  also  expected,  it  would  replenish  your  coffers 
by  placing  ten  mrllions  of  doUars  in  the  Treasury -V 
it  wodd  strengthen  yourtderchantSi  and  might  en- 
able them,  by  getting  their  property  from  abroad, 
to  eo-aperate  with  the  GoTernment,  ahd  to  ad- 
vance double  the  amount  of  the  ioani  recently  at- 
tempted to  be  raised,  the  result  of  which,  as  it 
regardsindividual  subscriptions,  has  disappointed 
eTery  political  man  in  Ibe  nation,  whsierer  may 
be  his  tenets.  Indeed,  if  war  be  inevitaltfe,  no 
■uin  in  his  senses  can  deny  that  it  wk>utd  be 
Jiighly  expedient->-^tfaat  it  would  be  greatly  for 
the  interest.of  the  United  States  if  eVery  goin^ 
in  th«  British  exchequer,  if  every  sfaitling'slrorih 
ofmerchandisefn  her  kiDgdom,'were  transported 
to  this  country  ewta  on  credit*  If  this  were  the 
case,  it  would  afbrd  the  means  of  commeQcidg 
•ad  continuing  .the  war  with  better  effect,  «nd 
longer  daration  if  needful,  and  Would  enlist  ih 
your  favor  ft  powerful  body  of  meaan  that  couur 
try,  who  would  constantly  be  iidrocatiog  ydur 
€ause,  and  urginr  the  termtaaiion  of  ifrar  and 
the  settlement  of  peace.  R^Terse  the  picture, 
and  tiujterdict  the  recovery  of  this  property-r-you 
weaken  yourselves^ mpoveriih  your  me^hants 
at  the  outset— alienate  their  affections  from  their 
O'Wn  Qovernment—ihsure  their  endeavprs  to  force, 
ybtt  into 'a  Speedy  and  perhaps  almost  dishonor- 
able peace ;  and  instead  of  securing  the  i^flueqce 
of.  the  Bnxish  merchants  and  oMnafaeturers  in 
your  favor,  and  in  fiivor  of  peace,  yoU'Off^Mbem 
a  bribe,  to  encourage  ^and  protract  the  war,  in 
order  that  they  may  hold  the  large  ft^ount  of 
American  property  now  in  their  httnds,  for  their 
own  use  and.  on  .their  owni  terms,  with  or  without 
iaterest,  during  its  continuance. . 

.Seeing,  then,  that  no  pledge,  real,  honorary,  or 
imaginary,  towards  France,  for  a  |>ersi8tence  itt 
these  restrictions,  does  or  can  exisi-- that  the 
.merohaiHs  of  the  United  Stales  have'  a  just, and 
equitable  claim  for  a  suspension  of  them,  and 
that  such  suspeasion  would  in  his  opinion  greatly 
benefit  the  interest  of  the  country,  he  felt  it  his 
doty  to  move,  whatever  fate  might  await,  the 
motion,"  That  the  memorial  of  t be  merchants^  of 
'  Boston  be  %gaio  referred  to  a  cemihittee,  with 
'  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
■*  petitioners.^ 

Tiie  question  on  postponement  was  now  ukeo, 
and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yei(s  18, 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yjias— Messrs,  Bibb,  GampbeH  of  Tennessee,  Con- 
dit,  Cnwford,  Cutts,  Gregg,  Leib,  Rohinson,  Smith  of 
MaiylaQdr  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail,  Tamer,  Yarnam. 

NAMtr-Messn.  Gennan,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Lloyd,  and  Worthingtflo. 

TauasDAT,  May  7. 
The  bill  to  adaut  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the^ 
United  Statess  on  oertain  eonditioiis  liaviag  baan* 


reported  by  the  CommHXee  leorreetly 'engrossed', 
.wasread  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An. act  to  trnaeiC  a  part  of 
West  Florida  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  svas 
ytad  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  iMlect  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  raport  thereoa ;  aad-Measrs. 
Campbell  of  Tenaesaeer  Batard,  and  Tait,  were 
appointed  the  eopimittee: 

The  Senate*  resumed,  as'  in  Committee' of  the 
Whole,'the  consideration^ of  (h^  bill  for  the  relief 
of  iSinian  Pinkney.  And  oa.tbe  question,  Shatf 
this  bill  bte  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it 
•was  detfrmined  in  the  affirmative* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comapiittee  of  the 
Whole,.the-conciderati6nof  the  bill,  entitled,  ^j6^n 
act  for  ihe  relief  of  thoma^  E.  Reddicli  f  ai|d  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  riding. 

On  inotioQ.  the  biD,  entitled  "  Atf  aet  to  inoot- 
pdrate  the  .Trustees  of  the  Washiagton  CbUege^'^ 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to.eonsidar  anil 
report  thefteon ;  and  M^rs.  Dai»a,  WoRTama- 
TON,  and  BRBiiT)Wer^  appointed  vhecommitiee. 


JFRiDAY^May  8. 

A  mes^aae  from  the  House  of  RepreaesMattves 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  Ml,  entitled  ".An  act  to'amei^d  an  aet,  eaiifled 
^An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster'^  department, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  in  wiiich  they  reqaast  the 
coi^Qlirrence  of  the  Senate, 

The.  bill  last  jnentioned  wis  read,  and  fiaaaed  4o 
the  second  4^iag.'.  '^'^  ' 

Mr.  ANnEMi80N,.from  the  committee  to  wiiofla 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  Anactlor  liie  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the  ordnance j'V reported  it  witb 
an  amen4meat,  which  was  considettd  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  agrecSd  to,  and  the  Pre- 
sident reported  the  bill  to  ihe  HOttseaocordingly. 

Qn  the  Question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  as  Amended  Vit  «vts  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

^Mr.  Anobr0om,  from  the  coaimiltee  to  ii^ora 
wa:^  refer^d  the  bill,  entitled  *>  Ap  act  makiar 
further,  provision  lor  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  with  an  acoendment,  which 
was  considered  ^ea  in  Committee' of  ihe  Whole, 
and  agfeed  to ;  and  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the'  House  accordingly. 

On  the  Question,  S£iill  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  asamendea  1  it'was  determined  in  tha  affirm- 
ative.. 

Mr.  CAHPaELL,  of  l^ennesaee,  from  the  eomolit- 
tee  to  whoni  icas  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^  Aa 
act.  to  annex  ^  part  of  West  Florida  to  the  Miaais- 
sipfti  Territory,.". reported  it  with  an. amendment^ 
which  was  cp^sidered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  President  reporlod 
the  bill'to  the  House  accordiofi^V. 

jOn  the  question,  fihaU  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  asamended  9  it  was  determined  in  theaffirm*. 
ative* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nioiaa  Pinkney  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  Committee  'cerreeH|r 
engrossed,  was  read  a  tl^ird  timc^  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  ldlr«,AiiDBReON,  Mi.  Pops  waa^ 
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added  to  tW  eommatee  to^whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "  Aq  9ct  makiog  additioD$il  appr^^ 
priations  Jbr  the  support  of  UoverDoieot  for  the 
year  1812,"  in  the  abaence  of  Mr.  Leib. 
.  Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  com nprittee,. reported 
the  bill  last  j^entipned,, without  further  amend- 
ment. .    \ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this,brll  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,?  it  was  determi'oed  in  the  affir- 
mative.'       '  \     -.  .    • 

Mr.  Pops  submitted  Hho  fbUewinf  motion  for 
ooosideriltion :    *  ^    -  ^ 

Whereas,  the  condiiet  of  the  Frendi  Ge^ernmenV 
in  failing:,  to  mike  ^ottipetisation  for  the  property  of 
the  dtiaetfa  of  the  United*  St^lea,  aeiied  and  eonfia* 
oated  under  ttia  JUmboniliet  decree,  in  the  year  1810, 
m  eKeMiag  from  France,  by ^enotmoardifcnmiAatiag 
dvtiea,  oar  tobaoeo  and  eotfoii,  the  principal  aiticlea'of 
export  in  the  southflm  and  soliJtliivBstern  parts  of  the 
Unit^  dtate%  coatraiy  to  onr  iast'ezpecti|tiohs,'aar 
thonaed  /by  the  aaauranoea  of  her  Minister; 'besides 
granting  licenses  to  corty  on  a  trade  ffdn  certain  ports 
of  the  United  States,  so  disrespect&l  to  the  feelings, 
so  derogatory  to  the  sovereignty  of- an  independent 
nation;  and  the  recent  and  repeated  aggressions  of. 
her  public  and  private  armed  vessels  on  the  lawful 
commerce  Of  the  United '  States ;  demand,  from  the 

/impartiality,  honor,  and  dignity  of  this  €royernme^|^ 
a  msavowal  of  the  arraAgment  made  with  her,  whicn* 
took  effect  on  the  8d  day  of  November,  1810,  a  pjieas- 
ure  calculated  to  inspire  general  eonfidtoce  and  fe- 
epect,  and  to  oonvinoos  every  trne  Apaericaa  that  the 
obfeet  of  his  Government-  ia,  lo  unite  the  people  in  a 
manly  Ameri^n  eilcirt  to'  ftmfi  foMga  aggrossion : 
And  whereas  many  4tf  our  clliaeifs,  under,  an  e^pcNota- 
tioit,  or,  at  least,  a  hope,  of  a  change  ii|  dixr  relationff 
witb  Great  Brltaini  bave,.inv  the  eoufse,  of  trade,  ac- 
quired property  abroad  not  adtnissible  ^hy  existing 
lawa  into  the  United  States,  the-importaliott  of  which 
it  is  reasonable  and  expeoientto  permit;  expedient, 
because  it  will  not  only  'prevent  injuries  ancT  loss  to 
many  of  bur  citizensy  bat  aid  onr  fidances,  cheapen  the 
public  supplies  until  a  sufficiency  can  bo  procured  of 
home  manufacture,  and  lessen  the  necessity  of  inter- 
nal taxes, to  carry^oii  the  war  in  which  we  may  be  en- 
gage({  with  Great  Britain :  therefore,  ' 

Eesoivedr  That  the  act,  entitled  *<An  act  conoerning 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 

'  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  ^e  first  day  oif 
May,  1810,  except  the  section  thereof;  all  the 

force  and  eflbct  of  the  President's  proclamation,  issued 

in  virtne  thereof,  on  the  —  day  of ,  in  the  siame 

year;  and  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary  tb 

^  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  Ui^ted' States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  and  their. dependencies,  and  fiNr.  other 
purposes,"  passed  en  the;'  second  day  Of  March,  1811, 

nought  to  be  Tepealed,  amraUed,  and  set  aside  ;^and  that 
a  cofnmittee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  tfiat 
purpose. 

Monday,  May  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act, 

.eatitied  ^Aa  «ot  to.  establish  a  quartermaster's 

department,  and  for  pther  purposes^f'  was  reM  the 

ae^fliad  t»ffie,«Bd  rofei;r«d>t6  a  select  oommhtee; 


to  cohsider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  An- 
OBRSON,  YkrHVH,  and  Taylob,  were  appointed 
the  committee.' 

.  The  bill,,  entitled  *^An  act  making  additioni^l 
appropris^tiQns  for  the  aupport  of  Go.verument  for 
the  year  1813,"  was  read  a  third  tioxe  asameo^ded, 
a&d  passed.       .       '    ^ 

The  amendment  to  the  hill,  entitled  "i^irot 
.making' further '  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  Stat^,"  haying  b.een  reported  by  tne  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed^  the  rbill  was  read  it 
third  tigve  as  amended,^  and  passed  With  an  amend- 
menL 

The  amendipent  to  the  bill,  entitle J  "An  act 
io  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  having  be^qi  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  tis^  as  amended;  and,  on  motioo,  the 
title  was  amended  .so  as  to  fead  as  follows :  "An 
act. to  enlarge. the  boundaries  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory." 

JResalved,  That  jthis  bill  pass  with  ameodmeots. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance,"  having 
been  reportecl  by  the  committee  cocreetly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend* 
i3d;.Jina,  on  motioDv  b]^  Mr.  ANnRaaoN,  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  unanimous  consent,  \ 

Itesolvejii  Tha(  this  bill  pass  with  amendiQenta. 

Me..Gr£G0,  frofb  the  committee  to  whom  wa^ 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act.toexteod  tb^ 
right  of  suffrage  in .  the  Illinois  TerritoryJ'  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 
'  Mr.  Camfbell,  of  Tenoessef,  {presented  the 
'petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  said  Territorfi 
on*  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  bill^  which  was 
read,  and  the  further  consideration  Of  the  subject 
was  po$tpoaed  UQtil  to-morrow.  * . 

Mr.  tvOBTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
/whom-Was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
vidifi^  for  the  government  of  tbe.Ter/itory  .of 
Louisiana,"  reported  it  wit|i  amendments.  . 
;  Mr.  WoBTHiNGToy  si|bmitted  the  .following 
motion  for  consideration :        .     •  ' 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire, 
if  any,  what^  further  provision  is  necessary  to  conpel 
the  resideiice  ahd  attendance  of  Territorial  judges  in 
their  respective  Territories,  with  leave  to  report  by  blU 
or  otherwise. 


.  TuBBPAY;  May  12. 

Mr.  Bayard  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leaveto  bring  in' a  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  apt  for  the  admission  of 
the  ^ate  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to 
e](tend  fhe  lawn  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
State.".  •       .       • 

Mr.  GitBQo  presented  the  memorial  pf  certain 
persons,  sirbiects  of  the  Crown  pf  Portugal,  aa4 
masters' of  Portuguese  vessels,  which  arrived  at 
the  port  of  PbiladelpiMB  since  the  passage 'of  the 
last  embargo  law,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
cargoes  of  flour  and  other  provisions,  and  praying 
to  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  poets  of  their  owa 
country  inrith  such  outgoes. 
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Oq  tnotioD,  by  Mh  GNeog,  fh^  merqorial  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  .fire 
meinbers,  to  consider  ai^d  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise';  and  Messrs.  Gregg,  ANOBRseN, 
Bayard,  Campbele,,  of  Tennessee;  and  Taylor, 
were  appointed  the  oonimittee.- 

On  fBotioD,  by  Mr.  German,  the  Tnemorial  ,of 
Chflfrles  Selden;  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  presented. on  the  22d  A^>rii,  was 
also  referred  to  the  committee-  last  m^ntioned^  to 
consider  iftnd  report  therepn  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Seriate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Worthinoton, 
which  was  amended  and  agreed  to,' as' follows:    . 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  if  any,  what,  further  provision  is  neces- 
sary to  compel  the  riesidence  and  attendance-  of 
judges  in  their  respective  circuits,  district's,  and 
territories,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otlier- 
wise ;  and  also  into  the  propriety  of  prohibitinjg^ 
the  judges  .'from  practising  in  the  State  courts.  .^ 

drdered,  ,Thnt  Messra.  BayArd,  Worthing- 
TON,  and  CAMPBELt)  of  Tennessee,  be  the  coni'^ 
mittee.    '  h      .   • 

A  message  from  the  Hou^  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Seilate  that  they  have  passed  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken  6ftbe  popu- 
lation of  the  Mississippi  Territory,' in«whicn  res- 
olution they  now  request,  the  coacnrrence  of  the 
Senate.  .      *   • 

The'  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  8th  instfeinXj  by  Mr.  Pope,  on 
the  sulnect  of  oomttterieialrestrictipEfs. 

On  the  question,  Shall  .this  resolution  pass?,  it 
was  determined  iQ  ihp  negative— yeas  8/  nays  15, 
as  follows: '       .. 

iTxAs — Messrc  .  Bayard,  Dana,  Gernian#  Gikdan, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Pope,  and  WorUimgton. 

NATS-^Measrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell,  ofTen^ 
nettee,  Gondit,  Crawford,  CutU,  Gaiilard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Vanram. 

Wi^oNESDAY,  Maiy  13.  > 
The  ndmber  of  Senators  present  not  being  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  quorum,  on  motion,  that 
the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  determined  in  the' 
affirmative^yeair  8,  nays  5.  as  follows  : 

YxAs — Messijiu  Bibb,  Crawford,  Gaillard,  Oilman* 
Gregg,  Robinsoh,  Tait,  and  Yarn  am. . 

Nats— Measra.  Bayazd>  German,  Horsey,  Taylpr, 
and  Wofthington. 

.Tbursoay,  May  14.        >    ^ 
The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cabse  a  densus  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  the  Mississippi  -Territory^ 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,''  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  -the  select 
committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  ameild-J 


ment,  th^  President  reported  the  1>]ll  to  the  House 
accordingly.    •  '    '  .    "  . 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  he*  read  a*  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  WoBTHiKG^ON,  from  the  tsommfttee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  m 
ascertain  and. establish  the  western  boundary  of 
the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  th^  jpoilitary 
bounties' aHowed  to  the  i^cers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  line  on  continental  jestabtiah ment," 
reported  it^Mtb  amendments.  '  .  , 
'  The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Cotjamiltee  of  the 
.Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  providing  fo|  the  government  of  fhje  Terri- 
tory of  Louisiana^"  togeti^er  wriih  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  jsel^ct  con^ittee : 
and  having  agreed 4l)erQto,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  aeeordtngly;  and  the  bill 
•#as  further  aiiAended ;  and.^  .on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Tait,' the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned, until  to-n^orrow.-  '  '       I 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Informed  the*  Senate  that  l,he  House  have  passed 
the  bill,. which. otiginated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the.  town  of 
Alexandria,  .by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
'chanics'  Bank  ef  Alexandi^ia,^'  with  amendments, 
in  Which  4 hey  request  the  concmrrence  of  the 
Senate. 

^  Mj.  Worth iNdTON,  frop  the  committee  to 
Whom  was  referred  the  hiJI,  entitled  ^^An  act  to 
antfaoNze^  the  election  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,,  and  for  other  poriMafes,"  .reported  it 
viih  ami(iidment^. 

Mr*  Bayard  ashed  Mtd  obtained  lea vt  lo  bring 
in  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  admisafon  of  the  State  of  Loaisiana 
into  the  Utti6n,.and  to  extend  the  lawa  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said'Stlite;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  pclssed  to  ihe  second  ireadipg. 

Mr.  PofE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  .'^An  aol  for  the  relief  of 
John  N.  Stout,"  reported  it  without' amendment; 
and  the  bill  wasordered  tb  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington  ^  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to,  consider  the  amend- 
menu  of  the  House  of  Represeotativea  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *lAo  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the 
town  of  Al^zandriiL,  by  the  name. and  style  of 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,''  aaa  eo»> 
carred  therein.  < 

Fbiday,  May  15. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  lUinuis 
Territory,  and  for  c^her  purposes,"  Jiaving  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engroased, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amemM,  and 
passed.    •  / 

Mr.  Batabd,  frem  tbeeomtniuee  appoiat^  to 
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jider  the  stibject  repotted  a  Wli  reaped inif 
judges  of  the  United  States;  a nd^  tbe  bill' 


consider 

the  ,     _ 

was  read,  and  passed  to  the  set^nd  readtngi 

The  fe^olufion  aothoriziAg  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  ^ikeo  of 
.the  popot^itlonof  fbe  Missi8i>ippi  Territory  was 
readlbe  second -time.         ' 

A  messirge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Se^nate,  entitled. 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  PreMdent  of  the  UniCed* 
Stales  to  ascertain  and  dej^i^imte  certain  honnda- 
ries.''  i^ith  an  amendment;  in  i^hieh  they  re- 
quest the  eoDCorrence  of  th^  Senate. 

The  Setiatt*  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameiuf- 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  tbe  bill 
last 'mentioned  ;  ana  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  authorizing:  an  Increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bjink  of  Wasbiogton,  was  read  the 
sec oirdf  time.' 

The  bill,  entitled'^'An  act  for  fhe^relief  of  John 
N.  Stout,'*  Was  read  a  t<jird  time,  and  j^assed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  ctet,' entitled  '*An 
aet  for  the  adttaission  nf  the  State  of  Louisiana' 
into  the  UnioQ,  and  to  extend  the  law^of  thci 
United  Statek  to  the' said  State,*^  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committeeof 
the  Whote. 

On  the  question,  ShaH.  Ibis  ImI!  be  fenffrossed 
zn^  read  a*  third  time  )  it  was  determined  In  the 
affirmatire.     . . 

Th«  bitf  last  racfnlioned  h^riBg  been  repeated 
by  the  committee  eorrectfy  engrossed,  it  tra^Vead 
a  third  thne  by  utranim^DUs  consent,  a«d  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  providing  for  the  govern- 
raeat  of  the  Territory  of  Lfouisiapa,"  as  amended; 
add  the  bill  was  further  atoended. 
'  Ob  the  question,  Shall  this  bill.be  read  a.third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  .lietermined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


MoiiflAy,.May  18.  • 

Th«  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiiteje  of  the 
Whole,  the  consiideration  of  the'  bill,  emitled  "An 
iet  to  ascertain  and  estaUiahtbe^westfero  bound- 
ary  of  the  tract  reterved  for  satisfying  the  mili- 
tary bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  aoldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on-  continental  establish- 
meat,**  together  with  the'  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee,  which  w^re. 
agreed  to;  and  the  bill  fiavin^^  been  further 
ameBded,  the'  President  reported  it  to  lb?  House 
accordingly. 

Oa  the  qnestion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  aaameiided1.it  was  determine'd  in  .the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill*  reapfeoting  the' jud^  of  the  United; 
States'  was  read  the  sepond  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  bf  Represeutalives 
informed  the  Seoate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  eotftled  ^'Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Thoioas 
and .  William  Siteshly,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  r^neat  the  eoncarrenoe  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 'They  have  also  paaadlji  hiilj  eDtitled.*^Att  i 


aet'lbt  the  teKef  6f  Atma  YoQng,^  heiress  and 
representative  of  Col.  John  ]>iirl^e;  deeeased," 
in  which  bill  they  •request  ihe  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

Tl^e  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

,  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
i^ent  of  the  House  o^  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  *'Aii  act  for  4he  relief  of  Tboroab  and 
'William  Streshly,"  and^eoncurred  therein.    >- 

The  .'Senate  resumed,  as  iti  Committee  of  the 
Whole,'the  bill,  euM lied  "An  "act  to 'authorize  the 
election  of  sheriffs  in  the  India ifa  territory,  and 
for  other  purposes^"  together  with  the  amend' 
ments  reported  by  the  select  committee;  and 
having,  agreed  thereto,  iii  part,  4 he  further  con- 
lideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mprrow. 

The  resolution'anthorizing^the  Presideot'of  the 
United  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken  of 
•the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was 
resumed. 
.    Ordered^  That  it  pass  te  the  third  readinj^. 

Mr.  C^REGO  presented  sundry  petitions,  signed 
by  a  large'  number  of  persons  residing' in  the 
coontyNof  Philadelphia,  and  Sute  of  Peansyl- 
vania,  depreeatmg  the  horrors '.of  wai',  and  pray- 
ing the  united*effort»  of  Cengreas  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United- Statesfor  the  ooatiauation of 
the  blessings  of  p^ace; 

Mr.  WoRTflixtoTOM  gave  noticb  that  to-mor- 
row he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  la  a  bill  making 
further,  provision  for  the  sale  or  the  reserved  sec- 
tions orland  ip  the^  State  of  Ohio,  an<jl  to  dis- 
tribute certain  copies  of  the  land  laws. . 

TuasDAv,  May  19.    . 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  apt  for  the  relief  of 
Anna  YooniTi  heiress  and  representative  of  Coi- 
oaei  5ohir  Dqrkee,  deceased,''  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Qood- 
BioB,  GktBOo,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  eom- 
mittee.  . 

.  Mp.  WoHTtfiNGTON  a^ked.  and  obtained  leave 
to  bfing  in,a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  the  reserved  sections  of*  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohkij'and  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the 
land  laws ;  and ,  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  s^ond  reiiding. 

Mr:  Batabb,  froip  thej  committee  to  whom 
n^as  referred  the  bi)l  to  discbarge  from  imprison- 
ment the  persons  thereiit  mentioned,  reported  it 
without  ameodn^enu     . 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  caitoe  a  census  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  the  Misaiasippi  Territory,, 
was  read  a  third  time. . 

On  iBotion,  by  MK  W'OBTBiiioToif.  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  eel^t  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
poK' thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  WoBTBrno* 
TON,  and.BATABD,  wereappointed  the  committee. 
'  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'Anfact 
TOv|dingfor  the  governnient  of  the  Territory  of 
iCNiisiaaa,''  ^having  beeB  repdrted  by  Ihe  com- 
mittee correctly  eagroiaed,  the  bill  was  .'read  a 
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tbird  time  as  amcDided,  f^ad  was  |iirtii«r  aownded 
by  uDattiDjious  o(>dsent. 

Eesolpedf  That  this.bill  pas8,.wU:h  afDeodment^.' 

Tbe  amendraems  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''Aii'«et> 
to  ascertain  and  estabiiah  tlie  western  boundary 
of  the  tract  reserved  for  ftatisfyiog  the  ^nili'tary 
bounties  allowed,  to  the  officers  aad' soldiers. of* 
the  Vireinia  Hn^  on  continental  establish inent" 
having  oeen  reported  by  tbe^committee  correctly 
engross^,  the  lurther  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next.  ; 

Mr.  ANDj&RaoNf  from  tne  eoroinittee  to  whom 
was  referred'  the  bilK  entitled  "An  act  to  amtmd 
an  act,  entitled' 'An  act  to-  establish, a- quarter- 
master's departtne&t,  and  for  other  purppses,'^  re- 
ported it  amended.  .  ., 

The  Senate  re&iimed,  as  in  Committee  of  th^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  Ahe  bill,  e.n titled  ^'An 
aot  to  authorize  the  election'  of  sheri^s  in.the  In- 
diana Territory,  aifd  for  ^ther' purposes." 

On  Enotion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  post4>oned  until  Th^ir^ay 
Bext. 

The  consideration  of  .the  bill*,  respecting  the. 
judges  of  the  United  State&.-was  resumed ;  and, 
on  the  question,  ShaJL  thi^  bill  be  eB£rosse4  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  ii^  the  af- 
firmative. >       t     / 


THDRSDAYj.May  21. 

The  bill  making  further  provision ibr. the  sale, 
of  the  reserved  sections  ^f  land  intbp  Stfite  of 
Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the  land 
laws,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  the*  judges  of  the  United 
States  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,^  was  read  ^  third  time,.9n4 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  a(;t  to  aseert|nn  and  es- 
tablish the  Western  boundirry  of  jthe  tract  re- 
served for  satisfy ihg  the  ntUitary  ^ounHes  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  continental  establishment."  wa^  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  .pas?^  with  amendr 
ments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed.the  Senate  th^t  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the.  bill,  entitled 
^*An  act  providing  for  the  goyernmept  of  the 
Temtory  of  Louisiaoi,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  cequest-th^  cancurrenee  of  the  Bed- 
ate.  .They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  <^An  act 
making  further  provision  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiaba;"' also,  a 
bilfy  entitled  ^*  An  act  making,  ato  appropriation 
.  lor  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  outstanding 
claims  for  the  cofistructmn  and  repair  id  the 
Capitol  and.  the  President's  house,  for  the  eom- 
pensatipn  of  ^he  late  surveyor  of  the  public  build- 
ings, and  for  furniture  for  the  difiereni  apart- 
menu  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  Qoncorrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bijls  last  mentioned  were,  reaci,  and 
.pasMd  to  the  se^oii4  reading. 


The  Seimte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of-  rhe  bill  to  discharge 
frota  imprisonment  t)ie  persons  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  Mr.  Vabndm  .was  requested,  to  take 
the  chair ;  and  the  bill  having  been  debated,  tbe 
President  resumed  thie  fihair^  and  Mr.  Varhum 
reported,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  that 
the  hiU  be  postponed  to  the  £frst  Monday  in  De- 
cember next;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
report,  it  was  deternnned  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
16,  nays  5,  as  follows ;       ' 

YsAB — Hessra.  Anderson*  Bayard^  B2bb»  Campbell 
of  Tennessee^  Condit,  Crawford,  GaiUard«  Gooibieh, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  7^1^  Tayior^  tamer,  Yar- 
flum,  and  Worthington.  « 

Nats«— Messrs.  Dana^  6emia[ta«  I^eiby'Reed,  and 
Smith  of.  New  York.     .  > 

'.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  aet.  to  amead  an 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's 
department,  and*  fbr  otber  -purposes^''  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  by  the  select  «oaa- 
mittee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  HousejaccordingJy. 

On  the  question,  Sball  this  bill  be  read  a  tbird 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative, .        1.        . 

The  atnendment  to  the  bill  .last ,  mentioned, 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  oorreetly 
engrossed,  it  was  read  a  third  time  bynnaoiiBQ  us 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House. of  Representatiyes  to  the 
amendmenXjC  of  the. Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^*  An>  act  providing  for  the  government  of  ihe 
Territory  of  LouisUlaa ;"  and  concurred  thereto. 

The  coiosiden^tion  of  the  hill^  entitled  ^'An  act 
to  authorize  the  election  of.  sberifis  in  tbe  Indi- 
ana Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  re- 
sumed; and,  on  the  quj^stioi),  Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended  7  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative.* 

'  The  bill  authorizing  an  increase,  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was  resumed; 
and  the  further  consideratioii  thereof  w«a  post- 
poned until  Monday  tiekt. 


,      Friday,  May  22. 

The  amendments  toahe. bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  election  of  sheriOi)  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  questioQ,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the.  negative. 

•The  bill,*enti^led  *^An  act  t^oaking  further  pro- 
vision for  settling- the  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Loai^ana," -was  read  the'se<(ond  time, 
'and  referred  to  4i  select  committee,  io  considM* 
and  re^rt  tbereofj ;  ^and  Messrs,  yAnnnM,  Won- 
THrNOToti,  and  BaaifT,  were  appointed  the  com- 
«ii4tee., 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  «n  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  disqhargt6g  all  il» 
eatatnoding  claims  6>r  the  comi^racUoafmd  repair 
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i^        of  tbeGapitol  vki  the  Pretfidetti^  iuMMe,  jfor  iJbe 

'        eonroeni^tioa  of-Uie  Isle- surveyor  of  ike  ^blic 

'        bailtfiogs,  and  for  /orDhore  for  the  difierebt  apartn 

'       nieiits  of  tbe  Oftptc<rf,  tfnd  for  oth^  purposes)'' 

'        WM  read  tbe  seepad  time,  ;aad  referred  to  a  select 

'        committee,  to  consider  and  report  tJrareon ;  and 

Messrs,  Tatlob,  Diak  a,  and  Rbbd,  wareapppiiited 

tbe'eomimtlee*        .-     .  . 

.   TheSeiuute  f esunsed,  as  in  CoBH^iittee'Of  the 

'       Whole,  the  foiH  making  further  jprorrisipn  for  ih^ 

sale  of  die  rcserTcd  seeiions  of  land  in  the  StAte 

I       mf  Ohio,  and  to  distribiste  eertatn-  copies  of  |he 

]and4aw»v.aiid  the  fprth^r  consideratiBii  lhere<{f 

^       W88  postponed  aolil  Monday  next.  . 

Mr.  VARiiiaf  g^ve  .notice  that,  on  Monday  b tot, 
he  should  ask  ieare  to  hriitg  in  «  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  an  aeiy  edtided*  "An  act  more  ettectoaiiy 
te  providtf  for  the  orffanizationof  tbe  miiitia  of 
the  District  of  Cotumhia." 


Moil D4T,  May  95.  ''  , 
Mr.  VABirirM  asked  and  obtaiodd  leave  to  bring 
in  a  hill,  spp^lementary  to  an  act)  entitled  **An' 
aettdore  elfectnaliy  to  provide  fpLthe  oi^niaa-. 
tion  of  the  militta  of  the  District  of  Columbia  9". 
and  tbe  bill  was  twice  ^rea^d  by  aoanimotts  ooo-. 
senty.aad  iraCerred  toaseieet  comio4itlec^  to  ^ood-*" 
sider  nod  report  ihereen^  and, Messrs.. VABNOlf, 
Smith  of  Mafyl^nd,  and  ANDBBsoit,  iwejte  ap- 
pointed the  cenunittee. 
The  epBsideratidtt  of  |he  bill.  .makiBg' f|irther 

Eo vision  foir  the^le  of  the  reserved  aecliops  of 
Ddin  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  end  10  dieUihate  cei^' 
tain  copied  of  the  laud  laws,  was  resumed. 

Oo'  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  enfressed. 
BQd  read  the  thisd  time?,  it  was  determined  iq 
<he  Hffirmatiye.* 

TDEeoAY,  Miky  26. 

-The  Pbbbidbbt  .comsnuDicaied  the  resolutions 
of  the  citiKenaof  the  first  Congressional  Distsict 
of  Pennaylvnoia,  approbating  the  measures, of 
Government  in  the  preparatioos.  for.  war  with 
<}lfeat  ^BritaiD, .and  partvcnlarly  the^  eoodnct.  of 
their  Representatives  in  Congress;,  which  wi»e 
rend. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the  act 
supplemenlary  to  the  set,  entitled  ''An  act  pro? 
riding  ^^  a^ Naval  Peaee  Establishment^  an^  for 
other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
see,  who  shall  be  etapc^vered  to  report,^  hy  bill  or 
etherwiee/such  ameadinefits  as  way  be  deemed 
Bacesaarytharetos  and  Mesf  rs.  Smitb  of  iV(aryland.. 
GoofittioB,  Abbbbboi^  Qailuabo^' and  Gnfiaa, 
w«re  «p)pointed  the  committee.   '.     .    -     , 

The  bill  auihoriziog  aninojease  of  ^he  capital 
stock  of  the  Benk  of  WaahiBgton^waa  resuo^ed  i 
Bttd.  the  further  cottsidesatioB  thereof  was  post^ 
pooed*  until  Monday  next« 

The  biU  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  the  reserved  eectiont  of  land  in  4h^  Slate  of 
Ohio,  nnd  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the  land 
laws,  having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor^ 
raetly  engrossed,  was  read  e  third  time^  and<pitfsed. 


^  The  folkMriag  Message  was  •  ireeei  ved  bom  the 

PBBeiBBMT  or  THB  UllITBD  Statb4  : 
Tithe'jSamteandlbuteof 

RepnuntoHMi  0/ ike  VkiUd  Statu.'  ,     ,   . 

I  oomiaunicste  to  «Cpiignss,  for  their  inlonsatioo, 
copies  and  e^UscU  from  the  ODmspondence  of  the  Sec-  ' 
retaiy  of  State  and  the  Minister  Plenipoteatisyy  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris.  These  documents  will  place 
before  Congress  the  actual  posture  of  our  relstion» 
with  Pjsnce,  JAMES  MADISON. 

Mat  26,  181«.    . 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  wererjead,  and  twelve  hundred  copies  thereof 
ordered  tabe  printed  for  (he  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  fcom  the  House  of  Represeotatii^es 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  haVe  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  conferring  certain  powers 
on  the  Levy  Court  for  tHe  county*  of  Washington, 
in  theDj^strict  of  Columliia;"  iq  which  bilUhey 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.      . 

The  bill  last  mentioned^  was  read,  an^*  passed 
lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,' o(MaryIapd> submitted  tbe  follow- 
iirg  mptio\i  for' consideration; 

<*  RuoUnd,  Th^t  the  Secretsiy  ofWsr  be  diiscted  lo 
repor^  to  the  9enste  the  number  of  mcaa  ordered  to  1>e 
supplied  by  each  fitate  for  the  purpose  of  completityg 
their  respective  quotas  uu4er  the  act  of  the  presentees^ 
sion,  entitled  *iai  act  to  authori;Ee  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  pf  the  UaitSd  States.'.' 

Mr.,  Germ  AN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  10  bring  in  a.  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  ioiforce,  for  a  limited  time^  an  aoL  enti- 
tled "  An  act  further  to.  provide  (or  the  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,,  and  for  other. purposes :"  passed  February 
24th,  1810.    .  f    *-  .  *-* 

*    ■  >  . 
'WbdnbbdaTj  May  27. 

Mr.GsftMAN  asked  and  obtained  liiaveto  bring 
in  a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  ibrce^  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  refagjees  from  thfe,  British  pro- 
vinces Qf  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  Yor  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  24th  of  February,  1810 ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the/second 
reading. 

,  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  respecting  the  quotas,  of 
militia  of  thetJnited  Stated,  atid  agreed  thereto. 

The  l)iil,  entitled  ^'^n  ac(  conferring  certain 
powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  tbe  county  of 
Washington,' in  the  I)  Is  trie  t  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  mes^ftge  froip  the  Hotrse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,v  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Garrard ;"  also,  a  hill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  exporting)  with  the  privilege, of 
drawback>  goods,  .wares,  and  oierchandise,  eati« 
tied  thereto  bylaw;"  in  which  bills , t hey re%ita^ 
the  conenrience  ol*  the  Senate. 
.  The  two.  bills  liMt  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second' reading. 

The. bill,. ei»titled  ''.An  ac(  for- the  relief  of 
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WilliAm  Qarmtd/'  was  rpatl  the'seeood  time  by 
jinlinttnaustsdiiseot ;  and  referfed  to  a  select  eom- 
mitt^e,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Pops^  TaiI*,  and  Cordit,  were  appointed 
file  comiDittee.  -        -         . 


THURdDAY,  May  28. 

The  PREdtDEMT  conimnDicat^d  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  ilie  Navy,  made  In  obedience  to 
the  proVisiob  of  the  fourth  sectijon'of  the  act, 
enfided  "An  act  establi^binj^  Navy  hospitals," 
passed  the  26th  of  February,  1811 ;  and  the  re^ 
port  was  read.  .        ' 

The  bill  to  revive  npi  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  '\An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Caiiajda, and  Noya  Scotiii^and  for  o^er 
purposes,"'  passed  the*  24lh'  of  February.  1810, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  i^eferred  to  a  select 
con^mittee,  to  coosider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  CrERMAR.  GoobsicHj-and  Gregq,  were 
'appointed  the  commitree.-  ..      .      < 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  exporting,  with  privilegeof  drawback,  goods, 
flares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  thereto  by  law,^' 
was  read  the  second  tfme,  and  considered  as  )n 
Committee  of  the  Wholes  and  no  amehdmeiiu 
haying  been  offer^d^  it  was  ordered  to  the  third* 
reading.  *      •       •  '      •  . 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  con* 
sideration  of  thebill^  entitled  "An  act  conferring 
certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
wa9  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
'  •  A  message  from  the  Hottse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Ilouse  hure  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  .^*An  act^for  the  more  perfect  pr- 
canization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  Slates;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  author* 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  iease, 
ibra  term  of  years',  one  of  the  public  reservations 
of  ground  in  the  City  of  Wasliington;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  *'.An  act  tor  am^nd  the  laws  within 
■the  District  of  Columbia;"  in  which,  bills  they 
request -the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.   ' 

The  three  Bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
'  passea  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  the  more  perfecf 
'organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  wasj  by  unanimo(}s. consent,. read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  cpmm it- 
tee,  to  consider  and  report  thereofa  ;  and  Messrs. 
^MiTH,  of  Maryland,  ANnBRaoN,  and  VarncTMi 
were  appointed  the  committee, 

Mr.  Smith^  qf  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  memorials  of  Peter  Landals  were 
referred^  made  a  report ;  which  was  read.     . 

.  Monday,  June  1. 
-The  PrcsidEnt  comnaunicated  a  repbrt  of  the 
6ecrerary  for  th«  Department  of  W«r,  oh  ihe 
number  of  men  required  by  each  State  under  the 
act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  a  detachtoeirt 
from  the  miTitia  of  tire  United-  Scales;"  made  in 
^bediehoe^oit  reiolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  i^rtli 


of  May  last ;  and  the  report  Was  resd,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  eoQratttee,to  ctrasist  of  ^ve  mem- 
. bets,  to  Gonsidec  and  ceport  tiier«on  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  8mith»  of  Maryland, 
VAfiNUM,  CoNDiT,  OiLMAif,  «nd  Grboo,  wcrc 
appointed  tbe  committer.  - 

The  Senate  tesumed  the  eonsidemtjon  of  the 
amendment  of.  the  House  of  Repreteatatires  to 
the  bill,  entitled^*  An  ac^  «upplea^entary  to  the 
.  act,  entided  '^  An  act  to  establtsb  nn  Executive 
Department,  to  be  dehominated  the  Department 
of  War,"  a^d  on  motiori^  by  Mr.  Grboq,  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  tb0  biU  atid  amieodmeBt  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next.- 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considermtion  of  the 
report  of  the  ct)minittee  on  the  memorial  of  Peter 
Landaik  Whereupoii)  it  .was  ordered  thai  the 
claim  of  Peter  .Landals  ought  .not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^,An  act  authorizing  the 
Pr^ident  of  the  United  Slates  to  lease,  for  a  term 
of  years,  one^of  the  public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington,'^  wa;  iread  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An.Act  toninend  the  laws 
within  the-  EUalriet  of  Columbia,"  was  read  ^ 
se6oftd  time. 

'  The  bill,  entitlied  .^  An  act  to  extead  tte  time 
for  exporting,  with  privilege  of  drawilack,  goods, 
wares,  aqd  mere^andi^,  emitled  thereto  by  law," 
was  read  a  tbird  tiiKie,*^and  passe^d. 

The.  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  eapital 
stobk  df  the  Bank  of  Washingion,  was  Feeomed; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb^  of  Maxylaad,  the 
^rther  consideration  thereof  was  postpraed  aatil 
Thursday  next.. 

A  aaessage 'from  the  House  of  JtepreaentatiTcs 
informed  the  Senate  ibat  the;  House  disagree  to 
the  am^ndm^ots  pf  (he  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^  Ap  net  nconcerning  the  Levy  Court  of  .the 
county  of\WashingtQn,*  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;!'  they  also  disagree  to  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  establish 
the  western  boundary  of  tbe  traet  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  Che 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  con- 
tinental establishment.-"  The^  have  passed^bilL 
entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  an  aet,  entitled 
|-An  act  fbr.  dividing  the  Indiana*  Territory  into 
two  separate  governments,"  tki  #hieh  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The.bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PoPB,  from  tKe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  thebiJL  entitled  *'An  act  ibr  the  relief  of 
William  GarraVd,"  reported  it  wfthout  amend- 
ment; and  It  was'ordered.to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  ''Anaet  cbncerniag  the 
Leyy  Coiir^  6f  the  county  of  Washiagtoo,  in  the 
Distrtel  of  Columbia,'*  disagreed  to  by  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives ;  and  the  fu'rtber  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  poceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  eatitleid  ''An  aet  to  ascertain  and 
establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  re- 
senred  for  satisfying  tk^  miliuiry  houatica  allowed 
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to  the  officers  aYid  soldiers -of  the -VirgiDia'liac  on 
eoDtrnental  establish  men  t,"  disagreed  to  by  tbe 
House  of  RepreseonKirey;  andoD  moti^D,  by  Mr. 
WoRTBinoTON,  resoli^d  to  iDsist  ob  said  asiend- 
meiHSi 

Mr.  Vahnuk,  from  thtft  comipitiee  to  wbon 
was  tefbrred  Ike  bill  supi^iemeotary  to  an  ttqij  eo- 
tiiled  "Ad  act  more  eSectaaU^to  provide  for  the 
organiiatioD  of  the  militia  of  tii^  District'Of  Co- 
lumbia," reported  it  amended. '     •  * 

A  eoDfidemial  Message  Whe  received  frpm  tb^ 
President  of  the  United  States  ^.aqd,  en  motion, 
the  galleries  were  cteased  and  the  doors  of  tbe' 
Senate  Chamber  were  closed. 


'TuBaDAY',  June  2. 

The  1>ill,  entitled  "An  act  sut^plemental  to  an 
act  entitM-'AD  act  for  dividing  tne  Indtatra  Ter- 
ritory into  tt^.0  sepantte  govern ment^"  ?ras  read 
the  second  lime.  "  ^     '  ,    • 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th6' 
Whole,  tbe  cdnsjderatidn  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  ccMiferring'Verifnn  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
of  the  county  Qf. Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  and  on  motion^by  Mr.- Bataiu),  it. 
was  referrH  to  9  select  commiuee,  to  consider 
and  report  tbeteon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bayard,  BttENT, 
and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  commtttee.  .  * 

On  niotion,  by  Mr.  Worthinqton^  the  bilU en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  the  hws  wrthio  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  was  referred  to  the  committee.  • 
last  mentioned,  to  couMder  and  report  .thereon.' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorfzinff  tbe  President  of  the  tJiutetl  States 
to  lease,  fot  a  Term  of  years,  one  of  the  public  res- 
ervations of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington," 
was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, oo  the  13th  April,  tbe  bill;  which  origina-. 
ted  in-  tbe  Senate,  on  the  subject,  to  (Consider  and 
report  tbereoo.    ,     .'*       *  '      , 

The  Senate  resumedf^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole^  th^  Consideration  of  the  bm  sopplemeniacy 
to  an.act,  entitled  ''An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  tbe  Dis- 
trict of  Coiumbtit,''  together  wit^  tb^ amendments 
reported  '  thereto  bv  ibe  select  committee  ;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported'the  bill  to  tbe  House  accordingly. 


red,  yesterday,  tbe  bill  eiteitled  '*An  act  conferring 
certain  powers  on  the  .Levy  Coart  of  the  cpunty 
of  Washii^gton^  in  .the  CVistrict  of  Colombia,"  to 
consider  aad  report  thereon.       » 

The  bili.  entitled'  "A«  act.  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  dividing  thejndiana  Ter,- 
ritory  ii^to  two  separate  governments,"  was  re^ 
turned*,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readioff. 

The  3enate.  resi^med  the  bill  suppUmentary  to 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  more  efieciually  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  prsanization  of  the  militia  of  the  JDis* 
trict  of  Columbiaw"  . 

.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  U  eagrossed  and 
read-  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined, 
in  the  affirmative. '  .-       s      . 

The  bill.  edtitUd  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Wil- 
Uatp  Garrard,''  was  re^d  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Vabnuh^  .from  the  'Commitiee  to  whoia 
Was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
farther  provision  for  settling  the.claims  to'land  ia 
the  Terriiory-of  Louisiana,'?  rej)orted  it  ahiended. 
'  Mr.  QAEGi»,  from  the.  coraimttee  to  whom  was 
r^rredthe  4nj?morial  of  *  James  Wilkinson ,  r^ 
ported  a>sta(ement  of  his  account  urit&.tbe  Qui*, 
ted  Sutes.         * 

The  PBBBipBMT  communicated  theresolutiopsof 
the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  Richmond,  Man- 
chester, and  their  vicinities,  on  the  subject  of  our 
relations  with  Greac Britain  and  France;  .which 
were  read. 


'  ^  Wbbnbbbay,  Jaoa  3. 

Mr.  Smit^,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  "Act  supplementary  to 
tbe  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
Bstablisbment,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
that,  the  session  drawing  to  a  close,  it  was  not 
expedient  at  this  time  to  consider  the  subject. 
Wheireopott,  the  committee  were  discharged  from 
tbe  further  consideration  thereof.  H 

The  Senate  resctmed  the  comdderation  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled/'An  act  con^r fl- 
ing the  Leyy  Court  of  the  oouimy  of  Washington, 
in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,^'  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives*  ^^d  00  amotion  they 
Wererefi»rred  to  the  committee  lb  whom,  was  refer- 


THUttBDAT,  June  4.     •     • 

Th^  bill  authorizing  an  increjase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was'  resumed ; 
and  on^motioD,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Ihe. 
fuciher  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in'  October  nelt. 

Tbe  t^ill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  more  effectually  to  proVidq  for  the  organza- 
t ion  of  iJttfi  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia^'* 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correptly 
eogco8^d,on  motion, by  Mr.  Brent,  that  it  be  re« 
committed  fe^  further  amendiqent^  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the'n€ga;tivej  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  pass^di^ 

Tbe  bilirentiile^  "  An'aet  supplemental  to  aii>« 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana 
territory  into  two  separate  go vertimeiHs,"  was 
read' a  third  time^  and  passed.  .  ' 

Tbe  Senkte  resomed,,as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,' en  titled  "  An  act  making  further 
provision  for  settling  the  claims  lo  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,"  together  with 'the  aniend- 
ments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; . 
and,  having  agreed  to  tbe  amendments,  tbe  Presi^ 
dei|t  reported  the  bill  to  tlje  House  accordingly^. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thicd 
time  as  ^mended  ?  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  tloHBEY, £rom  ihecommittee to whoHi  was 
referred  the  bill,  eatitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the 
cutting  and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Poto- 
mac aroupd  tbe  west  end  of  the  d^dd  or  causeway 
frpm  Mason '.s  Island,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  amended. 
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FaiDAT,  June  5. 

.The'aroeDdments  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  '^'  An  act 
nra4iing^  farther  provision  for  seHlin^  tbe  chiimd 
to  land-  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana/'  having 
b^en  reported  '  by  th«  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended^ 
and  the  title  having  been  amended,  the  bil^  was 
'passedj  With  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  tbe  memorial 
of  James  Wilkinson  wfs  resumed* 

Mr.  SMtTB^of  Maryland,  from  the.commitltee 
to  whom  xii^as  referred  .the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  fict 
fofr  the  mqre  perfect  organieation  «f  the  infantry 
of- the  Army  of  the  United  Sttftes,'  'reported  it 
'  with' aniend men ts.  •        ^  '  . 

Mr.  German,  from  theeoinTnittee  to  whbm  wits 
referred  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force, 
for  a.  limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  th^  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  andNova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposes,**  passed  the  24th  of  February,  1810,  re- 
ported it  wrth  amendme'nts. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Gamble,  praying  compensation  (or services  ren- 
dered the  United  Slates.— Referred  tp  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  Treasiiry^  to  consider 
atid  report  thereon. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREBfDBNtOP  THE  UnITED  StaTES  : 

To^ the. Senate  <fnd  House  of,^ 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 
I  transmit,  for  the  inibrmakion  of  Congress,  copies 
of*  conreBpondence  of  ^u  Minister  PleiiipotBiitiary  of 
.  Great  Britain,  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
•JuirB4,  1812.  •        ^  '   •      ' 

Tbe  Message  and  copies  therein  referred  to 
were  read,)ind  referredt'o  theoommittee  appointed 
the  first  instant  on  the  confidential  Message  of. 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  that  date. 


Monday,  Jane  8.      . 

The  Senate  resuiped,  «s  in  Commit|ee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  o(  t^e  billj  entitled  ''An 
act  autWizing  the  cuttibg  and  making  a  eanal 
fcom  tbe  riVer  PotomaCf.arottiuf  the  west  end  of 
the  dam  or  causeway  from  Maaon'a  Island^^od 
for  other  purposes,"  together  w,ith  the.  am«nd- 
Ddients  reported  thereto  by  th^  select  committee ; 
and,  having  agreed  to  tbe  amendmentr,  tbe  Pres* 
ident  reported  the*  bill  to  the  House  accordingly^ 

On  the  qu^tion,  Shall  this  bill  be  rend  the  third 
time  04  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  following  Message  was  recetted  fron»  the 

PkBSIDBNT  OF  THfi  UnITED  StaTBS  : 

7b  the  Stnate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  lav,  before  Congfress,  copies  of  letters  which  have 
ptMed  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and*'  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Breat 
Britain.  JAMES  MABISON. 

Jraa  8,  181«.'  ' 

The  Message  and  copies  were  rend. 


The  biU  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of 
tbe  infantry  of  the  Armyoflbe  United  Stales  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  the 
amendments  r^orted  by  tM  select  committee 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  wae  further  amended, 
and  tbe  President  reported  it  to  the  Houte^iccord- 
iogly  ;,and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
po6tt)oned  untiJ[  to-morrow.  - 

■/    >'    • 

^  TUESDAY,  June  9; 
'  The  amendments  to  (he-  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
authorizing  the  cutting  and  making n  canal  from 
the  river  Potomac,  around  the  west  end  of  the 
dam  or  causeway  fro^n  Mason's  Island,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
<!orrectly  engrossed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  Act  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  A'uny  of  the 
Ijnited  States,"  was  resumed,  and  having  been 
further  amended,  on  the  guestipn.  Shall  tbis  bill 
be  read  a  thitd  time  a,s  ameivded  1  it  was  deter- 
ta'i^d  in  tbe  affirtnativeV  • 

Mr.  RfeED  presented  snndlry  4'esblutipnsr  signed 
Richard  Ridgely,  chairman,  the  resiilt  of  a  meet- 
ing of  a  number  of  oitizeas  of  Ann  Arundel  coun- 
ty, in  the 'State  of  Maryland,-  recommending  the 
adoption  of  such  jneasures  as  niay  place  our  coun- 
try in  a  state  of  maritime  ijlefeoce,  and  procure  a 
redress  of  wrongs  from  the*  belligerent  nations; 
and  the  Tesolutions  were  read,  and'  ordered  to  be 
j)rinted  for  ,tbe  use  of  the  Senate. 
\  A  message  froiti  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amepdments  to  the  biU,  entitled 
.^^An  act  to* ascertain  and  -establish' the  western 
boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the 
niilitary  bounties,  allowed  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  estab- 
lishment," insisted  oi|  ^y  tbe  Senate ;  they  ask 
a  conference  on  tbe  subject,. and  have  appointed 
managers  on  their' part.  They' have  passed  a 
resolution  reauesting  the  State  of  Greorgia  to 
assent  to  t)ie  formation  of  two  States  of  xbe  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  in.  which  ibey  ask  tbe  coa- 
currence  of  the  Senate.  Th.ey  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 
Jonathan  Williapsi"  a. bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  foe 
the  relief  of  Lieutenttot  ColQnel  William  D. 
Beall;"  a  bill,  entitle^  '^Aniact  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^Au  act  aa- 
thorizing  the  disehaige  of  William  Pepk  from  his 
imprisonment ;''  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  eoa&rna- 
ing  claime  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  bv  the 
Spanish  Oovernmentf^  also,  a  biU,  eotitipd  ^'An 
act  authorizing  the  relnission  of  forfeited  recog- 
nisances within  tbe  District  tit  Columbia;"  in 
which  bills  they  ("equest  the  concurrence  of  the 
^natc. 

RHODE  ISLAND  RESOLUTIONS. 
■  •  Mu  Hunter  pre^senied  the  resolutioijs  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  the  Stateof  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations)  instructing  their  Senators 
and  Representativee.in  Congress,  to  une  their  en- 
dea?orv  to  avert  the  evils  of  war,  to  put  our  mari- 
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NwB  Y<nk  MeniorM. 


Senatk* 


time  frontier  iq  a  state  of  defeecej  and  for  the  re^ 
peal  of  the  evitMirgo  and  restrietiTe  ^ysteni;  ^n^ 
the  resolutions  were  iread.    They  are  as  foiiows : 
State  ov  Rhods  kLAiro  akd 

•  PjtOVX]>VKC&  PliilWTATIOirfi, 

Whereaa^  from  the  aspect  of  oar  foreign«reIationi^ 
and  more  especially  from  the  character  of  the. measures 
adopted,  and  proposed  to  be  adopted,  Bj  Copgress, 
during  their  preset  session^  ^  sertously  to  be  appre^ 
bended  thai  our  countrj  will  soon  t)e  plunged  in.to  a 
ruinous  War,  unless  a'*cleai;'  expression  of  the  public 
opinion  shall  correct  the  dangerous  and  erroneous  im- 
pvessioo,  which  appears  to  hate  beien  made  on  th« 
General  Clove^nment,  that  the  people  are  desirous  of 
war,  and  -do.  approve  of  the  measureir  t;al<AilBted  t5 
proditce  it ;  and,  whereas,  it  is  both  the*  right  and  daty- 
of  tike  peoplor  either  immedialely  or  by  thtiz  Repie- 
sentatiires,  uponoceBsiona  09  important,  foi^  in  times^ 
■a  alaiming  as  ther preaent,  to  axpres^,their  sentiiBenti' 
upon  |>ublio  affiurs,  and  'also  the  privilege  of  ru^rs'  to 
be  infbmied  of  those  santii&enU:, 

ieesobe<i,-That,  for  ouml^ea  individuaOy,.  and  as 
Represenlatives  of  the  freemen  of  this  State,  i^re  depre- 
cate at,  all  times,  and  especially *at  a.  time  when  the 
peconiary  resourceaof  the  country  Hav^  been  exhaust* 
ed  and  eat  ofi^  both  ^y  thp  depredations  and  seqaos- 
trationa  of  foreign  Powers,  akid  hy  our  own  tuinoUs 
commercial  restrictions;  when,  by  the  raisjiig  Of  a 
large  jniiitary/  force,  for  the  purpose  of  temtorial  con- 
quests,'great,  expenses  will  be  inourred,  and  heavy  bur- 
dens imposed,  white,  from 'the  very  limited  appropria- 
tions made  for  Ibe  protection  of  eomnierce  .and  the 
defence  of  oUr  seaports;  the  former  wit!  be  exposed  to 
certalQ  capture,  and  the  latter  to  invasion  and  pillage^ 
Uiereby  leaving  the  burdens-  to  be  borne  almost  entirely 
by  the  agricultural  interest. 

JRea€t/««<2, ' That,  from  the,  extentof  our  com^iertie, 
the  immediate  ^d' important  interest  whipK  the  whole 
community  haVe  in  its.ehcouragrement,  and  the  entire 
dependence  of  many  of  our  citizens  'foi^  support  upon 
the  employment  it  aflbiyis,  the  legislative  restrict^ns 
upon  trade  operate  with  peouliat  severity  upon  this 
State Y  that,  from  our  iflability  to  sustain  the  increas- 
ing burdens  of  war^  di«titute-of  -  public'  frinda'  hAd  of 
pabKe  laada^'apd  depeii'diiig,^in  tiueoC  peaea,  Upon 
diraet  taxes  fo»  the  support  of  i>nr  Stale  govanimeat,- 
the  proposedlaad^tax  and  inlbebiaL  taxes  of  the  United 
Stiatea  will  be  evoeedtBgiy  efipcessive  vpon-our  eiti* 
zeaa  ;.  And  that  die  a<vesalbla  situation  and  de&noejew 
atate<^  ont  harbors  and  aeaports,  and  their  supwior 
eligibility,  as  a  naval  resort  for  the  cruisafa  of  an  ene- 
mjt  Tendering  them  exposed  to  jnvaiion.  and  liable'  to. 
capture,  wUl  cause  war,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
be  ruinous  to  many  of  our  towns,  and  eminently  inju- 
rious to  the  whole  State. ' 

ReBohetif  T|iat,  when  th^  unequalled  privations, 
suflEsTings,  and  exertions,  of  the  citizens  of  this  State 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  are  considered,  it  can- 
not be  doubted^that,  whenever  the  country  shall  neces- 
sarily be  involved  in  war,  they  will  agalp  exhibit  the 
same  patience,  fortitude;  and  patriotism; 

lUsofvedi  That  the  Senators  frpmthi/State,  in' Con- 
gress, be  instracted,'and  -the  Representatives  requested, 
to  use  their  Utmost  endeavors  to  cause  the  legislative- 
reatrietions  on  our  commnhce.to  be  temoved ;  to  pre- 
vent the  passing' of  the  propoasd  htwa  for  impeaing  di- 
rect taXea;  anddaoteoppoasaUvei&iMiwtMiaieyi 


he  brought  foi^ward  tending  to  involve  (he  country  in 
war.  .    '.         ' 

'JResohed,  That,  if -these  desirable/obiects  cannot  be 
obtained,  and  wai.abatt  appear  to  6e- unavoidAle,  our. 
Senators  and  Re^fesentatives  be  instructed  ttf  repre- 
sent to  Congress,  ^and  to  the  Hxecutjve,  the  exposed 
and  defencelais  skaktion  of  this  State,'  the  waut  of 
arms  for  our  militia,«nd  the  importance  of  our  harbors 
and  seaporta  to'  the  United  States ;  and  to  urge  upon 
Government  the  pix>priety,  naoesahy,  and  practicabil- 
ity, of  their  defence,  and  to  solicit' and  claim  from  them 
adequate  ind  timely  means  of  defence  anid  security 
against  thbs(»'  immment  dangers  khd  pet ils  to  which 

we  are  to«be  unvriiiiaigty  expose^'* 

'/2eso/wd,  ^st  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  transqiit  copies  of  the  preeeding  leaolu- 
tionli  ito  tfie'  Senators  and  ReprSaentatives  from  this 
-Statatn  ihsr€ongras8'  of  the  United  Sutesb 

•  ;       N£W  YORK  ^EMORfAL.    . 

Mr.  SMJTKvOf  New  York,  preseiited  the  follow- 
ing  petitioa  of «Bn4ry  inliabuants,  merebants,  and 
others,  oi  the  Oity  of  New  York,  prAyiog  th8(t  the  . 
embarffo  and  noo^i  id  porta  tioo  laws  be  ^ootinued 
as  a^VDstiUjite  for  war  against  Great  Bfitaio » ^ 
To-the  hooaraWe  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen-. 
,  tativea  ^>  the  Unjted  States  of  Ataariea  in  Congress 

assemfajMr  ^  aoien^orialof  the  subeexibera,  merdunts, 
r  and  others,;  inhsJb^tanta  of.  the.  cii^  o£  Newr  York,- 

respectfully  showeth :     ^    ^ 
.    That  yoi|r  memorialists '  fe^,  in  common  with  ,the. 
rest  of  ihcif  fellow  citizens,  an  anxious  solicitude  for  the 
honor  alid  interest  of  their  country,  and  *an  equal  de- 
termination to  assert  and  maintain  them.', 

That  yoQt  memorialists  believe  that  a  eontinuatio^ 
of  the  restric^ve  measures  now  in  opeistion  will  pro- 
duce alt  the  benefits  while  ^it  prevents  the  calamities  of 
war'.  That  When  the  BYit^n  l^liniStry. become  con* 
Vinced  that  a  trade  with  the  United  States* cannot  be 
renewed,,  but  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
the  j^istress  of  their  merchants  and  manufacturers,  &d 
their  inability  to  support' their  srmies  in  Spain  and 
^PiArt6gal,*  will  pobab|y  compel  them  to  that  measure. . 

*  Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to.  remark,  tiiat  such" 
efieets  are  even  iiow  visible';  and  it  may  be  raaaOnably 
hoped  tiiat  acontinuance  4f  tho'embargo  and  non-im- 
portation laws  ^a  lb  w  months  beyond  tiM  fourth  day  of 
July  iifaxt,  will  etfect  a  complfto  and  bloodless  t^umph 
of  ourjrighta*    ,        - 

Your  memorialists  therefore  respeotfrilly  solicit  o£ 
your  honorable  body  the  (massage  of  a  law  ^continuing 
the  embargo,  and  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  power  to  discontinue  the  whole  of  the  restric- 
tive system  on  the  rescinding  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Cohncil. 

The  conduct  of  France  in  burning  our  ships,  in  se- 
questrating our  property  entering  her  ports,  expecting 
protection  in  consequence  of  the  promised  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  delay  in  com- 
t>leting'atreaty'with  the  American  Minister,  has  ex- 
cited great  sehsatioir,  and  we  hope  and  trtist  will  call 
forth  from  your  honorable  body  such  retaKatoiy  mea- 
sures as  piay .  be  best  caleiilated  to  prochte  justice, 
lohh  Jacob  Astdr  Abraham  Smith 

Samuel  Adams  *  '  Thomas  H.  Smith  Jr. 

Rowland  dt  Orinnell      'Andrew  Foster 
1^.  aiosson  dacob  Barker^ 

Israel  Gtbbs  WiHiam  Lovett 

Isaac  CiMon  Willi«»  Ed«ar  jc 
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New  Yark  Memorial, 


Jl^HB,  1812. 


Jvhii  ^deU 
John  K.  TowQsend 
Andrew  Ogden  Sc  Co. 
ThomaB  StOrin 
Amo6  Butler 
Ebenezer  Bu'rrill 
leaac  JENyer 
Balph  Bulklej 
Samuel  Bell 
4ohn  P.  .Del^piaine . 
Peter  Stagg 
Darid  Tayler 
WilKam  Adee 
John  T.  "Lawrence 
Joseph  W.^Totten 
Isaac'  3chjBnnerfaora 
Alexander.  Ruden 
Joseph  oils    .    • 
Lewis  Hartman         , ' 
/Garret  tSMrok 
Geeige  Bement 
S.  A..  Rich 


Samuel  StiUweU 

Jifcob  P.  ^iraud 

Johk  Hone 

John.  Kane '  ^ 

Amada  Jackson   « 

WUiiam  J.  kobinson 

Joseph  Strong 

Abraham  S.  Hallet  ' 

Joshua  Jones  .  . 

Frederick  Ulraad,  jr. 

Robert  Roberts* 
.  John  Crookes    ' 

Hugh  MeCormick. 

Jofaa  Depeystei:  . 

Gilbert  Height 
^amiBS  LoTstt 

Leffert  Lefibrfs . 

Augusttts  Wynkoop ' 

John  W.  Gale 

TliomasRich    . 
'.Samuel  Maisliafl 

Eib«rt  Herring. 


.    Aftjer  ibfe!  memorial  had  )j^d  read', 

^  Mr.  Tatlor  ^sa\d,  that  the  riesp^tabilit^  of  the 
subscribers  to  %,  petition- presented  to  this  boidy, 
aqd  th£  importance  of  <he  matter  'thcreio  coa- 
taiued,  had,  pn  various  oecasion^  been  used  as  in-, 
ducemeots  to  us  to  give  such'petkion  a  respeciral 
diiponium  in  th^  course^f  our  proceedings.  He 
recoJiected  a  easein  pqiqt.  It  was  the  case- pf 'the 
petition  6f  lia  eminent  merchant  of  Massachii- 
%its,  pr^eofed  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  that 
State,  and  which  at  the  suggestion  of  that  hoiior^ 
able  gentl<»man  wa^  by  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be 
pKinteJ.  He  was  of  o^ioipn  that  the  petition  just 
read  ought  not  to  be  tr^tedwith  less  atten^ion^ 
That  he  had  seen  thep<etition^and  had  inguired.inxo 
the  character  of  its  SiUbsdribersr— and  had  been  in- 
foj-med  that  the  dfty-eight  signers  to  it  were  among 
the  most  respectable,  weaUhy^and  Intelligent  mer-* 
chants  of  the  city  of  New.  Yorku  There  are  to 
be  found  in  that  list  thelnames  ot  two  president 
of  banks;  three  presidents  of  inatirafoce  compa- 
mest  thirteen  directors  of  banks;  besides  other 
names  pfpre-eminenl  staikding  in  the  mercanifle 
world.  They  had  ail  untied  in  th^  sentiments 
contained  in  the  petition,  not  withstanding,  that 

^  there  existed  among  them  a  difference  in  pdiitiiBal 
oprnioBs— for  he  undeKtOj^d  that  of  the  ]pet1tioQ- 
ers  forty-two  were  federal  and  sixteen  republican. 
Mr.  Tr  added,  that  he  considered  some  of  the  sen- 
timents  contained  in. the  petitien  as  of  the  high- 
est imporunce.  He  hailed  it  as  ah  auspicious  oc- 
currence; tl^at  these  honorable  merchants,  in  pray- 
ing that  the  evils  of  war  might  be  averted  from 
them  and  from  the  nation,  had  nevertheless  held 
fast  to  the  principle  of  resistance  to  the  aggres- 
sions ^nd  unhallowed  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
towards  our  nation— and  had  exercised  the  can- 
dor and  finmne^  to  bear  testimony  to  the  efficien- 
cy of  the  restrictive  system  for  obtaining  a  re- 
dress of  our  wrongs,  and  of  course  to  the  integri- 
ty and  honor  of  those  who:had  imposed  this  sys- 
tem for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  that  th6  exam- 
ple of  these  petitioners  would  tend  to  eounlefact 
those  strenuous  and  unremitting  exertions  of  pas^ 
"«-  nrejodiee^  and  party  feeling,  wkich  iiad  ai- 


ten^pted  to  stamp  upon  the  majority  in  Congress 
the  foul  and  unjust  censure  of  being  enemies  to 
commerce.  That,  however  unfaisbrionable  and 
.obsunate  it  might  appear,  he  still-  believed  that 
the  eiobargo  and  non-importation  laws,  if  fanh- 
fully  executed,  were  capable  of  reaching  farther 
than  our  osunon.  We  were  at  this  very  timeten- 
derio^  ad  urgent  argument,  to  be  felt  by  each 
ci^y,  village.aad  hamlet  in  England.  This  touch- 
ing to  the  quick  the  vital  inte^st^  of  that  ^inpire, 
Would  demonstrsLte  to  the  people  at  least  the  folly 
and'  absurdity  or  the  Ordets  in  Council.  The 
ordeal  of  the  twenty  we%ks  of  scarcity,  which  the 
people  of  that  o^bappv  country  are  undergoing, 
to  relieve  which,  but  tor  the  madness  aiid  folly 
of  their  rulers,  ^very  yard  'Of  American  canvass 
woilid  bespread  to  the  gales:  The  thousands  of 
starving  biah^ufactiirers  thco^va^ouL.  of  emp)oy 
for  want  of  our  Custom,  which  custom,  but  for  the 
iojustiee  of  their-  milster?,  we  were'  willing  to 
give,  now  feel  the  efficiency' oF  the  restrictive 
system.  These  matter-of-fact  arguments  want  no 
sophistry  hor  long  speeches  to  give, them  weight. 
Bat  Great  Britain  is  proud^aod  will  never  yield 
to  ,thi9  sort  of  pressure.  Hunger  ha&no  law. 
Where'was.her  pride  during  the  last  jrc^r  when 
she  exported  to  her  enemy  on  the  Oonlttoent  more 
than  eleven  millions  oi'  pounds  sterling  for  •  pro- 
visions;'and  meanly  truckling  to  her  enemy,  con- 
sented to  buy  the  privilege  of  laying  out  her  guin- 
eas for  breiid ;  and  actually  submitted  on  the  com- 
pulsion of  Napoleon  to  buy  the  wines,' brandies, 
and  silks*  of  France,  which  she  did  not  want ! 
This  restrictive  system,  when  commenced^  under 
the  former  embargo  law,  encountered  every  oppo- 
sition among  ourselve^  which  selfisb  avarice, 
which  [iassion  and  party  rage  could  suggest ;  and 
so  successful  were  its  assailants  that  while  it  was 
operating  with  Ias fullesiefTects, (which  the  prices 
current  ofthat^day  will  show,)  some  of  jts  greatest 
champions  in  the  National  JLegislatu re  abandoned 
•itrT-yesjsir,  in  the  tide  of  victory  they  threw  down 
their  arms.  How  were  th<^  mighty  fallen,  and 
the  shield  of  the  mighty  vilely  casi  awAy !  The 
disavowaf  of  ErskinPs  arrarigement  wks  the  con- 
sequence of  thik  retreat.  Biit  it  may  be  said  that 
the  sentiments  in  their  petiupn  were  extorted  -  by 
the  apprehension  of*  a  greater  evii— war.  In  all 
our  trials,  thtwe  who  bad  ^ot.  preclet^r mined  to 
sqbmit  to  Ghreat  Britain\mQs<  have  anticipated 
this  alternative.  Let  those  whnby  tl^eir acrimony, 
sneers,  and  scoffs,  have  thrown  away  this  chief  de- 
fence of  our  nation,  be'  held  responsible  for  the 
compulsion  they  have  imposed,  on  us  to  take  this 
dire  Ulterpative.  "He  said  that  although  he  was 
unwilling  to  abate  a  single  pang  which  we  might 
legally  iofiict  upon  our  enemy,  and  might  at  the 
proper  time  oppose  anything  like  the^swap  propo- 
posed  of  one  systen^  for  another,  when  we  had  ihe 
power  and  the  right  to  impose  upon  bur  en^niy 
both  theoneaad  thepther,  he  neverthele^  thought 
the  petition  was  deserving  of  the  attention  which 
he  now  moved  it  should  receive.  He  moved  that 
the  petition  should  be  printed*  . 

The  jBotiott  waaagceed  to  |  and  kbit  S«na'te  then 
ndjottjcned* 
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Proceedings, 


SBirAfB* 


Wbon  B9DAT,  Jane  10. 

The  amendments  to  the  btll,  entitled  '"An  act. 
for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  theitifaDtry 
of  the  Atmy  of  the  United  Siate^:."  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bili  was  read  the  third  tinle.  as  amended,  and, 
on  motion;  the  title  was  araeacled,  so  as  to  rea^ 
as  follows:  ''An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organi- 
zation of  the  Al'my  of  th^  United  States.*^. 

Jiesolv^t  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameodmeots. 

Th^  PaEaiDBNT  communicated  tb^  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaisary  on  the  petition  of 
William  Gamble,  made  in  obedience  to  a>resoli|r 
tipn  of  the > Senate  of  the.  5tlx  instant;  and  the 
report  was  read.  .       .      , 

Mr.  Qaj LIZARD  presented  itie  petitibn  of  Joseph 
Wiilington  Page,  of  Charleaton,  in  l)ie  State  of 
SoQlh  Carolina,  merchant*  praying  to  be  exoner- 
ated from  a  judgment  obtained  against  hrm  by 
the  United  States,  as  surety  in  a  postorli-hou*<e 
boody  for  a  certain  Barnard  L^iffon,  for  reasons 
therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

The  six  bills  and  the  resolution  brought,  up 
yesterday  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
cdncurrence  were  read,  and  s^rerally  .passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

On  mdiioO}  the  Senate  took  ipto  consideration 
the  resolution  Df  the  House  of  Representatives, 
requesting  a  confe<ence  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houtea  on  the  bi)l,  eatilled  '*Aa  act 
IQ  ascertain  and  establish  t<he  .western  boundary 
of  tbe  tract  reserved  f^r  satisfying  the  military 
boanties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  Continebtal  establisbvient ;-  and; 
having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Worthinototn, 
Giles,  and  Qreqo,  wore  appointed  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

TatrR8DA7,^June  11. 

The  bill;  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieu-' 
lenaiH  Coronei  William  D.  Beall,'^  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  coafirminz  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  founded  on 
warrants  of  survey  granted;  by  the  Spanisi^  Gov- 
ernment," was  read  tbesecohd  time,  and  referred 
to  a  aaleet  committee  to  consider  i^nd  report  there* 
OB  ;  and  Messrs.  GaEOOy  Tait,  and  Wortbihq^ 
TON,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  eatitJed  ''An  act  fontba  relief  of  Col- 
onel Jooathad  Williams,'^  was  read  the  second 
tiihe,  and-  referred  to  f|  s^ieec  committ«f  to  con- 
itder  and  report  thereon;  and  Messra.  OBBQd, 
GbrmaN;  atod  Dana,  #ere  appointed-  fhe^com-' 
mittee.  ' 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  n^lief  of  Cle- 
ment B.  Pemrorte.''  was  read  the  second  time;  and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  State  of  Georgia 
;o  assent  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  the  third  reading.  '^ 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  the  diV 
charge  of  William  Peck.from  his  imjiriaonment," 
I2ih  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 9 


was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  i  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  r«eptfrt  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  Honter,  Howeu«.  and  Goodrich,  were 
anointed  the' com n^i (tee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  re- 
mission of  forfeited  recogaisahees  within  the.Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  'resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  fhe  Hou^^of  Representatives  to' 
the  bill/  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act)  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  an  EiecurtiVe 
Department,  to  be  denominate  i  the  Department 
of  War.  ' 

Ob  motion,  j^y  Mr.  Lgib,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment were  postponed  to'tbe  first  Monday  in  Oc- 
tober-next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  nuthorizing  the  cut-* 
tJng  and  making  a  canal  frogi  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam-  or  causeway 
froAi  Mason's  island,  and  for'dther  purposes,^  was 
re^d  a 'third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with 
amendmente. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resoluffon  repoiried  by  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial  of  General  James  Wilkinson;  which  is  as 
follows:  \    '■     '        * 

Rtsolvedt  That  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the 
Department^  War  be;  direeted>  in  ^e  settlement  of 
Cknarat  Wilkinson's  account,  to  place  to  his  credit  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  and  thirty-six  dollars  seventy* 
seven  oent^. 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  original  committee,  with  instruc- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The'  Senate  resumed,  as' in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  t^he  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive 
i^nd  continue  in  force,  for  a  liniited  time,  an  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  provide  fur  the  refugees  from 
the  ^riti&h  pirovinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  for  other  purposes,''  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  JPaebident  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the.  question,.  S'hall  th'is  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirn^ative. 


Friday,  June  13.    • 

Mr.  GaiLLABD  presented  ^nadry  reaolutions^ 
signed  by  John  Gkddes,  chairman,' adopted  at  a 
mraerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston, 
in  ther  Stale  of  douth  Carolina,  approbatory  or 
the  laeasvres  of  the  General  G>vern.ment  for  the 
maintenance  of  ihe^national  honor  and  the  pres- 
ervatiori  of  its  dignity  and  independence;  and 
the  resotntions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  autltorizing  the  remis:$ion  of  forfeited  recog- 
nisances Within  the  Di-itrict  of  Columbia." 

Ordered^  That  it  pas«  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  presented,  a  memocial,  signed  hy  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabiiaat9  of  the  city  of- 
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RicbmoDd  and  toWQ  of  Mapchesler,  deprecatipg. 
tbecalaoxitleff  of.war,  bu4  expressing  their  opiniOD 
Ihatj  if  peace  can  Dot  be  procured  wi^i'  honor,  aad 
war  is  inevitable,  it  Dughrt'to  be  .declared^  not 
against  'Gre^t  Britain  ooiy,'  but .  against  Great 
Bpitain  and  France;  aj)d  ibe  memoriat  was  read. 

Xhe  bill  to  revive-and  continue  in  force,  for  a. 
lin^ited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "Aii  act  fui:ther  to 
pirovide  for  the  Refugees  from  -ihe  British  pro- 
vince^ of  Canada  and  Nova  &cotia,  aod  for'other 
Earposes,"  passed  the  24ih  day  of  February,  1810, 
aving  been  reported  by  the  committee  cprrecdy 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,' and  passed. 

The  resolution  requ^stipg  the  State  of  Georgia 
to  assent  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  wi^s  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion.  by'Mr.  RBBj>,ibe  bill^'entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  relief  ;of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
D.Beall,''  was  referred  tb  a  select  committer,  to. 
consider  aad  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.- Rseo^ 
Lahbert,  and  Qerman,  wert^  appointed  the 
committee*  ^  . 

The  following  Message  was  reeeiv-ed  from<tbe 

PRESIOENT  OF  TJBE  U'NITGO  S.TATBd  : 

To  ihe  Senate  and  House  9f     '  '       '    ' 

^kepreaetUatk)t8Jof  the  United  Stated: 
I  transmity  for.  tho  iniormation  of  Congress^. copies 
of  letters  which  [have  pated  betweee  the  Secretaiy-of 
State  and  the  Envoy  lUtraordkiaiy  and  Minister  Ptea^ 
ipotentiary  of  Great  Britain. 

,     J^MES  MADISON. 
'  JuwE  11,  1812.. 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  mentioned 
were  read.  . 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEMOBIAL. 

Mr. Lloyd  presented  aresolutibn of  the'bouse 
of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  passed  June 
2d,  instant,  expressing  theix  opinioix  "that  an  of- 
fensive war  against  Great  Britain,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  thia  country,  would  b^ 
in  the  highest  degree,  impolitic,  unnecessary,  and. 
ruinous;^  also,  a  memforial  of  the  said  House  ot 
Representatives,  passed  by  a  magority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six,  on  the'same  subject ;  and  the 
resoitttion  and  memorialVere  read,  and  ordered 
to  he  printed  for  ^he  use  of  the  Senate. 

They  are,  as  follows : 

COMMOX WEALTH  «V.  MAMACVOaBTTS  :  • 

kr  Tiia  Hovsk  ov  RxpaxsKBT^Ti rsa,    ' 
.      .  '  JmeU,  1819. 

Ruohed^  Aa  the  opihion  of  |his  Houae,  that  an  o^ 
teaiva  war  against  Oreat  Britain,  undei>  the  present 
cirenmatanceB  of  this  countiy,  woiild  he  in  th»  highest 
degvee  impolitic,  unneeesaaiy,  and  ruinous ;  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of. thia  Conimoiiwealth  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  this  ineasure,  which  t^ey  do  not 
believe  to  be  demanded  by  the  honor  or  interests  of  the 
nation;  and  that  a. committee  bis  appointed  to  prepare 
a  respectful  petition  to  be  presented  to  Congress,  pray- 
ing them  to  arrest  a  calamity  so  greatly  to  be  depre- 
cated,^nd,  by  the  removal  of  commercial  restrictions,' 
to  restore;  so  far  as  depends  on  them,  the  benefits  of 
trade  and  navigation,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  people  of  this  Common- 
waaith.  TIMOTHY  Bi0BLOW,  Speaker. 


To  the  honordkUthe  J^enattnnd  fhe  Himae  of  Repreeent^ 

aiivee  of  the  Vnitetf  States  in  Congress  assemhkd  .* 

2%e  Bepresmtatives  of  ihe  Cotrimonwealth  of  Maa- 
'  sachusetts  beg  leave  re^eelfully  to  state  .- 

That,  presuming  the  respectful  expression  of  Che 
public  sentiment,  from  any  portion  of  the  Union,  might 
b^  acceptable  to  Congress  in  the  present  ct-itical  state 
of  ]iubhc  aflbirs,  they  trust  that  a  communication  to 
your  honorable  body  of  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the 
people  pf' this  Comtponwealth,.  upon  the  momentous 
subject  of  a  British  war,  wQl  not  be  cdiistrtied  into  a 
disposition  t6^interiere  with  tiie  functions  of  the  Na- 
1(ibnal  Oovernment.  - 

it  is  with  deep  regret,  and  with  ^uch  emotions  as 
the  love  of  country  should  inspire,  that  we  perceive  the 
entire  failure  of  the  negotiations  instittited  by  the  Na- 
tional Government,  with' a  view  to  obtain  from  the 
belligerent  nations'  respect  for  our  neutral  rights,  and 
a  revocation  of  edicts .  which  operate  eo  injunonsJy 
upon  our  lawful  commerce. 

In  the  present  ujiprecedented  posture  of  Bnrope,  we 
are  6rmly.  convinced  that. an  immense  tn^jority  of  onr 
constituents  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the  belief  that  an 
G^ensive  war  with  Great  Britain  is  demanded  by  the 
intisrest  o^  honor  of  our  country. 

We  presume  not  to  enter  upon  a  compariaon  of  the 
injuries  sustained  by  our  commerce  fmin.  -the  respect- 
ive pationa  at  war,  nor  to  arraign: the  conduct  whidi 
Governmeht  has  seen  fit  to  adopt,  in  order  to  obtain 
redress.  It  would  'Be  foreign  td  our  present  purpose 
to  enlarge  upon  the  duplicity  and  prevaricaiion  exhib- 
ited by  France  in  aH  her  negotiations^  which  aggra- 
vate her  numerous  outrages,  or' to  discuss  the  modves 
alleged  by  Great  Britain  in  defence  of  a  system  of  re- 
taKation  which  bears  with  a  severe  pressure  upon  neo* 
tral  rights.  It  is  sufficient  that  every  consideratioa 
arlftii>g  from^  good  policy,  and  from  the  duty  of  a  na- 
tion to  itself,  forbids  us  to  piufnge  into  a  war  whiah 
desolates  the  European  world,  and  from  whidi  it 
seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  Alibighty  Providence 
to  exeix/pt  us,  if  true  to  ourselvein,  bjt  placing  us  remote 
from  iYie  theatre  of  their  Contentions. 

'  An  ofiensive  war  against  any  nation  can  be  justified 
only  by  the  reasonable  motive  of  obtaining  reparation 
fpr  past  injuries,  or  security  against  futtfre  dangers  and 
aggressions.  When  such,  therefore,  la  the  local  situ- 
ation and  .relations  of  a  country,  that  .the  hope  of  ef- 
fecting either  of  these  objects  is  precluded  by  ah  over- 
ruling necessity,  its  honor  is  not  stained  by  yielding  lo 
Citcumstanees  which  it  cannot  coi^trot ;  nor  b  the  le- 
InetanciB'of  its  oitiaens  to  expose  themselves  in  aiich 
case  to  the  certain  dangers  and  eaUmitiea  of  w*r,  a  re- 
proach upon  their  want  of  sensibility  to  injury,  their 
courage.  Off  patnotisnK 

.  A  war  ^ith  Gtaat  Britain  would  fnmiah  tempttatiiaia 
to  her  Oovernment  to  sequester  the  millions  heionging 
to  our  eitiuaa  deposit  in  that  ei^uiitry,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  her  navy  and  cruisers  to  sweep  the  opean  el 
the  remains  of  our  once  flourishing  eoiftnieroe. 

The  conquest  of  Canada,  the  only  point  in  which 
slie  is  assailable,  would  afford  no  indemnification,  if 
achieved,  for  the  losses  to  which  we  should  be  exposed 
upon  our  unprotected  seaboard,  and  upon  the  ocean. 
Destitute  is  we  are  of  a  navy,  and  the  means  of  imme- 
diate maritime  defence,  we  cannot  perceive  in  what 
mode  a  war  with  this  nation,  so  powerihl  on  the  ocean, 
can  promise  the  attainment  of  its  avowed  object — the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  The  Emperor 
of  Fraace  having  lately  republiahed  the  decrees  of  Ber« 
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lin  utd  (Milan,  with  nii0we4'«8MiTMiecs-of.a  dstermi- 
natioii  to  ^nfytee  tbeiD)  and  Great  Britain  httviilg  an- 
Bottiroed  h«r  deiifetorale  paf^poaa  of  making  hwr  Orders 
ID  Cooaeil  eoimnenMii-ato  with  thoee  decrees,  we  are 
iapreased  wHh  a  belief  llMt  a  war,  enoe  beyuo^  must 
be  centinaed  during:  the  pre«eiil  European  eonlhct, 
and  pefbapinbandeoed,  after  yean  of  diaaeieiv  inct^ei^t 
to  all  wars,  witiiout  accomplishing  the^jeet  for  which 
it  was  undertahed^ 

We  forbear  to  present  to  the  cpnsideration.of  your 
honorable  body  a  detail  of  jThOee  multiplied  etils  which 
we  anticipate  in  such  a  conflict,  lest  their  magnitude 
and  Yariety  mighf  be^eonsidend  as  cakuktod  to.de- 
preaa  the  just  confidence  of  the  pe<ljpla  in  the  natiimal 
apiiit  and  reeourcet,  %oA  to  enoonrage  the  persiKver- 
ance  of  foreign  nati<Hi*  in  ^ratonaions  hostile  to  pox 
rights.  We  cannot,  howewr,  biit  hope  that  Govcro- 
ment,  .having  tried  for  yeaw  a  system  of  restrictions 
which  has  proved  ineffectual  in  respect  to  foreigh  na- 
tionst  and  rninops  to  ourselves,  will  once  more  restore 
ns  to  our  Commercial  pursuits,  and,  without  abandon- 
ing Just  claims  of  reparation,  will  enable  us  V>  aid  in 
those  preparations  which,  in  qpme  more  auspicious  pe-. 
riod,  may  afford  capacity  of  vindicating  such  claims 
with  a  probabiUty  of  auccesi.^  And  we  can,  upon  this 
most  aoleoiQ  occasion,  appeaCto  the  dearcher  of  Hearts, 
that,  in  this  application  to  your  honerablo  body,  we  are 
influenced  by  no  party  considerations,  no  spirit  of  dis^ 
aflfoction^  no  dispc^sition  to  embarrass  the  proceedings, 
or  reproach' ihe  motives  of  any  of , the  Departments  of 
Government  Neither . do  the  people  of  Mas»arhRsetts> 
unmindful  of  tiie  example  of  iheir  ancestors,  take  coun- 
sel firom  iear.  3uC  in  this. last  and  sespectfal  effort  in 
behalf  of  their  compin^ial  rights^  and  to  induce  the 
National  Government  to  pause  and  rescue  their  ooun-. 
try  from  war,  they  are  impelled  by  dictates  of  self-pres- 
ervation^ by  their  attachment  to  the  Union^  by  a  per- 
suasion of  the  invincible  and 'growing  opposition  of  the 
people  to  these  measures,  and  \yy  duty  to  themselves, 
to  posterity,  and  to  God. 

.  TIMOTtiY  WGBLOW,  Speaker, 

Ik  vgx  Heoax  op  Rbsbbssntatiybs, 

(Mereif  That  thtf  ibregolhg  memorial  .be  sigded  fay 
the  8penker  of  the  Uouse»  and^  together  with  the  re- 
solve upon  which  it  is  founded,  be  forthwith  transmit- 
ted to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
Senators  an'd  the  Representatiyes*  of  this  Common- 
wealtl^  in  Congrees  be  rpffuesied  to  use  their  utmost 
«Keili#na  to  essi^  |he  ebjeot  thereof  into  effeet. 

Attofii  .  BENJAMIN  PQLLAJRD,  Ckrk, 

SitURDATj  June  13. 

Mr.  -GRfiOG^  from  Che  committ^  to  whom  the 
subject  ivas  recommitted. for  Ihe  purpose,  reported 
a  biil  for  the  relief  of  James  WilkinsoQ  ',  aod  the 
hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  - 

Mr.  Greqg,  from  tbe  committed  to  whom'  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the/erief  of 
ClemeDX  B.  Penrose,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment i  and,  on  his  motion,  the  bill  was  considered 
as  iu  Committee  of  tiie  Wboie;  and,  no  amend*, 
ment  having  been  propo&ed,  it  was  .ordered  to>a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith;  of  Maryland,  from  tl>e  commiitee 
appointed  on  the  s3)ibject,  reported  a. bill  supple- 
meoUry  to  the  act,  eutitled  'An  actt  to  autliorize 


$1  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United' 

States;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 

seconil  reading;'  . 

.    Tbe.  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  the  re« 

mission  of  rorftited  recognisabees  within  tbe  Di»> 

Cn'ct  of  Columbia."  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

passed. 

The  PRhsiDENT  signed,  the  enrolled'  bill  fast 
reported  to  have  been  ezamiaed,  and  it  was  de-, 
Uvered  to  the  commfttee,  to  be  laid  before  ihe 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  meoiorialt 
signed  by  Charles  Carroll,  of  CarroUtoQ)  and  a 
large  number  of  otheu,  inhabitants  of  Aon  Aruor 
del  country,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  depreoating 
the  declaratidn  of  v^ar  with  Great  Briiai.o,  and 
stating  their  reasons* at  larger  against  the  meastire ; 
and  the  jnemorial  was  read. 


Monday^  June  15. 
,  .Mr.  HuNT£a.  from  the^ommittee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  hild  entided  *'An  act  auihorizioy'the 
4iscbarge  of  'W'illiam  Peck  .from  bis  Lmphsoa- 
,ment,^'  reported  it  without  ameodnient.. 
I  l^r.  Recd,  from  the  co.r^mittee  to  whom  was 
referred  ^e  bill,  eolitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Lieutenant  William  D.  Beall,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Tbe  bill' for  tbe  rejief  of  James  Wilkioson  was 
read  the  second  tipie. ,  ^ 

.Mr.  Tait  preseated  sundty  resolutions,  signed 
W.  B.  Bullock,'  chairman,  adopted  .on  the  third 
instant,  at  a  ineeting  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah 
and  its  vicini'ty,  on  the  subject  of  our  relatioop 
with  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  i^pprbbatory 
of  the  mieasures  df  the  General  Government  for 
the  maiateoance  of  our  national  rights.  • 

Mr.  Vabnom  preseiued  the  petition  of  Charles 
XV.  Goldsboroagh  And  others,  praying  a  charter 
jof  incorporation  to  a  company  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  in  tbe  City  m  Washington ;  and 
the  petition  was:/^ad,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
Qt  otherwise ;  aad  Messrs.  VARfiUM,  Gbbqq^  ao^ 
Taylor,  were  appoioted  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatativea 
'informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  disagree  to 
thf»  ameadments  of  ihp  Seaau  to  ihe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
infantry  of  iliie  Army  of  the  Unhed  States ;"  thev 
ask  a  confereoce  on  the  subject-matter  ihereof, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part.  Tha 
House  of  Representatives  have  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled '*Aq  act  confirming^ grants  to  land  in  tha 
Mississippi  Territory,  deuved  from  tbe  British 
CkrveKDment  of  West  Florida,  not  subsequently 
regranted  by  the  Government- of  Spain  or  of  tlw 
United  Stales;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  *An  act  autnorizing  the  Presideni 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companiea 
of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
conc^urrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  las  United  States:. 
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Froceedingw. 


JuvB,  1813. 


T9  ike  Senate  and  Houte^f 

RepresentiUitee  of  the  United  States:    ' 

I  iranimit,  for  the  information  of  CongresB,  eopiei«f^ 
letters  which  hnve  paned  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  filiif ister  Pien- 
ipotentiaij  of  Great  Britain^ 

JAMES  MADISON* 

JuVB  15,  1813. 

The  Message  and  o6pie8  therein  mentitraed 
were  read. 

The  bill  supplementary  tq  an  act,  entitled  *^An ; 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,''  was  read  the  second  time.  > 

'T0E8QAT}  June  16,  .< 

Mr.  Qrboq,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  e^ofirming 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Missi^ippi  Territory,  found- 
cd  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by  the  Spanish 
€k)TejDmeht,'^repo/ted  it  with  amendments. 
,  Mr*  Bayaroj  from  the  c&mmittee  to  whom 'Was 
referred  the  bili^  entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend  the 
laws  wiihip  the  District  of  Columt^ia,"  reported 
it  with  amendidents. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  a  he  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill,  entitled  "^n  act  conferring  cer- 
tain powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Wai^hibgton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,''  with 
amend  inents.' 

The  two  bills  brought  up  yesferday  from  the, 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  seve/ally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
^  The  Senate  toolc  into  consideration  the  resold- 
tioB  of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
a  confereiMse  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  *^^  aet  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army 
.  of  the  Uoiied  States;"  and,  having^  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  ANocRaON,  and 
Varnum,  Were  appointed  ibe  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rbbd,  from  the  committee  io  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term 
of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington,"  reported  it  without 
mmendmjent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  October  next. ' 

Mr.'REco,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Bfates  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  withotit  amendment. 

The  Senate  resunied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
D.  Beaii ;"  and,  lio  amendment  having  been  pro*, 
posed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  Bv  Penrose,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  roilowin$:  Mes^asre  was  received  from  the 
PRBttuBNT  or  TBI  Umitcii  Statba  : 


To  HU  Senate  arid  ftmoe  of 

Repneeatatipee  of  the  United  Sfatee,- 

I  transmit,  for  the  informatioB  of  CorigreaB,  copiea 
of  a  letter  to  the  Seeretary  of  State  from  the  Chaif6 
des  Afiairea  of  the  .United  State*  at  London,  aocampa- 
nied  by  a  letter  frotn  the  latter  to  «he  Britlab  Minitlcr 
of  Foreign  AOaha.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Juws  16,  1913. 

The  Messageand  documents  therein  meDtioBed 
were  read.'      " 

Wbonbsoay,  Juue  17. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  confirming  gfrfuU  to 
land^^n  tfie  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  not  hub- 
seqtiently  regranted  by  tbe  Gbvernment  of  Spain 
or  of  the  United  States."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Greqo, 
WoRTBifiQTON,  and  Ta.st,  were  appointed  the 
committee.  ..   '   . 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to 
'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  to, raise  dertain  t:ompanies  of  rangers  for 
tbe  proifcc|iott  o(tlie  frontier  of  tbe  United  Stales," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Anocrson,  Gbrmam,  and  Rebo,  were 
appointed  (he  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,Mhe  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President,  of  the  United  .States  to  lease,  for  a 
term  of  years,  any*  part  of  tbe  reservations  of  the 
public  gr'oiini  in  the  City  of  Washington ;  and, 
the  bin  having  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  quesHon,  Shall  this  but  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  tim^j  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  pbuse  of  Representatives 
infofibed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  Trieasury  notes';'^  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


TuUtLBDA^yJlXQfi  18. 

The  bill  yesterday  brought  up  from  tbe  He 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  was  read,  and 

passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  Jbe  City  of 
Washington,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctlyjengrossed;  Was  read  a  third  time; 
and,  on  motiop  by  Mr.  Bri^nt,  recommitted  to 
Messrs.  Reeo.  Brent,  and  Gilmaxi,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
JVhole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "•  An 
act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
for  the  county  of  Washington,'iathe  District  of 
Columbia."  together  with  the  amendments  re* 
ported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  hav* 
iog  agreed  fo  the  amendments,  the  Pr«'sideac  re- 
ported tbe  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 
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SfiHJkTI* 


On  the  ^Mlioiir  Shall  tbin  bill  bi»  r^d«  thifd 
tioieow  Mfo^B^d ?  it  jras  deteroNDed  in  Mieaffirm- 
aiif c,  *    »       ,  '  .  ^ 

The  9^BaM  vesuiaed,«ft  la  Commiue*  of  the 
Whole,  theeoimideratioQ  of  thebitl.  tntilled.^'  Ao 
aet  10  amend  the  lamri  wiibip  |he  Dietrioi  ofCo- 
]amtHa,"  together  with  the  amend  men  tn  reported 
thereto  by  the  aeleel  cdoiauiiee;  and^  naring. 
agreed  to  (he  ameadoieftts^tbe Pretident reported 
the  hill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question^  l^hall  thivbiH  be  read  a  third 
time  as  ^meaded  ?  it  was  determined  in  .the  af- 
firmative.        ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "  Aa  »ct  for  the  relief  of 
LieuteaantColoael  William  D..Belili)"  was  read 
a  third  rime^  and  passed.    - 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Wiiol«,'tbeconsideratiD»ior  the  bill  supptemeD- 
tary  to  the  aet,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  ^luxhOriKe  a 
detaebuient  from  the  kiiilicia  of  the  United  States,'' 
paused  April  10, 1813.        ^ 

Off  morion,  by  Mr.-  Batard,  the'  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  eomlnittee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  'and  .Messrs.  Bayard;  Smith.  6f 
iviaryland^  and  WoRTHjifOTOif,  were  appbipted 
the  committee.  •',"-.*/ 

The  injunction  oT  secrecy  tiiereon  having  been 
removed,  on  oaotioo,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  twelve 
hundred  copi.es  of  the  confidential  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  of  Jt^e 
ia^taai I  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  tiise  of 
the  Senate. 

Ckriain  confidential  proceedings  of  the  Senate^ 
eincefiret  June,  are  anjolloto.  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  having  been  retnaped: 

MoN Diiy,  Jane  1, 1812.  ' 
A  confidential  Message  wftsreceiired  fcbm  the 
Prbsidsnt  op  tbb  United  States,  as  follows: 

J  For  this  Message;  see  the  Supplemental  Jour- 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentaiiYea  under  the  date  of  Ja He  1, 1812,/k»^] 

The  Message  and  docudaenis  therein  referred 
to  were  read)  and  referred  to  a  select  committee^ 
to  consist  of  aeven  members,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bilKor  oitberwise;  and  Messrs. 
AifBEBaoN,  Smitb,  of  MajryUod,  Lbib,  Camp- 
BBi^  pf  Tennessee,  Howbll,  Li^lrn,  and  Tat- 
LOB,  were  appointed  tbie^com'miuee.  • . 

'   '  Weonesdait^  June  3. 

.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Batard,  the  cpnfidential 
Message  of  the  Pr^ident  of  the  United^  States,  of 
the  Ist  rostlinir  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
irte  of  the  Senate,  nnder  an  injunction  ofsecrecy< 

FridaTj  June  5.  , 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Messrs.  Macon  and 
FiNi^LBT,  two  of  their  members — Mr.  MacoN|, 
cbairmao: 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Rtfpreseputives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  aoC  declaring  war. 


betweea  Gfeal  Britaip  aad  her  dependencies,  and 
Ihe  United  States  an4  th^ir  Territories ;  in  which 
ibey.ask  the  .conci|trrence  of  the  Senate  j  and  re- 
quest that  the  bill  be  considered  confidentially. 

An  act  dedsnng  wsr  between  Gresl  Britsia  and  her 
depeadendasi  and  the  United  States  apd  their  Ter> 
.  ritories^  '        - 

-  Be  U4nmtUd  by  the  Senate  and  Htnueof  Represent- 
'atives  iff  the  UnUed-  Staies  of  America^  in  Cvngress 
assembiedi  That  war  be  and  l^e  same  is  hereby  decisred 
to  eyist  between  Gvmi  Britain  and  her  dependencies* 
and  the  United  States  aad  their  Temtories;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized 
to  use  .the  whole  land'  and  naval  force  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  the  same  into  effect ;  and  to  issue  to 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  commissions 
or  letten  of  marque  apd  general  reprisal^  in  such  form : 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  against  the  vessels.  goods»  and  effects,  of  that 
Government  of  .Great  Britaini  of  its  subjects,  and  of  all 
persons  inhabiting  w}tHin  any  of  its  territories  or  pos-' 
sessions. 

Oainotion,  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unani*- 
mous  consent;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  it 
^as  referred  to  the  conlmictee  appointed  the  IsC 
Instant  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  U4iJted-  States' of  the  same  date,  to 
consider  and  report  ther^a. 

MonimIy,  Juoed,, 

Mr.  Ani»bbboii«  from  the  qommitte^  ao  whooa 
was  referred  the  J>ilK  entitled  ^  An  ast  declaring 
war  between  Greaf  Britain  and  her  dependeoetes, 
and  the  tJoited  Stales  and- their  Territories,"  f»- 
ported  the  bill  with  amendtnents. . 

JJie  oommittee  also  reported  sundry  eemmttai* 
cations,  confidentially  made  to  them,  from  the 
Treasury  and  War  Derartmenu  on  the  subject. 

On  niptian  by  Mn  Lloyd^ 
•  Qrderedi,Th^i  the  Secretary  furnish  copies  of 
the'stfid  ooaimfuDic4cions  to  such  Seaators  as  naay 
require  them. 

•  Tv^BDAT,  June  9. 

On  motion  bjrMr.  AiiDERSokvthe  bill,  entitled 
'"  An  act  declating  war  bet weeo  Great  Britain  and 
hei^depeqdencies,  abd  the  United  States  aad  their 
Territories;"  wiis  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
(he.  Whole.  .  Mr.  GailliAbb  was  rei^uested  to  take 
the  Chair.;  and,  after  debate,  a  motion  waa  made 
by  Mr,  GREoq,  that  the  bHl  be  recommitted,  for 
further,  tfmendmeht^  to  the  cbuimittee  who  have 
under  consideration  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  Ist  June.  And,  after 
debate,  the  Psesident  tesumed  the  Chair^  aad  tha 
Senate  ndjoarned.  » 

WBDNBsnAT^Jnae  10. 

Mr.GAti.LAiiD  irgs  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  tbe  bdl,  entitled  "^  An  act  declaring  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  Staus  and  their  Territories;" 

Mr.GBBoa^  by  permission,  amended  his  m'ottoa 


207 


HJSTORT  OF  OONOBBSB* 


268 


Benatk. 


ReprisaU  df»  BriHth-  Commerce 


JDRt,iai2. 


for  recomtaitting  the  Bill  to  the*  cotmnlttee  ap- 
pointed on  the  C0D6deniial  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  of  June,  %6 
follows: 

Re90U>ed,  That  thtf  «iU,  entitled '  **  An  aat  dvdariiig 
war  between. €hreai  Britain  and  ker  dependendaa,  and 
the  United  SUtes  and  their  Tenfitoiles,"  be  r^eemmit- 
ted  to  the  oomxnittee  ta  whom  was  eoAtnitted  the  Miee- 
aage  of  the  Pre  aidant,  of  the  lit  inatant,  with  inaarae* 
tioni  to  modifV  and  amend  the  mme,  iir'Mkh.  manner 
tliat  the  Preeident  of  the  United  Statea  shall  haiie  power 
to  authority- Uie  pablic  armed  ehips  and  veMels  of  the 
United  States  to>nake  reprtsale  upon  the  public  and 
private  ship«  and  TeBsels,  goods,  and  merchandise,  be^ 
longing 'to  the  Crown  of  the  UniWd  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  eabjecte  thereof;  and 
aleo  to  grant  letters  of  marqua  and' reprisal,  under  suit* 
able  regulations,  to  be  provided  in  the  bill,  to  private 
anned  rikipa  and  veaaels  to  ]|iake  like  reprtaals*' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  that 
the  motion  be  amended,  so  as  that  the  blH  be  re^* 
committed  to  a  new  committee,  it  was  determined 
ID  the  negatjre.  And  after  debate,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  Senate  tidjoiirned. 

ThdhsdaY)  June  1 1.  >. 

Mr.  Gaillard  was  requeatdd  to  take  the  Chair. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Ai^dsrbon,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  tlepresentatives,  entitled  "An  act  de 
daring  war  between  <lreat  Britain  and  her  depen- 
denotes^  and  the  UnUed  States  aad  their  Terrlto- 
ma,"  was-  reaoined,  and  considered  aa  in  Oora^ 
nittee  of  the. Whole,. together  with  tfare  motioo 
yesterday  aabmitted  by  Mr.  Oregg  ;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  notion,  it  was  deternainred 
10  the  affirmati¥e*^eaa  17,  nays  13,  iis  follow? : 

Ya AS— Messrs  Bayard,  Coadit,  Dana,  Qerman,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Qreges*  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  and 
Woftlnngton.  ■     '  '        > 

NATs-^Measrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GHllard^  'Bope> 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taj^lor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Crawpord  resomed  the  Chair; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  committee  to  Whom  this  bill  is  recom*. 
mittec)  have  leave  to  sit  immediately. 

Fribat,  June  12. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  ibnowing  motion  for 
eoDftideratron :        ^ 

<*  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cauae  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  confidentially,  or 
otherwiae,  as  he  mky  deeqt  expedient,  all  the  informa* 
tioB  IB  the  Department  of  Bute,  not  heretofore  com* 
municatedy  having  relation,  to  the  conduct  af  Great 
Britaip  and  France  towards  the  United  States." 

Orcfered,  That  it  lie  for  coasideriitioo, 
KEPmi^ALS  ON  BRITISH  COMMEROfi. 

Mr.  Andbrson.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted' the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  act  de- 
claring war  between  Grea^  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies^ and  the  United  Slates  and  their  Territo- 
lies,"  with  inatrtxctions  to  modify  and  ame;kd  the 


same,  in  such' manner  tbat  the  President  thil) 
have  the  power  te  aathoriie  the  pol^ie  arnsd 
ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  maken^ 
prtaals  upon  the  pobHe  And  priTate  ships  aod  rts- 
seis,  goods,  and  roerchav^ise,  belongfog  to  ibe 
Crotvd  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britiit 
andlreland,  and  to  the  subleets  thereof;  Itbd  alio  to 
grant  tetters  of  niarque  and  reprisal,  uadefsuittbli 
re^tthitione,  to  be  provided -in  the  bill,  to  printe 
ships  find  vessels  to  make  reprisals,  agreeably  to 
said  initrnetioiTs,  reported  aalollow^: 

^  Aftar  the  Word  Hlat,  in  the  tiurd  line  of  the  bill^ 
strike  out  the  residue  of  the  biU,  and  insert  the  foUev. 
ing  affiMidment :         '  - 

**  The  Preiidant  of  the  Cnited  Statos  shall  be  ud 
he  is  hereby  authoriaed,  from  and  after  the  -^-^  dtja{ 

■  ■■  nett  ensuing, to  causa  repriaals  to  ^ made apon 
the  public  aftd  private  ships  and  vessels,  goodi,  tU 
merchandise,  belonging  to  the  -Grown  ojf  ^  U ailed 
Kingdom  of  Oceat  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  tab* 
jecta  thereof,  which  may  be  found  on  the  high  eete,  er 
elsewhere,  ahei  the  said  — ^^  day  of  — r-  jieat,  eieept- 
ing  suckshipSy  vessels,  or  property,  as  now  are,oriDiy, 
before  the  said  —^ —  day  of  —  nex^,  be  miihm  the 

gsrts  and  harbors^  pr  jinder  the  conUol,  of  the  United 
tates,  and  all  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  within  the 
jutisdictit>n  of  ap^^  Power  with  whom  the  .United  States 
are  not  engaged  m  war ;  and,  for  the  purposes  afoteiaid, 
to  Instruct  the  commanders  of  the  public  armed  \eneli 
which  are  or  which  shaft  be  employed  in  the  eerrieeof 
the  ITnited  States,  to  subdue,  aeiae,  and  take,  any  snaed 
Mr  othef  British  vessel  batongteg  to  the  said  Uniled 
Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  theaih* 
jects  thereoC  which  shall  be  Ibund  within  the  juriaiic- 
tional  limits- of  the^  United  States*  or  elsewhere,  on  the 
high  seas  as  aforesafd.  And  such  captured  vesael,  witb 
her  apparet  guns,  and  appurtenances,  and  the  goods 
or  efiects  which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  ssdm,  beiaf 
british  property,  shall  be  brought  withid  some  port  of 
the  United  Btates,  and  shall  be  duly  proceeded  igaioa 
and  condemned  as  forfeited,  ai\d  shall  accrue  and  be 
distributed  as  by  law  is  or  shall  be  provided,  raipecting 
the  captures  which  shall  be  inade  by  the  public  anofd 
vessels  of  the  United  Btates/ 

<*  8ac.  %.  And  be  it  further  maetedy  Thsi  the  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shaU  be,  and  he  ie  hereby/ 
authorized  to  grant,  to  the  owners  of  private  anaed 
ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  6tataa»  who  shail  mike 
application  therefbr, eomaaiseions  in* the  formwbidiht 
shall  direct,  under  the  seal  of  the  United  Stotei;  and 
saeh  private  aimed  vessals»  when  daly  ooamiiMioaid 
ai^  aforesaid,  shall  haviTthe  eame  Ucenae  and  aothoii^ 
for  subduing,  seizing,  and  capturing  any  armed  or  other 
British  vessels  belonging  to-  the  drown  of  the  Uaittd 
Kingdom  of  Gi^at  Britarta  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  sub- 
jects thereof,  and  for  ^  reeapfnting  of  the  w«ab, 
goods,  and  effects,  of  the  people  of  the  United  8utei» 
as  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the.  United  Statea  by 
law  jhave^  and  shall  be  in  like  manner  suhjeet  to 
such  instructions 'as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Stittes,  in  conformity  with  the  etUbliihed 
law  of  nationa,  and  the  trcatiea  and  laws  of  the  United 
St^esy  for  the  regulation,  of  their  conduct ;  aad  the 
commissions  which  shall  be  granted  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States 

"Sac.  3.  And  he  it  further  etunettd^  Thatevarype^ 
ton  intending  to  set  forth  and  employ  an  armed  vesMlf 
and  applying  for  die  commiaaion  aa  albre^d,  shall  pro- 
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BiSfh^isctts  Oft  Br&uM  CynwntycB. 


Benatb. 


dkn«,  in  wTtliilg,  tb«  ntn>e,  mtid  tnltable  deBcriptiim  of. 
the  v>iiiiftfi»  and  forifiB,  oi-  the  ▼mmI)  and  the .  natte  ef 
iMideDce  of  each  owner  ooncerned  therein^  the  number 
of  the  qrew,  and  the  name  of  the  commander  aiid  the 
two  pfficen  ne^L  in  Mnk  appointed  for  inch  ^eaael ; 
which  writing  thall  be  aigned  oy-  the  person  or  penone 
making  such  applicatiooy  and  filed. with  the  Seoretac^ 
'  of  State,  or  abaU  be  delivered  to  any  other  offi6er  or 
penon  who  shall  be  employed  to*  deliver,  outsjoch  com- 
missions, to  be  by  him  traussnitted  id  the  l^fetary  of 
State. 

*'  Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  before 
any  oomrnission  as  afbresaid^all  be  issaed,  the  owner 
or  oi^ners  of  the  ship  or  veMel  for  vhichtbe  tome 
shall  be  reqoested,  and  the  commander  thereof  for  the 
time  being,  ih«H  give  bond  to  the  United  Statesi'  with' 
at  lea^  two  reeponslbfe  snreties,  not  inlereeted  in  such 

▼eeael,  in  the  •penal  ^nmof ^  thodsand  doUara;  or^ 

if  audi  vesael  be^porOvided  withnnote  than  oiie  hundred' 


aod  nay  men,  then  in  the  penafBiun^f  •— —  thousand  •     f  Sac.  8.  And  be  itfwtker  enaded.  That  all  BHt- 


doUare,  with  condition  thsit  the-  owners,  and  offloers, 
and  wew,  who  dialLbe  employed'  on  i>otrd  of  Aich 
ooa^iniaaio^ed  ▼easels^  shall  and  wiH  observe,  the  ^ap 
tieft  .and  laws  of  the  IJait^d  States,  and  ibe  instructione 
wliicb  shall  be  given  them. as  aforesaid  for  the  regnla^ 
*tion  of  their  condueif  and  will  satisfy  all  damages  atx4 
injuries  which, shali  be  done  or  committed  eontnurjr  to 
the  tenor  thereof  by  such  vessel,  cTarmg  her  commis- 
sion, and  to  deliver  up  the  same  when  revoked  by  the 
}>^reBideAt  of  the  United  States..   .       ^    . 

**  Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enadefi.  That  all  public 
and  private  ships  and  vessels,  g6ods,  and  merchandise, 
belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  ^United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof^, 
together  with  their  a(>pdrel,  guns,  and  appurtenances,' 
which  shall  be'  found  on  beard  the  tame,  being  British 
property,  and  which  shalf  be  captured  by  any  private 
armed  vessel  or,  vessels  of  the  United  States,  duty  com- 
miaaiolMd  as  albresaid,  shall  ^  ibrfett^d*^  aYid  shall  ac-' 
cnie  t^the  oWiiera  theMof  «id  fhe  efiioers  and  ereWs 
by  whoim  such  eaplure  ^11.  be*  made,  and,  on  due  con^, 
denmalion  had,  shall  bo  distributed  according  'to  any 
agreement  which  shaM  be  between  them«  or,  in  laiture 
of  auoh  agreeoient,  then  by  ^e  discretion  of  the  court 
lyefiore  whom  such  condemnation  shall  be.. 

<<  dsc.  6.  And  be  it  fifrther  enacted^  That  all  vessels, 
gooda,  and  efiecUTt  tlie  property  of  any  diizei^  of  tlie 
Uniie4  Btateflk  or  pera^  reeident  therein,  which  shall 
■he  recaptured  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reetored  to  the  law- 
ful owneVs  upon  payment  t^y  them  respectively  of  a 
just  and  reasonable  salvage,  to  be-  d^etennined^by  the 
mutoal  agreement  of  the  parties  concerned,  or  by  the, 
decree  of  any  court  of  the  United  £$tates  having  mari- 
time jurisdiction,  according  td  the  nature  of  each  casc^ 
provided,  that  such  allowance  shall  'not  be  less*  thap 
one-eighth,  or  exceeding  one-half,  of  the  full  value  of 
such  recapture,  witholit  any  dcductiiui ;  and  such  salr 
Tage  shall  be  distrVbutiJd  to  and  among  the  owneri,  of- 
ficers, -and  creVrs,  of  the  private  armed  vessel  or  Vessels 
entifled  thereto,  according  to  any  agreieipent  which 
shall  be  between  them,  or,  in  ctee  of  no  agreement, 
then  by  the  deereiT  efthe  court  who  ahall  deterhnitie 
upon  amoh  salvage* 

<«8s«.  7«  And  H  it  fuHher  enacted,  ^TiitX,  before 
breaking  bulk  of  any  vessel  which' shall  be  eaptuTed  as 
afioreMudy  or  otter  disposal  or  convenion  thereof,  or  of 
any  articles  which  shall  he  found  on  board  the  aame> 
sttch  capture  ahall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  the 


against  befbre  the  district  court  oT  the  same  district ; 
and,  after  a  due  courstf  of  proceeding,  such  capture 
shall  be. decreed  as  fo'rCehed  in  the  district  oourt,  or  in 
the.  circuit  court  of  the  same  district  in  the  case  of  any 
appeal  duly  .allQwed-,  the  same  shall  be  delivered  tdthe 
owners  and  captors  concerned  thetein,  or 'shall  be  pub- 
licly sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  court,  as  shali  be 
finally  decreed  .and  ordered  by  the.  court  And  t^ 
same  court,  who  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  of  any 
libel  or  Complaint  of  any  capture  as  aforesaid,  shall  and 
may  decree  restitution  in  whole  or  part,  when  the  ^cap- 
tore  and  restraint  shall  have  been  made  without  jusix 
catrse  aS  ai(»reasaid ',  /and  if  m^de  without .  probable 
cause,  dr  otherwise  onreasonablv,  may  otder^nd  decree 
damages  and  casts  to  the  party  injured, 'and  for  which 
the  'owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of.  the  private  armed 
vessel  or  vessels  by  which  such  utijust  capture  shall 
have  been  made,  and,  ajso,  such  vessel  or  vessels  shlall 
be  answerable  and  liable. 


ish  subjects  and  others,  who  shall  be  found*  acting  on 
board  of  anv  British  vessel  which  shall*  be  captured,  or 
on  board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  wfaich 
shall  be  recaptured  as  aforesaid,  shalt  be.  reported  to 
the  collector  of  the  iiort'in  which  they  shall  fiist  arrive, 
and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal 
or  some  crril  6t  ,mi^\tkry  officer  of  the  United  States, 
ot  of  any  State,  in  or  near  buch  port,  who  shall  receive 
and  take  inlo^  custody 'the  said  subjects  or  (lersons  for 
thehp  'safe-keeping  and  support,  at  the  expense'  of  the 
United  Siites."  - 

Amiend-  Mw  title,  after  the  word  ^  act;"  strike  out  t&e 
rest  o/the  title,  and  insert  **  aufhorinng  reprisals  against 
the  <5rown  of  the  United  King^m  of  Great  Britahi 
and  Ireland,  and  the- subjects  thereof.** 

And  the  report  vras'  read.  Whereupon,  Mr. 
GrAjLLARD  wHs  rec^uested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and 
the  bill  and  amendnxeoti  ^ere  boasidered  as  in 
Comnailtee  of.  tlie  Whole ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Pope,  to  amend  the  report,,  by  iosertiog,  af- 
ter the  word  "thereof,^'  in  the  tenth  line,  of  the 
fiirst  section,  the  w.ord's  ^Vand,  also,  4]pca  the  pub- 
tic  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  good«,  and  mer- 
chandise, belpilgiiig  to  the  Crowq  of  France  or 
to  the  «UDJects.  thereof:"  it  was  determined,  in  the 
negative^^yeas  15,  nays  17.>s  follows  :    * 

YxAs-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  Germ^j 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,-  Lambert^ 
Lloyd,  Popoi  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland*,  and . Worth- 
ington.    .  • 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,' Cu^ts,  Franklin,  GaillanS, 
Gregg,  Howell,  'I>eib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum.     . 

On  the  question  to  strilce  out,  a^  ref^orted  by 
the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  ins^'.rting  the 
amendments,  the  yeas  were  16,  and  the  nays  16. 

.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present,  those  who  voted  io  the.affirmative,  are: 

.Messrs.  Bayard,  Uondit,  Dana,  German,  GilmaUy 
.Goodrich,' Ciregg,. Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert^ 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

•  Those  wjio  voted  in  the  negative,  are:      • 
Messrs.  AnderBon»  Dihb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ten- 


United  Sutesy'and  shall  .be  Ubell^  and  proceeded'!  nessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Fratiklin,  GaUlard,  Giles, 
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'Rhode  EMmd^Re9olutioiii». 


JuiTE,  1812. 


.         '         Fridat,  Jifne  5. 

.The^amendAieDts  to  tbe  bill,  entitled'**  An  act 
mm^ing  further  prorision  for  settlio^  the  dtimd 
<o  Und  in  the  Territory  of  LouisiaDd,"  hariog^ 
been  reported  by  the  cothmiitee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  h\\\  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended^ 
aDd  the  title  hiiving^  been  amended,  the  bil^  was 
'passed}  with  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  comibitree  on  the  memorial 
of  James  Wilkinson  wfus  resumed* 

Mr.  Smcth^  of  MarylantI,  from  the. committee 
to  whom  vi^as  referred  ahe  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
for  the  more  perfect  orcfanieation^f  the  infantry 
of- tbe  Army  of  the  Uiiiited- States/ Reported  it 
'wiih'ftoietidments.         ■        ^  ' 

Mr.  Qerman,  from  tbe  committee  to  wfabm  ^v«is 
•referred  tbe  bill  to  rer ive  and  continue  in  force, 
for  a. limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
provide  for  th^  refugees  from  the  British  pM- 
yhices  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposesj"  passed  the  24th  of  February,  1810,  re- 
ported it  wrth  amendme'nts. 

Mr,  Brbnt  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Gamble,  praying  compensation  forserrices  ren- 
dered the 'United  States.— Referred  tp  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  Treasury^  to  consider 
akid  report  thereon. 

The  following  Message  was  received  frofn  the 
Prebi&hrt  OP  THE  Unite'd  States  : 
TorthcSenatt  and  Bouse  of^ 

lUpraj/entatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  transmit,  for  the  infilrmation  of  Congress,  copies 
of  a,  coxreipondence  of  ^o  Minister  Plefupotsntiary  of 
.  Great  Britain,  with  the  Secretary  of  State..    . 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Juira  4,  1812.  ^ 

Tbe  Message  and  copies  therein  referred  Xo 
were  read,Rnd  referredt'o  thecbmmittee  appointed 
the  first  instant  on  the  confidential  Message  of 
the  Piesideat  of  the  United  States  of  tha(  date. 


Monday,  June  8.    ^ 
The  Senate  resoiped,  «&  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  oC  t^e  billj  entitled  "  An 
aet  atttWizing  the  cutting  and  making  a  eaiial 
fcom  the  river  Potomac,. aroiifuf  the  west  •end  of 
the  dam  or  causeway  from  M&m>Q's  Island,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the.  ameod- 
DCtents  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and,  having  agreed  to  tbe  amendments,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  the'  bill  to  the  Hotaiae  accordingly.' 
On  the  qi/estrnn,  Shaii  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
tkne  OS  amended  1 .  it  was  determined  in  the  afiSr- 
mative. 
'  The  follo^ng  Message  was  received  from  the 

PteBRIDBRT  OF  THR  UNfTED  StaTBO  : 

Tb  the  Slenate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  lay,  before  Congress,  copies  of  letters  which  have 
passed  betw^n  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the -Envoy 
Extraordinary  and^  Minister  Ptenipotentiaiy  of  Great 
Britain.  JAMES  MADISON. 

JxjHS  8,  181R.' 

Tbe  Message  and  copies  were  read. 


The^  biU  for  tfee  more  perfect  orgaoizatioa  of 
the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  ifhe  United  States  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
amendments  r^rted  by  the  aelect  isommittee 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  further  amended, 
and  the Presidentreported  it  to  the Hooseaccofd- 
io^y  ;.and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
po6t|)oned  untij[  t(Haaorrow.  - 

-  Tuesday,  June  9; 
^  The  amendments  to  (h&bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
authorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a  canal  from 
the  river  Potomac,  around  the  west  end  of  the 
dam  or  causeway  fro^n  Mason's  Island,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
(Correctly  engrossed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  ilcC  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  A'tmy  of  the 
IJnit'ed  States,"  was  resumed,  and  having  been 
further  amended,  oh  the  guestiyn,  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  thi)rd  time  as  amexvded  1  it  was  deter- 
mi(ied  in  the  affirtnatireV  • 

Mr.  Reed  presented  sundry  resblutipas,  sigaed 
Richard  Ridsely,  chaijrman,  the  result  of  a  meet- 
ing of  a  nuropei?  of  citizens  of  Anii  Arundel  coun- 
ty, in  the ^S (ate  of  Maryland,  recommending  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  niay  place  oar  coun- 
try m  a  state  of  maritime  defence,  and  procure  a 
redress  of  wrongs  from  the*  beliiffiirent  nations; 
and  the  resolutions  were  read,  and*  ordered  to  be 
j)riDted  for  .the  use  of  the  Senate. 
\  A  message  froiti  the  JEIou.se  of  RepresentatiFes 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amepdments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
.''An  act  to 'ascertain  and  establi&h' the  western 
boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the 
military  bouotiea  allowed  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  ostab- 
lishment,"  insisted  oa  ^y  the  Senate ;  thejT  ask 
a  conference  on  the  sufaject^and  have  appointed 
managers^  on  their'  part..  They' have  passed  a 
resolution  reauesting  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
assent  to  tbe  formation  of  two  States  of  ihe  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  in.  which  thev  ask  the  coa* 
currence  of  the  Sienate.  Th.ey  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  celief  of  Colonel 
Jonathan  WiIliap[isV'  a. bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colqnel  Wjliiam  D. 
Beall;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose  f^  a  bill,  entitled  ^fin  act  au- 
thorizing the  discharge  of  William  Pe^k  from  bis 
impriaonmeot ;''  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  eoafima- 
ing-  claime  to  lands  in.  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by  tbe 
Spanish  Oovernment;^  also,  a  bill,  entiilpd  ''Aa 
act' authorizing  the  remission  of  forfeited  recog- 
nisances within  the  District  df  Columbia  ;^  |a 
which  bills  they  Irequest  the  concurrence  of  the 
^nate. 

HHODE  ISLAND  R68pLUTION8. 
.'  Mxm  Hdnter  pre^nied  :the  resolntiOQe  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  the  Stateof  Rhode  Island  and  Pro* 
vidence  Plantations)  instructing  their'  Senator? 
add  Representativee  in  Con§prera,  to  U!ve  their  en- 
deavort  lo  avert  the  evils  of  wir,  to  pat  oar  mart* 
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l^ew  York  Mentoriai. 


Sbnate. 


time  frontier  iq  ft  state  of  defence,  and  fibr  the  re^ 
peal  of  the  ealmrgo  and  restrictive  system  ^  and 
the  resoltitions  were  read.    They  are  as  foitews : 
I  Stats'  ov  Rhoss  Islahd  aitd 

I  >  PaOTlOSirCS.  PtiVTATIOVS, 

M  Gerieral  A^BerAhh/t  May,  1812. 
Wfaeressf  from  the  sspect  of  our  foreigR- relatione, 
and  more  especially  from  the- character  of  the  measureis 
adopted,  and  proposed  to  be  adopted,  By  'Congress,' 
during  their  present  session^  it  Is  seriously  to  be  appre- 
hended tiiat  our  country  wUl  soon  be  plunged  iuto  a 
ruinous  War,  unlesd  a-cleai^'  expression  of  the  public 
opinion  shall  correct  the  dangerous  and  erroneous  im- 
pression, which  appears  to  htte  been  made  on  the 
General  Government,  that  the  peopl^.  are  desirous  of 
war,  and  da  approve  of  the  measured  cahmlated  to 
prodtlce  it ;  and,  whereas,  it  is  both  the  right  and  doty 
of  the  peoplcr  either  immedialely  or  by  their  Repte- 
eentatives,  upon'  ooeaaiDne  sq  important,  ai\d  in  times^ 
se  alarming  as  thcf  present,  to  ezpress.their  sentiments 
upon  pnbBo  aflairs,  and  also  the  p'rivilsge  of  rulers  to 
be  infoimed  of  those  sentio&ents : . 

iSesofced^  That,  for  ouiselvea  individuafly^  and  as 
KtoprwenlatiiFes  of  the  freemen  of  this  State,  we  depre- 
cate at.  all  times,  and  especially-at  a  time  when  the 
pecnniary  resooicea  of  the  country  Uavf  been  e^ausl* 
ed  and  cnt  ofi^  both  l^y  tlvs  depredations  and  seques- 
trations of  foreign  Powsrs,  Skid  by  our  own  roinotis 
commercial  restrictions;  when,  by  the  raisjihg  df  a 
large  jnilitaryi  foroe,  for  the  purpose  of  tecritorialcon- 
^ests>  en^'eAt  expenses  will  be  incurred,  and  heavy  bur- 
dens imposed,  whife,  from* the  very  limited  appropria- 
tions made  for  the  protection  of  commerce  jand  the 
defence  of  our  seaports,  the  former  will  be  exposed  to ' 
certaia  capture,  and  the  latter  to  invasion  and  piUage^ 
hereby  leaving  the  burdens  to  be  borne  almost  entirely 
by  the  agricultural  interest. 

/2cso/vf4'That,  from  the  extent  of  our  commerce, 
the  immediate  and' important  interest  whiph  the  whole 
community  have  in  its  encouragement,  and  the  entire 
dependence  of  many  of  our  citizens  for>'  support  upon 
the  employment  it  aflbrdb,  &e  legislative  restricthms 
upon  trade  operate  with  peculiar  severity  upon  this 
State  %  thst,  from  our  inability  to  sustain  the  increas- 
ing burdens  of  war^  distitute'of  pnbltc  fWnde  and  of 
pahlie  laadl^'a9d  depending,  in  time  of  peace,  Upon 
dinct  taxes  for  tfan  support  of  tmr  Stale  govarament,- 
the  pffopoeed'laad  tax  and  initeraaL  taxes  of  the  United 
8tn€aa  wtU.be  emedingly  eppKeasite  nponour  cili^ 
xMis  ;.  nnd  that  die  ac^eaaibla  ataation  and  de&nceless 
state  of  oat  hftrbors  and  seaports,  and  their  superior. 
eUcihiiity,  as  a  naval  resorjt,  for  the  cruisem  of  an  ene- 
mjy  rendering  them  exposed  to  invalioa  and  liable  to. 
,  capiuiroy  will  cao^e  war,  under  such  cifcumstaaces,  to 
be  ruinous  to  many  of  our  towns,  and  eminently  inju- 
rious to  the  whole  State. 

Raolvedy  That,  when  thd  unequalled  privations, 
sufiiBTings,  and  exertionsr  of  the  citizena  of  this  State 
'  during  the  Revolntbnaty  war,  are  considered,  it  can- 
not be  doubted^ that,  whenever  the  country  shall  neces- 
sarily be  Involved  in  war,  they  will  agai^  exhibit  the 
same  patience,  fortitode,  and  patriotum. 

Reaofvidj  That  the  Senators'from  thi^State,  in  Con- 
gress, be  instrttcted,-and  -the  Representatives  fequeeted, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  cause  the  legislative - 
reetrietiona  on  oar  commerce. to  be  vemoved ;  to  pre- 
Tent  tlie  passing"  of  the  propossd  la«»  for  imposing  di- 
rect taXee ;  and  deo  to  oppoae  all  ves&uas  whitliMOj  i 


be  brought  forward  tending  to  involve  dM  eountry  in 
war. 

'Resolved,  That,  if  these  desirable  ol^ects  cannot  be 
obtained,  and  war,  shall  appear  to  be  unavoidAle,  our 
Sectors  and  Rf ^fesentatives  be  instructed  Id  repre- 
sent to  Congress,  >and  to  the  Executive,  the  exposed 
and  defenceless  sitnition  of  this  State,'  the  w^t  of 
arms  for  our  militisy^uid  the  importance  of  our  harbors 
and  seaports  to*  the  ITnitGd  States ;  snd  to  urge  upon 
Government  the  propriety,  necessity,  and  practicabil- 
ity, of  their  defonee,  and  to  solicit  and  daim  from  them 
adequate  imd  timely  means  of  defence  and  security 
against  those  imounent  dangers  knd  perils  to  which 
we  are  to-be  unwilliagly  exposed* 

JUaolved,  -ThatHis  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  pieoedinf  resolu- 
tions -to  the'  Senators  and  Representativas  from  this 
State  in  OieCotfgfaM  of  the  United  SCatea. 

■         ^     NEW  YORK  Memorial. 

Mr.  Smith,. of  New  York,  presented  the  fallow- 
ing petition  of  san(]ry  inhabitants,  merehants^  and 
others,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  the  . 
embarfio  and  noa-im porta tion  laws  be  ^ootinded 
as  a  ^\iDstitute  for  war  against  Great  Bfitain : 
To-the  honarabje  tl^e  Senate  and  House  of  Represea-. 
,  tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled,  the  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants, 

and  others,  inhabitants  of.  the  city  of  New  York, 

respectfully  showeth :     ^    , 
.    Tb^t  yoqr  memorialists  feci,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  lhci]r  fellow  citizens,  an  anxious  solicitude  for  the 
honor  and  interest  of  their  country,  and  *an  equal  de- 
termination to  assert  sad  maintain  them/, 

That  your  memorialists  believe  that  a  eontinuation 
of  the  restrictive  measures  now  in  operation  will  pro- 
duce all  the  benefits  while  U  pravento  the  calamities  of 
wan    That  when  the  Bntjsh  Ministry  become  con- 
vinced that  a  trade  with  the  United  States 'caitnot  be 
renewed^  but  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
the  distress  of  their  merchants  and  manufacturers,  dcd 
their  inability  to  support  their  armies  in  Spsin  and 
^Portugal,'  will  probably  compel  them  to  dmt  measure. . 
*    Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remark,  jkhat  such^ 
effects  are  even  how  visible;  and  it  may  be  reasonably  ' 
hoped  that  a  continuance  of  the  embargo  and  non-im- 
pertation  laws^a  few  months  beyond  tl^  fourth  day  of 
July  i^ext,  will  eflTect  a  complate  and  bloodless  triumph 
ofourjrights*    . 

Your  memorialists  therefore  respectfully  solicit  of 
your  honorable  body  the  passage  of  a  law  continuittg 
the  embargo,  and  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  power  to  discpntinae  the  whole  of  the  restric- 
tive system  on  the  rescinding  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council. 

The  conduct  of  France  in  burning  our  ships,  in  se- 
questrating our  property  entering  her  ports,  expecting 
protection  in  consequence  of  the  promised  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  delay  in  com- 
)>leting'a  treaty  with  the  American  Minister,  has  ex- 
cited great  sensatiov,  and  we  hope  and  trast  will  call 
forth  from  your  honorable  body  snob  retaliatoiy  mea- 
snies  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  prochre  justiee. 
John  Jacob  Astor  Abraham  Smith 

Samuel  Adams  '  Thomss  H.  Smith  Jr. 

Howland  dt  Grinnell       Andrew  Foster 
^.  Slosson  Jacob  Barker 

Israel  Gibbs  William  Lovett 

Isaac  Olaion  William  Edgar  jr. 
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Hall  shctiid  meet  with  a  defeat,  the  conseqaences, 
will  be  aUrmiog;  for  bo.  re io forcemeat  caa  be 
seDt  bim,iior  any  assistance  aflforded  Hoon- enough 
tapreveot  a  disastrous  termination  of  the  erpeci-< 
tion.  -In  that  case  the  British,  with  a  partial  aid 
from  the  Iftdiaos,  might  cr0s»  the  t-iyer  and  take' 
possession  of  Detroit ;  and  if  they  sh6ald  then  ob^ 
uin  the  assistance' of  the  Indians  generally,  it  will 
be  in  their  power  to  drive  in  all  the  frontier  set^ 
tlemenis  of  Ohio;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt, 
when  this,  war  is  once  commienced  tlmt  nearly  all 
the  Indians  will  flock  to  the  British  standard*  I 
will  here  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to  eom- 
plainls  of  oar  Government,  in  the  diplomatic  oor^ 
respondepce  with  Mr.  Foster;  and  mustaeknow- 
ledge,  after  ^o  mueh  talk  about  British  perfidy, 
with  regard  to  exciting,  the  Indians  to  malcevW»r 
upon  us,  I  am  disa^ipoToted  wh^n  I  refer  to  the 

rroof  offered  by  ibe  fiYecutiye  on  that  subject, 
did  ezpisct  that  after  it  was  "made  .a  parttcolar 
p»rt  of  an  £lxecuti ve  mesaage^.  tke  prodf  offered  in 
Its  support  would  havebe^  clear  and  coaciusite. 
Far  be  it  fron^  me  that  I  should  wish  to  become 
the  apoiogtsf  for  any  oi'  the. aggressions  of  the 
BritisH  upon  out  rigbts/or  ftny  of  their  unfriendly 
coodu<rt  towiirdd  us,  but  f  think,  if  our  Exeeuirve 
instead  of  carping  a  i^dsCotd  tag'  about  the  vigilance 
of  the  British,  i»indueingihe  Indians  to  join  them, 
in  the  event  of  a  war  between  the  two  countries, 
hftd  been  more  vigilant  in  .furnteh4ng.th^  Indian^ 
with  the  necessaries  they  had  been  fix  the  h^bit of 
receiving  from  our  public  trading  bouses  l^dd. 
QibeE  sourcea,  and  bad  seasonably  recommended 
to  Confess  to  have  authorized  th^  Executire  to 
make  the  Indians  some  suitable  presents,  at  pf0pe^ 
tijp^es,  it  would  have  beoQ  produotiye  of  fnore'good 
tg-our  ^festerv  frontien  tt  is  said  that  the  British' 
furnish  the  Indians, with  arms  and  ammubiiion ; 
well,  do  not  otir  public  stores  and  traders  do  the 
same  ?  And  do  not  the  Iddians  debend  upon  their 
arms  and  ammtmiXion  for  their  daily  sobsfstenec  ? 
It  should  be  recollected  ^  that  they  are  a  people 
who  live  by  hunting,  and  they  must  be  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition  from  sOme  l|uarter  or 
other.  While  I  am  on  this  subject,  Mr-President, 
I  will  beg  leave  just  to  notice  the  Indian  war  be- 
tween the  troops  under  the  oommand  of  Governor 
Harrison,  and  the  Prophet  and  his  adfaeteota— t 
-mean  the  famouaf ' battle  of  Tippecanoe;  and  I 
will  iisk,  sir,  for  what  purpose  waa  Governor  Har- 
rtsotr  and  (be  armf  und^r  his  command  sent 
against  those  people? 

If  there  was  any  disngreemen.t  between  the  Isl« 
dians  and  our  Government,  why  were  not  discreet 
cooimissipners  sent  to  treat  with  them  first,  and 
let  them  know. that  the  Gtovernmeirt  was  willing 
to  do  them  justice  1  It  is  natural  tosuppose  that 
the  Prophet  and  his  four  or  five  hundred  asso- 
ciates would  never  have  calculated,  on  Coercing 
the  Government  of  the  United  Sia^tes  out  of  much 
more  than  what  was  their- just  rij^ht  toxeceive. 
And,  uppn  what  authority  was  this  war  waged  ? 
Was  not  our  army  collected  and.  marched*  two  or 
three  hundred^ miles,  in  a.  threatening -manner, 
and  without  any  declaration  of  war?  And  did 
not  Governor  Harrison  plant  his  army  in  a  me*- 


naeing  attitude  before  .the  Indian  towiV,  on  their 
pwn  lands,  and  in  their  own  territorv?  Atad  bad 
hot  the  Prophet  and  liis  party  sufficient  reason  to 
believe  that  (everything  dear  to  them  was  at  stake? 
Yes,  sir,  their  homes,  th^ir  firesides,  and  their  ail, 
was  about  to  be  destroyed,  except  they  submitted 
unconditiopally  to  the  commander  who  bad.  per- 
haps, been  the  bausie  of  all  the  difficulty  which 
subsisted  between  the' India cfs  and- our  Grovem- 
ment.  And  I  must  here  ask,  Mr.  President,  if  any 
one  cai^  blame  *tbe  Indians  for  fighting,  under 
such  circumstances'?  No«  sir.i  4!once4ve  rf  -they 
had  not  fouffht  they  would  have  debased  humaii 
nature  itself.  .Since,  then,  thfs  flame  is  kindled, 
.and  that,  too,  by  ourselves,  i^  it  )>nident  to  wage 
a  premature  wurwi^h  Great  Britain,  and-  bring 
h^r  force  in  reality  >and  openly  in  aid  of  tim  sav- 
age tomahawk  aqd  seal  pi  ng^knife,  already  '  raised 
against  our  innocent  frontier  seCllementst  1  think 
the  more  prudent  course  would  be  first  to  treat 
wrthjhe  Indians, 'to  send  some*  two  er  three  dis- 
ci^eet  and  proper  men  among  them  to  promise 
them  Justice'  and  friendship,  and  reafly  tp  pe'rforta 
what  is  iust'  and  right  towards  them ;  and;  then, 
my  word  for  it,  they  would  be' willing  to  remato 
at  peace  with  us.  In  the  mehn  time  let  us  raisie 
and  discipiinje  oat  army  and  fortify, pur  seaports 
and- harbors.  And- when  We  are  prepared,  if 
Great  Britain -does,  not,  in  the  roi^aa  time,  do  as 
justice,  we  can  then  attackher  coloiries  wfih  mare 
certain  proefpects  of  success;  ^nd,  with  the  satis- 
faction,, too,  of  having  first  detached  jfrom  her  the 
aid  of  a  savage  enemy,  whose  known  rtiie  of  war- 
fare is  to  spare  neither  age  lior  sex*. 

I  will  next,  Mr.  President,  take  il  view  of  oar 
real  effective  disposable  force,  which,  in  the  eveat 
of  immediate  war,  isao  protect  and  defend  the 
vast  extent  of-ourNortheraaad  Western  front iei^ 
which  wilt  be  exposed  to  the  totmrsions  of  the 
enemy,  especially  if  weiiave  wat  with  the  Brit- 
ish and  Western  Indians,  both  at  the  same  time. 
.If  wie  may  consider  the  staienient  obtained  from 
the  heRd  of  the  War  Department,  as  correct, 
wha(  a  discouraging  appearance  does  it  afford  us! 
The  records  fn  the  War  Office  tell  us  that,  includ- 
ing officers^  there  are  between  &ix  and  seven  thou- 
sand men  in  the  two  old  armies ;  but  as  to  the  nevr 
army  of '25,009  men,  it  is  difficult  to  give  any 
ceriaiD  account  of  the  t)U.mh(er  recruited.  It  is, 
however^  said;  that  orders  have  beeii*is9tfed  direct- 
ing the  recruiting  officers  to  make  monthly  re- 
turns; bu^,  from  information  which  cannot  be 
dottbteld,  it  seems  that  these  orders  have  not  been 
observed;  so  that  the  War  Department  are  quite 
in  the  dark  as  toHhe  number*  actually  ealisted  in 
the  new*  army.  I  understand,  however,  that  an 
estimate,  by  the  head  of  Ihe  War  Department, 
sets  them  down  at  about  five  thousabd,  more  or 
less,  I  suppose,  as  the  case  may  ))e.  But,  suppos- 
ing Our  three  distinct  armies  tcj  actually  eonsbt 
of  nine  thousand  men,  exclusire  of  the  aiek, 
(which  will  be  found  a  very  lifieral  estimate,) 
they  do  not  then  give  you  men  enough  toyman 
the  guns  in  the  works  for  the  defebce  of  the 
Western  frontier  and  seaports..  The  most  of  the 
six  thousand  men  of  the  old  army  appear  to  be 


277 


BISTORT  OF  CONORBSa 


278 


JONB,  1S12. 


Hif^iiUiits.  loiih  Qrtqjt  BrUoin^ 


SENA'te* 


spread  o?er  the  whole  ext^Dt  of  the  United  States 
axid  ibeir  Territories;  and,  this  Setoff  the  case, 
where  is  the  hrmy  to  eorae  from  for  the  invasioo 
of  Canada?  If  gehtlemen  calculate  on  the  new 
airmy  of  25,000  m^n  for  that  purpose,  I  will  aek 
them  to  show  me  the  army,  or  inform  ma  where; 

.  it  i^ay  be  found  ?    Is  it  under  the  direction  apd 

daily  discipline  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  op 

th^  grand  rendezvous  at  A16any ;  or  is  it  only  au 

.army  on  paper ;  ox.  is  it  the  small  part  which  may 

he  recruited,  and  are  spread  pYer  the  Union  at  the 

'  different  recruiting  places,  following  the  recruit-, 
ins  sergeant)  and  tbe  drun[x.and  fife,  in  the  rags 
whieh  happen  to  cove^  .th^m  when  they  enlist.} 
and  not  knowing  bow. long  they  may  remain  in, 
that  forlorn  condition,  for  the  want  «f  proyidept.. 
care  ini  the  Wax  pepartment  ? 

But;  yit^  President,  I  will,  for  a  moment,  sup- 
pose this  army  ^as  raised,  and  marched  on  to  the' 
grapd  parade  near' Albany ;  and.  I  wiirthen  ask, 
air,  hpW  soon  it  could  be  aufficiehtly  disciplined' 
aftd  formed  fit  ibr  actual  b'ervlce  4  I  do  pot  pre-, 
tend  to  nare  much.niilitary  ^kill^hut  I  am  in.fptm- 
ed  by  those  in  whose  judgment  and  expedience  I 
can  confide,  tli^t  nine  fiionths,  at  least,  is  neces- 
sary fox  this. purpose,  when  an  army  is  rnade  op 
of  raw  cecruits.  Yau.ng  men  whabaye'done^itr 
tie  or  no  military  duty,  collected  from  the  difiBer- 
ent  States  of  the  Cnioq^  inhabuing  dLfierent.  cli- 
mates, and  possessing  dinereal  customs  ^ndmau-. 
n^rs,  a^  well  as  pre|udi'cesj  under  such  circilim- 
atanc^Sj  it  will.  I  ha?e  little  doubt,  require,  a 
whole  yea^  to  form  the  platoon  officers  of  this 
army  >  nnd  officers  cannot  discipline  the^en  till 
they. learn  their  Qwn'duty.  I  believe  it  is  qult^ 
aa  important  to- have  ^our  office/s  understand- 
their  duty  as  the  hien,  if  not  more  so ;  because 
the  boldii^r^  in  the  movetnenu  and  erolutions 
of  an  army,  are  mere  machines,  actuated  by  the 
dtrectioos  of  their  ofi&cers ;  which,.if  we  viewthe 
I^igher  grades  of  ^uch  a<  the  field,  stafij  and  gen- 
eral ofi&ers,  pan  we.  with  propriety  caloulate  on 

'  the  experience  of  those  among  them  whose  ^rvi- 
ces  iaour  Revolutionary  war.have  justly  entitled 
them  to  our  attention  at  the  present  crisis  in  as 
ample  and  confidential  ^  manner  as  if  no  recess 
or  la  psa  of  experience  bad  taken  place  1  Itstrikes 
me,  sir,  that  it  maybe  fairly  questioned  whether^ 
from  age^nd  the  WAnt  of  practice  since  1783, 
tb^y  have  hot  lost  that  knowledge  their  hard  ex- 
perience had  form^erly  afforded  them.'  However, 
sir,  for  my  part,  I  am  always  willing  to  .repose, 
the  greattist  confidence  in  our  Revolutionarv  ofii- 
cera  and  soldiers,  and  trast '  the  you 02  soldiers 
will  prove  theinselves  equally  Woriay  bf  biy  con-' 
fidenee.  /  . 

Before,  yte  take  jthe  step  proposed  by  the  bill 

'  before  us,  I  think  we.  ought  also  to  make  some 
.calculation  on  the  general  state  'of  the  nation; 
Except  soma  trifling  Indian  war,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected we  have, been  twenty-nine  yeairs  at  peace, 
.  and  have  become  a  nation,  in  a  great  degree,  of 
active  money-makei's.  We  have  lost  .much  of 
the  spirit  of  war  and  chivalry  possessed  by  our 
Revolutionary  fathers ;  and, we  are  a  people,  also, 
not  over  ibnd  of  payibg  taxe§  to  the  extent  of  pur 


ability,  and  this  -b^caus^  our  purses  have  been 
sweated  down  by  our  restrictive  system,  till, they 
have  become  ligoU 

I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  trespass  on  your  atten- 
tion, Mr.  President,  while  I  advert  td  the  situa- 
tion of  our  sipall  but  daring  navy,  the  increase  of 
which,  it  will  be  remembered,  has  been  decided 
against. by  this  Senate  during  the  present  session, 
Iris1rue,.provision  has  been  made  for  rebuilding 
some  three  or  four  frigates,  which  had  been  deem- 
ed unworthy  of  irepair ;  and  that  a  small  suni  of 
money  has  been  appropriated, for  the  purchase  of 
materials  ibr  building*  some  vessels  of  war  at  a 
future  day,  but  tbe  appropriation  is  so  scanty  that 
very  little  can  be  expected  from  it.  I  am,  how- 
ever, ready  10  acknowledge  that  tlie  few  ships  we 
have  .ready  for  service  are  good  ones,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but>they  are  kept  in  proper  order  for  im- 
mediate and  active  employment.  •  This,  however, 
I  aia  perfectly  confident  o(^  that  there  is  not  a 
braver  set  6f  officers  and  sailors  in  existence, 
than  thbse  by  whom 'they  are  commanded  andf 
manned ;  but  we  cannot,  therefore,'  expect  that 
this  little  4^et,  if  it  mav  be  so  called,  can  be 
competent  to  hold  in  checx  any  detacliment  tha( 
Great  Britain  j&  able  to  send. upon  our  coast  from 
her  thousand  ships.  ,  It  would  be  a  sacrifice  of 
justice  to  imagine  it.  Prior  to  any  declaration  0% 
war,  Mr.  President,  my^plan  would  be,  and  my 
first  wish  is,  to  prepare  for  it — to  put  the  country 
in  c6mplete  armor — in  the  attitude  imperiously 
demanded  in  a  crisis  of  war,  and  to  which  jt  must 
"be  )>rought  before  any' war  can- be  efEeciiveT^this, 
too>  would  be  agreeaSle  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  EhSecutive  \  but  I  ^ould  not  first  rashly  com- 
mit the  nation  by  such  a  measure,  and  then  begin 
to  look  about  us  and  try  to  make  preparation  for 
tneeting  the  calamity  we  have,  without  aonsider- 
ation,  brought  .upon  ourselves. 

It  will  be  necessary,  Mr.  President,  to  take  a 
view  of  the  subject  of  ways  and  means  on  this 
occasion,  and. see  what  aspect  the  finances. of  the 
nation  afford.  .  It  is  well  known  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,,  that  our  Treasury  is  empty, 
and  that  the  Governna«nt  has  b^en  under  the 
necessity  of  authorizing-  loans  in. time  of  peace; 
but. has  the  sanguine  expectations  relative  to  the 
subscriptions  for  tbe  eleven  million  loan,  author- 
ized this  session,  beeo-^t  all  answered?  I  be- 
lieve not.  •  If  my  recollection  servers  me«  faith- 
fully, there  is  about  five  millions  still  wanting  to 
complete  th%  subscription  to  the  loan  for  the  cur- 
rent year's  expenditures;  and  J^ere  it  is  worthy 
of  rerpark,  what  quarter  of  thetJnion  has  been 
most  remiss  on  this  patriotic  occasion.  If  I  were 
to  inquire  how  much  the  SUtes  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains  have  subscribed  to  this  loan,  I 
believe  the  answer  would  be,  not  one  dollar;  but, 
sir,  if  the  people  in  those  States  have  not  been 
foun<)  forward  in.  their  subscriptions  towards  car- 
rying oa.the  war,  therr  Representatives  have 
inad^up  for  thiis.denciehby  by  being  forward  and 
liberal  enough  in  ibeir  War  Speeches. '  They  have 
raised  the  war-whoop  equal  to  those^of  any  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  particularly  the  represen- 
tation from  the  ^tate  «f  Kentucky,  one  of  the 
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gentlemen,  in  this  Senate,  only  excepted.'  After 
the 'war  is  once  comnaeoced,  however,  I  presume 
gentlemen  will  find  sometbitig^  more  fok'cfbte  than 
empty  war  speeches  will  be  necessary.'  It  will 
not  be  sufficient,  then,  to  rely  on  war  speeches', 
documents,  nor  proclamations,  Xo  repel  the  attack 
of  an  enemy,  or  to  carry  war  into  their  territory.' 
And  I  have  understood  tbatlhe  people  of  those 
States  are  aot* extremely  partial  to  internal  and 
direct  taxes,  nor  were  ihey  very  -  promptly  coU 
lected  and  "paid  there,  when,  formerly  laid,  under 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adaps. 

In  crossing  the  Alleghanies,  we  look  almost  in 
vattt  in  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Soath  Caro- 
lina for  that  liberal  spirit  io  contributing  to  the 
loaa,  which  was  no  doubt  so  much  relii^d  on  .by 
their  representation  in  the^famous  war  speeches, 
when  they  urged  war  on  almost  any  terms.  The 
banks  and  people  of  those  States,  in  refusing  to 
subscribe,  haye  evinced  a  backwardness,  which, 
from  i!he  language  of  war  held  by  their  represen- 
tation, was  least  to  have  bQen>xpected;  although 
it  is  there  perhaps  that  we  may  find  the  combus- 
tibles which  have  kindled  this  mighty  war  flame, 
and  precipitated  this  natioii'to  the  verge  of  ruin. 
We  will  now,  sir,  pass  on  to  .good  old  Virginiaj 
Uie  Ancient  Domin ion -^that  proud  State,  which 
mis  governed  this  nation  twenty  years. out  of 
twenty-four-- and  there,  sir,  we  may  alio  look 
for  her  full  proportion  of  th^  cause  and  origin  of 
this  untimely  war  me«sur«,  this  fatal  .tYagedy, 
which,  before  it  is  over,^  Will  cause  the  country  lo 
suffer  pain  in  every  member,  and  to  bleed  at 
every  pore.  Yes,  sir,  it  Tirginia's  sons  h.ave  not 
been  as  open  and  ardent  in  producing  this  fatal 
bill  as  those  of  »ome  other  Slates,  th^y  hstve  no 
doubt  acfed  their  part  well  behind  the  curtain  as 
prompters.  But  bow*  stands  this  proud  head  of 
the  nation  pn  the  books  for  th«  subscription  ^ 
the  ioati?  Has  shg.  by  the  paltry  sum  she  has 
subscribed,  evinced  her  determination  to  avenge 
her  country's  wrongs?  Or  has  she.  by  that»  sup- 
ported the  zpal  so  strongly  and  so  repeatedly  pro-, 
fessed  ?  We  shall  find,  sir,  that  these  States  will 
not  be  more  liberal  in  furnu«hi!)g  soldiers  to  fight 
your  battles  than. they  have  been  in  assisting  in 
the  means  of  maintaining  and  paying  them. 
Their  liberality  and  willingness  to  furtiish  your 
armies,  and  every  other  place  in  the  GFOvernmentf 
with  officers^  fdb  not  doubt;  but  further,  or  other 
aid,  need  be  little  expect.e(i. 

If  this  representation  t  hat«  been  making  to 
the  Senate  be  facta,  whence  are  we  to  expect  sub^ 
scriptioas  to,  fill  the  remainder  of  this  ioan;  and 
where  is  the  money  to  come,  from  after  (his  year? 
It  is  not,  I  belkve,  to  be  expected  from  those 
States  whose  Ilepreseniauves  seem  to  be  so  liberal 
in  votes  and  speeches  for  immediate  war;  but,  if 
it  is  to  be  filled  at  all,  it  must  be  done  by  the 
States  and  people  north  of  the  Potomac.  Yes, 
sir,  both  the  money  and  men  to  carry  on  the  war, 
must  mostly  come  from  the  Northern  States, 
where  (he  people  are  opposed  to  entering  into  the' 
war  in  this  blind  and  rash  ifnanner,  without  sys- 
tem o;  preparation.  And,  aceordin|r  to  the  cal- 
culation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treair^ry,  whof 


I  imagine  to  possess  as  much  sagacity  ai  aoy  tff 
thef  Cabinet,  ^e  have  no  reason  to, expect'  loans 
in  future  for.cai*r]rii)g'  on  the  ymx  i>horc  of  ^ight 
per  cent.;  and  when  th»(  take^r  niace,  we  maf 
freelv  say,  we  hfive  seen  nearly  all  the  measores 
df  Mr.  Adams's  Administration  revived. 

Mr.  President,  1  have  now  taken  a  view  of  the 
ability  of  the  cquotvy  we  are  about  to  make  war 
upon,  to  sustdin  that  war,  and  make  it  terrible  t6 
ps;  I  haye  also  shown  the. Wretched  unprepared 
situation  my  country  is  ip,  to  repel  the  attacks  of 
an  ene6iy,  mnch  less  ofcarrying  war  into  ihe  en- 
emy's territory  with  a  probability  of  success.  If 
I  have'given  a  true  statement  of  the  situation  of 
the  disposable  force-of  the  two  couiftries ;  if  I  bare 
draivn  a  true^picturfl  (although  a  very  disagree- 
able task  for  me  to  perform)  of  the  situation  of 
oiir  coui^try.  and  of  oqr  present  inabilrty  to  make 
war  upon  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  {  have  not  been 
deceived  by  my  zeal  and  atkxiety  to'  check  Che 
passage  of  this  bill  anxito  a^oid  the  evils  which 
in  my  judgment  it  will'^  bring  up6n  mv  beiored 
country^  (and'  my  tvonest  conviction  b  that  i  bare 
.not)  can  ti  be  possible,  thai  a's  grave  and  discreet  a 
body  as  this  Senate,  with  the  ftcknowledged  jaa- 
tiee  of  my  statements  before  tVem,  will,  at  this 
tim^pass  the  bill  undeV  consideration?  Can  we 
look  for  a  blessing  without  the  o(se  of  rational 
means  ?  Does  God  in  his  providence  ever  dia- 
pebs'e  his  blessings  on  any  but  those  who  are  rigi* 
la'nt  in  the  u«e  of  .means?  Can  "we  expect  to 
.reap,  if  we.  nej^leet  to  sovi^?  If  we  do,  the  crop 
will  surely  be  briars^,  thorns^  and  thistles.  I  mutt 
call  oil  erery  member  of  this 'Senate  to  pause  be- 
fore be  le&ps  in t(^  or  crosses  the  Rubicon — (fe- 
claring  war  is  passing  the  Rubicon' in  reality,  and 
you  cannot  recross  it  w)ieo  yoji  please.  .It  mtasc 
be  remeihb^red,  that  whlei^  you  oocede<ilare  war, 
ydu  must  obtaid  the  cotisent  of  your  enen^y  be- 
fore yon  can  make  pe'ace..  And  geiitlemen  may 
be  assured  that  if  we  do  not  pause  and  reflect, 
before.  We  act,  the  people  will  reflect  and  exaai'> 
ine  our  deed's  afterwe  have  a6t'ed;  and  if,  cootrarf 
to  every  principle  of  prudence  and  common  sense, 
we  at  tl|is  lin^e  declare  war.  the  people,  who  are 
always  governed  by  the  rules  of  common,  sense, 
deduced  from  practical  observation,  will,  after 
they  have  hjid  time  to  reflect,  dismiss  us  as  on- 
'profitable  servants.  i 

r  ^o  not;  Mr.  President,  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  bill  at  this  time,  or  press  so  bard 'for  its  post- 
ponement, because  I  doubt  the  justice  of  our  cause 
or  perfidy  of  th6  en^mf,  we  are  about  to  declare 
war  upon.  ,  Nor  should  I  bare  doubted  ourowa 
ability,  h'Ad  our  resources  been  #eH  husbanded, 
for  four  or  five  past  yeaVs,  to  make  the  wair  ter-  * 
rible  to  our  enemy— .but  the  tal,e  of  the  bad  maa- 
agement  of  our  resources,  js  too  obvious  and  too 
lamentable  to^bb  told  at  this  time ;  although,  wHh* 
out  subjecting  myself  to^the  charge  of  raising  c 
cry  against  ttie  Kxecuttve,  1  may  assert  it  is  a 
notorious  and  lamentablefact,  thM  the  President 
negleirted  to  fill  the  ranks  in  the  additional  army, 
duriogthe  period  between tbeadjonrnnl^ntof  the 
last  and  the  meelfng  of  the  present  Congress ;  and 
he  has  also  neglected  to  direct  the  purchase  of 
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the' necessary  muliiUoos  of  w«r  wbeo  appropria- 
.tioDs  had  heen  tnade  by  ihe  B|ey6nlh  Cop^resw,. 
for'hotb  porpQaes.'  Tbeve  neglects  naturally  cre- 
ated a.  suKptcioB  of  ibe  sincerity  of  the  Preai- 
^  deni'd  War  Mes^agre.  There  is  another  fact)  a 
^  aetioOs  a  material  fact,  which  I  have  heard  ac- 
.kaowiedged  by  ajmodt  etarj  meinber  of  this  Sen- 
ate :  .it  is  this,  thattbe  head  of  the  War  Dej)art- 
ment  is  in  a  great  de^r«e  deficieot^n  ^iilj  unable 
,  to  tfyatemffti^Ee,  aad  Wanting  Energy  to  exeoatetbe 
necessary  busrness  of  that  'defmrtment.  Why  not 
placB  a  man  of  bompatept  ability  at  t|ie  head  of 
voor  War  Department,  one  whd  will  reduce  4h'e 
business^  of  that  dejiartipent  to  order,  who  will 
mark  out  a  regnlar  syinem  of  discipline  and  gov- 
,^ro meat  for  four  Army,  and  more  parti<;nlarly 
thastaff  of  it ;  so  that  when  yout  displMlibfe  force 
may  be  hrooght'tp  act  upon  tb^ej^emy  tberemay 
be  «  prospect  of  a'dvaatage*or  victory  ?* 
'  If  the  takin?  of  Canadii,  Mr.  Fresideni,  is^the 
real  object  lot  the  war«  no'  discreet  Executiv<e 
woald  wish  Ihat  war.  declared^  vntif  be  saw  a 
'for6e  raised,  concentrated,  and*  disciplined,  tliat 
would  warran^  th^.calculation  of  MontreaPs  being 
in  ou-r  possession  within  six  weeks' after  the  de- 
claration; for -if  Canada  is  not  assailed  in  ibis 
manner,  \he  conflict  must  be  lengthy,  and  cqnse- 
<|jaeaily  more  biugAy  if  not  doubtfnL  .If  you 
commence  the  attack. at  «Fort  Maiden,  and  pursue- 
tbe  enemy  down  the  lakes  and  rivers;  i hey  will 
be  falling  back  or  retreating,  on  their  reinfarce- 
ments,  and  constaCitly  inernasiag  and  concentra-^ 
ting  their  foraeb;  and  would  perbaj^s  be  able  to 
bold  your,  vtuy  in  check  before  it  reaches  Mon- 
treal ;  but  let  yout  army  be  enabled  by  its  strength 
to  first  possess  itself  of  Mt>ptreal,  and  all  4he  up* 
jter  country  must  AiU  of  course ;  you  would  then 
aobn  beabl^  to  draw  the. liftft  dividing  your  army 
and  that  6f  your  enemf  between  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  and  when  this  is  accomplished  you  hate 
lut  an.end  to  the  lodhin  war,  by  cutting  the  In- 
tans  off  from  any  further  succor  from  tbe  Brit- 
ish. Did'I  wish,  sir,  to  embarrass  the  fi^tecuu've 
at  tbe  expense  of  t^e  blood  and  treasui^e  of  my 
country,  i  would  vote  foi'  the  immeidiate  passage 
of  this  bill;  I  would  strive  to  bring  on  pr^tkia- 
tiure  war,  especially  since  he  has  recommended 
it '»  and  I  must,  sir,  be  here  per  fitted:  to  ask.  who 
displays  the  {rreatest  fri^ndsbipfor  the  President, 
those  that  wish  fo  plaiiga  him  and  the  nati^ 
down  the  preeipior  which  presents  itaelf  to  us, 
or  ihoii^  who  wif>h  to  cheek  this  hazardous^tbis 
uncertain  step?  ' 

I  do  not,  Mr.  Pr^ident,  draw  aH  these  discour- 
aging pictuTesjOr  relate  "these.lamentable  facts, 
because  i  would  shrink  fVom.tbe  conflict  or  ter- 
rors ol'  war,  (or  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  my 
injured  country,  sooner  than  aiiy  gentleman  of 
thin  Senate,  nor  with  a  wish  that  all  these  evils, 
may  be  realised  ;  my  object  ih  to  avert  them  from 
my  country.  I  do  ir,  sir,  to  check  the  precipitate 
step  of  plunging  my  country  prematurely  into  a 
war,  without  any  of  the  means  of  making  the 
war  terrible  to  oun  eoelny ;  and  with  the  cer- 
tainty that  it  will  be  terrible  to  ourselves',  or  ai 
least  to  our  merchants,  our  seaports,  atid  cities. 


di 


Yes,  sir;. the  milliotas  thai  yaur  merchants  will 
lose  fa  consequence  of  this  rash,  tliis  premature 
step,,  will  strike  them,  with  terror  and  dismay 
from  New  Orleans.to  Maine;  and  how  lame;nta- 
ble  it  is  that  a  war,  which.  has4br  its  avowed  ob- 
ject the  protection  of  ccMoaraereial  Tights,- should 
be  commenced  at  a  time  and  in  a  manner  which 
will  prove  -  more  destructive  to  commerce  itself 
than,  all  the.  p]underings  and  burnings  of  both 
Frapee  and  England.  But  I  •conclude  the  osten- 
<sible  object  of  this  w.af  U  to  force  tbe  cotton  and 
tobacco  trad^  into  .the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
to  support  the  Executive  in  the  declaraMoo,  that 
tbe  Berlia^and  Milan  decrees  are  revoked ;  but  it 
>bould  be  recoUeAed,<  that  it  wiU  not  only  be 
necessary  in  order  to  enforce  a  marker  for  our 
cotton  and  tobacco  upon  the  Continent,  t6  obtain 
a  repeal  qf  the  British  orders  ;^  but  it  will  be  also 
necessary  to  force  Napoleon  4o.  give  up  his  coiui- 
nental  system,  or  Inake  an  exception,  in  it  in  our 
fkvor.;  and  even  if  he  permits  jus  to  go  to  the 
Continent^  with  tbe.produce  of  our  soil,  his.tariff 
of  duties  is  an  eacolusion  to.  our  trad^,  for  cotton 
.and  tobac4!o  will  ^icarcelyp^y.ff eight  and  charges. 
I  must  now  ask,  sir,  with  what  force  we  are  to 
effectual  all  jLhe^e  d^sirabld  olijects  ?.  Are  our 
six '  thousand  'men,  and  the  few  raw  recruits  of 
the  new  araiV' spread  over  the  yas^t  extent  of 
these  United  StaUs  and  their  Territories,  and  our 
little  fleet  of  four  or  five  frigates,  equal  to  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Caoadas)  ahd  the  prptection.of .  our 
maiitipie  fron tiers,  and  to  strike  the  British  Gov- 
ernment and  tbe  inflexible  Napoleon  with  such 
^rrors,  that  we  are  td  expect  they  will  abandon 
iheic  system,  of  fvarfare  against  each  other?  I 
presume  no  one  wiU  pcetend  to  say  they  are. 
Well,  then,' why  declare  war  at  this  time;-  why 
will  gentlemen  not  defer  until  your  new  arioy 
of  twenty-five  thousand. men  are  raised  and  d is- 
clplip^d  fit  for  service  f  It  must.be  .believed,  sir, 
if  we -now  declare,  war,^  that  tbe  object  of  it  is 
pot  for  the  reduction:  of  Canada, .  because  we 
have^pot  the  ineans  provided;  ana  I  am  ^ome- 
"What  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  real  object,  but  H  I 
d9je  indulge  a  suspicion  that  the  real  and  avowed 
objects  are  diflerent,  I  «hog|d  say  this  war  is  to  be 
declared, 'but  not  prteeiHited., other  than  in  a  de* 
fensive  mannerfand  consequently  altogether  with- 
in our  own  territory,  and  to  operate  as  an  enforce* 
ment  of  the  restrictive  system,  lind  maf  with 
propriety  be  caliecl  (no  ter/apin  war,  and  be  by 
some  considered  morp.popular'than  a-  continu- 
ance of  tbe  embargo. 

I  have  heard  some  complaititsand  charges  of 
incodsistencv  agaipst  those  members  6^  Congress 
who  voted  for  raifing  the  twenty-five  thousi^nd 
men,  because  they  would  i^ol  now  vote  for  war  1 
I  never  once  supposed,  nor  would  anybody  in 
their  senses  suppose,. a  vote  to  raise  an  army  as  a 
preparatory*  measure  to  coeifce  Justice  ftota.  a 
neighboring  nation^  would  imf>6se  (he  obligation 
of  voting  lor  a  declaration  of  war^  before  that 
aroAy  should  be'raised.  For  my  part,  sir,  ever 
since  I  had  the  honor  pf  a  seat  in  this  Senate,  I 
have  uaifprmiy  voted  appRopiriations  for  tbe  put- 
ting.my  couniry  in  4  state  df  deHtticeyfind  to  pre- 
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pare  it  For  war.  A  country  well  prepared  to  meet 
war  wiil  scarcely  find  war  necessary,  bot  4f>jt 
cannot  be  avoided,  preparation  does  away  half 
its  terrors  And  if  gentlemen  will  show  m^an 
army  of  tarenty^frre  thousand  focn,  well  formed, 
disciplined,  and  supplied,  at  the  place  of  the 
grand  rendezvous  near  Albany,  give  us  a  reasod- 
aUe  increase  of  our  navy,  and,*w)ir place  both  the 
great  belligerents  oh  the  same  footin^T)  (as  I  con- 
sider th^m  equal  trespassers  on  our  rights,-)  t^en, 
I  say.  if  Great  Britain  will  oot  do  us  justice,  I 
will  vote  at  the  proper  tipne  a  declaration  of  war 
against  her ;  and  I  will  use  my  utmost  ezertiofisio 
make  the  war  terrible  t6  her— 'but  to  declare  War 
without  the  means  of  malcing  the  enemy  feel  its 
horrors^  and  afa  time  when  it  iQQst  produce  «vil 
and  terrors  only  to  ourselves,  strikes  me  wttli 
astonishment.  If  war.  is  declared  before  we 
have  a  force  raised  sufficient  to  s^hdu^  Canada, 
we  shall  hai^^war  upon  our  nprth«rn* frontier,, 
and  perbaps  it  will  be  pushed  into  our  territory ; 
this  will  be  particalarly  alarming  and  distressing 
to  theM'nbabttants  on  the  Canada  llhe;  and  your 
militia  will  be  called  out  from  their  usual  busir 
ness  and  avocations  of  lifb,  into  the,  field,  as  sol- 
diers for  the  protecMon  of  the  (Vontier  settlements, 
and  you  »wiir  have  all  the  expense  of^a  regular 
campaign,  without  any  of  its  beneits;  besides 
that,  the  Q^vils  attending  upon  citlliitg  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  militia  into  actuaf  service  for  any 
considerable  time,  is  almost  Incalculable.  -After 
a  short  time,  sickness,  death,  and  many  ather 
evils  will  teach  you  the  'impropriety  of  reiving 
on  them  for  the  carrying  on  th^  tvar;,and  the 
discouraging  effects,  which  these  calamities  nat- 
urally attendant  on  militia  camps  will  have  on 
the' community,  when  those  who  survive  return 
home  lo  their,  families  and  frieiAls,  and  tell  the 
mournful  tale,  ar^  to  bb  seriously  deprecated. 

But,  sir,  when  I  look  round  this  Senate,  and 
see  a  number  of  pur  Revpluttonary  patriots 
who  have  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  my  hopes  are  cheered.  It  is  to  them. 
I  look  at  tbia  time;  it  is  from  their,  experience 
and  discretion  (venerable  fathers  of  their  caun- 
try>  itat  that  country  expects  this  impendif^g 
evil  to  be  aylerted.  And  can  it  ^be  possible 
that  .the  younger  men  of  this  Senate,  who  must 
have  descended  from  so  discreet  and  noble  an 
anoestrv  as  their  Hevolntionary  fathers  proved 
tbemsetves  to  bc;  should  suffer  their  judgment  to 
be  80  misled  as  to  vote  agaia^  the  postponement 
of  this  measure,  vfhieh  may,  if  it  passes  under 
the  present  eircumstances,  put  to  the  test  the  very 
exiatenee  of  ihe  Oonstiintioa  under  which  we 
have  enjoyed  s5  much  liberty  and  happiness,  add 
the  attainment  of  which  cost  oar  fathers  so  miich 
blood  and  treasure! 


MoDTDAT,  June  lie 
The  Senate  resunoed  the  eoiisideration  of  the 
bill^  entitled  "An  act  declaring  ^"ar  between 
Qieat  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and  the 
United  States  and  their  territories,"  together 
with  the.  mottOQ  made  by  Mr.  Qmaukn  to  poa^ 


ponje  the  f under  ^unside ration  ther«<^  untif  tto 
first  Monday  in- November  nest: 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it 
was  determined  in  the  i»egaiire*^yeas  10,  aaya 
22,  as  follows.';  ,      <*   * 

YjBAs-^Messfs;  Bayard,  IHtna,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Hsrsey; Hunter,  Lambert',  Lbyd,and  Raed. 

N^Ts — Messrs.  Anderson,  B}bb,*  Brent,  Campbell, 
of  Tennessee*  Condit,«Ciawford,  Cutta,  FraaUm,  Gail- 
lard,  Gilea,  Gregg,  HoweU^  Leib,'  Ptope,  RohinMii, 
.Smith,  af  MaiYland,  Smith,  of  Kew.York,  Tait,  Tay- 
loiV  Taraert  VAmttlm>  and  Woitbingtoa. 

On  motion,  by  ^r.  Lbib,  to  amend  the  bill,  as 
follows :  '  •    . 

«<  After  the  word  «that,'  in  the  third  line^  to  fltafaB 
eut  to  the  end  of  tlie«bill,  and  iaseit  «the  Preaidksnt  of 
the  Uni<#d  States  shall,  b^  and  he  .is  hessby,  aiiikor- 
iand'te  caase  reprisaJs  to  be^iiiade  apon  ihe  public  and 
private-  iiiips  anJ  yessels,  gooiis,  and  niercbandise*  be- 
lenging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Greet 
Britain  and  Ireland;  or  to  the  subjects  thereof,  which 
may  be  found  on  the  high  seas  or  ehewhere,  excepting 
such  ships,  veraeld;,er  property,  as  now  are,  or  may  he, 
within  the  ports  and  harbors,  or  under  the  control,  of 
the  United  States,  and  all  ships,*  Vessels,  or  property, 
wjthiii  the  jurisdiction  of  any  Power  with  whotn  the 
l/aitsd  States  are  not  .engaged  in  war ;  and  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the 
public  aroied  vessels  which  are  or  which'  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  sabdae, 
seise,  and  take,  any  enned  or  other  BritiiBh  vessel,  be- 
longing to  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Grant  Bntais 
and  Ireland,  or  to  the  sabjects  ther^  yrhvih  rfiall  be 
found  withifc  the  juriidictaonal  limtU  of  the  United 
States  ^r  elsewhere  on  the  high  seas  as  aforsaaid ;  and 
sach  captured  vesael,  with  hit  apparal,  gima,  and  ap* 
purtenances,  and  the  goods  or  efieota  which  shall  be 
found  on  board  ihe  saa^e,  being  Britisli  property,  shall 
be  brought  within.  s(vne  port  of  the  United  States  ^ 
and  ehaU  be  duly  proccua^cd  against  and  condemned  ' 
as  forfeited,  abd  s^l  accrue  and  be  distributed  as  by 
law  is  or  shall  be  provided  respecting  the  capturea 
which  shall  be  made  by  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  ^ 

.  ••Skc.  2.  Andheil  fuffher  enacted.  That  the  Pres- 
ident  of  ihe"  United  States  shall  be;  and  he  is  hereby, 
aatborived  to  grant  to  the  owners  of  private  armed  ships 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  make  appn- 
eatien  thereiW,  oommiamoaa;in  the  forte  which  he  shal 
diraet,«Bd'«nder  the  asid  ef  the  United  Sutes;  and 
such  private  aimed  vtaaels,  When  duly  eomaissioaed  as 
afomaid,  shall  have  the  sfune.ticenaeand  aothoiilgrfor- 
the  subduing,  seistng«  and  eaptuiing  any  armed  or 
othes  British  vasMel  bel(«igin«  to  theX/ntted  Kjngdoaa 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  snbiects  theieo£ 
and  for  the  recapture  of  the  vessels,  goeda,  and  stfecta, 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  the  public  armed 
vessels  of  the  United.  States  may  by  law  have  i  and  shall 
be,  in  like  mannej,  subject  to  such  instructions  aa  shall 
b^,  ordered  by  thQ  President  of  the  United  States,  in  . 
conformity  wi&  the  eistab&shed  Isw  of  nations,  and  the 
treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  tegula- 
tion  of  their  conditct ;  and  the  comqiissions  which  shall 
be  granted  as  aforesaid  shall  be  revocable  at  the. plea- 
sure of  the  President  of  the  Uinted  States. 

«S«c.3.  And  be  it  further  enaettd,  That^ery  per- 
son intending  to  set  forth  and  employ  an  armed  veasd, 
and  applying  for  a  commission  as  aforesaid,  shall  pro* 
doee  iir  writing  the  name  and  a  suitaMe  desciiptieK  of 
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the  toniMge  alid  Ibree  of  tlie  veflsel,  and  the  nataie  and 
place  of  rettdoBce  of  each  owner  ooncerned  thereinv  the 
nomber  of  the  drew,  and  the*  name  of  the  commander 
and  Uie  t^oofficera  next  in  rank,  appointed  lor  auch 
;veMel  \  which  writing  shall  be  signed  by  the  papson  or' 
'  persons 'making  such  application,  and  ^d  with  the 
Secretaiy  of  Sute,  or  ahalf  be  delivered  to  fny  other 
officer  or  (person/ who  shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out 
sQch  commiasiohs,  to't>e  by  liim  tranamitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

<<Sac.4.  ifn«f^i^/ar/Acre»ac^,  That,.belb9e.aily> 
commission  as  aforesaid  shall  b^  isaqed;  the  own^r  or 
owners  of  the  ship  or  yessel  for  which  U\e  same  shall 
be  rec^iiest^,  aad  the  commander  thereof  foi*  Che  time 
being,  ^hall .  give  bond  to  the  Unj^^^d  States,;  with  at 
least  two  res^nsibie  sureties,  not  interested  in  snch 
vessel.  }b  the  penal'sum  of  thonsand  dollar^;  or, 

if  sndh  vessel  be  provided  with  more'  than  one  hundred 

atid  fifty  meii,  then  m  the  penal  sum  Of thousand 

dollars ;  with  condition  that  the  ownerii  /ind  officers 
and  crews  y^ho  shall  be'e|npl6yed  on  board  of  such  com- 
missioned vessel  shall  and  wiU'  observe  the  treaties  and 
laws  of -the- United  States,  and  the  instructions -whfch 
ahsll  be  given  them  Ibr  Uie  regulation  of  theit  conduct ; 
and  will  aatisfif  all  damages  and  ibjories  which  ahall 
be  done  or  cominitted  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof  by 
such  vessel  during  <  her  commission^  and  to  deliver  i^ 
the  same  when  revoked  by  the  Fzeaidept  oC  the  United 
Stales...  •         •     , 

<*  Sjbc<  &.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  'That  all  public 
And^ private,  ships  and  vessels,  goods,. and, merchandist, 
belonging  to  the  Crown  of  &e  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  ^nd. Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof; 
together  with  their  apparel,  ^ns,  and  appurtenances, 
and  any  goods  or  effects  which  shall  be  found  on  board 
\the  same,  being  Briiish,  property,  and  which  shall  be 
captured  by  any  private'  armed  vessel  or  vessels  ^oC  the 
United  StateB,'auly  commi^sionad  as  aforesaid,  shull  be 
fbrfeited,  and  shall  accrue  to  the  Owners  thereof,  and 
the  officers  and  ci'ews  by  whom  such  capture  {ihal(t»e 
made ;  and^bn  due  eoiidemnation  had;  shall  be  jdisfadb- 
Bted  aooor^ng.  to  ariy  agreement  wliidi  shall  bo  be- 
tween themy  or,  1h  fealiire  of  stacn  agreement,  then  by 
the  (fiaeretion  of  the  oouit  before  whom  such  condem*. 
nation  ahaU  bob  -  ,..  ;.    ^ 

»  Sac.  6.  And  be  UJjatrtker  enacted,.  That  all  vc^seia^ 
goods,  and,  etifeoto,  the  'propoHy  of  any'  citiien  of  ^e 
United  Statei^  or  peraon  resident  thereiiii  which  shall 
ba  reBBpMu«d^aa.aforeaaid,  <ha)l  be  raitored  to  the  la^» 
%aX  owneo^  upma  pi^meat  by  them,  reatiactiYely,  of  a 
juat  and  raaaoBahle  saTva^,  to  be  deleraiiQed  by  the 
N  mutual  agreement  of  the-  pwrtiaa  eoiiq0rnf)d,.or  by  the 
deoree  of  any  court'-of  the  United  6t«tea  having  mart* 
time  jurisdiction,  accoirdiog  to  the  nature  of  eaeh'caso  i 
Pravidedf  That  such  allowjance  shall,  not  be  less  than- 
one-eighth,  or  exceeding  x>ne-half  of  the  full  •yalue.  of 
such  recapture,  without  any  deduction.  And  sucH 
salvage  shall  be  distribute^  to  and  among  the  owners, 
'ofl^ceijs,  and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessel  or  ves- 
aela  entitled  thereto,  accof^mg  to  any  agreement  which 
shall  be  between  them  ;  or,  in  cose  of  no  agreement 
thejB  by  the  decree  of  the  court  who  shall  determine 
upon  such  aalvage^    . 

**8mc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  before 
breaking  bulk  of  any  veasel  which  shall  be  captured 
a«  aforesaid,  or  other  dfsooaal  ov  conversion  ihereof,  or 
of  any  articlee  which  almll  be  found  on  board  the  same, 
such  capture  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  the* 
United  States,  and  shall  be  libelled  aad  piiM»edBd 


against  befbri  the  district  court  of  the  same  'district i 
and  if,  after  a  due  course  of  proceedings,  such  capture 
shall  be  decreed  as  forfeited  in  (he  district  court,  or  in 
the  circuit  -contt  of  the  same  district,  in  the  cose  of 
any  'ftpffeal  duly  allowed,  the  sapae  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  owners  and-  captors  eoneef  nod  therein,  or  shmU 
be  publicly  sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  court,  as 
shall  be  finaOy  deereed  and  ordered  by  the  court ;  and 
the' same  court  which  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  ^of* 
any  libel  or  complaint  of « any  capture  as  aforesaid,  shall ' 
and  may  decree  -restitution.  In  \^hoIe  or  in  pait,  when 
the  dapture'and  reslraint  shall  have  been  made  with- 
out just  eau^e  us  aforess^d ;  and,  if  made  without  prob- 
able causeif'^or  otherwise  unreasonably,  may  ord^r  and 
decree  damageSs  and  costa  to  the  party  injured,  imd  for 
which  -the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  "of  thl»  privata 
armed  vessel  or  vessels  by  .which  such  unjust  capture 
shall  have  been  mad^,  and,  also^  such  veeael  or  vessels, 
shiill  be  ansWerable  and  liable.  ^    . 

«•  Sbc..  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  Brit- 
ish, subjects  and  others  who'  shall  he  found  acting  on 
board  any  British  vessel  whidh  shall  be  captured,  or  oa 
hoard  of  any  vessel  of  the  United*  States  which  ahall 
be  recaptured  as- aforesaid,  shall  be  reported  to  the  col- 
lector (n  the  pdrt  .in  which  they  shaQ  first  arrive,  and 
shall  be  delivered  to  the.  custody  of  the  mfirshal»  or 
some  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  ^United  Slates,  or 
of  any  State,  in  or  near  such  port,  who' shall  receive 
and  take  into  custody  the  said  subjects  or  persons  for 
their  saferkeeping  and  support.,  at  the  expensi)  of  the 
United  ^tatea.  ,        ' 

"Sic.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th^t,iMNn  and 
after  the  -«-^—  day  of  — p*—  next,  the  President  of  the 
UoitBd  States- be,  and  he  is  hupeby,  authoriaed  to  eaA* 
ploy  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  to  jaake  re* 
prisals  upon  the  public  and-private  arBVidtesaela,  goods, 
and  jnerahan^djse  belonging  to  the  Bmperor  of  France 
and.  King  of  kaly,  6r  his  fmbjecta,  whkh  niay "be  found 
Qir  thci  high  si^  and,  elsewhere,  and  to-  iarae  letten  ef 
mar^ile  and  repriaal'to  the  .private  armed  ahipa  or  ^ea- 
sela  of  the  United  Sutes  against  the  vessels,  aubjecta, 
and  property  of  the  said  £mperor.of  France  ami  King 
of  Itaiy^  under  tha  provisions  and  limitations  contained 
in  this  act  in  respect  to  the  UiAted  -KingSbm  of  Great 
Britain  ^nd  Ireland ;  if,.4Hn  of  Miya  the  said  — r-  ^ay 
of  ^ — r-,tke  said  Empetorof  France  anVi  King  of  Italy 
abiAll  Aot  give  to  the  Presi4eut  of  the  United  Statea 
satbfactory  and  un^uitocal  evidence  of  the  repeal  of 
ihe  Berlin  and  Milan  docrees,'80  far  jbm  they  relate  to 
the  neutral  comiherce  of  tho  United  States.* 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  AndbrsoNi  to  strike  out  the 
pintji  section  pl  the  pro()Oded  ameodment;  it  Was, 
(JetermiDed  in  the  negative — yeiis  14,  nays  -IS,  b^ 
foUows:   ,    .       . 

Yxi^a — Messrs*  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Curapbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  FrankUn,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Qobjnaon,  Tait,  Taylpr,  Turner,  and  Yanmm. 

NATft^Mesars.- Bayard,  Condit,  D^a,  GeriBan,  Gil* 
man,' Goodxich|  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lai»> 
bert,  jLeib,  Lhwd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Npw  Voijk,  and  'Worthington. «    ,     . 

On  the  (laestioii  to  strike  oat  the  ocigiBai  bill 
after  the.  word  "•  that,"  as  proposed  by  Mr*  LbiB| 
it  was  determined  ia  the  oegatire — yeas  15,  oaya 
18,  as. follows: 

YBAs-^Meaars.  Bayard,  Conditj  Dana,  German, €MI- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,'  Howall,  lluiifer,  LBa« 
bert;  Leib,  Lloyd.  I^eed,  and-  Worthingtod. . 
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Nats — Mebsn.  Anderson,  Bil)b,  J3jent.  Canpbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  CatU,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Pope,  Kobihson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  j^ew. 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. . 
'  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyi).  to  amlE^6d  the  origi- 
nal bill,  by  inserting;,  after  jhe  n^ord  ^•'  that,"  in 
the.  third  line,  the  words  •"  from  and  after  the  *— ^ 
day  of ««-«-—  next ;"  it  was-deter^ined'ia  the  D,eg- 
atfte — yeas  \^^  na^ys  l'9,  as  fellows : 

TxAS^— Meflsnf.  fia^^rd,  bana,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Greg?,  Horsey^  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Mestrs,  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee^  Condit,  Crawford,  Cotts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  GHea,  Howell,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smidi'  of  New 
York,,  Tail,  TajFlor,  Turner,  Yurnum,  and  Worth- 
ington. '  '* 

On  the  question,  Shall  thi?  t)ill  pai^s  ta  a  '^ird 
rea.dihg.as  amended?  it.  was  determined  in  the 
aflfirmattve — yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

TsA8-7-Messrs»  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Camlpbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mai;yland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Var- 
num. '  .  J 

NATs-^kfessrs.  Bayard,  Dana«i  .German,,  Gilraan« 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howe^,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Llo^d^ 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Worthington. 
.  On  motion  that  the  Senate  adjoura^  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  aflirioaj^ve — yeas  18,  nays  14)  as 
foUows^^  .     .    .    • 

YaAt-^Measrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
GHea,  Gilman,  Gooddcii,  Gfegg,  Horaey,  ^Q»terJ 
Lambert,  Leib,  Llpyd,  Pope,  Reed*  $mith  of  Maryv 
land,  l^mith  of  New  York,  and'  Woithington.      ' 

Nats.^— Mesara.  Anderson,  Bibb,  i»rent,  Campbell 
af  Temiesaee,  Orawfoi^,  Cutl#;  Franklin,.  Gaillard, 
HowelU  Robinaea,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Yaritttm. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to- 
morrow itboraiDg.  ' 


TOBSDAY,  Jdn6  16.        ^ 
DBCLARATION  OF  WAR. 

The  aroetidments  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  ^otitled  '^An  act  declaring  war 
between  Qreat  Brliain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States,  and,  their  territories^''  werp  re> 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
eoDsideration  Of  the  bill  to  the  thirty-first  day  of 
October  ftext.    -  .  •  '         ' 

•Mr.  BAVAtii>  said,  thgt  he  was  eptirely  sensible 
of  the  iirutility,  in  ij^eperal,  of  entering  upon  the 
discussion  of  a  subject  which  had  been  a  lon^ 
time  under  oohsideration,  and  .upon  which  it 
night  he  supposed,  that  ihe  opinipns  of  roerpbers 
were  formed  and  settled ;  but  oii  an  occasi;on  so 
momentous  as^  the  present^  he  i»hould '  not  feel 
himself  juMilied  In  subipiitingevei|  a  motion  of 
postponemen^  wilhoat  offering  his  reasons  in  sUp* 
pon  of  it.  Nor  could  he  think,  that  in  givii^g  » 
aitent  VotP,  he  had. discharged*  the.duty  of  bis  sta- 
tion. Gfenilemen  would  remark;  that  he  had  con- 
fined his  motion  to  time^  in  ordei^  that  members 
might  not  be'comproiBitieil  ih  supporting  it  who 
w\gtk\  think  4he  war  itself  jUst  dnd  necessary. 


The  motioq  drd  pot  oppose  or  deny  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  cau^s,  or  the  policy  of  ihe  war. 
It- went  only  to. affirm  what  be  (runted  the  course 
of  his  qbstervations  would  render  Very  evident, 
that  this  was  not  a  time  a(  whjcb  war  ought  to 
be  declared. 

He  indulged  a  confidence,  that  upon  so  great 
an  occasion  the  Sefta^  would  not  be  impelled  to 
act  by  any  little  {Passions,  no^  by  any  considera- 
tions which  did  not  ari.se  out  of  an  extended  and 
dictincc  view  of  the  interests  of  the  country.  It 
is  not  enough  that  we  ^.hvve  cause  of  war;  we 
lifiust  see  that  we  are  prepared,  and  fn  a  coQdition 
to  makVwar.  ^Tou  do  not  go  to  war  for  the  ben- 
efit jof  jroar  ePemy,  but  your  own  advantage; 
not.  to  give  proofs  ii^  a  vain  and  heedless  courage, 
hut  to  assert  your-rights  and  redress  your  wrongs. 
If  you  commence  hostilities  before  you  are  ^re- 
'  pared  to  strike.a  blow,  and  while  your  cities,  your 
territory,  and  your  property  on  the  ocean,  are  ex- 
posed 4o  the  mercy  of  a  Groverfunent  possess! eg 
vast  resources' of  wai\  what  dan  you  ea^pect  but 
taMd  new  distresses,  defeat,  and  (jis^race  to  the 
wrongs  of  whil^h.  you  -compinin  ?.  b  is  a  straftse 
'motive  for  war— a  wish  to  gratify  the  rapaeUy, 
to^welf  the  triumpV^mnd.to  increase  the  inso- 
lence of  the  epemy^.  ^ 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  neither  thtf  Gtov^rnment,  nor 
the  people  had  expected,  or  Were  prepared  for 
war.  .  Even  at  thjVtnoment,  ibe  general  opioioa 
abroad  was,  that  there  would  beno  war,  the  mer- 
cantile and  trading,  world  had  continued  to  act 
upon  that  opinion.  Nor  could  people  be  per- 
suaded that  ah  unarmed  nation  "Was  about  to  at- 
tack a  nation  armed  capHi-pie.  No  man  had 
laid  put  his  accoiint  for  this  war,  and  every  one 
m)uld  be  toiken  by  surpri/ie  and  unprepa.red  for 
iisshocli^ 

You'  have,  at  this  moment,  an  intmense  prop** 
erty  abroad,  a  great  portion  of  it  in  England,  and 
pari  floating,  on  the  'ocean  and  hastening  to  yoor 
ports.  The  postponament  proposed  might  save 
a  great  portion  ot  this  property,  and  bring  home 
the  seamea  Wow  absent  from,  the  country.  Gen- 
tlemen would  remeiiiber.'  the'  number  of  ships 
which  left  our  ppria  on  the  ev^eof  an  embargo. 
These  vessels  had  oot  blid  time  to  perform  their 
voyagesj  and  the  greater' part  of-  them  were  stilt 
abroad.  He  knew  that-  some  members  hid  do 
eommbf ration  for  the  merchant  wh6  had  dared 
to  escape  the  embargo,  and  who  had  disregarded 
the  salutkry  pre<ia^troos.  designed,  as  it  was  said, 
fdr  his  s'ecority.  But  ne  did  not  think  k  sur- 
prising; nor  culpably  that  those  whose  property 
consisted  in  ships,  should  beaverse  to  seeing  them 
rotting  at  the  wharves,  and'even  disposed  to  in-  • 
cuf  ri^kd  to'fiod  employment  for  them  abroad. 

Even,  however^  if  it. should  be  thought  that 
the  merchants  had  acted  wi^h  indiscretion  and 
folly,  it  is  the  part  of  a  parental  Government, 
such  afi.  thib-ou^ht always  to  be.  not  to  pcTaish  the 
citiziras  fur  their  misfortunes,  but  lo  guard  them 
against  the  effects  of  their  errors.  Besides,  a 
loss  of  individual  pr^ajierty  was  a  loss  to  the  State, 
as  the  public  strength  was  derived  from  individ- 
ual resourQes* 
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0e  stftt«d  t^at  the  qoeetioD  of  war  had  beep 
^         douhJtfu'l  till  the  present  moihtot.     He  did  not 
'         believe  that  the  President^  hi msetf  expected  Wj^r 
'         at  the  opeoiog  of  the  session/ nor  for  a  long  time 
'         after.    A  menacing  language  was  held  put';  but 
the  hopes  of  an  ^ccQinmodation  were  far  from 
being  abandoned.  'Much  was  expected  from  the 
I         Prince  Regent's  accession  to' his  full  powers..  A 
change  of  Ministry  was  not  dbubtedj  and  It  was 
'        thQUght  that  in  the  chaqg^  of  men,  th^re  would 
'        -have  been  found  «uch  a  change  of  principles  and 
ro^sures,  that  the  differences  between  the  two 
Gorerqments  might  be  compromised  and  settled. 
I      -  This  expectation  was  protracted  .till  it  became 
plainly  evident  that. the  Prince  drd  not  intend  tQ 
change  hi^' father's  Ministers,  nor  to  depart  from 
!        their  principles  or  measures.  .  When^this  discov- 
ery was  made,  theAdminiatration  had  proqeeded 
too  far  to  recede.' 
'  Desperate  as  the  course  was  which  now  alone 

remaiued  io  be  pursued,  they  ^upposexl  ^hey  were 
'  obliged  td  advance  ,or  become  the  object  of  re- 
proach and  scorn  both  to  friends  and  foes.  This 
necessity  they  had  brought  aj>on  themselves,  but 
it  was  too  Ute  to  consider  whether  the  condition 
might  have  been  avoided;  they  were  pledged  in 
this  state  ojT  events  to  attempt  td  extort  from 
Great  Britain  b]c  force  the  concession*  of  those 
points  which  their  arguments  bad  failed  in  per- 
soading  hvr  to  yield.  Hq  had  np  doubt  biit  thiit, 
SDme  months  past,  the  Obbinet  had  seriously  de- 
termiiLedAipoD  resorting  to  hostilities  But  the 
concurrence  of  Congress  was  lb  be  obtained,  and 
whether  a  majority  of  both  Houses  could  be 
brought  to  lake  the  dating  and  hazardous  step, 
oo  maa'ip  or  out  of  the  Qovernment,  without 
the  gift  of  prophecy,  e6uld  hav^  predicted. 

The  public  mind  had  been  so  repeatedly  dis- 
tracted and  deceives]  by  boisterous  speeches,  and 
bold  but  ephemeral  resoIutioQ8,'thatit  had  sunk 
into  a  state  of  apathy,  and  was  no  longer  excited 
evcQvby  the  sound  of  war  echoed  in  the  minisxe- 
rial  paper  fp6m  the  proceedings  of  Government. 
Whea  the  hill  before  us  was  first -brought  up 
from  tbe  other  House,  it  was  the  opinion  of  very 
few  that  it  would  obtain  the  support  of  a  major- 
ity of  this  body-;  and^even  now>  it  was  lik^ely  to 
Dassy  oot  bec^se  it  was  approved  by  a  majority, 
but  of  the  difrerejnces  of  opinion  which  existed 
amoQ^  gentlemen  as  to  other  courses  whi^h  had 
been  proposed.  .      . 

iC  with  the  light  And  informatioa  possessed  in' 
tbisjbody  as  to  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Cab- 
inet and  of  Congress,  ir  has  been  doubtful  among 
ourselres  whether  the  Gdvernment  Would  resort 
to  war,  how  was*  it  to.  be  known  by  ou^  mer- 
chants, ot  any  other  class  of  society  unacquainted 
with  tbfi  intentions  and  secret  proceedings  of 
those  exereisia^g  the  po>irers  of  the  Government, 
that  the  nation  would  be  wantonly  plunged  into 
a  sudden  war?  • 

He  had  heard  it  3aid,  that  the  embargo  was  a 
sufficjent  notice  of  the  design  of  the  Government 
to  resort  to  hostilities  upon  its  expiration,  and 
that  the'  I)eopl4^  ^iust  be  infatuated,  who,  aft^r 
such  warning,  werenof  apprized  of. the  approaeh- 
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ing  crisis.  But  ii  is  too.  recently  and  deeply  in 
our  recollection  to  be  forgotten,  that  .tbisjs  not 
the  first  embargo  we  .  have  experienced,  and 
which,  though  of  longer  duration,  we  saw  pass 
awav  without  being  followed  by  war. 

The  language  held  there,  as  to  people  out  of 
doors  who  have  doubted  of  the  war,  is  retorted 
by  the  public  voice  witi)  eq^ual  confidence  and  on 
belter  grounds^  They  rely  Upon  your  integrity 
and  wisdom,  and  say'that  Congress  cannot  be  so 
infatuated,  destitute  as  they  a(e  of  the  means  of 
aggression  or  defence,  to  draw  uppn  ttiemselves 
a  w^r  with  one  of  th^  most  powerful  and  formi- 
dable tiatioh9  onthe.  globe.  If  a  war  with  Great 
Britain  be  thought  unavoidable,  yer,-a^  she  leaves^ 
to  us  the  time  of  commencing  it,  si^rely  we  ought^ 
to  select  that  time  when  the  first  shtfck  shall  bo 
least  disastrous,  and  can  best  be  resisted.  Why 
should  we  hurry  into  a  war  from  which* nothing 
but  calamity  can  be  expected?  There  i^  no  dan- 
ger that  the  redress  of  our  wrongs,  or  the  asser- 
tion of  our  rights,  will  he  barred  by  the  limita- 
tion of  time.  No  time  has  existed  for  years  past 
when  we  had  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  Qre^t  Britain.  Her  vessels  of  war  had 
all  bee^  withdrawn  from  our  coast,  as  he  pre- 
sumed, in  order  to  avokl  collisions  and  hostility. 
If  the  war  be  suspended  till  November,  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  pe'ople  will  both  be  better  pre- 
pared ^t()' sustain  it  He  was  not  a  friend  to  the 
restrictive  systeqi,  but  with  a  choice  out  of  evils, 
he  should  prefer  the  embargo  to  war.  Postpone 
the  war,  and  we  will  submjt  to  the  embargo  till 
Novemberf  This  will  furnish  tkne for theretura 
of  yx)ur  ships  and  se^m&fi;  and  if,'at  the  same 
time,  you  will'  abandon  the  non-importation  act, 
,you  will  replenish  your  Treasury  with  at  least 
twelve  millions  of.  dollars,  and  restore  to  your 
citizens  sixty  millions  now  abroad,  and  in  dangj?r 
of  being.  lost.  *It  appeared  to  him  that  the  course 
which  hadkbeev  pursued  was  the  most  preposter- 
ous'tmagipable.  For  eighteen  rnonths  past,'we 
had  been  sending  our  property  out  of  the  country, 
and  not  suffering.it  to  return;  apd,  while*  con- 
templating a  War  with  Great  Britain,  we  saw 
oiir  effects  to  an  immense  amount  accumulating 
in  that  Kingdom,  liable,  at  any  moment,  to  fall  a 
prey  to  the  Oovecnment,  and  to  be  employed  in 
suppoi*t  of  the  war  against  us.  He  asked,  why 
rush  >vith  this  'preei|)itaney  into  the  war?-^ 
^re'you  provided  with  means  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my, or  to  defend  yourselves  ?  Have  you  an  army 
or  navy  which  can  make  any  impression?  Are 
^ur  exposed  towns  fortified  and  garrisoned? 
Was  any  Nation  ever  less  prepared  for  war?  I^ 
would  require  the  whole'  military  force  that  you 
now  possess  to'eonstttute  an  adequate  defence 
for  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  Newport.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  the  General  who  will 
command  at  New  Orleans  has  declared  to  the 
Government,  thfit  he  will  not  be  answerable  for 
the  security  of  the  place  with  less  force  than  ten 
thousand  men,  which  is  equal  to  all  the  effective 
troops  yet  raised.  It  would  be  natural  to  suppose 
that  no  Governnienl  would  declare  war  till  it. 
was  prepared  to  attack  its  enem^.>   In  peace  we 
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requicp^  no  deftnce,  and^ shall  we  declare  war  Id 
order  to  defend  ourselves?  But  what  Mow  are 
you  prepared  to  strike?  Were  you  able  in  the 
Summer  to  recruit  your  Army  of  twenty-five 
thousand  m^,  could -it  be  employed  in  an^  ser- 
vice in  the  course  of  this  year?  A  soldier  is  not 
made  in  a  day.  The  authority  of  a  foreign  offi- 
cer, now  in  this  country,  of  the  highest  military, 
reputation,  he  had  heard  frequently  cited;  that  it 
required  at  least  fourteen  months  to  form  a  soldier 
of  a  recruit.  This  remark  applied  ta  France, 
where  the  oiScers  have  generally  received  a  roiii- 

.  tary  educalior>,  and  where  there  are  so  mamy 
models  to  imitate,  and.  so  many  instructors  to' 
teach.  Biit  here  th&officer  is  to  form. as  m^eW  as 
the  soldier..  The  officer  has  to  learn  his  lesson 
fir&t,  before  be  canr  |)rescHbe  the  task  oC  the  soU 
dier.  .You  may  possibly  have  a  herd  of  men,  but 
you  can  have  do  army  to  lead  into  service  thi^ 
season;  and  if  this' herd  be  led  against  discip- 
lined troops,  yoQ  can  expect  nothing  but  defeat 
and  disgrace.  "  .      . 

But  you  have  not  got,  nor  can  you  get,  the 
men  during  the  present  year.  These  are  not  the 
days  of  Cadmus.'  It  lyili  require  great  patience 
and. industry,  and  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
to  collect  twenty-fijire  thousand  men.  Have  you 
the  least  prospect,' if  you  declare  war,  of  attack- 
ing Canada  this  season  ?  It  is  impossible  that 
you  can  do  it  with  effect.  iTou  will  be  suffi- 
ciently occupied  in  defending  your,  frontiers 
against  the  savages,     ^      '    '  ' 

It  is  not  on  land  then  that  you  expect  .immedi- 
ately to  ^'ssail  yOuretiejiiy.  Is  it  oti  the  bcean 
that  the  impression  is  to  be  made?-  You  have 
twenty  ves&elsof  war~-Britain  upwards  of  a  thou- 
sand. What  will  avail  the  activity  or  gallantry 
.of  your  officers  and  seamen  against  such  disparity 
of  force?  Your  little  Navy  must  fall  immedi- 
ately, or  be  driven  from  the  ocean.  Some  gen- 
tlemen indulgefi^reat  expectations  from  privateers; 
but  has  Great  Hritain  any  unarmed  or  unprotected 
trade,  which  they  can  attack?  Privateers  have 
no  other  olnect  than  plunder  and  booty.  They 
avoid  armed  vessels — and,  defended  as  is  the  Brit- 
ish commerce  in  every  ))art  of  the  world  by  her 
great  naval  force,  it  is  lutle  to  be  expected  that 
privateering  will  be  attended  With  much  success 
or  encouragement.  But  while  we  are  searching 
for  the  means  of  annoying  thcL^on^merceof  Brit-' 
airi,  does  it  become  us  to,  overlook  at  this  moment 
the  condition  of  our  own  ?  A  valuablis  part  x)f 
the  trade  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
lias  not  yet  arrived.    Of  the  numberless  vessels 

•which  sailed  upon  the  eVe  of  the  embargo,  few 
have  returned.  Your  merchant  vessels  are  without 
convoy  and  utterly  defenceless.  Your  condition 
therefore,  is,  that  with  more  commerce  expcseJ, 
your  adversary  will  possess  greater  means  of  an- 
noyance, and  the  consequence  must  be,  that  we 
shall  lose  infinitely  more  than  we  can  expect  to 
gain. 

Under  such  cfrcumstapces,  what  should  hurry 
us  into  the  war?  Are  gentlemen  afraid  if  they 
wait  till  November  the  world  will  not  last  long 
eaoagh^o  afiford  them  time  to  gratify  in  war  their  I 


miffhtv  resentment agafnst  Britain  ?  He  believed, 
as  he  noped,  that  there  was  no  hbnorable  gentle- 
man on  thefloor  who  would  not  live  long  enough 
to  have  a  complete  surfeit  of  the  war,  thoUgh  it 
should  be  postponed  for  a  few  monilts. 

He  said  he  was  greatly  influenced  in  his  mo- 
tion for  postponing,  by  the  combined  considera- 
tions'of  the  present  defenceless  condition  of  the 
country,  and  th«  protection  which  Providence 
had  given  us  against  a  maritime  Power  io  the 
wiiiter  seasot).  Ptiring  the  winter  months  you 
will  be  defended  by  the  elements.  Postpone  the 
war  till  November,  and  we  shall  not  have  to  dfead 
an  enemy  oti  our  coast  till^  April.  In  the  mean  ' 
time,  go  on  with  your  recrui^ting,  fill  up,  discipline, 
and  traiiv^an  army-  Take  the  stations,  if  yoa 
please,  which  will  enable  vou  to  open  an  early 
campaign.  Your  trade  will  al^  have  time  to  re- 
turn belore  hostilities  commence,  and  having  all 
your  ships  and  seamen  at  home,  you  may  be  pre- 
pare^ to  pur  forth  all  your  strengtn  upoQ  the  ocean 
on  the  opepin^ of  the  ensuing  Spring.  SfaalJ^we, 
by  an  untimely  nrecipitahcy,  yielding  to  a  fret- 
ful impatience  or  delay,  throw  our  wealth  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  feed  that  iTery  rapa- 
city which  it  is  our  objetit  td  subdue  or  to  punish? 

We  can  lose  nothing  by  delay.;  much  will  be 
certainly* saved ;  and  at  a  n&oment  pregnant  with 
great  events,  it  was  most  evidently  our  true  policy 
to  temporize.  You  give  up  no  right,  yield  no 
pretension,  and  profit  by  every  day  in  rendering 
the  condition  of  the  country  more  secure,  and  its 
attitude  more  fbrmidahle.  The  just  appreciation 
of  tinie  is  among  the  highest- points  of  political 
sagacity.*  To  know  what  step  the  times  will 
^warrant,  and  to  take  the  step  at  the  proper  time, 
is  eeneratly  a  matter  of  more  important  dnd  diffi- 
'6nTt  ^onsiderationthan  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
theasure.  Without  inquiring  whether  war  was 
the  right  c6urse  foY  the  Aation  to  take  uifder  ex- 
isting circumsta'nces,  he  did  most  confidently  as- 
sert that  this  was  not  the  time  when  war  ought 
to  be  commenced. 

Mr.  B.  said  ii  belonged  tu  the  motion  he  had 
submitted  to  bring  under  review  the  alleged  causes 
of  war,  and  to  inquire  into  the  probabiUty  of  oar 
attaining  the  objects  for  whi^h  we  were  to-  em- 
bark in  the  war.  If  we  are  to  come  oat  of  the 
war,  as  we  enter  into  it,  aftef  having  wasted  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation,,  and  loaded  the 
coantry  with  debt  and  taxes,  it  would  certainly 
be  more  rational  to  submit  at  once  to  the  wrongs 
we  endure.  If  we  expect  to  extort  anv  conces- 
sion from  Britain,  we  must  be  prepared  lor^  long, 
obstinate,  and  bloody  conflict.,  ^    * 

Britaifi  at  this  moment  doesnot  court  the  qoar- 
rel.  She  has  reduced  the  catalogue  of  our  com- 
plaints; and  though  not  disposed  to  surrender  her 
pretensions,  she  has  evidently  made  advances  to- 
wards conciliation.  The  recent  Orders  in  Conn- 
cil  were  desired  to.  be  so  considered^  and  she  has 
removed  a  great  source  of  umbrage  m  withdraw- 
ing her  armed  ships  from  our  coasts.  She  had 
offered  satisfaction  for  the  aflair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, which  our  Government  had  accepted — 
which -mast  therefore  be  taken  to  be  honorable 
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and  aofficieot/and  the  offence  which  had  been 
^iYen  oompletely  expiated. 

We  are  do  ioage'r  at  varianoe  in  relation  to  the 
oolonial  trade.  Francef  no  longer  has  colonies, 
and  we  have  po  occasion  to  contend  at  'present 
for  any  empty  rights  which  could  be  exercised  if 
.  yielded.  ^ 
«  The  question,  therefore,  as  to  the  tiffht  of  a 
neutral  to  be  the  ^carrier  of  (he  produce  of  the  col- 
ony of  a  belligerent,  having  been  .reduced  by  ike 
course.of  the-  war  to  a  mere  question  of  theory,  it 
no  Longer  entered  into  the  di^pntes  x>f  the  two 
€k>Ternm'ent». 

The  questibn  as  to  the  impressment  of  onr  sea- 
men did  ni>t  preseot  iq.superable  difficulties.  Brit- 
ain »ever  Q,ont.ended  for  a  rigb^to  impress  Aider- 
ican  seamen.  The  riffht  she  claims  is  to  take 
her  owQ  subjects  founu  in  ouc  merchant  eer vice. 
8he  exercises  the  right  in  relation  to  her  .own 
private  vessels.  This  right  she  never  will,  nor 
can  give  up.  If  our  merchant  flag  were  a  secure 
protection  to  British  seamen  who  sailed,  ua^ler  it, 
the  British  nav^  must  be  unmanned  by  desertion  ; 
while  our  merchanu  can,  anO  do  pay  a  dollar  for 
ever)'  shilling  a  sailor  can  earn  in  the  naval  ser- 
Yice  of  his  country. 

Can  it  be  expected  that  a  nation  which  depends 
for  its  existence  upon  its  naval  strength  would 
yield  a  principle  threatening  tbe  destruction  of  its 
maritime  power?  No  war  of  any  duration,  or 
lK)wever  di3a'strous,  will  ever  extort  this  conces- 
sion— she  may  as  well  fall  with  arms  in  her  hands, 
as  to  sealquieriv  the  bond  of  her  ruin.' 
*  He  did  not  know  that  our  '€K)vernmenr  had 
ever  required  the  unqualified  abandonment  of  the 
Tight  to  impress.  Our  complaints  were  chiefly  of 
the  abuses  coijomitted  in  the  exercise.ofthe  righ^ 
It  was  a  practice  frequently  attended  with  vio- 
lence, insiilt,  and  gross  injustice.  Americans  were 
often,  from  design  or  mistake,  seized  (s  British 
aiibje<fttf,  ai>d  w^  hate  abundant  evidence  of  the 
fact,  that  many  of  our  natiV^  seamen  hav^  beeji 
'f;>roed- kito  British  service;  He  h«d  always  un- 
dierstood,  however,  that  such  acts  were  not^justi- 
fied  hv  the  British  Government.  The  Go  rem- 
meiit  have  never  claimed  the  ri^ht  of  holding  an 
Ajnei^can  sefimen  against' his  will.  The  preten- 
sibns  of  tbe  two  Goveromects  upon  this  subject, 
admitted  of  adjustment.  The  chief  emWrass-. 
meat  ros?  from  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the 
sailors  of.the  two  countries.  But  be  had  no  doubt 
that  this,  and  all  other  difficulties  Qfi  the  subject, 
might  be  vanquished  without  hUvin^  recourse  to 
war. 

The  dispute  as  to  paper  blockades  was,  for  the 
present,  merged.in  tbe  Orders  in  Council.  Those 
orders  were  now  to  be  considered  as  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  cause  of  war. 

This  subject  deserves  to  be  viewed  in  every 
h'ghfC.  The  Orders  in  Council  were  not  at  this 
time,  in  truth,  suppprted  upon  their  original 
ground. 

The  ez-Minister.  Mr.  Canning,  liad  publicly 
and  cacididly  confessed  the  fact.  They  were 
adopted  as  measures  of  retaliation, 'though  they 
never  Reserved  that  character.    He  has  always" 


considered  t|ie  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  used  as 
a  mere  pretext.  Those  decrees  were  vain  and 
empty  den\inciations  in  relation  to  Eogland/The 

Slam  design  of  the  French  Government  was  to 
eprive  France  bf  the  benefits  of  external  com- 
merce, unless  the  profits  of  it  were  divided  with 
herself.  This  was  fully  proved  by  the  license 
trade.  Britain  carries  on  the  very  trade  she  de- 
nies to  neutrals,  and  having  engrossed  the  whole 
to  herself,  she  excludes  neutrals  from  a  partici- 
pation«  No  man  was  mpre  disposed  than  him- 
self to  reprobate  the  wrong  and  injustice  of  the 
British  Government  upon  this  subject.  They 
resort  to  the  French  decrees  to 'justify  themselves, 
aqd  thouorh  he  considered  them  as  no  justification, 
yet.  our-Governmentin  their  conducthad  admit- 
ted that  the  decrees  placed  os  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  to  France,  as  the  orders  did  as  to  Eagland, 
and  required  equal  rcreasures  to  both  nations. 

Our  Government  has  been  pleased  to  say  what 
he  did  not  th\nk,  at  this  time,  any  man  in  the  na* 
rion ,  believed  besides  themselves.  They  have 
beea  pleased  to  say  the  decrees  are  repealed. 

This  i^.a  fe^ct,  and  asserted  without  any  proof. 
The  decrees  could  only  be  repealed  by  the  same 
power  and  in  the  same  manner  in  which  they 
were  enacted.  Th^y  proceeded  from  the  sovereign 
powet  of  France,  and  became  the  law  of  ttie 
Empire.  The  same  power, in  the  solemn  form  of 
a  law,  could  ajone  revoke  them.  We  possess  the 
decrees  in  all  the  forms  of  law»  but  have  we  ever 
seen,  has  the  Governmentany  reason  tp  believe, 
that  apy  decree  in  the  fonu.of  a  law'has  been 
passed  io  repeal  them  ?  The  promise  of  a  Sove- 
reign to  repeal  a  law  does  not  annul  it,  nor  would 
a  reference  of  his  Minibter  to  its  being  repealed 
have  that  effect.  Every  Sovereign  Power  pre- 
scribes to  itself  a  forto  in  which  its  sovereign  will 
shall  be  known,  when  it  is  id  constitute  a  law  of 
the  land. 

The  decrees'  teach  us  what'^  this  form  is  in 
France,  and  we  have  no  ground  to  believe  that 
th6  decrees  are  repealed,  till  we  see  an  act  of  the 
.Sovereign  ia  the  same  form  in  which  they  are 
found.  Such  is  the  course  among  ourselves.  A 
law  is  repealed  by  a  law  passed  in  the  same  form. 
It  is  the  practice  of  every  nation  iii  Europe,  and 
of  eVery  civilized  nation  on  ihe  earth.  But  eveA 
the  promise  to  repeal  was  only  conditional,  and  it 
-has  never  been  announced  to  us  that  the  Emperor 
considered  theconjinoB  complied  with  on  our  part, 
by  prohibiting  tfaeimportation  of  British  produce 
ancf  roadufactures.  In  fact,  daily  accounts  are 
received  of  seizures  made  on  the  principles  of 
those  decrees;  and  to  affirm  that  the  decrees  are 
repealed,  was  only  to  add  perfidy  to  the  atrocity 
of  the  conduct  of  thp  French,  who  do  not  hesitate 
to  plunder,  burn,  and  destroy  our  property  on  the 
high  seas,  even  after  abandoning  the  pretence  with 
which  at  first  t^ey  were  respectful  enough  to  at- 
tempt to  cover  their  violence. 

'Nojhing.  could  be  more  evident  than  the  policy 
of  the  French  Emperor,  nor  anything  more  mor- 
tifying than  the  success  which  has  attended  his 
juggling.  He  has  contrived  to  satisfy  our  Gov- 
ernment that  he  has  repealed  his  decrees^  whil^ 
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to  the  eyes  of  the  rest  of  the  world  they  appear 
to  be  in  fOrce.  By  these  means  he  has  opened 
our  ports  to  the  public  and  private  ships  of  Fradee,. 
and  shut  them  against  those  of  Great  Britaia. 
He  denies  the  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  his  de- 
crees, which  he  well  knows,  if  furnished  to  us, 
would  imjnedialely  rMove  thfe  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  facilitate  the.settlement  of  our  differences 
with  England.  Britain  has  declared  that  the  mo- 
ment evidence  is  produced  of  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees,  the  Orders  in  Council  shall  ipso  facto  be 
annulled.  The  Emperor,  instead  of  furnishing- 
thi?  evidence,  is  giving  daily  proofs,  to  oOr  sorrow 
amd  lossj  that  the  decree^  are  in  force  and  opera- 
tion.    /  '         « 

I  am  among  the  last  men  in'the  Senkte,  said 
Mr.  B.,  who  would  justify  or  defend  the  Orders 
m  CounciK-  They  violate  the  plainest  rights  of 
the  nation.  The  ground  of  retaliation'  was  never 
more  than  a, pretext,  and  their  plaio  object  is  to' 
deprive  France  of  neutral  trade.  It  neiver  was 
contended,4)or  does  Britain  now  Contend  that  she 
'would  be  justified  by  the  laws  or  usages  of  na- 
tions, to  interdict  our  comnierce  with  her  enemy. 
She  covers  her  injustice  with  the  cloak  of  retal- 
iation, and  insists  that  ^he  has  a  Hght  to  retort 
upon  her  enemy  the  evils  of  his  own  policy. .  This 
is  a  doctrine  to  which  I  am  not  disposed  to  agree. 
It  is  destruction  to  neutrals — makes. them  the 
prey  qf  the  belligerents.  It  is  a  doctrine  which 
we  must  resist,  but  the'time  and  manner  of  resist- 
ance ought  to  be  determined  by  a  view  only  to 
oar  ovrn  interests.  Because  we  are  injured,  we 
certainly  are  not  bound  to  make'ws^r  b^efore  it 
is  for  our  own  benefit.  There  is  one  effect  of 
thiswar  which  gentlemen  oughl  to  take  into  view, 
and  Which,  to  him,  was  a  source  of  grief  and  hu- 
miliation. In  thaking  war  4«poD  England  we 
bring  the  force  of -the  nation  in  aid  of  France. 
.Wo  are  about  to  assist  a  Government  from  whom 
we  have  suffered  for  years  pasr  t|)«  niost  humilia- 
ting insults  and  the  most  atrocious*  wrongs.  We 
are  aboutto  niake  a  common  cause  with  a  man 
who  hates  us  for  our  language  and  despises  us 
for  our  Government,  and  who  would  to^morrow^ 
if  be  had. the  means,  without,  seeking  a  pretence, 
add  us  to  the-list  of  his  coaquered  proviaces. 
This  connexion  should  iiot  be  bastiljr  formed. 
To  otbec  nations  it  has  been  the  forerunner  of 
their  subjugation  jind  ruin.  Let  us  take  time  to 
consider  the  consequences  of  a  step  upon  which' 
the  destiny  of  the  nation  depends.  We  may 
profit  by  delay,  but  can  gain  nothing  by'precipi- 
pitancy.  The  war  will  not  hastily  remove  the 
Orders  in  Council.  It  is  the  principles  of  the 
orders,  rather  than  their  effect,  of  whjch  we  com- 
plain.' The  trade  to  France,  which  they  inter- 
dict, is  of  little  consequence  to  the  country.  Its 
annpal  amount  is  less  ihair  three  millions  pt 
dollars,  andr  you  find  it  onerated  with  duties,  so 
excessive,  and  restricted  to.  such  articles  of  ex- 
change, that,  even  if  enjoyed  in  safety,  it  would 
be  productive  of  little  profit  to  individuals  or  to 
the  nation.  If,  however,  you  declare  war  at  this 
time,  you  lose  the  trade  to  Great  Britain  and  her; 
dependencies,  equal  to  thirty-five  millions  a  year. 


withoul  gaining  the  paltry  trade  with  France. 
The  laws  of  war  will  operate  still  more  eiien- 
s.iveiy  than  the  Orders  in  Council;  and  though 
no  doubt  we  shall  ffratify  the  Emperor  of  France, 
we  shall  enjoy  little  'commerce  with  his  domin- 
ions. •  As  it  regards,  therefote,  our  in.terest,  it  is 
found  in  protracting  the  present  state  of  aifiirs. 
Thequesiion  On  postponement  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  11,  nays  21,'as  follows: 

YzxfS — ■'Mepifs.  Bayard,  German,  Gilma;),  Ooodiidi, 
HoVsey,  Hunter*  Lambert,  Lloyd»  Pope,  and  Eee<L 

NATa-— Messrs.  Ande/sonl  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Cpndit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  3mith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith;  6f  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vir- 
num,  and  Worthington.  ' 

On  motion,. by  Mr.  Batard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  biU  to  the  third  daf 
of  July  nexr,it  was  determined  in  the  negative— 
yeas  9,  nays  ^3,  as  follows : ,     .         ' 

YiAs^^Messrs.  Bayard,  'D^na,  German,  Gjlman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Huntei',  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,3rent,  CAJnpbeli  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Fraakliii,  Gail- 
!lrd,  Gregg, '  H6well>  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Bobinson, 
Smith  "of  *New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
and  Worthington. 

On  moti'on,  by  Mr.'BATARp.  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Monday  next, 
it  was  determined  in  tl\6  neg4tive^yeasl5,nays 
17,  as  follows :        .  *       . 

Yi AS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilei,  Gil- 
mkn,  Goodridh,  Gregg,  Homey,  &owell,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Llof  d,  Recio,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Br^nt,  Campbell  of 
Tenncfis^,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard, Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Varnum,  and  Worthington.  ' 

'Oa  motion,  that  th e, Senate *adjourn, .it  was  de- 
termined i^.the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  14,  as 
follows:     ' 

Ybab — ^Meaan.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana.  Garnaa,  Giki, 
Gilmia,  Goodrich^  Gregg;  Honey;  Howell,  Hnotsr, 
Lambert,  Leib'',  Lloyd,,  Pope,  Reed|  dmith  of  Maryland, 
and  Smith  ofNfw  York. 

IfAVs-r^Messrs*  Andenon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Canpbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  CutU,  Franklin,  Qaillard,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varniim.'and  Worthing- 
ton.   ' 
.    So  the  Senate  adjourned  to  ll  o'clock  to-inot- 


WEnNGsoAT,  June' 17. 

The  third  reading  of  ifie  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  *♦  An  adr  declariag 
waH  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  Sutes  and  their  Territoiies,'* 
was  resumed.       '         / 

\V*hereupoq,the  folUwing  motion  was  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Giles:  ■    '  ^  ' 

Reaolved,  That  the  biQ,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
waj"  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  committee  to  whom  was  dopmitted  the  Mei- 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes  ^t  the  &st 
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initant,  wilh  iiwtnictioiis  to  modify  and  amend  the 
biU»  in  such  maDiier  as  to  authorize  the  PrendeQt  of 
the*  United  GUatea  to  instroet  the  commanden  of  aJI 
■hips  of  war  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  recap* 
tare  any  vessel  thereof  bound  to  any  port  or  place  pro-, 
hibited  to  sBch  vessel  by  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, dated  the  — ^  day  of-—,  ^hich  may  have  been 
previously  captured  by  any  British  artned  vessel ;  and 
alsp  to  capture*  ai|y  British  anned  vessel  which  qhUI 
rtosist  snehvecapture,  or  be-foundhoveriDg  dn  the  qoaste 
of  the  United'  Sutes  fi>r.the  purpose  of  interrupting 
tbeir  l«wfi^  commeree,  and  jp  bring  the  same  into  any 
portof  th6  United  States  for  adjudicatiton  and  oondctpn- 
nation.  '.  , ,  .     • 

And/ftiflher,  to  instruct  the  eomraaAdei^  of  all  ship^ 
of  war  belopging  to  the  United  Statest  to  reoapt^r?  any 
vessel  of  the  United  States  navigating  the  ocean  cpn- 
fytttiMy  to  the  laws  of  nations,  which  may  have  b^n 
previouiriy  captured  by  any  French  armed  vessel ;  and 
•lao  to  capture  any  such  rrench  armed  capturing  ves- 
eel,  and»  in  Uke  mahner,  to  bring  vx  th^  saipe^for  adju* 
dication  and  condemnation.  ""  '    ' 

And  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  letters  ofmavque  and  general  reprisal  upon  the. 
public  and  private  stupe  knd  vwsels,  goods,  and  merchan- 
dise, belonginiT  ^  ^^  Grown  o|  the  Uailed  Singdam  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  br  to  th^  subjecU  thereof; 
and  also  upon  the  public  and  private  ships  and  vessels, 
gooda*  and.  merchandise^  belonging  to  the  Crown  of 
France,  or  to  the  sulgects  thereof. 

Aod,  OD  the  qoeation  to  agree  tQ  tfaii»  motion,  it 
was  determined  la  ihe.negatiye — yeas- 14,  nay? 
18)  as  foUqws:  ^  . 

YsAa^M^"^  ^ayardi,  Dana,  German*  Gilef,  Qil- 
Boan,-  Go#drich^  Gregg*  Horsey,  'Hnnter,  Lambarty 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Keed»  anj  Worthington/ 

l^ATftJ-ttessrsi  Andeisop,  Bibb,  Brent^  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Cojidit,  Crawford.  Cutts,  Pranklia, 
Gaillard,  Howell,  lieib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland^ 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Var- 
num.  •.  • 

Oa'moiion,  by  I^r.  Horsey,  that  the  Seoate 
adjouro,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative-7-yeas 
X4,  nay?  18,  as  follows: '  .      •        -  • 

Ykas— Messrs.  B^ard^  Dana,  German*  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich*  Horsey,  Hunter, Xambert,  Leil),  Lloyd, 
Popa»  Reed,  and  Smttb  of  Maryland.    .         , 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibl»>  Br^nt,  Campbell  of 
TenAe8see>,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard, Gregg,  Howell,  liobinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthhigtoh. 

Od  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?.  it  was  deterimoed  .in  the  affirmative — yeas 
19,  oays  13,  as  follows :    .  .    • 

3faAB — MessEs.  Andeisoii,  Bibb,  drent,  QampbelUf 
Ttonneaaee*  Condit,  Ccawford,  Cutto,  Franklin,  Gail- 
Urd»  Giks,«  Gregg,  teib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  Yorki  TaU,  Taylor,,  Turner,  and 
Varnam.     •  .,       '  ^ 

.  NATfr^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  GUman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Huntar,  Lambert,  Lloy<|, 
Keed,  and  Wbrthington. '' 

Sq  it  was  resolF^d  that  tJke  bill  do  pass  witli 
am«ndmoats. 

.  .Oq  *  motion,  the  title  was  ameDded,  to  rea^  as 
folio w«:  ^^An  act  declariog  war  between  the 
Uoit^d  Kiagdom  of  Great  Britaia  and  Jjeland 


and  the  depeodencfe^  thereof,  and  th^  United 
States  of  Amei^ica  and  their  Territories.'' 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Andsrson,  a  committee 
was  iippoiotedf  to  consist  of  two  members,  to 
carry  tfie  said  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, gnd  ask  their  concurreoce  rn  the  ikmehd- 
ments;  aodMessr.^i.ANOERsozi  and  Varnum  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Tbursdat,  Ja^e  18.  • 

A  message  from  the  Rotfse  of  RepreseotatSrest, 
by  Messrs.  Macon  and  Fin^ley,  two  of  their 
members — Mr.  Macon,  chaii^an: 

Mr.  Prm4ent:  The  House  of  RepresentatiT^ 
concar  in  the  atnendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
.bill.  entitled"^*An  act  declaring  war  between  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irekmd 
and'  the  dependeocies  thereof,  knd*  the  United 
Stittes  of  America  and  their  Territories.^' 

Mr.  VXRNUMjirom  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  examioed  and  found  daly  enrolled  the 
biH  last  mentioned.  ^ 

A  message  froaJ:the  House  6f  Representatives, 
by  Mes^s.  Crawfoeo  and  '(o'rner,  the  •commit- 
tee on  the  part  of*  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  enrolled  tills— Mr.  Crawforo,  chairman : 

Mr,  PrmdeWt:  The  Si)eaker  of  the  House  of 
Repres^tatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  hill, 
Ve  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  Uie  Senate  for  t'he 
fligoatore  of  their  Presidents 
*  Tibe  ^Pre810ent  signed  the  enrolled  bill  Jast 
reported  to  have,  been  ezatained,  and  it  was  de- 
livered ,to  the  oommitteei  to  be  laid  -before  the 
PreBiden^of  the  United  States. 
,  Mr.  VARNUM  reported,  from  the  committee,  that 
thejr,  thisr  day,  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  la- 
formed  the  cOmmijttee  that  he  had,  this  day, 
Approved  and  signed  the  sanie. 

•  On  motion,*  by. Mr.  VarnoMj 
;  JReao^d,  That  the  injunpttoovof  sec^ecvj  in 
relation  to  the  eonfidential  Message  of  tM  Presi- 
dent of  th.e  Unite^d  States  of  the  first  instant,  and 
tflso  \a  relation  to  the  private  and  confidential 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  since  that  dAte,  be  re- 
moved. ^  . 

lEnd  0/  the  confidential  froeeeding9.2 


FbidaV;  Jane  19. 
The.  Senate  resumedj  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the. discharge  of  William  Peck 
from  his  imprisonment ;"  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed,  the  bill  Wa6  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  is- 
.  suing  of  Treaisury  notes,"  was  read  theseconti  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  ana 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Ten- 
txcbsee.  Bayard,  and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  (he  committee. 
.  Mr.  Bayard,  frdni  the  committe^to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  jHititied 
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"An  act  to  authorize  a  dcitachmeot  from  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,'*  reported  ft  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
xhentary  to  '  An  act  authorizing  thj?  Prejsident  of 
the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,"  reported  it  amended. . 

The  amend  menta  to  the  biil.  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  tbe.kwf  within  rhe  District  of  Colum- 
bia, having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor* 
rectly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
K^  amended,  and  passed,  with- amend n^enlfi. 
'  The  aolendments  to  the  bill,  entitled^ "  An  act. 
eonferting  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for 
the  county  of  Wasbiogton,  in  the  t>i«trict  of 
Columbia,"  having  been  reported  by  the  comniit- 
tee  correctly  engrosse4).tfae  bill  wa«  read  a  ^hird 
ItBie-as  amendedf  and  passed  wiih  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smiths  oCMaryland, 

Hesolved,  That  the  President  of  .the  United 
States  be  requ^ed  to  lay  befpre  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  mfty  possess  respecting  the  hos- 
tile or  friendly  movements  and  intention;!  of  the 
Indians  towards -the  United  Startea,  subsequent  to 
the.  battle  of  Tippecanot^. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson.  wa» 

resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the  Whale ;  an^ 

Mr.  Varnum  was'  reoueited  to  take  the  Chair ; 

and^  after  deb^«,  the  Se.qate  adjouMrned.  * 

^  1.1  I 

Saturday,  June  pO, 

On  .motion  by  Mr.  Gregg,  the  commit  tee-  to 
whom  was  referred  thjs  petition  of  John  Clarki 
was  discharged  from  tbe  further  consideralioia 
iherebf,  , , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iii  Committi^  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill»  entitled  irAi)^ 
act  supplementary  to  ^An  act  authorizing  the- 
President  of  the  United  States'.lo  raise  certaii^ 
companies  of  rangers  for-  this  pi^tection  of  the' 
frontier  of  the  United  States,"  together  witii  ibe 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com** 
mittee ;  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next.  ,   *  • 

The* Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  t6 
authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  April  ID.  1812,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lecjt  committee;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Taylob,  that  the  fuither  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  to  the  first  Monxlay  in  October 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  19,  ^s  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayardi  Bibb,  Crawford, 
Honest  Howell,  Hunter,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor, 
and  Turner. 

Nats — Mesns.  Bradley,  Gondit,  Cults,  Dana,  Frank- 
lin, Gaillard,  Germi^  Gilmaii,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lam- 
bert, Letb,  Lldjrd,  Fope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
TaSt,  Vamtitn,  and  Worthingtbn* 


And  "having  agreed  to  the  Reported  amendment 
with  amendments^  the  President  Reported  the  bill 
to  thjg  Honse  accordingly.  And,\)n  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third  time  as  amended  1 
it  was  determined  io  the  alQJrraative. 

A  message  from  ihe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  ^hat  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled.  "  An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.'       ,      .  .       . 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concUrreoee  was 
.re^d,  and  passed  to  the  seccAid  residing. 

The  ]u\\,  entitled,  *^An  act  authorizing  the  dis* 
charge  of  William  Peck  from  his  tmpritooment," 
was  repfd  ^  Ihird  tim«,  aftd  'passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ghjsgg;  the  eommktee  t» 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  6th  of  tXecember  last, 
tb&  memorial  of  the  President  and"Managers  of 
the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania; 
also,  on 'the, 24tb,  the  memoriat  of  GoQvernecir 
Mojrris  and*. others,  werfs  discharged. 


MoHDAT,  Juhe  22. 

Mr.  BttADLfiV  presented  five  memorials  of  (be 
citizens  of  Vero^oht,  deprecating  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, and  praying  the  rieidoval  of  the' commer- 
cial restrictive  system ;  and  the  memorials  were 
read. 

Mr.  .Qregg  presented  fborteen  memorials  of  six 
hnndred  citizens  df  Cumberland  county,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Lambert  presented  the  petition  of  a  laige 
number,  of  cki^ens  of  th>  State  of  New  Jtnej,  to 
tbe  seme  purpdse;  which  wasretd. 

l^he  biUsupplementa^y  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act'to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  April  10,  1812,having 
been ,  reported^  br  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  reaa  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  liEtB  fiubmined  the  following  motion : 
,  ''Tha(  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join  a- commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  the  Honaesfaonld 
think  proper  io  appoint  a  committee,  to  examine  and 
report  ymt  business  is  neoessarjr  to  be  done  dniing 
the  present  session;  at  what  time  the  two  fioows 
ought  to  adjourn;  and  to  what  time  Oongresa  akomld 
stand  adjoutned."  *' 

And  tlie  motion  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioner?,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
rerred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  ANo^RdON,  Bradley, 
and  FRAtiKLiN,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mn;  Grkog',  fromf  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled*'* An  act  confirming 
grants  to  ladds  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  de- 
rived from  the  British  Qoverriment  of  West  Flor^ 
ida,  not  subsequently  regranted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  or  the  United  States,'^  reposed  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGfcN.  ftom  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  ascer- 
tain and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the 
tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the'military  bounties 
allowed  to  rhe  officers  and.&oidiers  of  the  Vij^nia 
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liDe  OQ  contineatai  establishmenV'  made  rep9rt. 
Whereupon,  ^       ^ 

« Resolved^  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
tbeir  ameoameots  to  the  hill  above  mentioQed,as 
that  they  copcur  in  the  amepdmeDtb  as  qoodified 
by  the  committee  of  confereac^e,  and  agree  tha't 
the  bill'  be  so  amen^^d. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
resumed,  as  in  Ooramittee  of  the  Whole,  aqd  ]yf  r. 
VAB^nM  was  req^uested  to  take  the  Chair;  and, 
after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  obn- 
sideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
A  messag^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Sejaate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  th»bill,  eoiitled  "An  act  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for^satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 

iowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  ot  the  Virginia 
ioe  oh  continental  establishment,''  and  a«;'re?  to 
the  afxiiendmenls  as  modified  byjhe  mansigers  at 
the  conference  thefeon.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled ''Ad  A«t  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prize  goods  ^'^  also,  ^  bill,  enticed  <'Au 
act  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of 
public  lands,  sold  in  the  westerly  district  of  the 
Territory  01  Orleans, now  State  of  Louisiana;'', 
ID  which  bills  they  request  the  eoocOrrence  of  the 
Senate.   '    .  .   ^ 

Tiie  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  'Coneerni'ng  letters  of  marque,  prizes, 
atid'pria^e  goods^  was. read  the  secoud  time  by 
consent,  and  releKe4  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  3  andi  Messrs.  Tayloa,  Anderson,  Var- 
NDif ,  CuTTS,  and  .Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
{lointed  the  co)nmittee. 

Mr«  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,,  from  the  cbm- 
miuee  tp  whom  was.  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*^Aa  act.  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  reported  it  with  an  amendrtient. ' 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presid^aI' or  THE  United  Statbs: 
7b  the  TSenjttte  and  Hmue  of  * 

Repr/uentativet  'of  ike  Untied  Statea  .• 

I  commaHicate  to  Coilagrew  copies  of  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary. of  State  ^rom.tbe  Char^j^ d!Afikires  of  the 
United  SteCes  at  London,  and  of  a  note  lo  him  from 
the  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JuHBUa,  IW. 

.  T  be  M^sagra  nd  copies  thereii/  mentioned  were 
read.. 

The  Senate  re^unaed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W]io]e,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *|An 
act  confirtning  claims  to  lands  in  tne  Mississippi 
Territory,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted 
by  the  Spanish  GoTerihment."  tog^ether  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  aelect  com- 
mittee ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  hill  to  the  House  ae- 
cordiDglr. 

Oq  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  revd  a  third 
time  as  amende^)  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af« 
jbrnative. 


Tuesday,  June  23. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act 
confirming  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by 
the  Spanish  Government,"  hav'ing  been  reported 
by  th.e  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as^  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments; 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativee 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  a^ree  tb  the 
amendments' of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^:An  act  conferring  ^certain  powers  on  the  Levy 
Court  (br  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis-^ 
,trict  of  Columbia,''  With  an  amendment;  in  which 
they  reqOest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  [Massed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  imposing  a^ 
ditional  duties  upon  all.  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
and  for  other  purposes."  in  whieh  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate- 

The  bill  last  breoght  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  .passed' ta  the  second  reading. ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BAVARt),  the  *  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  concernrn|r  the  Levy  Cowt  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  Distiict  of  Columbia,''  was 
postponed  to  ihe  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  GoooRicH,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief af  Aniia  Toung,  heiress  and  representative  of 
Colonel  John  Durkee^  deceased," Reported  it. with- 
out amendment.  • 

Mr.  TatU)!!,  from  the  committee' to  whom  wm. 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation, for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the 
outstanding  claims  for  the  constraqtion  and  re- 
pair of  the  Capitol  and  the  Prestdenl^s  house,  for 
the  compensation  of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the 
Poblic  Buildings,  and  for  fornttvre  for  the  differ- 
egt  irpartmetvts  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  it  with,  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lgib,  for 
appointing  a  joint  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
po,rt  what  business  i»  necessary  to  be  done  during 
'the  present  session ;  and,  having  agreed  thereto^ 
Messrs.'LEiB,  Lldyd,  Bayaro,  CoNDiT,and  Tay- 
lor, were  appointed,  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  th^  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  aiving  iFalidity  to 
the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  lands  sold  in 
the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Louisiana,''  was  read  the  secona 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider^nd  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tait^Bibb, 
and  Franklin,  were.appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  Uie  committee. to  whom  was 
referned  the  bill,  enti.tled  '<  An  act  concerning  let- 
ters of.  qdarque.  prizes,  and  prize  goods."  reported 
it 'with,  amendments;  which  were  reaujund  con- 
sidered as  in  Comoiittee  of ^  the  Whole;,  and, 
having  aereed  thereto  in  part,  and  further  amend- 
ed the  bill,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
"accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  us  amended  ?  it  was  determi^^d  in  the  af- 
firmi^tive.  « 
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'  The  amendibents  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
'Concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prtze 
goods,*^'  were  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended^  and  further  amended  by  unanimous 
consent.  / 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  billpass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  afnrmative — yeas, 
32,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson, '  Bibb»  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  .Cr^w^d,  •  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Gilman,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leil^  ^ope.  Reed,  Kobinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tai^  Taylor, 
Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

.  NATs^r^Messrs.  DabSt  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
«nd  Lloyd. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  paiss  with 
amendments. 

Mr:  Andbbson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

^  Whereas  the  United  States  of  America,  notwith- 
standing thepaci£c  disposition  which' has  been  so  dia- 
tinguishingly  evipced*  by  them  towards  all  the  nations 
of  Uie  world,  have*  nevfrtheless,  been  compelled  tOTc- 
sort  to  arms  for  the  maintenance  and  protection  of 
those  rights  which  have  been  achieved  by  the  blood  of 
their  fathers;  and.  although  the^  have  a  just  canfi- 
dence  in  the  strength  of  their  Government,  and  in  the 
Tigor  of  their  own  arm,  yet,  being  tapght  by  Holy 
Writ,  to  which 'they  bow  with  all  due  reverence  and 
gubmiBsion,  '*  that  Uie  race  is  not  to  ifalB  swfft,  nor  the 
battle  to  the*  strong,  but  of  the  Lofd  who  willeth  aad 
doeth :"  And-  it  beiri^  at  all  times  our  indiroenaable 
duty  devx>utly  to  acknowledge  the  superintendmg  prov* 
Mence  of  Almighty  God,  eapectaily  in  times  of  impend* 
isg  .'danger  and  public  calamUy,toteyereneeand  adore 
His  immutable  justice,  as  f^ell  as- to  implore  His  mer^ 
dful  inteiposition  for  the  {nrosperit^  of  the  aation: 
Therefore,-  ^  '        ' 

**IU$ohied,  iw  the  Senate  and  H&uee  of  Hepresentn'; 
tives  of  the  Vtiited  Stages  of  Amerieat  in  Congress 
auemoledy  That '  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  andrequest 
fliat  he  will  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  a  day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be 
observed  by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  die  safety 
and  welfare  of  these  States,  and^  for  the  success  of  their 
arms."  * 

And  the  motion  was  read,,  and  passed'  to  the' 
aecond  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  t;oncur  in 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate,  for  the  ap- 
pointhient  of  a  Joint  committee  to  examine  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
during  the  present  session,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part.  The  House  qf  Repre- 
aentatives  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  (hie 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,"  ^nd  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for*  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all^oods,  wares^^and  merdhan- 
dise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
for  other  purposes,'' was  rend  the  second  timej' 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  conrider 


and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
landj  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Llotd,  were 

appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  th^  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  conferring  certain  powers  on  ^e  Lery 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  qoacurrediherein. 
'  Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  giving  validity 
to  the  sale  of  certain,  tracts  of  pubRe  Jands  in  the 
western  district  of  tlie  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana/' 'reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  Ihe  conimittee'  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  authorising  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  lea^e,  for  a  term  of  years, 
.any  part  of  the  reservation^  of  public  ground  in 
the  City  of  ^Washington,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment.         • 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  Mr, 
Varntjm  was  requested,  to  tak^  the  Chair;  and 
the  bill  havihg  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
sumed the  Chair,  and,Mr«  Varnum  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  which  was  considered 
in  Senate,  and  Agreed  to. 

On  the-cjuestron,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  athii'd  time  as  amended?  it  was* deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

.Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  ^bat  to- 
morrow he  should  a^k  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
I  supplementary  to  the  act  fixingthe  Military  Peace 
Esiablishmet>(  ofthe  Uniied  States. 

The  bill,  entitled*"  An  act  to  authorise  the  is- 
suing of.  Treasury  notes,"  was  resumed  as  in 
Committee  of-the  Whole;  and,  after  debate,  and 
the  consideration  bf  confidential  and  Ezecative 
business^ -the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  June  35.. 

The  bill  for  the '  relief  of  James  Wilkinsoa 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  corcectlf 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  Jtinie,  add  piissed. 

The  Prebiobnt  coi^muiiicated  *a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  .of  the'  General  Land  Office^ 
enclosing  a  report  of  the  Land  'CommisstoDer^  at 
St^  Loois,  relative  to  the  lead  mines,  in  obedicDCC 
to  a  provision  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
an  act  for  a:icertaining  and  adjusting  the  cities 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans and  the  district  of  Louisiana ;  and. the  loiter 
and  report  were  read.     . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  .of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
select  committee ;  and,  havitig  agreed  thereto,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  question,  Shajl  this  bili.be  r^d  a  third 
lime  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  m  theaffir- 
matire^yeas  19,  na^s  5,  as  follows :. 

,   XsAji— Messrs.  Audefsoa,  Bradley,  Braat^  Campbell 
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of  TeaiMwed^  C/awfoM,  FranUtn,  Gai^ard,  OUes, 
Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maiy- 
laiMl,  Ttit,  Ttylor,  Turner,  Viitrnum,  aod  Wortltiogton. 

'Na¥»— Me«ra..Geiiaaiif  Giknao,  Goodrich,  Horqey, 
and  lAtffdk 

The  odotioi^'tDade  yes^erdaf^  respect in^  a  day 
of  fMia  bumiliatioa  and  prayer;  wait  read  tb« 
seeoad  time;  an^d  on  the questioD,.S ball  it^een- 
groased  and  read^^tbird  tim/e?  it  wa«  determined 
io  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  .of  tbe 
Whole,  tlie  consideration  of  tbe  bill  entitled  '^An 
act  Bopplemenlary  to  ao  act  autborizing  tbe  Pres- 
ident otth6  United  Bt^tesjto  raise  certain  compK* 
Bies  of  ranf  era  for  .fbe  pi'Dteoti9n'of  tbe  frontier  of 
<h^  United  States,"  ^nd  disagreed,  to  tbe  amead- 
ment  reported  by. the  select  eommit|ee$  and,  on 
motion,  the  bill  waa  amended;  and  tbe  President 
refx>rted  tbe  amendments  to  the  Hoojse,  and  it 
waia  agreed  to  amend  the  bill  aCcorcJingly. 

QB^heqiMstion',  Shall  this  bijiri»q.r^d  a  t^ird 
time  as  amepded  ?  it  was  detdviptQei)  in,  the  affir- 
iriat1?e.  .      ' 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  aacl  obtained 
leare  lo  ixrin^  in  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  *Establisbment  of  the 
United  States  f  and  tbe  .bill  was  read,  and  paised 
to  the  second,  reading. 

The  Senate  resttmed.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  aathoctzifirg  tbe  Preaident  of' the 
United  Siatee  te  lease,  for  a  tdrm'of  years,  any 
part  of  tlfe  reaerratioks  of  pvbHc  crroand'  ift  'the 
City  .of  Watbington,  together  witb^tlM  amend<* 
mem  Reported  thereto  by.  the  releot  committee ; 
ud  Mr. Vaen0m  was  rec^pieated  to  take  the  Chair; 
siod  the  amendnient  having  beeii  agreed  to^  the 
Preaident  "resiimed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  VitRNUM 
reported  tbe  bill  with  ftA  ameadment,  whi^h  ^as 
coosidered  in  the  Senate  and  agreed  to.  And  on 
tbe  qdeatioB,  Shall  this  ^ili  be  read  a  ihird  time 
as  amended  *  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 


Fri1>at,  Jdne-26. 

The  jointj resolution  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  recohnmenjl  a  day  t)f  pub- 
lic humiliation  aod'pmy.er,  having  beeii  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time;  and  on'  motidu,  by  Mr.  Gehmaii,  it 
.waa  recommitted  ,to  a  select  Committee,  .to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  (^oodrich^ 
Anderson,  and  Braolet,  were  appointed  t\e 
committee.. 

Tbe.'ameQdrqent  tcf  the  bill,  entitled  "An  tict 
authorizing  the  issoiog  of  Treasury  not^s,"  w^s 
reported  by  the  commitietf  corre<Jily  engrossed, 
and  tbe  hill  was  read  a  third  (ime  as  amended. 

On  thequestion, Shall  this  bill  pass  a^atmeoded? 
It  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative — ye!las  23, 
nays  8,  as  follows :  .     ' 

Ybas — Mesdis.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  .^rent,. 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford;  Catts, 
Franklin,  Gaill^rd,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smiith  of  New  Yatltj  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Tarder,  Ymmnm',  and 'Woirthington. 

NAT^-^Mesers.  ■  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  GHman, 
Goodrich,  fimnuor,  Ll^d,  and  F0pe« 


Stf^twas  resolved  that. this  biU  pass  i^ith  an 
amendment*  •     > 

The  amendnfents  to  the  bill,  entitled  *"'  Afi  act 
supplero^niary  to  *  An  act  afliboi'i2ing  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe'Uaited  States  to  raise. certain  compa- 
aies  of  remgers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States,^  were  reported  by  the  com* 
mittee  correctly  engros^secj.  and  tbe  Wli  warread 
the  third  tim^  as  amertded,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

Resolved^  Tfaat  this  bill  p^ss  with  amendments. 

The  bill  aMthorising  the  President  of  the  Ubi* 
ted  Spates  to  lease,  for  aC  term  of  yeai^,  any  part 
of  the  reservaiiQns  of  public  ground  in  the  Qity 
of  Washington,  was  reported  by  the  committee' 
correctly  engrbssed,  and  read  a  third  time  and  the 
blank  filie?.       . 

Resolved^  That  this  .bill' pass,  and  that  the  title  • 
thereof  be. '^  An  act  abthorizing  the  President  x)f 
the  United  Statea  to  lease,  foif  a-t^m  of/years, 
any  part  of  the  reservations  of  pablie  jfround  in 
the  City  of  .WnshingtoB."         ' 

Mr.  Batard  presented  the  memorial  of  tl^e  ciii- 
Zens' of  ttfe  town  of  Newcastle,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware,  ^bd  its  vicinity,  praying  Congress  to 
direct  measures  for  their  defence,  in  their  peenli- 
arly  exposed  situation. — Referred  t6  .the  Secreta- 
ry for  the  Department  of  War,  to^onsider and  xH- 
poK  thereon.,  ' 

/  Mr.  Bradlbt  presented  the*  petition  of  sundty 
citizens  of  the  Sta'teof  Vermont,  deprecating  the 
horror^  of  war.  and  pr^yinjir  the  removal  of  the 
festricriv^  system  and  6mbargp^  and  the  petition 
Was  read.  ^       / 

.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
io  whom  w^  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  imposing  additional  duties  npon  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  fbr  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  consideration- tbei;eof  be  made  \\i» 
Order  of  the  ^ay*  fot  Monday  nexf. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a.  letter  from  the 
Conprniisionerof  the^Oeneral  Land  Office,' enclosr 
in'g  a  repdrt  of  the  Commissioners  -for  the  district 
ef  Viiicennes,  made  in  pursuance  of '^  Art  act  pro- 
viding for  .the  sate  of  certain  lands  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  atad  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  letter, 
and  report  were  r^ad.  ^  • 

The  bill  aupMcmehtary  to  the  act  'fixing  the 
Military  Peace  Kstablishroent  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  second  time,  ancl  teferred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  SmrrA  of  Maryland, FRANKLtii,  and  Brad- 
ley^ were  appointed  the  cotnmittee.    . 


SATtrRl>AY,,Jaoe27.   . 

The  Pr8Bu>biit  conunuaicated  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor.  Alditrmen,'  and  inhabitants  of  New 
Orleans,  paying  the  exteasion  of  a  certain  street 
in  that  city  thron^h  the  property  of, the  United 
States,  upon  eertain  conditions ;  and  the  petiUoo 
was  read.  •   ' 

Mr.  SjkiTR,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  siipplen^entary  to 
the  act  itouDg  the  Military  Peace- fiatoblishmeftt 
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of  tbe  United  Sia&es,  reported  it  wHh.  amend- 
meDts,  whic^  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of" 
the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  tbe  House  accordingly.  . 

'On  the*  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  (bird  time  as  ameaded?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  messai[^  froni  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  amendments  of  the  Seoate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '^Au  act  supplementary  to  'An  |ict  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  pretec*- 
tion  of  the  frontier  pf  the  Unit^  States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  th«  amend* 
ments '  to  tbe  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  of 
Representatives.  '    '    >      . 

'On  motion,  'by  Mr,  -Ar^bsRsON,  tha^  (hey  re- 
cede from  their  acmendments  >•  the  aaid  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6^  nays  18, 
as  follows :  '  i .        ' 

YxAS — Means.  •  Andenoo^  Bayard,  Cadipbell  of 
TaoDMaee,  Pope,  RobixMon,  Taylar,  .Yatnufti,  ~  and 
Worthington. 

Naxs— Mesar*.  Bradley,  Condit»  Crawford.  Cutta,. 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Qilee»  CTUmiui^  Croodr^cfai, 
Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Smith  of  New  York,  and  Tait. , 

•  On  motion,  by  Mr,  Fbankum,  xxyrta  resolved 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  ame^dmeata  to 
the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Lma  submiiyd  the  following  .motion  for 
consideration:    •     ' 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  flie'  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  pay  to  Henry  B.  Joy,  Henry  MiUer,  and  To- 
bias Simpeon,  fifty  dollan  each,  as  an  additional  cd!mt 
penaation  for  their  seryices  during  the  present  seiision. 

Mr.  Gbbog  presented  fifteen  memorials  of  a 
large  number  or  citizens  of  Cumberland  county, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  deprecating  a  war 
with  England,  and  praying  the  j.emoval  of  the 
commercial  restrictive  system. 

Mr.  AMDEitsoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the.  resolution  respecting  a  day  'of 
publio  humiliation  and  prayer,  reported  it  amend- 
ed ',  and  it  was  considered  as  in  Comovitte^  of  the 
Whole,  anVl  agreed.to. 

On  the  question,  Shall  it  be  engrossed  aiul  read 
a  third,  time  ^s  amended^?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative.     .  *, 

Mr.  A.,  also,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  in- 
valid, pensioners,"  repprted  it  with  amendments, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  making  an  i^p- 
propriation  far  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the 
outstanding  claims  for  the  construction  and  repair 
of  theCtpitol  and  the  PresiSlent^  houae;  for  the 
compensation  of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the  Public 
BuildiBga;  Jind  for  furnilure  for  the  different 
apartments  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," together  with  amendments  reported  there- 
o  by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Qrgoq  was 
equeated  to  take  the  Chair ;  «nd,  haviag  agreed 
o  the  teport,  the  PaEaiDENT  resumed  the  Chair, 
nd  Mr.  Gr&oo  reported  the  biil  with  amend- 


meotn,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  ainjeoded 
accordingly. 

On  the  quesMon,  Shall  this  bill  be  engfosaed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amende4?  il  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  ColAmittee  of  the 
Whole,. the  bill,  entitle<^  '^An  aet  giving  validity 
to  the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  lands  in  the 
W«itern  district  of  the  Territovy  of  Orleana,  now 
State  of  Louisiana;"  and  no  amendment  having' 
been  proposed/  the  bill  was  .passed  to  -the  third 
leading.  .        •,  ' 

The  bill;  entitled  '*An  act  for  fhe  i«lief  of  Anna 
Ypung,  h^ress  and  representative  of  Col.  John 
Durkee,  deceased,"  war  resaoied,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the-  Whole;  and  no  aTnendmeot  having 
been  proposed,  it  wae  .ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DAi«it«made  a  report  from  theoommittee 
on  the  bill;  entitled  *!Airact  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  College :"  Wbereapoa, 
the  further  cpnsideration  of  th€  bill  was  postpon- 
ed to  the  first  Moi^day  in  Deeeraber- next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Greog.  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
abe  for  the'relief  of  ColodeV  Jonathan  Williams," 
was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next.  • '   * 


Monday,  June.29» 

T^  resolution  aathtfrisi^rthe  SeereUry  of  the 
Senate  to  pay  Henry  Millar  aad  others  fifty  dol- 
lars each,  waa  read  the  second,  time. 

A  message  from  the  House/of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  (^entitled  ^  An  act  aoihoriaiog  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  States  to  leaae,  for  a  ternoljof  yeara^ 
^any  part  of  the  reservations  of  ground  m  the  City 
of  Washington,  wkh  an  aoiendnient;  io  which 
they  request  the  coocorrc^nce  of  tiie  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed;  as  in  .Committee  of  the 
Whole,  theconaideratiep  of  tbe  hill,  entitled  ^'Aa 
act  for  imposing  additional  duties  on  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  for- 
eign port  er  place^  and  for  other  pur'po$e8,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  followiag 
amendment: 

f*  Sac.  2.  And  be'itfurthir  enacted,  That  the  first 
aA'd  second  sections  of  tbe  act,  entitled  ^An  act  repeal- 
ihg  the  act  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  oontiouing  in 
force,  for  a  further  time,  the  ficst  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An 'act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Baibary  Pow- 
ers,'* passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1807,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed  :'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  17,  as  follows :  . 

YxAs-^Mesars.  Bayard,  Bndley,  Gondii,  Cutts, 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Lambert,  JJetb,  Llojd,  Pepa, 
Reed,  and  Smith'of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messis.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Qrent,  CampbeH 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  'Dana,  Franklm,  GailJard, 
Goodrich,  Howell,  Hnntar,  Smith  of  New  Vock,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Vaiaom,  and  WorthiiifllOB- 
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On  the  ffoestfonj  td '  ag;ree  to^  xbe  fo1Iow4ncf 
aTnendmeiitVsCrike"q]it  "'one  hundred,"  section  1, 
Hoe  3.  it  tras  determined  in  the  i^^ative-r^yeas 
13,  na'f^  191,  its  fellows:  *    ,    . 

TsA>— ^Mesors.  Bayard,  Daaa,  German,  txiles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Horftey,  -  Hunter,  Laipbert,  Lloyd, 
Bope,  Reed,  and  Smith,  ef  Maryland. 

rirAtB"»^MeMn*  AAdeieont  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tenneaaeer  Condit,  OrawlbT<f,  Catta, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  HoWell,  Leib,  Robinaon,  Smith  xA 
New  York,  Tait,  Taykn,  Turner,  .Varnnn^  and  Wer- 
thington.         -       , 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  atnendmen^ 
proposed,  to  strike  out  the.  words  "passdn^  of  this 
aef;^' Section  1,  line  7,- it  was  determine tn-the^ 
negative — yeas  15,  nays  17,  ns  follow*:    •  .   .      T 

YBAs-r-MesBTH.  Bayard,'  Brent,  Dana,  Oern\an,  Gilea, 
GiTmaQ,  Goodrid^  Hor«ey,^ Hunter,  LambeA, 'Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed;-8nlidi^f  Maryland!  ahd'SmSth  t^  New 
York.     ■ 

Nats— Mes^.  A«iden»i>,  Bibb,  Bradley^  Oampbjfell 
of  Tennefta^,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Cntta>  Franklin,' 
OatUard,  HoweH,  Leib,  Robinson,  tfrai(,.Tay for,  Tur- 
ner, Vhmuin,  and  Wort&ington.   '  ♦ 

Andf  having  disaflcreed  to  the  report  of  tYie  se-, 
lect  eommlttee,  the  Prescdekt  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr^  OailiIaro  reported  the  hill  to  the  Qoute 
wUhout  4a>enam^nt» 

On  the  qneetion^  StialXthis  biU  be  read  ft. third' 
time  ?  it  w«s  determiflM^  is  th«  affirmfitive— y«ft8 
22,  fkaya  10,  as  followt :         ; 

Ys^B'^MesBrfl.  Anderson,  Bibb,  0tmdley,  Brent, 
Gam]^)eU  of  TenneBses,  Condit,  €raw£»rd9  CiittB, 
Fnffiklin,  jGaiUar^f  Howell,  Ij«mhert,  Leib,  Pope^«Bob- 
inaon,  Smith,  of  1MaryUnd»  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait» 
Taylor,  Turner,  Yarmum,'  and  AVorthington.        .      . 

NATa^MeBsrs.  Bayard*  Dana,  German,  CTileB^  Uil- 
man^  Goodrieh,  horsey.  Hunter,  Lloyd,  and  Aeetl. 

A  message.froii^  the  House  of  tlepresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
the  biH,  entitled  "An  actio  eompensate>it>r  his 
services  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the -Senate, 
acting  as  such  when  i^e  oflUce  (5f  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  vacant ;"  also,-  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  facilitate  thetransfer  of 
stock  created  under  an  apt  passed  on  ttie  10th  of 
November,  1803 ;"  in -which  bilts  they  r^uest  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.         ' 

ToesDAY,  June/30.   . 
.  The  PaesiDBNT  ooinmnnica^ed  a 'letter,  ai^ned 
Wiilfam  Dnane,  with^  treatise  on  military  tac^ 
ties;  and  the  letter  was  read.- 

On  motion,  ty  Mf .  Snrrv,  of  Maryland,  the 
President  was  requested  ro  acknowledge  ihV  re- 
ceipt of  the  **^Hand  Book  for  InOintry,'*  from 
WilHam  Doane.«  '  «.  • 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in«- 
habitants  of  the  town  of  Salens,  la  ijie  Stale  of 
Massachusetts,  deprecating  a.  war  with-  Qreat 
Britain,  aad  Npresentiog  it*  peculiarly  calamitous 
to  them,  iU'  the  exposed  situation  of  their  com- 
merce ;  and  the<inemorial  was  read.' 

ThePRBSincTtT  communicated  la  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  ]>epartn]reBt  of  War^oil  the  tne-^N 


mortal  bf  the  eitizens  of  Newcastle,  in  the  S4ate 
of  Delaware,  and  its  vicinity,,  referred  to  him  on 
the -36(11  instant ;  and  the  .report  was  read. 

ThepRfi6ibENTaJ)so  communicated  a  statement  * 
of  the  proceedings  x>f,  the  -citizens  of  New  York, 
>ifned  Henry  ^4itgers,  ei»aitma^,  approving  tho 
measures  vf  Gtovernmeat  at  this  eveatf^iVcrisis  ;- 
which  was  read. 

Mr..  Tait  presented  a  co|»y  of  the  resolution  en- 
tered into  by  pitiaens  of  Milledgevilleand  it,s- vi- 
cinity, In  the  State- of  Georgia,  expressing  their 
confideDce  in  the  National  Coancils.  and  thehr  de- 
terokination' to  support  ibe  laeasure's  of  Gk>vern'« 
ilieiit ;  which  Was  read. 

'the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  facilitate  th^  trans^ 
fer  of  stock,  cfeated  under  air  act  parsed  the  10th 
of  November,  1603,"  was  j-ead  three  times  by  unan-i. 
imous  eoDseoLt,  and  passed.. .      .    ,    ,   . 

The  bill,  entitfed  *'An  aot  to  compensate  for 
his  aei^ices  the  {'resident  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate;  actings  as  such  when  the  officeof  Viea 
President  of.  the  Ujoited  Siatea  shall  be  vacant," 
was  read,  aad  parsed •t<!>the  second  reading. . 
.  The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing  4tie 
Military-  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States^  having  been  reporied  by  the  commiitee 
ciorrectly  engrossed,  .was- read  a  4hud  time  a^d 
amendea  by  unanippus .consent.' 

Mei^bedj  ^That  this  bill  ptos,'.a9Mi  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  aot  respecting  thepay  of  the  Arr 
my"  of  the  United  States.'^ 

The  bill,  ebtirled  <!Aa  aftt  '0vlng  validity  ta  4lie 
&ale  of  certain  tracts.tyf  public  tand  in  ihd  West** 
ern  district,  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State 
of  Looisiana^^  was  cead  a  third  time,  and'passed. 

The  bfll,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  or  Anna 
.Voung,  heiress,  and  Uepresenutive  of  Colonel 
John  Durkee^ deceased,"  wte  read  the  third  timcj 
and  passed.  '         ' 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  Slater  to  reeommend  ^  day  of  )>i^blic  h«* 
miliationr  and  prayer,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  ejQgrassed,  ,was  read  the 
third  time.  '  .'    • 

On  the  question^'  Shall  this  resolution  piass  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  naya 
4,  as  follows :   .    •  •  '  ' 

YsASi^— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayardf  Brent,  Oondity 
Crawford,  CottB,  Gaillard,  'German,  Giles,  Goodrich, 
Htorse^,  Howell,  J^ambert,  Lloyd,  Robinson,' Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnuhy,  and  Wortbihgtdn. 

Nats— -Messrs*  Bibb,  FranUin,  GKhnan,  and  Smith 
of  New  York; 

So'the  resolution  passed  as  follows : 

**It  being 'a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devputly  to  ac- 
knowledge our  'd<ependence  on  Ahntghty  God,  and  ta 
itaplofe  his  aid  and-  protection  :  Tber^ore, 

«  Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  and' House  of  Representee 
tires  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembted.  That  a  joint  cdmoMttee  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  wait  on  the  President.of  the  United  States, 
and'reqneettiiathe  recommend  a  day  of  public  humili- 
ation and  prayer,>tb  be  observed  by  the  people  of  th» 
United  l^tates,  with  religious^Bol^mnity  and  theofferini^ 
of  iervent  snpplioatiOQs  «o>A!aMghty  God  ibs  the  aafety 
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and  welfare  of  these.  States,  bi»  blesaing  09  their  arme 
and  the  apaedy  restoration  of  peace." 

.  OrcUredf  That  Messrs.  A]cder80n  and  Qood- 
RiCH  be  the  committee  on  tb«^arc  of  the  Senate. 
A  message  from  the  Hcm&e  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreemem  to  the  ame.ndments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  supplementar]^  to 
'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise ^  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  protection  ofthe  frontier  of  the  United  States." 
They  have  passed  a -bill',  entitled  '*Ab  act-sqpple- 
mentary  to.  an  aet^  entitled  'An  act  giving  further 
time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of 
the  riv^r  Ohio  10  complete  their  payoieots,''  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concarrence  of  the 
Senate, 

The  bill  Ust  brought* up  for  concurrenjcc  was 
re«d,  and  passed  to  t£e  secoDdreadiog.    *    ; 

The  bill,  entitled  ^ An  act  for  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  upon  aU  goods,  wares,  ftud  merehaii'- 
dise^  imparted  from  any  foreign  port  or  places  and 
for  other  purposes,''  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  questiou,  Shalt  this  bill  pass.?  it  was  iSe- 
termined  in  the  affirmativei^yeas  20,  nays  9,  as 
follows:  .       . 

Yi^A^—^essrs.'  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley.  *  Bretit, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Cnfwftfrd,  Outts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lambert,  Ldib,'Robiason, 
emith  of  New  Yotk,  Talt,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamirm, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs..  Bayard,  Bsnf,  German,  GUes,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  and  Llqjd. 
.  So  it  was- resolved  that  this  bill  pass*. 
'  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirmlni^  grants  to 
land*  in  the  Missl/ssippi  Territory,  ^derived  from 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  hot  «\ib- 
aeqtteptly  retrflBinted  by  the  Governi^ent  of  Spain' 
or  of  the.' United  States,"  was  considered,  as  in 
Committee* of  the. Whole;  and  do' amendment 
haviug  been  proposed,. i(  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  • 

The  amendments  to  the .  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging an  the  outsti^nding  claims  for  the  con^ 
atfttCtioB  and  repair  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Presi- 
dent's bouse.  Cor  the  compensation  of  the  late  Sur- 
veyor of  tbe  Public  Buildings,  and  for  furniture 
for  the  different  apartments  of, the  Capitol,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  t)ie 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 
Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  Seoat^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensioner's,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee,  and  Mr. 
Varndm  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair^and  Mr.  Varnom  repoKed  the 
bill  with  amendments,  which  were  considered  in 
the  Sepate  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  wba  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 
The  Senate  took  into  oonsideratipn  the  amenj* 


m^nt  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reserva^ 
tions  oT  public  ground  in  the  Q'lij  of  Washington; 
and,  resolved  that  they  do  not  concur  therein. 

•  The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  to  authorize 
the'  Secretary  of  the  Senate  tp  pay  Henry  B.  Joy 
and  othera  fifty  dollars  ?acb;  as  an  additional  com- 
pensation for  their  sexviceA.  during  the  present 
session. 

Od  the  question.  Shall  thi9  resblutioiL  be  en- 
grossed and  reaid  fi  third  time?  it  was  determioed 
in  the.  affirmative. 

The  foLlQwing  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBE9IDBNT  OF  TH«  UnITBD  StATKS  : 

^0  the  ,Senai€  and  M^tut^  of 

Ro^MtHtaiiveB  ofthe  Vniied  StaieMu- 

With  a  view  the  better  to  adapt  to  the  public  service 
the  volunteer  force  cobtempUtaa  bjr  the  act  paaaed  on 
the  sixth  day  of  February,!  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  expediency^  of  making  the  le- 
qnisite  provision  for  the  omoers  thereof  being  conunis- 
eioned  by  the  authcoity  >of  the  United  States. 
'  Considering  the  distribution  of  the  nulitary  forces  of 
($e  United  States  required  by  the  eircumstoncea  of  onr 
•country,  I  re^'mmend  alsb  td  the  oonsideration  of  Con- 
gress the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  apDointment 
of  an  additional  number  of  general  ofSoerSr  and  of  depa- 
>  ties  .in  the  adjutant's/ qnart^m^fer's,  in'speeCor's,  and 
paymasierV  departments  of  the  army,  and  for  Uie  em- 
ployment, in  XBases  of  ediergeiicy^;  of  additional  engi- 
neers. .  JAM&8  MADISON. 
'  Jum  90,  ISItl. 

The  Message  w48  read ;  and,  referred  to  a  select 
commi^tte^,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
I^essrs.  Smitb  of  Maryland^  Anderson,  and  Giles, 
were  appointed  the  eominittee. 

•  WEDi«E9.DAy,  July  1. 

A.meisaffe  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Segate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  aa- 
thorizing  the  J^resident  of  the  United  States  tp 
lease,  for  a  tetmof  years,  any  part  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  public  ground  innhe  City  of.  Washington.'' 
They  disagree  to.  the  fin^  amendment  ofthe  Sen- 
ate to  the  Dill,  entitled /'An  .act  making  an  appro* 
priation  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  out- 
standing claims  for  the  Construction  and  repair  of 
the  Capitol  and  President's  house  i  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings ;  and  for  furniture  for  ihe  different  apattments 
of  the  Capitol,  and  other  purposes,"  and  agree  to 
the  other  amendment  with  an  anaendmenu 
'.  The  Senate  prQceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the*  bill  making  appropriations  respect- 
ing the  Capitol,  mentipned  as  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  Jast  message: 
Whereupon, 

Rfi$oltedy  That  they  recede  from  their  first 
amentlraent,  and' agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Hooae  of  Representatives  to  the  other  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill.  r   , 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bilL,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  inValid  pensioners,"  having  been  re- 
poried  by  tbe  coounittee  coriectly  engr<)ased,  the 
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bill  was  read  a  tbM  tiioe  as  amended,  udd  passed 
with  aineDdmenis.  < 

Mr.LEiB,  from  the  joint  eommiftee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  on  the  sobjeet,  reported 
a  resolution  •  authorizing  the.  President  of  the* 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  .the  HoUse  of  Represent- 
attvea  to  adjourn  their  respective  Hduses  on  the 
6th  day  of  Ji>ly  iostarit.  Th£  resolution  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the^seeond' reading. 

Mr.  Leib  also  asked  and  obtained  leave -to  re- 
port k  bill  fixing  the  tinde'ibr  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  parsed  to 
the  second  heading.      •  -    ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An' act  iivjng  farther  time 
to  purchasers  of  public  lands  iioHhwest  ot  the 
river  Ohio'  to '  complete  their  payments/'  was 
read  the  second  time,-  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  lo  consider  itnd  repqrt  thereon  *,  and 
Messrs.  Wohtbington,  PraneuM,  and  Bbad- 
LEY,  were  appointed, the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled' '^An  act  to  comp^sate  for 
his  servic'es^  the'  President,  pro.Umporej  of  the 
Senate,  aetfng  a*  such  when  .the  office  of  Vice 
Presldentof  the  Up  i  ted  States -^sball-  be  vacant,'' 
was  tevA  the  second  titer,  lind  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  <o  consider  an4  report  thcFeon  \  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of '"New  York,  BAtARo.  ^and 
Smith,  of'MarylaAd,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. .       »         *  ♦  • 

On,  mo^ouf  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
committee  to  whom  wasr  referred,  on  the  )^th  off 
November  last,  the  memorialof  the  re'presenta- 
'tives  oi  the  reTigiobs  society  ^f  Friends,  of  the 
yearly  meeting  held  in  Baltimore,' were  discharged 
from  (he  fofther  Consideration  thereof. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  the  27rh  of  June 
was  readalhird  time  and  passed,  as  follows:  ; 

Besolvedy  That  the'  S^tfretat-y  of  the  Sei>itte  be 
directed  to  pay  to  Henry  B;  Joy,  Henry  Miller, 
and  Tobias  Si nipson,*'fi Ay  dollars,  each,  as  anradr 
drtion'al  compensation  for  their  services'during 
the  present  session. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  eoneefning  grants  of 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
the  British  Go^verntnent  of  We^t  Florida,  not 
subseqiiently  fegranted'hy  the- British  G9vern- 
ment,  of  Spaiv,  or  of  th^  .United  States.''  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ,    '     ' 

A  message  from  the  House  of*  Representatives 
ii^form^d  (he  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  ilzing  the  time  for  the 
next  ineeting  of  Congress  f*  also,  a  joint  resolo- 
tioa  authbriziag  the  President  of  theBeoate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repres'ent$ti?es  toad- 
joy rn  their  RspeetiVe  Houses  on  Monday,  the  6th 
day  of  Julvinstantb 

The' bill  and  resolnt^n*^  last  mentioned  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.    . 

TBUBSDAT,^ttly  2. 

Mr.  Wohtbington,  from  the  commUtee  to 
irhom  wa^  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  giv- 
ing ^further  time  to  purchasers  -of  public .  lands 
northwi^sl  of  the  river.  Ohio,*  lo  complete  their 
paymepttf,''  reported  it  without  atnendment^ 


The  bill  from  ^the  Hpuse  of  Representa lives 
entitled  "Aq  act  fixing  the  time  of  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress/'  was  read  the  second  lime. 

Tb^  joint  resolution  from  tlie  Hou^e  of  Repre- 
sentatives^auihonzibg  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  ffdjuurn  their  jraspective-  Houses,  waf  read  the 
second  time.  .         .  >       ^ 

A  message  fi^onvthe  Houie  of  Hepr^sentatives 
informed. the  Senate  that  the  House,  have  passed 
a  bill,  entiiled  ^^An  «ct  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passe*d  on  the  spbiect  pf  a  unifiotrm 
ruKs.of  aatoralization;-'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
auppleml^ntary ,  to  the  act.  Entitled  'An  act  re- 
specting-alien  enemies ^'^  ano,  a  bill;  i^ntitled  '^An 
9uei  making  a  furthejTwappropriiitiou  foF  thedeieace 
of  i\\e.  maritime  frbntier,  ahd  for  the  supporit  of 
^he  Navy  of  the  United ,  Siatea;'^  (n  which. bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  tbreQbills  last  mentioned  weie  jead,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
^  Mr^  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  eomrmittee 
to  whom  >yas  referred,  on  the  30ih.of  June,  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
that  date,' .repo(r ted  a  bi|l  ^supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  Presldentof 
the  United  ^taies  to  accept  and  organize  certain 
volunteer  military  4*orpsV'  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

*       .      ' .  iJ^RioAjr,  Jply  3. 

The  bill  supplfemental-y  ta,the  act^ entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  tlie-P/Cesideot  jof  the  United  States 
to.accept  and  organiaie  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,",  was  r^d  the  second  time. 

The. bill,  Entitled  "^An  act  supplementalry  to  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act -respecting  alien  enemies," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
conimittee,  to  oQnaider  and 'report  thereon';  and 
Messrs.  Bibb,  Bradlet,  and  Bayabd;  were  ap- 
pointed the  comniintee. 

The  bin,  entitled  .^^Anvact  makinga  further  ap- 
piropi^iatioQ  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime  froh- 
tier,>and  f(Sr  tj^e  support  of.  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
te4  States,-'  was  read  the  second  time, «aiid  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;.  and  Messrs.  Franklin,  Llotd, 
and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  w^ere  appointed  the 
committee.    ,  .        ^  \  ■       '  ^ 

'  Mr..BR^i)LEY  presented  .the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Waterford^  in  th'e 
State  of  Vermont,  dctprecating  a  war  with  Etig- 
lai^,  and.  praying  the  reoioval  oftthe  commercial 
restriQ.tiye  system. 

The  bill.entiiled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  On  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
foVm  rule  of  naturalization,"  was  tead  the  second 
•time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infornied  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*Ao  act  to  prohibk  American  ves- 
sels from  Ifiroceeding  to,  or  trading  with,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses;" and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  addi- 
tional'Appropriations  Jor  the  Military  Establish- 
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ment  Md  for  the  Ibdian  deiiarcitieat  for  th&  ^ear 
1812;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
renceof  the  Seiiwte, 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  co«currence, 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  -readiDg^. 

The  joint  resolutiofi  which  origmatedf  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adioum  their  respeeti7e 
Houses  on  Monday  t1\e  6th  of  July^  was  resumed, 
wi  in  Committee  of  tbe'^W'boIv^  and  ordered  to  A 
<hird  reading. ■ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in.  Committee  of -ifbe 
Whole,  th£  bill,  entitled  '-An  iwt  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  givjing  furilier  time  ta 
purchasers  of  pu^ic  laudp  northwest  of  the  rrver 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payriieintsy'  and  Mr.  Var- 
NVAi  was  requested  to  taketbe  Chair;  and,  afYer 
debate,  the  Prebidbnt  resumed  .the^air;'and 
Mr.  Vabni^m  reported  the  bill  without  atpepd- 
mepl. 

On  motion,  by^Mr.  Gbahan^  that  the  fttrthet 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  4be  first 
Monday  in  November  next,  ft  wa's  determitfj^d  in 
the  negative ;  and  the  bill-  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  "^  *         .  »  . 

^  The  bill  whieh  ONgii;iated  in  |he  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  '-An  act  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  resumed^ 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  ordered  to 
8r  third  reading.  \ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
informed  the  Senate  (hat  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  autho^zing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize cer- 
Uin  volunteer  military  corps  ;"^lso,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon;"  in 
which  bills)they  request  the  concurrence  pf  the 
Seibkte.  '      .'        ' 

The  two  tills  last  ihentioiled  were  read:  and 
passed  ip  the  sec  nod  read  rnp^. 

The  joint  rdsojution  which  originated  in  th6 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  tfie  House- 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  Ob  the  6th  day  of  Jiily,  instant,  was  read 
a  thtT(l  trme,  and  concorn^d  in. 

Mr.  SMiTff,  of  New  Yopk.Trom  the  coihmittee 
to  whom  wis  xeferr^d  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  com)>ensate  for  his  services  the  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  acting  as4iuch  when  .the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  ,Upited  States 
shall  be  vacant/^ reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representations, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled *An  actailtfa6rizmgllie  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  and  oi'ganize  certain  volun- 
teer military  c0>*ps,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the/Committee 
appointed  the  30th  of  June,  on  the  Message  of 
the  President-bf  the  United  States  of  th^t  date, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Franklin;  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a 
further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  the  mar- 
itime frontier,  and  for  the  support 'of  4he  Navy  I 


ofthe  United  States,'^«  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;^and  the  bill  was  resumed- as  in  Committee 
oC  the  Whole ;-  and  Mr.  Gaili^ird  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair; 'and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  the  Pfeaideni. resumed  the  Chair; 
and  Mr.  Gailuabd  reported' the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  tt^ird  reading. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  last  menu'onbd'was  read  a  third  lime  bf 
unanimous  consent,  and^passed. 


•  ^  SATURDAY,*July  4. 

.  The  till,  entitlqd  "An  act  to  prohibit  Ameri- 
can vessels,  froin  proceeding  to.  or.  trading  with, 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  fpr  other 
purposes,''  was  read  the  secqndtime^and  referred 
io  a  select  <;on^miUee*  to  consider  and  report 
.ihereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Franklin,  and 
Varndm,  were  appointed  theoohimittee. 
•  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  subinitted  tte  fol- 
lowing motion  for. consideration: 

Resolved,  Thai,  at  th[e  ooumericement  of  emuf  ms- 
sion,  in  the  absence  o^the  Viice  President,  m*  wh«n 
the  ofiice  of  Yiee  Presidttnt  shall  be  vacant,  by  daalh, 
reBignation,.oT  otherwiae,  the  Benate  shall  elect  a  Pice- 
ident  prp  tempore,  . '  ^ 

The  bill,  emitted  "An  act  for  the.  relief  of 
George  Lyon, ^'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,"  the  further  consijieratioa 
thereof  was  posippned  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  i^xt, 

Mr.  Smitb^  of  Maryland,  from-  the^cdmmittee 
to  whota  was  re'ferred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  eatitied^An  act  author- 
izing: the  President  of  the  tJnited  States  to  ac- 
cept and  organiste  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  reported  it  with  an  ameodmeiU;  which 
was  considered  aa  in  Comqaittee  of  ttie  .Whole; 
,and  Mr.  AH^BRSoir  wfkf  requested  to  Uke  the 
Chair }  and  the  PREatDBKT  having  resumed  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Ahdc^son  ireported  the  bill  amended, 
and^t  was'agreed  to  jn  the  Senate;  anil  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  as  amended.  ■ 

The  Senate  resumed;.a8  in  Committer  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to>«oiDpeBsate 
for  his  services  the  President  pro  teimore  of  the 
Senate,. aotioff  as-aoehwhen  the  office  ot  Yice 
President  of  the  United  Sltatcfs  shall  he  vaeaot  f 
and  Mr.  Varnum  wffs  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  President  having  resumed  the  Chair,  Mr« 
Yarnum  reported  .the  hill  with  an  amendaaeo^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hill  be  rend  a  third 
lime  as  amended?  it  wals  determined  in  the  aflir- 
mative., 

T  he  amfendment  tb  the  jbtll  l^s t  mentioned,  lia v- 
ing  been  reported  Jby*  the  ooimaittee.corrf^otiy  en- 
grpsseJ,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  rime  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  frootrthe  House  of  Representathres 
'inform.ed/the  Senate  that  the  Hooae  have  fussed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizfi^  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  suspead  the  payment  of  certain 
bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Minister  ot 
the  United  Stntes  at  the  Coon  of  FAace^tipon 
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the  Treasury  of  the  Uoited  Stated  f  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "  Ad  act  supp^epaeniary  to  tlie  ^  Act  author; 
izing  a  loan  foi:  a  sum  not  ^teee(Ki)2  6leren  mil- 
lions of  dollars;". and  a  bill,  eatitled'^*  An  aet- 
authorizing-a  subscription  for  the  old  six  per  ceiit. 
and  deferred  stocks,  and  providing  f(>r  an  exchange 
of  the  same  f^  in  w|iich .-bills  they  request.the 
concurrency  of  tfie  Senate.  They  haver  pas^d  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  eotirled  "  An  aet  respecting 
the  pa^  oi,  the  Army  of  the^  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  wbic^  they  ireqaest  the  co^bcnr- 
ren^e  of  the  Senate. 

.  The  'Senate  proceeded  to  consfder  the  aroend-' 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the*  bill 
last  mefitiorfed,  and  concorred  therein. 

The  three  bills  Iftst  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  by  unanimous  consent  'y  and 
it  was  aeree<l, 'by  unanimous*  consent,  that  the 
bill,  entitled  **  iVn  ftct  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  and 
providing  for  an  exchange  at  (he  sa'ffle,"'be  refer- 
red to  a' select  committee^  to  eoo'sijder  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrsu  TAYLai;.  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, and*  Smftb  of  Marylaua4>  were  appointed 
Ike  committee. 

On  DQotLoh,  by  Mr.  CaMpbeil,  of-Tenni^ssee. . 
^Reioived^  That  .the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay;  before  the  Senaje  a 
copy  of  such  disous'sions  and  6orfespondence  tela-, 
tiv^eto  Britjsh  impressnkents  of  seamen  iiom  Ame- 
rican .vessels,  as  may  not  hare  been  theretofore 
^Communicated.  ^  '   '         '     ' 

Oni^  motion,  the  bfll,  entitled  "  An^act  supple- 
meiytary  to  the  ^(^ts  heretofore  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ap  uniform  rule  of  natural izaiion,"  was  re-' 
.  ferred  to  the  committed  to  whom  was  referred  the* 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
lentitled  *An  act  respecting  alien  'enemies,"  to 
consider  and  report  thereon.    .  **. 

The  bijl  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^*Aa  act  €ziBg  the  time  for  the.  next 
meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read  a  thfr^  time,  and 
passedt 

The  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  supifleQientarytD 
the  '  Act  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete 
their  payments,?'  Was  r^ad  a  third,  time  and  passed. 

Mr.^BiBB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  W^s 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An*  act  respectipg  ulien  ene- 
mieV'  reported  it  w4th«n  amendment,  which  was 
considered. as  id -Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
Mr.  ANdBRdOif  wa:s  requestMto  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  report  having  been  agreed  to,  tl;e  Presi- 
dent resohied  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Aimfiki^QN  re- 
porteil  the  bill  with  an  amendment;  and  Ft  was 
agreed  thttt  the  bill  ,be  amended  accordkigly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  4>{ll  be  read  a  thir^ 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir; 
mative.  ;  -'  • 

The  amendfhent  to  the  bill  fast  Aientioned  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  jcomrtiit-tee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  waa.read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unlmimous  consent,  and  passed  with  an 
amendment.. 

Mr.  BiBB^  from  the  same,  committee,  reported 


the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  td  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
fornct  rule  of  naturalization,"  wi^out  amendment ; 
and  th^  Bill  w^s  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  Mr.  Lgib  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
the  Presi^lent  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Lbib 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it 'was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading.  - 
'  On  motion,  the billvvas,  by  unanimous  cohsent, 
read,  a  third  time,  and  passed.  .  ^  ^ 

'  The  bill,  entitled*"  An  Act  maktiTiv  additional 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  and 
for"  the  Indian  department,  for  the  year  1812," 
wa^  re^d  the.secpiid  time,  and  resumetl  {is  in  Com- 
miitee-of  the  Wholei;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  beeA  pfoposed^  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ssith,  of  Maryland, 
reported  the  bill  Wrthout  amenddient;  and  it  Was 
ortlefed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the' bill' was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  coivsent,  and  passed. 

'  The  bill,  entiiled  ,^SAn  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  .tosuspend  the  pavment  of 
certain  bills  drfiwn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Min- 
ister of  the  Ujiited  States  at  the  Court  of  France, 
upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United 'States,^' was 
r-ead  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  *ct  supplementary  to 
the  act  autnorizing  a  loan  for  a  suoi  not  exceed- 
ipgeleven  tQitlions  of  dollars,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  tinanimous  Consent. 


^uj«0'AY,  July  6.  . 
'  A  tnesnge  from  thaHoqse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bil^.'etotltled'**  AniKst  for  the  safe-keeping  and 
accommodation  of  prisoners-of  war;"  and  a  bill, 
entitled  ^  An  act  making  farther  provision  for  the 
Army  of.  the  United  l^tates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  4n  which  l>ill8  they  request  the  concnr- 
renee'ofthe  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mcfltieired  were  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent*   *  *    ' 

Tiie'amendnftepit  to  th^  bitl,'entitled  '^An  act 
supj)lemeiitary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  authoi;- 
i^ing.  the  President  of  the*  United  States  to  ac- 
cept fc'nd  organize  certain  voU\iteer  military 
Corps,?'  havif^  b^en  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read'a  thira  time 
OS  amended. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  an^endedl 
it  was  determined  in  ihe  Affirmative— -yeas  14, 
'nays  6,  as  follows:       ^       '.         ■ 

TsAS-rMessrs.  Anderson,  "Bibb,  Qrent,  Condit, 
Crswfoid,  Franklin,  GaHrafdi,  Giks,  Howell,  Robin- 
ion,  Braith  of  I^ew  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Varnam. 

NATi^Messrs. '  Bayatd,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  and  Smith  of  Maryland; 
.  So  it  was  resolved,  that  this^biil  pasi  with- an 
amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill,  entitled^ '^  An  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  Army  of  the  tJnited  Stated,  and  for  other 
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purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bmith, 
of  Marylaivd,  Andbrson,  and  Taylor,  were  ap-. 
pointed  ihe  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  fromHtie  committee 
last  rpentioned,  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. *  •  • 
.  Hhe  n;rotion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  on  the  mode  of  fleeting;  the  President 
pro  tempore  of  the- Senate,  was  resumed;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylop,  the  further  eonsidtr- 
,atioa  thereof  \r^s  postponed  to  the  firjtt  Monday 
in  Novem^ber  next. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  com/iEiittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  a^t  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  old  sijt  per  cent,  and  deCerred 
stocks,  and  providing'  for  an  exchange  for  the 
same,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  TayIor,  from  the  committee  to.wbom 
was  referred  the  tUi,  e^itled  '^An  act  to^prphibit 
American  vessels  from  proceeding  to.  or  trading 
with,  the  enemies  of  the  Uniietl  States,  and  ibr 
other  purposes,"  reported  ft  with  amendoaents, 
i^hieh  were  considered  as  in  Committee  oiP  the 
Whole.;  and  Mr.  Anderso'i^  was  requested  to 
take  the  Chair,  and  tile  a^meodments.  were  in  part 

grreed  tp;  and  the  President' having  resumed  the 
bair,  on  moaion*  Mie  Senate  adjourneji.  .     -, 


.    -  Monday,  July  6. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CroODRiCB,  the  cpmraittee 
tt)^hom  were  referred  the  meovorial  of  How- 
ard, Fit«rh,  and  Ll^yd,  of  New  York,  and  of 
Boardman  ^nd  Pope,  of  Boston,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  iDotion,  Jby  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  peitifion  of  Jooathad 
Oro(i|i^  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  and-  it  was  referred  io  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  the,r#orf. '       ^ 

The  Senate  resumed.' a)  in.  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  en  titled  ^*An  act  to.  prohibit 
American  ve^eb  ff^m  prpc^eding  to,  or  trading 
wit4),  the  enemies  of  ibe  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  Mr.  Anderson  wa3  re- 
quested to  take  4he  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd',  to^strike  out,  from 
section  ^hree,  lines  oae  and  two,  the  words  ^*  and 
the  armed  forces  of  the  same:"  it  Was  determine;d 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  1,  as. follows: 

YBAs-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Crawford,  Outts,' 
Frankliti,  GalUard,  Gihnan,  Goodtich,  HorBey,  How- 
eU,  Leib,  Lloyd»  Pope,  Smith  of  Maiylana,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait^'and  Tayldr. ' 

Nai — Mr.  Vamam. 

And  the  bill  hav ins  been  further  amended,  tke 
President  resumed  ^the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ander- 
80N  reported  the  bill'  with  amendn&eDts,  which 
were  considered  in  Senate  and^agreed  to.    - 

The  ameuilments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unaiii- 
mous  consent,  and  passed  with- amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole^the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  siipplementary 
10  the  *  Act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding eleven  millions  of  dollars;"  and  Mr. 
Varnom  was  r^^esied  to  take  the  Chair ;  and 
no  amendment  having  been*  proposed,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Cnpir,  and  Mr.  YarnujiI  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment ;  and,  on.  mo- 
tion,, Jby  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was 
.amended. 

Op  the  question^  ShaU  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Tiie  amendqient  to  the  bill  last  mentiofed 
having  been  reported  by  the  comtiiittee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  i^as  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mqus  consent;  and  jiras  further  amended  by  eoa- 
&ent|  ar^d  passAl  with  amendm^ts. 

On  motion,  by  Mr..yARNUU,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  15th.  June,  the  memo- 
rialof  Charles  W.  Qoidsliorough  ftnd  others^  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
-aiid  it.was  postponed  to  tbp  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember nex(.  .  * 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  kct  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription for  the  old  six  per  cent.,  and  deferred 
stocks,  and  .providing  for  aa  exchange  pf  the 
sao^e,'^  wa«  resumed,  as  in  Committ^  of  the 
Whole^  apd  Ho  amendment  having  beeo  pro- 
posed. It  was  order^d*to  a  third  jeading. 

,On  motion,  iii^  bill  last. mentioned  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  re«um^d,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ^he  bUl,  entitled  "An  act  noiaking  filirtber 
provision  for  4he  Army  of  the  United  Statds^and 
for  other  purposes,"  and  Mr«  Franklin  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair ;  ^ixd«  on  mbtion,  bv 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  biU  4r%s  amended. 
.  Th^  P^^ioiTNT  resiuued  the  Chair,  aiid  Mr. 
Franklin  repdrted  the  bill  with  an  amendment. 
.  On  .the  ouestion  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
made  in  dommitlee  .of. the  Whole,  to  wit:  '!to 
strike  .out  the^first  sectjion,"  it  was  determined  in 
the. negative — yeas  11.  nays. 11,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Messrs  Crawford,  Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait, 
and  Taylor. 

Pf  ATS — Messrs.  Anderson,  fiibb  Brent,  Campbell 
,  of  Tennessee,  Qondit,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillaid,  How- 
ell, Smitli  of  New  York,  and  Tamum. 

And  no  further  amendoient  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  bUl  was  ordered  to  a  third  .reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  anani- 
motis  coi^ent,  and  passed — yea^  12,  nays  10,  as 
follows;  ,       ' 

JTsAfl-^Meaars.  An^erwrn,  Bibb,  Brant,  Can^beU  of 
Tennesaee,  Condit,  OUtU,  Franklin,  Howell,  Robin- 
son, Smith  of  Naw  York,  Tait  and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Crawford,  "Giles,  Gilpaan,  Goodrich, 
horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd^  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland^  and 
•Taylor. 

The  .Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oompiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill,  eii titled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  Qf  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong, 
late  Minister  of  the  United  State?  at  the  Court 
of  FraiK^e,  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
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Sutes;**  and  Mr.  Anpcrb^n  was,  ireqaesied  to 
take  the  Cbair ;  and  ap  ameDdn|,ent  having  been 

Sroposed,  th^  Ptesident  resumed,  ttie  Chair,  and 
[r.  Anobbsqn  reported  the  hit!  withoat  am^nd- 
meot,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading. 

Tj^e  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  l^fupaai- 
moiis  consent)  and  massed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  TATLOR,nhe  committee  to 
whomwas  /eferred  the  joint  resolution  a^uthor- 
izing  tbe  President  o/  ihe  United  Sutes  to  cajise* 
an  accurjite  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  |he  Mis- 
sissij^pi  Terrttpry  to  b^  taken,  were  dischai^ed 
from  the  fUrther  cof^sideration  thereof,  and  it  was' 
postponed  to  t^e  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylob,  the  como^ittee  to 
whona  was  referred  the  hiii  in  addition  lathe  act, 
entitled  **An  act  supplementary-  to  the  act,  entitled 
*Aa  act  concerning  the  commercial  intercodrse 
between  the  United  fttat^s  and  Greal  Britain  and 
France,  and  tjiclr  dependencies,  .and  for  other 
purposes,  were  dischar|fed  from  the  furtlMr  ponX 
sidaratioia  thereof,  alid  n  was  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  NoVember  next.  .  '     .  \    . 

The  pRSMDBNT  communicated  a  fetter  from 
Colonel  Alexander  Smyth,  transmittt.Dg  to  the 
Senate  the  first  copy  of  an  edition  of  **  Reguli|- 
tioos  for  the  field  exercise,  manoeuvres, .and  con-, 
duct,  of  the  Infadtry  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  letter  was  xead. 

Six  o^dock  iii  ike  Everting. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Sepate  thst  the  House  bare  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  conw 
mittee  to  wait  on  the  {^resident  of  the  United 
Stales  and  notify  iiim  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  appointed  a  cpmmittee  on  their  part,  in 
wiUch  they  request  the  concutrenceof  the. Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  Housfe  bi  Representatives  for  ihf 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait*on  the 
President  of  the  Udited  dtWtes,  and  notify  him 
of  the  intended  Hcess,  and  concurreid  therein, 
and  Messrs.  RoBiNSbN  and  'Anobbbon  wereap- 
pomfed  a  committee  on  th^  parrof  tlie  Senate. 

The  followin{^  Message  f^as  received  from  the 
PRfietDBKT  OP  THE  Unit^d  StAtbs  : 
To  the  Stnate  of  the  United  States/ 

'  I  transmit  to  the  Senate  copies  and  extracts  bf  doC" 
umaats  in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  States 
CiJUfig  within  the  purview  of  their,  reeolation  of  the 
fourth  instant,  on  the.  fubject  of  British  impiesSmenis 
^ii>  American  ^Sisels.,  The  inforiliatioo»  thoagh  ▼»- 
luminous,  might  have  been  enlarged  with  more  timsT 
for  reiearch  and  preparation.  In  some  ikistances  it 
might,  at  the  same  tune,  have  been  abridged,  but /or 
the  diiSeulty  of  separating  the  matter  extraneous  to 
the  immediate  object  of  the  resolution. 

JAMES  MAlHSON. 
.  Iv^fj  6, 18ia. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate; 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate,  that  the  Hoiise,  having  fin- 
ished th^  business  before  them,  are  about  to  Ad- 
journ, t        . 
l2tbC0N.  lStS£8&— 11 


Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee,  reported 
that  they  had  waited  on  th0  President- of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  wlu)  iniormed  them  thait  he  had  no  far- 
ilrer. communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress.  v 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Represeutattves  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  legislative  business  before  them,  are 
about  to  adjoOrn. 

Agreeably  to  the  joint  resolution,'  the  Prbbi- 
D^NT  then  adj|oucned  the  Senate,  to  meet  on  the 
firrft  Monday  in  November  next. 


KXECUljIVE  PROdEBDINGS. 

Satubbat,  June  iiO,  1812. ' 

A  message  from  the  itouse  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  HARi>BB  and  Mr.  Pisx,  two  of  their  mem- 
ber»**Mr.  Habpbr,  chairman:     • 

Mr,  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  ^'resolution  authorizing  the"  Presi^ 
dent  of  tFie  tJqtted  States  to  issue  a  proclamation 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  American  Oon« 
tinental  Provinces,"  in  which  they  -request  the 
concc^rrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows : 

Reiolvei  by  the  Sendte  and  House  iff  RipreaenU^ 
t\pee  of  the  Uniied  States  of  AtnaicOf  in  Congress 
rusemoledf  That  in  case  it  shall  lie  deemed  necessary, 
in  order  to  vindicatA .  the  juA  rights,  or^  secure  the 
safety  of  the  United  States,  to  iiivade  Ae  provinces  of 
Upper  apd  Lower  Canada,  Nova  8cotia,and  New  Bron^ 
>!vi<3l,  or  either  of  them,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered 
to  issue  a  proclamation,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of . 
said  provinces,  aBsnring.them,'  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple of  dieee  States,  that  in  ease  the  said  provinpes,  or 
any  of  them»  shall  come  into  Uie-  possession  of  this 
'€K>vemmeat,  the  In^lntbitants  of  such  province  or  pro- 
vinces' shall  be  secured  and  f>rotected  in  the  iuU'  enjoy- 
ment of  their  live^  liberty  property,  and  religion,  in 
-as  full  and. ample  mannevas  the  same  a*e  secured  to 
the  people  ofihe  United  States  by.  their  constitutions  ; 
and  that  the  said  proclamation  be  promulgated  and 
circulated,  in  the  manner  %hich,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  shall  be  best  calculated  to  give  it  general 
publicity.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the.  resolution  pass  to  a  second 
reading.  .  , 

MoNaAT,  June  23. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represeuta- 
ttves, "authorizing  the' President  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  a  proclamatioh  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Provinces," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  c<)nsist  of  five  members,  to  coAsider 
and  report. thereon. 

Orderedy  Tliat  Messrs.  Aivoerson,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  SMtTH,  of  New  York,  Dana,  and  Var- 
RUM,  be  the  committee. ,  ' 
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WfiDNE9DAY,  June  ^. 
The  follo^iog  cobfidential  Message  wa^  receiv- 
ed from  the^PBEsiDENT  or  tbg- United  Stated: 
To  the  Sl^ate  of  the. United  States : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a^veport  of  the  8ecretar]r  of 
Waty  coBfpIying  with  Uieir  resolution  of  the  19tk  Inst. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
Juke  i3, 1812.. 

'     The  Mes^ge  &nd  report' were  pead.  - 

Mr.  Andebbon,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred'  the  resoliKion  from  'the  .Hopse  of 
tteprcsentatives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  th^  British  American  Continental 
Provinces,  reported  it  without  amendment. 


Tbursoat,  June  25.   .     '    ^ 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  a, proclamation  to  the  inbabirants 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Provjaces, 
was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  tbe'Wh.oIe) 
and  Mr.  GAiLLARn  was  'reque>sCed  to  take  the 
Chair. '  And,  after  debate,  the  President  resum- 
ed  the  Charr.  and  Mr.  Gailla^o  reported,  that  the 
Senate,  as  in  Coniniittee  of  the  Whole,  do  not 
concur  in  the  resolutioA ;  Rnd.  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ori  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  vf^s  agreed 
that  the  question  be  tajren  by  yeacs  an(|  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  ANOSftdON.  toreeommit  tbe 
Original  resolQtion  for  the  purpose  of  amendment; 
it  was  defeTjBiqed  in  the  negative. 

On  tbe  question  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas  18,  pays  13,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  BrejDt,  Gondii, 
Dana,  Franklin,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hun- 
.ter,  Lambert,  Leib,  LWd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  Smith  ot  ^ew  l^ork. 

Vaj9 — Meisrs.  Anderson,  Bibl),  Campbell  of  Ten- 
Dessae,  Crawford,  Cutto,  GaiUaril,  Howell,  Robinson, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamuih,  and  Worthingioii. 

8o  it  wm  ReaMed,  That  the  Senate  do  not 
concar  in,  the  resolution  of*  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentativea. 


Frioay,  June  26. 

Go  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  to  consist  of  two  members, 
to  notify  the  House  of  Representatives  (hat  the 
Senate  do  not  concur  in  the  resolution  authoris- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to'  issue  a 
proclamation  to  the  inhabStanta  of  the  British 
American  Continental  Provinces  ;  and  Mr.  SmIth 
of  Maryland,  a ndMr.  Yabnitm^  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Messrs.  Mitohill  and  Hall,  two  of  their 
members : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  a  triict  of  coun- 


.try  Jying  south  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory  and. 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  oth^  purposes,''* 
in  which  tbey^  re.que6t  -  the  concurrence  of  the 
Setiate,  and-  that  the  biHbe  considered  confiden- 
tially. 

Tbe1)ill  last  brought  np  for  concurrence  was 
read,  as  follows : 

<'An  Act  authorizing  the'  President  to  take  pOBsession 
'  of  a  traet  of  country  lying  south  of  the  JVfisaissippi 

Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  and  for  other 

pniposes. 

«  m  itjmatted  by  the  Senate  ahd  Howe  ofRmrt- 
aeniatives  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea  %n  Con- 
gress aesembiedt  That  the  J'resident'be  and  be  iahera- 
by  authorised  to  ocpupy  and  faold^  the  whole  or  say 
part  tif  East  Florida^  induding  Amelia  Isknd,  aad 
also  those  parts  of  Wisst  ^loirida  w&ich  are  not  now  is 
posieflsian  and'  un^r  the'  jurisdiction  of-  the.  United 
States.  ..../• 

'  '<  Sb0.  2.  And  be  it  further  enadted.  That,  lor  the 
purpose  of  occupying  and  holding  the  oonnfry  albn- 
Bi|id,  apd  of  affi>rding.  protection  to  tha  inhahitaals. 
und^r  the  authority  of  the  United  SUtes,  tbeiVesident 
may-  employ  such  parts  of  the  Ailitary  and  n'sfal  force 
of  the  United  States  ais  he  may  deem  neceaotiy. 

«*Bkc  3.  And' be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying thQ  necessary  expenses,, one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  are  hereby  appropria^d,  to  be  paid  o^t  of  any 
moneys  in  the'  Treasury,  not-  otherwise  appropriated, 
and  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President. 

"  i^KC.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat,  nntU 
further  provision  shall  be  m^djs  hy  Congress,  the  Pres- 
ident shall  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  establish 
within 'the  country  he  may  acquire  by  this  act,  a  tem- 
porary gorernment,  the  civil'  and  miiitaiy  authorities 
of  which  shall  be  rested  in  'duch  ^non  and  persons  as 
he  may  appoinl,  and  be  exercised  m  such  maiAier  ashe 
may  dh*ect :  Provided;  That  he  shall  take  doe  care 
for  the'preaerVTition  of  social  order,  and  for  secorlng^to 
the  inhabitants  the  enjoyment  of  their  nersonal  lights, 
4heir  religion,  and  their  property  :  Ana  provided^  also, 
ThaX^  the  section  of  cdnntry  herein  desagnatad,  that  is 
situated  to  the  Eastwasd  of  the  river  Perdido,  aaay  be 
the  svl]jaCt  of  further  negotiati^." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


'  SatCrdat,  June  27,  • 

Tbe  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreattDtative*, 
entitled  "An  net  authorizing  tbe  Preisiden't  itrfske 
poi^session  of  ai.  tract  of  country  lying  aootfa  of 
the  Missii^sippi  Territory  and  of  tbe  State  of  Geor- 
^ia^  and  for  other  )>urposes,"  wite  read  tbe  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committeei  to  con- 
sist of  fiv^  inembers,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.   ' 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Tait,  BRAULsr,  GtLS6, 
Bataru,  and  Bjbb^  bye  the  committee. 


.  TuEaoAY,  June  30. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  '^An  act  authoriziug  the  President 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  ijing 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State 
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of  Qeorgta,  and  fpr  other  purposes ;"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 


».  Wednesday^  Julf  1. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Majryland,  submitted  the  foUdw- 
i)Qg  motion  for  consideration  : 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  dioscted  to  lay  before 
the  Senate,  in  confidence,  retnrqg  of*  the  TpbinteerB 
who  may  have  offisred  their  services  nndfcr  the  act  Ibr 
raisiDg  fifty  thousand  ▼olnfateers,  particttlarmng  the 
Slates  in  irhich  die  Volunteers  tesjde. 

Mr«  Gailiard  Was  requested  to  take  the  Chair  ;• 
and  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitl«d  'An  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
possession  ef  attract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  €korgia, 
and  for  other  purposes'^"  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the 
instrnctrona  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  subject,  communicated  by  the  committee 
to  whom  the.said  bill  was'  referred,  were  read ; 
and  a  motion  for  amendment  was 'submitted' by. 
Mr.  CRAwroRD.;  and,  after  debate,  on^ motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryiandf  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  w^s  postponed  until  to-niorrow.  « 


Thursday,^  July  3. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  ihe  day,  the  bill,  en* 
titled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
possesion  of  a  tract  of  country  Mo?  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  Purposes,"  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Comn^ittee  of  the 'Whole ;  and  Mr. 
Gaillahd  was  i^quested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  ]$lr.  CRAWFORo^he  was- permit- 
ted to  amend  his. motion,*  made  yesterday,  as  ifA- 
lows:  '.        - 

''4nd  ^e  a  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  the  United 
States,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  pr^iBent.war  against 
the  United  Kingdoqi  of  Ghreat-  Britain  and  Ireland, 
should  obtain  possession  of  ^e  British  pronaees  in 
North  America,  or  either  of  them,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  b^  and  he  is  herebr,  authoriied  and 
empowered  to  establish  withita  the  sake,  a  temporssry 
goTemment ;  and  the  militafyt  dTiT,  and  judidid  pow- 
ers thereof,  shall  'he  vested  in  such  person  and  persons, 
and  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as' he  may  direct,  for 
the  protection  and  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants  of 
such  proTince  or  provinces,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  property,  liberty,  and  raligion :  Prwidedf  That 
the  piinaptes  upen  which  such  temporary  government 
shall  be  established,  shall  forih  no  obstacle  to  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  between  the  two  n^ons.'' 

And,  on  motion  to  agree  (o  the  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmatiye — yeas  ^0,  nays 
10,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Meyus.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  ofi  Tennessee,  Oondit,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  (raillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pop«,  Robin- 
son, Tail;  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,and  Worthington.  • 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsyard,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Ll^yd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Smith  of  New  York^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  to  ameod  tlie  bill  as 
follows: 


«  And  be  it  further  enixeted.  That  this  act  be  not 
printed  or  published,  unless  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  «n^  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding." 

On  the  questioir  to  agree  to  tliis  amendmeort,  it 
was  determined  ip,  the  affirmativ^7-yeas  23,  nays 
7,' as  follow^: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  B/tyard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Brent,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Oondit,  Crawford, 
Cutts,  Trai^in,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,.  Leib,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland*  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and*  Worthington. 

Nats — Mes^.  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
fianter,  Lambert,  and'  LI6yd. 

The  President  resumed  .the  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Gau^lard  reported  the  bill,  amended.     ' 

On  the  question,  ShaU  this  billpass  to  a  third 
reading,  as' amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
afilrmatiy« — yeas  15.  nays- 13,  as  follows : 

YsAS-^tfe^srs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Tayl6r,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

NatS — Messrs.  Baya^,  Dana,  Franklin,  German, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  tiorsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,.  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 


FRiDAV,'July  3. 

The  amendments  to  th^e  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
aiitbbrrzing  the  PresidenX  to  tase  possession  of  a 
tract  ot  country  lying  south  of  the  Missi$$ippi 
Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Ge9rgia,  and  for 
otlfler  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
Correctly  engrossed ;.  and  the  bill  wa?  read  the 
third  time,  as  amende<I. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideratioQ  thereof  to  the  ntst  Monday 
in  Ndv^raber  uett^  it  was  determined  in  theneg- 
tLiiY^^yeits  14,  nays  16,  as  foUotirs:     - 

YxA»-r-Me8Brs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  DaAa,  German, 
Giles,.  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter^  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,'  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

YxAr-^Messia*  Anderson^  Bibb,  .Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num, and  Worthington. 

On. the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ted  )  it. was  determiB^d  in  the  negative— ^yeas  14, 
nays  16,  as  follows;  . 

YkAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  Worthington. 

NATs^Messrs.  Bayard,  iBradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hobey,  Bowell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  SmiOi  of  Marylahd,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

So  it  was  ResolvetL  That  the  Senate  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill* 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sist of  two  members,  to  notify  the  House  of  Rep* 
Yesentatives  accordingly. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Mr.  Lbib,  be  the  committee. 


PROCEEDINGS  AM  DEBATES 


or  TBI 


HOUSE  OP  REFREtoTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEI^ 

AT  THE  FIRST  BSB8I6K  OP  THF  TWELFTH  CONGRESS,  BEOUIT.  AT  THE  Cmr.OF 
\   '  WASHINGTON,.  NdVEMBER/i,  tSM..  ... 


This  beiiig  the  day  appointed  hy  a  procfauna* 
liott  of  the  President  c^^ihe  Udiied  Statets  of  the 
twenly-fourth  4uf  of  July  last,  for  the  meeting 
of  OoDgrefts,  the  following  members  of  the  Hoifse 
of  Hepreaentatives  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials^ and  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

From  New  /TfwijMAIro— Jdstah  Bmrtlett,  'Ssmtiel 
JKnsmoot,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,,  and  C^rge 
SeUivan.        «  ^ 

^Vom  JMoMaeftttMlfs— EiseVel  Bacon,  AhijA  Bige- 
low,  Elijah  Brighaok, .  WilUaip  Ely,  Isaiah .  L<  Green, 
Josiah  Qoincy,  WiUiaoi  Reed,  EbeoiBier  Beaver,.  Sam* 
m|  Taggarl,  Pele^  TaUmaai,  9^arles  Tomei^  junior, 
Laban  Wbeatan.AndLeonasd  White. 

^Veai  Mode  Ivton^^Riohaid  Jadumn,  jnhioai . 

/Vom  ^?oftiMe<»et«#— Eprahroditus  Champion,  John 
DaTenport,  Jnnier,  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Meselc^, 
Timothv  J^tkin,  junior,.  Lewis  B.  Slwge^  and  Benja- 
min Tsllmadge. 

From  Kcr/nen/— rMartin  Chittenden,  James  .Fist, 
Samnel  Shaw,  and  WiUlem  Strong.   . 

Frvm  NeioYotk^DtLiM  ATeiy,Hannannil  Bleeeker, 
Thomases.  Cooke,  James  &mott,  As^  Fitch,  Thontsa 
B.  Gold,  Robert  Le  Roy  Xi'vingston,  Arunsh  Metcalf, 
Smmuel  L.  Mitchill,  Benjamia  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter^ 
fibeneser  Sage,  Thomte  Sammons,-  Silas  Stow,  V:ti 
Tracy,  and  Pierre  Tan  Cortlandt,  junior. ' 

Fnnh  New  Jenejf — Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Condit, 
Jacob  Hnlty,  James  If  organ,  and  Thomss  Newbold.  , 

'Frem  Pmffjy iMmio— William  Anderson,  pavi'd 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,'  WflHem  Crawfordt  Roger  Davis, 
William  Findley,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Lel^er, 
Aaron  If  Ioh  James  Mih^or;  WiKiam  Piper,  Jo'nadian 
Roberts,  WilUam  Rodman,  Adam  Seybeit;  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  and  Robert  WhitehilL 

.FVovi  J^/ottrare^Heniy  M.  Ridgriy.   .      * 

From  Mof^kmd  Steyenson  Archer,  Josq[>hKent, 
Peter  Little,  Alexander  HcKiip,  Samuel  Ringgpl4»  and 
Robert  Wright.        ^ 

From  VtrgmMH-Barwell  Bassett,  Jamds  B)recken- 
xidge,  William  A.  Bunsell,  Matthew  Cli^,  John  Daw- 
scM^  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Aylett  &awes,  John  P.  Hun- 
genord,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnnio^,  William  McCoy,  Hogh 
Nelion,  Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
John  Randolph,  John  "Roane,  Baniel  Shefieyi  John 
Smith,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


From  North  OoroA'no— Wilhs  Abton,  William 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blonnt,  William  It.King,  Na» 
thaniel  Macon^  Joseph  PearMu,  liRael  Pickens,  and 
Richard  Stanford. 

'  From  South  Corolfna-^WiUiam  Butler,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Elias  fiarle,  William  Lowndes,  Thomas  Moore^ 
and  David  H.  Williams. 

From  <?sof^gu»-»William  W.  tebb,  Howell  Cobb,* 
Boning  Hall,  mid tYCOrge  M.  Troup. 
.  From  Kentueky--^'HenTj  Clay,  Joseph  Desha,  Rich- 
ard M'.  Johnson,  Samuel  McKee^  Anthony  New,  and 
Stephen  Orm^. 

J'Vom  T^efinessce^Felix  -Grundy,'  and  John  Rhea* 
',Fpom  OAto— Jeremiah  Morrow^ 
•  ^fiom  Miuieeippi  Terriiory^-43Ma^  Poindexter, 
Dekgaie.    ' 
Brom  ib(fi^T«*rtfary-Jonathan  Jennings,  i^ 

And  a  qoonim, 'consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole -niknbdr  of  members,  being  present,  the 
Hpuse'  proeeeded,  by^  b^lo^  to  the  choi($e  of  li 
Speaker ;  and,  upon  e'xamining  the  hallots,  it  ap- 
fjeared  that  Hbnrt  Clat,  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  was  duly  elected  ; 
Whereupon,. 

.Mr.  CtAT  was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair, 
and  'the  oath  to;  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
Criitfd  States,  ^s  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An-act  to>  reguUta  the  time  and  manner  of  ad- 
ministering certhiD, oaths,"  was  administered  to 
him  by  Mr.  Fiaolet^  one  of.  the  members  for  the 
Statj^  of 'Pennsylrania ;  after  which,  he  made  his 
^acknowledgments  to  the  Hpuse,  in  the  following 
words:    . 

<*  GsvTLxxay :  In  coming  to  the  station  which  yon 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  assign  me — an  honor  for 
which  yon  Win  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks — ^I  obey 
rather  your  commands  than  my  o¥m  inclination.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  unperft^tions  which  I  bring  along  witfi 
me,  and  a  consciousness  of  these  would  deter  me  ftom 
atlemptnxg  a  diBchargo  of  the  duties  ef  the  Chair,  did 
I  not  rely,  confidently,  upon  your  generous  support. 

Shonid  the  rare  and  delicate  occasion  present  itself 
when  your  Speaker  shall  be  called  upon  to  check  or 
control  the  wanderings  or  intemperance  in  debate,  your 
justice  will  I  hope,  ascribe  to  his  interposition  the  mo- 
tives only  of  public  good  and  a.  regara  to  the  dignity 
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of  the  House.  And  in  all  mitances,  jbc  assure^  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  shall,  witli  infinite  pleaSbre,  afford  every 
facility  iiv  my  power  to  the  despatch  vf  public  basiness, 
in  Uie  most  agreeable  manner." 

The  oath  oi'  ajQSrmation  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  admioister- 
ed,  by  the  Speaker,  to  aU  the  other  members 
present. 

George  Poindexter,  and  Jonathan  Jennings, 
having  also'«ppettred,  and  produeed  thjeir  creden- 
tials ae  the  delegates  from  the.  Mississippi  and  In- 
diana Territories  of  the  United  States,  the  oath 
was  administered  to  them  ))y  the  Speaker.v  ^ 

The  House  proceeded,  by,ballQt,  to  the  choiee 
of  a  Qlerk,  and,  upon  exaniining  tbe  l^allots^  it 
appeared  that -Patrick  Magruder  was  duly 
elected,  aibd  the  oath,  together  with  the  oath  of 
office,  adQfini9tere(!|  by  4he  Speaker  to  tbe.Clerk^ 

Thomas  Dunn  was  then  re-elected  &egeant-at- 
Arms^  and  Thoma«  Claxton  Doorkeeper,  with- 
out opposition!  Benjamin  Burcb  was,  also  cho- 
sen Asaistast  Doorkeeper. 

The  usual. mcsaagea  were  ieierohenged  with 
the  Senate  oa  the  subject  of  their  bein^^  formed 
and  ready'  to  proceed  to  business.  '     '      ' 

Mr.  MivoHiLL  and  Mr:  Pitsin  were  appointed 
a  coinmtttee  en  the  part  of  the  Iloose,  jointly! 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  p^t  of  the 
Senate,  to  watt  on  the  President  of  the  Uuited 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  duorum  of  the  two 
i^ouses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  .make  to 
them. 

Mr.  MiTc HILL.. from  the  joint  committee  ap- 

g)inted  to  waitQU  the  President  of  the  United 
tates,  reported  that  the  condmittee  had  performed 
the  service  aesigaed'  toahem,  and  th^t  the  Presi- 
dent answered,  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  Coa^fess  to-morrow  at  twelve  p'clockA 


TcEsnAY,  November  5." 

Several  other  members,  to  wi( :  Abner  La^oock, 
from  Pennsylvania  i  John  Baker,  from  Vir^kiia ; 
and  RiCHARo  Winn  from  Soqtn  Carolina^  ap- 
peared, prodaced  their  credential^  wen?  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats.  ,     ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nibwton,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Hoase  was  directed  to  procure  newpapers  from 
any  number  of  offices  that  the  members  may 
elect,  provided,  that  the  expense  do  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  three  daily  papers. 

A  Message  was  received  irom  the  Presioent  of 
THE  XJniteo  STATEft,'byMr.  Coles,  hi9  Secretary, 
who  (Jelivered  the  same  and  withdrew.  [For 
which  see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  ante 
page  11.1 

The  Message  havinif  been  read,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it  in  part,  an  adjournment 
was  called  for,  and  carried. ' 

WBDwaeDAT,  Noreokber  6. 
-  Twoether  tnemhers^  to  wit:  MesHAcc  Frank- 
lin, from  North  Carolina,  and  John  C.  Calhoun, 
irom  Sooth  Carolina,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qnalified,  and  toox  their  seats. 


,The  reading  of  the  documents  accompanyiaff 
the  Message  of  ibe  President  of  the  United 
States  was  resumed,  and  being  completed,  the 
Message  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
Gomttiinee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  ai^d  five  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 


^  THi&RBDAT,  November  7. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
from  North  Carolina,'appeared.  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  cook  his  seat. 
.  .  Armotion  was  made  kf  ltr%  MrrcaiLLy  that  the 
House  do  (ow  proceed  to  the  appointihentof  the 
several  standing  committees,  pursuant  to  the 
rules  and  orders  of  (he  Hou!(e. .     •      '    . 

'A  division  df  the  questien  on  the  n^otion  was 
called  for  by.Mr-BuRWBLL^so  as  to  take  the 
question  separately,  on  the  appolntn&ent  of  the 
Committee  of  Klections.  And  the  question  on 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  df  Bteotions 
beipg  iaken,  was  reaoi've^  ia  the  affirmative. 

Mr..  FiNDLET,  Mr.  M^con,  Mr.  STORbBS,  Mr. 
Troitp,  Mr.' Pleasant?)  Mr>-E«OTT,  aad  Bir. 
FiBK^  ^er^  the'i^  appofntad  the  comtntttee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawbon,  t^  residue  of  the 
motion  was  laid  op  the  table. 

Mr.  BdkwsiiL  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Taiiafenro,  isomplainlngjof  the  undue  «iB(stioft 
and.  illegal  reiom .  of  John  P.  liuNOEAFOMi,  t» 
^serve  as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  d^e  State 
of  Viiiginiai.and  praying  thai  ijairestigation  of  the 
said  eleetion  may  tsihe  piefie!, ^nd  that  sooh  doai- 
sio»  may  he  haj  ihereoaras'in  the  wisdim  at  the 
House  may  appear  prQ|ieri«r-]Ufecredtiio  tile  Cona- 
mittee  of  Efeetioas. 


FjMDAT,  J^ojiremb^r  8.. 

Anothef  member,  to  wit :  John  Sbvibs,  froaa 
Tennessee,  'appeared,  prodoeed  bis  cr^dentiab, 
was  qualified,  and  cook  his  seal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jen^ninchi,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  presented 
th^  t^enty.first  of  January  last,  was  referred  to 
the  Comlnittee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  petition  of  sundrjr 
inhahiiaats^  of  ^be  Territory  of  Louisiana,  pre- 
sented the  6th  of  January,  1810,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

li^r.  Ruba,  Mr.  Lri^Mnd  Mr.  Jaccsoir,  were 
appointed  the  cqmmirte^. 
^A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States^tranandiit^iag  two  letters  to  the 
Department  of  State, -one  from  the  present  PteA« 
ipotentiVy  of  France,  the  other 'from  his  prede- 
cessor,  which  were  not  induced *aiBonff  the  dec- 
oolettts  aeeompanyiag  the  Measage  oi  the  fifth 
instant,  the  translation  of  them  being  net  then 
completed.  The  Mes^ge  and  documents  Were 
read,  ordered  to  lie  on  toe  table,  and  five  thou- 
sand copies  ordered  to  he  printed  for  tl^e  use  of 
the  members. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacov^  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  ibliowing  resolution  : 
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Mrfmnte  of  the  Premiienije  Mu$age. 


H.  or  R* 


Eewhedf  TJuit  itm  CotemktMof  GimmB  be  ih^ 
etraetodi  to- inquire  into  |be  ^xjHMUenoy  of  lepesling  or 
f  appending  U10  operalion  of  thip  several  «ctt  of  limiter 
Uoiir'H^  ^  ^  ^^7  °^^  opoate  to  bdr  Uie  |>ayBient  of 
the  foUowiiig  deMiiftion  of  claims  ugainst  Uie  United 
States,  to  wit :  First,  loan  o$ce'cer£6c^tes.  Second, 
indents  for  interest  on  the  pubHc  debt.  Third,  ^al 
settlement  certiiScates.  Pourth^  coiApalssi^oneis'  eer- 
tUicates.  Fifth,  army  certificatee.  Sixth,  credits  given 
in  lieu  of  army  certificates  cancelled.  Seventh,  credits/ 
for  the  pey  of  the  Army  for  which  no  certificates  were, 
issued.  Eighth,  invalid  pensions.  Ninth,  lost  or  de- 
stroyed certlfictitA.       •        .   ^         •  .        .     *    * 

^be  res^lutio9  was' read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  . . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davenpobt/jc  was  re- 
solved, that  two  Chaplains,  of  drfierent  denomia'- 
atiODs,  be  'appointed  to  Congress  for  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who.  shall  ioter% 
change  weekly.,        "  .      . 

*Mr.  Reed  j^resented  a  petition  of  William 
Deao,  of  Salem,  merchant,  praying  permission  to 
import  irom  Great  Britain  sundry  coods,  ware^ 
ana  merchandise,  llie  property  of  tfie  petitioner, 
which  had  been'^ordered  by  him  previous  to  the 
passage  of  the  non  importation  act  of  thesecolul 
of  March  Ia:st.-"Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. '    , 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  HoQ^e  proeeed^d'to  consider  the  tnotjoii 
ef  Mr.MiT'eHiLL,  of  ytaterday,  for  th«  appoint- 
ment of  the  5ev>i:at  staading  committees  <h  the 
House,  and  agreed  thereto ;  whereupon  the  fol- 
lowing comttiitteea  were  a'ppoihted. 

CommUtet  of  Waye  and  MeamB — Mr.  Bacon, 
Mr.  Oavvcfl,  Mr,  Smue,  Mr.  Biitb;  Mr.  Bvn- 
WELL,  Mr.'JoHN&0N,and  Mr.  PytkIn.  ' 

Committee  <tf  Xbmmeree  and  Manufacturee^ 
\)r.  Newton,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr,  MiTCniLL,'Mr. 
MoKiM,  Mr.  Tallmadoe,  Mr.  SErBERTjiind  Mt-. 
Tallman. 

Committee  of  Ctaime^Mr.  BIssbtt,  Mr.  Btrr- 
LER,  Mr.  Sbaw,  Mr..  Brown,  Mr.  Mosblev,  Mr. 
STANPonir,  and  Mr<  Arcbgr.  .  " 

Committee  on  the  Public  ^Lande^Mt.'MoR" 
row.  Mr.  McKbe,  Mr.OoLo,  Mr.  Brbokenridoe, 
Mr.  Blackledoe,  Mh  Botd,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Pennaylrania. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Ckdumbia'-Mf. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  PiFER,'Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Barer,  Mr.  Stow,  aird  Mr.  Obmbbt. 

Committee  ontke  Pom'  Office  and  PoBtJtbad&^ 
Mr.  Rrea,  Mr.  Poster,.  Mr.  Ltle,  mrl  Dins- 
Mo6R,'Mr.  Taooart,  Mr.  Pottei^j  Mr.  Law,  Mr. 
Chitteudbn,  Wt.  Hufty,  Mr.  Ridoelt,  Mr. 
Kent,  Mr.  Sbeffby,  Mr.'  King,  Mr.  Earle,  Mr. 
Hall,  ofGIeorgia,  Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr.  Morrow. 

Committee  of  Retieal  and  Unfinished  Bust- 
nest — Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Ely, 

Cominittee  (^  Accounts-^Mr.  Torner,  Mr. 
Blount,  and  Mr.*  Litti?e,  ^  *  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawsonj  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  apportionment 
of  Representatives  among  the  seyeral  States,  ac- 
i;        cording  to  the  third  enumenition. 

Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Williaks,  Mr.  Qrundy 


Mr.  Hall,  «f  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Quincy,  Mr» 
Potter,  Mr.  Mosbixy,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  For* 
TBR,  Mr.  Condit,  Mr.MiLNOR,  Mr.  Whight, 
Mr.  Aidoblby,  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Mor- 
BOw,'«Dd  Mr.  McKeb^  wen  appointed  the  oomr 
mittee.  ;  .'•*'•. 


.    -.Monday, N6Yember  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  Willlah 
' WiDOERY,  from  Massachusetts ;'  George  C.  Max«' 
well,  from  New  Jersey  ;  and  Philip  B.  Key,  and 
Philip  Stuart,  from.  Maryland  i  appeared,  pro* 
duced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  SsYBQRT  presented  a  petition  of  sutidrf 
mei^b^dUef  Philadjelphia,  praying  permission  to 
iD^ort,fn>B[i  Gfea(Britcin,.suDdry  hardwares,  the 
propeKy  of  the  petttiofters  ^whieh  were,  ortlered 
pr^viotts  to  the  piassage  of  thenoo-importation  act 
of  the  second  of  M^reh  last. 

Mr.  Mf^HiLL  presented  n  petition  fi^m  sundry 
merchants  in  the  eity  t)f  New  Yorl,  to  the  same 
effect  with  the  petition  last  stated. 

Mr.  PiTKiN  presented  &  petition  of  Dwight 
Woojsey  and  Company,  and  William  W.  Wool- 
sey  at)d  Cosirpdoy, 'merchants,  of  New  Haven,  iti 
Connecticut,  to  (he  same  effeet  with  Jbe  fbrc'going. 

Mr,  ^uiNcr  presented  a  petitron  of  Sateuel  K. 
MilWr  and  Oompahy,  m<erchaiits,  t^  Boston,  also 
10  the  ss^me  effect  with  the  fore^ltig« 

Ordered,  That  the  said  pi&titions  be'  sererally: 
referred  to  .the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures.  •    ^  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Raea,  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and'  Post  Roads  were  iostrocted-  to  report 
a  bill  authorizing  th^  members  of  the  Senate  and^ 
House  of  Representatives  to  frank  the  President's 
Message  and  RccompaDying  documents,  transmit- 
ted eo  both  Houses  bf  Congress  ftt  the  opening  of 
t^e  present  session,  notwithstanding  the  same  may 
weigh  more  than  two  ounces: 
.  t'he  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr^AcoN.  On  the  eifttb  iDstant  *,  and 
it  was  coDcvirfed  in  bytbe  Hquse. 

*  On  motioir  of  Mr.  Wii^afiRY,  a  committee  was 
aiipdinied  to  consider  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  term  of  the  District  Coutt  of  th^  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Maine, 'from  the  first  to  the 
s^ond  Tuesday  in  September!;  with  leave  to  re« 
port  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

•  Mr.  WiDOERY,  Mr.  Harper,  and  Mr.  Stur- 
Qfis,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

.  Mr.  Rbea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  te  authorise  the 
transportation  of  certain  documents,  free  of  post- 
age ;  which  was  read  twice^  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed;  and  read  the  third  time  to-day ; 
which  was  subsequently  done^  and  the  bill  passed. 

.      TuBSDAY,  November  12. 

HBFBltENCB  OF  TKB  ME88ACffi. 

Mr.  Smilie,  after  some  appropriate  prefatory 
observations,  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
iiuo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
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Union,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Message  of  the  President  ot'the  United  States,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  Hoa»e  accord- 
ingly went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when, 
Mr.  SMIL.IE  3ubmited  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  the  following  resolatioii&,  riz : 

1.  Meaolved,  Thai  so.maoh  of  the  Pravdent's  Mei- 
nge  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign  relationi^ 
be  referred, to  a  selQCt  committee. 
'  2.  That  80  much  as  relates  to  the  measorea  of  public 
defence  demanded  by  the  present  crisis,  be  re&rred  to 
a  select  coinmittee.         ^  r 

&  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  the 
provisions  necestary  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
be  refeWed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  That  so  much  as  telates  to  the  evasions, and  in- 
.firactions  of  our  cblnmerciol  la^s,  be'  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commence  and  Mannfactnres. 

6.  That  so  much  as.relates  to  foreign  trading  licensm, 
•nd  to  the  protection  of  monuiactures  and  navigation, 
be  referred  to  the  Cc^mmittee  of  Commerce  kud  Mmii- 
u&ctures.  •  ■     ' 

6.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Bpanish  American 
Colonies,  he  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  retolutions  being  read,  they  were  taken  up 
separately,  and  asreed  to,  without  opposition,  ex- 
cept.that  whe^  the  fliecond  was  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  Dawson  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
subjects  embraied^in.that  resolution  would  be 
better  in  the  hKnds  of  two  or  three  committees; 
but  Mr.  Smili^  assigning  as  a  r^a^n  for  commit 
ting  the  entire  sobieci  of  defence  to  one  commit- 
tee, that  they  wpuld  have  k  in  their  pciw'er  to 
take  a  view  of  the  whole  ground, and  act  accord* 
ingly,  it  was  agreed. to. 
All  the  resolutions  being  adopted-^ 
Mr.  Smilie  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  resolutions  to  the  Hoo^. 
'  Mr.  RANDOLt»H  was  opposed  to  ihi§  motion.  It 
would  be  readily;  cciiceivod,  he  said,  that  it  is  no 
easy  matter  for  one  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
ofseeing  the  resolutions  wbichXorm  thre  basis. of 
the  proposed  report,  to  take  in,  as  they  are  read  by 
the  Clerk,  the  whole  of  their  scope  and  bearinrg. 
He  beheved  it  had  been  the  common  practice  to 
refer  the  Speech  of  the  President  at  tqe  opening 
of  the  session  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.    In  the  committee,  the 
course  had  been  much  the  same  as  that  pursued  to 
day.    The  different  subjects  on  which  it  treated 
had  been  referred  either  to  standing  or  select  coia- 
mittees.    But  it  will  be  reoftembered-,  that  we  are 
assembled  under'circumstances  of  a  peculiar  na- 
ture.   The  C|)ief  Magistrate  himself  has  given 
information  to  this  House  to  that  effect.    He 
hoped  that  the  Message  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
would  not  be  dissected,  taken  out  of  thellouse, 
and  pat  into  the  hands  of  committees,. so  as  to  be 
placed  oqt  of  the  power  of  any  member  of  this 
House  to  express  hit  sentiments  on  that  instru- 
ment.* .  This  expression  of  opinion^  said  Mr.  R., 
is  due.  to  the  situation  in  which  we  stand.    The 
nation  expects  it  from  us.    He  trusted,  therefore, 
•that  the  subject  woqld  not  be  foreclosed  in  the 
way  proposed.    The  Rousie  ought,  in  the  first 


plUce,  to  express  its  opinion  on  cbeMessage.  He 
had  been  waitingUntil  thedoetiments  were  printed 
for  an  opportunity  of  this  kihd.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would'  not  rise  and  rfjwrt  the  resolu- 
tions, because  if  you  do,  the  President'*  Message 
will  be  taken  out  of  the  Honse,  and  it  will  not  be 
competeht  for  any  gentleman  to  take  tip  any  part 
of  h,  so  that  no  opinion  of  the  House  can  be  taken 
theteon.  He  would  more  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  progress.  By  to-morrow^  an  op- 
portunity would  be  afforded  of  comparrog  the 
resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
with  the  Message,  and  at  ascertaining  whether 
they  are  such  as  they  Ought  to  he  ;  and  the  sub- 
ject being  siill  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whde, 
every  member  would  have  liberty  of  expressing 
his  opinion  fully  upon  it,  •. 

Mr.  ^HiLiE  said,  the  course  which  behad  taken 
was  that  which  had  been  invariably  purstied  here- 
tofore. Whether  it  was  best  or  not,  he  could  not 
(ell.  He  did  pbt  wish  for  any  delaj.  He  thought 
it  was  high  time  the  Message  .or  the  President 
was  acted  upon.  When  the  several  committees 
made  their  reports,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  making  such  strie« 
tures  upon  the  Message  as  he  may  judge  proper ; 
or,  as  the  subject  ;is  now  before  th^  Committee, 
if  the  gentleman  ^hooses^be  may  no^  make  them. 
He  hoped  the  business  would  not.  he  postponed, 
but  that  the  question  on  the  Qoramittee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  resolutions  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  was  not  ready  for  the  question. 
The  memoryof  the  worthy  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, said  he,  is  Wit  very  ^ood.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  ai.  Age  brings  wtth  it  experieoee  and 
many  valuable  qualities,  but  it  does  not  iinprove 
the'  memory*  He  himself  felt,  the  effects  of  it, 
and  much  mdre  may  the  gentleman*  from  Pena- 
syUania  feel  th^m.  Mr.  R.  did  not  belicTe  that 
tne  coucse  now  proposed  to  be  taken  with  the 
Message,  is  the  same  which  l^as  bten  alwajs  pur- 
sued. He  vecotleeted'  that  when  he  had  nrst  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  Hoat^e,  the  Message  of  the 
President  was  brought  in  a  mass  before  the  House, 
^o'be.fuUy  and  failly  debated.  The  gentleman 
must  pardon  him  for  contradicting  him  in  a  mat- 
ter of  fact.  3ut,  said  Mr.  R.,  fwould  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  by  wh^t  magic  or 
other  power,  he  has  been  able  to  dive  into  my 
bosom  to  know  that  I  mean  to  make  strictures 
on  the  Message  of  the  President  7  The  gentle* 
man  goes  on  to  state,  that  it  I  have  any  soch 
observatft^  to*  make,  this  is  the  accepted  hour. 
Why  this,  any  more  tnan  aifj  other  hour  in  this 
week?  Why  do  gentlemen,  just  when  they  hare 
got  into  a  Comlnittee  on  the  Message,  show  such 
an  aguish  trepidation  to  get  out  of  it  ?  Is  -the 
Message  of  salittle  importance  that  they  will  not 
give  it  attention  1  They  will  not  aay  so.  The 
gentleman  froin  Pennsylvania  says  that  when 
these  committees  report,  evcf/  gentleman  will 
hare  an  opportunity,  of  expressing  his  option  on 
the  several  parts  into  which  it  is  dissected.  But 
the  gentleman  must  know,  that  even  in  physics, 
much  less  in  politics,  all  the  parts  are  not  always 
equal  to  the  whole ;  that  howe? er  true  it  may  be 
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in  matheimitics  tbat-all  the  part?  are eqaal.totbe 
whole,  it  Is  not' so  iq  politics.  Suppose,  said  Mr. 
R.,  one  of  these  com ihiueiA  reports,  aqd  the  report 
coqaes  ooder  consideration-^m^mDers  would  be 
excluded  from  toaclring  ilpoa  the  other  pa^rts  of 
the  Message.  If  this  course  be  pursued,!  ^ire 
you  waroio^  that  if  some  gen tlecnan  of  ibis 
House,  who  has  not  §igaed  the  thiTty-pine  ar ti- 
ttles, shali  rise  to  mSkd  bis  obserratious,  and  shall 
notice  any  -part  of  the  Message. oot  before  the 
House,  be  will  be  called  to  order,. and  infonned 
that  that  part  of  the  Messagfl  is  yet  sleeping  with^ 
a  select  committee*  But  tb^  gentleman  says,  wliy' 
not  now  go  into  the  discussion  7-^ when  it  is 
known  the  documents  are  witK  the  printers,  and 
.  sot  within  the  reach  of  the  Committee. ,  The  true' 
course,  saidvMr.  R.,  is  the  one  which  rhavasog-v 
gested-^t  is  a  eourse  which  will  be  acceptable  to 
thenatioft.-  WhVjsaid  h%,8e|id/Dut  such  reaims 
of  extra  NatronaNatelligenceVs  bjr'ndailj  but  to 
iiii^orin  the.  people  ?  'If  dq  dtscussf on  is  to  take 
place  on  the  Messi(ge,  through ^hat  channel  are* 
these  committees  to  receive  the  "opfnion  of  this 
House?  .  Are  they,  to  go  to  work  blindfolded  1 
On*  Spanish  relations,  for  Jos(anoe,.w1)at  member 
possesses  the  facOlly  of  lookit>g  into  the  heart|  and 
of  saying  what  is  the  opipioo  of  .this  House  on 
that  subject  1  Would  it  not-be  befter,  said  he,  to 
come  to  soine  resolution  which  -should  be^irec- 
tory  to,  these  committees  1  To  act  otherwise,  was 
putting  th^  eart  hefoce  -the  horse.  This  course 
would  avoid  commitments  and  re-eommitments'; 
he  lu>ped.  it  would  Uierefore  he  ta^n,  by 'rising 
and  feporiing  pro^m^ .  -.   .        *  •- 

Mt.  FifinLBT  said  thje  method  now. proposed  of 
diaposing  of  the'Message  was.the  eame  which  had 
keen  acted  Tipon»erer  si.noe  the  comonencement  of 
the  Qovernltaenl.  Portoedy,  it  was  the  practice 
for  the  President  to  iqake  his  address  to  Congress 
personally,  and  then  an  answer  was  to'^be  returned. 
This  answer  brought  tbe-subj^ct  of"  the -Message 
before  the  HoiUse  incidentally,  and  mucli  useless 
debate  was  generallf  had  utfon  ft.  But  this  cus- 
tom was  laid  aside  by  Mr^  Jeffersoti,  and  this -on- 
necessary  debate  prevented.  The  course  which 
is  at  present  taken  has  been  uniform  ever  since, 
and  he  hoped  weshould  not  now  depart  ffom'  it, 
-except  the  gentleo^an.fram  Virginia  could  point 
out  some  betteivt 

Mr.XluiNOY  said,  it  was  not  his  .wish  to  delay 
the  bMsiness  before,ihe  CooE^mittee,  but  he  wished 
that  whatever  was  done  might  be  done,  under'- 
auiDdiisgly.  He  wouLi  a?k  whether  the  resolo- 
tione.  prppos^  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania covered  the  wk6le  object  of  the  Message  ? 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  afiair  of  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  Was  referred  to  any  committee.  He  did 
sot  see  any  mention- of  Indian  hdsttlities.  Here- 
tofore, there  had  been  a.  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs. T^ey  were  never  mingled  with  our  for* 
eign  Ti^lations.-  He  thought  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dawson)  tl^it»too  many  sub- 
jects were  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
defence.  Mr.  Q,.  said  it  .was  not  his  intenuon  to 
have  ;8aid  anything  on  this  subject ;  but  he  wished 
for  attch  a  ^deiay  in  this  procedure  as  ahould  give 


an  opportunity,  of  examiniog  the' resolutions 
brought  forward.  He  did  not  tbint:  th^  embraced 
all  the  objects  of  the  MessSge. 

Mr.  ALSTQsi  observed,  tliat  in  case  any  gentle- 
man had  doubts  whether  certain  objects  in  the 
Message  were  embrace.d  by  the  resolutions,  he 
could  readily  bring  forward  amendments  to^the 
present  resolution^,  or.  introduce  new  ones  so  as 
to  atjain*his  object.  Mr.  A.. said  ft  would  be  re- 
collected, that  in  sonf^e  former  years  the  dividing 
of  the  Message  into  too  many  parts  hbd  created 
some  confusion,  by  making  it  difficult  to  deter- 
tpine  to  which  committee  certain  pftrts  of  the 
Message  belonged.  In  the  present  division,  this 
confusion  he  presumed  had  oeen  atoided.  At  all 
ev.ehts.  he  t taught  it  perfect^  correct  that  the 
several  subjects  in  nhe  Mes^ag^  should  be  first 
sent  to  select^comttiittees  before  t|iey  were  acted 
Upon  by  the  .House.''  This  was  the  usual  course, 
and  it -appeared  to  him  the  best. 

Mri  Rah^^olph  said  he  wds  called  Upon,  by  the 
very  respectable  and  renefable  g^tleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  to  point  out  a  better  plan  than  that 
which  is  prjQPposed ;  to  show'  why  this  course, 
which  bad  been  the  practice  of  the^  hi$t  ten  years, 
ought  not  to  beYollowed;  He  would  ask  the gen« 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  if  hehad'ever  knowA 
this  House  in  Committee  of  the  VTbole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  under  similar  circumstances 
with  th^  pfes^nt^;  or  ever  known  when  a  member 
asked  for  discuiision  in  this  Committee  that  it  was 
reifused^  Whtit,  said  he,  would  have  been  the 
surprise  of- the  Committee  had  he  called  for  the 
reading  of  thedocuments  which  accompanied  the 
Message?  and^bfs  hemight  bavedooe,il8hehad 
heard  them  read  bd't  once,  hnd  then  there  was  so 
much  noise  ioHhe  House  he  h^rd.them  imper- 
fectly. Thje  would  have  neces^rily  dekyed  the 
business,  but  it  was  not'his  wish  to  embarrass  the 
Committee.  The  documents  are  in  the  hands  of 
the,printer3;pf  course. the  Committee  must  have 
riseh  and  reported  progress.'  This  prp position,  if 
received  with  'common  lemper,  must  appear  a 
reasonable  -and  pVoper  one;  He  hoped,  therefore, 
it  would  be  agreed  to«  ,  .  . 
.  The  original  mottoa  to  rise  and  report  the  reso- 
lutions, was  carried,  there  being  serenty  two  mem- 
bers in  favor  of  it. 

The  House  took  up  the  .resolutions. 

Mj-.  RrANDOLPH  said  that  he  had  been  informed, 
by  the  Chaitman  of  th^  Cpmmittee  of  the  Whole, 
that  the  documents  aecompanving  the  Message 
had  n'pl  been  referred  tp  th&Cotnmiitee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe-.itate  of  >he  Unjon.  If  so,  he  sub- 
mitted to  the'  Chair,  wh^her  the  proceedings 
which  jiad  been  liad  were  in-order.^  The  House 
bad  been  in  Committee  of  ^he  Whole  on  the 
Message,  and  left  the  docutpeats  behind  fbem. 
lijQ  did  not  think  this  was  the  kind  of-  treatment 
to  wkich  the  Message  .was  entitled.  He  moved 
that  the  ^report  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to- 
gether with  the  documents;  and  called*  for  the 
yeas  and  nay§  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  the  documents  were  not  re- 
ferredi  and  for  the  best  reason.    They  are  never 
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tak«D  up  in  Commi^ee  of  ihe.  Whole,  but  «r«  left 
iE  tbe  iloufte,  and  can  always  be  referred  to^aod 
any  motioo  be  founded  upon  them,  whiel^  eoold 
not  be  done  were  they^  before  tbe  CQaunittea  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  SMii^iE  faid  it  wa«  perfectly  imjQaterial  to 
him  which  course  was  taken,  .He  had  no  object 
but  the  interest  of  his  constituents.  If  geotleiueqi 
believe  the.y  are  justified  in  protrkcting  the  pub- 
lip  business,  they  will  -act  Accordingly.  For  hi9 
part  he  could  not.  He  wished  to  uke  np  the 
business  in  a  regular  way,  and  proceed  with  ix. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  Clerk  found,  on  exam*^ 
iuLpg'  bis  minutp^v  that  the  documents  w.ere  re*^ 
ferred  along  witn  the  M^:sag^. . 

Mr.  Rah DOLPXioWrred,' that  if  the  fact^,  as 
tbe  clerk  had  «taled  it,  it  offers  an  irrefragable 
argument  for  recommitting  the  report,  beoause 
the  House  had  been  in  Oommiltee  ii  the  Whole 
without  having  possession  of  these  papers.  It 
tbe  documents  were  not  referred,  we  otigh^  to  go 
bftck  for  the  reasons  befose  offeretl,  but  if  they 
were,  we  ought  to  go  back  to  get  po8se9eio.tt  of  them. 
In  either  case,  we  ought  to^^o  back  «nd  gef  right; 
it  would  be  better  to  turn  back  an<(  soberly  in-^ 
quire  our  way^than  to  go  bUodly  spurring  on  in^ 
a  wrong  ro«d. 

Mr.  R.  wished  tp  say  one  wcTrd  in  reply  to  a 
remark  of  the  gentleman  from  l^ennsylvania, 
which,  at  the  time,  he  .believed  to-  be  out  of  order. 
He^adi^aid,  ^  if  gentlemen  can  josiify  themselv)es 
injirotraejting  the  public  busLn€0s,  weR.  He  had 
no  other  views  than  the  interests  of  his  constitur 
ents."  An  inainuaiion  that  otjber  gentlemen  have 
oiher  vieWs,  apd  that  otb^  gentlemen  can  justify 
themoelves  for  protractitig  business.  Mr.  R.  itade 
no  professioas  of  patriotism  ia  that  House.  His 
property  ivas  in'  terra  firm^t,  and  he  wes'bora  in 
the  State  which  he  represented,  and  he  loved  it 
the  better  foir  it.  As  to  protracting  the  public 
bosinestf,  we  all  know,  said  hej  how  it  is  pro- 
tracted ;  as.  his  friend  irom  North  Carolina  had 
said  the  other  day, "  the  public  business  will  not  be 
done  until  the  toads  are  gopd,  in  tbe  Boring."  .He 
hoped,  however,  that  while,  the  gentleman  jfrom 
Pennsylvania  is  satisfied  a^  to  his  own  moti'.ves, 
he  will  believe  ihat  other  gentlemen  have  as  blear 
concieoces  as  himself. 

Mr.  WiDOERY  hoped  th&t.tbe  H^use  would 
proceed  with  the  public  business,  withoOt  ilny 
bickering  or  personality.  He  hoped  they  were 
met  together,  like  a  band  of  brotberft;  X6  consider 
and  act  upon  such.meiksures  as  shall  best  pro- 
mote the  int^reets  of  our  coounon'  country.  He 
thought  the  course  propeted  b^'tbo  gentlemai^ 
from  Pennsylvania  wuuld  be  the  best.  A  discus* 
sion  would-  come  with'  more  propriety  aftei*  the 
several  committees  had  reported.  He  did  not  be^ 
lieve,  however,  thai  the  gentleman  from  Virginia*, 
in  proposing  a  different  course^  wished  to  protract 
the  public  business.  He  no  doubt  thought  tbe 
diacuaaion  ought  to  take  place  in  theirst  instance. 
It  was  a  mere  difference  of  opinioa,  from  which 
no  evil  could  arise. 

•The  y  tas  and  nays  on  the  questioh  for  a  recom- 
mitment, were  m  folio  ws: 


Y^As— Jehn  Baker,  Ahqah  3igelow,  James  Brack* 
enridge^  Elijah  Brighain,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  ChiUendon,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitcht  Thomas  R.  Gold,, John  P>  Hungerford,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,'Wiljiam  R.,Kiug,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 'jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Jfimes  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearsoti, 
Tiinotby  Pitkin^  jr.,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Aandolph, 
William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely.  Philip  Stnart,  Lewis 
B'.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan-,  dttluel  Taggatt,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  Lfban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson-^S.     ,       ' 

^  Nats^WUUs  Alston,  William  Anderson,  dteveneon 
Afchen  Daniel  Avery,  S>sekiel  Bacon, '  Davi^  Bard, 
Josiah  Barti%tt,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb, 
Wnham  Blackledge,  Thoteas  BlptanV.  Adam  Boyd, 
Robbri  Brown,  William  A.  BnrvreU,  WUliam  Pmler, 
John  €.  GalbjDnn,  Lang^oa  Cheves,  Matthew  Olay, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Ctawlbnl, 
John  Davenport,  jri» Roger  Davis,  John  Dawsem  Joeeph 
Desha,'  aamnel  Dinsmoor,  E4ias.£arle,'WilUam  Fin^ 
ley^  J'ames  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gruhdv,.BolUng  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Ay lett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefevei',  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lvie,  Nathaniel  Macon,- George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Mopre,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,' Arunah  MetcsJ^  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill>  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  NewboM,  Thomas 
Newfon,  St^hen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Jphn  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
iEibenezbr  Sage,  'Thomas  Sammons,  Ebnneser .  itaaver, 
Joh^  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuflf  Shaw,  Daiiid 
ShefBqj,  John  SmiUe,  George  Smith,  Joha  Smith, 
Richard  Stanfoikl,  .Silas  Stow,  William  Btr<flig,  Peleg 
Tfl^lman,  Uii  Tracy,  Geotge  M.  Troup, ,  Charies  Tw^ 
ner,jr.',  Pierre  Van  Cprtlandt,  jr.,  Robefl  Whiiahill, 
David  R.  WUlianis,  WiUiam  Widgery,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wrights— 92.      . 

The  question  T^arced  on  Agreeing  to  the  re- 
port. 


Mr.  Randolpb  noved  to  postpone  che  furthec 
consideiation  o(  th^  repor^titl  to-naurrow,  in  or* 
der  that  ii  might  be  puoted. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  some  such  iiKHion  to  pre- 
vail. He  bad  intended  to  mOFC  that  it  lie  on  tbe 
table  till  to-morrow.  [Mr.\RAND0Li>B  withdrew 
his  motion  to  give  place  to  Mr.  MACoif'a:]  Mr. 
M.  said  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to  him  which 
of  the  motions  was  made.  His  object,  he  could 
asdUfe  the  House,  Was  apt  delay.  He  bad  ejr- 
an^ined  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  gentleraao 
from  Pennsylvania.  To  the  first,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection 9  but  as  to  the  second,  it  appeared  to  htm 
that  if  it  were4he  wish  of  the  gentleman  to  protract 
the  public  business,  this  resolution  Would  answer 
his  purpose.  Hfe  did  nt>t  believe  this  was  intend* 
edi  But  there  is  mbre  business  gitren  to  that  com- 
mittee than  can  be  got  throogti  in  any  reasonable 
liTme.  The  old  rule. of  procurit)g  despatch  by  di- 
viding the  IflTbdr,  was  in  this  caae  abaodoned.  In 
bis  opinion  what  relates  to  tbe  Army  ought  to  go 
to  one  comnbittee,  and  what  relates  to  the  Navy  to 
another,  and  ao  00.  He  knew  thai  dn  a  former  oc- 
casion, some  difficulty  bad  arisen  from  the  Mea- 
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saa«  not  haviDfl:  be^  .acciirateljF.  ^lissected ;  but 
with  (SrdJoary  c^re  this  migrht  be  avoided.  He 
had  DO  doubt  if  the  bus io ess  was  thu3  divided,  it 
would-be  dooe  much. sooner.  Not  that  h^  ex« 
pected  Congress  would  adjourn  any  earlier  \  but 
the  reports  would  be  had  in  less  time,  and.  the 
sooner  |>egot  au  Ij[e  wished  that  lEe  report  m'ight 
lie  on  the  table  until  to-roorro«r/  that  the  resolu- 
tions might  be  examinedj  and  proper  amendments 
prepared.  .  *  '    . 

Mr«  S  MI  LIB  repeated  his  reasons  for  wishing 
one  committee  mig)it  have  undef  view  th^  whole 
siibiect  of  defence.' 

Tbe  question  was  put  and  negatived,  68  Co  47. 

Mr.  Ravdolpb  mojjed  for  the  reading ^f  the 
dapumenu;  whicb  being  objected  to,  be  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nay»  on  the  question  \  which 
were  taken  as  f6] lows': 

YsA»-4oktn^«kdr»Abijah  3)g«lQw,  James  Bxm^- 
enri<^^  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphipditos  Champion,* 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Btureaport,  jr*»  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomafl  R.  Go!^  John  P.  Hu'ngerford, 
Richard  J(adLfl09,  jr.,  "^^illiam*  R.  King,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  X<ewit,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livihg^on^  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Jalmes  Milno)r,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Joseph  Pearson,  James  Pleasants  jr.,  Jostah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Daniel  Bhei^y,  Richard  Sta^iford,  PhUtp 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  SCiirges,  George' 8iil!it«n,  Benjamin 
Tfllhnadge,  Labah  Wheaton,  Leeoaitt  Wfahe,  and 
Thomas  Wilfloii-«86.  ' 

Nat»— WilHs  Alston,  j».,  WilBam  Andarsop,  file, 
venson  ATcher,  Daniel  Avery,  EaekieS  Bacon,  J)avid 
Baid,  Josnh  Bartiett,'  BurweU  Bassett;  WiHiam  Wt 
Abb,  Wfllbm  Blaekledga,  Thopii^  Blonni,  Adam 
Boyd,.  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BikrweU;  WiUiam 
Biitlar>.Johni  O.  Calboan,  Langdon  Oheves,  Mai;tin 
Chtitefiden,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  \Condit;  WiUiam 
Crawlbrd,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph 'Di^pha»  Samuel  Dins* 
moor,  EUaa  Earle,  William  Ely;  J^es  Fisk,  Ttf esback 
Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  GBeen,vFelix 
Gruwly/^pUwig  Hail,  Obed  bail,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Htiwes,.  Jacpb  Hnfty,  John  M.  Hyiieman,  Rich- 
ard M*  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Lefever,'  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes*  Aaron  Lyle^ 
George  C  Maxwell,  Thomas' Moore,  William  MeCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alenn^r  MdCim,  Aninah  Metcalf, 
Samuel  L.  MitdbifU  James  Morgan,  J^misih  Morrt>w, 
Anthony  N«w,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Piokens,  WjIBakn  Piper,  Ben- 
jamin.Poad, 'Peter  B,  Poiter«'Jobn;Rhea,JohQ  Rpaae, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Bbisneaer  Sage,  Thmiia»  Sammoas, 
El>eneaer  Saaver,  John  Savi^,  Adam  saybert»  Samuel 
Shaw,  John.SmiUe,  Oeofge  Smith,  Joha  Smithy  WU- 
liam  Strong,  Samuel  Ifaggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troop*  Charles,  Toryier,  jc*.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  WiUiam  Wid- 
g€iy,  Richard  Winn*  and  Rpbert  Wright--64. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  taken  up  and' 
agreed  to.  .  Whenr  the  questiop  on  the  s^ond  Wai 
put,  '        ' 

Mf^  D.  R.  Williams  rose  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  House  that  all  the  objects 
embraced  in  this  resolution  should  go  to  one  com- 
mittee, or  they  shoMld  be  divided  am^g  several. 
For  tills  purpose,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  gen- 
eral expressions,  to  insert  the-  words  ^  for  filling 
the  c'anKs,  prolonging;  the  enlistment  of  regulaT 


troops,  and  of  auxiliary  force."  It  would  be  seei| 
to  be  bis  object,  to  give  all  that  relates  to  the  Ar^ 
my  to  one  committee,  all  that  relates  to  the  Navy 
to- another,  &c.  H^  was  of  opinion,  also,  that 
several  objects  contained  in  the  Message  hau  beeu 
orerlodked. 

*  The  motion  for  etriking  oif  t  was  earHed,72  votes 
beine  in  favor  of  k^  .but  when  the  blank  came  to 
be  filled,  much  desultory  debate  took  place.  Some 
membera  wished  to  Insert  ocbet' words  than  thoae 
proposed  bv  the. gentleman  from.  Souih  Caro- 
lina ;  but  this  was  deeowd  out  of  .order.  At 
length.  U  w^  agreed  tb^t  the  blank  must  be  filled 
with  the.  words  ,)3rQp<5sed,  but  tbi^t  other  words 
might  afterwards  be  added  by  way  of  ameadment. 
7b  is  was.  accordrngly  done. 

After  the  blank  was  filled  as  above  proposed, 
Mr.  Bibb  moved  lo  add  the  foUowing  wokIs  ;. 
*^  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  for  detach-' 
'  ments  of.  portions  of  the  militia,  ana  for  such  a 
<  proportion  of  the  g^^i  body,  as  will  woportioa 
/its  usefulness  to!  its  intrihsic  oapacllies.''  Which 
was  agreed  to.  .    '   . 

*  The  other  rcf^olutions  Veported  were  agreed  to 
wltboiit  debate. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  ftn  aifditional  resolution,  as 
ft)llows :  ^  That  so  much  of  the  Mei>sage  as  re- 
Jates  to  the  naval  force  of  the  Upited  States,  and 
the  maritime  defeoce  of  our  frontier,  bd  referred 
to  a  select  committee*^'— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  the  foTlQwiu^  additional  re- 
solutions,: **  Tl^at  so«much  of  the  Message.as  re- 
^  lates  to  the  manubcturing  of  caqtion  find  small 

*  arms  and  providing  monitioqs  of  war,  be  referred 

*  to  a  select  committee':"  and  '*  that  so  nuich'  of 
'  the  Message  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  re- 

*  ferret  to  a  select  committee.^-^.Agreed  to. 

All  the  select  committees  which  were  thought 
necessary,  being  appointed,  it  w^s  determined  that 
the  first,  .on  Foreign  Relations,  should  consist  of 
iiine  members;  the  committeeson  the  Spaoish*coi- 
6nie9  and  Navycoocerns,  to  consist  of  sev^o'  ntem- 
bers;  and  those,  on  manufacturing  cannon  and 
Indian  affairs,  to  consist  of  five  members. 

The  resolutions,  as  amended^are  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

i:  Resolved.  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations, be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  related  to  lillinff  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longing the  enlistments  of  the  cegular  troops,  and 
to  an  aniiliary  force;  to  the  acceptance  ofvol- 
unt^r  corps;  to  detachments  of  militia,  and  to 
such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will  pro- 
portion its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity,  be 
ref(9r/ed  to  a  select  committee. 
,  a  Reeolrfedf  That  those  parts  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  which  relate  to  the  Naval  force  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  defence  of  our  marl- 
tiihe  frontier,  be  referred  to  %  select  committee^ 

'4.  Resolted^  That  so  mi^eh  of  the  President's 
Message  a3  relates  to  the  revenue  and  tl^e  provis-^ 
ions  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

S^-Reealvedf  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
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Menage  as  relates  to  tbe  evasion  and  iDfraction 
of  oar  commerdal  laws,  be  referred,  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Maoofactures. 

Q.'BeMdved,  That  so  much  of  the  Preisidenl's 
Message  as  relates  toforeijp^a  trading- iiceases,  and 
to  0e  protection  of^naAatactures  and  navigation, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  .CQmperce'aad 
Manufactures. 

7.  Reioited^  That  so  much  of  tbe  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American  colo- 
nies, be  referred  (pa  select  committee. 

8.  Resolved^  ^batso  much  of  the  said  Messa^jfe 
as  relates  to  the  manofucture  of  cannon  and  small 
arms,  and  the  providing  monitions  6f  war,  be  re* 
ferred  to  a  select  committee.. 

9.  ^eadved,  That  so  much  of  the  said 'Message 
as  relates  to  Indian  afiairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Calhoun,*  Mr.  Grundy,.  Mr. 
Smilie,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Key,Mr& 
Desha,  and  Mr.  Seaver,  ^ere  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Wrigh|,  Mr.  MaCon,  'Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Stow^  Mr.  Maxwell,,  and  Mr.  Tait- 
madge,  were  appomted  the  committee  on  the  sec- 
ond resolution.  "  .    ' 

Mt,  Cheves,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr*  Milnor,  Mr, 
Cluiney,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  McKim,  and  Mr.  Fisk 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  third  reso- 
lotiojQ. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr. 
Taggart,  Mr.  Champion^  Mr^  Butler,  and  Mr. 
Shaw,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  sev- 
enth resolution. 

Mr.  Seybert,  Mi^  Little,  Mr.  GoodwjTn,  Mn 
Tracy,  and  Mr.  Sturges,  were  appointed  the^om- 
miitee  on  the  eighth  resolUtioii. 

Mr.  MeKee,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Shef- 
fey,  9jid  Mr.  Brown,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ninth  resolution. 

And  then,  on  motion  the  House  adjourned  until 
to-morrpw. 


Wedne^Xt,  Novemter  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Thovas  GholsoN] 
from  Virginia^ appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
wte  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  duiNCY  presented  two  petitions  from  stin- 
dry  merchants  of  Baston,  to  the  same  efiect  wfth 
the  petition  of  William  Dean,  presemedthe'eighth 
instant — Referred  to  the  Comsiittee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the. Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Charles  Wirgman,  of  Baltimore ;  which' 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Comqiiittee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  nest. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petitipn  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  to  the  same  effect  with  the 
petition  of  the  merchants  of  Boston  above  stated. — 
Referred  to  the  Committer  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  report  of  the 


Secretary  of' War,  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  claims  ofsundry  refugees 
from  the  Briti^^h  provinces  of.  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  made  in  tne  yeas  1805  and  1806^  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committte  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
report  by  i)li,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PdiNDEXTER  presented  a.petifioo  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  made  into  a  sepa- 
rate Staieand  admitted  into  the  Unibn.-r.RefeiTed 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Poindbxteb;  Mr.  Gftt7NDT«  Mr.  ORMssTf 
Mr.  Lacocx,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  W^poert,  and 
Mr.  Chittenden,  were  a*ppointed  the  committee. 
.  On  tnotion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Missis^ppi  Territory,  pre* 
sented  the  twenty-first  of  Jainuary  last,  ^as  refer- 
red,to'the  said  select  committee.*. 

Mr.  duiNCY  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew 
.Eliot,  merchabt  of  Boston,  to  th^  same  eftect.with 
tbe  petiti^n  of  William  Dean,  presented  the  eighth 
instants — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures.  ' 

,  On  motion  of  Mil  Gold,  a. -committee  wai  ap- 
pointed to.inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing hy  law  for  the  more  conv^eoient  taking  of  re- 
cognisances of  bail  and  affidavits  in  cases  depend- 
ing in  the^espective  Courtsf  pf  the  United  States ; 
W4th  leave  to  report  by  bill.— Mr.  Qolo,  Mr. 
MiLNOR,  ana  Mr.  Ridoblt,  were  appointed  the 
coidmittee.  . 

po  motion , of  Mr»  Morrow,  the  Uonunittee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  in«tructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  df  suspending  the  operatioa  of  so 
much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  <*Aa 
act  providing  Tor  the  final  adjustment  ofx^laims  to 
lands,  and  for  the  ^le  of  the  public  laniis  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  as  directs 
that  the  land  offices  'established  in  the  Orleans 
Territory  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1812;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise.-. '  . 

Mr>  Tjlllmadoe,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Whipple,  presenxed  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Whipple;  which  was 
read  aitd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on.  Friday  next. 

On  mdtiOA  of  Mr.  Basmtt,  the  petitioiis  of  J.  A. 
Chevalli^.  attorney  of  A«leiie  Euffenie  Beaumai^ 
ehais,  presented  twenty-fourth  of  DeceiQfoer,  1805, 
and  second  of  April  1606,  together  with  all  the 
docun&entftcOncerningthesaid  claim,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claiftis. 

Mr.  Bleecker  presented  a  petition  of  George 
Dummer  and  Company,  and  Gurdoo  anld  Daniel 
Buck,  merchants,  of  New  York,  to  the  same  effect 
with  the  ])etition  of  William  Dean,  pn^sented  the 
eighth  instant.— Referred-  to  Che  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Klanufactures. 

.Mr*  Lyle  presented  petitions  ofsundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Western  parts  of  the  United  -States, 
praying  that  the  mails  of  the  United  States  may 
not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices  may  not  be 
open^,  on  Sundays. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  R&ads. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Comdit,  (be  Committee  of 
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Commerce  aad  Manufactures  were  ioetructed  to 
ioquLre  into  the  expediency  of  encoufaging  the 
maoufkcture  of  iron,  eith'^r  by^  protecting  impost 
duties,  or  prohibiting  the  importation  of  castHigs, 
baf. iron,' spikes,  nails,  brads,  and  tolled  sheet  or 
hoop  iron,  into  the  United  States  aad  its  Territo- 
ries; with  Iteve  to  report  by  bill. 
>  A  Message  was  received  from  the  President. of 
the  United  States,  comlmunicatina  copies  of  a 
correspondence hetween  the  Envoy  Extraordinary 
an4  Minister  PJenipotentiarv  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State^ Relative  to  the  aggres- 
sion qpinmitted  by  ^  Briti^  ship  of  tvar  on*  the 
United  States'  (riga|e  Ghesap^kke,  by  which  it 
will  heseenthat  that  subject  ot  difference  between 
.  the  two  countries  Is  termmated,  by  af  off<er  of  rep- 
aration, which  has  bee[^  acceded  to. 

The  House  ^{irooeeded,  by  ballot,  to  tie  election 
of  a  Chaplain  toCongress,  on  xheirpart ;  and, upon' 
exanaining  the  ballot^  it.  appeared  that'4he  Rev- 
ereod  l/Lt,  Sji£atbcn  yn^  duly  elected. 

Another  llfesaga  was  received  from  the  Presi*' 
dent  of  the  United  States^  transmitting  the  result 
of  the  census,  lately  taken*  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  with  a  letter  from  the  Secre«» 
tary  of  State  relative  thereto.'^Heferred  to  the 
cominittee  appointed  to  fix  the  spnortiooment  of 
Representatives.  ^  ' 

EatPENDITURE  Ot  M0»EY8.  ^ 
Mr.  RAMDOLPa  said,  the  House  having  made  a 
disposition  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  he  felt  himself  called  upoA  to 
submit  a  motion  to  the  consideration  of  the  Qouse. 
But  a».  the  House  was  then  thin,  he  would  only 
lay  it  on  the  table.  It  would  have  been  submit* 
ted,  he  said,  iwo  years  kgo,  but  for  the.  circum- 
stances which  he  should  state  to  the  House  when 
ipoce  at  leisure.  The  motion  was  as  follows : 
'  '*  JUaohed,  That  a  comauttee  be  eppbinted  to  inquire 
and .  report  wfiether  moneys  drawn  fioin  the  Tr^asary 
since  the  8d  of  JiCarch,  i801«  have  been  faithlhlly  ex- 
pended on  the  objects  for  which  they  wereappropriAted, 
and  whether  the  same  have  been  regularly  aoeeunted' 
for!** 

PROSECUTIONS  FOR  LIBSL. 

The  Spbak]bb  presented  a  memorial  of  Maftbew 
Lyon,  of  Kentucky;  stating  that,  whllst«  member 
of  the  House  of  ^Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  frooi  the  State  of*  Vermont,  ha  waa  iile- 

fally  tried  and  found  guilty^  under  a  charge  of  s^ 
ition,  and  fined  the  sum  of  oiia  thousand  dollars 
and  imprisoned  twelve  inontht^  and  pcayiog.that 
the  aaid  fipe  may  be  jrepaid,  with  interest,  together 
yrUh  "his  pay  as  a  member  of  Congress,  which  was 
withheld  during  bis  confinement. 
The  petition  being  read, 
Mr.  Naw  moved  that  it  be  referred,  with  the 
acconapanying  documents,  to  the  Committee  of 
Qlaims. 

Mr.  BAsafiTT  was  opposed  to  this  refjcreniSe. 
If  the  petitioner  had  any  claim  upon  (he  United 
Statea^  it  must  be  on  the  "ground  that  the  law 
under  which  he  was  convicted  was  unconstitu- 
tional. A  claim  of  this  kind  could  not  be  recog- 
nised by  that  committee.    He  thought,  therefore, 


it  would  b^  mor^  proper  to  refer  this  petition  to 
a  select 'committee.  This  was  desirable  also 
from  the  consideration  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  is  geirerally  oveyburdened  With  business. 
'  Mr.  MgKeb  could  not  distinct! v  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia ;  but  he  understood  him  as 
recommending  a  reference,  of  th(s  petition  to  a 
select  committee,  in  preference  to  \he  Committee 
of  Claims.  He  had  no  ebjection  to  such  a  dis- 
position of  it,  though  it  appeared  to  him,  as  a 
claim,  to  be  a  proper  subject  for  the  Committee 
of  Claims*  Tne  petitioner  doe3  not  ask  fpr  a 
gratuity  from  the  Government,  but  a  repaymant 
of  money  Which  he  states  to  bave  been  impro- 
perly paid  intothe  cofiers  of  the  United  States  in 
the  forin  of  a  fine.  Whether  the  claim  be  well 
founded,  (»  otherwise,  remains  for  the  committee 
to  decide.     .      , 

i^T.  Nfiir  said,^  H  having  been,  represented  to 
him,  that  it  would  be  most  proper  to  refer  the 
petition  tp  a  select  committee,  he  would  so^change 
his.motipn..       .  '         ' 

Mr.  Randolph  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that*  at  the  first  session  of  Cphgress, 
under  the  Administration  of  the  present  Presi- 
dent, the  session  which  met  in  May^  1809,  a  com- 
mittee was  raised  ''to  inquiie  whether,  any,  and 
'  what  prosecutions  had  been  instituted  before  the 
^  couru  of  the  United  Statei^  for  libels  at  common 
Maw,  and  to  report  such  provisions  as  in  their 
'  opinion  may  be  necessary  for  securing  the  frea- 
<  doin  of  speech  and  of  the  press."  Congress  ad- 
journed after  a  short  session  in  June.  The 
chairman  of  that  ^committee  was  directed  to  ad- 
dress letters  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  courts  in 
which  sifch  prosecutions  had  be^n  commenced. 
To  aome  of  these  letters  answers'  were  received 
after  the  adjournment.  These  answers  received 
in  tbie  recess  (all  except  one,  which  the  chair- 
man had  found  amongst  his  private  papers  since 
the  meeting  of  the  present  sesstQn)  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  in  whosf  pos- 
session it  is  presumed  they  ndw  are.  The  chair* 
man  of  that  comniittee,  at  the  twp  succ^ding 
sessions,  was,  by  the  visitatign  of  dod,  and  from* 
circumstances  without  his  control,  for  the  first 
time  since  h<s  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this 
floor,  prevented  from  attending  to  hi3  duty  till 
the  sessions  bad  considerably  advanced,  other- 
wise he  wphld  .have  felt  it  obligatory  on  him  to 
have  calledi  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  sub- 
ject. It  ^ms  bis  intention,  at  the  present  session, 
without  knowing  anything  of  this  petition,  to  • 
have  callied>  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it, 
dmongst  others,  at  an  early  day.  He  thought  it 
behooved  this  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic 'purse  and  public  weal,  to  talce  care  that  the 
stream  of  public  justice,  be" preserved  pure  and 
fVee  from  pollution;  and  Whether  persons  have 
suffered  bv  prosecutions  under  the  sedition  law. 
or  under  the  conundn  law  of  England — not  the 
common  law  of,  the  States,'  as  modified  by  the 
laws  of  the. United  States  in  their  corporate 
capacity— he  was  for  affording  them  relief.  He 
wished  to  see  if  any  of  our  citizens  had  received 
injury  from  prosecutions  of  this  kind;  and,  if  they 
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had.  to  redress  the  i^roog  by  such  a  prospective 
measure  as  may  preretit  a  recurrence  of  similar 
mischief. 

It  seems  idle,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  any  man  to  vp- 
dertake,  by  statute,  to  do  that  which  th^  Great 
Charter  of  our  ConfederatioD  has  endeavored  to 
Mo  in  vain.  It  is,  it  appears,  impossible  lo  pre- 
veiit  men,  Ijieated  by  party,  atid  seeking  only  the 
gratification  of  their  own  passions,  from  tramp- 
ling in  the  dust  the  charter  which  we 'have 
swora  to  support;  for  though  our  Constitution 
has  saidy  in  the  broadest  terms  which  our  lan- 
guage knows,  that  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press  shall  not  be  abridged;  men  have  been 
found  so  lost  to  all  ^ease  of  their  country's  good, 
as  to  pass  the  act,  commonly  called  the  sedition 
act,  and  to  send  out  our  judges  to  dii$pense,  not 
law,  but  pjlitics  from  the  bench*  tt  would  seem 
idle  to  attempt  to  prevent)  by  statutory  provis- 
ions, similar  abuses.  But  though,  formed  a?  we 
are,  we  cannot  attaiii  perfection,  we  unght,  in- 
imitation' of  a  divine  example,  to  as{)ire  to  it,  and 
endeavor  to  preserve  in  purity  the  great  Magna^ 
Charta  of  our  country. 

This  subject,  Mr.  r!  said,  might  appear  frivo- 
lous to  bthers.  He  knew  that  men  intent  on 
worldly  things,  with  their  snouts  grovelling'in  the 
mud,  who  hold  everything  but  sordid  pelf,  and 
still  more  disgraceful  office,  as  dross  atid  du^t, 
would  not  think  it  worth  while  to  attebd  to 
things  ofthis  kind.  Nor  did  he  Wish  ta  set' him- 
self up  for  a  political  Pharisee,,  and  thank  God 
that  he  was  not  as  other  men  are.    ' 

Mr.  R.  mov^d  to  amend  the  reference,  by  vlM- 
.ing  to  it  the  foUowipg : 

"With  instructions  to  inquire  Whether  any,  and 
what,  prosecutions  have  been-  instituted  before  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  foi^  libels,  vnder  the  sedi- 
tion law  or  the  common  law,  and  by  what  authority ; 
and  to  make  auch  provisions  as  they  may  deem  peoea- 
•ary  for  aecariag  the  freedom  of  speech  and  ef  the 
preas." 

Mr.  R.  hoped  this  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to;  for,  said  he,^it  is  evident  that  when  we  came 
into  power,  when  we  succeeded  tb  our  predeces-. 
sors,  (^oper  measures  were  Qpt  tak^n  for  purifying 
the  violent  temper  of  the  day— for.  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  prosecutions  of  this  icind.  He 
recollected  having  heard,  at  the  close  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  secomi  President  of  the  United 
States,  one  6f  the  most  beautiful  pieces  of  deelam- 
aUoD,  from  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
.whieb  he  had  ever  heard,  in  which  he  conjured 
the  House  to  re-enact  the  sedition  act,  because, 
said  he,  we  are  about  to  surrender  the  Qovern- 
ment  into  the  hands  of  men  in  whom  we  have 
no  confidence,  and  I  wish  to  retain  this  law  as 
our  shelter,  because,  by  this",  if  we  are  prosecuted 
for  a  libel,  we  can  give  the  truth  in  evidence. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  listened  to  the  gentleman,  biift  he 
thought  he  was  talking  for  iailcing's  sake.  He 
did  not  believe  that  himself  believed  a  word  of 
what  he  said.  Mr.-  R.  did  not  suppose  that  a 
prosecution  at  common  law,  for  a  libel,  could 
take  place  under  a  Republican  Administration. 
He  thougrht  the  gentleman  was  making  the  best 


apology  he  could  for  the  'sedition  law,  and  that 
he  was  glad  tp  find  himself  in  a  minority  on  his 
motion,  tor  continuing  it.  Bat^  said  he,  experi- 
ence teacheih.  I  "find  it  possible  even  for  the 
Pharisees  themselves  sometimes  to  slide,  some- 
times to  fall.  He  tbougfct  it  due  to  our  country, 
and  to  ours^lvte,  that  whatever  abuses  exist, 
without  stopping  to  inquire  whetlier  the  sufferer 
be  a  Catholic  or  a  Protestant,  a  Federalist,  a 
Democrat,  or  a  Monarchy  man.  to  redress  the 
wrong.  What  would  be  said  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice in  a  «ase  of  murder  ?  Ifwould  not  be  thought 
worth  while  io  inquire  what  was  the  offender's 
^politics,  or  whether  honest,  or  the  coiHrary.  He 
considered  honest  men  ,as  of  right  polities.  It 
\infortiHiate)y  happens-,  said  he,  that  ^ome"  men 
make  .up^in  zeal  what  thej^  know  themselves  to 
be  deficient' in  honor  atid  honesty. 

The- amendment  was  agreed'to  and  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  a  coii^mittee  of  seven,  oonsiMiog 
of  Mr.  New.  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr; 'WaraHT,.  Mr. 
Thoov,  Mr.  WHiTEHiLt,  Mr^Mo^ELET,  and  Mr. 
CooKE.  « 


TauRSDAT,  November  14. 

Another  member,' to  wit :  John  CLOPXiON,  from 
Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  look  his  seat. 
.  Mr.  Ahea,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  eighth  instant,  presented  a  bill  providing*  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana; 
which  w«5  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Coni- 
mittee  oTthe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

MrrWiDOEnv,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  ttie  eleventh  instant,  present'ed  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  of  holding  one  of  the  terms  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  .the  District  of  Maine*;  which  wa» 
read  twice  and'  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow..     . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  a.coiamiuee  w«s 
appoidted  to  pre|iare  i^nd  report  such  standing 
rotes  and  orders  of  procedifig  as- ere  proper  to  be 
observed  in  thie  Hou^e. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr,  Bib«,  Mr.  ^uiNCT.aod  Mr.  Fjndlst, 
were  appoiaied  the  said  GomanUtej^. 

Mr*  Rhea,  moved  the  following.  reaolutioD : 

RmiHd,  That  the  ComnHtee  of  Oenimeree  attd 
MaAalaotutea  be  uutiticted  to  inquii»  into  the  corpe^- 
•noy  of  laying  additional  dotisa  on  all  ooane  mmnute- 
tuica  or  flax  and  hemp. 

Mr.  CoNorr,  moved  the  foHowiog  resolation : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ,of  Conunerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquure  into  the'ezpe- 
diency  of  encouraging  the  culture  of  hempen  goods, 
"either  by  protecting  duties,  or  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation, into  the  United  States  and  its  Territories,  of 
hemp,  or  goods  manufaetoptd-firom  it;  and  tfiat  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  6rdered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  th^  united  States  to 
cause  to  be  opened  a  road  frotai  the  Northern  line 
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established  by  the  Treaty  of  Gre^avlHe,  where  the 
United  StateA'  roai-from  Vinceinies  meets  the  said 
iine,  to  the  North  Beod,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
with  leare  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  JfNNitvbs,  Mr.  Nbw,  aod  Mr.  Morbow, 
were  appointed-  the  eommittee. 


V  FawiiT,  November' 15. 

Mr.  PiOKENB  presented  a  petition  from  inhabi- 
tants'in-ihe  western  partofNorthCarolina.com- 
plainini^  of  mischief  occasioned  bv  the  settlement 
of  white  person^  on  the  lAnds  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dian».~^Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  • 

Mr.  Babsett,  on  account  of  the  state  of  his 
health,  begged  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 
Committee  of  Chumv,  declaring  that  he  was^uo- 
able  xo  attend  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  the 
Chairman  of  thai  important  committee.  Bx-' 
eawd. 

Mr.  BuTi^BR  also  wished  to  be  excused  from 
'  aerving  on  the  sam>B  commiUee.    H^  waa  also 
exons(Ml.  . ' .    ' 

Mr»  D.  R.  Wi^LiAMB  said,  out  oflcourtesy,  he 
had  vQied'ia  the  majority  on  th^  qaestiods  which 
ha^  just  been  decided ;  but  he-  was  apprehensive 
he  imd^don^  wrong,  and  mo Ved  for  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  qtiestion.  He  hoped  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  would  .consent  lo  retain 
his  situation,  aod  attempt  to  do  the  busuoess  to 
\rhicU  he  had  been'  appointed.  He  was  fearful 
that  'his  relioquishing  his  pest,  would  be  attended 
with  bad  consequences.  No  doubt  his  relinquish- 
ment had  occasioned  his  colleague  to  beg  lo  be 
excused.  He  hoped  that  both  gentlemen  would 
eonsent  lo  retain  their  eituatioDs. 

After  an  expkinatroii  from  Mr,  BASSETr,  that 
he  was  really  unable  to  endure' the  necessary  fa-^ 
tigoe  oi  the  busiiiess ;  and  from  Mr.  Butler  that 
he  had  served  se vera f  years'  on  this  comVnKtee, 
aod  that  he  expected  shortly  to  be  under  the 
necessity  of  Raking  leave  of  absence  j  the  motion 
for  reconaideration  was  withdrawn. 

Mr*  ^irnfOT  presented  the  pNetition  of' Aaron 
Baldwin,  praying  for  the  reihission  of  certain  for- 
feitures which  he  ha^  incurred  utfder  the  restric- 
tive laws.-^Referred.    • 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  a  bill  extending  the  tipe 
lor  opeoiog  the  aeveral  land  offieea  in  tira  Temto- 
ry  or  OrieaQe.— Twice  reid  and  eommitted.  - 

A  bill  was  reported  to  authorize  a  public  road 
from  a  point  in  the  north  line  estahlished  by 
the  Treaty  of  Oreeoville,  where  the  United  States' 
foad  from  Viacennes  meets  the  said  line  to  tl^e 
North  Bend,  in  tfie  State  of  Ohio,  which  '^s 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  alt^iag  the  time  of  holding  one 
of  the  terms  of  the  United  States'  courts  in  the. 
District  of  Maine,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

-  INDIAN.  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.*  RliEA  propbaed  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption : 

**  lUsohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  diose  parta  of 


the  States  and  Tenritories  of  the  United  St^it^s,  to 
which -the  Indian  titia  is  not  extinguished)  in  such 
manher  as  that  all  white  persons  residing  within  any 
of  the  said  parts  o/  the  United  States  may  and  shall  be 
liable  to  tJia  operation  of  those  laws.''  • 

Mr.  R.  added,  that  if  the  petitions  which  bad 
this  morning  been  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  had  been  read,  the  necessity 
of  taking  some  measure  similar  to  the, one  which 
he  proposed,  would  have  been  evident  to.eVery 
member  of  tne  House,  as.the  Indian  countries  are 
become  an  asylum  for  persons  guilty  of  every 
enormity.'  ' 

Mr.  PicKEits  stated,  that  if  any  doubt  existed  as 
to  the  promriety  of  passii»tf  this  resolution,  he 
would  call  tor  the  reading  of  the  petitions  which 
he  had  presented.  -  '    ^  , 

Mti  Wright  had  some  doubts  whether  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  did  not  at  present  extend  to 
cases  of  this  kind,  and  wished  the  resolution  to 
lie  on  th«  table  until  the  .'subject  could. be  looked 
into. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  a  case  had  lately  occurred  in 
the  State  of  Ijleorgia,  which  showed  the  necessity 
of  some  farther  provision  on  this  subject.  A  mur- 
der of  a  most  atrocious,  kind  bac(.  been  committed 
within  the  Indian  country ;  the  parties  were  taken 
near  the  ^pot,  and  brought  before  the  Federal  au- 
thority in  Georgia;  and  upon  a  question  of  juris- 
diction, the  judges  decided  that  the  court  had  no 
authority  in  the  case,  in  a  similar  instance,  the 
offenders  were  brought  before  the  State  authori- 
ties, which  determined  in  the  sam^jway,  and  the 
offenders,  of  bourse,  were  in  both  cases  discharged. 

Mr.  Gkunot  was  of  opinion  that  the  United 
Slates  courts  had,  at  present,  complete  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  criminal  cases  which  might  arise  with- 
in the  Ihdian  boundary,  the  case  cited  by  thegen- 
tlemao  from  Georgia  nothwithstanding ;  but  he 
supposed  the  ot^ect  of  this  resoluiipn  was  to  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  the  law  at  present  in  civil  cases. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  had  no  doubt  but  the  courts  of 
fhe  United  States  had  jurisdiction  of  criminal  of- 
fencesj  committed  withjin  the  Indita  boundary. 
Congress,  at  ^heir  first  session,  made  nrovision  for 
t^e  puniahnfent  of  offenders  charged  with^ mur- 
der, piracy,  &c.,  committed  on  the  high  seas  or 
without  the  territorv  of  the  United  States.  But 
the  difficulty  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  exited.  Persons  who  have  committed 
petty  offences  and  debtors  go  over  to  the  Indian 
territory,  where  the  law  cannot  reach  them.  He 
doubted  whether  the  resolution  was  calculated  to 
reach  this  object,  and  therefore  wished  it  to  lie  on 
the  table  that  it  might  be  amended. 

Mr.  Rhea  hoped  he  mighH  be  permitted  to  judge 
for  himself  whether  the  resolution  which  he  had 
offered  was  calculated  td  accomplish  the  object 
wi^ich  he  had  in  view.  His  colleague  had  inti- 
mated that  the  laws, at  present,  extend  to  crimi- 
nal offences,  though  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  stated  ^  case  in  which  the  judges  had  deter- 
mined otherwise.  This  shows,  at  least,  that  the 
law  wants  revision,  not  only  with  respect  to  crito- 
inal,  but  civil  matters.  He  had  drawn  the  reso- 
lution in  the  most  general  terms. 
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^1r.  Bibb  could  Dot  conceive  how  the  jadges  of 
the  Federal  Court,  in  thc^  case  he  had  ciied,  could 
have  decided  as  th^  did  with  the  law  which  had 
been  referred  to  before^  them.  Perhaps  it  might 
have  arisen  from  a  claase  of  the  Constitution^ 
which  directs  that  jurors  shall  be  drawn  fro'm  the 
district  where  the  offence  is  committed. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DOMESTIC  MANUFACTURES, ' 

Mr.  Rhea  called  up  for  consideration  the  reso- 
lution which  he  laid  upon  thctable  yesterday  ^o« 
posing  an  additional  duty  on  coarse  heiap  and  flax. 

The  resolution -was  considered,  and,  on  motion, 
the  words  "  and  cotton^"  wer^  added  to  it,  by  con- 
sent of  the  maver. 

Mr.  Grundy  observed,  that  severjil  detached 
resolutions  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures  had  been  offered  to. the  House.  He 
wished  the  adoption  ofa  proposition  which  should 
include  all  the  manufactures  of  the  country.  He 
hoped  the  present  motion  might  lie  on  the  table  for 
a  few  days,  until -such  a  proposition  cyould  be  pre- 
.pared.  It  is,  said  he,  an  object  of  great  magni- 
tude, when  we  consider  the  vast  sums  of  money 
which  .have  lately  been  vested  in  establishments 
of  this  kind  ;  and  the  present  is  a  favoral)le  ino* 
ment  for  adopting  some  measures  to  give  eur 
manuCactnres  countenance  and  support. 

Mr.  Rbsa  eoutd  not  agree  to  the  proposed  post- 
ponement. He  should  never  obtain  his  object,' if 
he  were  to  agree  to  one  postponement  after  ano- 
ther. His  colleague  could,  at  apy  time,  submit  his 
proposition,  without  hindering  the  progress  of  the 
on^  he  had  introduced. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  propriety  of 
discussing  this  ppopoisition  in  the  House,  ,        ' 

The  SPE4LKER.  decided,  that  though  there  is  a 
rule  of  the  House  whick  says  that  all  proposi- 
tions for  laving  a  tax  shall  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mitted of  the  Whole  ;*  this  resolution,  in  his  opi- 
nion, did  not  come  within  that  rule,  as  it  was 
merely  an  instruction  to  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  additional  tax. 

The  motion,  for  laying  the  proposition' on  the 
table,  was  carried,  51  to  47. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  rose,  and  observed  there  trat  no 
topic  more  impoitant  than  the  protection  of  Amer- 
ican seamen,  and  yet  he  believed  It  would  be 
acknowledged  by  all- who  have  given  considera- 
tion to  the  subject,  that  our  laws  on  thif  subject 
are  materially  defective.  The  object  of  these 
Ivwi  ought  to  be  fwofold ;  in  the  first  place,  for  the 
protection  of  bona  fide  American  citizens,  and 
secondly,  for  the  prevention  of  the  abuse, of  those 
protections  by  citizens  of  other  countries  not  en- 
titled to  them.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  apt 
for  relief  of  American  seamen  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  collectors  to  furnish  certificate's  of  citizen- 
ship in  the  manner  therein  directed ;  l)ut,  owing 
to  an  error  of  Congress,  no  manner  is  prescribed  ; 
and,  of  course,  the  collectors  have  beep  left  to  Ac- 
cept of  such  proof  as  they  deemed  sufficient,  or  to 
act  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treasury,  which,  in  most  ipstane'es,  is  ao  unsafe 
way  of  proceeding.  The  penal  laws  of  the  Uni 
tedStates  provide  no  punishment  for  the  crime  of 
perjury  in  these  cases.  A  repent  instance,  Mr. 
M.  said,  had  occurred  in  the  di:$triot  whicli  be  re- 
presented. Ap  Italian,  not  twenty  days  in  the 
country,  appeared  before  a  notary  public,  claim- 
ing the  rights  of  an  American  sekmen.  He  made 
the  necessary  oaths,  ahd  produced  a  sponsor  who 
swore  that  he  was  born  in  Baltimore.  The  tongoe 
of  the  inati  detected  the  falsehood.  The  eollect- 
or,  with  that  anention  to  bis  duty  for  which  he  is 
so  remarkable,  had.  bpth  seaman  and  sponsor  ap- 
prehended. The  attorney  for  the  district  looked 
into  the  .case,  and  found  the  crime  of  perjury  to 
be,  the  falsely  taking  an  oath  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States;  bat  as  the  Taw  was 
defective,  aa  above  stated,  the  offence  was  boC 
perjury;  The  Attorney  General  i^onfirmed  this 
ooinion.  The  offenders,  therefore,  escaped  pon- 
.isbment.  He  believed  other .  amendpients  nuight 
be  usefully  made  to  the  law  on  this  subject.  He 
coneludedf  by  ofibringthe  folio  wing- resolntion  lor 
adpptioP)  which  was  agreed  to  : 
r  "Rewhid,  That  k  eonunittee'be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and'  report  whether  any^and  wlmt  amendmenta 
are  DAcessaiy  to 'the  iaWs  of  the  United  States  letaliog 
to  the  .protection-  of  American  seamen ;.  and  ttutt  the 
Y^ommittee  haveleave  to  report  1^^  biH  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  ^IiLNOR,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Rbbd,  Mr.  Bas- 
8BTT,  and  Mr.  Pitkin,  were  appoimed  the  com- 
mittee. 

3id(oNDA7,  November  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeb,  the  Commiltee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provision  ought  to  be  ouide  respecting  the  loca- 
tion of  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  west  of  the 
boundary  line  designated  by  the  act  of  the  third 
of  March,  1894,.  with  leave  tq  report  by  bill,  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  SsYBEST  presented  the  petition  of  shot* 
manofacxurens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  pro- 
tection* < 
.  Mr.  MiTCHtLL  pre8entc;d  the  petitiolk  of  James 
Forredt,  of  New  York,  merchant,  statins  that  he 
had  debts  owing  to  him  in  the  British  lYeat  India 
I&laitds,  to  the  amount  of  twentv-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  praying  to.be  allowed  to  import  pro- 
duce from. them  to  that  amount. — Reterred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On.  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  presented 
last  session  on  the  subject  of  a'  new  jail  at  Alex- 
andria, wad  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow^  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the.  committee  appointed  on 
the  Uth  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  pecitioD  of 
the  inhabicants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  relates  to 
the  opening  of  a  certain  road  to  Vincennes,  be 
instructed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law,  for  laying  out  two  roads',  aeree- 
abiy  to  the  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribeslield 
at  6rownstown  in  1808. 

Mr.  Rbea  called  for  the  consideration  oi  the 
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rcsolutioQ  which  be  had  laid  upon  the  table  a  feV   foilonriDg  session  of  Confess,  the  person  Who 


days  ago,  for  instructiog  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce i^nd  Manufkctures  to  inquire  iato  ih^  ex- 
pedieDcy  of  encduragio^ '  the  mi^nufactare  of 
coarse  kemp)  flax,  and  oottop  ^  Which  being  agreed 
to,  aome\  desultory  debate  took  place  for  and 
against  agreeing  to  the  cesQlution.*  It  was  objectr 
ed  to,  because  that  committee  had  already  the 
subject  pf  manufactures  generally  referred  to  it. 
and  it  was  unneCtessary  to-give'them  anjr  special 
instructions.  In  support  of  thisresoiution,  it  wa^ 
said  to  be  a  common- practice  to  send  instructions. 
to  comuritte^s;  thai  it  iiad  been  done^a  few  days 
ago,  to  this  cbmoittee,  in  relation  te  the  encbuV- 
agement  of  iron  mtenlactures ;  tbat^  .without  such 
special  itistructiant,  the  eo^untuee  oU^lit  not 
imre  their  .attentioa  called  to  the  articles  in  ques- 
tion ;  and,  besides .  this,  it  was  wished  that  tb^ 
Hbuaaaliottld,  by  such  reference,*  cTince  their  dis- 
position to  encourage  the  loanufactures  bf.our. 
ctfiuotry.. 

After  the  debate  bad  progressed  for  some  time, 
Mr.  Sm^lib  moved  ihat  the  resolution  lie  <m  the 
table,  which  Was  agreed  to — ayes €9.' 

'  The. House  went  into  a  Committee,  on  niotion 
of  Mc.  Moaaow,  on  tba  bill  etteddine  the  time 
for  Qpenlng  the  land  ^office  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  The  Committee  reportectthe  hill  with- 
.out  amendqient,  and  it  waS' ordered  to1)e  en- 
grossed for  a  third  readlpg. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Findlbt^  th«  following  reso- 
lution w;as  agreed  to*: 

i?e#Q/ve<i,  That  the  Committee  of  EleotioHs 
be  instcucted  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  re^- 
Dlating  .the.  proceedings,  hnd  taking  evidence  in 
cases  of  contested  elections  of-  members  of  this 
House.   ;  •       ' 

BxpjBirorrufliB  of  public  monbt. 


was  appointed' chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
.first  session,  was  uoahle  to  attend;  but  it  was  a; 
gcatiflqatron  to  him  to  find,  that  the  subject  was 
takeki  nud  by  an  honorable  colleague  of  his,  to 
\i(hom  the  State  of  Virginia  liad  been  more  than 
once  indebted  for  the  luminous  reports  on  her 
fiscal  Qoncerns:  but  nothing  was  effected*    To 
show  how'different  th^  information  receired  was, ' 
from  that  asked  for,  Mr.  R.  proposed  to  read  a 
short  letter.    The  object  of  tne  committee  was, 
tp know  in  what  way. the  Puraers.of  the  Navy 
received  their  money,  and  what  was  the  amount 
of  their  emolutnents.    Theanswer  ihey  receire^ 
stated  "  tha^  the  advances  made  to  Pursers  are  by 
wairaiits  drawn  on  th6  Treasury,  sometimes  hf 
Navy  "agents,"  4^    We  inquire^  said  he,  what 
were  their  emoluments,  other  than  those  allowed 
hjtlaw?.  Answer;  fUheyartscffitym  a  certain  per 
ceatage  upon  «^p^  detailed  to  the  seaoaen.''    It 
may  aot  be  amiss,  said  Mr.  R.,  to.infornl  country 
gehilejUen;  that,  by  eU^pe,  are  meant  ready^madk 
jclothingjvdbc.    rt  was.  scarcely  po<^ible  to  have 
given  a'piore  evasive  aoswer:  •  i^e  asked,  What 
were  their  ^mohimentsl    They  answer,  ^'a  cer- 
''taiik  per  cantage  fixed  by  the  de^tment;"  but 
what  t]|a*t  per  cent  was,  the  dommittee  wa»left 
^o  find  out  by  io'stinpU    It  bad*,  been  understood 
that  larg^  sui^'of  iponey  were  advanced  to  these 
Pursers,  who  laid  it  oat  in  slops,  which  they,  re- 
tailed to  the  seamen  ^%  an  advance,  in  some  in- 
AtBAces,'  of  twnaty  per  cent !   This  was  a  fact,  Mr. 
R.  saij^,  which  Ought'  to  be  looked  into.    It  was 
-essential  to  the  .reputatioq  of  the  GoVerninent, 
essential  to  its  hoaor^  indispensable  to  the  fair 
fame  of  thpse  who^ad minister  the  finances  pf  the 
Uaited  SuteS,  that  abuses,  su<;h|iB  thase^  should 
be  pcebed  to  the  quick,  to  show  to  the  world,  that^ 
if  we  cannot  govern  the  great  beasts,,  the  malA- 


the  resolutioQ  whiQh  he  laid  on  the  table  some 
day^  a^o,  directing  the  appointment  of  a  conifllit- 
tee  to  inquire  into  the.exnenditure  of  public  m'o- 
n^y  i  which,' being  agreeu  to,  Mr.  R.  trusted  there- 
would  be  i^  djffefenoe  of  opinion  as  to  the  pro^ 
priety  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution.  But,  before 
the  vote  was  taken,  he  would  state  ro  the  House, 
by  way  of  explanation,  the  i^esuU  of  a.former  in- 
quiry. At  the  first  sessioii  of  the  11th  Congress, 
a  report.of  a  committee  was  madcyin  part,  on  this 
aabject.  [This  report  Mr.  R.read.  It  states  that, 
owing  "tuth^  sbprteessof  the  session,  complete- 
information  on  the  subject  could  not  be  obtained.]' 
As  the  session  lasted  but  six  w^eks,  the  committee 
had  no  reasaa  to  couphia  that  the  inforniation 
required  was  not  obtained^  An  expectation  ufas 
entertained  that  it -would  be  given  at  the  next 
•esaion.  But  the  comuiittee'have  reason  to  com-, 
plain  that  the  informatioil  virhi^h  was  given,  was 
altogether  difierent  from  that  which  was  asked. 
This  was  represented  to  the  departmtent8,.and^a 
more  satisfactory  veport  was  promised  at  the  en- 
suing session.-  Mr.  R.  said,  the  course  pursued 
at  the  first/session,  under'  the  present  President, 
had  been  the  same  which  was  adopted  at  the 
qiose  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration*  At  t^e 
12th  Coy.  Lit  S£$s.— 12 


Mr.  Randolph  ^sked'for  the  cdnsideratioaof'  moths  of  th^  forest,' we  can,  at  l^ast,  pQisentfae 


fflta.  Arid  whosemoney,  asked  Mr/R.  is  this?.  It  is 
the  pet/pie's  mone^ ;  it  comes  from  the  pock^  ot 
th^peopleof  tbeUnited  State^.  When  hesp<^eof 
thisabuse  of  public  mQuey,  he  wished  no  gentleman 
to  understand  him  as  speaklaj^  of  the  abuse  under 
this,  thai,  or  the  other  President  of  the  United 
States,  He  considered  them  all  as  of  one  descrip- 
tion of  people ;  and  it  was  not  less  necessary  to 
guard  against  abuses  in  a  country  where  the 
President  i&  elected  by  (he  people,  than  in  a  coun- 
try  Where  he  is  pot  over  themi  H?  would,  dare 
Vo  Question  the  iDfallibility  oCall,  and  look  upoa 
fill  with  jealousy  and  distrust.  He  wished  no% 
however,  to  be  chai^  with  thai  mistaken  ap^ 
tHMJitioa  to  ihe  Qoverninent,  which  determiDes  to 
exbihit  abiises  fotr  the  sake  of  doing  so ;  or  with 
*sbattintr  his  eyes  to  the  abases  of  T^Aoitooa,- while 
tbev  are  open  to  the  abuses  of  JbAo.  Mr.  R.  sikid, 
he  had  no  interest,  distinct  from  the  interest  of 
his  country.  With  respect  to  prince?  and  poten- 
tates, the  only  favor  he  had  to  ask  of  them,  was, 
that  thev  would  keep  their  hands  out  of  his  pocket 
and  off  nis  person,  and,  to  use  a  homely  phrase^ 
^.Mf  they  would  let  him  alone,  he  would  let  them 
alone." 
'  .Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  R.  asked  the 
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Hoase  if  it  were  not  necessaiy.  for  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  to  probe  iota  this  busioess?  He 
wished  to  state,  before  be  sat  down,  that  i)e  bad 
learnt,  soon  after  the  j>resent  Secrstary  of  the 
Navy  came  into  office,  the  per  cenlage^of  the 
Parsers  wasjreduced  from  twenty  to  four  or  flye 

•  per  cent.  >.  ',       . 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 

•  a  committee  of  seven  appointed,  as  follows: 
Messrs.  Randolph,  Gold,  McKim,  BoBEBT^, 
JoBNSON,  Law,  and  Widoeby. 

OOMlfODORB  WHIPPLE. 

On  fflotron  of  Mr.  TALL^ADQE^tbe  House  Went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States.  The  Committee 
filled  up  the  blanks,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Rouse,  Some* opposition  was  made  to  its  pas- 
sage, OTt  the  ground  that,  if  any  provision  was 
made  for  those  Revolutionary  services,  it  ought 
to  be  done  generally,  and  not  ^debt  Individual 
eases,  when  there  were  many  others  equally  hard. 
In  favor  of  the  bill,  it  was  sa^id,  this  being  the 
case  of  a  sea-^officer,  for  which  no  provision  had 
'b^n  made  at  the  close  of  the  war,  no  Injury  cpuld^ 
arise  from  the  precedent;  that  it  was  a  case  sim- 
ilar to  Comraod(yre  HardiVs.  wji'o  had  been  al- 
lowed a  pension  from  the  fund  which  had  been 
provided  by  law  in  1800,  .from  the  Qovernjnent'i 
ahare  of  prized  takecT  at  sea,  from  which  this  al- 
lowance was  meant  also  to  be  taken.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed — yeas  71,  nays  34',-  as 
follows : 

Yit AS— Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Jotiah 
Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
BteeekOT,  Jamas  BredLsniidge,  William  Butler,  John 
C  Oalhom,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cliev6#, 
JMUurtia  Chittenden*  Maitbew  Qlay^  John  Claptqa, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jvn.,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  damuel  Hmsmoor,  Elias  iBade, 
William  ^y,  Janes  Bmott,  James  Fisk«  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Petanoa  Goodw^^n, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  A.  Harper,  John  P.  Hun^^* 
ford,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Josofth  Kent,  Abner  Lar 
cock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  inn.,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston*  William  Lowndes,  WiQiam 
IMcCo^,  Samuel .  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
IMitchdl,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsbj,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Wflliam- Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  James  PleasanU,  iun.,  Peter  B.  Pbrter, 
William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John' Sevier,  Adam 
liBSrhert,  Philip  Stuart,  SHas  Stow»  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
liamnel  Taggart,  Benjaiiiin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  TaH- 
«lan,  Uii  Tracy,  G^rge  M.  Troapt  Pierre  Tan  Cort- 
landt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wil- 
ion,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright^71. 

Nats-— WilKs  Alstoii,  Wilham  AndersonV  Daniel 
Avery,  Eseklel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb/  Thomsa 
BlouBt,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Bngham,  Robert  BrowUr 
William  A.  Barwell,  William  Crawfbrd,  Roger  Davis, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  William  R.  Ring,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aacon.Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,.  Josiah  Qoincy.  John 
Rhea;  Joiialhan  RoberU,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Bbenezer 


Seaveis  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Siaith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Charles  Turner,  jnn.,  Robert  WhttehiU, 
and  David  R.  William/^-^^. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that,  as  there  appeared  a 
large  majority  in-  favor  of  this  claim,  ne  would 
offer  a  resolution,  which  he  hoped  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  House :  «        '      ' 

^  Resolve4,  That  a  commiUee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  proviaion  by  law 
for  the  relief  of  infirm  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers .  of  the  late  Revolutionary  army,  and  of  the 
present  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  report  J>y  bill 
or  otherwise." 
•  Ordered' to  lie  bn  the  table. 

ToBeoAT)  November  19. 

Mr.GBoi«fiON  and^Mr.  Sage  Were  appointed  oa 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
BAB8£TT.and  Mr.  Butlbr^  who  were  excused 
from  serving  on  tbat  committee. 

Mr.  Jennings  offered  the  following  resolotimi 
to  ^he  consideration  of  the  flptise,  which  was 
agreed^o:  . 

Utiqlvedj  That  the  Oommttteeofi  Pobik  Lands 
be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  attacbin^^  td  the  district  of  Jeffer- 
son rille,  so  much  tjf.  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States  at  Fort  Wa^ne,  on  ihcSOth  of  September, 
1809,  as  lies  adjoining  to  the  said  district,  and  east 
of  the  second,  principal  meridian  established  ta 
the  Indiana  Tenritory.      ' 

Mr.  Sbavea  presented  a.  petition  from  certain 
merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Pitkin  from 
others  of  Connecticut,  prayinf  for  leare  to  import 
good^  ordered  from  England  oefore  the  Presidents 
proclamation  was  issued. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

-vThe  following  engrossed  bills  weire  rend  a  third 
time  and  pa^si^  viz :  A  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  land  QflSqes  established  in 
the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  and  a  bill  fbr^tbe  relief 
of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Dawson  called  up  for  consideration  theres- 
olmion  which  he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table, 
for  appointing  k  select  committee  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law  for 
infirm,  disable^d,  and,  sqperannuated  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the'  Revolutionary  and  present  Army. 
It  was  considered  and  agreed  to,  withonra  divi- 
sion. The  committee  consists  of  seven  members. 
vi7 :  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Blount*  Mr.  BuTLnn,  Mr. 
Davenport,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  GoLn,  Mr.  Fiax. 

TERRITORY  OP  LOUISIANA. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  R^ea,  the  Rouse  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the.  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  The 
bid  being  read  by  paragraphs,  Mr.  Fisk  moved  to 
Strike  out  the  words  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill, 
.which  makes  ;t  necessary  fbr  persons  to  be  iii  pos- 
session of -a  freehold  to  have  a  right  to  vote.  This 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  prin- 
ciple, in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  in  which 
he  advocated  the  freehold  qualification  for  voters. 
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ThO' motMMi  was  apposed -i|lso  by  Mr. -Rhea.. as' 
unaed^aaiy  for  ttie  attainment  of  the  inover'a 
^ect;  as  be  slated  If^^  I|aalificati6a  ifot  Voters 
was  iwofoki— oii«  was  tbe  pofsetaioo'  o^  afr^e* 
ho^d,  tht  '0ib<*r  a  reatdenee  of  a:  year  pr^Tiodvto 
tfae-tim»  of  eke^ioih 

M'r.^PoiifBfe^tKR laadea, motion,  which  soper- 
.  aede'd  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont^  to 
atrike  oof  ail  rlnt  part  of  the  see'tion  which  de- 
Ifined  the  ^oalifitation  of  voters,  and  insert,  ^  every 
HhBe  white  male  eltieen-  residing  in  the  satd  Ter** 
ritonr^who  sball  kave-^ttained-tbea^eofiwenty- 
^e  veftra,'aad'paid  a  tax:"  •  ^ 

'  Tnisam0iid«ftDtwasdebatedttHth«QSQarhour 
of  adjonrnmenl,  when  the  Committee  rose  with- 
out-taking  the  question,  mndobtai^^d  leave  to  ait 
agafn.  - 

Thia  ddJnte,  tboogb  protracted  to  considerable' 
length,  embraced  a-  rery  narrow  qtlestipa,  vis : 
#bethc^  ills  beta^r  to  jreqaiM|  vp.ters  to  hold  fr^- 
IMd  prapetty,  or  to  *saff»r  every  .man  to  pqtoess 
Ahe  privile^of  voting  who  ha^  arrived  to,  the  age 
of  tweiiTf -bm^  y^n.  As  already  stated^  Mr.  Ran- 
'  noLPli  todk  -the  fii^t  .grc»ond',  and  ihcrpdnoed  the 
pra:cth;e  of  Virginia  to  show  that  it  wab  attended 
With  th«  best  ^ffeats.  Mr.  Fi»k,  Mr.  .Wriqht, 
Mr.  SjHttifi,  and  Mr*  PoniDnrraR,  took  the  oppb- 
aite  side  of  tbe  question;  They  argaei^  tbal  life 
amd  liberty  are  superior  to  property-^that  these 
aredenrer  to  the  poor  man  tjiah  all  the  property 
of  the  ricli.  Mr.  WbIobt  said,  that  tbe  State  of 
Marykind  had  tried  the  property  qualifietftion  for 
roting,  had  foand  it  attedded  with  bkd  effects,  and 
had  oow  abaiidoned  it^'  It  Was  formerly  required 
that  a^Dter  should  bo  possessed  of  property  to  the 
value  of  thitty  potmds*;  so  that  If  it  man  posi^essed' 
a  horse  of  that  valn^,  he  was  entitled  to  a  Vote; 
btic  if  nhe  horae  happened  to  die  before  the  elec- 
tiott,  lie.lost  bis  pHvilege.  which  was  placing  tHje 
Tight  in  tbe  h&rse  instead  of  the  man.  As  toTree- 
hold  qaalificHjti Otis,  they  were  evaded  too  by  deeds 
made  for  tb^  occasion,  which  were  atterward^ 
«an<:elled.  /. 

*  Mfi  RAivnoLPH,  in  dombactin^  th§  princrpfe  of 
noiTernil  suffrage,  said  that  it  was  impossible  for 
-the  gentleman  himself,  (alluclHig  |o  Mr.  Smilis,) 
oar  any  pipin|^bol  member  from,  a  Jacobin  elob-^ 
for  any.  disc^iple  of  fhni  Paine  or  of  the  Devil^ 
te  featry  this  principle  of  eqoalitv  to  itrfaH  extent ; 
fftr  -cvto  they*  must  exclude  IVom  its  operation 
minora  ai^  females.  He  a(so  took  occasion  to. 
•preoounco  a  strong  philippic  against  foreigners. 
having  atiy  part  iii  the  Government.  •  Mr.  Stf  lEte, 
in  hia  rep(y,paid.a  tribute  of  respect  to  tbe  mem- 
ory; of  Paine,  on  account  of  his  valuable  political 
writings,  which  had  been  considered  as  highly/ 
aervieeable  in  the  Revolution,  and  which  would- 
always  be  esteemed  wherever  the  rights  of  inan 
are  understood,  and  reminded  him  of  the  forel^n*- 
lera  wboliad  assisted  in  %hting  out  RevoFution- 
ary  battles.  Mr.  Randolph  justified  his  allusion 
to  Paine;  said'  he  was'  sorr^  the  gentleman  had 
ii<>t  recotfeeted  his  ^*  Age  of  Reason,^  as  well  as 
his  ''Rights  of  Man  ;^'  and  as  to  any  services  which 
he  retidered'  by  his  writings,  he  thought  little  o^ 
them.'    The  heroes  engaged  in  that  great  cause 


did  not  need  the  assiatanee  bfan  fiSnglisb  afdy- 
mdker,  Jn'reply,  Mr.  SmiLib  said^  h^  never  inter- 
fered  with'a;man'«  religious  opinion ;  that  waaa 
private  concern,  which  lay  between  God  and  a 
rqan'Kown  c6ii8efeiice;:and  as  to  the  profession 
of  Pain^,  tbat,*he  apprehended,  would  never  lessen 
the  vaiue.of  his  writings. 


'  WEONfidDAT,  November  20. - 
Another  nieipber,  ta  wit,  AaqaiBAu>  McBstds, 
from  FiTorlh  Carolina,  Appeared,  produced  his  «ra- 
dentiab,  waa  qualified,  aad  teotc  hid  seat: 
. .  Mr#  LtTTLB  preaeatcd  a  memorial  of^tha  vepra- 
sencatives  of  the  religiooa  society  of  Friends,  of 
the  yeaipiy  Qieetiag  h^d  ioP  Baitiaaere,  for  the 
Western  Shote  of  Mary  land,  the  adpracjpt  parte 
ofPennajrivaaiaiVifgipiaj/and  Obip,  stating  that 
an!extensiv^tramc  is  carried  on^in  negroes  and 
people  of  color,  from  tbe  Middle  to  the  Southern 
Sttltes,  in  violation  of  the  law  prohibiting  tbe 
African  stave  trade ;  and  that. many  free  people 
6f  color  are  kidnapped,  carried*  off,  and  held  in 
slavery,  bv  peraonis  engaged  in  the  traffic  above 
mentiofte^,  and  praving  the  interference  of  Con«> 
ffress  therieio.'^Relerred  to'  the  Committee  of 
Comtnerce  and  ManpfActures. 

Mr.  DAWBOit,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighth  instant,  presented  a 'bill  for.  the^ap- 

S^rtionraent  of  representatives  among  the  several 
tates,accorcling  to  the  third  enumeration;  which 
was  read  twice^  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whple  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PdmoBXTBRj)resented'a  petition  of  the  in- 
habiCants  of  West  Florida,  praying,  for  the  -rea- 
tons  therein  stated,  that  West  Florida  be  annexed 
^to,  and  governed  by.  the  laws  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. — Ordered  to  lie  op 'the  table. 
*  Mr.  MiLNOR  stated  that  the  present  compensa- 
don*  to  witnesses  who  are  compelled  to  appear  in 
thdeo^taof  the  United  ^aies  is  very  inadequate. 
Several  distressing  cases  of  tins  kind  bad  occurred 
in  Paaasylvaniai  To  remedy  the.  evil,  Mr.  M. 
proposed  the  adoption  of  ^e  following  resoluiton : 

'^Baohtd^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
/qi^Sre  into-thii  axpsAeaey  of  ptovifing,  by  law,  Ibr  the 
campensatiMi  of  witnasses  hirfd  andar  leeogniisaee  lo 
glre  tsathDaayincriBuaal  pveseoulioas  in  eourlsof  tha 
United  0talta>wiiA  hmf  to  report  by  bill  or  other* 


Agreed  to,  ai^d  k  eommitt^ef  thfeeappoitted, 
Ytz :  Mr.  Milnqr,  hfr.  C^ooi^aoa.  and  Mr.  MbT" 

TauBapAT,  November  91. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  BLidH/L  R.  Pottek, 
from  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  toolc  his  seat. 

Mf.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  John  H. 
and  Joseph  Cresson^  merchants,  of  Pbiladelphiaf 
to-  the  same  effect  witJi  the  petition  of  William 
Dean.— Referred  to  the  Committee X)f  Commerce 
a;id  Manufactures. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tioDs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  Joan  P. 
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HoMOBRPOBD,  i^ade^a  report  thereon ;  which -was 
read,  aod  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  MoB.day  next. 

Mr.  Lbwis  presented  a  petkion  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Joseph 
tlodgsoD. deceased,  praying  compensation  for  the' 
loss  of  a  brick  house,  ihe  property  of  the  petition- 
er's husband,  which  was  leased  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  occupied  as  an  office  for  the  '!IV«r  De- 
partment, and  was  burned  tlown  whilst  in  the 
oecupancy  aforesf  id.-vReferred'to  the  Committee 
ofClaims.  '      '        . 

Mr.  SsTBeBT,  from  the  Committee  of  Rerisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in  part, 
of  anch  matters  of  business  a$  were  aepending 
and  undetermined  at  the  elo^e  of  the  last  session 
of  CoBgreef.— Of dered  to  He  on  the  labie. 

ADDiriONAL  DUTIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Rr£a,  the  House  took  up  for 
consideration  the^  .resolution  which  he  bad  sub- 
mitted some  days  ago,  proposing  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Comnierce  and  Manufactures  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  addi« 
tional  duty  on  c»>arse  manufactures  of  n«mp,  fiax, 
and  cotton. 

This  resolution  produced  s  long  desultory  de- 
bate, which. occulted  the  House  the  whole  of  the 
day,  withouC'comiog  to  any  decision  upon-  \U 

Mr.  STANFoan,  on  the  ground  that  the  *Gom- 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufadtores  had  aU* 
ready  this  subject  under  consideration,  moV^d  an 
indefinite  po$tponement  of  the  resolution. 

This  motion  was  negatived.  58  to  4Sw 

Mr.  King  proposed  an  amendment,    He  ex- 

presaed  himself  rriendly  to  the'  resolution  of  the 

gentlemafi  from  TennesseCj  and  to  the  enconrage- 

,  lAent  of  domestic  .manufactures  generally.    His 

amendment  «^  in  the  following  words: 

*«Aiid  also  into  the  expediency  of  laying  a  duty  on 
die  importataoii  of  aal^  with  authority  to  upon  by  hill* 
or  otherwise."  \ 

Mr.  E.  obserTed,  that  this  was  fin  article  of 
general  consumpcion,  and  its  manufacture  ought 
to  be  encouraged ;.  as  it  was  known  wliat  difficul- 
ties thiscountry  had  experienced, a nd^mi^brt  again 
ctperienee,  when  placcid  in  a  situation  in  wfiich 
a  sufficiency  of  salt  could  not  he  obtained.  He 
koped,  therefore,  hil^  amendtnent  would  be  agreed 
ta 

Mr.  Sniub  was  afraid  the  Home  was  getting 
into  a  practice  that  would  produce  gfeat  trouble 
and  confusion,  by  departing  from  the  usual  and 
settled  mode  of  proceeding.  It  had  always  been 
deemed  irregular,  when  a  subject  was  con[»mitted, 
to  bring  it  forward  in  the  Hotise  before  the  com- 
mittee made  its  report.  Look  at  our  situation, 
said  he.  A  gentleman  proposes  a  tax  on  roahu^ 
ftctoies  61  cotton,  another  on  salt.  £very  gen- 
.'tleman  has  his  favorite  manufacture  which  he 
wishes  encouraged,  so  that  an  a^rmful  of  resolu- 
tions wilt  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  this  com- 
mittee. Mr.  S.  said  be^was  friendljr  to  the  man-s 
aiacturesjof  our  country,  and  was  willing  to  give 
them  every  aid ;  but  he  did  not  wish,  in  doing 
thisi  to  break  through  established  rules.    If  gep- 


tiemen  woqld  sus|>end  their  remark's  on  the  sub- 
ject until  the  Co^amittee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ulhctures  make  their  report,  they  will  then  have 
aiair  opporiunii]^  of  delivering  their,  seintimeots 
fully,  and  of.sqpporting  such  particulav  manufac- 
tureaas  they  may  deem  of  joaost  impoUance  to 
the  coun,nrv.v  He  hoped  that  neither  the  amend- 
ment nor  tne're^dlotion•  would  be  agreed  'to. 

Mr.  Albtojn  considered  the  igen tleman  Xrom 
Pennsylvania  mistaken  as  tq  the  rule  and  practice 
of  the  House.  If  the  doctrine  whicii  «he  aiaia- 
tains  were  correct,  gentlemen  might  be  defeated 
'in  efiecltng  the  objects  which  they  have  in  view. 
It  was  ool^.  to  refer  a  .subjeei  to  a  committee ;  and 
if  a  majority  of  tbi\t  conimitttee  were  unfriendly, 
and  either  »iled  to  report^  or  reported  inimically, 
(he  friends  of  the' measure  might  be. defeated, 
thqugh  there  were  a  majority  ia  the  House  in  iu 
favor..  It  was  a  common  practice,  Mr.  A.  said,  to 
refer  a  subject  generally  to  a  committee,  and 
afterwards  instfdct  ibem,  h^  resolutioo,  as  to  par- 
ticular branches  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  NswTON  (the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Comnierce  and  Manufactures)  said,  the  subject 
of  manufactures  was  considered  as  being  geaer* 
ally  before  them,  and  he  knew  ft  id  be  the  Intea* 
tion  of  the  committee  to  take  up  tb^  matter  com- 
prehensiveljr ;  and  if  any  gentleman  shall  think 
proper  to  give  them  information  respecting  any 
particular  manufacture,  either  orally  or  ia  writing, 
they  will  be  gl^d  to  receive  it.  Mr.  N.  thought 
the  gentleman  from^orth'Carolina(Mr«  Alstoh) 
was  mistaken,  when  he  said  that  a  committee 
'had  the  power  of  defeating  the  purposes  of  meai- 
bers;  because^  wlienever  a  report  was  oOade,  it 
was  in  the  power  of  ^^roajority  of  the  House  to 
aniend  it,  and  make  it  just  what  they  please. 

Mr.  Q^DUfjBY  was  in  favor  pf  th6  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Kino.)  and  thanked  him  for  bringing  it  ibr- 
ward.  Soine  of  his  constituents,  men  who  lived 
on  the  sandbanks  of  the  country,  were  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  and  bad  be^ 
nearly  ruined  by  the  repeal'  of  the  dutf  on  that 
article.  He  was,  friendly  to  a  duty  6n  salt,  as  it 
was  more  equal  and  less  felt  in  the  payment  tbaa 
any  other,  and  he  had  always  thought  it  strange 
that  the  duty  had  been  repealed. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  the  propositidn  to  .tax  this 
necessarv  of  life,  at  a  time  when  it  is  probable  arc 
may  Jnd  a  difficulty  in  procariog  it  in  sufficient 
quantity,  was  very  ilUimed.  •  The  repeal  of  this 
duty  had  been  called  strange.  He  thought  it 
would  have  been  more  stranjae  had  Congress  coa- 
tinned  the  duty  when  the  Treasury  was  aot'  in 
need  of  the  money  arising  from  it.  If  there  was 
any  thing  strange  in  the  business,  it  was  that 
there  should  have  been  any  opposition  to  the  re- 
peal. '  Mr.  M.  agreed  with  the  remark  made  by  a 
gentleman  from  Massachusetu  some  days  ago^ 
that  taxes,  to  be  just,  ought  to  be  equal.  Would 
a  tax  on  salt,  he. asked,  oe  equal'?  It  certainly 
would  not.  People  on  the  seacoast  would  not 
feel  it.  Their  cattle  would  refuse  it,  if  giyeo  to 
them.  The  interior  of  the  country,  the  people 
from  East  to  West,  if  ould  have  to  bear  the  weight 
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of  this  Ui.  But  the  ffentleinaii  .from  Massaehu-^ 
setts  says  the  repealing  pf  this  ddtjT  ruined  his 
«oiiatitoeiits,  who  \\y%  on  the.  saodt^nks  of  the 
ebuD^y.  lie  would  not  consent,  however,  to  tax 
the  people  of  bis  pan  of  the  countrv,  livioff  on 
aandhiUsj- to  suppon  that  gentieman's  saodbtak 
constituents.        ,  ' 

But  this  duty,  it  is  said,  is  to  be  laid  to  en- 
I  courage  manufactures.  Why  this  great  cry  about 
domestic  manufactures?  Bfe.  thought  they  had 
already  sufficient  encouragement 'from  the  present 
situation  of  things.  The  President  had  recom-' 
mended  the  sbbject  to  the  conside^tion  of  the 
House,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the.  comniittee,  lo 
whom  it  had  T>eeD  referred,  trould  do  what  is 
proper  oh  the  subject.  Mr*  M.  wished  to  know 
for  what  purpose  this  a,dditional  duty  is  wanted. 
If,  said  he,  it  he  wanted  for*  ffoing  to  war,  let  us 
know  it.'  For  his  part,  he  had  neard  so  much 
about  war  .formerly^  that  he  hardly  though^  we 
fiihould  get  a^t  it  now., 

'  Mr.  M.  aaidj  on '  a  former  occasion,  when  the 
country  was  in  &  situation  something  like  the 
present,  a  i^entleman  from  Virginia  was  so  alarm*, 
ed  lest  salt  sufficient  could  not  be  had,  that  he 
proposed  a- bounty  on  .its  imporlatiom  *Wbat, 
said  Mr^  M..  will  be  .the  effect  of  a  proposition 
fbr  taxing  salt  in  the  counfry,?  He  had  no  doubt 
that,  in^  the  Southern  States,  it  would  imme- 
diately raise  the  price  of  the  article  at  Petersburg 
and  Fayettevilte.  On  t))is  account,  he  -hoped,  if 
the  House  did  not  mean  to  lay  a  tax  on  salt;  that 
the  proposition  would  be  immediately  discarded. 
For  iHlnself,  be  would  sooner  consent  to  a  land 
or  poll  tax  than  a  tax  on  salL 

M^  Smiub  mored  a  iKwtponement  of  thereso^ 
lution  until  the  first  Monday  in  f'ebruary  next. 

This  motion  ]Was  debated  at  some  lengtq.  Some 
vrba  wished  td  rote  for  it,  wished  the  proposition 
for  a  tax  on  salt  to  be  disconnected  with  the  ori: 
ginal  proposition. 

Mr.  EiNO  withdrew  bis  amendment.  But  he 
.could  not  help  expressing  his  astonishmetit  at  the 
alarm  which  had  been  excitecLby  a  miere.  propo- 
sitioD.to  submit  an  inquiry  to  a  committee.  He 
did  aoi  pr6poae  to  tax  m1^  but  he  wished  the  sob* 
*  leet  to  have  heed  com'mitt$d,  tbat  a  report  might 
have,  been  had  on  the  subject.  -  He  was  far '  front 
desif  iflig  to  benefit  oa.e*pajrt  of  the  cfoaatry  to  (ha 
iDJurf  "af  another,  or  ffom  offering.any.disrespeat 
to  the  Cammittea  of  Commerce  and*  ^blanofae't 
Mtraa^  boi  be  wished  to  see  how  ftir  Congress 
were  dispos^  to  encoorage  the  manufactares-  of 
ear  country,  in  jirefeveiiee  to  those  of  foreign  na- 
liof»8. 

Mrl  BiHtwfiCL  was  of.6piotoii  that  the  proposed 
postponement  woulii  not  anslrer  the  pvrpo^  in* 
tended;  for,  when  the  day  arrired  to  which  the 
resoltition  was  referred^the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee would  not  fail  to  eali  it  up,  perhaps,  twenty 
times  in  the  course  of  the  session.  He  nad  said 
he  would  stick  by  it^  and  no  one  would  doubt  his 
perseverance  to  obtain  Ms  obje<;t.  Mr.  fi.  thought 
It  would  be  the  better  cour^^  and  would  sare 
much,  trouble  in  (he  House,  to  refer  this^  aad 
every  other  resolution  of '  the  kind  which,  might 


'vj: 


be  offered.  '  It  would  be  showing  respect  to  the 
movers,  would  not  decide  upon  their  meriu,  and 
the  committee  would  act  upon  them  as  they 
thought  proper^  If  a  contrary  course  be  pursued, 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  call  toe  attention  of  Coii-> 
gress  to  particular  kinds  of  manufacture,  wilt 
£ave  to  be  constantly  troubling  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  is  referred,  which  might  prove 
very  i^npleasant,  both  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mitt^and  to  the  gentlemen  who  felt  it  their  duty 
to  apply  to  them.  He  hoped  the  House  woul<^ 
therefore,  act  upon  the  resolution. 
The  question  on  postponement  was  negatived 

^eas  and  nays-^64  to  46.    . 

he  resolution  came'again  under  considetaitoo. 
Successive  amendm^ts  were  made  to  it.  The 
word  coam  was  struck  out,  and  the  aniciea  of 
wool^iod  lead  were  added.  Salt  was  again  pro* 
posed  by  Mr,  CUrmcY,  but  negatived-p^9  to  54* 
Iron  wire  and  files  were  proposed  to  be  added ; 
but  the  uHual  hour  of  adiournment  having  arrived^ 
a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn,  befora 
the  question  oa  this  proposition  was  decided. 

^.    .    •  Fridat,  ftoveniber  S3. 

Anmhermembe'r,  to  wit ;  Edwin  Qkat,  front 
Virffinia,  appeared^  produced  his  credentials,  waa 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  PoiirpEXTfiR,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  fourteenth  instant,' presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Josiah  H.  Webb;  which  was  read  twice, 
tfnd  committed  to  a  C^ommittee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Key  presented  a  petition  of  John  Dillon, 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  stilting  that  his  schoon- 
er, called  the  "Hachael^"  was  seized,  libelled,  and 
condemued  in  the  district  court  of  Orleans,  for  a 
supposed  violation  of  tbe  revenue  laws,  and  that, 
upon  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Oour^  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  U'as.  reversed,  and  restita- 
tion  order^  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  paid 
the  amount  for  which  the  said  vessel  was  sold 
under  the  order  of  the  said  court  of  Qrleans* — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  offi- 
cers and  soldie/8,  aiid  the  heirs  of  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  served  in  the  British  army  in  Ame- 
rica, in  the  war  between  Qreat  Britain '  and 
France,  whtch"  commenced  •  in  1755,  residing  in 
Jefferson  county,  State  of  New  York,  prayinf 
that  their  claims  to  lfn4s  for  services  in  the  said 
war  may  be  investigated,  and  that  they  may  re- 
cdve  grants  for* whatever  portion  may  be  foaad 
due  to.  them. — Referred  ;to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  Crease ;  which  was  read  iwice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon^ 
day».ext. 

On  Qiotion  «f  Mr.  Setbebt.  a  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  House  ot  Representatives 
was  appointed,  who,  with  thriee  members  of  the 
Senate,  shall  have  the  application  of  the  moaay 
appropriated  by  the  ^  Act  making  a  farther  ap- 
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propriation  for  the  support  of  a  Library,"' passed 
cbe  21st  of  February.  1806;  aod  Messrs.  Sey- 
B£RT,  LowMDEs,  and  CluiNCY,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
13th  instant,  presented  a  bill  providing  for  the 
more  convenient  takh)£[  of  affiaavits  and  bail  In 
civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bukwell,  John  Taliaferro, 
who  has  contested  the  election  of  John  P.  Hnif- 
QERFORp,  had  leave  to  occnpy  a  seat  on  the  floor 
of  the  l^^use,  for  (he  jaurpose  of  being*  heard,  fn 
person,  when  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  con- 
tested election  shall  be  under  consideration. 

Apportionment  op  rbprbsbntatiyes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
for  apportioning  the  Representatives  among  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  third  enumera- 
tion. 
.  The  bill  having  been  read,  the  question  on  fill- 
ing the  blanks  occurred^  The.  fir^C  was  in  rela- 
tion to  the  number  of  inhabitants  ior  each  Rep* 
resentative;  when 

Mr.  Dawson  observed,  that  he  was  instructed 
bv  the  committee  who  directed  him  to  report  this 
bill,  to  propose  filliag  the  blank  with  the  words 
forty  inmieand;  but  he  should  himself  vote 
against  filling  the  blank  with  this  number,  be- 
cause it  would  deprive  the  State  of-Rhode  Island 
of  one-half  of  her  present  Representatives;  it 
would  deprive  Cotinecticut  and  Maryland  each ' 
of  one  member,  and  Virginia  of  two.  He  should.' 
therefore,  be  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with 
37,000,  as  this  number  would  not  deprive  any 
State  of  a  Representative,  and  it  would  only  in- 
crease the  present  number  of  Representatives  from 
142  to  180. 

Mr.  RinoELT,  from  Delaware,  hoped  the  blank 
would  not  be  filled  with  40,000.  He  was  in  favor 
of  filling  it  with  35.000,  which  he  thought  n^ould 
do  more  equal  justice  to  all  the  States  than*  any 
otlMr  number,  and  would  leave  less  fractional 
numbers.  Tbisliumber  would  give  two  members 
to  the  State  he  represented;  a  greater  number" 
would  leave  a  very  large  fraction.  If  35.000  were 
agreed  upon,  it  would  give  the  House  l8]  mem- 
bers, which,  he  thought,  could  not  be  considered 
IS  an  extravagant  number.  Mr.  R.  ur^ed  the 
propriety  of  thus  filling  the  blank^  at  considerable 
length* 

Mr.  Potter  spoke  of  the  hardship  which  the 
Sute  which  he  represented  (Rhode  Island)  would 
experience,  if  the  number  .proposed  shoi/Id  be 
agreed  to.  Mr.  P.  thought  such  treatment,  from 
her  sister  States,  would  illy  requite  the  great  ex- 
ertions of  her  citizens  during  the  Revolution,  or 
the  commercial,  and  manufacturing  enterprise  of 
his  constituents,  which  was  at  least  equal  to  that 
of  any  State  in  the  TTnton.  H«  hoped,  in  order 
to  afibrd  timd  for  deliberation  on  this  subject,  that 
the  Committee  would  rise^  and  report  progress. 
He  made  this  motion ;  wfaieh  was  negatived.        i 


'  The  <]ue8tion  was  thei^  taken  on  filling  tbe 
blank  with  40,000,  and  negatived — ayes  60,  noes 
53. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  words  37,000. 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  39,000,  .'    • 

Mr.  Boyd  was  in  favor  of  a  smaller  number. 
Hfi  thought  the  reasons  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with 
35,000.  were  deserving  of  atteatioa,  and  spoke  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  this  number. 

duestions  were  severally  taken  on  filling  the 
blapk  with  39,000,  38,Q00,  and  37,000,  and  n^a- 
tived  ;  the  last  by* one. vote  only. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  35,000^  and 
carried—GO  votes  being  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 
The  other  blanks  in  the  bill  would  be  easily  filled 
in  the  House,  after  the  number  of  inhabitants  to 
each  Representative  should  be  definitively  set- 
tled.- 

The  Committee  rose^accordlngly^  and  took,  up 
the  report. 

Mrr  Smilie  vojed  in  Comtnittee  of  the  Whofe 
in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with  37,00Q»  in  order 
to  accommodate  those  States  which  would  sufier 
by  having  the  blank  filled  with  40.000,  though  he 
thouffht  that  number  would, be  blest;  but  as  he 
found  the  members  froth  those  very  States  roted 
.against  37,000,  and  in  favor  of  a  smaller  number, 
be  should  now  be  in  favor  of  40,000. 
.  After  considerable  debate,  tn  whichMr. Ridge- 
LY.^r.  FisK,  and  Mr:  WinoEaY,  spoke  in  favor 
of  agreeing;  tothe  report,  and  Mr.  J.  Randolph 
against  it,  and  in  fiivor  of  filling  tbe  blank  with 
37,000,  the  question  on  filling  the  blank  with 
35,000,  was  taken  and  negatived— yeas  48,  nays 
76,  as  follows :  • 

Teas— Daniel  Ateiy,  Joeiah  Bartlett»  Abyah  Bi^e- 
low»  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  ^ligham,  John  C.  CaIhoaii» 
£paphroditns  Ohampion,  Langdoa  Cheves,  Martia 
'Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jan.»  Samuel  Diosmoorr 
ISlias  Eade,  William  Eiy,  James  Emotl,  James  Fiak, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  liaiah  L. 
Green,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  J<^n  A.  Harper, 
Richard  Jackion,  junior,  PhiKp  B.  Key,  Lymaa  Law, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  James  Milnor»  Samoal  L. 
KitdiOl,  Jonathan  O.  Mbaeley,  Timotby  Fltkin,  jun^ 
Bonjamiiv  Pond,  Peter  B.  Ptorte^  Elisha  R.  Fio«tv,  Jo- 
aiah  guiney;  WiUiam  .Reed,  Kanry'  M. .  Ridgbly,  Ebe- 
Boaer  Shaver,  S^moel  Shaw,  Levis  B.  8Uirgea»  Gooign 
Sulhvan,  Saasittol  Taggwrt,  JBenjaaua  TaUmadgi^  Uri 
Tra<sy.  Pierra  Vm  Gortlaadt,  iun.,  Labaa  Wbeatoo* 
Leonard  Whita,  asd  William  «Widg^» 

rNAYS— WiUJfl  Aklon,  JQn«,  WiHuun  Aadcnsa,  Saa- 
venaon  Archer,  John  Baker,  Datid  Batd»  BurwellBaa* 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb^  Harmaniw  31fack«o  Thomas 
Blount,  Jaaaea  Breckainidge,  Robert  Biowni  William 
A.  Borwell,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clav,  John 
Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  WiUiam 
Crawford,  Roger  Davi%  John  DaWson,  Joseph  Deaha, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson» 
P.eterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundj,  Aylett  Hawes,  Ja- 
cob Hufty,  John  P.  Hungerford,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Aaron  Lyhs^  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
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bftid  ikeBrjr^  'Wttlud  If cCoyj-fllJnfMl  MeKs^,  AIm* 
mder  McKnu^  Aronth  Meteijf,  Jamef  MoigaD,  Jem- 
miih-MoiTow,  |iagb  Neltoa,  Anthony  New/  Thomas 
Newhold,  ThottM  N«wlfi^  dtoiphen  ^Oi^ibj,  hnx\ 
Pid(6ni,  WiWite  Piper»  Jmum  PkfBtaU,  jvii^  Jolrn 
lUndolph»  John  Rhea,  John  Hoane,  Jonathan  Roberta, 
Wiljiam  Rodman,  BHieneser  Bage,  ThomM-Sammona, 
John  SoYiet^  Adam  8eyb«it>*John  &oiUe»  Geo.  8mith, 
J»hn  SmUh,  Richnid  8Un£»rd,  Silaa  8tow»  William 
8tionb»  Peleg  Tallman,  George  IVoup,  Cluiaw  I'nrner, 
jun.,  Robert  WbitebiN,  JDavid  R.  W^liams,  Thoinaa 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Tro^p  i|M>ved  to  fill  the/  said  Vlank  with 
the  worda  "  forty  tbousaqct,"  aod  the  quesiion  be- 
ings takcMi,  it  wes  deter mi»ed  ii^  the  nc^EAti-i^^-*- 
yeas  ^,  nays  7^,  a«  tpllowa :  . 

¥3iJi»— Willia-  Abton,  jonior,  WiUiadr  Aaderaon, 
£Eehiel  Bacon,.  Dafid  Bard,  Jonah  Baftlett,  Wiiriam 
W.  Bibb,  Hamaaiia  Blee<*aa,  Thomaa  Bloant,  Robt 
eriBcowni,  WjUiam  A.  Burweil,  John  C^  Calhoan,' 
Langdon  Cherea,  Matthew  Clay»  Lewis  Condit,  WU- 
liam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Jose{th  Desh^.  William 
Findley,  Meshac)L  Franklin^  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hal^  Obad  Hall,  Jacob  HuRy,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacoek,  William  Lownde^, 
Aaron  Lyle,  NatbKniel  IVIacon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Archibald  McBr^'de^'Samael'McKee,  Shamuel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newbold,  Israel  Fickens, 
William  Piper,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenefer  fiage.  Adam  Beyberlr  8anrael  6haw,  Johi^ 
SmiHe,  WiHiam  Strong,  Peleg  Tallmab,  George  M. 
TroQp,  Charlet  Turner,  jan.,'Robert ' WhiteluU^  David 
R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Ni.tk-r-4te?eiieon  •Aiche#,  Daniel  A»eiy,.Barwett 
BaaMtfe,  Aby'ah  Pigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Bl^ah  ^nfJMm,  .WiUbim  Butler,  Epa^hroditim 
OharniNMi,  Martin  .Chitteitden^ John  Oioploa,  Thomae 
-B'^CookOf  John  Davenport,  j.t|n.,  John  Dawson,  Sam- 
uel Diasmoor,  Eiias  Eairte,  William  fily»  Jas.  Emott, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas'R. 
Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  P.  I^nngerford, 
Richard  Jackson,  janior,  Joseph  *Rent,  PhlUp  o.  Key,, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jn,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Thomas.Moore,  William' M^Coy, 
Alexander  McKiin,  Arunah  Metc^f,  James  Milnor, 
'  Jenemi^h  Morrow^  Jonathan  Q.  Moseley,  Hagh  Nel- 
son, Anthony  Ne^,  Thomas 'Newton,  Stephen  (&msb^y 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin 
J^ond,  Blieha  R.  Potter)  JoeiahQttfaicy,.John  Randolph, 
William  lUed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,,  John 
Boane;*Thomas  Sammons,  £benezer  Beaver,  John  Se- 
vier, George  Smith,  John  Ssflith,  Richard  Stanfoni,, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B«  Sknrges^  Georj^  BalKvan.  Sam- 
jiel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,'  Uri  Tracy,  Piene 
VanCerClandt,  jiw.,iLaban  Wheaton,  Wm.  Widgeryi 
and  Richard  Wlan.  .      •    '. 

Mr.  TtiAcv  moved  to  fill  the  said  Wank  Irith 
'^  thirty-eight  thousand  ;**  and*  the  qoestioil  there* 
oto  befog  tak^n,  was  also  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr^  Dawson  fhea  itioved,  that  the  .said  blank 
be  nlled  with  the  words>'thirty-8etea  thotisaod  (" 
and  thf  question  thereon,  being  taken,  was  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmative— yeas  103,  nays  18.  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxjLs—WtUs  Alston^  Jun.,  MFilliam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venaon  Atchpr,. Daniel  Avefy» Eaekiel  BaJMn, David 


Bard,  Jostah  Baitlett,  Bnrirett  Baasett,  Abijah  Blge- 
loWt  HaraanoB  Bleeokes,  Thomas  Bkmnt,  Jas.  Bmok* 
eniidge,  Eliiah  Brighamfi  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A» 
Bnrwelt  William  Bptler,  Epa^roditos  Champion* 
Laagdon  Chaves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clepton,  Lewis 
Condit,  WiUiam  Crawford,  John  Davenport  jnaiov 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha»  Elian 
Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Cray,  Felix  Grun- 
.dy,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Huity,  John  P. 
HiingeHbrd,  John  M.  Byneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.^ 
Joseph  Kent,  PhiKp  ?.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Lyman  LaW,  Joseph  Lefever^  Joseph  Lewis, 
Jan.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lvle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  G.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McB^de,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alei^nder  Mcnim,  Arunah  Metcal^ 
James  Milnor,  "SamnelL/  MitchiU,-  J[eremiah  Morrow; 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Tho'knas  N^wbold^  Thoma^  Newlon,  Stephen  Onaaby, 
Israel  Pickens»  William  Piper,  ThnMhy  Pitkin,  ^nior, 
James  Pleasanta,  jumor,  Benjamin  Pond,  EUshac  R. 
Potted  John  Randolph,  John'Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jon« 
atban  Roberts,  WiUiam  Rodman,  Ebjeneaer  Saga, 
-Thomas  Sammons,  J^hn  Sevier,  JohnSmilia,  Georga 
Saiith,  tlobn  Smith,'  Richard  Stanford,  SUas  Stow, 
Lewis.  B.  Storges,  Benjamin  TaUiaadge,  Pelag  Tall* 
maa,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner, 

i'un.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton^ 
Robert  WhitehUI,  David  R.  WUIiams,  Wm.'Widgery, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn.  . 

Nats— Waiiam  W-  Bibb,  Adam  Bpyd,  John  C* 
Calhdun,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jas. 
Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  BoUIng  HaO,  ^ohn  A.  Harper, 
James  Morgan,  Jqsiah  QuiQcy,.Senry  M.  Ridgely,  Eb«> 
enezcr  Seaver,  Abam  S^bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  WiUiam 
Strong,  George  Sullivan,  and.  Samuel  Taggart. 
.  Mr.  Da^on  moved  to  fill  the  ot^er  blanks  in 
the  bill,  as. follow:  New  Hampshire,  five  mem* 
bars  \ . Massac bosetu,  eighieea  ; '  Vermont,  five; 
Rhode'  Island,.  two;x  Coonecticut,  aevea;  New 
York^  twenty-five;  New  Jersey,  sii ;  PeoDaylva- 
nia,  twenty-one ;  0elarware,  one ;  Maryland,  nine; 
Vii^rnia,  twenty^wp ;  North  Carolina^  thiftfeen) 
South  Carolian^  nine ;.  Georgia,  five;  Bleninokyi 
ten  ;  Ohio,  six ;  and  Tennessee,  6is»  ' 

The  bill  wa^  ordiHred  to  be  engrossed  for  a^hlrd 
reading,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


'   Mov^AT,  November  2&. 

The  SpaAKER  laid  before  theiIous;e  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  ia  ube- 
dieoce  to  the  ^'Act  to  e»tabli!ih  tlte  Treasury 
Department." — Referred  to  the  Comoiittee  of 
Ways  and. Means, 

Mr.  Av£ey,  from,  thd  committee  appointed  on 
the  foarieeorh  instaa^  presented  a  bill  for  the  re* 
lief  of  John  Boraham;  which  was  read  twieOi 
and  committed  tp  k  Gommittee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow. 

Oomotion  of  Mr.  PaiADfiXTSB, 

RwAved^  That  so  winch  of  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitanta  of  West  Florida,  as  rekttea  to- the 
annexation  of  that  Province  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  be  ^rvferred  to  the  commitcee  appointed 
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SI  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Coqucil  aod 
ouseof  Representatives  of  sait)  Territory,  pray- 
ing admission  into  the  Uoion  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the- original  States;  and  that  so  mucb-of 
4fae  said  petition  as  relates  to  land  claims,  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  havQ^  passed  a  bill  '^to  authorize 
'  the  surveying  and  marking  of  certain  roads  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty 
of  Browristown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  $" 
and  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House  therein. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tives according  to  the  third  enumeration  of  the^ 
people  of  the  United  States  was  read  a  third 
'tim€;  and  on.  the  question^  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?'' 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  .with  a 
view  to  su  dilute  another  ratio  for  that  on  which 
it  is  dovy  predicated. 

The  motion  was  supported,  at  Considerable, 
length  by  Mr.  Q,uimct,  as  also  by  Mr^  Key  and 
Mr.  WiDOBBY  and  Mr.  Sjailie,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Randolph. 

The  motion  for  recommittneat  was.  lost — ^yeas 
56,  nays  72,  as  follows : 

TxAs — William  Anderson,  Daniel  Avery,.  Esekiel 
Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett/.WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah 
Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Bobait  Brown,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Concfil,  Roger  Pavis,  Samuel  Dina- 
inoor,  'William  BIy,  James  Emott,  William  FindW, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Boiling  HaH,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. Harper,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Philip  B;  Key,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living* 
ston,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Arunah  Mei- 
calf,  James  Mibor,  Samael  h>  MitchiR, '  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qninoy,  William  Reed, 
Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman  |  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert^  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  SmiUe,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 'WilKam 
Strong,  George  SnUivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Peleg  Tall- 
man^  Uri  Tracjf^  Charles  Turner,  Jan.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  Jan.,  Labaii  Wheatod,  Leonard  White,  and 
William  Widgeiy. 

N1.T8 — ^Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Stevenaon  Archer,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Borwell  Bassett,  William  Black- 
ledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breckenridge)  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion»  Langdon  Cheves,  John  Clopton, 
William  CrawCord,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Deaha,'  Elias  Earle,  Meahack  Frankhn, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwiii  Gra^, 
Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hoflv,  John  P. 
Hungerford,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,* 
Thomas  Moore,  Ardiibald  McBryde,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Mbr- 
gaa,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,'  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Onna6y,  Joieph  Pearson,  Inael 
Pickens,  William  Piper*  Thnothy  Pitkin,  juA.,  James. 
Pleaaa&ts,  Jan.,  ElishaH.  Potter,  John  Raiulolnh,Sami 
nel  Rhiggold,  John  Rhea;  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
.Boherts,  Efamieaer  Sage,  ioha  Sevier,  John  Simtli, 


Richard  Slanferd,  Lewia.B.  ^turgea,  BonjamiaTaU- 
madge,  Robert  WhiUhiU,  David  R.  WilUama,  ThovMs 
WikK>B,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  question  was  then  takes  on  the  passage.of 
the  bill,  and  resolved  in  tb%  idfirnrntiYe. 

MILITARY  GORPORAL  PlfNISHBtENT. 

Mr.  Randolph  prefaced  a  motion  on  this  sub' 
ject'hy  observing  that  he  trusted  it  was  one  on 
-which  .(here  WQuld' be. BO  difference  of  opinion. 
The  subject  had  before  now  been  agitated  in  the 
House,  apd  had  .been  spoken  of  at  least,  if  not 
formally  brought  before  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations;  but  deeming  it  more  specifically 
10  belong  to  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  our  military  af- 
fairs, be  wMied  to  give  it  that  directioB.  If  they 
were,  according  to  the  wishes. of  the  Bzecutivef 
to  increase  the  standing  military  .force,  to  author* 
ize  the  President  to  accept  the  services  of  volun- 
teer companies,  and  to  call  «ut  detuchmenis  of 
militia;  in  other  words,  if  there  was  the  slightest 
probability  that  the  public  force  of  the  coon  try- 
would  b$  brought  into  action ;  the  first  step  to  be 
taken  ^musL  be  to  amend  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  #0  as  to  abolish  the  use  of  the  lash.  Al- 
though the  vagrants  pickea  up  in  alehouses  and 
tippling  shops  might  submit  to  this  degradation, 
it  was  Well  known,  Mr*  &•  said,  that  the  yeo* 
maory.of  the  country  would  notf  andiie  would 
Yenture  to  sa^  th'att  formidable  as  they  would  be 
to  an  enemy  in  the  field,  they  would  prove  more 
so  to  their  officers  i(  this  89rt  of  military  dis- 
ci pliivfe  were  att^m'pted  to  be  introduced  among 
them.  lie  remitrked  also  that,  notfrithatandtng 
all  that  «oQld  be  said  bf  military  coxcombs^  by 
the  sticklers  for  the  old  svstem,  experieoee  oad 
proved  that  flogging  was  not  essential  to  the 
strictest  military  discjpf  ini$.  He,  therefore,  mored, 

*'That  the  committee  to  whom  has  been  refenvd  so 
much  of  the  President's  Massage  aa  relates  to  fining 
the  tanks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  regn- 
lar  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what  alteration  is  necessaiy 
in  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  fpr  Wablisbing  rules  aoo 
articlee  ^  the  government  of  the  armiep  of  the  United 
States." 

The^rekoliKion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  t,b«  uble. 

T(7EBDAY,  November  26. 

Mr.  Mob  BOW,  from,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  eighteenth  instno^  to  inqiiire  wbat 
provision  ou^ht  to  be  made  for  the  location  of 
Virginia  miliury  land  warrants,  made  a  report 
thepeoD  s  w^ich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  uble^    . 

Mr.  Newton  made  a  favorable  report  on  the 
memorial  of  Stephen  Kingston,  mercbaoc  of 
Philadelphfa;  which  was  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tallmadqe  presented  the  petition  of  Ship- 
man.  Denoison,  and  Co.,  merchants  of  New 
Haven,  Qonnecticut,  stating  their  having  in  Oc- 
tober 1810,  previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  Presi* 
dent's  proclamation  J  shipped  a  cargo  of  horses, 
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mulesj  ^.,  to  SsBU  Cruz,  which,  nccprdmg  to  L    Thin  resoiaijon,  on.tlse  aoM^iion  of  Mr.  Rhba, 
custom,  had  bwi  imnwdiately  there  solil  for  [.who  had  preFiou^^y^Offertod  a  w 
West  Indja  produce,  payable  i6  March  foUiowing, 
vhen  theimportatioD  of  the.sameiQto  theUnited. 


B<ate0  was  im^rdicted^  apd  praying'  that  they 
»iay  be  peimitted  to-  iinport  tae^  same,  the  non- 

^  ia||oriatioa  laW  to  the  cobtrairy  not^/Uhstaodibg'. 

'  -!-Referrtd  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  aad 
Manufactaret«     .      '    .    , 

The  bil^from  th^  Seoat^  authoriziD^:  the  sur- 
reying  and  marking  certain  ra'ads  id  the  S^ate  of 
Ohio,  aa  c6d  tern  plated  6y.the  Treaty  ^of  Broifhis^ 
towo,  was  twice  read*  and  committed^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief' of  Josiah  H.  Webb  (a 
person  disal^le^  by  a  woun'd.whilst.enga^d  in 
conveying  the  mail  of  the  United  Stat^^)  went 
titrough  a.Committee  of  the  Whole,  an<l  was 
ordered  by  the  HoUse  to  be  engrossed  for^a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Crease  went 
througb  a  Committee  oi,  the  ^hole,  and  was, 
after  upta^  objections,-  reported*  to  the  Hoatfe, 
who  /efased  to  pase.  it  to  a  third  reading,  51  jto  48. 
.[The  bill  welat  to  enable  said  Crease,  an  alien, 
ok  bis  halrsy  to  hold  real  eistate  within  thik  Pis^ 

tiict.]         ,  . 

•  Mr.  Nbi^^n  .  presented  the  pi^tition  of  th'^ 
t^rotestant  Episcopal  Charch  of  (he  town  6f  Al- 
exsrndria,  praying  for  an  act  of  Hic(Trp;oratton, 
[A  bill  for  ciirry^ng  into  effect  t1>e  prayer  of  a^ 
similar  petTtioo,  it  will  be.  recollected,  was  at  the 
last  session  rejected -by  the  President  of  the  iJni- 
ted  Slates.]  The  memorial,  which  is  very  long, 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  thj^ 
I>istrict  of  Columbia.     '^   •/ 

Mr.  .Rr^a  offered-  the  following  resolution; 
giving  as  a  reason  fpr  it,,the. doubts  whiph  seem 
tq  hang  over  the  subject:  .        i 

.  JUsolvSd,  That  the  Ootninittae  on  Indian  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire,  whether  the  laws  of  the  United 
dtatea,  oi  the  laws  of  the  respective  States  andTerrito- 
rlesy  do  extend  over  ps^  of  States* end  Terri^riefr 
situated  respectively  adjacent  to  the  United  Sitales, 
and  to  which  the  Indian  ^^e  is  not  eitinct,  and  in' 
what  manner,  and  to  what  exteiit,  and  report  thcdr 
opinion  therlidn..  ,  '        v 

Qd  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lacocik  who  f-e- 

mtirked  on  the-aombNer  of  resolutions  of  this  kind 

alreadv  before  the  House,  the  resolution  was,- 

.  teith  the  consent  of  the  moTer.  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  tabic. ' 

Mr.' PpiN DEXTER,  after  observing  that  the  reso- 
lution already  before  the  House  on  th^  subject 
was  not, sufficiently  comprehensive,  .moved  the' 
'following  reselution: 

Mesohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  so  much 
•f  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
aa  relates* to  Indian  affairs,  he  instructed  to  inquire 
into  die  expediency  of  extending  the  jurisdiction. of  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  and  inferior  courts 
of  the  Territories  thereof,  over  those  parts  of  the  several 
States,  and  Territories  to  which  the  Indian  title  lias  not 
been  eztinguisbedi  so.  as  to  authorize  said  courte  to 
take  ODgnisanoe  ofaU  cases,  civil  and  criininali  agaiinst 
Wqr  cilizeiV'Or'citiaeiis,  or  other  person  or  peraons,  (In- 
dians  ezcepiedt)  resident  or  beinf  .withiti  the  Indian 
boondsLiy.  ;  v         ^       . 


same  sabject,  wasordered  to  lie  qn  the  table; 
IMPRESSED  SEAMEN. 

Ml".  Little  offered  Hie  following  resolution : 

Kesohedf  That  the  Preaident  of  the  Unii^d  States 
be  requested  to.  cause  to  be  laid  heibre  this  House,  as 
'far  as  pr|u;ticable,  a  list  of  the  whole  number  of  per-' 
jM)ns  impressed,  seized,. and  otherwise  unlawfully  taken 
fro>m  on  board  vessels  sailing  under  the  United  States* 
flag  on  the  high  seas  or  rivers,  in  ports  and  harbors ; 
by  whom,  and  under  the  authority  of  what  Power, 
Kingdom,  or  State,  such  impressments,  seieures,  and 
other  unleWfuI.  detentions  WA^e  made ;  what  number 
thereof  are  citizens  of  the  United  9|ates;  with  such 
other  information  on  Chis  subject  as  he  in  his  judgment 
may  think  proper  to  commanieate. 

Mr.  ScTBERT  inquired. what  period  of  time 
the  mdver  contemplated  to  be  embraced  hy  his 
resold  tion. 

Mr.  LlTTtB  said  his  object  was  to  procure 
every  inforibation  ^ttainaj^le  on  a  subject  which 
had  excited- mttch  attention  and  feeling  among 
the  people  of  the  United.  S.tates,  and  occasioned 
loud  complaint.  He  said  he  had  examined  the 
records  of  the  Hous^  and  found  no  report  on  the 
subject  later  than  1807,  which  report  was  hut 
partial.  His  ohject  was  to  obtain  information  on' 
the  subject  froto  1792,  when^'thc'^evil  was  first 
felt,  to  ih^rpreserit  time. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

,  AMERICAN  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  ^EWTOiir  observed  that  the  persons  who 
took  the  third  census  had  been  also  directed  by 
law  to  take  accounts  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States  in  their  resp^ve  districte,  and 
make  their  returns  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Ihe  Treasury  of  the  United  States..  So  soon 
as  the  Committee  pf  Commerce  and  Manufao* 
tores  should  be  in  possession  of  that  report,  it  was, 
the  intention-  of  the  comniittee  to  take  the  sub-* 
ject  of  manufactures  into  con^ideratiop,.  '  Ahd  he 
(iow  ra'^e'to  ^ive  notice  that  the  committee  were 
ready  lo  receive  anv  information  on  this  subject 
which  gentlemaA  itom  any  part  of  the  Union 
might  havje  to  communioate. 

Mr.  Rn^Af  after  expressing  his  thanks  for  the 
liberty  offered  to  hitt  to  give  to  the- Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  any  information 
he  might  possess  on  the  subject. of  the  manufac- 
tures'of  the  country  in  which  he  lived  \  but  think- 
ing it  pdssible  he  might  not  have  the  honor  of 
coming  before  that  committee,  he  should  move 
the  consideration- of  the  resolution  offered  by  him 
^ome  days,  ago  for  layjiig  additional  duties  on  the 
coarse  manufactures  of  certain  materials  import- 
ed into  the  United  States.'  It  appeared  from  the 
genlleman's  statement,  that  the  conimittee  had 
now  before  them  no  specific  proposition  for  en« 
couragiog  manufactures,  and  were  watting  for  a 
certain  something  from  the.  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, which  they  .did  not  know  when  they 
ebouid  receive^  He,  therefore,  hoped  they  woaid 
I  take  up  his  K^solutioo. 
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The  House  refosed  to  proceed  to  the  eonsidpr- 
atioD  of  Mr.  Rbba's  resblution— yeas  44,  nays  69. 
Mr.  Rhba  then  moved  the  order  .of  the  day  od 
the  bill  provi^liD^  for  the  government  ot  Louisi- 
ana; which  the  HoQse  also  refused  to*  take  up. 

PROCESS  IN  FEDERAL  COURTS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^he  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  tntve 
convenient  taking  of  affidavits  to  l)e  used  in  civ^ 
cases  in  the  courts  of  the  United  3tates,  and  to 
provide  the  mode  of'takin^r  bail  in  certain  cases. 

[The  bilL  goes  to  authorize  cer{aia  judicial 
oflSicersin  each  State,  such  as  the  Ohapcellorlmd 
Judges' of  the  Superior  Courts,  dl^c,,  to  receive 
bfiiil  aftd  take  affidav-its  to  be  used  in. civil  oaae» 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  Staites.^ 

Considerable  conversatioh  took  place  J)etween 
Messre^  Qoi.n,  GaoL8oj«,  MoCoy,  Kina^  ^ibk, 
Cheves,  Milnor,  Clay,  (Speaker,)  Key,  and 
Ely,  on  the  principle  4s  well  as  on  the  deiaito  of 

'  It  appeared,  from  what  wfts  said  by  different 
gentlemen,  that  tb^re  wan  no  uniform  rule  pre- 
scribed in  such  cases  by  the/  laws  of  the  Uaited 
States;  that  whilst  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, clients  frequently  had  to  travel  three  or 
four  hundred  mi£es  to  the.  disrtrict  Judge,  or  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  make  affid- 
avit or  tp  enter  baii^  yet  in  Kentucky,  Maryland^ 
and  Massachusetts,  affidavits  wtere  made  or  bail 
entered  before  any  authority  commissioned  to  do 
the  same  'as  to  the  Slate  courts.  The  bill  was, 
objected  to,  therefore,  principally  on  two  grounds  ; 
because  it  abridged  the  right?  of  the  people  of 
those  States  where  the  greatest  latitude  of  indul- 
gence already  existed*  tod  because  tlie  boui;ts  of 
the  United  States  wiere  authorized  to  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  io  this  case  as  they  should 
think  proper.  There  appearing,  however,  i<yhp 
much  diflKsfrence  of  opinion  on  the  subject  among, 
the  legal  characters  of  the  House,  tbe  committee 
rose,  and  the  bill  was  lecommitted  to  th^  com- 
mittee who  reported  it,  to  wliich  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gold,  four  other  meml)ers  were  added,  viz : 
Mr.  CHEVB8,  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Ely,  aod  Jlr.  Ghol- 

BON.  J  ' 


WbdmBsday,  November  27. 

Mr.  Gbolson  made  an  unfavorable  report  pn 
the  elaims  of  several  petitioners  blurred  by  the 
statutes  of  Hmitation.— Referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the'relief  of  Josiah  H. 
Webb,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  favorably  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  land  elaimants  in  Mississippi  Territory, 
praying  for  an  ey tension  of. time  for  paying  th^ 
last  instalment  on  purchases  of  public  lands. — ite- 
committed  to  the  Land  Committee,  to  report  a 
bill  thereon. 

The  House^  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  ef  the  Coipmvttee  of  Blec^ 
tions,  on  tbe  contested  election  of  John  P.  Hon 
OBRFORo.    Before  any  /lecision  could  be  had,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned; .     . 


THUR6DAY,  NoTember  28.    - 

Two  other  members,  to- wit ^  WiLLiAjrPACi.o- 
iRO,  j^ttn.,  from  New  York,  amd  CBARtBfl  CrOLDB-* 
BOROUGH.f  rom  Maryland,  appeared,  produced  their 
cre4entials,  were  qualified,  and  tooife>tbeir  teats. 

The  annual'  report  of  the  SeereCary  o(  the 
Treasury,  respecting  the  regulatioft  of  the  ^or- 
r^ney  of  foreign  coin^  was  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  Speaker,  and  ordered  to- lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petiti6(i  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
praying  that  Congress  will  invest  the  ri^ht  to  a 
ceri4in  lot  of  Und  lying  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, in  the  corporation  thereof,  on  which  it  is 
proposed,  under  an  act  of  the  said  corporation,  to 
erect  steam  engines,  and  the  neeessarr  buildings 
bjr  whieti  it  is  contemplated  to  supply  the  said 
city  with  water.  ' 

Mr»  Bacon  moved  the  foUowiog  resolutions^ 
wiiioh  were  agreed  to  : 

lUsohcd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and,  lleana 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eontiii- 
uing  iu  force, for  s  further  time,  aa  act, efatilled  "Am 
act  continuing^-  ibr  a  limited  tone,  the  aaJazies  of  the 
ofiieers  of  Grpvemment  therein  meukidiiedf''  and  havs 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
•  ^ewhedt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocy  of  ooBtin- 
uiBf  in  force,  for  a  further  time  the  first  aaction  of  an 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  further  to  protect  the.tsoauneroe 
and  seamen  of  the  United  Sta/tes  against  the  Bariiery' 
Powers^'*  and  that  they,  haw  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow  moved  the  following  rei^olution, 
predicating  it  on  the  laite  unfortunate  occurrence 
ou  the  Wabash: 
'  ^  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes 

be  authorized  to  loati  to  the  State  of  Ohio  ' stand 

of  arms,  with'  bayonets  and  cartoueh  boxes,  and  '^-^^ 
pieces  of  field  artillery,  on  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
making  bu(^  provision  by  law  as  shall,  in  lus  opinion^ 
afford  security  !qr  their  safe-keeping  and  retnm,  save 
the  damage  and  lose  incident  to  use  and  accident  in 
aetatl  service. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jennings  moved  the  following  resolntioo, 
which  was  agreed  to :  , 

Resohfedf  That  a  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  thb  expediency  of  alfoin^ing  the  qualified  voters  in 
the  several  counties  in  the  Indian^  Territory  to  elect 
their  sherifEs  in  their  respective  counties^  and  that  the 
said  c'ominittee  inquire  likewise  into  the  expediency  of* 
allowing  appeals  in  certain  c^ses,  from^the  Tenitorial 
courts  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  what 
'amendments,  if  any,  are  neceasary  to  be  made  to  an 
act  entitled  '<  an  act  to  divide'  the  Indiana  Teqitofy 
into  two  separate  governments,'^  with  leave  tb  lepolt 
by  WU,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Mes&rs.  Jsnninos,  Sbvobr,  New,  Roberts. 
WiLBON,  Morgan,  and  Maxwell,  were  appointed 
•^e  committee; 

WESTERN  ROADS. 

Mr.  MoRaow  made  a  report  of  the  eoaimittee 
anointed  on  the  Hth  instant,  ^  to  ia^^ntre  into  th% 
expediency  of  Inying^  out  and  makiitg  the  roada 
contemplated  ty  the  Treaty  of  BrownstowOi'' 
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which  WRA  reii4  and  committed,  to  a  CommiUee 
of  the  Whole.    The  report  is  as'  foUow« ; 

Thst  the  roads  co|atemplated  by  the  said- treaty  have 
for  their  object  the  openiBg  a  coBkmunication  by  land 
between  the  Territory  of  Michigai»>  and  the  difibrent 
settieroentB  in  Che  State  of  Ohio,  and  geneiiaiiy  with  the 
other  pfrU  of  the  United  States. '  A  view  of  the  geo- 
graphical position  of  the  Territory  of  Miehigaaw  sitiiaile 
as  it  ii^  bordering  for  a  considerable  extent  on  the  Brit* 
■  ish<  provinces  of  Upper  Canada,  bounded .  on  the  .faet» 
nortt\.  and  west*  hf  water,  and  on  tha  floiith  by  an  exr 
tensive  tract  .of  ceuntry  to  which  the  Indian  titlaJEOr 
aaine  unextinguiidiedy.convinQes'the  eommitteaef  the 
atijity  and  necessity  of  &xe  'proposed  roads.  I'hey 
would  subserve  to  the  convenience  of  the  ciliaens  in 
their  <Hrdinary  intercourse  \  of  the  G«»i^naent  in  tl|e 
tranpportacion  of  the  jpublio  maU ;  end,  especially  in  av 
emergcnqr,  would  be  pecessiuy  ^s  nilita^  operatiens. 

The  distance  from  the  rapids  of  th«  Miaioe  of  the 
lakes  to  the  Western  boundary  of  the  Ck>nnecticat  Re* 
serve  is  about  thirty-five  miles ;  and  from  the  lo^er  Ban- 
dusky^  in  a  southwardly  diiectioi^  to  the  old  Indian  bowiip 
daxy  tiae,  19  about  seventy  miles ;  making  proper  kUoW^ 
ance  for  windings  in  theroad%  so  |hat  thi^.mfi^  baqHida 
on  the  best  ground.  The  i^ggregate  length  of  tpad  pro* 
poeed  to  be  nwdeniay  be. estimated, at^ne  hundred 
and  twenty  miles;,  bat,  howi^ver- great  tiie  advaatage, 
and  immediate  the  necessity  ef  tiiese  loddst  it'  ie  not 
pioVnble  that  the  object  will  be  aocomplistfs^  fot  maay 
years  to  come,  unless  the  United  Slates  piayide  the- 
iunds.,  The  Territory  of  Michigan  is  destitute  of  the 
means,  ^d  the  proposbd  rojlds  are  without  the  limits 
of  her  territorial  jurisdiction ;  -the  State  of  Ohie,  wiU& 
limited  public  resources,  and  multiplied  demaniii  for 
extensive  iraprov^emeuts  on  the  rood's  within  her  settle- 
ments ;.  it  i»  not  to  be  expected  that  either  will.  afi«Mrd 
the  funds  necessary  to  accomplish  the  proposed  ot^eet* 
The  committee  are  of  opiiuon  that,  provision  ought  to 
be  made  for  laying  out  and  malting  the  said  roads,  ^d 
that  they  ought  to  be  located  of  the  width  proposed  by 
the  said  treaty.    '.     •  . 

Tha  House,  agaio  .resolved  itself  into  a  Qom» 
oiittee  of  the  whole  00  (he  i«poriof  the  Com* 
mittee  of  EleciioDs  00  the' petition  of  John  Tal- 
iaferro, contesting^  the  election  of  John  P.  HqN- 
OERFoaDt  Berftee.any  deeisi^n.  was 'bad,  the 
Committee  r6sei  And  the  Houte  adyour<ied. 


Fridat,  November  29. 
The  House  took  Op  theresolutioQeubmittedon 
the'26ih.  calling  on  the  Bxeciiuare  for  informaiion 
respecting  i  m  pressmen  ta,.  which -was  agreed  to.; 
.aoci  Mr.  XrffTTi^s  and  Mr.  Rbbo  a|»poioied  a 'odm* 
mittee  to  present  the  same  to  jther  Pfeeident* 

The  House  -yuioceedfrd  to  c^^asider  the  •amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  thife  hUL  ^'^zteodtug  the 
tioie  for  opening  the  several  knd  offieesin  Che 
Terxitory  of  Orleans ;"  which  Wiere,  together  wilh 
the  bill,.  Gommiued  co  the  Committee  on  Public 
LaimIs* 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS.     \ 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  made  the  iollowibg  report^  which* was 
referred. to  a  Conrmittee  of  the  Whole; 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  pari  of 
ibe  President's  Message  which  relates  to  our  foreign 
a£birS|  beij^^leaye  to  r,eport  in  pact.: 


That,  they  have  endeavored  to.  give  |o>  the  subject 
submitted  to  them  that  full  and  dispassionate  consid* 
oration  which  is  duf«  to  one  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  interest,. the  peace,  thw  eafety,  and  the  honor- 
of  their  ooantry. 

Yetur.  cotaniittee  wiU  net  encumber  jj^our  journals, 
and  waste  your,  patience  with  a  detailedT  history  of  aU 
tte  v^fioos  matters  growing  out  of  our  foreign  ^ela** 
tiena  The  cold  recital  of  Wftwgs;  of.injor^  i^oid  ag* 
grestloBs  known  ^nd  felt  by  eveiy  member  of  thia 
Uaien»-eeald  have  no  other  eAct  th#n  to  deaden  tho 
national  sensibiltty,  and  render,  the  public:  miiid  cal« 
lous  to  injories.with  whieh  it  is  already  too  fomiliar; 

Without  recurring,  then,  tp  the*  multipKed  wnmgs 
of  partial  or  temporary  operation,  of  which  .we  have 
se  just  cBiis#^  of  complaint  egainst  the  two  great  bellig-, 
erents*  yeor  commHte^  will  only  call  your  attention, ' 
at  this  tone,  to  the  ayetemattc  aggression  ofthose  Pew^ 
ers,  authorited  by  their  ediot«.iig»ittst  n^tral  coB" 
nleroe^--^. system;  whichV  as  reg^ed^its  principlee, 
was  founded  on  .pretenskms'  that  went  te  the  soibve^ 
sioB  of  ;'dikr  national  iadepen^ace;  and  whaeh,- al« 
though  now  eSMOidoned  .hyon^  Power,  wi  ii^ats  .faeoad 
aftd  deMrnctive  x^pemtieii,  as  still  eofofeed  by  ^e  other, 
sapfiinf  the  foAndatiem  of  oar  pMsperfly . 

It  is  more  than  fiva  yeanreiace  Ikigtatid  tfnd  JVanee, 
m  violation  of  those  principles  of  jastioe  and  public 
law,  held  sacred  Jby  sU  cwiliMd  xuations,  eommenoed 
this  unprecededted  system '  by  seiidfig  the  property  df 
Ibe  eitiaens  of  the  United  Imtes^  peaceably  bursuing 
their  lawful  commeioe,  on  the  high  sees.-  To  shield 
Sheflsselves  from  the  odium  wttidi  sodt  outrage  must 
kiear,eac%  of  the  belhgerents  sbughr'a  pretext  in  the' 
conduct  of  the  other^-eaeh  attempting  to  jwdfy  hia^ 
system,  of-  rapine  as  a  rataliation  for  stsMier  acU  eva 
''the  .peft  of  hia  enemjk.  As  if  the.  Ul^  of  natioiia, 
founded  tm  the*  etomid  rules  of  juAicf  ,  centd  saaction 
a  principle,  which,  if  ingrafted  into  bar  muili<;^ 
eode,  would  exctts4  the  prhne  ciif  one  robber,  upon  the 
sole  p|ea  that  the  anfottttnate  obiect  of  his  rapacity 
was  alsoi  a  >rictim  .to  the  injustiee  ef  another.  The 
foet,<cdP  priority  codd  batame  as  tootte-only  <^tfae  par- 
ties,' and  whether  trne  or  folae, could  fttfntsh'no.giMid 
of  justification*  ,     ^ ' 

The  United  lltates  thus  unexftectedly  and  violentljr 
assailed  by  the  two  greatest  Powers  in  Europe,  witii- 
diww  tihetr  citiiens  and  property  from  the  ocean :  and 
Perishing  t^e^Ueesing  of  pekcerallhough  theoceailon 
won)d  have  fhlly  justified  war,  sought  redress  in'  an' 
appeal  to  the*  justice  and  magnabimity  of  the 'bdKgef • 
eats.  When  this  appeal  had  foiled  of  the  siieoess 
whieh  waa  due  to  lis  modetatioh,  other  flseasurca, 
foundbd  on  the  saa»e  pacific  policy,' but  applying  te 
the  inteDesU  instead  of  the  justice  of  the  belligerents^ 
w^te.reso^ted  to*.  Such;  was  tne  character  of  the  i^m* 
^tercokirsc  and  non-importation  laws,  which  invited 
the  return  of , both  Powera  la  thek  former  state  of  ami- 
cf^le  relations,  by  ofoing  commevetal  advantages  to 
the  one  who  shpuld  first  revoka  hia  hostile  edicts,  aiid 
ifl^Msiag  reatricftiona  on  the  other, 

France,  .at  .length,  a;railins  herself  of.  the  proAiv 
made  equally  ^  her  and  her  eii.eaiy»  by  the  non-impop* 
tation  law  of  May,  IQIO,  announoed  the  repeal,  on  tha 
fimt  of  the  following  November,  of  the  decreee  of  Bea- 
Im  and  Milan.  /Uld  it  affords  a  subject  of  sii&ceia 
coagratnlalion.  to  be  informed,  through  the  ofllciai  et«* 
gtfns  of  the  6ovemmeat»-Uiat  those  decrees  are,  so.  for 
at  least  aa  our  rights  are  eoncernad,  really  and  pracAi* 
CaVy  at  an  and.  , . 
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It  was  eonfldentlf  expected,  tlut  ihu'act  on  the 
ptrt  of  Franee  would  hare  been  immediately  followed 
by  a  revocation  on  tlie  part  of  Great  Britain  of  ker 
Orjera  in  GounciL  If  otir  teliance  oq^  her  jnatioe  had 
be<;n  impaired  by  the  wrongs  she  had  inflicted,  yet, 
when  she  had  pKghtbd  her  faith  to  the  world  that  the 
8(^  motive  -or  her  aggression  -  on  •  neptral'  commerce 
w€s4o  he  found  in  th%  Berlin  and  Milan  d«Qr«es,  #b. 
looked  jbrwaid  io  th6»  extinction  of  those  decrees,  as 
thiq  period  when  the  freedom  of  the-  'seas  woilld  be 
•gain  restored.  In  this  reeionahle  expeotalion '  we 
hftTe,  however,  b«ten  disappointed.  A  year  has  elapsed 
since  the  French  decrees  were  rescinded,  and  yet 
Gseat  Britain,  initead  of  ntradng  ffori  paaau  that 
ooQTse  of  unjostifiable  attkck  on  nehtral  rights,  in 
which  she  pfofiessed  to  be  only  the  relucttQt  folhmer 
of  France,  has  advanced  with  bolder  and  continoally 
increasing  strides.  To  the  categorical  demands  lately, 
made  by  our  Government  for  the  repeal  of  her  Orderi 
in  Co«nci(,  she  has  afiect^d  (o  deny  the  practical  eit- 
tiniction  of  fhe  Frotich  decreos,  and  she  has,  moreover, 
adtaoced  a  new  and  iinezpected  demand,  increasulg 
in  hostility  the  ordei^i  themselves.  8ho'  has  inlisted, 
through  her  accredited  Minister  at  this  place,  that  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  i|iast  be  nr^ceded^  not 
only 'by  toe  practidil  abandonment  of  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milaat  «o  far  as  they  iniriitge  the  neutral 
rights  of  th^  United  Stales ;  but  by  th<i  renunoiaiien 
on  the  {Murt  of  Fntncei  of  the  whole  ^  her  system  of 
commercial  warford  against  Great  Britain,  of  which 
those  decrees  origioally  formed  «  part.    •    '  • 

This  system  is  undeMtood  to  consist  \n  a  opfurse  of 
WutuUKtta  adopted  by  France  and  the  other  Powers  on 
the  Continent  subject  to,  or  in  alliance  with  her,  cal« 
dilated  to  prevent  the  .InirOductioii',  into  their  territo- 


in  the  privation  of  protectors  ArTd  parents,  have,  of 
latie,  been  drowned  in  the  louder  clamors  at  the  loss  of 
property ;  yjti  is  the  practice  of  forcing  our  mariners 
into  the  British  navy,  in  violatioh  of  the  rights  of  oar 
flag,  carried  on  wfth  unabated  rigor  lind  severity.  If 
it  be  oar  duty  to  •encournge  the  fait  and  legitimate 
commerce  of  this  country  by  protecting  the  property 
of  the  merchant ;  then,  -indeed,  by  as  much  as  life  and 
liberty  are  more  estiknable  than  ships  and  goods,  so 
much  more  impresinve  is  the  duty  to  shield  the  pe|rsoDs 
of  ettr  seamen,  whose  hard  and*  honest  services  axe 
.employed  equally  with  those  of  the  merchants  in  ad- 
vancing, under  the  ftiantle  of  its  law*,  the  ihteresti  of 
their  coufttry. 

To  sum  up,  in  a  vr&rd,  the  great  causey  of  complaint 
against  Great  Britain,  yomr  committee  need  only  say, 
that  the  United  States,  a»  a  sovereign  and  independent 
i^ower,  claim  the  right  to  use  the  ocean,  whidi  ^  the 
cottmen  and  acknowledged  highway  of  nations,  fhr  the 
purnoees .  of  transporting,  in  the'ir  owp  vessels,  the 
products,  of  tlieir  own  soil  and  the  acquisitions  of  their 
own  industry,  to  a  marlcet  ill  the  ports  of  friendly  na- 
tions, and  tO"  bring  home,  in  return,  suth  «rtides  as 
their,  neceteitie*  or  convenierice  may  require — alwayv 
regarding  ihe  rights  Of  belligerents,  as  defirred  by  the 
established  lavps  of  nations.  Great  Britain,  in  defiance 
of  ihii  tneontestable  right,  csiptnres  every  AmericaA 
'vessel  bound  to,  or  retitridng  from,  a  port  where  her 
oomiiMrce  is  not  favored  i  enslaves  our  eeabien,  and  in 
spite  oi  our  remonstrances,  perseveres  in  these  aggres- 


To  wrongs  so  daring  in  character,  and  so  dtsgtace- 
foX  in  their  execution,  if  is  impossible  that  the  peo^e 
oT  the  XThited  States  should  remain  indifferent.  -We 
must  now  tahiely  and  quietly  submit,  or  we  must  re- 


ries  of  the  prddnce  and  manufacturef  of  Groat  Britain  <  s)st  by  those  means  which  God  hfts  placed  within  our 
and  her  cdonies.v  and  to  annihilate  her-  trade  with  ' 

^em.  Howover  hostile  these  regulations  may  be  o* 
tkw  part  of  France  towards  Great  9riCain,  or.  however 
ftsnsibly  the  Ifttter  may  feel  their  effects,  they  art,  net* 
ertheless,  to  be  regarded  only  as  the  exponents  of  oil» 
onemy  against  aiiotfaery  for  which  the  United  States, 
as' a  neutral  Power,  can,  in  no  respect,  be  responsible ; 
they  4re,.  too,  in  '^act  conformity  with  those  vrhidi, 
Great  Britain  has  heriidf  adopted  and  abted  upon  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  im  war.  And  it  is  not.  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  France  would  yield  to  ihoiinauthDruBod 
demand  of  America  what  she  seems  to  have  conaid-. 
^red  as  one  of  the  roost. powerful  engines  of  the  pres- 
ent war.    .  ,  .      .        ,        t 

finch  are  the  pretensions  upon  which  Great  Britain 
fo«mds  the  violation  of  the  maritime  rights  of  tho  Uni- 
ted States — ^pretehsions^not.tbeoretrpal  merely,  biit  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  desolating  war  upon  our  unprotected 
eemmerce.  The  ships  of  the  United  States,  laden 
with  the  products  of  our  own  soil  and  labor,  navigated 
by  our  own  citixens,  and  peaoeably.  pursuing  a  lawful 
trade,  are  seised  on  our  own  coasts,  at  the  very  mouths 
«f  our  harboft,  condemned  and  confiscated. 

Your  ^committee  are  not,  howeverj  of  that  eoet 
whose  worship  is  at  t^  Arine  of  a  ^culattng.  avarice. 
And  while  we  are  laying  before  you  the  just  com- 
plaints of  our  merchants  against  the  plunder  of  their 
shijfie  md  caiigoetk  we  Cannot  refinain  nroi^  presenting 
to  the  justice  and  hiimanity  of  our  country  the  un- 
happy case  of  our  impressed  seamen.  .  Although  the. 
groans  of  these  vickms  of  barbarity  for  the  loss  of 
(#hat  should  be  dearer  to.  Americana  than  life)  their 
liberty ;  attfa6u|(h  the  cries  ^o(  their  wives  and  children 


reactl. 

Your  oom&iitte^  wonld  not  cfist  a  shade  over  the 
American  name  by  the  expression  of  a  doubt  which 
branch  of  .this  slte.mativto  will  be  embraced.  The  oc- 
oasioh-is  now  presented  when  the  national  character, 
.^ittisundeVirtood  and  traduced  for  a  tinie  by  foreign  and 
domestic  eneniibs,-'  should  be  viiirdicated.  If  we  hare 
not  rushQd  to  the  field^of  battle  like  the  iiations  who 
are  led  by-  the  mad  ambition  ot  a  single  chief,  or  the 
avarice  Of  a  corrupted  court,  it  has"  not  proceeded  froa 
a  fear  pf  war,  butfirom  our  love  )»f*justiee  and  hnman- 
ity.  That  proud  spirit  pf  liberty  and  independence 
which  sustained  our  fiithers  in  the  sifccessfnl  aasertion 
of  their  righto  against  foreign  nggression  is  not  yet 
sunk.'  The  patriotic  fire  of  the  Revolution  still  boms 
in  the  American  breast  with  a  holy  uid  unextingniah* 
able  flame^  and  will  conduct  this  nation  to  tboee  high 
destinies  which  are  not  less  the  reward  of  dignified 
moderation  than  o  f  exalted  valor.  - 

But  we  have  .borne  with  injury  until  forbearance 
has  ceilsed  to  be  a  virtue.  The  aovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  these  States,  purchased. and  sanctified  by 
the  blood  of  our'fothors,  from  whom  we  roceiTed  thena, 
not  for  ourselves  only,  but  as  the  inheritonce  of  our 
posterity,  aro  deliberately  and  ^ysCematically  viokted. 
And  the  jieriod  has  arrivelf  when.in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  it  is  the  sacred  duty  of  Congresa  to 
cair  forth  the  patriotism  Sind  resourced  of  the  country. 
By  the  aid  of  these,  and  with  the  blessing  of  God,  we 
confidently  trust  we  shall  be  enabled  to  procure  that 
redress  which  has  been  sought  for  by  justice,  by  n- 
monatipsnce,  and  forbearance^  in  tain. 
^  Your  commJittee,.r^rvih^  for  a  finturv  raport  Ihooe 
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nlteiiot  measttres,  wlkiclW  ib  tiiair  ojiinion,  ougiit  to  be 
puraoed,  wouM,  at  IhMiime,  eariiesUjzecoipmMid,  ia 
tile  words  of  the  PnAidenjt,  <'th«t  the  UoUed  States 
be  put  mto  an  armor  and  ^ttitHde  dentonded  by  tb^ 
criria,  and  ooneapondiilg  wUh.  the  national  apizit  and 
•  'expeetations."  And,  to  ihitf  end,  tbey  beg  leave  to 
fttbmit,  for  the  adoption  of  the  Hooae,  the  foUovring 
reeolutioiiB :  "       .     "  '      -^ .    , 

1.  Boohed,  That  the  Military  Establishment,,  aa 
antbortted  by  the  existing  kaws,  ought,  lo  be  immedi- 
«lely  completed. by  filUng  c^p  the.  ranks,  and  prolong- 
ing the  enlistment' oi'  the  iroojpe ;  and  ttiat  to  enconi^ 
age  enUatment,  a  botint^^in.lahdsonght  to  be  giv^  in 
additioii  to  the  pay  a^  bounty  now  allowed  by  htw> 
'  %,  ThnI  «n  «ddItiona!  feice  of  .t^n  tbDusaad  regnlair 
tioope  ought  to.  be  immediateiy  rai^ed^  to  s^rve  ib(  three 
*  years ;  and  that:  a  bOOnty  in  landax>Aght  to  be  giiwn 
toencoatnge«i£etmentf.  ^ 
'  3.  That  it  ie  exponent  1o  anihooae  the  Preeidaiil, 
nnder  ptoper  regulataone,  to  i|cee|M  the  sendee  of  any' 
number  of  vohinteen,  pot  exceeding  M^  thousand  ^  to 
be  organixed,  trtined,  aild  held  in  leadineas  .to  Act  on 
each  service  aa  the  axigenciee  pf  the  GoTenunent  may 
require^  '     '      : 

4.  That  the  President,  be  An^hor&ed  to  order  out, 
fifom  time  to  time^  deta^lunents^f'the  militia,  aa  in  his. 
opinion  the  pi^»Uc  aerHee  piay  reqnire. 

6.  That  afl  the  YesaeU  not  nOw  in-  service  i»elbngiag 
to  the  Havy^  and  worthy  of  repair^  h%  immediately  fit* 
/  ted  np  and  put  in  commis^on. 

6.  That'it  is  expedient  to  permit  onf  merchant  ves« 
sels,  owned  exclosiTely  by  resident  citiiena,  and  com^ 
manded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to-aim,^  under 
proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,,  in  self- 
dafence,  against  ftJl  unlawful  proceedings'towaids  them 
on  the  high.  seas.  / 

CONTJJeTEB  EtBCTION. 

The  House  resumed >  the  considei^tioQ  i>f  the 
anfioisbed  bosiness,  Viz :  the  report  of  tjbe  com- 
mittee on  the  pelition  of  JohiTTariaferro.  contest- 
ioff  the  election  of  John  P.  HDNOfiBFOBD,  which 
said  report  4$  aa  follows  r 

Th^  Committee  of  Eleetfons,  to  whem  was.  referred 
the  petitioB  of  John  Taliaftrto,  eobtesting  the  •election 
of  John  P.  Hungarfoid,  recnra^,  aa  one  of  thd  Bep- 
'  reaantativea  fi>r  the  State  of  Virginia^  in>th«f  present 
Congress^  and  praying  to  be  admitted  in  his  ateads  ha¥e 
had  the  said  petitioa  under  consideration, -and  report, 
inpart;  ..         '  ^     ' 

Tha^  atthe  leaf  Ganetal. Election  in  Yimnia  for 
BepreaenUtives  to  Congressy  the^said  iohn  TalialiBfTO 
and  John  B.  Hnngerford  were  oppssing  xMfedidates.  in' 
.the  district  eopipoaed  of  the  oountiea  of  WesUnoiaiandi 
Richmond,  Lancaster^  Northumb^land,  King  Geoi^ 
and  8taffiMrd:'iroin  ihe  polls'  of  the  several  counties, 
the  sittiag' member  appeara^to  have^btainedami^oiUy 
of  aix  votea.  in  the  disttict,  and  he  was  seowdingty  W' 
turned  as  elected. 

.  That  of  the  polla  taken  ibr  the  county  of  Westmoro- 
land,  John  Talisferro  had  37.  votes  and  John  P.  Hung- 
erfbrd  316  votea*;  and  that,  on  compar&g  the  poU  with 
the  land  list  of  the  year  ,1810,  and  taking  the  .list  as  a 
test,  it  appears  to  the  sommiftee  that  9  pcraons  who 
voted  for  the  fbrmei,  apd  1^2  persons  who  voted  for  the 
latter  gentleman,  were  not  qualified  to  vote. 
.  That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Richmond, 
Mr.  Taliaferro  had  103  votes,  and  Mr.  Hungerford  130; 
votes;  and  that,  on  such  comparison  as  aforesaid;  12 


pemons  wiio  voted  for  Jthe.lbrmef,  and  3d. persons  who 
voted  for  the  latter  gentleman,  spjpear  not  to  have  been 
leaally  qualified  vqters. 

That  of  ther  polls  takm  for  the  cooiity  of  Lancaster, 
Mr.  TaUaferro  had  122  votes  and  Mr.  Hungerford  96 
votes;  and  that  on  sucb  comparison  as  a^resaid,  20 
persons  who  voted  for  the  fi>rme)r  gentlenian,  and  20 
persons  who  voted  for,  the  latter,  ^appear  not-  to  have 
peen  legally  qualified  voters. 

That  0^  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Northua^ 
berlandt  Mr.  Taliaferro  had  22S  vojtes  and  Mr.  Hung- 
erford 76  votes  ^  and  that  on  such  compcuison  as  afore- 
said, 36  petspns  who  voted  fdr  the  former  gentleman,- 
and  1  person  who  voted  for  the  latter,  appear  not  to  haire 
beeii  legally  qualified  voters. 

That,  of  the' polls  taken -for  the*  county  of  King 
George,  Mr.  Taliaferro  had  114  votes  and  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford 125  yotes;  and  tiiat,  on  such  comparison  as  afore- 
said, 38  persons  who  had  voted  for  the  former  gentle- 
man, and  50  persons  wl^  voted  for  the  latter,  appear 
not  to  bftve  been  legally  qualified  votf'v.         s. 

That  of  the  polls  iaken  for  the  comity  of  Stafford* 
Mr*  Taliaferro  had  1^9  votes  and  Mr.  Hungerford  26 
vbtea ;  and  tha(,  on  sucb  comparison  as  aforesaid*  29 
p^raQus  who  voted  .for  ths  former  gentleman,,  appear 
,Bot  to  have  been  legally  qualified  voters.  < 

The  result  of*,  such  examination  and  comparison  is, 
that  deducting  from  both  polls  the  persons  challenged,' 
who  dd  not  appear  to  have  be^  qualified  -to  vote  ao-. 
eerding'to  the  land  lists  of  1810,  Mr.  Taliaferro  has  a 
majority  over  Mr.  Hungerford  of  121  votes. 

-The  cdmnfittse  further  report,  that  on  the  7th  day 
of  May  last,Uh^  petitioner  gave  notice  to  the  sitting 
member  of  his  intention  tp  .contest  the  ele<ftion,  on  the 
ground  that  die  former  l^ad  a  majority  bf  thte  lega|  and 
qualified  votes,  and  that  such  n9tice  Was  accompanied 
by  a  list  of  the.  poisons  challenged  by  the  petitioner, 
widi  Ills  objections  to  ihism.  On  the  ^i\  of  May^  the 
sitting  member  furnished  tbe  petitioner  with  a  list  of 
the  persons  challenged  by  biip,  setting  forth  his  objec- 
tions ai^Ainst  such  voters.  These  Ibts  contain,  as  well 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  the'  committee  find  not 
to  be  on  die  land  lists,  as  others  who  are  challenged  by 
the  parties  fot  the  want  of  ^e  freehold  quaIificatioa» 
and  (for  other' causes. 

'  Tlwt  on  the  27th  day  orSdptember  lastj^tha  petitioa- 
ar  gave  noticein  writing,  subscribed  by  him»  to  thasil^ 
tirig  aemhery'tbat  testimony  ^Roald  be  taken  in  relation 
to  S^  present  Controversy,  and  to  be  used  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  same,  at  King  George  court-^ous^  on  the 
H)th;  at  Weatmoreland  coutt-faouse  on  the  17th  V  and 
at  Ridimond  dourt-house  on  the  22d  of  October ;  and 
that  the  petitioner^  agreeable  to  sucfei  notice,  has  taken 
aondry  depositions,  which  sxe  now  before  the  commit- 
tee ;  but  the  ntting  number  did  not  attend  such  exam- 
ination, for  reasons  stated  by  Mm  in  a  protest  which 
he  caused  to  be  delivered  to  the  petitioner. 

The  committee  further  state,  that/ihey  made  the 
comparison  of  the  polls  with,  the  land  lists,  at  thie  parti- 
cular request  of  the  petitioner,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
reducmg  the  controversy  before  them  as  much  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  that  they  were  induced  to  this  course  from 
adopting  as  a  principle,  that,  according  to  the  laws  of 
Vucgiriia,  the  land  list  of  the  year  prior  .to  the  election 
isj  in  the  first  ihs^nce,  to  be  received  as  .fvidenoe  of 
aH  ihe  freeholders  in  thS  county :  but  this  evidence  they 
conceive,  and  so  it  was  admitted  by  the  parties,' is  only 
conclusive  in  the  absence  of  all  other  evidence;  and 
they  accordingly  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  competent  for 
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t&e  parties  to  idiow^^by  otlier  tmtimotiy,  tiMt  pent^ns 
•ppearhig  on  tiie  lani!  list  are  not  freeholdera,  and  thus 
not  entitled  to  vole;  and  on  the  othef  hand  that  persons 
not  appearing  on  the.  land  lists  are  freeholders  and 
Voters. 

The  sitting  member,  before  suoh  examination  tras 
gone  into,  aslced  for  time  to  take  tsstimOnjr,  iinaer 
thexonTicflon  tiiat  in  a  reasonable  period,  to  be  flied 
hf  the  committee,  he  would  be  able,  by  evidence  to  be 
taken^  to  support  his  challenges  and  his  poll,  and  he^ 
stH}  requests  such  time  to  be  allowed  to  him :  the  peti- 
tioner, on  the  other  hand«  has  at  all  times  opposed  sucl^ 
request,  on  the  ground  that  the  sitting  member  has  had 
sufficient  time,  stnce  he  was  apprized  that  the  election 
wouM  be  oontestedy  to  procure  his  test|moriy. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  some  inconTenienoe 
must  arise  to  the  petitioner»'if  this  contest  is  laid  Over 
for  any  time ;  but  they  think  the  right  of  suffrage  ought 
not  to  be  hazarded  or  destroyed  on  account  of  any  In- 
dividual]  inconvenience.  If  there  has  not  been  |:ross 
neglect  in  the  sitting  member,  the  committee  conceive  • 
that  it  is  due  'to  the  electors  of  the  district  who  polled' 
for  him,  and  to  himself  not  to  hurry  hiifcase  to  a  deci- 
8k>R  without  aflording  tliem  and  him  an  opportunity  to 
malce  good  the  election,  if  tiiey'can  do*  h.. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  (be  petitioner  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  contest  the  election,  io  the 
sitting  member,  on  the  7th  of  May ;  and  this  the  former 
contends  Was  sufficient  to  put  the  latter  to  th«  task  pf 
ooHcctiAg  anf^  tinvnging  huL  proof  ;r your  committee  s^e, 
however,  that  this  proceeding  was  modelled  on  the  laws 
and  usages  of  Virginia,  and  according  to. them  it  is. 
regarded  as  a  mere  incipient  step,  calling  for  no  poo- 
ceeding  fi^om  the  <nher  party.  Such  a  notice  on  the  heel 
of  a  contested  election,  is  an  index  to  the  feelings  of 
the  person  giving  it,  but' not  always  the  proof  of  a  set- 
tled determination.  As  the  period  of  the-  election  re- 
cedes, ahd  the  difficulties  attending  a  canvass  become 
more  apparent,  the  unsuccessful  candidate'  sometimes 
abandons  his  notice  and  his  scrutiny,  tt  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  required  of  the  person  returned,  for 
such  cause  alone,  to  wade  thtongh  all  the  trouble,  dif- 
ficulty and  expense  of  a  tedious  examination,  while  it 
temams  doubtful  whether  his  oppooent  win*  proceed : 
it  is  surely  in  setoon  to  begin  to  take  defensive  testi-. 
'ttony  v/h^n  the  oppoaiAg  par^  has  commenoH  the 
inveetigaci<yn. 

The  notice  given  by  the  petitioner  on  the  SVth  oif^ 
September,  for  the  examinations  on  the  10th,  17th,  aud> 
2M  of  October,  the  committee  iiavd  accordingly  jegard- 
ed  as  the  first  efficient  measure  -towards  the  scrutiny', 
and  they  are  satisfied  that  in,  a  district  composed  of. 
six  counties,  and  in  a  case  where  the  votes  challenged 
exceeded  four  hundred,  it  was  not  practicable  for  the 
sitting  member  to  take  his  testimony  in  season  for  the 
commencement  of  this  session.  ,  A  notice  given  by  him 
after  the  39th  of  September,  would  not  have  been 
deemed  reasonable  for  an  earlief  day  than  the  lOth  of 
October;  nor  would  it  hkve.-been  allowed  in  him  tp 
call  the  petitioner  from  hie  own  exatmnalions,  which 
were  to  continue  until  after  the  92d  of  October :  after 
the  22d  of  October,  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that 
the  sitting  member  could  procure  his  evidenccj  allow- 
ing him  time. before  the  first  day  of  the  session  to  travel 
to  the  Feat  of  government. 

The  com'mittee,fn  addition  to  the  facts  already  stated, 
report,  thst  h  appears  to  them  that  On  the  29th  day  of 
April  last,  being  the  day  of  the  canvt^Bs,  the  petitioner 
procured  the  certificates,  under  oaA,  of  two  of  the 


sheriA  and  two  ofthe  deputy  aherifife  who  attonded  to 
compare  the  poll^  t&at  if  an  equality  of  Totea  had  ap- 
peared, they  would  have  voted  lor  the  petitioner»  whidi 
eertificate  was  tnmsmitled  by  the  magistrate,  befoie 
whom  it  was  attested,  to  the  derk  of  this  House,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Taliafrrro,  to'  be  rettioed  uatil  called  tar 
by  him.  ^    ' 

This,'tbe  petitioner  alleges,  ought  to  6e  regarded  m 
the  commencement  el hia  teAindnf  ,and  oontands  that 
it  not  opiy  advertised  the  sitting  member'thai'  his  sect 
would  be  contested,  but'miade.it  neeesaary  for  him 
forthwith,  and  ^prithout  further  netiee  or  act  ob  die  part 
of  the  petitiolle^  to  proceed  to  his  taamivatieiis.  The 
^otumlttee^  ]|owever,  hate  nothiag  before  iham  which 
goes  to  show  di^ncil5r  the  ebjeei^of  the  pqlittoner  in 
fitMMmgiHB  eer^fktte;  nor  can  they » in  Mkj^yemt  of 
viei#t  coniider  if  as  such  a  preMe  th  the  eorutiny  « 
to  require  ^m  the  sitting  member  thatiie  ihould  pre- 
eeed  to  his  canvaas.  -    ■  ',  '    ^ 

The  eommittee>  thereibra,  mp&a  a  view  efall  the  oif- 
cQiniilaBces  of  the  case,  are  of  opipiion,  that  linrther 
time  otfght  to  faf  grantod  to  the  stttlng  member  to  pm- 
ciire  tibstimonyi  and  they  aecordmgfy  submit  the  M- 
lowing  resolution :. 

ReMohidj  .TM  a  reasoilable  lime  be  allowed  io  John 
P.  Hungerford>  a  momher  of  Ifels  House,  to.  procun^ 
testimony  relative  to  his  election,  and  ^at  the  Coorant- . 
te(e  of  Elections  have  power  tk>  exAmine  witnesses,  hnd 
to  make  order  for  such, exambriitions  in  the  case  cf  the 
said  election. 

WssTMORXLAirD  CotrirTT,  il;»n729,  1811. 
*'  Bia:  The  enclosed '  document  wae' taken,  signed, 
and*  sworn  to,  by  the  8ubscril)ing  gentlemen,  in  the 
presence  of  John  Taliaferro,  Esq.,  General  Hunger- 
ford,  and  myself,  at  a  meeting  of  the  sherifls  at  Weet- 
ihorelaiid  ocovrt-house,  for  '.the  pt^rpoto^of  4»miparing 
the  Congresfional  poll  for  the  coqntiefl  of  Stafibrd, 
king  Geoi^ge,  Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Lancitater, 
and '  Northumberland ;  and  which  paper  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you^  at.  the  request  pf  lifr,  Taltafhrro,  to  be 
retained  by  yon  un^il  called  for  by  him. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  Ac. 

THOMAS  ROWAND. 
J   Patmck  MAevtn»B»  ]^aq«,        • 

qJerk  if  tike  Hkvti  of  Rq^  U.  & 

We,  the  undelsighed  sherift,  who  hitve  assembled 
M'  Westmoreland  coutt-house,  on  the  Sfth  day  of 
April,  .191 1»  to  codnt  and  compare  the  polle  taken  in 
'6nx  respective  ootmties  for  a  Megate  Io  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. fdr  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  do  certif)r  that.  If  an  eqnalfty  of  viNies  had 
appeared  ph-  the  whole  of  (he  poll,-  we  riionld'hftve 
voted  in  the -following  manner: . 

Sichar^  Claugfaton,  deputy  ehetiff  for  Thomas 
ButPt;  sheriiff  of  Northuinbeflaiid,  ahniikl  have  voted 
ihr  John  TtUinftm.  William  S.  Sterne,  deputy  Aer- 
iff  for  JEiftocfa  MksoR,  aheriff  of  StaAbrd»  eheold  hnvv 
'voted  fbr  Johtt  Taliafeiro.*  3.<Dig^  Diehman,  aherifif 
of  King  George,  would  have  voted  for  John  TVliaftm. 
Joseph  Cartel,  jun.,  sheriff  ef  Lanceeter,  would  have 
voted  fbr  John  .Taliaferiro. 
St  ATX  OB  YinoiiriA,  We»imoreland  eounty,  to  toit,- 

This  29th  day  of  April,  1811,  the  aforcsfiiid*  Richard 
'Claughton,  William  -S.  Sterne,  James  D.  Bisfaman, 
end  Joseph  Carter,  jun.,  made  oath  before  me,  a  Jus- 
.tice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  that  they  would  havis 
given  their  vote  in  the  manner  as  above  stated  by 
them.  Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  year  above. 
tHOMAS  ROWAWD. 
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Virgvnia  Qmtuipd,  ElUetim* 


H«  (xp  R* 


I,  Joseph  Fox.  deik'of  Uie  court  Of  WestmoreJuid 
coimtyt  Qualified  according  to  law^  do  certify  thst 
Thomas  Kowand,  whose  name '  is  subscribed  withiil> 
was,  at  Ae  tftqe  of  takiiig  the  affidavit  to  which'  his 
name,  is  subscribed,  and  is  now»  to  acting  justice  of 
'the  peace  lb>  safd  count j,  duly  commissioned  and 
qiiattSed  aeoordmg  to  law,  tod  that  due  laitlt'  and 
credit  ought  to  he  given  to  all  -his  ajcts  as'  such. 

In  testrmofiy  whereof  I  liave  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  aflixed  the  public  seal  of  Taj  oiBee,  this  IMrteetith 
dufcf  AjfnY,  in  tile, year*  of  our  Lord  one'thotisand 
eight  hfindred  and*  eleven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia  the  thirty-fifth: 

iO€(bPH  f  OX,  C.  W.  C. 

*  .      •       .  .  ,    - 

Ki^Q  GiiOEos,  Mmy  4,  1811. 

SiK :  Be  pleased  to  take  notice,  that  I  shall,  on  tlie 
meeting  of  the  next  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
contest  your  election  to  reorese&t  the  counties  of 
"Westmoreland,.  Richmond,  Lancaster,  Northumbe/- 
•  land-.  King  G^rge,  apd  Stafford,  in  that  body,  on  tho 
ground  thai  you  did  not,  at  ihe  lest  election,  obtaia  ^ 
Inajoritj  of  the  electors  of  the  said  di»tnet  who  were 
legally  qualified  to  vote  Hot  «  Representative  to  Coa- 
gi^s^.  '  And  I  shall  further  make  it  appeaty  if  aedes- 
saiy,  that  your  election  ha?  been  ^ntrar^  to  law  ^andi 
finally,  thati  shail  claim  the  right  to  represent  the 
said  district,  in  virtue  of  my  having  obtaine.d  ovet  you 
a  majority  of  the  votes  oi  the  electors  thereof  who 
i^ere  duly  and  legally  authorized  to  vote  io  the  elec- 
tion. Below  you  will  4ad  a  list  of  the  names  of  the' 
persons  from  the  several  cotiuiie^  in  the  said  district, 
whe  voted  f^r  you,  to  whose  votes  I  object  as  not  being 
legal,  and  my  particular  objections;  to  the  Icigality  of. 
each  person's  vote  are  pl^kced  opposite  to  each  of  the)r 
names.      "  '    -.        ...         . 

I  am,  respect^lly^  youlr.  obedient  servaiUt,  dLc. 

JOHN  TALIAFEHRO.    • 

general  Joak  P.  ]^6)r«sarbaD. ' 

,  [Here  follows  ihe  list  of  304  aames^]         ^ 

8x11 :  Below  you  wilt  ftnd'^list  Of  the  naoMc'of  4he 
perMAia  fiom  tbe  iJ^teMlcpwitioaiDoqipirti^g^tho  C^** 
gn^vnaA  iutakfk  Mint  which  I  have  boon  eloetod,  wb<^ 
votod  ibr  yov  40  vo^rtMent  ihe;aai4  disttiet  in  the  Coii4 
gtesa  of  tba  Uinted»8la«rtj  to  whOM  voles  t  object  ks 
being  illegal;  and  appostto,  to  Ifeir  namo'of  aach  v«ler 
ao  oi^aeted  to  by^ma  3^o«  vriililnd  mypattiaaliftt  ob- 
jection to  thaWgality  of  the  TOta. 

Toots,  reOpoctftrf^, 

:  ^  JOflN  P.  HUNOBSrORD.  - 

Mr*  la«ar  T^aiavfaaa.    ■ 

[Haraf^NOwi  the  litfi  of  1^  mmsm.} 

WisTMOBKLxaD  Cor KTjr,  fo  ten/.- '. 

On  this  day  Henry  Hungerford  personally  appeared 
before  me,  James  Miller,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
far  the  aforesilid  coopty,  and  mads  oath  that,  on  the 
Mth  day  of  May,  he  delivered  to  John 'Taliaferro, 
£sq.,  a  ttue  copy  of  the  aforegoing  writing.  Certified 
this3Qthday  of  October,  1911..      .. 

{AMES  MILLFR. 
8a»x«M«ai  2d,  WW. 

Sm:  Be  pleased  to  takanotiaei  thatI  shall,  at  King 
Geosga  cDurt4iouse,'0a.  the  lOtfa  day  of  October  next, 
and  at  Westmoreland  couTt-haase,  on  t6e  17th  of  t|ie 
same  month,  and.  at  Richmond  aourt-honse,  .on  the 
S2d  of 'the  same  month,  proceed  to  take  the  evidence 
of  snadry  pecsoas,  to  be  asOd  by  me  in  the  dedsiaa  of 
tha  eofttert.noar  dependiag  between  yon  and  myself 


fta  a  seat,  ik  tho  next  Coagras^  of  the  United'  Slatoi, 
as  the  Represaatative  of  &  dteiet  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Staffoid,  King  George, .  Westmoreland, 
Richmond,  Northamharland,  and  I^asaster ;  and  that 
I  smill  proceed,  at  each  oi  the  abova  plaoee,  «t  the 
times  above  stated,  to  taka^iidanae*  and  coatinaa  at 
each  platae,  from'  day  to  day,  to  take  evidonce  until  tha 
wbofo  can  be  gone  through  with.' 

lami,  sit,  reipact^Uy  youni, 

JOHN  TAUAFERRO. 
•    General  Joaa  P.  HuxaxaFoaa. 
S^jLTB  Off  ViaaiaiA,  King  Gtorgt  C&unH/,a€t.* 

Meriwediar  Tallatoo  made' oath  before  ma^  an  aet- 
iag  justice  of  the  poAoe  Ibr  the  aforesaid  eonn^,  that 
he  did,*  on  the  S7th  of  last  month,  (Beptemb^,)  da- 
Htar  to  Qaneral  John  P.  Hungerford  *  jietiee,in  wh-' 
ting,  of  whkii  the  within  is  a  tnio  copy.  GiTeh  undar 
my  hand  this  8th  day  of  October^  181 1. 

ALRX.  8;  HOOB. 

Le^mtowv,  October  %  l^ll- 

Sja:  I  protest  against  the  notices  you  haverecei^tly 
givep  mo,  io'take  d^positioos  in  three  of  the  counties 
of  the  district,  for  the  following  reasons : 
. .  Ist.  There  exists  no  laW  entitling  you  to  givo  them, 
empowering  i£>  magistrate  to  administer  the  oaths,  or 
to  take  the  depositions  providing  an  authority  to  de- 
cide'in^cidontal  questions  during  an  investigation,  or 
enabling  me  io  obtain  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 

2d^.  There  does  exist  a  law  requiring  my  attend- 
ance in  Congress  on  thO  4th  6f  November  next,  as  the 
member  Teturned  for  the  district. 

3dly.  It  is  impessibie  for  me  to  obey  the  exisiing 
law,  and  conform  also  to  the  mode  you  h^ve  adopted, 
without  law,  for  flcrutinizing  the  election.  It  termi- 
natad  Oq  t^e  22d  of  April.  On  the  4tlx  of  May  you 
.notified  me,  apeordhig<  to,  the  law  of  Virginia  in  rela- 
tion to 'State  elections,  of  your  intention  to  dispute 
m^  election,  and  furnished  me  with  lists  of  votes  you 
objected  to.  In  each  of  the  six  counties  composing  the 
.diitiic^;  and  1  furnished  yo«  with  similar  eoqilter-lists, 
aocording  to  thn^sama.law.  Reoeotly  you  have  givaa 
ma  noUae  o^  an  iateatiop  to  ^ko  depositions  i|i  three 
of  fhose  oaoatiss^  on  the  IOth«  17tb;aad  tstd  of  tUs 
month';  raaornng  .an  ^a^tMl  pori^fT.  to^exfaanit  the 
moajUi  of  Novamb^  in  ^e  other  threa^  in  thaaame 
^ay,  hofora  I'  can  be  appriaad of  tlia  ahtora  <tf  ya«T 
fzoeftiona^  or  tfato  sqrideace  aeoaaiary  to  aeeti  thorn. 
Ttta^  ioganiaQs  manag^anlt  for  posluiig  tha  scmtioy 
bayoitd,  or  for-  into,  maeosaion  af  Congfosoy  makes  it 
ia^MBsihlefoff  mo  6oCh>to  obey  tha  law  raqoiiing  my 
atteatdaikea  daring  this  period,  and  to'  obey  your  fotvM 
Battces^or  to 'avail  mysalf  of  a  fight  af  a  personal 
attea^anea,  wi<ioat'Vii»latinff  the  right  of  my  eonstil- 
oants  to  repreaeatation ;  and,  howevaf  imparatiTe  the 
prefbrenoa  faatwesQ  those  evils  may  ha,  in  a  caae  of 
deceasBQr,  I  know  nat  fay  what  aathori^  yoa  eaa  im- 
paaait. 

ithly^i  Nor  do  the  prindples^of  reason  aad  oqnity, 
in  my  view,  militate  less  forcibly  than  those  of  law, 
against  the  mode  of  scrutiny  you  hav^  attempted  to 
prescriba.  .Tha*  notiiealion,  aoobrding  'to  the  State 
'law,  was  alao  a  notification  of  yoor  Intention  to 
adopt  ita  IrWea  throughaat.  It  enacts  that  scrtitinias 
shall  eommanea  within  two  months  af  the  election, 
and  terminate  thirty  days  before  the  aosuing  ses- 
sion of  Assembly.  Your  propoMld  oommeooement  is 
neat  six  nlotiths  from  the  election,  and  the  termina- 
tioa  of  the  scnitiny,  if  I  ought  ta  be  allowed  as  much 
tima  as  you  have  *  exhanstad  and  will  exhaust,  would 
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probftbly  go  beyond,,  or  deep  iiiio»)the  etesioii  of  Con- 
gress. If,  by  your  first  notke,  you  can  avul  yoOrself 
of  the  letter  or  equity  of  the  State  law^  yovie  subse- 
quent n6i]^coRfi)rmity  to  either  was  a  notification  tom^ 
of  an  abandonment  of  the  sertfttny*.  If  not,,  even 
yonr  first  notioe  was  hrrbtatitfr  and  void.  '  But  if  its 
equity  and  justice^  is  enstainabteiipon  Jthe  i&oral  an- 
th/ority  of  the  law,  the  same  authority  is  equally  ooik* 
elusive  against  the  equity  a»d  justice  of  yonr  lying  by 
ioft  near  six  inoh ths, -and  then  attempting  to  compel 
the  returned  member  to  desert  bis  coniititnents,*  or  liis 
defence.  The -object  of'fhe'(law  you  have  adopted, 
and  violated,  w^s  lo  pre^nt  a,medefOf  proceeding  in- 
jiUKHis' to  an  individual  or  to  tlll»  people;  tothe  indi<* 
vidnaC  from  the  decisive  advantage  his  abienoe  would 
give  to  an  antagonist  in  the  investigation  of  a  nnilli- 
tudo'of  distinct  oases,  as  to  wluch  no  ageHt  cpuld  or 
would  be  suflkienily.infonqed  to  do  Und  justice ;  or  to 
the  people,  fii^om  tlie  loss  of  representation,  or  from  re- 
ceiving it  rather  iirom  a  scrutiny  qnequafly  condugied, 
than  from  their  own  suffices. 

Whatever  might  have  been  a  proper  line  of  condjact 
'  for  me,  bad  you  -continuedito  conform  gto  the  principles 
of  our  State  law,  I  discover  no  obligation  for  conform- 
ing to  a  mode  of  scrutiny,'  prescribed  only  by  yoursMi^ 
•contrary  to  those  principles ;  becaupe  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  warranted  as  little*  by  justice  irs  hj  Jaw,  to  cor- 
respond .with  no  principle,  countenanced,  or  likely  to 
be  countenanced,  by  either,  and  to  be  at  -least  as  liable 
to  be  rejected  on  my  part  before  I  had  adopted  H,  fts  the 
State  mode  can  be  on  yours  after  you  had  ^one  so.  I, 
bannot,  therefore,  ii  justice  to  the  district,  or!to  my- 
self, perform  any  i^ct  from  which  could  be  inferr^  a 
submission  to  the  unauthopzed  system  you  have  adopt- 
ed, nor  allow ,  any  validity  to  the  affidavits  you  nuy 
take  in  pursuance  thereof 

I  am,  ^r,  lespectfuUy*  yours)  &c. 

JO&N  P.  HUNGERFORD, 
Of  TOME  19, 1811. 

i  This'  dxtraov^aiy  paper,  .^  full  of  truism  and 
sophism,  whether  itt  be  conskJiBBed  4s.*  sericms  protest^ 
or  as  .an  indirect  mode  of  popular  whee'dlihg,  was.  re* 
oeiyed  by  mo  on  or  about  the  11th'  instant^  ^Octo^.} 
I  certainly  never  meant  toiset  under  eHber  of  Oie  laws 
raftrred  to  la  th^  paper ;  the  l^te  la#,  tegtlatiag  |ts 
own  praeeediDga  on  contested  electioiM,  had  do  9fpii\ 
eation ;  a»d  the  U]W  of  Congressi  oil  a.  like  ^v^eqt, 
had,  long  afo,  anired.  WhAt  might  possibly  be*  the 
**  moral  aath'ority, '  mentioned  in  the  papes,  of  a  fi>r^ 
^n,  a  scaled,  .-or  of  an  expired.  Ifiw^  m  the  ease^I 
caimot  undertake  to  say.  I  jooasidefed  that  the  House 
of  llepresei»tatives,  both  from  thejuature  of  the  etae,> 
and  from  the  positive  words  df  the  O^astitaiion,  luui 
frill' power  to  jijldge  of  the  elections,  qualifications,  and 
retiAns  of  their  own  member ;  that  sd  general  a  grant 
of  power  ^eoesMun(y  implied  a  gceat  range  of  discrelioit 
in  respect  to  evidence ;  that,  from'  the  oommencement 
of  |he  Qovemmeat  to.  /lanuary,  1798,  and  from  Aprfl,. 
1804,  to  the  present  dav*  no  act  of  Congress  had  ex- 
isted regulating  ooiltestbd  electioi|« ;  that,  k^  those  pe- 
riods of  time>  elections  had  beea  contested  and  decided 
on  almost  ev^ery  point  that  admits  of  contest.  1  there- 
ftie,  without  reference  to  any  past  law>  endeavored  to 
procure  trafficSentteAimony  on  the  general  principles 
which  are  adopted  in  courts  of  Uw  where  affidavits  are 
received  in  place  of  the  oral  testimony  of  witnesses 
present.  -  I  meant,  at  tiie  earhest  dav,  to  submit  the 
testimony  I  had,  with  deference,  to  the  Committee  of 
.  Elections,  to  Solicit  their  earHeet  attention  to  iu  auffi- 


ciency  in  point  of  form,  and'  theU  instructions  as  to 
what  ether  sort  of  testiinony  they  liiight  require,  that 
I  might,  in  the  speediest  way,  perfect  the  one  and  pro- 
cure the  other.    . 

/  ,     .   JOHN  TAtlAFEBRO. 

•         -  WABHnroTOFy^iVotiein&er  19,  IBll. 

The  petitioner,  in  answer  to  the  objec^one  of  Mr. 
Itungeriprd,  the  sitting^  member, 'to  the  admiesioB  ia 
evidence  oi  the  notice 'and  affidavits  produced  b^  ths 
petitioner  iii  support  of  the  allegations  m  his  pialitioB, 
respectfully  represents,  to  the  Committee  of  EteetioBS, 
that,  tj^ough  no  taw  of  l^e  flnlted  'States,  or  of  the 
mate  of  Virginia,  exists,  presctibiag^lhe  okodeof  takp 
ing  evidence  in- contested-  elections  )<^e  ij»  preajMit, 
yet  it  has  beew  the  settled  practice  of  Congrete,  tfince 
the  law  of  the  United  Stj^tes  on  that  subject  enihed,  to 
receive  the  efiden:beof  either  pariy,  taken  ooniQnnablv 
,to  the  4aWs  and  general  usa^e  of  the'  Stale  to  which 
they  belong,,  requiring  always  that '  reesonaMe  notice 
be  given  to  tKe  adverse  party '^of  thne  and  place,  that 
he  may  attend  and  crodb-examine  the  witnesses,  if  he 
thinks  proper,  like  petitioner,  therefore,  suhmiu  te 
the  committee^  whether  the  notices  given  by  him,  and 
tkft  evident  taken,  do  not  ebme  within  the,est^blttbed 
practice  Of  Congress,  -so  as  to  tender  them  admissible 
on  the,  present^'occasion.  •  -With  r^'ard  to  the  suggee- 
'  tien  of  the  atttiiig  member,  that  he  has  Hot  had  time  to 
collect  and*  prepare  the  evidence  in  snppott  of  his  re- 
torn,  the  petitioner  begs  feave  te  state  the  following 
fejcts :  Ist.  That  the  election  closed  on  the  SlHh  day 
of  April  last,  at  whidi  time  the  petitbnerv  diBclared  to 
the  -sitting  m^i^ber  his  intehtibn  to  contest  the  elec- 
lion;  and 'did,  in  the  presence  bi  the  sitting  member, 
cause  the  affidavits 't>f  foUr  persons  to  he  taken  and 
transmitted  to  the  Cleric  of  the  House  of  RepresonU- 
tives.  lo  be  used  as  .evidence,  in  the  controveriy.  2d. 
Xh'at,  on  the  T^h  day  of  May!  he  eahsed  to  be'iieliv«red 
te  the  sitting  member  a  noti^  i|i  writing,  stating  men 
friOy  the  intention  of  the  petitioner  to  contest  the  elee- 
tiOn;  annextid  tp  which  ^notice  was  a  list  of  the 
names- of iall  \he  votsrsI'On  tbd  pol.ls  ofthe  sitting  mem- 
k^r  ol^eded ;to  Vy  the  petit^nisr,  aitd  «  spMificatson  ef 
the  particular  groond  of  objection  to.(»adi  voter«.  And, 
My.  That  the- petitioner  didi,  on  the  37th.  of  Septeat- 
Ber,  give  the  sitting  mtuMr  notiee  bf  the  ttnea  and 


places  when -and  whete  the  testimony  ofthe  witnes 
propoeed,  to  be  examined  by  the  •petitioner  weald  he 
taken  i  during  the  whole  of  whioh  t^e  the  sitting^ 
memb<^  made*  no  effort  either  to  controvert  ike-evl- 
denOfr  adduced  by  <h«  jpetltioner,  .or  to  show  thai,  ac- 
cording to  the.  -constituiMf  B  or  la#a  of  YiigiBia,  tbose 
voters  to.  tsh^m  the  pet^dner  had  o|]jected  were  enti- 
dedio  the  right  of  sufirnge ;  nor  hes  h'e  alleged  n  aan- 
gie  reaimn  i^hy  h%  cou^d  not  have  availed  himself  of 
such  testhnqny,  if  it  exiAtejd,  at  th^  openinf  of  flie 
present  session,  of  Congress, 

.  'If  there  is  a  poiht  which  the  sitting  member  can  es- 
tablish lo  change  the  aspect  of  the  c4se,  or  if  it  be  in 
his powerto  countervail  the  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee so  a*  to  produce  a  result  In  his  favor,  the  peti- 
tioner demands  an>exposition  of  that  point,  and  a.  dis- 
ckMlure  ofthe  evidence  upon  which  the  sitting  member 
Will  rely  to  effect  that  objecU  The  qnestion  wili  then 
be  fairly  presented  to  the  tiew  of  the  oommittes,  and 
thev  can  determine  whether<'the  •evidence^  which  tlm 
siting  member  supf(bses  to  be  material,  might 'not  Iwve 
been  obtained,  with  proper  exertian,  anterior  to  the 
meeting  of  Congress ;  whether  due  diligence  hss  been 
used  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and,  if  not,  ficm  what 
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caase  the  neglect  har  ariten ;  and  finally,  whethet  the 
proof  whic^'  the  sitting  member  imagines  to  exi^t 
would,  if  it  were  before  the  oommlttee,  be  eufficient  to 
■u'atain  the  Talidity  of  his  election.    Thd  petitioner 
begs  leave  to  refer  U^e  committee  to  ah  attentiTe  exam- 
ination of  the  Gonstitutlbn  and  laws  of  Virginia  esta^ 
Jiabing  the  right  of  soffirage.    From  these  it  will  appear 
tiiat  eveiymal^  citixen  of  the  States  (other  than  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,)  aged  -twenty -one  .years,  who  is 
possessed  of  a  ireehold  ^tateat  the  -least,  or  who  is 
tenant  fi>r.  life,  in  ft  quantity  of  laAd,if  improyed,  equal 
to  twenty-five  atres,  or  fifty  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
or  of  a  lot  or  part  of  a  lot  in,  any  town  established  by 
law,  and  who  shall  have  been  so  possessed  six  months, 
unless  the  same  thaU  bie  derived  by  marriage  or  by  dc^* 
scent,  and  none  others,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  General  Asseml^ly.    It  is  alfto  pro- 
vided by  a  law  of  the.  State  that  one  or  mofe  commis- 
sioners of  the  revenue  shall  be  annually  apfxiihted  hf 
the  court  of  ekeh  county,  whose  olpecial  dii^y  it  shall 
be  to  register,  in  alphabetieal  ordor,  in  a»book  called  the 
lahd-bo^  or  list,  the  nkme  of  4adl  and  every  land- 
holder in  his 'county ;  and  for  the  better  execution  of 
which,  it  is  provided,  by  law,  that  each 'person  shall  an- 
nually, on  oathy  give  a  trup  and  exact  account  of  all 
lands  and. other  property  of  which  h6  is^XMsessed,  to  be 
entered  on  the  book  or  the  list  of  the  said  commissioner* 
Thi«  land  list  is,  by  express  statute,  made  conclmive 
evidence  for  and  against  aherifis  in.  the  collection  9f  the 
land  tax.    It  is,  by  law,  evidence  for  or  against  persot^s 
who  otaiit.or  refuse  to  vote  at  elections  for  Representa- 
tives to.  the  State  Legislature  or  to  Congress.    By  law, 
it  is  the  test  b^  which  to  try  the,  competency  of  grand 
jurors,  «s  none  but  freeholders  are  allowed  to  be  grand 
jurors.     I^has  bej^n  the  immemorfal  usa^e  of  the  Leg* 
ialature  of  Virgihia  to  resort  to  the  lapd  list  Vu  the  most 
aatiefaetoiy "proof  in  contested  electsonisy  and  their  de- 
oiaiona,  in  casea  similar,  to  the  one  before  the  committee, 
h%¥e  uniformly  been  in  favor  pf  the  candidate  having 
on  l^iii  poll  a  majority  of  totes  supported  by  auch  list. 
Frona  this'  view  of  thi^  laws  and  usages  of  Yiiginib,  the 
comn^ittee  will  readily  perceive  that  great  credit,  la  due 
to  the  1^  list,  as  a  list  of  Jthe  qualification  of  voters ; 
and  the  petitioner  feels  confident-  that  it  will  be  re-, 
oeived   by  the  committee  as  conclusive  evidence  in 
the  case  under  consideration,  unless  other  testimony, 
equally  respectable,  should  be  adduced  to  support  the 
pretensions  of  the  sitting  member.    Apply  this  Uat  to  the 
poll  of  each  party,  and  it  is  a  fair. inference,  that,  out. 
of  any  given  number  of  votes  divided  between  Ihenu 
ita  operation  would  diminish  the  votes  of  each  in  equal 
jiropoitioiiSb 

The  petitioner  humbly  conceives  that  the  proposition 
•f  the  'sitting  aember  fior  ftirther  time  fo  oollectfhis 
0videB6e,  is  supported,  neither  by  reason  tior  precedent. 
.  It  would,  seem,  to  be  unnecessary^  aftor  the  solemn 
decision  of  the  House  ef  Repiesentattves  in  the  case 
of  Baylios  and  Turner,  to  enter  into  any  general  reli^ 
■oning  upon  this  subject.  In  the  cise  referred  to,'  all 
application  for  further  time  was  refueed,  notwithstand- 
ing the  sitting  mltmber  declared  it  would  he  in  his 
power  to.  produce,  on  a  subeequent  day,  material  evi- 
dence, of  which  he  had  not  previously  known. .  But, 
without  the  aid  of  this  adjudication,  such  an  indulgence 
is  manifestly  inconsi^ent  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
justice,  and  the  most  fomiliar  maxims  in  every  judicial 
tribunal.  Iff  indeed,  the  sitting  member  can  show  to 
the  committee  that  the  evidence  be  is  in  search  of  was 
not  in  his  posmsasion  or  power  tt  any  former  period, 
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that  it  is  material  td  the  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  ,bf  the  United  "States, 
and  that  be  has  made  use  of  every  reasonable  diligenee 
to  obtain  the  same  in  .dile  time  without  efiect,  the  pe- 
titioner would  not  contest  the  proprietj.and  (aimess  of 
suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  a  final  determination  of^ 
the  present  controversy.,  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
manijfest  to  the  committeie,  that  all  thtf  means  in  the 
power  of  Ihe  petitioner  to  prosecute  ^he  inquiry,  on  hia 
part,  wero  equally  open  to  the  sitting  member  to  pre- 
pare for  l^is  defence;  thiit>  immediately  after rooeivmg 
the  notification,  as  early  as  the  7th  of  May  last,  that 
his*  election  would  be  contested,  it  Was  the  incumbent 
duty  of  the  fitting  member,. without  w^ting  for  fiir- 
thec  ete^  to  he  taken  by  tiie  petitioner,  to  nave  met 
tjie  objections  made  by  the  petitioner  to  the  voters  ape- 
.dfically  named^  an4  to  show  .the  basis  on  which  their 
right  to  vote  rested.  Such  a  course  was  due  to  him- 
self, if-hel>elieved  the  evidence  for  that  purpose  trka 
in''  existence ;  it  w^s  due  also  to  the  respect  wbich 
ought,  on  all  occasions,  to  be  evinced  for  the  honorable 
.body  of  which  he.  was  returned  a  member,  and  before 
whom  his  case  was  to  be  heard.  Regardless  of  these 
considerations,  and  of  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  de- 
mand, in  behalf  of  the  electors  of  his  district)  a  spe^y 
dedeion  of  a  case  involvmg  their  dearest  interests^  the 
sitting  member* has  sufier^  six  months  to  elapse  with*  * 
out  even  an  attempt  to  obtain  that  evidence  which  he 
now  pretends ,  to  be  io  essential  in  his  defence.  He 
has  appeared  before  the  committee,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  making  his  defence,  hut  to  bf  reUeved  from  that 
unpleaaant/task;  the  committee  are  gravely  esked  to 
reward  liis  negligence,  by  gtfintinK  a  delays  which,  in 
all  human. probi^bility,  will  amouqit  to  a  virtual  confir- 
mation of  bis  seat.  The  sacred  right 'of^iefkresentation 
in  the  'Legislatwe,  at  this  critical  and  important  con- 
juucture  of  our  national  concerns,  ought  not  to  be  si* 
rested  from  a  portion  of  the  American  people,  upon 
pretexts  which  are  not  supported  by  facts  or  circum- 
staneee,  and  which,  if  true  in  their  fullest  extent,  would 
fail  of  producing  any  material  change  in  the  result  of 
the  present  investigation.  To  demonstrate  the  accura- 
cy or  this  poposition,  ^e  pistitioner  begs  leave  to  tefer 
the  committee  to  the  extraordinary  augmentation  of 
votQs  ih  the  county  of -Westmoreland,  by  which  it  wilt 
appear  that  one  hundrbd  atid  sixty- two  votes,  not  6n- 
rdlled  on  the  land  list,  were  given  to  th^  sitting  mem- 
ber in  that  coonty,  being  mote  by  twenty-eight  than 
are  excluded  ftom  t^O  entire  poll  of  the  petitioner,  by 
the  application  f^  t^e  lond  list  as  a  test  to  his  poll  taken 
for  the  six  colknties  composing  the  district ;  in  addition 
to«which,  the  sitting  meniber  received  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  bad  votes  in.  the  other  oountieii. 

Ffom  theee  premises,  which  are  supported  by  the 
strongest  prOofo  in  the^poasession  of  the.  committee;  tfio 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that,  admitting  the  sitting 
member  to  sustain  every  objection  which  he  has  made 
to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  he  would  foil  very  far  short 
of  raising  his  number  to  a  legitimate  majority  of  the 
district  Tht  petitioner,  therefore,  with  due  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  can  perceive  no  possi- 
ble benefit  to  be  derived  from  an  enlargement  of  the 
time  for  taking  testimony. 

Such  a  course  might,  and  moat  probably  would,  ena- 
ble th6 'petitioner  to  increase  the  majority  of  constitu- 
tional suffrages  to  which  he  is  entitled,  but  it  could  not 
most  assuredly  lessen  them  into  a  .minority.  Deeply 
impressed  by  the  foregoing  considerations,  and  with 
the  important  rights  of  his  feU6w-citizena  involved  in 
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the  isane  of  thevqaeslion  before  the  coQimitiee,  the  pe- 
titioner prays  that  hie  caee  may  be  considered  and  ae- 
iermined  without  further,  delay. 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 

Mr.  EiiOTT  addressed' th^  Chair  as  follow?: 
Mr.  Speaker:  Before  the  question  is  taken  on 
the  resolution  noW  before  the  House,  I  shall  tol^e 
the  liberty  of  ^submitting  a  few  remarks  in  expla- 
nation of  the  vote  which  I  am  about  to  give.  I 
am  aware  that,  from  the  time  which  has  already 
been  consumea  in  this  discus&ioni  the'. patience, of 
the  House  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  is  therefore 
with  great  and  unfeigned  reluctance,  that. I  rise 
to  take  part  in  the  debate.  The  on ty^ considera- 
tions ind^  which*  induce  me  to  tro.uble  you  at 
this  time,  are,  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Commit*, 
tee  of  Elections  which  reported  the  resolution, 
and  that  the  grounds  on  which  I  agreed  to  thie 
resolution  in  the  comtnittee,  aod  which  still  re- 
tain their  inflifenc^  on  my  mind,  have  not  been 
distinctly  stated,  and  I  fear  are  not  perfectly  un- 
<^rst6od.  ■       ■ 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into' the  merits 
of  the  election,  or  to  exhibit  a  scale  of  probabil- 
ities by  which  the  Hou^  sb^li  be  enabled  or 
called  upon  to  judge  of  the  possibly  result  of  this 
'controversy.  These  topics  appear. to  me  to  hcTc 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  postponemeni ; 
and  if  we  allow  a  hasty  and  half  digested  opin- 
ion with  res|)ect  to  the  possible  6r>  the  probable 
end  of  the  dispute  formed  from  documents  not 
perfectly  understood,  or  bottomed  on  the  opinions 
of  person^  in  whom  we  confide,  to' guide- us,  it  is 
^  very  much  to  ^be  fiPared  that  ^e  shall  be  misled. 
What,  sir!  shall  we,  when  a  party  requests  time  in 
a  case  like  tbat'now  before  us,  in  order  to  procOce 
testimony-rwhen  he  tells  us  that  by  such  testi- 
mony he  not  only^  intends  but  expects  to  support 
hi:i  retiM-n  and  his  right  to  a  deat  in  this  House — 
shall  we  turn  round  and  teH  him  that  we  under^ 
stand  his  case  better  than  he  does  himself,  and  that 
as  we  are  saitisfied,  he  cannot  mak^  out  his  rmht, 
that  we  will  not  therefore  give  him  time  7  Is  it 
true  that  wt,  who  now  for.  the  first  time  have  a 
view  of  the  controversy,. can  be  aa  competent 
to  judge  of  it  aa  one  who  wa^  an  aclor  m  the 
scenes  which  ied  to  it,  and  who  has  a  precise  and 
distinct  recollection  of  every  tiding  that  passed  ? 
Or,  will  we  jsnffer  ourselves  to  believe  that  the  re^ 
quest  is  made  by  the  party,  notwithstanding  a  con- 
viction on  his  part  that  he  nkust  eventtjally  and 
eertainl V  .be  defeated  ?  Wh v,  sir,  ii  should  be  re- 
collected that  the  takiqg  of  testimony  must  be 
attended  with  much  trouble  and  expanse,  and  it 
is  idle  to  believe  that  a  man  will  inctir  either 
without  an  object,  and  tl^a't  this  object  is  never 
defeat  and  disgrace. 

The  questions,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  on  this  ap- 
plication present  themselves  to  my  mind,are,  whe- 
ther there  are  any  grounds  to  believe  that  if  time 
is  granted,  to  the  sitting  member,  he  will  be  able 
to  support  his  election,  and  whether  he  has  been 
ffuiltjr  of  such  neglect  as  justly  to  deprive  him  of 
the  risht  to  be  farther  heard.  On  these  questions 
I  shall  proceed  to  offer  a  few  desultory  remarks. 


pledging  myself  at  the  same  time  to  be  as  brief 
as  possible. 

As  to  the.  first,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  poll 
itself  furnishes  a  strqog  ground  to  presama  that 
Lhe  return  may  be  supported.  When  an  electioa 
is  contested  here,  the  controversy  partakes  of  the 
nature,  if  it  do^s  not  absolutdy  assume  the  form, 
of  an  appeal  against  the  return  ;  and  as  we  may 
go  behind  the  return,  rt  is  quite  obvious  that  in  de- 
ciding on  the  nrain  .question  whether  we  shall 
reverse  or  affirm  the  judgment  of  the  returning 
officers,  the  rettfrn  ought  "not  to  be  received  as 
evidence.  *  But  this  does  not  hold  with  respect  to 
collat^al  questions.  And  on  this  occasion.!  think 
it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed,  that'  the  person  whose 
vote  was  taken,  bad  a  right  to  vote,  so  far  forth  as 
to  entitle  the  ^iiy  who  claiciis  the  benefit  of  it 
to  time,  to  tuake  out  the  fa^L 

Let  me.remark,  sir,  that  the  election  is  not  only 

fnblic,  but  held. in  theiipltce  where  the  elector  is 
Down.  It  is  taot  extremely  probable,  though  it 
is  certainly  sometimes  the  case,  that  a  lierson  who 
knows  himself  not  to  be  qualified  will  present 
hi^tself  at  the  hustings;  Surrounded,  as  he  most 
'  be,  and  as  he*  knows  nimseh*  to  be,  by  htii  tieigh- 
bors  and  acquaintances,  who  have  A  knowledge 
of  his  state  and  condition  in  life — liable  as  he  is  to 
be  challenged  and  al^used  for  attempting  to  exer- 
cise a  right  which  does  not  belong  ^o  him,  and 
which  in  the  exercise  gives  to  him  no  personal 
benefit  or.  ad  vantage,  and  in  most  cases  subjecu 
him  to  considerable  inconvenience,  it.  is  not  lo  be 
presumed,  .whep  be  has  voted,  that  he  was  not  le- 
gally qu«ilified  to  vote.  The  presumptiqa  that 
he  had  the  ri^litj  is  fortified  by  the  conaideration 
that  the  presiding  officer,  the  sheriff,  (I  speak  in 
relation  to  this  Aase^  ^r^  of  the  elections  of  Vii^ 
grnia,)  nOt  only  has  a  ri^ht  to  judge,  bat,  1^  law 
and  by  oath,  is  bound  tojudgeot  the  qoaHficat ions 
of  the  electors,  find  not  to  admit  illegal  rotes.  In 
doing  this,  he  is'  not  only  guided  by  what  has 
taken  place  at  fytmer  elections,  and  his  knowl- 
Hge  of  the  country,  which  is  necessarily  exten- 
sive, but  by  the  land-list  of  the  county,  w'hich  he 
is  bound  to  have  before  him.  Is  not  then  the  con« 
elusion  strong,  that  the  j)erson  who  offers  himself 
to  vote,,and  whose  vote  is  aqcepted  by  the  sheri^ 
has  the  right  to  vote  ? 

Again,  sjir— and  let  it  still  be  recoUeetad  that  i 
ain. speaking* of  Vicgiaia  eleetioos— the  ▼oteaare 
given  la  the  presence  of  the  «caadidace(s  iheif 
friends  and  pariiaans.  There  is-  no  waat  i^ 
knowledge  or  information  then  as  to  tbc  peraons 
who  offer  to  vote ;  add  if  there  exists  any  daaln 
as  to.  the  ri^ht,  the  oandtd4te  or  his  agent  haa  bf 
law  the  privilege  of  challenging,  and  the  eleecor 
has  then  to  swear  to  his  qualification.  Now,  in 
an  election  se  warmly  contested  as  was  this- — in 
which  the  feelings  of  the  electors  and  candidates 
appear  to  have  been  so  much  engaged^  when  ii 
was  known,  too,  that  the  majority  on  eithdr  aide 
could  not  be  Urge— is  it  to  be  presumed  that  many 
bad  votes  were  taken  t  or,  is  not  the  presumption 
a  fair  and  natural  one,  that  the  persons  recognised 
by  the  sheriff^as  qualified  voters,  and  not  objected 
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to  by  the  parties  or  the  cooaty,  were  legally  en- 
titled to  vote  ?  .  r 

But,  Mr..  Speaker,  there  is  another  ground  for 
believing  that  the  election  may  be  so^tported, 
"which,  as  to  this  application,  appears  to  me  abso- 
lutely conclusive,  An  honorable  genrletaan  from 
yir|^inia,(Mr.QHOLaoN,)  who  is  not  only  against 
giving  time,  but  has  offered  a  resolution  for  vaca- 
ting the  seat  of  the  sittluf^  member  without  fur- 
ther information  or  inqairy,  has  mentioned  the 
ease  of  a  contested  electiop  from  Massachusetts, 
between  Baylies  and  Turner,  in  which  the  sit- 
ting member  also  asked  time;  and  has  remarked, 
that  he  put  the  question  distinctly,  whether  the 
member  believed  in  case'time  was  given  him,  h6 
would  be  able  to  support  the  return,  meaning  to 
be  governed  ty  the  answer  he  should  receive ; 
and  that,  as  the  sitting  member  would  not  say  that 
such  was  his  belief,  he  voted  against  a  postpooe- 
ment.  I(  is  not  my  wish  to  remark  at  this  time 
on  that  case,  as  my  opinion  respecting  it  is  suffi- 
ciently known  by  the  pan  I  took  in  the  debate ; 
but  I  will  ask  if  the  gentleman  would  thus  have 
been  ^tisfied  in  that  case,  what  ought  to  be  the 
i^ouTse  adopted  now  7    '        '  ' 

The  sitting  member,  when  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections, declared,  and  the  members  of  the 
committee  certainly  gave  credit  to  the  declara- 
tion as.  far  as  respects  the  belief  of  the  member, 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  would  be  able; 
if  time  was  granted  him,  to  support  his  election  -, 
and  the  committee  have  accordingly,  id  their  re- 
pNort,  stated  that  the  sitting  member  requested 
time,  under  the  conviction  tnat  he  would  be  able 
to  substantiate  his  poll' and  bis  challenges.  Nor 
did  I  understand  the.petttioner,  in'  opposing 
the  application  for.  time,  as  at  all  disputing' the 
belief  of  the  fitting  member  or  requiring  farther 
evidence  of  it.  In  addition  to  this,  you  have  this 
day  heard  the  sitting  member  in  his  place  declare, 
in  Answer  to  a  qnestion  put  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  McEeeP  that  he  is 
convinced  he  can  support  his  return  if  you  allow 
hiovtime  for«uch  purpose.  '  Now,  sir^  1  will  ask 
you  if  the  simple  declarat|on  of  a  belief  would 
have  been  satisfactory,  how  much  more  laHh^ 
declaration  of  a  settled  conviction  arising  from  a 
fbll'and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  whole  contro- 
versy. And  the  House  will  permit  me  to  ask 
what  other  evi*dence  is  wanted  or  ought  to  be  ri- 
qaired,on  a  question  of  post  pone  meht,  that  there 
are  grounds  to  believe. the  election,  may  be  sup- 
ported. .      . 

I  am  sensible,  sir,  it  is  c6ntendcd  chat'the  com- 
parison which  has  been  madtf  of  the  poUs  with 
the  land  lists,  destroys  this  presumption.  It  is 
certainly  advisable  for  a  stranger  to  the  State  and 
laws  of^  Virginia  to  approach  these  land  lists 
cautiously,  when  he  Sods  such  a, diversity  of  sen- 
timent as  to  their  influence  and  operation  on  Sec- 
tions, as  in  this  debate  we  have  witnessed  in  gen- 
tlemen of  high  standing  froin  that  State.  A  few 
remarks  respecting  them  becomes  however  ne-. 
c^ssary. 

The  land  lists;  as  I  undersund  them,  are  state- 
ments madis  by  Cooamlssioners  m  each  county  of 


the  lands  in  their  respective  distridts,  liable* to  be 
rated  with  an  account  of  the  owners  of  the  free-* 
hold  as  far  A)rth.  as  the  Commissioners  can  as- 
certain them,  and  are  corrected  annually  from'an 
ezaniinalion  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  tranfers 
cecorded  in 'the  office  of  the  county  clerk;  the 
corrections  take  place  in  the  Sorio^,  and  the  list 
with  its  corrections  is  called  the  list  of  the  year 
whetein  the  corrections-  were  complet.ed.  These 
lists  are  made  up  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  and 
indeed  are  nothing  more  than  assessment  rolls; 
they  ascertain  the  land  rated  and  the  tax  to  be 
paid,  bat  to  the  proprietor,  they  gfve  only'  the  con* 
jecture  or  'opinion  of  the  officer.  A  land  list  is 
not  a  record  of  the  title,  and  it  i;  accordingly  un- 
derstdod,  and  so  is  the  admission  of  the  parties 
here,  that'it  may  be- contradicted.  ' 

Let  me  now  remind  gentlemen  that  the  land 
lists  by  which  the  comparison  in  this  case  was 
made  were  tbpse  of  1810,  and  which,  therefore, 
in  point  4>f  time,  precedes  the  election  by  about  a 
year ;  and  they  will  piermit  me  to  ask  whether  it 
IS  possible  that  any  evidence  arising  from  such 
lists. can  destroy  the  presumption  that  the  return 
may  be  supported  if  time  is  given.  Ail  the  ar- 
rangements and  dispositions  Within  the  year  are 
neeessarily  excluded,  and  the  persons  who  in  such 
year  by  purchase,  by  marriage,  by  devise,  and  by 
descent,  oecame  freeholders  and  electors,  are  hot 
to  be  found  on  the  land  lists.  In  a  icounlry  like 
ours,  where  property  fin.ds  .new  owners  so  fre* 
queqtiy,  it  is  etfSy  to  coi&cc^ve  that  many  persons 
not  entitled  to  vote  in  1811,  may  be  found  on  the 
land  list  of  IdlO,  icind  on  the  contrary,  that  many, 
very  manv  persons  hot  on  such  lists  were  entitled 
to  rote.  Nor  i»  it  true,  that  the  Commissioners 
by  searcbing  the  offices  can  with  any  great  degree 
of  certainty  ascertain  the  freehold  owners.  I 
understood  it  not  -to  be  the  practice  to  record 
leases  for  lives,  which  yet  .give  the  freehold  qual- 
ification.and  are  numerous  in  (his  very  district. 
In  purchases  of  the  whole  interest  the  only  thing 
lA^ich  creates  a  necessity  of  recording  a  convey* 
anee,is  toguard  agkinst  future  sales  ;  as  between 
the  parties  the  deed  is  and  always  rernains  valid 
without  being  recorded,  and  in  cases  where  the 
grantee  has  confidence  intbe'grantor  it  frequently 
happens'  that  the  conveyance  is  never  put  on  re* 
cord.  Whatever  effect  therefore  the  land  lists 
mayhave  on  the  final  decision  of  this  controversy, 
they  ought  not  to  be  fegarded  in  the  determina- 
tion of  t&is  coliateral  questioji. 

But.  sir,  there  is  an  additional  consideration 
^hy  tile  cOmparisott  should  not  in  this  case  be 
aliojfed  to  have  the  decisive  influence  which 
some  ffentlemen  are  desirous  to  give  it.  It  ap- 
pears that  tire  petitioner  in  making  his  challenges 
in  the  Ci^anties  which  gave  a  considerable  vote 
for  the  sitting  member,  objected  to  every  person 
who  did  not  appear  on  the  land  list,  and  that  the 
sitting  member  did  not  pursue  this  course  ;  had 
the  latter  challenged  at  large  and  according  to 
the  laiid  list,  it  is  Certain  that  difference  could  not 
have -been  by  any  means  as  great  as  it  now  ap- 
pears. When  gentlemen  know  this,  arid  when 
they  are  informed  that  the  committee  ia  their 
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ezaminiHion  of  the  land  lists  did  nofgo  beyood 
the  challeoges,  will  they  yet'vay  that  the  compar- 
ison reported  is  suificent  to  destroy  every  presutnp^ 
tioli  in  faTor  of  the  return,  and  apy  ej^ectatioo 
that  it  can  be  Supported  1 

A3  to  the  question  whether  the  sitting  member 
has  been  guilty  of  such  negligence  es  ought  in 
justice  to  depj-ive  him  of  the  right  of  defence,  I 
shall  make  but  few  remarks — I  saj^  the  right  of 
defence,  because.it  is  obvious  that  if  time  is  not 
granted  to  procure  test'imony.  the  member  is 
bound  hand  and  foot  and  must  be  thrown  out  of 
bis  place*-and  here' I  may  observe,  tbat.genxle- 
men  go  entirely  out  of  the  case  when  they  reason 
on  a  delay  which  is  to  last  until  the  end  of  the 

E  resent  session  of  this  Congress.  The  committee 
as  reported  a  reasonable  tim£,  and  the  time  deemed, 
reasonable  by  them  and  by  the  persons  claiming 
it,  is  six  weeks.  ^  It  must  also  be  recollected  that 
this  business  was  brought  before  the  committee- 
at  an  early  day  in  the  session,  and  that  the  iiiae 
which  has  been  taken  up  in  the  examination  and 
bringing  the  case  beibre  the  House,  is  (o  be  kid 
wholly  at  the  door  of  the  pretitioner.  In  saying 
thiB,  I  do  n6t  wish  ^io  .be  understood  as  casting 
any  imputation  oiithe  petitioner,  he  certainly  had 
a  risht  to  present  the  case^  to  the  committee  and 
to  the  House  in  his  own  way,  but  it  ought' to  be 
known  that  the  time  already  consumed  is  hot  to  be 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  sitting  member:  he 
at  an  early  period  asked  for  Hime,  and  if  it  had 
pot  been  objected  to  by  (he  petitioner,  thi*  ^xatn.'-* 
inations  would  now  have  nearly  been  ended. 

A  strong  case  ought  surely  to  be  made  out  be-' 
fore  we  bring  ourfeives  to  decide  that  the  door 
shall  be  closed  a^inst  the  admission  of  mat^ial 
evidence  which  may  he  |)roduced  in  so  short  a 
time.  The  controversy,  sir,  is  not  about  a  few 
cents  in  Hiigation  before  a  country  jostice,.  but 
relates  to  the^lective  francfaife  and  is  coaducM 
before  the  most « august' body  in  the  nationr  I 
mention  this  because  g<:jitlemen  have  reasonedas 
if  we  were  trying  iin  action  ia  a  court  of  law  and 
were  to  be  regulated  by  the  rulesrof  default :  these 
analogies  are  worse  than  wrong — their  tendency 
is  to  mislead.  If  any  right  has  value  in  this 
country,  and  ought  to  bQ>held  dear  by  the  people, 
it  is  the  riffh^  of  suffrage:  it  is  on  the  due  exercise 
of  this  right,  that.,  under  Providence,  our  Gover^i- 
ment  depends.  Wh^n  this  right  i^  held  in  light 
estimation  by  the  governors  or  governed  Our  fib- 
crties  are  in  danger.  When  therefore  this  House 
is  passing  upon  a  case  in  which  the  elective  fran- 
chise is  brough^t  in  question,  it  should  proceed 
with  great  caution  and  less  zeal  for^a  speedy  de- 
cision than  a  just  one. 

The  consequences  which  may  flow  in  thiscaae 
from  a  determination  not  to  grant  time,  ought. to 
lead  us  to  hesitate.  If  we  proceed  to  judge  from 
the  coiAparison  which  has  been  made  of  the  rolls 
with  the  land  lists,  and  to  set  aside  the  return 
without  giving  the  sitting  member  a  chance  to 

Sroduce  his  evidence,  we  may,  aud  probably  will 
o  wrong;  whereas^  if  we  give  him  time  and  do' 
not  decide  until  the  case  is  matured  and  the  par- 
Ues  have  aa  opportunity  to  Collect  their  proof,  we 


shall  have  the  merits  fully  before  us  and  will  be 
able  to  do  complete  justice.  We  ought  to  reflect, 
also,  that  the  candidates  are  not  the  only  persons 
interested  in  this  controversy;  the  electors  of  the 
district  are  also  parties,  and  it  is  due  to  thera  that 
no  testimony  sboiild  be  shot  out.*'  A  decision 
after  a  fair  hearing  on  full  testimony  ought  to 
satisfy  them,  and  I  dare  say  will;  but,  sir,  what 
will  be  the  feelings  oT  the  electors  who  supported 
the  sitting  memt^r  and  of  his  friends,  wliea  he 
returns  shorn  of  his  honors,  and  lelis  them  that 
jou  have  cast  hitp  from  you  because  some  of  them 
could  not  be  fouad  on  the  land  list,  notwithsund- 
ing  he  offered  to  prove,  if  a  few  weeks  were  al- 
lowed him  for  the  purpose,  that  they  were  legal 
voters  i  that  iii  your  great  ai^xiety  to  liave  the  dis* 
trict  rightfully  represented,  you  would  not  listen 
to  his  entreaties  to  grant  htm  ashoH  time  to  pro- 
cure his  testimony,  under  the  most  solemn  pledges 
that  delay  .was  not  hit  object,  and  that  if  he  had 
been  guilty  of  negligence,  it  was  owing  to  want 
of  infoirmation  ?  We  tnust  not  beliuve  that  the 
electors  will  be  satisfied,  or  that  they  will  think 
of  our  proceedings  but  With  disgust.  Rely  apoa 
it,  sir,  the  warmth  of  feeling  which  caused  so 
great  a  poll  in  this  district  has  not  yet  subsided, 
and  the  cool  reasoning  and  nice 'distinctions  which 
•  have  been  used  in  (his  discussion 'will  not  satisfy 
the  freeholder,  who  i$  in  the  full  and  quiet  occu- 
pation of  his  plantation,  that  he  has  no  right  to 
vote;  because  lie  is  not  oa  the  land  list,  or  that 
it  was  just  to  take  away  hisf  righr  of  suffrage 
without  allowibg  bitn  an  opportunity  to  produce 
bis  title  to  you. 

.  Now,  sir,  on  what  is  thia  charge  of  grosa  neg- 
ligeoee,  founded,  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  all 
further  inquiry?  We  find, by  looking  at  the  pa- 
per, that  on  the  7th  of  May»  a  few  days  after  the 
election,  the  petitioner  gave  notice  to  the  sitting 
member  that  he  intended  to  jeoiitest  the  return, 
and  served  him  with  a  list  of  the  voters  to  whom 
he  objected ;  not  4>ecau8e  they  were  not.  00  the 
iaad  lists,  but  because  they  were  not  freeholders, 
or  wert  minors  or  black  men.  A  few  days  after 
the  sitting  member  furnished  the  petitioner  with 
his  list  of  objeciibnabLe  voters.  The  petitioner 
after  this  remained  inactive  until  the  27th  of  Sep- 
teniber,  when  he  fintve  notice  of  his  intention  to 
take  testimony  in  October.  It  was  aot  pretended^ 
that  if  the  sitting  member  was  ju^ified  in  lyingstill 
until  he  received  the  notice  in  September,  that 
he  has  then  had  sufficient  time:  but  it  is  alleged 
that  he  was  bound- to  proceed  on  the  notice  ot 
May,  without  fdy  farther,  evidence  of  the  intea- 
tion  of  ti»e  petitioner.        v 

Wliatever  might  have  b'cien  the  effect  of  the 
notice  in  May,  in  case  the  petitioner  had  in  it 

f^laced  his  case  in  whole  or  in  part  on  the  land 
ists,  I  think  that  in  justice  and  sound  sense,  the 
notice  authorized  by  no  law,  and  in  its  very  terms 
looking  to  the  testimony  to  be  taken,  ought  not  to 
be  regarded  as  such  a  ^tep  as  to  put  the  sitting 
member  (0  collecting  his  proof  at  all  hazards  and 
without  delay.  The  member  had  the  record  of 
the  canvass  and  the  return,  and  until  he  found  that 
the  petitioner  was  about  to  invalidate  them  bf 
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proof,  it  surely  could  !iot  be.Decevsarv  forbiirf  to 
support  them  bf  proof.  We  tod  well  understand 
the  feeliiigs  of  an  unsuccessful  candidate  at  the 
ternaination  of  a  warmly  contested  election,  to' 
place  the  utmost  reliance _on  a  declaration  that 
£e  will  proceed  to  a  scrutiny,  when  that  scrutiny 
is  tb  carry  him  from  hoai^Y  lUid  to.  create  much 
troubleaodejtpense.  And  wiliweyetsky  that  when 
such  a  decUr#tio9  is  made,  thereturned  member 
is  at  his  peril  to  collect  his  proof 'whatever  trouble 
or  expense  he  may  inevf  bjr.  it  1.  I. beg  gentlemen 
to  renect  on  the  effect  or  ^tablishio^  thia  as  a 
principle  in  the  case  of  contasted  dectiona.  ■  Is  it 
Bit  obvious  that  it  may  be  orade  a  weapon  of 
oppressiod  i^  the  hande  of  every  heated  and  dis^ 
appointed  candidate?.  He  has- only  at  the  close 
of  the  election  to  give  a  notice,  that  cost^  him 
nothing,  and  although  at  the  very  time  he  ddes 
not  intend  t6  proceed  to  a  sciMitiny^  yet  his*  suc- 
qessfol  opponent,*  wha  cannot  dive  into hi9  mind, 
maat  labor .firom  that.tlii^e  forth  to  establish  6is 
eiecttOD.-  If  he  fails  to  do*  so,'  and  the  losing 
candidate  can,  near  the  co'moieooement  of  a  ses- 
sion, ferocure  some  proof  which  casta  a  clout! 
over  the  election^  or  raises  a  presumption  against 
the  return,  the  whol'^  state  of  things  is  varied. 
This  is'  truly  a  discovery  ra*  elections,  and  ^may 
bo  ealled  a  plan  for  a  mioority  to  be' made  a  ma- 
jority, or  how  a  nfan  that*  is  not  elecfed  by  his 
district  may  Jbe  clA>sen  for^it  by  this  House. 

f  shall  press  but  one  morcconstderation  dh  the 
House.  The  sitting  me^b^r  declares  that  he  did 
not  know  of  any  mode  in  which  he  could  take 
tosiinnony,  and  did  not  believe  that  it  bould  be 
taken  until  some  -drder  was miade' here';  that  jn 
the  laws  of  Virginia  he  could  find  nothing  which 
applied  to  hts  ease,  and  that  he  found  our  statpte 
Respecting  contested  elections*  had  Jon^  since  ex- 
pired, ts  there  any  reason  to  disbelieve  him? 
Let  ererj  n^wly  returned  member  ask  himse(f 
the  question,  whether  his'  impressions  uhtil  he 
dime'  here  w^re  not  th^  same;  itnd  is  there-  not 
even  some  cause  to  believ^  ^fter  afll;  that  the  con- 
jectarrwas  right?  True  it  is,  sir,' Chat  we  hay§i 
on  on^or  two  occasions  received  testimony  under 
a  kind  of  common  la w^  which  it  seems  we  have, 
on  this  subject,  and  this  may  have  been  fkiade 
known  to  the  petitioner  as  he  has  heretofore  had 
a  seat  in  this  House;  but  it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  the  sitting  member,  a  mere  farmer  and 'coun- 
try gentleman^,  who  now  for  the  first  time  appears 
kere,  knd  wh6  never  before,  in  all  probability,  at- 
tended to^the  manner  in  which  contested  elections 
are  bonducted  by  us,  should  be  conversant  with 
oar  common  law  of  elections,  if  indeed  we  b^ve 
such  law.  And  this  I  thipk,  is  of  itself  sufficiefit 
to  do  away  all  idea  of  culpable  negligence. 

Iii  every  view  of  the  subject  which  I  have  b^en 
able  to  take,  I  think  the  sitting  member  is  entitled 
to  further  time  to  procure  testimony,  and  I  shall 
accordingly  so  vote.* 

Th6  question  on  cdn^urring  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  in  their  said  report,  was  then 
determined  in  the  negativfr*-y^as  46,  nays  65,  as 
follbtvs: 

YBAa-^rBaekiel  Bacon,  /<^  Bskar,  WiOtaa  W. 


Bibh,  Abijah  BigslAW,  Elij^Brigbam,  Martin  Chit* 
rtend^;  John  Clopton,  lobn  Davenport,  ian.«  Williaoi 
El j»  James  Bmott,  WilUani  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Charies 
Goldsborough,  Boiling  HtU,  Obed  Hail,  AyleU  Hawes, 
Rkhard  Jackson,  janior,  Philip  fi.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Robert  La  Roy  Livingslon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Ardu* 
bald  McBryda,  William  McC^y,  Bamiiet  MclC^e,  Am- 
nah-MelcaU;  John  Miinorr  Janathan  O.  Moseley,  Tho- 
mas Na^Kold,  Israel  Pickans,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
James  PleasanlB,  jr.»  BUaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qniney^ 
John  Randolph,  WUliam  Read,  Himry  M.  Ridgely, 
John'Sevi^,  A^am  Seybert,  Philip  Btuart,'  Lewis  B. 
'dtorge%.8amuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,Laban 
Wkeaton;  Leonard  White,  .David  R.  Williams,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

'  NatK— Willis  Alston,  jon^  William  Anderson,  8te- 
'  yensOn  Archer,  Daniel  A^cry*  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bart- 
ktU  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam'  Bo^d,  Robert  Brdwn,  WUliam  A.  Bur- 
well,  Wm.  Butier,  John  C*  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Lewis  Condil,  William  Cnu^ford,  Roger  Davis,  John 
BawsoD,  Joseph  'Desha,  KliSs  £arll»,  James'Fisk,  Me- 
shack  Pranklha,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah'  L.  Green,  PeMx  Omady,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hyoeman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  ,Wm.  R.  King,  Abner  hwsock,  Peter  Little, 
.William'  Lowndes,  Aarsn  Lyle,  George  O.' Maxwell, 
Thomsa  Moore,  Alexander  McKim,  Bamnel  L;  Mitch- 
ill,  James  Morgan,  Hi^gh  Nelson«  Anthony  New,-Tho- 
mas  Newton^  Stephen  Onasbr,  William  riper,*  Benja- 
min Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John'Rhea,  ;John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Bbenezer  Bage,  Eheneier  Seaver, 
Samnel  Shaw,  Geoi|^o  Smith,  Richard  SUnlbrd,  Silaa 
Stow,  William  Strongi  Charles  Tomer  jr.,  Pierre  Van- 
Cortlandt,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery, 
Richard  Whm,  and  Robert  Wright 

S^o  the  Hou§e  refused  tb  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  RANOOLPHj-to  re- 
commit the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Blections, 
with  -power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  quastion  on  this  motion  was  determined  in 
the  negatives — yeas  50/  nays  66,  as  follows ; 

YxAST-tisekiel  Bacon,  Johi^  Baker,  William  W- 
Bibli(,  Abijajk  Bigelow, '  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jamea 
Breckanridgey  £lijak  BiEigham,  Epaphroditns  Cham* 
pioB^  Martin. Chitlond^n,' John  Cloptpn,, John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Wiilisim  RIy,  James  £mott^  William  Fiadley, 
Aaa  Fttch,  Chariw  Goldsborough,  BolUng  HaH,  Obed 
Hail,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law».Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKea,  Amnah 
MetcaU;  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Tim'othjr  Pitkin,  jr.»  James 
Pleasants,  j/.,  fllisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgelj,  John 
Seviar,  AdamSeybeit,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  8tuart» 
Lewis  B.  Storges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benj^n  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

NATS-^Winis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson^ Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bart- 
lett,  BurweH  Bassett,  Wdliam  Blackledge,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Adapn  Bojrd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur^ 
*we|l,  Wm.  Butler,  John  C.  Galhonn,  Langdon  Chevea, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford* 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earla^ 
James  Fiek,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Qholson,  Pe- 
terson Ooodwytt)lsaiah  L'.  Green,  Felix  Grundy*  J<rfm 
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A.  Harper,  Jtcob  Htifty*  Jc&n  M.  fiynonaii,  |{iehtrd  M. 
Johntoii,  Joseph  Ken^  WMKam  ^  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Peter  Little,  i(Vil(iajii  Loti^ca,  Aaron  L^le,€leo.  C. 
MaxweH,  Thomaa  Moore^  Alexander  MeKim,  S^m'l  L. 
MitchitI,  James  M«rgan/Hugh  Nelaoo,' Anthony  New, 
Thomas  «Newton,  Stephen  Oxmsby,  WiUiamr  Piper, 
Benjamin  Pondf  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  ^ea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  SobertSt  £beneper  ^age,<  £b«neier 
Seaver,  Samnel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  WU- 
liam  Siting,  Uri  Tncy,  Charles  Turner,  Jan.,  •  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Wi^- 
gery,  Richard  Winn^  and  Robert  Wright.    ' 

A  motion  was  then  m«de  by  Mr.  Gholson,  that 
the  House  do  coin e  to-the  following  resolutions : ' 

1.  jReaolvedf^hdLt  John  P.  Hangerford  is  nclt 
entitled  to  a  s^at  in  this  House. ' 
.  2.  JResolved,  That  John  Tiiliaferro  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House.  .   ' 

The  question  on  the  first  resolution  Wfts  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmatiYe-— yeas  .67,  nays  29,  as 
follows:    .        .  . 

YBAS^WiOla  Abteo,  ims,  WiUiam  Andenon,  Ste* 
imiaoo  Archer,  Daniel  Aveiy,  Eaekiel  Ba^^,  Band 
Bard,  Joaiaji  Bartlett,  finrwaQ  Ba^iett,  William  Bl^- 
ledge,  Thomas  Blotmt^  Adam  BoyA  RobeH  Bjiown, 
William  A*.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  O.  Calhqpn, 
Langdon  C!hevaa,  Jbewia  Condit,  William  Crawford^ 
So^er'BavIs,  John  Dawson,  Joaec^  Desh«,  E^as  Barle, 
iameaJ^iak.  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomae  Gholaoir,  Pe- 
tereon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Peilz  Grundy*  Jacob 
Sufty,  JohA  M.  liyneaMn/Ri^'d  M.  Johnson^  Joaeph 
Kent,  Willitoi  R.  King^  Abner  Xiacook»  Peter  jLittfe, 
WiUiam  Lowjidea,  Aaii>n  Lyte.  GAai*o  C.  MaxweH^ 
Thteas  Moovej  Afexai^der  MfcKun,  ^anittel  h»  Mitch- 
iH,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Kelson/AnOiony  Nstnr,  Dh^. 
Newbeld,  Thomas  Newtoo^  Stephen  Onnsbuf,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  BcOijamin  Pond,  Samud  Ring-, 
gold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  £be- 
nezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  <3eQj|;ge 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr„  Robert 
WhitehiU,  William  Widgrejy^  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

NATa^WiUiam  W.'Bibb,  A\>ijah  Big^ow,  JS^jnh 
Brigham,  John  CloptoA,  John  Dayenport,  jr.,  WJUiam 
Ely,  James  Eniott,  Asa  Fitch,  BoHmg  flail,  Aylett 
H«wes,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Lint^ston,.  Ka- 
thaniel  Macon,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley^  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  James  PleasanU,  junior,  BUshji  R<  Potter,  Jedah 
Quincy,  /ohn  Randolph,  WiMiam  Reed,  Henry  M, 
Ridgdy,  Adam  Seybert,  Philip  Stoact,  Lewis  B.  Blur-' 
gea,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Leonard 
White,  DaTid  R  Williams^  apd  'niomas  Wilson.    ;"' 

The  question  on  the  second,  resolation  was  de- 
termiued  in  the  afermative— yeas  66,  nays  19^  as 
foliows;  ^     . 

Tbas-*- Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson^  Ste-> 
Tenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacoiv  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledgo,  Thomas 
Blonnt,  Adam  Boyd,  Robejit  BrowA,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Wm',  Biiiltr,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea, 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawft>rd,  Rogor  Davis,.  John 
Dawson,  Joseph. Desha,  Elias  Earle,  James  Fisk^  Me^ 
shack  FrankUn*  Thomas  Gbolson,  Jfeterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Jacob  Huity,  John  M. 
Byneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William 
|L  King,  Abfter  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Wmi  Lowndes, 
Aaion  Lyle,  Geoige  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  MoQre,  Alex- 


andar  McKim,.  Samuel  L.  MitohiUt  James  Morgan^ 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold.Tbo* 
mas  Newton,  Stephen  (^mshy,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piner,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Johfi  Rhea, 
Johil  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebe- 
Uezer  Sei^ver,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Ridiard 
Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Char|ea  Tur^ 
ner,  jr.,  Pierre  Ykn  Cortlandt,  Jr.,  Robert  WhitedUl, 
V^ilKam  Widgery,  Rtchavd  Whm,  and  Robert  WrigkU 
Nay»— William  W.  Bibb,  Elijah  Brigham,  Sohm 
Cfepton,  Boiling  Dlall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Laiw, 
RoMrt  Le  Roy  Livingston^  Natliattie(  Macon,- J^mathaa 
O.  MoselBy,.Jamea  PlAasanIs,  jr^  John  Randolpli,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Heur  M.Bidgelyv  Adam  Seybert,  PUIip- 
Stuart,  Lalian  Wheaton,  Lcwmttd  v  White,  Uavid  tL 
WUfiams,  and  Thomiaa  Wilson.         / 


!M6Ni>Ay|  December  2, 

John  Tai.ufbrik>,  :w)io  has  been  declared  ea- 
titled  to  a  seat  io^his  Hou;s^  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers  for' Virginia,  in  the  phice  6f  Joh^  P.  Hunger- 
ford,  who  has  been  ^ledilr^d  not  entitled  to  a  oeat 
in  this  House,  appeared,  was  quaiifiedy  afl|d  took 
hiAseatv         '       .    *  ,' 

Mr.  Lfiwie'  presented  a  petition  of  sandry  io- 
habitants  of  the  'Cixy  of  lyasfaiogtoo,  praying ibat 
certain  amendme^ts^  therein  mentioned,  nuy  be 
made  tathe  aet  incorfMOEatiog  tlie  Qily  of  Waali- 
inetgn.— 'Referred..    ',.*'... 

Mr,  Niswtoif flromf  ti^e Committee  of  Couunerce 
and  Manufaotnrea,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petitions  of  tsaae  Clason  and  ATchihald  McCail,. 
pre$eDied  a  l^ill  authorizhif;  the  issi^iog  of  dehea- 
tures  in.certain  oases;  which  waa read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Cpmmitte^e  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next* 

Mr.  hAGOct  presented'  u  petition  of  aaadry 
members  of  several  Christiian  denomii;iatioos.  le- 
•siding:  ijD  the  western  parts  of  the  United  States 
praying  that  post  officer  may  not  be  opened,  and 
:that  the  ro{iil9  may. not  be  carried,  on  Sundays. 

The  SpB^CfiB  laid  before  \he  .House  soadry 
resolutiens  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  a  number  of 
iofaabiiadt^^of  Gloucester  county,  in  the  State  of - 
DTew  Jersey,  ej^pressivaof  their  disapprobation  of 
ihe  condoct.of  the  GoTernment  of  Great  Britain, 
of  iheir  eoctfidence  in,and  attachaaent  to,  the-pres* 
ent  Administration  of  the  General  Goreroment, 
and  of  their  "support  of  such  tijieaseres  as  -may  be 
adoprted  for  the  qefeoceof  Che  honor  and  intereste 
of  Ihe  United  States.  .    ' 

Th.e  resolutions  were,  read  aad  ordered  to  lie 
OA  the  table.  \    . 

*  Mr.  GaLD,  from  the  eommiitee  to  whom  waa- 
recommitted  the  bill  for  the  adore  convenient  tak- 
ing ofaffidaritsaod  bail,  in*cixril  causes  depend* 
ingin  the  courts' of  the  United  States,  reported 
an  amendment  thereto  $  which  was  read,  and,  to- 
l^ether  with'  the  bill-  comipitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  nejct.- 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee:  appelated 
to  prepare  and, report  such  stauding  rules  and  or- 
ders as  are  proper 'to  be  observed  lu  thi?  House^ 
made  a  report ;  which  wa.8  read  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr*  Molts  oWjAeni  tfaie  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
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lie  Lands,  «to  whMn  wa«*  eommltted,  tL«  Mneiid- 
ment  of  the.SeoaCe  to  tke  bill  "  ezteadsBg  the  time 
for  openipg-tbe'fitf^fal'  laofl  offices  established  in. 
tbe  Territory  ofOrleans,?  tfepprtecl  tUe  agreement 
of  the  ^romittee  to  th^  asid  amendmelnt. 

Tbe  ain^dment  was  t^  read,  and  concurred 
ip  by  tlie  House.  ' 

Tlia  'bill  fcom  the  Senate,  **  making  a  fqr^r 
appropriation  &r  ihe  support  of  ar  librar jr,^'  was 
te^d  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the' 
Whole  to-inorrow. 

..The  House  resolred  kseif  into  a  Compittee  of 
the  W&nle  on  the  b|i}l  allowin;^  fuirtber  time  for 
completing  the  pay^nte^ts^^certaio  labds  faeldbjt 
right  of  preemption  in  thje  lifississippi  Ter/itory  ; 
whicb  was  gone  through,  retiorted  to  tl^e  Hbase, 
and  ordered  t<^  be  ^ogrosaed  for  a  third  .reading. 

The  House  wept  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
QB  the  biilfor  there|ief  oC  Thomas  and  Jo^nClif- 
Ibid  of  Plitladelphia,  and  Charles  Wirgtnan  of 
Baltimore.  y     ■     '      ■  ■  ■  ■ 

The  ^otoitoit^  after,  some  ^i^cussiojH;  on  the 
bill,  irose,  reported  progress^  and  asked  leare  to  sit 
again  jwiiieii  was  refused  ;  and  .on  motion  of  Mr. 
D^R.  WiULUMB^thr^btUw^Mi'rnsottmfttfpd  lothe 
Commitleeof  Commerce  and  MaBa^aetur^s. 

The  House  again  went  iuio  OoaomUtee  of  the 
Whok,  on  ihe  biH  to  authorite  tbr  laying  out  a 
pttbiic'road  from  the  linfrestabiished  hy  the  Treaty 
of  Greenville  to  the  North  Bend  of  th^  Ohio; 
#hich  lyas.  reported  tb  the  Hoas&''b«  whom  it 
r  ordained  to  be^ngtossed  for  a  tnixd:  reading*  - 


■  Tt^esDAY,  December  3.       ' 

•  Mr.  DAiiPaoN,  from  the  committee  appoioted 

on  the  nineteenth  abln^o,  pres^'uted  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled,  ttni  superanbuated' 

officers  and  soldiers  oflthe  late  and  ot  the  present 

•Army  of  the  United  States;   wJ^ich  was  read 

•twice,,  and  committed  to  a^  Qommi^tee  of  th^ 

Wbole  Dti  Monday  next,.  .       '    ' 

Op  motion  of  Mr.. Randolph,  the  committee 
appointed  to  idquire  into  the^faithful  application 
of  publiQ  moneys,  were  autborized  and  empowered 
t9  send  for  persons  apd  papeVs.    .  '.        <, 

Qn  mqiion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Coi^mittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufacnires  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any»  and,  if  any,  what,  altera-, 
tionsand  amendments  are  necessary  to  b^  made 
in, the  several  act;)  of  Congre^  establishing  ports 
of  entry  and  delivery.        ^  * 

An  engrossed  bill  /'allowing  a  further  time  for 
completion  thepaynxeotson  certain  lands,  held 
by  /ight  0^  pre-emption,  in  tbe  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory,''was  read  t^e.  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a'Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  *^  to  au* 
ihorize  the  surveyineand  making  of  certain  roads 
>  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the 
Treaty  of  Brown^towo,  id  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan." I'he  bill  was  reported  withoUt  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  to*morrow.  • 

The  House  resolvjed  itself  ia to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  i)Ulfrom  ttre  Senate,  '*  making 


ry«^'    The  hitl  waaYopOf  ted  without  ameDdmenty 
read  tbe  third  time  and  passed. 

The  HouML  resolved  itself  iato  a*  Committee  of 
tlie  Wh<^6  on  tlie  bill  for  t.ho  rftliefof  John  Burn* 
ham.  No  amendmont  being  made,  tbe  bUlT was. 
ordered  to  be  ei^rosaed)  ai^d  r^ad  tne  third- time 
to-raerroyr. 

TBRRrrORror  L0,UI8IANA. 

Th^  House  again  resolve^  itself  into  ^  Com- 
mittee  o/ the  Whole,. on  the  bill  providing  for4h(B 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  Tho 
motion  lo' strike  out  sottnticb  of  the  sixth  seceioA 
of  th^  bill  providin^'for  tbe  goyernment  of  the 
Territory  of  Looisiaaaj  as  relates  to  the'q^alifi* 
ca^on  of  elections,  being  under  consideration — > 

Mr.  Rhea-  said,  tbe  observations  which^he  was- 
About  to..make  would  be  .cMcfly  oondned  to  the- 
objections*  made  to  the  provisioas  contained  ii» 
the  sixth  section  of  tke  bill,  relating  Co  the  qnali^ 
fixations  of  ^hos^  who  may  vote  at  elections  for 
members  of  the  (general  Assembly.  That  seC^ 
tioD  has  bee^n  ofiposed/as  if  the  quali^ations  of 
an  elector  were  confined  to  freehold  only;  but  the 
qualidcatiop  pf  freehold  is  not  the  only  one^  aa 
will  appear  hy  referenee.tp  that  part  of  the  sec* 
tipn  woich  is  m^v.ed  to  te  struckout;  it  is  in  the 
following  words :  \ "  J!  very  free  white  man  6f  the 
Vage  of  tweoty-Oneyears,  being  an  inhabitant  of 
'  the^  Territory,  and  possessing  a  freehold  in  the 

*  county,  and  every  free»vhiteNman  of  the  age  of 

*  iwepiy-ope  •  years,  beii^  an  inhabitant  of  any 

*  county  tberem,  one  year  preceding  the  day  oi 
^  efectiooj  shall  be  eqtitled  to  vote  in  that  pQUOty^i 


for  a  representative  Dr 


thatpauoty^i 
representatives  to  iho 


Genersd  As^embly.'^ 

The  section  declarers  two  mqdes  of  qualifica- 
tion, one  is  a«freehold  (or  ^estate  jp  fee)  la  the 
county,  and  tUe  other  isy^  the  being  an  inhabitant 
in  tbe  county  for  one  year  next  preceding  the 
day  of  election.  If,  pursuant  to  a  motion  that  has 
been  made, the  word  freehold  be  struck  out' of  the 
section,  the' privilege  of  v6ting  will  be  restrained, 
fox  in  tbat  case,  a  man  by  being  vested  with  a 
fee  will  not  be' entitled  to  votc^  and  )iis  exclusion 
canoot  be  bottomed  on  any  ra^onal  principle* 
Ifacipzenof  the  United  States  will  move  to 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  and.  there  purchase 
land,  and  settle  tberdon,  and  become  vested  with 
the  complete  title  thereof,  be  tbe  quantity  what 
it  may,  there  ts  no  gobd  reason  to  exclude 
hini  from  voting  at  an  election,  immediately  af- 
ter he  has  obtained  a  title  for  his  land;  by  Hia 
porchasifig  land^  settling  ^thereon,  ,dnd  acquiring 
a  title  thereto,  he  ha?  given  the  strongest  evidence 
in  his'power  of  his  determination  to  be  an  inhab* 
itant  or  that  colintry,  an4  of  his  attachment  there- 
to ;  an  evidence  far  superior  to  that  whicb  arisea 
from  the  paymept  of  a  tax  onlv;  for  a  man  who 
is  only  ^  transitory  resident,  by  being  tb^re  at 
.th^  timer  may' payv  or  be  compelled  to  pay  a  tax 
merely  personal,  his  name  liaving  been  reported 
on  a  tax  list^  ahd  after  the  tax  is  paid,  and  a  VQin 
by  liim  Tendered,  may  immediately  go  off  for 

I  some  other  countrjF.    The  Territory  of  Louisiana 
being  qn  the  frontier^  remote  and  exposed,  a  rf«i* 
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denceof  one  y«ar  in  ^ny  covaty  therein,  oezt 
precediDg^  the  day  <tf  ^election^  may  not  be  too 
foDf  to  in'iTilege  a  mao<  not  possessed  of  land  in 
fee,  to  Tote  at  elections  {  that  period  of  time  is  not 
dDore  than  sufficient  to  manifest  an  attachment 
to  (be  country.  It  will  also  follow,  as  a  mauer 
•of  course,  that  Jf  a  man  has  been  an  iqhabttant 
of  a  county  for  one  ye^r  preceding  tbe  ({av  oi 
an  election,  he  will  have  paid  a  tax^  if  there  be  a 
hiw  in  4hat  Territory  proridiog  for  payment  of  a 
personal  tax;  and  if. there  be  no  such  )aw,  the 
<]ttalification  arising;  froib  payment  of  a  tax  only 
#ill  operate  strangely  at- the  first  election,  if  not 
at  any  other  sub^uent.  The  qoatificaitions  of 
electors,  .provided  for  in' the  bill|  ^H^  ^uard 
agaiQst  impo^iiops,  and  such  intrusion  will  be 
mure  easily  detected  ;  this  wil>  appear  more  ne- 
eessary^  when  it  is  considered,  that  this  hill  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  people  of  Louisiana, 

But  a  motion  has'  Seen  ma^e  to  strike  out  all 
that  part  of  the  sixth  section  t^hich  defi'nes  the 
Qualifications  of  electors,  and  to  insert  iq  place 
thereof,  the  following^ :  "  Every  fr^  white  male 
citizen  residing  in  the  said  Territory^  who' shall 
have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
paid  fi  tax."  If  this  proposed  arnendmen^  be 
agreed  to,  the  elective  franchise,  provided  for  in 
the  bid,  will  he  strangely  restrained ;  Tor  that 
arising  from  a  freehold  only  will  be  excluded,  as 
also  that' arising  from  being  an  ipnabitant  for 
one  yeaf  preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  .the, 
only  one  will  betoat  arising  from  being  a  dtizei^ 
and  payment 'of  tax.  Thi|t  the  proposed  amend- 
i|ient  is  indefinite  and  uncertain  wiU  further  ap- 

Seat,  by  inquiring  who  are  they  who,  being  in- 
abitants  of  the  Territory  of.  Louisiana,  are 
entitled  to  be  named  ^sitizens?  And  who  are 
they,  who,  being  citizen^  and  bavins  paid  tax^ 
shall  he  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  7  I  do  not 
ntrdertakej  said  Mr.  A.,  to  answer  these  ques- 
tions. By  th)e  offered  amendment,  it  seems  an 
elector  must  be  a  citizen  and  have  paid  tax. 
That  is,  an  elector  is  a  citizen  who  has  paid  tax. 
It  may  not  be  useless  to  inquire  wl^ether  all  the 
free  male  white  inhabitants  of  the  a^e  of  twenly- 
one  years  ,in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  are  em- 
braced by  the  -word  citizen.  Id  respect  to  the 
term  or  word  citizen,'it  is  amply  provided-  for  in 
the  ninth  section,  which  is  in  the  wotds  following.: 
«  And  be  it  further  enaetai^  That  aU  and  evciy  free 
white  male  person,  who,  on  the  20th  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  was 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  and  all 
free  white  male  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  who, 
dnce  the  said  twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  emigrated,  or 
who  hereafl^rmay  emigrate  to  the  said  Territory,  be- 
ing otherwise  quaUfied  aooording  to  the  prorisions  of 
tliia  act,  shaU  be  capable  to  hold  any  office  *of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  in  the  said  Territoiy,  under  the  United 
8tale«,  or  under  said  Xerritoiy,  and  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Aaaembly,  and  a  delegate  (o  Con- 
gress, during  the  temporary  government  provided^  for 
by  this  act." 

By  the  teem  citizen  is  understood,  a  man  who  \ 


is  in  •  iMiaseasion  fad  esereiae  of  every  right  and 
privilege  declared  by  the  Coostitotion  and  lawa 
of  the  States  of  which  he  is  an  hi  habitant,  and 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  his.  If  rime  would  i>ermU,  it  pighcbe  in- 
quired, whether  a  citizen  of  a  State  remoVInz  to 
^  Territory  of  the  UAited  Staites  Under, the  first 
^rade  of  government,  and  b'eeoming  an  inhabi- 
ltant^  thereof,  will  remain  vested  with  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen-  of  the  United 
State9'?  But  this  is  only  noted  toreonsideraiioo. 
It  may  b^  observed,  that  a  right  to  vote  for  a  rep- 
,resentalive  in  a  General  Assembly.  aOd  to  be  rep- 
resented in  a  Gkneral  Assembly,  are^attrihutes  of 
a  citizen,  and  at  preient  no  fsee  white  male  in- 
habitant in  Louisiana  is -vested  with  these  attri- 
butes, for  the  people  of  Louisiana-  hftve  not  here- 
tofore been  represented  in  a  General  Assembly, 
and  the  bbjeei  of*  the  biU  is  to  give  certain  ti^hu 
and  privijieges,  which  they  have  not. at  any  time 
heretofore  been  in  tl^e  possession  and  exercise 
of.  IF  the  defidition  given  of  the  te^m  '^citizen'* 
be  correct,  and  it  is  presdaaed  to  be  so,  it  is  evident 
that  all  the  free  white  oialcinhabitantt  of  that 
Territory  are.notembracad  by  that  term  ^itizeB," 
and  it  will  fpUow,  tbat^if  the  proposed  ^mend- 
m^t  be  agreed  to,  a  large  portion,  if  not  all,  of  the 
free  white  male  inhabi^anis,  will'  by  force  of  the 
terin  *'  citizen^"  he  excluded  from  voting  fov  mem* 
bers  of  U^e  &eoefal,' Assembly; and. in  that  event 
the  offered  hmendment,  be  it  agreed  to,  will 
defipt  the.  very  object  oFth^ 'hiil,  for  then  theie 
may  h(e  qo  General  Assembly.. 

But  that  portion  of  the  people  of  that  Territory 
who  were'  iiihabitants  thereof  on  the  20th  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  .thousand  eight  ban- 
dred  at)d  three,  are  not  included  in  the  definition 
Ifiven  of  the  term  ^*  citizen  f^  for  they  lire  not 
citizens  of  any  Sti^te,  and,  consequently,  not  of 
the  United  Statek ;  they,  therefore,  may /by  force 
of  that  term  ^citizen,''  be  excluded  from  voting 
for  representatives  in  a  General  Asscftibty^  Ta- 
kiDff  this  Into  view,  the  committee,  who  reported 
the  oill  made  particular  provisionin  the  ninth  sec- 
tion'  thereof,  fpr  that  portion  of  the  peoole  of. 
LouisianA,  and  also  fbr  citizens  of  rlie  United 
States,  who,  iiince  the  said  20th  day  of  December, 
have  emigrated,  or  who  hereafter  m^y  emigrate, 
to  that  Territory.  Let  the  offered  amendment  be 
rejected,  find  let  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  and 
ninth  sections  of  the  bill  remain  as  thev  are,  and 
their  joint  operation  on  all  persons  claiming  a 
right  to  vote,  and  then  no  doubt  or  difficulty  will 
b^  rnade  relative  to  the  qualifications  oi  eleetocs ; 
he  whp  is  invested  with  a  fee  in  land,  if  contest- 
ed, will  produce  his  tirle  deeds;  jind  he  who 
claims  a  right  to  vote/  by  bdng  an  inhabitant  of 
th^  county  pne  year  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election,  will.  if.  disputed,  show  that  he  has  so 
been  an  inhabitant;  and  if  there  be  iii  either  case 
k  failure,  the  offered  vote  will  be  rejected. 

It  has  been  observed  that^  if  the  offered  amend- 
ment bf  not  agreed  to, "  a  person  may  v;ote4o  two 
different  counties  at  one  election."  This  wiH  not 
follow  from  the  relative  totals  used  in  the  aizth 
section;  the  worda  ^ the^  and  "fhat''  are  uaed  in 
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rtiHtioo  to  tlie  cottnt9»whefera  tbe  elector  shall 
vote,  so<l  their  relfttiVe  force  .'will,  with  oommon 
care  and  atieniiop,  exolo^e  any  person  from  rot- 
ing  in  two  conn  ties.  -It  has  also  l^en  objected 
that  }' Spaniards  naf  come  arid  vote  at  electioiHi 
III  Louisiana,  under  the  provisions. of  the  biH.*^ 
11  by  the  word  ^  Spaniards"  is  intended  pe^ons 
who  Were  inhabitants  of  the  country  now  tire  Ter* 
ritory  of  Louisiana,  on  ^he  dOth  day  of  December, 
rn  the  year  one  thoqsandeigbt  hundred  aod'three, 
or  if  by  it  is  intended  persons,  wlio,  emigffatin?  to 
any  of  tiie  United  States,  -and  ihereki  residing 
until'  naturalized   by  taw^  and^  rested  with,  the' 
rights  as  well  as  name  6f  citizen,  hnd  who,  sinc^ 
{Se  said  tw^Atieth  day  of  December,  have  emi- 
grated^ or  ftfify  emigrate,  t^  that  •  Territdry,  the 
objection  is  harmless,  berag  without  fotindatjon  ;^ 
for  an  object  of  |he  ninth  section  isto.embrace  all 
person^  of  either  de^rintion,  ch«y  being  others 
wisfe  qualified  as  prorided  for  In -the  sixth  section. 
If  i>y  the  word  .*•  Spaniards"  is  intended  persona 
of  any  other  character  or  description,  they  are 
completiply  eacloded  by  the  provisiotis  of  ^he 
ninth  and  sixth  Sections  of  tbe\bill,^whtcb  wiil 
evidently  appear  by'a  tery  nioderate  sitare  of  at- 
tention thereto.    It  has  been  intimafted  that,  if' 
this  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will  encoura^  fntVo- 
ders.to  enter  upon  the  lands  of  the  United  States ; 
this  objection  is  not  stfstarnal^l^/  There  are  lnWs 
of  the  United  States  to  expel  intruders  from  the 
public  lands^    When  the  second-grade'  of  tempo* 
rary  goVemment  was  extended  respectively  to 
the  people  of  the  Northwestern  Terrrrory,  to  the 
people  of  the  ladiaiAa  and  MisBissippiT-erritortes^ 
were  there'  no  intruders  on  public  Unds  within* 
the  limfis  of  any  of  iho^e  Territories"?  ^  Will  it 
be  said  there  were  none  1    And^  is  it  now -come 
tothis,  (hat  the  nuinerous  popolatiom  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana  shall  be  prerehted  from  har-. 
iog  a  general  ^lepsesejitation  an'd  Qenei^l  Asseu^- 
blyof  (beir  owa,to  make  laws  for  themselves, 
and  to  have  every  benefit  r>sulling  thereiVom] 
and  all  thfs  for  fear  that  a  poor  mad^  destitute  of 
Wealth,  sb^lj,  with  his*  wife  and  ohildren,  jgo  on 
and  cultivate  a  small  piece  of  public  land  to  raise 
bread  for  his  cluld(e(f,  some  one  of  whom,  at  a 
future  day,  may  stand  highly  eminent  in  the  Con- 
giesff  of  the  United  States?  \ 

,  Petitions  for  the  second*  grails  of  temponA'y, 
^vernment  have  for  some  time-  been  before  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  people  of 
Louisians^'  "By  the  late  census  it  appears  that  the' 
people  are  now  more  than  — —  taousand.  .To 
the  pe6ple.of  otKet  .Territories,  whe]^:  composed.' 
of  v'ery  inferior  numbers,,  the  second  grade  of 
temporary  government .  has  been  extended — and 
certainly  the.  people  of  Louisiana,  in  respect  to 
their  population,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  are  eqtitled  to  the  consideration  of  tKe 
Congress'  of  the  yniied  States. 
The  Committee  rose,and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

i" '  •  rf . 

WBi>NfisnATyI>eceiaber  4. 
A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  ''•for  the  relief 


of  Thomas  O^Bannon  f  and  hare  passed  the  bill 
from  this  Ifbuse'  "  fbr.  the  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives among  the  several  States  according 
to.the  third  enumerattiotx,"  with  amendments;  to 
•which  bill  ai^d  amendments  they  desire  the  coa- 
'cq'rrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  MamiTactures  wece  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  explanatpr;  of  (he  act  laying  duties 
on  mahi^factured  copier.  '     .        • 

Another,  message  from  the  Senate  informed*  the 
House  tkat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''  mak* 
ing  further  pn)  vision  Tor  the  Corps  of  Engineers  f* 
to  w.hich  bill  they  desire  the  concurrenxie  of  thia 
House.  They  4iave  agreed  to  the  resoliutioa  of 
thta  Hons^  for  the  appoirttmeh't  of  a  j6int  com- 
mittee to  have^the -application  oCthe  motleys  ap- 
proprtatec)  for  the  library;  and  .bav^  appointed 
Mr.  Leib,  Mr.  Smitii. of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Coifw 
DfV.  to  be  o^the  committee;  on  their  part. 

'The  1S1p£a1cbii  laid  before  the  Rouse  a  repovt 
of  4ho  Secretary  of  the  ffavy  '^of  moneys  trans* 
fcrred  duribg  the  Jast  recess  of  Congress,  from 
certaid  branches  of  expendrtiire  toother  branches 
of  expenditure  in  the.Navy  Department,  and  of 
the  application  of  such  moneys;  which  .was  read, 
and  referred  to  th^'  Cooamittee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
*  The  House  proceeded  to  consideir  the  amend- 
mehts  of  the  Senate  to  thebiH^'for-theappprtfon- 
meot  of  Representativesamongihe  several  States, 
accordinlp  to  the' third  enumeftatton.:"  • 

•  Mr.  BtjRWBLL  mo^ed  that  the  -t^ll  add  amend* 
mentsbe  cotnmitted  tp.a  Cpmmittee  6f  the  Whole, 
on  Monday  next;  which  wa?  negatived.      .  . 

.Mr.  RandoLfh  moved  that  the  bill  and  apaend- 
mehts  be  postponed  iintil  Friday  next ;  which 
]ivas  also  determined  in  the  negative. 
'  Mr.  STi(NF6Ri)  inoved,- that  the  further  consid- 
eratipn'  thereof  be  •pdsiponed  until  to-morrow ; 
'which  was  deterUiibed  in  the  negative:— yeas  56^ 
ndys  72,  as- follows:  •     ^ 

Yxirir-Willis-  Alston,  jr.,  John  fiaker/ David  Bard, 
Burweil  Bassett,  William  *W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Black- 
Iedg«,  ^Tho^nas  Bloutat,  James  Bre<ikenridge,  Robert 
Br<mn»  Wttliam  A.  Bur^oti^'Joha  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condtt,  WiUiam  Crawford,  John  Parwson,  Meahack 
Franklin,  Thomas  GhoUon,^  Charles  Ooldsborough, 
Peterson  6oodwyn,Edwiii  Qray,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed 
HalU.Aylett  fiawes,,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joaeph  Kent»  I^ilip 
B.  Key,  Mf  iUiam  tC.  King»  Abner  Laicoek,  Joseph  Xe- 
feVer,'Jdaeph 'Lewis,  jr.,  Petejr  Little,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
George  CMaxwell,  Arfdiibald  McBryde,  William  Mo- 
Co/,  SaUijiel  McKee,  Alezanuer  McKiixit  Jataes  Mor- 
gan, Jerjemiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  j^,  John  Randolph, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
RoberU,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Staart,  John  Talia-. 
ferro,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats— rWiteam  Andefson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan- 
fel'Avefy^  £4Zekiel  Bacon,  Josiah  Bartl^tt,  Ahijah  Big- 
elowj  Harmanus  Bleecket,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham, 
William  Butler,  John  O.  Calhoun,  EpaphroditasClMun- 
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pioB,  Lvqgdon  Chmm,  kartia  CliilteiiileD,  Thomw 
B.  Cooke,  Joha  Kavenport,  jr.,  Roger  Bayis,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  £Uas  Earle^  Williaoi  £ly,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,'Asa  Fitcb)  ThomaB  R. 
Gold,  Isaia^i  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson >jr.;  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Jjjman  Lsw,  Robert .  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
'William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thdmas  Moore,  Am* 
nah  Metcalf,  Japies  Milnot,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jona^ 
than,  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  ^ewbold,  Wiiliam  Pauld- 
ing, jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond /Peter  B. 
Porter,  Elisha  K.  Potter,  Jbsish  Qnincy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  I^odman^£beJi«ser1)age, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneter  BdkVer,  Adam  Bey  belt, 
Stoiuel  8hitW)  John  Smilie,  George  ^mitfa,  Silas  Stow, 
WiUiam.  Strong,  Lewis  B<.  Starges,  George  SutfliTan, 
Samuel  Taggart)  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  UrilVacy, 
6«arge  M.  Tronp»  Gharlesy  Tmder^  )u  l^^ire  V^a 
Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wbeatan»  Leonard  White»  David 
R.  WUUanti.  WiUtam  Widgery,^and  Robert  Wright 
The  questioD  tbat  the  Hotise  do  eoncw  with 
tin  Senate  in  ibe  «afd  amendmeiiu^  betoflr seated, 
apd  debate  arWiing  thereon,  aaf  adjouraineat  was 
oalied  ibr,  Hffd  ibarried.  -  ,     /        *.         i. 


Tbursday^  December  5.  i 

The  SpKAkGR  laid  before  the  House  sundry  res* 
ol.utions  adopted  by  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  district. of  St.  Louis, 
in  tb«  Territory  of  LoaiiStfJia,  expressiTe  of  tbeir 
vi»be8  that  t^^  second  grade  of  Territmal  gov- 
ernment/luiy  be  extended  ta the  said  Territory; 
that  t^e'Jbdges  of  tbe  General  Court  be  jre- 
quired,  by  law^  to  have  some  pef  maneat  interest 
in  the  wetTare  of  the  infaAbituils,  and  to  reside  in 
the  Territory.:  Ibat  additional  and  nlo.ri^  eqni ta- 
ble proTisibns  be  made  in  favor^of  chiimants  to 
lands  in  the  Territory';  and  that  the  iimits.of  the 
Territpry  may  be  more  clearly:  defined;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  t<>  the  Committee' ofthe 
Whole  on  the, bill  proyidinl^ for  tbegayerjdiiiaot 
of  the  said  Territory. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^for  th6  relief  of 
Thomas  O'Bannon,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands* 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*  making  fortber 
provision  for  the  C^orps  of  EJngineer.y  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Oommutee  of  *  th< 
Wh9le  on  Wednesday. next.  '    /     i 

Mr.  MrrcBiLL.  presented  a  petition  of  Chf^ried 
Whitlow,  ofthe  cgunty  and  State  of  New  York, 
BorserymAn  and  boianioal  oollect^r,  praying:  for  a 
special  lieeoae'  to  import  Into  the  United  States 
vail  suich  8eed«}  gprain8}.aod  growing  plants,  as. he' 
ma^  deem  necessary  fi>r  the'improv'ement  of  gar- 
dening, farming,  science,  or  the  arts ;  on.  condition 
of  malting  a  disclosure,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Stated,  of  an  important  discovery  of  a  native 
Tegetable,  /possessing,  in  the  .highest  deg/ee,  the 
qualities  for  the  preparation  or  cordage,  thread, 
and  linen  cloth. -^Referred  to  the  Committee  or 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  NfoHRow,  .froip  tb^  Comihitt^  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Kepresent- 
ativeaof  the,  Indiana  Territojy,  referred  the  8t.h 


ultimo;  which  was  rcidvWd  referred  Co  a  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  tp^morrow.  « 

Mr.  M^saow,  from  the. same  committee,  made 
a  r^ort  on  the  petition  ef  ^the  Mayof  And  Aider* 
men  of  the  .city,  of  New  Orleana^  referred  the 
tyrenty^eigbth  ultimo;  which  was  read, end  re* 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of.  the  Whole  oa  Moiidey 
ne&t 

Mr.  BacoK,  fnom  i^t  Cpmmittee  of  Ways  and 
.Me^os,  presented  a  hill  to  continae  in  farce,  for  a 
liiftited  timc^  ^he  act,  entitled  "An  aqf  coatijiQiiig. 
for  a  limited  time*  the  salaries  of  the  olfioers  of 
Government-  therein  mestiooed ;"  which  was 
read  twjce, and  committed  toe  CojamiUee  of 
the  Whole  OQ  Mon^iy  next. 

Mr.  Bajch>ii,  firom.  the  sitme  committee,  pca- 
sebted  a.  bill. to  continue  in  force,  for  a  farttser 
lim^  tbe-first  section  of  the  AeV«otitled  ^^An  act 
further  to  protect  the  comm^ce  and  'aeamea  of 
the  United  States  ajgainst  4he  Barbary  Powers  ;'^ 
whiqh  was  re^d  twicej  and  Qomraitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee.of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

On  motiou.of  Mr.  ARCBErythe  Committee  of 
CotAiperoe.and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
in<|uire  into- the  expediaocf  of  extending  the  dia* 
Uict  of' Harre-denGrace,  in.  the  Static  of  Maty* 
la^d^so  as  tfr.include  Spes-UticelsUnd,  the  Nonli* 
ern  shore  of  JQlk  river,  the  Eastern  shore  of  Bush 
river,  Susquehanna,  Aod  No.rlheast  riversrand  all 
the  Ivaters-and  shores  of. the  Ch^Mpeake  Baj 
-ai>t>ve  the  mou0  of  Bpsh  rrver,  on  the  Western 
shore,  atid  above  the  mou^h  of  Elk  ilyer.on  the 
Elistern  shore  of  said  hay« 

APPORTIOliMBJfT  Olf  REPRESSNTATmSS. 

•Tlie  House,  resumed  th^  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the.  Senate  to  the  bill*' for  the 
apportioni^ent  of  Representatives  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration." 
'  Mr.  Newton  meyed  that  the  bill  be  recommit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.^-— Neg- 
atived-rayes^57,  no^s  60.  ' 

Mr..CAbHODN'said :  Before  ibebill  had  gone  to 
the  Senate,  it  excited  hut  verv  little  interest  with 
me.  .  All  that  1  had  heard  from*'  genthmen  oa 
every  side,  coorinped  me  that  it  was  a  squabble 
among  the  several  .Sti^tes  which'  should  bear  the 
loss  of  large  fractions,  rather  than  ^serious  divi- 
sion* on  principle,  of  one  ratio  in  preference  to 
another.  Were  I  governed  alone  by  fractions  I 
should  not  the  this  day,  aor  oppose  a  concurrence 
with; the  Senate,  from  the  pride  df  opinion;  for 
the  ratio  which,  the  Senate  have  .fixed,  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  vote  on  the  original  bill,  al- 
though thirty  seven"  thousand  would  4eare  my 
,Sta,te  wiih  a  less  .fraction  unrepresented  than  thir- 
ty-five thousand :  but  fractions  are  not  my  object. 
I  am  not  here'  to  represent  'my  own  State  alone. 
I  renounce  the  idea.  And  I  ^ill  show,  by  jny 
vote,^that  I  contend  for  the  interests  of  the  whole 
people  of  this  tomrnunity.  The  present  question, 
on  concurring  in  the  amehdmem  of  the  Senate, 
seemed  to  be  totally  different,  and  much  more 
important  than  the  original'bne.-  As  it  now  stands 
ii  is  aeaseofdisii^xeemeat  bet weei^  the  two  Houses, 
•and  the  contjest  is,  which  shall  recede.    A. con  test 
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of  thfa  kind  (oD .the  ctomis . bill)  w«s. one  of  tbe 
most  serious  cposequences  to  the  Hoiuew  -Tbe 
Senate,  hj  persifttancs,  must  force  thid  hbdy  euber 
Vo  adopt  their  laijOfOr^  if  that  oanapt  be  effected^ 
even  ahnihilate  this  branefa  of  the  Legislature,  I 
consider  this  a  case  of  omission  in  OQr  excellent 
Coasiitutioa— en^  of  that  kind  which  muse  taite 
piace^  perhaps,  io  all  free'  constitutions,  howev^pr. 
forined :  tuivparticuUuriy  in  one  like  ours,  formed 
by  the  totesight  of  wisdom,  and  not  by.  slow  and 
successive  experience.'  Thai  il  is  a  case  of-omls'- 
sion  and  not  foreseen,  ma^  be 'inferred  fromli^vetal 
pants  of  the  Constitulioli  itself.  The  Constitution 
makes  this  House  the  sole  judge  of  the  qu4lifica- 
tions  ,and  returns  of  its  ow'n  members^  This  is 
ippposed  to  vest,  the  power  so  excliisively  in  usi 
that  a  few  dayssiaccj  m  a4ebate  on  the  conteeted 
election  from  Viiiginia^.  it  'was  contended' with 
mi^ch  force  of  argument^  that  any  law>  on^  this 
subji&et,  as  the  Senate  must  participate  in  it^- would 
(«  uacOnstitutionffi.  What  Js  tfie  reason?  A 
spirit  of  jealousy  i  a  manifest  intention  to  prc^rve 
tbi^  House  from  the  influence  of  the  other;  and 
to  prevent  the  latter -from,  having  any  antral  in 
the  ihteriipr  management  of  thts^  •  If  .^ucii  caution 
was  necessary,1n  this  particalar,  where  the  caset^ 
must,  almqst  necessaril'y,  b^  few,  and  oftea  uov 
impostaat,  how  much,  more  so  in  a  Question,  of 
satio,  in  .#hip|i  thet  body  may  a4d  to  or  subtract 
huadreds  from  this^-^ia^v.  force  inch  a  ratio  on 
this,  as  is  favorable  to  the  federative  pNnctple,. 
and  assimilate  it  to  the  other  in  its  foimatiop,  it 
may  entirely  annihilate  this. House.' '  AgaiOf  itie 
the  theory  of  dur  Oover9meat,and  was  Hie  favor- 
ite idea  of  all  our  politicians,  at  the  time  of  its 
formation,  that-  libertycaa  oaly*  e^^ist  in  a  divi- 
sion of  £be  sdvereiga  jmwer ;'.  and  that  such  divi- 
.  sion  pould  only  be  permaa^rat  where  each  of  the 
parts  had  within  itself  the  meaaa  of  protection. 
On  this  pirinciplie,  the  EfEecutive  and  Judiciary 
were  detached  from  the  legislature,  and  this  last 
divided  into  two  braaeiies*  Each  of  the^e  .De- 
partmcats.has  the  means  of  selfrpreservatio'n.  The 
first  has  !u  qualified  veto'  aud  its  patronage ;  t^e 
Judiciary  its  iadependence— and  e^h  House  a 
veto  on  the  protoeedings  of  ihe  other.'  . .      , 

Iq.  the  ordinary. course  of  legislation,  this  fi)r- 
nished  ample  security.  Far  different  on  ihe 
census  bill.  Her§  the  whole  k  inverted-  The 
vote  ofthe  Senate  is  no  logger  the  means  of  pro- 
tection'to  hself,  but  becdmes  a  fatal  n^ans^or  as- 
sailing this  Hpuse;  it  is  no  more  a  shield  of  de-. 
(en^e,  hut  a  we|ipon  of  attack ;  and  whea  they 
use  it,  by  withholding  their  assent,  we  are  ani** 
hilated'  'This  great  anomaly  could  not  l^ave  been 
foreseen;  it  must  be  conside.red  as  aq  emission. 
What  remi^y  do  I  propose  ?  Fcevtri t.the  Senate 
from  participating  in  a  census  bill  ?  By  no  means ; 
it  would  be  onc.onstitutional ;  because. there  is  no 
qlause  to  thai  effect.  I  propose  a  npeans  in  stpct 
unison  with  the  Coosiitutiooj  i^nd  furnished  by 
itself.'^ It  has  in  this' instance  withheld  from  us 
the  shield, .but  has  pointed  to  its  spirits  Liet  us 
act  with  a  fixed  determination}  and  not  accede 
to  the  amendment  bf  the.  Seaate.  That  bod)^, 
unaided,  by  precedent,  and. opposed  by  the  spirit 


of  the  Constitultoo,  must  reeede.  Let  us  follow 
the  example  of  the  House  gf  Coinmons  in  Kng^ 
laoid  in  relation  to  money  bills,  and  tbe  same  ef- 
fect will  follow-^bat  by  no  means  reverse  that 
example.  '    •  ^ 

The  Semite,  stredg^hened  )^y  precedent,  will 
thereafter  control  us  completejyr-  On  this  ground 
they  have  naturally  a  grea^^r  .capacity  for  strug« 
giing  than  we*.  Unless  we  insist  in  the  first  in- 
stapce,  we  must  ever  hereafter  be  overpowered. 
What  ihdttpement  can  gentlemen  ha^e,  to  majm 
the  surrender  at.this  time  ?  None  can.be  weake{| 
than. because  some  of  tbe  States  ha^e,  by  the  ra? 
tlo  inserted,  iii  the  Senate,  small  fractional  and 
one  section  of  tbe. Union  has  by  it  comparatively 
gained.  Will  gentlemen  fos  this  incpnsiderahU 
gain  make  so  grea^a  sacrifice  1  Partiaularly  thosa 
'  from  large  States;  wi^o  are  the  greatest'  gainere 
hy  fractions.  '  For  this  paltry  gain^  iliore  appereat 
than  real,  which  can  last  bttt  for  ten  jears,  they 
surrender  a  jprinoiple  of  ihe  most  vital  traport^n^a 
fo  them'.  .  They  witl  eaable  the  Seixate  in  time 
to  reduce  them  almost  (o  the  same. terms  of  equel* 
ity  on  this  floor  with  the  small  Stat eii,  as  they  are 
in  tie  other  H(M^eJ  Let  i^  not  be  sald^  the  Ben- 
ate  wiU  always'.exercise  this  power  with  discre- 
tion'. It  is  the  part  of  political  wisdom  notto 
trust  when  it  cao  make  Mcure,  and  ia  a  case  of 
such  yital ,  importance,  it  will  adt  i^onfidje  In  the 
strongest  probabilities^  Paith  is  an  ahicle  of  re* 
ligion,  btft  not  of  politics.  But,  sit,  if  any  setflioa 
or^tate.of  this. Union,  gained  ever  somucb^I 
4now  not  how  it  could  ji^stify  this  abai^donm eat 
of  principle.  Who  are  we  ?  The  represeotativee 
of  the  natron;  of  individiyil  rights;  the  trusteea  . 
for.  the  time  being;  of  that  maseof  poa-er  which 
is  invested  in  tbe  hands  of  the  LegisiaturjB  for  the 
pcoteetion  of  those. rights.  How  then  can  we 
make  a  surrender  eonsisteniC.  with  the  principle, 
with,  boner^or  with  conecieD^e,^  of  those  importaat  / 
'tiflrbts  so  sacredly  trusted  to  our  keepiag?  Mr* 
Speaker,  I  i^ish  tbe  task  of  defend iqg  this  im- 
portant point  had  fallen  to  abler  hands.,  I  feel 
all  that  embarrassment  whiph  a  young,  man,  not 
niuch  ecctistoqned  to- speaking,  mUst  necessarily 
experience  the  first  time,  before  such  an  audience, 
and  in  %place  sortryiog  ta the  voice  as  this  ball* 
I  shall  be  happy,  if  io  the  midst  of  my  embyirrass- 
meots,'!  have  been  intelligible,  and -have  c'ipressed 
myself  with  su^cient  caution^  on  s<:>  delitate  a 
points    ., 

Mr.  Khea  said  tbat,  beipg  io^ced*  to  believe 
|hat  the  great  principle  of  compromise  on  whiob 
he  h8id  heretofore  voted  (which  was,  ffaat  tha 
present  representation  of  the  people  ef  any  BitUm 
might  not  be  diminished)  was.  abaadoned,  and 
that,.  iUrpIace  thereof,  local,  partial,. and  Stat^  in- 
terests were  substituted;  he.  now,  also,  would  tura 
his  attention  to  ohjects^  of  the  sahie^natdre.  He 
was  the  more  ioflu^iieed  to  do  this,  because  the 
principle  of  compomise  was  not  only  abandoned, 
but  abandoned,  in  a.  manner  highly  injurious  to 
the  people  of  Tennessee^  one'of  whose  representa- 
tives he  had  the  honor  to  he.  If  the  ratio  of  thirty- 
seven  thousand  had  been  adhered  to,  he  might 
have  been  silen^;  'but,  as  tha(  latio  is  proposed;  by 
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tb€  afDtfndment  offered  by  th«  Senate,  to  be  no 
more,.ftnd,  as  the  ratio  proposedis  ooly  one  thon- 
8a0d  more  than  the  fraetion  whi(ih  on  that. ratio 
will  reooaip  to  Tenneftsee,  his  duty  called  on  hioi 
to  protest  a^iDSt  this  procedure. 

I  will  voie^said  Mr;K.,  against  concurring  with 
the  atpendm'ent  mad^  by  the  Senate,  whichpro- 
poses  a  ratio  of  thirty^Hvethousaod.  Andj  if  that 
TOte  was  to  be  spoken  with  my.  last  breath,  if 
should  be  cheerfully  tendered,  not  only  because 
the  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  will  operate  injuri- 
ously and  unjustly  in  relation  to  Tennessee,  but^ 
also,  by  reason  that,  if  agreed  to,^it  will,  in  my 
hiioible  opinion,  go  to  fix  a  principle  >rhich,  at  no 
Tery  ^istant  period;  mjay  shake  the  foupdation  of 
sovereignties.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  derogate 
fVom  the  const  it  &ted  powers  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stales,  but  it  may,  wi^  alt  due  respect, 
beobserved,  that  fer  ratio  of  npportioam^nt'made 
by  th^  House  of  Representatives  of  the  sdvereign 
people,  anfl  by  the  commanding  majority  of  10^ 
to  18  in  that  House,  merits  a^eonsiderable  degree 
c^  confidence  from  the  Semite,  and,  if  touched 
\>y  that  honorable  Houe^  otught  not  to  be  touched 
nor  broken  dowp  nnleas  tor  leasons  of  an  imperi- 
ous nature.  The  ratio  fixed  in  the  bill-  was  a 
ratio,  of  comj^romise,  that,  thereby,  the  present 
representation  of  (he>?ople  ia  any  State'  mfght 
not  be  diminished.  When  that  patiowas  fixed 
in  the  bill,  frcrctidns  were  little  attended  ib ;  but 
it  hbw  appears  that  the  avoiding  of  fractions 
has  taken  the  place  of  that  magnanimous  princi- 
ple^ and  crept  in  to  disturb  that  social  and  friendly 
anion,  which  is  the  basis  of  the'  spvereign^y  of 
these- United  Slates,   • 

The  offered  am^ndtnent^hen,  reduce  the  ratio 
to  thirty-five  thousand.  The  operation  of- that 
ratio  on  all  the  other  States^  except  by  way  of 
comparison,  will  be  omitted,  and  iis  operatiop  by 
fraction  on  the  &tate  of  Tennessee,  only,  exam- 
ined. By  a.  ratio  of  thirty-five  thousand,^  there 
will  remaiu  to  Tennessee  a  fraction  of  thirty* 
three  thoi^sand  nine  huqdred  and  thirteen,  'only 
one  thousand  and  eighty-seven  less  than  the  pro- 
posed ratio  of  this  amendment  for  a  representa- 
tive. It  appears  that;  at  a  ratio  of  ihirty«nve  thour 
aand,  the  fpurffreat  States-of  the  Uniod^lhat  is: 
New  York  wilThave  a  fraction  of  8  043 ;  Virginia 
12,616  ;  Pennsylvania  4,773  5  and  Ma^achusetts 
740.  Tiie  aggregate  of  i\\  these  frkctions  is 
about  ^6,172.  The .  fractions  remaining  to  the 
Slates  of  New  Hampshive  and  Delaware  amount 
to  aboiit'5,464,'  it'hich,  being  added  to  the  amoi^nt 
of  the  fractions  of  the  four  gf eat  States,  tnakes 
an  aggregate,  of  about  31,636.  Hence^it  is  man- 
ifest that  on  a  ratio  of  35,000,  a* fraetion  will  re- 
main, to  Tennessee,  which  is  greater  than  the 
Aggreirate  of  the  fractions  of  the  States  alluded 
to.  No  imperious  reason  appears,  producing  this 
effect)  and  commanding  a  descending  ratio,  to  a 
point  within  the  number  1,160,  giving  to  thepeo* 
pie  of  Tennessee  anoihef  representative.  If  the 
ra^io  in  the  proposed'  amendment  be  agreed  to, 
the  people  of  toe  States  already  named,  will 
have  more  than  one  hundred  Representatives,  with- 
sn  aggregate  of  temaiilifig  tractions  of  about 


31,336 ;  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
s^ewill  have  sir  representative -.with  a  remain- 
ing fraction  of -nearly  thirty-foar  thousand.  If 
the  object  6f  the  amendment  be  tp  reduce  great 
fractions,  a  ratio  of  34,800.  woulti  have  done 
away  the  great  fraction*  of  Tennessee/  and  the 
people  of  that  State  would  theh  have  had  seven 
representatives.  If,  then,  "the  ratio  must  be  re« 
duced  from  "37.000,  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  reduced 
to  a  number  which  WiM-  remove  this  great'  frac- 
tion, so  that  the  people  of  Tennessee^  rhali  have 
seven  ^representati  ves. 

Mr.  FrsK.-%Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  the  bonor  to 
represent,  in  ^rt,  a  small  State,  which  feels  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  present  question  ;  it  is,  there- 
fore, with  pleasure,  I  hear  therigfate  and  interesta 
of  the  small  States  ad  vocatH.  lam  decidedly 
in  favor  of  oononrring  with  the  amendment  .of 
the  Senate,  and^-in  support  of  it  shall  endeavor 
to  prove  that  the  ratio  proposed  by  the  Senate 
.will  do  less  injustice  and  give' a  more  equal  rep- 
resentation, to  the'  States  than  that,  fixed 'on  by 
this  House.  By  the  ratio  of  37,0Q0,  agreed  on  by 
the  House,  Delaware  and' Verinonr,  having  a  pop- 
ulation of  only  288^99,, will  havcf  a  fraction  of 
66.899,  almost  equal  to. the  one-fourth  of  their 
Vh^le  number,  and  will  deprive  Delaware  pf  the  ' 
one-half  of  her  represeiatatroa,'  and^Vermont  of 
the  one-sixth.  '  By  the  ratio  of  35,000|  proposed 
by  the  Senate,  .Vermont  and  Dekware  eaoh  gain  < 
one  reprteentative,  ^hiie  Kentucky,  Tennessee. 
New  Jersey,  and  Ohio,  with  a  population  ot 
1,090,P84,  will  be  left  with^a  frectipn  of  100,084, 
only  iequal  to  about  the,oae-eleventh'of  their 
whole  ntimber.  With  these  fa.cts  before  tis,  I  can- 
not understand .  by  what  rule  of  justice l|ke  gen- 
tlemen •  last  up  from  Keiitacky,  Tennessee,  and 
New  Jersey,  c6old  i^dvpcate  the  interests  of  the 
small  States,  voce  for  the  ratio  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  I^avi6g:  'such  monstrous  fractions  to  ^the 
States  of  I>elaware  aiid  Vermont,  and  now  call 
on  us  tQ  join  them  in  rejecting  the  amendment 
of  the  Sieoate,  b^itse  pf  the  fractions  it  leaves  in 
tbeir  ^States,  when  these  fractions. are,  to  their 
whole  numbers,  comparatively  nothing  with  those 
left, to  Delaware  and  Vermont  by  the*  ratio  they 
voted  for.  No  number  can  be  fi^Led  on  as  the  ra- 
tio but  what  will  leave  fractions  it  some  of  the 
States.  It  is  but  justice,  therefore,  that  we  should 
adopt  theCoostitutiooal  number  which  WiH  leave 
the  least  fractions,  and  those  oti  the  greatest  pop- 
ulation. 

Il  is  proper  to  ndention,  that,  by  the  last  ratio, 
Tennessee  bad  a  very  smali  fraetion,  a6d  Ver- 
mont a  large  one;  bv  this  ratio,  Verniioni  will 
have  a  small  one,  and  thkt  of  Tennessee  will  be 
la rger :  thus,  by  4he  change,  the  loss  will  be  equal- 
ized. •  An  objection  has  been  urged  against  the 
amendment,  on' the' ground  of  its  incraasing  the 
representation  id  this  Houi^e.  This  has  110  weight 
ia  my  mind.  This  ratjo  will  not  give  this  House 
more  inembers  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  Legis- 
latures of  many  of  the  sm^ll  Stales,  wliere  busi- 
ness is  transacted  with  great  facility  and  correct- 
ness. I  think  a  numerous  representation  conform- 
able to  sound  Irepo'bltcan  principles. 
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Ag^iast  the  doctrines  adya need  yesterday,  bf 
the  geDtlenaan  from*  South  Carolioa,  I  beg  leave 
to  enter  my  most  solemti  prot^t.  ,Io  these  mo- 
ments of  danger  from  abroad,  I  am  not  for  declar* 
ing  war  against  the  Senate — a  foreign  enemy  may 
soon  Tender  ^  declaration  of  war  both  necessary 
and  honorable.    The  best  way  of  supporting  the 
Constj^utiod,  is  by  acknowledging  its  principles,' 
and  movinff  within  the  orbit  it  has  prescribed  for 
US.    The  Tranters  of  the  Constitution,  for  good 
reasons,  no  doubt,  in  the  distribution  of  poorer  to 
the  several  brancoes  of  our  GoV^emment,  saw  fit 
to  gire  the  Senate  a  participation  in  the  power. of 
fixing  the  ratio  for  the  representationHn  this  House; 
and  it  is* not  competent  for  us,  as  legislators,  to 
((uestioii  the  wisdom  of  tbi^  provision.    Very  little 
light  can  be  thrown  on  tbis  subject  by  precedents 
drawi^  from  the  proceedings  of  the  English  Par- 
liament i  they  are  the  8iiprea\e  power ;  their  acts 
ma^  both  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the 
country.    Not  so  here.    The  Constitutionals  the 
supreme^  law  and.  rule  to  direct  oor  legislative^ 
actions.    This  supreme'  law,*  this  Constitution,, 
has  vested  the  Senate  with  the  same  power,  and< 
imposed  oh  them  the  same  obi i gat ioii  of  Exercis- 
ing a  sound  discretion  in^ legislating  on' thf  sub- 
J>ct  before  us  that  it  has  to  this  House. .  They 
ijare  the  sAm«'  idtereMs  in' common  with  nn  all. 
the7  have  sofemnly  sworn  faithfully  ahd  impar- 
tially to  discharge  the' trust  reposed  in^  them,  and 
they  w0old  be  unworthy  their  station  if  they  did 
not  do  it  independently. 

Mr.  WaiGHT.-^-Mr.  Speaker^!  hope  the  House 
writ  proceed  to  decide  on  the  merita-  of  the 
amendment  )>rop<toed  h^  the  Senate.  I,  for  my 
part,  am  prepared  to  vo,re  for  It^  although  it  come^ 
in  tke  inaospicious^shape  of  an  amehdment  from 
that  body,  so  exceptionable  in  the  opinion  of  the 
hoDorabre  gentlematt.frotn  South  Carolina  (Mr; 
Cai«bodn.)  il  feel  no  fears  of  the  Senate's  sdb- 
^ertioi^  the 'Government  #hile  tbev  jiave.a  kdm- 
niOB  intereat  in  it.  •  I  eercainly,  wneaa  meaaber 
of  tliat  body^  waa  not  leas  attached  to  th«  b^t 
iBierest  of  ipy  coainry- than  Lnow  aait<^'l^o^ 
BOW  directly  elected  by  the  sovereign  ^people. 

The  CoBstitotion.  has  wisely  proyided  td.eqjoal 
represSbfatioo  ih  the  Senate  to  mreve at  the  small. 
States  from  being  injure^  by  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  large  States^  and  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  Senate 
col-rectly  have  interfered,  for  that  (^arpoae,  and!^ 
while*  they  revolve  on  their  ownaxis^and  within 
their*  own  Conatitotional  orbit,  I  shall  abarajri're'- 
apeet  tkem.aa  a  vslual^Ie  prgan  of  the  legiMtive 
will  of  the  natira.      .  .  .  i 

.  Sir;  let  ur  examine  the  e^se.,-  The  Contftita" 
tioB  decfarea  that  ^Representatives  and  direct 
taxes  shall  be  apportioned  amonc  Chef 'Several 
Slates  Which  may  ^  included  within  this  Unioh. 
accordiog  td  their  respective  numbers."  We  find 
that  Delaware,  for  twenty  years^  has  had  a' frac- 
tion of  90.000  unrepresented,  dtid  we  know  she 
was'directiy  taxed  in  the  same  manner  that  all 
the  States  were,  without  respect  to  that  fraction, 
although  nearly  equal  to  one-half  her  whole 
nunberi  and  now,  agai^,  by  fixing  on  37,000  in-. 


stead  of  the  35,000  proposed  by.  the  Senate,  she 
is  to  be  taxed  for  ten  years  mqre  on  34,004  un- 
represented., We  know  that,  in  this  body,  her 
feeble  voice  could  not  be  heard,  hojarever  just  her 
claims,  or  honest  her  pretensions;  but,  in  the 
Senate,  they  have  been  heard  and  respected ;  and 
I  trust  will  now  prevail.  The  gentiernan  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.MoKBE)  seems  to  feel  very  much 
for  New  Jersey,  which  has  a  fraction  of  31,2!33, 
at  35,000 ;  bat  his  sensations  do  not  extend  ihenw 
selves  to. Delaware,  which,  for  twenty  years  has 
had  a  fraction  of  30,000,  and  at  37.000,  will,  fof 
ten-years  more*  have  a  fraction  of  ^4,004.  •  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee. '(Mr*  HbeA)  seems 
ako  to  be  much  alive  to  the  interest  of  Tennes^ 
se^j'she  hss  a  fraction  of  33,913;  4i'e  has  said 
thai^if  aiiylState  had  such, s  fraction  imposed  on 
her,  he  should  deem  it  uniast  to  impose  it,  and 
wbuld  oppose1t«  If  he  will  examine,  he  will  see 
'that  Delaware  has  a  fraction  of  ^,004,  apd  there- 
fore he  stl^nds  committed  to  oppose  it.  Georgia 
and  Massachusetts  both  have' lairger- fractions 
than  Tehnesseel  .  * 

Sir,  this  question' ought  to-be  decided  so  that 
the  Constitution  might  be  as  nefu'ly  gratified  as 
possible,  by.  adopting  the  nujmber  that  will  leave 
the  stnallest  fraction  upon  the  whole.  If  gentle- 
men will  examrne  thr  document  ^pon  the  subject, 
they  will  'fiody-at  35,000,  the  unrepresepted  irac- 
iion&  amount  to  24^,^60;  that,  at  37,000,  the  un- 
represented fractions  amount  to  302,262,  knaking 
a  differehce  of  52,802  in  favor  of  35,000;  so  that, 
oO  taking  into  vie^  the  interest  of  al|,  w^hont 
respect  to  particular  sections  df  the  Union,  there 
are  52,802  in  Qivor  of  the  proposition  of  tfie  '^en- 
ate,  which,  on  principle,  ought  to  be  preferred. 
'  But  we  are  told  that,  by  fixing  on  35,000^  the 
Southern  and  Western  sections  of  the  Union  suf- 
fer greatly.  I  have  examined  that  subject,  aad 
find  that  the  donthecn.  and  Western  States,  in- 
cluding Maryland,  oare  fractions  of  85,704  more 
than  ,the  States  to  the  eastward  <>f  Mar^and; 
but  I  also  find,  ihat  on  examining  the  fractions  of 
the  sadie  sections  at  the  ratio  of  37,000,  that  the 
Eastern  division  of  the  U^iion  have  fractions  of 
121,448  more  than  the  S|.oothern.  and  Western 
sections,  leaving  a  balan/s^e  of  35,784  more  against 
the  ISastern  section  at  37,00Q  than  is  against  the 
Southern  and  W^tern  sectionsat  35.00a;  so  that 
the  sectional  fraction  is  less  at  35,t)00^  us  well  as 
the  aggregate  fraction ;  therefore,  in  justice,  the 
*  ofumbeV  35,000' ought  to  prevail.         / 

Mr.  GBOi.80N.4-When  this  ^ub^ect  was  first 
before  the  House,  a  ratio  of  representation  w$is 
adopted,  Mrbich. seemed  to  he  thf  result  of  prin- 
ciple, and  which  appeared  alto  to  have  been  in- 
.dicated  by  the  federal  numbers  of  some  of  the 
small.States.  The,  principle  assumed  had  refer** 
eoce  partly  to  the  small  States,  and  partly  to  the 
numher  of  this  branch,  of  the  Legislature,  and 
accordingly,  the  highest  ratio  which  woula  not 
reduce  the  present  representation  of  any  State 
was  selected  by  a  very  large  majority.  The  ratio 
taken  was  one  member  ibr  37,000,  aad  this  ratio 
grew  not  out  of  fraciaonal  calculations,  but  out 
of  a  spirit  of  magnanimity  and  conciliation*  The 
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Virginia  delegation,  I  belieye,  woald  mpst  of  xxs 
h«v.e  preferred  40,000  to  a  menlber,  but  we  took 
37,000j  to  prevent  wbat  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
•neeticnt  alleged  wbnld-  have  been  injustice  to 
th'era,  namely,  a  reduction  of  their  numbers  in 
this  bodv. 

For  tHis  act  of  conciliation,  how,  sir,  have  we 
been  requited  by  the  small  States?  ^^^^Y  have 
united  in  rejecting  the  ratio  of  37,()00,  and  in 
faking  a  smaller  one,  which  thVows  almost  all  the 
large  fractions  on  the  southern  part  of  the  Union. 
I  am  tery  far  from  ascribing  any  incorrect  inten- 
tion to  anv  one,  '  I  would  npt^  in  th«  slightest 
degree,  insmtiate  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Senate,  or  that  it  is  no#  withfn  the  view  of  th^& 
House  yy  do  injustice  to  any  section  ()f  this' Con- 
federacy. Yety  from  the  enactment  of  this  bill, 
as  amended  by  thef  Senate,  the  most  obvious  and 
manifest  injustice'  would  accrue  to  alm'c^t  the 
entire  snuthj^rn  portion, of  the  Union.  This  will 
a][>pear  from  a  supprfici&l  view  of  the  results 
arising  from  the  ratio  of  35^000^  which  bsuf  been 
substituted  by  the  Senate. 

The  nine  States  to  the  north  and  eastward  of 
Maryland  contain  the  federal  number  of '3,546,848, 
and  then  their  aggregate  fractions  o;  remaindersr 
amount  to  81,364.  The  eight  Southern  SLtates,, 
inclusive  of  Maryland,  comprise  the  federal  num- 
ber' (deducting  for^  the  slaves)  of  3,037,412.  Thus 
three  and  a  b^lf  millions  in  the  .North  have  about 
eighty  thousand  unrepr^escfUted,  while  only  aboiit 
3.000/)00  in  the  South  have  near  one'  hundred 
and  s'event^  thousand,  unrepresented.  The  dis- 
proportion IS  enormcnos.  If  the  Northern  States 
have  8I5OOQ  of  remainders,  the  Southern  States, 
accordingto  the  law  of  proportion,  should  have 
d9,000.  j8ut  ihey  have  in.  fact  167,000,  from 
which,  if  yon  deaoct  the  rightful  propprtion  of 
69;000.  it  will  he.  evid^ent  that  they^  have  an  over 
proportion  of  tin  represented  remainders,  amount- 
ing to  ^,000.  By  adopting  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment, the  Eastern  States,  moreover,  gain  nine 
Representatives,  and  the  Southern  States  two 
only.  The  ratio  of  35.0DO  is  therefore  peculiarly 
unequAl  in  its  operation,  and  consequently  unjust* 
'  I^  Mr.  Speaker,  the  principles  which  itt  first 
guided  us  upon  'this  suoject  are  now  to  be  de- 
serted, all  that  I  ask  is  equality.  It  wai  a  few 
days  ago  remarked  by  a  venerable!  gentleman 
from  North  Carohna,  l(Mr.  Macon,)  that.at  last 
he  expected  this  matter  woulid  resolVQ  itself  into 
peii'  and  ink  calculation.  Although  I  reposed 
much  in  the-  discernment  of  that  gentleman,  I 
then  hoped  bis  prediction  would  not  be  fulfilled. 
Ij  however,  now  begin  to  discover  strong  indica- 
tions that  it  is  to  be  verified.  If  so,  let  this  afiair 
be  referred  for  an  arithmetical  estimate.  Let  the 
calculations  be  only  made  with  tolerable  accu- 
racy, and  I  am.  content. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  declared 
his  object  to  be  the  reduction  of  the  aggregate 
fraction^  and  he  therefore  takes  the  smallest  ra- 
tio. The  entire  fraction  'a.t  37,000  is  5^,000 greater 
than  at  35,000.  Waiving  all  other  objectipns  to 
the  gentleman's  reasoning,  I  would  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  better  that  the  whole  nfttion  should  have 


aq  additional  unr^resented  remainder  of  S2,000 
than  that  the  Southern  country  alone  should 
have  a  disproportionate  unrepresented  remainder 
of  9d,<K)0f  It  is.certainly  better  that  the  whole 
should  yield  fifty  than  one-half  near  an  hundred. 

Geographical  cdmpai^sons  and  local  distinc- 
tions are  at  all  times,  sir,. repUj^nant  to'  my  feel- 
ings. I  avoid  them  whenever  it  is  in  my>  power. 
But  I  have  been'driven  into  th^  remarks  lyhich 
I'have  made^by  the  course  this,  business  and  the 
.debate  upon  it  have  taken.  ^  And  I  am  sorry  that 
I  am  under  the  necessity  o'f  still  trespassing  for 
a  moment. on  .the  attention  of  the  Bouse  while  I 
answer  some.observationsof  the  ffentleo^an  fronx 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smillb.)^  If  I  understood, 
the  aentleman,^e  said  the  secret  was,  that  ibe 
Southern  people  want^ed  the  preponderance.  Is 
it  meant,  sir.  to  convey,  hy  these  expressions,  an 
insinuatioB  tnaC  there  ace  Soutbiern  men  on  this 
floor  who  act  in  a  secret,  clandestine  way  ?  Who 
profess  ope  oxotive.and  act  from  another  ?  What- 
ever may,  be  intended,  the  observation  is  uiMzier- 
4ted,  and  I  repel  it...  I  will  not,^lbr  m  moment, 
allow  myself  to  believe  that  there  is  any  man  in 
this  Assegdbly  who  would  be  capable  of  suck' 
conduct.     .         I  '..'•. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker  that  the*  gentleman  has 
thought  it 'necessary  On  this  occasion  xo  call  over 
the  roll  of  appointmentdithdt  have  been  conferred 
on  particular  State's,  and  that  he  has  entered  into 
a  comparison  of  the  favors  received  by.  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania^in  this  resf  fct.  ^TopieS'Of  (his 
sort  are.eitremelv  painful  to  me,  and  invidious 
inth^sdves. .  Without^ therefore,* eofering  my- 
self ai  all  on  the  subjeci,  I  will  only  blioenre,  that 
if,  in  faot^  from  Vhgmia  there  have  Wn  oioie 
high  federal,  officers  than  frokn  Peoosylvania,  I 
will  leave  it  entirely  to^  the  genile«Mji  from  that 
S^te  to  calculate,  the  causes  of  it.    j 

After. ^oasidemble  fllKthef  deblite  theqiieatiOA 
that  the  House  do  concur  with  the  Senate  in  their 
firar amendment  to  wit;  to  atrike  out  the  words 
*'  thirty^ven,"  before  th^  word  '*  thousand,"  and 
insert  "  thirt3i^-^ve,"  being-  taken,  •  it  was  deter- 
mined ir  the  n.egative-^yeaa  QS{  naye  64.  - 
.  Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are— 
'William  Andersony-dteVenkon  ^^rcher,  Daniel  Ave- 
ry, Ezekiei,  Bscon,  Josfah  Bartlett,  Abijah  Bigelew, 
Harmuius  Bjeeeker,  Adam  Boyd,  Blijah  iSrigham, 
EpaphhMlitQS  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas 
B.'GQoka,  John  Davenpoit^  Jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel 
Dinsmoie,  William  Ely)  Jamfa  Emolt,  WflHam  Find- 
ley,  Jmmcwi  Firi^  Am  Fitch,  Themes  R.  00ld;.OharlM 
Gloldsborough,  Isaiah.  L.  Green,  Bettlaf  Hall,  Obed 
H^,^  John  A.  'Hari»sr«  Jehn  M»  ^ynenan,  RiohanC 
JaduMai,jr.^Phihp  B,  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livijigvton,  Alexander  MoKiin*  Aiunah  Metaal^ 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.;  Mitchill,  Jenclhan  O.  Moae* 
ley,  WUham  Paulding*  jr.,  William  Piper,. Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,- Peter  B..Porter,  Elisha. 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William-  Reed,  Henij  M. 
Ridgely,  Ebenexer  Sa^,  Thomas  Sammona,  Ebenexer 
SeaTor,  Samuel  Shaw,.  John  Smilje,  George  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B%  Sturges,  George 
Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadg^,  Peleg 
Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Tan 
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yuB  Widgwy^  and  Robert  Wright. 
Those  who  voted'  ia  the  DejgatiTe  are^«- 

Willii  Abton,  JN  John  B^ker,  David  Bard,  ^urwell 
Baasett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  WUlism  Blackledge,  Thorn- 
aa  Bloant,  5«Biea  Bi^ckenridge,  Bobert  Brown,  Wil- 
Uam A.  BurwelL  WlUHam  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Lingdon  dhevea,  John  (5loptbn»  Ltfwia  Cohdit,  Wil- 
liam -Orawfovdi  John  Dawaon,  Joae]^  Deaha,  'Bh'aa 
Bark,  Mtahaok  FnakUn,  ThomM  Oholaen,  P^tataon 
Ooodwyn.'Edwiii  Qny,  PalixOmndy,  Aylett  Hawei, 
Jamb  H^ify,  Rkfatfd.M.  Johnaoo,'  Joaaph  Kent, 
WiUiaai  R.  .King^.Ahiiwr  Lecoofc,  Jimaph  LefeYe^ 
Joaeph  Lewia,  juftior.,  Peter  Little,  William  liowodee, 
Aaron  XjW  Nathaniel  Macon«  Geoicge  C.  Mazwellt 
Thomaa  Moore,  Archibald  McBr7da,.WilUem  HcCoy, 
Hemuel  McKee,  Jamea .  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  ^Th^maa,  Newbold,  Thomaa- Newton, 
Stephen  Otmehy,  Joaeph  Pea^aon,  Iirael  Pickc^ii, 
Jame^  Pfeaaanta,  jr^  John  Ren^<)lph,  Samuel  Bing* 
gold,  John  Rhea,  Joh|i  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Jo^ 
Smith,  Richard  Stanibrd,. Philip  Stuart,  John  Talia- 
lerro,  George  M.  Troop,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R. 
WilliiMne,  Thomaa  Wilabti',  and  l^chafd' Winn.  * 

The  Other  amepdments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bin  being  goVeroed  bj  the  first  atneodment,  were, 
consequently,  disagreed  to/  , 

It  was  then  oraered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rak- 
DOLPBjihat  a  conference  be  held  with  the  SecMte 
op  the  subject- mauer  of  the  s^id  amendtkienta ; 
and  Mr.  Rand6lph,  Mr.  Lacock,  and  Mr.  Coiir 
DLT,  were  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence, on  the  part  of  this  House. 


Fbidax,  December  6. 

Mr.  BuoTT  presented  a  petiiton  of  Harrison 
aiord  Lewis,  of  ,ttiecity4>f  New  York,  mbcehants, 
pr«yinj^  perfDiaeieD  to  import  froin  the  British 
'Weet  Indtft  isltiids,  goodii  to  the  amount  of  debts 
oWloff  to  them  by  eertaia  inhab&ladta  'm  said 
ielaiidaw^n«feriTd  loabt  Oemmiuee  of  Com- 
aaer^e  a»d  MamoAUKiKeB. 

Mr.  Smiuc  i^e^ilted  a  memortftl  of  the  Pres- 
deat  Btod  Managera  oi  tha  Union  Ccmi  Com* 
pany  of  Pemuymtiiia,  praying  the  aid  and  pet* 
rona^e  of  the  General  Gbvernirient  la  aceom- 
pllahiag  the  esteasiTe'and  uaafal works  in  which 
they  are  engaged ;  *whiah  wad  read,  a|Kl  referred 
4D  a  lelactcanfemrUee. 

Mesars;  SmiiIib,  Riihislt,  Rmaooi^D,  BiKaa, 
mmI  Blbbokbb,  were  apfioioted  the<ooiamitcee. 

A  meesage'  fram  -the  Sedate  iaformed  the 
Htf'oae  ^bat  the  SeaatertnaCs^  on  tbeir' amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  this  HoQ«e',  to  the  bill  ''-for 
the  apportionmeot  of,  Represeata tires  among  the 
several  States  aeeording  to  the  third  eaumera- 
tioa  f^  agree  to  the  proposed  conference,  and  have 
appoioiM  managers  on  their  psrrt  at  thesatne. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS.      ^ 

;  The  Tiouae  reeolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on'  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  committed  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
made  some  days  ago. 
The  report  hArtng  beeb  read^ 


Mr.  PoHTBB  said  that^the  House  were  probably 
^pecting  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tion&someexplanatiolisof  their  views  in  teporl- 
iog  the  resolutions  now  under  consideration,  ia 
addition  to  the  general  exposition  of  themeon^ 
taiaedrin  the  report  itaelfl  Theeoipmittee'them- 
sehres  felt  that  sooh  explaoations.  were  doe,  inas- 
much as'  they  had  oaly  reported  in  part,  and  bad 
iattmated  rt^etr  iatentioi)  to  follow  op  these  r^so^ 
lutions,  should  they  be'  adopted,  by  the  recotn- 
mendatioD  of  ulterior  measures.  • 

The  committee,  Mr.  P.  said^  aft|^  examtniof 
the  variona  documents  aceompsnying  the  Presi* 
dent'a 'Message,  were  satisfied^  as  he  pesomed 
every  member  of  the  House  wsls,  that  all  hopes  of 
aecpmmodatiog  our  differeoces  with  Great  Britaia 
by  neffotiaiioo  must  be  abandoned.  When  they 
looked  ai  the  eo/respoodence  between  the' two 
Qovermneais;  when  th^  ohsefved  the  miserable 
shifts  aad'  evasions  (for  they  were  entitled  to  no 
better  appellation)  to  which  Great  Brttaiafeeortad 
to  excuse  the  violations  of  our  maritime  rights,  it 
waa  impossible  qat  to  perceive  jthat  hsr  conduct 
towards  us  was  aot  regulated  evdn  by  her  own 
sehae^  of.  justice,  but  solely  by  a  regard  to  the 
probabler*exteiit  of  our  forl^earance.  The  last  six 
years  had  been  marjced  by  a  series  of  progressiva 
ehcrohchments  on  our  rights;  and  the  principles 
hy  which  she  publiiKly  upheld  her  aggres^ons, 
were  asjiHitable  as  her  coadoct.  IVe  had  seem 
^er  One   year  advancing  doctrines^  which  the 

iear  before  she  had  rieprobated.  We  had  seea 
er.one  dsy  capturing  our.vessels  under  pretexts, 
which  on  theurecedingday  she  would' have  beea 
ashamed  or  hfraid  to  a^ow.  Indeed,  said  Mr.  P., 
she  seeutf  to  have  beea  constantly  and  carefuUf 
Ceeling'.our  pulse^  to  ascertain  what  potions  we 
would  bear;  and  if  we  ^o  on  submitting  to  one 
indignity  after  apother,  it  wiH'aot  ie  long  before 
we  shall  see  British' subjects,  not  oniy  taking  our 
property  In  our  hart)ors,  but  trampling  09  our 
persons*  in^  the  streets  of  ou^  cities. 

ifaving  become  ooBvinoed  that  all  hopes  (torn 
further  negMialioq  were  idlr^  the  committee)  Mr. 
H.'sakI,.  arerd  led  to'  the  constderatida  of  another 
question,  i^hkh  was^— whether  the'marieii9e  rights 
wh»h  Gnat  Brifeaia  is  violating  were  such  as  we 
ought  19  supporC  at  «he  haiartt  aad  expense  of  a 
war  1  And  h^  believed  he  was  correct  in  stating 
that  the  eommittee  was^roantmonsly  of  the  opin- 
ioB  that  they  w«re»  Theeommittee'thoaffht  that 
the  Orders  ia  Couaeil,'so  far  as  they  go  to  inter> 
rapt  our  direct  trade,  that  is,  the  carrying  of  the 
produetioas  of  thi»  oooatry  to  a  mark.et  in  the 
ports'  of  friendly  nations,  imd  returning  with  ^e 
proeeeds  of  |hem*-ought<  to  be  resisted  hy  war. 
How  fhr  we  ought  to  go  in  support  of  what  is 
commonly  oalled  the  chrryiag  trade,  although 
the  question  was,  agitated  in  the  committee,  no 
definitive  opinion  was  expressed.  It  was  not 
deemed  necessary^  at  this  time;  to  express  such 
an  opinion,  inasmuch  as  the  injury  we  sustain  by 
the  inhibition  of  this  trade  is  merged  in  the 
greater  one  to  our  direct  trade. 

TheOrdeis  in  Council,  Mr.  P.  safd,  of  which 
there  seemed,  now' to  be  no  prospect  of  a  speedy 
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repeal — certfiinl):  Dope  during  th^  cootiatiaoee  of 
the  pteseot  war*— authorized  tile  capture  of  our 
vessels  boaad  to  and  from  ports  where  British 
eommeree'is  not  favoriibly  jecei^ed;  and-  as  that 
nation  is  at  war  With'  most  of  the  civilized  world/ 
t&e  effect  was  (as  be  tipder6to6d  from  tht^  who 
had  much  better  informatign  on  the  object  than 
he  could  pretend  to)  to  cat  up,  at  oncej  about 
three^oorths'of  oar  best  and  most  profitable  com-^ 
merce.  It  was  impossible  thi|t  the  m'ercaatile  or 
agricultural  interests  of  the  United  States,' which 
on  the  question  of  a  right  to  the  direct  trade  could 
never  be  separated,  could  submit  to  sueb  iipposi^ 
tioos.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  going  upon- the 
ffroand  of  a  mere  peciwiary  calculation,  il  calcii- 
btion  of  profits  and  lossj  it  would  .be  foe  oui;  io« 
tecest  to  go  to  war  to  remove  the  Orders  in 
C«naci|,  rather  than  submit  to  them,  evftn  during 
the  term  of  their  probable  continuance.  - 

But  ihere  was  another  pgint  oif  view  in  ^hicfa 
the  sut^eet  presented  itself  rtg  the  comim i4te$.  and 
that  WHS  as  regarded  the  character.of  the  coiir'ntrf . 
We  were  a  young  nation,  and  jiie  hoped  <we  cher- 
ished a  little  pride  and  spirit,  as  well,  as  a  great 
deal  of  justice  and  moderation.'  Our  siniathon 
Was  no^^unlike  that  of  ft  youne  man  justenterfng 
into  life,  and  who,  if  hemmeTy  submitted  to  one 
cool,  deliberate,  intentional  indignity,  might  safety 
calculate  to  be  kicked  aiid  cuffed  for  the  whole  of, 
the  jremainder  of  his  life ;  or,  if  he  should  after^ 
wards  undertake  to  retrieve  his  character,  mi^it 
do  it  al  ten  times  the  expense  which  it  would 
have  cost  him  at  firsts  to  support  it.  We  shiiuld 
clearly  understaiid  and  define  those  rights  which 
as  a  nation  w^  ought  to  support,  and  we  sho^d 
support  them  at  every  hazard.-  If  there  be  any 
sttcn  thing  as  rights,  between  nations  surely  the 
people  ef  tbe  United  States,  Occupying  the  half 
<^a  continent,  have^a  right  to  navigate  the  seas, 
without  'being  molested  by  the  inbaoitants  of  the 
little  island  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  under  th^d  views  of  the  subject-  that 
the  committee  did  not  hesitate  loj^ive  it  as  their 
opinion  that  we  ought  to  go  to -war  in  opposition 
to  the  Orders  in^Counoil. '  But  as  to  the  extent 
(^  the  war  and  the  time  when  it  shonfld'be  com- 
l&enced,  jlhere  would  of  -course  be«sotBe  diversity 
of  sentiment  in  the  Hoose^  as  there  was,  at'firs^ 
in  the  committee. 

That  we  can  contend  with  Great3ritain  openly 
and  even  handed  on  the  element  where  she  in- 
jures  u^,  it  would  be  folly  to  pretend. . '  W^re  it 
even  in  our  power  ta  build  a.  navy  whicK^sihoo^ld 
be  able  to  cope  with  her,  iio  man  who  has  any 
regard  for  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  venture  to  advise  such  a  measure. 
All  the  famiB  and-  glory  which  the  British  navy 
has  acquired  at  sea,  have  been  dearly  paid  for  in 
the  sufferings  and  misery  of  thl^t  iU-fate^  people 
at  home— sufferings  occasioned  in  a  great  mear 
sure  by.  the  expense  of  that  stupendous  establish? 
ment.  But  without  such  a  navy  the  United 
States  could  tnake  a  serious  impression  upon 
Qreat  Britain,  even  at  sea.  We  could  have,  With- 
in six  months  after  a  declaration  of  war,  hundreds 
of  privateera  in  every  part  of  the  dcean.    We 


eould  harass,  if  not  destroy,  the  vast  and  profit- 
able commerce  which' she. is  constanily  carrying 
on  to  every  part  of  this  continent.  ^  We  could 
destroy  her  fisheries  to  the  north;  we  (^ould  dep- 
redate upon'  her  commerce  to. the  Wesit  India 
islands,  which  is  passing  by  ou^  doors^  we  could 
annoy  her  trade  along  the  coast  of  South  America; 
we  could  even-  carry  the  war  to  her  own  shores 
in jfiurop^.  But,  Mr.  P.' said,  there  was  another 
point  where  we  could  attack  her,  and  where  she 
wouhl  feel  oar  power  still  more  sensibly.  We 
could  deprivelier  Gkf  her  extensivenrovinees  iyiog 
along  our  borders  to  the  sorth.  These  provinces 
were  not  only  immensely  valuable  in  themselves, 
but  almost  indispentoble  to  the  existedce  of  Great 
Britain,  cut'off-as  she  .nowisiin  ajgfeat  measure 
fVom  the  north  pf  Europe.  ' H«  haOeen  credibly 
informed  that  t^e  exports  from  Quebec  alone 
amounted,  during  the  last  year,  to  near  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  atu]  most  of  these  too  In  articles 
of  the  first  necessity — in  ^hip  timber  and  in  pro- 
visions for  the  support  of  her  fleets  and  armies. 
By  carrying  on  such  ||^  war  as  he  had  described, 
at  the  public  expense,  0n  land,  and  by  individual 
enterprise  at  sea,  we  shoplcf  *  be'  able  in  a  short 
time  to  rein'uner&te  onrselves  tenfold  for  all  the 
spolrations  she  had  comtnitted  on  our  commerce. 

It'  was  with  a  view  to  make  preparations  for 
su6h  a  war,  that  the  comixiittee  had  offered  the 
resolutions  do  the  table.  Whether  the  means 
recommended  were  adequate  to  the  object,  or 
whether  they  were-  best  adapted  te  the  end,  il 
would  be  for  the  House,  when  they  came  to  dis- 
cuss theip  separately,  to  determine.  For  himself, 
Mr.  P.  said,  and  he  pii^umed  such  were  the  feel- 
ings of  aU  the ;  members,  of  the  contmittee,  he 
should  have  no'objectibns  to  any  modifications 
of  them  which  might  be  agreeable  to  the  House, 
so  that  the  great  object  was  still  retained.  If  these 
resolutiopsj.ot  aery  other  similat  to  them  in  «»b* 
ject.  should  pass  \  it  Was  then  the  iateatioa  of  the 
committee,  as  soon  as  the  forces  conleibplated 
to  he  raised  abootd  be  in  ^y,  tolerable  atate  of 
pa^paratioBJ  to  reconannend  tne  employiftent  of 
them  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  shall  have 
heea.raijied,  unless.  Qreat  Britain  shall,  in  the 
mean  time,  have  done  us  justice.  In  shorl«  it 
was  the  Jkterminatioo  of  the  oofiMiiiltee  to  re- 
commend open  and  decided  war — a  war  as  vigor* 
ous  and  effective  ts  the  resources  of  the  eottntry 
and  the  relative  .situation  of  ouceelres  and  our 
enemy  would  enabieus  toproteeu^e. 

The  committee,  Mr,  P.  said^bi^ve  aot  recooft- 
joaeoded  this  cburse  of  mcAsufes  wit&oqt  a  foil 
sensoof  the  high  reapeosibllity  which  they  haT« 
taken  upQB  tt^maelves.  They  are  aware  that 
war,  ^veQ  in  its  best  and  fairest  form^  iaan  eTti 
deeply  to  bf  deprecated^  But  it  is  soineiinies, 
and  on  few  occasions  perhaps  more  than  on  this, 
a  necessary  evil.  For  myself,  V  confess  I  hare 
approached  the  subject  not  only  with  diffidence, 
but  with  awe.  Bat  I  will  never  shrink  from  my 
duty  because  it  is  arduous  or  unpleasant;  and  I 
can  most  religiously  declare  that  I  never  acted 
uiider  stronger  or  clearer  convictions  of  duty  than 
I  do  now  in  re^mmending  these  preparatory 
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measBresfjOr.  ^haal  shall-  altimately^  ia  recvlta- 
mendmgVHir/ IB  case.  Great  BWcain  «ball  not  hare 
resemded  her  Orders  in  Council,  and  made  some 
satisfactoty  arrangements  in  respect  to  the  im- 
pressment of  oQr  seamen.  If  there  shcnild  be  any 
gentlemen  rn  (he. House  who  were  not  satisfied 
tbat  we  ought  to  go  t6*war  fofoar  maritime 
'  rights,.  Mrl  r*  earnest ly^n treated  that  they  would 
not  vote  for  the  resolutions.  Do  not,  said  be,  let 
Ds  raise  armies,  unless  we  intend  to  employ  them. 
If  we  do  not  mean  to  support  tbe  rikhtsand  honor 
of  the  country,  let  us.no&  drain  it  m  its  resources. 
Mr.^P/said  he  was  aware  that  ther«  were  many, 
gentlemen  in  4he  ^House  who  were  dissatisfied, 
that  tbe  cocoLmittee  had'  not  ^oae  'further,-and 
recoinhiended  an  ^immediate  declaration  6f  war, 
'  or  the  adoption  of  some  measure  wfaioh  would 
hare  instantly  preci})itated  us  into  it.  But  he 
confessed  vuch  was  not  hbt)pinion.'  He  had  no 
idea  of  plunging  ourselVes  headldog  into  a  war 
with  a  powerful,  nation,  or  even  a  'respectable 
province,  when  we  had  not  three  regiments  of 
men  to  spare  fdr  that  service.  ,  He  hoped  that  we 
should  not  be  influenced  by  th^  howlings  of  nev^- 
papers,  nor  by  a  fear  that  tbe  spirit  of  the  Twelfth 
Congress  would  be 'questioned',  to  abandon'  the 

Slaioest  dictates- of  common  sense  .and  .cotntnon 
iscretion;  He  was  sensible  that  there  were'many 
ffood  men  oiit  6f.Congress.-as  well  as  many  of  his 
best  friends  in  it,. whose  appetites  were  prepared 
for  a  war  feast.  He  was  not  surprised  at  it,  for 
be  knew  the  provcoeatives  bad ^ been 'sufficiently 
great.  -But  he  hoped  they  would  not  insist  on 
calling  in  the  guests,  at  feast,  until  the  table' 
sliould.  have  been  spread.  When  this  was  done: 
he  pledged  himself,  in  behalfor  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  that  the  gentlemen  should  not< 
be  disappointed  of  the  entertainment  for  wtot  of 
bidding ;  and  hie  beiteved  he  might  alst)  pledge 
himself  for  many  of  the  membiers  of  the  coqi- 
.mittee,  thdt  the^  would  not  be  among' the  las^ 
to  partake  personally,  not  only  in  the  pleasure, 
if  any  there  should  be,  but  -in  all  the  dangers  of 
the  revelry.' 

Mr.  F.  said  that  this  was  the  time  and  occasip.n 
on  which,  above  all  others,  within  his  experience, 
we  should  aci  in  ronaert.  If  the  ultimate  object, 
^of  the  gr^at  body  of  this  House  and  of  this  nation 
was  tbe  same,  aiid  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
ascertam  the.  sentiments  of  both,  it  was-^there 
would  be  n6  diffiQulty  in  attaining  it.  But  we 
must  yield  something  to  the  opinions,  and  to  the 
feelings  of  each  other.  Instead  of  indulging  in 
party  reflections  and  recriminations  in  tliis  House, 
he  hoped  that  the' whole  of  the  House  and  of  the 
Union  would  form  but  one  party-and  consider  a 
foreign  nation  as  the  other. 

Mr.  P.  8ai(|  he  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  to  the  House  the  opinioosand  views 
of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  resolutions 
now  to  he  discussed,  ^md  he  should,  be.  satisfitd  if 
he  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed. 

Th»  question  was  then  taiten  oh  the  first  reso- 
lution for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  present  arndy^ 
&c.,  and  carried. 
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The  second  resohitioQ  for  raising  ten  thousand 
regulars  being  udder  consideration-^    ' 
^    Mr.  Little  inored  to  strike  out  ten  thousand 
and  ia«eTt  fifteen  thousand. 
.  Mr.  FisK  mov^d  to  insert  thirty  thousand* 
'   M^  Alston  wished  to  leaye  tfane  ntfmber  sub- 
ject to  tbe  discretion  of  the  President,  not  ex- 
ceeding fi/ty  thousand  men.    If  the  number  waa 
fixed,  tbe  President  must  appoint  officers,  whe* 
'tjier  the  iden  were  raised  or  not. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
number  tea  thousand)  dbc.,  and  carried  by  a  large 
maiority.    •     ♦        .  ^ 

^  The  question  now  being  on  the  number  which 
was  16  be  i^hserted  in  lieu  of  rt— 

Mr.  Porter  was  in  favor 'of  a  practicable  num- 
ber of  regulars,  relying  on  volujiteersXor  effeetire 
service  as  wallas 'regulars. 

Mr.  Little  spoke  in  support  of. his  motion. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  favor  of  a  large  number 
of  -regoilars. 

Mr.  FrsK  spoke*  in  favor  of  thirty  thousand; 
he  was  desirous  that  .our  measures  should  be 
efectual; 

Mr.  Little  spoke  iv favor  of  the  House  flxing 
tbe  number,  in  pfefeiience  to  leaving  it  discre- 
tionary with  tbe  Executive. 

Mr.  Nelson  ^oke  in  favor  of  the  number  re^ 
ported,  by  th^^ommittee. 

.  Mr.  Seybert  spoke  in  fa^drof  thirty  thousand 
men.  He  was  desirous  of  acting  efficiently  If 
at  all.  ^    '      ^ 

Ml*.  Wright  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Nelbow,  ' 
and  in  favor  of' regular  troops  in.  preference  to 
vblunHeers.    .  . 

Mr.SjfiLiE  thought  ten  thousand  men  would 
be  a  sufficient  number,  together  with  the  volun- 
teers,Tor  any  object  they  might  be  wanted  for. 

Mr.  PorteIi  proposed  that,  the  number  should 
remain  blank^as  it  could  be  better  fixed  when  the  • 
b'di  'was  brqughl^  in,  in  pursuaoae  of  the' resolu- 
tion, . 
.  Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  reply  tosome  observa- 
tiops  of  Mr.  Wright  on  the  relative  importance 
of  regoiars  and  volunteefsi  and  Mr,  WfriaaT 
rejoined. 

Ou.  the  suggestion'  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams, 
the  motions  to  fill  the  blank  created  by  striking 
out  '*ten  thousand,"  were  withdrawn;  and  tbe 
resolution,  thus  vdried,  was  agreed  to. 

The  3d,  4th,  and  5th  tesolutions,  authorizing 
rolnnteera,  militia,  and  equipment  of  our  little 
navy,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  sixth  resolution,  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels  to'  arm  in  self-defence,  against  all  unlaw- 
ful proceedings  against  themj  being  under  coa- 
sideration— 

Mr.  McKee  spoke  against  it,  conceiving  it  At 
variance  with  .the  system  comprised  in  the  other 
resolutions.  He  had  no  idea  of  merely  resisting; 
if  attacked,  he  would  retaliate. 

Mr.  Smilie  supported  the  resolution.  If  we 
were  not  now  in  war.  he  said,  he  verily  believed 
we  sDdn  should  be.'      . 

Mr.  Wright  took  the  same  grduod  with  Blr. 
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McKbe,  and  mored  to-  ameod  the  resolatien  by 
adding  thereto  words  similar  to  the  followiag : 
<*  Aod  if  attacked  by  aoy  Tessel  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  to  capture  and  bring  them  ia  for 
adjudication."^' 

Mr.  PoRTEB  explained.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment would  make  the  resolution  an  act  of  war, 
Hrhich  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  declare  in  thi»  report^  or  to  comnience  antil 
they  had  prepared  for  it. 

M^^  Wrxqat's  motion  .was  lost. 

Mr.  McKbc  said  the  parties  had  joined  issue, 
the  pleadings  were  made  up;  the  case  was  now 
to  be  deeided  by  battle,  .and  not  by  jury.  He, 
therefore,  desired  to  retain  the  sinews  of  our' 
ttreugth,  and  moved  an  amendment  eontempla*' 
tiBg  an^emdctrgo  for  ninety  days  on  Teasels  io  our 
ports,  dbc. 

Th^  motion  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  sixth  resjplutidn  was  then  agreed  to.'  . 

The  Commtttee  lose  and  reported  their  agree- 
vient  to  the  resolution. 

The  House  took  up  the  report. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  first  Iresolution-*^ 

Mr.  IIandolph,  wishing  time,  bored  tha^  the 
leport  lie  on  the  table. — Motion  lost — 66  to  50. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  reae* 
Intion,  in  the  foUowiasr  words: 

«  Ruohed,  That  the  Militaiy  Bstablishmen^  m  au- 
thadsed  by.  the  existing  lawb,  ooghttoW  immediately 
completed  by  fillifig  up  the  ranks,  and. prolonging  the 
enlistment  of  the  jtroops ;  and  that  to  encourage,  en- 
,  tistihentii,  a 'bounty  in  l^ds  ought  to  1^  giren  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pay  apd  bounty  now  allowed  by  law.f * 

The  following  are  the  yea^  and  nays  on  the 
question: 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andsnon,  Ste- 
venson Ardier,  <  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwetf  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Bloutit^  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bieck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  .B*  Cooke,  Lewis 
Oendit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Da'w- 
aon,  Joseph  De^a,  Blias  Earle,  Wi&iam  Ebr,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Me- 
ahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Qold, 
Charles  Cbldsbonmg^,  Peterson.  Goo4wyn,,  Edwjn 
Oray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUiog  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Bnfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Jo- 
eeph  Kent,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  WUUam  R.  K2ng«  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Jos^h  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyl^  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geoi^e  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBi^de,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Milnor,  S&muel  L*  Mitcfaill,  James  Morgan, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Qrmsby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WUUam 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roanei  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thom- 
as Sammons,  Ebeneier'  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  John  teihe,  George  Smithy  John  Smith, 


Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Wilhnm  Strang,  Gwiige 
Snllivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pe- 
leg  Tallman,  John  Taliafeno,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Tjumer,  jr«  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Jf., 
Leon&rd  White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WilUamt, 
William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,-  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright— 117. . 

.  Naxs — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphn- 
ditas  Champion,^  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B;  Sturges,  and  Laban 
Wheaton-^IL 

"M.I,  QoLbsBoito0OH,  aftef  expressing  his  readi- 
ness, should  war  be  once  deiermihed  ^nd  declared 
by  tne  Administration,  to  go  alh lengths  to  sap- 
port  it,  but  wishing  further  time  for  reflection  on 
so^  important  a  subject,  made  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ;  whi«h  was  caiti^,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

K  Saturdat,  December  7. 

.  Mr.  Flea^antb  presented  a  remonstrance  and 
petition  of  sundry  inbabitj^nts  of  fit.  Louis,  in 
the  Territory  of.  Lo.ulsiana,  stating  the  many  in- 
juries and  inconveniences  which  would  resolt 
from  a  change  in  their  form  .of  ffovernment,  and 
praying  that  no  alteration  may  oe  made  in  their 
saidform  of  government^— -GLelerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whok  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
government  of  the  said  Terrl^tory. 

Mr.  Rhsa  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  praying 
chat  tbe  second  grade  of  Territorial  gorerniaent 
may  be  extended  to  the  eaid  Territory  .-^Referred 
io  the  Committee>o(  the  Whole  on  the.bill  pro- 
viding for  the  government  of  the  said  Territory. 
.Mr.  Lyle  presented  a  petition  of  the  Synod  of 
Pittsbucg,  in  i*enn:$y  Ivania,  praying  that  the  mails 
toav  n6i  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices. may  not 
be  Kept  open  on  the  Sabbath  day.— Referred  to 
the  Posmaster  General,  to  consider  and  report 
,  thereon  to  the  House. 
.  On  motion  of  Au  Tallmauoc,  the  Postmaster 
Ckneral  was  directed  to  lay.  before  the  House  an 
estimate,  iti  detail,  of  the  expense  which  would 
necessarily  be  incurred  to  repair  the  building 
which  has  been  purchased  by  the  Qovemment 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  General  Post 
Office  and  Patent  .0$ce,  thax  the  objects  for 
which  said  purchase  was  macle  may  be  carried 
into  effect. 

Mr»  jENNiNds,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  elation  Of  Sheriffs  i6  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purpbses;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  commiRed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 


Monday,  December  9.  . 
REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Taylor  and. Richards; 
which  was  conciirred  in*  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Thai  the  pitHioiicn  ftato,  tbtt  Gnit^nw  CPptoa,  in 
Oe^ber,  1807,  •piirchMedr  in  France,  sundry  articles 
of  merali^dise»  which,  in  the  month  of  February, 
1808,  were  ^hipped  in  the  Ceres,  for  New  York,  and 
the  Toyage  commenced,  "but  which  was  relanded  in 
consequitpce  of  information  received,  that  the  ^ntish 
Government  had  issued  orders-  for  tkie  capture  of  all 
Ainerican  vessels  bound  to  or  (torn  the  ports  of  France. 
That  no  safe  opportunity  offering  for  Uie  conveyance 
of  the  m'erchandiad'to  the  United  States,  in  Qeoembet, 
18D8,  when  one  of  the  petitioners  (Gustarus  U^ton)^ 
left  Prance  ibr  Great  Britain';  ha^ng  preTiously  given 
instmetions  to  Measni.  McCarthy  and  Brothers  of  Bor- 
dteux  to 'ship  the  HMreh'andiw  to  the  United  8tatea< 
directly,  if  »  eonveymnoe  oould  be  obtained «  «nd,  if 
aot,  to  ihnrmrd  the  iaae  ao  EngUndy  who^ee,  it  was 
suppoaady  the  mercbaftdise  might  be  shaped  to-  the 
Oiiited  Stclaa,  with  ease  and  safety.  The  petitioners 
ftarther  atate,  that,  on  the  ^tlth  of  April,  1009,  a  e^n^^ 
veyanoe  was  «pgagad.ibr  th^  aaid  merchaoduie  ibr 
London,  in  the  shi^  Yang  Fra^  Ag#na  Sophia^  of 
Kniphausen.  On  the  merchandise  Arriving  in  thp  port- 
of  London j  liberty  to  land  the  same,  iof  sale,  win  r^- 
fused»  but  graAted  to  reship  it  for  die  United  States } 
which  was  done  in  June,  1809,  joa  hbvd  the  Rhadius, 
Captain  Farly,  for  New.YoA,  and  reached  ,that  port , 
on  the.  18th  of  October,  1809^  in  contravention  (Vf 
the  act  of  Congress  entitled  ** An  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  intescourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  add  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  pasasd  the  Ist  of  Mareh^  1809. 
The  ^itioneri^  further  stat^,  that,  on  the  arrivid  of 
thb  said  merchandise  at  New  Yorfc,  they  gave  notice 
Ihareof  to  t|ie  obUactor^  and  Aat  they  had  no  intention 
of  violating  any  law;  that  the  mMcha&dise^  motwilh^ 
atandiiig  lEe  to  aind  open  pirooedore  of  the  petition- 
ars^  waa  taken  into  the'eiMtody  of  the  iweniia  officen. 
Mid  tliat,<<m  a  petition  'to  <ha  SecMta^.of  the  Trea»' 
Dry,  in  oonfonni^  to  the  naty  entitled  I*  *An  act  to  pro* 
vide  £»r  .mitigating  pr  ;mnitting  the  forfoituras,.  pen- 
alties, and  disabilities  accruing  in  certain  aases  there- 
in mentioned,'*  he  decided  that  the  said  merchandiae 
should  be;  delivered  to  the  petitionersi,  on  their  pay- 
ment of  coats,  double  duties  on  the  articles  imported 
oontrary.  to.  law,  and  a  sum  e^ual  >to  llie  extra  duttea 
impoaed  by  this  'diacision,  for  the  use  of  the  custom 
hoQse  officers  at  New  York;  with  which  decision' 
the  petitioners  complied.  They  now  pray  the  l^ational 
Legialature  that  the  sums  of  money  which  tii'ey  have 
keen  made  to  pay,  over  and  above  tha  legal  duties, 
may  be  rafhnded* 

Tba  oammilteo  can  aee  no  groat  -hardah^  in  thia 
MMb  The  merchandiae  aeiiid  Wki  prokibitod,  and  the 
irtMie  importalian,  had  a  pfeaeentkm  been  institntady 
wwikl  Imta  btfen  oondamned  aa  an  Importation  eon- 
tnaveiMig  t|ie  provisiona  of  the  act,  telHM  ^An  aci 
to  iiiterdiot  tha  opmmaraial  intareourse  b^itwaen  the 
United  Statea  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
dependenciea»  and  fjar  other  purpoaas,"  paased  the  1st 
day  of  Masch,  1809.'  Tha  petitioiliera  or  shippeia  must 
have  known  that  the  merchandise  was  liable  to  seizure 
prior  to  the  shipment  of  the  same  at  London  for  the 
Unitod  States,  the  shipment  having  taken  place  more 
than  three  months  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
abovementioned  act 

So  far  from  being  liable  to  the  charge  of  rigor  in  tke 
application  of  law  to  the  petitionera'  oase,  the  com- 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aury  ezertised  the  powers  with  which  he  ia  by  law  in- 
Taatedf  with  great  moderatkuit 


Fiom  this  view  of  tho  s«^^  the  committee  beg 
le«re  to  recomm^  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution:  . 

JSUavivedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  onrea- 
aonabie>  |nd  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Tha  Hoase  resumed  the  i^onsideratlon  of  the 
repoYt  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

The  question  being  on  the  agreement  to  the 
second  resolutioik  authorizing  the  raising  an  ad-  ^ 
ditional  regular  force-^ 

Mr.  GRUNnTj-as  a  member  of  the  committee 
stated  his  impression  that  this  was  the  vital  part  of 
the  report ;  and  althoofl^  he  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
Ipng  dtbato,  invited*  thQs^  who  werie  oppoaed  to 
the 'report  &o4v  to  oome  forward  and  state  their 
abjeotion^  to  it.  '      ' '  . 

Mr.  RAivnoLFf^  sfiid,  he  was  an  old-fashioned 
{joliti^rian.  In  the  daya  of  tefrolr,  we  shrunk  at 
atanding  atmM  i  and  what  is  the  object  now-^ 
defence  1  .Who?  Freemen  who  w'ould  not  de- 
fend thems^vea.  He  w.oiild  ask^  if  seVen  miliions 
o(  Am^ripana.were  to  be.  protected  in  thenr  lives 
and  liberties  by  ten  tholiaaad  vagabonds  who  were 
fit  food  .for  ffunbowder?  ^  It  would  be  necessary  to 
faiow  the  ulterior  views  of  the  committee  on  this 
point.  ^  li  would-be  proper^  before  a  vote  waa  taken 
on  this  reaolution,  to  know  for  what  purpose  theae 
a4ditional  troof>s  were  wanted. .  The  House  ought 
not  to  commk  itself  on  a  queatien  of  such  magni- 
tude without  detailed  informatiooi  He  was  aa 
much  opposed  to  raising  atanding  armies  "now,  as 
be  had  been  in  the  rei^n  of  terror.  He  had  seen 
too  ii^eh  of  the  corruptions  attendant  on  these  ea>- 
tabli^hmenta,  in  the  course  of  the  inveatiffatiott  in 
which  he  waa  engaged,  not  t9  disclaim  all  ahare  in 
the  creation  of  them.  '  The  people  of  the  United 
States  could  defend  themselves,  if  necessary,  and 
had'  no  idea:  of  resting  their  defence  on  ttiercena- 
riea,  picked  up  from 'brothels  and  trppling  houses— 
pickpockecs  who  baveescaped'froni  J^fewgate,  dbc.^ 
aad'sought  rafale  in  ihia  asylum  of  oppressed  hu- 
manity, tie  eootendeduhat  .this  resolution  con- 
tained an  tmec^stitntioDal  proposition,  abd  that 
tn^  standing  army  now'ia  the  aervieaof  the  Uuited 
States  was  maintained  ia  the  very  teeth  of  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  whieh  declares  that  no 
money  il>r  the  support  of  «  atakidiag  army  should 
ha  appropriated  hr  more  than  two  yeats.  Ha 
again *caUed  for  informatkn  aa  io  the  object  of  the 
army  now  proposed  to  be  raised.;  declartog)  that,^ 
if  the  President  should  niy  the]r  were  neeessary 
for  the  progteetion-of  NewOdeana^to  be  employed 
agaiuHi  the  Indiana,  oc  to. repel  inouraiona  from 
Canada,  (although-  this  aeiieiiiLad  not  to  be  ^nuch 
thought  of,)  he  should  not  lefuse  to  grant  them, 
He  declared  the  report  tq  be  a  negative  position^ 
which  could  not  be  combated  eacept  to  duadvan* 
tage.  He  wished  to  know  the  Constitutional 
resoucces  of  the  committee,  and  expressed^a  hope 
that  the  remarks  be  had  madcwouhl  drawout  the 
talents  of  that  body« 

Mr.  Grundy.— I  did  liot  expect  that  the  gentle* 
man  .from  Virginia  wpuld  have  madjQ  any  inqui- 
ries into  the  motives  or  objects  of  that  committee 
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of  which  he  hfmself  was  a  meoober.  He,  sir,  at- 
tended faithfully  to  his  doty,  and  witnessed  every 
step  the  committee  took.  He  also  saw  the  report 
before  itw;as  made  to  this  House^  and  must  havjB 
•  heard  the  exposition  of  oar  ulterior  me^^res,  as 
explained  by  oar  Chairman.  Why,  then,  sir, 
shall  he  now  affect  not  to  understand  us?  Our 
object,  by  those  who  will  listen,  shall  not  be  mis* 
understood.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  have  no 
political  secrets,  I  feel  uo  hesitation  in  declaring 
to  you,  to  this  Hou6e,  and  to  the  nation;  the  view 
I  have  taken  of  the  suhject.  But  before  I  do  this, 
it  is  due  to  the  committee  that  an  explanation  of 
their  conduct  should  take  place. 

So  soon  98  the  Oommittee  on  our  Foreicn  Re- 
lations was  appointed,  we  Vf^re  forcibily  im- 
pressed with  the  serious  and  highly  responsible 
station  you  had  >assigned  us ;  to  that  committee, 
consisting  of  nine-  members  only,  were  not  only 
the  eves  of  this  House  but  of  the  nation  turned  ^ 
and  from  us^  in  this,  the  most  troiibled  season  our 
world. has  ever  known,  was  it  expected,  that  a 
course  ^f  measures  would  be  recomtneWdeci,  cal: 
culated  Co  protect  the  interests  of  >even  millions 
of  people.  Under  this  impression,  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  deemed  it  a  dut^  to  take  time  ibr  deliberation; 
we  thought  it  better  to  encounter  tha  charge  of 
having  acted  in  a  tardy  and  dilatory  Way,  than 
10  take  a  rash  step,  by  which  this, nation  might 
be  plunged  into  difficulties,  iVora  which  it  could 
not  be  easily  extricated.  We  therefore  took  the 
necessary  time  to  weigh  the  arguments  both  fpr 
and  against  the  measures  we  have  recommended ; 
and,  as  far  as  we  were  able,  we  surveyed  the 
consequences  which  were  to  foll6w  frOm  the 
course  w6  propoaedr  We  foreiMW,  Mr.  Speaker, 
ibat  our  countrymen  were  to  fall  in  the  meditated 
conflict,  and  that  American  blood  was  to  stream 
afresh.  Nor  were  we  unmindful  of  the  expend!- 
tm^e  of  DUbtic  treasure.  And,  sir,  what  cost  me 
more  reflection  than  everything  else  was  the  new 
test  to  which  we  are  to  put  ibis  Government. 
We  are  about  to  ascertain  by  actual  experiment 
how  far  our  Republican  iiistitutions  are  calcu- 
lated to  stand  the  shock  of  war,  and  whether, 
after  foreign  danger  disappeared,  we  can  again 
assume  our  peaceful  attitude,  without  endanger^ 
ing  the  liberties  of  .the  people. 

Against  these  constderatioi|8,  weighty  in  them- 
aelves)  your  com niittee  felt  themselves  constrained 
to  decide,  influenced  by  existing 'circumstances 
V  of  a  character  too  imperious  to  be  resisted :  these  I 
will  enumeraie  before  I  sit  down.  My  business 
at  present  is  to  address  a  particular  portion  of  the 
members  of  this  Hbuse*-I  mean,  sir,  the  Repub- 
lican members^and  although  what  I  am  about 
to  say  might  be  deem^  impolitic  on  ordinary 
aobjects  of  legislation,  yet,  at  this  time  and  on 
this  occasion,  it  would  be  criminal  to  conceal  a 
single  thought  which  might  influence  their  de- 
termination. We  should  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  for- 
get little  party  animosities,  we  should  mingle 
minds  freely,  and,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  commune 
with  the  understandings  of  each  other ;  and,  the 
decision  once  made,  let  us  become  one  people^ 


and  present  an  undivided  front  to  the  enemies  of 
our  country. 

Repubficans  should  never  forget  that  some 
years  aso  a  set  of  men  of  different  politics  held  the 
reins  of  this  Government,  and  drove  the  car  of 
State "$  they  were  charged  with  being  friendly  to 
standing  armies  in  times  of  peacd,  and  fovorabte 
to  expensive- establishments;  <not  for  the  purpow 
of  opposing  foreign  enemies,  but  to  encourage 
Kxecutive' patronage,  and  to  bring  these  forces 
to  operate  upon  the  people  themselves.  These 
measures  alarmed  the  Republicans ;  they  remon* 
jstrated,  they  clamored,  they  appealed  to  the  peo« 
pie,. and  by  a  natioflal  sentence,  the  jxien  then  in 
power  were  taken  down  from  their  high  peaces, 
and  Republtcan  men  were  put  in  their  seats. 

If  your  ^  minds  are  resolved  on  wwr,  you  arc 
consistent,  you  are  right,  you  are  •  still  Kepablt* 
cans^;  but  if  yon  are  not  tesplved,  paose  and  re- 
flect, for  sbotiid  this  resolution  pass,  and  you  thea 
become  faint-hearted;  remember  that  you  hare 
abandoned  your  old  prmciples,  an<)  trod  in  the 
paths  of  your  predece^s6rs.  ~  * 

According  to  my  view  of  this  subject,  Mr. 
Speaker)  we  noW  stand  o^  the  bank ;  one  move- 
ment more,  the  Rubicon  is  passed[,  we  are  in  Italy, 
and  we  must  march  to  Rome. 
.  .As  a  membef  of  the  committee,  I  feel  tie  hesi- 
tation, in  saying,  that  if  tliere  be  a  member  here, 
not  determmed  to  eo  with  us,  to  the  extent  ot 
our  measures,  I  prerer  now  te  take  my  leave  of 
him,  rather  then  be  deserted  wben  the  doads 
darken,  and  the  stonu  thickens  upon  os. 

This  admonition  I  owed  to  candor— I  have 
paid  it,  not  beeaute  I  doubted;  my  purpose  u 
settled^  my  mind  reposes  upon  it.  I  may  be  ia 
an  error.  If  1  am,  I  hope  mv  country  will  for- 
give me.  From  my  God  I  shall  never'need  it,  be- 
cause he  knows' the  purity  of  my  motives. 

I  will  now  state  the  reasons  which  influenced 
the  committee,  in  recommending  the  measures 
now  before  us. 

.  It  is  not  the  cairying  trade,  properly  ao  called, 
about  whioh  this  nation  and  Great  Britain  are 
at  present  contending.  Were  this  the  only  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration,  I  jshould  feel  great 
unwillingness  (however  clear  our  claim  might 
be)  to  involve  the  nation  in  war,  ibr  the  asser- 
tion of  a  right,  in  the  eQjoyment  of  whicli  the 
community  at  large  are  not  more  deeply  con- 
cerned. The  true  queatioa  in  jcontroTeray^  ia  of 
a  verj  different  character;  it  involvea  the  fncer^ 
est  of  the  whole  nation :  ft  is  the  ri^t  of  ex- 
porting the  productidBs  of  our  own  soil  and  in- 
dustry to  foreign  markets.  Sir,  bur  vessels  are 
now  captured  when  destined  to  the  ports  of 
France,  and  condemned  by  the  British  Courts  of 
Admiralty,  without  even  the  ^etext  of  having 
on  board  contraband  of  war,  enemies'  property, 
or,  having  in  any  other  respect  violated  the  laws 
of  nations.  These  depredations  on  our  lawful  com- 
merce, under  whatever  ostensible  pretence  com- 
mitted, are  not  to  be  traced  to  any  maxims  or 
rules  of  public  law,  but  to  the  maritime  supre- 
niacy,  and  pride  of  the  British  nation .  This  bos- 
tile  and  unjust  policy  of  that  country  towards  as. 
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it  not  to  be  wond^ed  <at,  wh«fi  we^recbn^etthat 
the  United.  States  are  already  the  second-  com*- 
mercial  nation  in' the  World.  The  rapid  growt^i 
of  our  commercial  importance,  lias  not  only  awak- 
ened the  jealousy  o(  the  cpmmercial  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  but  her  atalesmen,  no  doubt,  anti- 
cipate with  jeep  concern,  the  maritime  greatness 
oi  this  Republic.  .      .  .  .  ' 

The  onJQst.and  unprecedented  demands  now 
ini^e  by  Qreat  Britain,  that  we  shall  cause  the 
mirkets.of  .the  Continent  to  .be  opened  to  her 
manufactures,  fully  justifies  the  views  I  have 
iiunctoted. 

'That  we  as  a  neatral  nation  should  interfere 
between  belligerents  in  their  roanici^al  regula* 
tions,  will  upl  be  contended  for  by  any  one. 
Fi^rn  the  course  pursued  by  that  Aadon^for  some 
T«ar8  past^  it'eridently  appears,,  that  neither*  pub- 
He  law  nor  justice,  but  p^er  alone,  is  m^de  by 
her  the  test  of  marttitpa  rights.  '  ; 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  ate  we  now  called  on  to 
decide  1  ^  It  is.  whether  we  will  re?ist  by  force 
the  attempt^  made  b^  that  Government,  to  sub- 
ject our  maritime  rights  to  the  arbitrary  and 
capricious  rule  of  her  will ;  for  my  part  I  am  not 
prepare^  to  say  that  this  country  ^hall  submit 
io  have  her  .commerce  Interdicted  or  regulated, 
by  any  foreign  nation.  Sir,  I  prefer  wjir  to  sub- 
mission. /        *  '     . 

Over  and  ibove  these  unjust  pretensilon^  of  the 
British  Croveinment,  for  many  years  past  they 
have  been  in  the  practice  of  impres$ing  our  sear 
meo«  from  merchant  vessela  ^  this  unjust  and 
lawleaa  invasion  of  personal  liberty,  calU  iqudiy 
for  the  interposition  of  this.  GQvernment.  To 
those  better  acq«UMncad  with 'the,  facts  in  relation 
to  it,  I  leave  it  to  fiil  *iip  the  picture.  My  mind 
is  i  r reaistibiy  drawn  to  the  West; 

>  Although  otbcpts  .rnaiy  not  strongly  -feel'  the 
bearing  which  th^'late  transaction^  in  that  quar- 
tei  have  on  this'subject,  upon  my  mind  they  have. 
i;reat  influence;'  It  cannot  be,  believed  by  .any 
man  Who  will  reflect,  that' the  savaflfe  tr|bes«  un^ 
influenced  by  other  Powers,  wouldi  think  of  mak- 
ing war  on  the  United  Slates.  They  understand 
too  well  their  own  weakness,  aod  our  stjrength. 
They  have  already  felt'  the  weight  of  our  arms ; 
they  knotiT  they  hold  the  very  soil  on  which  they 
live  as  tenants  at  sufferance.  How,  th^a,  sir,  are 
we  to  account  for  their  late  conduct  ?  ,  In  one  way/ 
•only ;  som^  powerful  nation  must  have  intrigued 
witn  them,  and -turned  their  peaceful  disposition 
towards  us  into  hostilities..  Ureat  Britain  alona 
has  interoourse  with  those  Northern  tribeisy  I 
therefore  infer,  that  if  British  gold  has  not  been^ 
employed,  their  baubles'  and  trinkets,  a-nd  the  pro- 
mise of  support  and  a  place  of  refuge  if  nee^sajryj 
hate  ihad  their  efi*eo(.        '     .'• 

If  I  am  right  in  this  conjecture,  war  is  notNto 
eomioenoe  by  sea  or  land,  it  >is  already  begun ; 
^ttd  some  of  the  richest  blood  of  our  cpuntry  has 
already  been  shed. .  Yes,  Mr.  &pteaker,  in  one  in- 
dividual baa  fallen,  th6  honeat  mtfn,  the  .orator, 
and  the  soldier.  That  he  loved  &is  country  none 
can  doubt^— he  died  to  preserve  its  honpr  and  its 
fame-^I  mean  the  late  eommiiiider  of  the  cavalry } 


yo^,  sir,  who  huve  often  measured  yonir  strength 
with  his  in  forensic  debate,  can  atfest  that  he  in 
a  good  degree,  was  the  pride  of  the  Westeri^^ 
country,  and  Kentoeky  claimed  him  as  a  favorite 
son.  For  his  loss,  with  those  who  fell  by  his 
side,  the. whole  Weaftern  country  is  ready  to' 
nialrch  ;  th^.only  wait  for  our  permission ;  and 
sir,  war. once  declared,  I  pledge. myself  for  my 
people^«-they  will  avenge  the  death  of  their 
brethren.  -  *     '  - 

Another  consideration  drawn  from,  our  past 
conduct  demaD<3s  the  coorse  we  have  proposed. 
In  the  year  1808,  Congress  declared. that  this  na- 
tion had  but  thtee  alternatives  left-^war^  embargo, . 
or  submission  $  since  that  time-no^advanta^ous 
chan^Ms  taken  ptac^ in  our  foreign  relations ; 
we  ooW  have  ncT  embargo,  we  have  not  declared 
War.  •  I  then  say  it,  with  huiniiiatiqni  produced 
by  the  degradation  of^my  country,  we  have  sub* 
mitted.  Mr.  d^ealcer,  I  derive  no  pleasure  from 
9peaking  in  tbi^  way  of  my  ^country,  but  it  is 
true,  and,  however  gainful  the  truth  may  be,  it 
«hbuld  be  told. 

Another  reason  operates  on  my  mind;  we 
stand  pledged  to  the  Prejich  nation  to  continue 
in  force!  our  non^importi^tlon  law  against  Britain  ^ 
without  a  viotiition  of  national  faith  we  i^nnot 
repeal  it.  What  effects  is  the  operation  of  this 
jaw  producfng  ?  It  is  demoralizing  ou>  citizens  $ 
men  of  commercial  habfts  cannot  easily  change 
their  course  of  .life;  those  who  have  lived  in  af- 
fluenef  and  ease  can*hot-«onsent  to  beg  for  bread. 
Nd)  sir,  ihey  will  vic^ate  this  hiw,  they  will  smug- 
gle;  and^  sir,  li^  politfcs,  as  in  private  life,  if  you 
wish  men  to  remain  virtuotts^  lead>  tbem  not  into 
temptation^  .^ 

This  restrictive  sptem  operates  unequally ; . 
some  parts  of  the  Union  -enjoy  the  same  advan- 
tages which  they  possessed  when'  no  difficulties 
kttended  our  foreign  relations ;  others  sufier  ex- 
tremely. Ask  the  Northern  man,  and  he  will 
tell  you  that  any  st^te  6f  things 'is  better  than 
the  present ;  inquire  of  the  Western  people  why 
their  crops  arti  ^ot  eanal4o  whiit  they  were  in- 
former yea^s,  they.wUl  answer  that  industry  hts 
ho  stimulus  left,'since  their  st^rplus  products  have 
no  markets.  Notwithstahding  these  objections  to 
th6  present  restfietive  .systdm^  we  are  bound  to 
retmin  it — this;  and  ou^  plignted  faith  to  the 
French  Governini^nt,  have  tied  thef  ffordian  knot ; 
we  cannot  untie  it  v  we  can  cut  it  with  the  sword. 
.  This  waV)  if  carried  on  aoceetofully,.will  hare 
its  advantage^.  We  shalNrive  the  British  from 
our  Continent*- they  Will  no  longer,  have  an  ap- 
portpnvty  of  in  crigning  with  our  Indianneighbors, 
and  setting  on  the  Ruthless  savage  to  tomahawk 
our  women  and  children.  That  nation  will  lose 
her  Canadian  tmde^and,  by  having  no  resting  place 
in  this' country,  her  means  of  annoyiog  us  will 
be  diminished.  The  idea  1  am  now  about  to  ad- 
vance is  atr  war,  I  kaow^  wi^  sentiments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia :.  I  am  Willing  to  re- 
ceive the  dtnadiana  aa  adopted  brethren ;  it  will 
have  btitaeflcial  policieal  eiwocav  it  will  preeetT^ 
the  equilibrium  of  the  Gorarnment.  When 
Louisiana  shall  be  fully  peopled,  the  Northera 
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States  will  lote  their  pow«1r ;  tb«y.  wilt  be  ^  the 
diicretioD  of  others;  they  can  be  depretted  at 
pltasore,  aod  then  this  Union  might  be  endan- 
gered-*-! therelbre  foel  anxious  not  only. to  add 
the  Floridas  to  the '  South;  but  the  Capadas  to 
Ihe  North  of  this  empire.   ' 

To  you,  Mrr  S^peaker,  and  to  thoi  members  of 
this  House,  my  thanks  are  ^ue  for  the  very  pa- 
tient  attention  you  hi^v«  paid  to  my  embarrassed, 
remarks.  '  *  • '  ' 

Mr.  WiDGBBY  next  spoke  in  favor  .of  the  report. 

Mr.  Chevss  followed  next  in  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  report  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Randolph  oommeoeed  som^  observations 
in  reply,  and  Mr.  CrBCNor  rose  to  explain*  Ber 
fore  Idr.  RAiinoLPH  resumed  his  speech,- a 'mo- 
tion to  adjoorn  was'made  by  Mr.  Gbumot,  with 
a  vkw  of  gmng  th^  opponents  of  the  report  time 
to  prepare  fuUy  to  reply  to  what  had  been  to-day. 
advanced  by  its  supporters^  And  the  Hoase  ad- 
journed. 

^  Tus60AT,  December  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Jambs  CocHBANy 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  the  Committee  "on  the 
Pnblie  Lands,  tOr  wboih  was  referH&d  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  **'for  the  lelief  of  Thomas 
O'Bannon,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ;  .and  it  was  oidered^to  be  read  the  third 
lime  to-morrow.     .  «     '  ,*  ' 

Mr.  QHOLBOMj.fTotn.theComtnittee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  ^petition  of  Jared  Shattoek, 
referred  the  twenty-sixth  jjltimo }  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  tne -first  Monday  in  Janoary  next. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfaTorabie 
report  on  the  petitioh  of  Thomas  Fisfabonrn 
Wharton ;  whioh  was  read,  and  concurred  ip. 

On  motion  of  ^r.  Habpbb,  the  Qbmmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  iastructedto inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  aHowin;^  an  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Postmaster  Qeoeral;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Burn- 
ham  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  aut^orixe  the  laying  oat 
a  poUie  road  from  the  line  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville,  to  the 'North  Bepd,  in  the* 
State  of  Ohio,  wai  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  To  authorize  the 
surveying  and  marking  of*  certain  reads,  Jn  the 
State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of 
Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,''  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SPANISH  AMERICAN  COLONIES.  . 

Mr.  MtTCBii.L,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  Ptestdenfs  Message  which  re* 
lales  to  the  Spanish  American  Colonies,  mada  a 
report,  in  pan,  thereon ;  which  wfis  reaa,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
U  the  Union.    The  report  is  aa  follows : 


Th^  ceaiiiittes  to  whum  was  feltived  as  maoh  of  the- 
Prwkident's  Message  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  Amen> 
can  colonies,  have,  in  obedisncjB.te  the  ocder  of  ths 
fiouse,  deliberately  considered  tlie  subject  before  them» 
and  directed  a  report,  in  par)^  to  be  sobmitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  in  the  ibrin  of  a  pabhe 
declaration,  as  follows : 

Whereas  several  of  the  American  S^nish  province 
have  represented  to  the  United  Sutes  that  it  fau  been 
found  expedient  for  them  to  SModate  and  Ibrm  Fed- 
eral Governments  upon  the  elective  and  : 
plaa^  atfd  to  dedafe  themaslves  free  and  ind 
Theiefore,  be  it  '        '       • 

Resolved f  bv  the  Senate  and  Houke  of  Rtpramti^ 
ivu»  Qf  ike  Vmted  Stuief -0/ 'Ametiem  in  €emgre$9 
OMumhkd^  That  they  behold,  witlt  friendly  bstarviit,  the 
establishment  of  independent  sovereignties  by  the  Span- 
ish provmces  in  Americarconseqnent  npon  the  actasl 
state  of  the  ntonarehytf^  whieh  tfaeybelooged;  'that,  as 
neighbors  end  inhabitants  of  the  same  henusphere,  ths 
United  States  feel*  great  sblicitade  for  their  welfrn ; 
and  that^wbea  those  proviuces  shall  have  attaipcd  the 
cbndition  of  nations^  bj  the  just  exercise  ^  theix  rights^ 
the  Senate^  az^  House  of  RepBesenlatives  'will  Units 
with  the  Executive  in  establishing  with  theOf  ss  mat^ 
ereign  and  independent  States,  such  amicable  relatione 
and  commercial  intercouise  as  may  require  their  Lcgis> 
lative  authority.         '   '       . 

'     Boost  ev  RspMscvTiTivxs,  Dee,  6,  I8I1. 

Sia»  In  behalf  of  the  .committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  of  the  5th  of 
November  as  relales  to  the  Spanish  Americaii  provw 
inees,  I  beg  leave  to4nquire  whether  it  is  hnowh  to  fmt 
Government  that  any  of  those  provinosa  have  dcdaied 
themselves  indepeiident,»r  that,  material  ehaages  have 
Uksn  plaee^n  their  political  reldtionsi  It  k  not  ei«^ 
posted,  however,  that  my- request  wiU  be  ^sadsraloed  to 
extend  to  those -ooOimnnioatiaBs  which,  in  the  opinasa 
of  the  Elecutive,  it  would  be  improper  to  diefelose 

Be  pleased,  sir*  to  acceptvtfae  assniances  of  my  high 
coasideTation  and  reu>ecti 

SAMUEL  L.  MITCHILL. . 

Hon«  Ji.][xs  Moiraox.  '  ( 

^     DsfAMTMSiTT  ov  Statk,  Dec  9,  Idll. 

$xa:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  oem* 
pliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  latler  of  the 
l&th  instant,  a  copy  of  the  declaration  of  independence 
made  by  the  provinces  of  Yenezvela.  ThSs  act  waa 
communicated  to  this  Government  "by  order  of  the  Con- 
gress, composed  of  deputies  from  those  provinces,  assem- 
bled at  Caraecas.  It  is  not  ascertained  that  any  other 
of  ths  Spanish  provinces  have,  as  yet,  entered  into  sim- 
ilar declarations ;  but  ^t  is  knowh  that  most,  if  not  afl 
.of  (hem,  on  the  continent,  are  in  a  revohitionafy  s«ate» 
Hie  psogTess  made  in  that  direction  by  teme  of  thena 
will  best  appear  in  the  doeoments  wl^di  have  idready 
been  couunwiicated  to  you.  •  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c» 
.  ;  JAM£S  MONROE. 

Hon.  Saxusl  L.  Mitcbill,  dec 

The  Seeretmty  of  BiaU  it  Meurs.  Anntihrmg  &md 
Bowdoin* 
DsvAaTMSirT  or  Statx,  JlisrcA  13,  1806. 
Gaim.X]cmv :  I  have  duly  received  from  time  to  tiAo 
your  several  letters^  bearing  dates  the  3d  July,  the  lOth 
and  lOth  August,  the  10th  September,  the  M  and  26«b 
Odlober«  end  the  Mth  Novemb«<.  . 
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Pr»^io«s  to.  Um  «mv«i  of  Mr.  akipwHh  with  yoar 
despatched  ot  S6pteikii>er  iO',  our  tlSun  vf^  Qwan  had 
uiiMrgoiie.the  pMealw  coiutderatiQA  of  the  msidont* 
with  s  ralereiice  m  well  to  the  change  in  the  itate  of 
things  in  Europe  as  to  thje  vppnAching  session  of  Cbn- 
gross ;  end  it  h«d  been  deteiinaied--L  That  the  matt- 
ner  in  whieh  the  negotiations  «i  Madrid  had  been  closed 
by  Spain  ibibade  anj.applieatioa  whatever  to  her  for  a 
renewal  of  them ;  9»  That  the  case  should  be  pneented 
to  Congress^  ibr  inch  provisioBs  as  it.  might  be  thonght 
te  rsquiie  on  their  parti  3.. That,  in  the  mcantlme,'yon 
should  be  charged  to  place  before  the  French  Govemf^ 
ment  the.  necessity.  4o  which  Spain^  by  refosing'to 
concur  in  a  diplomatic  ^justmant  of  htr  controtenies 
with  the  United  £(tetesb  hod  reduced  th^  latter,  gf  seek^ 
ing  justice  by  those  ulterior  mssaures  which  the  ocoa- 
ai6n  ^aOed  for.  ^  It  had  alep  been  detennined  by  the 
President,  with  a  view  to  enable  the. French  XSo^m- 
nent,  if  it  should  be  so  di*posed>  to  hasten  by  iu  medi- 
ating infl^ncQ'  en  Spain  the  cliango  in  her  councils 
necessary  to  pn  amicable  adjustment  with  the  United 
Sutes,  and  to  bring  Spain  forward  fcir  the  pi)rpfl«e^ 
thai  you  should  be  furnished  with  the  terms  which 
Spain  might  obtain  from  the  United  States.  .  *   •    •  . 

On  tharanBlpt  otyevr  oommnniisalions  by  Mr*  Skip- 
wtlh,  the  ideas  dindiieed  by  the  «Fninch  Qovemmeht 
were  oomidered  sa.f6rmhiii|^a  sufficient  basis  for  ^n  an-' 
ticipating  protision  by  Congresa^  snch  as  was  mnde  in 
'raference  to  the  cooTcntion  of  the  SOUi  of  April,  18084^ 
and  it  was  fooordingly  detennined,  in.  pursuance  .of 
that  example,  to  await  the  meeting  of  Oongress,  md 
lay  tlM  subject  b«fore  them.  •  This  was  done ;  and  the 
act  and  refehitiODB,  of  which  copies  are.  enclosed, 'were 
the  reauh  of  their  dSscussiens  ;•  a  vesultwhich  has  been 
delayed  by  the  forms  oCpraues<BBg,  Wnd  gome  yariances 
of  opinion  on  the  occasion,  longer  than  might  l^ve  been 


I  now  enclose  tfaef  outline  and  substance  of  a  cpnTcn- 
tional  arrangement  adsnted  |o  the  views  expressed  by 
Congress,  and  such^as  the  Resident  authonzes  you  to 
oondiide.  Yon  wilt  lose  no  time  in  imparting  it  to  tbe 
Rrencli  Oo^emmcnt  in  the  manner  yon  may  deem 
most  expedient ;  letting  it  know,  at  the  eame  time,  that 
no  direct  communication  on  the  subject  has  been  made 
to  the  S|mnb{k  CiOTernment ;  .that  af\er  the  recepfnm 
gi^pen  by  Spain  to  the  otertures  made  through  an  extra>- 
ordinary  mission  to  Madrid,  followed  fay  Jier  military 
'  and  menacing,  indications  within  and  near  the  contrp- 
verted  territories,  as  explained  in  thtf  annexed  eatracts, 
the  United  States,  though  ready  to  meet  Spain  m  nego- 
titttion  under  tbe  auspices  of  a  commotvfiriend,  do  not  con- 
sider it  belonging  to  ^em  to  court  a  further  negotiation 
in  any  form ;  that,  consequently, *the  steps  necessary 
on  the>  '^Tt'ef  Spain  must  be  the  result  either  of  her 
own  reflections,' er  of  the  prudent  council  which  I^rance 
may  undertake  to  give  herl 

The  President  leaves  to  your  own' management  the 
axpreasion  <tf  those  sentiments,  which,  without  any  im- 
proper condescensionaon  the  part  of  the  United  Sti^s, 
will  best  condliate.  the^  Frenm  Government  to  4>0f  ob- 
jects. The  asomiden^  which  it  will  have  over  that, 
of  Spain,  if.no  change  of  drcumstanees  intervene,  and, 
the  preforence  of  an  amicable  tennination  of  our  difier- 
encea  with  Spain  to  an  apjpeaL  ta  force,  require  that 
every  honorable  use  should  be  made  of  the  oi^casion 
which  saiems  to  offer  itseU* 

Should  the  £mperor  stilt  be: absent  without  authority 
in  anv  hands  at  Paris  to  take  measures  in  concert  with 
you  for  instituting  the  business,  it  must  remain' with 


yau  to  dteide  According  to  die  prohahJe  couna  of  hii 
movements  on  tiie  most  expedient  and  expeditiouvmoda 
of  liolding  the  necessary  couMBunioations  with  hit  cahi* 
net.  Batiher  than  risk  a  daisy  which  may  lose  a  fovoraU# 
crisb,  it  may  be  .even  advisable  to  repair  to  his  militai^r 
quait^ks.  This  is  a  step,  howevw,  to  which  there  may' 
'be  so  many  objections^  that  it  wiU  require  very  stsong- 
consideimtions  to  recommend  it. 

s  As  soon  as  any  authority  at  Paris  shall  be  ready  on^ 
the  pan  of  Spain,  you  will  enter  on  the  subject,  antf 
press  it  to  a  cdnolusion  with  ai  much  celerity  and  de- 
ciiion  as  ciroumsta'noes  will  justify.  The  terms  stated 
•as 'your  guide  require  little  explanation  more  than  ac- 
companies the  several  articles. .  Tke  object  with  tha 
United  States  is  to  secure  West  Florida,  which  is  es- 
sential to  their  interest,  and  to  obtain  Kast  Florida^ 
which  18  important  to  (hem,  procuring,  at  tbe  same  time, 
equitable  indemnities  from  Spain  for  the  injuries  for 
which  she  is  answerable,  to  all  which,  the  proposed  ex- 
change' of  territory  and  arrangement  of  the  western 
boundary  lAay  t)e  made  subservient  The  desire  mani- 
ferted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  rsso- 
.'Kition  herewith  enclqsed#  that  such  an  exchange  and 
arrangement  may  be  fouhd  sufficient,  without  any  price 
in  m^i^ey,  wiU  engage  afl  your  attention  and  exertions* 
If  the  exchange  stated  in  tbe  resolution  with  4he  Sabina 
river.for  eur  western  boundary  below  the  ridge,  dividing 
the  Waters  running  into  the  MisaiBsippi  from  those  nin-> 
ning  into  the  guif  v^btward  of  the  mouth  of  that  riveir 
can  be  obtained,  thd  exchange  will  be  s'atisfSactory,  e^)eci- 
ally  if  accompanied  with  a  reasonable  provision  for  the 
indemnities  due  froni  Spain  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  exchange  csa  be  obtained  even  without 
this  last  provision,  or  including  the  territory  eastward 
of  the  Perdido,  or  any  pdctiniary  payment  for  the  terri- 
tory westward  thereof,  it  is  not  to  be  rejected;  but  in 
that  case  it  will  be  extremely  desirable  to  make  the  au- 
thorized establishment  of  an  interval  of  territoiy,  not  to 
-be  settled  for  a  ^ven  period,  subservient  to  a  provision 
'  for  indemnities.         %  . 

In  order.  to.detemune  tha  price  and  the  payments  te 
Spain /or  the  cojMion  of  territory,  and  to  provide  indent-^ 
.nities  for  the  spoliations  and  other,  injuries  for  vriiich 
Spain '»  responsible,  you  wiU  add  to  the  proceding  arti* . 
des  others  proper 'On  theae  subjects.  For  the  savsnl 
modifications,  which  will  best'oompeort  with  the  cenve* 
nience'of  our  Tireasury,  and  the  sentiatents  of  the'See* 
rotary  orth^t  Department,  I  re%  to  copies  of  a  letter 
and  paper  O^m  hiiu,  herowtth  enclosed^  stating  to  yeo 
generally  for  your  guide-^1.  That  the  sum  to  be  made 
pavable  to  Spain  for  her  cession  is  not  to  exceed  fivo 
mOUons  of  dollars ;  2.  That  as  little  as  possible,  end  im 
no  event  more  than  two  millions,  aro  to  be  paid  m» 
to  the  delivery  of  possesiion  or  the  ratification ;  3.  Thai 
as  ample  a  provision  as  possible  ha  made  for  indemni- 
ties, eidver  by  constituting  a  l>oard  of  commissioners  for 
settling  them,  or  by  a  sum  in  gross,  sufficient  to  cover 
their  probahle  amount,  which  is  not  leas  than  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  aifid  distributable  by  the  United  StaCea 
'to  sucb  claimants,  and  in  such  praportians,  as  may  b* 
decided  upon  nncler  •their  authority.  .This  last  mode 
of  providing  for  the  object  will  be  mudi  tin  beat,  if  the 
iBum  in  grofn  be  equal  to  the  amount  ef  dsame  hkeiy 
.to  be  allowed  by  a  Board' of  Commissioners;  4.  It  ia 
paiticularly  desirable  that,  in  deining  the  casea  te  he 
indemnified,  the  terma  should  be  such  as  will  embniBe 
those  whero  Fienoh  sul^jects  or  cttiaens,  as  well  aa  those  * 
where  Spanish  subjeOs  were  the  wrong  doeta.  If  n 
sum  4n  grosa  be  ettpnkted,.it  may  be  expected  that 
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Sjfun  will  not  object  to  a  deSnltieii  which  wiU  author- 
in  the  United  Stitei  to  apply  it  to  both  caeee,  etpe- 
•eiallj  if  tenns  be  choeen  which  will  not  expreealy  des- 
ignate the  oonteiiCed  French  cases ;  5.  In  deining  the 
^eaees,  it  will  be  proper  to  have  in  view  those  of  every 
•description  which  ezisi-^more  particularly  depredations 
«n  the  high  seas,  and  unjust  or  nnlawiul  injuries  within 
^e  Spanish  jurisdictiony  whether  in  Old  Spain  or  her 
colonies ;  in  a  word,  all  injurious-  acts,  either  to  the 
tJnited  States  or  to  her  citixens,  for  which  the  Spanish 
nation  'iM  responsiblei  according  to  the  principles  of  jus- 
ticob  equity,  tresty,  or  the  law  of  nations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MABISON, 

p.  8.-«-PanicuIar  care  must  be.  taken  in  case  s  con- 
vention shall  be  made  which  does  not  provide  for  the 
noliations,  or  for  the  portion  of  themj  subsequent  to 
the  convention  of  August,  1802,  to  guard  again3t  ai) 
abandonment,  either  express  or^on8tTuctiTe,of  .the  just 
dairos  of  our  citizens  on  that  account.       '.    h  M, 


PROJECT  OP  A  COKVEKTIOW.    . 

The  United  Sti^tes  and  His  Catholic  Majesty  being 
desirous  of  terminating  amicably  all  controTersiernow 
gobststing  between  them,  anil  of  providing  more  effect- 
ually for  the  maintenance  of  their  future  harmony,  have 
gppointed,  dbe. : 

Abttclb  1. — Spain,  acknowledging  and  confirming 
to  the  United  States  West  Florida^  cedes  to  them  for- 
ever the  same  and  East  Florida,  with  the  islands  and 
waters  thereon  respectively  depending ;  or  if  unattaiu'v 
able  in  that  form,.  Spain  cedes  and  confirms  forever  to 
the  United  States  East  and  Weft  Florida,  with  the 
'island  waters  thereon  respectively  depending.  . 
-  Oh$ervaiion$  on  Article  1. — The  object  in  these  forms 
of  expressing  the  cession,  is,  to  date  that  bf  West  Flor- 
ida as  far  at  least  as  to  the  Perdido,  from  the  date  of 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  by  France,  and  thereby  invali- 
date the  intert^ening  sales  of  land,  whidh  it  is  yud^r- 
stood  have  taken  place  corruptly  or  unfairiy,  to  a  very 
great  extent.  If  Spain  should  appear  to  acquiesce  in 
a' more  explicit  acknowledgment  of  our  right  under 
the  French  conven^on  as  far  as  the  Perdido,  it  mvj  be 
well  to  divide  the  territory  eastward  of  the  Mississippi 
by  a  refetenoe  to  that  river,  instead  of  referring  to  it  as 
divided  into  East  and  West  Florida./ 

Am  2. — Pessesslop  of  the  said  territory  shall  be  de- 
llveied  to  a  person  or  person^. authorized  by  the  United 
flCatss  to  receive  the  -same,  within  — ^  days  .or  less  if 
practicable,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  6f  this 
ooDvention.  With  the  said  territory  shall  be  delivered 
all  public  property,  exceptinr  ships  and  military  stores, 
is  also  all  pubfic  archives  belonging  to  the  same. 
•  Sac.  2.  Within  ninety 'days  after  delivering  posses- 
sion, or  sooner,  if  possible,  the  Spanish  troops  shall 
evaeuate  the  territory  hereby  ceded. 

Sac.  3.  The  inhabitants  ofthe  ceded  territory  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  incorporation  into  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  same  protection  in  their  religion, 
their  libertiea,  and  their  property,  as  were  stipulated  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  torritoiy  ceded -to  the  Unitnl 
States  by  the  treaty  of  the  80th  of  April,  1803»  with 
the  French  BepnMtc.      . 

Sac.  4.  WiUi  the  same  motives  in  view  whioh  led 
to  the  seventh  and  eighth  articles  of  the  treaty  above 
nenCioiied^  it  has  been  agreed  between  the  oontraoting^ 
parties  that  the  ships  of  Frahce  and  Spain  shall  enjoy, 
iii  the  poite  of  the  hereby  ceded  temtory,  until  the  term 


ofthe  iwelve  preavs  therein  mentioned  shall  be  espiredy 
the  same  privileges  as  to  trade^nd  duties  as  are  therein 
stipulated,  and  durihg  the  same  space  of  tine  no  other 
nation  shall  have  a  right  to  the  same  privileges  in  the 
ports  ofthe  hereby  ceded  territory. 

SxG.  ft.  In  future,  and  forever  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  torm  of  twelve  years,  the  vessAs  of  Spain  efaall 
be  treated  upon  the  footlhg  ofthe  most  fovered  nations  in 
the  ports  of  the  hereby  ceded  territory, 

Abt.  3.-*-'Phe  boundary  between  thctofritoiy  of  the 
United  State*  on  the  western  side  of  Mississippi,  and 
the  posseesiona  of  SpNain,  shall  be  the  lOolorado,  (or  the 
Gttudaloupe,  if  attainable,)  from  its  miouth  to  its  most 
northeHy  source;  thence,  a  right  Hue  to  the  nearest 
high  land%  endosing  all  .the  waton  running  directly 
or  indirectly  into  the  Miieiseippi  or  Missouri,  and  along 
the  said  highlands  as  for  as  'they  border  on  Ihe  Span- 
ish domifiions. 

OhaenationM  on  AriUk  d^^Althoqgh  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  urge  the  claim  ofthe  United  States  to  the  Rio 
Bravo»  and  to'propose  that  forthe  boundary,  ib  ia  not 
expected  that  one  foore  westwardly  than  the  boundary 
delbieatod  in  this  article  will  be  fovored  by  l^rance 
or  admitted  by  Spain. 

.  AftT.  4r— It  is  agreed  -  that  a  spaos  extending  thirty 
leagues  on  each  side  of  the  said  bbundsiry  shall  be  kept 

by  the  parties  respectively  unsiBttled  for  the  term  of 

years  t  or     . 

,  A  space  between  the  said  bonndary  and  some  boun- 
dary beginning  with  a  river  eestwani  of  1^  Colorado, 
and  westward  of  the  Sabine ;  or, 
'  A  space  between  the  said  boundary,  and  the  boun- 
dary beginning  with  the  Sabine,  and  running  thenee 
from  the  source  of  the  Sabine,  a  straight  line,  to  the 
confluence  of  the  rivers  .Osage  and  Missouri ;  and  from 
the  said  confluence,  a  line  numing'  paialld  with  the 
Mississippi,,  to  the  latitude  of  its  most  northermnoet 
aource ;  ainl  thence  ii  iqeridi^  to  the  northam  boun- 
dary of  Louisiana. , 

Obseroaiiana  on  Article  4 — These  descriptions  of  a 
barrier  interval  ar6  to^  successively  yielded  according 
as  Qpaiu  may  be  williUg  to  ce^  therefor  her  teiritoiy 
eastward  ofthe  Mississippi  .'or  to  ab^te  in  the  tfum  of 
money  to  be  paid 'for  East  Florida,  or  to  be  liable  in  her 
engagements  and  provisions  for  inden^li^ng  our  citi- 
zens. It  being  imppssible  to  foresee  the  .various  modi- 
fications and  combinations  which  the  subject  may  take 
in  the  course  of  pegotiation,  much  must  necessarily  be 
left  to  your  own  judgment.  It. is  to  be  understood 
that^  in  no  event,  the  country  ea^wardof  the  Sabine 
and  the  line  firqm  its  source  as  above  referred  to,  is  to 
be  included  in  the  unsettle  interval. 

Abt.  &r— [Here  was  inserted  a  copy  ofthe  provisions 
contained  in 'the  project  of  1804,  as  to  the  interval  not 
to  be  settled.]   > 

.  Mr»  Armsinmg  to  M»  YaquieKdo, 

-  Paws.  Sept.  30;  1806. 

The  undersignbd  having  been  inforraed'by  the  Amer- 
ican Charg^  d^Afiaires  at  Madrid,  that  a  Minister  had 
been  appointed,  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic  Majestyr  to 
negotiate  a  settlement  ofthe  several  pointb  in  contro- 
versy between  the  United  States,  of  America  and  His 
said  Msjesty :  and  having  understood  from  His  Majesty's 
Ambassadorat thii  Court,  that  M.  Viquierdo  w^  the 
Minister  thus  appointed,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
undersigned  to  inform  His  flxcellency  that  Plenipoten- 
tiaries commissioned  by  the  Piresident  of  the  United 
Stetes  to  fulfil,  on  his  part,  tills  important  object,  are 
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B0W  in  PmtUf  tmd  •qmUy  pvep^red  tnd  dupOf«d  to 
^t«r  OD  the  pTopoted  negotiation.  >  The  ondemgned 
amulf  kimaelf  of  ihie  ocCMkrn  to  offer  to  M.  Yzqnierdo 
t^  aMOrtnce  of  his  very  <high  eonuderation. 

JOHN  ARMSTftONG, 
H&mtef  Pknipatentiary  of  the  United  Statuu 
Hi>  BxeellenCT  M.  ¥b%v»bim>, 

Counseihr  of  State  and  of  War. 

M,  Yzquierdo  to  General  Armstrong: 

Paws,  Ottober  1, 1806. 
The  nndersigned  has  received  with  interest  the  com- 
monications  o(  his  Excellencj  General  Armstrong, 
contained  in  his  note  of  the  30th  September  last.  He 
has  the  honor, to  make  known  tahim  that  the  negoti* 
ations  on  the  different  points  in  controversy  between 
.  his  GoTemjnent  and  the  United  States  of  America  are 
not  within  his  actu|il  political  powers./    ,      '  . 

The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  present 
to  hia  Excellency  General  Armstrong  the  assuxisnce  of 
his  high  consideration.  B.  YZQUIERDO, 

•  Counsellor  of  State,  ^c.^     . 

Exiraet'-7%e  ^eeretary.of  StaU  io  Mr.  Bow^oi^. 

Mat  25.  1807, 
It  18  painful  to  find  that  the  reserve'  and  mysteiy 
which  havQ  S9  long  enveloped  our  affair^  with  S^in 
still  embarrass  the  e£fbrts  to  bring  them  t6  a  proper 
state.  The  protracted  delay  is  certainly  not  a  little 
hazardous  to  the  peace  of  the  two  nations,  whicl^  has 
thus  far  b^en  presefred  by  .the  moderation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  vfke  of  the  ibily  of  the  other  party. .  "the 
conduct  of  Spain  is  not  easily  explained.  Several 
causes  have  probably  united  in  producing  her  dbstinate 
repugnance  to  meet  our  reasonable  overtures ;  perhaps 
the  most  powerful  may  have  been  a  calculation  that 
■he  would  hAve,  in  any  .event,  the  'support  of  one  or 
the  other  of  the  two  great  rivals  of  Europe ;  'and  that 
her  dexterity  would  be  able  to  qmnect  her  with  which- 
ever of  them  should  ultimately  be  aacehdont.  It  Would 
seem  to  be  impossible,  however,  that  the  criiis  ^an  He 
much  longer  procrastinated.  Th^  obstructions  which 
are  thrown  in  the  i^ay  of  the  trade  through  the  Mobile^ 
and  even  of  the  use  of  the  n^^  by  the  Geverntnent  of  the 
United  States  fbir  public-  purposes,  and  kindling  a  flame 
which  "will  not  be  veiy  maDageable.  The  last  letter 
from  Mr.  Erving,  which  was  of  — ,  communicated 
the  Spanish  decree,  co-operating  with  that  of  Novein- 
ber  2 let  by  the  French  Emperor,  which  is  in  terms 
giving  equal  latitude  with  its  prototype  for  depredations 
on  our  commerce^  and  which,  if  so  execqted,  will  add 
fuel  to  the  flame.  Mr.  Brving  promised  that  his  next 
letter  wohld  not  only  give  exjjlanattons  on  that  subject, 
but  have  something  to  say  ^s  to  our  affairs  generally 
with  t^e  Spanish  Government. 

Extract— Mr,  Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  to  General 
4rmetrong  and  Mr,  Bqwdgin. 

DxvABTMxVTeT  Sta^s,  Jti/;^  15,  1807* 
The  encioeed  copy  of  a  proclamation,  by  the  Pir^r 
dent,  wiB  inibrm  you  of  a  late  extraordinsbry  hostility 
and  insult  committed  by  a  British  ship  of  war  on  a. 
frigate  of  the  United  States,  nearthe  Capes  of  Virgmia, 
and  oMhe  measures  taken  by  the  President  in  conse- 
quence of  Ae  outrage.  The  subsequent  proceedings' 
of  the  British  s^adron  in  our  waters  have  borne  a 
13ba  stamp  of  hostility ;  aad  although  it  may  be  Ibund . 


that  these  provocations  have  not  isaned  from,  or  may 
be  disavowed  and  expiated  by  the  Britiidi  Government, 
it  may  ali^  be  found  that  the  yoited  States  must  take 
on  themselves'the  reparation  that  is  due  to  them.  For 
his  event  it  is  necessary  to  be  p'repared,  as-  Well  with 
a  ,vtew  to  our  finances  .  as  to  other  resoUVces  and  ar- 
rangements. \ 

In  thia  state  of  thiM>  the  President,  taking  into 
nonaideration  the  objeraons  to  an  application  of  (he 
public  funds  to  objects  not  immediately  connected  with 
the  public  safety,  instructs  you  to  suspend  the  negoti- 
ations for  Uie  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  unless  it  shall 
be.  agreed  by  Spain  (hat  parent  for  them  shall,  in 
case  of  a  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  postponed  till  th^  end  ofx)ne  year  after 
they  shfl^l  b^^^  settled  their  differences ;  and  that,  in 
the  meantime,  no  interest  shall  be  paid  on  the  debt. 
You  will,  of  course,  u^iderstand  it  to  be  inconsistent 
with  this  instruction  either  to  draw  on  the  Treasury, 
or  to  obtain  a  credit  ib  Europe,  for  any  part  of  the  sum 
allotted  Ibr  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas. 

.Shall  a  bargam  have  been,  made  for  the  Floridas, 
and^  payments  stipulated,  as  contemplated  h^  former 
instructions,  you  will  press,  in  the  most  serious  and 
emphatic  manner,  a  re-modification  of  the  terms  which 
will  adjust  th^  to  the  instructions  here  given.  Such 
a  compliance  may  justly  be  expected  in  return  for  the 
advantages  which-  Spain  and  her  allierwill  derive  in 
various  respects  firom  a  contest  between  this  country 
and  their  eqemy.  It  "may  further  be  expected  that,  in 
confiideratign  of  thtoe  advantages  to  them,  and  pf-the 
general  effect  of  war,  or  even  a  cessation  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  on  the  pecuniary  faculties  of  the 
United  States,  the  price  Remanded  for  the  Floridas  will 
be  at  least  greatly  reduced.  To  this  consideration  it 
may  be  addedt  that,  whilst.the  pecuniaiy  faculties  of 
•the  United  States  will  be  mo  materially  benumbed  in 
the  event  of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  those  of 
Spain  may  be  essentially '  aided,  by  the  facility  which 
that  event  will  give  to  the  command  of  het  SouUi  Amer- 
ican treasures  through  the  United  States.  Finally,  it 
la  not.  unworthy  of  consideration,  that  the  introduction 
of  hostile  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  may  remove  objections  hitherto  felt  by  thelat* 
jLn  to  enterprises  against  the  Floridas,  and  'lead  to  a 
mifitary  occupancy  of  them  wUh  views  srery  adverse  to 
the  policv  of  Spain.;  ' 

Should  Spain  still  obstinately  persist  in  rejecting  or 
retarding  an  arrangement  concerning  the  Floridas,  she 
must  at  least  see  the  necessity  of  hastening  a  fatisfac- 
tory  on^  on  other  subjects,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
the  Mobile,  for  the  free  use  of  which,  by  the  United 
States,  prdenf  ought  to  be  sent  without  a  pioment'a 
delay. 

The  President  leaves  to  your  own  discretion  the  use 
to  be  made  of  observations  of  this  kind,  and  entertains 
an  entire  confidence  that-  your,  management  of  the 
whole  business  wiH  be  such  as  will  best  comport  with 
the  drcumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  conduce  most  to 
the  Object  entrusted  to  you. 

Extraet-rMr.  Smithi,  Secretary  of  State,  to  General 
Armetrong. 

DxPABTXaiTT  OF  StATE, 

Mareh  15,  1800. 

From  the  enclooed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Tieasury,  yon  will  perceive  that  the  appropriation  of 

the  two  mxilions  of  dollars  foir  the  purchase  of  Florida, 

having  expired  en  the  31st  December  last,  has  been 
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carried  to>  the  credit  of  the  enrpilQe  fond.  Froa  this 
and  other  c<meiderations,  it  is'  deemed  expedieat,  at 
preeenty  to  suspend  the  negotiation  in  relanon  to  (hat 
svbject. 

JIB*  Fatter  to  JKr.  Monroe. 

WisRT^^Woir,  Jt«/y  €,  1811. 

SfiK :  Th^  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
has  of  late  been  called,  to  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
United  States  for  the  military  occopatioQ  of  West 
Florida.  The  lanfi^uage  held  by  the  President  at  the 
opening  of  the  late  .session  of-  Congi-ess,  the  hostile 
demonstrations  made  by  the  "American  lR>rces  under 
CaptaiJf^  Gaines,  the  actual  summoninjgf  of  the  fort  of 
Mobile,  a^  the  bill  submitted  to  th^  appro^tion  of 
the  American  Legislature  foe  the  interior  a^ministrar 
tion  of  the  province,  are  so  many  direct  and  positive 
proofs  that  the  Government  of  America  is  prepared  to. 
subject  the  province  of  West  Florida  to  the  ajuthority 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Spanish  Minister  in  London,  addressed  a^note, 
in  the  month  of  March  last,  to  Htk  Majesty's  Secret&ry 
of  State  for  Foreign  Aflaiw,  expressing,  in  sufficient 
detail,  the  feeliixgs  of  ihe  Gpvemment  of  Spain  resjpeot- ' 
ing  this  unprovoked  aggression  on  the  integrity  of  thai  • 
monarchy. 

Mr.  Morier,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Smith  of  December 
1^  1810,  has  already  reminded  the  American  Govem- 
I  ment  of  the  intimate  alliance  subsisting  between  ^is 
Majesty  and  Spain»  and  he  has  desired  such  explana- 
tions on  the  subject  as  might  convince  His  Majesty  of 
the  pacific  disposition  of  the  United  States  towards' 
Spain.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  teply,  haa  stated  that.it  was 
evident  that  ho  hostile  or  unfriendly  purpose  was  en- 
terUined  by  America  towards  Spain ;  und  that  the 
American  Minister  at  Hisi  Majesty's  Court  had  been 
enabled  to  make  whatever  explanations  might  comport 
With  the  frank  and  conciliatory  spirit  which  hacf  been 
invariably  manifested  on  th^  part  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the,  date  of  his,  correspondence,  Mr.  Pinknej^ 
has  offered  no  e^lanation  tvhatever  of  the  motives 
which  haye  actuated  the  conduct  of  the  United  Stat^ 
in  this  transaction ;  a  ^ill  has  been  introduced  into 
Congress  for  the  establisl^ment,  goveriimeni,  and  pro- 
tection, of /the  Territory  of  Mobil^  ^nd  the  fortress  of 
that  name  has  been  summoned  without  effect  ' 

His  Royal  .Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  pame 
and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  is  still  willing  to 
hope  that  the  American  Government  has  not  been ' 
urged  to  this  step  by  ambitious  motives^  or  by  a*  d€«ire 
of  foreign  conquest  and  territorial  aggrandisement.  • .  It 
wquldbe  satisfactory,  however,  to  be  enabled  to  asc^- 
tain  that  no  consideration  connected  with  the  present 
state  of  Spain  has  induced  America  to  despoil  that 
monarchy  of  a  valuable  foreign  colony.  . 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  Contends  that 
the  right  to  the  possession  of  a  certain  part  of  West 
Florida  will  not  be  less  open  to  discuasion  in  the  occu- 
pation of  America  than  wider  the  Government  of 
Spain. 

But  Che  ^Government  of  the  United  States  under 
this  pretext,  cannot  expeiet  to  avoid  the  reproach^ which 
must  attend  the  ungenerous  ai^d  unprovoked  seizure  of 
a  foreign  colony,  VfhUe-  the  parent  State  is  engaged  in 
a  nobifi  contest  for  independence,  against  a  most  un- 
justifiable and  violent  invasion  of  the  rights  both  of  the 
monarch  and  people  of  Spain. 

While  I  wait,  therefore,  for  ^  explanation  Jrom  you. 


sir,  as  to  Ae>motrres  wUch  M  to  IMb  n^jint  igftnw 
•iMi  by  the  United  States  on  thf  tnrilori^s  of  Hb 
Majesty's  ally, 'I  most  oonsider  it  as  my  duty  Jto  loee 
^  no  time  in  fulfilling  the  orders  of  Hin  Rpyal  HigluiMB 
the  Prince  Rageilt,  by  which  I  am  commanded,  in  tlie 
ev«ni  of  its  appearing  on  my  arrival  in  this  dty  that 
the  United  States  stiil.pene^erf,  by  oi«nAoea*«&d  ac- 
tual demonstratioh,  toelaim  the  military  oopipation  of 
West  Florida,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of 
Hia'Majeetv's.Cha<g4  des  Affi^ires,  %nd  the  manifest  in- 
justice of  the  act,  to  present  to  you.  the  solemn  protest 
of  Hfis  Royal  Highness  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  His  Majesty,  agajnst  an  attempt  so  contrary  fo  every 
principle  of  public  justice,  faith,  and  national  honor, 
and  so-  injdrious  to  the  alliance  subsisting  between 
His  "Majesty  arid  the  Spanish  nation, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

The  Horn,  Jaxxs  Mov«ox,  dbc. 

JUir,  Monroe  to  Mr,  Foster, 
•  DxPABTxsarTor  l^tAfa,  Ju/y  8,  1811. 

Sis  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which! 
you  ivate  ptesented  by  the' order  of  His  Royal  high- 
ness, the  Prince  Regent,  to  protest,^  in  behalf  of  the 
Regency  of.  Spain,,  al^a^nst  Ui«  possession  lately  fi^ken 
by  the  tlnited  States  of  certain  parU  of  West  Florida. 

'Although  the  Presideirt  cannot  admit  the  right  of 
Great  Britain  tp  ihterltnie  in  any  question  relating  to 
that  province,  he  is  willing  U$  explain,  in  a  (nendly 
manner,  the  considerations  whicif  induced  the  United 
States  to  take  the.  step  agaii|st  which'  you  have  been 
ordered  to  protest.    . 

It  into  he  inferred,  ^m  your  view  of  the  subject, 
that  the  British  Government  lias  been  taught  Jto  beUeve 
that  the  United  States  seized  a  moment  o(  natmnal 
embarrassment  to  w^est  from  3pain  a  province  to  which 
they  had  no  right,  and  that  they  wf  re  prompted  to  it 
by  their  interest  alone,  and  a  knowledge  that  Spain 
oenld  not  defend  it.  Nothing,  fao^reverf  is .  more  re- 
mote from  the  fact  than  the  preaumption  on  which 
your  Government  appears  to  have  acted.  Examples 
of  so  unworthy  %  conduct  are  unfortunately  too  fre- 
quent in  the  history  of  nations;  but' the  United  States 
h^e  not.foHowed  tiiem.  The  President  had  oersuaded 
himself  tluit  the  unequivocal  proo6  which  the  United 
States  have  given,  in  alt  their  transactfons  with  foreign 
lowers,  and  particularly  with  Spain,  oi  ah  upright  and 
liberal  policy,  "wonlci'hav^  shleldcil  them  from  such  un- 
merited a  aiispicion.  He' is  satisfied  that  nothing  is 
wanting  but  a  correct  knowledge  pf  /acts  completely 
to  dissipate  it.      .     . 

I  might  bring  to  your  view  a  long  catalogue  of  in- 
juries which  ^e  United  Stales  have  received  from 
Spain  since  the  conclusion  of  their  Reyblutionary  war, 
any  one  of  which  would  most  probably  have  been  con- 
siderecf  cause  of  war,  and  resented  a!iB  such,  by  Other 
Powers.  I  wttl  mention  two  of  theee  only ;  the  i^oUa- 
tions  that  were,  committed  on  fheir  commerce  to  a 
great  amount  tn  the  last  war,.and  the  suppression  of 
their  deposite  at  New  Orleans  just  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  in  violation  of  a  solemn 
dreaty';  for  neither  of  which  injuries  has  an  v.  reparation 
or  atonement  l^n  made.  For  injuries  like  those  of 
the  first  class,,  it  is  known,  to  you  that  Great  Britain 
and  France  made  indemnity.  The  United  States,  how- 
ever, do  not  rely  .on  these  injuries  for  a  justification  o^ 
their  conduct  in  thii  transaction,  sdthough  th^  daima 
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fo  lipnatfap  fnr  UkMn  w  hj  no  manns  Ptti^qosilMd, 
aadL it »  to  b«  preaqpiM,  wiU.ifot  alintys  be negktcted. 
Whea  I  iafomyoa  t|iftt  tbe  prdVinos  of  Weflt^l«ri- 
dft  to  thetPeidido  wm  a  pwrt  joi  Louwiaiia,- while  the 
nhole  iprowinee  ibrineriy  helooged  t«  France^  that,  al- 
thoQgil  it««s  afteiwarda  iepanted  ifon  the  otber  parti 
jti  Ihftt  both  parte  were  agattt  Twiiritied  in  the  handa 
of  Spain,  aad  by.  her  reoonijeyed  to  France,  in  iwhicb 
slate  tiie  entire  province  of  JjOniaiana  was  ceded  to  tbe 
United  Statea  id  1803;  that,-ia  accepting  die  e^aeion 
nd  paying  for* the  territory  eeded,' the  United  8tat^. 
nnder8tood*a|id  believed  that  they  paid  for  the  country 
aifor  4Ui4h0'F^idido,  aa  part  of  Lopiaiapa;  and  that, 
on  CoonvictkNi  of  their  right,  they  indnded  in  their 
law*  ^raviaiaiw  adapted  to  the  ceanon  m  that  extent, 
it  dan^ot  foil  to  be  a  vanas  of  anrpriae  to  the  Prince 
•Regetit  that  the^did  not  praceed  to  tak«  poawaai^  of 
the  territory  in  ^eetion  aa  aoen  aa  the'tmaty  waa  rati- 
fied* There  waa  nothing  a»  thadrcnmatanoea  of  a|Min 
at  that  lime  that»  eoold  have  forbiddan  the  •meaaure. 
In  denying  the  right  of  the  United  Statea  to  thia  toni. 
tavy,  her  Gavemmont  invited  oegotialioij  on  that,  and 
every  other  pointy  in  eonteatalion  bMwe^  ^e.  parliaa. 
The  United  Statea  aoeaptiid  tha'  invitation  in  the  hope 
that  it  would  aecure  an  adj[iiataiMit  and  reparation  tor 
ei^ry  injury  which  had  been  reoeived,  and  feed  to  the 
leatnvatlon  of  perfect  harmony  between  ibr  |wo  conn-, 
triea :  but  in  that  hope  they  were  diia^inted.  • 

Since  the  year  1806,  .the  fwried  of  the  laat  negotia- 
tion vrith  8pam,  the  prorinee  of  Weet'  Florida  hta  m- 
mained  in  a  ritvation  altogether  incompatibie  with  the 
welfore  of  theae  'States.  The  Go^eniment''ef  9p«in 
baa  aoarcely-been  'folt  thmar.hfi'conteqadtttx  of  wMeh 
the  aifiura  of  that  provinee  had  follen  into  diiorder, '  Of 
that  ciiicnniBtanoa,  however,  the  IJnited  Statea.took  no 
advatitalre.  It  waa  not  until  the  last  year,  #hen  tUe 
inhntMKanta»  perceiving  that  all  anthority  over  thanr 
had  ceased;  roae  in  a  body' with  iiftoation  to.tahe 
the'cMmtry  into  their  own  hsinda,  thai  thh  American 
Oovonuhant  Intorpoaed.  It  wna  InqposaiUe  for  the 
Uaitod  Statea  to  peMd^  with  indiffemnpe,  a  mau^ 
•mcait  in 'Which  they  were  M»  de^|y  interested.  /JThe 
Pfeaident  would  have  incurred  the  censue  of  the  na- 
tion, if  he  had  ^suftred*  that  provided  to  be  wreat^d 
from  the  United  Stages,  utider  a  pretext  of  wresting  it 
from  Spain.  In  'taking  posfeision  of  it.  In  thbir  name, 
and  under  their  authority,  eiec^t  in  the'part  wWth 
waa  occupied  by  the  .SpafifBh4roOptf,  who  hayeliot  been 
diaisuft^ed^  he  defended  tlte  rights  and  secured  the  pea^  of 
the  nation,  and  even  eonsnited  the  ho|i<^  ofG^ainherself. 
By  Una  event  thb  United  States  have  acqnuvd  no  new- 
title  to  West  Florida.  They  wanted  norie.  Ih  ad- 
justing hereafter  aN  the  othef  peinfo  wUiih  remain  to 
be  adjusted  with  Spain,  and-wfandi  it  ia  *pvopbsed  to 
make  the  subject  of  amicable  negotiation  aa  soon  as 
the  Gevemmerft  of  Spain  shall  be  aettled,  her  claim  to 
thia  territory  may  also  be  bfought  into  view,  and  deceive 
alTtha  atUntion  winch  ie  du»to  it.  . 

Aware  that  this  transfliTtion  might  be  misconceived 
and  misrepresented,  the  President  deemed  ii  a  proper 
subject  of  instruction  to  it^e-  Minikersef  tha  United 
Stotea  at  foreign  Courte,  to  place  it  in  a  true  h§h\  be-' 
fore  them.  Such  an  instrnction  waa  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Pittfcneyv  their  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Lon- 
don, who  would  have  executed  it,  had  not  the  termi- 
aatiim  of  his  missian  pravented  it.  The  President 
cannot  doubt  thut  the  frai^  and  candid  c^iplana^ 
tion  which  I  have  now  given,  by  his  order,  Of  the  con- 
oderationa  ^Uch  induced  the  United  States  to  take 


of  tkls  aonntry.  wiQ  be  perlbetly  satiafoctoiy 
to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent. 
^    With  great  respect  and  consideration^  dec 

JA8.  MONROE. 
AuousTVs  J.  FbsTBai^  Esq.,  Ace. 

M^,  Fbtler  to  .Mr.  Monroe* 

PiiiLAi>si(FHiA,'Sqp/^m^€r  5,  tSll. 

Sim  I  The  Chevalier  Da  Onia,  who  has  been  ap» 
nointed  Minister  from.  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  tha 
United  ^tea,  has  written  to  inform  me  that  he  un- 
deratands,  by  letters  from  the  Govemor  of  Kaat  Florida^ 
6nder.date  of  the  14th  ult,  that  Govemor  Mattbewa,0f 
thO'  State  of  Gcqrgia,  ^as  at  that  time  at  ^ewtown» 
.^t.  Mary  8,  on  the  frontiers  of  Florida^  for  the  purpose 
of  treating  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  for  ito 
being  delivered  up  to  the  Unit^  States  Govepunent ; 
that  he  was,  with  this  view,  using  every  n^elhod  of  se- 
duction to  effect  his  nixrjfMose,  olfering  to  each  whi^ 
inliabitant,.  who  •would  ^  side  with  him,- fifty  acrea  of 
land,  ai^d  the  guarantee  of  his  religion  and  proper^; 
stipulatmgf  also,  that  the  Amarican'Goverpment  would 
pay  the  debts  oi  the  Spanish  Government,  wheth^  due 
in  pensions  or  otherwise,  and  th^t  he  would  canaa  tha 
ofiicefa  and  saidieca  of  the*gMris6na  to  be<ponveyed  to 
sttch  place  as  ihouid  be  indicated,  prorided  they  did 
n'ot  rather,  chooae  Ip  antes  into  the. service  of. the  Uni- 
ted Statoi. 

M.  be.Qnis  has  done  ma  tha  honor  to  commonicato 
to  me  a  note,  which  ha  nuipoaes  tranwutting  toyon^- 
aix,  in  conaa^ uence  of  thia  detailed  and  idtiat  extnor* 
,  dinary^intelligf  nee,  and  considering  the  inUma^  alU* 
apce  subsisting  betwe^  Spain  and  Great  BritaiUt  an 
well  as  the  circumstances  under  ^irhich  he  is  placed  in 
this  eonnfry,  he  has  urgently  ie<iuested  that  I  would 
accompany  hisrepreseiltation  With  a  letter  on  my  pait 
in  support  of  it.    ' 

k&m  the  s(riemn  asseveration^-which  you  gave  me» 
in  the  moilth  of  July,  that  no  intentbns  hostile  to  tha 
Spanish  intereste  in  Florida  existed  on  the  part  of  your 
Government,  I  am  wholly  unable  to  suppose  that  6ov*> 
ernor  Motthews  can  have  had  ordeta4romth4  Preaident 
for  the  conduct  which  he  is  ittat^  to  be  pursuing;  but 
the  measuws  he  is  SMd  to  be  taking  ia  corresponding 
with  traitors,  and  in  endeavoring;,  bj(  bribeiy  and  every 
art  of  seduction,  to  inftise  a  spirit  <^  rebelUoa  into  tfatia 
snbjecto  of  the  Xing  of  Spain^  in  those  qjoarters,  are 
ancE  aa  to  create  the  liveliest  inquietude,  and  to  call 
for  the  mosttcarly  interference  on  the  rart  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  ^e  United  States.  < 

The  Obvernn^ent  of  the  United  States  are  well  awara 
of  the  d^ep  interest  which  His  Royal  Highness,  the 
Prince  Regent,  takes  in  the  security  of  Florida,  for  any 
attempt  to  occupy  the  eastern  part  of.  which  bv  tha 
United'  States,  not  even  the  slightest  pretext  could  be 
alfeged,  such  aaweVe  bipught  forivard  in  the  endeavor 
'to  justify  the  aggresMon  on  West  Florida. 

I  conceive  it,  therefore,  to  be  my  duty,  sir,  in  con- 
^dention  of  the  alliance  suhusting  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  and  the  ihteresta  9f  His  Jtfajesty's  sub- 
jecta'in  the^West  India  islknds,  so  desply  involved  An. 
the  security  of  East  Florida,  as  well  ss  in  pnrsuanca  of 
the'ordera  of  my  Government,  in  case  of  any  attempt 
against  that  country,  to  lose  no  time  in  catting  upon 
you  for  an  explanation  bf  the  alarmbig  steps  which 
Governor  Matthews  lb  stated  to  be  taking  foj  subvert- 
ing the  Spanidi  authority  in  that  country,  requestinip 
to  be  informed  by  you  upon  what  authority  ne  can  ba 


439 


aiSTORT  OF  CONGRBSa 


440 


H^opR. 


Spafdth  American  CoUmieB. 


Dbcbxbsii  l&Il . 


•eliiigf  and  what  maamras  ha^a  bean  taken  ta  put  a 
atop  to  his  proceedcnga. 

1  hare  the  honar  to  be,  A». 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTEH. 

Hon.  J^XKB  Mo9nox»  ^« 

Mr.  Manrot  to  Mr.  Fositr. 

NeyxxBSK2,  1811. 

8ia :  I  have  had,  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
September  5th,  and  to  submit  it  to  the  view  of  the 
President. 

The  principlles' whieh  have  governed  th4  United 
Slates  in  their  measares  relative  to  West  Florida,  have 
already  been  explained  to  yon.  With  equal  frahiness, 
I  shall  now  communfcate  the  part  they  hi^ve  a9ted  with 
respect  to  East  Floridk. 

In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  Sth  of  July,  I  BttM  the  injuries  which 
the  United  States  had  rec<^ived  from  Sp^n,  since  their 
Revolutionary  war,  and  particularly  by  spoliations,  on 
their  commerce  in -the  last  war,  to  a  great  ampunC,  and 
of  the  aiippression  of  their  ri^ht  df  deposite  at  {few  Or- 
ieansy  Just  before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war,  jbr  neither  of  which  had  reparation,  been-msde. 
A  c^aim  to  indemnity  for  these  injuries  is  altogeUier 
unconnected  with  the  question  relating  to  West  Fieri* 
ds,  which  was  acquired  by  cession  from  France  in  1808^ 

The  Government  of  Spain  lyis  never  denied  t^e  rigfht 
of  the  United  Stafes  to  a  just  indemnity  for  spoliations 
on  their  commerce.  In  I  SOS,  it  ezpfidtly  ad^itte^ 
this  right  b)r  entering,  into  a  convention,  the  object  c^f 
which  was  to  adjust  the  amount  6f  the  claim,  with  a 
view  to  indemnity.  The  subsequent  iniury,  by  the 
suppression  of  the  deposits  st  New  Orleans,  produced 
an  importfint  change  in  thd  relations  between  the  paf*' 
ties,  which  has  never  been  accommodated.  The  United 
States,  saw  in  that  measure  eminent  cause  of  .war,  and ' 
that  wear  did  not  immediately  follow*,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered m  any  oth^r  light  than  as  a  proof  6f  their  mod* 
eiation  and  pacific  policy.  The  Executive  could  not 
beliete  that  the  Government  of  Spain  would  reftise  to 
the  United  States  the  justice  due' to  tfaestf  accumulated 
injuries  when  the  subject  should  be  brought  solemnly 
before  it,  by  a  speciytl  mission.  It  is  known  that  an 
Envoy  Extraordihaiy  was  sent  to  Bifadrid,  in  1806,  on* 
this  fiubject,  and  that  the  mission  did  not  accomplislf 
the  object  intended  by  it. 

It  is  proper  to  observe'  that,  in  the  -  negotiation  with 
Spain,  in  1805,  the  injupies, complained  of  by  the  Unt^ 
ted  States  of  the  fint  class,  wera  again  substantiaUy: 
admitted  to  a  aertain  extent,  as  was.  that  also  occa-^ 
atoned  by  the  suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans, although  the  Spanish  Government,  by  disclum- 
ing  the  act,  apd  imj>uting  It  to  the  Intendant,  sought 
to  avoid  the  responsibility  due  from  it ;  that,  to  make 
indemnity  to  the  United  States  for  injuiles  of  ?every 
kind  a  cession  of  <he  whole  territory  claimed  by  Spain 
eastward  of  the  Missisdp'pi  Was  made  the  Object  of 
negotiation,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  sum  demanded 
for  it  was  the  sole  cause  that  a  treaty  was  not  then 
formed,  and  the  territory  ceded. 

The  United  States  have  considered  the.Goveminent* 
<of  Spain  indebted  to  them  a  greater  sum  for  the  inju- 
ries above  stated^  than  the  province  of  East  Florida 
«an,  by  any  fair  standard  betwieen  the  parties,  be  esti- 
mate'd  at  They  have  looked  to  thu  province  (or  their 
indemnity,  and,  with  the  greater  reason,,  becatise.  the . 
Government  of  Spain  iteelf  has  countenanced  it.  That 
thay  have  suffered  their  just  claimt  to  remain  so  lon^ 


on^atisfied,  is  a  'new  and  ettmig  proof  of  the  modera- 
•tion,  as  it  is  of  theit  respect  fl^  the  disordered  condi- 
tion of  &at  PowerC  There  is,  however,  a  penod  be- 
yond which  those  claims  ought  not  to  be  neglected.  It 
would  be  highly  improper  for  the  United  8ta(te%  in* 
their  respect  fpr  Spain,  ,t<9  forget  what  they  owe  to 
their  own  character,  and  to  the  rights  of  their  injured 
citisens. 

'  Under  these  cirenmstanc^,  It  would.  M  equally  un- 
just and  (ikihonorable  in  the  United  Stales  to  auffin^ 
Eaejt  Florida  to  piisa  itato  the  possesakm  of  any  ^her 
Power.  Unjust,  hecaOse  they  wovid  tiiereby  loee  the 
only  indemnity  wi^in  iheir  reach,  for  injuriea  which 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  redressed.  Dishoiiorw 
abte,  because,  in  pem&itting  another  Power  to  wieat 
from  them  that  indepnity,  their  inaclivity  and  acqni- 
escenoa  coald  onW  be  imputed  .to  unworthy  mottwa. 
Situated  as  East  Florida  is,  cut  off  from  the  other  poe- 
sessidns  of  Spain,  and  surrounded  in  a  great  measoee 
'by  the  territory  of  the  United  Statea,>and  having  also 
an  important  boariiig  on  their  commerce,  no  other 
Ppwer  oqiuld  think  of  taking  possession  oC  it,  with  other 
thain  hostife  Siews''  to  them.  Nor  could,  any  other 
Power  take  ^ssession  of.it  .without  eodax^ering  their 
prosperity  and  best  interests. 

-The  United  SUtos  have  toot  been  Ignorant  or  ins^- 
tentive  to  what  has  beeA  agiteted  in  Europe,  al  diffex^ 
ent  periods,  since  the  commencement/of  the  preeent 
war,  in  regard  to  the  Spimisk  provinces  in  this  Jiemia- 
phere';.  nor  have  they  heea  unmindful  of  .the  conse- 
qnencea  into^ which  the  disordets  of  Spain  might  lead, 
in  regard  to  the  proyinoes  in  question,  without  nine 
care  to  prevent  it:  They  have  be^n  .  persuaded  that 
remissness,  on  their  part,  might  Inirito  the.dangor,  if 
irhad  not  already  do^e  it,  whiel\^  it  .is  so  mi^ch  their 
iiiterest  ei|d  desire  to  ptevent.  Deeply  impressed  with, 
these  consideration,  and  anxtowmjrhile  they  nc^uattad 
themselves  to  the  >ust.claimB  of  tleeir  conetit^ants»  to 
preserve  friendship  with  other  Paw/ora^  tha  subject  was 
bron^  before  the  Congress  at  -ita  last  .see4ont  when 
an  act  was.  fussed  Authorizing  tfaa  BxecuiiTe  to  aoeept' 
possession  of  East 'Florida  from  the  local  ^uthoritMo, 
dr  to*  take  it  against' the  ^attempt  of  a  foreign  Power  to 
occupy  it,^  iioiding  it  in  either  ease  siibject  .to  fritore 
and  friendly  negotiation.  This  .act,  therefore,  evincaa 
the  just  and  amicable  vaws  bjrwhich  the  United  States 
have  been  governed  towards  Spain,'in  the  meaauve  an* 
thorized  by  it.  Our  Ministers  at. London  and  Paris 
werar  immediately  apprised  of  the  act,  and  iBBtructed 
to  ooaununieste  the  purport  of  it  to  both*  (Sbvernmanto, 
and  to  explain,  at  the  same  tima^  in  the  mopt  friendly 
manner,  the  motives  which  led  to  it.  The  President 
could  not  doubt  thM  such  an  explanation  would  give 
all  the-satisfrustion  that  was  inteiMed  by  dt;  By  a  late 
letter  from  the  Amariaan  Charg^  d'Affaitaa  i^t  L^n-. 
don,  I  observe  that  this  explanation  was  made  to  your 
Oovernmqnt  in  the  mobth  of  — i—-  laaU  -That  it  wps , 
not  sooner  made  waa  owing  to  the  *  departure  of  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of-  the  United  Statea  before 
the  instrnction  was  received. ' 

I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that  you  will  see,  id  this  view 
of  the  suliject,  very  strong  proof  of  the  just  and  amica- 
'Ue  disposition  osf  the  United  States  towards  Spain,  of 
which  I  treated  in  the  conforence  to  which  you  have 
alluded.  The  same' disposition  still  exists,  but  it  must 
be  understood  tha£  it  aannot  be  indulged  longer  than 
may  cooiport  with  the  saiety  as  well  as  with  the  rights 
and.  honor  of  the  natiouk  I-  have  the  honor -to  be,  £c. 

JAS.  MONROE.    . 
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VOVBVQSH  REIiATrONe. 

The  order  bf  the  day  beiog  called  for,  the 
Sp&aker  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  oq  the  right  of  the  Cliair  was  eotitled  to 
the  floor.  '  '    . 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  aiiy  othergeDtlemad 
had  any  obseryatioos  to  make  6a  the  questioa,  he 
would  feel  obliged  to  him  if  be  would  offer,  tbem 

•  then ;  as  he  was  much  exhausted  by  the  fatigues 
of  the  moromg,aDd  would  be  gladof  a  littl&traie 
to  recruit  his  wasled'streogth  and  spirits. 

After  a  considerable  pause — no  geBtleoaan  hav- 
ing manifested  a  dis|iositibQ  to  speak,     - 

Mr.  Randolph  rose.  He  expressed  his  sensa 
of  the  motive  which  had  iqdoced  the  geatleman 
from  Tannessee  (Mr.  GtetiiiDT)  to  move  ihe  ad- 
jouinment,  yesterday,  and  of  the  politeness  of  the 
House  in  granting  ft ;  at  thesame  tirae^eclaring 
that  in  poictt  of  fact  he  had  Httle  cause  to  be  thitnk- 
ful  forihe'fliiror,  well  intended  as  he  knew  it  to 
bave  been-^ioce  he  fi^lt. himself  ^en  less  capa- 
l)Ie  of  proceeding  with  his  argument,,than  he  had 
been  bn  the  preceding  day. 

It  was  a  question,  as.  it  had  been  presented  to 
the  House,  of  peace  or  war.  In  that  l^ght  it  b|UI 
been  argued ;  in  no  other  light  could  he  consider 
it,  after  the  declarations  made  by  members  of  the 
Cooimittee  of  Foreign  Relations.  Without  in- 
tending any  disrespect  to  the  Cbairrbe  must  be 
peripiited  to  say,  tjiat  iif  the  ileci.siob .  yesterday 
was  correct,  ^  That  it  was  not  4tt  order  to  ad- 
▼aoce  an y  argumopta  against  the  resohitioo ,  drawn 
from  topics  before  oth^r  committees  of  the  House,?' 
the  whole  debate,  nay,  «tie  reoor^  itself  o»  which 
they  Were  acting^  was  disotderiy  r  since  the  in- 
crease of  the  military  force  was  a  subject  at  that 
tiiQC  in  agitation  bv  the  select  committee  raised 
on  that  l^anch  of  the  President's  Message.  But 
it  was  impossible  that  the  discussion  pf  a  question 

.  1)road  as  tne  wide  oceaii  of  our  foreign  concerns— 
involving  every  eonsiderjition.of  interest,  of  right, 
of  happiness  and  of  safety  at  hothe — touchiiig,  in 
every  pointy  all  that  was  dear, to  freemen,  *^  their 
lives,  their. fortunes.  And  their  sajcred  honor!"— 7 
could  be  tied  down  by  the  narrow  rules  of  tech- 
nical jbutioe.  The  Oommictee  of  Foreign  Reia^ 
tions  had  indeed  dteided  that  theaub^eet  of  arm- 
iof  the  mill tk  (which  he  had  pressed  apqn  them 
as  indispensable  to  the  public  seeurity)  did  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  their  aathoilty.  On 
what  ground,  he  had  been  atid  still  .was  unable  to 
see,  they  haia  jfelt  themselves  authorized  (When 
that  subject  was  before  another  committee)  to 
recommend  ^the  Haising  of  standing  armi^Sj  with 
a  view  (as  had  been  declared)  of  immediate 

-  war^a  war  not  of  defence,  but  of  conquest,  of 
aggrandizement,  of  ambition;  a  war  foreign  to  the 
interei)t  of  this  country,  to'  the  interests  of  hu- 
manity Itself; 

He  knew  not  how  gentlemen,  calling  thea>- 
selves  Republicans,  could  advocate  such  a  war. 
What  was  their  doctrine  in  179S-9,  when  the 
command  of  the  army — that  highest  of  all  pos- 
sible trusts  in  any  Government,  m  the  form  what 
it  piay — was  reposed  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father 
of  his  Count/y^  the  sanctuary  of  a  nation's  love, 


the  only  hope  that  never  came  in  vain  I  When 
otiier  worth ite  of  the  Revolution — Hamilton^ 
Pinckney,  and  the  younger  Washington — men  01 
fried  patriotism,  of  approved  conduct  and  valor, 
of  uortarnished  hooof.  held  subordinate  commaiid 
under  him!*  Republicans  were  then  unwilling 
to  trust  a  standing  arthy,  even  to  his  hands  who 
had  given  proof  that  he  was  above  all  human 
temptation.  .  Where  .now  is  the  Revolutionary 
hero  to  whom  you  are  about  to  confide  this  sa- 
cred tf  ust  ?  To  whom  will  you  confide  the  charge 
of  leading  the  flower  of  6\xt  vouth  to  the  Heights 
of  Abraham  7  Will  you  find  him  in  the  person  of 
an  acquitted  felon?  .  Wh)it!  then  you  were  un- 
willing to  vqto  an  army  where  sucb  men  as  had 
been  named  held  high  coromapd !  when  Wash- 
iNOTON  himself  was  at  th?  head— did  you  then 
show  such  reluctaincc^  feel  such  scruples;  and  art 
you  now,  nothing  loth,  fearless  of  every  conae- 
quence)  Wilk  ypo  say  that  your  provocations 
wer^  less. then  than  now?  .  When  your  direct 
cogimerce  was  interdicted—your  Ambassadors 
booted  with  derision  from  the  French  Court— 
tribute  demanded**actual  war  waged  upon  yon! 

.Those  who  op|N>sed  the  army  then,  were  in- 
deed denolineed  as  the  partisans  of  France;  as 
the  same  men— some  of  tb^m  at  least— are  now 
held  up  as  the  advocates  of  England ;  those  firm 
and  undeviaviog  Republicans,  who  thea  dared, 
and  now  dare,  to  cl^og  to  the  ark  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  defend  it  even  at  tjie  expense  of  their 
fame,  rather  than  surrender  thjemselves  to  the 
wild  projects  of  mad  ambitiQU !  .There  was  a  fa- 
tality attending  plenitude  of  pgwer.  Soon.or  late, 
some  maqia  seizes  upon  its  possessors — they  fall 
from  the  dizzy  height  through  the  giddiness  of 
their  own  heads.  Like  a  vast  estate,  heaped  up 
by  the  labor  and  industry  of  one  mao^  which  sel- 
dom survives  the  tbiiti  generation— power,  gained 
by  patient  assiduitv,''by  a  faithful  and  risgolar  dis- 
charge of  itit  attendant  duties^  soon  gets  above  ita 
owA.  origin.  Intoxicated  with  their  own  great- 
ness the  Federal  party  fell.  Will  nor  the  sama 
causes  produoa.tbe  aameeffecu  now,  as  ihea? 
Sir,  you  may  jaiae  this  army»  ybu.may  iHiUd  uf 
(his  vast  struolurao/  patronage,  this  mighty  ap* 
pacatus  of  favoritism ;  but— »-'  lay  not  the  flatter* 
ing  anation  to  your  souis"«i-you  wilt  never  live 
to  enjoy  the  suee^ssioti.  Youjsign  your  political 
denth  warrant.  .    '  ^      , 

Mr.  R.  here  adverted  to  the  provoeation  to 
hostilities,  from  shutting  ap  the  Mississippi  by 
Spaitt  in  1803-rbut  more  fully  to  the  conduct 
.of  the  House  in  1805-6,  under  the  strongest  of 
all  Imaginable  pro  vocatites  to  war ;  the  actual  in- 
vasion of  our  country.  He  read  various  passages 
from  the  President's  public  Message  of  Decempef 
8,  1806.  .  • 

**  Onr  coasto'  have  been  infc^d  and  our  harboia 
watched  by  private  ahned  vessels ;  some  of  them  with- 
out commissionf,  some  with  illegal  commissions,  others 
with  those  of  legal  form,  but  committing. ads  beyond 
the  authority  of  their  commissions."  [These  Mr  IL 
stated  to  have  been  Spanish  and  French  sorsairs,  fitted 
out  chiefly  in  (he  western  ports  of  Cuba— the  English 
cruisers  complained  of  in  the  same  Message,  having 
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regular  camminiona  and  oanying  their  prizes  into  port 
for  adjufiication.]  *<  They  have  captured  in  .the  very 
entrance  of  our  harbon,  as  well  as  on  the  high  meta^ 
not  only  the  veaeels  of  our  friends  coming  to  t^ade  with 
U8,  but  our^  own  also.  .  They  .have  carried  them  off 
under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication,  but  not  daring 
to  approach  a  court  of  justide,  t^ey  have  plundered  and 
8unk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure  places,  where 
no  evidence  oould  arise  against  them ;  maltreated  the 
erewS)  and  abandoned^  them  in  the  open  sea,  or  en'de? 
eert  shores/  without-  food  or  covering."        . 

*'With  Spain  our  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of 
differences  have  not  had  a  iatisfactory  issue.  Spolia-! 
tions  during  the  former  war,  for  which  she  had  form- 
ally acknowledged  herself  responsible,  have  been  re- 
fused to  be  compensated  but' on  con3Ki6n&  affecting 
other  claims,"  [those  for  French  epohations  carried 
imto  Spanish  ports,]'  **tn  no  wim  connected  with 
them.  Yet  the  same  praetices  ere  inenewed  inthe 
present  w^r,  and  are  already  of  ^reat  ateount.  "Oh 
the  Mobile,  our  eommerc^  PMsiag  through  that  rivet, 
continues  to  be  o&structea'by  arbitrary  duliesy  an^ 
▼exatioiia  searcKea^  Pidpositiom  jfor  adjustinfg  ajni* 
cably  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  have  not  been  ac« 
ceded  to.  •  While,  however,  the  right  is  unsetded,  wie 
have  avoided  changing  the  state  of  things,  by  taking 
new  posts  or  strengthening  ^ourselves  in  the  disputed 
territories,  in  thjD  hope  that  the  other  Power  would 
not,  by  a  contrary  conduct>  oblige  us  to  meet  their  ej,-* 
ample,  and  endanger  conflicts  of  authority,  the  issue 
of  which  may  not  be  easily  controlled.  But  in  this 
hope  we  have  now  reason  to  lessen  our  confidence. 
Inroads  have  been  recently  mad^  into  the  Territories 
of  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi.''  [Bourbon  county, 
part  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  of  the  good  old  thirteen 
States  T]  «  Our  citisens  have  been  seized,  and  dieir 
propertv  plundered,  in  the  "very  poHa  of  the  former 
which  had  been  actually  delivered-  up  by  SpAin;  and 
this  by  the  regular  dflleers  and  soldinrtof  that  Gov- 
emmenli  I  have,' therefore,  found  it  necessary  th 
give,  orders  to'  ovtx  troops  oA  that-  frontier,  to  be  in 
readinees  to  proiect  our  citizens,  'and  repel  by  anas 
any  atmilar  aggression*  in  future*''  / 

Mr.  R.  said,  that,  on  the  6rti  of  Deceraber, 
(three  days  afterwards)  a  aeeret  Message  was 
deceived  from  tb«  President,  whiob  was.referr<$d 
t(»  a  cemmittep  of  which  it  was  hie  fate  to  W 
Obairmaji.  lis  coia|»leKion  might  be'gatherajit 
from  the  reoort  upon  it,  for  the  Message  itself  is 
aoeiosercetf  ia  thfO  secrti  Jovrnal;  ^iaCe  ordered 
ta  be  ptii<M.    He  read  the  report: 

«  The  committee  have  beheld,  With  just  indignation, 
the  hoetib  spirit  maniAtotad  by  the  Court  of  Madrid 
lewards  the  QoVeramenI  of  the  United  States,  in.  with- 
botding  the  ratification  of  its  contfention  with  as»  al* 
tbongh  signed  by  itf  own  Minister,  under  the  eye  of, 
bis  Sovereign,  ttiUees  with  alterations  of  its  terms,  af- 
focting  claims  of  the  United  Statei^  which,  by  the  exo 
press  conditions  of  the  instrument  itself,  were  reverted 
for  future  discussion ;  in  piratical  depredationo  upon 
our  fair  commerce )  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
the  Mobile ;  in  refusing  to  come  to  anV  fkir  and  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  the  boundaries  of  Iiotaiuana;  and- 
in  a  daring  violation,  by  persons  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  Spain,  and,  no  doubt,  apprized  of  her  senti- 
ments and  views*  of  our  undisputed  limits,  which  she 
bad  solemnly  recognised  by  her  treaty. 

"  To  a  Gtovemment  baving  interests  distinct  from 


those  of  its  people,  and  disregarding  4beir  wel£ire, 
hero  is  ample  cause  for  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  such,  did, they  obey 
.the  impulse  of  their  feijling  alone,  is  the  course  which 
the  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend :  but 
to  a  Government  identified  with  the  sitizens,  too  for 
removed  from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  ear^  for  its 
safety  to  be  endangered  by  their  ^lostHlty,  pesce  must 
always  be  deshrsble,  bo  long  as 'it  is  compatible  with 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  community.  ^ 

^  Whilst  the  United  States'  continue  burdened  with 
a  debt  wht^  annually  absorbs  two-thirds  of  their  rev- 
ennsi  and  duties  upon  Imports  constifule  the  only  lo- 
seurce  from  which  that  reventie  csa  be  raiaed,  withont 
resor^inig  jU>  syatems  of  tsiation  not  mbit  rninous  and 
oppressive  thin  they  sre  uncertain  aad  pneariousttbe 
best  interesto  of  the  Union  ciy  ahrad  for  peace.  When 
that  debt  shall,  lave  been  discharged,  and  tbnasoniDss 
of  the  nation  thereby  liberated,  then  may'we  ratiooafly 
expect  to  raise,  eyeu  in  time  of  war,  the  supplies  whi^ 
our  frugal  institutions  require*  without  recurring  to 
the  hateful,  destructive  expedient  of  loans.:  then,  snd 
not  till  then,  may  We  bid  defiance  to  the  world.  The 
present  moment  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great 
an^  desirable  work.  Now,  If  ever,  the  national  debt 
is  to  be  paid  by  such  financial  arrangements  aa  will 
accelerate  its  extinction,  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of 
neutrality,  and  thus  prdvidmg  for  that  diminution  of 
revefaue  which  experience  teaches  us  to  expect  on  the 
gsner'4  i^acification  of  Europe.  And  the  committee 
indulge  a  bope^  that,  in  the  chahged«  aspect  of  aifiiirs 
in.that  quarter,  Spain  will.find  n^otives  for  a -just  ftdfil- 
WMit  of  her  stipulations  with  us,  and  an  aniiGable  set- 
tlement of  limits,  upon-tarms  not  m^nr  benefieia)  to  the 
United  States  Chan  advantageofis  to  hershl^  sscwing 
to  her  an  ^ai^  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexieo,  and  to 
us  the  countries  watered  by  the  MMsaippi,  and  to 
the  east^rard  of  it.  But,  whilst  the  committee  peiceifo, 
in  the  general  uproar  of  £furope,  a  state  of  tidngs  p*> 
cttlkriy  favorable  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  df  our  best' 
interests,  Ihey  are  neither  insenijble  to-  the  indignity 
which  has  been  ofieied  on  the  part  'of  Spaln«  nor  un« 
willing  to  repel  sim^ar  outrage. .  On  the  subject  of 
self  defence,  when  the  Territory  of  the  IJnited  States 
is  insult^,  4here  can  be,  but  due  opinion,  whatever 
differenoes  may  exist  on  the  question,-  whether  that 
protection  which  a  vessel  finds  In  our  harbors,  shsll 
be  extended  to  her,  by  the  natidn,  in  the  Indllan  or 
Ol^eseseas.  Under  this  impression  the  ooamiittee 
submit  the  folkMng  resolution;  the  annexed  letter 
from  thnSecrstaiy  of  .Whr  wiU  oxplain  why  it  is  not 
more  esplidt;  ■'   * 

«  Aeso&e(f,'That  such  number  of  trooptf  (not  exceed- 
ing   y  as  the  President  of  the  United  Statee  shall 

deem  i^fficient  to  protect  the  Southern  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  from  Spanish,  inroads  and  insult,  snd 
to  dias6se  th^  samo,  be  iafmediately  nised." 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
frontier,  at  that  time  iasuUed,  had  alone  induced 
the  committee  to  reeomtnend  the  raising  of  reg- 
ular troops.  It  was  too'  remote,  from  Uie  pop- 
ulation or  the  country  for  the  militia  to  acL  in 
repelliaj^  and  chastising  Spanish  incursion.  New 
Orleans  and  its  dependencies  were  separated  by 
a  Vast  extent  of  ifirilderness  from  tha  settlemenu 
of  the  old  United  States;  filled  with  a  disloyal 
aofl  torbulenl  people,  alien  to  our  institutions, 
language,  and  manners;  and  disafifected  towards 
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our  Qovernarent*  Little  relumoe  coald  be  placed 
upon  there,  and  it  was  prtatn/tbat  if  *'it  was  tfare 
intention  of  8pain  to^advance  op  our  possessidns 
until  she  should  be  repqlsed  by -an  opposing  foroe^" 
ttuit  Torce  must  be  a  regutlar  .army,  unless  w^ 
were  disposed  tb  abandon  All  the  cp  an  try  south 
of  Teon^seel  That  'if  '^  the  protection  of  our^ 
citizens  and  the  spirit  and  the  honor t)f  our  cpan^ 
fry  required  that  force  should  be*  interposed," 
nothing,  remained  but  for4he  Legislature  ro^^nt 
tli'e  only  practicable  means,  <or  to  shjrinic  frgm  the 
most,  sacred  of  all  Us  dulies-***U>  abandtw  the  soil 
and  its  iababitants  to  che,tendtt  mercy  -of  hdstile 
invaders.  *  ,     'r 

Yet  (his -report,  moderate a»  it  wjis,  had  be^n 
deemed  of  tod  stfoog  a  ii^racter  by  tfae  Hoitse. 
It  was  rejected :  and,  art  the  motio^  of  a  gentleman 
,  from  Massachusetts, -(Mr,  Eidwell,)— who  had 
aintre  taken  a  gilpat  fancy  also^  to*  Canada;  and 
marched  cff  thither,  in  advance  of  the-CoDimt^ 
tee  of  F6ceigo  RelatloasT-'^  92,0tK),000  were  Ap- 
propriated toward,'*  (not  in  full  of)  *'any  ez'trlb- 
'  ordinary  expense  wJiieh  idi^t,  he  inci^rr^d  ia 
'  the  intercourse  .b^tv^een  the  United  'States  and 


of  any  fbuodation^  .beyond  mere  surMise  and  sus- 
picion. ^What  would  be  thought,  if,  without  any 
proof  wfaatsoeirer,  a  member  should  rise  in ,  his 
|>lace  and  tell  us,  that,  the  massacre  in  Savaniinah, 
a  massacre  perpetrated  by  civilized  savages,  with 
French  edmmissionsin  their  pockets,  was  excited 
by  (he  French  Gorernment  ?  -  There  was  an  easy 
and. natural  sulution  of  the  late  tran^aietton  on  the 
Wabash,  in  the,  well  known  character. of  the  ab- 
original sarage'of  North  America,  wit]hout  rebort- 
iug  to  aqy  8«ic)i  mere  conjectural:  estimate.  He 
was  sorry  to«ay  that  fpr  this  signal  .calamity  and 
disgrace  the  Hi>ase  was,  in  part,  at.  (east,  answ.er- 
able.  Session  after  session.,  tb^ir  table  .had  been 
•piled  up  with  Indian  tfeaties,  for  whicb  the  ap- 
propriations liad  *been  Voted  as  a  |natterof  course, 
without  examibation.  '  Adyaniage  had  been  taken 
of  the  spirit  of  the  Indians,  broken  •  by  the  war 
which  ended  in  the  Treaty  df  Ghreenv^ille.  Under 
the  ascendancy^  then  'acquired  over  them,  they 
had  been  pent  Sip  by  subsequent  I  rent  ies  into 
neoks,. straightened  in  their  quarters  by  a  Mind 
cupidity,  jieeking'  to  exting[uish,  their  ttlie  to  im* 
raetute  wildemesces,  for  which,  (possessing,  as  we 


'  foreign  natioo9:^'  in  other  words,  to  buyofi^  at    da  'already,  more  iah\i  than  we  can  sell  o^  aise) 


Paris,  Spanish  ^gmssions  at' home. 

Was  this /act  given  in  evid.enc^  of  our  impar- 
tiality toVards  the  belligerents  f— vthat  to  the  in^ 
vults  aod  injuries  and  lactual  i&vasfon.  of  one  of 
them  we  opposed  not  btiliits,  b.ut  dollars  $  that  to 
Spanish, invasion  we  opposed  moqey,  whilst  fpr 
Bfltiidi  aggression  on  the  high  seas  we  had  firms ; 
offensive  'war  7  -  But  Spain  was  then  shielded,  as 
w<eU  a9  instigated^  by  a  greater  Power.  lieaee' 
oar  re9pect  for  her.  Had  we  at  that' time jicted 
as  we  ought  to-  have  JoUe  in  defence  of  rights,  of 
the^flala^  BcUim  itself^.we  should  ("be  fdlt  cqnh- 
dei^t^  have  avoided  that  series  of  insult,  disgrace, 
«9d  injfiry,  whic{k  had  been  ppured  out  upon  Us 
in  long  unhroken  succession.  'We  would  not 
thcQ  raisp.a  small  regular  .-force  for  a  country 
wh^re  the  milUia>  could  not  act,  to  ileiend  pur 
own  l^errilOry ;  now,  we  are.  witting  to  levy  a 
l^eat  army,  for  great  it  mu^t  .be,  to  accomplish 
the-  proposed .  object,  fot'  a  war  of  co'irqUest  and 
mmbition — «ii^d  th)9)  too,  ax  the;  very  eptrance  of 
the  "  Northern  Hive,"  of  the  strongest  part  of  the 
Uoion*  ,.'  • .  • 

An  insinuation  had.  fallen  froqs  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.GRUNDT,)  thfit  the  late 
nia'ssacre  of  our  brethren  on  i he.  Wabash  had  been 
inatifated  by  the  British  Qoverpraeat.  Has  the 
President  given  any  such  information  ?  has  the 
f en tlemao.  received  ^ny  sunh,  .even  info^maUy, 
from ^ any  officer  of  this  Oovermnent?  Is  it's^ 
believed  by  the  Adijunistratioa  1  He  had  cause 
to. think  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact;  thaVsvibb 
was  Dlok  their  opinion.  This  instnaatio'^  was  of 
the  grossest  kind-rA  presumption  the  most  rash, 
thC'^naest  uQJustifiable«  Slhow  but  good  ground 
for  it,  he  would  give  up  the  questional  the  thres- 
hold— he  was  ready  to  marcj^  to  Canada..  It  was 
indeed  well  calculated. to  excite  the  feelings  of 
the  Western  people  particularly,  who  were  not 
quite  so  tenderly  attached* to  our  red  brethren  as 
aome  modern  philosophers ;  but  it  was  destitute , 


wje  shall  not  have  occasion,  fpr  half  a  century  to 
oom^  it  was  our  own  thirst  for  territory,  our 
own  want  of  moderation,  4hat  had  driven  these 
sods  of  n^torf  to  desperation,  of  which  we  felt  the 
-Effects./ 

Mr.  R.,  although  .not  persobally  acquainted 
^ith  the  late  Colonel  Daviess,  felt,  he  was  per- 
suaded, as  deep*,  ao'd  sehouA,  regret  for  his  loss 
as  the.  gentleman  from  Tennessee  hi  maeif.  «He 
knew  him.  only  throngh  the  representation  of 
a  friend- of* the  deceased. (Mr.  R-owan)  somethoe 
•a  mehiber  of  that  House  \  a  man,  who,  for  native 
force  of  intellect,  manliness  of  cha'mpter,  and  high 
sense  of  hpnor^  was  not  inferior  to  any  that  had 
ever  sat  there.  With  him  heeyro>a(|iizcd  in  the 
severest  calamity  that  could  beAill  a  mani  of  his 
cast  <^f.  chairactec.  Wbuld  to  God  they  wet«  ■ 
both  then  on  the  floor  1 '  ti'rom  bis  personal  kneifvU 
edge,  of  the  one,  he  felt  confident,  that  he  wouid 
have*  his  support— and  he  beHeved  (judging  of 
him  from  the ,  representatioR  of  their  oompkoa 
friend)  of  the  other  aho;  • 

He  cduld  but  smile  at  the.  liberality  of  the  gen- 
xlemao,  in  gi  vine  Canada  to  Flew  York,  in  order  .to 
strengtheii  the  Northern  balance  of  power,  whilte 
B^  the  same  time  heforwame^herthat  the  We«^. 
ei^h  scale  miist' preponderate,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
could  idmost' fancy  thMt  he,  saw  tb^  Capitol  in 
motion  towards  the  falls  of  Ohio-*after  a  short 
sojourn  taking  its  fliglit  ,to  the  Mississippi,  and 
finaUy  alighting  on  Uarien ;  which,  when  the 
geatieman^S' dreamt  are  realized,  will  be  a  most 
eligible  seat  of  QDVernmeqtforthenew  Republic 
(or  Bmpire)  of  the  two  Americas !  But  it  seeme4 
that  "^in  1808  We  talked  and  acted  foolishly,"  ibnd 
to  give  some  'c9lor  of  consistency  to  that  folly. 
we  must  now  commit  a  greater.  Really  he  could 
noi  conceive  of  a  weaker  reason  offered  in  sup- 
port of  a  present  measure,  than  the  jiustification 
of^a  former  folly.  He  hoped  we  should  act  a 
wiser  jNirt— lake  wammg  by  our  folUea,  since  we 
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had  become  seasible  of  rhem,  and  resoWe  lo  talk 
aod  act  faolisbly  no  more.  It  was  indeed  high 
time  tu  give  over  such  preposterous  laagjiage  aod 
proceedings. 

ThJs  war  of  cooqaes;,  a  war  for  the  acquisition 
of  territory  and  subjects,  is  to  be  H  new  coumen- 
Uiry  on  the  doctrine  that  Republics  are  destitute 
of  ambitioQ«— that  they  are  addicted- to  peaoe, 
wedded  to  the  happiness  an4*  safety  of  the  great 
body  of  their  peopk.  'But  it  seen:i:$  this  is  to  be  a 
holiday  campaign — there  is  to  be  no  e;Bpense  of 
blood,  or  treasure,  on  our  part-r-Canada  is  to  con- 
quer herself— she  is' to  be  subdued  by^  the  princi- 
ples of  frateroity.  The  people  of  that  country 
are  first  to  be  seduced  from  their  aUegiaoce,  an'd 
converted  into  traitors,  as'prepariTtory  to  the  mak- 
ing them  good  citizens.  Althouglr  he  musrae-' 
knowledge  that  some  of  our  flaming  patriots  were 
thus  manufactured,  he  did' not  think  the  process 
WQold  hold  good  with  a  whote  comtnunity.  i  It 
was  a 'dangerous  experiment..  We  were  to  ^e«> 
ceed  in  the  French  ni'ode  by  lh«  system  of  fratec- 
Bizaiioo^T-all  is  FretfehJ  but  how  drei^dfully  it 
might  be  retorted  on  the  Southern  and  Western 
,  sUYe))olding  States.  He  detested  thi*  suborni^ 
'*  tion  of  treason.  No — if  he  must  hare  them,  let 
them  f^U  by  the  valor  of  our  arms,  by  fair;  fegiti- 
mate  conquest ;  not  become  the  viciims  of  treach- 
erous sedkitf  tion.  -  -^ 

He  was  not  surprised  at  the  war  spirit,  which 
WAS  manifesting  itself  in.  gentlemen'  from  the. 
South.  In  the  year  1805-^  in  a  struggle. for  the 
carrying  trade  of  belligerent  coioaial  produce,  this 
country  had. been  mpstiiawisely  brought  into  col- 
lision  wrih  the  greAt  Powers  of  Europe.  By  a 
series  of  most  impolitic  ai^d  ruinous  measures,  ut- 
terly inc(/mpvehensible  to  every  rational,  sorber- 
minded'raan,.the  Southern  plantei^,  by  their  own 
Totes,  had  succeeded  in  knockingoiown  the  price 
of  cotton  tor  seven  cenis,  and  of  tobacco  (a  few 
choice  crops  excepted)  to  nothii)g-^aiid  in  raising 
the  price  of  blankets,  (of  which  a  few  wodid  not, 
bf  «mis8  in  a  Canadian  campaign,}  coarse  wool- 
lens, and  every  arti4:le  of  first  nieeessity,  three  or 
four  hqndred  per  cent.  Aod'oow  that^  l»y  o|U  own ' 
acts,  we  hftve  brought  ourselves  joto  this,  unprer 
cedented  condition,  We  oiust  get  oilit  of  it  in  any 
way,  but  by  ah  acknowledgement  of  our  own 
want  of  wisdom  and  forecast,  -fiut  js  w^r-  thie 
true  remedy  ?  Who  will  profit  b?  it  ?  SpecuU' 
tutfi-^a  few  lucky  merchaats,  who  draw  prises 
in  the  lottery — commissaries  and  contractdcs. 
Who  pMist  suffer  by  it  1  The  people,  k  is  their 
blood,  th^ir  taxes,  that  must  flow  to  support  it. , 

But  gentlemen  avowed  that  they. would  not  go 
to  war  for  the* carrying  trade — that  is,  for  any 
other  but  the  direct  expoctand  import  trade— that 
which  carries  our  native  pcoducU  abroad,  and 
brings  back  the  return  cargo ;  and  yet  they  stickle 
for  oilir  commercial  rights,  and  will  gd  to  war  for 
them !  He  wished  to  know,  in  point  of  principle, 
what  difference  gentlemen  could  point  out  be- 
tween the  abandonment  of  this*  or. of  that  mari- 
time right  1  Do  gentlemen  assume  the  lofty  port 
and  tone  of  chivalrous  redressors  pf  maritime 
wrongs,  and  declare  their  leadincH  to  surrender 


every,  other  maritime  right,  provided  t^ey  may 
remain  unmolested  in  the  exercise  of  the  humble 
privilege  of  carrying  their  own  produce  abroad, 
and  bunging  back  a  return  cargo?    Do  you  make 

^  Ibis  declatatiqn  to  the  enemy  at  the  outset  ?  Do 
you  stat^  the  minimum  with  which  you  will  be 
contented,,  aod  put  it  ih  her  power  to  close  with 
yogr  proposals  at  her  option ;  give  her  the  basis 
of  a  treaty  ruinous  and  disgraceful  bey.oDd  exam- 
ple and  expreasioji  1  and  this  too  after  having 
turned  up  yo.tfr  noses.in  disdain  ^  th^  treaties  of 

,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Monroe !  Will  yeu  say  to  Eog- 
land,  ^'  end  th^  war  whe/i  you  please,  give  us  the 
direct  trade  in  our  own  produce,  we  are  content  ?" 
But  what  will  the  mejroha^nts  of  Salem, ^d  Bos- 
ton, and'New  York,  att4  Philadelphia,  «nd  Balti- 
more, the  tAen  of  Marblehead  and  Cape  Cod,  say 
to  this  !>  Will  they  jot ti  ^n  a, war  professing  to  have 
for  its  object  what  the]^  would  insider  (and  justly 
too)  as  the  sacrifice  of  iheir  maritime  rights,  yet 
affecting  to  be  a  war  for  the  protection  of  com- 
iaerce  ? 

He  was  gratified  to  find  geatlem^n  acknowledg- 
ing the.deinoralizing  and  destructive  consequen- 
ces of  the  non-ioiportation  law^-confessing  the 
truth  of  all  that  its  opponents  foretold  wtien  it  was 
enacted.^  And  will  yon  plunge  yourselves  in  war, 
because  you  have  passed  a  fooli^  and  ruinous 
law,  and  are  ashamed  to  repeal  it?  ^But  our 
good  friend  the  French  Emperor  stands  in  the 
way  ofus  repeal,*'  and  as  we  cannot  go  too  far 
in  making  sacrifices  to'him,'whohas  given  such 
dem9nstraiibn  of  his  love  for  the  Americans,  we 
must,'  in  ppini  of  fact,  become  parties  to  his  war. 
**  WhD  can  be  so  cruel  as  to  refuse  him  this  faTorf  * 
His  imagination  shrunk  froth  the  miseries  of 
such  a  connexion;  •  He  called  upon  th^  Hoase  to 
reflect  Whether  they. were. not  about ^o  abandon 
all  reclamsKion  Tot  the  unparalleled  outrages,  ^  ia- 
stihs  and'  injuries"  of  the  French  Government, 
to  give  .up  our  claim  for  plundered  millions ;  and 
asked  what  rej[Miration  or  atonement  they  could 
expect  lb  obtain' in  hours  of  future  dalliafice,  af- 
ter they  should  have  made  a  tender  of  their  per- 
>son  to  this  ^gjeat  ileflowerer  of  the  virginity  of 
republics.'  We  had  by  our  own  wise -(he  would 
not  say  wise-cere)  measures,  so  increased  the 
trade  and  wealth  of  Montreal  and  Gluebec,  that 
at  last  we  be^n  to  cast  a  wistful  e]re  at  Canada. 
Having  done  so  much  towards  its  improvement 
ty  the  exercise -of  "  oar  restrictive  energies,"  we 
began  to  thhik  the  labiSrer  worthy  of  his  hire,  and 
to  put  in  claim  for  our  portion.  Siropoee  it  oars, 
are  we  any  nearer  to  our  |>ointt  As  hir  Minis- 
ter said  to  the  King  of  Kpirus,  ^  may^we  not  as 
well  take'  our  bottle  of  wine  before  as  after  this 
exploit?"  Go!  march  to  Canada  1  leave  the 
broad  bosom  of  the  Chesapeake  and  her  hundred 
tributary  rivers— the  whole  line  of  seacoast  from 
Machias  lo  St.  Mary%  unprotected !  -  You  have 
taken  Quebec— have  you  conquered  England? 
Will  you  seek  for  the  deep*  foundations  of  her 
power  in  the  frozen  deserts  of  Labrador? 

•  *'  Her  msjTch  is  on  the  mountain  wave* 
Her  home  is  on  the  deep  I" 
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Will  yoacall  upon  her  to'Jeave  year  ports  aiKl 
harbors  untouched,  otly  just  fill  you  can  retura' 
from  Oatiada,  to  defend  .them  V'  The  eoast  is  to 
be  left  defeaceien,  whilst  men  of  the  interior  are 
reyelHug  in  conquest  aji'd  spoil.    iBot  grant  for  ;i, 
moment,  for  mere  argument's  sake,  that  hi  pan- 
ada you  touched  the  8m^wsK>f  her  strength,  instead 
of  removing  II  clog  upon  her  resources — an  en- 
eumbrance,  but  one,  which,  from  a  spirit  of  hon- 
or,.she  will  vigorously  defend.    In  wKai  sitqatiim' 
would  you  thenplftce  soreeof  the  best  men^ofthe- 
naiioo  f    As  Chatham  and  Burke,  ahd  the  whole- 
band  of  her  patriots,  prayed  for  her  defeat  in  1776, 

•  so  must  some^  of   the  truest .  friends  to'  their 
country  deprectite  the  success  of  our  ards  against] 
the  only  Powi^r  thax  bptds  in  check  t^e  arch- 
eneoay  of  ma.nl^ind.  .  ^  *     '    '/     .  •       * 

Mr.  R.  dechijed,  thatihe  col^mittee  bad  out- 
atripi^ed  the  Exeeqtive.  In  designating  thePowei; 
Bgaiost  whom  .this  force  was  to  be  employed^^-as 
had  most  uriadvisably  been^^ne  in  the  preamble' 
or  manifesto  wuh  whjeh  the  resolutiods  .were 
prefaced — (hey.  had  not  cqns'Uhed  the,  yiewsi  of 
the  Bzectttive;  thai  destination  wea  equivalent 

.  to  aii>  abandopm'ent  of  all  our 'claims  on.the  Freneh 
Government.    No  sooner  was  the  report  laid  on 

'the  table,  than  the  vultures  ^ere'^o^ing  round 
theiV  prey,  the  carcass  of  a  great  Military,  fi^stah- 
lishmeot— 'itken  of  trailed  reputation^  of  broken 
ibrtuoes  (if  they  ever  bad  any)  and  of  battered 
constitutions,  '^  choice  spirits,  tired  of  the  dull  pur- , 
8uit9  of  civil  i»fe,"'wefe  seeking  after  agencies  and 
commissions ;  willing  to 'doze  in  gross*  stupidity 
over  tlie  public  fite^  to  light  the  public  catidle  at 
both  ends.  Honorable  men,  uodouotedJy  there  w^r« 
r^ady  to  serve  their  country,  but  what  man  of 
spirit,  or  of  .self-respect,  woula  accept  a  cbmmis- 
Bioir  in  the  present  Army? 
■  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Qrundy) 
had  addressed  hitoself^  yesterday,  exclusiveljic  to 
the  "^  Eepdblicans  ofthis  House.''  Mr.  K.  kbew 
not  whether  be  might  ison&ider  himself  as  entitled 
to  aDy'part  of  the  benefit  of  the  hodoeabl^gedtie^ 
man's  disc6arse.  It  bel^ged  not,  however,' to' 
that  gentlemaot  to  decidie.  If  we  must  have  an 
exposition  of  the  doctrines  oF  Reptfhlicantsm,  he 
should  receive  it  from  the  fathers  of  the  charch, 
«md  not  from  the  junior , apprentices  of  the  law^ 
He  should  appeal  to  his  worthy  ffielids  from  Car-, 
olioa,'  (Messrs.  .MifcoN  and  STikNPdBD,)  **  men 
with:  whom*  he  bad-measured  hfs  strength,"  by 
whose  side  he  bad.  fought  duripg.  the  reign  of  ter- 
ror, for  it  was  indeed  aa  h6arK)f  ^coKuption^of 
oppressioor,  of  pollution.  It  was  not  at  all  to'  his 
tai»te,.  that  sort  of  Repiibfictinism  which  was  sop- 
ported  on  this  side  oi  the  Atlantic,  by  the  father 
of  the  sedition  law,  Johii  Adams,. and  by  Peter 
Porcupine  on  the  other.  Repjublici^niscn !  of  John 
Ad^iDs  !  and  Willi&m  Cobbett  t  Par  iuibHefirac 
trum,  now  united  as  in  1798,  whom'  th^  cruil  walh 
of  Newgate  alone  keep  fVom  flying  to  en^  other's 
embrace — but  whom,  in  sentiment,  it  is  infipos- 
sible  to  divide !  Oallant  crusaders  in  the  holy 
cause  of  Republicanism  !•  Such  "  Republicanism 
does  indeed  mean  anything  or  nothing." 

Oar  people  will  not  submit  to  be  taled  for  this 
12th  Con.  IstSsss.— 15 


Vair  of  cdn4uest  alnd  dominion.;  The  Govern- 
meiK  of  the'Utiired  Stages  was  not  calculated  to 
^ftge 'Offensive  foreign 'war— it  Was  instituted  for 
the  common  defiance  and  general  welfare:  and 
whosoever  should  embark' it  in- a  war  of  onedce, 
would  put  it  to  a  test  which  it-  was  by  no 
means  calcuiated  to, endure.  Make  it  out  that 
Qreat  Britain  had  instigated  the  Indians  on  the 
kite  octasioo,  and  he  was.  ready  for  battle ;  but 
ndt.fbr  dominion.  He.  wiis  unwiilitig,  however,  . 
.under  bre^nt  cirenrarstaivjpes,  to  take  Canada, "at 
the  rJsK  cvf  the  OotistitutiW*~to  embark  in  a  corn* 
mon  cause  with  France  and  be  dragged  at  the 
wheels  df  the 'car  of  son^e  Burr,  or  Bonaparte. 
i^oT  a-  i^entleban  from  ^  Tennessee' er  Qcnnes— 
see,  or  Lake-  Champlain,  there  may  he  some 
prospect  of  ad  van  tBg[e.'  Their  hemp  would  bear 
1^  gretit  price  by  the  ezctusidn  of  foreign  supply^ 
In" that  too  the  great  incrporters  were  deeply  inter- 
ested. The  upper  country  on 'the  Hudson  and 
the 'Laker  would  be  enr4ched  by  .the  supplies  for 
the  troops,  which  they  alone  could  furuisn.  They 
would  have  the  exel^sive  m^irket  ^  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  increased  preponderance  from 'the  ac* 
quii^jtioh  of  Cadada'and  that  section  of  the  Union, 
whicii  the  SqUthern  and  Western  States  had  al^ 
ready  Jelt  so  severely  in  the  apportionment  bill. 
•  Mr.  R-  adverted  to  ihe^  defenceless  state  of  oifr 
seaports,  and  particularJy  of  the  Chesapeake.  A 
single  spot  only,  qtrboth  sfhdres/might  be  consid- 
ered ift^tplertfbleieoority— from  the  nature  ol  the 
port  and  the  strength  of  the  poiyilation— and  that 
spot  uohappHy  governed  the  whole  State  of  Mary- 
land, His  friendjtheiate  Governor  of  Maryland, 
(IVir.  Llotd.)  at  the  very  time  he  was  briogine 
bis  warhke  resolutions  before  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  was,liable,  on  UnV  night,  X6  be  taken 
out  of  his  bed  and  carried  on  with  hi^  family,  by 
the  most  contemptible  picaroon.  &ueh  was  the 
situation  of  many  afftmily  itr  Maryland  an^d  Ibwer 
Vifgitfiii.  . 

Mr.  R.' dwelt  on  the. danger  arising  from.  the. 
black  populatloiyl  He  said  he  would  touch  this 
Subject  as  tenderly  as  possifc^e-^it'was  with  re^ 
luctance  that  he  touched  it  at'all — but  in  caisesof 
gfeat.'emergency,'the  State  physi<iian  must  not 
be  d^terreld^  by  a  sicklyj  hysterical  humanity, 
.from  probing/the  wound  of  his  patient— rh^  must 
not.  be  withheld  by  a  fasitidious  and  mistalseQ 
humanity  from  representing  his  true  sit uatkm  to 
hi^ friends,  or  even  to  tlus  sick  hian  himself,  where 
the  occasion  cdled  for'rt. '  What  was  ;the  situa- 
iion  of  the  slaveholding  States?  Daring  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  «o  fixed  were  their  habits 
of  sobordiqiatlQO,  th|t  when  the  whole  Southern 
jcountry  was  overrun  by  theene^y,  who  invited 
*tbeto  to  d^sert^  no  fear  was  ever  entertained  of 
an  insurrection  of  the  slares.  During  the  war  of 
seven  years)  with  ourrcouutry  in.  possession  of  the 
'  enediy,  no*  such  danger  was  ever  apprehended. 
^But  should  we  therefore  be  unobservant  spectSn  , 
tors  of  the  progress  of  society  within  the  last 
twenty  years— of  the  silent  bat  powerful  change 
wrought  ^y  time  and  chance,  upon  it» composi- 
tion and  temper >  When  the  fountains. ot  the 
great  deep  of  abbn^inaiion  were  hrokeu  up^  even 
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the  poor  fklves  bad  not  escaped  tbekgeo^ral  del- 
uge. TheFreot:h  Revblutioa  bad  polluted  even 
them.  Nay^  th.^re  bad  not  been  wauling  men  in 
tbafHouse,  wUness  their  Legislative  LegBndre^ 
the  butcher  wb(y  once  held  a  seat  there,  to  preach 


upon  that  floor  these  imprescriptible  rigjits  to  a  Uhey  made?     By  runaways,  chiefly  from  the 


sinuatedin  tbatHdOse^  but'openly  avowed  out  of 
it.  Against  whom  were  these  charges  brobght  ? 
Against  men.  who  in  the  wac  of  the  RevolutioD 
were  in  the  eouncils  of  the!  natipn^  or  figblinrg 
the-bi^ttles  of  yourcountr-y.    And  by  whom  were 


crowded  audience  of  blacks  in  the  galleries — 
teaching  them  that  they  are  equal  to  .their  mas- 
ters; in  other  words,  advising  them  to  out  their 
throats.  Similar  docttioes  were  disseminated 
by  pedler^  from  New  En^and  andvelsewberCi 
throughout  the  Southern  coui)try-*-and  masters 
had  been  found  so  infatuated,  ^s  by  their  livei* 
ami  conversation,  by  a  general  contempt  qf  order, 
.  morality,,  and  religion,  uotbinkio^ly  to  cberisn 
the^e  s^eds  of  self-destruction  to  them  and  their 
ihmilies  What  was  the  consequdnce  ?  t^itbia 
the  last  ten  years,  repeated  alarnHs  of  insurreetion 
among  the  slaves — 9omer  of  them '  awful  indeed. 
From  the,  spreading  of  this  infernal  doctrine,  the 
whole  Southern  country  had  been  th.rbwir  into  a 
state  of  insecurity.  Men.  dead  to  the.  operation 
of  moral  causes,  had  taken  away  fr6n;i  the  poor 
ualave  his  habits,  of  loyalty  and  obedience  to  his 
ioaster,  which  lightened  his  servitude  by'^doul)le 
operation;  begOiiin^  his  own  cares  ail d  disarm- 
iqg  his  master's  suspicions  aod  severity ;  and  no^, 
like  true  empiriosin  politics,.you. are  called  upon 
to  .trust  to  tlie  mere  physical  strength  o^  the  fetter 
w.hich  holds  him  iahondage.  -  YoO  havedepfiyed 
him  of  all  moral  restraint,  you  haveU^tnpted 
him  to  eat.of'the  J'^oit  of  the  tree  <^f.  knowledge, 

i'ust  eqpugh  to  (Perfect,  him  in  wickedhess^  yon' 
ave  opened  hiseyes  to  his.nake^ae6s;  ^ou  have 
'  armed,  his  nature  against  the  band  ,that  has  fed, 
that  has.  clothed  hfm,  that*  bfts  cherished  him  ih 
sickness;  that  hand,. which  before  Ibe.  became  a 
.  pupil  of  your  school,  be  bad  been  accustom ed, to- 
press  lyitL respectful  t^fiebtiop.'  You*  have  done 
all.  thi^^aad  then  show  him  the  gibbet  and .  the 
wheel,  as  incentives  to  a  sullen,  repugnant  obl;- 
di^oce.  Gfod  fgrbi/l,  sir.  f hat  the  Southecn  States 
should  ever  see  a9>  eneiay  on  their  ahorjps.  with 
these  infernal  prinbiples  of  B^reneh  fratei:nity  in 
the  van  I  While  ti^lking  of  taking  Cabtlda,  some 
of  us.lveresi^uddertng  for  our  own  safety  aifr  hoitie. 
HespoKe  fromfaou,  when,  he  aaid  that  the  night- 
bell  never  tolled  for  fird  in  Rio.hmpnd  that  tbe 
m^^her  did  not  hug  her^ infant  more  closely  to  h#T 
boaom^  He  had  been  a  witness' of.  soma  of  the 
alarmsin  the  ciipital  of  Virginir. 

How  had  we  s^owi^.  aur  sympathy  with  the 
patrioteof  Spain  j  or  with  hecAmerican  provinces? 
By  seizing  4}n  one  of  ibem,  her  claim  to  which 
we-had  formerly  respected,  as  spon  as  the  fwrent 
•couatry  was  ecu  broiled  at  home.  W«s  it  thus  we 
yielded  tfie6>  assisiauce against  the  arch-fi«ndwbd 
is' grasping  at  the  seeptfe  of  the  civilised  wor)d. 
The  object  of  France  is  as  much  Spanish  AYnec- 
ioaas  Old  Spain  herself..  &iuch  as  he  hated  a 
standing  army  he  could  almost  6nd  it  in  his  heart 
to  vote  one^  eo.bl4  It  be  seat  to  the  'yiaiiistance  of 
the  Spanish  patriots. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  tn  notice  the  unjust  and 
Uliberal  imputation  of  British  attachments,  against 
certain  characters  in  this  eouiitry,  sometimes  in* 


Britleh  domiaionsj  since  the  breaking  out  of  .the 
French  troubles*  He  indignantly  said — it  is  in- 
sufii^rable.  It  cannot  be  borne.  It  most,  and 
ought,  withaeverity,  be  put  down  in  this  House, 
and,  out  of  it.  to  meet  the  lie*direct.  -  We  have  no 
fellow  feeling  for  the  -suffering  and  oppsessed 
SpanUrds!  -Vet  even  them  we  do  not  pep^obate. 
Strange !  that  yve  should  have  no  objectipato any . 
people  ot  Government, civilized  or  savaee^in  the 
whole  world.  The  great  Autocrat  of  ail  the 
Russjas  receiver  the  homage  of  our  high  eonsid^ 
eratlon^  The  ^Dey  of  Algiers  and  his  Divan  of 
Picates  are  vesy  fivil,goOd  sort  of  people,  with 
whomwe^d  no  difficulty  in  .maintiiniog  the 
relations  of  pitace  and  afnity — "  Tqrks,  Jews,  and 
Infidels  f  JdeUimelli^  or  the  Little  l^urtle.;.  Bar- 
bariaoii  and  savages  of  every-  (^im^  and  color, 
are  welcome  to  our  arm's.  *  With  chiefs  of  ban- 
ditti,, negro  or  mulatto,  we  can  treat  and  can  tjflade. 
Name,  however,  but  ISngland,  and  all.  our.  anti- 
pathies are.  op  in;  arms  against  her.  Against 
whom?  Against  those  whose  blopd  runs  intour 
yeins;  in  common  with  whom  we  claini.Bhaks- 
j)eare,  and^ewion;  and  Chatham,  for  our  jQOun- 
trymen ;  whose,  form' of  government  is  the  freest 
Ota  earth,  our  own  only  excepted;  from  whom 
every  valuable  principle  of  Ojur  own  institutions 
has  oeen  borrowed^— representation,  jury  trial, 
voting  toe'jiuppliei$,-wri{  of  habeas  cprinis — our 
whole  civil  and  critpinal  jurisprudence^agaibst 
our  fellow  Protestants  identified  in  blood,  in  ian- 
guage^in  religion  with  ourselves.  In  whatsehooi 
did  the  worrb ies  df  oQr  land,' the  Wa^hidgtoos, 
Henry8,Hancoeks,  Franklins,  Rutledges.  of  Amer- 
ici  learn  those  j»rineiples  of  civil  'liberty  which 
wercso  nobly  assertecl  by  theit  wisdom  and  valor? 
And  American  resistance  to  British  usurpation 
had  npf  been  more  Warmiy  cherished  by  thesegreat 
men' and  ^beir  cotQpatriots;  not  more  by  Wash- 
ipgton,  Hancock,  and  Henry,  tbftn  by  Chatham 
and  his  illustrloiis  associates  in  the  British  Par- 

t lament.  Itonghi  to  bp  remembered,  too,  that  the 
leart  of  the  English  people  was  with  us.  It  wts 
a  selfish  and  .^orrupt.Miaistry,  and  their  servile 
'tools,  to  whom  we  were  not  mor^,  opposed  than 
^hey  were.  He  trusted  that  none  sneh, might 
ever  exist  an^ng  us-^JTor  tools  Will  neyer  be 
wanting  to  subserve  the  purposes,  however  rum- 
pus  or  wicked,  of  Kings  add  iM inist^rs  of  State. 

He  acknowledged  the  influence  of  ^  Sbak«^ 
peareand  Miltpn  uponhisiroaginatioa,of.aLocke 
upon  his  understanding,  of  a  Sidney  upon  his 
'p0lkical  principles,  of  a  Chatham  upon  qualities 
which,  woulilto  Qod!  he  possessed  in  common 
with  tnat  illustrious  man — of  a  Tillotsoo,a  Sher- 
lock, and  a  Porteus,  upon  his  religion.  This  i^fts^ 
a  British  influence'  which  4ie.could  never  shake" 
ofl".  He  allowed  much  to  tfte  just  and  honest 
prejudices  growing  out  .of  the  Revolution.  But 
.by  whom  had  they  been  suppressed  when  thejr 
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'ran  counter  to  the  interests  of  his  country  ?•'  Bf 
Washington.  By  whoor,  wopfd  yhu  listen  to 
theip,  are  they  ntK}st  keenly  felt  ?  By  felons  es- 
eaped  from  the  jails  df  Paria,  Newgale,  and  Kit' 
«ittat&bam,  since  the'breakiBg.oa^  of  thfe  French 
Revolution—^w^,  in.  this  ahused  and  insahed 
country,  have  -set  -up  for  pofivical  teachers,  and 
•  whose  disciples  give  nt>  othier  proofof  their  |^ro- 
gress  in '  Republicanism,  except  a.'blind  deyoiion 
to  the  most  ruthless  military  .despotism  ihar  the 
world  ev^r  saw. .  These  are  the '  patriotSj  irho 
scruple  not. to  brand  with  the  epithet  of  tory  the 
men  (looking  towards  the  seat  of. CoL  Stuart) 
Bit  whose  blood  your  libertieaharf. been  cenreated. 
These  are  iheVj  whoiioldltf  so  keep  irenMnbranee 
the  outrages  of  tfaeBritiah  armies,  from  which  man  y 
of  them  were  deserters.  Ask  these  self-styled  pat- 
riots wlierethey  were. during  the  America^  war, 
(for  they  areior  the  most  part  old  enouglkio  hiate 
borne  arms,)a6d  ytou  sirtke  4hefm  dnvnb-^their 
lips  are  elot^ed  iu  -etetpal  siUnce;  If  it  were' al- 
lowable to  entertain  partialitres,  erery  cotisid- 
eratfoD  of  Blood,  languajge.  religion^- and  interest,* 
would  iheline  us' towards  JSn^laild ;  and  yet,  shall 
they  be  alboe  extended  to  Frattee  and  lier  f  uler, 
whom  we  are  jboond  to  believe  a  chastening  God 
BcOBTers  as  the  scourge  of  a  gdilty  world  !  On  all . 
pthersatious  he  trampUs — Me  holds  themin.coa- 
tempt — England tilone  he  hates ;  Ite  wo'uld,  bui  he 
cannot  despise  her — feaf  cannot  despise.  And  shall 
we  disparage  our  ancestors  T-r^-shall  we  bastardise  ^ 
oura^  ves  by  placing  ihem  even  below  the  brigands 
of  >8t.  t>omingo?  with  whom  Mr.  Adams  had 
negotiated  a  sort  ot  treaty,  for' which  he  ohjfht  to 
have  been  and  would  have  been  impeached,  if 
tbe  peopie  had  not  brevioosly -passed  sentenae  of 
disqualification  for  their  service  upon  him.  This 
antipathy  to  all  that.is  finglish  must  he  Freoth; 
.  Bui  the  outrages  and  injuries  of  EiiglaQd^Bi'ecl 
up  in  the  prineiple^^f  the  Bevoiution,  he  couid 
never  palliate,  much  leas  defend  tbem.  He  wf  U  re- 
membered flying;  with  his  mother,  And  .her  new-. 
born  childj  from  Arnold  aifd  Phillipsr-and  they 
iiaci  been  drnrea  by  Tarteton  and  other  British 
pandoors  frpin  pillar  to  post,  while  her  fausbaad* 
mtm  figlumg  the  battles, of  his  country*.  The  im- 
pression wiU  indelible  on  his  memory-^and  yet 
(like  his  w^tl^y  old  neijrhbor,^  who  added  sfven. 
bnck  shot  to  every  caxtrwgeat  the  batUeof  Guil- 
ford «aid  drew  a  nae  ^igkt  at  his  man)  he  •must 
l>e  eo^ntent  to  be  called  a.tory  by  a  patriot  of  tlie 
'  last  imjiortatiou^  Let  ua  not  get  nd  of  one  evil 
(snpfiosiag'it  to  be  posaible)  at  the  expense  of  a* 
greater-*-ifiu<aitif  mtifosicftf..  Suppose  France  in 
^ssession  of  the  British  navaljower^and  toiler 
the  Trident  must  pass  should  Englahd  be  unable 
to  wield  it— what  would  be  your  condition?. 
What  would  be  the  situation  of  your  seaports  and 
theirseafaringinliabitants;  Ask  Haatburg^Lubee? 
Ask*  Savannah ?  What,  sir!  when  tlieir  priva- 
.teera  are  pent  up  in  oorv  harbors  by  the  British 
boll-dogs,  when  they  receive  at  our  hands  every 
rite  of  hospUality,  from'  which. their  enemy  is 
eicIoded-Hivhen  they  capture  within  our  own 
Waters,  intei'dicted  to  British  armed^hips,  Amer- 
icaa  Teaaek;  when  aaeb  is'their  deportnient  to- 


,Wards  you,  under  sut^h  circumstances,  what  could 
you  ex  pet  t  if  they  were  the  uncontrolled  lords  of 
the  ocean?  Had  those  privateers  at  -Savannah 
borne  British  cbmmissions-^or  had  your  ship- 
meots  of  cotton,  tobacco,  ashes,  aad  what  not,  to 
London  and  Liverp'ool.  been  coofiseated,  and  the 
nrocSeeds'poured  into  the  English  fixche^uer — my 
life 'upon  it!  yeU  "would  never  have  listened  to 
any  tnisef'a4)le  wire-drawn'  distinctions  between 
^  orders  and  decn^esafiectiDgoonneutral  rights," 
and  "njunicfpal  dec rees^'' confiscating  in  mass 
your  whole  property;  You  would  have  had  ia- 
stant  war  4  The  whole  .land  lyould  baYe  blazed 
ovtinwar. 

And  shall  Republioans  becoaaethe  instrumenls 
of  him  who  had  e'ffaeed  'the' title  of  Attila  to  the 
"^^courgeOf  God  !*'  YeteveU  Attjla,  in  the  falling 
fortunVs  of  pivilizatlqn,  bad,  no'  doiibt^  his  advo- 
catesj  his  tools,  his  minions,  his  parasite's  in  the 
Very  copnti^ies  that  he  overran — sons  of  that'soil 
whereon  his  "horse  bad  trod^  where  grass  could 
never  after  grow.  If  perfectly  fresh,  Mr.  Rar- 
OOLPH  saidj  (instead  of  being  as  he  was — his  mem-> 
Ory  clodded^  his  intellect  stupified,  his  strength 
and  spirits  exhausted)  he  could  not  give  utterance 
to  that- Strong  dete^axion 'which  iie  felt  towafds* 
(above  all  ether  works  of  the  creation)  such  char- 
acters as  Zjogip;  Tamerlane,  Kouli-Khan,  or  Bo- 
naparl^.  His  instincts  fn voluntarily  revolted  a{ 
their  bare  idea.  Malefactors  of  the  hqman  race, 
who  ^sound  down  mad  to  a  mere  machine  of 
their  impibus  and  bloody  ambition.  Yet  under 
all  the  adcumulated  wrobgs  and  Insults  and  robbe- 
ries of  the  last  of  these  chieftains,  are  we  not  iu 
point  of  fact  about  to  become  a  party*  to  his  views, 
a. partner  in  his  wars? 

But  before  this  miserable  force  often  thousand 
men  was  raised  to  take  Canada,  he  begged  them 
to  Iddfc  at  (he  state  of  defence  at  home^-to  count 
the  cost  of  the  enterprise  before  it  was  set  on  foot, 
hot  when  it  niighl  be  totJli^te — when  the  best  blood 
of  the  country  shpdld  be  spilt,  and  nought  bt)t 
empty  qcffers  \e(i  to  pay  thecost.  Are  the  bounty' 
lands  tb  be  given  in  Canada  t  It  might  lessen  his 
repugnance  to  that  part  of  the  system,  to  granting 
thes^- lands,  not  to  those  miserable  wretches  who 
sell  themselves  to  slavery  for  a  few  dollars  and  a 
glass'of  gin,  but  id  fact  to  the  clerks  in  our  offi- 
ces,- some  of' whom,  with  an  income  of  fifteen 
hundred  or  twp  theusahd  dollars,  lived  at  the  rate 
pf  fotir  or  five  thousand,  and  yet  grew  rich — who 
perhaps  at  that, moment  were  making.out  blank 
assignments  for  these  land  rights. 

He  Would  beseech  the  House,  before  they  ran 
their  heads  again9t  this^post,  ftuebeo,  to  coUnt  Uie 
cost.  His  word  for  it,^  Virginia  planters  would 
not:  be  taxed'  to  support  sn<;h  a  war — a  war  which 
must  ajB^gravate  their  present  distresses ;  in  whieli 
they  had  not  the  remotest  interest.  Where  is  the 
Montgomery,  or  even  the  Arnold,  or  the  Burr, 
who  is  to  march  to  P^iot  Levi  ? 

He  called  upon  those  professing  to  be  Republi- 
caqs  to  make  good  the  promises  held  out  by  their 
Republican  predecessor!  when  the^  eame  into 
power— promises,  which  for  ye^rs  afterwarda  they 
hadhonesay.faithfiillyfulfiUed.  ^e  hid  vamiied 
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of  paf  JDg  off  tbe  national  debt,  of  retrenching  irse- 
le9s  establish  no  eta  ts ;  and  yet  ibid  .now  becojoie  as 
infaiaated  with  sti|(rding  armies^  loans,  ^axes,  na- 
Ties,  and  war,  as 'ever  were  the,sQsa£X  Juato. 
"What  Republicanism  i^  this  ? 

Kir.  Randolph- apologized^  for  his  Tery  desol- 
tory-naanner  of  speaking.  He  regretted  that  his 
bodily  io'disppsitioa  had  obliged  him  to  taik^  per- 
haps to  me  what  \oo  wildly;  yet  l^e  t/usted  some 
method  Would  be  found  in  hih  madness-^n  the 
other  resolution,  he  should  perhaps  be  o^tliged  to 
Iroable  the  Hoose  again.  ■     '      '  " 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded'  tq  reply,  but  h&d  not' 
gone  far  before  he  .sat  down,  to  anbrd  Mr.  [Ran- 
dolph an  opportoaity  to  explain ;  after  which  ad 
adjoufnment  was  moved  iikd  tarried.  • 

'  ,  WsDN^sDAT,  December  11. 
'  Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  ninteenth  ultima  presented  a  bill  to 
amtend  the  act  providing  for  .persons  disabled  by 
known  'Wounds  ^received  'in  the.  Revolutionary, 
war;  which  was  read,  and  c(fmmntted  to  a  Cpm- 
znittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  nefxt. 

Mr.  Jennings  prese*nted  petition^  fron^  sundry 
ifihabiiants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,,  praying 
that  a  law  mar  be  passed  to  prohibit  the  inter*' 
ference  of  the  fJnited  States',  officers  in  elections 
held  ip  said  Territory,  and- that  they, may  be  ati^ 
thori^ed  to  elect  their  Delegate  to  this  House  at 
the  time  of  the  election  of  the  qiembers  cojtO- 
posingjbeir  Territorial  Legislature.— Referred  to 
m  select  committee.  ,-  , 

Mr.  JiTNNiNGs^  l^r.. Nelson,  Mr,  Roberts,  Mr: 
Newbold^  Mr.  Sbvieb,  Mr.  ORMBBy,  and  Mr. 
Reed,  were  appointed  the  committee.; 

Mr»  Randolph,. from  the  commixtee  appointed 
as  managers,  on  behalf  of  this  tiouse,'of  the  con- 
ference op  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  iwo  Houses  of  C^gresS  on '  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  bill,  endtled  ^An  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  anaoog  thesev^ 
eral  S.tates,  according  to  the  third  enumeration,^ 
reported:.  .  .  .     , 

^'Thai  the  committee  had  held  a  conference  with  the 
man^gesB  Appointed  on  tha  part  of  the  Senate.    Th^t 
the  following  propositiona  were  iubmitted  by  the  c6m- 
jntttee,to  the  managers  of  the  Senate : 
To  fi»  the  rA(io  at  84,000, 

39,000,  ;  '  * 
.  .  40,000,  ■ 
All  of  which  being  promptly  rejected  by  the  committee 
of  the  Senate,  yoor  committee,  as'  a  last  ei^rt  At  ac-. 
oommodation,  proposed  36,000,  as  the  medium  between 
the  two  numbers  adopted  by  the  two  Bouses  respect- 
ivdy ;  which  was  also  rejected  as  th^  others  had  been, 
without  any  discnaaion  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the 
managers  of  the  Senate.  Np  propoeition  b^g  sub- 
asitted  on  the  other  aide  to  your  committee,  the  confer- 
onoB  was  broken  up,  and  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houaea  finally  separated  without  coming  to*eny  agree- 
ment." 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  author- 
izing the  refunding  the  duties  paid  on  the  import- 
ation of  eartain  copper  articles';  wbioh  was  read  ^ 


twice,  and,  together  with'  the  doeiimoBts  accoA* 
panying  ib^  same,  committed  to  a  ComiDinee  of 
the  Wholeon  Friday  nex*. 

The  tbircl  reading  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
^  for  the^relief  of  Thomas  O'Bannon,"  was  called 
up,  and,  an  motion,  ord^re.d  to  lie.  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatires 
infonned  the  House  that  the  Senate^  adhere  to 
their  ameodmenta  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  acifor 
the  apporiioQweat  of  Repreaentativea  amoi^g  the 
sereral  States,  acco^din^^  to  the  third  enumera- 
tion." *  .  ' 
^          I'OREIGN  RELATIONS, 

The  Hoose  ^;esumed  the ^  Consideration  of  the 
report^of  the  Commrttee-on  £*oreign  Refations* 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  rose  t^  thank  the  com- 
mittee for  the  report  which  wae  offered  to  the 
House, '  apd  the  readttttions  Which  were*  recom- 
mended j' though  the  mtostires  fell  abort  of  his 
wishes,  an'di  he  belieyed,  of  public  expect*ttoo. 
Tde. ulterior  raeasui'es,  however,  propi,is<^  by  the 
committee  satisfied  h1«  mind^and  he  should  give 
tha  report' his  warm  support*.  The  chairaaan  had 
g;ivin  the  yiews  of  the  committee.  The  ezpul- 
sioDof  the  Brinish  frOm  their  North  American 
posses»iods,  and  granting  ietters.of  aurqae  and 
reprisal  against  Great  Britain  are  contemplated. 
Look  at  the  Message  of  the  President:  At  a  mo- 
ment least  to  b^  exp^ted,  when  France  had  ceased 
to  violate  our  nei|trat  rigHts,  and  the  olive  branch 
was  tendered  to  Great"  Briu in,  her  Orders  in 
Coi}ncil  were.pof  imoamore  rigoroi^ execution. 
Not  satisfied  with  refusing  ^  redress  for  wrongs 
commhted  on  our  coasts  and  in  (he  mouths  of  our 
harbors,  oc^r  trade  is  annoyeid^apd  our  national' 
rights  invaded  ;  and,  to  close  the  scene  of  inso- 
lence and  injury, regardless  of  our  moderatron  and 
oar  justice,  sb^  has  brought  home  to  the  '^thresh-, 
old  of  our  territory,"  measures  of  actual  war. 
As  (he  Jove  of  peaoe  has  so  long  produced  for- 
bearance on  our  part.  Wh?le  commercial  cupidity 
has .  increased  the  disposition  to  plunder  on  the 
part  af  Great  Britain,  t  feel  rejoiced  that  the 
hour  of  resistance  is  at  hand,  and  Ib^it  the  Presi- 
dent, in  whom  the  people  have  so  much  eoBfi-* 
denoe^.  has  'warded  lis  of  the  perils  that  await 
them,  and  has  exhorted  us  to  pot  on  the  armor  of 
defence,.' to  gird- on  the  sword,  and' assume  thfe 
manly  -and'  bolfl  attitude  iof  war.;  He.  reeom- 
mettds  (lling  up  the  ranks  of  4he  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  and  to  lengthen  the  tera:i  of 
service )  to  raise  aa  auxiliary  for(^e  for  a  .moife 
limited  time;  to  authorize  the  acceptance  of  toI- 
unteers,  and  provide  for  ealliog  out  detachments 
.of  militia  as  circumstances  may  require.  For  the 
first  time  since  my  entrance  into  thia  body,  there 
noweeems  to  be  but  one  opin^ion  with  a  ffreat 
majority — that  with  Great  B/italn  waj^  is  iaeri- 
table ;  that  the  hopes  of  the  sanguine  as  to  a  r^> 
turning  sense 'of  British  justice  have  expired; 
that  the  prophecies  of  thediscerning  have  failed ; 
and,  that  her  infernal  system  hasdriveo  us  to. the 
brink  of  a  second  revolution,  as  important  a.s  the 
first.  Upon  the  Wabash,  through  thfc  iniuence 
of  ^ritish  agents,  and  within  ou^  territorial  sea 
by  the  British  navy,  the  war  has  already  eom- 
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meoced.  Thusy  ths  -jBdUjt,  the  myiprer,.  and  thV 
t^^ranny.of  G^atBri^tfra,  liave  taken  ixoai  us  the 
last  alteMiative  of  loQger  forbeaKaaoe, 

Mr.  J»  aaii  We  mii&t,  now  oppose'  the  farther 
eitcro%chine&uof  Great .Brriaitf  hj  war,  or  for* 
mally^annuV  tf^e  Declaration  lot'  ouc.  Indepeo- 
deocc,  aod  acknowledge/ oQrseires  her  derated 
colOoUs.  The.f>eopie>w!hom  1  Tiepresedt  will  not 
besiiate  which  of  the  two  courses  toohoose  ;.aad, 
if  we  are  ioTolred  in  wa)r,  totnaiotain  our  dear- 
est rights,  aad  to  pr^rv^  our  iodependei^ce,,! 
•  pledge  mytfelf  to  tfris  House^  and  nqv  constitu- 
ents to  this  nation;  that  tbey  will  not  be  waatiDs 
io  vajor,  nor  ia .  their,  proportion  of  n^eu  ^ana 
money  to  prosecute  the  war  with  effect.  Before 
we  r^ioquish  the  cop  flic  t,  I  wish  to  see-  Great 
Britain  renounce  the  ^iratioal  system  of  paper 
blockade  j  io  liberate  out  Captured  .'seamen  oo 
Voard  her.ship^  of  war ;  relinquish  the  practic.e 
of  impressment  outboard  Qur-  merchant  Tesscisj 
'  to  repeal  hec .  Orders '  in  -  Cqunell  ^  and  eease,  in 
erery  other  respeot.  to  violate  our  neb^cal  rigbt^; 
to  treat  ua  as  an  Iddepeodent  people. .  The  geo-. 
tleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.RANOOLPB) JiHis  ob^ 
jected  io  the  destination. of  this  auxiliary  «force-7- 
the  occupation  of  the  Canadas^  and  the  other* 
British*  ppsd^ssions  upon  opr  border*  ^where  bur 
lawa  a^e  Fiolsited,  the  ladiaos  stimulated'  |,o  iniir- 
der  (J  ur  .citizens',  and  where'th^re  isa  British  mo- 
nopoly of  the  peltrv  and  far  trad«.  ,  I  should  no^ 
wish  io  extend  the  bodndarVof.thetJnited  States 
by.  war  if  Great  Britain  Would  leaire  4isto;the 
^uiet  «ojoyment  of  independent ;  but,  consider- 
ing *b^r:  deadly  and  implaoable  enmity,  ^nd  Ker 
€ontio«ed  hostility,  I  ^ball  never  die  conteated 
uintil  I  see  her  ejpuUion.  from  North  iV<nerica^ 
Aod  her  teirito«es  ini^orpbrated  with  the  United 
Slates.-.  It  is  ^ttrap^e  that  the  gentleman  wbuld 
pause  before  refa^iog  this  foteCf  if  destined .  to 
£eep  the  negroesin  subordinatioh^who  ara hoi 
itf  a  state  of  insurrection^  as  I  uoderstknd— *and'%e 
will  fibsoltttely  refuse  to  Vote  t4ii8.force  Xo  defend 
us  against  the  lawless  aggressions  of  Great  Bd(- 
ain«-*'a  nation  Jn  whosie  favor  he  had.  .'said 'so 
much*  -  .     c\  ' 

But,  he  .has  a  dislike  to  the  Canadian  French^ 
French  blood  is  hateful  to  him*,  I  have  no  doubt 
^bttt  the. Canadian  Frieneh.^re  as  good' citizens  as 
the  Canadian:  Kngirs.h,  or  the  refugee' tones; of  the 
Revolution  *,  ttor  have  I  any  doi^bt  .but  a  great 
majority  of  that  vast 'coin muifity  ard-  soumi  in 
their  aoralsnnd  in^th^ir  politics,  and  would  make 
worthy  meo^.bers  of  the^  United  States.         / 

But,  open  the  sacr^  pages  of  the^.  Jouriials  of 
the  Congress  of-l/^i-TS—^Hat  Gongmff  which 
commenced,  and  conducted  to  .victory,  tile  Amer- 
ican Reifplutioa.  Upon-th^  pages  of  the  first  vol- 
ume (fcom,..  page  54  io  lOQ)  we  will  £nd  letters 
Addressed  to  the  inhabitants  qfjElJaaa da  and  the 
province  of  ftuebec,  coataining  the.  language  of 
affectionate  respeo^  ^nd,Jn  the  warmth  of  patri^ 
otism,  inviting  them. -to  unite  against  British 
tyranny,  to  mako  the  cause  of  quarrel,  common, 
and  to.ent£r  into  the  uaiop  pf  the  .Staieson  the 
prinoiplies  of  equality,.  The  encroachments  of 
Oreat.  Britain  are  .d^icjled  in.  the  most  vivid  col- 


orsyand  then,  .thay  say  "  w^  sb^U.eonstder  the 
\vio|atioa  bf.yoiir  rights  a  Violation  of  our  own,- 
*  and  you  are  invited  to  accede  |o  the  confederacy 
/  of  the  States.*'  Thus^  the  patriots  of  the  Rev- 
olution styled  the  inhabitants  of  the'British  prov- 
inces friei^ds  and  fellow^sufferers  in  1774:  Al- 
though then  but  a  handful >of  men.  compared  to 
their  present,  n lumbers,. and. only  ten  years  bad 
elajpsea  from  ^heic  first  incorpori|tion  with  the 
British  Aominfons;  and  nothing  but  the  want  of 
phiysical  power  and  means  prevented  their  inde- 
pendence io  1776.'  The  misfortunes  of  our  arms 
at  QLaebec,and  in  that  quarter,  are  well  known. 
'These  overtures  of  the  Old  Congress  did  not  stop 
here.  .After  the  Articles  of  Confederation  had 
b^en  adopter),  the  door  was  left  open  for  the  re- 
ception^of  the  Canadas,  and  the  hope  was  not  lose . 
until  "Brhish  arms  riveted  the  chains'  of  slavery 
upon  them,  which  at  that  time  could  not  ba^'bro-. 
kepi  N'ow;  sir,  these  people  are  more  enlightened, 
they  have. a- great  Amerisa.npopuration  among 
theni,  and  they  have  correct  ideas  of  liberty  and 
independence, and. (Ally  wai^t  an  opportunity  to 
throw  off  .the  yoke  of  their  ta^karasUrs* 

Let. us  not  thmk  90  meanly  of  th^  human  char- 
acter and  the  human  mind..  We  are  in  pursuit 
of  bappinejss,  and  we  place,  a  ^reat  v^lue  upon 
liberty  as  the  means  0^  happiness.  What,  then, 
let^  me  ask,  has  changed  tne  character  of  those 
people,  that* they  are  toi  be  despised  ?  What  new 
order  df  things  has  disqualified  them  for  the  en- 
joyment of  Tibei;ty?.  Has  any  malediction  of 
Htevea  doomed^tbem  to  pctrpetual  vassalage  7 
Or,  Will  the -gan^laman  from  Virginia  pretend  lo 
more  wisdom)  and  mo/e  patriotism  thav  the  con- 
stellation* of  patriots  who  conducted  the  infant . 
Rei^ubH/:  through  tl\e  Revolution"?  Ip  point  of 
territorial  limit,_the  map  will  prov^  its.lmpor- 
taace. .  The  waters  of  the  St,  Lawrence  and  the 
Mississippi  interlock  in  a  nunaf^er  of  places,  and 
the  great  .Disposer  of  Human  •  Events,  intended 
.those  two  rivers  should*  belong  tothe  same  people. 

But  it  has  been  denied  that  British  iuftueace 
had  any  kgeucy  in  the'  late  dreadful  conflict  and 
massacre  upon  the  Wabash ;  aod  this^  is  said  to 
.  vindicate  the  Qfiiish  nation  from  so  fou^ a  charge.. 
Sir,  look  to  t^^  book^of  the  Revolution.  See  the 
Indian  savages  .in  Burgoyne^s  army  urg^  on 
every  occasion  to lise the soalping-knifeand  tom- 
ahffwk — not  in'battle,  but  against'  old  men,  wo- 
men, and  children  v  in  the  night,.when  they  were 
muf^hi  to.  believe  an  Omniscient  eye  could  not  see 
their  guilty  deeds ;  and  thus  hardened  in  iniquity, 
they  perpetrated/ the  same  deeds  by  the  light  of 
the  sun,'  when  no  arod  was  found  to  oppose  or 
protect.'  And  when  this  crying  sin  was  opposed 
by  Lord  Chatham,  in  the.  House  of  Lords,  the 
employment'  of  the^e  ^dians  was  justified  by  a 
speech  from  one  of.  the  Ministry.  Thus  we  see 
how  :(be  principles  of  hQopr,  of  humaaity,  of 
Christianity,  were  violated,  and  iustified'  in  ^  the 
face  of  the  world.  ..  Therefore,  1  can  have  no 
doubt  of  the  influence  of  British  agents  in.kee])- 
ipg  up  ludian  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted .States^  independent,  of  the  .strong  proofs  on 
(his  occasion  i  andu  -^  hope  it  will  not  be  pre- 
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tended  that  these  agents  arfe  too  moml  or. too  re- 
ligious to.  do  the  infjmoo^  ^ied;.  So  mabh  for 
the  expulsion  of  Qfeat  Britain  from  her  doiitfin- 
ionsin  North  America^  aild  their  incorporation 
into' the  United  Sthtes  of  America. 

The  gentleman  frohi  Virginia  says  ^v^e  are  iden- 
tified W)th  the  British  inidigionjn  bloody  ia  lan- 
guage, ^uddeepJjr  laments  our  hatred  td  that  coun- 
trjT,  who  can  boast  of  so  manjr  illustrious  charac- 
ters.- This  deep  rooted  enmity  to  Great  Britain 
ari&es  from  her  insidious  poHcy,  the  ofibpring  of 
her  perfidious  conduct  towards  the  United  States. 
Her  disposition  is  unfriendly;  her  enmity  is  im- 
placable: she  sickens  i^t  our  prasperity  and  hap- 
S loess.  If  obligations  of  friendship  do  exist,' why 
oes  Great  Britain  rend  those  ties  a^utfder.  and 
open  the  bleeding  wounds  of  former  convicts? 
Or  does  the  obligation  of  friendship* exist  on  the 
part  of  the' United  States  alOnel  I  hare  never 
thought  that  the  ties  of  religion,  of  b^Qod,  of  Ian- 

?page),aDd  of  commerce^  would  jtistify' or  sanpti- 
y  insult  and  injury— -on  the  contrary,  that  a  pre* 
meditated  wrong  fVom  the  hand  of  a  friend  created 
more  sensibility,  and  deserved  the  greater  chas- 
tisement and  the  higher  execration.  Wh&t  would 
you  think  of  a  man,  to  whom  you  were  bound  by 
the  most  sacred  ties,  who  would  plunder  you  of 
your  substance,  aim  a  deadly  blo'wat  your  honor, 
and  in  the  (lour  of  confidence  endeavor  to  bury  a 
dagger  k  your  bossom?  Would  yoi:f,  sir,  pro- 
claim to  the  world* your  affdction  for  this  mis- 
creant of  society^  after  this  conduct,  and  endeavo/ 
to  interest  your  audience  wiih  tbie'ties  of  kindred, 
that  bound  you  to  each  otlie^r?  So  let  i(  be  with' 
natioiis,  and  there  will  be  nehher  'surprise  nor 
lamentation 'that  we  execrate  a:  Government  soi 
hostile  to  bur  in<lepeodence-*for  it'bfrpm  the 
(Government  (hat  we  meet  with  such  mdltipll^d 
injury,  and' to  that  object  is  pur  hatte'd  directed. 
As  to  individuals  of  n^rit,  whether  British  of 
I^-ench,  I  presume  no  person  wdtild  "accuse  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  such   hatred  to 


dtscr imiaatioii.' .  Wb v  lote  her roleM  i  Why  kfa» 
the  rod  of  iron  which  inflicts  tb«  stripes  withvui; 
a  cause  ?  When  all  admit  we  hvir^  just  cao4e  of 
war,  such  attachments' are  dangefofis,  aix^^covr* 
age  encroach  men  L  I  WiU  venture  tostfy,  that  6ur 
hatred  of  thtf  British  Qotertiment  is  ndf  com- 
mensurate with  herdepredatioo^and  b^roetrages^ 
on  our'rights.  or  we  ahouk!  (have  waged  a  deadfy 
war'a^inst  h^  manyj  years  mu  The  sohj/ect 
of  foreign  attacbinents  and  vritieh  hatred  ita9 
been  eiamined  at  considerable  iengti^.  I  did  not 
intend  to  bejfin  thsft-  discuasion,  but  i  wiii  parsuft 
it,  and  thpugh  I  make  no  elMrj[«  of  BiJtisli  atv 


them,  or  of  despising  individuaU.  who  might  not 
be  instrumental  in  the  maritime  despotism  wh!6h' 
we  feet ;  and  this  accouotsr  for- the  veneration. we 
have  for  Sidney  and  Russell,  statesmen  of  whom- 
the  gentleman  has  spoken  ;  they  are  fatal  exani- 
plesj  why  w^  .should  love  the  British  Gom'n- 
m?nt'.  The  records  of  that  Government  are  now 
stain^ed  with  the  blood  of  these  martyrs  in  free- 
dom's cause,  as  vilely  a&  with  the  blood  of  Amer- 
ican citizens ;  and  certainly  we  shall  not  be  called 
upon  to  love  equally  the  raiirderer  and  the  vibtirhi 
For  God's  sak6  let  us  tiot  again  be  told  of  the  ties*  of 
religion,  of  laws,,  of  blood,  and  of  customs,  which 
bind  the  two  nations  together,  with  a  view  to  ex-* 
tort  our  love , for  the  English  Goverpipentj  and 
more  especially,  when  the  samegentleman  ha^ac- 
knowledgted  that  :we  have  .ample  cause  of  war 
against  that  nation-r'lel  ua  not  be  told  of  the  free- 
dom of. that  corrupt  Government  whose  bands  are 
washed  alike  in  thQ  btood  of  her  own  Hlostrious 
statesmen,  for  a  manly  opposition  to  tyranny,  and 
the  citizens  of  every  other  clime.  But  I  would 
inquire  into  this  love  for  the  British  Qovernmeirt 
mnd  British  instittitioivB,  ia  the  gross;  without  any 


t8clfm(*nt»,  1  will,  at  all-  ttmes/.at  every  basard^ 
defend. the  Ada^niatrafioh  and  the  RepablLeaa 
party  against  the  charge  of  foreign  partiiilitiesr* 
French  or  Snanish.;  or  anf  other  kind^when  ap«^ 
plied  to  the  measures  of  our  Govern nien<.  This 
foreign  influence  is  a  datygerous  enetny ;  we  shootd 
destroy*  the  means  of  its  eircnUKion  aoioDg  oa-^ 
like  the  fhtal  tuqie,  it  destroys  whcn-e  it  tenches* 
It  is  insidious,  invisit^le^  and  takes  advan'tage  of 
the  most  nnsuspecting  boors  of  sacial  mterceurse* 
I  would  not  deny  the  good  will  of  Fraatee  nor  of 
Gceat  Britain  to  have  an  itndae  inflQeiisse  Mnong 
u^i.  But  .Great  BrttaUr.^lone  has'the  means  of 
this  idftaence  |x>  an  exC^t  dangerous  iv  the  .Uni- 
ted States.  It  has  beea  said  that  Ohreat.  Btfitain 
was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  .-worU^^-ihat  she 
stapds  against  Viniversal  dominion  thseateiied  b^ 
the  arohrfiend  of  mankind.  I  should  be  aorry  if 
.our'  indepeqdence\dependlfd  upot^.  the  ^power  of 
Crteat  Bdtain.    if;  however,,  she  wpala  act  ^ 

rirt  of  a  friendly  Power  teward^the  United  States, 
should  i\ever  wish'to  d6p)rive  hef  of  power,  of 
wealth,  of  honor, -of  prosperity.    But  if  her  enei^ 

?;ies  ate  to  be  directed  against  the  liberties  efti)is 
ree  and  happy  people^  against  my.naiivet  eoun- 
trv,  I  should  not  drop  a  {ear}if  the  'fast*aDchored 
Isle  would  sink  into  the  waves,  provided  the  in- 
nocent inhabitants  ooufd  escape  the  dejuge  and 
find  an  asylum  in  a  more  favorable  soil.^.  And  as 
to  the  power  of  France,  I  fsar  it  as  little  as  aay 
other  powar;  I  would  oppose  her  aggressions,  tin- 
der any  circum^tfiBces,  as  soon  a^  I  would  British 
outrages. 

xThe  ties  of  religioh,  o^language,  of  blood,  as  it*^ 
regards  Great  Qntain^^are  dangerous  <ies  to  this 
country.  With  her  present  hostile  disposttion--ia- 
sftead  of  pi^gea  of  fri'endshijp  they  are  used  to 
paralyze.the  strength  of  the  united  States  in  re- 
lation ta  her  aggressions.    Therei  are  other  tiee- 
equsHy  efficacicAis.  The  number  of  her  oommer- 
cial  traders  within  our  limits,  heragents,  ^^  the^ 
vast  BrUish  capital  employed  in  .our  commerce" 
and  OUT  oioneyed  insthntions,  connected  with  her 
language,  atie^try,  customs,  habits,  and  lavi^s» 
Thes^  are  formidable  means  for  estranging  the- 
affections  of  many  from  our  republican  institu- 
xions^-and  producing  partialities  fpr  Great  Britain.. 
i^ow  1  shall  attend  to  the-chacge  of  partiality  ia 
omr  measures  towards  France.    It  is  an  insioaa- 
tioji  not  fouhded  in  faift,  and  can  only  exist  in  ^ 
the  imaginatit>n  of  those  who  may  insioftiate  it.. 
W^  are  not  driven  to  mere  deetarations — the 
trnlh  of  the.  assertion  is  bottoiaed  opoii  th^  statutr 
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records  of  tb«  UoitedStntes';  and  we  appeal  to 
the  ehara^ter  of  ereiy  measure  relatfve  4o  foreign  '* 
relation^,  sioo^  th«  adoptibli  of  the  embafgo,  ia 
cooseqaeoce  of  the  Tiojation  of  neutral  rights  up- 
011  the  high  seas.  'The  dfrect  otyeet  of'the  Berlid 
and  Miiau  decrees  was  the  roin  \)T  all  trade  to 
British  ports— and  the  object  Of  the  Orders  in 
Coatkcil  was  the  dBstriietion  of  all  commerce  to 
French  ports  and  porb  frbm  which  the  British 
,  fli£  was  excluded. 

Tb«  laws  lay^rng  an  embarl^o,.  which  was  the 
first  precautiofial7  nieasure  on. the  part  of  the 
United  States,  contain^  a  provision  |[)y^  which 
tbe.Pre8ideQ4  was  authorized  to Suspend  its  oper- 
ation, as  to  Great  Britain  upon  a  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Cbufieil,  imd*  as  to>  France  upon  an  ex- 
tingoishinent  tff  the  Berlin  i^ad' Mi^o  decree's. 
The  authoriij^  waspreckety  the  same  as  to*eilher 
Power  5  the  instrtictibos'.tQ  oar  Ministers  were  pre^ 
cisely  <he  saoie  j  th^  ofiFer  tojsuspeod'  ifie  embargo' 
was  tendered  to  both  bellrsrerent^  upon  \he  self- 
same condhipns.  This  offer  wa^  rejected  •  by 
both  nations,  and  their  aggressions  eontinuc^d — 
Congress,  yielding  te  the  cFajnors  of  the  disaf- 
feci^,  repealed  the  embargo  and  substituted  the 
noa-idiercourse/  wh$ch  also  contained  a  dipld- 
matic  provision  ydSkting  Ihe  President  with  power 
to  suspend  it<'ope<^tidn'  As  to  the  b^lligereitlts ' 
w&en  they  should  cease  to'  rLolate  our  neutral 
rights.  •  .       * 

T he-offer  was  ihade  $  it  was  rej<ected  by  Fran.ce, 
and  heir  depredations,  incteased.    Great  Bri^in. 
'  aecepted  the.  o&r,  which  produced  the  arrange* 
ment  wifh  Mr.  Brskipe.' 

Krskihe's  anTahgetnent  was  executed  With  fidel- 
ity o^  the  part  of  the  GzecutiTe  of  the  United 
States;  The  proclamatien  which  annqunoed  the 
arrangement  siisp^nded  the  noi^-intercoarse.as'to' 
Gh'eat  firittftn/  and  it  .continued  as  to  France. 
iJnrder  these  circumstances  Copgress- convened  at 
their,  extra  session..  It  was  a  new  era  for  oppo- 
sition. The  day  of  jubilee  w«(s  aonounc^dT— no* 
gloom,  every  countenance' smiled,,  every  hearr 
seamed  glad;. parties  were  fprgfotf^n.;  war  with 
.Prance  and  peace  wit'^  Englsind  dawned  upon  us. 
^e  were'  all  Americans,  and  the^^ontleman  from' 
Virgthifll  introduced  ti  resolution  approbating  the 
fidelity  of  the  President  in'  disoharffing  h^  hish 
duties  to-  the  nation.  A  real  Trieodto  that  indi- 
yidnai  whor  presi^s  over  our  destinies  by  our 
consent,  I  was  happy  to  find  his  political  enemies 
acknowledging  his  wisdom,  hi^  impartiality,  and 
his- integrity.'  I  knew  the  President  had  dis- 
cbarged-hi^  trust  faithfully.  Though  f  followed 
in  the  rear  ranks,  I  c^'i^  not  interrupt,  this  new 
order  of  things.-  But  our  retrograde  movement 
frofn  the  embargp^  to  th^  noii-idtercourse  and 
Erskin^'s  arrangement  went  to  London  at  nearly 
the  same  tim^ ;  the  English  Ministry  perfidiously 
rejected  that  arrangement  Which  had  l^n  exe- 
cuted on  our -part,  and' whieh  was  so  advanta- 
geous' to"  Great  Britain ;  the  Orders. in  Council, 
sp  good  h  shield 'for  {>lunder,  were  considered  or 
more  value  than  oar  noo- intercourse.  I  will  not 
dwell  upoi^  the  scene  this  disavowal  produced, 
n6r  npott  the  attem^  to  -censure  ihe- President 


for  the  *Pufttc  faith  of  Great  Bntain.  by  tbose 
who  had.  approbated  his-  conduct.  The  soH J 
column  was  again  broken. .and  we  haye  nevff 
had 'the 'pleasure  since  oi  seeing- an  undivided 
front  opposed  to  a  foreign'  foe,  whic.l>  was  the 
case  when  France .  was^  the  object  of  attack. 
Then  Federalists  and  Republicaps  were  united. 
After  this  we  assumed  a.  different  attitude  to*, 
wards  both  France  and  Great.  Britain ;  but  in  the 
same  ternrs  of /impartiality^  we  authorized  the 
Presideh^  to'  sa.y  to  France,  if  ybu  will  rescind 
yojur  decrees,  violating  our  neutral  rights,  we 
will  re.vLVe  the  non-importation  part  of  the  non- 
intercourse  law  against  your  rivsu' Great  Qritain^ 
.^pTovided  she  should' not  also  cease,  to  violate  our 
neutral' rights  by  a  repeal  of  her  orders;  we  au- 
thorized the  President  to  use  the' very  same  iden- 
tical language  to  threat  Britain^  that  if  you  will 
cease  to  yio&te  out  neutral  rights,  we* will' revive 
Qur  noiHiroportation  system  against  your  enemy 
France,  provided  she  should  "not  follow  your  ex- 
ample.' This  was  said  to  France  and  to  Great 
Britain  in  the  spirit  of  conoiliation  and  smcerity, 
France  accepts  the  proposition  ;  .but  it  is  rejected 

S  Great  Britain,  which  acceptance  on  the  part 
France,  and  the. extinguishment  of  her  orders, 
.BO'  far  ad  they  violated  Our  neutral  rights,  waa 
announced  by.  the  President's  proclamation,  and 
the  non-intercourse  revived  against  Great  Brit- 
ain. Under  these.  cirAWpstances  Congress  con-! 
>vened,  but  I  looked  in  vain  for  resolutions  of  ap- 
probation of  the  President's  coodvict.  The  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees  was  do.ubted,  and  the 
ffentlemab  from  Virginia  was  the  first  to'intro- 
duce.his  resoidtion  to  r&peal  the  non-importatiou. 
revived  against  Erfgland  by  the  Pi;esid6ni's  proc- 
lamation, add  with  that  repeal  theprcclamatiops 
and  nQWj  when  it  U  not  denied  by  a  single  indi- 
vidual that  the  Herfin  and  Milan  decrees  are  so 
modified  as  to  cerise  to  violate  our  neutral  rights, 
we  nnd  the  same  opposition  to  measures  against 
Great  Britain,  and  the  same  opposition  to  France, 
as  ff  no  arrangement  'had  been  made:  I  might, 
ask  Why  this  opposite  ponduct  under  the  same 
kind  of  arrangemeor,  growing  out  o,f  an  act  of 
Congress,  and  under  the  same  solem cities  of 
hligilted  faith  on  the  part  of  this  Government. 
Under  the  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  we 
are  united  against  FFtmce^  .But  under  the  ar- 
rangement with.'  F'radce  we  behold  disunion 
again — each  man  takes  his  Jparty^  rank*.  How 
does  this  prove  partiality  to  Franc'e'?  Does  not 
the  charge  Til  grace  the  lips  of  those  who  Oppose 
these  measures  t  for  no*  man  has  denied  the  sim- 
ilarity in  the  two  arrangements.  In  the  compapt 
with  England  we  agreed  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
courseas  to*  her.  and  continue  it  as  to  France^  if 
she  would  repeal  the  Orders  in  Qouncil ;.  so  with 
France,  we  agreed  to  revive  the  non-iniercourSe 
a|^ajlnsi  Great  Brjtain  if  France  would  ''cease  to. 
.violate'  'our  neutral  rights,  leaving  all  other  sub- 
jects to  negotiation.  France  was  not  required  as 
tk  nni  qua  non  to  make  good  the  damages. for 
spoliations.  Nor  was  Great  Britain  requiFed  aa 
a  sine  qua  r^on  to  relinquish  her  ii^iquitous  sys- 
tem of  blockad^e,  of  impressment,  the  liSeraCioD 
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of  our  seameD^  and  a  remuBeratioo  for/Ci^ptures 
and  condcranatioa — tiiose  topics  were  Ijeft  to  oe- 
gottatioD.  »• 

The  British  Mipi^ter  has  insinuated  that  we 
liave  suffered  our  commerce  to  he  moulded  by 
France  to' the  annoyaoce  of  the  British  trade, 
and  attempts  have  been  made  to  conjure  up  the 
idea  of  an  alliance  with  France  against  Great 
Britain,  because  we  have  made  arrangements 
^ith  France  that  our  neutral  rights  ^hall  be  re- 
girded.  The  idea  of  an  a41ianc&  is  as*  idle  as  it 
is  unfounded.  Thank  HeaVen  we  are  Under  no 
obligations  to  any  Power  to  go  to  war,  nor  to 
•continue  that  war  after  the  objects  for  which  we 
•contend  shall  be  accomplished.'.  The  oon-inipo^ 
tation  law  is  the  cause  of  com  plaint  with  Great 
pritain,  and  she  knows  if  the  Orders  in  Council 
and  her  blockade  of ^ay.  were  repealed,  t^at 
oar  nofl-impofta^tion  law  would  ceas^  to  Operate 
against  her.  But  instead  of  this,  sir,  every  day 
our  merchant  ships  fall  a  prey  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  ^nd  we  are  menaced  with  retaliation 
for  ilie  tto^-impoirtation,  which  does'ooc  capture 
and  condemn  British  shi ps  and  cargoes,  bt/t  pre- 
vents the  iihportatipB  of  British  property  into* 
our  markets* 

In  the  year  1777  the  United  States  entered 
into  a  treaty  of  alliabcie  with  the  King  of  Fraace^ 
the  first  article  binds  the  parties  lo.make  the 
cause  of  quarrel^  a  common  cause.  The  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  is  the  guarantee 
of  ihe  second  article,' and  the. eighth  bitids  the 
parties  to  continue  the  war  until  peace  should  be 
restored  wiih  each  nation,  and  a  treaty  was  to  be 
made  by  commoA  consent  alone.  This  is  an  ex- 
ample of  ^n  alliance,  such  a  one  as  I  hope  we 
shall  never  have  with  France  in, the' present  un- 
defined and  bloody  conSict  of  ambitious  domina- 
tion. .1  never  wish  to 'see  an  alliance  with  any 
nation.  It  Is  knowii  ta  the  "world  that  we  hare 
nothing  tO  do  withthe  European  wars;  and  Bog* 
land  knows  that.jf  she  ceases  to  violate.ourneh- 
tral  rights,  commercial  intercourse  would  be  re- 
stored, and  that'  her  many  transgressions  would 
be  left  to  further  begotiation;  thaL  however) 
would  not  -be  \he  only  requisition  ir  left  to  my 
vote.  The  gentleman  has  also  adverted  to  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  which'  ^oeaks  of 
Qur'  relations  with  France.  France  is  no  doubt , 
onfrtendly  in  her  rigorous  municipal  regulations ; 
the  President  has  recommended  retaliation,  and 
i^ho  will  refuse  to  lake  those  measures?  I  shall 
not.  Mention  has  also  been  made  of  the. riot  at 
Savannah ;  tha<«  traOsaction  has  tuiTo  sides  to  it.  I 


^ea  in  Denu^ark.  I  will  not  judge,  however,  be- 
fore the  faots  are  qorrec^ily  know^n. 

But  in  the  zeal  lo  speak  of  French  insult  and 
injury,  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  talents  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  were  not  enjgagied 
upon  the  subject  of  our  impressed  seamen  and 
commercial  aggressions  by  Great  Britain, .  He 
must  not  be  surprised  if  tnese  subjects  should 
be  omitted.  -     .'    , 

To  attempt' an  enumeication  of  these  ag^^res- 
sioos  would  bea  la^rious  task  to  Jne— a  painful 


and  disgusting  recital  to  others;  but  considera- 
tions of  thi<«  kind  should  not  induce  ap  amission 
of  dutyi  .  Great  sensibility  hacr  existed  a;g^nst 
the  wanton  capture  and  condemnation  of  our 
vessels  and  cargoes.  An  inroad  tipon  the  colo- 
nial trade  produced,  univecsalr  ciaibori  spirijted 
complaidtswere', forwarded,  with  pledges  of  honor  . 
and  property  to  oppose  the  robbery.  ,  Bu^  the 
number  and  enormity  of  these  «ggce8sions,hava 
blunted  the  feelings  of  sensibility,  or  the  back* 
wardoess  of  the  Government  has  ipduced  the 
sofferers  to  mosrn  their  loss  i^i!bo4it  an  appeal  to 
our  justice.  lf\ie  newspapers  have  J>e^ome  vehi- 
cles of  complaint.  a,nd  the  onl^  notersof  Brit- 
ish piracies,  and  t^e  office' of  State  is  no  longer 
troubled  with  /readipg.  the  i^ld  details.  But  to 
lump  this  business:  about  twenty-eight  years  have 
elapsed  ^hce  the  commencement  of  the  British 
spoliations.  Suppose  the  resselaand  cargoea 
captured  and  condBmrne4  wiihia  tha^  period  eon- 
trary  to  public  law  could  be  collected  together  In 
toe  Potocoiac,  it  would  present  tothe  mind  a  stri- 
king  evidence 'of  the  justice  of  pur  oomplaiata; 
you  would'find  i;  difficalt  tc^  find  safe  anphorage 
f0r  tbeee  vessels  from  the  Eastern  Branch  to 
Alej[ai\dri9--teo  miles  distant,  and  the  brick  wall 
which  encloses  the  navy  yard -would  not  furnish 
a  auficient  warehouse. for  the  pruperty;  and  to 
carry  on  this  supposition,  if  i^  cofivopation  of  the 
real  sufferers  jn  these  aggressions  could  be  effect- 
ed; a  great  moltitude  woiild  anfmate  this  desert 
city.  The-lj^t  ,of  bankruptcies  should  likewise 
be'p'roduced  j. you  would  bring  the  sufierers  from 
every  part  ol.  the  United  Stateti,  . 

In  this  grpup  we  should  see  every  kind  of  iia- 
poningrWholeisaleaBdretfflnEierchant — thefarmer 
•who  rai;»ed'the  produce,  th^.mechaBic  wl^o  worked 
up.  xhe  raw  material,  the  ship  o.wners,  the  ship- 
/carpenter  and  his  numerous  host  of  journeymen, 
the ''creditors  of  each  class;  and, at  the  heel?  of 
l^iese  people  you  might  introduce  the  constables 
and  sheriffs  wi^  thei^  eiecotioi|a,and  theUax 
gatherers;  and.  if  silence  was  sup}K>sed  to  be  or- 
dered for  the  com  plaid'tsnf  each  ;slass  to  be  heard, 
we  should  find  in  the  oommerciel  olato  a  distin- 
guished orator  Oom  Boston,  pleading  the  cause  af 
the  merchant;  so  from  New  York,  one. from 'Ba I* 
timore,  Philadelphia,  and  Charleston.  Thus  Brit- 
ish aggressions  wottld  be  visually  and  mentally 
unfolded  to  the  view,  and  doubta  could  no  longer 
be  entertained  of  its  enormity.  • 
'  But  a  stranger  to  these  butrages  would  be  sur- 
prised to  be  told,  that  this  wa?  &  secondfiry  cla^s ' 
of  1  u  juries  ;up9o  which  the  subject  of  impressment 


have  read  both  of  them  ;  I  fear  something  is  rot-   should  be  introduced  to  his  view.    About  twenty 


yeafs  have  elapsed,  since  the  Qommencemeqt  of 
this  infernal  practice— this outrag^e  upon  the  honor 
oT  our  flag,  And  this  attack  upon  the  personal  lib- 
erty and  personal  security  of  .American  citizens. 
The'number  of  na|ive  and  naturalized  seamen 
impressed  from  our  merchant  vessels  apd  seduced 
from  our  merchant  service,  cannot  be  eiitimated 
at  less  than  fifty  thousfind  during  this  period  ^of 
twenty  years,  and  retained  in  bondage  during 
life,  qr  who  have  escaped  b/  deaertion  «r  the  in- 
terference of  oy r  Goverbment.    The .isoadition,of . 
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tbeserflfty  tfaoosafid'  ineohas  b^en  more  iotoler-TiD  rWisit  before  us,  and  ezamiiles  of  greater  he* 
able  tfaan  that  of  the  malefactor  in  the  penitenti*  I  roism  cannot  be'ouoted,  ihao  shall  be  performed 
ary  orwork-honse.  Who  could  detail  the  misery  i  in  battle  by  onr  ogicersand  soldiers,  military^  and  . 
of  these  m«oT  Who  could  number  the  strifies  j  na?Mt  ao<1  noarinc  The  deeds  of  their  i^vcestors* 
Inflicted  upon  their  naked /skin  at  the  yard-^rm  '  woalcf  he  before  them ;  giory  would. animate  their 
by  Ja  'Second  •  lteutc>naivt  or  midshipman  ?  Who  bosoms,  and  loVe  of  country  ^ould  nerre  the  heact 
could  eaumerate  the  iirnomioioits  scars  left  by  toVdeeds  of  ^nighty  fa.oae.  »If.  therefore,  th^re 
the  catHO-nine-tails  ?  ThfsscDurge«.thisiafhmotts  |  should  not  be'  a  diminutbon  of  respect  for  ibo^' 
j>ractice,  does  not  fail  alone  ppon  <he  unfortunate  who  entertain  ^an'  Opinion  so  degradioc  (o  our 
tar,  the  hardy  seaman— :conTqketlie  faihers.  nioth- '  army,  it  rfhouliTat  least,  be  understood  that  such 


ers,  brothers,  sisters,  wires.  And  children  of  these 
rictiraa  of  maritime  despbtism.and'heac.from  them 
their  tale  df'isorrow,  and  let  an  hun^ref^.peA^* re- 
cord their  sighs  «nd  groans  which  arQ  now  giren 
Ub  rain  to>the  idle  windi 

But  to  close  this  scene,  the  death  of  Robert 
Howell  will  shq^w  t&e  coonexioi^  of  this  infaipy 
with  national  honor* 

It  IS  welt  autfaenti.cated.that  a  antnber  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  were  se.rting  on  boajd  the'  British 
ship-ef-war  the  LliileBelt,  during  her  engagement 


wfth  pommodore-Rodgiers-^that  ^heae  men,  upon  ^  whiie  ^J^ftof  p^aceuwtfs  to  be  hoisted  next  morn 
refusing  to* fight agmst  theitoWn  country,  were  "'  "   '       ""    ' 


menaced  with  death-^hatdurinirtheen^gemebt 
a  certai  n  Roher  t  HT>wel  L  of  Ne  w  York  ^as  woundr 


off— that  just  befoi*e  his  death,  while  .in  the  act  of 
sending  to  some  relation  some  token  of  remera- 
brance^a  British  oflBcer  inquired  ^ow  he  did-^lhat 
Howell  replied'  and  told  him  he  was  dying,  and 
said  '^  see  tcy  what  yon  hare  brought  me,  to  force 
me  to  ight.ftgainst«BybM>tbers;  my -own  country- 
men hare  'taken  niy  life  through  your  mean's^ 
luet  the  curtain  drop  irud  hide  the  body  of  How- 
ell f rooTi  our.sight !    .  ' 

Tlvus  twenty-dgl^t  years  hare  elapM,  and  the 
only  remedy  which  we  iuire  attempted  against 
these  crying  enormities  has, been  negotiatioii«and 
remonajrsnce.  and  so  far  from  producing  any  bener 
ficial  effect^  Great  bHtiin  .has  made  new'intiora- 
tioos  and  urged  new  p.refeqsions,  until' the  neutral 
lighu  of  the  United  Slates  ftre  entirely  destroyed. 
Let  it  not  be  forgotl^.  that  for  the  abuses  enume- 
rated w^r  is  not  alone]  urg^,  but  those  practices 


opinions  do  not  lessen  the  confidence  due  %o  tlioee 
who  faithfully  serve  their  country,  aod  who  . 
wouI.d  lay  dpwn  theii:  life  for  it.  This  reflection 
brings  to  -  memdry  the  late  memdraUe  conflict 
upon  the  Wabash.  Goverabr  Harrisbn  pitched  hia 
teats  dear  the  Prophet's  town;  and  although  this 
fanatic  had  hi^  followers  collee ted,  and  the'Amer-. 
caU  forces  were  ao^idus  re  fioiah  urdrk  by  an  open 
and  xtay-ltghuengagement.  if  there  was  a  neces-. 
sity  to  resort  to  arms,  -their  impetuous  ralor  was 
easily  stayed^  when  they  Were  informed  that  the 


ing,  and"  the  ^u^idn  of  Mood  was  to'  be'  spared* 
But  in  the  ttilept  watches  of  the  nigh^  reliered 
from  the  fatigues  of  raU»r,  and  slumbering  under 


ed  with  a  cannon  ball^  his  whole  thigh  Was  sbot^  the  perfidious  promj^e  of  the  sa rages,  who  were' 


now  continue  and  are  put  in  mope  rigorous  ete-  •  woun^led  oo'both  sides ;  gnd  the  volunteers  and  the 


cutioD. '  We  would  agree  to-  suffer  ^fae  fnjttries 
inflicted  for  the  Ake  of  peace ;  but  no  principle  of 
piraev  is  reKoquiihed,  nor  is  any  fibuse  changed,' 
and  the  United  ^Statesare^liow  thieriotiitos  of  this 
desolating  system.  May  the  wrath  of  this  nation 
kindle  intoi^  dime  and  become  a  consuming  firel 
Thoiigh  klow^o  anger*  owy  her  indignation  be 
like  the  rushing  of  mighty  waters  and  th^  yMz^i- 
nip  erdptions  of  HecU ! 

The  gentlemin  frpm  Virginia  l)M  called  the 
military  regula'r  forces  mercenaries.  If  by  this 
appellattbn  any  reproach  or  d^radation  is  in- 
tended, its  justice  ami  propriety»i9  deoi€d.  '  In 
thpeslike  the  present,  when  dangiers  thicken  upon 

I  us,  at  the  bomeat  when  we  are  compelled  by 
ibost  waotoQ.tyraniiy  upon  the  hjgb  seas,  and  upon 
land  may  be  added,ip  abandon  our  peacellil  hab- 
ita  for^ih^  dia  of  irms/pfficers  and  .soldiers  in  this 

_  coiiDtr][  are  governed  bythe  noble- feelings  of  pa^ 
triotism  and  of' valor.  The  history  of  the  world 
may  he  ransacked ;  other  nations  may  be  brought 


infuriated  aqd  made  drunk  by  British  traders, 
dreamihff  of  the  tender  ^mile  ofa  mother,  and  the 
fond  Embraces  of  .affectionate  litres,  and  of  prat- 
tling cbUdteo  upon  their  knees,  on  their  ref^ra 
from  the  ftuigues  of  a  campaign  !^*|he  destroyers 
came  irith.  the'^ilcu^  instrametfu  af^jtbalh,'tke. 
war  .GUib,the^ scalping  knife,  the  tomahawk,  and  * 
the^bow  aad  arrow;  with  these. t|ie^  penetrate 
info  the  heart  of  .09r  forces-^they-^ter  the  tents 
of  our  officers-^naany  cloee  their  eyes  in  death-^ 
.fi  was  aifying  moment  for  the  rea^tof  our  heroes, 
hlitth^y  Were  equal  to  the  dreadful  oecasioa.  The 
American  forces  flew  to  arms  ^  they  rallied  at  the 
Voice' of  their  offlcer:^,  and  soon  cheeked  the  #ok'k 
of  de^th.  The  aairages  were  suecesKively  and 
successfully  charged  and-  driven  iiiHil- day-light, 
when  they  idisippeared  'like  the  mist  of  mornings  • 
In  tVls  dreadful  conflict  many  were  kiHed'  and 


Ve^iinent  under  Colonel  Boyd  acted  and  fought 
with  equal  bravery ,ai^d  to  their  immortal  honor. 
The  volunteers  from  Kentuifky  were  men  of  valor 
and  worth-^young'men  of  hopeful  pra^jpeets^  and 
married  men  of  reputatioq  and  inteiligen^j  gov- 
erned bytio  mercenary  views — honor  prompted 
th^m  to  serve  th^'ir  country.  Some  of  these  fallen- 
heroes  yrere  my  acq^iaintanees.  my  friends:  one 
not  the  least  cCQupicaoUs  lived  in  vo/f  district-— 
Colonel  Owens;  Colonel  Daviess,  a  neighbor.' 
You,  Mr.  Speaker,  know  the  worth  of  some  of 
these  men ;  and  1  regret  that  yotuafe  not  in  my 
place  to  speak  their  praisct  So  long  as  the  re- 
cords of  this  transaction  remain,  tlie*9th  of  fio' 
v^mM  will  not  be  forgotten, and  trmeshall  only 
brighten  the  fane  of  the  deeds  of  our  army,  aiid 
a- tear  shall  be  shed  for  those  who  h^ve  faOeo.. 
But  the  loss  wijl  not  be  felt  by  the  public  alone  ^ 
thefrietads  of  their  so^al  hours  will  .regret  their 
loss ;  the  widow  will  moara  her  diacooeOlate  sicu'^ 
ation;  the  Orphta  shall  cry  for  ihe  retmra  of  ^ 
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father  in^yain;  and  th«  mofber carry  her  Borrow 
to  thfi  mve.  Let  this.orDamented  hall  be  clothed 
>  with  the  symbols  of  fflourniDgf,  although  our  army 
*  proved  victQFrous  in  war;  and'  to  their  o^emory 
Ut-.A  moDoment  be  erected  in  the  hearts  of  a  ^ate^ 
ful'  cooDtry.  ^  '     r    - 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Speaker.  1  mast  be^  -the 


indulgel^ce  of  the  House wbiie  1  deliieer  ipy  opin-j  secQre  froin  an  attack, Jiad  unbounded  tnflQeoce^ 


ioxi  OD  the  subject  dqw  under  aonsideration.  the 
inost  important  ibat*  has  be^n  submitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates.  Iv  sir,  shall  take 
the  liberty  ofvarying  the  question  fr6m.  the  hon-» 
orable  member  frun^  Virginia,  (Mr.  EAifDoi.PflO 
who  yesterday  considered  it  a  question'  of  pbace 
or  vfmu  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  question  .of  war 
or  submission,  dire  alternatives,  of  whicfb,  hp'w- 
ever,  I  Irust  no  honest  America!^  cari  hesiikte  fn 
choosing,  when  the  onestion  is -correctly  staged 
and  distinctly  understood. ,  The  geatleman  from 
Virginia  contends'  that  it  is  tt  disputef  about  the 
clirrying  trade,  brourht  .oq  us  by  the  cupidity  of 
the  Anierican  merchants,  in  .which  the  farmer 
ai|d,pJanter  have  little  inte>est}  Ihathe  will  not 
consent  to  tar  hts'con«>tituents  to  .carry  on  a 'war 
for  it;  that  tiie  enemy* is  invulnerable  on  tne- 
'' mountain  wave,?  the  element  of  our  wrongs,' 
but  should  they  violate  the  ^^naiaie  9olum,"'he 
would  point  all  the  energies  of  the  nation  and 
ayenge  the  Wrong.'  Was  that  gentleman  ftricken 
on  tl^  nose .  by  a  naan  so'tiill  that  he  could  not 
reach  his  nose,  I  strongly  iiicline  to  think  his 
manly  pride  would  not  permit  him  to  decline  the 
conflict.  Sir,  the  honorable  member  is  incorrect 
in  his  preniises,  and,- of  coarse^  in  bisconclodoas. 
1  will  endeavor  to  convince,  him  of  this,  and 
shall  he  gratified  if  I  can  enlist  his  talents  on  the^ 
side  of  a,bleedi6g  country.  Sir,  the  violations  of  ^ 
the  isommercial  rightsof  which  w.ecoiplphiio  da 
not  only  em^racrthe  carrying  trade,  properly- so- 
caUe^  but  also  the  carrying  of  the  products  of 
our  own  soil,  the  fruits  ofour  own  indijistry; 
.  thefe,  although  injucious  only  to  our  property, 
-  are  just  causes  of  wi^r>  Bat,  sir,  the  impressment 
of  our  native  seamen  Is  a.strok*e  at  the  vitajs  of 
liberty  itself,  and  although  it  does  not. touch  the 
"tuuik  i&lutHij"  yet  it' enslaves  the  •^'fta/tt^o» 
^iotf";— the  native  sons  of  America^  and,  in  the. 
raiio  ihat,.lib.erty  is  preferable  to  property,  ought 
10  enlist  the  patriotic  feelings  of  that  honorable, 
member;  and  make  his  ^osom  burn' with- that 
holy  fire  that  inspired  the  patriots  of  theRevplu- 
tion- 
Sir,  the  carrying  ft^de-^by  which  I  me^n  the 
.  carrying  articles  the  growth,  produce^  or  manu* 
faeture  of  a  foreign  cTime— except  articles  con- 
traband of  war-^is  as  much  the  right  pT  the' 
American  people  as.the^^arrying  the  products  of 
their  own  soil„and  is  not  only  secured  by  the  law 
of  nations,  but  bytbe. positive; provisions  of  the 
British  Treaty^ '  To  us,  sir,  it  is  an  alMmportant 
rieht.  We  import  from. the  West  Indies,  annu- 
aily,  property  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  Of 
doUarSy^for  which  we  paV  idvthe  products  ofour 
own  soil;  pf  (this,  ten  milftopsonly  ^re  consumed^ 
in  the  Untied  States,  and  the  ^urpl'a&tnirty  mil' 


the  Anlerican  merchant  pays  three  per  cent  on 
the  duties  to  the  United  States,  bStains  the  profits 
on  the  freight  of  thirty  miliions  of  dollars,  and 
furnishes. a  maiketfor  Americnn  nrod actions  to 
the  same  amount.-  The  honorable  gentleman - 
from  'Virffinta  said,  that  that  Ihtle  spot  in  Mary- 
land,.  Baltimore,  which  was.  well  fortified  and 


lioae  arevexported  to  ioreiga  couDthea^  on  whioht  1  mous  praotice,  in  vAin. 


"that  the  lords  of  Baltimore" governed  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  Maryland  i  n '  tbeir^votes  on  this 
subject.  No,  sir,  every  .district  of  Mi^yland  sol- 
emnly protests  against  submission  tb  any  forein 
Pow'er,  and  I  have  ne  dpubt  Will  approve  the 
voles  of  their  members  on  this  floor,  **  to  prepare 
for  war."  or  for' war  itself, '^rather  than  submis- 
sipn.  Baltirattre,  by  the  industry  and  coramer^ 
cial  .enter prise  of  h^r  citizens,  bai  grown  out  of 
the  sea  info  a  sreat  commeVcial  city,  fias^diffused 
the  (benefits  of  eoramerce  into  every  seciioa  of 
the  State,  by  making  a  great  demand  for  the  pra- 
d^iets  of  QUr  soil  and  ^  industry^  and  a  coosequeat 
increase  df  price.  ?^ereby  every  foot  of  land  in 
Marjland  !»  madd'  more  valuable,  and  wbareby 
fbe  ilitereft  of  every,  part  of  tha.'  Stitte  is  identi- 
fied with  theirs;  for  this  she  is  justly  entitled  to 
our  respect.  But,  sir,  she  ban  no  pccasion  to  in- 
fuse her  patriotic-fire^sa  pre-eminent  in  the  case 
of  the.  Chesapuake-*-rnto  the  Representatives  of 
Maryland.  They  know  the  wishes  of  their  cob* 
stituents,  and  will  most  certainly  obey  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  if  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  will  not  defend  thi^  oartying  of  foreign 
articles,  he  will  defend  the  carrying  the  product? 
of  our  own  soil,  a-  right  mbst  disgracefully  vio- 
lated. When«oqr  own  citizens  haye  been  carry- 
ing prdvisicrps-^he'produee  of -their  own  soil,  in 
their  own  ships^^to  feed  the  ai'mies  of  England, 
and  her  allien  on  the  continent  of  Eorope,  they 
have  been  captured  bu  their  homeward-bound 
passage,  on  their  own  coast,  and  condemned  in  a 
British  Court  of  Admirj^ty.  tf  rhhs  does  not  in- 
spire him,  yet  I  ^m  not  without  hofies  that  when 
he  seflects  on  the  fmprecsdient  of  our  native 
American  'Seamen,  while  carrying  the  products 
of  our  owi^  industry  to.  maiPket,  thousands  of 
whom,  at  this  moment,  are  languishing  nnderthe 
ignominious  scmirge,  on  board  the  infernal  fioat* 
ing castles  of  Qfeat  Britain,  he  will  feel  like  an  - 
American,  devoted  to  avenge  their  wron^  He 
has  said,  that. if  Qreat  Britain  had  an  agency  in 
exciting  the  Indians  to- the  massacre  of  the  troop 
under  Gk>vernor  Harrisons,  he  won  Id  avenge  it. 
Sir,  can  lie  then  feel  less  bound  to  avenge  the 
slavery  and  death  of  American  impressed  sea- 
men, committed  directly  by  Britone  themselves, 
than  the  death,  of  citizens  by  the  savappes  throogh 
a  3ritish  affedcy  1  I  should  iike  to  hear  Mm  ex- 
ercise his  Togioat  talent  fn  the  discrimination  of 
these  cases,  which,  however  profound,,  would,  i 
presume,-  be  in'efiectual  to  that  purpase.  Sir,  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  is  of  ancient 
date.  The  outrage  was  remonstrated  against  by 
our  Wasbington,  and  by  every  Admin^lration 
since,  and  every  diptomatio  energy,  in  every  Ad* 
ministration,  exerted  to  put  a  stop  to  this  iafa- 
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Mr.  dp«aker.  I  a<k  honorable  genilemeQ  if*  we 
I        arie.Bot  bound  by  the  mo^t  solenno  ties  to  protect 
our  seamen  bf  atl  the  lawful  means  we  possess? 
I  have  ever  eonsidered  that  protection  and  a)le- 
I        gianee  were  reciprocal  obligations-<^the  oouhter- 
,        parts  of  each  other;  that  the  protection  of  (4ie 
citizen  in-  his  liberty  was' secured  to  him  by  the 
I        Oon9tittttl6ti.  «n4  eyery  memJ^r  of  the..Govern- 
ment  bount)  by  (Vath  to  support  that  C(^nsthui ion, 
securing  to  him  that  right     I  askf  should  an 
impressed  American  seaman  who  had"  been  fot 
seven  ye^rs  under  the  1asb,  and  whom  we  had, 
during  that  time  iieslected,  b^  indicted  for  high 
treason '  when  found,  with  -our  enemies,  in  arms 
against  us — should  he  plead  specialty  that  fact, 
wouMit  avail  himi    And  if  it  would  not,  how 
can  we  m^leet  to  protect  him  jn  bis  liberty,  so-: 
cnred  by  the  social  compact  which  we  ^re  bound 
by  oath  to  eiL^oute?    Mr.  Spealcer,.it  is  well 
knoW.n  that,  my  sympathies  haire  always  been' 
enlisted  for  this  hardy  and  valu^bre  class  df  qui 
Velio w>ci(izens,  who,  though  poor,  yet  as  "  honest 
tars,''  proverbially,  in  d 'peculiar  iQanner  are  en- 
titled to  our  proteetlon.    t      .  '♦,  » 

Sir,  we  all  recollect  the  capture'  of  the  Phila- 
delphia' by*  the  Tuirks,  and  we  xan  never  forger 
bow  the  pews  of  so  manyiorourfellow-chizens 
being  objected  to  Turkish  bondage,  ip  a  moment 
sd  electrified  the  sympathies  of  tlie  Americlm  p^o^ 
pie  that  atsquadron  was,  without  delay;  despatched 
to  the  Mediterranean,  aiyd  a  Itir^Csum  of  jnouey 
voted  for  \\ie\x  ransom.  But)  siF,'\he  murder  of 
Pierce^  ip  our  own  waters;  the  killing  of  our  cit- 
izens in  the  Chesapeake.^' the  han^ng  of  Wilson 
in  cold  blood,  taken  out  of  Hi»t  ship  by  viblenee ; 
and  the  very  recent  case  of  the  American  citi- 
zen impressed  itlto  the  "Little  Beh"  and  com* 
pelted  to  fight  a^inst  his  own  eoootrymen,  and 
who  was  killed  in  that  action,  are  fresh  in  oiir 
recollectiotL  And  if  these  outrages^  which  cry 
aloud  for  vengeance,  do  not  animate  you,  I  fear 

SI  sacred  fii^  that  inspired  your  fathers  in  xi^ 
volution  is  nearly  extingurshed,  and  the  liberty 
^of  theh*  degenerate  sons  in  jeopardy.  ' 

Mr.  speaker,  ther  gentleman  from  Virginia  \f9ks 
declared  that,  if  he  could  belieye  that  the  late 
massiacre  of  the  troops,  in  the  attack  ob  Governor 
Harrison  by  the  Indians,  ubder  the  Prdphet,  was 
the  effect  of  British  agency,  he  would  unite- with 
us,  heart  and  hand,  and  perM>nally  assist  to  avitfnge 
the  bloody  deed.  I  feel  a  confidence,  that,  if  the 
gentleman,  will  attend  to'ihe  circumstances  oft 
this  cefse,  and  take  a  retvospeotive  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Government,  he  will  feel 
n6  doubt  of  the  fact.  I  will  take  the- liberty  of 
pointing  the  gentleman's  attention  to  some  or  the 
prominent  features  oftbat  Gk>yei(nmettt,  which 
wlU  go  far  in  Establishing  that  fact."  When  Dun- 
more,  Governor  of  Virginia  in  1775,  found  it  ne^' 
cessary  to  quit  the  Be/tt  of -goveYnment,  and  go  on 
board  the.Beet  for  safety  from  the  Revolutionary 
vengeance  of  the  patriots  of  Virginia-^t  a  period, 
too,  when  the  Americans  were  suing  for  justice 
by  their. humble  petitions  to  the  King  and  Parlia-  > 
ment; -and  when  that  Chatham,  the  j^entleuan 
fronryifginia  has  so  highly  extolled,  was  the  ad* 


.vo^cate  of  our  vfolated  rrgbtsr-Durimofe''iseued  a 
proclamation  inviting  the  negroes  to  his  standard ; 
to  cut  the  rhrda;'s  of  their  masters 7  ^a ml  promised 
them  a  pardon.  This  fact,i  know,' from  having 
presented  that  jjiroolamation  to  a  court  at  North- 
amptou  in  Virginia,  to  induce  then\  to  commute 
the  punishment  of  death,  passed  on  some  of  the 
-victims  of  his  perfidy, .to  working  in  the  'mines;, 
which 'they  did.*'  i  wjH  next  remind  the  gentle- 
man of  tb^  speech bf-Lord  Dorehvster  to th^' In- 
dians after  the  peace,  in  which  he  advises  them 
to  use  the  tomahawk  and  scaiping-knife,  where- 
by numbers^  of  the  Inhabitants'  of  the  frontieia. 
of  ail  age>,  sexes,  and  conditfons;.wer^  sacrificed. 
This  was  the  cause  of  the  Indian  war  that  shortly 
aft^jT  took  plaee.  This  fact  was  attested  by  the 
newspapers  of  the  day,,  whioh*  had  Universal^ 
credit. 

Theseva^ee  go  to  prove  that  the  prlfteipl<»  that 
ought  to  govern  civilized  nations  have,  at  all 
times,  been  totally  di^re^rded  by. the  officers  and 
ag«nte  of  that  Government.  After  these  eases, 
we  shall  fisel  liCtle  hesttat ion  in.- believing  there 
wa^  a  British  agency  in  the  ca^e  of  the  massacre. 
bf  the  Prophet's  troops  on  Governor  Harrison's . 
detachment,  when  the  ckcu instances  relied  on 
are  duty  eon^deredl  At  the  late  great  council 
^ith  Governor  Harrisdt»^  the  chiel^  of  many 
trfbes  were  convened,  all*  of  whom,  except  Te*' 
^UBiBeb^  the  Prophet's  brdtber,  in  their  speeches 
avowed  their. friendly  dispositions,  and  devotion . 
\Q  peace  with  the  Ujnited  States.  T6cumseh|- 
who,  with  a  number  of  bis  tribe,  came  from  Fort 
'Maiden,  in  Canada,  declared  his  hostile  inten- 
tion^ against  the  United  States,  left  the  council 
with  that  avowed  infenUpn,  aiid  returned'  again 
to.Fort  Maiden.  Shortly  after  ibis^  the.9haw- 
anees  assembled  a  large  body  in  arm^  in  the 
Indiana  Ternary,  under  the  Prbpbett  and  com- 
mitted the  assault  od  the  troops  of  .Governor 
Harrison,  though  they  ha^e  paid  for  thefr  temer- 
ity. '  TMa,  1  trust;  connected  as  it  is  with  the  im- 
morality and  ^xtraordiufi^ry  pretensions  of  that 
Grovernment  at  this  erins,  will  satisfy,  not  only 
the  genfieman  from  Virginiaj  bui  this  House,  Of 
a  British  agency  in  the  ca^e. 

But  to  divert  ou^  attention  from  the  wr^gs  of 
which  we  complain^  the'  geutleman  freni  Virginia 
tells  us  th^t  out  owa  restrictive  systenii  Das  un- 
done us ;  that  our  cotton  is  red.Dced  to  ^even  ceiits, 
and  our  tobactso  to  nothing.'  Sir,  there  are  now 
no  restrictiop^  to  the  exportation  of  thesb  article, 
and  if  that  had  been  the  cause,  on  its  removal  the 
efiect  woul(f  have  ceased  with  it.*  No,  sir,  wear^' 
to  look  for  the  cause  6f  the  reduction  of  the  orice^i 
of  our  cbtioh  and' tobacco  in  the  political,  and' 
commercial  history  of  Europe.  Tbb  price  of  cpt<> 
too  depends  on  the  demand  for  the  manufaccarea 
of  that  article ;  the  Kogfishmade  cottons  depend- 
ed 00  the  continental  markets,-  firom  which  the 
British  manufacture  ^e  excluded.  The  prieeof 
tobacco  dever  was  materially  Varied  by  theoon^. 
sUmpiioj^  in  England,  hut  depended  on  the&r^ 
eign  demdnd  from  Great  Britain,  which,  by  their 
exQlbsion  from  the  continent,  is  almost  entirely 
arrested.    Slir,  »f 'We  examine,  with  candor,  thfr 
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cause  of  tha  reduotiog  of  (he  prices  of  th^se.acd* 
cles,  we  siti^ll  find  tlTat  the  retaliatorjr  systeoi  o( 
thetwoffreit  helliffereDla^ produced  it:  ^^Tbe  Brit- 
ish prociamatroQ.Wockading  ajritem,"  of  180^,  in- 
dviced  the  coDtioeiUal  blockade  of  1807,  and  oUi« 
iDiitety  ibe  interdiction  of  all  Articles  the  growth, 
nroduee,  or  nAtnufacture  of  Great  Britaiiv.to  tho 
Cpntinent. 

America,  ever  faithful  to  herself^,  deterinioed 
to  pr^erve  »  4late  of  neutrality,  hpd  itot  to  com* 
mit.  her  destinies  with  either  of  the  great  belli- 
gerents  who  were  deciding  die  ri^/and^  fall  op 
empires,  by  t^e  sword,  4ind  recording  their  destk 
nies  in  blood.  Oprpolicy  was  peace,  and  in  thfs 
we  peisevered  with  ^  degree  ot  equkniipity  un- 
exampled in  the  aonals  of /he  world:  nor,  sir, 
was  the  non-intdreourse  act,  now  so  violently 
complained  of  by  Qreat  Britain,  marked  whhthe 
slightest  shade  of  p^rti»Uty.  By  tfaatasf,  ^t  the 
same  thne,  and,  as  it  were,  *'  unojlatu,^^  w'e  offered 
to  both  nations  the  same  terms,  agreed,  not  to  ira<> 
port  any  articfes^  the  growth,  produce,  or  mAnu-' 
Mcture,  of  the  oth^r,  her  colonies  or  depejiden^ies, 
on  either  revoking  theijt  edicts  violating  our  neu> 
^al  commerce^  unless  they  should,  within  three 
noiontbs'ih'eieafier,  revoke  their  edicts.  The  Em- 
peror  of  the  French  did  reypke  his-decrees*,  but 
the  Britiish  did  not  reyoke  their  Orderi..in  Coiin- 
cil  within  the  three  months,  But  Congress,  in  her 
peaceful  policy,  by  a^  law,  tnvited  her,  and  Au« 
thorlzed  her  to.do.it  at  any  time,-  so  that,  in  fact, 
she  may  bQ  considered  as  fixing  the  restriction^ 
of  Which  she  complaiqs,  on  herself,  as  she  has  it 
in  her  poweir  to  remove  them  at  her  will  and 
pleasure. 

•  Sir,  the  moBstrous  pretensions  ixtti^ted  on  bj 
her  Minister,  near  the  United  Stat^,'were  npt- 
lessexceplioaable  in  their  matter.  However,  the 
American  Minister,  in  a  style  and  manner  thet 
did  honor  to  his  h^d  and  his. heart,  detected 
and  exposed  their  falUcies^  and  placed  the  tlnir 
ted  States  OB  that  high  ground  her  just  claims 
entitled  her  to  hold,  and  gave  a  celebrity  to  that 
State  paper,  that  it  will  be  quoted  with  pride  by 
tl^B  American  statesman,  as  the  mirror  of  British 
insolence.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that  the  gen tleioan  from 
Virginia  should  ascribe  to  gentlemen  of  the  West^ 
a. disposition  for  ^v»  with  a  view  to  raise  the 
n'rioe  of  their  hemps  or  to  the  gentleman  of  the 
North,  with  a  view;  to  raise  the  price  of  thejj 
beef  and  flour.  These,  sir,  :a  re  selfish  motives, 
and  such  I  cannot,  for  a  moment,  believe,  will  be 
uken  into  consideration  j  tbey  will,  with  ererf 
other  sect  ion.  of  the  Union,  .uilita  ip  deciding  it 
on  its  merits;  they  will  count  the  wrongs  we 
have  sustained ;  they  will  reflect  thai  the  hono|-« 
i\^e  interest,  find  the'  very  .independence,  of  the 
United  Slates,  is  directly  attacked;  they  will,  as 
guardiansoftbettfliiOD^s  rights,  agreeably  totiiead^ 
vicepf  the  Administration,  ''put  the  United  3tfkte» 
inh>ap  ^rmor  and  an  fiuitude  demanded  by  the  cri- 
sis, and  correspondent  with  the  national  spirit  and 
expectations;'^  they  witi  prepare  to  chasti^se  the 
wrongs  of  the  British  Cabinet,  which  the  Presi- 
4ieat  Xfill^  tt^  ''.hare  the  character  'as  well  as  the 


effect  of  war^on  our  commercial  ri/|^h(^  which 
no  independent  nation  can  relinquish.''  They 
will  decide  with  the  President,  the  Executive  or* 
gan  of  the  nation'^  will,  *'  that  these  wrongs  are 
no  longer  to  be  endured."  They  will  decide  with 
the  Commlitee  of  Foreign  Relations,  *',that  for- 
bearance longer  to  repel  these  wrpngs  has  ceased 
to  be  a  vijrtuci"  and,  1  dope  they  will  decide  with 
me,  that  "submission  is  a  crima;  and,  sir,  if  they 
will  examine  a  document  on  that  table,  1  mean 
the  reittcns  of  the^  twelftli  Congress,  and  compare 
them  with  the  eleventh,  they 'will  ftad  i^earlf  one 
half  of  the  eleve(l(b  GongK^sss  removed.  This,  sir. 
may  ^correctly  be,  considered  as.  the  sentence  ot 
the  natioA  against  the  doctrine  of  stibmission ;  it 
is  certainly  an  expression  of  thenaiioo's  will,  ia 
a. language  not  to  be  misunderstood^ and  too  se- 
riQus  in  iu  application  not  ^  be  respected.^  We 
have  also,  sir,  the  expression  pf  Maryland,  through 
her.Seiliilte,  who  unaoimously  approved  the  spir- 
ited resolutions,  introduced  bV  toe  late  Governor, 
who  did  not  suffer  his  exposea  si(uatiqn,  sO  alarm- 
ing,  in  tl^e  opinioa  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  deter  him'  fr6m  doinff  his  dutjr.  We 
have  also,  sir,  the  resolutions  of  the  JLegislatiire 
of  Pennsylvania,  an  honest  test  of  their  non-stib- 
mis^ioct principles,  Mr^Speaker,  I pannot  forbear 
the  remark  that,  while  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ascribes  to  the  West  and  to  the  North  in- 
terested motives,  be  confesses  that  the  situation 
of^the  blacks  in  the.State'he  re}>resents,  impressed 
as^they  are  with  the  new  French  principles  of 
liberty,  and.  their  desire  for  the  fraternal  hog-,  are 
seriously  to  be  feared  ^  that  these  hew  principles 
have  been  taught'  th^m  by  the  pedlers  from  the 
East,  who,  wnHe  ihey  .sell  iheir  trinkets,  incul- 
cate these  doctrines.  He  suffers  his  fears  for  the 
State  he  r^presenu,  i^  the  event  of  a  war,  on  ac- 
count of  the  blacks,  to  interest  him ;  and  had  he 
not  told  us  that.  if.  the  ^tuUale  solurti"^  was  touch- 
ed, or, that,  if 'there  was  a  Britisb  agency  in  the 
laxe  attack  oti  Governor  Harrison,  he  would  go  ta 
war,  I  should  have  been  teadv  to  conclude  thsci| 
as  the  stale  of  the  hUcks  would  be  a  pemiaoent 
objection,  no  cause  coul4  occur'  that  would  in<- 
duce  him  to  go  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker^  the  gentleman  from  Virginia^iys, 
he  expects  to  be^charged  with  being  under  Brit- 
ish influence ;  however,  he  disregarded  it.  I  as- 
sure him  I  shall  not  be  one  of  hisi  accusers ;  I  be- 
lieve him  governed  hyJUmaelf^  and  influenced  by 
pure  American  motives,  aod  thaf,  it  he  sa#  the 
subject  as  I  do,  his<  bosom  would  burn  With  the 
same  sacred  fire,  to  avenge  our  wrongs;  and  were  . 
I  to  hear  him  charged  in  his  absence  with  British 
influence,  I  should  repel  it^  notwithstanding  h^ 
has  told  us,  in  a  pridelul,tnanoer,  that  he  had  de-  ' 
scended  from  British*  ancestors;  that,  frogia 
Shakspeare  he  had  formed  his  tasie,  from  a  Lc^ke 
his  mindj  from  a  Chatham  his  politics,  from 
a  Sydqey  his  p&(riotism,  frbm  a  TiUotsqn  his 
religion.  Mr.  Speaker,  had  I  been  thai  hoaqi> 
able  member,  I  should  have  boasted  a  nobler 
line  of  ancestry-;  I  .should  have  claimed  my 
desceat  from  the  bearctless  Powhatan^  and  the 
imitu)r(ai  Pocahontas ;  aod  I  sboold  haye  takea 
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as  models,  from  my  owo  dtate,  a  IJenry  ifor  my 
eloqoeoc«,  a  JeffersoD  for  my  politics^  a  Wasln 
ington  for  my  patriotism,  and*  a  \l«disoQ,  or  ra-^ 
ther  ilie  Oracles  of  R^vehttiaa/  Tor  my  reNgion. 
Bat,  sixt  1  am,my<elf  so  much  a  Romao,  that  I 
can  trcrly  say,  in  their  iang^uage^ 

**  Aut  gehtu  out  proavost  out  quanon  fed^mUf  \p9t9 
vix  ea  nodrd  voco,**  •       i        ^ 
'*  Honor  and  shamd  from  ^o  eondition  rise, 
Act  well  yoor  parf,-ihsre  all  the  honor  lies."' 

Sip,  (he  charge  of  foreign  idflueDce,  and  the  re- 
eriminatioQ  of  one .  political  party  by  the  other, 
are  unpMsant  things.  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
the  curtain  of  oblivion  drasvn.over  them,  and  all 
uniting  under  the  nobler  distitiAtion  ef  Ametican. 

Ipsir,  fe^l  it  due  to  the  Federalist^.qf  {Maryland 
io  deolare  that,  when  the  outrage  was  epmmiued 
on  the  Chesapeake,  >hey  expressed  an  equal  zeal 
\o  aveoge  ibe  wrong,  and  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
ves under  the  standard  of  their  comtBoa  coon* 
try.  lybr,  sir,ean  I,  from  the  p) easing  aspect  this 
Houae' presented  when  acting  on  rbe  first  retolu- 
tioq,  Aiel  a  doubt  t^^t  they  will^on  all  proper  oc-* 
easions,- zealously  co-operate  la  protecting  )he 
solid  interests  6f  this  country,  to  which  tbefr  des- 
tinies are  eoiomitied. 

Sir,  I  sincerely  rejifret  ifaitt  the  gdotl^ati  from 
Virginia  should  treat,  with  so  ipt|ch  freedom^  that 
class  of  society,  which)  in  case  ef  a  war,  muet 
make  the'  stapding  army.  It  H^s  illy  calcuUted 
to  aid  the  recruiting  service,  to  call  them  .^  the 
SCO d lings  of' the  seaports,  to  be  collected  by  tl\e 
scavengersof  the  army,"  ^  the  engihes  of  jdespot- 
ism,"  ever  danj^r^us  to  liberty.  '  This  could 
Imve  no  good  effect.  That  tfaeie  is  a  mixed  soci- 
ety in  the  s^a^rts  Ftjadmit— adventurers  from  all 
Da tiooa^biit4ne  great  mass  of  oar  peonle  areiciriily 
respectable;  and  Itrustthehoneetyofthejr  prin- 
ciples is  not  to  be  measured  by  ^ny  standard:  of 
w,eaitb.'  The.  usual  bou&ty  and  pEiy,  with  the 
160  acres  of  land;  Und  the  love  of  their  country, 
will  i|iattc6  ouv  respectable  young  men  .to  enlist ; 
tlieywiU  never  suffer  tho^e  rights,  fAeir  inheri- 
tofiee,- purebaaed  by  the  blood  of  thefr  fathers  of 
the  R^volurion,  to  life  lostby  the  degeneracy  oTtheir 
■OBS.  I  wish  lentlemeU)  when  they  speak  of  the 
soldiery,  would- recollect  how  they  eame  ifttothisr 
-House,  and  by  whose  blood,  the  indepesdence  of 
the-  United  Stated'  was  purehased.  -  Sir,  if  they' 
will  examine  their  own  history,  they  will  find  that 
the  tax  in.  Mood  was  paid  by  the  poor  in  the  ra- 
tio of  sixty-four  16  four,  the  numbet  df  .privates 
'  whea^  compared  with  the  bfllcers ;  4ittd,  i^deed^ 
they  will'  find  that  mai>y  of  the  best  officers  were 
)K>or,  Bir,  w;e  know  many^oftfae  privateaof  that 
ai^y  who  avd  now  among  the  most  respeetibl^ 
of  oUr  citizens. 

'■■  Sir,  have  we  forgotten  the  disinterested  patriot- 
ism,pf  It  Paulding,  a  Williams,  and  a  Yanwert, 
,  who  eondupted  Andre  to  the  gibbet?   They. were 
P^r,  but  honest-— gold  could  not  epirrupt  them.. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  sam^  patriotism  that  inspired 
their  fatb'e,r^  yet  inspires  their  sons*  We  have, 
with  national  pride,  seen  a  Som^rs,  a  Wada- 
•wortb,  and.an-  Israel,  to  liberate  their  brothers  in 


arms  from  Turkish  sluvery,  perforin  a  prodigy  of 
Yslor  unexampled  in  the  pages  of  history.  It  has 
been  honorably  recorded  in  the  archives  of  Con- 
gress; and  their  monumeAts  in  the  Navy  Yard  will 
ever  be  dear  lo  Americah  seameuiand  an. evidence 
'of  the  magnanimity  of  <he  naval  oiQcers  who  at 
their  owh  expense  erected  tti'em;  and  whc^  in  a 
•  war  for  thehr  imprejBscd  brother  tars,  I  have  no 
doubt  wooid  distidguish  thesiselves  wheuevei  ai\ 
occasMm  presented  itself.  .    ^    , 

S^t,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  frooa  Virginia 
could  he  be  reconciled. to  a  war  and  a  regular 
;army,  would  have,  as  he  tells  us,  iosuperable  dif- 
ficulties on  adcpunt  of  a  commandertin-cbief.  « He 
says  we  .have  no  WABBiiiQ709iand  that  our  pres- 
ent chieftain  is  an  acquiUfidfekn.  Sir,  our^  Wasb- 
moTON  was  little' known atthe  ^omm?ncemeut 
of  the  Revolution,  nor  after  be  Was  known  could 
his  distinguished  character  secure. hipa  agfiinst 
tottijjBttes  to  reoiove  him  from  the  command  of 
Ibe  AiTmy;  however,  tbey  fortunately vf^i led-  I 
am  truly  sorry,  nti  tbat  the  delreacy  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Vikginia^and  the  mere 
delicate  aituation  of  General  Wilk^nspo,  (now 
under  a  tibial  by  a  court  martial,}  had  ao^  restrained  - 
his  inveQtives.  In  sUch  a  case  the  press  is  muz- 
zled, nor  ouf  bt  such  freedom  of  speech  to  be  in- 
dulged in  this  House. 

I  hope  I  shall  be.^xeused  foic  presemin^  the 
resolutions  0/  that.  Congress,  who  were  disiin- 
^liished  in  history  a^  ^' a  coo^teliation  of.  worth* 
les,"  testing  the  eariyi  the  activejand  distinguish* 
ed  services  of  General  Wilkinson,a  pative  oT  Ma- 
rylaad,  with  whom  I  hAve^loog  beeh.  acquainted. 
In  November  6,  1777,.ii  wae 

«  Ruohed,  That  Colonel  Jaihofl  WiUtiB«>n»A4itttaBt 
(Hnes^  of  the  Nortbein  Amy,  ia  consideration  of  his 
serviesa  id  that'  departoenl,  and  being 'strongly  xeeom- 
mended  h^f  jGleneral  CUiss»  as  a  gallant  officer,  and  a 
piomising  mtUtsry  genius.;  and  having  brought  the  des- 
patches to  Cpngreus  giving  an  account  of  the  surrender 
of  Liec^tenant  general  jBprgojrne  and  bis  army;  on  the 
17t^  October  Isst,  lie  continued  in  his  presetot  employ- 
ment, with  a  brevet' of  Brigadier  Qeneral  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States," 

in  Novepabef  6, 1778,  Contiress  proceeded  to  th6 
election  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War  and 
Ord Dance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  James 
Wilkinson,  Esq.,  was  elected.  Again,  on«  the  6th 
March,  1778,  we  find  this  record  of  his  patriotism 
and  ipagnanimity:    .    /        .     ' 

«  A  lettc|rof  the  3d«  from  James  Wilkinson,  \rss  read, 
Mttihg  forth,  ^tiiat  he  is  informed  the  marked  distinc- 
tion conferred  on  him  has  occasioned  a  dissatisfactien 
in  the  Army;'  that,  ^ta  obviate. any  eidbarrassmeat 
ihai  may  i^snlt  from  the  disposition  by  the  conbeqaent 
resignation  of  officers  of  merit,  he  begs  leave  to  relin- 
quish his  brevet  of  Brigadier,  willing  to  hold  no  com- 
miaafon,  nnleaa  he  can  wear  it  to  the  honor  and  advan- 
tage of  his  country ;  '|nd  that  his  conduct,,  however 
repugnant^  to  fashionable  ambition,  he  finds  cenaiste4t 
with  thOM-priaciples  lor  which  he>early  drewhis  sword 
in  the  present  contest" 

^Ruohtd^  ThatJt^isroeignatipnhea4soepted." 

Hera  is  a  record  of  his  having  distinguidbed 
hknsetf  in  his  early  youthj4n'  the  opinion  at  Qoa- 
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gressjwho  priesented  hifti'a  sword,  which  he  wove 
^ith  distinetioD  lo  the  end  of  the  wnf. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  fiod  him  Afterwards  in  the  con-' 
fidence  of  the  great  WashikgtoK,  when  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  whose  penetratiou  ancj 
knowledge  of  him  taught  him  to  appreciate  his. 
worth ;  whose  confidei)ce  he  retained  till  his  death. 
We  ftnd  him  in  the  confidence  of  ^?er^  Admin- 
htratiori— the  favorite  of  hi$  eonoiry — until  he 
nipped  ^a^r's  treason  in  the  had,' and  bad  brought 
the  traitor'  nearly  to  the  «fbbet,  and  had  sent  on 
m  number  of  cJioice  spitiU]  connected  with  him 
In  the  work  of  treason,  to  be  dealt  with  a€cordit»g 
to  their  criraes^noflfence  of  too  deep  a  dye  eVer 
to  be  forgirenr  by  them  and  their  powerful  friends. 
Henre,^  ahhough  hie  received  the  approtatioo  of 
his  ^Government,  and.the  plaudits  of  a  grateful 
/counlry,  be'  drew  down^pon  himself  i|  train  of 
.persecutors  and  slanderers,  of  wh0iie  history^  you 
are  well  informed ;  of  whom  I  faavelio  he«i^{ioti 
in  saying,  that,  if  they  were  prosecuted  for  their 
forgeries  and  perjOHes  with  half  the  seal  that  be 
hhs  been  persecuted,!'  redly  belieVe  would  not  be 
c^ lied' (xquitied  felons.  Sir,  was  the  gen ttemao 
iVom  Virginia  correctly  informed  on  the  subject, 
such  are  my  impressions  of  *his.  magnanimity  and 
justice;  that  he  would  be  enrolled  with  the  friends 
of  the  General,  and  that  he^wovld  coneign  his  per^ 
secutors  iand  acddsers  to  the  obloquy  they  so  justly 
merit.  -  -  - 

'  V  But,  sir,  from  a  militia  of  liearly* eight  hundred 
thousand,  we  can  never' be  at  a  loss  to  create  a. 
.regular  army  of  thirty  or  forty 'tbbtTsand }  bor,  sir, 
can  our  libertiies  everbe  endanj^ered  by  that  army, 
while  we  liave  an  armed  militia  of  seven  handred 
'thousand,  aompotecf  at  le^dt  of  as  good  ooateriais  t 
^or,  sir,  ^can  we  be  at  a  loss  -for  )i  commander  Of 
Ch^t  arjny,  eVen  should- General  •  Wilkinson  be 
sTaiidered  out  of  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  \We 
certainly  have  patriots  and  soldiers  of  talent  and 
enterprise,  who  would  have  the  confidence  Of  the 
nation,  and  who  would -lead  her  Aroty  x6  honor 
and  glory,  %tkd  crown  their  arms  with  success. 

Mr.  Calhoci^,  after  stating  his  desire  to  give 

hi^  support  to  the  report  of  the'  committee  of- 

'.^bich  he  was  a  lAember,  inpvedan  adjonraatent 

on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hoar }  Whieh 

Svas  carried.     -  • 


Thchsoat,  December  12. 

Mr.  MfTCBii^ii. presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Bchieffelin  and  Squ,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
druggists,  praying  permission  to  import  merchan- 
dises from  the  British  island  of  Gaudaloupe,  pj 
the  aiD6uot  of  debts  owing4p  them  by  inbabitiUts 
of  said  island.    "'        .  • 

'  Mr.  M.  also  pneaented  a  petkion  of  Ogdea  and 
flarrisoo,  merebanta,  of  the  city  of  New JVajk, 
praying  a  apeciai .  license  \6  import  from  Great 
Britain  a  quantity  of  brass  wire,  to  be  used  in  the 
manufactory  of  pins,  and  in  maobiQery  for  draw- 
ing wire.  ... 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petkion  of  Ja^ez  Har- 
rison, merchant,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing permission  to  import  from  &•  Jebas,  in  the 


British  province  of  Pfew  Brunswick,  sundry  mer- 
chandises, the  sole  property  of  the  petitioner* 

Mr.  M.  also  prejieoled  a  petition  of  sundry  ship 
owner?,  and  inoabttaots  ot  the  city  of  New  Vdrk, 
praying  that.the  non-importation  act  t^,  the  sec- 
ond of  March  last,  may  be  se  altered  orameoded 
as  to  permit  vessels  rejluroingfrom  Great  pritain, 
to  ballast  with  coal  instead  of  earth  and  stone, 
which  they  sire  cooLpelled,  under  theV;Kisting 
conditions  of' the  said  act^  to  use- — Referred  sev- 
erally (o  th.e  Com^Qlittee  of  Commerce  and  Maa- 
ufacturesw 

The49p]SAKEa  presented;! wo. petitions  fromf  tbe 
Legisjativ^e*  Council  and  House  ef  Kepr^seQia- 
'lives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  one  praying 
for  an  extehston  of  the  Xtme  for  compl^og  the 
payments  on  p^e-em^tlon  rights  to  lands ;  .the 
other  praying  that  the  9aid  Territory  ma^  be 
erected  into  a  fltate  and  admitted  iato-the*Oaioa. 
f-Laid«on  th6  table. 

The  third  reading  of  tbe  bil^  from  tbe  Senate, 
*' for  tile  relief  of  ThomasiyBannon,"  wi|s called 
-  for;*  when  it  Vas  ordered  to  lie  on* the  table. 

.       FORETIGK  REJLATIONS.     .      . 
The  House  resumed  the  .consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign. Relat ions. 
Mn  CALB0T7Nk—>Mr. -Speaker  s  1  understood  the 

.opinion  o/*  the  Committeer  of  Foreign  Relations 
difierently  froioi  whai  the  gentiemaa  from  Vk* 
ginia  (Mr.  Ranpolpb)  has  stated  to  'be.  liis  im- 
pn^iisiOQ.^  I  certainly  iiaderstood  that  committee 
asrecommendibg.ithe  oseaauVes  now  beCore  the 
House  as  a  preparation  for  war;  and  soeix  in  Hict 
vras  its  express  resold  agreed  to^  I  beKeveiby 
enery  menaber  except  thnt  gqntleaiaob  I  do  not 
attriottie  any  wilful  misstateneot  to  him,  but 
consider  ir  the  efiect  of  inadvertency  or  iiiistake. 

•  Indeed,  th^Tcport  could  mean  nothing ^at  war  or 
empt]^  menace.  I  hope  itp  member -el  tlii^  Houae 
is.in  filvor  of  the  latter.  A  builyiag,  menacing 
system  has  evesy thing  to  'cendemn  and  nothing 
to  reeoameod  it$  in  expense^  it  is  alA^ost  as  doa- 
siddrabl^^  «s  war;  it  eiLcites  contempt  abroad, and 
dcmtioys  coajdence  at  hpoie.  Meaac«Ss  are  serious 
thiirgs^  and»  if  weexpeci  any  good  from  ^em, 
they  ouj^ht  to  be  resorted  to  #itb  as.fMeh  caudoo 
and  serioMsaess  as  war  itself,  and  should)  if  not 
sttccesafoi,  b^.  invariably  foUbwed  by  it.  It  was 
HOt  the  gentleman  from  Tenneseee  (Mr.  Ga.anoT) 
that  made  thise  war  question.  T'tie^eaaiveeoa- 
templates  an  additi6naft  seguhur  for^^;  a  meaauie 
epntessediy  improper  but  as  aprepaKatioafor  war, 

^ut  undouoCedty  necessary  in  that  evenu  Bir,  i 
an  not  insensible  of  the  weighty  importaaoe  of 
this.questton,  for  the  first  time  submitted'  to  this 
liouse,  as  a  redress -of  our  long  list  of  cotti plaints 
against  one  of  the  belligeredts ;  bttt|  aoeoniing  to 
my  aaode  of  thinking  on,  this  subject,  howcFer 

serious  the  question,  whenevier  I  alaon  itsaflirai' 

oitive'side,  my  conviction  must  be  stroqgand  un-. 
alterable.  War,  in  this  country,  buffht  never  to 
be  resorted  to  but  when  it  is  cleany  justifiable 
and  necjessary ;  so  much  so,  as  not  to  require  the 
aid  of  logic  to  convince  our  reason,  nor  the  ardor 
of  eioqaeaee  to  infiiune  our  paa^ioaa    There  are 
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raaoy  reasoDs  wby  .this  country  should  n^ver  re- 
sort 10  it  but  for  causes  the  tno&t.  urgeat  aad  Qr- 
cessarv.  Jt  is  sbfficieot  t|ial,  uuder  a  Go  vera- 
meat  like  purs,  nooe  but.^cJ^  will  justify  it  id* 
^theeyeof  the  option  j  aud  were  I  not  satisfied 
tbat.such  is  .the  present  case,  I  certainly  would  be 
no  advocate' pf,  the  pn^pofiitioa  now  before  tl^e 
Hous»> . , .       .    /     ' 

Sir,  I  might  prove  the  war,  jtbould  it  ensue, 
justifiable,  hy  the  express  admission  of  the  gentle* 
man  fro o)  Virginia;  and  necessary,  by  facts  un- 
doubted »nd  universally  admitted.-  such  as  that 
gentleman  did  not  pretend  to, controvert.  The 
extent,  duration,  and  character  of  the  injuries  re- 
ceived ;.the  failure  of  those  peaceful  odeans  iiere- 
tofore  fesorted  to  for  the  redress  of  o.ur  wrongs^  is 
my  proof  that  it  is  necessary.  Why  should  I  men^ 
tioo  the' impressment  of  our  seamen  ;  depredation 
on  every  hrao«h  of  our  commerce,  including  the 
direct  export  trade,  contioued  for  years,  and  made 
under  laws  which  prpfessedlynmdertake  to  regu- 
late our  tradje'wiih  other  nations.;  -negotiation' 
resorted  to'time.after  tiikie,  ti]l  jt  is  become  hope- 
less ;  .the  restrictive  system  persisted  in  to'  avQid 
war,  and  in  the  vi^in  expectation  of  returning  jus- 
tice ?  The  eyil  still  grow^,.and  lo  each  succeed- 
ing year  swells  in  extent  and  pretension'  beyond 
the  preceding. '  The  question,  even  in  the  opinion 
and 'admission  of  our  opponents,  is  reduced  to  this 
single  point — which  shall  we  do.  abandon  or  de- 
fend our  uwa  comoierclal  aH<)  maritime  rights, 
and  the  personal  liberties  of  our  .citizens  employ- 
ed ID  exercising  them?  'These  rigl^ts  are  essen- 
tially attacked,  and.  war  is  the  only  means  of  re- 
dress. The  jgeniiemaa  from  Vi^^ioia  has  sug- 
gested i\ane — ^unless  we  consider  the  whoU  of  hi? 
speech  a$.  recopimending  patient  and  resiffoed 
submission  as,  the  peat  remedy.  ^^Sir.  whi(:h  alier- 
BEtive  this  Houaa  ougbt  laeQabracej-lt  is  not  for 
me  to  say.  I  boj^e  the  decision  is.ip^de  already, 
j)y  a  higher  ai^thorjty  thAn  the  voice  of  any.  m^. 
It  is  not  for.  the  human  tongue  to  Instill  the  sense 
of  independence  and  honor.  This  is  the  work  ot 
nature-^a  generous  nature,  that  disidains  tame 
submissipn  to  wrongs.. 

This  part  of  ihe  subject  is  so  imposipg,'as  to 
enforce  silence  even  on  the  gentle  ma  a  from  Vir- 
ginia. He  dared  not  to  de»y  his  country's  wrongts 
or  vindicate  the  conduot  of  tier  enemy. 

Only  one  point  of  ibac  ^otleman's  .argument 
bad  any.  the  niQSt  remote,  relation  to  this  i^int. 
He  wpuld  not  say  wo  had  not  a  good  •  cause  of 
,  war,  hut  insisted  that  it  wa$  oh r  duty  to  define 
that  oaitse.  If  b^  meami  that  this.  Hbuse  ought, 
^at  this  stage  of  the  proceodihg,  or  anyother^to 
enumerate  such  violations  o(  our  rights, as  w^  ace 
willing  to  contend'  for,  be  -presoribes  a  coarse 
which  neither  good  sense  or  the  usAge  of  nations 
warrants;.  When  we  contepd,  let  ds  contend  for 
all  our  Vjghts;  the  dou(|tful  and  the  certain,  the 
unimportant  and  essentia U  It  is  ^s  easy  to  strug- 
gle,  or  even  more  so,  for  the  whole  as.a  part.  At 
the. termination  of  the  contest,  secure  all  tlilat  our 
wisdom  and  valor  and  the  fortune  of  the  war  will 
permit.  This  i^.  the  dictate  of  common  sense; 
such  slab  is  the  usage  of  nations^    The  single  iu- 


stanoe  alluded  tp.  the  endeanror  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
compel  Mr.  iPitt  to  define  the  object  of  the  war 
against  France,  will  not  support  the  genlkman 
froor  Vir^tinia  in  his  position.  That  was  an  ex- 
traordinary war  for  an  extraordinary  purpose, 
and  could  not  b?  governed  by  the  usual  rules. 
It  Was  not  fur-conquest, \or  for  .redress  of  Injury, 
but!  to  impose  a  Government  on  France,  which 
she  refused  to  receive';  au  object  so  detestable, 
that  an'ajrowal  dare  not*  b&  mkde.  Sir,  here,  t 
might  rest  the  question.  The  affirmative  of  the 
proposition  is  established.  I  cannot  but  advert, 
however^  to  the  complaint  of  the  gentleman  fcom 
Virgiitk  rhe  first  time  h^  was  upon  this  question. 
He  said. he  found  himself  i^uced- to  the  necessity 
of  supporUffit  the  ns^tive  side  of  .the  question, 
before  the  affirmative  was  established.  Let  me 
tell  that  geotl^i^an,  that  there  is  no  hardship  jn 
his  caset  ,1t  is  not  every  affirmative  .that  ought 
to  be  pfoved.  Tll^erel  to  ^rm  the  House  ioitow 
in  sessioa,^Woaldit  be  reasonable  te ask  for  proof? 
He  yfho  would  deny  iu  truth,  on*  h^oi  wouM  be 
the  proof  of  ^d  extraordinary  i|  negative.  'How, 
then,  could  the  gentleman,  after  hi9  admissions,, 
with  the  facts  before  hiqa  and  the  n^iioii,  com- 
plain ?  The  cttuses  are  such  ^s  to^  warrant,  or 
rather  make  it  indispensably  in  liny  nation  not 
absolutely  dependent  to  defend  its  rights  by  force. 
Let  him,  fhen,  show  the  reasons  Why  we- ought 
not  so  to  'defend  ourselves.  On  him,  then,  is  the 
burden  of  oroof.  This  he  has  attempted ;  ha  has 
endea.vored  to  support  his  negative.  Before  J 
proceed  to  answer  the  gentlemiin  particularly,  let 
me  call  the  attention  df  zheHouse  to  one  eircuiA- 
stance :  thatis,  that  almost  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ments consisted  of  an  enumeration  of  eviU  i^l- 
^ays  incident  to  war,  however  just  and  necessary; 
aqd  that,  if  they  have  aqy  force,  it  is  calculated 
to  produce  unqualified  submission  to  every  spo- 
cjes.of  inaolt  and  injury.  I  do  not  feel  myself 
bound  to  answer  arguments  of  the  above  deserf»* 
tion ;  and  if  t  should  touch  a(i  them,  it  will  oe 
only  incidentally,  and  not  for  .the  purpose  of  ^* 
^pus  refutation.^  The  first  argumei^t  of  the  gen- 
tleman which  I  shall  nbtice;  is  the  ^unprepared 
state  of  the  country.  Whatever  weight  this  ar- 
gument mi^h;  have,  in  a  question  of  immediate 
war^  it  surely  has  Uttle  in  that  of  preparation  for 
it.  *  If  onrcotratry  is  unprepared,  let  us  remedy 
the  evil  as  soon  as  possible.  Let  the  gentleman 
subtnit  his  plan;  And,  if  a  reasonable  one,  I  doubt 
pot  it  will  be  supported  by  the  House. '  Qut,  sir, 
let  u«  admit  the  fact  and  the  whole  force  of  the 
argument,  I  ask  whose  is  the  fault?  Who  has 
been  a  metliber  for  many  years  past,  and  has  seen 
the  defenceless  state  of  his  country  even  near 
home,  under  his^wn  eyes,  ^\thoat  a  single  en- 
deavor to  remedy  jo  serious  all  evil?  Let  him 
not  say  'M  h^ve  acted  in  a  minority.".  Mt  is'  no 
less  the  duty  of  the  minority  than  a  majority  to 
endeavor  to  serve  our  country.  For  that  purpose 
we  are  sent  here,  and  not  for  that  of  opposition. 
We  are  next  told  of  the  expenses  of  the-  war,  and 
that  the  people  will  iiot  pay  uxes.  Why  not? 
Is  it  a  want  of  capacity?  What,  with  one  mil- 
Iron  tons  of  shipping,  a  (rade  of  near  $100,000,000, 
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manufacturer  of  $150,000,000,  aqd  agncirltur«  of 
thrice  that  amoaht,  shall  we  he  told  tt^e  country 
want5  capacity  to  rais^  and  support  ten  thousand 
or  dftieeu  thousand  additional  regulars?  No^  it 
has  the  abilHy,  that  is  admitted';  butwill  it  not 
have  the  disposition  ?  Is  n^t  the  course. a  ju«t 
and  necessary  one?  Shall  we^  then,  otter  this 
libfl  on  the  naiion?*  Where  will  proof  *bd  found 
of  a  fact  so  disgraceful?  It  is  said,  in  the  history 
of  tbe'coBDtry  twelve  or' fifteen  years  ago.  The 
case  is  not  parallel  The  ability  of  the. country  is 
greatly  increased  ^iikce.  Thejobjec^  of  that  tax 
was  unpopular.     But  on  this,  a«  well  as  my 

,  memory  and  almost,  infant  observation  at  ibftt 
time  aer^e  me,  the  objecttbit  was  riot  to  the  tax, 
or  its  amonn%  but  the  mode  of ' collection/  Tbe 
eye  of  the  nation  was  fri jh^ened  by  the  number 
of  officers;  its  Idve  of  liberty. shocked  with  the 
multiplicity  of  regulations.  Wej  io  the  vile  spirit 
bfiipitation,  copied  from  the  most  oppressive  part 
of  European  laws  on.  thai  subject,  and  imposed 

*on  a  young  and'virtaou^  nation  fill  tb^  severe 
provisions  made  necessary  by  corruption  and  lon^ 

,  grbwing  chicane.  If  taxes  shduld  become  neces-- 
sary,  I  do  nol  hesitate  to  say  the  .people  will  pay 
cheerfully.  >  It  rs  for  their  Uovernment  qnd^heir 
cause,  and  would  be  their  interest  and  duty  to 
pay.  But  it  may  be^  and  1  believe  was  said,  that 
the  nation  will  not  pay  taxes,  because  the  rights 
violated  fire  riot  worth  defdndiAg,or  that  the  de- 
fence will  oost  n^ore  than  the  pr9fit.  Sir,  I  here; 
enter  my  sofemp  protest  agAihst  this  low  and 
'^calcnlatmg  avarice*^  entering  this  hall  Of  lejris- 
lation.'  Jvis^  only  ,fit  fur  shops,  ands' Counting- 
houses^  and  ou^ht  not  to  disgrace  thd  seat  of 
sovereignty  by  its  squalid  and  vile  appearance. 
Whenever  ft  touches  sovereign  power,  the  nation 
is  ruined.'  It- is  too  shorj-sightea'to  defend  itself. 
It  is  an  unpromising. spirit,  always  ready  to  yield 
a  part  to  save  the  balance.,  It  is  too'^timld  to 
have  in  itself  the  laws  of  self-preservation.  It  is 
never  safe  but  underlbe  shield  ot  honor.  Sir,  J 
only  know  of  one  principle  to  niakea  batidn  great, 
to  produce  in  this  coifntry-faoj  the  form  but  real 
spirit  of  union,  and  that  is,  to  protect  every  citizen 
in  the  lawful  pursuit  of  his  business.  He  will 
then  feel  that  he  is  backed  by  the  Gk)Vernmebt; 
that  its  arm  is  his.  armk;  and  wilL  rejoice  in*  its 
increased  strpngih.  and  prosperity.  Protection 
and  patriotism  are  reciprocal.  This  is  the  road 
that  all  great  nations  have  trod.  Sir,'  I  am  not 
versed  in  this  calculating  policy;  and  will  not,, 
therefore, pretend  to  estimate  in  tTollars  apd  cents 
the  value  of  national  independenpe,  or  pational 
affection.  -  I  cannot  dare  to  measure,  ia  shillings 

'and  pence, the  misery, the  stripes, and  the  slavery 
of  our  impressed  seamen;  nor  even  to  value  our 
shipping,  commercial,  and  agricultural  losses,  un- 
der the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  British  system 
of  blockade,  1  hope  I  have  liot  condemned  ^uy 
nrudent  estimate  of  the-means  of  a  country,  be- 
lore'  it  enters  on  a  war.  This  is  wisdom,  the  other 
folly.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia* has  not 
failed  to  touch  on  the  calamity  of  war  pt hat  fruit- 
ful source  of  declamation,  by  which  pity  becomes 
the  advocate  of  cowardice ;  but  i  know  nqt  what 


we  have  tor  do  wit^  that  subject.  If  thv  gentle* 
man  desires  to  repress  the  gallant  ardor  of  our 
countrymen  by  such  -topics  let^  me  inform  him. 
that  true  courage. regards  only  the  cause— thit  it 
is  just  and  necessary — and  that  it  despises  the 
4>atn  and  danger  of  ^ar.  If  he  really  wishes  to 
pi'oAnote  thecause  of  humanity,  let  his  eloquence 
be  addressed  iq  Lord  Wellesley  or  Mr.  PerctTtl^ 
and  not  the  American  t^ongcess.  Tell  them,  if 
they  persist  in  such'dariilg  insult  and  iajory  toi 
neutral  nation,  tharc,  however  inclined  to  peace,  it 
will  be  boand  in  honor  and ihterestto resist;  that 
thair  patiencesaad  benevolence,  however  ^reat 
will  be  exhausted ;  that  the  calamity  of  warwill 
ensile ;  and  that  they,  tti  the  opinion  of  wouuded 
htimanity,  will  b^ie  ans^elrable  for  all  iu  devasta- 
*tion  and  misery.  *  Let  melting'  pitv,  a  regard  to 
thef  interest  of  humanity,  stayjhe  hand  of  iojn- 
tice;  tfnd,  my  life  on  it,  the  gentleman  will  oot 
find  it  difficult  to  call  off!  his  oouhtryfrom  tite 
^jdody  scene*  of  war.  ' ,  , 

.  We  are  next  told  of  the  ganger  of  war!  I  be- 
lieve  we  are  all  ready  to  acknowledge  its  hazard 
and  accidents ;  but  I  canno.t  think  we  hare  inj 
extraordinary  danger  to  coiHend  with,  at  least  so 
m\ich  as  to*  warrapt  an  acquiescence  in  the  iajo- 
r^es  we  h&ve  received.  Oa  the  -contrary,  Ibieltere 
no  war  cah  be  less.  dan^rOus  to  iai^roal  peace, 
or  hations^l  existence.  But,  ^e  are  told  of  the 
blaek  population  bf  the  South.  As  far  as  the  gfeo- 
tiem^n  from  Vi?^inia  speaks  of  his  own  |?enooai  | 
kndwledge.  I  wiil  not  pretend  to  coritradiei  him ;  I 
only  regret' that  such  is  the  dreadful  ^taieofhls 
particular  pkn  of  the  country.  Of  the  Soathen 
section,  I  too  have  some  personal  knowledge,  and 
«an  say  that,  in  South  Carolifeia^  no  such  lean  io 
any  part  are  felt.  But,  sir;  admit  the  geotlemaa'i 
statement ;  willa  war  with  Great  Britaia  increase 
thre  danger?'  Will  the  country  be  less  able  to  re- 
press insurrectton  ?  Had  we  anything  to  fear 
from  that  Quarter,  which  I  sKicerely  disbeliere,i& 
,  my  opinion,  the  precise  time  of  the  greatest  safety 
is  dtfring  a  war,-  in  which  we  have  no  fear  of  la- 
vasion^-'-theik  the  .country  is  most  on  itsgoard; 
oar  militia  the  best  prepared;  and  staadiog force 
tile  greatest.  Even  in  (jur  Revolution  no  attempts 
W6re  tnade.by  that  rU)rtion  of  oitr  populatiao ;  and. 
however  the  gentleman  .''may  mj|hten  himseli 
with  the  disorgaoixin^  effecta  of  Freneb  prioci- 
pteit,  r  cannot  think  our  ignorant  blacb  kave  felt 
much  of  their  baneful  inluenee.  J  dAresaf  more 
than  one-iialf  of  them  never  beard  of  the  French 
Revolution.  But,  as  great  as  is  the  danger  from 
our  slaves,  tlie  gentleman's  fears  end  not  ihttt^ 
the  standittg  army  is  not  fess  terrible  to  him.  Sir. 
i  think  a  regular. foVce,  raised  foe  a  period  of  ac- 
tual hostilities,  cannot  be  ca&ed  a  standing  artnT' 
There  is  a  just  distinction  between  silcli  a  force, 
and  oneraisefd  as  a  peace  establishment.  What- 
ever may  be  the  composition  of  the  latter,  I  hope 
the  former  will  consist  of  sonne  of  the  best  mater 
rials  of  the  country.  The  ardent  patriotism  Qf 
our  young  men,  and  the  reasonable  boamp'o 
lahd,*  which  is  propose^  to  be  given,  will  impel 
them  to  join  tiieir  country'^  standard  and  to  fight 
her  battles  9  theyt  will  not  forget  the  citizeo  ifl  the 
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soldter,  MiAy  ia  obeying  their  officer,  learn  to  bon- 
temn  their  Constitiition.    In  our  officers  ahd  soU 
diers  we  will  find  patriotism  no  ICs?  pure  and  -ar* 
dent  than  in  the  private  citizen^  but^  if  they 
should*  be*  depraved,  as  represonted ,  what  have  we 
to  fear  from  twenty«ive  or  thirty  thousand  reg^« 
uiars  ?    Where  i^ill  be  tjieboasted  militia  of  the 
gedtlemaa  ?    Can  one  miliiOQ  of  militia  be  over- 
powered by  thirty  thoosand  fegulars  ?  If  so,  haw 
can  welrely  on  them  agyiost  a  foe  iamding  our 
copntf  y  1    Sir,  I  ftave  no  such  contemptuous  idea 
of  our  militia— their  untaught  bra  very"  is  suffi- 
cient to*  cruah  ali  foreign  and  inteniai  attempts 
on  their  oountrv'»  liberties.  But  wehavenot^et 
come  to  the  end  of  the. chapter  of  danger^.    The* 
^entlaman'^s  imaffiaaiion,  sp  fruitful  on  this  sub- 
'         jeet,  conceives  that  our '  Cofistituikm  is  not  caU 
cttiiTted  iot  war,  i^nd  that  it  eannot/stand  its  rude 
shock.    This  is  rather  ex traordinary-^we  must 
'         dapead  upon  the  piiy  0^  contempt  of  other  na- 
tions, for  our  existence.  *  The  Constitutjim,  it 
seems,  has  failed  in  its  essential  part}  **  to-  provide 
for  the  <iommen -defiBaace."    No,  says  the  gentle- 
maa  from  Virgiuie)  it  is.  eon^tent  for  a  defen* 
sive,  but  not  an  offiens'ive  wUr.    It  is  not  nece$« 
sary  for  me  to  expose  the  error  of  ^is  omnion. 
Why  make  the  distiuction  ia  ^his  instance  1  Will 
he  pretend  to  say,  that  this  is  an  offensi vetrtr }  a 
war  of  conquest?    Yes^  tbeeepllemah  has  dared 
I         to  mak^  this  assertion ;  and  for  reasons  no.  less 
extraordinary  than  the  assertidn  itself.  -  .tie'^sdys, 
our  ri^htsjire  violated  on  the  ocean,  tad  that  these 
tiolations  adetSt  our  shipping,  and  commercial 
rights,  to  which  the  Canadas  hftve  no  relation. 
The  doctrine  of  ratal iati on' hks  been  much  abused 
of  late  by  an  unnatural  extension  ;  we  have'-now 
!        to  witness  k  nc^w  ab^se.    The-  gentleman  from 
I        Virginia  hais  limited  it.  down  to  a  point.    By  his 
\        system,  if  you  receive  a  blow  on  the  breast,  you 
dare  not  return  ittm  the  head;  you  are  obliged 
I        to  measure  and  return  it  oa  the  precise  point  on 
I        which  it  was  received.    If  yoii  do  not  proceed 
with  roathematicai  accurac]^  it  ceases  iabe  just 
!        self-defepoe ;  ft  becomes  an  unprovoked  attack. 
I        In  speaking  of  Clanuda,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia introduced  the  nam'e  oif  Montgomery  with 
much  fe^ng  and  interest..    Sir,  there  h  daiiger 
in  that  name  to  the  ffeutleman's  argument.    It  is  * 
I        sacked  to  heroism. !  It  is  iudignant  of  submission  1 
I        This  calls  my  memory  back  to  the  time  of  our 
I        flbvoluuon.;  to  the  Goagress  .of  74  and  *75. 
Supposing  a  speaker. of  that  day  had  risen  and 
1        ur^ed  all  the  argumebts  which  .we  have  heard  on 
thts  subieet ;  had  told  that  Congress,  ^  your  con- 
test is  about«the  right  of  'laying  a  tar$  and  that 
the  attempt  tp  Canada  had  nothing  to  do'with 
it:  that  the  war  would  be  expensive;  tbatdttn'* 
ger  and  devastation  would  overspread  our.  coun- 
I        try)  and  that  tbe  power  df  Greftt  Britain  was 
irresistible."    With  what  sentiment,   think  you 
,        would  such  doctrines  have  been  received  1^  Hap-- 
,      ^y  for  us,  they  had  oo  force  at  that,  period  of 
I        our  country's  gloty.    Had  they  been  then  fioted 
,        on.  this  Hall  would,  never  havte  witnessed  «  great 
nation  conyened  to  deli  berate -for  the  general 
good  ;.a  itt'ighty  empire,  with  prouder  prospects  { 
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that  any  nation  (he  4un  ever  shone  on,  would  not 
have  risen  in  the  West.   No ;  we  would  have  been, 
vile,  subjected  colonies  ;  governed  by  that  impe- 
rious rod  Arhich  Great  Britail  holds  over  her  dis- 
taut  provinces.        '     .  . 

Sir,  said  Mr.C,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
auributes  prepara|ion  for  war  to  everything  but 
its  true  cause.    He  endeavored  to'  find  it  in  the 
probable  rise  of  the  pricie  of  hemp.    He  repre* 
seiKs  the  people 'Of  the  Western  States  as  willinff 
to  |4ubge  our  coubtry  into  war  for  such  base  and 
precarious  motives..  I. will  not  reason  on  this 
point;  ^  I  see  the  cause  of  their  ardor,  not  in  such 
base  motives,  butiti  t.heir  known  patriotism  and 
disinterestedness..'   No. less  mercenary  in  the  rea- 
son which,  he  attributes  to  the  Southern  States. 
He  S2iy8.  that  fhe  non-'iniportatiop  act  has  reduced 
cotion  to  nothing,  which  has  produced  a  feverish 
itBpetience.     Sir,  I  acknowledge  tbe  cotton  of 
oiwr  farms  is  worth  but  little;   but  not  for  the 
canise  assigned  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
The  people  of  that  section' do  not  reason  as  he  does; 
they  do  luu  attribute  it  to  the  efforu  of  their  Gov- 
ernment to  maintain  the  peace  and  independence 
of  their  country ;  fhey  see  in  the  low  price  of  the 
produce^  the  hat^d  of  foreign  injustice;  they  know 
well,  without  the  market  to  tha  Contiuent,  the 
deep  and  Steady  currents  of  supply  wilt  glut  that 
of  Great  Britain  ;   they  are  not  prepared  for  the 
colonial  state  to- which  again  that  Power  is  en- 
deavoring to  rednoe  Us,  .The  manly  spirit  of 
that  section,  of  our  country  will  not  submit  to  be 
Veig;ulared  by  Tmy  foreign  Power.    The  love  of 
France  and  the  fiatred  of  England  has  also  beeU 
assigned  as  the  qause  of  the  present  measure. 
Fffi^nce  has  not  done  us  justice,  says  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  and  how  can  we  without 
partiality  resist  the  aggressions-  of  England  ?    I . 
know,  sir,  we  hare    still  cause  of  codiplaint 
against  France ;  but  it  is  of  atlifferent  character 
from  those  against  England.-   She  professes  notv 
to  respect  our  rights,  and  there  .  eannot  be  a  rea- 
isonable  doubt  but  that  the. most  objectionable 
parts  of  her  decrees,  ds  far  as  they  respect  us,  are 
repealed.    We  have  already  formaMy  acknowl* 
edged  this  to- be-  a  fact.    I,  however,  protest 
against  the  whole  of  the  principles  on  which  this 
doctrine  is  founded.    It  is  a  novel  doctrine,  and 
nowhere  to  be  found  out  of  this  House,  that  3rou 
cannot^  select   your   antagonist  without   being 
guilty  of  partiality.    Sif,  when  two  invade  your  • 
rights' you  may  resist  both  or  either,  at  your  plea- 
sure.   It  is  regulated  by  prudence  and  not  by 
right.     The  stale  imputation  of  partiality  to 
France  is  better  calculated  .for  the  columns  of  a 
nevmpaper  than  for  the  walls  of  this  Hou^e.    I 
ask,  in  this  particular,'  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  b^t  for  'the  same  measure  which  he 
clainls  for  'himself.    That  geiitleman  is  at  a  loss 
to  account  for,  what  he  c^lls.  our  hatred  to  Eng-"^ 
land.    He  asks,  how  can  we  hate  the  country  of 
Locke,  of  Newton,  Hampden,  and  Chatham ;;  a 
country  having  the  same  language  and  cus^omd 
with  ourselves,  and  descending  Itom  a  comhion 
ancestry.    Sir,  the  laws  of  human  a£Eeotions  are    ' 
uni^rm'.    If  we  have  so  much  to  a:^tach'  us  to 
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that  country,  powerful  indeed  mu^t  be  theca^se 
which  lias  orerpowered  it. 

Yes,  sir,  there?  is  a  caiise  strong  enough.  Not 
that  o<5cult  courtljr  affection  which  he  has  sup- 
posed to  be  entertained  for  France ;  but  it  is  to 
be  found  in  continued  and  unprovoked  insult  and 
injury.  A  cause  so  manifest  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  to  iexert  much  .ingenuity  to 
overlook  it.  But,  sir,  here  I  think  the  genilemaq, 
in  his  eager  admiration  of  that  country,  has  not 
been  sumciently  guarded  in  his  argument.  Has 
he  reflected  on  the  cause  of  that  admiration? 
Has  he  examined  the  reasons  of  oar  high  regard 
for  her  Chatham  ?  It  is  his  atdejjt  patriotism  ;  the 
heroic  courage  of  his  mind  that  could  not  brook 
the  least  intuit  or  injury  offered  to  his  country, 
bat  Ihoughf  that  her  jikitere^t  and  honor  ought 
to  be  vindicated' at  every  hazard  and  expeqse. 

I  hope,  when  we  are  called  on  to  admire^  we 
shall  also  be  a»ked  to  imitate.  I  hope  the  gen^ 
tteoian  does  aot  wish  a  monopoly  of  those  great 
virtues  to  remain  to  ib^t  nation.  •  The  balance 
of  power  has.  also  been  introduced  as  s(d  argu* 
ment  for  submission.  England  is  said  to  be  a^ 
barrier  against  the  military  despotism  of  France. 
There  is,  sir,  one  great  error  in  our  legislation. 
We  are  ready  enough  to  protect  the  interest  of 
the  States;  and  it  should  -seem  from  this  argu- 
ment to  watch  over  those  of  a  foreign  nation,' 
while  we  arossly  neglect  our  own  immediate 
concerns^  This  argument  of  the  balance  of  power 
is  well  calculated  for'the  British  Parliament,  bat 
not  at  aU  fitted  to  the  Americaif  Congress.  '  Tel{ 
them  that  they  have  to  contend  with  a. mighty 
l^ower,  and  that  if  they  persist  in  insult  and  injury 
to  the  America^]  people,  they  will  compel  fhem 
to  throw  the  whole  weight  of  their  forftejnto  the 
spale  of  their  enemy.  Paint  the  danger  to  them, 
and  if  they  desist  from  injury,  we,  I  answer  for 
it,  will  not  disturb  the  balance.  But  it  is^bsuxd 
for  us  to  talk  of  the  balance  of  power,  while  they 
by  their  coodlict^  smile,  with  contempt  at.  our 
simple  good-natured  policy.  ■  If,  however,  in  the 
contest,  it  should  be  found  that  they  underrate 
lis,  which  J  hope  and  believe,  and  that  we  can 
affect  the  balance  of  power,  it  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  obtain  such  terms  as  our  rightade^ 
roand.  I,  air,  will' now  concrude  by  adverting 
to  an  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
used  in  debate  on  a  preceding  day.  He  asked 
why  not  debate  war  immediately.  The  answer 
is  obvious :  because  we  are  not  yet  prepared.*  But, 
says  the  gentleman,  such  language  as  is-  here 
held  will  provoke  Great  Britain  to  commence  hos- 
tilities. I  have  po  such  fears.  She  knows  Well 
that  such  a  course  would  unitd  all  parties  here ; 
a  thing  which  above  all  others  she  most  dreads. 
Besides,  such  has  been^our.past  conduct,  that  she 
will  still  calculate  on  our  jiatience  and  submis- 
sion till  war  is  actually  cpmmenced. 

Mr.  Desba  .said-r-Mr.  Speaker,  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  of  which 
the  resolution  now  udder  consideration  forms  a 
part,  is  not  what  I  thought  would  have  been  the 
moat  advisable  toadopt,  in  order  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency ;  not  tliat  I  was  for  immediate  war,  as  we 


are  unprepared  for  that  event ;  but,  sir;  in  addi« 
tian  to  the  force  recommended,  and  authorizing 
the  arming  the  merchant  vessel^,  I  was  for  adopt- 
ing.the  Convoy  system.  But,  sir.  as  the  report  is 
ofa  charactev  different  from  the.  temporizing  pol- 
icy heretofore  pursued,  and  one,  if  not  decisive  in 
itself,  which  will  lead  to  something  decisive  f  and 
as  I  am  now  perYectly  satisfied,  that'  it  is  the  in- 
tention* of  the  Government  to  follow  Jt  up  by  ul- 
terior measures,  calculate^  to  prove  the  necessity 
ofthese  preparatory  steps,  and  as -union,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  is  all  important,  as;  one  of 
the  committee  I  am  bound  to  ^ive  it  my  support. 

Sir,  discovering  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
Britain  to  relax  in  her  Orders  in  Council,  to  cease 
her*  oppression,  or  to  mal^e  resfitution  for  the  dam- 
ages we  have  a^stain/ed ;  -but  on  the  contrary,  a 
manifest. disposition  to  persist  in  het  lawless  ag- 
gressions, it  therefore  becomes  necessary  not  to 
depend  any  longer  on  eoyntetvailiog-  restrictive 
systems,  but  to  adopt  something  ofa  character 
more  energetic,' and  more  cort^enial  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Amerioan  people.  Sir,  while  I  thought 
there  was  th^  most  distant  probM)i^ty  of  obtain- 
ing  justice  by  peace -ideasu res,  I  was  an  advocate 
f0r  peace ;  but,  sir,  when  I  s^e  not  the  least  prt»* 
pedt  of  a  revocation  of  her  destructivje  Orders 
in  Council,  of.  the  ireieasement  of  our  }m]>ressed 
countrymen,  i-relinquishmentof  the  principle  of 
impressment,  nor  restitution  for  damages,  I  am  for 
assuoCiinga  warattit^e-^consequently  shall  vote 
for  the  report  of  the  committee,  because  I  flelieve 
the  fonse  there  contemplated  will  be  an  efficient 
force,  and  adequate  to  the  purposes  intended,  to 
wit,4he  subjugation  of  the  British.  North  Amer- 
ican Ptovinces. ' 

Sir,  to  enumerate  the  aggressions  Committed 
ou  ou^ rights  by  Britain,  the  depredations  on  our 
commerce,,  the  murder  and  impressment  of  out 
countrymen,  and  the  indignities^  offered  our  flag, 
would  be  talcing  up  your  time  unnecessarily— 
particularly  sir,  as  those  enormities  must*  be  recent 
in  the  mind  of  every  member  presenl ;  and  as  it  is 
time  to  lay  aside  the  war  of  words  and  proceed  to 
actions,  I  shall  not  detain  you* long  with  any  re- 
marks of  mine.' . 

Sir,  remonstrances  against  atrocities  liare  been 
made  ^i  vain ;  |ixperjence  has  taoght  us  nothing 
can  be  expected  from  negotiations.  We  have 
been  negotiating  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  at  an 
enormous ,  expense,  say  nearly  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  the  causes  o^  which  we  complained 
have  regularly  increased ;  insult  has  been  heaped 
upon  injury,  we  have  suffered  ourselves  to  bebuf- 
fettedy  kickf?d,  and  treated  with  all  kind  of  indig- 
nities with  impunity.  Yes,  sir,  insott  has  been 
the  result  of  all  late  attempts  at  negotiation ;  for 
instance,  sir^  Mr.  Rose  wa^  sent  for  no  other  par- 
pose' than  to  gull  the  Government,  and  because 
Erskine  was  disposed  to  do  usiustice  in  part,  he 
was  recalled  and  disgraced.  /  The  conduct  of  the 
Copenhagen  gentleman,  Mr.  Jatskson,  demonstra- 
ted that  he  was  sent'  for  the  purpose  of  buUying 
ihe  Qovernment.  And  pray  Mr.  Speaker^  what 
has  Mr.  Foster  been  sent  for  ?  why,  sir^  in  my 
opinioi^  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  operate  as 
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an  opiate  on  the  Govern mept ;  to  lull  us  to  sleep. 
As  1^  proof  &r  which,  about  the  commeDcemenr' 
of  the  session,  a  session  coQTened  by  proclamation, 
which  was  natqrallf  calculated  to  agitate  the 
public  mind)  he  comes  forward  with  ofiers  of  rep- 
aration as.be  calls  them,  but  which  in  my  estima* 
tion  id  no'more  than  a  patch,. calculated  to  cover 
one  corner  of  the  wound  the  nation  received,  id 
that  wanton  und  dastardly  outrage,  the  attack  on 
the  Chesaj^eake ;  but,  sir,  in  his  soporifics  I  trust 
he  will  bje  disappointed.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
^ying,  that  when  the  letters  from  this  Minister 
to  our  QoverQmeht  ^re  examined  by  the  people, 
ihat  independent  of  the  arrogance  bordering  on  in- 
folence,  in  which  thev  are  couched,  so  character- 
eetic  of  that  nation,  th^y  will  have  a  different  ef- 
fect from,  that  of  boncitiation^  the  illiberal  adfi 
disingenuous  demands  made  preliminary  to  the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  wiH  have  a 
tendency  to  rouse  the  public  mind  ;  they  will  be 
looked  on  with  an  indignant  ftown  "by  all  real 
Atnevicans. 

3ir,  we  have  been  constantly  annoyed,  assaulted 
openly  and  iuBiduousIy  i  we  have  been  plundered, 
oppressed,  and  insulted ^^  we  thought, it  preferable 
Co  forbear  while  forbearance  was  possible,  than  to 
plunse  into  the  evils  of  ^ar,  to  redress  the  evil  of 
plunder  and  partial  and  dastard-Uke  outrage ;  we 
JM<}^ed  it  better  to  abandon  the  wealth  which  the' 
afflictions  of  the  World  held  out  to  the  ayidit]f  of 
commercial  speculatioa,  and  consequently  with- 
drew from  the-oeean^by  the  adoption  4)f  the  em'- 
bdrgo— a  measure  of  all  others  the  best  calculated 
to  meet  the  then  emergency,  and  which  would,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  raying,  have  produced  the 
desired  effect  if  we  had  have  had  firmness  enough 
to  have  adhered  to  it,  and  virtue  and  patriotism 
enough  to  have  enforced  it;  But,  sir,  partyism 
was  our  ruin  $  it  prov:ed  that  we  had  as  much  to 
fe^r  from  oar  domestic  enemies  as  our  foreign 
foes,  and  apparently  the  greatest  evil  we  had  to 
apprehend  was  in  falling:  a  victim  to  our  own 
political  dissensions,  occasioned  by  the  deeply  laid 
plans  of  our  deadly  foe,  Britain.^  Sir,  during  em- 
bargo times  our  domestic  enemies,  encouraged  by 
ai  proclamation  issued  under  the  autboritjr  of  the 
Altnff  of  England— I  say,  sir,  those  minions  of 
royalty  concentrating  in  the  Bast,  talked  of  tb^  vio- 
lation of  laws  as  a  virtue,  they  demoralized  the 
community  by  raising  the  flood-gates  of  civil  dis*- 
order  i-Uiey  gave  absolution  to  felons,  and  invited 
the  commission  of  crimes  by  the  omission  of  doty. 
Bat,  sir,  the  day  of  retribution  is  (I  trust)  pot  far 
distant,  when  those  among  us^  who  to  gain  the 
favor  of  our  enemy  have  betrayed  their  couhtry, 
will  sink  into  insignificance  and  contempt ;  the 
wages  of  iniquity  will  not  shield  them  from  due 
infamy. 

Well,  sir,  to  a  tremor,  the  embargo  was  laid  aside, 
with^t  the  cause  being  removed  for  which  it 
was  adopted,  and  a  non-intercourse  substituted  in 
it»  place,  which  ^as  also  removed  without  even 
givmg  it  an  experiment  5  and  the  causes  oFcom- 
plaint  not.only  ezistinrg,\but  regularly  increasing. 
Then,  sir,  degradation,  nationaiabasement.  began 
to  Btare  us  in  th^  face ;  then,  it  watf,  sir,  that  we 


besan  not  only  to  lose  credit  abroad,  but  respect 
at  nome.  v 

The  act  of  May  1st,  1810,  was  the  next  mea- 
sure resorted  to;  which  held  out  proposals  to  the 
t'Wo  principal  belligerents,  that  if  either  of  them 
would  rescind  their  orders  or  decrees  dentructive 
of  our  rights,  against^a  given  time,  and  the  other 
party  should  fail  to  revoke  within  three  months 
thereafter,  that  we  would  reinstate  our  restrictive 
system — thiit  is,  thenori-importalion — against  the 
party  so  bailing  to  revoke.  Sir,  this  act  was  not 
parked  with  that  manly  character  expected  among 
a  nation  of  freemen  [  in  fact  it  had  the  appear- 
ance of  truckling  to  tyranny  f  but,  however  it  was 
tnatked  with  the  character  of  pusillanimity,  it 
proved  that  good  may  ri^e  out  of  evil;  not  that 
I  viewed  the  revocation  of  ^he  French  decrees  as 
arising  from  any  good  disposition  the  French 
Emperor  had  towards  us,  but  because  it  suited 
his  interest  and  convenience.  Weil,  sir,  however 
ffrating  to  the  feelings  of  freemen*  this  act  might 
have  beeuj  it-  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
a  revocation  of  those'  obnoxious  measures,  (he 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

.  Sir,  as  to  the  revocation  of  those  decrees,  there 
are  incontestable  proofs,  of  such  a  nature  that  a 
man  must  be  a  sceptic  indeed  not  to' believe  ^  but. 
sir,  I  will  not  detain  you,  by  referring  to  the  doc- 
uments for  proo(s.  as  they  are  in  the  hands  of 
every  member,  The  President's  proclamaition  is 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact,  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  May  Ist^lStO.  But  if  doubts  still  remainecl^ 
the  circumstance  of  there  not  having  been  a  single 
American  vessel  condemned  in  any  of  the  oonti- 
nental.  ports,  since  the  first  gf  November,  1810, 
mast  be  satisfactory  of  the  revocation  of  those 
decrees  as  far  as  -they  respect  our  neutral  rights ; 
cona^qnently,  ubder  this  compact,  public  faith 
stands  pledged,  as  far  as/  respects  keeping  up  the 
non-importatipn — and  sir,  however  impolitic  the 
act  was  by  which  we  were  pledged,  I  am  not  for 
prostrating^  national  faith. 
.  W^U)  sif)  how  has  the  other  belligerent  acted  1 
a  Uoyernmeot  that  has  been  eulogized  by  some 
gentlemen,  and  made  out  a  complete  model  of 
virtue,  a  nation  great,  firtuous,  and  magnanimous. 
Why,  sir,  Britain,  after  her  repeated  declarations 
that  her  blockading  system.  And  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil! were  only  ib tended  as  retaliatory  measures 
against  her  enemies,  and  should  cease  to  operate 
on  the  date  of  the  revocation  of  the,  Berlin  and 
Milan  dec reesj  still  persists  in  her  rniquitoas  Or- 
ders iri  Council,  in  which. the  blockading  system  is 
iperged,  notwithstanding  the  date  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Frenc,h  decrees  took  place  upwards  of 
a  year  ago.  What  do  gentlemen  think  now  of  Brit- 
ish faith  ?  c.an  they  repose  any  longer  implicit  con- 
fidence in  that  corrupt  Government  1  •  Certainly 
they  ought  not.  Sir,  henceforward*  we  may  con- 
sider British  faith  as  proverbial  as  Carthagenian 
faith. 

•  The  Import  of  the  committee  is  not  a  recom- 
mendation of  war,  but  it  is  what  will  unques- 
tionably lead  to  wac,if  our  grievances  are  not  re- 
dressed in.  a  short  time ;  it  is  in  my  estimation,  an 
effectual  «foree  to  answer  the  contemplated  and 
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avowed  purpose,  the  subjugation  of  the  British 
North  American  Provinces.  Sir,  the  present 
Military  Establish mentp  when  filled  up,  is  about 
ten  thousand;  in  addition  to  this,  the  committee 
considered  that  ten  thousand  regulars  together 
with  the  ^fty  thousand  volunteers  would  be  an 
adequate  force ;  but,  sir.  situated  as  we  are,  when 
war  is  inevitable,  or  an  abandonment  of  our  rights, 
and  the  prostration  of  national  charat:ter  J  would 
not  stickle  on  a  few  thousand,  as  I  consider  it  bet- 
ter to  have  a  few  thousand  more  than  to  have  one 
man  under  the  necessary  number.  And,  sir.  I 
would  be  willing  to  go  further  than  is  contempla- 
ted by  the  report;  I  would  be'  willing  to  allow 
the  volunteers  a  bounty  in  land  in  proportion  to 
their  lime  of  service.  I  have,  said,  sir,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  would  lead  to  war,  and. 
sir,  I  would  not  be  wc^rthy  of  the  name  of  a  free- 
man of  America,  ti  friend  to  civil  liberty^  if  I  did 
not  prefer  war  with  all  its  accompanying  evils  to 
abject  submissioji. 

Although  Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  a  war  attitude  necessary,  or 
at  least  preparatory  steps  calculated  to  meet  thai 
event}  and  although  situated  as  we  are,  I  am  for 
the  whole  of  our  legitimate  rights;  yet  sir,  1 
would  not  be  willing  to  involve  the  country  in 
war,  in  defence  of  the  extensive  andcircuitcws 
carrying  trjide,  separate  from  the  other  causes ; 
that  is,  chat  we  should  become  xsarriers.  for  the 
whole  world  ;  as  Qovernment  receives  no  benefit 
from  this  circuitous  carrying  trade,  only  as  it  is 
calculated  to  aggrandize  a  few  individuals  engaged 
in  it.  I  should  be  for  holding  fast  the  claim  to- 
the  circuitous  carrying  trade,  and  would  be  will- 
ing to  operate  on  our  enemies  by  adopting^  coun- 
tervailing restrictive  systems.  But,  sir,  I  would 
not  be  willing,  thai  the  good  of  ^he  States,  the 
good  of  the  people,  the  agriculturi^s  and  mechan- 
ics, should  be  put  at  hazaifd  to  gratify  the  avarice 
and  cupidity  of  a  small  class  of  men,  who  in  fact 
may  be  called  citizens  of  the  world,  attached  to 
no  particular  country;  any  country  is  tl^eir  coun-' 
try  where  they  can  make  the  most  money.  But, 
sir,  for  what  is  an  inherent  right,  for  what  I  deem 
the  legitimate,  or  necessary,  carrying  trade,  the 
liberty  of  carrying  our  productions  to  foreign 
markets,  and  with  the  return  cargo,  in  which  ag- 
riculture IS  psfrticulafly  interested,  I  would  fight 
in  defence  of. 

Sir,  we  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass  indeed ; 
for  adopting  municipal  regulatioas  we  areUhreat- 
ened  with  retaliation.  Mr.  Foster  ha^B  had  the' 
audacity  to  charge  our  Government  with  injustice^ 
and  after  advising  us  to  retrace  our  steps,  says, 
that  as  our  Government  still  persist  in  their  tnr 

i'urious  measures  against  the  commerce  of  Great 
Jritain,  that  his  Royal  Highness  has  been  com- 
pelled to  look  to  measures  of  retaliation ;  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  they  have  retaliated  with  a  ven- 
geance to  it,  by  capturin^r  and  making  prizes  of 
all  the  American  vessels  coming  within  their 
gras]))  not  excepting  those  on  our  own  coast,  and 
within  our  waters.  Sir,  can  wq  tamely  look  on 
and  see  our  citizens  plundered,  see' our  rights 
wrested  from  us;  rights,  in  the  obtaining  of  which. 


so  much  virtue  was  displayed,  and'  for  which  so 
much  blood  was 'shed,  during  that- sanguinary 
and  remorseless  war,  carried  on  against  "us  by 
Great  Britain  ?  Cau  we  look  on  and  see  ourselves 
plundered,  and  thousands  of  our  fdlow-cttizens 
impressed,  taken  from  their  laivful  pursuits,  car- 
ried into  captivity,  and  ignominiously  confined  on 
board  of  British  ships  of  war:  subject  to  be  in- 
carcerated, compelled  inglorious! y  to  fight  for 
principles,  meonsistent  with  justice,  and  repug- 
nant to  the  feelings  of  freetnen  ? 

Sir^  our  demands  have  been  bottomed  on  jus- 
tice— peace  ha^  been  our  ojbject,  which  has  been 
manifested  by  the  numberless  sacrifices  we  have 
made ;  and,  sir,  it  is  Jo  be'  lamented  that  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  laudable  design,  the  injustice 
of  bur  enemies  has  suspendied  our  usual  pursuits, 
aiid  subjected  oClr  commerce  to  the  rapacity  of 
those  invarders  of  our  rights  But,  sir,  the*  cup 
of  forbearance  is  exhausted;  it  is  tiipe  to  sound 
tlie  tocsin  of  alarm — to  gird  on  our  swords*  to 
prepare  for  action.  Sir,  to  step'  one  step  further 
without  showiug  that  spirit  of  reseniinent  becom- 
ing freemen,  would  be  to  see  national  degrada- 
tion stare  us  in  the  face — would  be  to  ackpowN 
edge  ourselves  unworthy *of  self-government,  to 
]pfepare  for  a  state  of  yassalage. 

-Mr,  Speaker,  by  an  examination  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  Mr.  Foster  and  our  Govern- 
ment, it  wfll  be  found  that  an  *explicit  demand, 
has  been  made  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  by  our  Government,  and  9  positive  re- 
fusal on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,. or  what  is 
tantamount^  Hete^  then,  sir,  we  are  completely 
at  i's^ue.  and  1  know  of  no  other  w;vy  of  decvTding 
it  tha,n  qy  battle  or  s'ubmissioii ;  which  of  the  two 
will  be  resorted  to  by  the  National  Councils,-!  am 
yer  unable  to  determine  ;  but  with  the  j)eople,  the 
former  wOuld  be  laid  hold  of  with  avidity^  and 
supported'  with  Spartan  bravery. 

oir,  we  have  heard  much  of  the  expense  of  a 
ws^r,  and  have  been  told  that  the  people  would 
not  support  you  In  it.  What,  sir,  a  country  so 
extensive  as  America,  so  populous,  abounding  in 
wealth,  andj  I  trusty  the  people  patriotic,  possess- 
ing a  full  share  of  national  pride,  and  not  be  wil- 
ling^ to  be  at  the  expense  of  supporting  their 
figjhts?'  This  is, in  my  mind,  a  preposterous  idea; 
it  is  a  kind  of  calculating  policy  that  does  not 
pervade  this  land  of  liberty.  The  people  cannot 
estimate,  in  pounds^  shillings,  and  pence,  the  value 
of  national  honor  ^nd  rights :  they  a.re  fond  of 
peace,  but  honor  and  interest  bind  them  lo  oppose 
oppression,  and  defend  their  rights,  independent 
of  the  consideratidn  of  expanse;  at  Jeast,  I  can 
vouch*  for  those  whom  Iha^e  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent— they  ace  disposed  to  cherish  economy  as  a 
principle  of  virtue  in  a  Republic ;  but,  sir,  at  a 
time  as  perilous  as  the  pre^ent^  when  our  rights 
are  invaded  and  oOr  honor  assailed,  they  would  be 
willing  that  every'shilliip^  should  be  draw.n  from 
the  public  chests,  every  cen^  from  private  purses, 
rather  than  succumb  to  tyranny;  they  are  deter- 
mined, at  the  risk  of  their  Jives  and  fortunes, 
to  transmit  to  posterity;  unsullied,  those  inesti- 
mable blessings  of  liberty  and-independence  which 
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were  acbiev«d  by  the  valorous  actions  of  their 
ancestors.  '   - 

Sir,  the  most  infatatited  partisan  of  Great  Brit- 
ain cannot  but  see  in  her  conduct  an  unequi- 
Tocal  proofof  the  rapacious  &n4  vindictive  policy 
whicti  dictates  h^  roeasares :  all  m^n  most  see 
that  the  flagrant  inji^ries  which  we  ar^  now  suf- 
fering from  Jier^  proceed  .from  a  genecal  pjan  of 
piracy,  from  a  disposition  to  ravish  from  us 'what- 
ever may  contribute  to  their*  convenience,  inde^ 
'  pendent  of  national  law/  i     ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  temporizing  and  vibrating  pol- 
rcy  bas  had  a  tendency  to  unnerve  patriotic  ardor,'< 
.  and  to  paralyze  the  national  energies.    Sir,  the 
'  destruction  of  our  navigation  and  Commerce ;  the 
annihilation  of  mercantile  capital ;  the  extinction 
of  reVenue^these  would  be  minor'evils.    A  few 
years  of  security  and  exertion  blight  repair  them ; 
opt  the  humiliation  of  tbe  American  mind  would 
^be  a  lasting  and  portal  disease.    Mental  debase- 
ment is  the  greatest  misfortune  tbtfC  can  befall  a 
people.  'The  most  pernicious  consequence  that  & 
'  Government  can  experience,  is  a  conquest  over 
that  just  ^nd  elevated  s^nse  of  hsownrights,  which 
inspires  a  due  sensibility  to  ihsult  and  injury,  over 
that  manly  pride*  of  charactex  which  prefers  peril 
or  sacrifice  to  the  subsiiissioa  to  oppression,  and 
which  considers  national  ignominy  as  the  great- 
'  e^t  of  national  calamities.    Sir,  as  a  respectable, 
nuHierous)  and  w.ealthy  nation^  I  am  oot  sure  but 
we  have  carried,  our  moderation  to  a  degree  of 
erimiitalityi    Yet,  sir,  1  acknowledge  moderation 
in  all  Governments  a  virtue.    In  weak  or  young 
nations,  it  is  often  wis^  to  take  every  chance  by 
patience  and  address  to  divert  hostility,  and  sonte- 
timesto'hord  parley  witbJusult  ajid  injury;  but, 
to  capitulate  with  oppression*  or  to  surrender  to  it 
at  discretion^  i8,.in  any.Government  that  has  any 
power  of  resistance,  as  foolish  asjt  is-contempti- 
'  ole.    Sir,  the  honor  of  a  nation  is  its  life.    Delib^ 
'  eratety  to  abandon  it^  is  to  commit  an  iet  of  polit- 
ical suicide. 

V  Mr<  Speaker,  there  is  reason  in  the  sentiment, 
' '  atowed  in  the  language  of  sonM,  and  betrayed  by 
^  the  conduct  of  others,  thatwe  ought  to  submit  to 
oppression^  or  any  kind  t)f  evils,  rather  than  go  to 
war  with  England  j  because,  say  gentlemen,  she 
i$  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world,  and  is  keep^ 
log  a  more  dangerous  enemy  flrom  us ;  that,  if  we 
were  to  commit  an  act  that  would  lead  to  war 
with  Great  Britain,  we  would  have  in  a  short  lime 
the  tyrant  of  France  upon  us,  and  would  soon  be 
in  as  wretched  a  situation  as  the  peninsula  of 
^pain.  This,  in  my- opinion,  is  hot  only  danger- 
x)Us,  but  dastardly  doctrine.  Sir,. the  people  that 
can-  prefer  disgrace  to  danger  are  prepared  for  a 
master,'and  deserve  oae  i  but,  thank  God.  the  peo^ 
|)le' of  America  have  not  caught  this  panic  jthej 
are  not  so  far  lost  to  d  sense  of  honor,  or  so  desti- 
tute of  patriotism,  as  to  prefer  submission,  abject 
.    acquiescence,  to  oppression,  to  war, 

Mr.  Speaker,  all  attenonts  to  bring  about  an.  am- 
icable adjustment  of  differen'ces  have  failed.  It 
'would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to  depend  upon 
negotiationr-  any  lon|;er.  We  ipust  deterinine  on 
doing  ourselves  justice*    There  is  no  alternative 


left  but  to  repel  agmssion  and  defend  our  rights. 
The  resolutioii  to  do  this  is  imposed  on  the  Gov- 
ernment by  a  painful,  but  irresistible  necessity. 
Then,  sir,  is' it  not  necessary  to  adopt  these  pre- 
paratory measures,  to  be  in  readiness  for  not  onlv 
defensive,  but  oflensive  operations  1  Then,  I  call 
on  the  manly  spirit  of  American  virtue — on  all 
those  who  ar^  American  ei,  heart-^to  bury  ani- 
mosities ;  to  Ia)[  aside  prejuilices,  which  are  not 
based  6n  integrity  and  honor ;  to  stand  forth  for 
the'honor  aqd  welfarie  ef  our  common  country; 
to  be  the  defenders  of  those  inestimable  rights 
achieved  by  the  valor  of  the  heroes  of  1776.'  This 
Is  the  time  not  to  have  it  attributed  to  fear  Or 
baseness— the  time  for  men  of  all  parties  to  rally 
under  the  good  old  Whig  standard. 

Sir,  my  view  is,'  if  an  honorable  adjustment  of 
difference  between  this  Government  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain '  does  not  take  place 
against  next  Spring,  bya  revocation  of  the  Orders 
'  in  Council,  a  releasement  of  our  impressed  Amer- 
ican seamen,  together  with  a  relinquishment  of 
the  principle  of  impvessment  and  ample  repilra- 
tion  fov  damages,  that'we  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  and,  by  a  system  of  privateering,  ciit 
up  th^ir  commence ;  and,  as  I  hope  to  qee  the  day 
when  the-  British  will  hare  no  Halifax  on  this 
^ontinent^  to  send  captured  Aoaerican  vessels  to 
for  adjudication  and  condemnation,  Uiat  we  make 
a  descent  on  their  North  AtQe't<^&LD  possessions, 
by  which  We  shall  check  their  influence,  particu- 
larly over  the  savages,'^by  cutting  ofi*  all  commu- 
nication with  those  hostile  barbarians  on  our 
l)orders.  Sir,  I  am  not  so  passive  as  to  subscribe 
to  the  doctrine  advanced  yesterday  in  a  lengthy 
harangue,  which  in  substance  amounts  to  arec' 
ommendation  of  patience* and  resignation,  as  the 
remedv  against  oppression.  I  knaw  that  war  is 
to  be  deprecated — that  it  ought  to  be-  made  the 
last  rei^ort,  so  as  to  preserve  national  honor,  which 
ought  to'  be  deemed  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration — but,  sir^  as.  I  deprecate  a  state  of 
war,  I  have  never  been  taught  to  consider  it  the 
greatest  of  evils.  Our  ancestors  did  not  consider 
It  so:  they  not  only  broke  to.  pieces  the  chains 
tliat  were  forging,  but  thev  cut  asunder  the  ties 
which  had  bound  to  em,  and  launched  into  an  ocean 
of  uncertainty..  Success  crowned  their  efibrts — 
they  dispelled  the  thick  clouds  of  oppression,  and 
shook  on  the  fetters  of  despotism — and,  sir,  have 
their  descendants  become  so  degenerate  as  to  suffer 
them  to  be  rlvetted  on  again,  by  an  abandonment 
of  inherent  rights,  and  truckling  at  the  feet  of 
Tyranny  t .  I  trust  not.  I  flatter  myself  that  the 
National  Councils  will  awaken  from  their  polit- 
ical slumberings ;  that  they  will  act  worthy  of 
themselves,  and  up  to  the  expectations  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Trocp  rose  to  make  an  efibrt  to  put  an  end 
to  the  debate ;  a  debate  in  wbicb  the  great  maas 
of  the  House  were  enlisted  on  one  sidcaaainat 
the  solitary  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Air.  jBUii- 
dolpb)  on. the  other,  t  trust,  sir,  the  period  bas 
arrived  when  the  House  will  feel  itselfbound,  by 
the  imperious  calls  of  the  countrv,  to  act,  apd  to 
act  promptly.    I  am  ready  to  go  heart  aad  hand 
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wi(h  the  advocates  of  the  resolution ;  ali  I  ask 
is,  that  they  will  lead  with  prudeooe  and  discre- 
tion ;  delil^erate  Vfhen  deliheratiou  is' useful,  act 
when  action  is  necessary.  But,  if  the  spirit  of  de- 
bate, as  in  former  tiroes,  has  seized  upon  us ;  if 
idle  verbiage  and  enapty  vociferation  are  to  take 
the  place  of  manly  and  energetic  conduct,  I  enter, 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  proceeding,  my  solemn 
protest.  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  share  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  ruinous  course.  Indeed,  sir,  so  con- 
scious do  I  feel  of  tbeevjl—- nay,  of  the  danger  to 
the  country  from  the  course  which  has  been 
adopted,  I  shall  be  constrained  to  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  unless  my  friends  shall  interpose 
the  more  pleasant  corrective,  their  own  good 
sense,  to  stop  it.  I  know,  sir,  they  have  been  im- 
pelled by  the  most  honorable  sentiments,  the  most 
generous  passions,  patriotism,  honor,  zeal  for'their 
country,  rage  against  her  oppressors^.  They  are 
good  reasooers,  they  are  eloquent — but  of  what 
avail  is  argument,  of  what  avail  is  eloquence^  to 
convince;  to  persuade,  whom  ?  ourselves,  the  peo- 
ple 1  Sir^if  the  people  are  to  be  reasoned  into  a 
war  now,  it  is  too  soon,  much  too  soon,  to  begin 
it.  If  their  Representatives  here  are  to  be  led  to 
it  by  the  flowers  of  rhetoric^  it  is  too  soon,  mycb 
too  soon  to  begin  it. 

When  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations  (Mr.  PoRTEm)  reported 
the  resoluti^jis,  I  had  hoped  he  would  have  made 
a  motion  to  go  into  eonelave,  or,  if  that  had  not 
been  deemed  advisable,  that  at  least  ^he  resolu- 
tions, when  taken  up  with  open  doors,  would  have 
been  treated  as  a.syst^tn  of  d^eosive  measures 
called  for  by  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and  af- 
fording no  jast  ground  of  complaint  to  any  Power 
which  might  please  to  consider  itself  the  object  of 
them.  Such  a  course  would  have  been  not  less 
consistent  with  the  report  of  the  committee  itself, 
than  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  President's 
Menage.  The  President  himself  would  have 
been  fortified  by  it.  When  the  British  Minister 
called,  as  he  undoubtedly  will,  upon  the  Presi- 
dent; to  de^iand  the  causes  of  these  warlike  pre- 
parations, he  might  have  been  answered  :  Sir, 
they  are  no  other  than  what  they  purport  on  the 
face  of  them  to  be,  a  system  of  defence  on  the 
part  of  the  American  Government,  called  for  by 
the  state  of  the  world  ;  or,  if  he  pleased^he  mi^ht 
have  said,  called  for  by  the  attitude  which  His 
Britannic  Majesty  had  assumed,  the  propriety  of 
which  DO  nation  had  a  right  to  question.  But\ 
instead  of  this,  what  had  been  done?  Why,  at 
the  very  outset,  we  have  be^o  told  the  measures 
were  intended  as  measures  of  offensive  hostility; 
that  the  army  was  to  be  raised  to  attack  Canada  -, 
nothing  short  of  it ;  all  the  advocates  of  the  reso- 
ll^tion  declared  it*  Now,  sir,  could  a  more  public 
or  formal  declaration  of  ,war  have  been  made  ? 
Contrary  to-  the  practice  of  all  nations,  we  de- 
clare first  and  make  preparation  afterward^  More 
magnanimous  than  wise,  we  tell  the  enemy  when 
we  will  strike,  where  we  will  strike,  and  how 
we  will  strike  1  Do  we  mean  a  mere  bravado? 
Impossible.  No  man  who  knows  the  advocates 
of  tiie  T^solntions  would  suspect  it;  but  we  hope 


the  enemy  will  recede;  she'mi^;  but  ff  she 
should  not,  let  gentlemen  look  to  tjie  consequen- 
ces; let  them  look  well  to  the  character  of  that 
enemy:  is  he  feeble,' spiritless,  destitute  of  re- 
sources, without  courage;  without  honor  ?    No, 
sir,  with  two  hurtdredvand  fifty  thousand  regulars 
and  all  the  munitions  of  war  in  store,  his  fleets 
and  transports  manned,  equipped,  and  provision- 
ed ;  their  sails  bent  to  every  wipd,  they  ask  but 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  to  reinforce Q^uehee, 
to  fortify  Montreal,  to  guard  tbB  passes  into  Can- 
ada^  to  march- the  .supernuraeraries  to  Bostoo. 
Here  we  sit  in  idle  debate.  Slr^  I  do  contend  most 
seriously,  that  ten  thousand  regulars- can  march 
to  Boston  in  defiance  of  the  militia  of  Massacha- 
setts,  :v^ell  armed  and  organized  as  I  know  them  to 
be.    Well,  air,  suppose  this  should  happen,  and 
more  wonderful  things  have  happened,,  what  will 
be  said  ?    What  will  my  ftiend  from  Virgiaiasav 
to  the  first  victims  of  the  war?    Why,  be  will 
say,  "this  19  no  war  of  mine,  I  exerted  all  my 
strength  to  turn  these  people  from  their  nuid  and 
desperate  career  T'  The  i^entlen^an  from  Virginia 
exonerates  himself  from  all  responsibility  by  the 
very,  act  of  opposition;  bCit,  what  can -be  said  of 
us,  the  advocates  of  the'  resolution,  to  whom  all 
responsibility  attaches  ?     That  "  we  had  not  fin- 
ished our  war  speeches  P  that  "we^could  not  be- 
gin to  raise  men  until  we  had  finished  them  I'* 
Sir,  believe  me,  the  people  of  this  country  want 
no  such  speeches ;  they  will  go  to  war,  l>ecause 
they  believe  war  is  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  their  honor  and  substantial  interest ;    they 
want  men  and  arms  to  defend  them — not  words. 
If  gentlemen  persevere  in  the  debate,  I  will  call 
the  previous  question.    The  safety  of  the  State, 
after  what  ha3  been  Said  and  done,  demands  it, 
iind  all  considerations  most  vield  to  that. 
'    Mr,  Macon  considered  the  present,  from  the 
turn  the  debate  had  taken,  the  most  important 
question  which  had  come  before  the  National 
Government  for  many  year!  past,  because  it  was 
evidently  discussed  as  a  war  question,  though  the 
real  question  before  the  House,  if  adopted  did  not 
declare  war.    It  was  not  now  a  question  by  what 
means  or  by  whose  measures  the  nation  was 
brought  into  its  present  situation;  it  niust,  how- 
ever, be  satisfactory  to  all,  that  the  Administra- 
tion has  done  everything  that  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, to  avoid  the  present  crisis,  and  to  keep  the 
nation  at  ])eace.  If  the  British  Government  would 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  and  national  rights, 
our  difficulties  would  be  at  an  eqd.    It  was  no 
longer  a  question   about  the  colonial  oarrjring 
trade — that  was  at  an  end ;  because  Great  Bntaia 
miglit  now  be  considered  as  possessing  all  the 
West  India  islands ;  and  as  we  have  now  neither 
sugar  nor  coifee  to  carrf ,  she  has  determined  to 
execute  with  rigor  her  unjust  orders  against  oar 
carrying  the  productions  of  our  own  soil  to  any 
marset  except  her  own, or  that  uf  her  allies.    This 
is  attacking,  the  best  interest  of  the  country;  in- 
deed, it  is  taking  the  profits  of  both  planter  a^d 
merchant.    Hence,  none  of  our  exports  bring  a 
price  by  which  we  can  live,  exoent  flour ;  and  that 
would  be  no  better  than  any  other  article  of  ex* 
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p6r^  was  iunoi  ihat  Gfeat  Sritfrin  apd  her  tlltesi 
Spam  and  Pbrt«s:iU,.waat  h  for  the  si»pport  of* 
iheiir  atmiesj  it  is  their  waots,  and- the  great  diffi- 
culty of  gettiog  their  wants  supplied  anywhere 
«lse,  that  k«eps  «p  the  price  of  wheat. 
NotwithstaDding  these  wereiiis  senti  meats,  )ier 

.  thought  it  would  be  going  too  fk'r  to  consent,  by- 
the  v.ote  he  was;  about  to  gi^re,  that  he  pledged 
*  himself  to^Tote  for  aoy  measure  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Kelation^  might  hereafter  bring 
forward,  when  he  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  all 
the  resolutions  bontatned  in  the  report  which  Wasr 
now  under  coasi4eration.  Our  affairs  must  now 
comroahd'  the. serious  attenteon  o[  every  man  in 
the  Ration.  We  must  Qi^iher  prepare  to  nbaintafn 
the  right  to  carry  our  produce  to  what  market  we 
please^  or  to  be  content  without  a  market ;  to  at- 
tempt another  Beg6tiatioQ  would  |l>e  useless  $  every 
effort  has  been  made  in  that  way  that  could  t>e 
made.    Indeed,  no  ope  has  yet  said  that  he  wished 

.  another. .  He.  was  as  desirous  of  peace  as  he  «ever. 
was  ;'and  if  ajiy  plan  shall  be  pzoposed  by  which 
the  peaci^  of  the  country  can  be.  preserved.'  and 
thje  right  to  export  our. native  produce  maintained, 
he  should  still  *  prefer  it  to  war ;  but  if  no  •such 
plan  can  be  devised,  he  was  willing  to  go  to  war 
^  tor  that  right.  H^  was  also  willing  to  declare  the 
poioU  to  the  oatioo  for  Which  we  went  to  war, 
and  rather  thaa  not  succeed,  he  wouid  carry  it  on 
for  fifty  yearSj  ^nd  longer  it  necessary,  .  lie  felt 
no  hesitation  in  declaring)  that,  he  would  not  go 

~  to  war  to  encoura)2e  the  nation,  or  any  part^f  it, '  * 
to  become  .maaufacturera,'(and  it  may  not  b^l 
a^mis^  to  observe  that,  from  the  day*  that  this  re- 
port was  laid,  on  the  table,  we  have  heftrd  noth'iogf- 
about  manufactures ;)  nor  would  he  go  to  war 

.  lor.^he  purpose,  of  building  a  navy.  He  men- 
tioned this,  be<^ii^e  he  had  bpard  a  good  deal  said 
of  late  about  increasiog  the  fleet  and  building 
seveniy-fonrs/.  If^  thepefore,  it.  was  to  be  a  war' 
either  to  encourage  raa'nufhctures  or,  to  build  a 
fleet,  he  should  bet^posed  to  k;  he  would  rather 
remain  as  we  are  awhile  longer,  bad  as  our  sitna* 
tion  is,  than  to  stick  these  two  set-fasts  to  the 
hack  of  the  nation,  nertherof  which  it  could  ever 
set  clear  of.  A  peace  in  Ebrope*  joaight  free  us 
froih  our  present  embarrassments,  but  from  the 
.  other,  once  established,  we  can'  sever  ezfiect  tp 
get  free, 

He  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Qeorgta  (Mr.  Troup)  that  the  House  ought  qow, 
by  the  pirerious  question,  to  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
hate;  on  the  contrary,  he  wished  every  member 
might  have  full  time  to  deliver  ^is  sentiments  on 
this  great  qiuestion ;  for  hie  part,  he  wished  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  those.who  lived  on  the  Blastem 
frontier ;  he  was  gratified  that  several  of  the  mem-' 
bees  of  the  Western  haa  favdreB  the  Committee 
with  theks.  He  expressed  this  .wish,  because  the 
part  of  the  country  which  he  represented  was  in 
the  middle  country,  Bbput  the  same  distance  from 
the  mountfunsBBa  the  Atlantic  oceans  in  no  dan-^ 
g«r  of  beioff  ancprised  or  injured  by  any  plunder- 
ing partv ;  out  if  the  House  was  to-do  that  which 
the  ffentl^maa  from  Oeorgia  seemed  to  desire,  it- 

.  would  do  no  good ;  because}  if  oiir  pbject  he  it. 


invade  Canada,  it  call  scarcely  be  ez{(ected  that 
this  could  be  done  with  our  utmost  exertions  by 
regular  troops^  hereafter  to  be  raised,  sooner  than 
June  or  Jbly,  Hitherto,'  our  proceedings  have 
been  carried  on  not  only  with  good  homof,  but 
with  ^reat  urbanity,  also ;  to  stop  the  debate,  might 
nav€!  a  tendcincy  to  change  this,  which  no  ojno 
would  regret  more  than  the  gentleman  himself^ 
Before  we  raise  an  army,  and  provide  it  with 
evjerything  necessary  for  marching,we  have  much 
to  do.  We  ^ave  now  no  Washin|r(on  to  com- 
mand, and,  since  the  days  of  Joshua,  I  have  read 
of  no'sach  man ;  such  men  do  not  appear  every 
century,  hnd  a  thousand  years  will  hardly  produce 
one.  It  is  quite  probable,  except  the  Commander* 
in-Chief,  as  good  or  better  appointments  may  be 
now  made,  than  were  made  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolution;  (>ecause  there  are  now  more  men 
of  experience  in  the  country  than  there  were  at 
that  time  i  and,  also,  because  the  men  of  talents 
and  experience  are  much  better  known  to  the  Na- 
tional Government  now  than  they  thetl  were; 
besides  the  selection  of  officers,  the  wagons,  carts, 
and  provisions,  are  to  purchase,  and  almost'every 
other  article  necessary  for  a  march  log  army.  It 
may  not  be  improper  here  to*  remark,  that  this  is 
not  a  Government  of  confidi^nce ;  ana  that,  before 
we  go  too  far,  we  Ought,  by  some  means  or  other, 
to  know  wha is  to  command  the  Army.'  There 
cannot  be  much  difficulty  in  this,  especially  as 
every  department  of  the  Government  seems  wil- 
ling to  raise  a  force  adequate  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  wanted.  And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to 
say.  that  I  hope  this  is  to  be  no  party  war,  but  a  ' 
national  war,  in  which  every  person  in  the  na- 
tion may  have,  a  fair  chance  to  pai^ticipate  in  the 
honor  and  glory  to  be  acquired  in  the  neld  of  bat- 
tle, and  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  his  country. 
Such  a  wi^r,  if  war  we  .ihall  have,  can  alone,  id 
my  judgment,  obtaiathe  end  for  which  we  mean 
to  contend,  without  any  disgrace.  Before  I  sit 
down,  it  is  proper  for  me-  to  say,  that  I  shall  vote 
for  the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  biit, 
in  doing  this,  I  give  no  pledge  to  vot6>for  the 
'ntim4)er  of  ra^n,  that  has  been  mentioned  in  de- 
bate. Almost  every  ntimbW,  from  fifty  thousand 
down  to  fifteen, thousand,  have  been  stated  as  the 
ffroper  number  to  be  raised ;  when  these  are  com- 
pared with  the  pumber  (ten  thousand)  mentioined 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  (and  I  ybdeittood  him  to  say  that  was 
the  number  wanted- by  the  Executive,)  itappearjs 
more  like  gUQfssing  than  /^^ciila^ing.  The  Ad- 
mlnisti^tion,  no  doaht,knoW  the  number  of  troops 
in  Canada  and  in  all  the  American  continental 
dominions  of  Great  Britain ;  this  is  notlcnown  to 
the  Houser-of  course  we  can  do  nothing  but 
giiess;  and  it  is  enough  for  mo  at  present  to  vote 
the  number  which  it  has* requested.  If  Ifshould 
appear  too  cautions  about  voting  men,  it  ought  to 
be  remem.bered  that  I  voted  for^  six  thousand  ad- 
ditional .troops^  under  the  belief  that  Great  Brit- 
ain had  made,  war  upon  us^and  that  afterwards 
the  law  raising  them  could  not  be  repealed.  / 

One  word  as  to  what  has  been  said  about  se- 
cret proceeding;  they 'are  useless,,  and  .expert- 
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efice  has  convinced  the  nation  that  Congress  has 
nerer  kept  a  secret  one  ^eek ;  it  is  known  to  all 
the  world  that  both,  France  ajid  England  use 
money  to  boy  political  secrets  ;  but  as  the  docti- 
'  inents  are  pubiit;,  it  would  haye  appeared  a  little 
strans^  to  tceep  the  proceedings  in  the  Legislature 
which  originated  frpm  thetn  a  secret. 

Mr.  Smflie  spoke  in  faTot  of  the  report;  when 
the  Hopse  adjourned.  '      *« 

Friday,  December  13.        ^-   . 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  Washington  oounty,  in 
the  District  of  Coluoabia.  lying  west  of  llock 
Creek,  praying,  that  the  Levy  Court  of  the  said 
county  may  b«  empowered  an.d  ayithorized  to  levy 
county  taze^  on  thai  portion  of  the  county  com- 
prehending the  City  of  Washington.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.    . 

Mr.  Lacook  presented  a  petition  of  the  mem*' 
t)ersof|the  several  Christian  denominations,  in 
the  western  pans  of  the  United  States,  praying 
that  the  mails  of  the  United  States  may  not  b^ 
car/ied,  and  that  post  offices  may  not  b6  opened, 
on  the  Sabbath  day. — Referred  to  the  Postmaster 
General. 

Mr.  Blackledoe  moved  that  the  House  do, 
come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Besolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Unite'd  dQites 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
this  House,  a  digest  of  the  system  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions by  which  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  trained  and- disciplined.  ^  . 

The  resolution  was  read,  ar.d  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference,  made  the  eleventh  instant,  together 
with  the  message  from  the  Senate  adhering  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  ^for  the^pportion- 
saent  of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration;'' 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS.  >     - 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioo,  of  tke. 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Kelatioas; 

Mr.  DAWSON.-r'Whea  weareabouc  to  take  a  step, 
Ip  assame  an  attitude  whi6b  mas^  change  all  oar 
foreij^n  relations,  and  may  produce  a  cbange  incur 
political  character,  it  becomes  us  to  summon  aH 
aur  wisdcm— to  collect  ail  oar  moderation. and 
firmness,  and  to  unite  aU-onr  energies  and  exer- 
tions* It  becomes  us  to  be  *' neither  rash  or  4iffi- 
dent,"  Of)  td  use  the  language  of  one  of  the  greatest 
neo  who  ever  lived  in  the  tide  of  thnciS;  '^  Immod- 
erate  valor  awells  into  a  fault,  and  iJear  adoaitted 
into  public  coiincils  betrays  like  treason."  Soch. 
air,  is  the  situation  of  the  United  Stat^  st  this 
momenta  We  are  about  to  take  such  a  8tep-*every 
sentiment  therefore  which  can  be  offered  demands 
its  proportion  of  public  attantionf  and  renders  that 
apology  from  me  unnecessary,  whioh^  on  any 
other  occasion,  common'  propriety  would  juatify. 
After  the  select  Oomnuttee  on  our  Foreign  Re- 
lations had* made  their  report,  it  affevaed  to  me  (o 


be  thiir  particular  ilaty  lo  give  fotbis  House  a 
fuU  exposition  of  tii^ir  presedt  and  qlterior  views 
and  objects,  knd  of  those  of  the  Adroinistrattoa. 
as  far  as  they  had  ascertained  them,  founded  oa 
the  information  which,' it -is  pre^nmedj  they  pos- 
sessed. For  thfs  I  waited  trith  jiatience,  and 
have  listened  With  Attention  and  with  pleasure^  * 
it  has  been  gi^en  with  proHptness,  with  ability 
and'with  cairdor ;  andwith  that  perspicuity  which  ' 
frees  the  mind  from,  all  doubt,  as  to  the  coarse 
which,  in  th^ir  judgment,  we  ought  to  putsoe. 
And  it  now  rests  with  us,  sir,  co  detertnine  whe- 
their  we  shall  sanctioa  their  recommendation^ 
whether  we  shall  adopt  those  measures'  necessary 
%nd  preparatory  to  a  war  in  #hich  it  is  probable 
our  country  will  bo  engaged.  Sir,  in  the  course 
of*  DEiy  political  life,  it  nas  been^my  duty  to  meet 
and  to  decide  ^on  8om«  of  the  moat  important 
questions  which  have  been  agitated  in  oor  public 
conoeilsj'aad  dfeply  inyolving  the  best  interests 
of  our  country ;  these  duties  ihave  performed 
with  fidelity  and  witboot  fear,  and  I  pied^  my« 
self  never  to  depart  from  thiit  line  of.eoftdoet; 
aad,^  sir;  at  no  period  of  my  life,  noir  opon  aay 
occasion  haiw  I  mat  any  question  with  more  se- 
rious deliberation  tnd  more  tindaunted  firmness 
than  I  do  the  present. 

For  seteral  years  past  I  have  been  an  advocate 
for  the  ndoptioa  of  eVery  meaaore,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  place  our  country  in  a  complete 
stat^  of  defence,  and  prepare  us  to  meet  anr  state 
of  things.  I  have,  thought,  and  do  think  that 
preparatory  and  vi^djroai;  measures  are  best  cal- 
culated, fo  maintain  the  tiigni^  and  secure  the 
peace  anf  happiness  of  our  country«*'that  to  be 
pepared'to  meet  dangar  is  t)»0  best  Way  4o  avert 
It.  These  preparations  have  not  been  carried  to 
the  extent  which  I  have  wish^d-^aiid  yet,  sir,  I 
ain  far  from  thinking  that  ray  oountry  is  in  that 
feeble  state  whioh  some  ,gentlejneii  jeem  srilling 
to  cepreseti.t  it.  i  feel  nfryself  authorised  to  sute, 
that  we  have  a{l  the  necessaries;  all  the  imple- 
nents ;  all  the  -mnnitiofts  necessary  for  a  thies 
years'  close  war  aninst  any  force  which  any 
PoWer  can  s^d  to  uiis  contioen«i. 

AU  that  we  want,  are  men.  Noj  sir, •'pardon 
the  expression— all  which  waVimt  is  an  expres- 
sion ot  the  win  of.  the  aatiba.  Let  this  Hoosc. 
let  the  co()stituted  authorities  declare  that  will^ 
let  theini  declare.  ^<  The  RepobUc  to  be  in  danger,'' 
and  tbousaada  and'tens  of  thousands  of  oor  fei* 
low  citizeiM  will  rally  ronnd  the  standard  of  their 
country,  resolved  to  'suii^port  her  rights,  avenge 
her  wrongs,  or  parish  in  hej  ruin.  Yes,  sir. 
shooldthat  awful  moment  ever  arrive,  which  may 
Heaven  ayert  l-^-ahould-  we  be  forced  into  a  war 
in  the  defence  of  our  just  rights,  I  tmat  and  be- 
lievo  that  there  is  ^ot  a  man  in  the  nation,  whose 
stioation  wiH  permit,  who  .will  not  bo'  ready  to 
march  at  his  conn  t/y^s  call.  No -man  more  de« 
voutly  prays  for  |ieace  thati  i  do ;  no  man  depre- 
cates large  atanding  armies  in' the  time  o£  peace 
more  than  i  do — I  consider,  thflnt  the  bane  of  so* 
ciety  and  the*  dahger  <xf  republics ;  but,  air,  as 
•peace,  honorable  peace  Is  slot  alwajrBatt)ur  com* 
.mand,  they  mdst  he  resorted  to  in  time,  of  war. 
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•Mr.  &pea1rerj  wehftV^  Iveard  crlath  of  ^irpense 
of  mziitton  afid  of eedoomy.  Sir,  qo  mttn  admir^ 
•true<'eooiioiny  more  tbao  I  do--^DO  nmn  aftfcLors 
that  which  gfo^s  to  defeat  itsdf  more  tha)i  I  do. 
The  pne  is  wisdom,'the  other  folly ;  aad  althoa^h 
I  am  an  adroeate  fot  et^oDomy,  and  a  rif  id  diatri- 
btition  ofs  the  pablic  faads,  aad  opiHMed .  to  taza- 
tion,  y^^  Kir,  there  are  times  and  cii^irmstanees, 
whefr  comideratiOQ^^  of  that  sort,  wh^a  all  minor' 
con$tderatiaD«,  tnvtdt  be;  sabeervient  to  what  we 
.owe  (he  publfc-rrwhea  to  be  freemtowe  must' 
ceate  io-be  misers.  Wh^  the  pieace,  the^hoiior, 
the  indepead^note  of  my  coirotry;  are  thjceatened, 
ratifer  thaa^aacrifice/ratheMliaa  endaifjeer  them; 
I  would  draw  erety  c%at  frott  your  ptiiMlc  coffer, 
every,  sona  from  your  private*  purses;  abd  this, 
I  am"  hold  to  say,  is  the  uadivlded  sentiment  of 
those  I  have  the  honor  tq  represent-., 

-Mr.  Speaker,  wheh  I  roseyit-was-notmyintea- 
tton  to. go  into  the  various  reasoii.swhijeh. will' in- 
duce me  to  vote  in  favor  of  that  resolntion,  or  to 
recapitnlate  'the  wrotigs  which  ur^e  its  adoption  ;• 
they  have  been  fully  staled  in -the  re)9ort  of  th^ 
committee" itself^  and  to  iisfe  i^  tp^h  words,^  **  The 
cold  recital  of 'wrongs,  of  in  juries  ^ndagi^re^iods 
known  and  ieit  by  every  ;nembef  of  this  Union, 
eonld'  havie  no  other  effect  than  ^o  deaden  the. 
nation«(l  sensibility  and  render  the  public  mind 
Calloli^'to  iniuries  wi$h  whicfi  it  is  already  too 
famifiar.^'    Npr,  mtj  do  I  mee^n  to  npderrater  or  to 
belittle  the  power  and.  resources  of  the ,  nation 
with  -whom  we  shall  probably  he  ^ftaged.     I 
know  hef  to  be  great  and  powerful,  and  that  we 
shalV  find. a -foe  not  ttnWorthyi>ur  sword*    I  know 
I        that  oiar  countrymen  wi(\'  be  subjected  to  great 
I        diflUcnlties,  hardship:!  and  dangers-,  tut  cpnfidijQg 
I        in'>the  jnstice  of  our  cause,  and  in  their  virtue  ai^d 
I        valor,  I  ^tttei'tain  nor  doubt  of  the  result. 

Mr.  NELst)!^  protested'agalnst  the  doctrine,  that 
I  in  the' vote  he  Was  dbociL  to  give  he  should  pledge 
I  himself  to  the  seaport  of  whatever  ulterior  meas- 
i  ores- the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  mi^ht 
I  chpose  to  adopt.  •  H[e  wis  -sensible  that  he  should 
hazard  the  censure  of  his  associates  in  the  Re- 
^utblican  cause  by  the  .observations  he  proposed 
to  ajDbknit.  Nay;  his'  Republican  frienas  might 
have  the  audadity  to  denounce  him  Bs  an  apos- 
tate, but  the  people  had  .intrusted  him  Wi(h  tneir 
deareiK  rights  and  interests^  and  he  was  resolved 
to  pursue  the$e  accofdiug  io  his  best  judgment, 
regardless  of  the  strictures  of  friends,  and.  of  th^ 
contcrmadous  abuse  of  the  press.  Proscription' 
-  sbDoijlliaxe  no. influence  an  his  conduct.  And 
hence  he  mus^ express  his  astonishment  at  those 
gentlemen  Who  had  xhreatened-^  the  House  with 
the  previous  question,  when  they  themselves  ad- 
mitted the  Vast  Importance  of  the  ^bjeqt  under 
discussion.  Tacitus  informs  u^  that  even  the 
semi- barbarian  Germans,  when  wdr  was  to  be  de- 
•cideO  on,  took  t^ifO  several  oeCanions  to  debate 
upon  ir-i^one,  when  they  were  i6  the  full  posses^ 
Aiofk  of  their  liatural  flculties^;  and,  second,  whcfn 
thef  i^ere  excited  by  extfavagant  cifcumstai^ce9. 
But  in  these.  Enlightened  days  It  seettm  thkt  we 
are  to  decide  this  alHm'portant  qiieaiion  Without 
debate  I.*  Hebegged  gerftleinen  to  divert  them- 


!$Mves  of  passion.  It  was  i^ot  ^'  t^me  to  bow  to 
the  influence  ofitiiprbp^r  feelings.  They  ought 
calmly  aiid  eONoUy  meet  the  subject.  •  They  were 
to  d^ide  \ipon  a  question  which  was  of  no.mo- 
mentary  natorre.  If  they  did  go  to  war,  il  woUld 
h'le  a  lusting  war;  and  he.  agreed  with  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Georgia,  ^Mr,  Trodp,)  that  if  war- 
speeches  were  tiecessary  to  bring  the  House  to 
the  sticking  point,  .it  wds  mnch  too  soon' to  begid 
war. '  •  -  ■     -• 

He  proposed  to  consider  these  resoLotiohs  as  a 
Measure  of  hostility,  according  ^o  the  views  of 
itsadvpisate^j  andthen^as  a  measure  of  defensive 
preparations,  agreeable  to  jthe  spirit  of  Bxecuttve 
recommendatibn,  which  Was  favorably  to  peace. 
(What  we>e  the  objects  of  the  -war  t  To  estab- 
jish  onr  idutraf  rights,  to  exempt  our  seamen 
from  impressment,  the  repeal  ^f  the  Orders 'in 
Council,  and  of  the  blockades,  and  the  security 
of  the  American  flag.*  What  would  be  the  effects 
of  war,  the  tocsin  of  which  was  for  the  first  time 
sounded  through  tin  land?  Our  country  had 
been  blessed  by  ProtideaceWirh  more  than  thirty  . 
years  of  peace  and  plci^y.  Thef  habits-  of  thfe  ^ 
people  were  pacific.  The'tcifling  hoMilities  with 
Englaad  were  of- no  consequence.  9ut  now  the 
yeamfanry  of  the  ,.counrty  were  to  be  called*  t<^ 
arms  as  if  onr  own  t^rltory  were  to  be  invaded. 
He  sympathized  with  the  sufferings  of  his  im- 
pressed and^  incarcerated  fellow-citizens;  but 
^ould  a^  territorial  w;ar  exempt  them  7rom  im- 
pressment? Would  it  establish  Our  neutral  rights? 
Certainly  not.  "The  way  to  enforce  these  rights 
was  by  a  great  ntaritime  fbrce,  which  the  nation 
were  incoQvpe tent  to  raise  and  support.-    - 

But  Hie  advocates  of  iminediate  war  said  that 
if  they  could  net  obtain  their  objects  by  direct' 
hostility  on  the  ocean^  they  could  do  it  bv  a  auo 
eedmemn-^-bY  ihe  exercise  of  .the  lex  tcuioma  in 
an  indirect  way*    After  issuing  letters  of  marque, 
they  would  resort. to  the  invasion  of  the  enemies' 
teiritorial  -provinces.     He  contended  that  this 
wonfd  b^[  inefScacipns,  and  maintained  that  to   ' 
conV^ert  our  ihercbants  into  privateers  would  be^ 
io  tarn  them  lodse  upon  the  seas  as  highway  rob- 
bers.   They  wonld  not  be  competent  to  carry  on 
a  War  in  this  way.    They  would  haVe abandoned  * 
their  peaeefnl  pursuits ;  they  would  accept  a  fre-    . 
ternal  embrace  at  French  subjects ;  fiti^ht  side  by 
side  with  them,  and  submit  themselves  to  the 
will  bf  the  French'  Emperor. '  However  ^crupu-  ' 
lous  gentlemen  might  now  be,  when.^the  hour  of 
danger  cam*  theywonld  accept  the  alliance  of 
Franc^.    The  national  interests  wonld  be  identi- 
fied-with  those  of  the  Buro|reaii  continent.  .  We 
should  adopt  the  continental  system,  in  which 
our  libetties  and  independence  would  he  Jeopar- 
dlSced* 

He  deprecated  the  invasion  of  Canada  aj  an 
act  of  foreign  coiiquest.  We  could  not  suppose 
that  Great  BrHain  wonld  slumber  over  our  occu- 
pation of  it,  and  where  should  we  find  a  station- 
ery force  aWe  to  keep  possession  of  it«s  a  cpn-  • 
quered  province?  Admit  U  asa  sifter  into  the 
Union,  we  dare  not  abandon  it  at  the  peace,  and 
therefofe  we  could  not  f^iye  it  back  for  the  restor- 
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atioD  of  our  mapittive  rights.'  But  suppose  that 
Qreat  Britain  should  be  brooghl  (o  her  knees, 
(and  this  was  all  the  ipost  valiant  of  us  would 
ask,)  what  have*  we  to  expect,  ff  the  power  and 
the  conmerce  of  England  shpuld  be  thrown  nito 
the  arn\s  of  France,  from  the  hifh,  I  he  mighty, 
the  imperial-  Napoleon  ?  WouM  He  respec<  us 
more  than  England  wouldl  They  both  follow 
their  own  interests,  as  we  ought  to  follow  ours. 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  war  upon  our- 
selves'?   - 

.  He. feared  a  war,  not  from  a  puerile  fear  of  iu 
expenses  Qr  of  death ,  but  from  a  manly  dread  of 
the  consequences  of  this  war,  which  must  kst  as 
long  as  Etigland  had  a  ship  at  sea,  or  a  luao  to 
man  it.  It  must  link  us  to  the  destinies  of  coatv- 
nental  Europe ;  it  would  place  us  ujuier  complete 
foreign  influence  and  folreign  dominion  9  it  would 
change  our  political  institutions.  The  sages  who 
framed  the  Coostiiutron,  and  illumined  it  by 
.  their  commentaries,  had  predicted  that  ft  would 
not  suit  to  stand  the  shock  of  war..  The  Repiib- 
lic  would  be  ruined  by  war.  We  do  not  want 
courage.  The  Revolution  had  shown  proofs  of 
the  greatest  valor  ever  exhibited  by  human  na- 
ture. But  few  circutUstancQS.  besides  invasion 
,would  justify  war.  It  would  strengthen  the  Ex- 
/ecutive  arm  at  the  expense  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Chief  Magistrate  would  have  to  x^arry  on 
the  war.  He  would,  upon  the  plea  of  necessity* 
change  iDur  appropriations  from  one  object  id 
another.  The  Constitution  would  be  sapi^d.. 
The  legislative  poller  would  be  desUroyejd.  He 
cared  not  for  the  prices  of  cotloir  aud  tobacco  as 
compared  .with  the  X^onstituticn^v  War  would 
introduce  a  slavish  subordination  atbong  the  peo- 
ple. They  wouW  lose  their  repul>lican  simpli- 
.  city,  and  their  republican  independence.  They 
would  neglect  4heir  homespun  for  the  military 
plume,  and  the  glided  epaUlette.  Their  morals 
would  become  depraved.  Love  of  tdlepess,  ex- 
travagance, and  neglect  of  the  dull  pursuits  of 
ooipmon  life,  would  take  place.  The  desire  woUTJ 
affaia  prevail  of  acquiring  large  fortunes  by  aid 
Of  invasion,  at  the  expense  of  the  war-worn  sol- 
dier whose  fruits  would  be  taken  away  for  a 
mere.  song,  as  thejr  had  been  at  the-  close  of  the 
Revolution.  Cupidity  would  be  introduced,  and 
pervade  the  public  mind. 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Itfr.  Speaker,  to 
repel  the  declarations  of  g^ntleown,  that  to  vote 
for  this  resolution  would  pledge  me  to  eo^bark  in 
warl  If  War  is  necessary.  I  will  not  shrink  from 
it,  big  as  it  is  with  calamity  and  ruin.  It  will  be 
ithe  duty  of  Government  to  obviate  some  of  its 
evils.  .       * .        . 

■I  am  in  hopes,  too,  sir,  that  I  have  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  check  the  intemperance  of  the  yputh 
of  my  country.  They  will  excuse  me.  I  trust 
we  may  not  be  led  away  by  the  ardor  of  youth 
or  of  old  age.  I  shall  vote  tor  the  increase  of  the 
regular  force,  to  go  hand  in  band  with  my  friends,  \ 
even  in  9  war^  if  necessary  and  just.  I  have  not 
made  this  speech  to  prove  that  I  am  against  war. 

Mr^  FmoLET  said  he  had  frequently  observed 
members,  after  a  question  had  undergone  a  very  ' 


tedious,  discussion,  wf  that  if  .the  yeas  and  nays 
had  not  been  called  thev  would  ngt  have  spoken 
on  the  question,  but  tjiese  having  been -called 
they  must  assign  the  reasons  for  their  vote^.  He 
did  not  approve  of  4 hat  prinetple,  because  jif  it 
was  to  be  reduced  to  practice  every'  member 
would  speak  to  every  such  .t^nesiion.^and  there 
would  be.no  end  of  the  debate.  However,  on 
this  question,  though  he  thought  ii  had  been  suf- 
fieientty  discussed,  yet  he  de^pied  it  proper  to 
express  a^few  thoughts,  not  so  inuch  to  gjve  the 
reasons  for  the  vote  he  designed  to  giye,  Zfi  to 
explaiathe  principles  on  which  he  designed  to 
£ive  his  vote.  He  designed  to  vot^  for  the  reso- 
lution before  the  House,  bul,  not  siirely  for  the 
same  reasons  or  with  the  same  determined. views 
that  some  honorable,  pembers  hav^  expressed. 
He  would  not  dwell  on  the  tyrannies  and  Jobber- 
ies of  either  the.moi;e'  ancient  or  modern  despots 
or  Governixienis  of  the  old  world,  but  confine 
himselif  to  such  a*  bad  a^direcl  .^relation  to  the 
queitidn  depending  before  the  House. 
"^  That  the  aggressions  and  bad  faith  of  the 
British  QOverontent,  and  the  recommeiidations 
df  the  ^xeciltiver  were  the  foundation'  of  the 
resolutions  befbre  the  House,  was  admitted. by  all 
that  have  spc^en  pn  tb^  question*  In  ^rder  to 
be  understood  he  wcoild  take  a  concise  retrospect 
of  our  relations  with .  Britain  since  nearly  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Crovertfment  of  the 
United  States. 

During  rhe  First  Congress  an  Indian  war  was 
commenced  on  our  western  frontier,  and  conduct- 
ed as  usual  with  sayage  ferocity;,  but,  believing 
tha(  it  only  resulted  from  ihe  combination-  of  a 
few  tribes,  our  defensive  measures  at  first  were 
weak,  and  our  first  attei^ts  unfortunate.  But 
it  soon  became,  such  a  tediousand  expensive  war 
as  to  requi^re  for  several  years  the  exertion  of  all 
our 'resources,  '  It  had  at  last. a  fortunate  con- 
clusion; but  during  its  progress.ouc  Government 
and  the  citizens  were  ftilly  convinced  xhat  the 
Indians  were  encouraged  ai\d  supported  by  the 
British  Government. 

We  all  knew  that  for  several  years  past  la- 
dian  councils  have  be<*n  convened  by  British 
agents,  who  influenced  them  by  presents  and 
employed  them  as  emissaries  to  excite  the  peace- 
able Ibdiana  in  our  own  territories  lo  go  to  war 
against  our  new  and  dispersed  settlements.  It 
would  be  infidelity  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  (odians 
having  received  their  arms,  ^c,  from  British 
agents,  and  .though  these  British  allies  l^aVis  got 
a  cheolc  in  the  late  engagement,  yet  it  also  has 
cost  U9  dear.  We  hare  no  ground  to  conclude 
that  the  danger  is  over;  reveuge  Is  the  predomi- 
nant passion  of  savages,, and  though  we  have  not 
such  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  British  in  the 
present  instance  exciting  the  Indians  to  war  and 
supplying  them  for  that  purpose,  as  wq  had  in 
1793,  ^hen  President  Wa8HINOton  received  a 
copy  of  Lord  Dorchester's  speech  to. the  Indian 
tribes  encouraging  them  to  war  against  our  set- 
tlements, and  promising  them  a  co-operation  of 
the  British  force — the  copy  of  which  gracious 
epeech  several  mvmbers  yet  in  Cpngress  saw  at 
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that  time  and  every  member  kas  heard  of  il — 
through  a  kind  Prorideoce  (hat  co*operation  waa 

Sreyenied  hv  the  .defeat  of  the  British  armies  in^ 
lUTope,  Tnodgh  we  have  not  at  present  such 
explicit  proofs  that  the  Indians  at  present  are 
actiDg  as.  British  allTes,  yet  we  hare  as  'nrach 
proof  as  the  nature  of  the  case  can  afford,  aftd  it 
would  be  very  unwise  if  we  did  not  ftct  accord- 
ingly*   '   •  -    *» 

From  the  abore  view  of  the  8u4)ject,  if  we  had 
no  othet  cause,  I  deduce  the,  expediency  of  in- 
creasiog  oiir  regular  force  agreeable  Xp  the  re- 
commendation 6f  Che  President  and  of  our  eovi- 
mitte^e.  I  think  more  has  h^en  said  about  taking 
Canada  than  was  necessary.  It  is  true,  that  dur- 
ing the  same  Indian  war  it  was  the  opinion  o( 
our  most  s^  politicians  that  we  never  could  be 
secure  against  Indian  war  till  We  bad' possession 
of  Canada,  and. by  that '^ means  have  it  in  our 
power  to  cut^oif  the  commiinication  between 
foreign  nations  and  the  Indiali^  on  our  ffontiers 
and  in  our  own  territory.  They  paid  (hat  neither 
our  revenue,  our  credit'  or  population  wooM  at 
that  time  jusrii^  the  attempt;  ,but  ^hat  wewere 
rapidly  inereasrag  in  ^opjulation  a^nd  aU.  other 
resources  while  the  natiobs  of  Burope  are  wast- 
ing tlfeir  o\fo  strength,  but  the  Ume'wasfast  ap^ 
preaching  when  we.  niust  repel  'national  insults 
or  surrender  otir  independencei  This  was  said 
particularly  with  tespect  to  the-  impressmeni  of 
our  seamen.  At  the  commencement  of  this  out- 
rage, never  commuted  by  any*  other  iiation  but 
Britain,  the  public-  mtnd  was  very  aensilily  affect- 
ed by  it,  bat  time  and  the  frequen(  repetition  of 
the  injury  seems  to  have  rendered  the  public 
ibelings  caMous;  This  pot  him  in  mind  of  what 
be  bad  sometimes  observed,  that  when  the  sav- 
ages scalped  a  fewfcraiilies  on  ih  4  frontier,  the 
whole  couati^  was  terribly  alarm.i^d,  but  that 
after  the  savage  butchery  had  "continued  and  er- 
tended  itself  for  some  time,  the  sensibility  seepied 
to  abate.  This  had  been  erjdenily  th«  (fffect'of 
the  continued  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  did  not  vote  for  a  respectable 
increase  of  our  regular  force  with  a  settfed  de- 
termination of  i;oin^  to war^  His  fixed  view  was 
to  prevent  war,  the  best  Tneana  fdr  doiUg  which, 
it  was  generally  admitted,  %^s  to  be  prepared  £i>r 
it ;  this  was  the  roost  effectual  means  of  deterring 
other  nalions  from  forcing  it  on  us,  or  ^oing  us 
unprovoked  injurv^  This  Was  not  the>  first  oeca- 
sioo  that  he  had  heard  threats  of  taking  Canada 
Ulked  of  on  that  floor,  he  thought  inrproperlyr 
We  were  now  called  to  make  provision  for  such 
a  force  as  would  enable  the  filsecntive  to'  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  country;  whether  it  woold 
become  exp^dient^to  defend  the  cotintry  b|r  ^^f- 
fensive  operations,  wasitot  the  present  qufstion  : 
what  was  now  proposed,  was  to  provide  suffireient 
means  of  defence.  Whether  it  l)ecaine.  expedi- 
ent to  conduct  Hhat  defence  by  ofiep si ve^ opera- 
tions, was' a  question  to  Oe  decided  afcer  the 
means  were  provided;  it  was  his  op?n ion  that 
this  provision  was  too  long  delayed. . 

If  it  is  aO  advantage  tott  nation  to  have  justi- 
fiable causes  of  war,  the' United  States  have  pos- 


sessed tNfff  sEdvantage  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  thh  present  <jk>vern men t,  and  even  before 
that  period.*  These  causes  with  Britain  hav« 
been  some^tbcs  relaxed,  and  sometimes  changed 
their  forms,  but  seem  now  to  ^  have  come,  to  a 
crisis.  '  The  impressment  of  our  seamen,  admit- 
ted by  all  to  be  a  jiMtifiable  cause  of  war,  has 
never  been  relin<^uisbed;- but' nutinerous  other 
causes  have  now  been  added.  -  Consul  ling  wbat 
weinoiight  expedient,  we  have  borne  a  testimony 
against  ibese  injuries  by  every  practicable  re- 
s^riciioii, ' short  of  hostility:  in  doing  tt^is,  we 
consulted  onr  ow/i  resources.  Since Ithe&e  causes 
of  war  commence  J  j  tar  population,  our  revenue, 
out  cred.it,  and  other  resources,  hay e  greatly  in- 
creased. The  question  now  js,  whether  they  are 
so  much  increased,  as  to  render  it  expedient  to 
provide  fot  our  own.  defence'-  By  offensive  op- 
erations, -if  neeessary.  His  own  opinion  was, 
that  we  wgre  in  >that  situation  that,  it  was  our 
duty,  to  make  such  proviiiion*  as  would  have  a 
tendency  to  prevent  war ;  Or,  if  war  was  neces- 
sary, would  insure  success ;  and  on  these  princi- 
ples he  would  vote  for  the  resolution. , 

Mn  RoBfiBTCj  observed  he  should  offer  no* apo- 
logy /for  rising  sq-  late 'in  •  this  discussion,  as  the 
short-time  for  wkich  he ^was  about  to  ask  auen- 
tion  would -not  justify  it.  Tbe,  eloquence  and 
taleate  wbieh.had  been  sO  abundantly  ^exhibited 
on  this  occasion,  would  not  admit  of  more  than^ 
concise  expression  of  )iU  opinion,  without  sub- 
jecting him  ju^tty,  \o  the  charge  of  presumption. . 
When  the  report  no%  under  coostdeQieion  came 
first  befpre  the  Hou^,  (  was,  said  he,  of  the  num- 
ber Of  those  who  were  dispdsed  to  decide  upon  it 
^i^oot  debate.  I  hive  frequently  been  In  the 
noinority^on  th^  question  of  'adjournment,  from  a 
wish  to  reach^  tlie-;i|uestion  on  the  resolutions. 
Under  these  impressions  Iconfesa- 1  viewed  the 
Challenge,  or-  rat&er  the  invitation,  given  by  Xhe 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (^^^  Grundy,)  "  to 
deb^  this  subject  now,  if  it' was  to  -be  debated 
at  all,''  mere  as  the  impulse  of  an 'ingenuous  midd, 
prefi^riog^,  on  all  occasions,  an  open  course,  than  ' 
th^  dictates  of  prudence  or  necessity*  Nor  was 
it  tilt  after  the  gentleman  £rom  North  Carolina 
(M^r.  MAcdif )  bad  fitvhed  apd  urged  disoussionr, 
tlial  I  became' disppsed  to  join  in  opinion  with 
them,  the  correctness  of  whiclr  the  debate  of  this 
day  has  very  mdch  streiigthened. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  report, -we  are  entering 
on  a  system  of  operations  of  the  utmost  national 
moment ;  the  effects  oT  which  the  \^isest  amongst, 
us  cannot  fuify  foresee,  and  on  which  we  have 
no  choice  but  to  act.  The  discussion  has  already 
elicited  opinions,  wJilch  it  is  well  to  kncAv exist; 
and  the- more  so,  since  some  of  them  admit  the 
holders  to  vote  for  the  report,  while  they  allow 
them  to  b6  adverse^  the  measures  which  are  ne- 
cessarily to  follow  it.  A  little  time  may  be  well 
spentin  comparing  seotimeats-in  this  stage  of  the. 
business,  as  it  may  be  conducive  to  celerity  of . 


*Tlie  British  retaining  the  western  posts,  and  the 
Spall^iaTdS'retsimng  part  of  our  territ^j  were  justifia* ' 
MS  oansef  of  war.  -     >      V 
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moYement  in  th«  8^(}ttel«  and  gire  mo^e  certain 
efieet  to  tbe  measures  wfiich  must  uhunateiy  be 
followed.  ...  .    \ 

Every  political  commuaitjr  must,  of  necessity, 
poss^ss  figbt«,  whicbic  may  eo joy  independently 
6(y  and  in  cOn)mon  tritb,  «very  otber.  -  One'  of 
tbose  rigbts  is  an  uncontrolled,  jiirisdiction  over 
its  own.  territory..  It  b^s  long  a^o  been  found 

•  necessary  for  nations  to  settle  by  eon  rent  ion  on 
tbe  great  scale  where  tbe  limits  of  territory  shall 
cease,  and  where  the  big b  seas  sball  commence. 
Tiiis  convention,  or  law,  ha's  determined  that  x^e 
ships  of  neutrals  shall  he  4i'pa/t  of  the'  tiational 
territory ;  ^  bng  as  they  tfre  ctfreful  to  piieserYe 
a  pacifiie  character ..  Through  the  intervention 
of  vessels  navigating  the  high  seas^ 'nations  in 
ftmitf  are  enabled  to  overcome  the  ivant  of  prox- 
imity, and  all  the  purpo^s  of  trade  and  chmpaer- 
ciai  intereourseimiy.  thereby  be  extended;  as  well 
lo  tl\e  inb^bitaius  of 'the  r^nmtest  eoxners'of  the. 
earth,  as  to  those  only  divided  by  a  ^ometficai 
line.    An-  attempt  to  interrupt  this  intercourse 

^  by  a  third  n^tion^  b  sa  serious -an' act  of  hpstility 
'  and  wrong,  as  not  only  ^always  to  justify,  but 'to 
demand,  resii^tance.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  ItANnoLra)  fa^ssaidithe.Qbvernmedt 
would 4)ot,' on  aformerpceaiBion.go  tew:aY,when 
4heir  trade,  which  consisted  in  carrying  the  pro* 
diice  of  one  foreign  .country  to-another,  wfts  an- 
DoyjSdand  cutiip;-  and  why  not.  he  says.-  be  pa* 
cine  now,  as  weU  as  then  ?  Wnile  I  agiree  that, 
our  national  rights  extend  to  both  aitke,, admit- 
ting, however,  every  Gkiv^nmeqt  tQ^mal^eber 
own  municipal  regulations,  I  must'  be  allowed  to 
ctmsider  onr.dhrect  Export  and  impiut  trade  touch 
better  woi^th  cofUendlng  for,  thah  what  has  be^a 
denominated  our  carrying  trade.  .  The  euhivatoirs 
and  owners  of  the.  soil  have  never  shovn  any 
disposition  ta.£ghfc  for.  the  bttc^r  trade ;  and  for  a 
very  plain  and  consistent* reason.  -  War  is  sure  to 
bring  on  its.train  of  evils  and  expense ;  and  where 
it  is  obvious  that  these  w41l  aniount  to  mor^  than 
the  loss  of  the  Exorcise  of  a  right  in  its  n attire  of 
but  transitory  useand  minor  int^eat,  9,  free  Y>€fo- 
ple  may  with  propriety  refuse  to  hazard  Uiem  for. 
Its  support.  It  is  not  for  such  a  people  to  wiir  for 
a  speculative  right  or  an  empty  nam^.  The  oar* 
rying  trade,  it  must- be  owned,  was  profitable  in 
exercise;  but  jt  was  a  profit  that  could  be  ^vcn 
up,  without  vKahprejudice  to  the  nfitlonat  inter- 
<ests.  Njpt  ^o  with  our  fair  export  trade.  To  yield 
tbis^' would  be  abtolnte  recoionization.  It  must 
not  only  affect  us,  in  the  great  resources  of  na« 
tional  strength;  but  it  must  break  tbe  spirit  of 
our  citizens,  and  make  them  infidel^  in  the  princi- 
ple of  self-government*  It  would^  at  the  same 
time,  add  means  and  facilities  to  the  aggressing 
nation  to  multiply  her  outrages.    0;ve  up. the  et- 

*  port  trade  to  Great  Britain,  find  you  will  next  be 
required  to  give  up- the  coasting  trade,  aiid  to  ad- 
mtt'her  navi£ation.act  to  as  complex  operation  in 

'  our  bays  and  haroors^as  it  how  has  round  the 
limited  shores  of  the  British  isles.  The  spirit  of 
comme)rcial  monopoly  sjie  has  so  pertfnacionsly 
n^anifested,  proves  that  her  ambition  craves  mote 
than  her  means  can  aspire  to.    The  wrongs  she 


has  long  beenand  stilt  is  cpmtniuing  towards 
these  States,  have  assumed  a  character,  that  im- 
periously calls  for  a  resistance,  made  by  all  for 
the  benefit  of  all. 

In  the  alternative  offered  in  the  non-imporu- 
tion  acts  for  the  restor&tion  of  friendly  iotercoorK 
with  Gi^eat  Britaifi  and  France,  they  have  ooly 
been  required,  |'to  cease  to  violate  odr  neutral 
rights"-rihey  are  no^  required,  as  a  preliminary  to 
amicable  remtions,  to  make  indemnity  for  past 
spoliations.  This  o^er,  tnoderate  lo  /anltiness, 
Britain  avoids  accepting,  and.  at  the  same  time  for- 
fwtsher.pliffhted  faith* to  the  Uoiied  Stales  to  keep 
pace' with  France  !n  relating  ber  aggressions,  on 
a onisera ble  equ i vocation .  After  so  patient  a  for- 
bearance ;  after-so  maby^  and-  so  great  sacrifices, 
ihade  to.a.void  a  resort  to 'war;  when  moderation 
has  uniformly  incited  injury ;  when  an  hostilitf , 
as  inveterate,  as  constant  and  Ibpgoontinuingt  can 
leave  little  hope  of  a'  chtlnge  pf  temper  on  tbe  part 
of  the  Briti^  Government,  it  is  surely  time  to 
prepare  to  makp  a  stronger  a ppeai'to. her  interesb. 
•  The  report;  itself,  and  tbe  disc  VBsion  arising  one 
of  it,  presents  different CDasideratJons  to'the  mind. 
Thfe  ExeciHive  Message,  has  delineated  the  pos- 
tut^  of  our  affairs  with  Britain^  and  has  marked  oat 
h  coarse  of  policy  adapted  to  them  with  much 
clearness.  From  the  mutual  explatietions  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Foreigd  delations. 
•It  appears*that  it  became  a  question,  whether  their 
report  should  opnform>  to  .the  M^bs^tge,  or  take  a 
''more  ad vahced  position .  It  ha^  been  made,  kow- 
ever,  Very  much  it^'cOafonoity^wlth  it^atfd  the 
members  of  the  committee  have  mo^y  givea 
their  opinions  on  ulterior  iheasures  witk  equal 
candor  and.' ability.  With  the  gentleman  fran 
Virgkia,  who 'spoke  last,  (\ir.  Nelsoji,)  I  am 
ready  to  vote^r  the  repoTi ;  but  by  this  vpie  I  do 
nor  pledge  pyseM'  further  thsin  fo  aet  as  futvre 
exigence  .m^v  justify. ,  An  attentive  perusal  of 
the.  Message  hut  impressed  my  mind  with  a  coa- 
vfeiion  that  it  i^tharesuitof  m^h  and  wise  delib- 
eration. It  is.strongly  marked  with  a  correct  and 
intimate  knowledke  of  this  s<abject. .  The  Coosti- 
tutfon  h^  ass^ned  it  es  a  dcTty  to  the  Sxecnttre  to 
superintend  th«  teternat  cdncems  of  the  Unioo. 
I  deem  it  particularly  forltUnate  that  that  officer. 
from  a  long  coneej^n  in  the  Government,  is  weil 
read  m-  the  history  of  our  disputes  with  Great 
Britainl  A  oomnMinicatioh  of  his  opinion,  in  tbe 
highly  ^responsible  sbape  it  fahs  come  before  this 
House/ justly  claims  for  it  great  and  high  regard. 

'*  By  beings  ready ,^'  says  the  Mdssa^e ;  ^lo  meet 
with  cordiality,  satisfaetory 'proofs  ot  a  change  of 
temper  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  .and  in  the 
mean  tim^  to  adapt  opr  ineasures  to  the  views 
which  htkvebeen  disclosed  ^hroug|i  their  Minis- 
ter/' we  ehatl  '^  best  consult  our  wnole  duty."  la 
pursuance  of  these  suggestions,  the  report  appears 
to  have-  been  made.  While  we  are  seriously  pre- 
paring to  ipeet  the  worst,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a 
RepuUtcan  people,  We  shall  hold  obrselves  readf 
by  this'  course  to  accept  an  honorable  and  safe 
accommodaLtioh  of  differences  to  the  last  mom^it. 
If  that  BCcomAiodation  does  not  take  place  before 
the  time  preparatioos  4trema!d6  fbr.-an  appeal  to 
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,  arms,  (of  whicLIconfesSjIharie  but  little  hopeis) 
^  I  shall  decide  tor  war,  as  promptly' as  any  oae, 
f     and  place  my  Toot  as  &r  as  ne  who  goes  farthest  j 

but  that  vote  shall  not  be  given  ta  subserve  any  local 

or  partial  interests.  Our  people  have  heretofore 
^  been  geoerally'  employed  in  growing  the  neeessar 
I  ries  and  raw  materials  for  the  comforts  of  lift;,  and 
,  exchanging  them' for  the  elegances^  luxuries,  and 
'     wealth  of  other  nations,  la  the  advantages  thence 

arising,  every  portijed  of  the  community  nave  hap- 
,  pily  partic^pa,tcd.  The  inhabitants  of.  tbe  mq^e 
I     rigorous  climates  of  the  East  and  North  haArb  been 

the  merchants  an4  navigators  for  those  of  the. 
'     milder  regions  of  the  South  and  Wesl.    This 


w  h? 
obstructions  derivecl^fropi  the  saqae  source/  A, 
change  ofatthude  with  this  change  of  tbinga  is 
called  for,  ana  his  call  is  made  under  circutoi- 
dances  that  Presents  iio.aUernative  but  a  vigorous 
preparation  tor  resi^itnce,oxjashas  been  ke^uemly 
observed  during  this  debate^  ^  uacooditional  s^h- 
mission."  .{ 

Far  b^  it  from  me,  to' wish,  lo  appear  to  view 
the  evils  , of  war  lightly — ^1  am  not,  however,  for 
conjuring,  up  pictureaof  them,  haweyer  great,  lo. 
deter  me  from  my  duty.  £!ven  a  firee  people^  whbse 
every  habit  jind  feelmg  incline  thim  to  peacie. 
must  sometimes  meet  war ;  and  When  the  unhappy ' 
necessity  occurs,  t\\eY  shonld  brprepared  to  tqeet  ^ 
it  with  an  unshaken  cpuntenai^ce.    That  the  peer- ' 
pie  of  the  United  State?  will  so  meet  it)  I  feel  the 
fullest  assurance.   .Neither  a  wish  to  avoid  exr 
pense  nor  t^e  just  fear  of  physical  and  moral  in* 
juty  can  possibly  induce  th^m  to  surreader'or  dis- 
si {late  the' rich  inhecitance  tliey  possess,  purchased 
with  the  blood  of  tHeir  fathers^ 

I  cannot  view  the  6/itish  possessions,  which  in 
case  of  a  war  are*  more  particularly  presented  to 
our  arttack,  as  necessairiiy  calcylaUd  tO/produc& 
the  consequences,  some  ge^t^emqn  aiiticipiat«»  .  If 
a  war  should  take  plaCe,  tbe  ^enbj^'s  qomdierc^ 
will  call  into  exercise  the  enterprise  anc^  inirie- 
pidity  of  our  citjzens;  not,  as  has  been  said,  i.n  the 
character  of  pirates,  lawless  4epredatorsand  bjuc* 
caneers  ;  but  as  men  engaged  ia  justifiable  repsi- 
sal  and  open  vi^arfarei  la  sueh  a  stata  of  ihingSf 
there  will  be  no  strOnj^r  motive  to  outcitizeiu  to 
combat  by  the  side  ofNapoleon's  warrior^  thiirat 
present  j  if  they  choose  to  expatriate  themselves, 
has  the  Government  power  to  prevent  it  3  I  be- 
lieve not.  Congress  will  hardly  add  legal  fapili- 
ties  to  such  a  wdjrfare — such  fears  can  liave,  no 
foundation.   . 

The  British  Colonies  on  this.  Continent,  in  a 
war  between  this  country  and  her,  must  also  be- 
come anjobject  of  attack  4o  us,.  No  gentleman 
has  expressed  A,  do\ltrt  of  our  ability  to*  make  a, 
conquest  of  them — but. they  pYes4^e  eyils  to  arise 
out  of  the  conquest.  Our  territory,  say  they, 
alrea'dy  too  hrg^x  by'feuch'a  measure  must  be 
greatly  increased,  and  the  integrality  of  this  Union 
endangered,  if  not  destroyed..  If  our  country  shall 
be  drawn  to  the  c.onc^uesl  of  .those. territories,  the 
disposition  of  them  is  njot.  a  question  to  be.  sevtled 


now  >  ihat  must  foUow.  theacquisition.  Bat  if  it 
were  to  be  settled  now,  I  do  not  think  it  v.ery  em<r 
barrassing. .  If  bv  annexing  them  to  the  Union^  h 
should.be  f^arej  tb^t  the  Federal' Government 
could  not.ei^brace  it,  let  them  become  an  inde*- 
penden'tand.  self-governed  nation,  with  whdm our 
amicable .. relations  wnuld  he  cemented  by  ties  of 
gratitude  on  Iheir  part ;  it  would  sorely  be  better 
than  tp.  have  them  governed  bv  the  slaves  of  all 
inimical  and  rival*  Power,  and  xepies  a  rj^eepta- 
cle  for  jspend thrifts  and-oqtlaws.-.  The  importance 
of  these  colonic  in  Great  jBritain  has, been  ques^ 
tioped ;  but  the^ e  is  nothing^  clearer,  ^an  that  they 
ar^  becoming  ^vary  dajr  of  more*  impottaace  to 
the  Toother  country  i  their  oonsequeiu^e  is  increaa* 
lug  in  the  ratio,  that  that  of  her  sugar,  oolpnies  is  . 
decreasing.         . 

I  cannot  with  seme  gentlemen  doubt  the^suffir  [ 
ciency  of  this  Governiveni.  .to  eoaduct  a  war>  ' 
However  congenial  a  state  of  peace  *may  be  to«  - 
*Repid)ir&,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea. 
must  have  haen  framed  with  a  vi^w  to  war  aa 
well  a2  peace:.  The  members  .of 'the  grand  cQkir 
venlion  had  almost  alLb^n.  active  chacacters  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  On  the'  si^ect  of  war 
they  were  certainly  more  (lian^inert  theorbts<. 
Honest  apprehensions. have,  too,  been  entertained 
rn  times  back  of  the  Governm^t  heins  too  strong ;, 
I  t.hink,  however,  that  we  may  look-  with  well 
'grounded  coafi^lence  for  complete  suffieienoy  in  it  y 
Without  .being  alarm^d  att^e  rtveise  of'  the  pici* 
ture. '  While  the  power  of.  declaring  war-  ia  vest* 
«d  in  Congress;' while  levies. and  supplies  are 
withjn  its  control;  while'a.check  on  the  appoint* 
ing  powers  is  vested  in  the  Senate,  and  a  periodi- 
cal termination  of  th^  President's  office  ej^ists ; 
the  Executive  arm^  though  sufficiently  untrani-r> 
melled  for  necessary.aad  useful  command^is  eifec* 
'  tua  11  y  paralyzed  as  to  the  exercise  of  power  to  af- 
fect, or, change  the  free- features  of  tn^  Govern- 
fluent;. unless  indeed  the  repreaentation  shpuld  be- 
eome  utterly  cortupti  an  even4  no  one  c(ko  balieve 
possible.  1  feel  tnuch  satisfaction  at  this  moment 
in  seeing  a  man  at  the  head  Of  the.  Goyernmeat 
who  had  a  conspicuous  concern  in  framing  'the 
Constitution,  and  whose'  official  duties  have  since' 
closely  connectigd  hiin  with, the  administration  of 
Government  under  it.  In  the /Message  oat  of 
which  the  report  before  you  has  sprung,  not  the 
slightest  doubt  is  discoverable  of  the  efficiency  of 
ouf  institutions  to  sustain  us  under  every  exigency 
that  may  overtake  .U3..  My  own  reflecuons  on 
this  subject  (and  thev  have  neither  been. light  iror 
transitory)  have  neither -serred  4o  alarm^  or  in- 
timidate. I  repo^  ^in  safety  on  the  saving  max- 
iip,  ^  .never  to  Jespair  of  the  Republic*" 

Mr.  McKfe.E.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  address 
|he  House  af  thU  late^our  of  The  debate,  with 
reluctance ',  but  the  irhporlance  of  the  questios  . 
mp'st  be  my  apology.  *        .  .      , 

.  Some  gen.tletnen,  in  felicitating;  themselves,  on 
account  of  the  temper  of  thejlouse.  evidenced 
by  the  determination  to  adopt  vigorous  measures  . 
against  England,  have  expressed  a  regret  that 
measures  of^  similar  character  %ski  not  been  re- 
sorted to 'long  since..    '•  ..        r 
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Ib  (hisseDHment  I  eaopot  agrees  la  revietring  rtb«ir4>rd«rs  or  decrees,  the  other  partf  .would  fol- 


past  times,  we  can  not  bat  perceire.  that  it  has 

.  Deen  the  desire  or  the  Government  to  avoid  being 
ioYoUed  10  the  war  with  which  Europe  has  been 
so  long  deedatedj  anci  by  deal! q^  oat*J4isUce  to 
the  bellig^er^nts,  respectively,  with  an  impartial 
hand,  to  preserve  oar  neotrality,  permitting'  our 
citizens  peacefully  to  pursue  their  private  avoca- 
tions, reaping  the  ri6h  harvest  arising  from  oor 
D^tral  jcommerce. 

This  was  certaioly  a'  wise  policy,  and  the  dis- 
tingiirshed  success  with  which  it  was  attended  is 
a  clear  evidence  of 'its  wisdom  and  propriety.. 
Why,  then,  should  it  be  condemned  ?  Hare  any 
people  ever  acquired  individual  wealth  wUh  so 

V  touch  rapidity  9  or  ^^^  ^^Y  been  more  happy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  donnstic  tranquillity,  than  the 
people  pi  ibe  United  States  ?  None.  The  wi^fa 
of  the  jate  and  the  present  Administrations,  was 
to  oontinne  this  state  of  happy  prosperity  as  long 
a^-it  was  jpracticftble,  by  making  acts  of  wrong 
and  vexation  of  ^a  minor  sort,  growrvg  out  of  the 
violence  of  the  timesj  the'subjeot  of  negotiation, 
rather  than  a  caiise  of  war.  And,  is  this  course 
of  policy  now  to  be  condemned,  and  regrets  eq- 
tered  up  that  we^have  not  been  at  War  years  agot 
At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Conflrress,  in 

.  December,  1809,  after  the  disavowal  of  Erskine's 
arrangiement,  when  our  relations  with  England 
assumed  a  laore  unfavorable  aspect  than  at  the 
close  of  the  Suramet  session,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations^  with  a. desire  to  preserve  our' 
neutrality,  presented  to  tl^e  Housp  ^  measure  usu- 
ally termed  Miico^'s  bill,  No.  1 ;  a  measure  which 
it  is  ndw  known  was  approved  by  the  Admiois- 
tratioD,  and  had  the  sanction  even  of  a  higher  au- 
thority, (if  such  therd.be.)  .This  measyrc  4vds' 
calculated  in  iH  operation  to  present  serious  diffir 
cUltiea  to' those  nations  by  whon^  the  rights  of 
our  neutral  flag  were  disregarded ;  and,  at  the 
same  time^  it  4eft  open  to  the  enterprise  of  our 
citizens,  those  chamiels  of  trade:*  not  included 
within  the  scope 'of  the  orders  apo  decrees  of  the 
belligerents',  as  they  then  stood  ;  a  commerce  as 
extensive  and  valui^bld  as  we  can  expect  to  enjoy 
in  times  of* general  peace*'  It  was,  nowever,  op-, 
posed,  and  successfully,  too,  by  war  speeches;  It 
fell,  and  by  its  fall  the  Administration  were  driven 
from  their  grouqd,  and  .the  hopes  of  tnaintaining 
mueh  longer  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States 
also  fell  witi)  it.  This  unfortunate  evbnt  was 
•occeeded'by  the  act  of  May,  1810.  By  (his  act, 
the  belligerents  were  invite^^  in  a  new  form,  to 
withdraw  theit  orders  and  decrees ;  promising,  on 
our  part,  is  case  either'of  them  should  accept  the, 

.  invitation  thus  given  to  both,io  put  in  force  the 
non-importation  sections  of  the  non-if)tercourse 
law  against  the  party  perse v^ing  in  their  orders 
■01*  decree^  for  three  months  after  their  adversary 
had  accepted  the  invitation  thus  given.  The  law 
of  May.  1810,  was  enacted  with  a  hope  that  the 
terms  tliereby  offered  to  the  belligerents,  respect- 
ively, would  indnce  the  one  or  the  other  to  ac- 

.  cept  them,  and  ^thdru>ir  their  orders  or  decrees. 

.And  an  expectatren  was^l^b  entertained^ that  if 
one  of  the  parcies  could  be  induced  to  rehnquish 


low  the  example^  and,  if  this  just  expectatioa 
should  be  met  oy  a  perseverance  of  either  of  tbe 
parties  in  their  orders  or  decrees,  after  their  ad- 
versary had  accepted  the  invitation  thas  given,  it 
would  te^t  the  sincerity  of  the  various  and  re* 
|)eat«d  declarations  made  by.  them,  respectively, 
that  their  orders  and  decrees,  afiecting  our  com- 
merce, were  reluctantly  issueil  in  their  own  jost 
defence.  ' 

Those  also  who  preferred  war  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  neutrality,  and  by  whom  Atacon's  bill 
was  rejected,  would  be  relieved  from  the  embar- 
rassment of  going  to  war  with  two.  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  in  the  world,  or  of  selecting 
whieh  of  the  two  should  be  made  opr  enemy,  at  a 
time  when  we  had  just  causex>f  war  against  both. 
The  fixed  and  determined  hostility  Of  one.  of  the 
pdrties  toward  the  United  States,  wonld  be  (as 
•It  certainly  now  is)  most  clearly  proved;  and 
thereby  our  measures  of  hostility  readered  the 
more  nec^^ary,  and  more  likely  to  receive  the 
-unanimous  approbation  of  the  America^  people. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  13.  ^hat  it  was  wise  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  as  long  as  possible,  mak- 
ing an  appeal  to  force  the  last.rehictanr  jeaort; 
and.inasmudi.  as  the  majority  of  Congress,  in 
X809,  revived  to  dbange  the  peaceful  chamcter  of 
this  «0|intry,  the  intervening  period  has  been  em- 
*plcgred  in  a  last  effort  to  ave/t  the  calamities  of 
war ;  the  result  of  which  lias  relieved  this  Gov- 
erinoent  from  any  liabiiftv  to  the  charge  of  par- 
*tialiiy  to  either  of  the  helfigerents,  by  compelling 
one  of  them;  by  their  own  act,  to  present  them- 
selves as  the  object  of  our  just  hostility. 

In  the  presept  state  of  our  relations  with  Eu- 
rope, it  ^eems  to  me  the  question  which  we  are 
summoned  id  decide,  is,  whether  we  shall  rep^ 
tbe  non-importatfon  law,  qr  adhere  to  it  as  a  sys- 
tem of  r^istapce  to  the  Orders  in  Council;  or 
whether  we  shall  riise  the  for6e  contemplated  by 
the  resolution^  on  your  taWe,swrth  the  intention 
of  using  It,  when  raised  against  Great  Bxiuin  1 
If  we  repeal  the  flon-importatipn  law.  in  parsa- 
ance  of  the  re<;foest,  dr  rather  the  mandate  of  His 
Britannic  Majeaijiy's. Minister  and  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  United  States,  without  subotitoting  war  or 
^ome  e<iuivalent  measure  of  resistance  to  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  we  shall  consecrate  the  moostroiu 
pretlsnsions  bf  the  British  Government* to  regulate 
our  foreign  tsade,  and  fashion  it  into  that  form 
which  best  suits,  her  views  a<id  interest.  Such  a 
odurse  wquld  be  unworthy  and  disgraceful,  and 
would  entitle  us  to  the  fndignant  contempt  of  all 
the  world, 4nd  cannca  be  pursued. 

An  adherence  to  the  non-importation  law  as  a 
measure  of  resistance  to,  the  Orders  in  Cooncil, 
appelirs  to  me  to.'be  no  better.  How  loAg  shall 
we  live  at  this  poor  ^ying  rate,  before  this  non- 
importation  law' will  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council?  .  Will  it  be  two jrears  or  twenty 
y^ars  ?  The  answer  is  in  the  bosom  of  faturity. 
But,  in  the  ipeantime,  our  prosperity  is  goae  ;  our 
resources  are  wasting ;  and  the  present  state  of 
things  h  sapping  the  foundations  of -our  political 
institutions  by  the  demoralization  of  the  people. 
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It  cannot  btf  denied  that  a- bounty  is  offered  to 
the  people  to  Tiolate  your  law ; 'a  bounty  that  ha^ 
been  accepted  by  man^,  and  will  be  accepted  by 
more  $'and  ihti»tbe^ 'Wicked  are  prosperous,  while 
the  gfood  man  turns  pal6.  Their  i>rosperYCy  will 
bare  an  injurious  and  demorliti^ng  effect  on' 
the  country,  tending  to  lessen  the'ide&l  endrmity 
of  the  vio^Uons  of  your  laws  by  the  frequency 
and  familiarity  of 'such  ac(»,  and  the  -CQnse- 
quen't  prosperity -attendant  thereon  }moralitytfnd 
patriotism,  wilt,  in  too  great  k  degree^  be  aban- 
doned- as  the  bad^s*  of  po?erty  >  and  wheneVer 
the  morality  and  patriotism  of  yoar  people  is  lost 
in  any  degree,  so  in  proportion  wUlypup  political 
institutions  be  rebdered  insecure. >  In  thre  meali- 
time  the  wishes,  the  viei?s.  and  eeidulatibns  •  of 
yopr  adveriiary:,  founded  on  thcfir  Orders  in.  Coun- 
cil, are  fulfilled.  •  •  .  .  ;  .  -v 
To  roe,  therefore,  war  with  ajl'it^  errlsig  th« 
preferable  course  calcuFat^d-  to  produce  the.  de-* 
sired  eYid,  If  attainahlie  at  all,  with  more  celerity, 
by  producing  a  stronger 'appeal' to  this  interestisot 
th«  British  do7ernment  to  do  us  justice.  .'It  has 
been  stated  by  the  gentlertitfti  from  Virginia,  who 
spoke  last,  (Afr. 'Ndl&on,)  that  l^e  is  willing  to* 
comply  with  the  Executive  recoipmendalion,  by 
voting  the  men;  out  he  seems  Unwilling  to  rote 
for  thB  employ mehf  oC^these  men  at  this  time. 

I  am  cepdpeiled  to '  understand'  the  C>lectitiTe 
recommendation,  hot  as  merely  confined  tp  the 
raising  the  men.  Ifut  to  extehd  to  the  employment 
of  the  mefi'  when-  raised,  for  ofi^eosive  purposes 
against  the  British  possessions  in  North  America. 
For  what  oth^r  purpose  c;ould'lheExec(iuvereo- 
omnteod  the  raising  df  iften  ?  Could  it  be  to  de- 
fend the^Quntry  from  invasion,- or' to  quell  instir- 
rection .?  Certainly  not ;  for  no  invasion  or  insur- 
rection is  apprehended.  If,  therefore^  the  mere 
raiatAg  the  f5rce.wi.lf  be  a. compliance  with  the 
Executive  recommendation,  as  the  gentleman 
seems  to  believe  it  will,  ydu  must  tbeh  accuse, 
the  Executive  of  wishing  to'  increase  their  own 
patronage,  Dy  creating  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
army  in  time  of  peace^'und  thereby  conjuri tag 
dowB  on*  themselves  the  united  cur&es  of  t^eir 
own  friends.  The  unifbrm  opinion  of  the  Exec 
Qtive  in  the  L'eeislatlire)  ais  T^eli  asr  in  the  Cabi-*' 
net,  is  a  perfect  reilitatfon  of  this  {dea  ^yet  yoCi 
musLattach  this  erroocious  inconsistency  to  the 
Executive,  <Pr  admit  that  his  recommendatictn  to^ 
raise  the^oree,  xtas  mbde  wjth  tlie  intention  of 
usfo^  the  force  as  soon  as  raised^,  in  ofi^nsivewar ; 
and  It  is  with  this  view  alone  th'Ht  we  can  b«  Jos^' 
tiffed  in  Yottog  for  the  resolutions  on  y'otir  tiible. 
Indeed,  sir,  m^  opinion  was,  and  still  is,  as  I  ex- 
pressed it  in  ihe  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
op  this  subject,  to  wil:  that  .the  better  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be,  first  to  Jay  an  embargo  on 
all  the  ships  and  Vessels  of  the  United  Slates  for 
a  limited  tiroe^  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  as  weU 
as  a  tiecessaty  preliminary  to  the  comm>»oceiaerit 
of  hostilities,  and  as  an  exposition  of  our  inten- 
tions to  this  nation  as  well  as  to^cHers.  • 

As  nty  remaik'sin  fhe  Committee  o1^  the  whole 
House  have'  been  liable  to  some  mJsapprebensioD^ 
I  now.be^lear.e  to  expl^n  them  to  tneHoa^e.  ' 


^  ,Wlien  the  first  five  resolutions  on  your  table 
shall  have  passed  this  House,  and  arrive  in  Eng- 
land, acc^ompanied  With  the  comme'Ataryon  them, 

.^iven  bytbe  Cc^nlittee  of  Foreign  KelMions, 
England  cannot  misnnderRtand  their  meaning. 
If,  then,  fingUod  determines  to  conciliate  this 
country  by  withdrawing  rheOrd^ra  in  6ouncii, 
the  nutter  will  end  very  well ;  but  if  she  deter* 
mines  to  permit  tts  xo  proceed  t*  liostiHty  With 
her,  is  it  Bt)t  probable  sHe  will  strike  the  first 
bl'ow'^by  sweeping  from  the  ocean  every  inch  of 
American  canvass?  What  security  have  yoa 
that  England  will  not  udope  such  a  course  ?  .  Do 
you  exnec^  she  will  be  deterred  from  it  by  the 

Sriniiipies  of  morality  or  her  ancient  usage  ?  Str^ 
Iritish  hiarory.  will  fOrni^h  you  with  caste  in 
point.  «At  ihfe  comiliencement  of  the  war^of 
1756,  long  before  airy  declaration  of  war  bad  . 
tnkea'  place  betweeq  France  and  Euffiand^  seer^ 
orders  were  given  by  the  English  Admiralty  to 
sw(tep  the  pcetfiiof  Frepch  commerce,  which  was 
executed  accordingly,'  and  Am^oan  cocn^merce 
.rosy  share  a  similar  fate. 

My  af^prehen^ions  On  this  stibject  are  strength- 
ened by^  reeucrenc^  to  the  origin  of  oui*  d^Psr-  ; 
ences  with  'England.  Out' of  what  did  they  ajrise  1  ' 
Principally  froih  the  great  prdsperity  of  American 
coAmerce.    Before  the  year  1807  the  English 
traders  were  met  in  al most  :every<port' and  harbor 
of  Ibeyorld  bythe  American^;  aad  the  Ameri-- 
cans  had  the  faculty  of  out-trading  tlm  English, 
raercbants ;  this  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  Eng^ 
l^sh,  to  whom  it  seemed  ^t^aog^,  that  American 
commer^and  tounage,  unprotected  as  it  was  by 
naval,  foroe,  should  be  second  on(y<t6  England, 
and  .arriving  fast  to  an  eqimlity,  both  in  amount 
and  value,  with  the'm,  who  Were  protected  by  one  . 
thousand  ships, of  wat.    The  object  of  the  Gov* 
ternment  of  Engtand,  se^s  to  xiie,  was  to  give  a 
preference  to  her  own  tfomm'es&e  byvcripplipg 
thtt  of  othei^;  and  if  such  were  andnowafe  her 
view«,  by  proceed ihg  as  we  do,  We  .furnish  tBe'- 
faiVest. opportunity  to  England  to  give  yotrr  com-' 
•  merce  a  blow  that  it' will  not  recover  from  in  half 
ii'eeatury.    By  resttaining your  merchants  within 
your  ports  and  hifrbors^  and  epablingnhem  lo 
briog  home  their  propurty  from'abroad^ you  would  • 
not  only  increase  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  • 
i^ar,'*bot,in  thcftneaiStime;  pfetyaratton^  Wonld be 
made  for  carr'yiog  it  on  with  more  effect  at  the  . 
outset.    Jris  not  to  betconc^led  that,  before  the 
coAomencement  of  hostilities;  you  musf  resort  to  ♦ 
an  embargo;  .no  commercial  nation  can,  wiijiout 
the  most  obv'iou's' absurdity,  gtr  to  war  with  a  na- 
val Power  without  first  laying'  an  embargo  for 
three  or  foui"  months.   And  when,  I  ask^  will  you 
proceed  to  Jay  your  embargo  ?  Certainly  it  ought 
to  be  very.,shorily,  if  you  expect  the  campaign  to 
open  next  Spring.  *  Such  a  course  would  have  a 
happy  efilect  on  your  reeruiting^ser^icej  ^o  malx, 
•thei>,  could  ejther  mistake  or  mistrust  your  views, 
and  the  best  po|>ulation  iu  your  country,  perceiv- 
ipg.lhjt  the  nation  was  about  to  eogagein  a  war, 
wberer  laurels  might  be  won,  would  flock |o  yciur 
standard.    .  . '    >  " 

.   But,  sir,  as  matters''  now  staad,  your  first  &vm 
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r;esoimioD9,  looking  to  war,  aod  the  sjjctfa  ra^^lu- 
tion,. calculated  ooTy  for  a  state  af  peace,  the  yeo- 
■niaDry  of  the^touDt^y  will  recpUect  th«  'fate  of 
the  a(m/*of  sax  thogsaod,  add  will  reJaoiantly 
engage  itk  your  service.  Ust  they,  too,  sh^ould  be 
eiaployed  in  aa  ig'no'ble  w^^rfare  agitiasi  the  ferns 
of  the  Mississippi  and- the  hosts  of  mosquiioes 
aod  galiinippers  with  which  th«y  iireiofested.'   ' 

This,  sir,  is  .my  Wew  of  the  sujbject ;  hot,  as  we 
all  appear  to  be  travelling  tp  oi^e  result,  and  only^. 
dififer  about  the'  route  which  would  be  most  ad- 
¥isablfj  and  gentlemen,  whose  superior. wisdom,' 
, talents,  and  ei^perienee,  I  am  bound  to  venerate,' 
differ  with  me  as.  to  the  mode  of  proceeding,. aod 
have  determined  not  to  .^o  with  ma,.  I  will  go 
with  them ;  at  th§  .same  tiine,  if  kuy  i^ccidenfr- 
should  happen,  I  shall  h^ve '  nptl^ing  tp'^iinsV^r 
for — my,  constituents  have  no  slup^  • 

Mr.  Stan ?prx>  said,  a$  the!  resoiuiioij  before  tUe 
House  contemplated  aa  addition.ai  %rmy.  and. 
frpfq  the  a^vowal  of  its  friends,'  involved  Ja  it  ^e 
question  of -pe&ce  orwar',  .h^  felt  the'  desire^to 
assign  thp  reasons  of  his  vote  upon,  so  importatu^ 
'  SI  9Ubj.^ct.  He  wi^  the. more  disp^d  tq  do  sp  as 
het  should  probably  ^nd  himsblf  in  a- very  small 
'.minority. upon  the  question.  He  was  ,not  flatter- 
ed,* he  said,  with  using  argHm^tita  which  would 
convioce  others;  but  for  himself  he  felt  their 
force  strong  chough  t«  flic  Jiis  mind  against  the 
measure.  If  h&/^erelto  vpte^he  said,  rpr,che* 
proposed  Army,  he  i^hould  vote,  incbn^fsteiuly 
with  all  lii^  former  opiniop^  and  principles  upoa 
the  su^jeot,.and  h,e  never  co^ld  think  of  acting  k 
part  ineon'^isteht  with  himse.lff  and  th^t  more 
especially,  when  all  his  experieni^  had  gone  to 
confirm  his  firit  impx^ssions,  his -honest,  preju-. 
dic^.  against  siaAding  armies;  .  Sudi  ^stablish-v 
'men ts  had  alway&pcov^d  the  banepf  free  Gov-. 
'  epiments,.  anjd  he  catild  not's^  how  wn.were'tP 
g^C  along  with  them,  and  remain,  as^^e  believed 
we  were,  the  freest  and  happiest  pepple  upoA 
earth.'     »    .^  .  .  •  >  .     *  ... 

.  But,  sir,  we  are  told  war  is  to  he  deglared  in 
certain  events,  and  that  the  army  proposed  is.  to 
.invade  and  take  the  Canals.  We  are. then  ia 
•pass  Out  of.  the  limits  of  the  United  Stiaies^and 
wage  a  war  of  the  foreign  offansiye  Icind !  If 
such  was  the  contemniated' .u^ .  of  this  army 
w^en'Taised,  he  was  still  the  i^oie  opposed  to -the 
measures  . Ilje  was  against  the  war  Us^lf,.and  the' 
policy  of  it,  and  .oould  by  ne^  means  yield  his ' 
vote  to^bring  ii  about.  'Thai  tliere  was  sufi^ient 
cause  of  war.  he  -was.  read^>to  acknowledge,  and. 
he  was  nof  disjpo?ed.  in'an'y  the  ie^st  degree,  to 
palliate  the  offences  of  Great  Britain,  ornha\  oi^ 
any.of.  the  other-  b,elligerents,  committed  on  the 
personsLand  prpperty  of  our  citizens.  All  of  them, 
had  deserved  wax^  at  our  ksCnds,  but  we  'hajd  at  no 
time  since  the  commencement  of  our  present 
Gavernpent  seen  it  our  ii\terest  or  policy  to  giVe 
into  it,  id  the  open* and. declared  form,  upt  that^of 
any  other  fopm,  except  that  of  a  ^u^.  chaifacler 
which  happened  under  Mr.  Adains's  admmjstra- 
tioR.  The  question  nev^r  had  been  whether. we 
had  qr  ha4  not  cause  of  war,  bar  whether  thje  tru& 
iq|^rest^f  theVuited  Stales  did  no(,iiQdQt,all  «ir-^ 


.cuixntanees,  call  alonj4  ufoo  Us  to.oherisb  peace, 
and  to  £void  war  'audits  eviUas  the  last  of  the 
aiternaxLves .  before  us  J  and  this,  syiid  Mr*  S.,'he 
Would  1^  abl^  to  show  was  the  Republican  ^loc- 
tiPine,  ^  weh  in  the  old  minority  tin^ea'  as  since 
'  that  minority  grew  into  a  majority.  . 

The;gentiiemKn  from  Tebnessee  (Mr,  GauNnv) 
b|td  made  a,  direct Vappe^l  .tq  the  Refuiblieaa 
party^  and  endeavojed  tp  raUy  and  unite  ^hem  ia 
this,  to  them  ge.  least,  new  doetrine*  of  war.  If 
the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  had  any  reference  to 
hin>)  he  would  ,btg  leave  to  deny  some  of  his 
positions.  He  had  hii^jelf  had  some  small  share 
to  apt  in;  the  political  scenes  of  |98-9,  and  he  was 
gla4  to.  find  frpm  the -gentleman's  dedaratioa 
that  he  had.^jqin^d  ia  the  5'clamQr",ortheday, 
tp  j^uU  down  the  then  ]^ederal*  Administration 
for  the  ,uidusLifiable  war  which  they  'had  -gene 
into  with.  Franee: :  Mr..  Sw  said  he  kaew  he  bad 
jpin.ed  .in  \v  most  heartily.'  He  believed  he  then 
adejjf  right  in  all  he'^did  tq  supersede  that  Ad- 
ministration, and  h^  stjlb  believed  h^  was  right, 
[irhebes^  interests  of  the  country  forbade  the  war, 
and  so  the-  people  deierxnihed,  wheA  ultimately 
(hiey.  came  to  decide  the  qjuie^tioli.  That  party 
thus  oQsied  by  ii^e  public  voice,  the  present  Re- 
publican miyorityr  wais  .brought  in  upon  their  own 
proiessions.of  .(etter  .principles^  ihe  love  of  peace 
knd  ect^HQmy.  B^t  new,  fprgetting  our  .ol4  pro- 
fessions unaer  a  f  rench  crisis,  we  had  raised  the 
crjr.  of^war  under  a  British  one«  and  nothing  short 
pf  it  was  to  savaour  hoq^.  &(r.  8.  declared  if 
there  was  any  difl^reace  In  the  causes  of  war  then 
kixd  now,  &e  thought  it  turned  most  decidedly  in 
favor  of  tfae  former  period^  sinCe  the  mhre  iniol- 
efable  outrage  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  had 
been  at  length  atoned  fpr.  What  were  Che  facu? 
P.renoh  decrees  existed  at  that  time  against  your 
rightful  comnler&e — h^  spoke  of  the-'arr^ttes  or 
decrees  of  the  Ffeueh  directory— these  had  the 
satne  practical  eflect.  on  bur  maritime  neuual 
n'ghis  that  th^  Bri(is&'  orders  have  now.  Freoch 
cruisers  waylaid  the  .mouths  of  your  harbors, 
ai)dicapturetl  your  vessels^  and  the  first  sacce^ 
ful  act  of  the  United  Stages  after  the  quasi-war 
<:pmn^eneed,  wa$>  the  taking  of  pne  of  these  eruis- 
ess  in  the  mpoth  of  on,e,of  our  harbors.  He 
begged  ieavelo  read  the  decree*  itself-^a  ad  there 
Were  ethers  -p^feed  abput  the.  same  time  not  less 
crbnoxious.,  •  .  ^     '..'"" 

'*  J^muaiy  13, 1798,  An.  l«^The  character  oCvesMis 
in.  what-  <oaccnift  their  'quf^ty,  as  neutral  or  enemy* 
shsll  he  decided  by  their  cargo  y  ia  oonseqn^cep  eveiy 
vessel  found*  ai  jk»^  laden,  in  whole 'or,  i^.  psrt»  with 
merchandise  conungfrojn  England D'r  her  ^ostfomoBM, 
shali be' declared  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  pro- 
j)ri?tor  of  their  productions  or'merchandise.** 

To  the  spoliations' committed  un^er  deci'ees  of 
this  kind,' which  they  have  always  refused  to 

Selribute  and  make  good,  they  added  a  further  In- 
ignity  to  the  nation  in  the  persons  of  its  Envoys. 
They  refused  to  receive  them  in  their.pharacter  as 
sqeh^  but  clandestinely  met  ^their'  subordinate 
ag^eats  to  intrigue  and  tamper  with  them  for 
bribes,  ail  J^for  a  considerable  time  withheld  the  ne- 
oessat^  passports  for  t|i€ir  return-home.  -Wrongs 
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and  indignities  like  these,  said  M'r.  S.,  the  Re- 
publican minority  of  '98-9  did  not  consider  of 
magnitude  enough  for  the  United  States  to  forego 
the  great  interests  of  peace,  and  give  into  the 
war;  which  was  then  made,  to  redress  them. 
How  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr,  Grun- 
dy) conld  avow  himself  the  advocate  of  peace 
doctrines  then,  and' those  of  war  now,  would  Ibe 
for  himself  to  reconcile.  He  felt  that  those  in 
terests.were  as  dmnipolefit  now  as  they,  were 
then. 

But,  sail]  Mr.  8.,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  j[Mr.  Calhouk)  tells  us  it  is  a  principle 
,of  honor  in  a  nation,  as  in  an  individual,  to  resist 
a  first  insult.  If  such.docfiine  is  to  be  admitted, 
when  should  we  have  had  a  moment's  peace? 
From  one  or  the  other  belligerents  of  Europe^ 
since,  their  late  war?  commenced,  we.  have  never 
been  without  just  complaints  asainst  them  for 
some  violation  of  bur  neutral  rights,  and  of  course 
mast  have  taken  an  early  share  in  their  wars. 
Th£  truth  is,  we  cannot  liken,  nor  will  the  simili- 
'  tilde  bold 'good  between- an  individuaPs  honor, 
or  his  sensibility  to  it,  and  that  of  a  nation^s.  A' 
single  impressment  or  capture  may  be  wefl  ad- 
mitted to  form  a  gi'ound  of  reprisal  and  war;  but 
we  should  have  been  a  ruined  eduntrylong  ere 
DOW,  if,  undec  the  existing  circumstance^  of  the 
world,  and  belligerent  Europe,  we  had  yielded  to 
this  quickness  of  sensibility,  and  had  gone  to  war 
for  a  first  and  single  instance  of  aggression  from 
either  of  the  belligerents.  The  same  gentleman 
argues  that  every.ihing  now  calls  upon  us  to 
make  a'  stand ;  that  there  was  no  danger  to  our 
liberties  in' a  standing  army  of  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  men,  and  that  all  admitted  there  Was 
justifiable  cause  of  war,  and  he  believed'  it  had 
DOW.  become  .necessary.  This  was  declaiming, 
Mr.  S.  sard,  very  handsdmelyupon  ihe  subject  of 
war,  he  would  agree;  and  he  very  v|rell  recollect- 
ed we  had  hearo  the  same'  doctrines  precisely, 
and  he  thought  he  might  be  permitted  to  say<)  a 
strain  of  declamation,  at  least  equally  handsome 
upon  the  same  subiect,  and  from  the  same  State, 
in  1798-9.*  Mr.  Su  contended  as  the  then  doc- 
trines of  war,  (and  it  must  be  admitted  the  causes 
of  it  were  so  alike  in  their  character,)  it  wm  fair 
to  expect  that  in  due  time  public  opinion  would 
cocae  to-be  the  same  in  both  ^ses. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  perceive  how 
the  present,  of  all  others,  had  became  the  necessa- 
ry and  accepted  time  for  War  with  Great  Britain. 
The  attack  on  the '  Chesapeake  frigate  had  been 
lately  atoned  for,  to  the  satisfiiction'of  our  Gk>v- 
ernment ;  and,  he  trusted,  had  not  been  so  done 
as  to  aggravate  the  crisis  of  affairs  between  the 
two  countries.  If  calculated  to  do  so,  our  Gov- 
ernment could  not  have  received  it.  The  im- 
pressment- of  our  seamen  was  a  just  complaint 
agrainst  the  British  Government;  but  it  commen* 
ced  under  the  Adininistration  of  Gen^rai  Wash- 
ington, and  no  one  would  say  he  was  less  sensi- 
ble to  national  honor  and  independence  than  our- 

*Thi8  allusion  is  supposed  to  be  to  Mr.'HAB»9y 
Uien  from  Sooth  Carolina. 
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selves..  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  that  caus^ 
of  complaint,  he  did  not  thiok  ita  cause  sufficient 
for  him  to  depart  from  the  neutral  ground  he  had 
assumed;  nor  was  the  annoyance  of  ouricom- 
merce  less  vexatious  in  his.  time  t^an  since.  In 
IJke  manner,  under  Mr.  Adams's  Administration, 
the  same  complaints  existed,  though  in  that  of 
the  latter,  not.  perhaps,  to  the  same  degree  ;  and, 
under  the  eigjit  years  of  Mr.  Jefierson's  Adminis- 
tration^  t^e  same  state  of  things  continued,  cer- 
tainly with  an  increased  degree'  of  violence,  to 
which  was  also  added  the  more.aggravaiiDg  in- 
sult upon  the  Chesapeake.  Mr.  Jeffer§on  had 
never  been  suspected  df  partiality  for  Great  Brit^ 
ein.  and  th^n.  indeed,  the'acccpted  time  had  come 
for  a  war  with  that  Government;  all  parties  were 
united,  andpledged  themselves  to  support  htm  in 
th)e  war.  T^e  pulse  of  the  nation  beat  high  for 
it.  Bui  he  felt,  because  he  knew,  that  peace  was 
the  best  interest  of  his  QOuntry,  and  forbore  to  call 
Congress  together.  He  had  always  admired  the 
man  ;  'but,  upon  that  occasion,  he  felt  more  than 
"a. sentiment  of  admiration,  toward  hiuu'  When, 
at  length,  wrongs  had  thusax:cumulated,  and  called 
for  some  system  of  counteraction  and  resistance, 
tilt'negotiation  could  be  farther  tried,  tfie  embargo 
was  resorted  to  in  preference  to  war;  and,  whei> 
that  w&s  done  away,  a  system  of  n on- intercourse 
was  subs'iitoted,  and  to  that  again- succeeded  the 
present  alternative  law  of  the  same  kimi ;  the  non- 
importation system  which  has  grown  out  of  this 
withjGreat  Britain  has  not  been  tried  one  whole 
year  yet.  If' gentlemen  will  have  it  that  this  is 
the  accepted  time  for  War,  how  has  it  happened 
that  we  have  not  had  it  belbre. '  Oor  Councils 
may  be  presumed  to  have  been  as  sensible  to  ag-^ 
gression,  and  as  patriotic  to  redress  it,  as  we  now 
are,  ,  ' 

He  would  beg  leav^e  to  turn  to  a  vote  of  this 
House  at  the  last  session  .of  the  tenth  Congress, 
when  Mr.  Jefferson  was  still  President.  The  em- 
bargo Was  about  to  be  repealed,  and  such  gentle- 
men as  felt  themselves  disappointed  in  its  effects, 
were  disposed  to  substitute  a -more  energetic  sys- 
tem than  that  of  non-intercourse,  and  proposed 
the  .following  amendment  to  the  bill  "and  to 

*  .cause  (meaning  the  President)  to  be  issued  under 
'  suitable .  pledges,  and  precautions,  letters  of 
'marque  and  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereaf- 
'  ter  continuing  in  force  its  unlawful  edicts  against 

*  the.commeccTe  of  the  United  States."  This  was 
considered,  as  indeed  it  was,  a  question  of  war, 
and  the  vote  stands  only  36  to  74.  The  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake  then  hung  over  us,  and  all  the 
circumstances  Under  which  we  found  ourselves 
called  more  imperiously  for  redress  than  they 
ever  had  done  before  or  since,  and  still  a  different 
view  of'what  was  the  true  interest  of  the  coun- 
try prevailed.  Again,  he  would  turn  to  the 
second  session  of  the  eleventh  Congress,  under 
the  present  Administration,  and  ^ill  we  shoul4 
find  that  a  large  majority  in  this  Hotfse  were  de- 
termined not  to  abandon  the  peace  of  the  nation. 
They  were  disposed  to  countervail  the  belligerent 
edicts,  by  commercial  restrictions,  and  to  adopt 
anything  in  that  way^  shoit  of  war;  bat  nothmg 
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which  should  endanger  the  peace  of  the  tQuntry. 
A  bill,  however,  was  iotroduced  *^  auchoriziQg  the 
'President  of  the  United  States  to  employ. the 
'  public  armed  vessels,  and  permitting  the  merr 
'  chant  vessels  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  Aineri- 
Vcan  commerce."  The  fate  of  this  ^eilsure  was 
similar  to  that  of  thje  preceding  Congfe9S,  and 
appears  to  have  been  negatived  by  a  vote  of  67 
to  47»  Tbis,  too,  was  at  a  time  when  we  were 
about  to  repeal  the  nonrintercourse  law,  w-hicb 
was  done,  an^  the  non-importation  system  substi- 
tuted ;  no  warlifa:e  substitute  coujd  be  curied  at 
any  of  these  periods :  apd/so  far,  it  has  not  ap- 
peared *to  have  been  the  accepted  time. for  WHtr, 
and  he  trusted  that  Ume  bad  not  yet  oome. 
.  If^  said  Mr.  S.,  the  proposed  war  was  to  be  of 
the  defensive  kind,  a  war.  whioh  had  become  ne- 
cessary to  defend  ourselves  at  home,  there  would 
be  no  hesitation  about  the  cost  or  difficuJiies  to 
be  encountered^  but  it  is  avowed  to  be  for  con- 
quest. We  are  to  take  the  Ganadas  to  insure  re- 
apect  to  our  maritime  rights.  ^That  we  should  be 
able  to  take  them,  he  would  not  pretend  to  doubt  r 
but  i(  would  probably  he  at  th^  ^ipense  oif  mucb 
blood  and  treasure,  and  still,  perhaps,*  without 
coming  ai\y  nearer  to  the  otgect  of  it,  that  of 
securing  resp^ot  to  those  tighta.  To  a  nation^ 
youngi  growfng,  and  prosperous,  as  we  were,  the 
burdens  and  expenses  of  a  foreign  war  was  no 
small  consideration  wiib  him.  In  1798, 1799,  it 
was  fashionable  to  count  iJie  cost,  and  look  at  the 
taxes  to  follow:  that  doctrine  now.  however,  was 
forgotten;  but  he  would  take  the  Uberty'to  read, 
before  he  sat  down,  a  passage  or  two  from  a  papa- 
phlet  of  Mr,  Nicholas's,  of  Virginia,  who  is  now 
no  more,  but  who  was  at.  that  time  considered  or- 
thodox in  all  the  Republican  doctrines  of  the  day. 

'*  In  a^  war  like  the  present;  (says  Mr.  Nicholas,) 
whidi  we  have  not  made  an  oflansiye  one,  everything 
of  this  kind  (speaking  of  .the  taxes)  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration^  although  it  would  l£»  improper  to 
do  so  if  our  country  was  really  attacked  by  a  foreign 
Power ;  because  we  ought  then  to  hazard  ^Tosythiirg 
rather  than  become  sabjecfts  to  any  foreign  Power." 

Ag^jn: 

"  If  the  lasting  preservation  of  the  honor,  liberty, 
and  independence  of  America  is;  our  real,  object,  we' 
should  certainly  avoid  war  dttrinff  the  infant' state  of 
our  country.  Such  premature  emrts  bring  oh  a  state 
of  imbecility  in  the  political  as  well  as  in  the  human 
body,  and  prevent  either  from  attaining  that  degree  Of 
strength  which  they  wonld  otherwise  certainly  arrive 
at  Twenty  years  more  of  peacd,  would  leave  Amer^ 
ica  fully  competent  to  defend  all  her  just  rights  against 
.any  nation.  Five  years  war  at  this  time,  would,  prob- 
ably, put  it  out  of  her  power  to  do  it  with  effect  for 
one  hundred  yea^  to  come." 

Mr.  S.  further  added,  that  as  the  United  States 
was  the  only  portion  of  the  civilized  world  which 
enjoyed  any  share  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  he 
had  trusted  the  present  state  of  Europe  would 
.  form  an  argument  better  than  any  he  could  use, 
and  IV  lesson  complete  against  our  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  their  unhappy  conflicts  and  wars. 

Bur,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S..  opposed  as  he 
was  to  the  idea  of  the  Uiiited  States  becoming 


one  of  the  belligerent  nations — to  the  linking  our 
destinies  with  those  of  the  Europeap  Powers;  to 
the  faxing  dny  share  in  their  present  conflicts,  if 
his  country  qnce  determined  upon  it,  he  would 
not  then  hesitate  to  vote  any  force,  or  other  means 
>to  bring  it  to  as  speedy  and  as  happy  an  issue  as 
possible  j  until  then  he  should  preserve  bis  own 
consistency;  and.  contribute  in  noway  to.  bring 
about  that  state  of  things  which)  he  believed, 
would  prove  most  ruinous  to  bis  country. 

Mr.  Kino. — Mr.'  Speaker,  I  abould  not  have 
troubled  this  House,  with  any.  relo'arks  of  mine, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  which  have 

I'ustf  fallen  from  my  colleague  from  ^orth  Caro- 
ina.  I  shall  not  attemj>tj m.  to  follow  that  gen-' 
llemah  in  the  history  which  he  has  given  of  the 
progress  of  "^party  in  this  country,  but  shall  con- 
tent my^eit  with  stating,  that,  in  our  sentiments, 
we  entirely'difi'er ;  his  is  (he  doctjrine  of  sObnils- 
sion^  yk%\  sir,  the  most  abject  submission ;  mine, 
1  trust,  is  not.  I  am  in  favor  of  ^he  resolution  now 
on  your  table.  I  am  aware; sir,  of  the  many  im- 
portant considerations  whic^.will  i^aiurally  sug- 
ffest  themselves' ta  the  mind  of  every  real  frieiul 
of  his  country,  when  be  views  the  consequences 
which  may  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure now  contemplated.  When,  sir,. the. habits  of 
a  nation,  ingrafted,  as  it  were,  in  its  very. nature, 
are  about  to  be  departed  from ;  when  the  desti- 
nies of  the  country  are  about  to  be  launched  on 
an  untried  ocean,  and  when  the  douht  is  about  to 
be  solved,  whether  our  l^epublicair  Government 
is*  alike  calculated  to  support  us  through  the  trials 
;and  difficulties  of  war,  attd  guide  us  in  safety 
down  the  gentle  current  of  peace,  I  aih  aware, 
sir,  that  we  should  pause  and  ponder,  wel)  the  sub- 
ject; that  we  should  divest  ourselves- of  those 
warm  fedings  which  most  generally  take  poises- 
sioovof  our  minds  on  viewing  the  unjust  prostra- 
tion of  the  rights  of  our  coubtry.>  '  Sir,  that  in- 
teiest  which  M  feel,*  in  common  with  others,  on 
the  decision  of  a  question  of  such  magnitude  and 
importance,  will,  I  trust,  induce  this  House  to  bear 
with  me  a  moment,  while,  in  a  few  words,  I  ex- 
plain the  motlyes  hy  which  I  am  actuated  in  giv- 
ing my  decided  approbatiqu  to  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration..  If,  sir,  I  were  merely  to 
turn  ipy  attention  to  (he  Ibcal  situation  of  that 
portion  of  the  country,  which  t  have  the  honor 
particularly  to  represent ;  its  extensive  and  ex- 
posed seacoia^ts,  combined  with  its  present  com- 
mercial advantages ;  T  should,  without  hesitation, 
give  my  vote  to  the  propt>sed  measure.  .But, sir, 
as  in  my  individual  capacity,  I  feel  at  ail  times 
willing  to  make  i^ot  only  pecuniary  sacrifices,  but 
to  expose  my  person  in  vindicatinff^ihe  rights  and 
interests  of  my  cooatrVy  in  my  Representative 
capacity,  I  will  undertake  to  say,  that  my  constit- 
uents will  do  no  less.  Sjr;  the  demon  Avarice, 
which  benumbs  every  warm  emotion  of  the  soul, 
has  not  yet  gained  the  ascendency,  in  the  South ; 
the  lave  of  country  animates  every  breast,  and 
burns  with  inextinguishable  ardor.  Sir,  they  feel 
in  common,  I  trust,,  with  a  great  majority  of  every 
portion  of  this  Union,  the  d^radation  of  our 
countryi  in  submiuing  for  a  moment  longer  to  the 


S17 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


618 


December,  181X. 


Foreign  ReUuioivi. 


H.ofR. 


disboaorable  ter ms  joroposf d  directly  or  indirect-, 
ly  by  the  .  British  GoverurneDt^  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
hold  it  (o  be  correct,  that,  ia  discussing  a  subject 
of  siueh  importaihce,  -a  view  of  the  various  mat- 
ters necessarily  connected  with  it,  will  not  be 
considered  irlrelevtint ;  but,,  sir,  I  will  not  weary 
the  patience  of  tliis  Hbuse  with  a  detail  of  inju- 
ries, unparalleled  in  the  history  of  former  times, 
wantonly  inflicted  ontt  nation  wLich  manifested 
to  the  wtiole  world  her  sincere  desire  to  support 
the  neutral  stand  which  had  be^n  taken  at  the 
eailiest  -peripd  of  bejr  Qovernnkent,  and  most  te- 
naciously adhered. to.  We'  have  carefully  avoid*, 
jed,  Mr.  Weaker,  any  participation  in  that  system 
of  politics,  which  has  convulsed  and  distracted 
the  JBuropean  world.  We  have  restricted  our- 
selves.ih  fhe  fuli  enjoyment  of  our  rights,  lest  by 
strictly  iepforcing  them,  w*  might  produce  a  col- 
lision with  any  nation,  however  little  her  conduct 
might  be  guided,  by  the  principles  of  equity.  Sir, 
we  have  borne  with  injury,  until,  in  the  langui^e 
of  your  committee,  ibrbea ranee  nas  ceased  td  be 
a  virtue.  We  have  remonstrated,  we  UaVe  ap- 
pealed to  the  justice,  to  the  interest^  of  the  xwo 
great  contending  Powers  of  Europe;  every  effort 
proved  ^bortive^  our  oalls  for  justice  were  drown- 
ed in  the  declarati4}n  that  their  measures  wj^re 
merely  retaliatory,  and  not  intended  to  iorterfere 
with  neutral  rights }  thus,  sir,  the  matter  rested,, 
when  specific  propositions  were  frubmitt^d  to 
each.  Yes,  sir,  l^y  an  act  which  has  placed  the  im- 
ps^rtiality  of  pur  country  beyond  the  reach.of  sqs- 

Eicion,  we  demanded  of  each  the*  revocation  of 
er  obnoxious  edicts^  as  the  only  means  t>f  pre- 
serving our  friendship.  We  all  know  what  has 
been  the  consequence :  prance  has  .met, our  ad- 
vances, has  embraced  our  propositions:  Great 
Britain. not  only  refuses  a  repeal  on  her  part.  but> 
while  she  affects  to  laqAent  the  effects  produced 
onnetitral  rights,  takes  the  most' effectual  meth- 
ods to'render  them  perpetual.  Sir,  blindness  and, 
ignoptrnce  itself  can  no  longer  be  deceived  by 
Britis)i  poliby. 

We  have  be^n  told,  sir,  that  this  will' be  a  War 
for  the  support  of  Ihe'carrying  trade;  let  me  hei'e 
reiliark^  and  I  i^ish  to  be  distinctly  iinderiXood,  as 
avowing  my  determination  never  to  gite  ajvote, 
80  long  as  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this 'floor, 
which  will  involve  ibis  country  in  a  war,  for  the 
recovery  or  support  of  this  extraneous  species  of 
,  commerce;  I  believe  I  shall  not.  be  incorrect. 
\vhen  r  assert,  th^t  nine-tenths  of  this  country 
never  did  and  never  will  derive  the  smallest^  ben- 
efit  from  it.  JBut,  sir,  the  right  to.  carry  in  our 
own  ahfps  the  produce  of  .our  own  country  to  any 
quarter,  not  thereby  vioUting  the  laws  of  nations, 
or  contravening  legitimate  municipal  regulations, 
is  one  which  I  never  will  yiejid;  for,  sir^in  doing 
80,  we  paralyze  the  industry  of  our.citizensj  we 
give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  best  interests  of  opr  coun- 
try. Yes,  sir,  we  yield  the  principle,  we  iQvit^  to 
further  encroachments.  Our  country,  sir,  is  ^gri- 
cultnral,  but  so  intimately  blended  with  com- 
merce, thai  the  one  cannot  long  exist  unaided  by. 
the  other.  Sir,  I  will  not  yield  an  inch  of  ground, 
whenj  by  «o, doling,  X  destroy  an  essential  right  of 


my  country — or  sap  the  foundation  of  that  inde- 
pendence cemented  by  the  blood  of  onr  fathers. 
We  w;eretold  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  a  few  days  since,  that  we  nave  suffi- 
cient cause  for  war.  I  ask  you,  then,  sir,  why  do 
we  hesitate  ?  Si^aU  we  always  yield  i  Shall  we 
always  sluiok  from  the  contest  /  The  adoption 
of  this  resolution  is  the  touchstone — by  it  we  rise 
or  fall.  .  We  have  been  asked,  Mr.  Spjeaker^  why 
not  lay  upon  your  table  a  proposition  to  go  to  war? 
It  is  theee,sir;  it  is  contained  in  this  resolution ; 
the  moment  we' give  it  our  sanction  we  declare 
oiir  fixed  resolve  to  render  effective  the  force  con- 
templatted  to  be  raUed.  Yes,  «ir;  unless  Qreat 
Britain  manifests  a  disposition  speedily  to  do  us 
ju^ice-^y  her  acts,  sir,  not  by  her.  words.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  vails  upon  .the  Kepre-- 
sentatives  of  the  seaooasts,  of  the  slavebolding 
States,  and,  aaks  if  they  are  willing  to  say  to  £!ng- 
latid  **  we  intend  'to  go 'to  war  with  you."  Dees 
the  gentleman  mean-.to  excite  out  rears  for  the 
loss  of  onr  property?  -  As  one  of  the  many  on 
this  ^oor  who  standin  the  situation  mentioned  by 
that  gentleman,  I  step  forth  to  declare  for  myself 
and  my  constitoents,  that,  when  toss  of  national 
honor  is  placed  in  the  8eaie,^apd  attempted  to  be 
balanced  by  peeilniary  interest,  we  will,  without 
hesitation^  kick  the  beam.  But,,  air,  we  are  now 
contending  for  the  rest6ration  of  our  rights,  the 
deprivation  of  which  strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tions'of^our  prosperity.  ,  Sir,  to  us',  it  matters 
little  whether  our  cities  tumbl?  into.ruln  by  deser- 
tion for  want  of  employment,  by  poverty  produc- 
ed by  British  wrongs  and  aggres8.ion,-or,  in  vindi- 
cating the  cause  of  our  country,  fall  by  a  quicker 
.process.  Sir,Hl  have  no  fear  of  invasion,*  and, 
therefore,  have  no  fears  arising  from  the  black 
population^  which  strikes,  with  so  much  horror  on 
the  sensitive' mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, for  my  country,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  lament  its 
existence ',  I  view  il  a?  the  bane',  the  curse  of  the 
Jand,.and  most  sincerely,  sir,  do  I  wish  that  a  sec- 
ond Moses  could  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead 
them  in  safety  to.a  distant  land,  where  their  criies 
would  never  more  strike  on  the  ear  of  sympathy. 
For  one.  sir,  I  promise,  I  would  not  expose  my- 
self to  the  waves  of  the  s^a.  We  are  told,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  we  stand  'pledged  to  France,  that 
we  must  become  a  party  with  her  in  this  war. 
Sir.  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  ftom  Virginia  to 
n^ake  the  assertion  good,  to  fix  the  imputation 
upon  the  Executive  or  Upon  this  House.  Sir.  my 
pledge  is  to  my  country,  to  this  very  land ;  nere, 
and  here  alone,  the  warm  affections  of  my  heart 
iind  a  point  around  wjiich  to  rally*  To  all  other 
Governments,  I  am  perfectly  indifferent — I  am  no 
Frenchman,  I  am  no  Englishman. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a  war 
of  aggrandizement,  a^  war  of  conquest.  I  am  as 
little  disposed  to  extend  the  territory  asi  any  other 
individual  of  this  House.  I  know  that  dissimilar 
interests  must  and  will  prevail  from  a  too  great' 
extension  of  our  dominion.  But,  sir.  we  will  not 
here  enter  into  a  discussion,  whether  an  accession 
of  country  would  or  would  not  conduce  to  the 
interests  of  the'Qovernment.    Sir,  this  will  bea 
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war  forced  upon  ns;  we  caoYiot,  under  existing 
circumsiances)  avoid  it.  To  wound  our  enemy 
in  the  most  vulnerable  part  should  only*  be  consid- 
ered. Sir,  I  trust,  if  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain  are  noi  speedily  adjusted,  (of  which,  in-^ 
deed^  I  have  no  expe<itation,)  we  shall  take  Cae- 
ada.  Yes,  sir,  ^by  force;  by  valor;  not  by  seduc- 
tion, as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  expresses  it. 
I  have  nOreliance  on  their  friendship — I  hope' it. 
wiir  not  be  calculated  on.  Sir,  I  am  not  deterred 
frofti  the  firm  ptirposes  of  my  mind,- by  the  predic- 
tions of  the  gentleman  f^om  Virginia.  I  have  no 
fears,  sir.  that  the  people  of  our  country,  will  de- 
sert their  Governmeut  while  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  country ;  and  i  must  be[ievd,  that  gen  tU- 
man's  assertion,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
that  Virginia  will  not  be  the  last  to  kfford- sup- 
plies* •  We  are  told,  sir,  that  Republicatis  are  in- 
consistent ;  that,  in  1798,  they  refused  to  raise  an 
army,  although  General  Washington  would  be 
at  their  head;  and  that  we  then  had  sufficient 
cause  to  go  to  war  with  the  Directory  of  France. 
For  myself,  sir,  I  was  at  that  period  conning  the 
lessons  of  childhood.  I  will  m^t  n^w  undertake 
to  say,  whether,  at  that  time,  there  was  or  was 
not  cause  for  war,  as  has  been  declared.  To  toe 
it  matters  not.  .  Sir,  I  am  just-cornmencing  my 
political  career ;  I  am  consistent ;  I  find  my  coun- 
try degraded  by  insults  unrevenged;  almost  ruin- 
ea  by  her  efibrts  to  preserve  friendship  with  na- 
tions who  feel  power  and  forget  .right)  and,  al- 
though 1  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  having 
large  standing  armies  in  our  country,  yet,  ,sirj 
under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  justinable  in  dei- 
parting  from  the  general  principle.  Washington 
is  no  more?  Yes,  sir,  the  Father  of  his  Country 
can  no  longer  wield  its  destinies.  But  I  trust 
there  are  men,  (without  resorting  to  acquitted 
felons,)  Mr.  Speaker,  on  whom  the  confidence  of 
this  nation  might  in/safety  repose ;  men  whose 
military  skill  would  be  fully  adequate  to  every 
emergency ;  men  who,  actuated  by  that  patriotic 
love  of  country,  not  uncommon  in  the  annals  of 
this  nation,  would  fight  our  battles,  redeem  the 
national -spirit,  and,  when  nations  had  returned  to 
a  sense  of  justice,  and  xeparation  had  been  made- 
for  the  wrongs  wantonly  inflicted  on  us,  would, 
without  hesitation,  resign  their  authority  into  the 
hands  of  the  Government  from  whence  it  ema- 
nated. We  have  been  told.  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
Oreat.Britaih  is. fighting  the  bailies  of  the  world  ; 
that  we  are  protected  by  that  nation  "  who  rides 
on  the  mountain  wave^  whose  home  is  on  the 
deep-."  Sir,  for  myself,  I  disclaim  her  protection 
—protected  in  what,  sir  ?  In  our  pVoperty  ?  Noj' 
it  is  a  notorious  fkct  that  we  are  plundered  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world — on  our  coasts — even 
in  the  very  mouths  of  our  haVbors.  Are  we  pro- 
tected in  our  liberties  ?  Let  the  voice  of  our  im- 
pressed seamen,  torn  from  their  homes,  their 
wives,  their  families,  speak  their  protection  !  Let 
the  cries  of  their  miserable  offspring,  deprived  of 
their  protectot,  their  fifiend,  thefr  father,  declare 
their  protection.  But,  «ir,  I  ha vedone.  I  am  un- 
willing to  cast  a  censure  on  the  Government  of 
Uny  niitive  country ;  but  I  put  it  to  thi?  House;  I 


pbt  it  to  the  nation — was  ifbrave  ?  ^  Was  it  xon- 
sisient  with  that  injiependence  we  profess  to 
mBiotaiD,-to  submit  without  a  struggle  ■  to  tli at 
annihilation  of  the  liberties  of  those  hardy  sons  of 
their  tjoonlry,  seeking  their  s.ubsistence  on  the  wa- 
tery element,  that  common 'highway  of  nations? 
Sir,  they  are  our  brDihcrsj  they  are  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges^  to  the  same  prote'ction.  Tet  the 
gentlen^an  from  Virginia 'feels  no  sympalhizinor 
emotiona  of  soul,  on  calling  to  naind  the  hard- 
shrps  they  endure.  Yet,  sir,  he  declares  to  ii»  that 
should  he  be  convinced  that  Great  Britain  has 
either  directly  or  indirectly  spilled  ihe  blood  of 
ouir  citizens,  he  would  hesitate  no  longer,  .he 
would  march  to  Canada.  Let  him,  sir,  tarn  his 
eyes  to  those  floating  mansions,  he  will  there  be*' 
hold  the  blood  of  dur  (ritizens — brave,  honeet,  in-' 
dustrious  citizens — streaping  in  torrents,  shed  by 
the  hands  of  their  brothers,  .th'eir  friends.  We 
have  been  told,  sir,  that  Great  Britain  never  will 
relinquish  her  right,  (for  such  they  affeet  to  call 
it ;)  for  one,  sir,  I  never  ■  will  submit  to  it.  I  had 
rather  that,  fast-anchored  isle,  that  protector  of 
the  libferties  of  the  world,  should  be. swept  from 
the  catfldogue  of  nations  than  submit  that  one 
American— one  natifral-bbrp  citizen— ^hpuld,  at 
her  will,  be  torn  from  his  family,  bis  country,  and 
kept  in  a  state  of  ihjs  most,  hotrid 'slavery.  Sir,, 
this  will  not  be  a  war  of- conquest.  It  will  be  a 
struggle  for  existence,  (am  sorry  f  have  detain* 
ed  the  Houae-for  a  moment;  I  perfectly  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from"  Georgia  (Mr;  Troup) 
that  we  should  put  an  end  to  debate.  I  have 
been  drawn  into  ihese  remarks  by  whakt  fell  from 
my  colleague/  I  again  repeat',  that  hi^s-doctrine  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  submissioa.  Sir,  I  de- 
nounce the  pjrinciple.  . 

Mr.-  Boyd. — Mr.  "Speaker,  I  should  not  bfive 
risen,  on  the  present  occasion,  had  cot  the  honor- 
able  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  requested 
all  those  that  did  not  intend  -to  vote  for  such 
ulterior  measures  as'  they  might  hereafter  find 
necessary  to  bring  forward,  would  not  vpte  for 
the  present  resolutions,  as  tl^ey  were  a  part  of  a 
svstem  that  mig[^ht  eventuate-in  war,  4t^  From 
(nose  observations,,!  feel  ntyself,  and  those  that 
!  ia,part  have  the  hpnor  to  represent,  ealied  on 
to  say  how  far  I  m\l  go,  and  how  for  I  will  not 

fo.  Sir,  when  we  talk  about  war,  we  ought  to 
now  for  what  we  are  going  to  wage  it,  and  to 
see  that  the  means  ^are  eomlnensurat^to  ^he  end.. 
Let  it  not  be  thought  by  this  that  I'have  any  apo- 
logytd  make  for  Ch'eat  Britain^  or  her  manifold 
Wfongs. .  I  have  none.  I  say,  perish  the  heart, 
the  head,  and  the  tongue,  that  will  attempt  her 
justification  or  apology  1  No,  sir,  they  are  a  nation^ 
of  pirates,  and  have  committed  many  wrongs  on 
us ;  and  it  hecomes>us  to  look  for  our  remedy,  and 
how  it  is  to  be  obtained.  We  are  told  that  these 
resolutions  are  a  part  of  a  war*  measure.  I  do 
not  receive  them  as  such,  but  as  preparatory  to 
what  may  happen  or  become  necessaryf.  But,  for 
argument  sake,  suppose  it  so,  and  that  we  dre  to 
have  war — your  army  raised,  and  ready  to  march 
to  the  C^nadas ;  with  how  many  are  .yov  going 
to  take  them?    In  my  opinion,  not  less  than  fifty 
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thousand  m^ii  will  be  required.  Sappose  the  Bag- 
lish  should  be  driven  out  of  Bpain  and  Portugal, 
(which  aiay't)y  this  time  be  the  case,  or  it  m^ay 
soon  be -so,)  whatupmber  of  trjoops  can  she  sena 
toteinforce  her  possessions  and  meet  you?  .  But/ 
say  some  gentlemen,  American  blood  has  been 
spilt,  and  we  must  avenge  it.  How  is  that  to  be 
done  ?  For  gallops  will  you  spill  t<?rrent8 ;  or  am 
I  to  understand  that  we  shall  have  war  without 
bloodshed?  Sir,  let  those  that  think  so  turn  their 
attention  to  the  Revolutionary  war— the  Sugar- 
hoosiB  in  Netv  York,  the  Prevost,  the  Prison-ship, 
the  Wallabout,  Foct  Washington,  White  Plains. 
Princeton,  Trenton,  Monmouth,  Brandywinej 
Guilford,  and  many  other  places.  New  Jersey  has 
had  her  full  share  of  the  fighting — other  States 
the  beneSt;  and  if  we.  have  t^ar  agaiii,/we  shall 
have  pUr  share  of  fighting — others  the  loaves  and 
fishesir  But,  sir,  I  will  .bet  complafn :  we  obtained 
ouf  liberty,  and  I  am  willinfi^  to  support  it  in  the 
.best  possible  ni^iiner.  But  here  another  question 
arises.  Yo.u  go  to  war  for  the  ri^ht  to  export 
our  surplus  produce — tobaccd,  cotton,  flour,  with 
many  other  articles*  Let  me  ask,, what  will  be 
your  export  while  that  war  continues ?  Will  you 
liave  anv  ?  }  think  not.  But  I  wUl  suppose  that 
you  could  export  without  interruption  j  would  the 
whole pf  the  exportable  produce  pay  for  the' war 
duriog  the  continuance -of  it?  .  No,  it  would  pot. 
Sir,  it  woaid  take  less  money  from  the  Govern- 
raent  to  pay  for  it,  and  make  a  Bre  of  it.  Nearly 
thirty  years' have  elapsed  since  the  Revolutiopary 
war,  and  that  War  not  half  paid  for#  Is  not  the 
wat-YForn  soldier  calling  on  ^s  every  day, with  his 
demands?  Yoaare  about  to  draia  your  Treas- 
ury, bprrow  money,  enlarge  your,  pension^  list, 
build  additional  hospitals,' increase  otir  national 
debt,  not  to  be  extinguished-  or  paid  off,  bpt  to  be 
«  lasting  burden  on  the  people.  But,  s»y  the  hen^ 
orable  committee,  dur  honor  requires  it.  It  is 
well ;  I  honor  th^  spirit  and  magnanimity  of  the 

.  committee^  and  have  no  doubt  of  their  courage 
and  .zeal  for  ouir  country's  rights.'  But,  sir^-you 

'  lUast  take  young  ipen  for  actfon-^ol^  men  for 
counsel.  It  is  an  easy  matter  tp  go  to  law  pr  war, 
but  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  get  out  of  it.  The  gen- 
tleman  from  Maryland.,  (Mr.  Wriqbt,)  in  defend- 
ing the  character  of  the  soldier,  ha>  given  us  a 
quotation,  viz; 

'''Honor  ahd  shame  fnnn  no  condition  rise, 
"  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

I  will  give  him  aiiother,  from  th^  same  author- 
ity, viz:  '    /  . 

«,*  A  wit's  a  feather,  a  chiefs  a  rod;*  . 

*'  An  honest  loan's  the  noblest  work  of  Ged.*\ 

But,  apart  from  thiis,  Irt  os  suppose  war,  and 
admit  that  it  will  be  successful,  so  far  as  proposed 
— the  Britishr  driven  from  theCanadas  and  Hali- 
fax, and  their  trade  intercepted  for  years  to  an 
extensive  amount — what  then  has  she  to  hope  or 
fear  from  us?  Nothing.  Will  slie  then  respect 
ourVights?  Jio.  Butl  will  suppose  that  we  force 
her  to  a  treaty  of  amity  and  .cQmmerce,'acknOwl- 
*  Witness  Bonaparte. 


edging  our  rights  to  the  utmost,  of  our  wishes ; 
how  long  will  shekeep  it?  Not  an  hour  longer 
than  suits  her  convenience  or  interest  There 
is  no  trust  to  be  put  in  her  compacts.  Witness 
Erskioe's  arrangement,  t  say,  keep  on  y^our  re- 
strictions; keep  the  country  in  peace,  if  possible, 
under  all  your  privations,  and  they  are  many. 
Has  not  our  country  increased  in  wealth  and  ppp- 
ulation^  in  a  superior  degree  to  any  country  pa 
earth  ?  Arje  we  not  at  this  moment  in  the  eiyoy- 
ment  of  peace  and  plenty  at  home — every  maa 
under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  none  to  make 
him  afriiid — with  complete  projection  for  person 
and  property.?  Yes^  But  our  merchants  must  be 
protected— they  have  a  right  to  our  protection, 
say.  s^me^t  is  the  merchant  that  gives  life  and 
spring  to  agriculture.-  I  deny  it.  It  is  the  planter 
— the  cultivator^-that  is  the  foundation  on  which 
every  other  branch  of  ^ur- associated  population 
depends;  and  it  Is  the  surplus  of  his  productions 
that  makes  the  merchant,  and  his  profits  that  make 
th6  banks.  You  have  made  many  laws  for  their 
protection ;  they  have  disobeyed  them  all,  and  will 
disobey  them.  {lave  they  not  tpld  you,  continue 
ally,'(o  let  them  alone ;  that  they  kpew  their  own 
business  best?  Sir,  before  I  would  engage  ii^  a 
war,  to  which  I  could  no^see  a  prospect  of  a  favor- 
able issue,  r  would  let  them  alone.  Sir,  the  Pre- 
sident i?  made,  by  the  Constitution,  the  treaty- 
making  power;- he  is  also  to  give  us  the  'State  of 
the  Union.  He  is  the  ^z^cutive.  He  has  given 
us.  the  state  of  the  Un'ipn,  and  made  his  requisi- 
tiona;  and  if  I  give  him  wi^t  he  tesks,  I  give  him 
enoog'h ;  and  that  I  am  willing  to  give,  and  more, 
when  h€  shall  require  it.'  But  I  am  not  to  be  forcea 
furthet  yet.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  honorable 
committee  has  a  mind- to  (rtdeontze'us — rejecting 
th^  fearful  an^  faint-hearted.  Will  they  prove  as 
by  the  itaUn,  and  reject  all  such  as  wju  not  lap 
as  tKe  dog  U^p^th  ?  J*or,  sir,  they  have  told  us 
that  all  that  did  not  intjend  to  vote  for  such  ulte- 
rior m^sares  as  they  might  have  occasion  here- 
after to  bring  forwird,  ought  not  to  vote'  for  the 
resolOtions.  Now',  sir^  it  remains  for  me  to  tell 
them  and  the  House,  that  I  will  not  leave  the  ranks 
of  my  country.  X  will  vote  for  the  resolutions, 
and  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  hereafter  as 
the  nature  of  tne  case  may  require,  and  my  con- 
science shall  direct.  I  have  no  more  to  say  at 
this  time.    - 

,  Mr.  Lacock  spoke  In  favor  of  the  report. 

Two  or  three  linauccesaful  motions  were  made 
to  adjourn.' 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  his'  intention  to  'make 
some  further  remarks  against  the  Report,  which 
might  oc'cdpy  two  or  three  hours  of  the  time  of 
the  Honse.  He  then  renewed  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ \  which  was  carried ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journ^ to  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  December  16. 
The  SPEAKEB.laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Cowles  Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,.enclosing 
the  copy  of  a  presentment  against  Harry  Toalmin» 
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Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  for  the  Washington 
district,  in  said  Territory,  made  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Baldwin  county ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  of  Return 
J.  Meigs,  and  other:^,  wkness^es  against  Aaron' 
Burr,  presented  the  ninth  of  November,  ld07,  was 
referred  to  (he  committee  appointed  the  twentieth 
ultimo,  to  provide  compensation  for  witnesses  in 
criminal  prosecutions  depending  in  courts  of  the 
United^iStatesr. 

Mr.  FiwDLEY  presented  petitions  of  several 
Christian  denominations  residing  in  the  Western 
parts  of  the'  United  States;  praying,  that  mails 
may  not  be  carried,  affd  that  post  omces  may  not 
be  opened  on  Sundays. — Referred  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General.  *  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  provision  ought  to  be  made,  to 
prevent  the  sale  or  land,' at  private  sale,  (in  ca^e 
of  reversion)  for  a  less  prfce  than  the  land  had 
been  sold  for  at  the  publici  sales :  a-nd  that  they 
have  leave  too-eport  by  billj  or  otherw'ise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  theBenate  have  passed  al)ill  "for  complet- 
ing existing  Military  Establishments;"  to  wuich 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

.  MUNITIONS  0?  WAR.' 

Mr«  Setrert,  from-  the  committee  appofnted 
on  that  pan  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  manufacture  of  cannon  ai^d  small 
anns,  and  th«  providing  mujoitions  of  war^  made 
a  detailed  report  thereon  ;'Whith  was  read. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  waa  referred  ^so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  manttfaetore 
of  cannon  and  small  arms  and  the  providing  monitionW 
of  war,"  after  having,  aicCording  to  order,  considered 
the  seTeral  subjects  submitted,  beg  leave  to  report^  in 
part:  ^ 

That  it  is,  at  all  times,  expedient  for  a  nation  to  be 
supplied  Willi  an  ample  stock  of  oil  mch  articles  and 
materials  as  are  requisite  for  defensive  or  qflensive  op- 
erations. Such  provisions  will  make  its  citiaK^ns  con- 
fident at  home,  whilst  they,  at  the  same  time,  guaran- 
tee respect  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations.  No  one,  H  is 
presumed,  will  deny  that  an  extensive  supply  of  the  im- 
plements of  war  is  preferable  to  the  amonritx>f  their  cost 
lying  buried  in  the  vaults  ofthe  Treasury,  more  especially 
when  it  ito  considered,  that  on  occasions  of  the  first  im- 
portance they  are  indbpensably  necessary,  and  that  ^or 
the  greater  part  they  are  imperifrhable  from  their  nature. 
The  proposition  just  laid  down  will  appear  evident, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  least  nimor  of  a  war  will 
immediately,  add  to  the  value  of  such  articles,  very 
generally,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  pert*entuin ;  uay, 
this  declaration  might  be  carried  much  farther,  and  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  notice  the  fiict,  that,  under 
circumstances  far  from  being  the  most' unfavorable, 
refined  salipetre  has  commanded  the  enormous  price  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  pound ;  whereas,  its  or- 
dinary value  is  about  thirty  cents  per  pound  in  oUr 
markets.   '  -    .    ' 

It  is,  also,  well  kndwn,  that  all  manufactured  arti- 
cles, which  'are  made  in  haste,  are  generally ,  very 
defective — this  should  be  particularly  guarded  against 


in  .the  case  of  fire-arms  of  every  description.  When 
it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  fo  provide  auch  eqtiip- 
ments,  contractors  always  msist  upon  their  own  terms. 
Experience  has  proved,  diat  contracts  under  such  dr- 
eumstances  on  national  account;  (we  do  not  confine  thSe 
assertion  to  our  own  country,)  have  been  made  to  a 
great  disadvantage.  Regular  annual  supplies,  in  times 
of  peace^  should  always  be  preJEerred.  It  would  be  un- 
warrantable 'in  Iha  eitreme  to  haxtfrd  a  want  of  tlus 
kind  until  the  last  moment-^-until  the  enemy  may  be 
at  our  doors.  It  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  additiona 
from  Europe,  ai  a  period  when  the  extensive  naval 
force  of  an  enemy,  aided  by  many  private  armed  ships, 
shall  swarm  on  the  ocean.  W^io  oould  then  be  ao 
hardy  as  to  entertain  the  expectation  of  frequent  ar- 
rivals in  our  ports  1 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  your,  committee  finds 
itself  enabled,  under  the  warranty  of  the  proper  depart- 
ment, to  state  that  many  of  the  mbst  neceasaiT,  aie 
articles  of  whioh  there  is  a  considerable  stock  on  handy 
and  *  that  jOtliers  6f  them  are  abundant  in  our  territories. 
,0r,  in  the  words  of  the  Message,  we  may  be  permitted 
Id  repeat,  that  *  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and  skiall 
anus,  and  the.  stock  and  resources  of  all  the  necessaiy 
munitions,  are  adequate  to  emergeiiciei." 

The  flourishing  state  of  the  foundriee  throughoat 
the  United  States ;  th^  have  been  Heretofore  success- 
/ully  employed',  on  Governqient  account,  in  Rhode 
Island,  New  4ers^,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  4&c  The  regular  supplies  of  small 
axYns,  of  every  description,  firom  the  establishments 
which  are  new  'un^er  the  control  of  the  Government, 
and  these  seconded  by  the  several  ooi^tractv  which  have 
:  been  already  niade  with  individuals  in.  various  parts  of 
the  Ui^on,  together  with  the  ease  with  which  they 
.may.  be  multiplied  so  as  to  meet'  any  demands  which 
circumstances  may  require,  independent  of  the  ar- 
rangementBimade  on  the  part  of  the  State  individually, 
are  some  of  the- many  pTt>ofii  which  demonstrate  the 
great  resources  of  .this  Republic.  \V  hat*  nation  can 
boast  of  mqrc,  or  better  iron,  than  the  United  States  t 
.  Our  foundries  have  not  only  been  in  succeifaful  ope- 
ration, they  are  far  from  being  infantile^  and  have  ar- 
rived at  perfection^  Upon  the  best  authority,  we  sute 
the'  furnaces,  forges,  and  bloomeries,  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  five  hundred  and  thiyty*  The  ait  of  bor- 
ing cannon  is,  in  many  places  in  Europe,  deemed  a 
secret  of  great  importance ;  they  ther^  keep  their  cut- 
ters concealed  from  strangers  in  leathern  bags.  In  the 
United 'States  this  process  is  so  well  understood,  that 
an  inspector  of  our  artillery  has  declared^ to  the  worid 
"  he  never  was  compelled  to  reject  a  gUU  on  accotmt 
of  a  defect  in  the  bore,"  though  he  examined  *'  up- 
wardsiiOf  two  thousand  cannon  of  different  calibers." 
.  It  is  notorious  that  we  xnay  have  lea^,  from  the  mines 
of  our  6o.untry,  to  any  amount.  Our  resources  for  salt- 
petre in  the  Western  States  are  said  to  be  inexhaost- 
able..  Of  sult>hur  we  have  a  considerable  stock  in 
store.  Each  of  the  States  can  Ihrnish  an  extensive 
catalogue  of  powder  mills ;  their  number  in  the  Uni- 
ten  States  amounts  to  tWo  hundred  and  seven,  and 
manv  of  them  are  celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  their 
powder.  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  necessaiy  to 
repeat,  that  under  the  present  aspect  of  afl^airs,  it  is- 
.proper  a  further  provision  of  all*  the  munitions,  of  war 
'be  forthwith  made.  Expenditures  to  a  considerable 
amount,  when  applied  to  such  purposes,  will  ultimately 
be  found  to  be  ecouonfy  in  the  true  sense  and  meaning 
ofthe  term,  by  the  saving df  the  dxfiefence  between  the 
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pr«8«nlpridM  and  soeh  as.  will  be  demanded  when  we 
■halt  be  at  war.  In  conferiQiity  with  these  viewa^your 
committee  beg  leave  to  teport  a  bill. .    .  * 

MrSEYBGRT,  from  the  same  cotnmittee,  also 
-presented  a  bill  authoriztDg  the  ptircbase  of  ord- 
,  naace  and -ordnance  stores,  damp  equipage,  and 
other  qaartermaster's  'Stores^  and  smalh  arms; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Oommittee 
o{  the  Whole  on  S^iday  next. 

V     FOREIGN  RBLATIONS. 

The  House'then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  dnfinished  business,  being  the  report  of  the 
Committee  pf  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Ranuolph  said,  that  he  could  not  express 
hia  deep  sense  of  .the  politeness  bf  the  tlouse,  ex- 
cept by  the^regret*  he  felt  at  the  very  poor  return 
which  they  were  about  to  receire  for  their  indul- 
gence. '  He  lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  thank^  in  tjie  natpe  of  alf  the  old  Republi- 
cans of  1798  and  1799,  his  worthy  friend  from 
North'  Carolina,  (Rlr.  STAifFORO,)  for  the  sound, 
sensibly,  pertinent,  and  Constitutional  speech, 
whfch  he  had  delirered  the  other  iday  against  this 
resolution.  But  he  feared,  if  a  writ  were  to  Tssue 
against  that  old  narty-»-as  had  be^n  facetiously 
said,  in  anothejr  oody,  of  our  yaliant  Arm^ — it 
wbuild  be  imnossiblef  for  a  eohstkble  with  a  search 
warrant  to  nnd  it.  There  must  ben  ^turo  of 
nan  eat  inventus.  Death,  restgnaiion^  and  deser- 
tion, had  thinneid  their  rank^.  .  They  haddisap- 
peared.  New  men  and  new  doctrines  had  suc- 
ceeded. He  was  astonished  at  the  frailty  of  some 
memories;  or  rather^«at  their  aptness  to  remem^* 
bef  toYoi'get  everything  but  what  ^nbserved.  their 
present  ]^urpo!fes.   •' 

Diluted  *down,  and  frittered  awAv,  indeed,  as 
this  proposkion  had  been  by  his  worthy  colleague. 
<Mi^.  Nelsom,)  and'his  excellent  friend  from 
North  .CaroKna,  (Mr.  MacoIv,)  it  wks  compara- 
tively a  subject  of  small-  importan<;e.  Tet,  as 
argued  by  others,' it  assumed  the  most  imposing 
magnitude,  it  wfts  no  lesa  thap  a  question  of 
war  or  peace.  •  Mr*  R.  proceeded  to  compare  the 
provocations  of  Prance  in  ^798  with  any  now 
complained  oi^  and  to  show  th^  inconsistency  of. 
Kephbiicans  in'supporting  the  present' mtefeu res. 
He  said  he  would  state  some' among  many  of  the 
causes  of  difference  at, that  time  between  the  two 
Republics.  Y^,  sir;  the  French  RepnUxc! — 
mighty  magic  then  in  the  phrase.  It  was  almd'^t 
as  pdtent  as  the  terms  Emperor  and  Kin?  in  later 
days.  He  referred  td  the  Message  ofthe  Presi- 
dent of  Jane  18,  1798,  accompanied  by  the  cor- 
respondence of  oUr*  Ministers  at  Parir-  with  the 
French  Minister  ^f  Foreign  Relations.-  After 
replying  to  his  three  several  hes^ds  of  complaint. 
against  us,  our  Snvoys  had  proceeded  to^  expose 
the  paonstrous  vidlation  on  the  part  of  France  of 
every  principle  of  jnstice  and  of  public  law,  and 
in  open  defiance  of  her  plighted  fiirth  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  i     ' 

.  "  The  undersigned  will  h6t  resume,  Oidzen  Minis- 
ter, the  paihAir  task  of  re-uTgihg  the  mnltipled  injuries 
^hiek  have  been  accumulated  on  their  country,  and 
which  have  been  in.^me  degree  d^taitod  in  (hor  me« 


moirialof  the  17th-  January  last.  They  cannot,  how- 
ever, decline  to  remonstrate  against  a  measure  which 
haa-be^n  announced  since  that  date.  The  legislative 
eonncils  of  .the  Frencl^  Repnklie  have  decreed  thalr- 

''  IsC  The  condition  of  ships  in  everything  which 
concerns  th^ir  character  as  nentr^ls^orenelntes,  shall 
he  de^rmia^eid  by  their  cargo ;  consequently ,  every  Ves* 
sei  found, at  sea,  laden  in  whole  or  in  part  .with  m^* 
ohandiae,.  coming  out  o%  England  or  its  poasesaionBy 
shall  be  declared,  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  pro* 
prrelors  of  such  commodities  or  tnerchandise..  • 

"  2ndIyH  No  foreign  vessel,  which,  in  the  course  of 
its  voyage,  shall  have,  entered  into  an  English  port, 
.shall  be  admitted  into  any  port  of  the  French  Rapub- 
lic,  bu,t  in  the  case  of  necessity ;  in  which  case  the 
vessel  shfliU  be  obliged  to  depart  from  snch  port- as  soon 
as  the, cause  of  entry  shall  have  cea8<;d." 

This  decree  went  to  sweep  off  the^  ocean  every 
ship  ,0  the.UiMted.  States,  and  almost,  of  the 
whole  world—for,  except  perhaps  a  Chinese  junk^  • 
there  was  haVdby  a  vessel  to  be  found  on  the 
ocean  without  soihe  article  of  merchandise  that 
had  .^'come  but  pf  England  or  its  possessiohs." 
It  was  an  interdict  of  the  direct. trade  in  our  own 
commodities,  for  no  vessel  could  take  tobacco, 
cotton^  bread-stuff,  dbc^,  to  London  or  Liverpool, 
and  bring 'back  a  return  carso,  without  coming 
under  that  decree;  And,  without. returns,  th^re 
could  be  no' export,  for  export  and  import  were 
oorfelative  terms ;  the  on^  cOuld  not  exist' with- 
out the  other ;  there  could  as  soon  be  a  wife  with- 
out a  husband,  a  child  without  a  parent,  a  mas- 
ter without  a  servant ;  the  one  implied  the  oth>rv 
To  talk  of  export  without  import  was  afgumen* 
turn  ex  absuraor  Here,  Uien,  was  a  prohibition 
of  that  direct' trade,  that  pittance,  that  minimum 
of  maritime  right,  for  whicl^  gentlemen  are  now 
willing  to  go  to  wftr.  He  put:  the^e'  facts  to  gen- 
tlemen who  now  stickle  sfbout  the  direct  trade; 
with'  which  the '  Orders  in  Council  interfere. 
Was  he," 'there/ore,  the  def^Snder  of  those  Orders? 
He  stated  the  parallel  Cas^  to  show  that  against 
the  anti-neutral  decrees  of  France,  Republicans 
had  refused 'to  vote  armies  and  fleets.  But  those 
times  had  passed  away.  The  sternness  of  our 
republican  principles  had  not  then  melted  away 
by  baskPng  in'the  sunshine  of  a  republican  Oourt. 
He  would  not*  enter  into  a  disgusting  recital  of 
other  French  fn juries  and  jroomrnations;.  he 
would  confine  himself  to.  those  daring  maritime 
insults  and  lEiggressidos,  which  had  been  chastised 
by  the  valor  of  American  tars,  while  happily  the 
fleets  of  our  enemy  were  pinioned  in  port,  or  crip- 
pled at  sea,  by  her  great  rival.  It  was  matter  of 
turiosity  to  look  into  some  of  tbeteauses  of  com- 
plaint urged  against  us  by  the  notorious  citizen 
Talleyrand,  ex -bishop,  of  Autun.  dbc;  In  his  ca- 
pacity of  Minister  or  Foreign  Kelations,  he  htfd, 
among  other  complaints,  represented  to  our  Min- 
isters, in  an  official  note,  that  **  The  newspapers 
'  knovm  to  be  under  the  indirect  control  of  the 
Cabinet,  have,  since  the  treaty,  jedoubled  the 


'  iiivectiv^s  and  calumnies  against  the  Republic,' 
^  and  against  her  principles,  her  magistrates,,and 
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*  out  fit  state  of  things  so  scandalous  having:  ever 
'attracted  tl^e  attetatioo  of  the  Qovernmeiit, 
'  which  might  have  repressed  it.    Oli  the  coil- 

*  trary,  the  Government  itself  yrns  intent  upon 
'encouraging  this  scandal  in' its  public  acts;"  ,■ 

We  had  greater  inducements  to  rarse  meb  in 
1798  than  novlr.  There  were  thren  French  pos- 
8|ssions  in  our  neighborhood,  from  which -a  pre- 
fatory wftr,  under  French  and  Spanish  colors, 
had  been  waged  upon  our  commerce,  even  in  our 
Own  harbors,  and  on  our  own  shoress^which  had 
no  parallel,  unless  in  the  depredations,  the  rap|ne 
and  plunder  of  the  BarWry  corsahrs  on  the  oppo- 
site coasts  of  Christendom.  Our  little  fleet  at 
Ihat  time  triumphed  in*  the  West  Indian  seas.  It 
>?vas  In  our  power  to  have  applied  the  remedy  io 
the  actual  seat  of  the  disease.  Not  only,  was  our 
fair  and  legitimate  commerce  wj^h  England  pro- 
hibiled— the  trade  from  London  to  New  Yorlt, 
and,  by  consequence, from  NewYorkto  London-r- 
but  vre  weire  forbidden  to,  barter,  eVen  with  a 
neutral,  for  any  article  "coming  out  of  England, 
or  its' possessions  }'J  i»ay,*  more — our  vessels  en- 
gaged in  any  such  trade,  were,  ipsofacto^  stamped 
with  the  character  of  enemy.  The  cargo — even 
the  minutest  part  of  it— a  single  volume,*pTtnled 
in  England,  de.termined  the  bharactjer-  of  the 
wh;oIe,  and  of  the  vessel  also.  It  was  a  commer-. 
ciai  attainder^  wording  a  general  corruption  of 
the  whole  mass.    -/ 

The  nation  had' been  brought  into  its  .present 
alarming  and  unprecedented  situation  ,by  means 
in  no  wise  unaccountable — by  steps  as  direct  and 
successive  as  Hogarth's  celebrated  series  of  prints, 
V  The  pake's  Progress,"  beginning  at  the  gaming- 
table and  ending  in  a  jail,  Or  in  bedlam.  Out 
difficulties  began  to  showjheroselv^s  in  J1805  and 
1806,  when  aanse  man  from  the  EdsL  (Bidwell> 
wais  sent  to  govern  .the  Anct^rican  House  of  Com- 
y  mons,  in  quality  of  manager.  '  Wjt'h  what  de^free 
of^fidelityhe  bad  discharged  this  duty,  we  might 
judge  frpixi  that  which  he  had  .since  dUplayed  in 
far  inferior  trusts.  We  had  coninaeneed  our  sys- 
tem somewhbt  on  the  pla'n  of  Catharine  of  Rus* 
sia,  when  she  lent  her  nonlinal  aid  to  the  coali- 
tion ;  we  had  dealt  even  more  profusely  than  she 
in  manifestoes;  we  began,  under  the  instigation 
of  mercantile  cupidity^  to  contend  by  prociama-- 
tion.s  and  resolutions  for  the  empire  of  the  ocean. 
But,  instead. of  confining  ourselves  as  she-  had 
done  to  this  blooilless  warfare,  w<e  must  copy 
the  wise  example  of  her  successors,  and  after  pur 
battle  of  Friedland,  he  supposed^  we  also  should 
have  our  peace^of  Tilsit.-.  He  gave  the  little  mi- 
nority praise  for  Iiaviog  kept  the  Administration 
in  check,  junder  the  salutary  retUraint  of  a  rigor- 
ous examination  ^f  their  acts*— although  the  Ad" 
ministration  bad  run  away  with  the  credit  of 
wishing  to  take  a  strong  attitude,  and  had.  thrown 
the  blame  of  thwarting  their  measures  on  (he 
opposition.  That  opposition  had  been  composed 
of  all  sects  and  persuasions ;  but  he  now  perceived 
that  the  greater  part  of  them  (the  Federalists) 
had  gone  over  to  the  Court  party,  for  a  very  ob- 
vbus  reason^-'b^cause  they  foresee  at  the  end  of 
the  journey,  Mr.  .^aker,  that  your  defeat  will  ^ 


secure  ihetr  triumph.,  I  wis|i  the  gentleiDen  on 
iny  left  (the  majority)  joy  of  their  new  travel- 
ling companions. 

But  he  cdM'  trace  thie  origin  of  our  present 
di0iculiies  'a  little  further  back  than  the  years 
1805  and  l80^to  the  refusal  of  our 'Government 
to  prolong  the  Treaty  of  London,  i»hich,  by  its 
own  limitations,  had  expired  within  two  years 
after  th£  conclusion  of  the.  w^r;  But  for  tbe 
truce  of  Amiens'— for  it  hardly.des^ved  the  name 
of  9  peace — ^^that  treaty  would  no w^ be  in  opera- 
tion. Tlte  refusal  t6  ptolong  >ts  stipulations^  at 
least  during  the  continuance  of  the  war;  tocon- 
sid^r  the  peace  6f  .Amiens  as  in  efiect  no- actual 
t^rniipSitioo  of  the  (Contest ;  the  rejection  of  the 
overtures  made  b)[  the  English  Ministry  to  rein- 
state it,  was  a  ca[)ital  error,  for  which  no  states- 
man could  atone.  Admitting,  for  argument's 
sake,  the  treaty  to  have  been  in  the  first  instance 
im  poll  tiq;. yet,  on  th^  accession  of  the  lat€  Presi- 
dent to  the  chair — he  niighi  as  well  say  the 
throne,  for  he  understood  athcrone  to  be  only  a 
magnificent  chaij; — under  the  practical  opA*alion 
of  that  treaty,  the  co.mmerc^  of  the  country  was 
in. the  '* full -tide  of  successful  experiment"  It 
was,  to  say  the  best  of  it,  whim^  inadness,  a  mag- 
got of  ttxe  J)rain,  the  wildest  of  vagaries,  to  refuse 
to  prolong  that  treaty  when  it  wa^  proposed  by 
the  British  GoverpnaenL  thus  laying  the  founda- 
tion fojr  a'  breach  which  has  since  been  widening. 
On  the  RtTvotulion  of  iBOl,  that  Government 
had  been  led  to  apprehend,  from  thfe' language 
held  by  prostituted  presses  in.  this  country — he 
meant  >the  presses  Of  both'partjes^that  the  per- 
sons whQ  then  came  into  power  .would,  throw 
themselves  into  the-,armsoi  France.  But  they 
were  agr.eeably  disappointed ;  they  wejre  soon  on- 
deceived.  This  GoVernmeni  was  at- that  time 
directed  by  men  who  understood' Sradparsaed  the 
true  interests  of  the  country.  -Mr.  K,  sai4  that 
h^  stood  in  such  a  situation^  at  that  time,  as  ena- 
bled him  to  pronounce  that  every  fear  of  that 
:^rt  on  the  ps^rt  of  the  British  Cabmet  was  dissi- 
pated. An  unfeigned  cordiality  had  been  kept 
up  between  us  and  the  Cbin-t  of  St.  Jam^  with- 
out, at  th'^  same  lime,  disturbing. the  amity  sub- 
sisting between  us  and  France. .  Even  the  refa- 
sdl  to  renew  the  Treaty  of  Lghdoq,  ill  advised 
as  it  was,  did  :not.. immediately  impair  the  good 
understanding  which  existed  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  t}^e  United  States.  But  to  this,  after 
some  ilUtimed  threat^  and  'bickerings,  succeeded 
the.  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  Mr. .  Monroe— he 
said  of  Mr.  Monroe,  because,  although  another 
gentleman  was  united  with  him  tni  the  missipn. 
he  suspected  that  he  h)id  as  little  efficient  agency 
in  thait  treaty  as  Mr.  R.  hknself*  He  beltevai, 
that  atsthis  time,  we  should  -bfe  very  willing  to 
alccept  of  that  scouted  treaty,  even  with  the  caveat 
of  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland  attached  to  it — 
for  in  that  light  he  had  always  considered  the 
obnoxious  nqte.  Surely  it  was  more  candid  and 
honorable  to  apprize  us,  beibrehand^'of  their  in- 
tentions, under  a  certain  contingency,  than  to 
hold  it  up  in  mental  reservation  until  the  event 
should  have  occurred,    th  anyerent,  that  note, 
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how«ver*it  might  be  objected  to  u poo  priaciplej 
was  couched  ia  texist  not  merely  itioffensive)' but 
decorous  aod  respectful.  At  any  rate,  afier  the 
Di^t^oftbe  Dukeof  Cadore.  who  had- declared  «&' 
to  be  ^^withoui^  honor,  without  energy,  without 
just  polithcal  riews;"  who  bad  likened  us  to  the 
Colonial  Assembly  of  Jafnaica;  who  bad  kiinlly 
Spared  us  the  trouble  of  declarhnor  war;  gatjed 
and' seared  as  we  had  been  by  his  taunts^  we 
should  hardly  turn  up  our  noses  at  ihe  note  of 
the  British  Commissioners.  Tl^e  imperial  cha]-  , 
ice  of  insult  had  been  drained' lo  the  very  dregs. 
Even*  our  diplomatic  worm  had  turned  and 
writhed  beneath  the  heel. of  ihe  imperial  oppres- 
sor. Yes,  we  would  uoj^destioaably  be  wijiing 
to  occupy  the  ground  offered  to  us  in  1806,  to 
abce{vt  the  terms  of  that  despised  and  rejected 
treaty-rrejected,  as  if  in.  scorn — butfdr  purpn^^ 
too  visible  to  need  explanation or.com men ti  Sup-* 
ppse,  air,  at  thU  day  you  had  to  require  the  opin- 
ion of  t^e  Btecuuve  Government  pn  the  merha 
of  that  instrument,  of  w&om  would  you  demand 
it?  Thrdugb  what  channel  would  yoa-^ecefve 
it?  Mr.  RT  presumed; through  the  Department 
of  8tate.  By  whose  opinion  would  you  be  guided, 
by  that  of .  the  ex- Secretary,  or  of  the  Secretary 
in  fact?  -  How  would  you  setUe  the. matter  be- 
tweeh  ihem?    Wobld  you  compound  it? 

But  We  axe  told,  and'b/  men  of  honor  ibo,  that 
we  stand  pledged  to  France.  I  was  not  taf- 
prised^8ir,1osee  this  asserted /by  factious  jour- 
nalists, but  I  confess*  my  Bs^opishment;  na^,  my 
grief  and  indignation,  when  I  hear  it  asserted  on 
this  flooc,  by  men.  whom  I  honor,  whoim  I  love, 
^hom  1  revere !  Bound  to'^  Fr«nce,*as  Sinbad 
thesailoc  was* bound  to  the  putrifyiog  corpse  of 
his  decease^  wife.  If  $o,  then  have  we  -cesled 
our  perdition.  Will  any  man  contend  that  tve 
have  the  right  to  transfer  to  ^  foreign  Despot  the. 
power  of  making  war  for  as,  4)pon  whom  and 
when  he  shall  please?  No,  sir,  I  dfny  it;'su«h  is 
npt  our  miserable,  our  -h^opeless  cbndition..  We 
are  not  bound' to  France,  and;  so  help  me  Ood, 
witli  my  con^e^jtj'.we  never  ahall  be  so  bound. 
What  will  your  constituents  say  to  this?  Sup*- 
pose  they  crowd  your  table  with  memorials  and 
iostroctiobs  against  tli is  measure^  will  ypu  reply 
to  them  with  the  coolness  of  a  modern  duellist — 
'^  We  are  bound  in  JioiK>r  ;'we  are  sorry  for  it,  hot 
cannot  help  It.  The  sacred  trast  whioh  you  je^ 
posed  in  us  we  have  betrayed ;  the  high' attributes 
of  sQvefeigaty^^he  pow^r  of  war  and  peaqe  with 
which  yOQ  clothed,  us  for  your  own  good,  we 
haye  'made  over,  by  legislative  legerdemain,  to 
the  great  oppressor  of  our  name  and  rtice.  We 
are  spell  boond,  under  iacantatiOn,  and  must 
obey.**  Will  the  people  endure  this?'  Is  the. 
power  of  fnaking  war  transTerred  from  the  Ameri- 
can Congtess  to  France?. and  by  chicanery^tooJ 
Bound  to  France!  By  what?  By  a  contiiv- 
ahce,  an  artifice  the  most  biingling — by  a  quibble 
which  a  Newgate  solicitor  would  blush  to  plead' 
in  bar  of  an  ^indictment  for  felony.  Butjsir,if 
you  ha ^e  sold  yourselves  ii\to 'foreign  bondage,  I 
pray  ynu  to  show  me  the  equivalent,  the  quid 
pro  9tM>.    What  have  yott  got  in  exchange  from 


the  tyj-at)C  of  the  earth?  Where  h  the  w^mU 
pottage,  the  miserable  di^h  of  French  brti:a.  «f 
soupmaigre;  for  which  you  have  bartered  svaf 
youir.bir^iright;  the  birthright  of  a.wbole  peir;^;; 
the  right  of  self-government ;  the. power  over  wmt 
and  peace!  Shall  we  look  into  the  official,  re^ 
sponsible^  correspondence,  of  6uf  own  Govern- 
m^ttt  for  this  eqt^ivalent?  We  have  iheir  un- 
questionable testimony  that  France  has  played  as 
^Ise.  .The' Secretary  of  State,  in  his 'letter  6f 
the  10th  .ef  December  last  to  General  Xorreaa 
says :  .-    .' 

"  The  act  of  Congress  pf  May  isst  had  for  ito'Objeet, 
not  flierely  the  recognitioii  of  b  speculative  legitimate 
principle^  biit  the  enjoyment  of  a  mibataiuial  henefit. 
The  overture  therein  .presented,  oblriously  embraced, 
the  idea  oif  commercial  advantage.  It  included  the 
reasoif  able  belief,  that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlin  and  > 
MUan'decreos  would  leave 'the  j>Qrts  o(  France  as  free 
for  the  introduction  of  \ke  produce  of  the  United 
Staiea  as  they  were  previously  to  the  pron^olgation  of 
'thofte  decrees. 

'<  The  restrictions  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree  * 
had  the  effect  of  restraining  the  American  merchants 
from  'sending  their  vessels  to  France.'    The  interdic- 
tion in  the  system  that  has  been  substituted*  against 
the  adtoission  of  Ameifican  products,  will  have  the 
effect  of  imposing  upon  thepi  an  equal- restraint    If,  ^ 
then,  for. the  revoked  decrees^  municipal  laws^  pro-' 
dqcin^tbe  same  commercial  effect,  hate  been  substi- 
tuted, the  mqje  only*  and  not  the  measure,  has  under- 
gone an  alteration.      .  ^  .    *        ' 

'  France,  ,then,  by  the  solemn  declaration  of  our 
own  Government,  has  done  by  municipal. decrees 
whjtt  her  edicts  of  Berlin,  Milan,  <&c.,couid  not 
moire  cojnpletely  hi^ve  effected..  Like  a  true 
chevalier  d'industriej  she  tells  you'-^'  My  decrees 
shall  be  mthdrawn:"  and.  when'she  has  you  in 
her  elutghesj  she.  achieves  her^ purpose  of  robbery 
and  plunder  by  a  change  of  th6  D(iode-^manici- 
pally — by  municipal  decrees--and  we,  good  easy 
men,  are  ss^tisfied.  She  may  rob  and  plunder  to 
her  heart's  content;  ^e  may  violate  every  Wght 
of  hospitality  ;.decoy  us  into  her  ports,  and  then 
strip  01^  to  the  skin--4>ut  ma^tk,- 1  pri^y  yoUy-not 
under. the  Berlin  and  Milftn  decrees-Hiot  under 
*<  edicts  Effecting  our  neutral  relations"— hut  as 
how.  I  beseech  you  ?  'Why,  in  a  civil  way?— paa- 
nicrpalty^  To  be  pledge^  to  France,  (suppose 
it  possible,)  we  must  have,  a  bona  fide  revocation 
of  her  unjust  edicts  carried. into  lasting  effect — 
not  a  subticj  oracular,*  Delphic. response,.  **  which 
keeps  the  word  of  pcomise  to  the  ear  but  breaks 
it  to  the  hope."  Can  you  6arry  yoor  tobacco, 
cotton,  or  bread-stuffs  to  France?  Go  with  your 
tobaccQ ;  there  is  but-  one  buyef*,  and,  of  course, 
can  he  bat  one,  seller  to  supply  her  market.  The 
imperial  tobacconist  possesses  the  mondpoly ;  he 
gives  you  what  he  pleases,  s^nd.that  you  must 
take.  To  be  sure  yoi)  ha  ve.  the.  privilege  of  trans-  • 
porting  it  by  land  from  Bordeaux,  seven  hundred 
miles,^nto  Qermaay,  Your  Cotton  is  excluded 
by  enormous  duties.;  your  bread-stuffs  khe  does 
not  want.  Shp  secretly  supplies  them,  herself  to ' 
her  enemv,  at  the  same  time  that  she  interdicts 
your  supplyi  which  niight'cbme  into  competition 
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with  hers.  WbetUer  the  Orders  in  C()uheil  ane 
repealed  I  koow  not.  and  I  carb  hot.  ^  Tbef  <)<> 
not  prevent  us  from  trading  "with  France;  Fraoee 
herself  excludes  us.  They  have  not  prjeveoted 
thirty-  millioos  of  American  property  from  find- 
ing it;$  way  ibto  the  "ports  of*  France,  and  thence 
into  the  imperial  com'fs..  ^ow  did  this  property 
get  fhere"?  He  spoke; of  the*  practical  effect  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.  ,^heir  principle,  or  want 
of  principle,  was  another  thing:  •'The  Berlin 
and 'Milan,  decrees,'' as  our  owaGoTernnaent  had 
officially  pr.onounced, '^  had-restrained  the  Ameri*. 
can  inerchants  from  sending  -their,  vessels  to 
France."'  No  soooerwerje  they  duped  into  a  be? 
llcff  that  these  injurious  decrees  were,  or  wouid 
be' removed,  thaa  thirty  millions  6f  An^evican 
property  {the  Ordersin  Gouncjt  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding)  found  ifs  way  to  France,  to  be 
caught  in  her  municipal  trap.  And  we^re  to  go 
to  war  for  the  privilege!  of  a  scanty  trade,  undeir 
licenses,  with  .Frapce-^taking  dor  -returns  in 
French  silks^^t  'th^  yery  instant  that  we  our- 
selves are  passing  prohibitory  and  highly/penal 
hiws  against  this  very,  licensed  trade!  Thjs,i$ 
the  consummation  of  folly  and  inconsistency^ 

Reverse  the  picture — suppose  your  vesseb  con- 
demned in.tSoglisb  ports  for.l^aving  touched  at  isi 
'French  port,  or  having  been  searched  hy  a  French 
cruiser..  The  proceeds  poured  into  toe  coffers  of 
the  British  EkcheqOer  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
.millions^  The  British  Ministry  mock  you  with 
a  liominal  revocation  of  their  Orders  in  Couqeil, 
substituting  some  contrivance  ths^t  answers,  the 
same  end\  Yobr'diplomatic  puppet  gathei^s  cour- 
age to  ask  for.  {he  plundeoed  property  of  our  cilir 
Zens.  He  is  told,  with  true  French  nonchalance^ 
"Why,  as  ^o  t*hat  afiair,  it  is  to  be  settled  by  the 
law  of  reprisaL"  Wl^at  would  you  say  ?  '  Sir, 
you  are  laughed  at' as  idiots,  for  expecting  the 
restoreltion  of  thirty  ipiilions  from  the  grasp  t>f  a 
foreign  Powef^ — and  that  power  Fi-ancd!  Ybu 
may  as  well 'go  to  Algiers  to  look  for'the^noney. 

Mr.  ^.  said,  that  having  attempted  to  describe 
the  ag^tessions  of  France  in  17^8  aad  ;1799, 
when  the  Republicans  refused  to  go  to  war  with 
her,  iie  would  now  adi^rt  to  injuries  of^a  later 
^axe,  and  he  challenged  a  comparison  of  them 
with  those  of  any  nation  under  the  sun.         .    . 

In  th^  year  ISOOj  a  treaty  was  negotiated  by 
Mr.  Davie,  and  other  Commissioners  ai'piTointed 
bv  Mr. -Adams,,  with  thq  presen.t  ruler  of- the 
French  Empire.  .This  treaty,  signed  by  Booa- 
part^Votpn  Aancf,  was  ratified  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Jefferson) and  the  Senate,  the  succeed- 
ing year.        .    .,     •    . 

The  third' article  provh^es  for  the  nsutaal  res- 
toration of  ihe  public  ships  taken  during  the  ex- 
istence of^  hostilities  between  t%e  two  contracting 
parties:       '       .  * 

The  fourth  for  the- r^toraiion  ofpropefty  cap- 
tured (in  actual  war)  and  not  definitively  'con- 
demned:' 

The  sixth  declares  'Hhat  comptieree  between 
the  parties  hhail  be  free."  The  subsequent  cpn- 
doct  of  the  French  ^Guvernmeiit  is  a  suitable 
ommentary:  on   this  text— "free."     This  was 


French  freedorrt,  he  supposed.    BiK  bear  the  8th 
article  i     ■    *  ,  ,  •     • 

*<To  (kvor  codnkiiBrce  on  both'sidasv  it  is  agreedv 
that,  if  i^  ca^'  a  war  shotdd  break^  oat  between  the 
two  natiims,  lyhich  God  forbid !  the  torn  of  aix  raoolhs 
,  iLfUc  the  dedaration  of  War  shall  be  allowed  to  tht 
■lerehants  and  other  citiseitis,  and  inhahitaats  retpeet- 
ively,  pn  the  dne'sue  and  the  oAer,  daring  which  tioM 
ibey  shall  be  at  nbertij^  io  withdraw  themseWeat  with 
|heir,e£^t8-  and  moveablM,.whifh  they  tfhallbe  at  Uh- 
erty  to  carry,  send  away  or  sell,  as  they  please,  with- 
out the « least  obstrtfction.  Nop 'shall  their  eflects, 
much  less  their  persons,  be  seized,  during  such  term 
of  six  months.  '  On  t'he  contrary,  passports,  which 
shaft  be  valid  for  a  time  necessary  for  their  retarn, 
shall  be  given  to  them  for  their  vessels,  and  the  effects 
'which  they  shall  be  willing  to  s^nd  away  or  carry  with 
thfm;  and  such  j;>as8ik>rt8  ^ail  be  a  safe  conduct 
against  ril  fnsints  and  pdzes  which  priTsCeers  may 
attempt  Against  their  persons  and  effects.  And  if  any 
thing  be  taken  fromthew,  or  any  injury  done  to  them 
or  their  .ejects,  by  one  of  t^e  paitiea,  tkeir.  ettizeas  or 
inhabitant^  wiihin  th^  term  above  prepcribed,  fail  sat* 
isiaction'  shall  be  made  to  them  on  that  account.'' 
.And-  yet,  sir,  in  a  time  of  proibiind  peace;  in 
the  face  of  this  aoleqtin.stipdlationr;  in.  the  teeth 
of  this  treaty^  stgnjed  by  his  owh  band,  when  the 
imperial  ruler  of  i^ ranee  iiimself  cotild  not  insin- 
uate, that  we  had  infringed  one  iota  of  it,  hadoor 
merchaDts  been  decoyed  iaio  his- ports,  robbed, 
incarcerated,  treated  with  etrery  speciei  of  con- 
t^unely  and  disgrace,  in  a  nHtnner  in  Wlrieb,  had 
we«beeo  at  open  war  with  France,.he  wa«  not  at 
liberty  to  treat  them*  until -after  a/^lr  notice  of 
six  monJths.  tp  -  Bordeaux,  Antwerp,  Amster- 
dam^-in  every  pjirt  pader  the  control  c!f  Frane^^ 
riot  ibrgetting  Naples, 'the  kingdom  of  Joachim 
Mural — there  had>.beei»  one  uotnterrapted  scene 
of  Americati  plunder.  In  private  life,  th^re  was 
a  description,  of  med  so  ffagixious,  so  notorious 

E>r  the  disregard 'of  ev'ery  principle  of  moraSitf} 
ohor,  |md  yelfgidn,  as  to  be  considered  ^privi- 
leged to  do  and  'to  say  what  they  pleased  ;  and  in 
this  class  we  seemed  disposed  to  rsCUc  the  present 
ruler  of  France.  He  stood  absolved  from  all  the 
obligations  which  are  binding  on  other  men.  No 
act  of  turpitude,  or  ill/faitH  from  him,  could  ex- 
cise any  emotion  or  surprise';  it  was  overlooked 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

,  By  the  Article  IStii.  **l%  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citi- 
zens of  aiUier  country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  mer- 
chandise (contraband  goods  always  excepted)  from 
any  ]port  whatever,  to  any  port  of  th^  enemy  of  the 
other,  and  to  sail  aiid  trade  with  their  ships  and  mer- 
chandise with  perfeict  security  and  liberty,  from  the 
countries,  ports,  .and  places,  of  those  who  are  the  eiie- 
mies  of  t^th,  or.  of  either  party,  without  any  opposi- 
tion or  disturbance  whatsoever ;  and  to  psuBS  not  only 
directly  from  the  places  and  purU  of  the  enemy  aibie- 
mentionedi  to  neutral  ports  cmd  places,  but  aiao  from 
one.placd  belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  place 
belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  the  several; 
unleOB  such  ports ' or  places  shall  be  actually  blockaded, 
l>esieged, ' or  .in vested/' 

*'  Article'  14th.  It  is  hereby  stipulated  that'  fi-ee  ships 
shall  give  a  freedom  to  goods,  and*  that  everything 
slndl  be  deemed  to  be' free  and  exempt  whidi  shall  be 
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found  on  board  the  ilupB  belonging  to  th<»  citizens  of 
either  of  the  contrfuHjng  parties,  although  the  whol« 
lading,  of  any  part  thereof^  should'  appertain^  to  the 
enemies  of  either,  contraband ''goods  being  alway*  ex- 
cepted."        ' 

Under  this  article' our  ships  have  been  bdrot 
and  sunk  on  the.  high  «refts,  ia  tbe  prdsecration  of 
their  lawful  trade» 

<<  Article  17.  And  that  captures  on  light  ftUBpicions 
may  I^e  avoided, and  injuries  Uience  arising  prevented, 
it  is  agreed  that  when  one  party  shall  be  engaged  in' 
war,  and  the  other  party  be  neuter,  the.  shipli  of  the 
neutral  party  shall  be 'furnished  with  pass^rts  simiUr 
to  that  described  ih  the  fourth  article, '^&t  it  may  ap- 
pear thereby  that  ther'ships  teally  belong  to  the  citi- 
sens  of  the  neutraT  party  ^  tl)ey  iball  be  valid  for  any 
I  numbar  of  voyages*  but  shall  be  renewed  eveiy  yeftr — 
that  is,  if  (be  ship  Uappens  to  T^urn  home  in  ibat  i^ce 
of  a  yaar4  'If  the  ships  are  laden,4hey  shall, be  prq- 
I  vided  not  ool^  with  the  passports  abo.vementipnedi^  but 
I  also  with. certificates  similar  to  those  d^ribed  in'  the 
same  article,  s(x  that  it  may  be  known  whether  they' 
carry  any  contrabaAd  goo^.  No  other  paper  shall  be 
required,  any  usage  or  ordinahce  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. And  if  it  shall  not  appear  from  the  said 
certificates  that  there  are  contraband  goods  on  board 
any  such  ship,  and  the  commander  of  the  ^ame  shall 
oifer  to  deliver  thein  up,' the  o£fer. shall  be^aoeepted; 
and.  the  ship  shall  be  at  liberty  to -pursue  ita  voyage, 
unless  the  quantity  of  contraband  goods  be  greater  • 
than  can^conyenrently  be  received  on  b^ard  the  ship 
of  war«  or  privateer,  in  which  cas^the*  ship  may  ber 
carried  into  port  for  ^he-  delivery  of'the  same."  '. 

Article  IS.  Regulates  the  tnaniier  of  search, 
"for  the  avoidance  of  disprder  and  itbuse." 

Bill  why  recite  these  sti|)ulaiioas.  when  our 
Min ister -at  Paris  had  beeij  cowripelled  to  slate  to 
the  French  Governfnent,  "  that  to  appeal  to  oof 
solemn  treaty  with  the  rtiler  of  Prance,  or  to  the 
'  laws  of  nation?,"'  whic/i  lire  the  "principles  of 'etfer* 
'  nal  justice  and  truth,  <*  wo^ld  be  laterally  to  ap- 
peal to  tb«  dead."  And  yet,  with' all  this  glaripgf 
lestimpny  of.  French  perfidy,  injustice,  injury, 
and  insult,. -we  hear  olpU^es  to  Ftance^  of  de- 
signating our  enemy,  and  that  enemy  not  France. 
Sir,  if  ynu  go  tq  war  it  will  not  b^  for  the  pro- 
tection of,  or  defence  of  vour*  maritime  rightsv 
Qenilemen  from  ih^  North  have  been .  takeb  up 
to  some  high  mount$in  and  shown  all  the. king-' 
doms  of  the  earth;  and  Ganadaseems  felnpting 
io  their  sight.  That  rich  vein  of  Gennesee  land, 
which  is  said' to  be  even  better  on  the  other  side, 
of  the  lake  than  on  this.  AgraHati  oupidtty,  not 
maritime  right,  urges  the  war.  Ever  since,  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  on  Foreign  Relations 
came  intp -the  House,  we  have  heard  but  One  word ' 
— like  the  whip-poof- will,  butoc^  eternal  monot- 
onous tone — Canada  I  Canada !  Canada !  Not  a 
syllabh:  about  Halifax,  which  unquestionably 
should  be  otfrg^reat  ol]ject  in>i  war  for  maritime 
security.  It  is  to  acquire  a  preponderiag  northern 
^  influence,  that  you  are  to  launch  into  war.'  For 
,  purposes  t)f  maritime  safety,  .the.  barren  tock^  of 
Bermudii  were  worth  more  to  us  than .  all  -ihe 
,  deserts  through  which  Hearne  and  McKehzie  had 
I  pushed  theii'  adventurous,  researches.  Since  this 
great  bomb,  the  report  of  the  Committee',  had' 


burst  upon  the  Hou.^,  Mr:  R.  ha'if  been  anxioosly 
waiting  for  some  great  poHticai  or  niHitary  j>ro- 
jector  to  point  out  a  way  by  vrhich  we  could  get 
at  Halifax,  or  even  ar  Gloebee.  He  bail  seen  and 
h^ar^  nothing  that' indicated  a.  tolerably  correct  * 
information  of  the.  sQbject.  Whilst-  £pglan4 
maintained  the  mastec;  of  the  seas,»  and  could 
throw  supplief  itlo  them  it  pleasure^  he  supposed 
Ihey  iVere  to  be  starved  out.  He  was  forcibly 
reminded' of  a  ludicrotis  ear icatdre,  published  soon 
after  Abe  sicjee  of*  Gibtaltar*  That  fortress  wa»  ' 
represented  To  lie  in  thje  Hioon^— anx)  whilst  the  - 
Duke  ^e.Cfilion  was  malfing  passes  at  it  with 
asmaU  sword,  Doj;>  duixotci,  on  hfs.Rosinante, 
with  Sancha(the  btfstand  mosthcrnest  Governor 
of  ^hom  he  had  ever'heard)  mounted  on  Dapple^ 
at.hisl)ack,  exclaimed,  withtrue  Castilian  grav- 
ity to'his  truety  squire^  "  we'lh  starve  them  out 
Sancho!"  This  titbU,  Canada,-^  which  had  in- 
filmed  the  cupidity  of  northern  contractors;  made 
us  forget  \h4  disturbance^  among  our  savage 
jieighbors'-^the  hostilities  eOcpmitted  or  meditated 
alpng  our  whole  northwestern  and  southern  fron- 
tier. Symptotais  of  discontent-  were  manifesting 
themselves  anioog  the  Creeks^^in  the  Statv  of 
Georgia;  As  to  Louisiana,,  bfr  did  not  consider 
it  as  an  integral  paft  of  the 'United  States.  We 
had  bought  if  a«d  might  sell  it-*he  felt  himself 
as  mufch  a(  libefty-  io  ^eH  it  as  to.disppse  of  his 
own  slaves.  .If  we  were  to -have  war,  he  hteped 
it  Vould  be  for  sopiething  of  greater  national 
bcDefit  than  to  enrich  the  eomniitearies  ind  con- 
tractors fro  ni*  Mtchilltmlickinac  to  Niagara  and  -. 
Frontignac.*^    '  ^  •.        • 

'  He  repelled  the  cl^arge  of  avarloe  mad?  against 
the  opponents  of  the  present  measure.  Avaricev 
although  the  most  sordid  and  degrading  vice  of 
the  individual  character!  was  one  of  the  first  vir-  . 
lues  of  a  statesrhan.'  To  husband  the  public  tev-- 
enues,  to  ea^e  the  public  burdens,  where  consistent 
withjhe  piiblid  interest,  was  6ne  of  the  cardinal 
duties  of  a  wr^e  or  .beneficent  Government.  He 
eiwoUed  the  avarice  of  Elizabeth,  and  her -Bur- 
leigh and  Walsinglvam,  and  Ihat  of  Frederick  the 
Great,  which,  aided  by  his  genrua, enable^  bin?  to' 
build  up  a' first  rate  power  in  fiurope— totnake 
ft  Pfussi*.  He  compared  "the  parsimony  of  these 
^reat  Sovereigns  and  Minis'tewf,  with  the  profu- 
sion aa'd  prrodigality  that  had^overthrdwn  tbemon- 
archy  of  the  Bourbons.  We  had  been  told  of 
honor  in  one  scal^,  and  dollars  and  cents  in  the 
Qther-^of  cold  calculators,— the  calctllators  ^yveice 
on  the  other'side;  They  begin  at  home'.  Their 
genertJeity  is 'not  misapplied.  They  were  reck- 
oqing  up  tfi^  portion  of  thos^  very  ddilar^  and 
cents  that'  might  fall  to  their  share.  Sleekera 
after  commissions,  embryo  colonels  and  generals, 
contractors,  commissaries,  and  the. whole  tribe  of 
leeches  th^t  fasten  on  th«  public  purse — these 
-were  the  true  .calculators.  His  friend  from  North 
Ca-rolina,  and  himself  were  calculating  pro  bono 
pMico;  to  save  the  people's  money,  not  to  share 
it  This  was  the  character,  of  th^ir  avarice.  It 
was  not  of  that  description  which  vie'ws  with 
equal  eye,  "  the  public  millitJn  and  the  private 
grba^C.^  ■•  ' 
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Mr.  Randolph  recurned  his  thanks  to  Mr, 
Johnson  and  Mr.  WIiight  for  Uie  courlesy  and 
urbanity  with  whidh  ihev  had  conducted  the  de- 
*  bate.  He  $aid,  although  be  fftlt  no  sort  of  delicacy 
towards  Geoeral  Wiltinson,  yet,  in  deference  to 
the  feelid^9of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
.  Wright, ).wlio.  thinking  of  that  person  as  he  did, 
.  had  displayed'much  liberality  towards  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph—he  sJiouW  forbear  the  unnecessary  exr 
pressionof  opinipns  vrhicji  wounded  ageptleman 
p'roressing  to  be' the  personal  fneod  6f  General 
Wilkinson,  and  sinfiereiv  believing  hi<n  inoocent. 
Yet  he  roust' not  be  und«rstood  as  modifying- the 
opinion?,  which  hje  had  heretofore  expressed  of 
that  man,  whO'^was  sometinies<styled  the  Co m- 
mander-in-Cbief.  Ke  had  •  been  compelled  to 
wnde.  through  a  mass , of  testimony  respecting 
htm,  iiiqoog  -whjch  that  of  Hhe  General  himself 
"was  not  the  lea^t  conclusive,. which  left  no  oiore 
doubt  on  his  mind  as  to  his  real  character,  than 
he  had  of  the  being  of  a  God— rand  he  must  re- 
nounce his  reason'  before  his  oonviction  on  either 
subject  could  be  shaken.  The  public  sentiment 
bad  prondonced  an  inreversible  sentence,  that  no 
^pck  tribunal  could  affect. 
.  Mr.  R.  sdid,  that  he  had  been  mi^^bprebehded' 
by  the  g^nllem%l^  from  ]f  entucky,  (Mr.  John*: 
aoN.)  While  be  held  himself  utterly  irrespon- 
sible for  aeo4iaients  ascribed  to, htm  in  the  public 
prints,  where  iX  was  hard  ,to  tell  whether  his 
language  or  his  meaning  was  more  berverted  and 
mutilated,  he  should  be  9orry  to  be  misunder^ 
stood  by  a  gentleman  6n«ihat  floor,  who  Had  con- 
ducted himself  in  debate  with  so  much  Uberality 
toward  his  adTenary  ajs  that  gentleman  had  dis- 
^a)[ed.  Mr.  R.  had  never  siid.  that  on  an  ex- 
plicit j-^quisition  of  iroopsyby  the  .Exectflive,*he 
would  vote  ^he  number  required.  He. had  said, 
that  if  the  Ex^utire,  who  was  charged,  wi-th  the 
public  defence,  should  declare  to  that  House  that 
this  force  wars  neqessary  to  enable  him  to  extend 
that  protection  over  the  United  States  and  their 
dominionLS,  vhi.ch  i<  was  his  doty  to  see  afforded, 
fpt  instance,  to  garrison  New  Orleans  against 
meditated  attack;;  to  guard  against  apprehended 
danger  (Vom  our  savage  neighbors,  or  from  anv 
formidable  European  Powder — it  would  ^be  with 
great  distrust  of  nis  own  judgment  and  informar 
tion  if  ,he  refused  the  grant. 

He  had  ask^d  for  proof  of  Britis)i  conoexiiin 
with  the  latq  massacre;  he  had  been  answered  by 
one  ffenileman,  "  I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;"  while 
another  had  attempt^  to  show,  from  the  history 
of  out:  late  war,  (what*  no  man  ever  denied^  ^at 
the  Government  of  England  was  capable  of  such, 
an  act.  He  foresaw  that  he  should  have  to  post- 
pone his  trip  to  Canada.  He  had  fisked  for  proof 
of  the  savages  having  Jlieen  instigated  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  or  its  9gents^  and  he  h^  been 
told  6f  the  trade  of  the  Northwest  Company. 
Was  that  any  novelty?  .Might  we  iiot  as  well 
charge  ourselves  with  a  participation  in  the  act, 
because  we  had  furaishea  them  with  similar  arti-. 
cles?  Was  the  Northwest  Company  the  British 
Government?  Was  it  in  any  degree  under  th^ 
control  <ff  that  Ministry  ?    In  fact,  since  the  non^ 


importjTtion  act,  had  not  our  agents  been  obliged 
to  wink  at  &  ^mug^ling  trade  by.  that  concern,  ia 
order  that  the  Indians,  might  be  farni.Hbed  with 
articles  which  we  could  no  longer  supply  ?  As  to 
the  ijueslion  whether  the  Briliih  Ministry  were 
capable  of  such  i^n  act?'th€re  was  ooihing  too 
mean,  loo  vile,  loo. infamous  for  Governments  to 
do.  Thfe  veteran  politician  wag' unsusceptible  of 
friendship  or  entnity ;  he  siipulated  the  one  or 
tlfe  other,  just  aa  it  suited  his  ownf  indlvidusl 
interest,  his  own  crooked  schemes  and^Ians  of  ad- 
vancement, to  which  he  made  every  other  consid- 
eration bend.  •  .       •    * 

The  gentlemap  from-  Maryland  had  expressed 
surprise  at  Mr.  Randolpa'^s  manner  of  speaking 
of  our  origin  from  an  English  stock.  Coald  that 
gentleman  repose  his  head' upon  his  pillow  with- 
out returning  thanks  to  Go^  that  h&was  descended 
from  English  parentage.?  Whence  bu  r  from  that 
origin  came  all  the  blessing  of  life,  s©  M  as  poKti- 
cal  privileges  are  concerned  ?  To  what  is  it  ow-_ 
ing  that  we  are  ai  this  moment  deliberating  ander 
the  forms  of  a  free  representative  Government? 
Suppose  we  had  been  coloniesx)f  any  other  Eu- 
ropean oali(jn— compare  our  condition  with  that 
of  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,  or  French  settle- 
ments in. America  ?  To  what  was  our  superiority 
owing?  To  our  Anglo-Saxon  race.  Suppose  we 
had  descended  from  those  nations — ^froni  the  last, 
especially,  Which  stood  self-condemned,  on  her 
own  contession,  a^  incapabU  of  free  Government, 
bogging  her  .6haids',  glorying'  in  her  shame,  prid- 
ing'herselfin'the  slave's  last  poor  distinction,  the 
splendor  of  her  tvrant^master?  Had  we  sprung 
from,  the  loin»  of  Frenchmen,  (he  shuddered  at 
the  thought  1)  where  would  have  beeathat  proud 
"spirit  of  tesiitance  to  Ministerial  encroachment 
on  6ur  rights  and  liberties,  wbi^h  achieved  oar 
independence?  We  should  have  submitted  to  the 
tea  tax,  th«  stamp  act,  and  the  whole  train  of 
Grepviileand Nor^h ministerial  oppression, . That 
which  we  lifted' our  bands  against  in  determined 
scorn,  would  hare 'been  deemed  an  indulgence. 
Loo{  at  the  province  of  New  Bpain^  or  Mexico,  as 
it  is,  not  lyitfa  strict  propriety^called.  Witha  phys- 
ical force  greatly  superior  to  ours  in  1776,  she  had 
not  dared  to  buc^t  the  chains  of  Span ish'despotism, 
divided,  weakened,  almost  exiiAct  as  w^s  the 
Sfianish  monarchy..  Mr.  R.  adverted  iq  histori- 
cal documents  to  show  that  America  ouffht  to  be 
proud  of  bier  Aoglp-Saxoii  descend*  We  were 
vastly  particular  about-  the  breed  of  oor  hordes, 
cattle,  and  sheep,  but  careless  of  the  breed  of  hu- 
maiL  nature.  And  yet  to  oQr  Anglo-Saxon  oris^ia 
we  owed  our  r/ssistance  to  British  tyranny.  Who 
were  th«  members  of  the  first  Congress  7  From 
Massachdsetts,8amuelAdams,and  t'other  Adams 
too,)Kobert  Treat  Paine,  not  7\nn.  From  Con- 
necticut, Roger  Sherman,  atnan  of  the  most  pro- 
found political  Wisdom.  From  New  York,  James 
Duane.  John  Jay.  From  New  Jersey,  William 
Livingston.  From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Mif- 
flin.. From  Delaware.  Csesar  Rodnef,  Thomas 
McEean;  From  Maryland,  William  Paca.  From 
Virginia,  Peyton  Randolph,  George  Washington, 
Patrick  Henry,- Richard  Bland,  Bdinuod  Peodle- 
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ton*.  From  Souih  Carolina,  Henry  Midileton, 
Jfohn  'Rutledge,  Christopher  Gadsden,  .Edward 
lluiledgei  Ifx  what  school  had  these  illustrious 
men  formed  thus^  noble  principles  of^ivil  liberty 
asserted, by  their  fiioquenoe  aod  maintained  bjr 
^eic  arfDs?  Amqog  the  -grieranc^s  stated  in 
their  retQonstraqtfe  to  the  King,  a  '-standing 
army"  met  us  at  the  threshpid.  4t  was  curious 
to  see  in  thft  lis.t-  of  wrbngs,  so  many  that  had 
since  be^n  setf-inflicted.b)^  u^.     -      . 

<<The  authority  of  the  Commander-in-Chi^  and 
under  hibi,  the  Brigadier  General,  has,  in  time  of 
peace,  been  rendered  iuprexne  in  all  the  civil  gOYern- 
mentB  in  America.'' 

Her^,  indeed,  only  in  on^,  .    .        *    . 

**  The  Qommander-ih-Chief  of  all-  year  Majesty's 
forces,  in  iNorth  America,  has,  in  time  of. peace,  been 
appointed  Governor  of  a  Colony." 

The  same  case  had  happened  here  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  General  WilKinsoa.to  the  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana. 

'<The  charges  of  usual  offices  have  bten  greatly  in-, 
creased;  and  new,  ezpensiye,  and  oppressWe  ofi^ceaj. 
have  been  multiplied."  ^  *  • 

The. saine  cask' now.'    '    .  ' 

'( The  pfficers  of  the  customs  are  jsro^wered  to  break 
9pan  jand  enter  houses,  without  the  authority  of  any 
civil  magistrate,  founded  on  lega)  information." 

Ttiis  power,  too,  has  b)e«n  exercised  here. 

<'  Humble  and  reasonablen  petitions,  from  the'Repre-: 
sentatives  of  the  people,  have  been  firuiUessw"    * 

How  do^s  this  apply  to  the  petitions  from  our 
commerciarl  toWns,*some  of  which  "were  refused 
reference  or  copsideraiion  7 

<•  Commerce  has  been  burdened  w^h  many  useless 
and  oppressive  r^trictions." 

Ih  this  we  had'iiot  been  behitkdhand  with  Lord 
North  himself.  •    -     *  . 

"  In  the  isjit  dbssion  of  ParKafoenf,  ah  act  was  passed 
for  blocking  up  the  harbor  of  Boston^" 

We  ^ave  blocked  tip  every  port  froin, Maine  to* 
Georgia..  These  fifreat  men  never  anticipated  the 
time  when  pur.wnole  coast  should  l;^e  Under  the 
paper  blocVad^  of  embargo  laws ;  when  .these 
should  be  considered  as  the  legitimate  exercise  of 
6uT  restrictive'  euerglea ;  -ibey  never  dreamed  of 
such  oppressions.'   ^ 

"  Extending  the  limits  of  ijnebec,  aboiishing  the 
English  and  restoring  the  French  laws,  whereby  great 
numbeira  of  British  Ireemen  are  subjected  to  the  Ditter, 
and  establishing  an  ab4olute>  Government^  .and  the 
Roman. Catholic  religion  throughout  those  vest  regiens 
thai  border  on  the-  westerly  and  northerly  bovmd^ies 
of  the  free,  Protestant,  £nglif^h  settlements." 

Thes^  truly  great  and  wise  men  were  -not  indif-. 
ferent  to  the'  interests  .of  religion. .  Theykn^w 
and  felt  that  it  waa  the  basis  of  all  that  waa  val- 
uable in  t|ie  human  character,  that  society  ^d 
Government  could  not  exist  Without  it.  .They 
had  not  had  the  benefit  of  ^  The  Age  of-  tlea- 
soui"  nor  even  of  **Thp  Rights  of. Man,'* 

^'^  From  this  destructive  system ^o£  Colony  adminis- 
tration, adopted  since  -the  conclusion  of  the  late  war, 
hafe  -flowed  those  distressMi  dangers^  fears,  and  jeai* 


ousies,  that  overwlidm  your  'Majesty'/^  colonies  with 
alBiction ;  and*  we  defy  ous  most  subtle  and  inveterate 
enemies  to.  trace  the  unhappy  diflerenoes  between 
'Great  B;ritain  and  these  ^colpnies,  from'  an  earlier  pe^  ' 
nod,  or  from  other  causes  than  we  have  assigned. 
Had  they  proceeded  on  nur  pUrt.from  a  restless  levity 
of  temper,  unjust  impulses  of  -ambition,  or  artful  sug- 
gestions of  seditious  persons,  we  should  merit  the  op* 
probrioua' terms  frequently. bestowed  upon  us  by  those 
we  revere.'  But' so  far  from  promoting,  innovations, 
we  have  only  Opposed  them ;  %nd  can  be  charged  ^ith  ^ 
no  offence,  unless  it  be  one  to  receive  injuries,  and  l^e 
sensible  o£  them.      •  \ 

"  Had  our  Creator  heen  pleased  to  give  us  existence 
ill  a  land  of  ilaveiy,  the  sense  of  our  condition  might 
have  been  mitigated  by  ignorance,  and  habit..-  But,' 
thanjLs  'to  his  adorable  goodness,  we  were  horn  the  . 
hairs  of  f^dom>"  ^ct 

-  **  The  apprehension  of  beihg  degraded  into  a  state 
of  servitude,"  from  the  me-eminent  rank  of  English 
freemen,  whi^  our.minoi  retain  the  Wrongest  lovis  of 
liberty,  and  clearly  .foresee  the 'miseries  prepfiring  for 
U9  and.  our  posterity,  excitos  eiiiotions  in  our  breasts,  • 
which,  thdugh/we  cannot  ilesctibe,  we  should  not  wish 
to.'conceal."  .  *  •         . 

'  Mr.  R.  aleb  read  an  ex^rtici'  showing.  Ddetor 
^Franklin's opinion  a^  to  the  state  of  the  colonies, 
prevrou^to  the  rroubfea.of  the  stiiqap  act. :  That, 
wise, man  had  explicitly  declared  th'at  oure  was 
thex)nly  instance  of  An  'ertehsiye  empire  in  which 
the  remote  provinces  were. as' weil* governed  as 
the  metropolis  and  its  vicinity.  The  questk>a 
wa^noi  whether  we  should  cdtatinue  in  pur  happy 
situtitjod,  previous  to  the>  Britfsh  attempts  to  tax 
us  without  our  <roi>6ent,  (for  better,  he  allowed, 
we.  could  neyer  expect  to  be,)  hut  whether  we 
shouU  give  up  that  enviable  condition, without  a 
struggle.  The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina 
must  excuse  him  if  he  preferred  the  authority  of 
Dr.Franklin,audofthese  authors  of  our  independ- 
ence, to.his  oWn  (Mr.  Calbodn's  ;)  in  this  school,, 
at  the  feet  of  Oi|maIiel,  he  had  studied  his  politi-' 
caL  pri&ciples..  We  had  received  our  indelible 
character  of  freemen  froto  our  Anglo  Saxon  de^ 
aceAti  '  Sp/jiiue  ttom  ttie  loins  of  Spaniards,  Por- 
t)igue8e,  oi|d  Ftenclimen  I  what  should  we  hare 
known  of  r^p^eaentative  Government*  of  jury 
trial,  of  the  pnri vtiege  of  the  writ  of  habeai  corpWf 
the.  palladhim  of  liberty  itself? 

But  he  hhd  been  guilty  of  estimating  the  re- 
sources'of  the  adversary  against  whonft  we  Were 
about  to  .contend,  and  our  own  ca^^aeity^  to-  main^ 
tain  the  war,  for  ^ny  beneficial  result.  .  This  was 
the  fir^t  instani;e  in  which  he  had  heard  an  open 
contempt  of  all  calculation  as  to  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a  waK,  ,or  the  strength  of  the  en^my.' 
in  (he  discussion  of  a  wax  question.  He  augureo 
nethmg  good  from  such  /rashness;  such  ighorance 
of  ^the  first  principles  of  politics,  o.f  the  element- 
ary knowledge  of  a  statesman.  Indeed,  he  had, 
in  lite  course  of' the  debate,  with  this  exception, 
heai^d  nothing  that  had  not  before  been  said,  and 
better  saTd.  Mr.  R.  oould  not,. .out  of  deference 
to  those  gentlemen  whp  fed  so  sensitirean  aniip*  .- 
athv  to  calculation,  forbear  progress! ng^with  his 
dull,  dry  matters  of  fact,  filthough  they  were  so 
tittle  in  nnison  with  the.  flowing  apeculaiioas  of 
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th«  day.  He  quoted  the  review  of  Pasley's  Essay 
on  the  British  Military  Policy.  (H«  had  not  beea 
able  to  procuce'the  work  itself.)         ^ 

<*  The .  population  oppoffed  to  tifl.in  our  contest  with 

'  the  Erapferor  of  the  Fr<fnch,  Captain  Pasley  ei(tim^tea 
as  five  to  one,  and,  humerioally  specking,  he  is  per- 
haps sufficiently  accurate.  But  the  poweT  of  pro- 
4ueing'  and  maintaining  armies  ^results  so  little  firom 
mere  population,  that  previous  to  the  time  of  Francis 
I,  it  is  well  known  that  no  standing  array  war  or  could 
be  maiatained  in  Europe,  and  frooi  th£t  time  armies 
hare  only  increased  with  ijicreastng  civilization.  The 
cause  of  this  is  not  obscure..  Millions  of  persons  may 
subsist  in  a  rude  state,  and  consume  (he  produce  of 
the  soil,'  without  acquiring  u .  part^le  of  that  kind  of. 
power  which  contributes^  to  the  maintenance  of  an 

.  army,  or  to  any  otbcfr  national  x>lg«ci.  Jn  t^e  feudal 
times^  .imperfect  agriculture  .atid'  the  want  of  roads 
'scarcely  permitted  the.  cultivators. to  dispose  iff  a  sUr*> 
plus  sufficient  to  fu/nish  money  contributions  fo^  the 
support  of  the  regal  aofl  baronial  courts.  The  pro- 
gress of  civilization  faoght  a  more  economical  and 
effectual  application  of  huoian  labor ;'  and  an  increasp 
ing  number  of  persens  could  be  fed,  besides  those  who 
oultivated  ^the  land.  '  To  pro^e  their  share,  ttiese 
auperfluoua  loo'kers-od  became  mknufactdrers^  whence 

.  arose,  in  the  natural  order  of  gradation,  ir4fle»  qaoney^ 

,  •  and  facility  of  taxation ;  and  it  is  in  reality  from  the  de- 
gree vin  which '-scientific  pr  skilful  labor  exists  in  a 
oouiitryf  that  the  permanent  a^aintenance  of  armies  is 
to  be  oalculated.    In  a  ruder  state  of  things  nothing 

'  can  be  furnished  beyOhd  tlie  raw  mateiia} — untutored 
Jnan^  .     .  '         ^.  ^     ,      • 

''The  reel. inquiry  for  our  purpose  therefore  is,  the 
Quantity  of  maehiDery,of  scieotiiic  labor,  and  of  the 

"means  of  employing  botk^  existing  in  England,  as  ctiiA- . 

Eired  with  the.satoe  resources  in  the  dominions  of 
onapart^.  .A,  difierence  *in  our  favor  all  will  allow j 
because  if  both  had  remained  stationary  since  the 
commencmeht  of  the  war,  our  superiority  was  eVideat 
from  the  vent  of  our  maDufkctured"  goods  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  that  too  iU  despite  of  ihe  higher' price  paid 
in  England  for  labor  to  each  individual  workman. 
And  what  has  happened  sinCe  the  commencement  of 
the  war?  Except  those  ornamental  manuiactttrea 
whi<;h  are  maintidned,  not  by  profit*  but  a(  the  ex- 
pense Of  Government,  from  motives  of  vanity  or  poliqy, 
all  manufacture  in  France  ia  extiiKt*  or  nearly  io^ 
Over  the  rest  of  the  Continent  war  has-  occasioned  a 
desolation  nnparalteled  since  ttte  eruption  oi*  the  Bar- 
'  bariafts ;  and  war  contributions  have  aanUiUated  the 
visible  capital  of  themanufaeturelr,  lyid  therewith,  of 
course,  all  his'  exertions..  This  we  may  conclude  with- 
out fear  of  error  from  the  otherwise  unaccountable  and 
incredible  avidity  with  which  English  goods  are  pucr 
chased  even  in  increased  quantities^  though  at  a  pHce' 
proportioned  to  the  danger  of  l^azttrding  the  vengeance' 
of  the  laws,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  ^hich  have  been 
made  for  t^eir  exclusion. 

"  The  prosperous  application  of  large  capiUil  igre  faav^ 
daily  opportunity  of  seeing.  In  one  place,  a  la^^ge 
steam  engine  performs  the  manual  labor  of  five  hun- 
dred able  nien  ;  in  another  place,  a  cotton  mill  works 
with  all  the  delicacy  of  five  hundred  skilful  arti- 
sans; and  a  thousand  lOen  may  thus  Se  marched  to 
the  army  without  national,  loss.  In  machinery  leuf 
'  striking  thipi  these  popular  insta^nces,  no  less  progress 
has  been  made. '  For  instance,  agricultural  instruments 
employed  about  a<  hnndred  and.twenty  persoils,  mao* 


ters  and  workmen,  in  London,  twenty  years  ago^now 
upwards  of  two  thousand  are  engaged  in  thu  manu- 
facture ;  bt^t  this  increase  in  their  nunit>er  is  accom- 
panied by  the  discharge  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands from  manual  labor ;  and  so  proportionally  baa 
machinery  lent  aid  to  klfthe  other  'trades  and  callings. 
Co-operating  with  machinery,  in  advancing  our  na- 
tional power,  is  obviously  the  dhdsion  of  labor ;  the 
effect  of  which,  having  been  so  ably  examined  and 
stated,  as  to  have  become  ai|  undiaputed  principle,  has 
only 'been  mentioned  in  this  place,  lest  we  should  seem 
to  fo|^et  that  it  has  conspicuously  increased,  in  the  last 
(en  years. 

**  The  following  statement  of  our  eflTective  forces, 
including  officers,  at  the  dose  of  the  last  year»  will  be 
at  once  satislactQry  to  our  readers,  and  ■  useful  to  our 
argument.  Our  regular  Cava^  anpears,  from  the  au- 
thentic returns,  to  have  been,  on  the  95th  of  December 
last,  31,375.  Out  regular  Infantry,  including  the  for- 
eign and  colonial  corps,  91 1,574.  The  artillery,  horse, 
and'/oot,  22,846,  makbg  ih  all,  of  regular  laild  forces, 
865,395  men.  The  vote  for  seamem-aud  mariiiea.was, 
in;i810»  incresked  jto  I45,tM)0;  and  it  was  stated  in 
Partiament'th^t  Ihiv  increased  vote  was  necessary,  be- 
cause thatjiuiyiber  were  actually  in  the  service.  The 
regular  militias  of  the  Enfpire  amounted  to  ^5^444,  and 
thus  We  have  a  teUJ'aetttsl- military  and  naval  force  of 
upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand  men  ;  a  force  more 
than'  double  the  military  establishment  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  under  Augustus.  And  here  we  must  observe, 
that  the  mea^iUYe  of  interchanging  the  British  and  Irish 
piilitiasi  the  most,  important  and  beneficial  to  the  Em- 
pii«,  xVhich  has  been  proposed  since  the  union,  will 
bave^the  effe^,  in  addition  to  many  other  and  greater 
advantages,  Qf  increasing  our  actually  disposable  force 
by  neajly  16,000  or  20^000  men,  the  number  of  regu- 
lar troops  which  it  hashitherto^been  thought  expedient 
t6  retain  in  Ireland,  and  which  we' apprehend  may  be 
most  safely  and  most  usefully  replaced  by  the  British 
mititia. 

The  loeal  militia  of  Great  Britain,  wUch  aatembled 
(for' exercise  at  the  last  inspecti<^,  amounted  to  167,000. 
The  volunteers  in  Great  Britain,  akte  •52,000  infontry, 
and  1B,000  cavalry.  In  Ireland,  67,060  infantry,  and 
8,000  cavalry— a  total  irregular  force  of  312,000. 

*'  Thus,  in  the  whoTe,  we  ofiTer  to  the  world  the  proud 
and  comqianding  spectacle  of  eight  hund;>ed  and- twen- 
ty thousand  men  in  arms ;  and  this  has  been  accom- 
plished, as  the  increa^d  comforts  of  all  leases  of  soci- 
ety abundai\lly  prove,  vKthout  any  unnatural  eiertion 
or  ruinous  expenditure  of  our  strength.-  l*o  our  ene- 
-my,  everything  ir  oppOs ite ;  and,  accordingly,  witti  aJI 
his  ive-1foldeupepbiit]rof  popplatieni  he  does  not,  cer- 
tainty,  only  because  lie  cannot,  maintain  many  more 
troops  and  seamen  than  ounelves,  even  by  the  severe 
est  exactions  .of  t3nranny.'' 

Ite  asked  for  our  surplus  of  capital,  of  labor,  of 
populatioD,  out  of  which' (except  in  the  ^tbral 
state)  a  military  power  coutd  grow.  * 

It  had  been  ask^,  wh^  was  the  country  un- 
prepared for  defence^l  Was  he  expected  to  an- 
swer this  question"?  The  Ad m in lat ration,  and 
their  overwhelming  "majorities,  must  answer  it. 
They  had  wantoned  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power.  Who  could  say  them,  nay?  Was  it  Mr. 
Randolph's  fault,  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
.Carolina  had  never,  in  the  course  of  hjs  exteosiFe 
ezperienoe,  heard  of  a  proposition  to  arm  the 
whole  body  of  the  miJktia?  which  had  beea 
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damned  wfth  a  faint  appropriation  of  tvro  Hun- 
dred 'thousand  'doHars,  wbeij  millions  were  JUiv- 
bihed,  upon  mi^rable, oj/^^er  boats.  The  Clerk  pf 
the  Senate  could  not  forbear*  a  sneer,  when  he 
read  rh'e  titie  of  tbe^bili^i^  tbe  retooile^siion.of  the 


self  an  annual  million  -until  the  work  sbo^d  b6 
accpiap^ished.  .  He,  would  forever  stand  up  for 
the'militia.  It  was  not  in  the  sco^<^  of  t.he  epau- 
lette, genuy,  who;  for  any  service  they  have  seen, 
are  'the.  r<im8i  miiUifii,  to  de^ra4e  them  in  bis^ 
eyes.,  Who  were  ibi^y  ?  Ourselves-^tke  coun- 
try. Arm.  them,. and  yon  are  safe,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  danger.  Tearly  did  tbe  sLtanding 
army  sweep  off  the  money,  while  the  mUitia  re^ 
eeired  empty  praise.  He  wOut^  rather  s;ee  the 
thing  reversed.  But  there  witi  fofever  be  a  CoMrc 
and  Uoantry  pariy.  The««tivQding'ar{ny  ia  the 
■devoted  creature  pf  the  Court.'  It  nlust  forever 
be  so.  Can  .we  w^def  tb«t  \%  sh.ouId  be  jcber- 
i$hed  by  its  master  ?  He  ^poJte  of  a'  tnercenary 
soldier,,  jn  terms  of  the  strongest  abhorrence/  He 
would  ever  uphold  the  miUtia  $  jind  he  detected 
standi ng  aJ^i^s,  as'  the  profligate  instrument)  of 
despotism,  as  the  blood-hojund^'of  hell.  They 
Would  sppport  any  and  every  ex-isting  Govern* 
ment.  I'n  all  hi^to^y.  he;  cemejhbered  pnly/ooe 
instance  of  their  deserting  ,ti|eir  Qovernmeat^Dd 
taking  |>art  with.  tb«  people  \  and  that  wai  when 
the  Duke  ot  Orleans  .had  bribed  .the  army  Qf  the 
la3t  of  the  Bmirboa  itings.  A  mercenary  soldier 
was 'disgusting,  tq  onr  senses;  was  odious  and  de- 
testable. CO  the %yd' of  reason,  republicanism,  aivd, 
religion^  Yet,  that  '*, mere' machine  pf  murder," 
rude  as  it  Ae»wa$ 'the  manuifa'cturer  of  ^U  the 
Cseaars^  and  Crom Wells,  .and  d3onapartes»  of  the. 
earth ;  consecrated -by  a  people's  curse,  90t  loud- 
but  ^eepj  tp  the  Jnfero^l  gods.<  As  from  the  filth 
of  thd'keqnel  and  cooitnon  sewer,  spread  the  |»es- 
tilencethat  carried; ha yroc^  thvilugh  a  .great  eijiy^ 
aa  from  tbife  .squalid,  outcast,  homeiesv  wre^hi' 
spriiDg  the  6c6iirge  of  military  despotism.  'And 
yet  wft'W^e  told  that  -^here^iv^B  no  danger  from 
an  army  of  dO^OQ&  or  40,000  met).  .With  5.000, 
Cssar  bad  passed  the. Rubicon..  With  221,000, 
he  fought  the  baitle  of  Phaxsalia,  wbich  jrend^xed 
him  the  master. of  the  work}.  To  coine  Jto  later 
time»— what  iituhber  had  Bonaparte,  when^  de- 
serting his  companions  in  arms,  he  rejlufned  a  sol-< 
itary  lugjtive  from  Egypt,  IQ  overturn  that  Cror- 
ernment,'which,-i/ it^had  possessed <0De  partible  of 
energy,  i£  it  had  been  possible,  for  .the  d?il  au- 
thority, to  copf}  With  military  power,  would  4iave 
cashiered  him  for  ha  vine;  ruined  ope  of  the  best 
a]>poiDted  fleets  and  armies  that. ever  sailed  fro  qn 
a  European  port?  Well  tnight  the  father  of,.f>o-* 
litical  wisdom  (Lord  Chatham  X say- to  .the  Fariia' 
ment  of  England,  "entrench  yourvelve$  in  parch- 
ment to  the  teeth,  the  s^ord. will  find  a  passage 
to  the  vitals'of  the  coastitvtion."  As  good  a  Re- 
publican as  ever  sat  on  that  floor^  (Andrew. 
Fletcher,  Of  Saltoun.)  had  dissolved  his  poHtical . 
friendsnip  with  the  &ari  of  SAinderland,  when 
he  found  him  suppof  ting  an  army ;  and  tt\e  event 
.jostifled  his  sagacity.  Cromwell,  the  aflected 
patroa  of  liberty,  always  ervcouraged  th^  efirmy. 


We  l;nQW  th^  copseqiienee.  It  was  a  fundamejit* 
•al  principle. of  free  Government  that  a  Legisla- 
ture which  would  preserve  its  liberty  must  aVbid 
that  canker,  a  standing  aroiy.  Are  we  lo  forget, 
as  chimerical^  pur  notions  .of  this  institution, 


xnean^  to  enforce  it.    Mr.  R.  had  proposed  him-    which  we  fmbibed  from  our  very,  cradles,  ^hi<;^ 


are  imprinteil  onour  Bills  of  Rights  and  Constitu-' 
tions,  which  we  avowed  under, the  reign  of  John 
Adams?  Ajre  they  to  be  scourgedxout  of  us  by 
the  birch  of  the' unfledged. poli tidal  pedagogies  of 
the  day  7  If  he  were  the  rnemv  of  ihi«  Govern- 
luenty  could  he  -reconcile  it  to.bis  pVinciplea,  he 
would  follow  the  example  >set  him  in.  another.  ' 
quarter,  and  say  to  the  majority,  ^o-to  yoorin- 
e vita bletiestruc lion  I  'He  iikdned  the  people  un- 
der this-Joint  operation  of  the  two'parties,  Minis'- 
teriaLandFederalj  to  the  poor  client  between  two . 
law yef s,  or  the  cloth  between  the  tailor's  ^hear^. 
He  was  glad  to  kf^r  from  his  venerable  friend 
that,  this  yras  not  to  be  a  party  war.  *  Whw  tl^ti^^ 
last  ^addition^lforc^  bill  was  raised^  to  which  this 
was  je^bout  ^o  ht  superadded^  it  was  an  indispen- 
aabU.  preliminary  to  atf  appointilient,  \o  sign,  or 
to,  promise  10  '.^ign,.  the  thirty-nine  articles  of 
the  preed  of  the  teigning  poIfticii4  church*  But 
now,  the  political  mill^tfium 'Was  at.hand^al- 
ready  ha4  John  Adams  and'Citizen  Qeoet.laid 
down,  like  thtf  lion  and  -the  lamb,  in  the  same 
fold.  And  if  they  were  iJot  -joined  .by  their  fel- 
low-laborer in' Newgate,  it  was  his  keeper'^  fault, 
not 'that*  of  his' inclination.  Citizen  Gentt^xyow 
an.  American  patriot  of  the  first  order,  who  ex-  . 
tols  *^^wr.  Washington  j"  the  chatiipion  of  the  * 
la  ws.o!  nations  J  the  vindicator  of  Atnerican 
rights  against  foreign  (and,  of  .course,  Frentih) 
aggressioa  S.  He  was  glad  lo  hear  that  it  was  not 
to  be  a.war-IFor  the  protectiun  of  manufacture?. 
To  domestic  Manufactures,  i0  the  true  seiise 
of'  the  term,  he  had  always  been,.and  ever  should 
be,  a  friend  j  he.  had  taken  a  pride  in  cloth- 
iflg  himsdf  in  them-  an tU  it  n^as  attempted  to. 
be  made  a'  political  t^.  He  ahhorreu  tests  'of 
idl^orts,  politicai-and  i;eliglous;and.n^ver  would 
submit .  to  them.  .-HJe  was  sick  iof  ibis  cant 
of  patriotism,  ti^bich  extend^  to  a.  man's  victu- 
als, drrnk,  arid  clothea.  '  He  had,  .frpA:!  a  sort  of 
obsfinacy  that  belonged  to  hittif  laid  astd^  the,ea> 
terno/' use  of.  these  man afactu res;  but  he  was 
Xheir  firo^  friend^  and  of  the  Manufacturers  alsq. 
.Thfey  were  no  new  thipgsto  him ;  ilb  Merino  hobby 
,of  tbe  day ;'  he  had  known  them  from  his  infancy. 
He  had  been -alipost  templed  to  believe,  from  the  ^ 
siiijilarity  of  chs^rftcter  and  avocations,  thajt  Hec- 
tor had  a  Virginian  wife ;  that  Lucretia  herself-^ 
for  'she  had.displayed>  the  spirit  of  a  Virginian 
matron — wa&  a  Virginian  lady.  Where  ^ere 
they  found  ?  Spinn^^ag  among  their  handmaids! 
What  was  the  occupation  of  a  Virginian  wife —  • 
her  highest' ambition  %  To  attend  to  her  domestic 
and  household  care^.;  to  dispense  medicine  aiid 
food  to  the' sick;  to  midis^r  to.  the  comfort  of 
her  family,  het/servants^  and  hej  poor  |iei|ghbors, 
where  s.he  ha<|  any*  At  the  sight  of  such  a  wo- 
man, his  heart  bowed  down,  and  did  her  rev^r- 
^nee.  •  Qom^re  with  such  a  being  yoar  gad-a- 
bo^t  card-players.    Mjr.  Ranbolph  'said  that,  if 
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the  Empress  QAieen  had  presented  herself  decked  I  honorable  senliroeot — but,  a  war  of  raf»ine,  of 


in  the  spoils  of  a  ravaged  world,  at  the  late  exhi- 
bition, in  contrast- witli  our  American  liiatrons, 
tiearing  the  triumphs  of  .their  own  ingeiuiity  and 
industry'^  we  should  havfi  looked  >U[ioo  her,^and 
aril  her  splendor,  with  scorn  and  contempt  Jn  our 
hearts,  although,  from  politeness  to  the  sex,  as 
gentlemen,  we  ^lOtild'have  suppressed  the  sen- 
timent. :  * 
.  Mr.  RANi)Of.PH  adVerle'd  to- our  situation  with 
the  Ihdians-r-to  the  syinptomsof  discontent  which 
had  .manifested 'themselves -in  the  South^  ars  well 
•  as  in  the  North.wesl.  What  might  grtjw  out  ^f 
the  late  occurrence  at  Savannah  ?  Were  gen- 
tlemen piTefared  to^ay?'  Was  this  a  Hi  me  for 
war  7  **But  we  must  put  on  the  armor  of  de- 
fence." -Was*  that  armor  ^  stafidin^  army  ?  U 
that  thenatufal  defence  of  this  coi^ntry?  Wo 
lfetide.U!n  if.siich  be  the  fact;  Br^d  up  in  the 
school  of  the  Revolotidn,  he  could  not  be  unmind- 
ful of .  the  coinsequenqes  Dfthaijvar.  In  resist- 
ance to  Britfsh  tyranny,  we  had.  been  driven  to 
the  use  of  means  that  nothing  but  jii'e  necessity 
■could  excuse — means  so  disgraceful  and  injurious, 
that  tlte  .Constitution  of  1787  1ja4  wisely  prohib- 
ited a  ftilure  resort  to  them;  By  our. paper  xfioney 
and  tender  acts;  by  arbitrary  impressments  and 
privatiojis  of  property,*  without  semblaflce  of 
equivalent; 'by  acts  of  violence  and  confusion, 
inseparable,  perhdps,  from  our  situation,  the  tone 
of  public  morals  had  received  a  rude  shock.  His 
worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Nelson)  needed  not*  to 
be  reminded  of  the  operation  of  the  legal  tender 
of  )vorlhle^s  paper  in  discharge  of  bofiufide'dehts. 
His  noble  father  (General  Nelson). had  sacrificed 
aj^rincely  fortune  at  the.  shrine  of  patriotism.  His 
w^s  ihe  old  fashioned  patriotism  that' sperit^  uoi 
made,  mdney,  in -his  country's  service— rriol  the 
Tpatriotism  of  this,  our  day — the  patriotism  of  of- 
fice-seeking, of  c^nttactin^,  and  conimi^sarying-^ 
the  patriotbm  that  quarters  a^  m^n*s  whole  fam- 
ily upon  the  ptiblib.  By  these  actfl  of  public  rob- 
bery, (for  they  were  no  less,)  the  public  morals 
had  been  tainted.  To  it  had-  succeeded  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  funding  system— .^a  nedessary  con- 
sequence of 'providing  Cpr  a  debt,' which  the  pub- 
lic beggary  had  caused  to  sell  ia  open  market,  ai 
a  discount  of  eighty-seven  jind  a  half  per  cent^f 
But,  in  this  operation,  the  .harpies  of  speculation 
might  plead  ;Hat.'  they  had  *not  actually  cheated 
the  poof  sofdierj  th^t  they  practisecl  xto  fraud 
upon  him;  .that  be. sold,  and  they  bought,- with 
their  eyes  Open}  that  they  only  took  advantage 
of  his  necessities^-as* yet,  they  kejJt  Within  the 
letter  of  the  law.    A  step  further  was  made  in 


pri steering,  a  scuffle  and  scramble  for  plonder; 
when,  like  the  dockers  on  the  Potomac,  we  shoold 
calculate,  at  every  discjiarge,  "  so  much  powder 
and  shot  for  so  niuch  garrt'e." 

There  was  one  observation  of  his  eloquent  col- 
league that  eould  not  he  too  often  or  too  strongly 
enforced.  That  this  war  must  ev^ptuate  in  a 
French  allicince.  We  must  carry,  our  prizes  (if 
We  took  any)1ntoFrenph  ports  forcoodeoiDatioa 
and  sale.  Our  vessels  must  seek  a  refuge  there 
from  porsuitj-or  to 'refit.  W^  must  come  into 
contact  Qpon-so  many  polivt?,  as  common  ene- 
mies to  England,  thac  our  teiriporary  disgust  at  a 
'French  alliaoce  would  wear  off.     - 

If  iia  1778,  wheii.  the  man  who  covered  the  re- 
treat of  the  miserable  rem naot  of  Braddock^ 
army,  ftbm  thi^  scalping  knives  and  tomahawks  of 
the  Fr,ench  ^nd  the  Indians.*  was  at  the  head  of 
bur  aVcnies  and  councils — ^ifat  that  day,  with 
the  ^loHes  pf  the  was  of  1755if  and  thcatroeioos 
massacres  of '  Fraiice  eind  her  savage  allies  ia 
/l-esh  rememhrance,  w^  could  so  spoa  orereome 
our  instinqtive  antipathy  to^ll  that  was  French, 
what  might- we'.not  now  expect  after  a  few  hard 
rubs?  ^  When  France,  too,  had  been  bermiited  to 
boa^t  that  to  her  we.wi^re  indebted  for  opr  inde- 
pendency !  'Sore  from  her  recent  ^efeau,  she  had 
lain  back,  she  kept  at  a  cautious  distance,  uolil  the 
capture  of  Burgoyoe  had  asserted  our  capacity  to 
oiaiutari)  our  resistance.,  I'hen  abcf  stepped  forth 
to  cripple  aviated  riyal,  And  had  the.  efironiery 
.to  pretend  tha^  we  were'  indebted  to  her  for  our 
iudepeftd^nce. .  We  owed  it  no  morfe  to  her  than 
to  Tom  P^ine,  t))e.  stay-maker:  But  if  you  be- 
come a 'party  to  this  war,  there  will  inevitably 
be  another  alliance,  'f  ou  wi^l  sink  into  the  arms 
of  Bonaparte. as.  bis  aily/and  awake  from'yoar 
slumber  his  abject  constuprated  .slave.  He  had 
endeavored  to  paint,  .yvith  feeble  hand  and  tiinid 
peucil,  the  aggressloas  of  Franee^biitformidablt 
as  was  her  eomity,  human  powers  were*ioade- 
quate  to  portray  the''horr'orsof  beririendship. 
■  He  could  not  conclude  without'  boticiog  the 
parallel  attempted  to  *be  dra^n  by  the  gentle- 
man from  'South  Caroflina,  Mr.  CA-LBpuN^not 
quite  indeed  after  the  manner  of  of  Plutarch — 
between  him9e|f  and  an  - lUustrious  etatesmao, 
(Lord  Chatham.)  ThegenUeman  had  been 
pleased  to  say,  that  at  the  mention  df  his  nanoe, 
Mri  Ran  DO  Lvtt's' heart,  bad  seemed  to  smite 
him:  It  had  indeed  smitten  him  :  from  a  aeosa-' 
tibn  which  he  trusted  that  geaUeman  mtg^ht ' 
never  feel ;  a|^inst  whieh  he  seemed  well  Secured. 
It  was  a  consciousne^  of  his  own  Unworthiness 


commenced.  The  ciaked  -granite  of  60r  foun- 
tains was  passed  b&\  with  decorations  of  imagi 
nary  corner  trees  of  bock-eye  and  wjttnut,  for  fer- 
tile'plains.  A' scene  of  depredation  the  tnost 
hare-faced  aiii  inrfaipous  ensued.  Our  name  had 
becomeahy-word  among  the  nations  of  tlie  eiarth. 
Nothing.was  \vanting  to  give  the  finishing  blow 
to  our  character,  to  top  th&  apex,  but  predatory 
war.  .  Not  fi  war'for  our  homes  and* fire-sides— a, 
war  that  might  generate,  or  call  forth  manly  and 


the  path  of  iniquity.     Actual  swindling  now  'to  sustain  the  high  duties  imposed  upop  him  by 


his  country,  which  the  recollection  of  thai  great 
maa^  name  h&d,  at 'the  moment,  called  up.  He 
felt  *hdf(n  bled  in  the  icontemplation  of  his  worth. 
Would  to  Qod  I  he  possessed  some  portion  of  his 
powers ;  that  he  could  borrow  his  eagle-eye^  his 
wrthering  look;  th&  unrivalled  majesty  of  his 
manner,  <the  magic  of  his  voice,  at  once  the  mn- 
^ic  and  the  thunder  of  the  spheres,  to  rouse  the 
House  Do  a  sense  of  their  country's  danger.  In 
one  respectjhoweTer, he  might  boast  that  he  pos- 
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sessed  some  qualities  io  cotniQOD  with  that  im-. 
mortal  statesman.  He  might  asse'rt  33  lofty  a 
-spirit)  as  unyielding  an  at)herence  to  the  delihei^- 
ate  coavietioi^9  of-  hi$  owi^  undersCanding,  as 
Lord  Chatham  himself;  who,  h^adse'  he  ser.'his 
face  against  corruption,  and  had  the  art.  of  mak-- 
ing  every  co^vard  scoundrel  in  the  nation  his  foe — 
coDcentraiing  upon  himself  the  "  rays'  of  royal 
iadigoation,  which  might  illumine,  but  could  hot 
consume  him }?'./ who/ because  with  intuitive 
glance^  he  penetrated,  re^olv^d,  aoil  combined 
every  interest,  of  his 'country,  Apd'  eaeh  design  pf 
her  enemies,  and  reached  his  object  *.".  by  the 
flashes  of  bi^Tnind,  whtcH,  like  those  of  bis  eye, 
might  be  fe|t,  but  could  not  be  followed,"  ^as  by* 
the  plodding,  purblind,  groping  policiciaiis  qf  the 
day,atteniptea  to  be  held  up  as  an  empty  dedalmer, 
ft  thea-trical  g^tioulatdr.  Gentlemen  must  not 
expect  him  to  quit  the  aiichorage  of  his  own' 
judgment  in  order  topur^sucthe  xgnxB  fcttui  that 
•wander  about  Goose  Creek.  Mr.  Sp€aker.  my 
heart  is  full— the  recollection,  of  that  matchle^^s 
orator' and  statesma/i  has  ^lled  me  with  unspeak- 
ably f\?elings.  ^  To  excite  them  there  was'up  need 
of  the  OFueland  insuriiop  comparison  which  the 
gentleman  frOm  South  .ckrolma  (\(r.  Cal'houn) 
had'  attempted  to  draw  between  that  gigantic 
state^maa  ancTtbe  pigmy  who  now  addresses  yoU.. 

The  •<|uesti6n  was  now  taken  on  .coocucrijig 
wii^.  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  thfir  agre/?? 
mant  to  the'second  resoliition,  which  is  in  the' fol- 
lowing words :  '     •  '..'.' 

"That  an  additional  force  of -^^^—  thouMnd  regular 
troops  ought  to  be  immediat^y  raised,  to  serve  for  thre^ 
jjtvn ;  and*  that  a  bopnty  in  lands  .ought  to  be'  g^^h 
to  e^oonrage  enlistknent.^' 

AnJ' decided  as  folio ws.c 

.  Ysii — Willis'  AlsConJr.,  Wmiitm' Anderson, '6tey- 
enson  'Archer;  Daniel  Avery,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,' David  Bard,  Jeaiah  Bartlett,  Burwel!  Bassete, 
'WUliafB.  W.  BI^b;  WilUam  «!acUedge,  Harmanue. 
'Blocker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd, 7ainee  Brack- 
enridge,  Rohert  Brown,  Willia^  A.  BurweU*  William 
Bntler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Langdon  Chevea;  James  Coch'i 
ran,  John  Glopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Le.vdtf  Condit, 
^iUiam  Ciawi^rd,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Deeha,  Samuel  Dinsmeor,  Elias  £ar|e,  James  Emott, 
WLUi^m  Findley«  Jame9  Fi^fc>  Am  Fitek,  Meshack 
Fran)blin»  Thomas  Gholson,  Ttibmas  R,  Gold,  Charles 
4vGoldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isatah'  L.  preen, 
Felix  Gnindy,  Boiling  Hall*  Ohed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Ayle^t  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M..  H^^nemtfi, 
Riehaid  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,PhiUp.B.  Key,  Wil« 
liam  R.  .Kingr'Abner  La^^ock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter- 
Little^  Robert  *Le  Roy  LfvfJhgston,  WtQicm  Lowndes, 
.  Aaron  Lyte,  Nathaniel  Macpn,  Q^rge  C.  MazweB, 
Thomas  Moote,  Arcbihald  McBryde,  William  MbQoy, 
Samuel' McKae,  Alexander  McKim,  Aranah  Metealif, 
Jamas  Milnor,  Samuel  L^  Mitdkill,  Jamea.  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thoa. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  WiUiam 
Paulding,  jr.,  Israel  Pickens,  WilUatn  Pi|^r,  Benjamip 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josieh  Quincy,  William  Reed, 
Heitry  M.  Kidgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jxi^athan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenszer 
Sage,  Thomas  SanAnbns,  Ebenezer  Sc^aver,  John  So* 
viet,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw^  John  Smilie,  George 
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Smith^iohn  Smith,  Sijas  Stovir,  William  Strong,  GeOrge 
Sullivan,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
dharles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R,  Wtfliams,  WilUam  Widgery,  Thos, 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright^llO. 

Na.Ta — Abijah  Bigelow,  Eli^h  Brigham,  Epapbro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittende/i,  John  Davenport, 
jr.,  William  Ely,  Edwin  bray,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Lyman  L|iw„  Joseph  Lewis,  jr".,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,. 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 'Pitkinyjr.,'Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Jojin  Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,-  Richard  Stanford,  • 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  'Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Ljeopard  White-^21^. 
*  Th^  questiQn  was  then  taken  on  the  third  reso- 
lution, in  the  following  w^rds : 

<*  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the  President,  na« 
der.  proper  regulations,  to  accept  the  service  of  any 
nbm^r,  of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand ; 
to  he  organised,, trained,  and  held  in  readiness  to*aot 
on  such  service  as  the  exig[encie8  of  the  Govemmei^  ' 
may  require.*'  '       '   ""     • . 

•And  decided  as  follows:  .         '^]* 
*  Ya AS— Willis  Alston,  jr^^  William^  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacbn,*Joha* 
Baker;  David  Bard,  JOsiah  BartJett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus. 
Bleecker,  Thonias  Blount*  Adam^Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William-  A.  Burwell,  WUliam 
Butler^  John.  C.  Calhonn,  Langdoh  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thotnas   \ 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Roger    . 
Daviv,  John  Dawson»  Joseph  B^sha^  Samruel  Dinsmoor, 
James  Emott,  .WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomaa^Obolson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Gotdsboiroagh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,'FeUx  Grundy^  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  J^cob  Hulty,  John  M.  Hy- ' 
neman,  ^ichurd  M.  Johnson,  Joseph'Kent,  William^R.  . 
King,  Abner  Lacock*  Joeeph  LefeveV,  ^eter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  LivingstOD,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron       ^ 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  McBiyde,  WilUam  McCoy^  ISamUel 
McKoe,  Alexander  McKim,  J^runah  Metcalt;  James 
•Milnor,  Satnuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jamhs  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
MoifiOw,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  ' 
Newbold,  Thomas  Nowton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  WiUiam 
Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam 
Piper,  Timbthy  Pitkin,  jr.,  BeiOamin  Pond,  Peter  B'. 
Porter,  iosiah   Qniney,    William    Reed,  -Henry   M.    . 
Rid|rely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rttea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberta,  WilUam  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  ' 
Thomas  Bammohs,  Ebenezer  Seav^,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert  jdamuel  Shaw,- Daniel' Shefiby,  John' 
SnSHie,  George  Smith,  SUas  Stow,  WUUam  Strong, 
G/9orgeL  QuUivan,  Benjiunin  TaUmadge,  Peleg  TaUman, 
Uri  Tracy;  George  M.  Trpup,  CJhaxiea  Turner',  jr., 
Pierra  -  Van .  Cortlandt,  yt.^  Leonard  White,  Robert 
Whit^hUl,  David  R.  Williams,  WiUiam  Widgery,  Thos.    ' 
WUson,Richard.Winn  and  Robert  Wright— 113.  . 

NjkTs-r-Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro^ 
ditus  Champion,  Jonn  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
Edwin  trray,  Richard  Xackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph- 
Lewis,  jc,  Eiisha  B..  Potter,  John  Randolh  ,  .Jolva 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Scuouel 
Taggart,  and  Laban.  W^c^^tof^^^^*  ' 
'  The. question  wa.s  ijext  taken'oD  the  fotiHh  ie%* 
olUtioo,  in  the  foHowing  words:    > 

>*That  the  President  be  authi^riaed  to  order  out  fiom 
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time  to  time. such  cfetachmeiits  of  the  militia,  as  ijri  his 
opinion  the  public  service  may  reqtlire."  ^ 

And  decided  a?  follows : 

Nays— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Acderson,  8tcT- 
enson  Archer,  I},aniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacori,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Joeiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  B.reckeh- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burweli,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  James.  Cdchran,  John  C)opton,  Thomas^ 
B.  Cooke,  Lei^is  Coiidit,  William  Crawford,  Roff^r 
]t)avis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  James  £mott,  M^illiam  Findley,  i  attte 
Tisk,  Asa,  Fiteh,  Meshack  Franklin,'Thom'as  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldshorough,^  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  O^ay,  Isaiah  L.  Greisn,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obe^  .Hcdl,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.'  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, itbbert  Le,Roy  Livingston,  William.  Lowndes, 
Aai^n  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Cleorge  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moorfe,  Afchibald  McBryde,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  Mc^Ciin,  Arunah 
Metcalf,  James'  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,-  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O*  Moseley, 
Hugh  Ndson,  Thomas  Newbo|d,  Thomas  Newton; 
Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jri,  Joseph  Pear- 

Sin,  Israal  Pickens,  William  Pipei;,  Timothy  Fitkio,  jr., 
enjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Williant  Reed,  Henry 
M.Ridgely,  Sismliel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roetne, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam  Rodmair,  fibenozer  Sa^e, 
Thomas  Sammons,.  "Eben^er  Seaver,'  John.  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Danifei  Shcfiey,.John 
Smiiie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong, '  George  Sullivan,  Benjan^in  Tafl- 
madge,  Peleg  Tollman,  Uri  Tracy*,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Lilban 
WheatOQ,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David 
Jt.  Williams,  WiUiam  Wi^gery,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Richard  Wifin,  and  Robert  Wright— 120. 

Nats — Abtjah  Bigelow,  EiijiUi  Brighan^,  Epaphro- 
dibis  Champioif,  John 'Davenport,  jr.,  Richard  Jilck- 
aou,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Lewitf  B.Sturges,  and  8am'ue| 
Taggart— a.  - 

Th6  qi](€stion  Was  then  taken  on  the  fifth  rtso- 
lutioo,  in  the  words  foHuwing : 

**  That  all  the  vesoels  not  now  in  serv\ce  belonging 
to  the  Navy^and  worthy  otf  repaid,  be  immediately  otted. 
up  and. put  in  commission*" 

*  And. carried)  as  follows^  \- 

,  Y»Ali— 'Willis  Alston,'  jr.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Sfte- 
▼ensoxv  Archer,  Daniel .  Avery,  Baekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah*  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledg^,  Hartnanus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breckenridge, 'Elijah 
Bqgham,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  John 
Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion^  Langdofi  Cheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  WiHiam  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuef 
Pinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  WiUiam  Ely,  Jamea  .fimott, 
William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Fraji.kUD,  Tho- 
ma«  GhOfiMHi,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charlies  Geldsborough, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Greeo,  Felix  Grundy, 
BoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU»  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 


Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  'Joseph  Kentj  -William  R.  King, 
^bner  Lacock,  Lyttoan  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WiUiam  Lowndes, 
Aaron.  Lyle,. George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
Archibald  McBrydo,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mo- 
Kim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  -Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Monow,-Jonathaa 
O.  Moselcor,'  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr^ 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WtHiam  Piper,  Timo- 
thy ritkia,  Jt.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  WilKsm  Redd,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,- Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  JoIuT^pane,.  Jonathan  Boberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammon^,  EbenasE^r  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybwt,  Samuel  Shaw,  Greoi^^e  Smith,  John 
Smith,  William  Strong,  Lewis'  B.  Sturges,  George 
Stilliyan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmad^e,  Peleg 
TaUman,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tur- 
'ner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Corthindt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  Willia^  Widgeiy,  Thomas  l^ilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and-Robert  Wright— 111. ' 

Nat$— William  W.  Bibb,,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  HuAy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^ 
Nathanid  Macon,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  iohn  Randolph, 
Wifliam'  Rddm^n,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  i  SmlRe,  Rich- 
ard StimfoHl,  Robert.  WhitehiU,  and  David  R.  Wil. 
liatos—lS.    • 

*  The  question  wa^'  put  froni  the  Qhaik-  on  the 
sixth  resolution,  in  these  words:' 

"6.  Th^t  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  mwpohant 
vessels,'  owged  exclusively  by  resident  dtizena,  and 
commanded  ami  nayigatetf  ioleiyby  tsUiztfns,  to  arm 
•  under -proper  regulations,  to  be  |»rescribed liy  law,  in 
self-defence,  against  all  Unlawful  proceedings  towards 
them  on  th6  high  seas/'    -   > 

When  (be  resolutjon  was,  oa  moiioD,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.'    .       . .'     «  ' 

l!he  three  first  reaolutio^is,  for  filling  up  the 
present  establishment,  for  raising  an  additional 
frumber  yf  regulars^  and  authorizing  the  aecept- 
.ance  of  volunteers^ services,  were  referred  to  the 
committee  who  feportod  them,  with  instractioo^ 

to  bring  in  biits  in  pursuance  thereof^' 
♦* .  .         ». 

>  ^^"^^"""^ 

.  .  Tuesday,  December' 17. 

Mr.  MoRROF)  fi^na  the  Cotnmittee  on  Puhltc 
Lands,' pr««ented  a  bill  directing  the  terms  on 
which  lands  sold  at  private  ^sctle,  and  that  revert 
for  a  faihire  in  payment,  ^bali  again  be  sold; 
which  was  twice  read  and  cpibmitted. 

The  following  is  the  bill : 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.,  Tiiat  no  .tract  or  tract*  of  the 
reserved  sections  or  other  publio  lands  of  the  United 
States,- that  have  been  or  mayliereafter  be  sold  at  pob« 
lie  sale,  and  whi<9x  piay  have,  or  sih^l,  on  account  of 
failure  to  complete  the  payment  of  the  puicbaae  mo- 
ney, revert  to  the '  UnitM  States,  shaU  hereafter  be 
sold  at  private  sale,  at  a  price  l^ss  than  that  in  vdiieh 
the  same  tract  was  aold  at  public  sile. 

Mr/TVit-LiAMs,  from  the  committee  app<}inted 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  filllog  the  ra^ks  and  prolonging  the 
enlistment  of  the  regular  troops..and  to  an  auxili- 
ary force,  to  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  to 
detachments  of  militia,  and  to  such  a  preparation 
of  the  great,  body  of  militia^  as  will  proportion 
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its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity,  asked  and 
bbtained^^  leave  to  lay  on  tiie  table  alt  .the  docii- 
iqents  obtained  by  that  committee  from  the  War 
Departmfin>t  on -the  subject  submitted  lo  their 
consideratioi>.---Ref erred  io  the*  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations*- 

Mt  Nbwtom  reported  -a  bill*  lb  deprive  in  cer- 
tain cases  ships  or  vessels  of  their  American  abstr- 
acter, and  to  prevent,  Upd^r  cettaiD  disabilities, 
any  citizen  of.th^  United  States  Trpra  takinfi^  a 
license  from  any  foreign  Pov^^  to  navigate  the 
ocfaD,..or  trade  witk  any  other  foreign  Ppwer.r«- 
Twice  r^ad  and  committed. 
•  Mr,  Newton  also  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  tbe 
ezportmibn  from  the  United  States^  or  Territo- 
ries tbereof/iof  any  goods,  Var^s,  or  linerchandise, 
under  the  authority  of  permtts  or  licenses  derived 
from  any  foreign  F^xv^er;  which  was  ttyiq^^read, 
and  .committed.  ^    '        ,  ,      ' 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  a  bi^  for  the  revision  of 
former  cx>nf]rmaijoi)s,  and  for  confirming  certait^ 
claims'  to  land  ixKt^e  district  of  ^askaskitf,  which 
waff  twice  read^  and  committed.  Tbis  bill,  was 
accompanied  by  a  detailed  report^,  which  was 
coDunitted  to  the  same  committee.   ' 

The  bill  from  the  Seciate  for  completing  the 
existing  Military 'Establisl^ment  was  twice  re^d, 
and 'committed.    . 

The  House  then  proceeded,  on  fnotionof  Mr. 
BLAGKt.ED<v:,  \o  consider  the  resolution  sOmmit* 
ted  by  him  on  the  13^h,  wWch  was  modifted  so? 
aar  to  read  as  foll6ws : '    . 

**'Re9oived,  That  tbe-President  ofttt  United  Btotes 
be  requ'estod  lo  pause  to  be  prejjared  and  laid  before 
the  House  a  system  of  rules  and  i^isgiilatiQns  proper  to 
be'ad9pted  for 'training  and  diseiplihihg  the  regular 
troops  and  militia  of  the  United  States/'  /        j 

Xhe  desolation*  ^as ,  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
Blackledgb  and  I^ivingstqn  appointed  a  6om-» 
mittee  to  present  the  same  to  ttie  President.  . 

Mr:  PotNDEXTCR,  fromthecommitteeappoioted 
.cor  the  13th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the. Mississippi  Territory,  i^de  a  detaued. 
report,  whijch  was  read  i  when  a  motion  was  made 
by  M^.  ^WaLLiAMS,  that  4he  report  be  recommit- 
ted 10  the  committee  that  rq>orted>t;  Which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mi.  PoiN&EXTfia,,  from  tbe  sam^  iommittee,^ 
presented' a  bill  to  «oitble  the,  peopld  of  thr-Mia- 
aisaippi  Tfrritpry  (o  form  a  constitqtion  aud  State 
^oyernmeot,  and  fo^  tbe  admission^  of  such  State 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori* 
gioal  Stat^;  vifbi^l^  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
taUted  to  a  Comouttee  of  th6  Whole  on  Monday 
next.    .         \    ' 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ^e  report 
of  the  eommittee  of  conference  on  the  apportion" 
ment^bil^l;  ^ ben,  on  ufbtion.of  Mr.  Randolph, 
the  furtjier  consideration^  thefeof  was  pbstponed 
to  to-morrow. 

MISSISSIPPI  tERRITORY. 
'  Mr.  PoiNDEXTER,  ffom  the  dommittee  to  whom 
the  said  report  was  cojnn\itted,  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  refec- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mondajr, 
next.  The  report  is  as  follows : 


-  The  comioittee,  to  whom  was*  referred  the  icemorial  . 
of  the  Legislative  Xltoancil  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  th&  Missi^ippi  Territory,  and  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens^  thereof,  praying  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Un\on  of  the  United  Staties  on  an  equal  footing  wjth 
tne  original  States';  and  also  the  petitioa  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  W^st  Florida,  sisUing  forth  their  desire  to  fee 
'annexisd  to  s^id  Territory,  for  reasons  therein  con- 
tained, have  had  these  subjects  under  cundideratioh« 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

That  there  has  existed  in  the  Miisissippi  Territoiy  a 
temporary  government^  founded  oa  the  ordinance  for 
the  government,  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
,  Ohio,  since  the  •eleventh  dayof  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  apd  ninety-eight.  That,  although  this* 
ordinance  Has  undeigone  some  modificatio^ia,  extend- 
ing^ in  1^  limited  degree,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
citisene,  it  still  contains  provisions  incompatible  with 
political  liberty,  and  unfavorable  to  a  due  and  impartial 
administration  of  jtifrtice,  in  the  redress  of  private 
wrongs  and  injuries.  'The  Chief  Executive  Ma^trate 
is  chargeil  with. the  execution  of* the  laws;  is  com- 
nyindex-inrcbief . of  the^  militia^  has  the  sole  power  o£ 
appointment  to'  offices,  civil,  and  military,  with'.n  the 
Territory,  and  the  removal  of  these  officers  at  pleasure ; 
is  vested  with  an  unqualified- veto  on  all  bills  passed  by 
the  other  oo-ordlnate  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  and 
is,  moredver,  clothed  with  the  odloiis  and  arbitrary  au- 
thority to  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  General  Assembly 
whenever,  in  his 'opinion,  it  shall  be  exp^ient.  These 
high  and  regal  prerogatives,  constituting  sonie  of  the 
-most  obvious  charftcteristics  which  distinguish  an  abso- 
lute monarchy  from  the  constitution  of  a  free  State,  are 
confided  to  the  discretionary  exercise  of  a. Governor, 
who  is  neither  chosen  by,  nor  responsible  to,  the  pc(V 
»ple'.  He  is  often  a  total  stranger  to  the  local  interests 
and  circumstances  of  the  country  over  which  he  pos-. 
sesses  such  unlimited  control,  and  is  ajccountable  only 
fi)r  malcondoct  or  cdrruptibn  in  office  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States.'  ^he  only  fe<^nrity  which  exists 
.against  the  frequent  and  wanton  abuse  of  these  powers 
ik  to  be.fodhd  in  the  mild  and  copcilistory  disposition 
uniformly  manifested  by  the  General  Government  to- 
wards itsTerritjories.  But  experience  has  shown  that, 
ia  all  colonial  governments,  officers'  Bitaateii  at  a  r&- 
mot^  distahce  from  the  tribunal  to  which  they  are  xe» 
sponsible,  too  .'frequently  "feel  power  and  forget  right ;" 
and,-  by  eluding  the  .vigilance  of  rigid  investigation,  are 
enabled  to  practise  acts  bf  oppression  with  impunity. 
.  your  comtriittee  forbear  to  enter  minutely  into  an 
examination  of  the  yarious  objections  which  might  be 
urged  against  t&e  present  system  of  Territorial  govern-' 
ments. 

The  above  summaxy  of  Execlitiye.  powers,  so  oppo- 
site i^  their  nature  (o  those  f>rinciples  which  form  the 
basis  .of  the  f^edeinal  Constitution,  and  which  are  trans- 
fused tbrongh  the  constitution  of  the  several  States,  is 
sufficient  to  vhow  that  the  people  are  deprived  of  all . 
participation  in  the  choice  of  those  who  -administer  the 
'laws,  anO  that  public  functionaries  are  rendered  inde-* 
pendent  of  the  community  whose  interests  are  confided 
to  their  management  and  discretion* ,  These  restric- 
tions on  .the  rights  of  the  people  can  be  justified  pnly 
by  tbe  most  evident  necessity,  resulting. frOm  peculiar 
and  unavoidable  circilmstances.  Your-committee,  there- 
fore, consider  it  an  act  'both  of  s'trict  justice  and  sound 
policy  to  advance  the  respective  Territories  of  the 
United  States  to  the  grade  of  a  separate  common- 
wealth, whenever  they^  shall  contain  the'number  of  in- 
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habitants  necessary  to  entitle  tbelp,  under  the  ratio 
established  by  Uw,  to  a  Representative  in  il\e  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  T  On  the  subject  of  population, 
there  exists  no  dMIicuIty,  whether  the  Territory  be 
taken  in  connexion  with  XVesC  Florida  or  with  ha 
present  limits.  From  the  official  returns  of  the  census, 
taken  during  the  suormer  of  ftie  past  year,  it  appears 
that  there  were,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,- the  num* 
bet  of  forty  thousand  three  hundred  and  fiHy-two  souls. 
This  enumeration,  it  is  alleged,  fell  considerably  shorf 
of  the  actual  population  of  the  Territory  at  that  tim^; 
and,  without  casting  the  mpst  remote  censul-e  oh  the 
officers  who  were  employed  •  in  that  service,  such  a 
suggestion  is  strongly  supported  by  the  vast  extjpnt  of 
country  over  which  the  settlemelits  aro  dispelrsed^.  It. 
also  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  progressiva 
emigration  from  the  old  States  to  this  section  of  the 
Union,  added  to  the  length  of  time  which  ft  wfll  re- 
quire to  form  a  coRstitutii^,and  put  the  same  in  oper- 
ation, afford  satisfactory  pledges  that,  .anterior  to  the 
final  admission  of  the  Territory  to  ihe  rights  of  State 
sovereignty,  the  numbeV  of  its  InliaMtants  will  amount 
to  at.least^  sixty  thousbnd,  wheteby  (hey  will  posses^ 
the  unqualified  right,  in  conformity  with  articles  of  ces^ 
lion  ttod  agreement  between  the  United  Stated  and 
Georgia,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqn^ 
iboting  with  the  original  States. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  presented  without  refer- 
ence to  the  augmentation  of  population,  which  would 
result  from  the' annotation  of  West  Florida;  in  that 
event  the  number  of  souls  in  the  Territory,  exclusive 
of  'the  county  of  Madison,  which  lies  ne&r  the  Great 
Bend  of  Tepnessee  river,  may  be  estimated  at  aboiM 
eighty  thousand ;  and,  from  the  geographical  si^uatioh 
of  the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  north  of  the  Iberville 
and  the  lakes,  your  committee  kki  satisfied  that  an  al- 
teratioa  of  limiti,  so  a8  to  include  the  whole  population 
between  the  Yazoo  and  the  Iberville,  where  tl^ey  unite 
with  the  river  Mississippi,  and  frpm  these  points,  re- 
spectively, east,  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  State  p£ 
Georgia,  would  greatly  contribute  to  l)|e  future  cottve-' 
nience  and  prosperity  of  the  people  wno  reside,  in  that 
country. 

At  a  very  early  period  afrcr  the  treaty  of  17^68,  be- 
tween Franee  and  G^eat  Britain,  by  which  the  lattei: 
became  possessed  of  the  Floridas,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  province  of  West  Florid^  wsb  extended  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  roquth  of  the  Yazoo,  due  east,  to 
the  river  GhatAhouchy.v.  The  Government  x)f  Spain, 
also,  when  that  Power  succeeded  to  thc<  possession  .of 
the  country,  by  conquest,  in  the  year  178 1,  continued 
to  exercise  authority  over  it  in  ihe  same  extent  which 
the  British  Government  had  previously  done,  i\ntil,  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  179$,  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  was  declare^  to  extend 
to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude.  Tbe  Gov- 
erament  of  the  United'  States,  by  the  treaty  Of  1803, 
with  France,  having  acquired  Louisiana  in  the  extent 
that  France  then  held  it,  and  that  it  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  3tIldefonso,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  .claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the-eountry  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
as  far  as  tbe  river  Perdido^  which  lies  between  ^ooile 
and  Pensacola. 

.Your  committee,  therefore,  conceive  that,,  insoinudi 
as  the  entire  tract  of  country  formerly  possessed  by 
Great  Britain,  imder  the  name  of  West  Flc^da,  and 


subsequently  transferred  to  Spain,  as  forming  a  part  of 
Louisiana,  has  (kWen  under  the  dominion  of  the  United 
States,  it  ought,  in  strict  propriety^  to  be  restored  to  its 
ancient ,  limits,  as  the  measure  corresponds  with  the 
wishes,  and  !s  caldilated  to  promote  the  permanent 
welfare  of  the  people  whose  interests  aro  immediately 
concerned.    It  is  assulredly  the  inctimbent  d^ty  of  ahe 
Genet^l  Government  to  make  such  a  partition  of  its 
Tarritdiies  on  the  Watera.'of  the  Mississippi,  as  will 
conibine  with-  local  advantages  a  due  re^rd  to  national 
polity.    These  essential  objects  cannot,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  b^  secured  without  a  suitable  di- 
vision of  tHe  -seacoast,  acquired  by  the  purchase  of  Lou- 
isiana.   It  must  be  obvious,  that,  to  confer  on  tbe  State 
to  be'  formed  j^f  the  Territoiy  of  Orleans,  the'  whole  ex* 
tent  of  seaboard  ^om  4he  river  Perdido  to^  tbe  Sabine 
.bay,  would  give  to  it  an  influence  over  the  commerce 
of  the  Western  catintry  which  might  be  productive  of 
the  most  mischievous  consequences ;  for,  although  the 
legislative  autfabrity'^of  the  State  could  impose  no  tax 
or  duty  on  articles  exported  f]:om  any  other  State,  yet 
there  ai^  many  important  regulations  which  would  ma- 
terially affect'  the  navigution  of  the  numerous  rivers 
';flowing  iiroujsh  this  country  into- the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
/ailing  within  the  legitimate  range  of  State  powers; 
among  these' tfiay  bd  enVimerated  the  incorporation  of 
navigation  companies,  and  appropriations  of  the'  pnbhc 
revenue  for  the  .purport  of^  opening  canals.    Thus,  by 
affi>raing  every  facility  to  the  t/ade  passing  down  tbe 
rivet  Mississippi  Co  New  Orleolia,  and  by  itilerposing 
vexations*  obstrilctions  to  the  commerce  of  those  riven 
emptying  into  the  Bay  of  Mobile,  and -the  lakes,  that 
city  will  become  the  ^emporium  of  all  the  bulky  articles 
of  agriculture,  which '■constitute,  in  time  of  peace,  the 
great  export  trade  of  the  Western  States  and  litinio- 
ries.     The  direct  tenddicy,  of  sHch  a  monopoly,  would 
he  to  raise  tbbcommercial  importance  of  Now  Orleans, 
at  the  sacrifice  of  the  best  interests  of  those  who  inhabit 
the  vast,. fertile,  and'  extensive  regiotf  watered  by  tbe 
Tennessee,, the  Topabigbee,  and  Alabama  rivers,  and 
their  tributary  streams,  besides  many  bther  important 
rivers,  affording  outlets  through  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory into  the  Lakte  Afaurepas  and  Pontchartrain. .  To 
guard  against  these  contingencies,  and  to. unite  a  peo- 
ple whose  language,  manners,  principles,  and  usages 
are  assimilated,  rour' committee  recommend  that  all 
that  tract 'of  country,  of  which,  possession  has  been 
taken  by  virtue  of  <the  Prasident's'proclamailDn,  bearing 
date  the  27th  day. of  October,.  ISJO,  be  added  to  tba 
State  .to  be  formed  of  tbe  -Misaissippi  Territorr,  when- 
ever the  same  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  airsncb. 
\  Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  express  their 
decided  opinion,  that,  where  no  Constitutional  diffi- 
culty occurs,  the  formation. of  new  States  on  ibe 
soutiiepi  extremity  of  the  l/nited  SCat^  ought  not  to 
be  delayed.    To  bind'  together  every  portion  of  tbo 
Aiperican  people  by  the  indissoluble  rord'  of  a0BCtion, 
and  to  perpetuate  the  intn^ity  of  the  Unipn,  are  oon- 
siderations  paramount  to  all  others  which  can  be  pre- 
sented to  the  vie!^  of  the  National  Legislature. 

Let  us,  therefore,  extend  to  every  section  ot  onr  bo- 
loved  country  a  ju^t  equality  of  righto  and  privileges, 
that  each  may-  ^njoy  civil,  poliiidbl,  and  religious  liber- 
ty, subject  to  the  control  of  independent  local  authori- 
ties, while  the  fostering  hand  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment shall  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  these 
blessings  from  dpmefatic  feuds  and  external  violence. 

.Under  these  impressions,  your  committee  submit  tbo 
following  resolution :  .    • 
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'  Retolved,  That  it  is  expedient,  to  admit  all  that  tract 
of  country,  bounded  nortiy  by  a  line  drawn  due  east 
from  the  river  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the '  Missia- 
,  iippi,  to  the  river  Chatahoueb'y,  and  down  said  river  to 
the  thirty  fixst  dH&gree  of  latitude;  thence^ along  said 
degree  of  latitude,  to  a  point  opposite  the  jriver  Perdido  ; 
thence  to  the  conJauence  of  said  fast  mentioned  river, 
^th  the  Ghilf  of  Mexicio;  and  tJience,  iaa  direct  Itn^ 
^through  the  middle  of  the  Lakes  Maurep%s  and  Ponf- 
chartrain,  to  the  junction  of  the  Iberville  with  the  river 
'  Mississippi,  and  up  sai<l  rivet*  to'  the  above  mentioned 
river  Yaroo,-  into' the  Union  of  the  United  States',  on 
an  -^^ual  footing  with  the  original  States.  r 

'  HULSiTIMii  DSPBNCE. 
■Mr.XHEVEis,  from  the  committee  appointed  6ii' 
tfiat  part  of  the  President's  Messave  whicfi  re- 
lates to  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  m&cle  the 
follow^Qgreportinparl:;    '  -.■'.,-. 

"  The  committee  to  whon^  wa»  cafen^'d  so  much 
.  of  the  Proiident's  Message pf. the- dth  of  Novepber, 
,  IBll,  pM  relates  to  •the  defence  of  the  maciUme  frontier, 

*  Mport  in  part,  that  two  communications  from  the  Sec-, 
retary  of  War,  whidi  accompany  thift  report,  which 
«rere  made  in  r^ply  to  tbo  queriei  propounded  oy  the 
committee,  contain  the  best  inform ation  on  th4  subject 
vtiich  tfiey  have  been  able  to  .collect.  ^  That  one  of 

.  Ihemoontains  an  enumeration  of  the  permaneni  ibrti- 
ficatioBs  which  haTe  been  coQiplete^  or  comiAence(}, 

•  with  rtqnarkB  on  tlieiroops  ikaeeaaw^  to  ganrifton  fhem. 
*  That),|wr*  thd'  compleUon    of  works  .^heAdy.cbm- 

jneneed^.no  further  apprO)priation  u  requisite.  Bt^t 
that  some  adcTitional  ftrorks  aia  deemed  necessary,  the 
-precise  extent  of  which  cannot  at  pment  hd' deter-; 
^nined  9  for  whiclT,  and  for  ebntittgent  olgeata  of  defence' 
•on  oar  maritime  frenlier,  in  tba  event  of  hostllikier,  the^ 
-committee  recoqoimen'd  an  appropriation  atone  million 
'•  of  doUan;  and  the  committee  for  that  potpOse  beg 
leave  to  npatt  a  bill,  entitled  *;  a  bill  making  AurHier 
rappropzuUion  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  <AoBtier." 

Mr.  Chqvbs  then.peseated  a  bill  making  a 
'  fwrcller  appropriation  for  the*  defence  of  oar  aar- 
iiintie frontier;  which  wai  twiee ^read  aod  eom- 
iBllte*. 

^  NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT.  ^ 

Mr.  CHijTfis,  fropi  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  ao  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  Naval  Establishinent,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

That  the  subject  reforred  to  yonr  committee, in  iti 


nortance  to  'the  interests  of  the  people  of  (his  country, 
oiasmuch  as  it  embraces  one  ef  the  great  and  leading 
■objects  of  tbetr  Government;  that;  which,  above  sll 
others,  laidthe  foundii^Qn  of  the  happy  union  of  these 
States.  .Ypur  cc^^mitteene^d  hardly  say  .they  mean 
the  prptection  of  maritime  comnlerce  ;  an  hxlerest 
^hich,  though  when  superficially  viewed,  seems  to  af- 
•  tet  only  the  Atlantic  portions  of  the  country,  y^t  really 
•aa^nds  as  far  as  the  utmost  limits  ef  its  agriculture, 
and  canonl?  be  separated  from  it,  in  the'  opinion  of 
jodrion^mittee,  by  a  total  blindnese  to  the  jost  policy 
*of  QoTernment.  .The  important  enginto  of  national 
4Mraigth  and'  national  security  which  is  formed  b^  a 
naval  force,  has  hitherto,  In  the  opinion  of  the  coAmit- 
lee,  be^n  treated  with  a  neglect  highly- unpolitic,  or 
«apported  by  a  spirit  ao  languid,  ps,  while,  it  ha*  J^ 


served  the  ezistencc/of  the  establishment,  'has  had  the 
effect  of  loadingflt  with  the  imputations  of  wastefhl  ex- 
pense and  eomparatinp  ineMdency. 

No  system  has  hitherto  been  adopted,  which,  though 
limited  by  the'  dispensing  security  of  the  times,  and  the 
just  economy  'of  our' Republican  institutions,  was  yet 
calculated  io  enlarge  itself  gradually  with  the  progress 
of  the  nation's  growth  in  papulation j  in  wealth,  and  in 
commerce,  or  expand  witn.an  energy  proportioned  to 
a  crisis  of  particular  danger.  .   . 

.  Such  a  ooor^  impolitic  under  any  circumstances,  is 
ttie  mofe  so  when  it  is  deqionstrably  clear  that  this 
nation  is  inevitably  destined  to  be  a  naval  power,  and 
that  the  vhtue  of  economy,  if  no  otiker  motive  ct^uld^be 
found,. would  recommend  a  plan  by  which  th'is  force 
nnist  .be  gradually  increased,  the  necessary  expenses 
diminished,  and  dnfability  an^  permanency  given  to 
the  strength  which  they  may  t>tirchase.. 

That  a  naval  profoction  is  particuiariy- secured  to 
thn  •interest  of  oomrmerce  by  our  gre^t  political  com- 
pact, is  prOYed  by  that  pari  of  the  ponstitution  which 
expressly,  gave  to  CongrMs  the  power  ''  te  provide  and 
mainti^in  a  navy/'  and  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the'  times,  and  ^e  particalar.circumsiancea  whidhled 
to  its  institution ;  but  it  is  alike  secured  by.  the  Atnda- 
mental  nature  of  all  Government,  which  extends  to 
every  interest  under  iu  authority  a  protection  (if  within 
the  nation's  m^ans)  which,  is  adequate  to  4ts  preset^a- 
tfon  'r  not 4s  this  protection  called  for  only  by  the  par- 
tial interests  of  a  particular  description  of  men  or  of  a 
particnlar  trket  orcount^.  A  navy  is  as^  necessary  to 
protect  the  nionths  of  the  Mississippi,  the  channel 
throdglp  vUiich  thei  produce  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
Western  States  must  pass  to  become  valuable,  as  the 
bays  of  the  Cheei^ike  and  Delaware,  mnd  more  ne- 
cessary tlupE^  on  the  shorss  of  the  Sastem  or  the  South- 
ern States,    •   .        •        . 

""  It  has,  indpH,  Usen  urged,  your  cdmmittee  ire  aware, 
that  a  Naval  Es^ibliakment  is  foibidden'by  the  great 
and  burdansome^eipeadituies.of  public  money  which, 
it  is  said,'Will  be  required  to  support  it,  and  by  the  in- 
abifity  of  the  country,  by  any  expeijditaye  to  maintain 
a  navy  which*  can  protect  its  maritime  rights  against 
the  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  4rst  objection  ap- 
pears to  yonr  cqm'mittee  to  be  founded  on- a  ^niataken 
asfumption  of  the  faotf  for  in  their  opinion  a  naval 
force  within  ^de  limits  and  nnd^  proper  regulations 
will  constitvie  the  cheapest  defonee  of  the  nation.*^ 
^  ..The  permanent  fortifications  necessary  to  the  de- 
JTence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Union  will  4Xist, 
in  the  'opinfon  of  your  toAmittee,  as  much  ahnnally, 
if  properly  provided  and  garrisoned,  as  the  naVal  force 
whicb,  it  is  oonfidently  believed,  on  the  testimonj  of 


aeveral  relations  presents  a  question' of  the  highest  im-    persons  competent  to  decide,  wotild'beamplf  snflicient 


to  prevent  all, attacks  from  reaching  onr  shores.  It 
will  thus  furnish  the^noM  appropriate,  adequate,  and 
cheap  protection  against  a  foreign '  enemy,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  be  perfoctly  innoxious  to*  the  public  hb- 
erty  and  the  private '  momls  of  the  country ;  dispense 
ahbost  entirely  with  a  standing  army,  -so  hostile  tt>  the 
geniua  of  our  free  institutions,  arid  remove  the  stand- 
ing vices  and  evils-  of 'ealnps  and  garrisons  from  the 
cities  on  our  seacoast ;  cherish  a  noble-  body  of  niari- 
'ners,%fao  in  hononibla:  peace  will  spread  the  sails  of  a 
prosperous  and. vivifying  commerco  on  every  sea,  and 
in  necessary  war  terribly  avenge  their  country's  wrongs* 
'  The  other  Objection  your  committee  suppose  to  be 
founded  on  an  imperfect  examination  -of  the  subject ; 
for  those  who  are '  best  able  to  form  bpiniohs  on  this 
matter,  vflokn  congenial'  pfofosaional  pnrsoits,  aa  Well 
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as  a  particular  knowledge  pf  thb  marine  of  Great  Brit- 
ain^ declare  that  she  cannot,  at  any  time,  spare  more 
than  a  very  limited  for.ce  for  th^  A;nerican  station  :  one 
-which  can  he'efiectuallj  resisted  by  an  establishment 
which  ma^  be  supported  by  this  Govevnment  without 
a  great  direct  expense,  while  in  its  effects  it  willgreatly. 
mor&than  reimburse  to  the  national  w<*alth,  the  sums 
which  may  be  drawn  from'  it  for. this  object <;  protect 
our  harbors  from-  insult,  our  coasting  trade  from  spo- 
Uationsj  and  give  us  the  dominion  of  a  sea  on  our  bor- 
ders which  we  ought  to  eail  pjir  own,  and  defend  with. 
oui>  cannon. 

To  det^  all  the  reasons  on  which  .this  opinion  is 
founded,  yvottid,  perhaps,  not  be  }r  the  pow.ejp  of  your 
commi^e,  who  are. in  pajt  governed  by  the  opinions* 
of  men>  of  experieni^  and  professional  skill,  (ofVen 
among  th^.  Best  grounds  of  huinau  faith,  but  not  always 
.  e^alLy  communicable :)  but  the  leading  facts  And  {f^ih- 
dpl^s  on  which  ^t  is  fouiujed*  tCreU^  plain  and  obvioi^s 
to  labor  under  this  <)UiicuHy.  The  histbry^of  aU  times* 
proves  the  inability  of  Qreat  Britain  or.  any.  other  Pc«w- 
er  to  station  a  large  force  in  remote  seas  i  for,  indepen- 
dent of  the  necessity  which,  always  exists^  for  it»  pres- 
eB6e  id  more- proxipiale. quarters, -oould  ^le  fprmej 
nation  place  the  whole  .of  her  thousand  ships  on  our 
coast,  she  would  be  unable,  in  a  stat^  of  hostility  with 
the  United  "States,  competently  to  suppfy  even  a  con- 
aidemble  squadron  of  .them,  for  anj  duration  ofthne, 
i^rith  the  least  iiegard  to  the  effideney  of  the  service, 
and  without  a  wasteful  and  ruinous  expensed  let  thoae 
who  hold  a  different  opinion  declare-  how  and  from 
whence  1  ...... 

To  the  defence  of  your  ports  and  harbor^  and"  (he 

Sotection  of  ycmr  coasting  trade  should  be  confined,  m 
e  opinion  of  your  commiltee,  the  present  objects  and 
operations  of  any  navy  which,  the  United  States  can  or 
ought  te  have.  In  this  view  oui*  ifdVaiH&ges  are  gte^t 
'  and  manifest.  Looking  along  our  extended  line  of 
coast,  from  the  northeastern  to  th'e  southern  extreme  of 
oiir  temtory,  we  discover  in  quick  succession  ports  and 
harbors  fumis|iing  in  abundance  e^ery  aapply  for  active 
and  constant  service;  in  which  to  odncentrate  by  rtxx". 
tnal  advice  and  informatio.n,  >Nrhic^  can  be  transmitted 
-with  the  greatest  certainty  apd  speedy  the  forces  of  dif: 
ferent  stations,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  detail  when  his 
▼essels  may  be  scattered ;  and  in  which  our^ships  may 
find  lefnge  and  security  wfaefi-  approached  by  a  force 
SQ  much  superior  as  to  forbid  a  combau  To  enter  jqo 
further  iiito  details,  it  is  obvious  that,  fi^om  these  ad- 
yantages,  thQ  power  and  efficiency  of  an  American 
Navy  must  be  double  its  nominabproportion  to  that  of 
an  assailing  enemy.  But  your  committee  beg  leave  to 
observe,  -that  it  would  be  unworthy  the  ma^nanrrait^ 
of  the  nation  to  look  only  at  one  Power,  and  -forget 
that  it  stands  in-  the  relation  of  an  independent  sove- 
reignty to  other  nations,  against  whom,  unlesf  man' 
change  hi«  nature  and  cease  tp  be  violent  and  unjust,  it^ 
may  be  necesitery'to  array  the  national  force'on  that 
element  wkere  the  injury  a^ay  be  suflfered  and  v^bere 
•lone  it  can  be  aveitg^  or  redressed.  With  this  view 
your  committee  have  not  considered  this  subject  with 
regard  only-  to  the  practicable  and  advisable  prepara- 
tion for  the  present  momentous  crisis,  which)  whatever 
itmay.be,  must  be  greatly  inadequate,  for  the  reasons 
aheady  stated ;  but  the  object  of  the  committejB  is  to 
leoommend  a  system  which  shall  look  to  futurity,  and  • 
though  limits^  by  the  present  situation,  and  means  of 
the  coontiy,  have  a  chpaci^y  to  be  enlarge  in  pft>per- 
tion  to  tlie  growing  wealth,  c6minerc^  ^tfid'pepaiatioa 


Your  committee  are,  at  thd  w^ne  time, 
inm< 


of  the  nation. 

notubaware  that  some  of  xhose  who  are  unfi-iendly  to 
a  navy^^ground  Uieir  opposition  rather  upon  its  future 
permanent  establibhroent,  than  on  its  present  expense. 
'But  your  committee  will  only  observe,  that  the  wisdom 
of  tbat  policy  seems  to  reach  as  far  beyond  reasonable 
practicable  views,  as  it  will  probably  fall  short  of  the 
attainment  oC  its  object  To  restrain  the  great  ener- 
gies of  such  a  numbier,  as  thia  country  possesees,  ef  the 
best  seamen-  the  wosld  ever  DeheM,  and  such  a  mass  o( 
tonnage  a^  Great  Britain  herself  has  not  boasted  more 
than  twent]^;  years,  ^ill  as  much  transcend  the  feeble 
efibrts  of  the  politician  aa  it  would  be  beyond  his  pow- 
er to  create  tnepi ;  they  are  forniied  by  the  high  behest 
of  beneficent  nature,  nurtured  by  odr  wJae,  free  and 
happy,  publiQ  institutions,  and  can  pnlj  pexiah  with  . 
thelHtter.   . 

Yepr  jcommittee,  however,  admit,  that  it  will  neither 
be  politic  nor  practicable  to  swell  the  Naral  Eatahlish- 
meny  of  this  country  to  the  siae  of  our  desires  or  of  our 
''necessities  ;'bnt  a  gradual  inereaae  of  Jt  is,  in  their 
opinion,'  within  the  most  Umited  means,  and  within  the 
obtions  policy  of  our  Goyen^enty  and  in  attiBrnpting 
this  some  pfesent'  addition  will  be  made  (too  little- 
much  too.  httl^  they  lament)  io  the  besi  strength  of 
the  nation,  and  as  a  inesifure- of  prdparatien  for  this 
crisis  bf  dan^r.      .    '  /  ' 

With  these  observation*,  and  with  a  fell,  detaiTcd,  and 
useftd-  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  re|dy  to 
qnestlons  ptopoand0d«  by  your  committed,  they  beg 
leave  torocommendi  thtft  a|l  the  ^easela  of  war  of  ttie 
United  States,  jaot  now  in  eerviee,  which  are  wwrthy 
of  repair,  be  immediatefy  repaired,  fitted  out,  and  pat 
into  actual  service :     . 

That  ton  additional  frigates,  aTerag^ing  thiity-sigbt 
gnns,  be1)nilt ;  that'  a  competent  sii|q  of  money  be  ap- 
'pmpiiated.  for  the  purchase  of  li  stock  of  timber,  and 
that^a  dock,  for  repairing  the  fessebof  war  of  the  Uni- 
ted titetos^  be  established  in  some  central  and  convex 
nient  place. 

They  also  beg  leave  to  report  a  biH,  entitled  •'A  bill 
concerning;  the  Naval  £stabliihment." 

•Mr.  CbbVes.  then  preaented  «.  bill  conceroiDg 
the  Naval  Eitablisboieiit;  which  waa  t^eertiad 
and  comiAitted.  • 

'      FOREIGN  RELATIONS; 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business. 

•  The  fifthi'resoluticD,  yesterday  adopted,  respect- 
\tg  the  Navy,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the,  :Wli<3^Ie,  lof  whom  -was  this  day  committed 
the  bill  concerning  tl^e  N^vat  Establishment; 
and  .the  roorih.  respecting  aathorizfng  the  Sxe- 
cutlye  to  call  oux  detadhnients  Qf  militia,  was 
referred  to  .the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relsdons 
.lo^report  a  bill.         '  ■ 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  (he  sixth 
and  last  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  in 
the  following  words : 

'<6.  That  it  is 'expedient  t6  jpermit  eur  mevchant 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  and 
commanded  and  .navigatcid  '^ely  by  citizens,,  to  arm 
under  proper  regulations,  tobc^  prescribe^  bjiaw,  in 
self-dewnce,  against  all  unlavrful  proceedings  towards 
them  on  the  high  seas.*'     '       ,- 

Mr.  WaiasT  moVed  to  amend  tbe  resoludoo^ 
by  addiug' thereto  the  following:  -    ^ 
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''And  ^t  if  attacked  by  any  Britiali.ifaip  or  venel, 
it  shall  be  lawfbl,  to  capture  and  bring  each  ehip  ot 
▼easel  into  any  port  of-tha  United '  States  for  adju- 
dication.'^    , 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  m^ved  to  postpone  the  further, 
consideration  of  the  resplqtion  and  amen^m^ht 

-  to  the.first  Monday  in  Mar^h  next. 

After  debate  on  these  moiiona,  the  House  ad- 
journed without  coining  to  a  decision  on  either. 

'    ^     •     .      WbonesdAy,  December  .18.  « 

M;.  Rbba  presented  petitions'from  Louisiana 
Territory,  in  favor  of  the  second  grade  of  Govern- 
ment.—Referred.    ,  / 
.  The  consideraiioA  6f  the  unfinished  busi'ness  of 
yesterday,. respecting  arming  merchantmen,  d^c, 

-  was  called  for;  when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ranoolpb,  ordered  to  lie  bn  the  table.     ' 

Mr.  PoBTBR,  from  the  ComoviHee  on  Foreign 
Rehitioos,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  from* 
the  Senate,  f^  compietins  tlie  existing  Military  Gs- 
fablishixtent,"  reported jhe  same  without  a'mend- 
ment.-^rCom milted  to  a  CoaimLtteeof  the  Whole 

,  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr«JE»NiNOS,, the- Committee 
on  the.  Public  Lands  were  instructed. to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  another  dis- 
trict, (of  the  disposal  p(  the  public  lands,  by  a  divi- 

'  aion  of  the  district  of  K^skaskiaj  to  report  by  bilf 
or  otherwise. 

,  Mr.  Macom,  frqm  the  Committer  of  'VV^ys  tnd 
Means,  presented  a  bill  allowing  additional  com- 
pe'asation  toxhe  Postmaster  Greneral ;  which  \)r'as 
lead  .twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to. continue  i^  for(;e,  for  a 
further  time,  the  .act  fixing  the  salaries  of  certain 
ofllcera  of  Grovernment  therein  mentioaed. 

BAirXLE  ON.  THE  WABASH. 

Mr.CiiMBBT  moved -the  following  resolution ; 

Betohed,  That  a  committee  be  appomtecl  to  i^qnire 
whether  any,  and,  if  an/,  what  provision  pugh]^  to  be 
.  made,  by  law  for  paying  the  officers  and  soidiere  of  the 
militia  Who  served  Under  Governor  Harrisoit,  in  the 
late  expedttion  against  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  to 
compensate  them  (or  the  Una  of  hofses,  and  &r  the  relief 
of  th(i  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who'  fell  in'  thiB 
action  of  the  seventh  of  November  last ;  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.       .  . 

The  said  resolution  w&s  r«Bd,  andordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.       /  '  -       .  ' 

Mr.  McKeb  mored  the  fpilowfng  resolation  :' 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 

be  requested  to.  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  such 

istformation'as  may.ie in  theposseMionof  the  Govern- 

'  ment,  and  l»roper  to  he  CQ^nmumcatad,  6n  the  Ic^ow- 

ing  pointa :  *       ' 

4.  Any  evideAcei  tending  \o  show  whether  .any  and 
^wha^  agency  4he  aufajeets,'either  pablic.or  private,  of 
w^j  ifofeign  Powe»,  may  have  had  in  exciting  the  In- 
diana on  the  Western  frontier- to  ^stility  against  the 
United  States ;     . 

2.  The  e^ence  of  hostility  towards  the  United  States, 
on  the  part  of  the  Shawanee  Prophet  and  his  adhe^ 
rents,  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the  late  cam- 
paign  against  them,  nnder  i|^  command  of  Governor 
Harrison;    .  *    " 


3.  The  orders  and  authority  vested  in  Governor  Har* 
risen  by  the  United  States,  ander  which  the  fate  ezpe- 
diftioa  against  the  Indians  was 'carried  on;  and  such 
other  information  relating  to  the  subject,  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  may  be  proper  to  be  commu- 
nicated 'to  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  ta  liex>a 
the  table- 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL,       ^ 

The  House  resuniecf  the  consideration  of  the 

report  of  thd  commit^iee  of  conference  made  OQ 

the  11th  instant,  together  with  -the  message  from 

the  Senat^adhering  to  their  Amendments  to  (he 

'bill  oil  this  i|fubj;ect.    (     - 

A  tpotion  was  made  by  Mr.  RANQpLPB^to  refer 
the  j)ill  and  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  negatived.  '•    -   ' 

A'modon  was  then  made  by  Mr«.  Fisk,  that  tjiis 
House  00  recede  from  their  disagreedient  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senium. 

After  mueh  debate,  thequ«9tion  was  determined 
in  .the  affirmative — yeas  72.  oaya  62,  as  foilowa 

Ybas-^ William  Anderson,- Stevenaott  Archer,  Dai^ 
iel  Avery,  ilzekiel  Baoon,  Joaiabi  Bartlett,  William  W. 
.•Bit>b,  Abi jah  Bigelow,  Hannanns  Bteecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elgah  Brigham,  Epcuphroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chit- 
tended,  Thomaa  B.  Cooke^  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  l^ly,  James  £mott, 
'William  JFindtey,  Jamoa.  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  B. 
Gold,  Charles  GoldsboroHgh,  Isaiah  L.  Greeiu  Bollmg 
HalU  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hynaman, 
Richard  Jackson,  jnnior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  K^, 
Lyman  Law>  Peter  Little,  Robert,  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James 
MUnor,  SamM  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 'Wil- 
liam Paaldin^,  ji-^  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr,, 
Benj'n  Pqiid,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Joetah 
Quincy;  Willidm  Reed,  Henry  M*  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  William  Rodman,  Bbenexer  ^ge,  TIkomas 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybot,' Samuel 
9haw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William 
"Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  deorge'  Sallivan,^  Samuel 
Teggart,  Benjamin  TalUnad|[e,  Peleg  Tallmav,  Vri 
Tmoy;  C^rlea  Turner,  jrt,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Laban-Wheaton,  Jibonard  White,  Williafn  ^idgery, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Iif  ATS— Willis  Aliton,  jr.,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, 
Burwell  Bissett,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount, 
Jame^^BfeckenHdge,  Itobert  Bro^va,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Wm,  Butler,  John  Q.  Calhoun,  Langdon  CheVes, 
Janfes  Cochhm,  John  Cloptoh,  Lewia  Gondlt,  William 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray',  Felix  Gruitdy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hulty,  Richard  Ifi..  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thos. 
Moore,  Vch'ibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee«  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow;  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Anthony  New,  jfhomas  N^ewbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen,  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
Xames  Pleasants,  jr,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  jpnaUian  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shelfey, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  George 
M.  TrouiJ,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  WaUaras,  Tho- 
maa Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn.  . 
•   So  the  House  agreed  terecedtf  from  their  disa- 
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greeroent  to  the  Senate's  amendment,  which  of 
^ourse'preraiU,  and  the  ratio  is  fixed  tit  35,000. 

Thursday,  December  19. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  two  petitions  of  sundry 
\  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  that  xhe  act  of  the  State  of  Maryls^nd, 
layijig  a  tax  oh  marriage  licenses  of  four  aoilars 
may  be  revived  in  W^shin^itori  county,  in  the 
District'of  Columbia,  and  that  the  money  thus 
collected  may  be  applied  to  the.  use  of  >*chools; — 
Referred  to  tte  ComiBittee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.  -•  • 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  atesold- 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
ratifying  and  confirming  i^n  amendment  propo^sed 
by  Congress  to  the  Consiiiufion  of  the.  United 
States',  concerning  the  acceptance  of  titles  of 
nobility  from  foreign  Powers,  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTEii  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: '' 

Ruotvedj  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Harry  TonHnin,  Judge  "of  the  Dis- 
'  trict  of 'WiiBhin|ftoD,  in  the  Minissippi  Territory,  and 
report  whether,  ip  their  opinion,  he  has  so  acted,  in  his 
official  capacity,  as  to  require  liie  interposition  of  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  this^  House  ;  and  that  said 
committee  faaVe  power  to  send  for  persons  and  paper^ 

The  resolution  was  read,  ahd  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  ^  resdiutlon  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  ^tate  of  Tennessee,  disapproving  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Massachusetts  tathe. 
Constitution  .of  the  United  States;  limiting  the 
duration  of  aiiy  act  laying  an  embargo,  within  the 
United  Stages;  disapproving  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Virginia  to  the  said  Constitdiion,  re- 
specting a  removal  from  office  of  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States;  disapproving  of  the  amend- 
menfproposed  by  Pennsylvania  to, the  said  Cod- 
stitution,  for  'the  erection  of  a  tribunal  to  deter- 
mine controversies  between  the  General  and  State 
Govermtnents ;  and  approving  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  said  Constitution, 
concerning  the'acceptancecrf  titles, of  nobility  by 
-  citizens  of  the  Uniteo  Sutes  from'foreign  Powers. 

A  Message  was  vecejived  froQi  the  Pl'esident  of 
the  Unked  States,  tfaDsmittingtwo  letters  received 
from  Governor  Harrisqn,  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, reporting  the  particulate  of  the  issue  of  th« 
expedition  under  bis  command  on  the  Wabash. 
The  Message  and  letters  were  read,  and  rjeferred 
to  Mr-  McK^E,  Mr.' Sevier^  Mr.  Bracken  ridge, 
Mr.  Morrow, 'Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Lefever,  and 
Mr.  Maxwell,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  House.  .  * 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands,  made  the 
26th  ultimo;  and  the  resolutions  therein  coatafned 
were  specially  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Risohtd,  That  pnovision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  the  appointment  of  commisaiOneriv  on  Iha  part 
of  the  United  States,  to.  act  witl|  such  commissionen 


aa  thO'  Commonwealth  of  Yiiginia  may  appoint,  to 
afcertain,  and  finally  determine  and  At,  the  Western 
boundary  line  of  tbe  Virginia  military  tract,  aecordiDg 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  condition  of  the 
deed  of  cessieto  from  Virginia  to  the  United  States, 
touching  the  military  reservation  between  the  riven 
6cioto  and  Little  Miami.* 

^e»olved.  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  bw 
to  preveiit  th^  issumg  of  patents  on  surveys  executed 
in  virtqe  of  Virginia  military  warrants,  west  of  the 
boundary  line  designated  by  the  aclof  Congress  of  the 
23d  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four.  ^ 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  event  of  the  said  existing 
boundary  line  being  found  by  the'  said  commiitionera 
to  exclude  lands  belonging  to  the  Virginia  n^ilitaiy  tract, 
the  said  commissioners  shall^  ascertain  the  quantity  tod 
'quality  of  the  land  so  exclud^^  and  shall  have  power 
to  locate  other  unappropriated  lands  equ«l  in  qtiantity 
and  quality  ;  whicn  lands  shall  be  liable  to  loeatioa 
under  Virginia  mflitary  land  warrants,  from  and  after 
the  — ^ — day  of <:  ,  .      .    - 

Ordered,  Thara  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolutions; 'and  that  the  Committee  oa 
the  ](*ublic  lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Op  motion  by  Mr.  Borwbll,  / 

Resolved,  Thai  the  President  of 'the  United 
States  be  requested  to  csiuse  to  be  laid  before  this 
House,  by  the  proper  ofiicers,  a  statement  of  the 
capital  en^ployed  in  the  Indian,trade  ;  the  amount 
of  annual  ptkrchases,  sal^s,  ajnd  articles,  received 
in  payment;  together: with  the  number,  names, 
and  salaries,  of^agents  empJoyed,  the  places  where 
staaoned,  and  specifying,  as  far  as  praeticaUe,  the 
state  of  the  trade  at  each  place  for  the  last  Ibor 
years*  ^ 

Messrs.  Burwell  and  Blebgkbb  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  it>  present  the  said  resolution  to 
the  President. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
sixth  re^lution,  rej)orted  by  the  ComiAiUee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  in  thci  following  words : 

"4J.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  6ur  nl«rcfaant 
veaMls,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  to  arm, 
under  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  in 
*  self-defence^  against  all  unlaivful  proceedings  towards 
them  on  the  high  seas./' 

.  Mrl  FiNOLEY.  withdrew  his  m<?tion  to  postpone 
ihe  same  to  the  first  Monday^  in  March. 

Mr.  WRitidT  withdrew  the  amendment  he  had 
proposed,  and  moved  to  str^i^e  out  these  words: 
*'  in  self-uefence  against  all  unfawful  proeeedings 
against  them  on  the  hi^  seas."  * 
.  Mr.  ARgBfiR,-^The  sixth,  resolution  of  theCom- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Kelatioiis  being  now  on  iu  pas- 
sage, I  must  express  my  sorrow  that  \  am  compelled 
to  obtrude  my  humble  observations  upon  the  fa- 
tigtied  patieiu;e  of  tl|e  House,  and  the  more  ex- 
hausted patience  of  the  nation.  As  i  shall  vote 
against  the  resolution,  I  feel  it- to  be  ray  indispen* 
sable  duty  to  detail  to  the  House  the  reasons  by 
which  my  vote  shall  be  actuated.  .Mau]^  honor- 
able members*  may,  perhaps,  conceive  that  it 
would  be  more  proper  for'  me  to  reserve  my  re- 
marks for  the  billj  \vhen  it  shall  be  reported  ;  but, 
sir,,!  have  ever  he|pit.to  be  my^sacred  duty  to 
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oppose,  eY4^D  in  its  incipient  sUte,  every  jneastire 
WhicU  may  be  ho^til^  to  the  rights,  or  danger^u^ 
to  the  interests  of  pay  country,  JeSt,  by  not  seem- 
ing to  oppose,  my  conduct  should  be  coostnied 
into  an  encouragement  of  such  a  qieasnre.^ 

For  wliajt  purpose,  sir,  let  me  ask,  have  we 
adopted  the  resolutipq  preceding  this?  Was  it 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying-  the  Government? 
Was  it  that  the  members  of  that  Array  should 
sheath  their  swords  in  the, bowels  of  tfie liberties 
of  t heir-country  ?  Wlw  will  impute  to  thix  body 
86  disgraceful  a  motive  ?  Are  you  about  to  raise 
a  9taiMltng  army,  not  for^-the  porpose  of 'making 
prepacHtions  for  war,  but  with  a  view  of  intimi- 
dattog  Gkvat'Britaiato  recede  from  her-unjust 
iivfractions  of  our  neutral  rights?  Do'not  thtnfc 
that  she  will  b^  hitimidated  by  any  preparations 
which  you  can  make,  however  formidable  they 
may*  be.  She  knows,  too'  well,  your  tsooduct 
heretofore,  to  believe  you-  are  in  earnest.  She 
knows  that,  many'ycars  ago,  yoti  resplved  to  re- 
sist, but  that  this  honofkbU. determination  termi- 
nated in  an  empty  fesolution.  She  knows,  too 
well,  that  you  have  j)een,  heretofore,  prodigal  in. 
words,  and  parsinoonious  in  spirited  action.  I  do 
not  $et  myself  up  for  a  prophet;  but"  mark  me,  if 
it  be  not  true,  that  Great  Britain  will  not  do  you 
justice  ull  you  carrv  the  war  oiK  of  this  iiall  ioj^e 
the  ieart  of  her  cwnial  territories.    . 

Under  the  firmtet  conviction,  then,  as  I  am., 
that  war  between  the  United  States  and  Oreac 
Britain — if  we  have  any  re&pect  for  our  honor  as 
a  nation-^will  be  an  event  of  inevitable  conse- 
quanee,  I  have  in  vaib  searched  for  tbe  reasons 
which  would  induce  as  to  aottjorize  our  mer- 
chaitt  vessels  to  arm  against  al^  unlawful  moles- 
tations on  the  high  seas.  As  the  resototiota  is,  in 
its  nature,  general,  every  man  muss  see,  on  the 
eoQtraty^  the  dangers  necessarily  attendant  apon 
tbe  adoption  of  stieh  a  measure.  You.  are  now 
cm  the  very  yerge  of  war,  and  Voii  should,  there- 
fore, be  careful  not  t'o^  moltiply-  your  enemies* 
You  may,  by  passing  this  resolution,  make  France '' 
your  enemy.  You  may  eolist  Derimark'an'd  other 
Powers  of  Europe  against  you.  This  is  an  event' 
which'  would  be  deepljr  'deprecated  ;  and,  vhat  it 
should  happen,  is  nothing  improbable  ;  for  your 
merchants,  armed  as  they  will  be,  in  defence  oi^ 
their  commerce,  may  select  t^e  nation  who  is  to 
be  your  enemy.  If  ihev  are  naoles^ted  in  their  com- 
nierce,  whether  lawful  or  irn[awfu{,  they  will  be 
disposeci  to  resist/  At  aay  rate,  they  w^U  be  the 
judges  of  the.  juacture  when  their  interests  may. 
call  for  the  int^rpositron  o(  force,  and  wilt  exer- 
cise .that,  force  aecording  to  thdrown  whimsand 
caprices.  Theyaail'oo.lbe  oceap  clothed  with^ 
national  aurhoriiVi  and  for  their  actions,  whether 
lawful  or  unlawful,  yon  wilt  be  colnpelled  to  an* 
swer.  Sif,  1  resjiect  the  highly  honorable  <?i;ca- 
pation  of  a'  merchant,  but  am  not  disposed  to 
carry  that  respect  sp  far  as  to  give  my  sanction  to 
the  adoption  6f  a  measure  which  may  Jeopardize 
the  peace,  and  endanger  the  interests  of  my  codn-* 
try.  If  this  resolution  were  to  authorize  an  arm- 
ing against  &reat  Qriiain, alone,  this  argumenf 
■would  have  no  effect ;  bu<  as  it  ^as  a  view  to  a 


general  armiiig  against  aU  nation!:,  thjs  reason- 
ing is  conclusive  on  my  mindrsnd  must  operate 
in  the  same  way  dpon  all  men  who  will^ive  the 
subject  a  dispassionate  consideration.  The  con- 
sequenced  of  such  a  measure  are  plain  and.obvi- 
ousk  .^6Wj  let. us  eiTamine  whether  there  exists 
any.reason  sufficiently  powerful  to  outweigh'these 
considerations.   '  ■       ..        .  "^ 

,  What  is  the  object,  apd  the  only  oiie  too,  as 
stated  by  the  honorable  chairman  t>f  the  Com- 
mittee^of  Foreign.  Relation^,  (Mr.  PoRTERj)<for' 
the  adoption  of  this'measure  ?  Your  vessels  will 
te  armed  and  prepared  for  privateering  the  md- 
pnent  war  shaft  Jbe  deciared.  .  Why,  sir,  do  you 
thjok  the  merchahts  wilf  believe  that  you  reatly 
intend  to  gp  to  war?  And,  If  tliey  doubt  gppa 
■this  subject,  dp  you  suppose  ihey  will  6e  so  re- 
gardless of  their  own  Interests  as  to  expend  their 
napital  in  Grting  out  privateers,  when  no  absolute 
certainty  e^cists  that  war  is  your. object,  or  ytjur 
.lerious  intention,?  U  would,  ceriaitly,  .be  an  ob- 
ject of  no  inconsiderable  moment  to  have  priva- 
teers .prepared  to  harass  and  disturb  the  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  rn  the  event  of  war.  If 
this  be  ypMf  object,  you  are  taking  a  very  Im- 
.proper  course  to  obtain  ir.  If  such  be  your  object, 
take  soifie  decided  and  energetic  step  which  wiir 
convince  even  the  incredulous  that  you  will  resort 
to  the  sWot;d  to  obtain  justice,  and  your  end  wjU 
syoon -be '  effected;  But,  do  not  depress  the  hopes 
of  the  nation  by  sanctioi^ing^this  tame,  imbecile, 
and  temporizing  system. 

Wh^t  is  the  spirh  ttat  breathes  in  the  tive  res- 
olutions which  ha^e  been  adopted — resolutions 
which  V^re' in  entire  accordance  With  my  feelr 
ings?  Is  it  not  a  sf>irit  of  war?  Do  they  not 
bear  a  hostile  aspect  ?  Are  they  no(  calculated 
to  induce  Great  Britain  to  believe  that  forbear- 
ance on  our  part  has  terminated^  and  that  we  are 
resolved,  unless  she  speedily  extend  to  us  full  and 
ample  Justice^  to  decid&the  contest  by  the  sword? 
Have^ou  anything  to  hoj)e,  by  operating  upoa 
fhe  minds  of  tb'e  riii'ers  of  that  nation,  a  convjc- 
tioA  that  you  are  'bo^siipg  no  longer  ?  If  ^ou  do 
entertain . such  a  hope,'!  praV  you,  do  not  adopt 
this  measure — a  measure  which  will  show  her 
the  fluctuation  of  our' opinions,  and  the  repug- 
nancy of' our  plans  ^  a  measure  which  .will  ItSl 
to>  sleep  her  fears  of^ war,  and  convince  her  not 
ooly)'or-yotir  indecision,  but  of  your  timidity  to 
unsHeath  your  swojd  in  defence  of  rights  clear 
and  undisputed,  and  in  avenging  injuries  too 
glaring  for  the  dignity  and  honor  of  a  nation  to 
aubmit  to.  AVe  the  wj^es  of  this  nation  to  be 
unattended  'to?  Ought  we  not  to  relieve  its 
anxieties?  Or,  are  Ve  to-  tantalize  th^r  .hopes 
with  energy  ia  one  law  and  imbecility  In  anotb- 
ei?  Are  the  merchants  to  be  told  we  will  pro- 
led  their  commerce  ?  By  "what?  By  granting 
them  a  right  which  iiature  has  already  ^iVea  to 
them  ?  Is  commerce  ^to  be '  protected  by  abridg- 
ing the  natural  rights  of^the  people?  Is  this 
measure  no  abri<|gement  of  theik*  rights?  Does 
it  not  confine  the  legality  of  arming  to 'resident 
citizens  alone?  Look  at' the  measure  as  yoa 
please;  it  is  a  dead  letter.    Is  this  the  period  of 
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all  others  to  be  selected  to  incorporate  unmean- 
-  iag^  laws  >n  the  body  of  your  statute  book  7  Do 
not  satirize,  by  such  aa  act,  the  manly  sensibility 
of  (be  people.  Do  not  paralyze  the  national  arm. 
No;  let  us  do  justice  to  the  nation  by  the  ado|>- 
tioA  of  such  measures  as  will  renovate 'the  de- 
pressed spirits  o/ ouc  constituents;  wbieh  will 
j>re?ent  them  from  falling  into  (bat  destructive 
and  deadly  lang^uor  which  this  resolution  is  cal- 
culated to  produce. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  (o  address  my  senri- 

.  ments  plainly  to  yrou.    The  people  are  becoming 

tired  of  the  indecision  of*  this  body.    Tbey  have 

read  many  a  fine  and  gaudy  speecb  wblc^  has 

been  delivered  in  this  hall,  and  let  md  say,  too, 

that  they  have  seen  much  of  bad  Vptinjr.'  It  is 

high  time  tothrow'off  a  temporizing  policy,  and 

'  to  take  a  decided  avd  energetic  stand — no  arming 

of  merchantmen  without  the  privilege  of  making 

reprisals,  and  reprisals  from  that  Power  too,  spe- 

^  dJUally,  that  oppresses  you.    Jlad  my  worthy  col-. 

league  (Mr.  Wrioiit)  not  withdrawn  his  amende 

ment,  I  would  have  given  it  tnv  san6tion.   I  admit 

it  would  ba?e  be^n  an  act  oi  war,  iandior  thar 

reason  I  wonld  have  voted  for  ir^  for,  in  our 

'    present  situation,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  el>*- 

listments  Without  the  adoption  of  some  siich 

measure. 

Instead,  sir,  gf  tbl^  resolution,  I  seriousijr  think 
that  policy  dictates  to  us  to  lay  an  'embargo  on 
our  vessels  for  a  limited  time.  Not  an  embargo 
of  Coercion  on  foreigi\  Ponders,  bqt  an  eoybargo 
for  the  preservation  of  our  property  which. is  now 
afloat  oq  the  surfdce  of  the  ocean.  It  would  pre- 
vent those  innumerable  bankruptcies  wbicb  would 
be  immediately  consequent  on  a  declaration  of 
war  m  all  your  mercantile  towns  ^  bankruptcies 
which  are  ti^t  only  injurious  to  the  bankrupts 
themselves,  but. deadly  to  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  for  the^wealth  of  a  nation  should  always 
be  graduated  by  the  wealth  of  its  citizens.-  YoQr 
merchants  are  now  sailing  in  every  sea.wkh  the 
productions  of.  your  soil.  We  shall  have  to  con- 
tend with' the  most /orraidable  naval  Power  in 
the  world,  aqd  the  moxnent  war  is  declared  your 
commerce  will  be  srwept  from  the  surface  of  the 
deep.  We  should  gather  in.  our  merchant  ships. 
Wk  should,  in  truth,  sir,  act  like  provident  bus* 
bandmen.  Letds,  therefore  go  in(o  out  unpro- 
teqted  fields,  cut  'down  our  harvest,  and  remove 
it  to  places  of  seouirity^  that  our  enemies  and  not 
.  ourselves  may  be  the  gleaners  in  the  fi^ld; 

If,  sir,  the. resolution- now  under  consideratidnr 
should  be  adopted,  the  wbole  system  will  form  k 
strange  picture.     Tou  may  touch  it  with  the 
master-pencil  of  a   Rubens^  it  will   still  be  a 
homely  picture,  iocongrnous  in  its  parts,  and  in^ 
the  whole  ungraceful.    It  does  appear  tor  me. to 
be  a  perfect  anomaly,  a  pleasure  which  can  .be 
classed  under  neither  the  general  head  of  peace 
or  war.    The  Lacedemonians,  it  is  said,  put  to 
death  all  deformed  infants.    I  trust  this  House 
will  be  endued  with  a  Lacedemonian  spirit  which 
will  crush  this  creature  in  the  deformity  qf  it«.| 
^birtb,  and  that  it  will  not  be  sufifered  to  hang  a  J 
dead  weight  on  the  nation.;  Thus,  sir,- have  1^ 


offered  lo  youKa  few  of  the  reasons  which  operate 
Upon  my  mind,  and  which  will  induce  me  to  vote 
against  tbe  resolution^  I  have  done  so  to  nreveot 
a  miscQnstruction  pf  my  motives,  and  tnac  my 
reasons  may  go  with  my  vote  to  my  constitoeais. 
I  should  have  placed  my  views  in  a  clearer  light 
upon  thissnbj^ctjo  the  I{oiise,  but  the  erobarns- 
menis' inseparable  from  one  who  .is  unaccustomed 
to  address  deliberative  assemblies,-  have  prevented 
me  from  doing  to  the  subject  that  justice  which 
it  merits.' 

The  question  was  jiow  takei»,  and'  decided  as 
follows:       '  •  .  /    • . 

Yc^fr^WilUs  AJalipB,  jim^  Willi^  Andenpa,  Ste- 
venaon.  Aischer,  Daniel. Avery,  Eaekiel  Eacon,  David 
Btrd,  JoM«h  Bardirtt,  WiHiam  W:  Bi^,  WiUi«iii  K. 
Harwell,  WiHiam  Butter,  JohaOioplon,  William  Ciaw- 
ibrd,  Roger  Davii,  Jo0eph  Desha,  Samael  J^imnaoas, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterpon  Gooclwyn,  Felix  Gniadj, 
Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawcs,  John  M.  Hjnemaa,  B. 
M.  Johtisoh,  Joseph  Kent,  -William  R.  King,  Peter 
Little,  Andrew  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitckill;  James  Mor- 
gan, Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby,  James  Pleat- 
ants,  jon.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  <4iiincj,  Willism 
Reed^  Samuel  Ringgold^  John  Rhea,  .iohii  Roane,  Jofaa 
Sevier,  George  Smith,  George  M.Troup,  Bobt.  White- 
hill,  David  R.  Wfiliams,  and  Robert  Wright--4e. 

Nats— John  Baker,  Abijah'Bigelow,  Wm.  Bfsek- 
Icdge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Adsm 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge^  Elijah .  Brigham,  Robert 
Brown,  John  C  Calhoun,  fipaphroditns  Champion, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran, 
Thofnas  B»  Cooks,  LevHu  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  WUIiatn  BIy,  William  Findlej,  James 
Fisk,  A8aFitch,^Mesliack  FrankUn,  Thos.  R.  Goid, 
Ohktles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Ob«d  Hall, 
John  A.  HaipeK,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jack«>n,  jan^ 
Abner  Lacoek,  Lyman  -.Law,  Joseph  Lefy^tr,  Josqih 
Lewis,  junior,.  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wiihuir 
Lowndeb,  Nathahlel  Macon,  George  C.  liaxveU, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  MoBryde,  Aninah  Mctcalf, 
James  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.Moseiey, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  NewtM, 
William  Paulding,  jUnior,  Joseph  Feanon,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Elisha  R«  Potter,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodmah,  Ebenezer  Sage.  £benexer 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  'Shefiey,  John  Smlhe, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  St&art,  l%]«i 
Stow,  Lewis  B.'  Qturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Peieg  TAflman,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, junior,  Piette  Van  Coftlandt,  jon-,  Lahan  Wbea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  William  Wldgery,  and  Thomas 
WHson— ^7. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  ACcKim  to 
amend. the  said  resolution,  by  striking  out  these 
words : 

^^  Permit  our  merchant  vessels,  owned  exdosiTely 
by  resident  citizen^,  and  commanded  and  navigated 
solely  by  citizens,  to  arm  under  propei  regulations,  ta 
be  prescribed  by  law,  in  ^If-dcfence  against  all  unlaw- 
ful proceedings  against  them  on  the  high  Bea8,''ibT  the 
pilrpose  of  inserting  the  following  :  '**  authorise  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  tJnited  States  to  arm,  under  proper 
regulations,,  to  be  prescribed  by  law :'' 

And  the  qaestiou  being  taken  so  to  amend,  ii 
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was  determined  in  the  oegntire— y«at  24,  naytf 
93,  a^ follows:  .   .  - 

Ybas— <WiUkm  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archeir,  Josiph 
Bartlett,  William  BUokledge,  J«lin  CloptoHr  Lewb 
Oondit,  Isaish  I|.  Green,  F^lix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Aylett  Hawes,  /osepb  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  I^etier  Lit- 
tle, George  C.  MsxweU,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander 
McKlm,  Anthony  ^ew,  Thomas  Newhpid,  Stephen 
Oripsby,  Samacii  Ringgold,  Qeorge  M^  Tronp»  Davhl 
.  B.  Williams,.  WlUiam  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats-^ Willis  Alstpn,  jun.,  Daniel  Avexy,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  John  Baker,  DaTid>  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  Bigelow,'HarmaniiB  Bleecker,  Thomas  ^kwit, 
Adam  Boyd^  James  'Brcickenridge,  Elijah  BriglKi, 
Robert  BrOwn,  William  A.  B^rweU*  WilKatai  Bntlet, 
John  C  Calhonn,  Langdbn  QheTes,  3f artin  CBIften- 
den,  James  Godiran,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  William 
Crawford,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Bogpr  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  'Desha,  WiUiam  Ely.  William  Find- 
ley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshadk  Frankliii,  Thomas  Gholsen, 
Thomaa  R*  <>old,  Charles  Goldsborougb,  Peterson 
Gdodwyriy  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  ]^.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  Jfcktfonjjnn.',  lUehard  M/Johpson,  Wil< 
'  lltoi  R.  King,  Lyman  La?r,  Joseph  Lefever;  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  WilHam  Lowndes,  Aaron  LyU;  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Archibald  MeBiyi^  William  McCoy,' 
Aranah  Metcalf,  lames  Milnor,  ^mnel'L.  Mitchill, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  'Morrow',  Jonathan  O.  Moss* 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson,;  Thomas  Newton,  William  Pattld^ 
ing,  jun.,  Joseph  Peatton,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Pipi»,  Timothy  Pitkinr,  jnn.,  JameS  Pleasants;  junior, 
Benjaipin  JPond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EKsha  R.  Potter,- 
Josiah  Qoincy,  Wdltam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Rldgely, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,-  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam 
Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sa^e,  Thomas  Samtaons,  Ehe- 
isex^  Stavcr,'Jobn  Sevier,  Samuel  ShaW,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey,  John  SAiilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith.  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip 'Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lvwis  B^Stur- 
ges,^  Samuel  T'aggart,  ^enjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg 
Tallman,  \Charles  Turner,  junior,  -  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  junior,  Labaft  Wheaton,  Leonavd  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson.  .  '     ' 

The  quiesCioa  wW  then'  tak^n  to  concur  with 
the  CoiDinittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
ofthe.  Uoion  in  their  a^reeteeot  to  tBe  said  sixth 
resolution,. as  reported  bv  t]ie  Committee  on  For- 
eign ReLaiioDs;  and' resolved  iaaheaflirmative^ 
yeas  97,  nays  22,  as  (olio ^:  ^    .        • 

Ysjis— Willis  Alston,  jun;,  William  Anderson^  Dan- 
iel Avery,  £zekiel'.Baepn,  John  Balder.  Jonah  Bartlett, 
AVilUamW:  Bibbv  Abgah' Bigelow,  WUKam  Brack*- 
ledge, 'Harmanlis  Bleedker,  James  JBreckeiiridge,  Eli- 
jah Brighami  Wm  Butler,  John  C  Calhoun,*  Epaph^o- 
ditOB  ChamfMon,  Langdon  CheveS,  Martin  ChittendeU) 
Ji^n  Cloptott,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  Wij. 
liam  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jnnior,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  D«shA,  Samuel  IHnsmoor,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Wm.  Findley,  Asa  Fitch^Meshacfc  Franklin, 
Thomas  Ghokpn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbo- 
muftb,  Peterson  GoOdw^n,  Isaiah  L.  (rreen,  Felix 
Gmody,  Boiling  Hall,  dbed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard' Jackson, 
junior,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WiHiam  R*  K^ng,  Abner 
LacOck,  Lyman  Lav^,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peler  Little,' 
Robert  JjO  Roy  Xiviirgston,  Aaron  Lyl^  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moor^  ArcBibald  McBryde,  William 
MeCov;  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jonathan  0.  Ifoseley,  Hugh*  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stq>hen  Ormsby,  Wil- 


liam Paulding,  jjonior,  Joseph  Pearson,  bfael  Pick- 
ens, WiUiate  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James 
Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,'  PeUr  B.  Porter, 


Ksha  R.  Potter,  Jotjah^Quii^cy,  William  Reed,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  dage,  .Thomas  Sammbns^  Ebenexer  Seaver, 
Johii  Sevier^  Samuel  Shaw,  J«hn  Smilie^  John  Bmijth, 
Spas^tow,  Lewli  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin TallmadgO;  Peleg  Tallman*  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  •  Pierre' Van  Cort- 
landt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wm« 
Widgeiy,  and  Thomas  Wilson. ' 

.  N4rs -^  Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  .Brown,- James  Co<%ran, 
Jacob  Hultyt  Joseph  Kent,  William  Lowndes,  Natha- 
niel Mactfn,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Sam- 
uel L.  Miibhill»  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  Roberta, 
William  Rodi^an,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WUliams» 
and  Robert  Wright; 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  hilK  be  brought  in 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  nnd  that  the 
bommiitee  ott  Foreign  Relations  do  prepare  and 
biring  in  the  same.  / 

..  Frioat,  December  20. - 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  New  be  excused  fVom  serv- 
ing on  the  committee  appoitited,  the  J3ih  ultimo, 
on  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Leyon,  who  wet'e  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  prosecutions  before  courts 
of  the  United  States,  for  libels  under  the  sedition 
lawj^and  that  Mr.  Grundt  be  appointed  of'^be 
said  committee  in  .his  place* 

M/.  Paulo iNO  presented  a  petiiiiui  of  Peter 
Landais,  praying  to  fe  allowed  and. pa  id  his  shllre 
of  prize  money,  in  three  veasels  eaptured  by  him 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  while  commander  of 
the  United  States^ frigate'  AlHanee. 

Mr.  P.  ^noved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee ;  negat.ived.         . 

A  n>e$sage  from  the  Senate  infbrmed  the  Houee 
that  tbe  Senhte .  have  pa^ed  a  bill;  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise  'an  additional  military  force ;"  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bill  was  read  twiee^and  referred  to. the  Com- ' 
mittee  on  Fbfeign  Relatipna.  .         " 

;  Tbe  House  resoVved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prevent  ttie  exportation 
from  the  United  States,  or  Territoriecr  thereof,  of 
fHiy  good^  wares,  or  merchaodisej  under  the  au- 
thority of  permits  or  Jicehses  deriyed  from  any 
foreign  Power ;  and,  after  somi  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again.  ' 

The  bni'  from  the  Senate  for  completing  the 
existins[  Military  Establishment,  was  read  the 
third  time  in  Committee  of  tbe<  Whole,  and. 
passed — yeas  110,  nay$  11,  as  follows: 

YiAs-^WHIis  Al8t«^,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Dan- 
iel Avery,' Ezekiel  Bacon,  Johii' Baker,  Josiah  Bart^ 
lett,  Burwell'BaBsett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  Black- 
ledge,  Harmanus  Bleeoher,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham.  Robert  Brown,  WilUam 
A.  Burweir,  William  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lang^ 
don  Oheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Johrr  Clo'pton,  Thomas  B.  .Cooke,-  Lewis 
CondiV  William -Ckawfofd,  Roger  Davis,  Johh  Daw- 
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«oii,  Joseph  Deaba,  Suniml  PuDsmoor,  Klits  Sarle; 
William  •  Findley,  Jam^  Fiak,  Asa  Pitel^  Meahack 
Franklin,  Tbomoa  Gholcon,'Thomaa.R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldaborough.  Peterson  Goodwyn*  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
FeUx  Grundy,  BoltingHalT,  Obed  tfaH,  John  A.  Har- 
per,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M*  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  Ji.  King^,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  ^y 
Livingston,  WilHahi  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, -Nathaniel 

.  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  ias. 
Morgan,.  Jeremiah  Monow,  Jonatb&n  O.  Moseley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  N'ewbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  Stephen  -Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  juniox, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Rper,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  juniof,  Jamea  Pleasants,  jumOr,' Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  iosiah  Quincy,  William  ReOd, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas 
Sammons;  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Johii  Seyier,  Ahpi  Bey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffc^,  John  ^ifflne,  Geo. 
Smith,  John'Smith,  Philip  Stuaj-t,  Silas  Stow,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 'Geotge  K. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
junior,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  William 

•  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wfi^t; 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  Bpaphroditus 
Champion,  John  Davenport,  junior,*  William  Cly,  Ly- 
,man  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Elisha  J{.  Potter,, 
Richard  Stanford,'  L^wis  B.  StuVges,'  and  Labaa 
Wheaton.  ^  '     T 


Saturday,  December  21, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the ^iotase  pro- 
ceeded totsonsider  thti  resolutioD-submitted  by  j^irn 
OR  the  19iii  inslant;  when,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  the 
resolution,  and  moved  that  the  letter  of  CojBries 
Megd,  Speaker  oT  thei  House  of  Represedtatives 
of  the  Mrssissippi  Territory,  with  the  present- 
ment of  jhe  grand  jury  of  Baldwin  county,  in 
said  Territory,  agaiDst  Harry  Touimiii,  Jodge  of 
the  SuK>erier  Coorr  of  Washington  District,  he  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report- 
thereon  to  Ihe  House  :  which  was  agreed  to,  tfnd 

Messrs.  PoiNDEXTfiR,  6lRB,  RhBA,  CALHOUEt,  Ta- 
LtAFBRRO,  BI6ELOW,  and    CflAMPION,    WCfC     ^p- 

poioted  the  comilAittee. 

'  STATUTES  OP  LIMITATION. 

Mr.  GaoLsoFf,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
who  were  in'struicted  by  a  resolution  of.tbe  House 
of  the  11th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  suspending  tbe.  various  acts  of 
limitation,  ^o. far  as  tbey  operate  to. bar  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  descriptiops  of  claims,  made  'a 
report  thereon. — Referred. to  the  -Committee  of 
the  Whole  on,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on-  the  petition  of  Rees  Nacna  and 
others.    The  .report  ia  as  follows: 

"That  they  have  bestowed  on  the  reaolntion.  that  fuH 
conaideratioB  to  which  it  waa  entitled.  Thejr  felt,  on* 
the  one  han^,  sincere  iolicitude  to  devise  some  just  and 
adequate  nethod  of  aatisfying  the  claime-  in  question ; 
while,  on  the  other»  they  w6re  forcibly  atruck  with  the 
unavoidable  .scenes  of  jqpeculation  and  fraud  which 
'woul4.en89e  the  repeal  or  auspeaaiion  of  an j  of  the 


acts  of  liaitation,  whereby  those  daima  are  barred.  If 
the  old  soldier,  his  widow,  or  his  orphan,  were  alone  le 
be  benefited  by  such' auspenaion,  your  committee  woukl 
not  hesitiite  to  recotnoaend  it.  Past,  experience,  hov- 
ever,  hath  evidently  ahown  that  aimilar  legislatite  in- 
dulgences have  enured  almost  exclusively  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  unprincipled  speculator,  and  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  the  ignorance  asul  sabaist  open  tbe 
mirfortunes  of  others.  •  We  have  innum^rabre  exam- 
ples of  the  (ruth  of  this  positionj  in  the  coosequences 
that  resulted  not  only  from  the  various  sa^peDsiotit  of 
these'  acts  .whioh  have  hitherto  taken  ptaee^  but  men 
eppecially  frOb  the  adoption  of  the  Tundiog  System. 
It  18  deemed  unneoesaaryrto  enlarge  upon  i&e  conse- 
qutoces ;.  thfliy  are  toe  welf  knowm 

Although  acommunication  received  from  the  Treas- 
ury at  a  fom\er  aession  hojds  out  an  o|Hnion  that  there 
are  in  the  possession  of  that  Department  soffideat 
checka  and  guards  to  protect  tbe  United  States  froB 
imposition  and  fraud  in  the  payment  of  a  certain  put 
.of  those  claims^  the  committee  are  difbrenilj  imprasB- 
ed.  They  have  seen- -a  transcript  from  the  books  of 
the  Traasucy,  published  to  the  world,  exhibiting  the 
names  of.  a  certain  class  of  claimanta;  and  to  sap- 
pose  that  ft  facility  of  this  kin^t  thus  offeced  to  specu- 
lative artifice  and  management,  would  not  be  seised 
upon  and  used  by  the  ppeculator.  to  impose  upon  Gov- 
ern'meut,  is  to  suppose  a  thing  .contraiy  to  ail  experi- 
ence. The  committee  feel  thlNnselves  by  no  means 
able  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  a  joat  dais 
liquidated  and  a  just  one  anliquidated ;  and  to  attempt 
tbe  invid^us  task  of  distinction  in'  point  of  merit, 
wh^re  tl^ere  can  bo  no  difierenee,  and  to  open  the 
statutes  of  Upntation  in  order  to  relieve  a  part  or  a  few 
tavorfte  classes  of  claims,  does  not  comport,  in  the 
view  of  your  committee,  with  any  principle  of  fairness, 
or  with  that  equarsystetti  of  distributive  justice  whidi 
ought  to  be  dispensed  toward  all.  ^|^^>>  ^^^^  ^<  * 
retrospective  view  of  the  aubjeet,  and  nnd  that  most  of 
thos^  statutes  w^re  firat  passed  hi  the  times  and  under 
the  patriot  counsels  o(  .the  o\^  Congress,  and  that  the 
mere  general  one  which  took  effect  in  1794  was  passed 
qnder  thff  Administration  of  General  Waalungtoo,whB 
was  himself  the  chief  of  sofdiers  as  he  was  the  chief  of 
their  patrons  and  friends  in  every  station ;  but  be  was 
equally  the  friend  pf  his  country,  and  gave  that  act  the 
sanction  of  his  ilame,  hs  founded,  at  least,  hi  a  poiiey  of 
gene/al  justice  and  right,  ^hieh  the  Govemraent  bad 
been  at  length  obliged  to  resort  to  and  maintain  in  aelf- 
diefsnoe ;  that  every  Congress  since  has  invaiiably  ad- 
hered to  the  general  policy  of  those  lawa ;  and,  after 
tUe  lap$e  of  so  many  years,  when  the  'difiScnlty  of  dobg 
jostipe  has  increased  with'  the  increase  of  tfne,  and 
when  a  partial  repeal  would  but  tend  to  In^veaae  the 
discontent  and  dissatisfaction'  of  evefy  class  of  daim- 
,ants  which  should  remain  unprovided  for,  the  commit- 
tee eanaot,  ff«tA  any  view  they  hevi/  been  aUe  to  take 
of^the  su'bject,  recon^mend  the  repeal  or  sospensHm  of 
any  «f  those  statutes.  They  would,  therefore,  beg 
leave  \o  sttbiatt  the  following  resolution ; 

Hesohed,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  or  eos- 
pend  any  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  whereby  the  afofe- 
said  descriptions  of  claims  are  barred.. 

l^he  report  was'ordered  to  lie  00  the  table. 

BULKS  AND  ORDERS* 

Tbe  House  reso'Ued  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  report  of  .the  select  committee 

apppinted  to  prepare  auch  Staadiog  Rules  and 

Of  dera  of  P>Q<ftediag  as  are  pri^per  to  be  obserred 
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therein.  The*  Commi^tfee  rose',  and  reported  their' 
agreemeat  to  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  Proceeding 
as  contained  thereim,  with  several  amendments ; 
all  of  wbicli  were  severally  concurred  iii  by  the 
House.  •     ■     V  •     .  .   - 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lacock  to  amend 
the  said  Rules  by  striking  Qut  these  word^:  **tte 

*  shall  {meaning  the  SpeAker)  have  th^  right  tcT 
^name  ftny  mecnber  to  perform  the  duties'of  the 
'  Chair,  but  such  substitutit)n  shall  pot  extend  be- 
^  yo'nd  an  adjournment ;"  turhich  was  determined 
in  the  negaiive.         '  ".       ' 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  amend  the  said  Rules 
by  adding^  to  the  last  paragraph,  relating  to. the 
previous  questioojthe  words  following:  ".If  the 
^previous  question  be  decided  affirmatively,  every 

*  meniber,  wt^o  shall  not  have  spoket),  shall  have 
'  a '  ri<rht   to  speak  oliee  upon  the  main  q'ues- 

After  debate'  thereon,  ao  adjournment  wtis  calU 
ed  for,  'bnd  c)Birried'. 


'  MoN^DAT,  December' 23. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  presented  «  petition  of  sundry  man-^ 
ufaeturer^  of  bar.  iron^  castings,  nails,  d&c,  in  the' 
StatQ  of  ^New  Jersey,  praying  that  the  importa- 
tion of  iron  from  foreign  countries  may  be  pro- 
hibited, or'thsK  additional  duties  may  be  laid' on 
the  importation  ^hereof.— »Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures.        .      ' 

Mr.'  PoRTEjt  presented  a  petition  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the.Btate  of  New  York,  praying 
the  co-operation  and  aid  of  Congress  in  opening 
"a  canal  naTigntion  between  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Hudson's  river."-rReferTed  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, the  seventh  instant,- on  thepetition'of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Canal  Com- 
pany of  Pennsylvania;  and  th^t  Messrs.  Porter, 

bARTLETT,  BrIOHAM,  JaO^I^ON,  M,0;35t/fiY,    HtJF*- 

TT,  Strong,  Pickens,  Williams,  JflAtL  oflGeor; 
gift.  Or M SET,  Grundy,  Morrow,  and  Bard,  be 
added  to7lie« said  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presidcfnt'of 
the  United  States  communicatinjg  copies  of  an 
act  of  the. Legislature  of  New  York,  relating  to' 
a  canal  from  the  great,  lakes  to  Hudson  rivers- 
Referred,  dbe.  '  '        . 

Mr.  Gh OLSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  -petition  of 
Joseph  WheatoD  ;  which -was  concurred  in,  and 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
and  accompanying  documents. 

IMPORTS,. TONNAGE,. &e.  . 

On  mdtiOR  of  Mr.  Pitkut, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement- 
of  the  several  banks  in  which  tM  public  m'oney. 
is  deposited,  and'ihe  amount  which  is  designated 
to  each  bank,  together  with  the  ffreaiest  amount 
that  has  been  depdsited  in  each  bank  at  any  one 
period,  since  the  fourth  day  of  Marefar,  'Anno 
Dbniini  1811  ;'Bnd,  also,  the  Amount  deposited  in 
each  bank  on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  Anno 
Dnrnini  1811 ;  and  he  i»  also  directed  to^inf<^rm 


thi^  House  on  what  terms,  under  what  authority, 
and  on  what  security,  such  depositee  are  made. 

A  motion  w.as  then  made  by  Mr.  PiTitix,  that 
the  House  do  cometo  the  following  resolutions : . 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amoant,  in  valiife,  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
United  States,  for  each  ybsri  fi'om  the  fourth  of  March, 
Anno  Domini  1789,  to. the  close  of  the  year  Anno- 
Domini  1810,  aa  far  as  practicable ;  distingpuishing  the 
imports  and  exerts  of  each  State  and  Territory  ;  also, 
distinguishing  the  value  of  the  exports  o(  domestic  ' 
productions  from  those  of-  foreign. ' 
'  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
direct^  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  qf  the 
district  tonnage. of  the.  United  States,  '^ithin  each 
*  State  and  Territory ». for  each  year,  frokn  the  fourth  of 
March,  Anno  Domini  1789,  to  the'  dose  of  the  year. 
18 10,, distinguishing,  i^'far.,a8  practicable,  the  amount 
employed  in  foreign  trade,  the  coasting  trade,  and  in  ' 
the  fisheries';  also,  a/Statement  o(  the  foreign  tonnage 
employed  in  the  trade,  oif  the  United  States,  for  each 
year,  dunng  the  same  period.  • 

3.  Resolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the. 
gross  .and  net  amdfint  of  duties  pn  imports  and  ton- . 
nage  within  each  Stat^  .apd-  Territory,  in  each  year, 
jrom  the  fourth  of  March,  Anno  Domini  1789,  to  the 
close  of  the  year  1810, with  the  pharges  of  collection^ 
together  with  the  amount  of  dra^^backs  for  each  Veat« 
lin  each  State,  during  the  aame  period- 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and. the  first. con^ 
curi'ed  in  by  the  Housej  and  the  seoond  and  third 
ordered  to  lie  od,  the  table. 

lUJLES  AND  ORDERS.-.  . 
The  Hause  resumed  the  consideration  of.  tbe 
unfinished  business,  of  Saturday.    The  amend- 
ment  proposed  by  }At,  Nbi«son  being  again  read, 
as  fpUbws :      •  . 

^  That  when  the  previous  question  is  ordered  to  be 
taken,  upon  die  main  questioii  being  pnt,  every  mem- 
ber, v^o  has  not  aheady  spoken,  shall  have  liberty  to 
speak  once."  -  .  "        .  , 

*  Mr.  GoLO  said;  the  ameiidraent' now  offered  to 
the  rales  of  the  House,  secures  to  eyery  member 
the  right  of  spc^lri^ig  at  least  onccbn  erery  ques- 
tion before  thelfouse.  The  liberty  of  speech,  and 
freedom  of  debate,  are  sacred  by  the  Constitution ; 
and  to  refuse  aU  debate!  to  deny  us  the  privilege 
of  speaking  a^  ^,-oq  tne  mpst  ii^ortant  ques- 
tions of  peace  aod.war,  is  a  subversion  pf  the  first 
principles  of  {b«  Constitijtion'.  And  wliat  is  to 
justify  this  tneasure  of  imposing  silence?.  It  is 
said,  the  right  of  debate  has, been  abused.  Let^ 
gentlenoen  beware  how,  for  an  occa^onal  abuse 
of  a  righfj  they  take  awa^ — destroy  the.  right  it* 
idf.  What  rrghl,  in  the  -w^ole  charter  of  our 
rightir,  has  not  at  sonpe  time  been  abused  ?  Man 
is  frail,  and  why. should  not,  at  times  of  public 
agitation  atid  opnoussion  of  jmrties;  abuses  arise  1 
debate  become  angry  aifd  be  pr'olon^d  ?  Aqd 
for  this,  is  the  principle  to  be  adopted,  that  the 
right  shall  be  forever  suppressed  and  destroyed <? 
— the  principle  that  absolute  silence  shall  be  im- 
posed  on  a  minority?  Sir,  Philip,  the  tyrant  of  ' 
Maoe()oii,  disliked  tne  freedom  of  apeech  and  de- 
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bate  iQ  AtbeDs :  \i  annoyed  hioi  \  fur  this  cau^e,  I  put  down,  when  the  abuse  o(  this  privilege  be- 
Demosthenes  was  pursued  to  the  altar,  where  be  |  comes  enormous. 


'expired.  The  principle  contended  for  by  the 
majority  (supposed  abuse)  will  be  found  tojusti- 
fy  the  mobt  odious  usurpations  recorded  in  histo- 
ry; liberty  is  abused,  and  chains  are  forged  to 
restrain  ii.  .  *    ,  ".  • 

Gentlemen  of  the  majority  insist,  that  tbe  rule, 
will,  not  be  abused  j;  that  the  'majority  will  not 
execute  the  .rule  arbitrarily.  The  amendment, 
now  offered  to  the  rules,  btipuiates  only  for  liber- 
ty to  eacjh  member  to  speak  once.  Now,  sjr,  \i 
this  be  denied,  and  the  rule  is  ever  ezecute^l,  tbe 
abuse  is  inevitable,  it  is  necessarily  involved  in 
the  very  execution  of  the.  rule. 

Neither  the  journals  of  our  State  Legislatdrea 
DOT  the  laws  oi  the  JPadiament  of  Great  Britnia 
afford  examples  for  thus  arbitrarily  proceeding. 
Debate'is  admiaed  in  the  British  Parliament  on'* 

".  tbe  previous  question;  our.rules  exclude  it  on  both 
the  previous  and  main  question.  Beside,  sir,  i 
need  only  refer  gentlemen  to  the  manual  of  par* 
liamentarylaw,  from  tbe  hand  of  the  tblrd.Presi- 

'dent  of  the  United  States^  to  show  that  the  previ- 
ous question  was  confined  to  subjects  of  idekcacy, 
which  a  due  regard  to  tbe  interests  of  the  State 
or  its  Government  forbade  to  be  agitated.  How 
much,  sir,  has  this  question  been  perverted  from 
its  proper  province,  to  silence  all  debate  and  force* 
tbb  question,  the  passage  of  the  lav^  1  Such  mea- 
sures are  dangerous  to  freedom,  and  afford,  in  evit, 
times,  the  most  fatal  examples.  ' 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  he  was  a  friecd  to  freedom  of 
debate, but  that  th^rewasadifference  between  this, 
and  tkat  abuse  of  it,  when  you  cannot  get  a  deci- 
sion without  ^n  exertion  of  physical  stfeogth. 
This  has  been  our  case  several  iimes..  The  rule 
now  proposed  to  be  altered  is  the  old  rule,  and  is 
only  restored.  We  very  well  know,  that  a  debate 
has  been  often  prolonged  merelv  to  prevent  inde- 
cision. We  have  been  kept  till  teir  and  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  and  sometimes  till  daylight.  It 
is  an  inconvenience  which  he  at  his^ime^of  \if€ 
bad  seriously  felt.  Thrte  can  be  no  evil  from  the 
rule  as  now  established.  The  iFespoosibility  of 
the  majority  is  «ucb  \o  the  people,  that,  if  they 
should  abuse  it,  as  the  minority  hava  their  privi- 
Iw^e,  the  people  will  correct  it,  When  the  minority 
shall  fairly  sute  it  to  them.  He  said  themajoriiy 
were  also  responsible  to  the  people  to  transact  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  Stakpord,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Silius,said,he 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  give  this  dispensing 
power  to  the  majority,  if  they  by  the  Constitution 
did  not  possess  it,  as  he  contended  they  did  not. 
He  said,  we  nave  heard  of  a  sedition  tatD,  and  the 
reign  oj  terror,  Thef  bjJl,  when  first  introduced 
for  that  law,  went  fo  prevent  freedom  of  speech. 
This  rule,in  his  opinion,  much  more  deserved  the 
character  of  a  "  Gag^km^^'  than  i\m  Sedition 
law  did. 

Mr.  WrigAt  mentioned  the-great  abuses  of  this 
privilegeof  the  minority  thelasl  winter.  He  said,  if 
we  don't  establish  a  written,  decent  rule^  we  must 
*have  a  common  law  rule,  such  as  they  have  in 
the  British  l^ouse  of  Commons,  to  shuffle  and 


Mr.  QotNCT.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  regard  this 
question  in  the  light  in  which  somei>f  ito  advo- 
cates, as  well  as  its  opponents,  have  considered 
it;  as  a  mere  contest  for  power  i>etw^ea  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority.  It  is  of  an  higher  char- 
acter. It  afiects  the  essential  principles  of  civil 
liberty,  and  saps  its  hopes  at  its  very  foundation. 
i  rejoice  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Nel90^,)  has  limited^is  proposition,  spas  to  pre- 
clude any  mistake  concerning'  the  object  ot  it. 
We  are  not  now  advocating  an  unrestrained  priF- 
rlege  of  debate.  The  inquiry  is,  shall  a  main  ques- 
tion .ever  be  taken  in  this  deliberative  body,  un- 
jil  every  member,  who  has  not  already  spoken, 
bhall  have  had  an  opportunity,  if.  he  wishes  to 
avail  himself  of  it,  to  speak  at  lea^t  once  Upon  the 
question^  The  ground  takeaby  those  whoop- 
pose  th 6' proposition,  is  ,'tlitAt  of  necessity  and  coa- 
venience.  These  are  the.  very  points^  which,  in 
d  fjree  country,  ought  most  vigilantly  to  be  guard- 
ed. For  it  is  here  that  the  spiri/ of  despotism 
always  lies  in  ambush.  Under  the  cover  of  ne- 
cessity, or  cooveniencey  it  steals  upon  the  liberties 
of'  a  people,  atid  never  fails,  sooner  or  later,  u> 
make  them  its  in-ey. 

.  It  is  Qot  to  be  denied,  ihat  the  subject  is  in 
siome  respects  difiS^cult  to  manage,  with  any  hope 
of  convincinir.  There  is  a  state  of  feeliog,  both 
within  this  Ijlouse^nd  out  of  it,  very  unpropitioas 
to  ah  Impartial  debate:  In  this  House  it  is  argued 
as  a  question  concerning  who  shall  have  the 
power,  a  ihajority,  or  a  minority.  And  as  it  is 
agfeedi,  on  all  bauds,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the 

flower,  abuse  may  Happen,  the  present  majority, 
ike  all  other,  majorities,  have  a  prevailing  inclin- 
ation to  reserve,  m  their  own  hands,  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  abuse.  '  And  without  doors,  the  sub- 
ject is  of  less  difl&culty.  For,  of  late  years,  the 
popular  ear'  has  been  so  vexed  with  speech  upon 
speech,  wind  upon'  wind,  the  public  patience  has 
been  soexhausted,  in  hunting  up  the  solitary  grain 
ofrsenae,  hidden  in  tbe  bushels  of  chafi^  that  it  is 
veady  to  submit  toany^limitatibn  of  a  privilege^ 
which  subjects  it. to  so  irksome  a  labor.  Tbe  peo- 
ple are  almost  ready  tO  exclaim,  "  do  what  you 
will  with  tbe  liberty  of  speech,  provided  you  will 
s^ve  us  from  tbat^e#^  of  words,  with  which  we 
are,  periodically,  inundated." 

Now,  this  js  fhe  very'sUte  of  the  public  mind 
in  which  ^the  corruption  of  essential  principles 
commences.  Through  apparent  necessity,'  or  tem- 
porary convenience,  or  disgust  at  abuse,  tbe  popu- 
lar seatimeal  is  made  to  aequtesiee  in  the  intro- 
duction of  doctrines  vitally,  inconsistent  with  tHe 
perpetnity  of  liberty. 

I^sk  the  House  to  consider  what  is  that  princi- 
ple of  civil  liberty,  which  is  amalgamated,  and 
identified  with  the  very  existence  of  a  lemlative 
body.  In  what  does'it  consist?  And  what  isiu 
character  1  It  consists  in  the  right  of  delibera- 
tion. And  iis  character  is.  that  it  beiooga  not  to 
the  body,  but  the  iadividdal  members  confllituiing 
the  body.  The  body  has  the4)ower  to  control  and 
to  regulate  its  exercise.  Bat  it  has  not  the  power 
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to  take  a waf  that  right,  altogether,  b^  the  opera- 
tion of  any  general  principle.  An  iadividual 
member,  may.  render  bimseif  unworthy,  of  the 
privilege.  H^.roay  beset  down;  he  may  be  de- 
nied the  right,  because  he  has  abused  it*-  Biutt 
wheneyelr  i,  le^islaiive  body  assumes  xo  itself  ihe. 
power  of.  stopping,  at  its  will,  all  debat<,  i^t  any 
stage  of  deUberatton^'it  assumes  a  power  wholly 
inconsistent  with  the  essential  risht  of.  delibera- 
tion,.and  totally  destructive  'of  that  principle  of 
civil  liberty  which  existS)  and  .is  identified  with 
the  ez^rciUe  -of  that,  right,  .      ,     ,         ' 

The  right  of  every  individual. member  is,  in 
fact,  the  right  of  his^constituents.  lie  is  but  their 
Representative.  It  is  in^  their,  majesty^  that  he 
appears.  It  is  their  ^igh^  that  he  r^ects..  '  The 
right  t)f  being  heard  by  their  Representatives  is 
the  vK^iererU  an4  absoluU  ri^hf  of  the. people. 
Now,  it  is  in  th^  essential  character  of  such  a 
right,  that  it  exists,  independent,  and  in  despite  of 
any  Yuan,  or  body  of  .men,  whatsoeve/.  It  Is  ab- 
surd tp  say,. that  any  right  is  independent,  which, 
depends\upon  the.  will  of;ibother.  It  is  absurd  to 
say,  that,  apy  right  is  absolute,  which  .is  wholly 
relative  to  the  inciioation  of  another)  whi6h  lasts 
only  as  long  as  he  .chooses,  and  terminates  at  his 
nod.  Now,  whether  this  power,  -be  ezerci&ed  by 
one,  or  many,  it  matters  hot.  The  principle ',9f 
civil  liberty  is  gone^  when  theinhereat  and  abso-. 
lute  nature  of  ihe  rfght  is' gone.   ^ 

Apply  this  reasoning  to  the  case'befoce  nsr.It 
is  impossible  to  conceal  the  fact,  that«8  our  rules 
and  orders  stand,  independent  of  the  proposition 
now  offered  as  an  amend mept,  it^  is  in  the  power, 
of  a  majority  to  preclude  all  debate,  upon  any" 
question,  tind  force  every  member  of  the  House  tp 
vote,  up^n  any  proposition,  withoot  ..giving  him 
the  opportunity  of  explaining  his  own  reasons,  or 
stating  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  This  is 
undeniable.  Is  it  not,  then,  plain  jand  conelt;t3i7e, 
that,'  as  oar  rules  and  orders  now  stand,  according 
to  recea^  construction,  every:  meoib^r  of  this 
House  holds  his  right  of  speaking,  no^  on  tho 
principle  of  his  constituents,  whose  Rep^esenta-. 
tit$  he  is,  but  upon  the  will  of  the  minority  of 
tl»,is  House  ?  For  tha(  which  another  may  at  any 
time  take  away  from  me,  I  hold  not  by  my  owji 
rif  ht;  but, at.  his  will*  Can  anything  be  more  o.b- 
Ytously  at  vajdaoce  with  the  spirit  of  the  ConstH 
tutioa  and  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty.) 

Let  not  htxy,  man  say  this  power  wiU  not  be 
abased.  In  the  nature. of  things  it  must  be  abused. 
This  is  the  favorite  argument  of  every  despotism, 
and,  of  course,  will  not  fait  to  be  urged  .when  it  is 
about  CctplaQ^it^tftn  the  very  temple  of  liberty. 

I  have  chosen  to  consider  this  subject  in  rela- 
tion to  (he  right  of  the  wholy  body,  aod  of  one  of 
its  individual  members^  rather  than  to  that  of  a 
majority  and  minority.  The  right  to  speak  is 
an  mdivldual  right.  Limit  itas  you  please,  con- 
sisten.twith  a  single  exercise  of  that  right. .'  But 
when  tjiis  is  taken  away,  or,  which  iis  precisely 
the  same  thing  so  far  as  it  respects  the  principle 
of  civilliberty,  when  it  is  ii^  the  power  of  one  or 
many,  at.its  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  to  take 
it  nway,  there  is  ad lokiger  t^ny  right.    We  have 


our  tenure  of  speech  as  tbe^sUve  has  his—ax  the 
will  of  a  maister. 

BiU  it' is  said  that  the  Legisllture  Vnust  some- 
times **  act,'' and  that  individuals,  by.  an  abuse  of 
this  liberty. of  speechj  prevent  the  whole*  body 
fronv  "acting."  AH*  I  say  is,  limit  thd  exercise  of 
the  right,  as  you  please,  ooly  do  opt  assume  to 
yourselves  the  power  of  taking  away  the.  whole 
right;  at  your  pleasure.  •  ,     ^       <•     " 

It  is  in  this  doctrine,  of  /j  the  pecessity  of  act-' 
ijig^'^  that  lies*  th«  whole  mystery  of  that  error,, 
which  we  are  now  combating.  Strictly  speaking 
a  LegisUtive  body  never  "  acts.|'  Its  province  is  * 
to  deliberate  and  ilecide.  *^  Action"  is,  alone,  cor- 
rectly attributable  to  the  Executive.  .  And  it  will 
be  found,  that  all  the  case^,in  wbichthis  necessi- 
ty of  ^^  action"  has  been  urged,  have  been  cases  in 
which  U>e  Legislative  body  has  departed  from  its 
appropriate  duties  o(  deliberation  and  deeisioa, 
and  descended  to  be  an  instrument,  or  enghie;  of . 
the  Executive.  I  hesvtatje  not  to  say, .that  this 
.position  may  be  proved  by  almost  every  '  in- 
stance in  which  this  necessity  of  action  has  been 
urged.  It  was  an  Executive  haste  toils  own  pur- 
poses, which  prevailed  upon  the  Legislative  body 
to  deny,  to  its  own  niembers^  their  privilege^. 

It  has  been  ^Ssected,  that  I'  if  thjs  amendment 
pa^os,  tbis  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body  in 
Ihe^ world  which  dannotstop^ debate."  On  the 
other  hand  I  assert,  that  if.  this  ameodm^at  does 
not  pass^  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body 
in  the  world,  pretending  to  be  free,  in  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  a  majority  to  force. a  decision, 
without  any  deliberation.  It  isU!iot  true  that,  in 
the  British  Parliament,  the  previous  question 
stog?  debate  and  forces  de^sicgi  oqi  the  maipr 
question  Without  deliberation.  The  previous  que.s- 
tioo  there,  if  decided  in  the  negative,  suppresses 
debate,  by  po&tpooing  the.  main  questiu]».  And 
until  1807,^  the  practice  and  ^^t^les  of  this  House 
perinitted  debate  of  the  main  ques'tion,  after  an 
affirmative  decision  of  a  preyrous  question.  W1|lo 
ev.er  undertakes  to  ^za mine  the  subject  wiU  find  - 
it  as  I  have  stated. 

''  It  is  nottrue^  that  this  power  ever  was,  or  ever'' 
can  baiitfCMsary,  in. a  Legislative  body.'  In  every 
case  in  which  tlfe  previous  question,  jtccordiog 
to  recent  construe  tioo,  hasbeeA  pressed  upon  the 
House,  it  will  be  found  that  there  was  no  Naiionai 
.  or  Stai^neceMsUy  for  an  immediate  decision.  That 
is  to  say,  in  every  instabce  it  .will  be  foupd,  that 
it  was  o£  no  sort  of  public  importance  whether 
the  mfiin  question  were  taken  on  this  .day,  on  the 
next,  or  qn  a  third  day.  Always  the  question 
might  have  been  taken,  in  a  rea'sojiable  time,^  aod 
every -iadividual  member,  who  cJiose  to  speak, , 
might  have  had  the  privilege,  if  he  pleased,^  oi 
spfaking.  at  least  once.  As  far  as  I  observed,  all  , 
these  pretences  of  necessity  have  been  easily  re- 
solvable into  party  cunning.  The  subject  was 
one  difficultsto  maintain.  It  had  popular  bearings, 
which  it  suited,  not  the  pleasure  of  the  majority  to 
have  investigated,  l^hey  pressed  the  minority  to 
instant  4] ecision,  by  refusing  adjournmeot  And 
as  it  happens  in,  alt  such  cases,  re-action  is  equal 
to  action.  ,The  minority  weie  put  upon  their 
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mettle^  and  they  put  to  trial  'the  metal  of  the 
majority.  *      ,  ^ 

^  It  is  undoubtedly  triiej  that  this  power  may  be 
sometimes  qonvenient.  And,  this  is  the  whole 
strength  of  the  argument  of  those  whojoppose  this 
propasition.  Tlie  weak  and  ag^d  members  of  the 
majority  have  been  kept  all  hight  from  their  slurn^ 
berSj  by  a  hale  and  sturdy  n^inority  5  which  slum- 
bers they  might,'  by  the  way,  at  any  moment, 
have  enjoyed,  if  that  Very  majority  had  yielded 
the  point  of  adjournment.  And  Id  this  reason  of 
convenience  sufficient;  in  the  estimation  of  this 
House,  to  justify  it.  in  depriving  thTs  people,  in 
th^  person  of  their  Representatives,  of  the  essen- 
tial right  of  speaking  upon  this  floor  1  Is  this  a 
justification  for  such  an  atrocious  and  exorbitant- 
grasp  at  power?  Our  patriotism,  nowadays,  can 
submit  to  no  sacrifices.  We  ace  not  content  with' 
sleeping,  if  we  please,  evesy  day  in  our  seal^,  un- 
less we  cqin  sFeep  also  every  night  of  the  session 
ip  our  feather  heds.  An^  these  feather- bed  patri- 
ots, as  I  understand,  are  all  s^gog  for  a  march  into 
Canada;  and,  if  we  beliere  them,  are  desirous  of 
nothing  so  much  as  showing  how  those  can  meet 
privation  and  watchfulness  in  the  fieUJ,  who  think 
of  nothing  but  comfort  and  sleep  ugon  this  floor." 

I  know  there  is  another  argument  utged  in 
favor  of  the  assumption  of  this  power  by  the  iba^ 
jority,  and  that  is,  the  baste  and  clatter  which 
always  attend  the  end' of  a  session.  I^t  o^r  ses- 
sion be  long  or  short,  the  event  is,  in  this  respect, 
always  nearly  the  same.  What  with  speeches 
and  postjibnements,  and  laying  down  one  piece  of 
business  half  finished,  and  taking  up  another,  the 
latter  em)  of  a  session  is  a  political  chaos.  ?he 
Work  of  this  and  the  other  House,  and  that  of  thu 
Palace  into  tiie  bairgain,  is  in  fact  sometimes  to 
bedashed  up,. in  a  night — and  th^  members  of' 
all  branches  are  knee-deep' and  shotikler-deep  In 
the  suds.  Now,  this  shows,  the.  necessity, ^ot  of 
this  unlimited  power  of  the  previous  question,  but 
of  4Xonducting  public  business  wtth  more  prospec- 
tive intelligence.-  The  House  i^  just  like  all  other 
spendthrifts, '  It  first  wastes  what  is  its  bwh,  and 
tnen  seeks  how  it  may  make  Up  its  deficiency  out 
of  the  property  of  other  people.  We  pillage  the 
public  liberty,  in  ot^t  to  compensate  for  iegrsla- 
live  negligence. 

J  have  often  been  puzzled  to  imagine  a  neces- 
sity, whfch  could  Isven  apologize  for  such  an  ast 
sumption  of  power  as  the  majority,  by.  this  new 
consti'uetion  of  the  previous  question,  are  attempt- 
ing; and,  until  lately,  I  did  not  believe  that  tt 
could  possibly  etist.  The  onlv  case,  i.n  whitSh 
there  seemed  to  me  to  be  an  apology  for  resorting 
to  it,  was,  the  .other  day,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Troup)  threatened  to  call  the 

revions  question  upon  the  majority  theniselres. 
admired  both  his  manner  and-  the  occasion  on 
which  he  introduced  that  idea.  And  really  there 
was  something  like  a  necessity.  If  >I  -understood' 
the  yiew  oC  that  honorable  gentleman,  h  was, 
that  he  thought  there  was  not  fighting  matter  to 
spare  in  the  stomachs^of  (he  nMjority;  and  he 
threatened  them  with  the  previous  question,  lest, 
pecadventure,  the  whole  wait  spirit  aliould  ooze 


away  through  the  mouth.  'In  this  there  was  both 
discretion  and  patriotism. 

There  is  one  argument  t  was  near  omitting. 
The  great  apology  for  this  assumption  of  power, 
is  the  prolongation  of  debate  by  the  minority. 
Now,  the  length  of  debate  must,  10  a  great  degree, 
depend  upon  rhe  character  of  oyt  Speaker.  His 
power  is,  in  truth.'tbe  power  of  the  Hou^,  It  is 
ikh  province  to  limit  debate,  where' it  grows  de- 
vious and  irrelevant,.  Although  this  unlimited 
power  of  the  previous  tjuestion 'might  be  neces- 
sary, in  times  ^hen  \he  Chair  wasr  not  filled  by 
any  distinguished  intelligence,  yet  now,  when  we 
are  under  the  superintendence  t)f  a  mind  discrim- 
inating and  impartial,  there  seems  to  be  as  tittle 
apology. as  there  is  necessity  for. a  resort'  to  this 
power.         ■     ' 

Mr.  Bqio^^.m'  said,  that  although*  he. was  for- 
ward in  life,  he  y^t  but  of  yesterday  of  this 
House,  and  that  the  roles  and  orders  were  not 
familiar  witb^him.  But  he  exceedingly  reg^retted 
that  this  Houde,'  in  th^ir  wisdom,  ever  found  it 
expedient  or  proper  to  adopt  a  rule  to  deprive  a 
minority,  or  tin*  individual  member  of  this  House, 
of  the  freedoni  of  debate,  the  freedom  of  speech, 
a  privilage  so  much  4x>asted  of  in  this  Und  of  lib- 
erty. He  observed  that  he  liad  his  rights  in  com- 
-moo  with  the  other  members  of  the  House,  and 
that  hff  had  his  duties  to  perform.  He  was  not 
ambitious  to  become  k  public  speaker, 'nor  would 
he  say  that  he  supposed  he  could  speak  to  the  edi- 
fication or  satisfaction  of  the  House.  But  should 
he,  on  great  questions,  be  denied  the  privilege  of 
speaking?  Suppose  tn6  question  of  peace  or  war 
should  ?assu me  ^t he  aspect  of  sqlemnity,  and  it 
should  become  iiecessary  and  important  that  this 
Hduse  be  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
and  disposition  of  the  citizens  of  the' several  sec- 
tions of  the  couplry — and  suppose  a  member  who 
is  not  much  accustomed  to  speaking,  silently  sits 
until  those  gentlemen  who  Are  in  the  bablr,  and 
are  foiid-ofi«peakit)'g,  shall  hifre  exhausted  them- 
selves 1n  debate — shall  he,  in  that  case,  be  denied 
the  right  of  speakin^-^-shall  he  be -deprived  of  his 
Constitutional  privileges  and  his  constituents  of 
their  tiit^^'O^  representation  on  the  floor  of  this 
House? 

He  said;  that  he  was  bound  by  the  oath  of  CM 
to  support  th^-  Constitution,  and  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  country^  but,  if  his  month  is  stop- 
ped, how  can  he  execute  his  trust  or  perform  his 
vows  ?  I^or  this  Houae,  by  a  rule,  to  Interdict  the 
Treedom  of  speech,  is  an  assumption  of  power,  and 
a  violation  of  right.  He  hoped,  that  the  rale  oa- 
der  consideration  Would  be  modified,  and  that  the 
, proposed  amendment  would  be  ndopted.  He 
wiirhed  that  e^ch  individual  member  might  be 
permitM  to  exercise  his  right  of  speaking  to  any 
question  before  the  House,  at  least  once,  if  he 
chooses. 

Mr.  Nelson  s]>oke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  said  he  haif  no  hesitation  in  declaHng,  that 
whenever  right  and  expediency  shall  come  in 
competition,  jha.t  he  should  prefer  right.  *  He  re- 
marked, that  the  Consutution  secured  the  freedom 
t)f  speech  to  the  citizen..  And  are  we,  he  asked. 
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to  be  deprived  of  it  when  Weod.me.totliis  Hoiwe — 
;WheQ  we  etMer  .thistemprte  of  MtHMrty?  '  /The  at^ 
tempt  h'noc  to  fiuspeod  merelyj  tot  to  destroythi^ 
rlght^Und  beckiise  we  have  expeni*nced  sOme  ifl- 
cooVf^nrenee  from  ^his  exercise;  Hft''ajfrptd  wjih' 
the  genifetnaftr-  from  Massaohosettft,  (Nlr.  Q,om- 
OT,)  tb{(t  if/^  HodAe  ^^ould  dp  their  dbty, 
aad  ^ei  the  busiDe8S'»longf  jn.the'eariy  pkrt  of 
the  s8^o(»)  we  tshoqld  never  be  in  the'  dilemma' 
the  Hodse  were  in,  the  X^X.  s^ipo  of  'Congress;* 
and  that  an  ineohVeni^Dee.was  a  jrery  poor  reastrn 
for  destroying  this  rig^t  of  offi^ring^our  sentiinents* 
He  would  rather  reeommend  ihei^ufnio^.out  of 
doOTs  a  memjber^who  ^utjid  beooitte  troublesome 
hi:  sneaking"  too  iongj-than  lo  snffer  him  t0  9tay  in 
t4ie  Honse  and  preventhis  nxtering.  his  eentimedts. 
Even  ex.|tUlsion  wanid  nOt^ie  a  greater , in fringi^ 
menf  of  bisrisrht.  The  fight  of  tite  people  fs  the 
right  of  4heir  Repre'8eiitattres.to9peftk,  delibeta^• 
and  decide.  Atf'  to  thjfe  plea  of  necessity,  he  pro- 
tected a^rasf  it  as  the  nlea  of  fy rants.  ^  '  -  ■ 
Mf.  ALdToV,  of  North  Carolina,  eipre»«e*  his 
astonish meI»^f  thai  the  gen ileman  from  ^Virginia, 

S4r»  ffGL80N,)had  ^ssomecf  the  gf^und  he  had. 
e  said,  there,  were  Iwe  pafties  in  thi$  Hou!«e  ; 
add  a^ked/is  it  ev^r  luiowii  hosif  a^question  'wiir 
be  decided.  ODtit it  is  taken?      ;;;      :    .     -      , 

Mr.  Rab«ett  stiid,  if  a  stranger  wai!i  present,  and 
should  Hear  thjs  deba^;he  ^oirld  suppose  that 
thfe  question  war  ntvw  for  the  first  time  broaght 
forward  for  the  establifttimebt'of  the  rule,  against 
Whi^h  so 'much  had  been  said,  when  it  is  well 
knownthat  tr  has  always  been  the  practice. 

Mr.'  PiTcifit  said,  the  antendnaeDt.  now  4in4er' 

eensid^vation  'was  proposed  in  ooOstquence .  of  i 

decision  of  i^e  House,  at  the  close  of  <be  last  ses-^ 

,        sion,  that  when  the  previous. quest  ton  was  decided 

in  th«  afiirmabive,  \here  coiild  be  no.  debate  oa  (he- 

\        main  questioo-r  the^amendinent,  if  adopted^ ffllows- 

a  membef,  whtf  ha«  not  previously- 8poken.<lo 

,         spett'k  a;4eastonce  on  the*roiMn  question /befote 

he  ts  called  upoir  to  giye  hi?  vote  upon  it.'   «  ^    -« 

,  The  principie  adopted  by  the  majority;  during 

I         the  last  days  of  the  last  ^'ession  j-ahd  »o  w  supported 

^         in  the-  Hous^,  is  this,  that  a^  majority,'  who-  may 

happen  tp  be  present^  at  any  time,  have* it  in  their' 

power,  bly  means  of  a  previoios  question,  as  it  Is 

,         called,  to  prevent  all  debate  on *ei^ery  question  b^- 

I        fore  the  House,  however  important  it  maybe  ;  to 

seal  uplh^  lips  of  %  very  membiet.  aiid  compel  1)im 

'         to  rote  upon  thb  question. wtthot|tan op^rtoni^y 

:        of  exfiYessing-his  sentiments  upon  it,  or  explaining. 

th^  reasons  of  his  vote.    This,  Mr. 'Speaker,  is  a 

.    principle  tp  whicli  I  never  Kave^  and  to  whiph  I 

never  'Ml  give  my  assent.    Wha^'sir,  let  me  ask, 

and  where  is  the  ru^e,  unde^r  whibb  the  majority 

claim  to  exercise  this  enormous 410 wer*;— the  power* 

f         of  imposing  silence  upon  any  memW)  on  .this 

floor?       ,       *  '  ; 

The  rOJe,  under  ^hich  this  power  is  claimed; 
is  in  the  following  words:  "The  pre^fious  qu^S' 
^  tion  shall  be  in  this  formr  Shall  the  main  ques- 
I  tion  be  nOw  pntl"'  It  shall  only  be  admitted 
f  wh^n  demanded  br  fi^  members  ;  and^  until  it  is 
^  decided,  ^baH  preclude  allamendm^nt  anti  further 
*  dcbat^ofthoimain  question,- 9iDd  that  ^onapre- 
'  12th  Con.  1st  Sess.^— 19 


'y,id&s.qa«stidn  *ther^  shall  be  no  debhte."  By  a 
new  constructmo,  whit^h  a  majority  of  the  House 
thought  proper  to  give  to  this  pule,  at  the  close  of 
the  last-  sesarioo^  all  debate  mky:  be  prohibited  on 
any  -question ;  fgr  five  members^ alone  can  demand 
the  pre f^oUs 'question,  and  then,  of  course^  all  de- 
1)ate  [iiust  cease,  until  a  decision  be  hqd  on  tha^ 
qoestieit,  aod  if  tjie  previotts  que$tii6n  be  decided 
in  the  normative)  by'tiii«  new  construction  of  ihe* 
rule,  there  can  be  no  dt^bate  or  amendment  of  th« 
main  questron.  Thps^  sir,  unless  ihe  an^endmrnt 
now*  proposed  be  adopted,  if^  pi^posttion  for  a  de-' 
claiiaiipn  of  War  against  Gr^at  Britain,  o,f  any  other 
natjon,sboufd.  be  laid  il'ponyour  table  to-mor-* 
jrx)w,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  majority  of  the 
Huioae,  and  th^t  majority  miiy  coifsistof  less  ibanf 
forty  menrhers,  to  impose  si tence  upon'every  niem- 
berx)f  this  House ;  and  tve  must  be  compelled  to' 
JTOte  on  » proposition  so  interesting  tothepros|)eri- 
ty,  happiness  and  perliapsthe  final  destiny  of  this 
bounuy,  without  the  poor  privilege  (if  we  ^tnighf 
choose,  so -40  dp)  of  raising  our  voicea  against  it. 
dut;  sir,  iheopponents  of  the  amendotent  say,  that 
.thecon^'truction  given  to  the  /die  the  la5rtse8Mon,  . 
-was  in  cwiformjty  iritk  the  universal  pi^ctice  of: 
the  House,«froni  the estabftshmeot  of  t|^(^vern- 
mtent,  except  in  two  or  Ihree  instances;      •       •   ^ 

ideny*  sir,  that  this  has|>^e»  the  practice,  and' 
I  be^ievie  J'mny  venture  to  assert,  without  fear  of 
contradiction;-  that  nO  stich,^  power  ha^.  ever  h^eo' 
exercised  overtbe  members  of  this  Hopse,*  since 
its.  orgacMzatioo,  until  the  -Fast  session.  I  have, 
sir,  examined  ,the  journals;  with  soine  attention, 
and  have  not  been  abh?'  to*  find  a'sdhtary  ioalanee 
ofHhe  kind..  On  the  cohtrary,  many  ease:*. are  to 
be.  found  when,  the  previoos  question  has  been  de- 
cided 'in  tbe/afiicmative,'8(nd  i^hat,  imn^ediately 
after  the  main  qcfesljon'has  not  only  been  arnend'' 
Qcf  but  h^s' been] -(ie^a/eci.  And.herCj  sir,  per-, 
mit  .me  to  observe,  tl^at  th^  rule  itself,  tvith  re* 
sf^ect  to  the  pre.vioii»  qdestioYi,  wi|8  Adopted  .the 
first  session  of  th^  First  Congress,  and  has  ever 
si nde  .remained  precisely  in  the  sameforn}  ;*aiKl 
no  constirucriob-  was  e^er  gi;ven  to  it,  sty  as  to  nre^ 
vent  debate  on  the  main  question,  onlil  the  last 
seimtoo.    •• 

PerrbStme  4o.  refer  the  Housfe  w  the  'Journal  of 
the 'first  session  of  .the  Third  CAOngress,  foV  tbe 
proof  of  what  f-h^ve  stated. '  During  this  sessioii, 
the-difficdtties  then  subsisting  between  this  coon*  . 
try  anrf  Great  Britain,' became  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussioir;  and  a  proposition  for  pr6hibiting  aM  iiH 
tercodrse  wrth'Gresit  Britario,in  case  justice  was- 
not  done  tis,  was  then  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  the 'previous  question  was  called  uponit.and 
decided  m^the  affirmative,  after  whiglv  the  subject 
>  w&s  hot'  on1y>  postponed,  but,  as  appears  by  -the 
'Journal,  was  both  amended  kad  debated.-  It  ap- ' 
pears* also,  from\the.  Journal,  in  1795,  that  a  pr(r- 
pdisition'  was  amended  after  an  affirmative  deci* 
sion  of 'th^  previous -questiop.  In  the  year  >179&^ 
when  a  resolution  was  before  the  House  for  pub- 
lishing the  instructions  to.'  and  the  despa'cches^ 
from  our  Mif)|sters  to  ihe  Frencb  RepOblie,  the 
previous  question  was  moved  land  determined  in 
thi^'afiirmative';  and  it  aj)pe9rs  by  the  Journal  that 
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immediately  after  ttbcli  decisioDf  od  tbeiameday^ 
debate  n'4s  bad'on  ibe  main  queftjon.  r 

But,  sir^to  come  to  our  dwji  times :  oa  the  Idth 
of  pecember,  1807,  a  construction,  was  niVen  to 
the  rulejaft^r  mature  deliberation,  bf  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  Hduse,  that  the  mam  qtfestiov.roigh; 
be  debated,  after  an  affirmative  decision  of  the 
previous  question.  This  was  ^pn'e  on  bd 'appeal 
rrom  i\\h  cfecision  of  the  Speaker,  "*  that  aftef  the 
previous  question*  is  called  for  and  determined  io 
the  affirmative,'  it  precludes  all  debate  on  the  main 
question."  The  House  reversed  the  decicion  of 
the  Chair  )^y  103  to  14.  Jl  similar -decision,  t<lok 
place  on  the  2d  of  DeeemW,  ISOS^io'thfetiouse 
— lai  to  18.  And,  sir;  I  have  been  unabl^  (o  find 
asing^le  decision  of  the  House 'to  the  contfar/^ 
from  the  first  organization  of  the  Government  jin- 
til  the  close  of  the  last  session.  Indeed,  sir,  the- 
words  of  the  rule  itself,  show  th^t  tbeconstrucr 
tion,  which'  had  so  long  prevailed,  wa9  the  only 
true  construction  which  could  be  given  to  it.  The 
wordsare^aod  until  it  (-vifei  the  previous  qae<ition) 
ia  decided,>^hBll  precl|4de,all  amendment  and 
further  debate  of  the  nnin  question."  By  which 
it  is  evident,  that  amendment  and  debate  of  the 
main  question  is  only  precluded,  uutii^thc  previ 
ousHquestton.  is,  decided,  but-  that  after  such  deoi- 
aion,  it' was  not  .precluded.     « 

The  gentleman  from'  Ne^jr  York,  (Mr.  Gold,)' 
and  the  ffenileman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  I^ELstfN,) 
have  trpTy  stated  that  the'previousr  question  was 
takea  from^  the  rules  of  the  Brlti^-  Pariiament, 
and  they  have  fikewjse  stated  the  reason  of  its  tn- 
trbduetion  inio  tjiatbody.  'It'wac^.  wr,  lo  prevent 
debate  in  the  House  of  Gdmriions' upon  questions 
of  a  delicate  nature  with  respect  to  high  person- 
ages, d&c.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  introdnced  there  to 
enable  the  Ministry  to  preyent  the  Gbi^motw fro^n 
opening  their  lips^in  subjects  relating  to >tbe  Roy- 
al Family  and  the  great  men  of  the  realov  But, 
sir,  we  have  ^on^'  further  than  the  Ministry  ami 
their  m'ajorhie?^  despotic  bihI  tyrannical  a<  they 
have  been,  have  ever  .dared  to  go  in  Parliament. 
For  even  there  memberrare  now,  add  al  way&hare 
been,  permitted  to  debate  on  the  prerious  ques- 
tion s  but  whidt  members  on  this  floor  are  not  now 
permitted  to  do.  Mr.  Speai^er,  the  nature  of  oatr 
Government  forbids  that  the  majority  should  have 
the  power. to  prohibit  all  debate  bo  questions 
.  which  may  come  before  this  House.  We  b>^e 
Bot,  as  yet,  I  crust,  any  h)gh.  personages  in  this 
Country  about  whom  it  would  be  iadelioate  or 
improper  for  the  qiembers  on  this  floor  tp  speak  ; 
and  let  me  ask  what  subject  of  national  import- 
ance can  be  proposed  lor  adoption,  on  which  a 
member  should  be  deprived  of  the.  privilege  of 
speaking  'at  least  once  -before  he  gives  his  vof«1 
'Nay,  sir,  let^neaskgeutlemen  whether  this  Jioose 
has  a  rigKt  to  compel  me,  or  any  other  member,  to- 
vote  on  any  qttostiou,  without  giving  me  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  my-xeaton  for  that  vote.  J 
deov,  sir,  that  they  have  this  right,;  as  a  member 
of  tB.is  body,  I  clain(i  the  privilege  of  delivering 
my  sentiments,  or  w-hat-I  may  consider  the  tea*, 
dmeqts  of  my  constkuents.  on.  aay  subject,  before 
I'giye  my  vote  upoajt.    I  claim' it  not,  air, Tor ^ 


myself  personally,  but  I  claim  It  in  (he  capacity 
.Ufa  Represent  a  live  of  '»  free-  people,  sent  here, 
not  like  a  member  of  the  Frehcl^ Council  of  Five 
Bundred^  for  the  purpose  of  voting,  merely,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  subject^  of  high 
concern  to  their  peace,  theic  prospesiiy,  tli'eir  hap- 
piness. For  what,  si^  are  .we*  a^senabled  here 
under  a  OonstitutioB  the  t^urest  in  the  world  1  Is 
it  not  for  the. purpose  of  promoUi^g  '*  the  geoeral 
welfare'^  of  the  nation  which  we  represent? 
And  liow  is  this  to  be  done,  except  by  a  tree  com- 
munication of  our^sentiments  to  each  other,  on 
the  various  plans  which' may  be  proposed  lor  that 
object  ?  The  neace,  the  honor,  and  interest  of  this 
copntry  is  conoded  to  our  care,' and  while  we  are 
;here4eltberatra^  on  the  be^t  means  ol  preserving 
the  on^  o^  seounog  and  promoting-  the.other,  the 
Constirution  has  verywiscdy  thrown  around  ns. 
41  shield  of  complete  indemnity---^*  for  any  lipeech 
ot.dehate  in  this  House,"  we  are  ^pot  toibe  ques- 
tioned in  any-Other  place.''  .Will  then  the  ma- 
jority ctaim^the  ri^ht  oC  depriving  a  member  of 
this  privilege  of  speech^  a  privilege  not  only  thus 
secured  to  kim  by  th/e  Coasiiiution  itself,  Uit  for 
the  due  exercise  of  whidh  \ee  is  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned elsewhere?  .  But,  «ir,  those  who. oppose 
the  amendment  say  that  the  constrOQtion  is  found- 
ed in  necessity  ^  that  individual  members  have 
abused  tl|e  privilege  of  speech;  that  they-  have 
heretpford,  and  probably  will  again,  niake  long 
speeches  mer'elv  /or/tlra  purpose  uf  -delay,  and  of 
epibarrassiiig-tfie  proceeologs  of  the  House ;  and 
that  tbefefi)ri»  the  majority  must  have  it  in  their 
power. to  ktop  debate,  whenever  they,  think  proper, 
and  that  this  power  will  always  be  epcercised  with 
a  sound  discretion.  ,   -  -    ^ 

I  deny,  sir,  that  any  such  necessity  exisu ;  itis 
•a  plea  eesify  made«  but  .generally  difiicuU  and  ia 
this  case  impossible -to  he  supported.  ..Why  has. 
itao happened  that  this  necessity  has  never  existed 
Until' the  last  session  of  Confess ';^  Was  it  then 
for  -the  first  time,  th^t  a  diyision  of  septiodent  ap- 
peared on  this  floor  ?  were  parties  never  before 
heard  of  in'  this  counlry  ?  Were  not  oarties  ar- 
rayed iigainst  each  other  in  1796  on-tne  subject 
of  the  British  ^Treaty,  ai\d  in  1798^9,  on  the  ques- 
tion .of  a  war  *wkh  France  ?  .Were  jnot  ^he  dis- 
putes in  this  Hduse,  in  those  4imes,«s  lone  and 
as  bitter,  as  they  ha^e  ever^been  since?  Those 
were  timea^  which  have  heea  90  often  nuoied  in 
this  Hotts^  9iZ  hard,  and  uncdnatitutional  \  iimes 
when,  the  reign  of  terror  psevailed,  whencorrupi 
rpajoritiea^  ns  has  been  oftpn  said  on  this  floor, 
passed  alien  aod  sedition'  l^ws.  And.  yet,  sir, 
w)th  all  the  political  sin9  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  those  iilfajorities,  the  sin  of  having  uken 
awav  the  privilege. of  speech  on  this  >^oor  never 
has  been,  and  asl  have  proved  from  the  journals, 
-never  xan  be  Jattf  to  their  charge.  This  House, 
by. the  Constitution,  has  the  power  to  ^'determine 
the  rules  of  its  proceedings;"  and  ^in  making 
those  rules,  it  has  the  right  of  regulaiiqg,  but  not 
of  jentirelv  presenting  debate!  .    ..- 

It  would,  indeed  be  ai  strange  anomaly  in  poli- 
tics; as  well  as  in  law,  that  under  a  general  power 
of  making -rules  of  proceeding,  we  sitoold  make  n 
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?uLe-  to  prevent  aH  prOoeediogs  whatever*  Gep- 
tieulea  knay^ks  Wlelt  assume  the  power  of  {xrev^Qt- 
iog«  mei£iber  from  votio^,  as  taey  qow  dp^  tbat 
of  prevetMio^  him  from  speakiogJ '  1  am  williDg 
toag««e,.siri  that^t'beprivtlegeof  debate,  on  this 
floor,  may  have  beea'aod  will  a^aip  be  abusecf ; 
thai  on  particular  subjects  lodiVidpal/members 
have  spotcea  much  longer  than  was  necessary, 
'  and  1  Qiay  add^  also^  with  imuch  less  sense  than  a 
jDoajorjiy  might  have  wjished ;  and  in  somei  in-« 
staofces  they  may  (lave  prolonged  their  speeches^ 
merely  for  theJpOrposes  of  ddav.  'But|  sir«  will 
you  deprive  a  member  of  the  right  of  speaking  at 
all|  because. l^e  Is  unable  to.  convey  his"  ideas  in 
few  word?,  or  b^ftoausie  he  may  haye  very  few  or 
.  no  ideas  to  convey  ?  Or  because  some  may  have 
spoken  dierelf  to  delay  the  proceed inca  pf«'the 
House,  will  you  make  a  generiil  rule,  by  which 
a  member  may  be 'wlipUy,  deprived  of  the' right 
of  speaking  )  .  If  indeed,  sir,  evils  do  arise  in  coo- 
sequepce  of  the  liberty  of  speech  in  this  House,  if 
the  baseness  of  the  nation  doe^  not  progress  with 
as  much  rapidity  as  ip  couotrie<^  UQder  the  con- 
tro^ofan  individual;  they  aire  evils  wliicb  flow' 
from  the  very  mature  of  bur  Qavernment,  from 
that  freedom  ^btch  we  so  highly  prize,  and  from 
that  very  Constitution  whic.h  we  hav6  sworn' to 
support.  So  long  ai  we  are  men  we  sh^U  be 
imperfect^  we  shall  bring  with  us,on.^is'flopr 
different  views«di£FeFent  ideMoq  political  as  weU 
as  OB  other  subjects  $  and  it  wout'd  be  strange  in- 
deed if,  on  the  various  toptcd  of  ^national  impori- 
anee  brought  before  as  for  discussion,  we  should 
Bot  at  times  come  into  strong  collision'.with  each 
.other. 

The  question  on  the;  amendment  was  d^tei^- 
sonined  in  the  negative—^y^as  36,  nays  76.     '  "^ 

Mf.  Stanforp  moved  to  amend  'the  rules  by 
addinc^  to  the  end  of  (he  paragraph  relatinstto 
priority  of  business,  the  words  ^'  but  no  question 
of  considei^tioh  tfhall  be  required  upon  an  origi- 
nal motion ;"  Which  wasaUo  d^term'lned  in  the 
neffativ^^ryea»  30,  naysj58.  . 

On  ;m6tion  of  Mr.  ^ytLLiAMs  th^  ^sald  rules 
were  amended  by  striJcing  out  the  word  *'  Rfe^*  in 
the  paragraph  prescribing  the  manned  in'Wari^h 
the  previous  question  shall  be  taken,  and  in^m* 
ing  the  words  "one-fifth  of  the," 

The  question  was  then  taken  ta  concur  in  ttle 
said  rules  as  amended,  and  determined -in  the  af-. 
firmative. 


.  ToESiTAY,  Deeember  24.  * , 
On  motioti  of  Mr.  KbAt,  the  petitions  of  the 
President  and  Directora.of-the  Chesapeake. and 
Delaware  Canajl  Cainpany,  presented  the  twenty" 
eighth  of  January,  1806,  and  Che  thirteenth  of 
February.  1807,  were  severally  referred  to  the  com* 
mittee appointed,  otk  the.sixth  Mist/int,  on  the  me- 
morrai  of  the  Union  Caaal  Company,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.'  PoiNPEXTER  moved  the  followioig  resolu- 
tion :  »         •.*•...-,  , 

BesobetL  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bereqaested  U>  inform  this  House  wh(;ther  ax^yjnegp- 


liatioQ  is  no^r  pendingLbetWeen  the  United.  Sta^s  and 
Spain,  or  an/  other  fpVeign  Power,  respecting  the  claioi 
of  th^  (Jolted  States  to  that  trac(  of  country  of  which 
'possessign  was  t^ken  ^y  virtue 'of  the  President's  proe- 
laoietion,  bearhig.  datp  the  twenW-seyonth  day  of  Oc- 
tober/lSlOj  and,  also,  whether  he  is  possessed  of  any 
information,  which,  in.  tiia  ofSlnion,  requires  that  Ihe 
Legislative  authority  of  Congress  over  said  country 
■hould.  be  Suspended^  with  a  view  to  future  negotia«> 
tion  on  that  subject*'      , 

The  resolution  was.re||d,  aa4  prdered  to  He  oa 
the  table. 
Mr.  JtfNNiNda  mov^ed  the  follbvy ing  resoluttan: 
Ruotned,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Gtt^tae 
be  reqaested  to  -cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any 
additional  ihlbrmation.  .verbal  or  otherwise,  vfhich  he 
may  iiave  received,  relative  and  ^pportant  to  Iha  pub* 
lie  situation  of  the  Indiana  Terntofy-,  which  m'ay  nof 
be  inlpro^er  to  be  coqamunic^ted. 
'  The  re$6Ld\ion  was  read,  and  ordered  te  lie  on 
th'c  table. 
Mr.  Stow. moved  the  following  resolution : 
Riuohed,  That,  rfioojd'  a'  war  eneue,  between .  the 
United  States*  and  .Ore§t  Britain;  it  would  be  eip«di* 
ent  .to  provide,  by  Jaw,  a  bofUBtj.  te.  Impressed  Ameri- 
can seamen,  and  th^r  ^ociates,  fo^  each  British  ship 
of  war  they  may  capture  an^  hrih^  into  an  Ani«rioan 
port  ^  ' 

The  resOl.ution  was  read,  and  deferred  to  a 
^ConuQittee  of  the  Wbote^on  theflrst  Monday  in 
February  neii. 

The  Hbiise  resolved  i^elf  into  a  Committee- 
of'  the  Whole  dn  the  report  of  the  Comoritteeoii 
the  Public  Lands,  made  the.  fifth  instant,  on  the 
petition  qf  (he  Mayorand  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleairs;  ahd^  after  some  tiaiesp-*ntrhereinj 
the  Cotnmittee  rose,  aiid  reported  liieir  disagree- 
ment |o  ihe  resolntion  therein  contained. 
'  The  resolution  was  t.hen  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Rewhed,  That  proTision  ought  to-  be  made  tor' se- 
eming to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
tlie  occupancy  and  uSe  of  a  piece, of  ground  on  v^hich 
}X  is  contemplated  to  erect  sieam  engines  for  conveying 
water  in^  the  sai4  city :  Pratided^  That  if  the  ground 
s^aU  not  bo'ao  occupied^  •or  shall  heiieafter  t)ease  te  he 
^  occupied,^  the-  daim  of  the  Onited.  Stjites  thereto 
shall' remain  unimpaired* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  6)bb,  the  further  eonsjdera- 
tion  of  the  resolution  Was  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  rb  February  next. . . 
.  A  message  from  t|ie  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  cer- 
tain ftompanies.of  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier  of  the  United  States;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  re.saived  itself  into  a  Comtnittee  of 
the  Whple  on  the  biU  to  cpntipue  in  force,  ior  a 
further  tiifie,  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  Upited  States  against  the  Bar- , 
bary  Powers."  The  bill  was  reported  without 
arneodment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and' 
read  the  third  time  on*  Friday  next.  ' 
.  Mr.  PoiNi>;:xT£R  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion:' .  .  '  . 
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Beaohed,  That  the  Committed  of' Ways  and  Rfeana 
Be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eirpediency  of  p^ohib- 
ilitig,  by  Jaw,  the  corporation  of  the  city. of  New  Or-, 
leans  from  exacting  any  tax^  or  duty,  «n  vessefs,  boata, 
or  othfr.erafl,  descending  the  river  Missiasippi,  having 
on  board  articles  the  growth  or  manofaeture  of  the 
United  States,  or  such  articles  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture  as  have  lieen  regularly  imported  into  the 
0ntted  States. 

The  resolutioD  wns  read,  and  it9  further  con- 
sideration potitpozjed'  Of^tii  the'  first  Mondajrin 
February  next.        .        . 

The  SpBAKEfi  presented  a  petiti6n  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory^  prayinap  that  a 
f  rant  of  land  may  ,be  mmle  to  every  officer  aird 
soldier  who  served  iii- the  late- expedition  onder 
Gorernor  Harrison,  against  the  bostile"^  Indiaiis, 
and  t))at  a  sitnilar  granr  may  be  made  to  the 
heirs  of  those  who  w^re  killed  in  the  action  of 
the  seventh  ultinio.  •  •     '  ,  '  , 

The  Speaker  also  presented' a  petition  of  ^^^ 
commrttee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  oiificers 
and  privates  of  the  several  miiitia  corp6  of  ^nox 
cou'nty/in  the  Indiana  Territory,  who  served'in 
tb«  (ate  ca'mpaign  under  Governor  Harrcs'oi),^ 
prayinffihat  grants,  of  land  may  be  made  to  the 
heira.or  such  offiteKs  ^od  soldiers  as  fell  ih  the 
action  pf  the  seventh  uUimo;  and  that  com'penr 
sation  may  i>en9ade  for  horses  and  other  pfoperty 
unavoidably  Jost^or  destroyed  in  .said  actiop. 

The  petitions  "were  referred  to  ihe  oommittee' 
appointed,  on*  tlie  nineteenth  instant,  on  the  Mes- 
sage fjom  the  President  of  ihe«United  Siates, 
transmitting  letters  IVom  Go vernoi^.  Harrison,  rel- 
'  ative  to  the  action  aforesaid.  .• 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^authorizing  th< 
President  of  jihe  United  States  to  raise\;ertain 
companies  of  raiigers  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States,'' -was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  that 

fart  of  the  President's  Message  wbTch  relates  |o 
llipg  th<!  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments 
of  the  r^ular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  milit«-y 
force. 

The  thfrd  readiajpr  of  the  bill  from  the  Sena^. 
*•  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Bannon,'' was  called 
for.;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bi/Ackl'eoos,  U 
wa&  recommUted  tp  the  Committee  on  the  Pab- 
lie  Lands.    Adjourhed  to  Thursday. 


Thursday,  December  26. 
Mr.  Lewis,  frotii  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.-  presented  a  biM  relating  to 
marriage  licenses,  in  Washington  county,  in  the 
Distfict  of  Columbia,  And  directing  the  applica* 
tion  oftbe  fees  paid  for  them;  which  was  read 
twiceand  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  .the  Committee  On  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  abill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize 
certafn  volunteer  military  corps^  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Cotnipittee  of  the 
IVboJe  on  Monday  next. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  directed  to  Ihy  before  this  House  a 


statement  of  the  veBsels-.beloi^ing  to  the  United 
Sintes,  Which  have  been  repaired  .^ince  the  year 
1801,  "Specifying  the  time  when  such  repairs  were 
made,  and  the  co^t.     .  .     * 

The  House  resolved  itself  inta  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  directing  -the  terms  on 
'v^hich  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  (hatTerert 
for  failure  in  payment,,  shad  again^  be- sold  ;  and, 
after  sora^  ttme  spent  therein^  the  bill  was  re* 
sported  withoot  amendment,  "and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  ajid  /ead  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  rej^ort  of  the  Committee  oa 
the  Public  Lands,  made -the  fifth  instant,  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  ^f;  the  Indiana  Territory  ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein',  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  res- 
olutions contained  therein;/ which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  Hqose,1as  fotloWs : 

■  V.  Resoivedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeat  sadi 
'  clauses  of  the  laws  for  the  sale  of  the  publib  laiid«»  m 
impose  interest  from  date  of  the  pur<;hase  on  racfa  in- 
stalments of  the  purchase-money  as  are  not  paid  when 
they  become  due,  or  to  remit  back  interest  vhidi  miy 
have  accrued  on  any  such  instalment. 

'2,  Ketohedt  That  ft.  is  hieXpedient  to  allowalbrw 
ther  time  of  two  years,'  f^m  the  lime  the  laat  inatal- 
ment  shall'  beoome'  due,  before  a  forfeiture  can  take 
place  for  faitnre  in  payment  onany  future  aalea. 

^.  fiStolpcd,  That  t|ie  further  time  of  one'  year,  far 
completing  (he  paymekita,  ought  tobeallowedi  respect- 
ively, to  alt  ^urchas^s  of  public  landa»  Nnrkiirest  of 
the  river  Oh\p,  whose  time  for  completing  the  payment 
of  the  purchase-money  may,  at  shall  have  expired  on 
or  before  the  twenty-second  day  of  December,  1812, 
and  ^hose  land  has  not  bqen,  actually  aold,  or  foriieiited 
for'^ilure  in  psymcnt,  on  condition  that  all  arrean  of 
interest  shall  be  paid  to  entitle  any  purchaser  to  the 
benefit  of  this  provision. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  directed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill^  pursuant  to  the  third 
resolution.     ♦    ^  *  ' 

If  he  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnaittee  of 
the  Whole '  on  the  report  ,of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  on  the 
petition  of  Rees  Nanna  and.  others,  to  which 
Committee  of, the  Whole  was  also  cutnmitied 
the  report  of  the  Coiiimittee  of  Claims,  of  the 
twenty-fir.st  instant,  on  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing oc  suspending  the  statutes  of  limitation;  and, 
after  some  ^n^^  spent  therern,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again.. 

Mr.  Gholson  ^oved  the  following  resoiation: 

Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  (he  merita  of  all  daima  that 
may  be  .refarved  to  them,  which  originated  doriag  the 
Kevolulionaiy  war^  notwithatandiDg  auoh  chums  wamy 
bfe  baiied  byvthe  statutes  of  Umitation;  and  to  report 
their  opinion,  thereon  to.the  Ueuae.  ' 

The  resoltttipn'  was  read ;  trhen  the  House 
adjourned., 

.'     '  Fridat,  December  27.' 

Mr.  NcLsow  presented  a  petition  of  sondry  in- 
habitants of  tf}e  Territory  of  Loaisiana,  pitying 
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tbat  th#  second  grade,  pf  Tefrkorilil  goveromenc 
may  be  extended  to  ibe  inhabhams  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. •  '    {    .    '* 

Mr.  NELfebN  also  pt'esented  a  certifiied  ^opy  of 
-  a  preseotment  by  thti  js^rand  jury  of  the  Districl 
of  St.  Charles,  lA  s^id  Territory.  irep)i-eseiitiiig 
that  tbe  second  gr^e  of 'Territorial  government, 
ought  to  be  exteaded  to  thaL  Territory;  that  ihi^ 
judges  of  iHe  general  court  qu^it  to  rei^ide  in  the 
Territory ;.  and  that  further  ana  equita'btle  prom- 
loos.ougHi  to  be  mad^  in  Favor  of  rejected  land 
eUima—rRMerred.  ,         .        , 

Mr;  Nblbov  also  presented  a  petition  of  menv- 
beis  of  several  Chrisiiaii  deBooamatKnia,  reii'idtDg 
in'  the  Wevtero'  parts  of  the  Uaited  j^tates/pray-^ 
iog  that  paiis  may  not  be  earned,  and  pd^t.qffiee's 
mar  not  be  opeoed,  on  Sundays; — Laid  on  the 
tahfc.    ^    •  . 

Mr.  PoiNDEXtER  pr^scmtecl  a^  petitioq  of  sun- 
dry inhabi'taots  of  the  Mississippi  l^erritory, 
praying  that  the  said  Tei^rrto^y  may  be  admitted 
into  tb^UAion'as  a  State.— Referred. 
'  Mr.  LbwiS)  from  tb?  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of, Oolambiav  presented  a  bill  fai'tber.tb 
'  amend  tbe  charter  of  the  city  b.f*  tifashrngfon; 
which  Was  rea^  -twice/ and  commttned  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whcrt^  ott^^ooday  next.  -       • 

Mr.  WiLUiiMs,  from. the  eommUtee  appointed 
Ota  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  whieli 
Irela'tes  tofining-the  raoks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
lisunents  of  the  regular  troops/«nd  to  an  aiisti)*- 
iary  force, -to  wbotUfWa^  relVrr^d  tbe  'biH  from 
the  Senate  *' aUthorVxing  the  President  oT  the 
tJnK^d  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  ran- 
gers'tbr  the  protection. of  th«*froniier  of  thje  Uni; 
ted, States,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment flind  the  bill  wa^  committ«d  to  a  Commit*' 
tee  of  the  Whole  tq^^morrow;  '    '     '    • 

/  Mr.  PbRTBk,  from  t|ie  Committee  on  Porei^u 
'itelations, toVhom  was j-efehred  the  bijlfrom  the 
Senate, .'^torafs^  an  additionstl  military  force,"  re- 
ported the  s^nte,  with  an  amendment ;  which'  was 
read,  and,  together  with  the. bill,  committed  4p< 
the'Committee  of  (|ie  Whole  on  the  state  of  tl^ 
Union.  * 

'l^he  SpBAKCft  laid' before  theHogse  a  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General  on- the  petitidns  oi  the 
SyBo\l  of  Pittsburg,'  and  of  sundry  rnember§  of 
several  Christian  dieaomi nations,  in  the  Westerii 
parts  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  coo- 
veyartee  6f  mails  on  Sundays;  Bfhich.wajr  read,' 
Bod  referred  to  tbe  Commitjiee  on  Posl  Offices 
Bod  Poet  Roads,  .    ^ 

An  engrossed  WW  tor  eoiitinrue  in  force,  for  a 
furibeir  t^me,  the  first  seetion  of  the  act,  edtitTed 
^'Ab  act  furthecr  tp  protect  the  commerce  and'sea- 
meB  of  the  United  States  against  tbe  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time^and  passed. 

1* he  House  proceeded  to  oensider  the  resolution 
«a|>mitted '  by  Mr.  Qboi^n  on  tbi»  twenty-sixth 
instant;  aod  the  said  resolution  beiBffaeaiQ  read, 
Was  dommitted  tothe  Committee  ^f  the  Whole 
oh  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  6n  the 
petition  of  Rees  Nanna  and  others. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  terms  on -which 
lands  sold  «t-^ri rate  sale,  and  that  retegrtfor  fail* 


ore  in  payment,  shall  azaio  be^ld,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  p^sse£:  ^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  dn  the  bill  fot  the  revision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certain  claims 
10  land  in  the  District  of  ETaskaskia.'  The  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment^  aod  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  andTead  the  third- time. 

"The  House  resolved  itself  into-'aGomrnlttee  of 
jhe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the'inore  convenient 
taking  of  a0idavits  and  bail,  in  civil  causes  depend- 
ing in  the  Courts  Of  the  uaited  Slates,  and  the 
Amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee,  on 
the  second  Instant.  The  CoAimittee  rosf  and  re-> 
ported  t!»e  bifl,  with  (he  amendment ;  which  was 
ooncurred  in  by  the'  HoBse,  and-  ordered  -to  be 
eogrosised,  and  read  the  t)iisd  time.   \      .  -^ 

.  The  House  resolved  itself  Tnto  a  pommittee  of 
the  Whole  oli  the* bill  to  continue  in  force,  fdr'a 
limited  time,  the  ^l^ries-pf  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment therein  {lientioned;"  apd,  ilfter  ^ome 
time  spenttherein,  the' Committees  rose  and  had 
leave  ;o  sit  again.  .  ^ 

l^PEflfNSrbVAOTA  MSOLUTlbNS. 
The  following  Message  Was  received  from  the 

PREBIDBfCfOP  TrBE  UNITfeO  StaTBB  :        '  .      * 

'Toihe  Striate  arfd  House- of 

Jlepr'esentaiipt^ofMeUniteS^ates:  ; 
'  I  lay  before  Congress -dopies'Df  resolutions  entered 
into  by  the  i^egislature  bf  Pennsylvania!  which  have 
t>een  transmitted  to  me  vHth  fhi^t  view  by  theOevernor 
of  that  Stats,  in  putauatacs  of  one  of  the  said  resolutions. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
'WisBiiriiTOir,  December  57,  1811. 

'  Tha  present  is  a*  period  repleta  with  hationa!  occur- 
ences as  mopientoos  as  ei«r  marked  the  annals  of 
the  world.  That  coUisiito  oC  Itingdoms'  and  empires 
which*  has  deloged  Earope  wi^  bloodv  home  dowB 
t)ie'practics,;aiLd  nearly,  s^tingvished  the  principles  «f 
justice  and  humanity,  is  not,  in:  its  eiSectb,  confiaedto 
that  iinhcppy  quarter  of  the  globe.  •  The  jinpanUieled 
|»respsnty,.i^e  enterpcisiiig  spirik,  and  the  expaniiBg 
comoierce  of  the  United  .States  of  Ajnerioa^  hav%  ren- 
dered thejn,  to.  fhe  two.  iai^htf  Hel)igereiilif  an.  object 
of  envy  aod.a^edium  of  retaliation,  pretended  as  to 
one*,  and  iniquitous  in  both.  -       . 

The  Empeior  of  the  French,  has  yet  nrach  to  do  be- 
fore the  just  claims  of'  par  country  can  be  satisfied, 
'dut  he  has  annulled  thoser  ^ecirees  wliich  were  the 
dhly  legal  obstruction  to  •  a  friendly  and  commercial 
intetcourse  v^ith  his  dominious.'  He  has  annulled 
those  very  decrees  on  which  the  British  Government 
solemnly  declared  its  Orders  in  Council  tQ  be  suspended* 
To  the  British  Government  and  to  the  world*  he  has 
evinced  the  eztingui^ment  o(  those  decrees  b^  the 
united  evidence  of  solemn .  profession  and  uniform, 
practice.  B  at  haire  the  Orders  in  Council  expired  With 
the  Ffench  deaees?  .  No.^  Qompared  with  thsir  priort 
■their  sabssqiient  operation  has  been  as  lifb  from  the 
d^ead.  They  have  been' executed  with  tedoubled  rigor. 
Our  seamen  are  impressed,  our  citizens  robbed,  our 
■flag  prostrated,  our  own  waters  infested,  pur  coasting 
trade  anrioyed,  our  harbors  blockaded  . 

'^  While  maritime' oppression  has  {hos  risen  to  its 
jummir,an  Envoy  Ei^traordinary 'is  s^nt' to  our 'Gov« 

ermnent,  itot  (as  might  have  been  reasonably  expected) 
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toioftea  oor  irritated  eoont^  hs  oonctlifttorj  langnagt ; 
not  to  ofler  atonement  fbf  oflencea*  and  ind^mnifica* 
tfona  for  wron^a  that  are  past;  theie,  with  a  singie 
exception,  he  paases  over  aa  thinpi  beneath  the  notice^ 
of  the  British  Governmefit  or  its  Envoy,  or  as  injuries 
to  which  the  inexhanetibre  forbearance,  the  presained 
timidity,  or  the  abject  debasement  of  the  Ameriean 
Government  would .  insure  her  silent  submission.  He 
eommepres  a  new  species,  and  system  of  insult.  He 
prescribes  to  the  President  what  he  shall  recommend, 
and  what  'the  National  Legislature  shall  enact.  He 
demands  a  law  which  shall  admit  the  products  and  man- 
ulaetorpa  of  Great  Britain  iMo  the  ports  of  the  Ui^ited' 
States,  although  American  manufoctotes  are,  even  in 
time  of  peace,  excluded  fronr  the  British  dominions. 
He  <56mmand8  the  American  Government  to  proeait 
of  Napoleon  an  -abandonment  of  his  continental  sy»- 
tem,  anil  the  admission  of  British  products  and  manu- 
factures into  his  own  and  tho  ports  ef  his  allies.  A. 
compliance  wi^h  the  first  of  these  demands  is  a  reliij- 
quishment  of  sover^ign^ ;  to  fUlfil  the  latter,  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  neither  right,  nor  power,  nor  the  folly 
to  attempt.  The  first  is  degrading,  the  second  impos- 
sible. And  ye^a  submission  to  these  royal  mandates 
is  menacingly  declared  to  be  the  only  condition  on 
which  the  Orders  in  CouncH  s&aU* be  repealed,  and 
the  violation  of  oar  neuytnd.righta  discontinued. . 

Solemnly  impressed  with  theae  eonsiderationa,  and 
contemplating  demands  so  unjust,  so  unreasonable,  so. 
disrespectful  to  the  inteUigenoe,  and  so  insulting  to 
the  sovereignty  of  an  enlightened,  free,  and  independ- 
ent people,  therefore, 

1.  Ruolrtdi  .hy  iAc  StnaU  and  H^ujte,  of  B^ci- 
seniaiivei  of  the  Commonwealth  qf  Ptnnaylvanui  in 
General^  AasemUy  mei,  That  the  polity  of  the  British 
GoTernment,  as  exhibited  by  her  naVal  power  on  the 
high  M«s»  And  expressed  by  her  Envoy  near-the  United 
Slates,  merits^the  reprobation, .and  cannot  bu(  arouse 
the  virtuous  indignation,  of  every  friend  of  this  country 
ind  its  Government.. 

2.  Reaohedi  That,  wlien  submission  Or  resistance 
to  the  unjust  'demands  of  a  tyrant  is  the  alternative, 
the  latter  only  can  be  ehofen  by  tho  freemen  of 
America. 

8.  Re9ohedy  That,  thougfa'we  would  rejoice  in  that 
adoption  and  practibe  ofju^ce  which  would  secure  to 
€lre#  Britain  and  to  the  world  our  friendship  and 
friendly  intercpnrae*  we  will,  in  order  to  repel  aggres- 
•ion  and  obtain -reparation,  vigorously '  exert  all  the 
powers  which  we  poeseaa  to  accelerate  the  aceomplish- 
ipent  of  sudh  military  preparations  as  the  vjrisdom  of 
our  National  Legislature  may  r^uire, 

4.  iee«o/i«c/,-That  it  is  our  duty  as  legislators  to  em- 
ploy a  suitable  portion  of  the  financed  of  this  Common- 
wealth in  promoting  the  growth  and  prosperity,  and 
in  securing  the  pcMnanence  of  our  infant  manu&c- 
tures :  that,  as  individuals  of  the  community,  we  will, 
aa  much  as  possible,,  abstain  from  wearihg  anything  in 
our  apparel  that  is  not  the  product  o(  these  manufac- 
tures, and  that  vre.will  recommend  t)u  same  patriotic^ 
practice  to  our  coostitueiHs..       .     ' 

6.  Resoived,  That  the  question  merits  serious  con- 
sideration, whether,  in  order  to  suppress  the  system  of 
plunder  and  impressment  on  the  high  seas,  it  would 
or  would  not  be  a  just,  humane,  and  efficient  retalia- 
tbn  to  lay  hold  on  property  of  the  Britich  Govern-, 
ment  or  of  its  subjects,  whenever  such  property  can 
be  found  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  indemnify  th^ 
plundered  American;  and  for  every  impieased^ men- 


ten  0i^aen,  to  seise  a  anbjeciof  HiaBritaqiiic  Majesty, 
wherever'  euch  subject  can  be  found*  and  to  anbject 
him  to  imprisonment  and  labor,  cortesponding  Co  the 
coadition  of  the  impressed  American  on  board  of  a 
British  ship  of  war. 

€.  JUsoived^  That  the-  wisdom,  4>atriotism,  and  firm- 
oeas'of  the  Executive-  and  .Qouncils'of  the  General 
Government  entitle  them  to  our  perfect  confidence, 
and  their  measures  to  our  .prompt  and  xeafous  co- 
operation ;  and,  in  case  an  appeal  to  arms  should  be 
deem^  necessary.  We  will  support  them  at  the  risk  of 
our  Kves  and  fortunes. 

7.  Reaohtd,  That  the  (Sovembr  bf  this  Common- 
Wealth  be  instructed  Co  transmit  an  avthenticaled 
copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Preaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  with  a-  request  that  he  eomiftunieate  them 
to  Congreif , 

JOHN  TODD,  Sptaher  of  the  Homm. 
P.  C.  LANE,  Speaker  of  ike  SenaU^ 

Monday  Dee^mber  30. 

0OOD  after  the  Jourbal  was  read^ 

^Mr.  Dawbow  rose  and  addressed  live  Chair. 
,  Thje  lowD£89i>f  Jiia  yorce,  owing  to  recent  iodi** 
position  pr^T^nted  his  being  beard  dlstiaciLy; 
hut  his  ob^ervaiioQs  w^re  near!):  as  folkxws: 

Mr.  Speakfr^Virgioia, .  my*  parent  Skate,  has 
long  to  mourn  thje  loss  of  some  of  her  ilM»t  Tala- 
.able  sons  and-' estimable  daughters^  who  oa  the 
night  of  the  26t|i  of  the  prescat  monthi  mel  their 
untimely  cUd.*  ...  '  . 

Among  those  who  peri)»i\ed  in  the  flamn^  in 
the  metropolis  .of  that  State,  on  .that  sad  night, 
were  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Siaie,  and  a 
genflemanf  well  known  to.iz{aay  of  us,  and  who, 
for  years,  held  4a  honorable  station  in  this  House. 
Some  of  the  mpst  yahiable  and  promiaeot  char- 
acters in  their  prpfessions^  and  others  who  prom- 
ised ere  long  to  be>  ornamebis  to  their  country. 
With  these,  sir,  wa>  tfae^  risiffg  ofi^prio^  of  ooe' 
of  our  present  most  valuable  members,  kud  maoj 
other  amiable  and  virtuous  women,  who  adorned 
and  impxoved  society. 

These,  wr,  with  many  athers,  have  fallen  vic- 
tims to  that  Unrelenting  element,  notwithsuod- 
ing  i\ie  hold  and  geaeroos  efforts  which  were 
made  to  save  them. 

Their  ashes  are  now  mingled  with  ihe  dost, 
and  their  spirits  have  ascended  to  Heaven. 

It  is  to  us  a  great  natlopal  calamity. 

1  well  know,  that  on  sucb  occasions  grief,  al- 
though keen,^is  u travailing— that  the  decrees  of 
fate  are  irrevocable  and  ought  to  be  bobmitted  U> 
With  hunwlity.  ^n  order,  however,  to  lesiify  the 
respect  add  sorrow  which  tbb  nationr  feels  fot 
the  deceased;  and  to  prove  that  we .  sympathize 
with  the  afflicted,  without  further  comment  on 
this  painful  snbject,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  fol« 
iowiog  resoiution;  ,.        .     ^ 

JUBoked^  That  the  members  of  this  lioQse.will  weaa 
crape  on  the  laft  arm  lor  on^  m^ith,  in  testimony  c£ 
the  respect  and  sorrow  which  they  feei  for  th^Me  im- 
fortunau  persons  who  perished  in  the  fire'  ia  the  city 


*  At  the  hnrning  of  the  Theatre  at  Richmond* 
t  Mb  Venahte..       %  Mr.  M.  Ola^'s  daaghtar. 
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0f  Rkhmond*  in  ViigiiiMi  oh  t|6  night  of  the  ^th  of 
/  tbo  pr^Mnt  moilUi. 

•  This  resolalion  wns  ubanitBOHsly  adoptedi ' 

Mr^'PoiNDfjrrEft  presented  to  ih^  House  a  reso- 
lutidp  of  the  Legislative  Coiiocii  and  House  of 
Itepreseip.t^lives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ap- 
pfobatory  of  the  canduct  of  the  Executive  in  toe 
laie  negotiations  with  (he-Britisli  Go^ernnileot, 
mod  expressive  of  their  determin^iioo  tp  support 
Mich  .measures 'as  fhe  Qe^Mrai  Gioirerameot  may 
adopt  for. the  maioteoance  of  the  rights,  the  poin*, 
iQePce,aiMi  the  hgnor,  of  tjie  Unite<|  States';  which- 
'was  read,  and. ordered  (0  lie  0(1  the  table.    . 

Mi^.  Morrow,' from  theCdcnBii'tteeon  the  Pub- 
lic Laa'ds,  presentc^d  a  bill  to  aaeertain  and  es- 
tablish tRuj  Western  ixibodary  of  tive  tract  re^ 
served  for  satisfy  itig'th*  niHttary  bounties  allowed. 
to  the  officers  and  aoldrers  pfthe'Virginialin^  on^ 
edntinental  esta blish men t;', which' was  read  and' 
coiAmitted  to  a  Coipmittee  of  the'Whote  on  Mon- 
day next.  ■■'..' 
'  Mr'.  WiixiAM8f  from  the  committee-appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Mes^sage  which  re- 
lates to  ailing  the  rahks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
listments of  the  jregular  troops,  and  -to  an  auxiliary 
force,  reported  (in  part)  a  oiu,sUppienx.eotary  t<2 
"Af^  act  more  effectually  to  provide  Cdc  the  na- 
tibnal  defence,  by  establishing  a  UMforni  militia' 
throughout  tbo  United  -^tatea;"  and  to  **An  act 
making  provisibn  for  armipg  and  equipping' the 
whole  body  of  theniilitia'of  U)e  United  State^^^ 
which  wils  read  twjee  and  commiued  to  the  Coja- 
mittee  of  th^  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WKionr  ipoved  tlie  followio{7  resolutian ; 
.     Resolved;  lliata  coamittee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  protection,  recovery,  and  indemniBca- 
tioQ  of  American  Mamen. 

The.  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table." 
The  Hoyse  resolve.d  itself  in-lc^  a  Gbmmfttee  of ^ 
the  Wiiole.oo  the  bill  autboji^ing  the  President 
Df  .the  Uoiie4  States  to  accept  and  or^ni^e  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps;^and,  after  som£ 
time  spent,  therefn,  the  Committee  ros^  and  had 
'  leave  to  sit  agaih. 

The  House  res^ved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  thp  Senate^  ''To 
raise  a^  additional  iiHlitary  force,"'  and  •  on  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign' Relations  j  andtHfter  some  time  spent- 
therein,  the  Gommitt^^e  rose  aufl  hatl«  leave  tO  sit 
'again.   "  •  •       •    .     * 

•RBMKfSION  dt  DUXIE8.' 

M'r.  Newton,'  frona  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merC|e^and  Manu/kctiiceH,  made  a  r^poft  on  the 
petition  of  Eiekiel  Hijbbell;  referred  the  eighth 
ultimo  j^  which  was  read;  when^  Mr.  Nbwton 
presedled  a  bljl  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  todecide  oii^iiie  case  of  the  ship  Eliza 
Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel  Hubbell  ^  wbich^was 
read,  and,  together  with  thj^  report,  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Wholes  on  Friday  next.  . 

The  report  is-as  follows : 

Thavtha  patHioner,  on  the  ITth.of  JanuaTj,  1809, 
at  Voii^^ii  the 'KiagdoB  of  Great  Britain,  parc^Mscd 


of  William  Lymaii,  the  Ootttal  <>f  the  United  Statee, 
tl|e' ship.  Eliza  Ann,  of  New  York,  he  acting  aa  the 
agent  of' the  owners,  Joshua  Jones  and  Edward.  R. 
Janes,  of  New  York,  trading  under  the  firm  of  Joshua 
Jones  and  6on ;  i^nd  that  the  said  ship  w^s  transferred 
)»,the  petitioner,  by  the  paid ''William  Lyman,  accord- 
ing ^  th^  form  prescribed  by4aw.  Tha^,  after  the  pur- 
cha.8e  of  the  saJd  ship,  she  sailed  A-om  London  to  Cadiz, 
in -Spain  ;^  tdok  in  there  a  cargo,  pdncipally  belonging 
to  the  petitioner,  and  proceeded  to  New  York,  at  which 
place  ahe  airlved  on  or  about  the  7th  of  June,  1809; 
the  petitioner  beihgat  that  ti^e  abseat  iii  Europe,  and 
for  soD^  months  after  the 'arrival  of  tha  ship  in  the 
United  States;  in  consequence  t>f  which;  a  register,  in 
the  name'  of  the  ownervor  petitioner,  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, and  tlie  ship  an^  cargo  wore  -subjected  to  the 
payment  of  foreigi^L  duties.        '. 

It  is  also*  stated  that  a  register  for  th^  said  Bhip,*ac- 
eording  to  law,  has  been  obtained.* 

*  The  object  of  the  petitioner  is  to  obtain  a  ren^ission  of 
so  much  of  the  duties  fw  afe  above  those  paid  by  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States.    ' 

This  case,  whilei  the  ^said  lihip  "v^as  without  a  regis- 
ter, c;ame  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the.  Treasury  ,De« 
partment,  and  aremUsioa  of  the 'foreign  duties  might 
have  been  procured,  had  ah  application  .been  made  to 
that  Department,  daring  the  continuance  of  the  disa- 
'  biHty  incurred  by  the  owner's  not  taking  out  a  register 
within  ^ree  (jjays  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  ship  in 
the  port  of  J^ew  York* 

^  A  new  certificate  of  registry  being  obtained  previous 
to  th^  application  df  the  owner  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ti^'ury  fpc  a  icnrission  of  the'  foreign  duties,  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  the  latter  to  do  ao,  as  the  remission 
is  incidental  only  to  the  Secretrary's  removing  a  dis- 
ability. 

The  committee,  on  mature  Consideration,  are  o£  opin- 
ion rdbat  cases  like  the  present  ought  to  be  decided 
without  delay,  and  that  it  is  'safer  to  confine  them  to 
the  jurisdicta>n/>f  the  Treasury.  Department*  Being 
of  this  opinion,  they  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill,  author- 
izing the  8ec;retary  of  the  Treasury  to  render  the  same 
decision,  on  this  case,'  that  he  would  haye  done  had 
appUcation  beenf  made  to  hhn  previous  to  the  removal 
of  the  disabili^  by  the  petitioner. 

CGMPENSATION  OF  REVENUE  Of  FIOERS. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  (he  Committee  of  ^ays  and 
Means,  made  u  report  on  the-  several  petjtions  of 
jbe  Collectors  of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia^  Nor- 
folk, Plymouth,  in  Mass9chu>et(s,  and  Baltimore, 
and  of  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, referred  during  the  present  session ;  which 
Was  read; -when,  Mr. Bacon,  from  the  same  com- 
mtttee,  presented  a  bill  in  additran  to^'An  act  to 
establish  the  f^ompensatiouii  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed tfx  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  importa 
aod«  tonniige^"  which  was  read  twice  and  com* 
mitted  tea  ComTnuteeof  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
next.'  The  report  i^a^  foUoWs:*  . 

That  the  aforesaid  officers  pray  that  provision  may 
be  made,  by  law,  for  remunerating  to  them  the  defi- 
ciencies which  have  happened  in  the  amount  of  their 
annual  compensations,  for  some  years  past;  and,  as 
it  respects  the  collectors  of  the  pOifs  Of  Baltimore,  and 
Norfolk^  that  additional  coifapensatiott  may  be  mada 
\bkm  for  the  focnre. 

Hie  committee  bav^  dbeerved  that  th^  deficiencies 
lefwred  to  hav^  oceurred  prindpally  during  the  yean 
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1800  and  1809, 'and  hare  b«en  occtfioned  by  two 
Cftiuei: 

IbL  The  generally  depre$9ed  st^te  of  commerce,  dar- 
ing tbofle  years,  which  00  materially  affected  the  gene- 
ral revenue  of  the  country,  and,  consequently,  the 
emolument  of  thjB  officers. employed  in  its  collection, 
in  difierient  degrees. 

2d.  The  payment  «ver,  by  some  6f  th^  present  in- 
cumbents of  those  particular  offices,  to  the  legal  repre>> 
sentiitiTes.of  their  *decea9^d  predecessors,  of  a  moiety  of 
the  commiflfcions  arising  from  dutiev  bonded  by  Such 
predecessors,  but  actually  received  by  such  incumbents, 
pursuant  tp  the  4th  section,' of  the  act  to  establish  th^ 
compensations  for  those  officers,  passed  March  2d,'  1799; 

On  this  Tiew.of  the  subject,  the  (Committee  wpuld 
remark,  that,  so  far  as  such  diminution  6f  compensation 
has  been  occasioned  by  the'  first  mentioned  cause,  it 
must  be  expected  by  public  olficerp,  whose  emoluments 
depehd;  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  actual  state  of  the 
general  commerce  of  the  country,  that  they  should,  in 
some.mpasure,  share  their  part  in  the  occasional  varia- 
tions which,  at  particyh^  periods,  may  hpppen  to  that 
commerce  ;  and  if,  during  some  years,  they.are  enabled 
to  receive  an  amount  which  Is  obviously  something 
more  than  an  average  compensation  for  services  equally' 
arduous,  in  the  ordinary  branches  oT  private  busmess, 
it  ought  Qot  to  be  complained  of, 'if,  id  other  years,, 
they  should  receive  somewhat  Jes^  Applying  this 
principle  to  the  case  of  th^  particular  officer^  iunder 
consideration,  the  committee  are  convinded  that,  upon 
^n  average  of  three  years,  from  1898  to  1810.  both  in- 
clusive, those  officers  {wiUi  thp  exception  of  the  cdHe<^ 
tor  of  Baltimore)  have  been  enabled  to  receive  aq  an- 
nual compensation  for  their  services,  which,  in  reference 
to  the  general  regards  of  skill  and  indu^ry,  during 
that  period,  ought,  und^  all  the  circumstances  of  their 
case,  to  be  deemed  a  reasonable  one/  The  net  emol- 

gmenis  6f  the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  (including  tho 
alf  commissions  paid  to  His  predecessor)  during  that 
period,  amounting  to  the  average,  st^tti  of  $2,537  12, 
unnuaily;  those  of  the  naval  officer  of  Uiat'port,  to 
$2,625  89 ;  those  of  the  collector  x>f  Norfolk,  to  $Q21-82 ; 
and  those' of  the 'coHector  of  Plyinouth^  to  $1,34)  ^5, 

That/ so  far  as  the  net  emoluments -of  some  of  those 
officers  have  been  affected  by  the  second'  consideration 
above  stattedy  it  ooght  not  to  form  a  g^ond  fqr  req^n- 
nition  by  the  Government,  jnnce  it  is  ^  circumatanoe 
incident  to  all  other  officers  of  the  same.  des<nription, 
upon  the  commencement  of  their  official  duties,  "and*  is, 
in  effisct,  but  the  advance  of  a  sum  out  of  their  first- 
year's  emoluments,  which  they  m^y  calculate  upon  be-. 
ing  refunded  to  them,, or  their  legal  representatives^ 
afltcr  the  expiration  of  theh*  official  .duties  by  death  or 
resignation.    .    '  '.     '  ;, 

That^  i$bme  .  inequalittos  exist  in  the  compensations 
now 'allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  cnstoma,  is  not  im- 
probable, and  a  general  review  of  that  subject  may,  at 
a  suitable  time,  be  praper  and'  expedient..  But  it  is 
doubted  whether  the.  present  unsettled  statfB  of  opr 
commerce  and  revenue  ,wiU  afford  sufficient  dutOi  qn 
which  any.^rmanent  regulations  in  this  behalf  ott^ht 
to  be  founded. 

The  case  of  th0  collator  of  Baltimora  is  the  only  one, 
amongst  those  referitd  to  them,  which,  in  the  jtt<!^- 
nentofthe  committee,  is  attended  with  suoh  obvious 
circumstances  of  hard^ip,  and  00  striking  inadequacy 
of  compensation,  as  to  justify  extending  to  him  specific 
and.teinpoj;ary  re^ef.  '  The  present'  coUecter  came  into 
office  near  the  .09inmeBaBttent  of  tlie  year  -1808;  and 


it  appears,  froi*  thtf'6A<M  retoinsof lusenioltiiiienllv 
and  expenditiiref,  that  his  net  emoltaBieffte  fur  that . 
and  the  two  succeeding  years  iiave  amounted  to  hnt 
$.1,180  57,  being  ai^  average  annual  ccyupenaatioa  for 
those  years  -  of  but  $393  52 ;  and,  so  far  as  caii  be  as- 
certained Irom  a' comparative  view  of  the  official  xe- 
turifs,  it,  appears  that  the  expenditures  of  that  office 
have,  during  that  period,  been  kept  within  as  reaeon- 
abl«  limits  as  circumstances  would  justify. 

Undi^r  this  view  of  the  several  cases  refeirred  tatl^Bm. 
the  committee  recommend  to  the  Ubui^  the  ioilow- 
ing  Tcsointionii : 

lat  That, the  prayer' of  the  seven!  petitions  of  tha 
collectoraof  the  poi;ts  .of 'Pbiladelphfla,  Norfolk,  and 
Plymouth,  ^Massachu^tts,)  and  <pf  the  naval  officer  of 
the  pbrt  of  Philadelphia,  -ought  not  to  be  granted. 

.  2d.  That  theie  be  allowed  fd  James  if:  McCnUoch, 
collector  of  the  port  efBidtimore,  th%  sum  of  $1,500, 
as  $  rdtnnperation  for'servioes-in  hia  said  office,  during 
.the  years  i808,»  1809,  and  181 6,  for  which  his  official 
emolument9  weice  ba  inadequate  compensation .. 

•  The-  comnAttee  beg  leave  further  to  report :  That, 
in  the  course  of  the  examinations  which  became  ne- 
cessaty  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  particular  cases 
under  consideration^  their,  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  practical  operation  of  those  -portions  of  the  rev- 
enue la.ws  which  were,  designed  to-limit;  within  re^ison- 
'  able  bounds,  the  net  annual  emolixments  of  the  officers 
,qf  the  cQ^toms,  in  some  of  the  principal- (iorts  of  the 
"Union. 

.  Bt  tlie  third'  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1802,  it  is  jftroWded  "  that, 
whenever  the  annual  emoluments  of  any  collector  of 
the  customs,  after  '  deducting  therefrom  th^  expendi- 
tures incident  to  his  office,  shall  .amount' to  more  than 
five  thousand  dolli^,  or  those  of  a  naval  offieet,  after 
i  like  deductioh,  tp  more  than  three  thoueand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  oj[  those,  of  a  surveyor,  ai^r  a  like  deduc- 
tion, to  more  than  three  thousand  do[laJrs,  the  surplus  ' 
shall  be  aopouhted  for,  Aed  paid  by'flvem,  respectively, 
to/the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stktes.** 

The  principal  items  composing  the  aggregate  of ''bx.- 
penditurea  incident  to  these  offices,''  <?onsist  of  clerk 
hire,  atationery>  office  rent,  and  fuel ;  an  account  of 
which,  those  omceM  are  now  required  by  law  te  trans- 
mit; annually,  to  theCompttoUer  of  the  Treasury,  to  be 
by  him  Ifiid  before  Congress.  80  ^ng  as  the  whole 
net  amount  d(  emoluments' received  ny  them,  respect- 
ively, does  not  e;iceo(l  .the  nuxximvm.vrhkjU  they  are 
authorized  to  retain  fox  their  own  oompensaiion,  the 
perabnal  interest  of  the  o^cer  i^  undoubtedly  a  auffi- 
oient  check  against  an  .unreasonable  application  of 
their  gcoas  eo»>>lnments  for  clerk  hire  and  other,  official 
expenses.  But,  whebeVer  the^  net  f^mouoi  •comes  to 
exceed  ihtit  maximum,  it  Js  evident  that  the  expendi- 
tures for  thoQB  objects  are  liable  to  misapplication  and 
ahuie.  In  the  b/anch  of  clerk  hire,  particulariy ,  ikt  ,es- 
tfibliehment  of  an  officer  may  be  taj^^nded  amon^  hla , 
fi^iends,  connexions,  and-  dependents,  to^a  degree  Um- 
ited  only  ty  the  amount  of  which  t^e  whole  net  emol- 
uments of  the  office  exceeded  that  to  which  the  law 
has  Umited  th^  personal  compensation  of  the  officer. 
The  4;onimittee  do  not  pretei>d  to  aver  that  any  in- 
'stances  of  such  actual  mbapplieation  6r  abuse  have 
been  br6ught  to  their  knowledge}  but  it  is  deemed 
their -duty  to  state  those*  of  which  the  system,  under 
present  regulations,  is  iutoceptible,  From  the  .informa- 
tion received  ^rom  the  Treasury  Department,  it  ap- 
pears thAt  no  kgal  or  piaetacal  check  against  snob 
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ibnsM  ikotr  exiito  in  thti  P«|Mur(iAeift.  ,  It  mk%j^  per«> 
baBffbe  dif&cult  loproride  aoy  which  6ba)l  be  entircJy 
«tfectuai.    It  luM  occurred  to  the  c<^jn|tiiltee,  tbat'eonie 
UmitaticRW  upon  the  i^mounjt  of  clerk  ht^e  might  pTbp-> 
erly  be  proTided ;  that  it .  should '  be  made  the  duty  of 
all  cuatbm^hn'use  o^cerh  to  return  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  a  gpecrficatioO  of  the 'number,  names, 
and  respective  compensation,  ef  all  clerl^  Employed  by 
them;  and  ghtng  to  tb'e  accounting  o/ficers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  a  power  of  Tevising  the  accoupfs 
of  office  expenditnreSj  and  disallowing  such  parts  tbere^ 
of  as  BHouId  appcAr  to  them  -nnreMonabto  or  impnoper. 
That  altthe  etarolumentsari«iDg'fr6(n  any  agency  em*> 
ployraent,  or  oflfic^,  littaehMl<to,  or  dependent  on^  any 
principal  office  in.  tb^^  cilstoms,.>hould  bfr  inelfided  in 
their  general  annAal  return  of  emoiomehts  and  expend- 
ito^esr-the  retnrps  heret#ft(re  made,  as  itis  undteiBtood, 
not  being  an^kn*  in.  tliis  respeet^some  of  thfr  ofileers 
including  thdae  partk^sr  emol'ttn^nts  in  their  *etnrne» 
and  othefB  omittibg  them.    la  illustration  of  the  4i^ure 
»ndeitei\t  of- these  emoLubelklB,  it  is.tp  be  observed, 
that  al|  tihe  eoUector s,  in  the  ports  wh^®.  thor^  are  no 
su/iEeyors,,  and  th»  surveyohai  ip  .those  j^rU  where 
there  ais6  such  offiper^  hold  a  separate  'commission'  of 
inspector  of  the  rebenue/or  th^  pbri,  i^  virtue  x>f  which 
they  are  entitfed  to  certain  fbes.    One  collector,  in  each 
State,  under  the'  act  of  April  6th,  A802,-jCfor  repealing 
.the  internal  taxes)  has  been  authorized  to  prepare* cer- 
tain certificates  to  accompany  spirits,  wines^  atid  teas/ 
imported,  for  which  they^receirs  certain  fees.  •  Sundry 
collectors  are  agents  for  the  marine  hospitaf,  and  super- 
intendents of  Eght-houses,  ibr  which  they  receive  cer- 
tain commissions  on  moneys  expended  by  tfaemi    And 
Whether  it  is  witBlp  the  intention  gtf  the.  law  of  the 
dOth  of  'ApriU'180^,  limiling-ihe  copspensations  of 
these  ofileers,  ^a|  such-  incidanyd  emoluments  sh»aid 
be  incUided  in  that  liaiitation^  or  not|  it  is  eqiial- 
ly^  propec  thai  their  annual  amount  should  h^  known, 
aud  brought  within  the.jreview  asd^oontroUing  powers 
ofCoDgresa. 

^Alti^^ttgh  the  amount  received  by  the  custpmvhouse 
officers^ibr  th/eir  share  of  fines>  penalti^,  and^  forfeit- 
ures, does  not  foriu  a.part  of  their  ordinary  emolu; 
laents^  BO  as  tp  subject  thisporiion  of  them  to  the  lim* 
iUtiori,  yet  they  ought,  as  it  is  conceiytedf  to  include 
•them  in  their  returns,  and  for  thi^  obvious  Teason«  viz : 
that  the  same  causes  which  may  have  much  dinJin- 
ished  the  regular  emoluments  of  those  officers,  mtfjr, 
and  probably  have,  greatly  increased  the  casual' ones 
arisltig  from  this  source.  Another  reason  for  requiting 
'  4ich  returns  is  that  of  uniformity — some  of  the  offi- 
cers now  incloding,  and'othen  omtttipg  them; ' 

Borne  regulations  of  this  sprt^  design^  to  bring  the 
tffidal  expenditures  of  the  offidens  of  the  customs  more 
hnmediately. under  tfa^  review  of  the.  Legislature,  and 
the. reasonable  control  pf  the  Treasury  Department^ 
have,  suggested  Uiem8eWe»to  the  committee^  and  have 
heen  incorporated  into  the  biU*  whichy'  by  f>rder  of  the 
HoQse,  is  b^rewith  reported.  .  ^  '< 

>     CoiteiiTm  Rook,  Aoveai^cr  19,  1811. 

Biat  Tli«  OommitteS'Of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom 
l^been  referred  thft  aeveral  memorials  of  theeollee* 
^<n*  of  NoHblki  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  praying  for 
*xtra  campenaation  for  past tervioee,  and  foi^  an  iitcrease 
^  the  con^misMOBs  attached  to  their  oflSoes,  for  the  fu« 
htte^.and  which  are'^herawith  •enclosed,  haye  direoled 
■to  to  reqaest  of  jrou  the  fbUowing' information,  via : 

l«t.  A:stataia«atof  |ha  gross  amolottiaats  .and  offi- 


cial ^expeadituvas  of  the  d»||eetoc  of  Baltimoi«,«from 
the  year  1S05,  inclusive,  to  the  present  period.       . .      , 

2d.>  A  similar  statement  in  relation  to  the  collectors  of 
Philadelphia  anil -Norfolk  for  the  preceding  qt^afters-of 
the  year  ISfll.  '      '        - 

3d.  A  statement  of  the  official  expenditiires'  of  the 
^hree  officers  aforesaid;  "from  the  year  1807,  mdueive, 
to  thtf  prfseu^  period,  hoting  distinctly,  the  hatuVe  of 
thofBC  expenditures,  the  number  of  clerks  employed  by 
^6h>  with  their  respective  salaries  and  compensations. 

4th.  Whether  the  official  ofpmdiiurM  of  the  col*- 
lectors  (particularly  4hat<portM>a  oTthem  obcasioAed  by 
clerk  h^n^maj  not,  w^thc^ti  inconvenience,  be  dimia- 
ished  in  proportiop  to  IOm  corrbspouding  Uiminutioa  of 
the  currentofficlial  h^neas  and  emoluments  of  the  sev- 
eral ^officers.      ... 

6th.  Wl^ether  the  nocessary  actual  duties  of  said  on- 
cers have  not,  in  a  good  measure,  diminished  in  a^cor* 
respoodtng  proportion  to  the  (fiminution  of  their  net 
emoluperits.  «    '.     t  '•  .       ( 

6th.  Whfi  practical  checks  exist  against  the  im-^ 
proper  expenditure  of  money  for  clerk  hire  ahd  other 
office  expenditures,  and  what  are  the  general  rules 
adopted  bjTth^  T^e&sufy  Department*in  relation  thereto. 

7ib.  ^uch  informatiouy  tending  to  elucidate  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  (he  cbmmittee»  as  you  miy  ifajnk  proper 
tp"  communicate.         /  '         •    -^ 

I  am,  sir,  with  In^eat  respect,  yotir  oibedient  servaftt, 

E.BACON. 
•  Hon*  A.'  GifLLATtx,  ■  •   .  • ' 

'    Stereiary  of'ihe  Trttuury,  . 

•     •  ^  \      .    • 

Taiasun^  IXivaHykiict/    ' 

lAeeeifi^cr  S,  1»U« 
8ia  f  I  hi^vB  the  honor  -  to  -ettclose ,  die  statemeots  of 
emoluments  and  official  expenditures  of  certann  ooUec- 
tof*,,  r«quivad  by  ybhr  letter  of  I9th  -uftimo,  so  fitr  as 
the  same  are  known  at  tho  Treasury. 

1  do.  not  know  the  number  send  salaHee  of  clerl^i  «ni-  ' 
ployed  by  the  collecton.  No  other  returns  are  /sq«ir«A 
ffOm  them  by  law,  in-tb^t  respect,  than  those  which 
haitebeen  annually ^traoemitted  to  .Congress.  The 
Treasury  ha^  ap  control  over,  or  checks  against|  the  edi- 
ployment.of  ^  .superfluous  number  of  defies  by  those 
officers — the  o.aly> 'check- provided  by'U^  being- the 
amount  of  their  gross  emoluments,  out'  of  which  they 
must^ay  their  clc;^,  office  sent,  fliel*  stationery,  dcob 
The  expense  of  clerk  hire  may  certainly  be  diminished 
when  there  is  a  gr^t  diraioutlon  of  business;  bi\t  this 
may  direrease  more  ^ddenly  than  it  is  pi^actieab)^  to 
dismiss  men  in  your  Omplo^ment.  It  is  %0  mneh  the 
interest  o'f  the  collectors  to  feduce  their  expanses,  Whan 
their  profits  are,  diitiinisiied,  that,  it  is  probable  that 
they  have  ^tl  done  it  as.  far  as  they  couM ;  but  I  can- 
not assert  the  fact  of  toy  own  knowledge.  I  am  of 
opinion  that)  upder  thcroatrictive  laws,  the  pergonal 
ahd'actnal  duties  of  the  •oflleetors  h»«e  been  increasod» 
noiwitMai^ing  the  diminutiou  of  business  in  other 
respects.  .That. the  .three  ooUectoiB,  wboOe '.petitioBs 
yon  ejaoftosed,  have  not,  <iariug*tho>D^nod  of  their  servi' 
ces^  reoeived  a  oompensation  adequatsto  those  sorvieest 
appeal*  to  mo  ovidant.  How  ^ar  j  ustioe  and  policy  loay 
reqjalro  that  an  additional  allowance '  shonld  be  mad^ 
to  them  on  that  account,  is  not  4.  question^ for  me  to 
decidfi.    I  have  th^  hondr  to  be,  drcr.       '  \ 

ALBERT  GALLATIBi. 
Hon.  £.  Dacox,  Chairman 

Commitiu  df  \Vay€  oind  Ucmas.  ^ 
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TuBS^AT,  Dtcerober  31. 

Mr.  KToRRow,  from  (He  Committee  on  tht 
public  Laod^,  presented  a  biU.givinsr  further 
time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete  tbetr  payments; 
ithich  was  read  .twice,  and  cooimUted  to  a  Com* 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,    ' 

Rfseolved,  Tiiat  the  President  of  ihe  United 
diates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  isformationr  whether  tobacco,  tb« 
growth  of  the' Uoit€9d«  States,  is  adfi\itted  into 
Holland,  an^.  if  admitted,  whether  the  adminis- 
tration, en  regie,  on  that  arttele,  as  it  exist;  ia 
France,  extends  to  Holhind  and  the  tianseatic 
Towns,  and  whether  tlie  tariff  in  Holland  is  the 
same  a»-  that  in  France. 

Mr.  KcivT  and  Mr.  Ormsby  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  'present  the  said  resbiutioo  to  the 
President. 

.An  engrossed  bill  /or  the  revisioli  .of  fornaer 
eoBfirmatlons,  and  for  confirminsr  certain  claims. 
to  land  in  theDistrict  of  Ka^^askia^  Was  re^d  the 
third  time,  and  passed.  ^       ^      ' 

'  An  eng^rosftfd  bill  providing  (br  the  more  con- 
Tenieot  taking  of  affidavits  and  baiiin  ci.vil' causes 
depending  ih  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  ^ime,  and  passed..   /  4  ' ' 

A  message  from  ibe Senate  infornae^the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  extending;  the 
time  of  certain  platen  t^  granted  tb'Rober^  Fulton  i'* 
as  also  a  bhii  *^  tor  fh 6. establishment  of  a  Quarter- 
master's Department ;  to  which  thej  desire  the 
eoneurrence  of  th*^  House. 
'  The  SpcAKGR  laid  before  the  Hoq^  ^  letter' 
•from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  transmntfiig 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  for  thejrear  1^12 ; 
Which  irere  read,  and"  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

'  Mr.  roTNDBXTER  called  for  the  consideration 
of  th^  resolution  which  had  been  laid  upon  the 
table  some  day^ago,  calling  upon  the  President 
for  information  whether  any,nej;oliatiofi  be-now 
pending  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
or  any  6ther  Power,  lespecttng  the  claim  0/  the 
United  States  to  that  pari  of  the  country  of  which 
possession  was  taken  by- virtue  of  the  Preside ni'^ 
proclaq^ation  of  October:  1810,  dbc.f  wbicli  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ^ppoioted  to  wait  ujy- 
OQ  the  Pre^ideot  therewith. , 

.  ADDITIQNAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 
The  Housfi  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of 
this  WboWon  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  raise  an 
additioiMil  military  Jorcoxji  wbeUy 
•  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLbUMs  moved  that  the  commit- 
•teeriae,  and-  have  leave  to  sit  nfitAiOf  ih  order  to 
^take  op  the* bill  from-  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  raise, certain 
companies  of  jrangers  for  the-  pristectioQ  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  U/iited  Slates;  as,  from  informa- 
tian  receive^,  it  was  probable  that  this  force  would 
be  immediately  wimied,  serious  apprehensions  be- 
ing entertained  of  renewed  hostilities  /rom  the 
Indian  tribes  on  QU^ frontier. 

The  Committee   rosa  accordiogly,  and  th?' 


House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee- of  the 
Whole  on  the  'proposed  bill.  The  bill  was  gone 
through,  reported  without  ainendmebt,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed.  .  ' 

The  Housd  then  resumed  th^  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  raise  an 
additional  military  force;  when,  • 

Mr.  Clav  (the  Spe^tkf  r)  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  the  following  proviso : 

"  Prmdedf  howeoer^  That-  oiBoers  for  tight  regi- 
ments only  shall  be  appdinCed^  twtil.tllree-fourths  of 
the  privates  of  soch  eight  regiments  shall  be  eotis^ed, 
whea  the  officers  for  the  remaiiung  five  regiments  shall, 
also,  h^  appointed." 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  a  difference  of  opinioa 
had  arisen  yesterday,  whether  the  additional  mil- 
itary, force  proposed  to  be  rai^d  ought  to  he  fifteen 
thousand,  or  twenty-five  thousand  niea;  not  so 
much;  he  believed,  Mm  a  conviction  thai  twenty- 
five  thousand  men  w6old  be  too*many,>ut  from 
a  disUke  to  the  appointment  of  offieess  (br  the 
whole  befbre  they  would  b(e  wanted,  so  as  to  baFe 
an  army  of  officen  without*  the- requisite  ntim- 
bcr  of  rti^  for  the.ifn  to  commands  This  objec- 
tion would  be  obviated  b/the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  for  the'  officers  for  "eight  re^roenu 
Would  not  be  more  (lilan  would  be  required  for 
fifteen  thousand  men,  had  the  friends  of  that 
number  carried  their  point.  And,  as  the  whole 
twentyrfive  thousand  men  could  not  he  goi  at 
once,  the.expensii  of.  the  office rs^  Whose  appoint- 
ment was  proposed,  to  be  deferred,  would  be 
saved ;  and  the  officers  for'eight  regiments  would 
be  fuUy.  sufficient  fo^  (he  reor(iiii#ig  service.  H« 
hoped,  thertafbre,  theiam^ndmeikt  would  bcadopt- 
ed. — Agreed  to.,  ' 

The  CffAiitMAN  was  abbot  to. pat  the  qaestioa 
01^  the  CommitteeV  rising,  when 
'.  Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker]  said,  that  whcti  the 
sttbjectof  this  bill  was  before  the  House. io  the 
abstract  form  of  a  .resolution,  proposed  hy  the 
Coinmittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Heuse  to. discuss  it  white  he  was  in 
th^  Chair.  He  did  not  cotnplain  of  this  course  of 
proceeding ;  for  he  did  not  at  any  lime,  wieh  the 
House,  from  considerations  personal  to  him,  to  de- 
aart  from  tha:^  mode  of  traikiacting  tlie- public 
oosiness  which  they  thought  best.  He  merely 
adverted  to  the  clrcumsianee,  as  an  apology  for 
tlie  trouble  he  was  about  to  giv^  the  Comnoitt^e. 
He  was  at  all  times  disposed  to  take  hie  share  of  . 
responsibility,  and,  under  this,  impression,  he  felt 
that  he  owed  it  to  his  coo£:tiiifents  and  to  himself, 
before  the  Committee  rose,  to  submit  to  their  at- 
tention *a  few  observations.  -  • 

He  saw,  Whlh  regret,  diversity  of  opinion  among 
those  who  had  the  happiness  .generally  to  act  to- 
gether, in  relationto  the  quantum  of  force  pro- 
posed to  be  raided.  ^For  his.pHrt^iie -thought  it 
was  100  great  for  peace  \  and,  he  feared,  too  small 
for  war.  He  had  been  in  favor  of  the  number 
recommended  by.  the  Senate,  and  he  woald  ask 
gentlemen  who  had  preferred  fifteen  thbusandj  to 
take  a'  candid  and  dispaabioftate  review  of  ihe 
subject.  It  was  admitted,  op  alltands,  that  it  was 
a  force  to  be  raited* for  the  purposes  of  war,  and 
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to bt kracopjini}  osed  ooly  i» th«eveBt of  war. 
It  was  Airiber  .conceded,  ii^i  its  priocipai  desti- 
satioD  would  be 'the  proriiiees  of  ottr  ememy..  Bf 
the;^bin,  wbich  had  been  passed,  to  eompfete  ifcre 
Bcaee  establitibmeDt,  w^  ha^  antbortzed  the  eol« 
lectioD  of  a  force  of  about  sii  thousand  meHf  ex^ 
duitire  of  those  now  in  ^ryice,  which,  witB^tbe 
twenty-fiye  tlioosaad-  proTided  for  by  this  hUf, 
Wiligive^n  agifregate  of  nev.  tfpop»of  thifty- 
ooe  thousand  aaech.  fixperioDee  in  mi Ktary>  af- 
fairs has' shown  that,  when  any  9iT^en  nomber  of 
men  ia  authprized  to  be fSised, yotrmust  incoont^ 
ingvpon  the  effeetive  rii.ea  which  it  witl  produce 
deduci  one-fourth  or  qneahird  {of  desertion,  sick*- 
•ess,' ai&d. other  if^ideats,  to  which  raw  troops  are 
peeaiiarly  exposed.  *  In' roeasurjes- relating  to  Wan, 
It  is  wisest,  if  yoa  err  at  all,  to  er^  'on  the  si^e  of 
the  largest  force,  aod^yo9  will'4;ons^queotly  pat 
down  your  thirty-one  thousand  ttien  at  nottnore 
than  ani  effective  foPce<in  the  ^e|d  of  about  twen* 
ty-oae  thousands  This,  with  the- fpUr  <hovsaitd 
now  id^sterYice,  will  amduot  io-twftnty-fife  thou- 
sand eff«ctive  toen.  The  Secretary  oi  War  Mas 
stated,  in  his  import,  that,  f<it  tbesingle  purpose  of 
npanjiiBg  yotar  roris  and  garrisons  on  the  .seaboard, 
twelve  thousand  six  hiradred  oiea-afe  necessary. 
Airhough  the  whole  :of  thpt  numbeji^  will  n^t  be. 
lakeo  from  the  tweinty-five  (h<Kinnd,ft  portion  of 
it  probahlv  wiir  be.  We  are  told  that,  in  Canada, 
t)iere  nre  between  seren  and  eight  thousand  reg- 
ular troops;  If  it  is  iuvadedt  ^be  whole  of  .that 
force  Will  be  coot^enlrated  in  Ctmebec;  and  will 
you  auempt  that  ahnost  impregnable  fortress 
with  IcM.  than  double  4he  force  of  th'e^besiegbd  1 
OeDtlemeB  who  calculaife  upon  Toluuteers  us  a 
substitute  for  regttlars,-onght  nottodeeeryethem- 
aelves.  No  man  appreciated  higher  th^n  he  did 
tb^  spirit  of  the  country.  .Bat,  aithow^h  volun- 
teers were,  admirably  .adapted  to-  t&e  first  opera* 
^Ds  of  the'wor,. to'the  making  o(  a-fi^t impivtf' 
sioo.  he  doubted  their  fitness  fqr  a  regular  siege,' 
or  for  the  manning  aad  garrisoning  of  forts...  He 
understood  it  was  a  rule,  in  military  a ffairs,niever 
to  leave  in  the  rear  a  pjiace.  of  any  strength  ubde- 
feiKled.  -Canada  is  invaded ;  the  upper  part  falltf, 
and  you  proceed  to -Quebec,  k  is  true,  th^re 
woiHd  be  no  European ertemyhehindi  to  beap}>r8- 
hended;  boi  the  people  of  the  cpuatiry  might 
rise^  and  he  Warned  gentlemen,  who  imag^ed 
that  Che  affeeiibns  of  the  Canadians  were  with 
us,  against  trusting  too  confidently  om  a  ealeola- 
tton,  the  basis  of  which  .was  treason.  He  eon- 
eluded,  therefore,  that  a  portion  of  the  invading 
army  would  be  distributed  in  tha  upper  eouotry, 
after  its  conquest,  ainong  tbeplacta.soseeptibleof 
militasy  strength  and  defence^  •  The.  army,  con- 
siderably retiMOMl,  sets  itself  down  before  Ctuebee. . 
Suppose  it  falls  f  Here  again  will  berequisite^ 
number  of  men  .to  hold  'audi  defend  it.  And,  if 
the  war  is  prosecuted  still  farther,  and  the  (ower 
country  aod, Halifax  are  assailed,  he  concaved  it 
obvious  ^hai  the  whole  force  ef  tWenCfrfive  thou: 
mod  men  would  not  be  too  great.*      - 

The,  difference  t>etveen  those  who  were  for 
fifteen  thousand,  and  those  who  were  for  twenty- 
five  tboiMMid  men,  appeared  to  him  -to  resolve 


itself  into  tbte  question  merely' of  a  sh^rt  or  pro- 
tracted war,  a.  war  of  Vigor,  or.%  war  of  languor 
and  imfaiE9!ility.  If  a  competent  force  be  raised, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  i^ar  on  the  Continent 
;will  be  speedily  termrna^ed.^  'He  was  fiware  that 
it  might  still  rage  oh  the  ,ooean.  But,  where  tfie 
nation  coteld  act  with  u/iquestiooable  success,  be 
wa^  in'  favor  pf  the  display  'of  an  energy  corre- 
sfiondent'  to  the  feeliiigs  and  spirit  of  the  coon  try. 
Suppose,  one-third  of  ihe  force  he  had  n^ntioned 
(25yOQQ  men)  could  reduce  tho  country,  savin 
three  years,  aOd  that  the  whole  eould  accomplish 
the  same  object  in  one  year/taking  into  vieW.the 
greater  hazard  of  the  revulsion  and  deleat  of^the 
small  foree,and  every  other  consideration, do  not 
wisdom  aad.  true  eeoaomy  equally  decide  jo  favor 
of  the  larger  force,  and  thus  .prevent  failure.!^ 
consequence  .of  ioadeiquate  means  1  He  b«gged 
gentlemen  to  recoltept  the 'immense  extent  Of  th^ 
Unhed  ftfates ;  our  vast  mar^tiipe  froniier,  vu)- 
nenrble  in  almost  all  its  parts  to  predatoi'y  incur*- 
sions,  and  b^  was  persuaded  rhey  would  see  thai 
a  regular  fbcce  of;  tweot^ -five  thousand  men  Was 
not  much  too  grea^  during  apctfod  orwar,  if  all 
design  of  inv.ading  the  .provinces*  of.  the  enemy 
.were  abandoned.  .  ^ 
'  Mr.  C.  proceeded  ntxx  to  examine  .the  naturt 
of  the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill.  H  was  a 
regular  army*  enlisted  for  a  limi^  tim^,  raised 
for  ihe  sole  purpose  of  war,  and  lo  be  dt9banded 
off^tbe  yeuira  of -peace.  Against  this  army  all 
our  Republican  jealousies  and  a'pprehenstons  are 
attempted  to  be  excited.  .  He  was  not  the  advo* 
cate  of  standing' arinies ;  but  ihe  standing  armies 
whieh  exeite  most  his  fears  are  those  Which  are 
Jtept  up  in.  time  of.  peace*'  He  confessed  he  did 
<  not  perceive  aoy^  real  source  of  danger  in  a  mili- 
tary force  of  twenty-five  thousand  men  in  the 
United  S^tes^  provided' for  a  state  only  of  war, 
even  supposing  it.  to  be  corrupted  and  its  arms 
turned,  by  the  atothitioi^  of  its  leaders,  against  the 
freedom  of  the  cmijntry.  lie  saw/abundant  se- 
curity against  the  success  of  any  such  trei^oable- 
attempt.  The  drffusion  of  political  informatioa 
among  the  great  hody  pf  the  people  constituted 
a  powerful  safeguard.  The  American  character 
has  teen  much  aftuited  by  Eqropeans,.  whose  touf 
isis,  whether  pn  horse  or  foot,  in  verse '^d  prose, 
have  untied  in  depreciating  It..  It  is  true  th&t  we 
do-not  exhibit  asvmaay  signal  instances  of  scien- 
tific acquifement  in  this  country  as  are'furoished 
in  the  Old,  World  ;^but  be  believed  it  undeniable 
that' the  g^eaf  mass  of  s the  peopte  possessed  more 
intelligence  t ham  any  other  people  on^the^lobe. 
Such  a.  people,  consistjlig  of  upWard  of  seven 
,mfllions,  affording  a«  physttsal 'power  of  about  a 
millioa  of  mfen,  capable  of  faring  arms,  and  ar^ 
dently  devoted  to  liberty,  could  not  he  subdued 
by  an  army  of  ^25,000  men.  The  wide  extent  of 
country  over  which  we  are  spread  was  another 
security.  Jn  other  countries,  France  and  England 
for  example,  the  fall  of  f  aris  or  Loildon  is  the  faj) 
of  tb0.  natfoa.  Here  are. no  such  dftngerous  ag- 
g^gatious  of  people.  New  York,  and  Philadel- 
phia and  Boston,  and  every  ci^ty  on  the  Atlantic, 
laight  be  subdutd  by  an  usurped,  and  he  would 
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h»ve  iDa4«  but. a  smail  advaoce  io  4he  ac/som* 
plishiD^hi  of  his  purpoae.  He'wouid^add  a  still 
more  improbable  euppositioD,  that  the  whole 
country  east. of  the  Aliegh^Dy^was  ro' submit  to 
ihe  ambition  of  sonle  dario)?  chief[  and.  he  insist- 
ed, that  the  liberty  vi  the  Union  would  be'  atill  . 
uoeonooered.  It  would  find  successfi/l  support 
from  the  West.  We, are  o(U  only  in  the  silba* 
tLoa  just  described,  but  a'  f  reat  portion  of  the 
iDititia— ^nearly  the  whole,  he  understood,  of  t^t 
of  Massachusetts^-bave  arms  in  ih«;ir  tia^nds; 
and  he  tYusted  in  Ood  that  .that  Tgreat  object 
woqld  be  persevered' in  until  every,  man  in  the 
nation  could  proudly  shoulder  the  musket  which' 
was  tb  defend  i\is  country  and  hinlkself.-  A  people 
having,  be^idefi  one  General  GK)vernnienl,  other 
Jocal  governments  rh  full  operation,  capable  of 
epnimanding  and  exerting  gr^at  porfiond  of  thtf 
physicai  power,  ail  of  which  mlist  be  prostrated 
oelore  our  Copstitution  is  8ul)verted.   Such  a  peo- 

£9  has  nothing* to  fear  from  a  petty^coatemptible 
rce  ^f  26,000  regiriars. 

Mr.  C.  proi^eeded  mote  pvrtiquhirly  to-  inquiro' 
into  the  object  of  the  force:  .  That  object,  he  ub«* 
derstood,  to,  be  war,  and  war  with  Qreat'Britaio. 
It  had  been  supposed,  by  some'gentremen,  ira|>ro* 
per  to  discuss  pubRcly  so  deR^ate  a  qoesxion. '  He 
did  tto(  feel  the  impropriety.  It  was  a  scfbject,  in. 
its  nature,  .incapable'  oi  concealment.  Even  in 
e<Aintrie9  where. the  powers- of  Oov^nnieot  were 
eopducted  by. a  siagle  ruler,  it  was^almoat  impoa- 
sible  fur  that  ruler  to  conoeai  h»  intentionpsrwheD 
he  nieditatea  war.  The  assembling  of  a^tDie^  thtf 
atr.eBetheniog  of  pos^aJl  the  movements  prepara-* 
tory  tor  war,  and  which  it  was-  impeusible  to  dia^ 
goisey  unfolded  the  intention  of  the  Sovereign. 
Does  Russia  or  France  intend' war?  the  intention 
i$  almost  invariably  knows  before  th&.war  is  com* 
mettced.  If  Coogrj^ss  wefe  to  pass  a4aw,  with 
ciosed  doors,  for  raising  an  army  for  the  purpose 
of  War,  its  enlistment  and  organization,  which 
could  not  be  done,  in 'secret^,  would  indicate,  the 
use  to  vrhich  it  was  to  be  applied';  and  we  cannot 
auppose  England  would  he  so  4)liad  as  not  to  see 
that  die  wasaimed  at.  Nor  could  she,  did  he  ap^ 
prebend,  .injure^  os  more  by  tjixn  knowing  our 
purposes  taan  if  she  were  kept  id  ignorance  Of 
them.  Sbe-may,  indeed,  anticipate  us; and  coni- 
mence  thB  war.  But  that  is  whajt  she  iif,  in  Taist. 
doing,  and  she  can  add  but  little  To  the  injury 
which  she  is  inflicrting.  If  she  choose  to  declare 
war  in  form,  let  her  do  so,  Che  responsibtlitf  will 
b^  with  her. 

What  are  we  to  gain  by  war,  Jm»  been  en^phat- 
iealiy  asked  ?  In  reply*,  he  would  ask,  \rhat  are 
we  not  to  lose  by  peac«  ?-r-epmmerce,  charactei^,  a^ 
natidn's  beat  treasures  lionor  i  If  pecuniary  con- 
•idefations  alone  are  to  govern,  there  insufficient 
motive  for  'th,e  war.  Our  xevenne  is  feduced,^by 
the  operation  of  the*- belligerent  edicts,  to  .about 
aijt  million  of  dollars,  according  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury's  report.  The  year  preceding  the 
enfibargo,  it  was  sixteen.  Take  a  Way  the  Orders 
in  Council,  it  will  again  mount  uptoeixteenmil- 
lions.'  By  continuing,  thfrefore,.m  peace,  if  the 
«iu>ngral  stata  ii^.  whieh  we  are  defcerve  that  4e-> 


nonainatioa,  w:e  lose  itantmUv^in  rereiHia  oidy, 
ten  millions  of  dollars^  .Gkntleman  will  say,  re- 
peal the  law  of  noo-importatton.  He  contended 
that,  if  the  United  Statea  Were  capable  of  that 
perfidy,  tbe-revenue  wotihi  not  be^v^stored  to  ita 
former  atate,  the  Orders-  in  Coifaeil  eontioaiag. 
Withouit  an  export. trad^  which  t&ose  orders  pre- 
vent, inevitable  ruin  would  eaaue,  if  weimfiorted 
as  freely  as  we  dij^prtot  to  the  etnbaigo;  A  na- 
tion that  carries,  on*  an  impoct  trade  wttboat  aa 
export'  trade  to  aupport  it,  must,  in  the  eod,  be  aa 
certainly  bankrupt,  bh.  the-  individual-  would  be, 
who  iocurred  .an  annual  expenditure,  without  pn 
income. '  ••    ^ 

He,  bad  no  disposiiioki  to  swell,  or  ^iwdl  apo« 
the  catalogue  of.  injoriea  from  Bnglaod.  Ha 
eould  -001,  however^  overlook  the  impresamenc  of 
oar  seamen ;  an  aggresfioii'uiion^  whiciihe  aevar 
reflected  withoat  feeling  of  iodignatfoa.  which 
would*  not  allow  him  appropriate  langaa^e  to  da- 
scribe  its- enormity.  -  Not  content  with  seiziag 
upon  all  our  property,  .wtiich  faib^withiB  lier  ra- 
pacious grasp,  the  p^rsqnal  righu  of  our  couatrf* 
men^^rights  /which  forirter  ought  to  be  sacred,  art 
trampled  upon  and  -Tiolared. .  The  Ordets  ia 
Council  were  prtsbended  to  have  been  reluetamlj 
adopted  aa  a. measure  of.  retaliation.  The  Frenek 
decrees,  ^ir  allied  basts,  are  revoked.  England 
resorte  to  the«  expedient  of  denying  the  lact  of 
the  revoeatian,  and  Sir  William  Bcote,  ia  the  cel- 
ebrated c^e  of  the  Fox  and  others,  suspends  jad^- 
nenc  that  proof  may  be  adduced  of  it.  And,  at 
thto  moment  when  the^  British  Ministry  througk 
that  jud^e,'  is  (bos  aflBM^ting  t&  oontroveit  thac 
fact,  and,  to  place  ifae  teleaae;ef  obp  property  apoa 
ita  aatabliahmenit,  instruction tifre  prepared  for  Mr. 
Foster  to  meet  at  W^hington  the*  very  roYoea- 
tton  Which- tb^  were  conteating.  And  how  4oea 
he  meet  it  ?  By  fulfilling^  the  fettgaeemefii  sol- 
emnly m^de  to  rescind  tfafe  orders?  'Ifo,  sir,  bat 
by  demanding  that  we  aba  U  secure  the  introdiie- 
tion  Into  the  Continent- of  British  mvnofacmres. 
Potf la/Ml  is*  said  to  be  fighting  for  the  w;orld,  and 
shall  we,,  ft  i^  ssked.  attenapt  to  weaken  her  exer- 
tions?  If,  indeed,  the  aini  of  the  French  Boipe- 
rof*  be  .universal  domiaioa  (and  he  was  willing  la 
alloW*it  to  the  argument,)  what  a  poble  canae  is 

J  {resented  to  British  valor*  But,  how  is  faer  pbi- 
anthrop{c  pqrpoae  to-  be  achieved  7  Bf  scru^o- 
loua  ohservaoioe  of  the  rights  ofothers  ^  by  respect- 
ing that  doje  of  public  kw,  which  she  profesjiei 
to  vindicate,  and  .by  abstaining  froia  selr-aggran- 
dixement.  Then  would  she.  command  thesjin- 
patbies  of  tba  worlds  What  are  We  reqaired  fa 
do  by  those  who  would  ,eng4ge  our  feelioss  nod 
wishes  inber  behalf  ?.  To'  bear  tbe  actual  ca& 
of  her  arrogance,  that  we  may  e^ape  a  obtmerl*' 
eal  Freach  subjugation  !'.  We  are  rnvjtedi*  con- 
jured to  drink  the  potion  of  British  poison  aetv- 
ally  presented  .to  our  lifs,  that  we  may  avoid  the 
imperial  dose  prepared  by  perturbed  imagioatioaa. 
We  are  called  upon  to  submit  to  d^baaemeat,  dia- 
nonor,  and  disgrraoe-^to'  bow.  the  netk  to  rojnal 
insolenae,  as  a-  course  of  preparation  for  manly 
resistanoe  to  Gallic  invasion !  What  nation,  what 
individoai  wat  ever  taught^  in  thesoiioolaof  i^n^ 
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miQiotis  !fubinisston,  the  patriotic.  Ussoitos  of  U^i^ 
doo)  nod  independence  ?  Let  il^ose  who  coo  tend 
lor  (His  lititniliating' doctrine,  read  it&,  refutation, 
io  the  history  of  (hie  very  toftn  again»t  who^  in- 
satiable thirst  of  donxiofon  we  are  warned,  Th4 
experience  of  desoU ted. Spain,  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  is  w<^rtb  volumes,  .  Did  she  find  her  repose 
4pd  safety  in  subserviency  to  the  will  of  that 
man  1  Had  she  boldly  i^iood  forth  and  repelled 
the  first  at\eropc  to  dictate  to  her  Couhc^ils,  her, 
Monarcl^  'would  not  now  be. -a. miserable  captive 
at  Mtirqeilles.  Let  us  come  home  .to  our  owh 
bistoiy.  .it  was  not  hy.sQbmrss'ion  that  our  fa-. 
Vhersacbievc'd  our  independeRce-  The  ppttriotic 
wisdooi^  that  placed  you,  Mr.  C.bjiirman,.«aiid  Mr. 
C^  unde^  that  canopy,  penetrated  the  designs. of 
a  corrupt  Ministry,  and  nobly  fri^nxed  encroach -^ 
ment  oii  its  first  Appearance...  It  sa.w  .beyond*tbe' 
petty  taxes,  with  whieb  it  commedeed,  a  long^ 
trai^  of  oppre&sive' roeasiires  terrainatinK  in  the 
total  annihite^tioa'-of  liberty  \  and)  contemptible 
as  they  were,  did  not  hesitate  to  resist  them. 
Take,  the  ^xperienae  <^  the  last  fbup  or  fivfe  yeairs; 
and.wbich,.  he  was  sorry  to  say,  exhibited  in  a<p- 
pearaace,  at  lea^t,  k  different  luitd  of  Spidtt  He 
did  not  wish  tolview  the  pthitfurtner  than  to  guide 
us  for  the  futtfre.  We.'  were  but  yesterday  con- 
tending for  the  indirect  trade — ^tb^ri^ht  to  export 
to  Ruroqie  the  co^ee  and  «u|ar ,  of  theWesti  Jn- 
di^s. .   Today  we  are  assertmg  oUr  claim  to  the 

.  direct  trade-r-the  right"  to  expptt  bnr  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  other  domestic  ^rodttce  to  .market, 
yield  this  point,  and  to-morrow  iplerqouree  be- 
tween New  Oi^leanarand  New  York^bet ween  the 
planteia  on  ^ames  river  and  Richmond^  will  be' 
interdicted.  For,  sir,  the  career  of  ^nciFoachment. 
is  Qever  arrested  by  submission.  It  will  %dvanc« 
while  there  remains  a  single,  privilejire  on  which 
it  can  operate  Gentlemen  s^y  that  this  Oovern-* 
ment  is  unfit  for  aay  war,  but  t^  war  of  invasion. 
What,  r is  it  not  equivalent  to  invasion,  if  the 
mouths  of  onr  harbors  and  oullets  are  blocked 
up)  and  we  are  denied  ^g^e&i  from-.our  oWn  wa- 
ters^ Qr;iiFh4n  the  bqi^lar  vis  at  9ur  door,  shall 
we  bravely  sally  forth  and  repel  his  felonious 
entrance,  or  (meanly  sknlk  within  the  cells  of  the^ 
casilel 

He  contendell  tliat  the  real  ebnse  of  British 
aggression^  was  not  to  distress  |in  eqemy  but  iia 

''destroy  a  rival.  A  comparative  v^ew  of  our  com- 
merce wiUi  England -an^  the  continent,  woald 
satisfy  any  one  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.,  ^^rior 
to  the  embargo^  the  balance  of  tradie  between  thia 
eountcy  and  finglandi  was  between  eleven  and 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in- fa Vor  of  Kngland. 
Our  consumption  of  her  manufactures  was  annu- 
ally increasing.and  had  risen  to  nearly  850,000;000i 
We  exported  vo  her  wkat^e*most  wanted,  pirovi- 
fiions  and  raw  materials. for  her  maniifa^tures,  irnd 
.received  in  return  what  sbe  was  most  <iesir'ous'to 
seU.  Our  exports  to  France.  Holbnd.  Spain,  and 
Italy,  taking  an  averasre  of  the  years  1803,  3,  and 
iyampuntedto  about  $12,000,000  of. domestic,  and 
abopt  i|18^000}000  of  foreign  produce*  Qtir  im- 
ports from  tht?  same  eodnpries  amounted  to  about 
1^000,000. '  The-foreiga  produce  exported  con- 


sisted chiefl.y  of.  luxuries 'frooi  -the  West  Indies* 
It'js  apparent  that  tbis  trade,  the  .'bal^c^  .of 
which  was  .in  fa^^dr,  not  of  France,  but  of  the 
United  Stages,  was  not  of  very*  trita^  eonse<yueac6 
to  the  enem y.  of  England.  Would  she,  therefore^ 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  dephving  her  adversary 
of.  this  tommerce,  rj?Knqui$b  lier  ^valuable  trad^ 
with  this  country,  ^xhibitirig  the  essentja^  balanjce 
in  her  factor — nay,  more  \  hazard  the  •pea.ce  of  tbe 
country?  No,  sir,  you.m.ust  look  for  .an  etpli^* 
oatipn  of  her  conduct  in, the  jeal9usies  of  a  rivaU 
S^e  sickens  ^K  ypur  proisperity,  aOd  beh^ds  ia 
ybur  growth — ^yOur  sails  spread  on  every  deeAUi 
and  your  nutnerons  ^meH*~the  fi^adationsof  a 
power  which,  at'no-ve&y  distant  day,  isto  mikke. 
Ber  teembfe  (braaival  superiority.  He  had  oiniit« 
ted  before  to  notice  the  loss  of  our  seamen,  if  we 
cpntiaued  in  our  pfesent  situi^tion.  .What  woMid 
become  of  the  on^  hunditd  thousand,  (for  he  o'At 
derstpod  there  was  aboikt  that  aumber)  io  the 
Amerii:fto  ser'vice^  Would,  it^iey  not  leave  ua 
^nd.seek  employment  abroad,  perhaps  in  the  very 
country  that  injures  us?      . 

It  ift  said,  that  the  efij^c^of  the  war  at  homo  will 
be  a  change  of  those  who  adniinister  the  Quvero^ 
meat^  who- will  be  replace^  by  othjprs  that  will 
m^ke  a  df$gfra<i&ful  peace^  Hedid^ not  believe  it. 
Not  a  man  in  the'  nation  could  .really  doubt  the 
sincerity  with  wbtch  those  in  power  hayesought, 
by.  all  honorable,  pacific 'means,  to  protect  the  in* 
terests  of  the  country.  When  .tbe  people  saw 
exercised  towards  both,  belligerents^  the  utmost 
impar|tality ;  witnessed  the  ^ame  ef^oal  terms 
teddeied  to  both ;  and.  beheld  the  G(ov.ecnment 
successively  embracing  an  aiccommodation  .with 
each  in  exactly  the  sa&e  spirit  of  amity,.'he  waa. 
fully  persuaded,  n6w  Iha-t  war  was  the  only  alt 
teraative  left  to  us  by  tho  injustice  of  «oe  of  tba 
Powers,' that  the  support  aad  epjafidence  of  the 
people  'wot^hl  remain  undiuinislied.  He  waa 
one,  however,'  who  was  pirepared  (and  he  would 
not  beliete  that  he  was  more  so  than  every  othet 
member  of  the  Committee)  to  march  od  in  .the 
road  of  his  duty,  at'all  hazard?.  Wiiat!  shall  ft 
h«  said  that  our  amorpatri^  is  Located  at  theao 
dosjcs-^that  we  pusillanimonsty  cling  to  our  seatv 
here,^  ratbei^tb^n  .baldly  Tipdicate  the  most  ines« 
timable  rights  of  the  countiry  ?  Wbil^t  the  heroic 
Daviess  find  bis  gallant  associates,  exposed  to  all 
the  perils  of  treacherous  savage  warfare,  kre  sa*. 
crificing  theAtselves  forthe  good  of  their  country, 
s|)all  we  shrink  Arom  bur  duijy.? 

Mr«  C»  concluded,  by  hoping  that  .bis  remark^ 
had  tended  to  prove  tb^  ^^^  quiintum  of  the  fbrca 
was  not  too  great — that  in  its  nature  it  was' free 
from  the  objedtioias  urged  against  it,  aad,  tha.t  the 
object  of  its  application  was  ope  imperiously 
called  for  by  the  crisis. 

.-Mr.  Wiookar  ^ajd,  there, was^o  disagreement 
of  opinion  in  theHou^eabout  assertip^the  rights 
of  the  country ',  gentlemen  disagreed  onlv  as  to  the 
tckodejof  doing'  i^  He  was  sorry  that  tore  gentle-'  - 
man  who  had  jiist.  made;so  handsome  an  address 
on  the  subject. before  the  Cbmmittee,  hadnot  cast 
a  single  glance  at  the  volunteer  porps,  whicb 
was  yesterday  under  considefatioo.    JThejmilitia 
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of  thiff  country,  be  eaid^'had  hei^tofoiee  been  con- 
sidered as  the  great  ^ul^ark  of  our  defegce;  and 
it  was  still  so  considered  in  the  Eastern  States. 
T^  militia  of- that,  part  of  the  Union  were  «1- 
ways  ready  to  perform  any  service  to  which  they 
mij^^bt  he  called;.  They  are  an  army  of  them- 
selves. They  are  not,  like  the  militia  in' seme 
other  parts  of  the  country,  called  put  to  exercise 
with  cornstallu.  Eviery  man  has'his  ipusket  in 
food  drd^r,  and  the  serv>ice'of'a  militianikn  b, 
there  considered  an  l>onQrable  service.  For  hiin- 
self,  -he  was  in  favor  of  raising  .volunteer  xorps, 
in  preference  to  regulars,  and  he  knew  not  why 
that  bill  had  been  laid  tfside  to  take  op  t1ii».  He 
knew-  they  woufd  be  ih'Hcb  n^ore  easily  raised. 
On  beiiig  properly  addressed,  by  a  beloved  officer, 
be  had  no  doubt  that  one  half  or  three-fourths  of 
many  regiments  w.onld  offer  their  services  as. 
volunteers;  but,  if  that  officer  went'aMong  the 
same 'men  in  the  character,  of  an  officer  of  the 
Bew  a^my,  he  would  not  be  able  to  get  tea  men. 
He  was  opposed,  at  all  events,  t6  the  passing  of  &' 
bill  for  raising  a  larg^  army ;  for  he  .bdieved  as 
many  udeo  would  be  got  by  an  act- for  raising.  Aix/ 
or  len  thousand  men,  as  by  one  fo'r  raising  t wen-' 
ty-ftve  thousand.' 

The*  honorable-Speaker  had  saidy  that  if  th^ 
towns  of  Philadelphia^  New  York  and  Boston^ 
were  to  be  captured  by  the'en^y^  that  liberty 
would  stiirremain.  But  where  1,  On  the  rear^ 
he  sujiposed*  -Ood  d^lrver  hjm  from  such  liberty. 
There  was  no  pecessit^,  said^Nfr.'  W.,  for  all  this 
trouble  about  raising  a  regular  army  for- taking 
Canada.  The  militia4>f  the  New  England  States 
only  Granted  Authority  to  do  the  business — give 
^he  .word  of  command/sald  he,  and  the  thing  will 
be  done.  If  the  bill  before'the  House  >*as  passed, 
there  would  be  ho-  difficulty  in  getting  the  offi- 
cers; but  the  ship's  crew'^ould  liot'l^  so  easily 
doifne  at.  He  vras  against  relying  upon  regulars 
for  protection-;  irthis-wa^^  to  be' the  reliance,  he 
shoi](ld  want  his  property  insured.  We  ttiay,  sau) 
he,  get  ourselves  into  a  war  fever  here,  and  pas9 
a  law  for  raising  a  large  regular  army,  but  he 
would  sooner  depend  upon  volt^ntee'rs^^the  mili*- 
tia  of  the  country.  Mr.  W.read  statem^ntsr  to 
fihoi^.the  support  which  theNSew  Engkiiid  States 
afibrded  in  the  Revolution,  and  concluded  with 
observing,  that  the  strength  of  the  cou»try.  lay  in 
the  New  England  States.  When  difficulties 
come,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  militia  will  be  called 
vrpoQ)  and  it  might  be  well  to  let  tliem  know 
now,  that  they  are  not  forgotten.  But,  for  iris 
part;  though  gen  tie nien  talked  muoh  about  war, 
he  did  not  expect  the  country  would  ^et  to*  war. 
We  shall*  find  gentlemen  voting  for  this  billj  who 
#ifl  not  vote  for  going  to  war.  We  are  not  at 
present  in  a  state  of  war,  and  there  is  a  bare  pds- 
sibiliiy  we  may'still  escape  it."  He  was,  however, 
Willing  to.  raise  fifteen  thousand  regulars,  and 
rely  upon  volunteers  and^inilitia  for  the  rest ;  and 
in  addition  to  ll^eir  pay,  he  was  willing  to  give 
our  citizeds,who  shol^ldjhus  engage  to  fight  our 
battles,  a  liberal  bounty  in  land.  We  had  plenty 
of  it,  and  it  cbiild  not  be  better  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BoYb.— Mr.  Chairmaa,  I  ttnderstand  thai 


there  is  a  motion*  made  forthe  Committee  to  rise 
and  report  the  bill  to' the  House. '  If  it  be  in  orihfr, 
(I'ha^e  some  observation^  to  make  to  the  Com- 
mittee before  that  is  done* '  I  do  n^t  perceive  that 
there  is  any  necessity  for  sucti  haste;  it.isan  old 
proverb,  that  in  the  multitude  of .  council  there  is 
safety.  The 'gentleman  who  has  just  sat  dowa 
(Mr.  Ci^Ar)'h9s  asked  anumberof  qaestions,aii4 
cfiUed  en  geotleipen  to  answer  them.  Among 
other  thills,  if!  have  rightly  itnderstood  him,  he 
asks  what  we  have  to  lose  by  war.  and  what  we 
rhave  to  gain'  by  peace?  These,  questions  I  will 
try  to  answer ;  .but,  before  I.  do  so,  I  will  say  that 
be  has  given  us  a  flow  of  eloquence  and  anima.- 
tiotf  seldom  equalled,  and  seated  facts  and  tratba 
not  to  be  denied  or  gainsaid.  I  understand  hiia 
to  say;  that  the  nun^ber  .of  men  proposed  by  the 
bill  -was  too'  few  for  wtfr,  and'  tob'  many  for  pe^ee ; 
but,  withal,  showing  the  absoinle  ^propriety  of 
war.  Mr.  Chairman',  the  war 'spirit  is  high ;  |>er- 
haps  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  infuse  a  little  caatton 
i»to  it.  It  is  contended  that*  we  must  have  war. 
But  will  it  not  be«dvrsable,  for  us  to  see  where 
.  we  can  operdte  so  as  to  secure  the  end  proposed  t 
Short  of  this,  yop' do  nothing.'  You  spend  your 
bipod  find  treasure  to  no  purpose.  1  will  ask, 
where  will  you 'operate  on  that  Power  so  as  to 
effect  youif  purpose— a  repeal  of  her  Orders  in 
Co'o)icil9  Not  on  the  high  seas?  If  there,  with 
what  forte?  Your  six  or 'ten  frigates,  and  some 
gunboats?  '  N6^ Mr ;  it  is  coiifessed  on  all  sides 
that  there  she  Is  snoerior.  Well,  but  we  wili 
make  her /eel;  we  will  march  to  Canada ;  reduce 
the'Ganadas  and  Halifax,  and  drive  her  from  the 
Continent.  Is  it  not.  proper  to  inquire,  when  yoa 
are  raising  an  army  for  such  purposes,  to  know 
what  number  would  be  sufficient  ?  .  Some  gentle- 
men have  told'meihree  thousand;  some  say  ten; 
some  fifteen-;  some  twenty-'five';  some  fifty  thou- 
sand. Be  it  so ;  you  have  the  men  tQ, raise,  clothe, 
and  march.  I  will  ask,  cap  it  be  done  in  secret, 
or  in  six  months  ?  Surely  not.  What  will  your 
epemy  be  ^oing  all  that  tim^  ?  Will  she  look  oa 
quieil y,  and.  make  no  resistance  ?  Is' v&tory  snre ; 
and,  if  it  wits,  would  thlit  procure  the  end  for 
which  you  contend  ?  Not  at  all.  You  i^ckaow- 
ledge  that'  the  wrongs  are  con^mitted  on  the 
bi^  seas';  and  wiAyou  bring  her  to  terms  by  an 
attack  of  her  ]>rovinces  by  land  ?  But  you  are 
to  show  ^he  spirit  of  the  nation  by  retaliation. 
Would  to  Qod  it  was  int>ur  power;  there  is  no 
m'an^els  more  indignant  at  her  multiplied  wrongs 
on  our  lawful  commerce  than  I  do  i  but  but  the 
question  returns,  where  shall  #e  find  our  remedy? 
I  answer,  not  in  ihe  conquest  of  th^  Canadas.  I 
will  suppose  you/  arnoy  marched ;  Upper  Canada 
taken  ;  you  arrive  at'  the  walls>  of  Cloebec,  nnd 
you  should  be  defei^ted-^and  that  is  at  least  pos- 
sible—'hew,  then;  are  you  situated?  Regular 
troops  in  your  rear, 'Canadians  in  your  front,  In- 
dians on  your  wings,  where  oc  how  will  you  per- 
form a  retreat?'  You  could  not  go  forward,  and 
yon  cannot  get  back;  and,  if  you  coujd,  must  net 
your edeniies  cross  the  line  into  our  territory? 
Will  t|ley  respect  the  line  from  Jpur  example? 
How,  then,  stands  the  sttOAtion  ^  our  Stales  of 
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New.  If  am  p^  ire,  Vermoat,  N^.  Yurk.  ^nd  the 
whoie  fADge-of  our  North wtfst/roDtfer  rrom  ^ue« 
bee  to  (be  Mississippi 7  9»r,.i(  is  paipfui  ii^  the 
exnreme  for  roe  to  say  these  (l^ings^and  1  do  it 
wfth  reloctance;  biu,  in  my  cpnyoence^  I  coDr 
ceive  it  to'  be  an  imperious  duty  4o  warn  my 
countrymen  to  look  at  con^ieqiiences*  But^  it  is 
contended  that  there- is  no  mediutn  beiWeed  ,war 
or  ignominious  submission.  I  think  far  other*' 
'  wi^.  I  am  Ho  submission  mno.  I  was  not  so  io 
the  Revolutionary,  war,  an^l  I- think  I.  am  npt  so 
now,  'I  opposed  the. British-  then, wit b  the  Great- 
est energy  that  I  was  master  of,  and  I  Voald  do 
so  ar  itus  tin9e;.«but  here  liie  question  returns, 
what  is  proper;?  J^ot  the«^mek;s{ttre8  that  we,  are 
about  40  adopt.  If  my  enemy  eats  my  flng^f,  ^m 
I,  iol  order  to  show  my  spiirH,4o  pluoge  a<)ag^er' 
into  his  bosom  ?  No,  sir ;  I  im  no  such  dueilist. 
Adhere  to  the  measiires  that  are  proposed,  and 
you  do  so  to  our  country ;  an^  I  cannot  have  the 
moat  distant  expeciation  thai  they- will  procure 
the  thing  tsontended  for;  nor  can  1  believe  that  it 
can  enter  into  i)ie  head,  of  any  member-  pf  this 
Committee  that  It  will.  No,  sir ;  th^re  mus^  ^ 
aomethihg  hollow  somewbete ;  where,  1  cannot 
tell ;  you  are  to  ha?e'an  ^rmy  of  ofljcers,  oot  men, 
as  it  was  in  tbe. Revolutionary  war;  for  some  of 
the  States,  at  particular  tipifcs,  had  hurdly  m^o 
enoDgh  to  make  waiters  foe  tbe  '  officers,  <o.  ride 
behind  them  about  the  country ;  though  •!  do  not 
coolpare  thpse  times  with  tbt  present,'  or  what  we 
are  now  abouL  Sir,  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  show 
our  valof  and  spirit'in  tlus  gilded  llall ;  but,  take 
my  word  for  it,  that  five  yeaifsej^ensjve  W4r  will 
coot  that  spirit.  Athene  time  )ve  lake  the  Cana* 
das,  -witb  a  few  meu'>  in  a  single  campaign :  a^d, 
at  another,  we  hear  of  five  years  protractedT  war 
Five  years  protracted  war  I  .Spei^ding  twenty  o 
thirty  millions  per  annum,  for  what?  The  liber- 
ty of  exporting,  without  interruption,  ouV  surpfus 
produce,  whioh  is.  pur  nattiriii' right.  Granted.. 
But  will  not  War  prevent  that  export  and  operate 
as  an  embi^rgo  7  'Where  or 'how  will  you  export 
during  tbe  continuance  of  che  war  ?  We  now 
export  to  tht.amoQut  of  many  ipillions,  and  im- 
port so'as  to  have  ten  or  twelve  niiliions revenue. 
Where  or  what  will  be  your  revenue  in  the  time 
of  your  war  embargo  for  five  years  ?  Yomr  peo- 
ple, in  that  situation,' cadn9t  pay  m  directs  tax  to 
feed  ai(d  clothe  your  army;  They  will  begin  to 
inquire  what  all  this  is  for'?'  Contracting  one 
bundired  millions  of  debt.  If  our  spirits  are  higb^ 
tbe  .people';[»  will  |)e  cooled  down.    Sir,  I  am 


millions  of  people,  rich  in  resources,  with  a  con- 
siderable naval  force,  and  i^bsolute  dictator,  has 
he,with  all  hh  foree/beda  able  to  cause  England 
to  repeal  her'papej:  blockade  oc  Orihers  in  Uoun-- 
cil?  On  the  other  hand,  ba:*  Great  Britain,  with 
the.  aid  of  the  Noithern  Powers,  been  able  to  sub- 
due France?  Has  she,  by  her  superior  naval 
-strength,  been  able;  to  make  prance  repeal  her  de-^ 
cirees?  No.  Aod  wHl  you,  whilst  she  possesses 
twelve  millions yf  pbpukltiop,  with  anaval  force 
that  goverjns  the  seas,  reduee  ner  to  oar  terms  by 
such. force  ^s  we  possess?  No,  sir;  the  thing  is 
preposterotXts;-  Her  interest  it  is  that  musr  lAakti 
her  do  us  justice;  and  I'trust  that  it  will,  if  we 
act  wisdy.  Sobmission,  submission,  is  the  word 
that  is  to  work  us.  up  to  h  frenzy.  How  hava 
we  {submitted  ?  .Have  .vye,  not  contended  for  our 
rigtit,  by  negotiation,  ,th«fse  five  years* past  ?  What 
rt^bt  have  we  reiiinquishe4?  None.  Has  she 
■Raid  that  we  denianded  an  unjust«t|itogf  No; 
her  apswer'is,  tbavin  her  desperate  confiict  sh/e 
catinot.  The  embargo  and  non-iutercourse  ar^. 
now.called  submission.  Did  tbey  not  bcihg  Great  ^ 
Britafn.  lo'iionp  aa  arradgemept,  ackno^yledging. 
our  rigbf,  through  the  meditim  of  Mr.  Brskine; 
and  do  we  not.lcaow  that  he  had  poi^rsato  cb? 
They-  have  Impressed  our  seamen,  and  they  must 
be  relieved. '  "WelVand  &ow  is. this  to  be  done? 
By'  taking  Canada'  and  by  our  privateer^.  If 
therein  war,  there  will  .be  fighting;  and^  whilst 
they  are  strongest  at  sea,  the  presumption  is,  that 
thfy  will  lalce  more  than  we  shall. «  Sir,  let  me 
stale,  tliat  for  ten  years  ))asC,  deduct  all  your 
losses,  i|nd  then  we  haye  reserved'  more  for  our' 
produce  than  we  sbouid  have, done  had  Europe, 
been  in  peace,  and  we.  had  enjoyed  all  our  rights. 
Another  idea.strikes  me.  If  uur  enemy  is  in  the 
Northj  .the  merchant  at  Georgetown'  or  Alexan- 
drhi  has  a  thousaind  barrels  of  beef,  or  pork,  or 
flour — so  soon  as  there  is  war,  the  price  of  pi'o- 
visions'wiH  be  doubled  la  Burope.  He  clears  out 
for  Nqw  York';  so  soon  as  he^is  out,  he  i.>$  blowa 
off;  your  enemy  Ted  ;•  the  price,  of  rations  doubletl  • 
on  us;  yon  will  £ave  to  pay  as  high'  for  every, 
ration  as  it  will  .command  abroad.^  Tbe,  honora- 
ble' Speaker  has  gone  {kr,  indeed^  in  his  zeal  for 
.rights.  He  has  said,  lei  the  eoemy  seize  artd  lay 
iMew  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  in  ashes; 
nay,  let  them  overrun  (he  whole  country  east  of 
the  Alleghany,  and  liberty  w.ould  retire  to  th^  * 
West,  aod  live  and  flourish  there.  >  It  pnay  be  sa, 
:but  it  is  too  high  a,  price  for  me ;  I  have  no  incli- 
nation of  going  there;  and  it  w;9uld'be  poor  con- 


pf  our  happy  Government. 

Sir,  I  wilt  state'  another,  case.  Suppose  your 
fifty  fbausand  men  in  Canada,  and  tbe  British 
send  five  or  six  ships  of '^he  line,  with. five  or  sii 
thousand  trDops  on  board,  and  land  them  in  the 
Floridas,  Amelia  Islatid,  or  some  parts  of  Georgia, 
•how  woiild  y(^  rjepel  them?  Draw. back  your 
troops  and  march  ihem  (o  the  South?  iBefon 
you  could  do  that  one  of  the  Sutes  might  be 
oyerrtin  aiid  plundered,  Let  us  turi^  'Our  eyes  to 
Burope,  and  see  what  is  transacting  there;  hy  way 
ofcoatrast.   Tbe  Frencb  Gmperor^  with  seventy 


afraid  that  we  are. about  to  sapi  the  foundations   solation  to  me,  after  everything  that  was  near 


aM^dear  tome  and  my  people  were  destroyed. 
Sir,  we  have  a  Chief  Magistrate,  and  I  have  full 
confidence  in  himr.^  He  is  chosen  by  a  population 
pf  seven  mirtionii  of  people  ;'he  has  asked  or  re- 
commended ten  thousand  men  to  be  raised ;  that 
number  1. will  vote* for, and  not  higher,  at  this 
time.  Tbfise  short  observations  I  have  conceived 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  make. 

The  Comtofttee  rose  apct  reported  the  bill,  with 
amendments ;  but  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment, 
baving  arriv.ed,  the  House  d'eclin.^d  rakiiig  up  (b^ 
Teport. 
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Wednesday,  January  1/1^12. 

-  Mr.  Jenmnos  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le* 
gislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that 
ikfi  inhabitants  of  that  Territory  mRy  be  agihor- 
iz^dand  empowered  to  alect  the  bh'eriflfs  of  their 
respepiive  counties. — Referred  to  the  CommitCee 
of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Jennings;,  also,  preseptedj  an  other  petition 
of  (be•Leffi^lature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  said  Territory  niay  be  ereoted  into  a 
separate  and  indepeikfent  State,  and  that  such 
State  may  l>e  admittefl  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States. — Referred 
to  a  select  committee.  ' 

•  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Ruba,  Mr. 
RoANfi,  MV.  ReeD}  Mf,  Lacoo]^.  and  Mr.DAVEN- 
i»ORT,  were  appointed  4he  committee. 

Mr.  Lewis,  horn  the  Committee  for  the  Dis-' 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  .whom  was  referred  Um 
petitiof^  of  strndryinhabitatits  of  Washington 
counly^  west  of  Rock  Cre^k,  presented  a  bill  con- 
earning  the  Levy  Clou  1*1  ofWasHingbon  county, 
in  the  District,  of  Columbia  3  which'  was  read 
twice,  a9d  oomniiiied  to  a"  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  jieit.    "      .  ' 

Mr.  Macon  presented'  resolntlons  of  tlie  Qen"f 
eral  Avsembly  of  the  State  of  Noirth  Cafolina,' 
approbatory  of  the  sentiments- contained  in  the 
President's  Message  to  Congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  jl'resenl  session,  and  deplariug 
that  the  evils  which  Uie  nation  hat  endured  have 
arisen  whoJIy  from  the  unprincipled  conduct'  of 
the  European  beiligerentii,  and  thi^t  they  will 
support  the  General  Government  fn  suchr  meas' 
nres  as  may  be  adooted  to  prc^mote  the  interest 
and  secure  1  be  uoiojri,  liberty,  and  rn^lependence 
of  the  United  States;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  iaWe. 

•The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Rouse  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ^£  the  ajj-, 
plication  of  the  moiieys  drawn  from  the'Treasury 
lor  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department  for  the  last, 
vear.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  ,        - 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  wished  to  make  ^motion  rela- 
tive to  the  setdement  of  estates  of  certain  per- 
sons, unde^  \he  act,  now  ejcpired,  for  establishing* 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Owing  to  the 
.repeal  of  that  law,  tbough  a  provision  was  made 
in  the  repealing  act  for  cases  nor  (hen  fully  com-' 
pleted  under  the  bankrupt  act,  certain  difficulties 
had  arisen,  which  he  believed  it  would  require  a 
euppleibentacy  act  to  «djpst.  Mr.  M.  stated  that . 
there  were  some  cases  within  his  knowledge,,  in 
which  some  very  important  estates  could  not  be 
settled  without  some  further  .provision  being 
made  by  law,  "He,  therefore,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  whiqh  wJis  adppted.  and  a  coqi- 
roittee  of  three  members  appointed  to  make  the 
inquiry : .  , 

**  Resolved,  That  a  'committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  what, '  provision  ou^ht  to  be 
made  by  law  for  the  relief  of  creditors  under  the  act 
ipr  cstabKshing  an  uniform ,  system  of  bankrnptcy 
throngbo^t  the  United  States  and  that  they  be  autbor- 
ixcd  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.'' 


Mr.  ^iLiE  observed  that  it' had  been  coatom- 
ary  heretofore  for.  the  two  Houses  to,  pay  their 
respects  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  oa 
the  first  day  of^  the  new  year ;  "anil,  the  hoar  for 

J  ping  this   having'  arrived,  ^e  moved  that  the 
louse  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  calleJ'  on  this  mo* 
tion ;  thiey' were  taken,  ap^d  the  question  was  lost, 
56  to  5a 

ADDITIONAL  MlLITARy  FOECE. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  ealled  for,  the  Hoose 
took  up  the' amend  meats  of  the  CooKmiitee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  raising  aa 
additional  military,  force.         , 

Having' come  to  (he  fimendbti^nt  which  pro- 
posed that  the  office rSfotr  eight  cegi men ta  only 
should  be. appointed,  iintil  three-fourthis  of  the 
men  wire  enlisted,  '  '        * 

*Mr.  Bdrwell  moved  to  atnend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  wo^  '^ eight  regiment^,"  and 
insert! nor  "six." 

[.  Mr.  WktioBT  hoped  this  amendment  would  not 
preWk  He  considered  this  as.a  war  measure, 
and  if  we  were  to  economize  in  this  Way  at  the 
comm^cement  of  the  4)usiness,'.he  should  not 
calculate  upon  our  acting  with- effect.  Our  conn- 
try  wa§*  too  impprtabt,  and  out  rights  too  sacred, 
to  be  frittering  down  measQi;es  for  their^efence  in 
the  manner  proposed.  In  proportion,  said  be,  as 
the  commissioned  officers  are  appointed  will  the 
recrQitioff  progress.  These  dfficers.wiH  ^spfre 
the  peofHe,  in  the*  several'  parte  of  the  •country 
from  Which  tbey  may  be  takea.  with  a  military 
spir.it,  which  will  induce  thepa'to  enlist  into  the 
service.  He  liked  the- bill  better  before  it  had 
received  its  present  limitation  as  to  the  appoiot- 
-nrenc  of  the  officers;  but,  a<  the  Committee  had 
'a^Cfed  thus- to  Amend  the  bill,  he  did  not  wish  to 
fitir  the  subject  again..  He  hoped^  however,  the 
reduction. would  not  be  carried  any  further. 
'  Mr.BuRWQLL  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  called  upon  the  H<tese  not  to  eon- 
sent,  from  motived  of  economy,' to  fritter  away 
our  measures. of  defence.  If,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
House  should  determine  to  appoint  all  the  offi- 
cers, as  at  first  proposed^  1  shait  be  ready  to  go 
with  that  gentleman,  and  others,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable. But,  he  rtiought,  there  was  a  gre«r  differ- 
ence between  expending  the  public,  ^ooey  use- 
lei^ly,  and  in  such  way  as  to  obtain  the  object  in 
view  »t  the  leaHt*  expense.  But,  the  geotleinaa 
-says  that,  if  ail  the  offioera  are^ppointed  at  once, 
the  ranks  will  be,  much  sooner  nfled  than  in  the 
way  proposed  by  this  anbendment.  How,  saidi 
■Mr.  B.,  can  this  be.showti't  It  is  well  known 
that  these  officers  witl  do  nothing. towards  raising 
the  men,  and  the  President  can  at  anv  time  ap- 
point them  when  they  may  be.  wantedf.  He  ha^l 
not  made  this  motion  to- diminish  the- effect  of 
the  bill,  (for  he  believed  the  men  -would  be  ob- 
tained as  soon  without  these  officers  as  with  tfaetn,) 
bAt  in  order  to  make  the  bill  more  |ialaiable  to 
many  gentlemen  who  at  present  object  to  it  00 
the  -sQore  of  expense,  ff  the' tWenty-five  thoa- 
sand  men  could  he  raided  ty  anaeiing  the  hiw, 
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therfe  woold  be  propri«ty  in  lappointln^  the  offi- 
cers at  once ;  but  no  ib^o  .can  believe  that  four  or 
five  thoQsaod  meo  will  be  enlUted  fb  four  or  five 
mouths;  and.  a«  the  President  will  have  the  poW^ 
er  to  appoint  the  offiteis  whenever  fhey  shall  be 
wanted,  no  inoonvenience  ceu^arise  from  defer- 
ring* the  appointments  till  that  time»  And  it  is, 
besides,  probable  that  the  Prtsidea/will  have  it  in' 
his  power  to  ihajte  better  appoimments  then  |han 
now.  from  ha^ing,more  time  in  which  to  make 
the  proper seleciion  of  characters  for  the  purpose. 
It  ought  lo  be  recollected  that  one-third  of  the 
expense  of  the  support'  of  ^this  firmy^  goes' to  the 
pay  meat  of  its  omoers;  and  if  they  were-  to  be 
appointed  immediately^  this  ez^nse  would  be 
incurred  without  prpduciiig  any  benefit  to  the 
eouotryJ  , 

On  the  subject  of  'ect)nomy,  Mr.  B.  said,  while 
we  took  measures  for  i^aisirig  a  force  adequate  to 
the  purposes  we -bad  in  view^  care  ought  to  be 
taken  that  no  mojtiey  is  unnfeeessariiy  expended. 
Tb^  raiding  of  funds  would,  put  the  couhtry  to 
some  difficulty,  but  be  hafd  nq  dou^t  the  expense 
Would,  be  obeerfuUy  met  by  the  people,  when  they 
.see  that' no" unnecessary  expeiTse  is  incurred. 
^  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wright,  the 
amendment  was  carried,  ther^  being  fifty-seven 
members  iii  favor  of  it.      ' 

Mr.  NEL8dN\said  he  did  not  wish  to  throw  any 
embarrassmeiit  .in  the  way  of  raising  t^he  army 
pro^sed,  but  he  believed,  that  it  would  be  an- 
accessary  at  the  commencemept  of  the  business 
to  appoint  all  the  officees  now  contemplated.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  efficient  officers  in  rais- 
ing troops  are  the  captains  and  subalterns.  .  The 
field  officers*  being  of  no  use  until  .the  men  are 
raised,  it  might  be  well  to.  defelr  their  api25>int* 
meat'  until  that  time.  He  moved,  therefore,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  ad^iOg  the  following  provision : 

^  That  so  many  of  the  officers  shall  be^mttiisaioned 
at  first;  and  so  on  tfom  time  to  time,  as  the  Executive 
piay  believe  necessary  for  raiangjthe  tit>ops." 
'  The  BpEAiCBR  declared' this  motion  not  in  order, 
at  present,  but  that,  when  the  aniendments  were 
gone  (hrou^h,  and  the  bill  was  before  the  House, 
the  gentleman  from 'Virginia  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  iotroducing  It. 

Another  motio'ta  was  made  to  adjourn,  ^ittd  the 
3fva8  and  nays  called  ppon  it.*— Lost  by  a  larger 
majority  than  before. 

AIL  the  amandmenia  havtog  been  (considered, 
and  others  introduced,  the  question  recurred  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrcfssed  for  a  third  read-; 
rug ;  but,  several  meiajbers-  expressing  a  desire  to 
sea  the  bill,  as  amended,  printed,before  they  gave 
a  rote  upon  it,  a  motion  was  carried  for.it  to  lie 
on  the  tablO)  in  order  to -make  wa^  for  anqther  to. 
have  it  printed,  which  wa<  accordingly  made  and 
carried.—Adjoumed. 

.  THtRSOAT,  January  2. 
The  Spbaksr  announced  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate extending  the  time  of  certain  patents  granted 
to  Robert  F'ulton,  which  was  twice  read^  and  com- 
mitted ;  thougl) not witboutaome obJ^etioas. 
i2th  Con.  Ist  Ssss.— 20 


Mr.  Albton  stated  it  to  be  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  ^that  an  application,  should  bQ  made  for  an 
extension  of  a  patent  which. had  not  beep  granted 
more  than  two  years..  After  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  in  favor  of  the  extension,  the  bill 
was  suffered  tot  take  tlie  usual  course. 

Mr.  Wright  called  uj)  for  consideration  a  res- 
tjlu^ion  which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  some 
day^ago,  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  commit* 
tee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  protection,  recovery, 
and  indemnification  of  American 'seamen.  It 
was  accordingly  taken  up,  agreed  to, -and.  a  com- 
mittee of  five  members  appointed,  viz:  Mr. 
Wright,  Mr.  Baicer,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Tallmadiqb,' 
and  Mr.STURGBS.  ,  - 

Mr.  MgKeb  stated  to  the  House,  that  as  Ghafr- 
man. of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affitirs,  he  had 
received  a  letter  from!  the  Secretary  of  War  on  a 
subject  which  did  not  (fome  properly. before  that 
6ommittee,  but  belonged  to.  the  Committee  of 
Comokerce  and  Manufactures.  This  letter  com* 
plains  of  the  want  of  goods  proper  for  the  Indian' 
Department,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of  making 
an  exception  in  the  non-importation*  law  in  favor  , 
of  thesie  goods.  ^Mr.McKcB,  in  conformity  with 
this  lettei?^  ofiered  the  following  resolution,  which, 
whh  the  letter  of  the  decretary  of  War;  he  wish- 
edmiglit)  for  the  presents  lie  up6n  the  table,  un- 
til members  shall;  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
cooeiderihg  the  subject:      •        .        » 

"^Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Cotnmerce  and 
ItfaiiO^ctures  be  instructed  to  inqoire  into  .the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing,  by  law,  the  introduction  into  the 
United  States  of  such  foreign  goods  as  may  be  neces-' 
saiT  for  the  usual  supply  of  the  Indian  Departntent."  ' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabl^. 

Mr.  Bassett  wished  to  make  amotion  an  the 
subject  o(  a  Claim  which  had  been  before  Con« 
gres»for  twenty-four  years/an'd  which,  therefore, 
ought  to  be  decided  upon.  Much  difficulty,  to 
doubt,  had  attended,  thje  in vestigation  $  bat,  ne- 
vertheless, if  the  clairp  be  a  just  one,  ii  ought  to 
be  allowjed,x>r,  if  otherwise,  rejected*  In  order  to 
obtain  this  object,  he  piroposed  the  following  res- 
oluiioa:. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  !»• 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  referring  the 
claim  of  Beaumarchais'  heira  to  ^me  court  of- the 
United  States,  in  form  of  a  case  agreed  between  the 
Attorney  General  and  the  agent  of  the  said  claim,  or 
in  such  other  form  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  the  s^d  agent«"  ; 

Af^er  some  objections  from  Messrs.  Fisk,  Piiv 
kin;  Q.UINCV,  and  Alston,  jthe  resolution  was 
negatived.  It  was  stated  to  be<a  novel  proced- 
lire ;  that  if  this  claim  were  to  take  the  proposed, 
direction,  there  were  hondreds  of  others  might 
follow  it.  It  wajs  hoped  •  that  Congress  -would 
never  settd'  any  claim  made  upon  the  Qovern- 
inettt  to  be  decided  in  ^b^r  eouvts.  This,  said  Mr* 
Alston,  '^  would  be  throwing  the  independence 
of  the  country  at  the  feet  of  the  Judiciary."  This 
claim,  though  it  appeared  in  the  name  of -an  indi-  . 
vidua),  it  was  stated  was  more  in  the  nature  of 
a  claim  of  the  French  Qovernment  upon  tha 
Oorerament  of  this  county^  than  an  iadividtm 
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claim.  The  Committee  of  Claims,  at  all  events, 
ought  C6  cdme  to  a  decision  upoii  this .  subject, 
without  attempting  to  remove  the  settletnent  to 
any  other  tribunal/ 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORGE. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the^y, 
which  \yBs  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  raise  an 
additional  military  force. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  new  section,  providing  ''that  the 

<  officers  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall, 
'  respectively,  rcc«hre  their  eommissibns  during 
'  such  term  only  as  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  deem  necfessary ;  afid  itshallbe  the 

<  duty  of  the  President  to  'discharge  such  officers 

*  whenever  their  services  are  no  longer  wanted. 
^  And  that  no  general,. field  or  staff  officer,  who 

<  may  be  appointed  under  this  act,  shall  beejititled 
^  t9  receive  any  pay  or  emolument  until  caHed 
'  into  actual  service^  oor  for  any  longer  time  than 
'  he  shall  remain  (herein.^' 

This  amendment  was  carried,  there  being  sixty* 
nine  members  in  favor  of  it.  -   * . 

Mr.  Bibb  ipoved  furiher  to  aojend  (he  bil),,by^ 
itdding  to  the  eqd  of  the  first  section,  to  the  words' 
which  provide  that  after  three-fourths  of  the  pri- 
vates requisite  to  Complete  six  regiments  have 
been*  enlisted,  the  commissioned  officers  for  the 
remaining  seven  regiments  shall  be  appointed, 
'^  unless  .clrcumsti^oces  sh^U,  in  the  opinion  of 

<  the  President,  render  the  appoibtmeni  of  officers 

<  to  the  seven  regiments,  or  any  part  thereof,  un- 

*  necessary ;  in  which  event,  he  shall  determinie 
Vwhat  part  shall  be  appointed." 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  that  if  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  otiierWise 
he  could  not.  He  had  himself  ))repared  an 
amendment  to  the^ame  effecL  .He  had  been  in 
favor* of  raising  ten  thousand  inen,  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendation  of  ^h'e  Executive  ;  but, 
for  the  sake*  of  unanimity  in  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  he  had  consented,  contrary 
to  his.  judgment,  to  raise  fifteen  thousand.  But> 
there  was  a  majority  of  Congress,  it  appeared,  in 
favor  of  raising  twenty^five  thousand  men.  Nor, 
umil  today,  had  there  been  any  dispositic/n  ibown 
to  depart  from  that  number.  .  Now,  aii  amead- 
aient  is  proposed,  leaving  it  discretionary  with 
the  President  to  raise  the  additional  number  of 
men,  if  circumstances  should  be  such  as  to  re- 
quire them.  He  was  willing  to  confide  this  pow- 
er with  the  President,  btft  farther  than  this,  he 
was  not'wi-lling  to  go. 

Mr.  Bibb  would  give  a  single  reason  only  in 
fiitor  of  hia  amendment.  It  is  the  province  of 
Congress  to  declare  war  j  and  whenever  this  body 
ba^  agreed  upon  the  object  for  which  a  military 
force  shall  be  employed,  it. becomes  their  duty  to 
call  upon  the  Executive,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
for  information  9s  to  the  number  of  men  ret]uisite 
to  be  raised.  By  adopting  the  prop6sed  amend- 
.  ment,six  regiments  will  be  immediately  raised  in 
addition  to  our  present  military  force,  and  We  put 
it  in  the  powet  of  the  Executive  to  raise  seveii 
»ore  regimenta,  if  they  deem  it  neoe^saiy.    He 


wished  to  place  ttiis  res^psibility  updo  them,  as 
bein^  the  "best  judges  of  the  ouality  of- men  re« 
quisite  for  accomplishinpf'the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  Qrcndy  had  not  intended  to  take  any  pait 
in  this  discussion ;  but,  when  he.sftw  an  attempt 
made  which  he  thought  went  to  sacrifice  the  hot 
interests  of  his  qountry,  he  could  not  j)«lp  raisiag 
his  voice  agailkt  it ;  f  nd  it  he  stood  alone  in  the 
opposition,  ne  sTraold  be  piroud  of  bis  ain^lariiv. 
The  Constitution,  said  Mr.  G.,  has  divided  the 
powers  of  the  Government,  inio  differeiit  depart- 
ments, and  each  ought  to  perform  the  duties  allot- 
ted to 'it;  It  is  made  t^e  duty  of .  Coogress  to 
dechuro  war  and  raise  armiea.  .But,  if  this  amend- 
ment be  agreed  to,  the  President  will  have  the 
power ;  of  speaking  ^armies  into  exialeaee,  and 
again  of  speaking ' them  out. of  existence.  The 
peace  of  the  country  will  be  placed  in  the  power 
of  aii.individaaL  We  have,  said  he^  fuU  confi- 
dence in  tl^e  present  Chief  Magiatrate;  but  the 
time  may  come,  when  we  shall  be  unwilling  to 
place  this  power  in  the.person'  fiJliog  the  office  of 
the  President  of  thj^  United  States^  We  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  careful  how  we  make  precedenu 
bf  so  dangerous  a  nature.  He  had  always  thought 
it  one  of  the' strongest  objections  to  Mr.  Adams's 
Administratipn^  t^t'so*  iQuch  power  waa  con- 
stantly given  to  the  Executive.  Indeed,  if  he 
had  any  objection  to  pur  excellent  Constitution,  it 
was  on  account  of  the  very  great  powera  placed 
in  the  Executive.  .  , 

,Mr.  G.  said,  he  f^as  oppo^  te  thi«  amendment 
on  anotherground.  He.was  against  throwing  the 
responsibility  which  ought  to  remain  with  Cou- 
'  gress  upon  the  Presideiit.  If  war  is  to  be  made,  we 
ought  to  make  it  ;*  and'if  it  be  our  bnsiliess  to  make 
'war,  it  fs  our  business  to  caise  armies.  -^Weare 
the  best  judges  of  the  kind  of  force  ^bick  it  is  fit- 
ting to  employ.  But  if  we  go  on  in  tjiis  way,  pot- 
ting everything  on  the  Executive,  what  kind  ot 
ft  faree  shall  we  exhibit  to  the  woitid  I  The  Sea- 
-ate  have*  thrown  an  army  upon  us,  and* we  are 
about  to  throw  it  upop  the  President,  and  then 
we  shali  be  just  where  we  begun.  Conceiving 
that  Congress  is  thfi  prpper  power  to  act  on  this 
subject,  he  should  vote  against  all  propoaitiona 
which  went  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  those 
who  ought  to  bear  it ;  and  that  be  mif^ht  have  an 
opportuniiy  of  showitig  his  vote  on  this  ocoastoa, 
he  called  for  the  yeas  ai^d  days  upon  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  ueeordingiy,  as 
follows;. 

V  YKAS-^Esdciel  Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett,  W]lttnD>  W. 
Bibb,  WillSam  Bladdedge,  Hannatans  Bleedcer,  Tbo- 
mas  BJonnt,  Adam  Boyd,  Janiea  Bieefcearidge,  Ro^ 
bart  Brotwn,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoiui,  £|m- 
phroditua  Champion,  Matthaw  Clay,  Lewis.  Cosdi^ 
Wuiiam- Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Samael  Dinsmoor, 
WiUiam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomaa  R.  Gold, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hail,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  I^awes,  Jacob  Huftj,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Kant,  "William  R.  Khig,  Aaron  Lyie,  Geoige 
0.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, William  McCoy,  8amaei 
McKee,  Arunah  Metcaif;  James  'Morgan,  Aotliony 
Iiiiw>  Thoniaa  Xiewbeld^  Stephen  Ormaby,  WiliiaM 
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Paulding,  jun^  Iirael  Pi&ens,  WQItam  Piper,  Benja* 
min  Pond,  Jonathan  'RuheiU,  Ebenexer  Sago,  Ebe^ 
noser  Soatot,  fiamnel  Shaw,  John'  ^milio,  Georgo. 
Smith,  William  Strong,  John  -Taliaftrro,  Uii  Tracy, 
lEtobert  WhltehilK  Wm.  Widfirerj,  and  Robert  Wiigh^ 
—67. 

NATO— WilUa  Alston,' junior,  William'  ABdonon, 
Sterenoon  Ardier,  Daniel  Avery,  John  Baker,  David 
Bord,  BorwoU  Baowtt,  Abijah  Bigelovr,  SHijah  Brigr- 
h|un,  Langdon  Chevea,  M^irtin  Chittenden,  James 
Coohran»  John  Glopton,  John  Davenport,  jan^  Roger 
Davisy  John  pawson,  William  Bly;  James  Bmott^ 
James  Fiak,  Asa  Fitch,  Thpm^  Gholson,  Felix  Grun* 
dy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  JLaw,  Jo- 
seph Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn«.  Peter  I^ittle,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  Natnaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBjryde, 
Alexander  MpKim,  Stimnel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Jodathan  O.  Moselmr,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  Jose)>h  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun*,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Elish^  R.  Potter,  Josiab  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  fOiea,  John  Roane, 
William  Rodnmn,*  lliomai  Sammons,  'JohQ  Sevier, 
Ad«m  Seybert,  Daniel  SheAejr,  Richard  Stanford,  Phi- 
lip Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  J^wiM  3«  SCarges^  Geoige 
SnlUvan,  Ssmu^l  Taggart,  Peieg  Tsdlman,  Geoigo  M. 
TrOop,  Cherles  Turner,  jun«,  Pierre  Van  Goitlandt, 
jun.,  LaSan  Wheaton,.Leoi^ard  White,  David  R.  Wil- 
li^ms^  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn — 66. 

Mr.  Smiub  moved  to  add  the  following  wo^ds 
to  the  end  of  the^firsi  section  of. the  bill,  ''if  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Presidjent  the  public  scrvide 
shall  reouire  such  appointments  to  be  made," 

Mr.  PiNBLgY — Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  Toted  fot 
ever]:  amendment  that  was* calculated. to  lessen 
the  nominal  amount  of  the  army  proposed  to  be 
raised  by  the  bill  from  the  Senate;  but  I  have 
not  engaged  in  debate,  nor  moved  any  amend- 
ment' of  my  own.  I  will/however.  vote  for  this' 
amendmeni,  proposed  by  my  ooUeagoe  (Mr.  Smi- 
LiE,)  as  I  have  done  for  others  of  the  same  import,- 
not,  sir,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  effective  forcer 
of  the  proposed  army,  bat  to  increase  it.  Tjie 
effective  force  of  an  army  depends  on  the  number 
of  fighting  mrd,  and  noit  on  the  number  of  rfsgi* 
BMnta  on  pap^r.  Officers  miist  ami  ought  to  b» 
paid'  and  otherwise  sunported  agreeahly  to  their 
rank ;  but  they  ciinnot  nght  our  bat tles'Wi  thou c  ^ 
oompetent  number  of  privates  under  their  comr, 
mand.  I  believe  snch  a  number  cannot  be*ob- 
tained  by  enlistment  in  the  United  States  in  any 
giten  time  we.  can  prescribev  There  are  not. in 
tbe  United  States.twenty-ftve  ihonsand  mien,  in 
additioQ  to  the  present  establishment,  which  re- 
q aires  several  thoosand  to  render  it  complete 
who  are  disposed  to  enlist  as  pri?«te  soldiers,  sub* 
jeet  to  military  discipline,  or  that  stand  in  n^d 
of  that  resort  for  support. 

M^*  Speaker,  I  am  now  an  old  mail,  and  have 
lutdt  much  opportunity  for  observation.  The  en- 
listment of  soldiers  canoe  earfy  under  my  notice. 
I  have  paid  aUention  to  its  prdgre^,  both  in  Brit- 
ain and  in  the  United  States;  and,  from  obsefva- 
tion  and  experience^  I  am  convinced  that  the 
United  States  contain  very  fear  of'sqch  people  a9 
nsually  enlist  to  fill  the  armies,  of  Elirop^  We 
have  none  that  are  obliged  from  necessity  to  en- 
list in  order  to  obtain  (>read*    I.  think  tkat  I  slay 


appeal  to  every  member  who  hears  me  to  support 
my  assertion,  that  no  man  in  the  United  States^ 
who  is  industrious,  is  under  the  necessity  of  en« 
listing  for  that  purpose.  Labor  is  well  paid  for ; 
tbose  wiio  are  obliged  to  labor  for  hire  are  well 
paid  and  w^l  fed.  They  ar^e  under  no  iiecessity 
of  enlisting  toobfiaina  livelihood^and  few  of  them 
will  do  it  of  choice.  I  know  that  .men,  very 
worthless  at  home,  ha^e,  .under  military  discip^ 
line,  becbmtf  excellent  soldiers.  But  these  are 
very  few  in  number,  and. probably  most  of  them 
already  engaged ;  and  we  know  they  have  not- 
filled  the  ranks  or  our  present  Army. 

The.  nations  of  Europe,  with  whom  we  har\ 
relations,  ar6  otkerWise  situated.  At  all  times 
therej  they  have  thousands  who  find  great  diffi- 
culty in  eaming.tlieir  bread, aqd  who.  with  their 
*famiUes„  live  on  a  i^ery  scanty  and  uncertain 
maintenaiice*  Bnt,'when  war  commences^  the 
man ufactori^- arid  losual  clianneU  of  commerce 
are  derang^:  afid,  bf  tkis  means,  thousands  of 
men  are  thrpwn  out  of  employment,  who  are 
unfit  foif  any  other  basines  htk  that  small  branch 
of  mechanical  labor  to  which  they  had  been  ac- 
customed. To  these,'  enlistment  in  the  army  af- 
fords a  oomfortable  retreat  from  starvation.  Hap- 
pily,  the  United  Stales  have  no  such  class  of 
society.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  that  these  observations  will 
not  be  considered.as  iatendedto  cool  our  ardor  in 
procuring  redress  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffered. 
They  are  intended  to  invigorate  our*  effective  eXr 
eriions— they  are  intended  to  prevent  a  aeceptive 
support.  No  alternative  forwar  ts  no^Y  proposed 
by  any  member.  I  want  4o  engage  in  war,  if  it 
cannot  be  avoided,  id  such  a  manner  as  we  can 
support  it  with-  honor;  I  want  to  bring  all  our 
force  into  action,  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
pecfple  are  willing  to  aet.  I  wish'  to  enlitt  into 
the  proposed,  regular  armv,  all  who  can  be  en- 
listed into  it.  l-constder  tne  militia  as  the  great 
ireserve.on  the  back  ground,  lUid  a  very  valuable 
reserve  they  ate.  T  wish  the  bill  calling  into  ser- 
vice, the  volunteers,  which  was  laid  ^ide  a  few 
day^s  since,  passed  into  a  law.  I  wlsb  that  men 
shoold  also  be  raised  on  short  enlistments*  £  very 
member  who  hears  nie,  sir,  and  who  attended  to 
the  progress  of  the  only  war  in  whicb  theUnited 
States,  ae'a  natitm,  were' ever  engaged,  knows  the 
use  of  all  those  different  kinds  of  force. ;  Those 
who  conducted  us  through  the  Revolution, -en^- 
fdoyed. every  kindbf  force  which  the  eountrir. 
would  wiUipffly  produce,  in  the  way  in  wbieh 
men  were  willing  to  het.     . 

Sir,  when  the  War  that  established  our  inde- 
pendence  commenced ,^  Congress,  oomposed  of  the 
'most  idtelligeut  and  r^specUbte  patrrots,  recom-* 
niended  the  raising  of  a  number  of  regiments.  I 
remember  well,  that  to  Pennsylvania  eighteen 
were  allotted ;  but  after  all  the  exertions  that 
could  be  made  by  recruiting  officers,  aided  by 
every  farmer,  who,-,  even  if  .he  was  not  a  good 
Whig,  encouraged  recruiting,  that  he  and  his 
family  migbt  be  saved  from  militia  service  ;  yet, 
after  all,  the  regimeuU  were  not  filled ;  and  to 
preveiK  tha  officers  exceeding  thedae  number  of 
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privates,  Government  were;  obliged  to  torn  two 
refflments  into  one,  and  to  give  an  honorable  dis-. 
missal  to  fhe  disarranged  officers.  This  is  a  cir-> 
cumstance  too  well  known  to  men  of  that  age  to 
b«  dwelt  on  now.  I  was  one  of  the  .three  county 
commissioners  who  (axed  the  property  to  raise 
thirty  poands  each^  for  a  prescribed  number  6f 
recruits,  in  addition  to  their  public  emoluments ; 
and,  even  after  all  thi^  ih^  Slate  line  of  the  Army 
was  not  completed ;  but  \ire  had  to  resort  to  short 
enlistments' and  militia  service.  When  the  In- 
dian wir  commenced  under  the  present  Govern*- 
meni,  asd.the  army  commadded  by  General 
'  Wayne  was  raised,  with  all.  the  industry  that 
could  he  used,  the  ranfrs  of  that  army,  Aurmg  the 
five  campaigns,  were ^  but'  about>.  three  huadred , 
more  than  half  filled  ftt  the  highest.  By  relig- 
nations,'  dbc.^  vacancies  were  numerous,  and  the 
President  never  filled  them  by  neW  appointments 
till  a  session  of  Congress  had  Intervened.  On 
speaking  to  him  about  filiing'^up  some  vacancien', 
be  answered  ^y  asking  me^  witn  asmile,  whether 
I  did  not  think'there  were  officers  enough  to  com- 
mand all  the  men-  we  bad  *in  our  ranks  ?  An  ad- 
jditional  reasoU)  however,  was  assigned  for  per- 
mitting a  session  of  Congress  to  pass,  viz :  the  pro* 
bability  that  Congress' would  linitesome  regi- 
men is,  and  derange  the  state  of  the  officers,  as 
hjid  been  ^one  in  the  former  war.  {  believe  the 
President  ^follows- the  same  metjtod  at  present. 

The  next  army  that  was  fittempted  to<  be  raised 
was  daring  the  hostilities  with  France.  >  I  theQ 
gave  my  opinion,  not  only  oa  the  floor,  but  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  the  ranks  coqld  not  be 
filled,  and  that  it  would  be  an  armj  of  officers^ 
It  proved  to  be  so;  as  soon  as  a  certain  descrip-*- 
lioaof  people  about  (owns  andeiUes  were,ealistedy 
recruiting  stopped. 

'  During  the  ^ar  conducted  by  General  Wayne, 
recourse  was  necessarily  had  to  short  enlfstnrebts 
and  militttt  service,  where  a  recruit  could  not  be 
procured  for  the  tegular  Ailny.  I  have'Q.bserved 
rail  companies  of  rangers  for  eight  or  ten  months 
i[aised  in  a  few. days.  Indeed,  I  never  saw  diffi- 
culty, or  much  delay,  in  raising  such  troops. 

Gentlemen  argue  for  the  greatest  mimber  of 
regiments,  frohi  the  necessity  of  being  able  to 
make  a 'strong  impression  to  secure  the  object.  I 
am  equally  impressed  with  that  necessity.;  biuit 
is  not  an  army  on  paper  (hat  will  make  that  im- 
pression ;  and  I  am  convinced,  by  observation  and 
experiehc^,  that  the  armv  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate will  long  be  sdch;  l  am  for  employing  soU 
di^rs  in  evejty' manner  in  which  they  are  willing 
10  serve.  I  am.  8ir,Ja  fa^or  ot  employing  as  many 
regulars  as  cain  possibly  be  procured,  aided  by 
every  other  description  of  troops  that  arest(ited  to 
eircumstances  and  to  the  state  of  .the  country.    , 

Mh  Alstok  said  .he  should  vote  against  ,the 
ameodmedt.  not  from  any  fear  that  the  President 
would  abuse  the  power  .proposed. to  be  placed  in, 
him,  but  because  he  was  against  making  any 
more  amendments  to  the  bill  which  were  not  ma- 
terial. He  thought  there  were  sufficient  restWe- 
tions  in  the  bill  already.  .Some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  three- fourths,  of  the- men  for  the  six 


regiments  are  enlisted.  The  whole  subject  «-ill 
be  before  Congress  during  the  session;  and,prob- 
.ably,  before  the  men  for  the  six  regiments  are 
raised.  Congress 'will  have  o6  difficulty  in  saying 
whether  or  not  the  remarning  regiments  ahall  be 
raised.   . 

Mr,  Troup  observed  that,  if  it  were  found, 
sonfie  time  hence,  that  t^.OOO  men  wer^  unneces- 
sary. Congress  could  at  once  say,  that  only  acer- 
t^in  part  should  be  raised.  It  bad,  in  hisopimoa, 
been  correctly  s^id,  that,  if  we  dO  not  want  25,000 
men,  we  do  not* want  one  man.  Can  the  geoc}e- 
tnan  from^  Pennsylvania  doubt  that  5.000  men 
will  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  ? 
And  is  it  not  stared  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that 
12,000  men  will  be'wanied  fx>t  the  fortifications 
oA  our  seaboard,  ezclusiye'of  the  aid  to  be  de« 
rived' from  the  militia^  which  takes  17,000  out  of 
the  25,000  men  ?  «Aod>  is  there  a  tnau,  who  has  a 
kiK)wledge  of  military  afiair^^  who  would  be  wil- 
ling to  sit  down  before  the  Gibraltar  of  America. 
Q\2ebec,  with  less  than  20,000  men*?  '  In  his  mind'^ 
however,  the  capture  of  Halifax  would  be  more 
Important  than  (Eluebec,  as  froni  thence  may  be 
expected  the 'chief  attacks  upon  our  commerce; 
but  Halifax  could. not  be  taken  until  ^oebec  was 
first  secured.  He  could  see  no  reason  for  adopt- 
ing the  arnendment. 

Mr.  McEtM  said,  it  was  peculiarly  the  province 
of  Congress  to  raise  armies^  Why,  then,  throw 
the  responsibility  upon  the  President,  who,  by 
an  honest  error  of  opinion,  might  use  the  power 
improperly  ?  Why  should  Congress  shrink  from 
this  responsibility  ?  It  is  for  us,  said  he,  to  do 
the  whole  of  thebiisiness,  and  upon  us  the  whole 
responsibility  ought  to  lie.'  For  these  reasons^ 
he  was  opposed'  to  the  amendment. 

*Mr^  CALBotTN  voted  in  favor  of  the'araeadment 
of  the  gentleman  fromf-Georgia/though  he  was  ia 
favof  of  raising  .the  whole  25.00Q  men.  because 
he  wished  to  carry  the  present  n»easure  by  as  large 
a  vote  as  possible.  He  believed  nothing  but  the 
most  energetic  course  vvou Id  answer  any  purpose. 
The  nevfs  of  the  steps  silread^  taken  have,  no 
doubt,  parsed  over  the  Atiaotie^  T^e^  eouolry 
against  Whom  we  are  taking  measures,  may  iiave 
taken  her  stand*  Uiianimity  and  decisioa  in  our 
Councils  alone  can  save  the  country.  He  be- 
lieved the  public  sentioden't  was  with  Congress; 
but  if  geiitl^eii  will*  not,  in  any  instance,  sacri- 
fiee  Iheir  opinions,. but  pertinaciooaiy  insist  upon 
amendment-after  amendment  to. measures  hroi^iit 
fdrward  for  our  defence,  we  might  be  forced  into 
war  before  we  are  prepared  for  it.  We  ou^hc 
either  to  submit,  or  ..make  an  energ;^tic  defence. 
He  perceived  that  the  .public  sentiment  began  al- 
ready to  doiibt  whether- Congress  wa^  really  in 
earnest,  froni'  the  tardiness  of  their  movements. 
He  should  vote  ag;ainst  the  proposed  amendmeoi 
in  order  to  prevenx' farther  delay. 

Mr.  BtBB  said,  if  he  understood  this  bill,  it  did 
not  contemplate  to  raise  a  numbei;  of  men  sufl&- 
cient,  in  case  of  war.  The  amendment  intro- 
duced by  the  Speaker,  provided  only  for  the  rais- 
ing of  six  regiments  in  the  first  instance.  The 
protKMed  Amcendment  goes  no  farther}  as  it  says^ 
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the  oflScers  of  the  seren  reroainiDg  reffi no ents  shall 
Dot  be  appointed,  except  they  shall  oe  foaod  ne- 
cessary. Aixl  nothing  but  the  adjostmeotof  our 
difierences  with  Great  Britain  could  prevent  this 
Becessity.  ]Qut  hope«is  still  entertained  by  some, 
that  these  difficulties  may  still  be  accommodated. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  agree  to  the  prop- 
osition, which  could  do  ho  possible  injur^.  It 
Was  introduced  id  the  spirit  of  coippromise  .to 
tneet  the  yiews  of  certain  gentlemei^^  and  he 
should  Vote- for  it. 

.  The  quiestion  ^K?a4  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
negatived — 68  to* 55.  The  votes  were  the' same, 
as  on  the  last  quesiioo,  except  iD.tw(^  or  three 
instances^  '  .  - 

No  other  atnejxdm'ent'  b'eii^  proposed  to  the 
bill^  the  question  was  stated  from  the  Chair,  thai 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and,  together  With 
the  bili,*be.  read  Che  third  trn^e;  and  being  taken, 
it  passed  in.  the  affirmative— y<ea8  90,  jiays  35,  as 
follows:  .     , 

.  TsAs — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Willian^  Ander^oo,  Sta- 
venson  Archer,  Daniel  Avety,  tlzekiel  Bacoi>,  I>avid 
Bard,  Josiali  Bartldtt,  Burwell  Baaaett,  Abiiah  Bige- 
low,, William  W.  Bibb,  William  Biackledge,  Harmanos 
Bleecker,  Robert  Brown,  WiHiam  A.  Burwell,  Wiltiam 
Butlei:,  John  C.  <^alhoan,  Langdon  Ohevea,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clapton,  Lawia  Condit^ 
William  Crawf9rd>  Roger  DaviS}  -John  pawsonj  Joij«ph^ 
Dieaha,  Samuel  Dlnsmoor,  Elias  Emrle,  JaiAea  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Jamea  Fiak,  Meahack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholaon,  Thomas  K;  Gofdj  Isaiah  L.  Onen, 
Felix  Grundy,  Bolting  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,'  Aylett  Hawea,  John  M;  Hyneman,  Ridhard 
M.  Johnaon,  Joaeph  Kani  William  R.  King,.Abn0^ 
Lacoek,  Joaeph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Wflliam  Lowndea,  Aardn'  Lyle,  George/ 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Mobre,  William  McCoy.  8am* 
iiel  McKtee,  AJexalider  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  i^am- 
uel  14^  Mitehill,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,'  Anthony  New;  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  Jan.,  Israel  Pick* 
ens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  9*  Porter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  pbenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammona,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sbvicr^ 
Adam  Seybert,  8amuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  William 
Btrong,  George  Sullivan,  Peleg  Talhnan,  John  Talia- 
£»rro,  Uri  Tracy,  Geor^^e  M.  Troup,' Charles  Turner, 
ionior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jnnioT,  David  R.  Wil* 
linma,  William  Widgery, '  Richard  Winn,-  and  Robert 
Wright 

Nats — John  Bakery  Abijkh  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd, 
Jamea  Breckenridge,  Elijah  BHgham,  Epaphrodltus 
Champion,  Martin.  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richarcl  Jaok- 
«on,  jun.a  PhiHp  B.  Hey,- Lyman  LaW„  Joseph  Lewie, 
Jan.,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Ar^ibald  McBryde,  Jonathan 
O.  M oseloy,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin^  Jan.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph* 
William  Rodman.  Daniel  Shetfey^  John  Smilie,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,'  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Stdrgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La^ 
ban  Whfaton,  Leonard  .WJiite,  and  Thomaa  WiJson. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
iime  to-morro# ;  aad  on  motion,  the  House  ad* 
jourDe4*  ^■ 


Fkiday.  January  3. 
.  Mr.  LaCock  presented  a  petition  of  S^rah 
Fowler,  cf  Pjennsylvaoia,  widow  and  executrix 
of  the  late  Brigadier  Geperal  Alexander  Fowler, 
deceased^  praying  a  grant  of  ten  thousand  acres 
of  laud  due  to  hei;  late  husband  in  tirtue  of  a 
proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  of 
the  year  1763. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

.Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Prince  Wil- 
liains,  free  man  of  color,  praying  a  support,  in 
consideration .  of  bodily  injuries  sustained  by  a 
fall  from  the  top  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  Of 
Washington,  whilst  in  the  employ  of  the  public 
as  a  laborer. — Referred  to  a  select  committee* 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Key,  and  Mr,  Maxweli^  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rhea^  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred-  the  peti; 
lions  of  aererai  religious  societies  in  the  wesiera 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  coihpiaining  of  the  prac- 
tice of,  travelling  with  the'  mail,  and  opening  i^ 
at  the  post  offices  on  the  Sabbatn,  reported  that, 
iioweVer  desirable  the  regulations' for  which  they 
pray  may  be^.that,  at  this  partieolaf  crisis  of  oar 
affairs,  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  alterations 
in  this  respecL^^Th^  repori  was  coocuf  red  with. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Comn^ittee  on  Com- 
merce and  Map  ufactui:esp  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  purciiftse  from  Wlnsjow  Lewis  bis  paten^right 
to  a  new  method  of  Itghiing  light- houses,  ^hd  for- 
other  purposes* 

[Mr.  N.  stated  that,  by  this  new  method,  a 
light-house  which  now  consumes  1,400  gallons 
of.  oil,  in  a  certaio  period,  would  be  supplied 
by  400  only.]  -  The  bill  was'twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted.' 

Mr.  Baoon  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Wholly  10  whom  was  referred  the  report  on  the 
petitions  of  the  collectors  of  the  several  ports, 
might 'be  discharged  from  the  fhrther  constdera*' 
tion  of  it,  that  it  might  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in-order  to  have 
some  errors,  which  had  escaped  the  committee, 
corrected. — ^gte^i  to.  .     .         ^' 

Mr.RBBA  said,  that  persons  entitled  to  pen- 
sions had  found  great  difficulty  in  complying 
with^the  requisitions  of  the  law  as  |t  now  stood.' 
He  wished  to  sindplify  the  business,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  offerad  to  the  Housie  a  resolution  which, 
after  jome  observations  from  different  members, 
and  receiving  uo  amendmetst  from  Mr.  Gholsom, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  was 
agreed  to,  aqd  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  JBintiNGs  ofibred  a  Teaolation. calling  upon 
the  President. of  the  Uuited  States  for  informa- 
tion respecting  the  appointment  of  certain  Indian 
agents,,  dtc.,  in  the  Inaiana  and  Illinois  Territo- . 
ries;.  but  some  objection  being  made., to  it,  on 
the  ground  of  a  sioiibr  resolution  having  al- 
ready beeo  eo tared  into,  it  Was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  uble. 

Mre  PoRTifi,  t^e  Chairmui  of  the  Comoiittee 
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of  Foreign  ReUtioos,  said  that,  il  having  been 
discovered  that  there  were  some  parts  of  the 
bill  for  raising  a  volunteer  corps,  which  re- 
quired correction,  and  which  could  be  better 
done  by  the*  committee  who  reported  it  ;than 
in. Committee  of  the' ^ly bole,  he  would  move 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole' from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
recommit  h.     '     '      ^ 

'  This  nKoiioo  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Smilie, 
ja  member  of  jbe  Committee  on  Forejgn  Rela- 
tions, who  said  thatpo 'meeting  of  the  committe/e 
had  been  bad,  which  he  thought  ought  to  have 
taken  place  before  a  motion  of  this  kind  was 
made.  He  had  heard  nothing  of  these  collections 
before,  and  did  not  understand  the  management 
which  appeared  to  attend  this  business.. 

The  Speaker  objected  to  the  term  TnaruLgi- 
.ment,  as  applied"  to  any  committee  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Smilie  explained ,  and.  after  soijie  ooser- 
Vations  from  other  members,  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  th^  Whole  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  recommitted. 

ADDITIONAL  MILltARY  FOSCS. 

The  order  of  the  d»y  beipg^  called  for^  the  bill 
for  rtfisinl;  an  additional  force  was  taken  up,  and 
read  the  third* time;  and  the  question  being  put, 
'* Shall  th.e  bill  pass  ic^  third  reading?  ' . 

Mn  S9BPPET  saidt  Mr.  Speaker,1t  was  not 
my  intention  to  have  disturbed  the  trangntllfty 
with  which  this  measure  has  hitherto  progressed 
throilgh  the  Hoo^ ;  but  considering' the  deep  in- 
terest which  this  country  has  at  stake,  and  .whioh 
.  i6  so  intimately  connected  with  tbeYresent  ques- 
tion, I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state. t&e  rea- 
sons whicii  inQuence  my  vote.  I  feel  the  greater 
Bolicitnde  to  do  so,  because,  as  will  hav6  been  pcflr- 
oeired  in  the  several  stages  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, I  differ  essentially  with  a  great  raa- 
iorily  of  iTie  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  suppose  that  this  course  is 
indispensable  to  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  country,  and  that  the  means  which  they  are 
about  to  provide  by  this  bill  tfre  calculated  tq  at- 
tain the  ends  in  ,vieir;  while  I  conceive  their 
projects  pregnant  with  every  mischief— with  the 
ruin  of  our  liberties.  In  the  expression  of  this 
opinion,  let  me  not  be  understood  as  disposed  in 
any  degree  to  impeach  the  purity  of  their  mo-: 
fives.  I  have  no  doubt  that  every  member  acts 
under  the  high  sense  of  duty  which  be  owes  to 
liis  country^ and>»vhich  the  oocatiion/Hs particularly 
calculated  to  inspire.  While  I  make  this  sincere 
and  unsophisticated  declaration,  I  hope  k  corres* 
pondent  indulgence  a|id  liberality  will  be  ez- 
-  tended  to  i^e.  ' 

I  had  hoped,  if,  it  was  seriouaily  intended  to 
change  the  state  of  this  nation,  and  to  barter  the 
blessings  of  peace,  whfch  we  have  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years,  for  the  evils- and  calamities  of  war, 
that;  the  question  tvouldbave  been  propounded  te 
US  in  a  direct  and  unequivocal  shape;  that  we 
should  have  been  called  upon  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  injuries  of  which  we  justly  complain,  are 
•to  borcdiTested  by  the  employ  men  t  of  the  physical 


force  of  the  country^  If  such  had  l>eeo  the  explicit 
determination  of  a  majority,  much  as  1  deprecate 
the  evils  which  must  inevitably  attend  a  slate  of 
war,  I  should  have  cordially  united  with  them  ia 
calling  forth  our  energies  and  providing  tbemeaos 
calculated,  to  terminate  it 'speedily  and  siiccess- 
fully^.  I  should  have  done  so  under  the  guidacse 
of  the  same  motives  whic^h  actuate  me  in.  the  op- 
position which  I  maka  to  the  bill  on  your  table* 
Viewing  war  as  attended  with  every  evil  which 
ambition,  corruption,  and  the  indulgence  of  the 
malignant  passions  can  give  birth  to,  I  sbauld 
have  inoliued  to  lend  my  efforts  to  terminate  its 
existence  as  soon  as  an  honorable  |>eace  could 
be  secured — that  the  body  politic  might  not  be 


wholly  cojjirpted  bv  protracting  the  disease,  but 
restored  to  its  healtnful  state'with  as  little  delay 
as  possible!  It  has,  however,,  pleased  those  who 
direct  the  affairs  of  ^bis  nation  in  this  House  to 
pursue  a  different  course.  Instead  of  designating 
the  object  for  the  attainment  of  which  the  force 
provided  by  the  bill  under  consideration  is  to  be 
employed,  s6  fiir  as  it  respetts  any  declaration  of 
this  House,  that  is  still  unascertained ;  so  thai  we 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  opposing  the  grant 
of  the  means,  because  we  are  opposed  to  the  sub- 
ject to  whicn  they  are  probably  to  be  applied. 
Through  this  bill,  we  must  perceive  the  ulterior 
intention  of  the  majority;  which^  as  avowed,  ia 
•^nothing  fnore  or  less  than  an  offensive  war  against 
Great  Britain. 

Qn  a  question' of  tto  tpuch  moment  to  the  coun- 
try, whose  peace  and  happiness  is  so  directly  in- 
rolved,  I  had  expected  that  a  full,  systematie, 
and  statesman-like  development  would  have  been 
OMide  by  some  friencl  of  this  measure ;  not  only 
of  the  causes  of  compkuot  whieh  We  have  against 
Great  Britain,  and  the  injuries  which  we  have 
received  at  her  ban d^,- bo t  of  thcobjecu  of  the 
war  about  to  be  undertaken,  and  the  means  and 
probabilities  of  securing  them.  There  is  a  self* 
evident  distinction  between  the  cansea  and  the 
objects  of  war.  The  one  may  exist  without 
the  other.  And  there  may  be  both  good  causes 
and  iubstantiat  objects,  and  yet  it  would  be  the 
grossest  folly  to  precipitate  the  nation  into  a  war, 
unless,  on  full  reflection,  aided  by  all  the  wisdom 
and  experience  we  could  collect,  there  appeared 
a  fair  prospect,  that,  after  the  waste  of  oor  blood 
and  treasure,  we  tfould  either  realize  the  object 
in  controversy,  or  obtaih  some  sobstantial  eqoiv* 
alent.  We  bad  therefore  xiight  to  expect — to  have 
had  placed. before' ua^  a  view  of  this  subject,  cal- 
culated to  convince  us  that  we  Wer^  not  forego- 
ing  the  blessing  of  peace  n^itbout.a  rational  ob- 
ject, or  without  the  most  distant  prospect  of  mak- 
ing the  war  anythiog  but  a  curse  to  this  ifaiion. 
But,  instead  of  such  a  course — which  the  occa- 
sion seemed  naturally  to  require,  if  ou^  reason  is. 
to  have  any  share  in  the  decision — nothing  has 
beeu  presented  to  us  but'highly-colored  statements 
of  the  injustice  which  has  been  measured  put  to 
us  by  Great  Britain.  The  many  injuries  vhich 
w^  have  received  at  her  hand?  have  been  detailed 
and  repeated.^  by  almost « very  one  who  has  spoken 
in  favor  of  this  bill ;  but  there  they  have  stopped. 
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On  thifrfmrt  of  (h«  sabjeet-^the  dlily  part  which 
^otlemen  h«ve  been  pleased  to  'touoh-<— there  is 
very  litite  differedee  between  us.  I  faaye  nb  diffi- 
enlty  in  belieTin^,'  that^yer  since  the  year  1806, 
0ot  only  Oreai  Brinrin^but  Prance  a)^o,b|iTe  given 
Qs  repeated  eaiisestaf  War,  which,  aq66rding  to  the 
f^rtoer  Qsagef  of  nations,  is  jastiified  iirhenever  an 
indignity  i»  offered,  or'U  national  right  viohited. 
I  am  not  one  of  these,  therefore,  who<appose  th»t 
^'Grelit  Britain  ha»  dove  us  ne  essential  injury.'' 
Far  from  it.  I  am  fbllv  sensible  of  the  indigni- 
ties aiS^red  to  lis.  atfd  the  repeated  violations  of 
ovr  rigb^  as  a  neutral  nation  on  her  ptttt;  bat 
this  is  not  .enough  for  me.  I  must  1>e  persuaded 
that' there  isa  ra*tionaI  hope  that  war  will  remedy 
the  evil  which  we  exp^fence,  and  that.il  will  not 
brin^  with  it'  others  much  more  to  jbie  -dreaded/ 
than  .tbat'  under  which  We  ial)0r:  Were  tbfese 
thio^  as  little  questionable  as  the  cdurse  of  the 
British  Gh>vernmeiit  has  been  unjust,  l-^houid  have 
DO  hesitation  iujoniting  my  emMrts  to  obcaii^  jus- 
tice by  force.  '  • .    * 

•So  fait  am  I  .from  i^dmitttng  tb^tt  th«  British 
Gaveri^ioent  is  j^ified  in  adopting  her  Orders 
in  C«uoeil-^th«  great  oause  of  eomplatn^^that 
I  den^  both  thejr  premises  and  conclusion."  The. 
principles  upon  j^htch  they  purport  to  b«  founded, 
IS  the  right  which  Great  Britain  claitns  to  retali- 
ate upon  her  enekpy  the' evils medif^led  agafnn 
her  by  ibe  decree  of  Berlin.  I  do  most  explicitly 
deny  the  doctrihey  tb«t  a'.teliigerent  can  iustifia- 
bly  ftmiih4late  the  onouestionabie  right  ot  ff  neu- 
tral, because  it  may  b^  calculated  to'  distress  an 
enemy,, or  seem  retaliatory  x>i  some  unjust  regu- 
lation adopted  by  him.  U  is  neither  justified  by 
reason  nor  b^  iTny  principle  of  public  latir.  Nor 
do  I  believe  Great  Britain  more  correct  in  her  con<- 
dusipn,  that**Uhe  Orders  in  Council,  in  their  efiect.- 
would  f euliate  on  he/  enefUy  the  evils  meditated 
against  her  by  Vivl"  On  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  me  that  they  had^l  direct  opposite  tendency, 
t^he  moat  important, feature  in  the  French  Berlin 
decree, 'lirav  tbut  which  wa§  intended  *to  exclude 
from  France,  and  the  countr^es-under  her^sontrbl 
and  influence,  British  produce  .and  .manulaCtufes 
r-the  btocludittg  part  beings  merely  nominal.  It 
would  either  be  rigorously  executed,  or  h  would 
ll^ot.  If  it  could  not  be  executed,  (ds  was  then 
generally  believed.)  the  American  flag  afforded 
the  best  fneaus^of  introduciaff  the  articjles* inter- 
dicted to  tbe  Continent  I  no  that  the  enierprise  of 
our  citizens,  steonded  bv  the  habit?  and  wants  of 
the  peonle  who  liave  «een  accustomed .  to  this 
eommerce,  would  have  reduced  the  decree  to  a 
mere  shadow.  Should,  however,  th'e  vigor  of  the 
Fren4?h  Government  be  competent  to  effi^t  th^ 
anti-commprcial' svstem,  hod  execute  the^evlin 
decree,  so  as  to  exclude  British  products  and  iiian-> . 
ufactures,  there  then  remaineu  no  prospect  that 
France  would  be  distressed  by  the  destruction  of 
the  remaining  commerce  with  her,  lef^  to  .us;  We 
furnished  her  with  none  of  the  great  :necessaries 
of  life^  Our  principal  trade  was  itf  the  colonial 
products;  which,  by  the  ]l^erlin  decree,  and  sub* 
sequ«n.t  municipal  regnldtions,  were-tptally  ex- 
cludedjwith  ft  view  to  encourage  their, gro>irth. 


or  subatitutes,  hi  h«r  own  dominions.  So  that 
the  Orders  in  Council,  w  to  the  retaliatory  objiect, 
^cpuld  haVe  vei-y  little,  if  any,  practical  tfkcu 

On  tbe  subject  of^the  intpressment  of  our  sea- 
men, much  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this 
debate.  The  distresses  of  fifty  thousan4  Ameri- 
can citizens  ^n  bdard'the  Brifish  ships  of  war 
have  been  described  in  feeling  lanffuage;an  j  paint- 
id  in^glowing  colol's^  >particu)arlv  by  an  honors 
able  member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson.) 
Without  believing  that  thie^actual  number  ap- 
proaches that  supposed,  I  feel  for  our  unfortunate 
eountfymen  4n  that  situatiop,  and  readily  admit 
that  there  is  cause 'of  complaint' against  Great 
l^ritap,  aHsing  from*  that  .source.'  But,  on  thi» 
Subject,  tt  Is  >imj)drtaiit  to  view  (he  question  on 
bofh  sides,  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  whether  wd 
are  not  claiming  more'  th^o  we  can  ever  ration- 
ally expect  to  obtain.  Our  native  citiaseos,  or  those 
who  weremembers  of  tbis'community  at  the  close . 
G^  the  Revolutionary  war,  are  unquestionabiyen- 
titled  to  exempticru  from  impressnsebttf'But  we 
claim  itTor  every  person  who  shall  sail  under  our 
flag'^-at  l^st,  for.  those  rh\it  have  been  natural- 
ist siiltfe  the -period  mentioned.  L  confess  I  am 
not.disposed  to'enter  ii|to  a  ^ar  ftA*  the  security 
OB  the  1)ighveas.of  the  latter  class;  I  think  we 
do  enough  (tnore  than  any  other  Government  oa 
earth  does)  ^Wfaea  We  place  those  persons  upon  a 
perfect  equality,  as  it  respects  the  enjoyment  of 
eVery  right  within  our  territorial  jurisdiction. 
Set  far,  no  other  tfation  has  oau^  to  complain;  be- 
cause, we  d.o  not  interfere  with  any  riffht  claimed 
by  them,  either  sanctioned  by  pub}i9  ulW,  of  of  a 
questionable  charJaoter.  But  further  we  cannot 
go,  without  interfering  with /the  claims  of  other 
80verei§fn  Powers,  satctioned  by  lonj^  practice 
and  acquiescence.  Allegiance  i8^  due  trom  every 
pers6n  m  a  social  stat^  to  ^ome  Government,  la 
tiie  dark  ages  oT  superstition  and  despotism,  it 
wa^  claimed  as  due  by  diviue  right;  hut  since 
the  dawn  of  civil  libertyr  it  has  been  considered 
as  n  duty  g(r(>wing  out  of  an  implied  compact  be- 
tween the  governors '  and-  governed,  and  indisso- 
luble like  othef  compact^,  without  the  mutual  as- 
sent of  the  contraptin^  parties.  On  this  principje 
4s.  founded  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  altegiahce 
recognised  throughout  Europe,  and  the  British 
pretensions,  by  whichthey  reclaim  their  subjects 
found  on  board  of  our  merchant  vessels,  where 
they  allege  they  are  not  entitled  to  protection,  no 
more 'than  enemy's  property  and  eoiStraband 
goods,  for  which  they  h^ve  an  unquestionable 
right  to  Search.  Thus;  while  they  claim  the 
right  of  impressj^ng' their  own  subjects  only,  the 
similarity  tff  manners  and  .language,  and  the 
abuses  of  power  by  British  oflKce/s.  causes  the 
impresstnent  of  many  of  our  native  citizens. 

la  considering  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  deem 
it  unnecressary  to '  investigate  the  ^ftee  of  the 
ddetrine  for  which  Great  Britain. contends^  ot 
how  far  it  corresponds  with  the  abstri^ct  "  nght 
of  man  f  I  speak  of  the  fact.  It  is  enough  for 
us  to  know  that  these  pretensions  exist,  have 4ong 
existed,  and  will  nbtbe  abandoned.  We  must  bo 
conscious  that  we  cannot  impost  our  principles 
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OD  ather  nations,  with  wrhom  it  is  our  iat^rest  to* 
«uKivate  a  good  understanding;  but  thtt  00. 
every  subject  where'  our,  rights  or*  pretensions 
may  conflict,  both,  parties  mpst  cherish  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  coocetoion,  as  the  only  mode  by, 
wLieh  we  can  be  brooght  together  to  prevent  col- 
lision..from  which  neither  can  derive  any  siib- 
stantial  benefit.  The  Question  is'  ooLwhat  We 
want,  but  what,  under  all  circilm stances.  Majpofh 
fiible  we  can  get.  I -have,  therefore,  long  since 
thought  that  our  Government  ought  to  abandon 
tbe  higd  pretensions  of  affording  security  to^every 

Serson  (even  aliens)  who  should  sail  under  our 
,ag,  and  propoj^e  some  arrange a[)«trt  to  Grefit 
•Britain,  which,  while  it  gave  protection  to  our 
own  native  citizen^ would  pre^entour  merchants 
from  employing  any  other  during,  the  prescfnt 
war.  If  these  stipulations  were  reciprocal,  every 
substantial  object  would  be  answered.  Sb<>til^ 
Qreat  Britain  refuse  an  overture  so  manifestly 
just,  it  would  afibrd  additional  cause  of  comr 
plaint^ a^  rhen  we  might  indulge  in  the  bitter 
invectives  which  have  been  uttered  against  her. 
From  what  I  have  said  it  will  be  apparent  that 
I  do  not  oppose,  this  measure  on  the  gt-omid  that 
there  is  not  ample  cause  of  war  against  Gireat< 
Britain.   The  reverse  fs  explicitly  admitted.  But 

Ihnll  the  blood  and  treasure  of  this  nation  6e 
avished  against  the  Orders  *  in  Council,  aa  so 
much  naper,  or  are  we  to  conti^nd  for  some  ^ub- 
8tantial,good,  which  w6  should  otherwise  enjoy, 
and  of  which  their  operation  deprives  us  )  I  pre^' 
sumu  there  is  scarcely  ■  a  pian  in  this  country, 
however  infected  he  may  be  with  ttie  war  mania, 
who  could  act  so  n^adly.  as  to  propose  a  warfare 
|o  procure  tne  mere  nominal  repeal  of  Orders  in 
Coiincilj^hen  it, was  e.vident  it  woufd  be  unat- 
tended with  a  single  practical  benefit.  No  1  the 
nominal  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  is  not 
your  object;  It  i«  the  subsCadtial  commercial 
benefit  which  you  conceive  will  Ibllow  that  act, 
that  forms  the  essepce  of  the  controversy.  The 
unmolested  commerce  to  France  aini  her  depend- 
encies is  the  boon  for  which  you*  are*  going  to 
war.  This  is  the  real  object,  disgui&e  it*aa  you 
will.  And  it  is  not  the  oommerce  which  we  for- 
merly enjoyed  (as  geniiemen  would  seem  to  sup-, 
pose)  which  is  in  controversy.  Your  exptrt 
commerce  to  France  now  consists  of  opr  owp 
products  only,  as  appears,  by  the /Letter  of  the 
French  Minister  on  your  table.  "^I  say  ou(  own 
products,  because  t  suppose  the  privilege  which 
has.  be^o  graciously,  ex  tended  to  us,  of  exporting 
other  articles  Tn  certain  cases  und^r  French  licen- 
ses, will  scarcely  be  insisted  on  as  being  anything 
else  but  an  indignity,  Ifhe  mui^cipal  regula- 
tioi^s  whi<:h  bs^ve  been  substituted  for  the  Berlin 
decree,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  .practical  efiect^ 
bave  destroyed  b^  far, the  most  profitable  and  im- 
portant branch  ot  our  trade  to  the  French  Em- 
pire,, which  consisted  in  the  products  and  manu- 
factures of  other  countries.  Our  merchants  were 
in  tbe  habit  of  exportine  to  the  West  Indies  pur 
flout,  beef,  pork,  live stock,iumber,  d>c., for  which 
they  received  in  .return   the  products  o(  those 


this  country  waa  'exported '  to  the  coatioent  of 
Europe,  for  which  we  received  in  return  French 
wines,  brandies,  silks,  Gerpnan  iioenv,  and  bills 
on  London.    Of  so  much  mote  importance  was 
this  export  trade  to  us  than  that  of  our  own  com- 
merce, that  in.  1807,  before  the  British'  Orders  in 
Council  existed^  the  domestic  exports  to  France 
(including  Belgium)  amounted  to  dbout  two  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  tiiousand  dollars  only  ;  while 
tb^  amount  of  exports  to  the  *&>&«  country  of 
foreign  manufactures  and  products  (chiefly  colo- 
nial) was  nearly  ten. millions.    In  the  same  year 
the  whole  of  our*  domestic  exports  to  every  part 
of  the  world,  amounted  to  about  forty-eight  mil- 
lions and  a  half]  of  which  the  amount  1  have 
stated  was  exported  to  France,  and  about  twenty- 
eight  millions  to  Great  Britain  and  her  possessions 
and '  dependjsnctes.  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe.    Since  that  time  she.  has  acquired  tbe 
French  West  Indies,  ih^  Isles  of  France  and 
Bourbon  in  the  Indian  ocean,  tfite^Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Asia  and  Amer- 
ica.   To  these  countries  in  1807,  while  under  their 
former  dependence,  the  exports  of  domestic  pro- 
ducts from  thfi  United  Stales  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  four  millions  of  dollars;  so  that  estima- 
ting our  exports  to  CTreat  Briti^inand  her  present 
possessions  and  dependencies  as  they  stood  ia 
1807,  the  amount  would  be  itbout  thirty-two  mil- 
lions— about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of 
.our  domestic  expoVts  to  lever  y  part  of  the  world. 
Thus,  whil^  wc  are  about  engaging  in  a  war  for 
commerce,  we  ^abandon  tbe  greater,  abeolntelf, 
and  contend  for  the  lessee.    We  relinquish  our 
commerce  wiik Great  Britain  and  her  possessions 
at  the  threshold,  X^or  during  hostilities  I  presume 
we  shall  have  nooe.J  and  ^o  to  war  for  what  we 
can  get  of  the-  Commerce  of  France,  Italy,  Hol- 
land, Hamburg,  and  the  Hi^nse  Towns.     Heave 
Spain  and  Portugal  and  their  American  prov- 
inces out  of  thei  que^stion;  as  the  fate  of  those 
,  countries  hangs  ill  suspense. 

But  this*  is  not  alL  <  We  may  expectto  see.  and 
the  day  is'^not  distant,  when  the  dominions  of 
France  .shall  not  afibrd  us  a  market  for  a  single 
article,  but  all  eoinmerce  with  her  shall  ei^er  be 
interdicted  by  her  own  Governoient,  or  aban- 
doned by  our  merchants  as' uq worthy  their  pur- 
suit. Eves  since  the  date^of  the  Berlrn  decree. 
and  the  prostratioij  of  the  Prussian  n|onarchy. 
those  who  gave  themselves  the  trouble  to  think, 
and  could  think,  saw  that  a  great  and  radical 
change,  in  the*  ^tate  of  £uTope'  was  intended  by 
the  Imperial  conqueror,  who  wields  the  destinies 
of  the  Continent,  Whatever  the  ultimate  object 
might  be,. it  was  early  perceivable  that  that  ma- 
(ual  dependence  which,  exists  between  commer- 
cial Statesf  so  far  as  it  respected  the  French  Em- 
pire, was  about  to  be  dissolved,  and  that  at  was  to 
be  dependent  no  longer  upon-  foreign  nations  for 
any  supplies.  To  this,  eyery  regulatioa  (ex-ter- 
ritorial or  municipal)  adopted  by  it3  Government 
has  kept  a  steady  eye..  They  are  now  stariag 
you  full  in«the  face.  You  see  your  tmiieia  the 
colonial  products,,  formerly  .the  most-  profitable 


islands.    The  surplus  beyond  (heconsumptipiiofi  braiich  ot  our  foreign  oomiaeica,  totally  anniki- 
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Uted:  Tbe  ^oftsampiiDii  of  yoor  tobtceo,  9  gn^eat 
tmple  of -the  Middle .  Sti^tes«  redacedto  one-fif* 
tee^tl^  of  the  whole  quantity  coosumed  in  Franc^, 
and  that  monopolized  by  the  French  Oovern.- 
ment.  who  pAysyoDr  merjehants  what  iisTapiicjty- 
dictaces.  You  see  yoar  eottoq,  once  the  great 
and  profitable  staple  of  the  .South,  subjected .  to 
iioeh  enorilious  impost  duties,  as  almost  amount 
t6li  prohibition,  for  ^be  avowed  pirrpose  of  en- 
fionragiog'the  eultora  of  that  artiele  in  Italy,  and 
the  sooth  of  Prance ;  yoof  fiour  and  provisions 
find  iTo.  market*  there,  because  she  has  a  surplus 
of  her  own  production.  .Th^  other  articles  in 
which  we  are  permitted  to*  trade  are  so  inconsid- 
erable in  Value  that  ihey'  form  no  serious  item  in 
the  account;  Besides  all  this,  you  see  your  -mer- 
chants, tffter  having  submitted  to  the  rnjuitice'of 
French  regulations,  ^nd  the  rapacity  of  French 
officers,  compelled  to  invest  the  little  remn9nts 
of  the  proceeds  of  their  cargoes  in  French  silks, 
wine?,  and  brandies,  in  reguUaed  prop6rtions. 
Sir,  ibis  detail  ouffht*io  convince  us  that  a  cotot 
merce  thu^  sbaclned'  and  limrted;  is*  not  Worthy 
'the  crusade  whi<ih  is  meditated,  apd  that  the  pros- 
pect as  to  its  fotufe  value  is  still  movegloomyk  I 
believe  were  the  Orders  in'  Council  Repealed  to- 
iaorrow,  our  commerce  to  France  would  hot  be 
worth  two  mill toqs^  and  cirenmscribed  as  it  al- 
ready is,  as  long  as  the  anti-commercial  system 
coJDfiBues,  we  i^ayjBZpeet  that  it  will  dsriiy.di- 
iDweb.    •  . '  "* 

But  we  hpiv^  been  told  that  ail  oalculatieiis^  as 
10  objects,  mcanft,  or  conseqoeDces,.are  to  be  It  id 
out  of  the  qdestioii,  as  sordid  and  low-minded: 
That,  feeliog  our  codntry's  rights  violated  and 
her  honor  assailed)  we  ought  td  oMreh  heedjessly 
on  to  seek  reilress  at  every  hazard.  I  confess  I 
was^stoni^hed  to  hear  euoh  a  coarse  recomf^ 
mended.  In  the  mont  unimportant  concerns  of 
life,  a  prudent  ttoan  calls  to  his  aid  his  best  reason 
and  delibi>r^te  judgment.  But  it  seems  in  the 
great  concerns  iif  the-  motion,,  where  its  peaceis 
at  stake  and  its  fhture  destiny  faAzarded,- we  misut 
eloseour  eyes; set  all  priid^nce'at  defiance,  and 
move  boldly  04  to  our  object*  and  not  disgrace 
ourselves  by  consul tio|^  the  les^or^s  ot  wisdom' 
and  experience  which  lie  in  our  wavv  Sir,  tbis 
nation's  honor  Is  the  prosperiiy  and  nappiness  of 
the  people.  I  canuotrconsent  tb  purchase  national 
misery,  even  should  itrbe  accompanied  with  what 
.gentlemen  call  nationrfl  honor.  Th^  abstract 
notions  of  honor  which  regulate  the  conduct  of 
individuals,  abd, which  are  valuable  in.  private 
life,'  ought  not  to  be  a  rule  oT  action  for  wisft 
men  to  whoih  are  committed  the  affairs  of  na 
tions-*otherwise  we  might  wagi  perpetnar  war. 
In  the  whole  history  of  our  Government,"  pru- 
dence has  beidn  cdtosidered  as  essent^l'to  regula- 
ting our  measures^  particularly  those  which  affect 
foreign  nations.  We  have  not  suffered  ourselves 
to  be  led  away  by  our  feelings,  but  were  governed 
by  the  very  calculation^  which  gentlemeita  now 
affect  so  much  to  despise.  If  we  had  not,  we 
■hoald  have  waged  a  Quixotic  war  long  since 
against  France.  Her  decrees  were  executed  with 
the  utmost  severity  upon  our  eonimcroa  for  sev- 


eral years,  to  whith  has  beei^  superadded  every 
indignity  and  insult  to  which  a«  nation  can  be 
subjected;  yet  has  it  never  entered  into  the  im^" 
glnatidD  of  any  one  that  our  honor  required  we 
should  avenge  ourselyen  on  the  imperial  wrong- 
doer by  carrying  war  into  his  own  dominions. 
No'!  it  would  be  considered  as  a  n>ad  and  hope- 
less alten^pt.  You  have  be^o  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing tribute  (considered  as  a  badge  of  depend- 
ence) totheUeyof  Algiers  and  other  Barbary 
Powers,  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  the 
property  of;  your  merchants  fVom  capture,  and 
your  oitizecis  from  slavery,  when  engaged  in  a 
commerce  to  which  you  have  the  most  unques- 
tionable title.  Vbu  have  lately  entered  into  a 
compact  (for  so  you  will  call  it)  with  the  Em- 
perpr  of  France,  By  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that;  in  •  consideratichi  of  hts  perqiission  to  us  tu 
trade  to  Bnglaad;  (a  right  whieh  we  held  in- 
dependent of  his  control,)  we  'would  cause  our 
rights  to  be  respected  by  her.  Why  were  aH' 
thesp  thingasuffeited^nd  done  f  Where  wa^  this 
hon6r  that  is  now  iroading  us  on  tb  a  War  with 
Qreat  Britain  ?  Why  was^war,  the  only  bklsam 
xo  heal  our  injured  honor,  not  resorted  to  ?  There 
is  but  one  answer  i  cgn  give  consistent  with  th% 
respect  I  owe  tq  the  Govern  men  t.  Prudence  for- 
bade it.  War  was  iiot  calculated  to  cure  the 
evil  which  affected  us,  but  to  ma^e  ft  worse.  I 
think  so  now.  Can  the  waste  of  our  blood  and 
treMure  heal  .the< wounds  which  the  nation's  fian- 
oied  honor  may'have  received  ?  Are  we  to  draw 
upon  us  all  the  miseries  that  attend  war,  and  all 
the  dangers  with  wjiiich  it  is  sprroutided,  without 
acfy  prai^ical  good  in '.prospect,  when  jierhaps  at 
the  end  of  sev^p  years  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
sit  down  And  acqiiiesce  under  the 'system  against 
which  the  war  is  waged,  merely  tohave  it  to  say—- 
that  we  acted  like  men  of  spirit  ? 

Sir,  I  fear  we  have  not  been  sufficiently  atten- 
ti;r^.to  the  progress  of  even^  which  have  pissed 
before  Our  (syesf— events  which  have  afiected  a 
radical  change  in  the  aspect  of  the  cjvilixed 
world.  We  have  attributed  the  injuries'and  in- 
dighities  which  We  have  experienced  to  causes 
distinct  from  ihe  true  ones;  we  have  supposed 
that,  to  the  abstrkct  and  individual  injasiice  of 
the  men  whp  are  (he  rulers  of  Great  Britain  and 
Prante,  was  to  be  traced  all  our  evils}  when,  in 
fact,' that  injostice  was  tb^  inevitable  result  of 
existing  circumstances,  and  when  the/rue  soprces 
lay  much  deeper.  The  present  state  of  the  Bu- 
ropeaf\  world,- is  the  primary  Clause  from  which 
those  principles  that  have  so  seriously  affbc ted 
our  oommerce  have  "Tjeceived  their  origin^  And 
<o  mie  it  appears  vain  to  expect  that  our  neutral 
rights  will  be  respee ted,  until  the  causes  which 
have  subverted  every  venerable  principle,  once 
a  rule  of  cdnduct^beMreen  nations,  shall  no  long- 
er* exist.  We  nut y  make  arrangements  with 
Fr^noe  for  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  and 
with  England,  for  the  revocation  of  her  Orders 
in  Coiipcil.  But  there  will  be  no  permanent  se- 
curity ;  we  must  participate  in  the  evils  (in  some 
shape)  wkiiSh  hare  ^lenon  the  community  of 
civilized' man.    • 
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Before  the  great  changes  ia  the  aspect  of  Eu- 
rope whfich  have  grown  oyt  of  tiie,  Freoch  Rev- 
olatioD,  the  cheeks  afforded  hf'K  divisioo  of  the 
power' of  the  CoDtinent  ioto  manf  ^istioct  sov* 
ereigaries,  gave  security  even  to  the  weakest. 
There  was  a  natural  jealousy,  which  was  all  alive 
whenever 'any  attempt  wa^  roade  by  any  one  to 
infringe  the  principles  which  mutual  interest,  aod 
'mutual  security,  had  long  consecrated*  In  the 
wars  which  happened,  there  were  always  many 
interested  in  tlie  preservation 'of  those  rights 
which  the  common  consent  of  all'hafl  established 
for  the  safety  of  peotrals^  yvho  were  ready  to 
make  a  common  cause  against  those  who  should 
violate  them,  and  whom  belligerents  dare  not 
provoke  to  hostilities.  Rem;e  neutral  rights  wei:e 
secure,  because  there  were  amplfr  means  to  en- 
force respect.  But  the  cause  or  .this  security  no 
longer  exists — the  effect,  therefore,  will-  be  looked 
hx  ijtt  vain.  There  are  ndw  but  twa  great  Pow- 
ers in  Europe— sine  holding  the  domtnion  of  4he 
ocean,  and  the  other  of  the  iand.  They  are  mu- 
tually interested  in  the  prostration  of  neutral 
rights,  which  are  alwtfys  in. conflict  with  bellige- 
rent claims  and  pretensions.  Are  we  capabla 
(against  such  an  immense  host^  a  population  of 
perhaps  eighty  millions)  to  compel  them  to  yield 
obedience  to  our  dem^ands?  Or  who  can  we  call 
^pon  to  assist  us  in  giving  security  to  the  almost 
forgotten'  privileges  of  neutrals?  There  is  no 
hope  Tor  us  as  long  as  thepre^pt  war  coniinpes, 
and  continental  Europe  remains  Under  the  domin- 
ion of  1^  Imperial  dictator. 

There  is  another  deliisionr  with-which  we  seem 
|o  have  been  carried  iiway^and  which  fallows  us 
to  the  present  moment.  We  baVe  considered 
ourselves  of  ioo  much  importance  in  -the  scale  of 
natrons.  It  has  led  us  inio  great  errors.  Instead 
of  yielding  to  circumstances,  which  human  power 
cannot  coairol,  we  have  imagined  that  our  owa 
idestiny,  and  that  of  other  uations,  was  in  ^or 
hands,  to  be  regulated  as  we  thought  proper.  If 
experience  is  to  have  any  influence  over  us,  wie 
may  see  how  grosUy  we  were  mistakeq.  hefet«- 
fore.  The  embargo*  and  alf  its  kindred  meas- 
ures, which  were  to  bring  the  unjust  belligerents 
'  to  our  ieet,  have  recoiled  on  ourselves.  The 
.  next  thing  is  war,  %nd  this  is  recommended  as  a 
pertain  cure.  liear  by  the  time  it  is  over,  we 
ahaU  learn. plractically^t^i^  ^^  ^'1^  ^^^  letiux  soon- 
er,) that  there  areperiodd  in  the  history  of  nations 
when  not  to  act  is  a  virtue;  when  those  who* 
mahage  4heir  affahrs  must  accommodate  them* 
selves  to  circumstances,  make  a  choice  of  evils, 
and  forego  a  favorite  object,  because  its  attain- 
ment is  impracticable,  ox  there  is  too  much  hazr 
arded  in  the  attempt.       '        t      • 

In  the  present  state  of  the  European  world,  if 
we  iotebd  to  have  any  intercoujse  With  it,  there 
is  one  of  two  things  we  must  sooner  or  later  do. 
We  must  either  permit  pur  mer6hanrs  to  carry 
their  enterprise  to  whatever  quarter  their  interest. 
of  inclination  mavlead  them,  without  being^  con- 
sidered as  pledgecf  to  protect  their  rights,  or  re- 
dress their  wrongs,  when  out  of  our  limits,  so 
that  the  hazard,  whatever  it  shall  6e;  will  be^ 


their^:  or  we  niust  determine  with  whom  we 
will  be  on  amicable  t^rms  dprinsr  the  present 
eonflijct  in  Europe*^Eng4and  or  France.  This 
is  a  question  of  prudence,  and  could  have  beea 
lo6g  since  easily  sohred.  The  oomoieree  of  Bog- 
land,  antl  her  poasessidns  in  .every,  quarter  of  l£e 
globe  (and  it  ought  .to  be  i^ecollected  tliat  we  are 
going  to  war  for  commerce)  in  a  sca^  of  amity, 
is  open  to  u«,  and  is  of  vast  importance;  the 
commerce  of  France  is  very  much  restrteted,  and 
com^iarativelt  of  aia  value.  Eogiacd  can  destroy 
our  commerce  to  FraUce — France  cannot  affect 
ours  to  England.  We  are  secure  from  the  hos* 
tiiity  of  France  at  home  and  on  the  ocean,  and  - 
exposed,  to  bojth  from  EnglatKl.  But  *we  have 
made  the  selection.,  of  our  enemy,  and  a  strange 
selection  il  is.  I  should  say<bo thing  respeettnff 
it,  w^e  the.cauaes  of  offence  on  the  fiart  (m 
.France  less  than  tho^e  on*  the  part  of  CSrou  Brit* 
ain  ;  but  however  tralust  the  conduct  of  the  lat- 
ter may  hfive  been,  find  certainly  has  been,  there 
is  no  parallel  in  the  perfidy^  ^nd  indignity  which 
we  haveexperienj6ed. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  «ome  that  ic*ia  oeees- 
lary  to. go  to  war  to  revive  and  preserve  oar  mar- 
tial spiriL  |t  iws'been  said  that  nations  long  en- 
joying .the  blessings  of  peace  become*  enfeebled 
and  corrt^^/and  Qltimttely  fkil  victims  to  foreign 
dominion  or  domestic  ambition.  Holland  has 
beeji  mentioned  as  an  example*  In-  point  tpf  &ct 
the  example  is  not  appropriate.'  She  n^as  en* 
gaged'in  almost  all  the  great  wars  of  the  Conti- 
.nent  during -the  last -century,- and  ^me  fraiitime 
wars  in  which  sb^  was  principsL  There  is  a 
strong  ipstanoe  of  an  opposite  character  in  the 
history  of  SwhZerlqjkd.  3he  maintained  her 
warlike  .character, 'her  independence,  her*  liberty 
and  simplicity,  fof.  centuHes,  though  seldom  en- 
gaged tp  i^ar,  pjstil  thji  found  her  grave  in  the 
common 'tomb  ol  European  nations — the  French 
Revolution,  The  oauses  of  the.  degenency  of 
qaiions  is  to  be  ^und  ehMewhere^^inxury^,  in  the 
higher  olasses,  ooaseqii^ent  misecy  in  the  lower— 
wtth  the  corruptioi^ '  of  morals  that  follows,  are 
among  thifr  forerunners  (if  not  (he  cliuses)  of  the 
fail  of  Empires.  .  But  let  it  b^  a»  it  pi^y,  iem 
nqt  prepared  |o  draw  upon  the  country  eennin 
evils  now,  to  avoid  possible. evils  heveflfier.  , 
,  The  substantial  and  leading  object  of  the  war 
in  whicli  we  are  about  to  embark,  is  the  nban- 
donment  of  the  British.  Orders  in  Council.  It  is 
not  proposed  to  effect  our  purpose  by  engaging^  in 
a  maritime  w;arfare  with  Great  Britain ;  thac  onr 
most .  sanguine  politicjans  seem  to  have  relin- 
quished. Bat  it  is  supposed  that  we.  can  either 
compel- her.  to  'do  us  justice,  or  indemnify  oar- 
se  Lv.es  for  her  injuries 'by  taking  possession  of  her 
proyinces^qn  otk  Northern  irootier.  Without 
entering  into  the  question  whether  a  conquest  of 
Canada  and  the  provinces  to  the  north  and  east 
would  have  either  effect,  I  do  liot  believe  that 
^ch  Conquest  can  be  effected-  The  men  re- 
quired (the  first  gr^^t  war  material)  cannot  be 
obtained.  There  Are  great  calculations  made  on 
the  spirit  of  the  country ^  and  we  ace  told  that 
there  is  n^ething  in  the  atmosphere  of  Wash* 
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ingtbn  and  of  this  Hoose,  n^hich  freezes' tbe  pat- 
riotic "arilor  which  we  briae  wiih  i»  from  the 
people.  That  there  is  a  spirit  in  th^e  eoantry 
capable  to  resist  er^ry  attempt  on  oaf'  native  soil, 
defend  our  libertieai  and  independence  at  eVerj 
hazard,  is  trne ;  and  if  the  time  shall  arrive  when 
it  is  necessary' t9> call  it  forth^  it  will  be  found  in. 
evcfry  cottage  in  the  country.  But  I  do  deny  that, 
the  people  have  become  lafeoted  with  the  spirit 
of  foreign  conquest  and  forei^of  war.  It  is  a 
phantom  of  otir  own  creation.  On  this  siybject 
we  ought  not  to  be  fO  eiisily  deluded,  like  credn*' 
lous  children,  particularly  after  the  instructive 
lesson  which  is  oefore  us  in  the^  history  of  this 
qountry  duritig  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 
In  1796  and  1799,  suck  was  ihe  profusion  of  ad» 
dresses  from  legislative  bodies,  county  n^eetiogs,' 
military  associations,  d^,,  breathing  nothing  but 
"pledges  of  fortunes,  lites,  ^^d  sacred- honor,"  in 
the  prosecution  of  hostilities  against  France,  that 
that  deluded  man  really  supposed  '*  the  finger  of 
Heaven  pointed  to  war."  But  howisoon 'was  it 
discovered  by  those  who  acted  t)n  tl\e  ^ith  of 
such  professions,  that 'they  bad  ihislaken  the  buz- 
zing af  insects .  (sOch  as  infbst  large  cities  and 
popular  assemblies)  for  the  public  voice;  or  that 
those  who  gave  the  papei"  i)ledges considered  it  a 
mere  cpatter  of  form,  and  were  offended  that  tiiey 
shbuld'  have  been  understood  as  if  they ^ acted 
with  sincerity  ;'and  yet,  after  what  has  been  said 
by  ii  honorable  member-  frotn  INfotrth  Carolina, 
(Mr:  STANroRoJ  rt'catinot  be  denied  th«t  we 
had  not  then  just- claim  of  war  against  France. 
Did  pot  her. decrees  subject,  to  capture  and  con*, 
demnation  every  vessd  and  cargo  belonging  lo 
eitizeos  of  the  Upited  States,. if  a  single  article 
was  found  on  board;  th^  product  of  the  Britis'h 
soil,  or  of  British  industry  ?  Had  the  nation  not 
.been 'humbled  to  the  lowest  .dc>gr^^  by  the  unpre- 
cedented indignity,  bdered  to  our  Ministera  7  Jio 
man  c^n  d^ny  it.  And'  yet  the  publfc  voice  coa« 
siffnea  to  oblivion  those  who  promoted  thtd  ''war 
or4)rijaciple.*' 

I  have  said  that  I  did  not  believe  that  the  num^ 
.  ber  of  men  requisite  for  the  conquest^  of  the 
.Britis'h  pi'ovinces  can  be  ..raised.  Much  seliance 
has  bee9  placed  on  volunteers^  and  I  have  heard 
of  many  myself  who  are  ready  to  march  to  Can- 
ada,1>ut  it.happens  they  ar«  a|l  volunteer  qffieers^ 
men  who  wish  to  aggrandize  themselves  by  the 
enterprise. .  There  are  nO  volurUeer  privates.  It 
cannot  be  seriousljr  i^upposetl  that  our  farnMr^? 
600S  wilUeave  th^ir  own  homes,  where  coi^pe- 
teney  and  ease  rewacds  their  industry,  to  march 
to  Canada  ^o  inake  congest  of  those  frozen  re- 
gion^. The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  the 
army  of  regulars  proposed  to  be  raised.  You 
will  have  dmcers  enough ;  but  where  are  the  pri- 
vates to  be^got?  The  hdnorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Findley)  pive  us  yesterday 
a  clear  and  practical  demonstration  that  our  conn-, 
try  did^  not  furnish  the  material?  for  aa  army. 
We  have  a  surplus  of  land  and  a  deficiency  of 
labor. '  Every  person  who  will  labor  can  obtain 
a  competency,  i^  the  enjoyitient  of  which  be  is 
a  free  man,  subjeet  to  the  control  and  under  the 


dominion  ^of  no*  mortal  being.  Will  any  but 
the  most  co^pt,  profligate,  idle,  or  iotsonsider- 
ate,  exchange  this  state  oP  independence  for  the 
ranics  of  ab  army;  where- he  loses  everything 
valuable  to  man ;  where  he  becomes  a  part  of  a 
great  machine,  «nd  must  move  and  act  as  others 
please ;  where  he  exposes  his  back,  to  the  lash  for 
acts  which  in  any  ot Iter  state  would  be  perfectly 
innoc^nt-7'  I  answer,  noi  "Our  country  is  not 
the  placei  w4ier^  the  materials  for  an  army  in- 
tended for  such  purposes  -abound  ;  and  I  thank 
.GK>d  it  is  00.  It  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  happy  state  of  society,  and  thte^  prosperitv 
of  our  people,  ( which -i  hope  may  long  coatmine.) 
Was  there  anything  wanting  to  prove  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  men  for  ^uch  an  army,  that 
pOrliOQ  of  our  history  to  wfiicb  I  before  bad  ref- 
erence would  clearly  establish  the  fket.  The 
twelve  additional  resimeiit^  which  wtre  directed 
to  be  raifMd  iix  1798,  Vere  not  h«lf  filled'  up  when 
the  army  was  disbanded,  though  eighteen  months 
had  elapsed  from  the  passing  of  t|ie  law.  i  hes- 
itate not  to  predict  that,  the  -25,000  men  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  ibis  bill  wtU  not  be  raised  in  three 
years. 

1  think  it  may  be  assumed  as  a  posiiion,  gener- 
ally,  if  not  ihiiversally  true,  that  no  nation  oan 
besuecessful  iii  a  /oreign  wa)r  of  conquest, that 
is  Dqt  perfectly  prepared,  when  war  is  eoneeived 
oeeessary^  to  act  jmmediately  with  effect.  We 
ere  not  only  destitute  of  the  force  neceaamry  fcft 
which  «ro  must  wait  the  slow  process  of  enlist- 
ments, but  many  oth%r  necessaries  are  nl^t  to  be 
had,  wittioot  Which  we  eanaot  pretend  to  carry 
the  war  into  Canada.  A'commeotary,  humilia* 
ting  to  the  patrons  of  this  bill,  on  our  readiness 
to  prosecute  such  a  war,' is  to  be  seen  in  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  rfcommenditig  the  pas- 
sage of  a' law  perdiittiog  the  importation  of  sncii 
Bvixish  goods  ^u  would  epable^  the  Gbvernmenc 
to  comply  with  our'Indian  treaties,  and  the, state- 
ment  made  hf  an  b^norable  member  (Mr.  IIar* 
j»Es}onahis  Aoor,  that  there  were.no  blankets, 
•  nor  any  to  be  had,  an  article  «o  necessary  to  ena- 
ble the  soldier'  to  encounter  the  ihclemency  of 
winter  in  the  high  .*b  or  them  latitudes;  unless,  in^ 
deed,  it  ks  contemplated  to  fnake  the  conquest 
during '  the  />0f  eMj^«,  to  enable  the 'troop  to  re- 
turn to  k  more  genial.climate  before  the  approach 
of  cold'  weather-r-a  circtfmsutice,  I  ponfess,  not 
very  probable.  •      ' 

It  has  beep  supf^osod  by  some  that  tb^  conquest 
of  the  British  provintses  is  easily  accomplished. 
That  it  is  ouly  necessary  to  erect'our  standard  in 
Upper. Canada,  and  promi^  the  inhabitants  lib- 
erty and  independence,  (according  to  the  late 
French  mode,)  add  that  tbey  will  fio6k  around  it, 
%fad  assist  in  humbling  th^  opi^eesors.  Nothing 
caff  be  more  vain  and  visionary.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Upper  Canlula  are  natives  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  been  attracted  to  that 
country  either  by  the  nature  of  iu  Government, 
or  by  the  advantages  which  it  holds  out  to  emi- 
grants. .  If  these  p^ple  love  your  liberty  so  en<* 
tbusiasttcally  as  to  engage  in  treasop  to  establish 
it,  why  have,  they  exchanged  it  for  the  colonial 
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(Upendence'  into  wiiiab  th«y  have  voluotarrly 
placed  themselves.  It  is  jiat  ratieoai  to  expect 
that  those  whoare  bound  by  their  attachments  to 
the  British  GavernmeiU,  or  by  gratitude  for  its 
benefits,  would  act  io  ai^y  other  way  than  we 
ourselves  would  .act  in  similar  circumstances. 
They  will  meet  the  invadery  whoever  he  may  be, 
with  a  bold  and.  man  If  reslstacce.  ' 

Sir,  I  presume  it  is  admitted  by  all  who  treat 
thje  subject  seriousiy,  that  the, British  protiiices 
can  be  subdued  only  by  a,  considerable  miUtary 
forpe,  which  It  requires  time  to  prepare,  and 
which,  when  raised  and  ready  for  Sjervice^- will' 
require  time  to  perfoxm  the.  serious  task  assigned 
them,  'is  it  probable,  thi^t  while  these  prepara- 
iions  are  m^King  on  our  part,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  making  y  descent  on  her  provinces, 
that  Great  Britain  will  be  patiently  looking  on  } 
Will  shenOt,  (having  the  dominion  of  the  ocean,) 
give  employment  to  your  force,  in  def^t^ding  your 
cities  «nd  coast,  which  she  will  keep  in  incon- 
stant state  of  alarm  by  her  ships  of  war  ?  *  Qr| 
should,  she  even  permit  yqu  to  strike  the.  first 
blow,  an4  should  your  troops  get  rn to  Canada, 
and  actually  obtain  possession  of  the  country, 
js  il  to  be  expected  that  no  diversi,oi^  would  be 
attempted  by  her  oa  our  own  shores^  to  bring 
back  your  forces  to  protect  your  sacked  cities  and 
unprotected  coast  of  ^eighteen  hundred  mites  in 
extent  t  You  would  have  the  credit  (if  any 
^ere  could  be-in  it)  of  wasing  odensive  war,  for 
AO  other  object  but  to  be  rfiduced  to  t4ie  necessili^ 
of  defAding  the  next  moment  youx  own  shores 
from  the  predatory  invasions  of  your  enemy-^ 
invasions^  not  for  conquest^  but  for  rapine  and 
destruction « in  which  our  ditie^maV  be  reduced 
to  aslies,  as  jDopeoha^ea  has  been  ^  before  them. 
Should  you,  however,  under  t^ese  circumstances, 
be  able  to  retain  possession  of  the  conquered  ter- 
ritory, (contrary  to  my  expectations,. I  confes^s,) 
will  it  not  be.  a  galling  reflection  that  we  have 
acquired  the  frozen  wilds  of  Canadi  to  oojnpen- 
sate  us  for  the  irreparable '  injuries  a^d  losses 
which  we. have  suffered  at  home  ?  For  my  own 
part,  thougii  I  might  be  sdfe  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  where  it  Issaid  (by  Mn  Spbak* 
ER^  liberty  wouid.d  well  were  the  wliole  Atla^tip 
country  destroyed,!  cannot consepC to  toake  such 
an  unprofitable  exchange. 

Before  we  enter  headlong  into  this  war,  I 
should  think  it  necessary  (whatever  others  may 
do)  to  make  some  estimate  of  the  expenditures 
which'  will  hecome  necessary,  and  of  our  pecu- 
piary-  resources,  t  la  1809  we  had  iu  serVice^  ex- 
clusive oi  the. corps  of  engineers,  about,  sixty-, 
eight'  thousand  troops;  which,  according '  to  a 
statemeat  laid  before  ijis  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, cost  the  country,  includiog^  all  incidental 
charges,  three  millions  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  which  is  about  §'492  per 
man  on  an  average*  We  have  indeed  an  esti- 
mate on  our  tables,  in  which  it  is  supposed  that 
a  regiment  of  infantry,  under  the  existing  estab- 
lishmeot,  caD  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
abouif  $167,000  per  annti^}  but  every  persoit 
who  has  |>aid  any  atteation  to  this  subject  know^ 


the  difieren]ee  between  estimates  and  expendi- 
tures. By.  some  means  or  other,  our  Military 
and  Naval  Establishments  cost  us  double  as 
much  as  they  do  any  other  natmn.  proportioned 
to  The  forc^  we  employ;  and  indeed  such  has 
been  the  management,  (how.it  has  happeiied  I 
do  not  know,)  that  under  the  profuse'and  profli- 
gate Administr^M<)u  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  Army 
and  Navy  cost  u$  les^  by  one-third  than  it  has 
done  durihi^  the  economical  Administration  of 
one  of  the  latter  yef  rs,  making  the  proper  ailow- 
'ance  for  the  difference  of  the  number  of  men  and 
sbips.  employed*  'I'think,  therefore,  when  it  is 
recollected  that  these  troops  are  tq  be  enlisted — 
collected  from  distant  siiturtions  to  proper  ren- 
dezvous— marched  to  very  remote  regions,  at- 
tended with  iheir  bdggage,  artillery,  ammunition, 
dec,  the. annual  additionstl  expense  of  the  troops 
:proposed  to  be  raised  Jby  this  bill,  and  the  bill  al- 
ready passed,  may  b6  estimated  at  little  less  than 
fifteen  ^millions  of  dollars.  6Cir  ordinary,  peace 
expenses,  including  the  civil  list,  the  Army  aod 
I^avy  now  in  being — ^interest.and.princrpaluf  the 
publip  debt|  and  other  miscellaneous  expeodi- 
tures—^fall  little  short  of  fifteen  millions.  If  au 
additional  naval  force  should  be  equipped,  whicb 
will  be  necessary  to  pu*op^fa;e  wi»h  Che  Army, 
and  the  volunteers  put  in  motion  as  proposed, 
With  the  defensivQ'  metisjures  which  will  be  iadis- 
pens^bl6,  we  may  estimate  our  whole /Expenses  da- 
ring the  war  at  f6ft/-fiye  millions  of  dollars  per 
aanum.  Where  are  the  means  to  defray  saeh 
an  enormous  expenditure?  The  duties  on  im- 
post and  tondage,  if-  not  entirely  annihilated, 
n^ust  be  tgreatly  lessened.'  We  shall  have  no 
commerce  to  England,  mpr  to  the  West  Indies, 
which  belong  to  her  almost  exclusively.  We 
shall  notJbe  able  to  pass  the  iron-bound  coast  of 
Britain  to  cany  our  commerce,  to  the  coast  of  the 
German  oce^n,  and  to  the  Bal'tic.  The  Medi- 
terrailean  is  commanded  by  the  British  naral 
Torce.  The  East  India  factories  on  the  coast  of 
Malabar  and  Cbraibandel,  and  the  islands  io^  the 
Indian  ocean, -are  entirely  in  the  possession'  of 
Great  Britain.  And  your  trfide  to  China. ofUst 
pass  by*  the.  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  is  occo- 
pied  by  your  enemy.  Under  such  circumstances 
It  cannot  be  expected  \hi^t  any  considerable  part 
of  the  war  expenses  can  be  defrayed  by  any  re- 
sources from  which'  we  now  draw  our  reveau^; 
the  greatest  estimate  that  can  be  made  is  two 
jnillions  per  annum.  We. must  therefore  look  to 
something  else..  Internal  taxation  will  not^an- 
swer  the  purpose,  because  there  are  but  few^'ob- 
Jects  which  can  be  taxed  to  any  considerable 
apaount  in  a  country,  like  ours  without  being  se- 
verely felt.  Every  person  must  recollect  Hhe 
direct  tax  of  two.  millions  levied  during  Mr. 
Adams's,  Administration)  though  the  sum  wa» 
comparatively  small,  yet  it  pressed  hard  on' the 
people.  It  was  a  heavier  tax  than  they  had  been 
accustoised  to  pay  to  support  their  State  gorera- 
a>ents.  Forty^five  millions,  which  is  about  one* 
fifpb  .of  the  whole  proceeds  of  our  natiooal  id- 
dustry,  certainly  cannot  be  raised  in  this  coootry 
by  any  mqde  of  taxation  that  can  be  deviaed 
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supposing  the.  people  as  willing  as  you  cottk)  wish 
'  tbem.  lo  EogUiDd,  where,  the  people  have  beeq 
accQstoAied  to  taxes  in  every  sliiipe,  and  on  every 
necessary  and  saperfluity  of  life,  and  where  ihej 
can  bear  niiore  thaii  io'  any  other  coiinti^y^  owing 
to  the  immense  eapitaJ  .continually  in  aetien,  the 
income  tax,  graduatied  accf^rdiog  to  ibe  amojont 
of  the  income,  was  originally  not  m6r^  than  ten 
per  cenium  on  th^  highest  grade.<(ontH  h  was- 
doubled  by  the  Ministry  th^^came  in  with  Nfr. 
Foz,}'f°^  y*^  every  person  niust  know  the  con* 
Tulsed  stftte  of  public  opin>ion  when  it  #as  im- 
posed, and  the  distresses  which  k  produced  in 
that  country.   .  *      •  ,   • 

Bur  it  is-stat^  that  we  ifiay  borrow.'  /Stippose 
there  4s- capital  enough  in.  (he  country  to  justify 
Our  expectations.  It  wiU  be  necessary  to  create 
a  reyenue  competent  to.  meet  the  ordinary  peace' 
expenses  of  the  Qor^rnnueiit,  and  to  secure  the 
payment  of  interest. and  'annuitiee,  and  the.cilti- 
mate  redemption  of  |he  principal,  Tbis  will^e- 
''quire  taxa|ien*— not  much  relishj^d.^t^nny  time-r^ 
and  which  mu«t  be  oppressive  at  a' time  when 
thepeofileare  uecessarily  subjected  to  many  pri- 
Tations/ and  deprived  (/or  wa^t  of  eommerce)'of 
the  ordifMiVy  means  to  pay..  Should  it,  however; 
be  practicable  for  the  Ooveir^ment  to.  borrolir 
evea  to  the  <^tent  tif  ihe  whole  aenniial  expendi- 
ture, including^he  peace  expenses,  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  (the  shortest  period  we  can' possiblv 
suppose,  the  war  to  last,)  we  shaH  bo'saddfed  witn 
a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  niijUioos,  a  much 
larger  debt  than  that.incurfed  as  the  priee  of  our 
in^pendenee.  Aid  if  1  am  not  much  mistaken 
as  to  every  othec  object,  if  we  eud  where  we  be- 

^    gan,  jhe  friends  of  the  country  will  have  great 
cause  to  rejoice.  «.:... 

8rr,'  I  see ^ many  dangers  which  ma^.  follow- 
even  a  sjaccessful  War,  We  h^ ve  been  (aught 
ever  aitkce  th6  dawn  -of  freedom,  that  standing 
armies  were  danf irons'  to  liberty.  The  sag^' 
and  heroes- who  laid  the  ftmndilion  of  our  inde- 
pendence, aqd  who  greeted  and .  sapport^d  the 
fair  edifice,,  not  only  cherished  tms.  jealousy 
(handed  down*  to  them  from  their  fbrefathers) 
during  their  owt  times,  but  in  th^ir  publi<^  aet^, 

^  d9Higne!!d  for  posterity,  they  endeavdred  to  incul- 
cate it  into  the  minds,  of  these  who  should  live 
after  them.  But  there  has  been  of  late  a  strange 
revolutjod  of '  sentiment.  « Standing  arniies  ar« 
now  supposed  to  be  ednstrueted  of  different  ma- 
terials, nreatbing  nothing  but  the  purest  patriot- 
ism;' an(j  acting  only  for  their  pountry's  good^ 
Sjr,  sundinff  artnies  are  always  the  same;  the 
materials  which  compose  thc^,  and  the  subordi- 
nation  to  which  thev  are  subjifect,  ^^  them  to  be- 
come part  of  a  machine  regiuated  and  oioved  by 
f  those  who  eommaod  thenii.'  Aud  tbeir  interest 
generalljr  happlsns  to  conflict  With  the  rest  of  the 
cbmmunity.  If  ever  there  was  an -army  that 
IK>s8eteed  patriotism  beyond  dtherls  in  their  situa- 
tion, it/w^is'  the  army  of  our.  Revplution.  And 
yet  I  bc^eve,  had  it  not  been  for  the  virtues  of 
that  maq  to  whom,  nnder  Divine- Prpvidence.  we 
are  indebted  for  our  liberties— whose  lik^I  rear, « 
we  ahaii  nei^er  again  see— ttre  army  who  fought  I 


the  battles  of  oxir  independence  would  have  been 
made  the  instrumfont  io  consigning  us  to  a' mili- 
tary despotism.,    '*  But  the  dark  cloud  which 
threatened'  to  extinguish  'the  beams  of  liberty, 
which  just  began  to  cheer  and  warm  our  hoti- 
.zbn,.  was  dissipated  by  th^  guardian-  genius  of  our 
Revolution.'*    There   are,   Indeed,  xinses  when 
the  spirit  of  lib^rt]^  is  wide  awake*;  then:  there  is 
not  so  much  danger.    But  .^circumstances. have 
such' influence  over  us,  that  a  total  apathy  often 
euoc'eeds  the  nhost.  tempestuous  contention,  and  a 
sense. of  foreign  .danger  is  favorable  to. the  cause 
of  mnbition.    Il  is  then  that  those  Who  have 
arn^ies  at  their  comiHiand,  biod  the  people  hand 
and  foot,  who  awaken  from  iheir  .slumbers  only 
to  see.tjiat'the^  are  no  longer  free^    Such  were 
our  opinions  in  1798  ;<  what  has  produced  the 
change  I  do  not  know,  unless  we  were  then  outj 
and  now  we  are  in;»i[nd{.<jtideed,  I  hav^seen 
enouffh  of  public  men  to  lead  me  at  feast  to  fefi^r 
that  tnere  is  no  other  snbstan tial.disti  action  be^ 
tween  Apolitical  parlies'    The  Wal poles  and  the 
Polterfeys, the  Fo^es,., the. Pitts,  and  tbe  Gcenr 
vlUes  of  England,'aU  acted  on  the  same  princi- 
ple^ they  did  the  vet^y  ftcts,  when  in,  wbich  they 
.  reprobated  as  preglwnt  «*ith  every  evii,  when  out. 
tsleavjp  to  others  to  say  wl^ther  our  AmerieaA 
parties  act  more  consistently.  '    .    .     . 

There  is  one  cooslc^eration  flistinct  froiQ  all 
others,  which  oughpp  inspire  us  with  caution  in 
entering  into  i\ie\  contest  between  the  two  great 
belligerents:  Eng'taod  is  contending  npt  only  for 
her  own  exigence,  but  jn'domg  so^  she  secures  us 
from,  the  attempt  to  subjugate  us  to  the  power  of 
France,  to.  which  we  should  be  otherwise  ex- 
posed. I  feel  myself  under  no^obiigation  for  any 
good  intfution.  towards  ua  on  her  part;  it  is  a 
sense  of.bejr  oWn  danger,  and  her  At.ruggle  for 
security,  that  produces  the  effect;  but  the  fact 
is  unquestionably  so.  Viewing  the  character  of 
lYimwho  has  .enslaved,  Europe,  I  cannot  believe 
otherwise  than  that  if  fiifglki^d  shall  fall,  we. 
shall  not  remain  ttnassailed.  li  is  .said  other  ob-« 
jects  more  importabt  will  occupy  his  ambition. 
The  piser  may  prefer  an  English  to  a  French 
guinea,  but:  that  does  not  convince  me^  that  he 
woiyid  not  take  bot^,  coujd  he  get  them/  Those 
who  have  paid  aiiy  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 
human  heart,  find  to  the  hist^y  of  man,  niust 
know  that  ambition,,  like  avajrice,  is  leaver  satis- 
fieii.  Those  with  whom  it  is  the  ruling  pas&iic|o, 
proceed  Cirom  conquest  to  conquest^  and  after. havr 
ing  subjugated  the  whole  world,  dissolve  in  tears, 
becagse  there  is  not  another  world -to  conquer. 
What  encouragement  is  there  then  left  (or  us  in 
a  war  where  victoryr  is  def^t,  and  successi  ruin ! 
We.  bav  'been  emphatically  asked,  (by  Mrl 
Sl>£AiCEit,) ,"  what  arc  we  to  gain  by  peace  1"  I 
was^astonished  at  the  question.  Whatare  we  to 
gain  by" peace?  What  are  we.  not  to  lose  by 
war?  Liberty!  security  I  and  happiness!  nre 
the  great  blessings  which  we  .hazard!  LjCave  ma 
these,  and  take  your  trade  to  the  Ct>ntinent,  or 
your  Orders  in  Council,  •  With  all  th6  difficultiqs 
whiish  we  eaeonnter,and  the  ills  which  hefallus, 
We  are  stilt  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  on  whicn 
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the  san  shitfes.  I  fear;  sir,  we  sh^ll  draw'upoa  u^ 
the  just  displeasure  of  Heav^Q}  if  we  estimate 
her  'bountiea,  lavished  upon  us  with  such  a  pro- 
fuse baud,  so  lighjtfy.  .     '  . 

Some  ^Dtlemen  who  are  adrocates  of  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relation^  but  who  are  enemies  of  waE, 
suppose  that  it  will  not  be  neceasary  to  employ, 
or  even  raise  the  force  contemplated ;  they  be* 
liere  that  whenerer  Great  Britain  iTiscofers  that 
wcTare  determined  to  maintain  otir  n^bl3  by  force, ^ 
ahe  will  abandon  her  unjust  pretensions,  and  ren- 
der us  ample  jusijiice.  Could  I  seriously  suppo?^ 
such  an  effect  to  follow  these  preparations,  A 
would  (much,  as  I  depfeoatlei  the  expense  ami  the 
other  cTik  which  attend  them)  unke  with  them 
most  cordially  in  their  purpose. ,  But  gentlemen 
ought  to  (>e  Cautious  howthey  calculate  upon  t^e 
feara  of  Great- Britain.  We  liave  made'  experi- 
ments of  the  embaijgo,  non-intereourse,  and  non- 
importation,-all  addressed  to,  apd  intetided  tip  oper- 
ate upon,  her  through  the  mediuin  of  thB  same 
passion,  but  we  found  Ourselves,  mistaken,  tf 
ott'consult  her  history,  y&u  will  find, that  she 
as  never  been  drjveii  from -her  purpose  by  ijie 
threatening  attitude  of  her  enemy,  aod  I  assure 
you  this  is  not  the  time  foir  her  to  begin.  Should' 
she  continue  in  her. course,  your  prepuratioos  not- 
wfthstanding.  What  will  those  gentlemen  do,  who 
are  for  showing  a  bold  front,  but  are  against  War? 
Will  they  then  disband  the  A^my,  or  will  they 
not  be  compelled  to  go  on,  let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  may.    ■  •^.       .       . 

Sir,  I  have  detained  you  and  the  Hou^e  longer 
than  I  expected.  I  feel  grateful  for  the  attention 
Which  has  been  bestowed,  and  the  indulgence 
which  has  been  extended  to  me.  Permit  me,  be? 
fore  i  sit  down,  to  appeal  to  your  judgment,  aqd 
pray  you  not  to  engage  in  the  great. European 
contest,  from  which,  when  once  emharked,  there 
is  no  receding,  and  th^  consequences  of  which 
cannot  be  foreseen.  Until  the*  waters  subside, 
and  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  world  reappear 
above  the  flood,  abandon  not. yobr.  ark  of  safety. 
Ventuit  not  on  the  boisterous  oeean,  whil^  the 
hiHowsare  running  mocmtatn  high,  abd  the  tem^ 
pest  is  raging.  If  you  do,  I  fear  yoti  will-  go  to 
the  bottom.  -.       .      . 

AAerMr,  Sbbffbt  had  concluded,  Mr.  Rbsa- 
said  he  Wrsh^  to  deliver  his  seotiments  on  the 
passa^e'of  the  biU,>  but,  as  ii  was  lale,  he  moved 
an  adjournmei^t,  which  was  carried. 


Saturdat,  JaiHiary  i. 

Mr.  Mo9R^w,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub-, 
lie  Lands,  presented  a  hill  to  ei^tsblish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Tecritory,  east  of  th«  Dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  certain  public 
lands  to  the  District  of  Jeffersofiville;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next.*.. .       ■ 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  t(ie  establish* 
meht  of  a  quartern) a^er's  department,",  itas  read 
t^ice,'  and  referred  to  tHe  Comtnittee  on  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow^  a  committee  < 
appointed  to  inquire,  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming the  northern  boundiiry  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  as  designated, ;by  the  Constitution  of  that 
State ;  and  of  providing'  bv  law  for  the  actual 
surveying  of  the  Western  boupdafy  lines  of  the 
said  State;  to* report 'hy  bill,  or  othe'rwise.  Mr« 
,  Morrow,  Mr.  Lacock,  Mr.'  DeshA)  Mr.  Wilsob, 
and  Mr.*PonB,  were  appointed  the  commiliee. 

ADDntONAli  MILITAKY  FORCE: 

The  bHl  for  raising  an  additional  military  farce. 
Was  then  taken  up.   . 

.  Mr.  Rhea  said;  that  when  he  contemplated  the 
Messa|[e  'of  the  President,  communicated  at  die 
beginning  of  this  session  of  Congress,  and  tha 
clear,  (distinct,  ai|d  comprehensive  view  of  the  re- 
tatioBs  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  Powers 
therein' presented^  very  little,  indeed)  appeared  to 
remain^ to'be  said  on  the  subject  embraced  by  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  CommittlBe  of  Foreign 
Relations,  or  pn  the -subject  more  particuiarljr 
vunder  consideration*  /  . 

.  Mr.  R.  Dhserv^fthat  be  did  not  altogether  ap- 
prove of  the  bill  in  its- present  form,  but  he  woa&d 
votO'for  it,  belileving  it  w^s  the.  Best,  at  this  time, 
*th^t  could  be  obtained. 

<  The  President  of  the  United  States  is  the  Con- 
stitutional organ  .of  information  to  this  nation — 
•  what  he  proclaims  to:be  a  fact,  is  entitled  to  the 
-highest  credit)  and  is  to  be  beli^ved.  More  than 
ond  year  has  elapsed  sincje  he  proelaimed  to  the 
people  that  -the  decrees  of  France  were  retaked, 
so  far  as  related  tothe*  n^tral  commerce  of  tke 
Ui^ited  States;  ttnd  at  the  commeneement  of  this 
se^ion  of  Congress,  he  intimates,  in  his  Message, 
successive  contiLmatioQs  of  ^he  extinction  of  those 
decrees,  so  fet  &<  they  violated  our  .neutral  com- 
merce.' These  obnoxious  decrees^  tlien^  certainly, 
ate  so  far  revoked.  In  his  said  Message,  tha 
Pcesidei^t  informs  that  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  Uait^  States  to  France,  has  carried 
out  with  him  the  necessary  instructions  relative 
to  wrongs  done  to  the  pommer'ce  of.  the  United 
States  by  France;,  and  to  the  restoration  of  the 
American  property  seized  and  ^Sondenmed;  th* 
result  of  which  v^ill  be  communicated  to  Con* 
^ress.  For  these  reasons,  he  would  not  at  preaeai 
investigate  the*  rektions  of  .the  United  States 
with  France,  or  with  Denmark,  or  Russia,  or 
>with  any  other  Power « oh  the  Continent  qf 
Europe.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  and  all  the  measures  of  a  war/ike 
nature-growing  om  of  (hat  report,  are  aroitedly 
pointed  at  Enffland^  When  it  becomes  expedi- 
ent and  right  for  m.e,t  said  Mr.  R^.to  take  into 
consideration  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  France,  if  it  ever  shall  ,j>b.be,  they  shall,  by 
me,  be  considered^nd  aeted  On  without  respect 
of  partiality  to  ^e^son's  or  things^  It  has  been 
said  that  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  biK  if 
theybe  at  peace,  it  is  apeace  of  its  own  kind.  Ic 
is  a  peace  of  suffering  saorifice'--a  peace  in  which, 
for  several  years  past,  the  United  States,  have 
been  enduring  all  manner,  of  possible  injuries  and 
oppressions  indicted^by  Engtaad,  without  doing 
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one  act  of  hoetility  in  retiJratioD.  But  the  Presi- 
dent ig  his  Message  iDforni»  Congress,  and  this 
nation,  '^  ibat  the  British  Cabider  perseveres  in 
'  the  execution,  brought  home  to  tbe  threshold  of 
'  our  territor^^  of  measures  whicb,.  under,  existing 
^  eircumstaoces,  bare  the  e^haracter,  as  wallas  tbe 
'  effect,  of  \7br  on  oiiV> lawful  commerce."'  This 
declaration:  of  the  high()st  authority,  suSciently 
exposes  ana  explodes  the  opinion  Chat  the  United 
States  are  at  peace.  .    ,     ^  ,        *  *• 

It.  has  also  been  aaked,  '^did  you  ever  Icnow 
Qreat  Britain  to  hatebe'en  drove  from  her  6b« 
ject  ?"  This  qoeation  is  answered  directly  in  the 
affirolative.  Yes,  Mt.  Speaker,  the  Revolution- 
ary war,'  which  terminated  in  abe.  iti dependent 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States^  presekited  'to 


the  world  a  sublime  fact,  manj 
Britain  was  driven  from  her  (Sfect.^  Her  object 
then  was  to'  seize  In  her  onreleagAr  fang^,  and  to 
tend- in  pieces,  the  inpoesent  anSpiffendipg  peo- 
ple of  this  natiok),  at  thaftim^ew  in  number, 


maoy.^  England  has  violated  th^  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States  in  many  particulars:  every  im-. 
pnessment  of  an  American  seanian  is  a  violatfort 
qf, that  80 vereigpaty— thousands  of  them  have 
been  ioiptessed  and  refused  to  be  restored;  pro- 
pertyof  citizens  of  the  Uoited  ]8tates«  to  a  great 
ambiHit,  has  been  unlawfully  captured  aiid  con- 
demiied;  and  JSngland  has  refused  indenMHfTca- 
tion.  Pierce  was  murdered,  axid  his  bones  are 
crumbling  into  dtist,  near  the  bone$<])T  those  who, 
iih  the  direful  orison  ship  Jecsey,  at  New  York, 
were  ' sacrificed  to  appease  the  iNtrath  of  the  of- 
fended majestyof  England.  Although  an  atone- 
ment has  been  ipade  by  promiie,  and  accepted, 
for  the  murdfergns  attack  on  thd  Chesapeake^  the 
blood  of  the  ill-fkted  American  seamai^  Who  was 


ting  that  Oirelit^)ferce4froim  that  jtnresisting^hip  (and  afterwards. 


and  ill  prepared  to  meet  the  mighty  eneiny;  but  .t|i^  many  eowiterfeitipgs  of  the  American  flaff, 


He,  who  rules  the  natiodi,  had  determined  to 
separate  the  people*of  thi^  nation  for  ever  from 
Great  Britain-^aod^  'in*  the  end,  (^reat  Brhain 
was  driven  froDi  hie^  object.  *} his,  however,  is 
not  all— the  defeat  of  every  coalition  of'JBnroptean 
Powers,  insti^tedby  JCn^land  attaint  t*the  French 
revolution,  gives  irresistible  evidence  of  .Qreat 
Britain  being  driven  from  he^  o5jept.  If  .w^r 
shall  be<>with  Eoffl^ndj.it  has  not  been  desired  or 
provoked  by  the  Umted  States.  Nm  longVter 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  England  began  h6r  course 
of  inimicflLl  depredations,'  and  increasing,  them  in 
nuoiber  and  in  .magnitude,  in  prppornon  from, 
the  time  o(  their  beginning)  has  steadily  perse- 
Termed  in  the  execution  of  them  to  the  present 
day;  and. all  that  time  the  United  States  haVe 
peraeyer^d  in  their  endeavors,  by  ne^otiatiloD,  to 
qbtaln  an  am  ina  ble  set  tiement  of  differences.  Yes, 
they  haye- persevered,' in.  a  manner  border! ngf  too 
near  to  humiliation,  t'o  avoid  war  an(f  to  live  at 
peace  \  bot  ^ every-  friendly  'proposition  has .  beei^ 
rejected,  and  it  seems  as  if  nothing  -but  the.  re- 
duction of  this  natiton  to  a  servile  state  of  colonial 
exiateppe,  can  satiate  the  appetitjB  of  voracious 
Hoghrad..  If/  then,  war  shall  be,  let  Slogland 
look  io  .itr^human  blood,  in  the'  event,  WiU  be 
poured  out,  and  w4ll  flow  to  incfrease'  that  ocean 
of  blood. which  loudly  c^Us  for  retribution^  In 
retattoh.to  the  issue ^f  a  war,  the  United  States 
have  BOthinj  to  fear ;^  for  on  this  side  is  arrayed 
eternal  justice,  unfurling  her  flaming  ^undard 
and  eonduetiog  to  victory. 

This  sobject  has  been  treated  as  if  the  United 
States,  bad  no  qiMise  of  war  with  England,  and 
as  if  they  were  Wantonl^  prdvoking  war:  this 
leatl^  to  consider  the  causes  of  war ;  tbe  means  of 
carrying  on  war,  and  the*  object  of  War.  But  it 
ia  asked,  will  you  go  to  war  for  commerce  f  It 
is  i^nswered,  England  has  been  at  war  for  com- 
merbe  the  greatest  part  of  txyo  hnndred  yearsj 
aod  shall  qiot  ihe  UAited  States  protect  their 
commerce,  in  which  is  involved  the  saf«ty^(^ 
their  semnei^  and  the  rights  of  the  people? 

The  causes  of  wa^  which  this  nation  has  are 


under  a  hame^  tyrant-like,  imposed  on  him,  was 
murdered  on  Skgallqiws  at  Halifax)  has  not  yet 
changed  iti  colon  .What  shall  be  said  of  the 
many  forgeries  of  Amerio&n  ship-papers,'  and  of 


whereby  that  flae,  th^  sovereign  "ensign  of  this 
Union,  became  a  «haa«B  and*  disgrace,  and  a'  by- 
word ainongihe'  nations  of  Continental  Elnrope; 
and  the  loss  of  a  great  quantity  of  the  property.of 
the  citi^ea's  of  tbi  Uoited  States  in  consequence 
thereof  accraed?  What  shall  be  said  of  the  dis- 
a^wal  of  the  arrangement  made  in  good' faith 
by  the  Ubjted  States  with  Mr«  Erskine,  the  ac- 
credited Minister  of  England?  But  it  was  disa- 
vowed,'and  that  disavowal  wasf  a jUst  cau&eof 
wafr/  By  the  li'reaty  of  Amiens.  £ngiand,  then 
in  possession  of  Malta,  stipulated  to  surrender  tt 
to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  o>der  of  St.  John  of 
Jerdsal6n;'Bnglai)fd  after wardsf  refused  to  sur- 
render Malta  to  that  order,  and  war,  fbr  that  vio- 
latiorr  of  a  solemn-  agreement,  was. by  France 
reconUheoced.  and  has  since  continued  wi|k  una- 
bating.fury.  Let  the  many  volumiilous  docu- 
ments contiiining  ali^the' 'diplomatic  correspond- 
ence between' th^tJnited  States  and  England,  by 
their  respective  Ministers,- ion  thesnbjeo.t  of  exists 
ing  diflSeren'ccyi,  be  read  over,  and  the  astonished 
xeaderwill  turn  from  them  with  disgustf  for  they 
present^  on  the  .part  of  Eif^land,  wanf  of  faith, 
and  a  determination  to  do  nothing  by  negotiation:, 
and  good'  faith  and  a  strong  "desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Ui^ted  States  tq  do  ikothing  withotn  negptia- 
tioo,  epdeavbring  thereby  to  preserve  peace  with 
BnjBTland.    , 

What  ihall  be  said  of  the  domineering  inter- 
ference in  the  FloridaV business  ?  ot  of  the  en- 
couragemeir^  given  by  England  to  citizens  ofthe 
Uoited  States  to  violate. the  laws  of  their  own 
Obvernment?  What  shall  be  said  of  the  late 
attack  on  the  frigate  ^President  ?  Will  it  be  said 
that,  notwitEstaading'  all  these  monstrous  viola- 
tions of  the  -sovereignty  of  this  nation,  and  of 
every  moral  principle,  there  is  no  cause  for  war 
against  England?  Let  the  .declaration  be. boldly' 
avowed,  that  he  who  makes  it  may  be  known. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  war  will  endanger  ' 
oiir  Republican  institutioos;  and  that  a  Renubli- 
oan  Qoveromeot  cannot  stand  the  shock  6r  war. 
If  this  doctrine  be  tr<ae,  that  a  Reptib(ican  Qov* 
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eromeDt  cannot  sta'Ddthe  shock  of  wa,r  in  vilidi- 
cation  of  its  malienable  and  moral  rights,  it  is 
bad,  indeed — Wors^  than  bad — noC  worth  con- 
tetiding  foi^-^-a  Gorerofnent  no%  able  to.  defend 
itself  against  all  aggression  ought  to  b^chanij^ed; 
but  liie  QovernoieRt  of  the  Unii«d  Srates  is  not 
a  Government  of  this  tfesctiptioii. '  The  Goosti^ 
t4ition.t>f  ithe  United  States,  in  the  <leve1opment 
of  its  principles,  .will 'manifest' that  the  Ooverh- 
ment  of  this  nation  i?  as  strong,  if  i)ot  etcoogl&r, 
than  anjr  Grorer^inient  in  Ihe  wpj-ld,  and  for  this 
plain  reason,  that  it  -is  a  GoTernment  ot  tha 
people. 

Ihe  soveteign  people  of* this  natioii  know  a)l 
th^se  things,  and  it  was  almost- uiuMcessar^  to 
hAre  .taken,  this  carsorjr  view  of  those  many 
causes*  or  tvar.  Many  Of 'th^^peopl^  of  these 
United  States  knpw  by  sad  experienee  that  these 
things  are  true.  It  is  intimated  that  the  United 
States  have  not  the  means  to  carry  on  a  Wa'rr 
<;ertau)ly  the  true  stafe  of  th<e  resources  of.  this 
nation  ha4  not^  been  ■  maturely  cot^idered.  The 
late  census  jyili  toanifest  a  powerful  .populfttiqii 
— 'proviUons  of  eV«ry  species  plc;ntifally  abound, 
and  money  to >  carry  on  a  war  can  be  obtained 
withoHt'.the  aid.  of  direct  taxation ;  arms,  ^ilid  a 
sufficient  quantity  pf  every  mUnition'of war,  of 
the  manufacture  of  tlye  United  States,  is  nearly^ 
if  not  wholly,  provided.  But  il  has  been  observed 
that  the  United  Staftes-eannot  supply  >theii*  arm- 
i€s  with  necessary  clothing:  to  this  it  is  answered, 
let  the  manufiictufts  of  the  United'  Sf»td8  'be 
declared  tp  be  ^preferred  to  t|iose  of  f<)rqign  coan- 
t^ies;  let  a  fair  pri(fe  be  offeret^  for  .cloth  made  of 
wool,  of  cottoh,  of  flax^  dnd  of  hemp;  let  the  citi^ 
zens  be  assured  that  their  manbfaclures  will.  b)a 
purchased  in  preference  tp'tjje  manufactures  of 
foreign  nations;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that, 
WiiUin  six  months  aft«r  issuing  such  a  'declara* 
tion,  there  will  be  ready  to.  be  delivered  a  ibost 
abuddant  suj)ply  of  every  article  of  clothing,  and 
whatever  may  oe  necessary- for  the  Army;  an.d  the 
several  articles  will  be  of  better  te^rture  and  ixrear 
longer,  and  at  a  price  as  Low,  if  not  lower,  than 
foreign  manufactures  fit  for  the  same-  use^  Let, 
the  citizens  only  know  (hat  the  Government  will 
depend  on  them. for  a  sufiicipm  supply  of  those 
articles  for  the  armies,  and  thiey  will  be  provided ; 
there  is  plenty  of  wool,  cotton,  flax,  and  hemp. 
Let  the  -declaration  be  made,  and'the  women  of 
this  nation  of  every  ran  1^'  who  cauj^willset  them- 
selves to  the  .work,  in.  which  they  wilt  emulate 
c^Bch  other,  and  glory  in  the  business  of  providing 
cloth  ^vrhich  i$.  to  go  to  clothe  some  pf  the  brate 
men  who  will  be 'engaged  in  the  war.  So  long 
as  foreign  manufactures,  probably  pf  the  worst 
kind,  are  preferred  to  our<  own  manufactures, 
what  bppe  can  there  be  of'a  good  supply?'  If. 
war  be,  said. Mr.  R.,'it  appisars  at  present  to  me, 
that  the  objects  are  to*' recover  the  seamen  of  the 
United  States  frool  British  slavery;— to  havecoai- 
plete  indemnity  (br  all  the  property  of  eitizetis  of 
the  United  States,  wrongfully  captured  and  con- 
demned by  Great  -Britain — ^and  a  complete  guar- 
antee against  impressing  American  seamen — and 
against  OtfpturiBg  Aimericaa  property  in  future. 


That  all  ihat  part  of  North  America  which  joins 
the  United  States  on  the.  Northeast,  Nonb,  and 
Northwest,  shall  be  provided  for  itt  a  mode 
which  will  fgrever  thereafter  ptK  it  out  of  the 
power  of  Great  Britain^  or  of  any  British  trader, 
agent,  or  factor,  Or^mpaby  of  British  traders,  to 
supply  Indian  ^ibes  with  arms  and  anfmunLtion; 
to  instigate  and  exjeite  Indians  to  disturb  and 
harass  p^r  fnpfntiers,^  and  'to  murder  and  sea'p 
hi*lple«s  women  and  chilli ten-r^atid  las»,  bat  not 
lei^st,'  to  secure  and  jrrevoaably  €x  that  grand 
maritime  principle,  '^that  free  ships  shall  make 
free  persons  and  Cree'eoods;*^  and  then,  apd  o<H 
until  that  ip  esCbbltshed,  will  the  sovereign  rights 
of'  the  United  .State^.  relatii^  to*  commerce,  be 
oompletely-establiVihea,  and  the  ocean  be,  what 
jh'e  Cceator.deaiued' it  to  be,  the  highroad  of 
nations.  jf 

Wl^en,  on  Aq^  records  Of  Etermty,  an  appor- 
tionment of  ^H  men  was  made  to  the  wveral 
nationa  t)f  the  htmian  family,  a  full  proportion 
was  allowed  to  England*.  England^  indeed,  bm 
had  her  Shakespeare  and  Milton,  who  ekplored 
all  the  regions  of  fancy 'and  iipagicfation.  Eog- 
Itmd  ha^-ha'd  her  Newton  aad  Locke.  The  first 
investigated  and'  expfaiiled.  the  hiws  t»f  matter 
and  motipn;  the  last  penetrated  the  inmost  re- 
cesses, of  the  human'  soul^  atid  made  the  whole 
inte^nkl  world  his  own.  England  has  had  a 
Hampden  ^ad  a  'Ch&tham,  the  jever  to  be  cele- 
brated trae  political  friends  of  the  liberties  of 
'their' country.  Eogladd  has  also  had  her  Tillot- 
soa,  Sherlock,  and  Porleus,  to  whoo&'.may  be 
added  Usher  and^'PearsoO;  whose .  writings  and 
lectures,  almost  divine,  pn  moral  and  theological 
subjects,  were  sufficient  to  have  persuaded  a  na- 
tioti  to  virtue  and  'gbodne^ — ^and  England  has 
lately  had  a  Sir  Willihm  Jq^es,  of  iiic<)m parable, 
si,upeudous  genius;  t>fthe  moat  extensive  erudi- 
tion in  langvag^)  arts,  and  sciencesr;  of  the  most 
f»rofound  knowledge  of  tnoralit^r,  politics,  and  re- 
igion;.a  inan  whose. conduct  in  life  eminently 
corves  pan  ds  with  his '  kiiowtedge  in  the  practice 
of  virtue,  morality,  and  religion — a  man  who  was 
adequaib  to  t^e  salvation  of  a  sinking  nation. 
Yes,  England  has  had  the*  and  many  jother 
illustrious  men,  all  of  lyhom  shone  like  stars  of 
the'first  poiagnitQde;  and  what  benefit  has  England 
derived  from  the'  example  aad  writings  of  these 
illustrious  men  ?  Has  England-  learned  from 
them  that  for  a  nation  to  be  truly  gfeat  and  good, 
it  must  be,4nd  continue  to  be,  in  the  practice  of 
those  mpral  duties  which  eement  individuals  and 
nations.. anci  Which  inculcate  the  grand  moral 
principle  of  ^' not  doing  to  others  what  we  would 
not  t'hat  others  ¥^ould  ^o  unto  ubV^  Has  such  been 
the  Conduct  of  Enffland  towards  the  world — to- 
wards the  .United.  States?  Let  a  history  pf  the 
two  nations,  in  relation  to  each  other  smce  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  be  recorded,  and  it  will  answer, 
emphatically,  with  a  murmur  drea:dful  as  the 
souOd  of  death^{4o! 

The  President  in  his  lifessage '  has  informed 
Congress  ^'  that  the  period  is  no«r  arrived  which 
cUims  from  the  legislative  guardtaois  of  tRe  na- 
tional rijghts  a  system  of  u^ore  ample  provisions 
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United  States- to  adopt  L  Soch  threatened  retalt- 
arioD,  if  adopted,  will  t^  exactly  in  unison,  and 
perfectly  accord  in  principle,  with'that  species  of 
retaliation  wliich  England  insists  she  adopted,  by 
ber^ Orders  in'  Coancil,  against  France,  for  her 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  •.     -  ' 

■  This  ix^ode  of  retaliation  amounts  to  this:  A 
strikes  B,  and  B  aAerwards  strikes  A  ;  A,  as  he 
says^  retaliates,  and  beats  B ;  afterwards  B  sues  A 
ip  a  court  of  justice  for  damages.  Ought  judg- 
ment to  be  rendered  for  A,  the  first  assailant,  on: 
the  ground  of  retaliarion,  or  rather  justification  1 
Who  wi^rsa^f"  it  ought  ?  Btft  it  may  be  said  that 
there  is  nor  tribunal  wherein  which  this  cause  be- 
tween thfe  United  States  and  En^and  may  be 
tried.  Yes,  sir,  there,  is  a  tribunal  that  will  ren- 
der righteous  judgment — the^  v^ery  same  iust  tri^ 
bunal  ^bo  Dresided  over  the  last  gre^c  Irtal  be- 
tween the  United  Slater  and  Englai]d. , 
•  The  President  in  his  MeWge  has  performed 
his  Constitutional  duty  tothismition;  he  has  clear-  • 
ly  given  hi%  opinion  on  the  inefficacy  of  negotia- 
tion ;  ha  has  apprized  Congress  of  the  state  of 
things,  and  recommended  measures  to  meet  rhe 
approaching  crisis;  all  weight  of  res'pbnsibility  is 
now  therefore  on  Congress,  an^' Congress  is  re- 
sponsible to-this  nation ;  there  is  n^  turning  or 
winding  whereby  the  responsibility  arising  on  this 
most  important  question,  can  be  evaded.  And  let 
it  be  remembered,  Ihat  in  this  (question  is  involved 
the  sovereign  rights  of  the  United  States,  And 
now,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  expressing  my  grbteful 
acknowledgments  to  voq  and  to  this  House,  for 
the  attention  evidently  manifested  to  me,'  I  will, 
for  the  present,  (orbear  taying;  any  more  on  the 
Mbjeet/ 

Mr.  PieKHNS.— Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  much 
diffidence  that  I  rise  to  offer  my  sentiments,  oo 
thi&  great  subject,  especially  after  the  length  of 
debate  which-  ^has  ahreadv  tried  the  patience  of 
this  assembly.  But,  called  to  the  decision  of,  a 
question  involving  matters  of  solemn  interest  to. 
mv  country,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  a  few  re- 
marks. •      •  » 

The  peaceful  habits -bf  our  oitizens;  the  inde- 
pendent resources.of  ouc'coni^try';  the  unexam-. 
pled  share  of  civil  liberty  we  enjoy,  and  the 
genius  of  our  Republican  Institutions,  all  con- 
jipirc'lo  rendifr  war  unwelcome.  I  will,  there-' 
fore,  be  among  the  last  to  call  my  countrymen 
from  the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  while  there  is' any 
alternative  left  whereby  our  national  rights  can 
be  defended  in  peace.  With  this  impression  I 
have  attentively  heard  all  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced in  opposition  to  the  bill  before  us,  both 
While  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  and 
since  it  has  assumed  it^  present  shape,  in  hopes 
that  some  such  alternative'  might  be  proposed; 
for  if  any  such  had '  existed,  I  cannot  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  that  it  could  have  escaped  the  no- 
tice (>f  gentlemen  of  such  ample  abilities  as  those 
who  bave  so  fully  argued  in  opposition  to  the 
principle  of  tliis  bill.  In  this  hope,  however,  I 
have  been  entirely  disappointed,  No  substitute 
for  this  measure  has  as  vet  been,  proposed. 
•  When  w«  are  told  oi  the  evils  attendant  on  a 


for  toaintaining  them.'^  This  deelaration  eannot 
be  niisuoderstdbd — from  it  the  foNowing  conclu- 
sions ei^idently  are  deduced  :  that  ail  prospedt  of 
a  successful  terminiition  of  differenee^  by  negoti- 
ation with  England  is  at  an  end*-that  negotiatiort 
is  done— that  a  system  pf  more  ample  provision* 
to  guard  the  right$  of-  thl^  nation  i»  no'w  neces- 
varf— that  is,  a  system  more  ample  to  support  the 
national  rights,  than  the  system  of  negotilLtion; 
For,  (says  the  llfessaeei)  "rtotwithvtanding  the 
^scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted  moderation, 

*  and  the  multiplied  efforts  on  the  part  of  thelJni- 
'  ted  Slaten,  to  substitute  for  the  aceumulkting 
'  dangers  to  the  peAce  of  the  two  cou^lries,  all  the 
\  mutual  advantaged  of  re-established  harmony  and 

*  confidence,  we  Jiave  seen  that  the  British  Cabinet 
^  perseteres,  not  only  in  Whhholdiog'a  remedy  for 
\  other  wrongs,  so  long  and  so  loudly  calling  for  it; 
'  but  in  the  execution,  brought  home  to  the  thresh- 
'  old  of  our  territory,  of  measures,  which,  under 
'  existing  cir^umstanoes,  h'ave  the  character,  aa 

*  well  as  ibe  effect,  of  war  on  our  lawful  commerce. 
'  With  this  evidence  of-  h'oatile  infiexibility,  In 
'  trampling  onTijghts  which  no  independent  nation 
^  can  relinquish,  Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of 
'  putting  the  Unite<f  States  into  an'armor  and  ao 
^  attitude  dendanded  by  the  crisis,  andxorrespond^ 
'  log  with  the  national  spirit  and'  ezpectatioqs.'' 
The  Mes^ge  then  goes  on^— ^'I  retomm^nd,  ac- 
'  cordingly,  that  adequate  provision  ought  to  be 
'iaa<le  for^  filling  the  ranks  adti  prolongiuj^  the 
'  enj^istments  of  the  regular  troops;  for  an  auxiliary 
'  force,  to  be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  time;  for 
^  the  aecepiance  of  volunteer  corps ;  for  detach- 
^Qients.of  the  militia."  •  This  then  is'th^  system 
which  the  President  recommends. to  besubstito-. 
ted  for  the  ineffectual  system  .of  negotiation ;  .a 
system  which  he  would  jiot  ha've  recemmpnded 
if  he  had  entertained  any  prospect  of  settlement 
by  neiu>tiat^oi>i  ^v^r  which  the  Constitution  has 
vested  him  with  all  power.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,' it  has  been  surmised  that  negotihtioo  with 
England  is  still  going  On.  N(r.  Speaker,  thi^  is 
sot  possibIe-*the  suspicion  is  unworthy  ot  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  tbisr  nation;  for,  in  what 
manner,  ot  Jiow,  can  he  negotiate?  'He  ha3 
nothing,  nor  can  he  have  anything  to  .offer  to 
Eoffland  antil  En^4aBd  ahlili  revoke  her  Orders 
in  Council,  so  that -they  shall,  cease  to  violate  the 
oentral  rights  of  the  United  States ;  and  Bnglancl 
declares  she  will  not  so  revoke  her  Orders  J(i 
Council,  until  the  United  States  shall  compel 
France  to«admit  the  matfnfacturee  of  England—' 
a  demand  unre^aonable,  unjust,  with  whiefi  the 
United  States  have  nothing^  to  do.  Let  Prance 
and  England  battle  out  their  own  disputes,  the 
United  States  have  business  plenty  of  their  own, 
with  each  of  these  Powers  to  manage,  without 
interfering  with  that  which  belongs  to  either, 
against  tlM  other ;  and  besides  all  this,  the  United 
States  are  threatened  in  the  most  insulting  man- 
ner that  if  they  do  not  repeal  the  non-importation 
law,  it  will  lead  to  measures  of  retaliation  j  so 
then,  Biigland,  ihe  original  aggressor  threatens 
to  retaliate  on  the  United  States,  for  a  measure 
which  England,  by  her  injustice,  compelled  the 
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statA  of  things  9ucb  as  this  nreasore  will  prodoce, 
tbe  argument  is  but  half  made ;  we  all  must  be 
confident  that  such  19  our  situation,  that  evils 
will  attend  any  course  we  can  take.  That^viU 
attend  our  present  ^position  is  evident  to  every 
man;  and  evils  incalculable  must  visit  our  coun- 
tr)r,  if  we  oominue  to  slumber,  while  rights  so 
aaaential  to  our  national  importance, '  aiM  indi- 
vidua!  prosperity,  are  sweeping  away.  It  has 
been  regretted  by  an  honorable  gentleman  who 
yesterday  addressed  you,  tiiaC>"  the  pbiect  as  weQ 
aa  the  cause  of, war  had  notlieeii  defined  before, 
these  preparation^  were  made."  These  are  in- 
timately connoted  together,  and  have  become  so 
familiar  to  every  one  as  not  to  be  capable  of^iDi**- 
understanding.  The  cause  and  object  of  this  pre- 
paratory proceeding  seeoaa  perfectly  i^eli  known 
in  this  HoUse,  and  they  are  equally  known  to  tho 
people  at  large,  whos^  interests  and  feelings  are 
ao  touch  afieoted.  If  it  wpia  the  understanding 
of  that  gentlemiin,  the  object  should  have  been 
formally  decided  on  by  an  act  or  resplotioa  of 
this  Hous^  as  was.  the  opinion  of  another  gen- 
tleman from  the  same  State^  (Mr.  Ranoolpb,) 
in  his  remarks  some  timo  agp,  a  slight  view  of  our 
aituaiion  will  point  to  the  impolicy  of  such  an 
order  of  proceeding.  The  nature  of  our  military 
atcength  consisting^  in  times  of  peaoe^  of  .militia — 
the  great  extent  over  which  Our  population  is 
acattered,  and  the  freedom'  of  discussion  peculiar 
in  this  country  as  to  n^atters  of  public  notice, 
will  at  all  tirn^s  render  tit  impracticable  to  put 
the  country  in  a  complete  state  of  preparation 
for  defence  in  a  veYy  fthori  timj?.  Wiihput  a 
single  soldier  enlisted,  would  it  be^ prudent  to  in- 
rite  the  hostile  adts  of  an  enemy  by  making' it 
knoWn  that  we  were  determined  to  resist  by 
force  the  infringements  of  our  rights? 

As  to  the  variops-  injuries  and  insults  which 
have  been  heaped  on  our  countryr"  by  the  foreign 
bellige rents,,  and  which  are  yet  iacreasinfr-from 
Great  Britain,  they  are  topics  su^ciently  ez; 
plained,  and  but  too  well  understood. 

It  is  admitted  by  every  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  on  the  subject,  that  tire  have  a  good  caase 
of  war  with  that  nation,  and  that  this  cause  haa 
existed  ever  since  the  Ordera  in  Council  were 
issued. .  Yet  the  honorable  geptleman  y^esCerday 
contended  that  the  inhuman  nraetkse  of  impress- 
ing our  seameb  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  so 
aerions  a  contest ;.  that  we  permit  foreigners 
naturalized  to  enter  our  shlpa,  «nd.  therefore,  aa 
the  doctrine  of  expatriation  is  abused,  the  British 
cruisers  have  a  right  to  resei:^  their  aubjects,  in 
doing  which  mistakes  may  sometimes  be  made. 
Can  we  in  this  way.  reconcile  the  cries  of  our 
citizens,  ournative  oitixens,  consi^ed  to  slavery 
in  the  ships  of  another  nation  ?  But  supposing 
this  cause,  so  shocking  to  humanity,  to  b3  unf 
worthy  of  defence;  the  other  ground,' arising  more 
from  our  interest,  ^nd  which  4s  itdmitied  to  be 
a  ffood  cause  of  wax,  cannot  be  weakened  by  it« 
We  are  asked  by  tfa^^  same  honorable  member 
^  why  our  nation  has  not  long  ago  resisted  by 
force  the  acts  of  the  British  Government,  when 
the  eame  cause  then  existed  ?"    If  it  was  ^  ue- 


cessary  consequence  that  because  we  have  boeo 
too  patient  heretofore,  we  ought  to  continga  so; 
it  may  be  observed  that  our  Government  entered 
in. early  protest  against  the  edicts  of  both  bellig- 
erents, and*  have  continued  to  press  the  justice  of 
our  claims  for  a  repeal  of  them ;  and,  finally,  the 
proposition. arising  from  the  act  of  May,  1810, 
which  we  considered  an  appeal  to  their  interests 
equally,  had  t&e  effect  of  neutraliziag  one  of  them, 
ao  far  as  to  cease  offering  us  causes  of  war.  And 
until  then  we  bad  two  enemies,  each  of  t^hom 
was  a  nation  the  most  formidabie  of  the  modern 
work),  holding  between  them  the  seals  of  Bu rope. 
And  not.  till  February  last,  shortly  Before  the 
close  of  the  last  Congress,  did  Greatfintaia  siagle 
herself  <rat  against  us.  If  •  policy,  therefore,  can 
be  a  consideration  for  greatet  forbearasca,  when 
lye  have  t^wd  great  enemies  than  when  we  have 
one  only,  we  have  this  consideration  for  the  dif- 
ference to  be  observed  in  the  mode- of  resiatance, 
which,  in  point  of'etrict  right,  might  have  been 
always  vigorous* since  the  year  18Q0.  And  cer- 
tainly the  honorabla  gentleman  <will  allow  Qs  to 
calculate  in  this  way,  inasoauch  .ae  he  hu  called 
on  us  to  count  the  amount  of  loss  we  have  sus- 
tained by  the  Orders  laCouodil,  to  ascertain  whjB- 
ther  oar  fights  infringed  by  them  are  worth  de- 
fending. To  show  this,  we  are.  told  of  the  amount 
of  exports  to  France  during  the  year  ISOT,  from 
the  6ntrv  in  the  custom-bouae  books.  From  which 
it.wottla  appear,  that  our  clearances  of  produce 
for  Frendi  ports  during,  that  year,  amounted 
only  to  a  little  more  than  two  milbons;  while  those 
for  the  English  ports  'amounted  to  upwards  of 
twenty-eight  milliona.  I  confess  I  am  but  little 
conversant  in  commercial  transactions,  b.ut  I  be- 
lieve it  is  knowu  frOm  various  causes,  the  clear- 
ances from  our  ports  for  those  of  France,  in  the 
yeav  alluded  to,  were  unusually  small,  aad  even 
bore  a  smlll  proportion  to  the  trade  that  actually 
did  reach  the  French  ports  from  ours.  If  ao,  the 
costom'-hoOse  books  could  not  be' a  fair  criterion 
of  the  amouiU,  even  during  that  year%  It  is  also 
'worthy  of  notice  that  during  the  same  year  the 
blockade  of  the  nrorthern  coast  of  Prance  was  ia 
force,  whidh  must  have  had  fff^^t  inAueace  oa 
the  result  of  that  year's  exports.  Other  eajisea 
might  have  operated  during  the  period  to  which 
-our  attention  haa  been  called,  aa  the  Orders  ia 
Council  have  ever  sinoe  done,  to  ^iminiah  the 
amount  of  our  trade  to  siaay  7>oft»  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Our'couBtry,  through  every  class 
of  its  citizens,  feels  sensibly *'»he  effects  of  that 
system  of  ,maritime  plunder  arising  from  the  adieu 
.of  the  beliigereats,  which  haa  no  parallel  in  the 
ciTilized' world.  It  will  be  hard  to  convince  us, 
contrary  to  the  evidence  of  oqr  oWn  senses,  that 
our  losaes  are  trivial.  But  suppose  the  object  in 
dispute  to  have  be^n.as  small. as  ypu  please,  even 
less  than  the  expense  of  defending  it,  is  it  there- 
fore a  cpnseouf nde  that  we  are  to  abandon  it  1 
If  we  get  in  the  habit  of  valuing  our  rights,  to  aee 
whether  they  are  worth  the  cost  of  deluding,  we 
may  squander  them  all  by  retail.  If  this  calca- 
lating  principle  bad  been  the  order  of  the  day  at 
the  eve  of  W  Revolution,  would  the 'pitiful  tax 
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on  t^  the  stanip  act,  Ac,  have  been  found  (o  be 
feufficient  ground  for  a  seven  jrearV  war  ?  No — 
it  war  the  [Mripeiple  oar  ancestore  contended  fbr, 
and  tt  is  the  prinetple  now  whfch  we  view  asof 
most  importance.  The  same  honorable  men^ber 
tas  exposed  the  idea  of  contetidinr  against'  the 
Orders  in  Oottncil  ^s  mere  qaixotism^as  mere 
windmill  attack— ^nere  fighting' against  papei'! 
I  would  ask  if 'the.teieore  of  our  property  bound 
to  a  lawful  market  is  only  paper?  Is  t^e  practi- 
cal enforcing  of  the  btockudes  of  an  extensive 
coast,  mere  ^per?  If  so,  I  will  ask,  whether  on 
the  saine  pnociple,  the  oppfessive  measures  of 
that  Qoireroment,  which  led  to  our  independence, 
were  paper. 

The  next  exception  his  imaghnitidn  suggests, 
is  to  an  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill,  wEich,  I 
will  venlttre  to  say,  never  existed  but  in  imagi- 
nation:/'that  to  raise  the  military  genius  of  the 
nation  would  be  a  sufficient  object  qf  war."    This 
ideal  argument  is  assailed  with  as  little  mercy 
as  Don  ^aixcicfe  ever  auacked.  a  windmill.    God 
knows,  we  have  real  cause  enough  for  war  whh- 
OQt  the  aid  of  fancv !    It  is  rather  nttaecountable 
that  a  genius  for  chivalry  had  held  in  such  rid i- 
cule  the  ides  of  defending  national  htioor — a  prin- 
ciple which  he  applauds  in  private  life,  but  holds 
as  not  worthy^  nation's  while  to  contend  for.  And 
to  prepare  us  for  the  dej^rading  terma  of  submis- 
sion to  foreign  .usurpation,  we  are  told  that  we 
have  paid  tf ibuteto  the  Barbary  Powers  I    Honor 
is  a  rule  between  equals  only.    If  we  have  found 
it  expedient  to-purchase  term^  fronl.a  Power  but 
little  ren^oved  abpve  our  Westernr  aavages,  will 
it  therefore  follow  thiu  such  t^ms  are  admissible 
between  two  civilized  and  independent  States  ? 
Here  honor  i»  a  principle  so  useful,  that  other 
blessing  cannot  long  4)e  useful  without  it. 

Aeatn,  we  are  asked,  if  we  i^ill  attempt  the 
''idSrl  project  of  contending  /or  national  law, 
which  has  long  since^befn  buried  under  French 
domination?"  It  is  but  too  true  that,  between 
the  two  belligerents,  thitf  great'  Ikw  has  been 
trampled  on  ai^  disregarded  ;  but  its  principles,  I 
hope,  will  forever  survive^  and  I  trust  ^e  will 
unite  in  the  meastyre  proposed,  to  ^indicate  and 
quickei^  its' dying  spirit.  In  this,  much  r^riua  on 
us,  we  are  the  only'  nation  on  earth  to  whom  this 
task  is  now  intrusted. 

I  view  this  period  as  one  so  eventful  (hat  any  step 
We  can. take,  may  prove  important,  not  merely  in 
its  immediate  consequences,  but  duringour  history 
as  a  eominon#ea!lh.  It  i?  of  laating  moment  to 
a  nation,'  aspiring  to  aft  equal  and  honorable  rank 
.  ftmonf^'  its  neighbors,  that  none  of  its  annals  §hould 
be  stained  with  the  voluntary  relinquishment  of 
any  of  its  rights.  Precedent  becomes  as  nquch  a 
law  in  na^tional  concerns,  as  ip  our  ti4bunalsof  jus-* 
tice.  "What  we  now  abandon  without  spirited 
resistance,  we  ne^  never  expect  to  gain.  History 
affords  no  insthnce  of  a  nation  securing,  or  suc-^ 
cessfully  resistin|[  encroachments  ot  its  sovereign- 
tv,  when  this  resistance  has  been  weak  and  timid, 
un  the  contrary,  floes  not  all  experience  show, 
that  in  proportion  as  a  nation  is  found  regardless 
of  injafies,  eten  of  miiiot  cooaequenee,  in. that 


proportioa  have  exa^tioiis  been  made  upon  it. 
The.  experience  of  fingiand  itselT  is  a  sufficient 
example  of  this  fact.  When  a  titnid  Monarel^ 
has  held  the  reins  'of  that  Kingdom,  encroach- 
ments were  made  with  the  greatest  success — thea 
it  was  that  the  Pope  has  always  urged  his  pre- 
tension8*<*then  have  his  bulU  shaken  the  English 
thronei  By  a  vigorous  resistance  to  the  inroads 
which  areimade  on  our  essential  rights,  we  niay 
not  only  relieve  the  injured  rights  of  ofur  country, 
and  repel  the  progress  oi  lawless  aggression,  but 
afiford  a  lasting  meiAenfo  to  foreign  nations  that 
our  liberties  are  not  to  be  invaded.  When  in' ad- 
dition to. this,  it  is  considered*  that  the  right  of 
9arrying  our  produce  to  foreign  nurkelsv  in  a 
word,  the  right  ofr^gUlating  cohameroe,  is  one  ex- 
pressly sanctioned  by.  our  Revolutionary  ^atrioct 
m  their  Declaration' of  Independence,  and  sup- 
ported by  their  vaior  in  trviiig  times;  the  dii^tf 
OB  us  becomes  indispensable,  to  protect  it  anemr 
cttinbered  for  posterity,  who  have  a  fair  claim  to 
the  valuable  inheritance.  .  ; 

But  it  is  said  ^that  you  cannot  raise  an  army, 
an4  an  Example  i^  drawn  from*  the  Arniy  in  1798, 
uoder  Mr.  Adams's  Administratiop.  With  defer- 
ence fo  those  who  have  iHed  this  argument,  and 
cast  so  much  obloquy  on  the  proposed  army,  I 
cannot  see  any  anulogy  between  that  case  and 
the  present,  either  as  to  tbef  aprarent  object,  or 
the  manner  of' service.  What  French  territory 
lay  adjacent  to  us  at  that  day,  or  in  veaeh  of  Oar 
Army ?  Qr  was  k  contemplated  tocanfy  our  arnta 
to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  Or  the  Danube?  Al- 
though it.is  true  that  men  of  sober  and  industrious 
habits  will  seldom  enlist  in  time-of  peace,  to  lie 
at  some  outpost,  where  the  use  of  an  army  consists 
not  so'mueh  in  actual  service,  as  in  the  mere  idea 
of  being  re«d|f  for  service— but  let  an  occasion 
like  the  present  offer,  when  it  is  known  thJU  the 
sovereignty^  of  the  country  must  be.  defended; 
the  streagth  of  the/natiob  will  imm^iately  be 
.nerved ;  wccan  then  command  the  best  and  brar- 
est  youth  of  the  country,  it  is  at  such  timet  that 
military  ^erit  is  first  discovered.  And  here  let 
.me  say  td  my  worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Macon.)  who 
some  days  ago  expressed  an  apprehension  lest « 
auiubie  character  might  not  beibnod  or  selected 
to  command  the  Army,  that  there  is  really  nosu^h 
danger^  the  occasion  will  produce  such  a  charac- 
ter, as  every  other  occasion  of  the  kind  has  dene. 
The  military  genius  of  our  first  Revolutionary 
hero  might  have  slumbered  unknown,  btrt  f or  an 
occasion  which  was  to  calhir  into  useful  exertion. 

The  contemplated  attack  on  the  Qritish  Prov- 
inces adjoiqing  us  has  been  emphatically  called 
"  a  war  of  ofience."  Although  the  mode  of  war- 
fare may  be  in  the  abstract  view  of  it  ofiensiVe, 
yet  When  it  is  considered  as  the  only  mode  in  our 
reach,  for  defending  rights  ooiversally  recogfiised 
and  avowedly  violated,  its  character,  is  changed. 
In  the  present  case,  our  ptrope/ty,  in  the  course  of 
a  fair  trade  to  a  foreign  market^  is  seized  by  the 
unlawful  measures  of  Great  Britain,  (to  say  no- 
thing of  impressment  and  other  indignities.)  Our 
verbal  remonstrances,  and  every  attempt  at  nego- 
tiatioo,  aa  i<muA  iaefieetoal;  tJitae  iojuriea  abe  la 
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still  carrying  pn 'with  mar k&ofinpressed  iojuatioe 
on  every  8£a  where  sSe  findsour^property  or  sea- 
men ;  we  cannot  meet  her  on  that  eJemeQ,t-~the 
only  point  where  we  can  reach  her  is  the  rich, 
and  to  her  the  all-important  territories  on  our 
North.  Has -not  the  proposed  measure 'therefore 
every  essential  cliaracteristic  of  defence  ?  The 
idea  of  a  wsir  for  the  -purpose  of  conquest,  is  ab- 
horrent to  the  American  people,  and  foreign  from 
the  principles  of  their  Goreroment.        , 

fiat  we  are  told  that  '^  Great  Britain  is.figbting 
for  the  liberties  of  the  world  j''  and  agaiov  that 
"  she  is  not  to  be  driven  from  the  Baltic, nor  froixji 
anywhere  else."  If  .the  la^f  o^pressi^n  has  allu- 
sion to  the  naval  feat  by  which  the  Danish  Aeet 
was  swept  away,  it  is  a  very  uofortujiate  circum- 
stance to  be  meationed  in  the^si^me  speech  with 
Che  former,  for  it  is  questionable .wt ether  there  is 
to  be  (found  aa  incidjent/in  -point  of  perfidy  and 
injustice,  to  equal  it  in  tho  civilized  world.  An^ 
when  was  it  that  Great'  Britain  commeqced  her 
car^ec  in  the  laudable  purpose  of  universal  emanci- 
pation ?  Waa  it  in  1775  ?  Was  it  on  this  pursuit 
that  her  campaigns  wiere  perforated  through  our 
land?  If  she  will  only  eitend  common  lustjyce 
io  us,  or  rather  let  us  alone^it  is  all  the  favor  I 
would  ask  from  her.  - '    ' 

As  to  any  partiality  between  the  twp  contend- 
ing Powersj  I  hooe  there  exists  none  in  any  Amer- 
ican, tbere  is  no  reasdh  why  there  should  be  any : 
for  every  oation  is  governed  by  interest ;  we  can 
aalculate  nothing  on  friendship^  from  any. 

If  it  were  a  question  at  the  early  dawji  of  our 
Government,  before  the  habits  of  our  people  were 
ibrmed,  whetber  it  would  not  be  to  the  nation's 
bes^  interest  to  trost  maritime  commerce  toother 
hands  entirely  fo^  severaLages,  I  am  jiot  prepared. 
to  answer  in  the  negative  And  even  oo.w,  as  to 
the  carrying  trade  proper.  I  am  oot  inclined  to 
view  it  as  an  object  wortny  of  defence  by  war. 
But  thia< direct  trade,  which  carries  the  produce 
of  our  farmers  tomarket^  has  been  patronized  by 
our  Gh>vernment  under  every  Administration,  and 
as  the  pursuits  and  habits  of  oUr  citbreos  have 
under  that  sy^ttem  ofthii^sbeen  formed^  add  as 
our  country  was'^roWing  under  it  in  a  degree  un- 
exampled, Its  protection  has  ceased  to  beat  this 
daya  question. 

.  Vet  this  species  of  trade,  all-important  to  the 
agricultural  interest,  is  nearly  extinguished. .  That 
every  pacific^poilc]^  has  been  tried  in  vain,  is  evi- 
dent Jrom  the  restrictive  acts  and  the  vbluminous 
documents  jwhioh.  hare  annually  appeared;  and 
whicbnow  load  your  mails  to  every  corner.of  the 
Union.  In  these  communications,  the  British 
Ministers  express  much  concern  for  the  misundeK- 
standing  between  the  two  nations,  whil^  their 
conduct,  the  sole  cause  of  misunderstanding,  is 
continued  with  multiplied  marks  of  injustice.  1 
say  ijie  sole  cause. of  misunderstanding,  for  what 
politician  will  say  that  tiie  refusal  tq  ratify  a 
Uealy,  or  the  laving  an  embargo,  is  any  «ood 
cause  of  offence  f  And  what  cause  of  o£^nce 
.  has  proceeded  from  us  ?  None.  We  have  the 
solitary  hoBor  of  a  Government  unexaml>led  for 
iu^octd  faith,  and  in  this  inatance  ibr  its  modeca* 


tioq  'f  for  during  VU  the  Attempts  at  adjustment 
foe  years  past,  our  property  was  sweeping  from 
the  ocean  before  our  eyes.  With  this  spectacle^ 
before  us,^  are  w.e'to  sit  down  cooly  and  calculate 
in^  dollars,  ceni^,  aoci  mills,  what  will  be  the  cost 
of  ^defending,  ourselves '^  If  this  had  been  the 
cool  philosophy,  of  seventyrsix,  you  and  t  would 
not  have  been  here.  And  if  we  temporize,  while 
energy  aiui  action  alone  can  save,  we  may  entail 
lasting  evils  on  the  nation.  ^ 

.  Mr.  L6wnj)ES» — Mr.  Speaker,  the  lateperiod  of 
the  debate  will  Aecessarily  shorten  the  observa- 
tions 1  had  intended  to  make'.  I  concur,  indeed, 
entirely  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina — that.it  is  now  annecestary 
tp  prove  that  wc  have  cause  of  war  against  Eng- 
land. The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  yes- 
terday opposed  the  bill,  concededthis  point  with 
as  much  prudence  as  candor.  The  ralue  of  the 
concession,  however,  was  impaired  bjr  the  remark 
that  we  have  equal  cause  of  war  against  France. 
That  we  had  equal  cause  of  war,  sir,  -against 
France ;  that  we  have  equal  claims  for  indemni- 
fication against  bpth  Powers,  I  feel  no  disposition  to 
deny^  Both,  hava,  indeed,  been  at  war  with  us  ■,  but 
the  easy  distinction  between  their  cases  is  this— 
that  the>one  Power  has  terminated  its  differences 
with  us  by  a  .treaty  which  we  ourselves  proposed, 
while  xhe  other  coQtinues  without  mitigation  iu 
war  upon- our  commerce. 

.  In  acknowledging,  sir,  t^hat  :we  bave  cause  of 
war;  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  denies  its  ob- 
ject to.be  either  important  or  attainable. 

That  any  imj^rtance  should  beiittached  to  the 
object  on  the  score  of  honor,  i$  described  as  a  ro- 
mantic potion.  But  iq  the  policy  which  it  dic- 
tates, an  enlarf^ed  view  of  national  interest,  uso* 
a|iy  concurs,  with  a  nice  sense  of  national  honor. 
It  is  impossible  to  coiiipote.  the  -money-talue  of 
rights^  like  those  jn  dispute  between  Ea^Iaadand 
America.  No.raie  of  aVithmetic  will  give  yoa 
an  answer  as  to  tli'e  ^pense^  at  wTiich  they  may 
be  worth  defending..  Let  them  be  renounced  and 
tha  loss  will  be  feltj  not  for  one  year,,  bat  pa* 
haps  for  the  whole  term  of  our  existence  as  one 
narion.  L^t  them  IfS.  renounced,  ^nd  every  re- 
maining fight  becomes  more  precarious  by  the 
en^uragement  which  is  offered. for  its  infraction. 
Our  object  then,  in  resistance  to  Elngland,  is  the 
preservation  Of  that  chafacter,  without  which 
qeutrality  inqsi-bea  burden.  Its  duties  would 
be  exacted  and  its.  rights  forgotten.  The  import- 
ance of  this  character,  evenno  our  pecuniarj  in- 
terests, resu)ts  from  its  effects  in  cootrolilng  the 
rapacity  of  foreign  nations..  It  addresses  itself  to 
their  prudence.  It  offers-  the  only  effectual  cor- 
rective to  that  temptation  of  immediate  interest 
which  the  belligerent  must  always  feel  in  the 
plunder  of  the  neutral. 

'  If  this  view  of  the  object  of  the  wi^r  be  correct, 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
respect  to  the  relative  value  of  our  export  trade 
to  jSpgland  and  France,  lose  much  of  their  im- 
portance. That  nis  conclusions  indeed  are  sub- 
stantially erroneous,  appear  from  his  exclodiog 
froni  hisatatements^as  nc  has  himsejf  renoarked) 
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the  whdle  amount  of  trade  to* such  countries  as,, 
although  completely  under  the  dominion  of 
France,  are  noi  wiihin  its  old  Ifmits  or'throstf  of 
the  Netherlands.  I)is  conclusions  are  impugned 
by  another  fact,  whiph  every  man  equally  must 
know — I. mean  that  much  of  American  product 
shipped  to  England  is  consumed  on  the  Continent. 

Tne  immediate,  occasion  of  the  war  then,  (if  we 
/ittribute  it  to  the  interruption  of  our  trade.)  is 
greatly  more  important  than  the  gentleman  rrom 
Virginia  has  supposed  it,  and  yet  more  important 
will  be  the  effect  of  m^nly  cesistance  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  country — the  effecj  of  thajt  character 
on  our  chances'of  future  neutrality  and  prosperity. 

Bnt  the  importance  of  the  object,  H  tM?  object 
be  unattainable,  cannot)  we  are  told,  be  a  reason 
for  pursiilag  it.  If  the  object  of  the  war  be  th? 
defence  of  national  character,  it  cannot  be  unat- 
tainable. But  suppose  ii  designed  onl]rto  procure 
a  revocation  of- the  Orders  in  Council-^bas  the 
honorable  gentleman  given  us  a  very  consistent 
a'rgfument  to  prove,  thkt  this  effect  cannpt  be  pro- 
duced? 

He  has  told  ds,  th^t  we  can  <!|b  Engfand  little 
injury  by  sea^  and  even  that  we  shall  be.  unable 
.to  raise  troops  for  the  invasion  of  her  pfovruccs 
in  our  neighborhood.  As  to.  the  injury  whi6h 
we  mafy  do  her  at  sea,  the  number  and  enterprise 
of  our  seamen,  the  near  approach  lo  our  coast, 
which  the  vessels  engaged  in  her  most  valuable 
trade  must  make,  and  thegoneral  opinion  of  natal 
men,  mus^  determine  the  question.  But  that  we 
shall  b6  unable  to  raise  the  army  proposed,  or  to 
Occtipy  Canada  in  less  than  fivJB  yeaVs,  is  an  as- 
aertion  tiro  humifiating  to  be  admitted  without 
proof)  '.We  have  been  told^  indeed,  inat  ^e  troops 
are  TtloaC  easily  raised  id  a  country*  which  is  in- 
vadea  ;  but  ihe  opinion  is  eontraaicted  by  ezpe^^ 
rieftce  an'd  reason. '  In  th^  moment  of  iAvasipo^ 
every  man  is  employed  in  attending  to  his  prop- 
erty, fn  removing  his  fanailyi  or  in  securing  theiA 
a  home  and  subsistence.  During  the  tlevolution-^ 
ary  war,  'the  ^eatest  number  of  troops  was,  I 
think,  enlii(ted  in  States  whi6h  were  safest  from 
invasion.  .Our  equntry  will  probably  offer  jis  large '^ 
a  proportion  of  its  population  now  as  then,  and  this 
will  be  a  tbri^e  amply  adequate  to  the  occasion. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  cannot  see 
how  our  resistance  on  lapd  can  remove  the  Ehg- 
lisb  Orders  in  Council.^  He  supposes,  however, 
that  (his  conduct  of  nations  depends  upon  their 
interest,  and  that  even  now-lt  may  be  dodbted 
Whether  the  interests  of  England  do  not  require 
a  revocation  of  these  orders.  .Now  let  ourefibrts 
be  ks  wealc  as  the  gentleman  has  represented 
tbem,  and  they  will  produce  to  England  some 
inconvenience  and  some  diversion  of  her  force. 
If  it  be  douhtful,  then,  whether  it  be  her  interest 
to  continue  her  orders  while  we  patiently  snbmit 
to  them,  it  should  seem  certain  that  it  must  'be 
her  interest  to  repeal  them  when  their  continu- 
ance involresthe  additional  inconyeniences'wbich 
even  the  languid  war.  which  has '  been  predicted 
would 'produce; 

>  The  honorable  gentleman,  deteI1ajne(^ to  alarm 


if  he  cannot  cohviace  u^,  iinfblda  &  muster-roll  of  |  atronger  than  gratitude. 


spectres  which  haunt  but  few  imaginaHons  out 
of  this  House.  The  ruin  of  our  ConMitution  and 
of  our  seaports  is  to  be  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  war.  But  are'  these  dangers  peculiar  to 
the  war  in  which  we ^  expect  to  be  involved? 
That  war  is  in  itself  an  evil,  that  it  is  not  unat* 
tended  by  distress  and  bloodshed,  we  know.  The 
honest  statesman  will  avoid  itj  When  he  can  do  so 
without  renouncing  the  honor  and  the  essential 
interests  of  his  country.  When  these  require,  he 
will  meet  it.  Bat,  from  the  general  evils  of  war, 
what  conclusion  does  the  gentleman  draw  ?  That 
we  should  never  engage  in  it?  '  Is  it  not  strange, 
tJiat  so  practical  a  statesman,  the  denouncer  of 
the  romantic  notion  of  a.  war  of  honor,  shoiild 
have  indul|red  this  vision  of  a  perpetual  peace? 

Tbe  danger  to  oui^ Constitution  is  perhaps  that 
whichthe gentleman  considers Ihe most  alarming; 
A  standing  army  offers  an  instrument  which  may 
at  knr  time  be  employed  against  liberty.  I  am'not 
afraid,  sir,  of  terms.  A  standing  army-ra  large 
regular  force,  maintained  in  time  of  peace,  would 
be  a  just  subject  of  public  jealousy.  But  the 
force  propo^d  is  not  a  standing  army.  It  will 
be  employed  .against  a  foreign  enemy,  or  it  will 
be  disbanded.  While  engaged  in  war^  the  most 
timid  politician  will  see  it  without  alarpi ;  and 
on  tbe  return  of  peace,  the  same  cause  will  re- 
move our  fears' for, private  security  and  public 
liberty.  ;That  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  bill  • 
upon,  your  tahle~in  the  ample  and  wise  provision 
for  the  hiture  support  of  the  soldier—in  his  free- 
holds The  most  jealous  patriots  of  England  have 
6onsi'dered  their  militia,  although  a  regular  force, 
as  the  natural  protector  of  pubup  liberty,  because 
ita  officers  are  required  to  possess  a  landed  quali^ 
fication.  But  this  security  for  the  good  behaviour 
of  ^he  6fficers  we  extend  to  every  soldier  in  the  ' 
armv.  That  thesemen  should,  at  the  conclusion 
of- the  war,  leaVethi^ir  lands- unvisited,  to  follow 
an  ambitious  General  to  a  desperate  and  disgrace* 
fnl  conflict  with  their  fellow-citizens,  is  impossible. 

From  a  ipllitary  usurpation,  such  as  the  gen- 
tleman ^b  much  dreads,  we  were,  saved,  he  saysL. 
after  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  by  the  virtue  of' 
one  man%  To  the.  merits  of  General  Wasbino- 
TpN,  my  feelings  and  mf  judgment  e'qualty  sub- 
scribe. He  had  a  mind  teo  great  to  be  bribed  by 
title  or  by  power.  If  a  Crown  had  beien  within 
his  reach,  he  would,  have  disdained  it.  Bdt  a 
Crpwn  ■  never  was  withih  his  reach.  Thd  mea 
who  ihost  loved  and  revered  him,  whose  lives  he 
might  haye  convmanded  as  the  protector  of  hut 
country,  were  Incapable,  of  becoavio^  the  slaves 
of  any  diespot.  f  will  not  consent,  sir,  to  demol- 
ish Jhe  fair  fame  of  our  Revolutionary  Army, 
that  its  fragments  may  be  employed  in  raising  a 
monument  eyen  to  Washington. 

The  Constitution  is  as  little  endangered  by  the 
influence,  as  by  the  physical  force  which  this 
army  may  give  to  GovernmenL'  The  body  of 
electors  throughout  our  country,  is  too  numerous 
to  be  corrupted  bv  commissions.  In  tbeirex{>ec' 
tftions  of  office,  there  are  always  more  candidates 
who  fail  than  succeed;    Disappoihtment  will  be 
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Tbe  expanse  of  the  war,  sir,  is  another  danger 
by  which  the  miiid  of  the  honorahJe  gentleman 
fs  oppressed.  Tb^  estimate  for  the  Peaee  EJstah* 
lishmenC  of  a  former  year,  pro  vied  ioadeauate. 
Military  movements  had  been  unexpectedly  re- 
auired  from  it.  :Aod  because  a  peace  estimate  is 
louod  not  to  answer  for  war,  the  gentleman  infers 
that  a  war  estimate  will  be  equally,  defective — 
qor  was  the  difference  (unless  I  am  greatly  mis- 
taken) between  the  estimate  and  expenditure  6f 
the  war  ^Uuded  to,  as  great  as  has  beeji  supposed. 
Tbe  estimate  vas  for  the  support  of  tbe  Army. 
The  expenditure  was  fcft  the  supportof  the  Army, 
and  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  and  for  the  VjJilding 
of  fortifications. 

The  abiKty  of  tbi^  country  to  support  a  much 
larger  force  than  is  proposed,  results  necessarily 
from  its  population  and  its  wealth.,  fiy  wc^lt-h  i 
do  not  mean  its  income  in  money,  but  itsiarge 
stirplu» produce  beyond  the  necessary, consump- 
tion of  its  inhabitants.  On, this  circumstance .de* 
pends'ibe  number  of  troops' which  a  nation  inay 
maiotain.  '  How  can  it  be  believed  that  the  sur- 
plos  produce  of  the  United  States  is  inadequate 
to  the  support,  during  war,  of  forty  or  fifty  thou* 
sand  men.  With  a  lavoraole  climate  and  fertile 
soil,  and  ^n  industrious  people,  it  should  seeox 
that  this  nation  must  be  able  to  support  in  war, 
nearly  as  large  a  force,  in  proportion  to  its  popu- 
,latiott,  as  any  othejr  State.  Yet  Sweden,  wit&  a 
*  third  of  .our  population,  with  the  severest  dim^att 
und  the  motit  barren  soil,  has  maintainied  larger 
armies  than  the  honorable  gentleman  snpj^oses 
the  United  States  clipable  of  supporting.  The 
expense  of  the  Army,  too,  although  (he  ^natioQ 
would  be  unable' to  bear  it  during  war,  will  ;by, 
the  operation  of  the  funding,  system^  be  c)iiefL^ 
thro|p^n  on  years  of  peace.  Then^it  will  diminish 
sensibly  the  promts  of  returning  commerce.  Tet,^ 
ft  is  true,  that  in  aid  of  loans,  internal  tax^smust 
be  resorted  to.  and  these  the  honorable  geaileman 
supposes  thai  the  ^ople  cannot  be  persuaded  to 

Sir,  the  people  have  paid  perhaps  a  third  of 
tlieir  moneys  to  the  experiments  of  the  restrictive 
system,  by  submitting  to  exclusion  from  the  trade 
of  tbe  rest  of  tbe  world  ;  they  would  probably  pay 
yet  nnore  to  tbe  monopoly  or  England^  and  I  will 
not  suppose  that  they  can  refuse  any  saeri^ce  of 
their  fortunes  to  an  honorable  defence  of  their 
lights. 

But  our  seaport  towns  are.  to  be  .laid  in  ash'es. 
We  do  not  refrain  however  from  all  resistance  to 
th^  Indians  on  our  frontier,  because  they  employ 
the  scalping  knife  and  the  torture;  and  indigna- 
tion rather  than  fear  would  be  excited,  if  we  be- 
lieved Cngland  the  incendiary  which  the  hono- 
rable genuenian  describes  her..  I  do  not  yet 
believe  it.  She  has  not  yet  so  far  renounced  the 
rules  of  civilized  warfare,  as  to  attack  a  town 
merely  to  destroy,  without  the  intention  oc  the 
power  to,  retain  it. 

.  Such,  sir.  are  the  dangers  to  Amerien  which' 
the  honorable  gentleman  supposes  that  a  war 
with  Elngland  will  involve.  But  there  is  yet,  we 
are  told,  another  danger,  a  danger  to  England, 


America,  whicji  cannot  raise  an  army,  ami  can- 
no't  pay  one,  which  cannot  jnjure  her  enemy  at 
sea,  nor  ii^  &Ye  ye^r^  obtain  possession  of  a  coua- 
try  on  its  own  borders,  containing  perhaps  two 
or  tb^ee  hundred  thousand  inhabitants — America 
is  to' subvert  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  to  destroy 
the  nation  which  the  same  speech  represented 
her  as  unable  to  resist.  The  Orders  in  Council, 
a  continua^nce  of  which  is  required  neither  bv  the 
hoqor  nor  interest  of  England,  our  in  efiectual  hos- 
tility can  furnish  no  motives  to  repeal.  And  from 
this  ineffectual  hostility  we  are  to  refrain,  lest  it 
subject  her  to  France,  ^uch  argument^  sir,  if 
they  wer^  not  inconsistent,  would  yet  be  inad- 
missible, ^e  must  leave  the' case  of  British  in- 
terests to  British  statesmen. . 
;  Vet  1  pretend  not  to  the  courage  which  can 
view  with, indifference  the  power  of  that  maa 
who  rules  sixty  miflion^  of  active  and  civilized 
Europeans^  who  directs  by  his  sol^  will  the  whole 
force  of  9,  people  just  esoaoed  from  the  Tioleaee 
of  revolution,  and  uniting  to  tbe.  submissioa  of 
slavery  all  the  force  and  energr  of  freedom.  Bot 
even  although  England  should  fall,  thoogh  \he 
trident  and  sceprte  s|iould  be  united  in  tbebanda 
of  the  Frencli  Eqiperor,  the  ialelligent  patriot 
would  place  bis.best  hopes  {a  the  unbroken  spirit 
of  the  country^  We  should  be  most  effectually 
prepared  for  subjection  to  France  then,  by  sob* 
mission  to  England  now. 

Mr.  HARPER — Mti  ^Speaker :  My  apology  for 
troublinff  (he  tiouse,  ib  tiiis  bite  stage  of  the  de- 
bale,  is  founded  on  the  peculiar  situation  of  my* 
self  and  the  people. whom  I  h&ve  tbe  honor  to 
represent.  /W^  are  on  the  frontier,  neighbors  to 
jhe  Canadians,  and  kindred  to  a  portion  of  them. 
From,  ourponnexions  and  vicinity  we  know  them; 
we  respect  and  revere  their  virtues;  tbeir  fond- 
ness .foe  tranqi^illity;  their  love  Of  industry  and 
the  rural  arts;. and  their  veneration  for  the  prin- 
ciples Jo£  civil  liberty.  Sir,  doubtless  these  peo- 
ple wish  the  blessines  of  a  free  Government— 1 
mean  one  altogether  iree,  fqrin  their  present  condi- 
tion they  enjoy  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  hb- 
eVty*  They  are  secured  in  the  inesumable  bles- 
siag  of  |i  trial  by  k  jury'pf  their  lieers — they  are 
exempt  from  the  horrors  of  an  arbitrary  ^dietary  ; 
they  nre  not  liable  to  transportation  And  trial  in 
a  foreign  country ;.  and  they  cannot  be  taxed,  bat 
bv  the  assent  of  theif  oWn  Kepresenta tires,  freely 
efeoted  by  themselves. 

Still,  as  their  ponulacion  consists  princtpnliy  of 
hardy  yeomanry,  from  4he  eight  Eastern.  Stnles, 
who  have  emigrated  thither,  who  carried  witb 
them  the  principles  in  which  they  were  nurtured 
.and  educated,. and  to  which  in  active  life  they, 
while  with  us«  were  apcustomed^  they  must  rerere 
the  principles  of  our  Revolution  and  Qovernment, 
they  must  sigh  for  an  -afiiliation  with  the  great 
American  familv-^thev  must  at  least  in  their 
hearts  hail  tbat.day,  which  separates  tbentk  from 
a  foreign  monarch,  and  unites  them  by  holy  and 
unchangeable  bonds,  with  ,a  nation  destined  to 
rule  a  continent  by  equal  laws,  flowing  from  the 
freewilLof  a  generous  and  independent  people. 

Sir,  I  hpld  these  jpeople  in  high  estimation;  if 
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some  of  theit  fathers  siDoed,'!  would  not  visit  the 
iniqoity  on  the  children^to  them  I  \^uld  extbnd 
the  affectibQ  of  a  brother ;  and  even  thefbllies  of 
the  father'  I  woaid  cover  with  the  mantle  of 
oblivioD.         *  '    ^  ' 

But,  sir,  altboagh  I  do  not  doubt  the  desii^  of 
these  Canadiads  to  be  with  us  ft^oeiat^d.  althottgh 
I  am  persuaded  that 'such  ao  union  will  advance. 
|he  iiit^rests  of  all^yet  desire  is  often  opposed  by 
daty,  which  mu^t  and  will  be  obeyed,  by  those 
who  are,  and  those-who-  are  fit  io  be  citizens  of 
this  Republic. 

I  was  th^Vefpre  paineJ  at  hearing  the  sug^s- 
|ioD,  that  our  conqipest  wa»  founded,  not  ou  our 
owu  strengtl^,  but'oa  the,  infidelity  of  the  subjects 
of  a  foV^ign  Power;  on  mental  if'uot  practiiml' 
tf^asdu. '  This  policy,  if  adopted,  will  exppse- the 
people  of  the  Canadas  to  a  hazard,  wBich  they 
oughtnot  to  incur — to  rise  wicKouta  special  cause 
against  the  lawfuf  sovereigp,or  toincur  the  odium 
of  treacliety,  an4  as  it  iuay  be  td>  meet  the  conse- 
quent puttisbment  df  ain  offended  itadoareh.  Iti^ 
cruelanid  unjust  as  |t  relht^  to  theih  ;  it  is  imi- 
politfc  as  it  relate*  to  ourselves."  '    »    • 

These  lures  which  we  offer  inay  be  holdout 
by  (^thers;  and  hereaAer  the  ddctrines  we  udw 
idculcate^may  be  applDedto  our  oWn  dlsm^mb^r- 
meutaud  ruinl  ■     '  .  ' 

No,  air,  let  us  redress  our  muUipli^  iojdiies  by' 
'our  own  strength;  let  osshtjrn' connexions  with 
all  foreign  Powers ;  let  us  rise  in  Qur  majcstyr,  and 
wiU  that,  the  ndrtherif  provinces  shall  be  free— • 
their  freedom  will  be  certain  ;  onj  enetby  will  be 
punished ;' the  siava^es  will  be  held  in  check,  tud 
our  Government  will  be  enabled'  to  execute  its 
laws.        ^  . '    • 

'These  prefatory  remarks  are  founded  on'  the 
belief,  that  itijithedetetmiiSationof'Qdvjerniii^nt 
to  make  war  against  Gr^at  Brifain;  to  which 
measure  I^giv^  m^  assent. 

This  assent  is  founded  oU  i^  fuH  and  firm  cpn- 
victioh  of  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  measures, 
and  that  it  is.  more  prudent,  and  mdre  for  the  rn- 
terest'of  the  Government  of  this  natidn  to  advance' 
to  war,  than  to  recede  to  the  relations  of  a  neutral 
nation',  as  explained  at  present  •  by  the  British 
Govei^nmelit.  '  ",      ''  *      •         ' 

^Sir,  our  present  situatidn,  of  all  others,  is  the 
most  calculated  to  depress  the  spirits  of  our  peo-; 
pie;  to  unnerve  the  Govern  metit;  to  demoralise 
the.  citizens,  and  to  introduce  that  system  of  fraud 
and  chicane,  whi<^h  advances  .the  un'paincipled^ 
and  beggars  the  virtuous;  which  creates  a  •cod- 
'^flict  between  the  planting  and  the  farming  inter- 
est, for  at  preseAt  a  gi'eat  portion  of  the  latter 
thrives,  while  Jhe-  former  is  perishing:  which 
arrays  against  each  other  the  great  interests  of 
agriculture  and  commerc'e ;  which  holds  out  fiilse 
lures  tp  the  manufacturers, 'and  virtually  offers 
seven  millions  of  dollars  (the  amount  of  our  du- 
ties on  importations  of  British  commerce)  to  illicit 
traders. 

There  muit,  there' wHl  )>^  a  chaoge  of  measures. 
We  shall  either  recede  from  the  Conflict,  or  we 
must  vindicate  our  rights  by  the  sword.  We 
canuot  remaia  as  we  are..  We  ar;  aiR^blic) 


ours*  is  a  Government  of  opipiod,  not  of  force. 
The  nation  demisnds  measures  of  spirit,  of  energy ; 
it  demands  redress  of  grievances  and  security  for 
the  iuturer-it  requires  Us  ^to  turn  our  energy 
against  the  eoemy,  not  agaiftst  ourselves.  "^A  sya* 
tern  vrhith  in  adverse  times  diverts  the-angry  pas^ 
^ons  from  those  who  Injure  us,  to  our  own  Qov« 
ernmeut,  is  unwise  and  cannot  endure.  Indeed 
such  a  system  has  never  been  found'  practicable 
in  monarohies — its  success  under  the  present  iron 
de^otismor  Europe  remains  to*  be  determined. 
In  foroaer  times,  the  House  of  Bourbon,  as  moUf 
drchs,  while  at  pekce  and  enjoyin|[  general  trade, 
vainly  strove  to  guard  a  frontier  of  France  of  less 
than -four*  hundred  miles,  b^  an  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  from  the  introduction  of  German 
laces  and  silks.    They  Defj^r  succeeded. 

England,  whefe.more  power. is  eonceUtrated 
in  less  eomptfs&than  evpr. happened  to  any  other 
nation  on  earth,  with  all  her  system  of  vigor  and 
terror^  with  all  heir  fleets,  her  cui^tom-house  and 
excise  officers,  strives  in  *V9\h\  even  qew  in  time 
of  war,* to  exclude  the  wines  and  brandies  of 
Franc^.  Her  public^men  retire,  every  AutumA, 
te  the  seaobast,  where  the^  are  indulged  in  these 
luxurie^^'at  a  price  by  retail  ipss  than  her  duties. 
fixoMT  Revolution, 'though  traffic  with  the  Brit- 
ish was  punishable  by  death,  yet  the  British  army 
was  wfll.  fed.  by'  men  not  Tories,  while  the 
AcCierie'an  army  was  starving  in  New  Jersey^and 
so  naked  and  unprovided  for,-  that  their  route 
might  be  traced  by  the  bltfod  which  they  left  bey 
nind  them.  /  .  .  \     -      '  '  . 

What,  sir,  happened  Under  our  embargo  lawit, 
which  were^whenjaid,  wtse  i^  measures  of  prre- 
caution  1  Where  were  the  articles  of  provision 
that  perished  under  these  laws?  Sir.  the' casetf 
did  not'occuf.  'Everything  catculatea  frirafor- 
ejgn  market  was 'sent  abroad.  There  were  fiot 
on  hand  the  Usual  supply  df  tfae^^  articles,  when 
the  embargo  was'  removed ;  and  what  ia  more 
extraordinary,. without  any  material  alteration  in 
foreign  icountries,  thev  fell  in  prvce  in  djx  we^ks 
after  the  rernoval  of  the  embargo. 

SiV)  these  restrictions  cannpt  be  useful  in  the 
present  state  of  society.  We'mfght  inflict  very 
considerable' siiffe»rings  on  those  who  i«ljure  us,- if 
the  laws  we  make  coald  be  strictjv  executed  ;  but 
we  have  to  act  for  human  nature? as  it  is  ;  not  as 
we  might  wish  It,  nor  as  it  ought  to  be.  And  in 
the  construction  of  laws  and  regulations,  the  wis* 
dom^  of  the  legislator  is  not  more  established  bv 
the  intr^nsfc  merits  of  his  actc,  than  T)y  the  facil- 
ity and  certainty  of  their  execution.        -       '; 

History  has  proved  that  commerce  and  civili- 
zation' are  twin  sisters  l  they  •  go  h^nd-in-hand 
throug:h  the  nations  of  the  earth  j  and  he  who  at- 
tempts te  preserVi^  the  latter,  without  allowing 
the  former,  will  discover  in  the  end  his  ignorance 
of  men  and  things.  •        ^ 

Sir,  continue  youf  present  state  of  things,' and 
your  revenue  will  be  lost;  your  country  may  suf- 
fer some  for  those  articles  which  are  of  most  geh- 
eral  use,  and  consequently  the  manufacturers  of 
Britain  may  be  injured,  and  this  may  indode  ihem 
to  aet  on  their'  Government :  but  .this  nation  will 


655 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


656 


H.  OF  R. 


AddUiaruU  MUUari^  Force. 


Jahitabt,  1812. 


be  inundated  with  the  morev«laable  j^ds — ^and 
whatever  of  sufieriog  there  may  be,-  will  manifest 
iuelf  in  the  interior^    . 

While  these  considerations  lead  rae  to  a.decided 
opiaiba  a^inst  our  presenC  attitude,  and  a  regard 
for  the  Government  and  nation  inspires  me  with 
a  belief  that  it  is  improper  to  recede,  I  cannot  but 
expres3  ray  regret  at  the  prospect.of  war ;  a  regret 
which  arises,  in  some  degree,  from  a  knowledge 
of  its  eyils^— of  tbe  peaceful  character  of  our  cit- 
izens— of  the  value  of  a  citizen  in  this  new  na- 
tion-^of  the  shock  which  it  mdst  occasion  to.our 
institotions-^Biid  mor^  especially  of  .^he  present 
ttate  of  the  world,  where  no  balance  is  found* 
eitlter  on  land  or  on  water ;  and  where,  before  the 
rights  of  a  peaceful  nation  can  be  fully  enjoyed, 
a  ju^t  balance  must  Be^reated  for  each  element. 

Yet,  with  all  these  objections,  I  am  constrained-, 
by  a  sense  of  doty,  to  give  my  vote'  for  these  war 
measures.         ^      * 

Having  thus  stated  the  motives  which  will  in- 
duce' me  to  vote  for  the  army,  I  proceed  to  re^ 
tnark,  that  I  would  'be  understood  as  voting  ao 
army  for  the  efficient  purposes  of  war,  not  as  a 
means  of  negoiiatiou..  I  pray,  to  God,  .that  he 
may  open  the  eyes  of  the  British  Government  to 
the  interests  of  their  renowned  nation,  and  save 
ua,  them,  and  the  world,  from  the  evils  of  the  im- 
pending conflict.;  by 'inducing  them  to  return  to 
us  our  injured  seamen  ;  to  refrain  from  further 
jmpresisments,  and  according  to  their  promise,  to 
revoke  their  Orders  in  Council  and  blockades,  un- 
supported by  competent  force. 

But  on  our  part,  negotiation  is,  and  ou^ht  to  be 
ended.  We  cannot  offer  any  new..pfoposition« 
Our  Administration  has  exhausted  their  own, 
our,  and  the  nation^sj>atience.  'The  season  of 
aetion  has -arrived.  We  have  evinced  eveiy  dis- 
position to  copciHafie — to  make  reasonable  aliow- 
aace*  for  the  unprecedented  condition  of  Europe, 
and  to  yield  those  portions  of  out-  neutral  rigntjs 
which  are  not  considered  essential  to  our  exig- 
ence as  a  nation..  Instead  of  corresponding  sen- 
timents of  friendship,  and  perhaps,  I  mav  say,  of 
sympathy,  we  have  met  with  accumulated  insults. 
Our  citizens  are  impressed  and  coinf  elled  to  fiffht, 
not  only  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  but  their 
own  friends  and  kindred.  In  every  sea  our  flag 
is  violated,  and  our  merchants  are  robbed  of  their 
hard-earned  wealth,  and  even  the  products  of  our 
soil.  In  our  owa  waters,  our  citizens,  is  their 
lawful  pursuits,  have  been  inhumanly  murdered,, 
and  our. towns  partially  invested  :  to  6ap  the  cli* 
max.  $he  now,  after  a  fruitless  war  with  France 
of  eighteen  y^ars-rafterher  own  promise  to  revoke 
her  Orders  in  Council,  when  the  French  edicts 
were  revoked,  refuses  to  remove  her  obstructions 
to  commerce,  according  to  her  promise;  an4, 
affainst  every  rule.of  the  law  of  nations,  demands 
of  us,  most  of  whose  articles  are  excluded  from 
European  commerce,  to  dictate  to  Europe  tbe 
terms  on  which  Britisn,  not  Americau,  goods  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Uontioent.'  A  proposition 
ao  monstrous  cannot  be  the  subject  of  a  discussion. 
It  bespeaks  a  determinatioii  to  rule  us,  and  can 


only  beunswared  by  ai^  appeal  to  the  God  of 
Battles. 

Sir,  as  to  the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill,  I 
have,  at  times,  entertained  doubts.  It,  at  first  view, 
appeared  to  me  scarcely  equal  to  the  attain- 
ment of  >our  objects.  ^Again,  I  reflected  on  the 
spirit  of  our  yeomanry — on  their  readiness^  to 
avenge  oClr  country^s  wrongs — on  the  discipline 
and  militarv  skill  of  that  section  of  (he  Union  to 
which  .1  belong:  I  speak  doly  of  that  aection,  sir, 
because  I  ktiow  butiitUe  of  the  state  of  the  mi- 
litia out  of  New  England;  and  I  thought  we 
might  safely  rely,  on  a  smaller  regular  army  at 
first,  and  'a  large  volunteer  force. 

But,  sir,  reflecting;  on  the  history  of  our  Revo- 
lution— on  th^  time  nepessary  to  train  troops  for 
the  field,  »on  the  evils  resulting  from  volunteeia 
withdrawing  from  the^rrice  at  a  critical  mo- 
lten t,  on  the  double  expense  of  marahiof  one 
coq>s  to,' while  another  is  marching  from  the  Army, 
on  the  double'loss  of  the  labor  of  these  men  from 
the  pursuits  of  a$rr!culture,apd  on  the  sage  advice 
of.theimmortal  WAaHiNOTOx,  so  repeatedly  girea 
to  the  Revolutionary  Congress':  I  am  led  conclu- 
sively to  the  opinfoti,  that  the  true  interests  of  tbe 
natio;i  require  that  we  should  raise  the  fall  com- 
plement of  men  in  this  bill  pieptioned.  . 

In  additioii  to  these.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  eorpa  of 
at  l^aa^  fifty  thousana  volunteers.  It  is  not  prir- 
dent  'to  despise  any  enemy,  iDore  especially  Great 
Britain,  who  rides  dueeo  of  the  Waters ;  mail, 
notwithstanding  all  her  employment  for  troops, 
may  furnish  tbe  Canadas  with  a  considerate 
av ray.  At  this  moment,  air,  her  regular  force  ia 
Canada  is  not  contemptible.  Shehaa  there  about 
eight  thousand  disciplined  iroops,  and  twelve 
thousand  volunteer  militia,  who  have  baeii  oeca- 
sionaUy  trained  for  two  years.  She  has  every 
munition' of  war;  her  forts  are  atrong-^particu- 
larly  Q,uebec.  On  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the 
srreat  Western  waters,  ^he. has  vessels  of  war  and 
forces  to  be  overpowered.  She  will  have  all  her 
armies  well  provided,  and  her  posts  well  provis- 
ioned foe  a  great  length  of  time.  The  population. 
(whiish  prvKlence  requires  that  we  should  over- 
come) is  at  least  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousaocf; 
which  will  fitlow  of 'her  drawing  forth  an  addi- 
tional body  of  thirty  thousand- militia.  Nor  ace 
we  to  stop  here;  Our  .re«;iments  will  never  be 
filled  with  an  eflicient  soldiery  for  field'  service : 
we  ^nnot  calculate,  to  fight  our  battles,  on  more 
than  two^birds'of.the  number  w6  enlist.  •  Many 
of'these  niust  be  employed  on  difierent  services; 
you  will  have  to  garrison  their  forts  after  ukio^ 
tbem  ;  you  will  have  to  command  all  tbe  rivers 
and  passes  into  aiid  put  of  the  country ;  yoa  will 
have  convoys  for  provisions  {  mevt  to  guard  your 
camps,  and  all  the  evils  to  encounter 'Which  are 
incident  to  an  invading  force. 

Our  efibrts  will  not  be  limited  to  this  enterprise. 
We  have«  frontier  of  savages,  for  seventeen  hun- 
dred miles,  to  bridle  and  hold  in  awe ;  and  a  sea- 
coast  of  as  many  more^  to  {^oteot  and  defend. 
On  which  coast  there  are' many  cities  of  ^reat 
value,  and  consequently  presenting  great  objects 
of  plunder.    Nor  will  your  able  and  wily  enemy 
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forget  the  moath  of  the  Mississippu— the  posses- 
sion of  Florida,  or  that  durable  eril,  which  tfll 
iHiderstaiMl,  And  do  one  ou^ht  to  depict.* 

Yet  we  hare  not  foand  a  Hmit  for  'vocrr  efforts : 
tiie  province^  of  NeW.BrUQswiok  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia must  fall.  The  Bahamas  mast  do  longer  aDDoy 
ns.  As  lon^  as  they  and  Halifox'fuVBisU  the 
fleets  of.£ngiaad  with  water,  naval  stores,  docks, 
wharves,.  (Su;.,  so  igng,  in  war,  this  nation  will  be 
grievously  «Dnoyed. 

This  is  a  jost,  thou(;h  faiot  ptctare  of  the  efforts 
yoii  ikre^o  make,,  and  these' effbrts  are.to  be  eon- 
tinue^  for  a  length  of.  time.  The  idea  which- 
some  advance  of. a  momentary^  conflipt,  hi  my 
opinion  is  unfooncfed.  One  Dation  may  induce  to 
war — although  that  is-irot  our  casei — it  takes  two< 
to  return  to  peace.  Stilly  I  believe' the  Energies 
and  means  or  ihe  nation  are  adequate  to  Its  >ezi- 
gencies.  ^I  believ^  we  ought  not  to  despond  ;'  on' 
the  contrary.  I  have  ^o  doubt  VesharlTetire  from 
the  wjBLt  with  increased  strength  and  vigor.  At 
the  same  time,  I  dp  not  consider  that  this  conflict 
U  to  be  likened  (o  a  party  of  pleasure,  or  thatthe 
^reat  and  permanent  objects  of  the.  war  are  te  be 
gained  and  held  ezclusfvet^r  by  volunteers.  ' 

Sir,  the  spirit  ot  the  nation  is,roused.  It  d^* 
Txrands  of  us  firm  and  stf  ong  measures.  The  pub- 
lic mind, inflamed  by  Midignities  offered,  is  turned 
ti7  war.  ^To  make  it,  is  not  only  our  policy,  buL 
our  duty.''  Tamake.it  successfully,  useful^  to 
the  nation,  usefully  to  the  Government,  requires 
only  vigqr  aijd  energy.  The  war,  to  rem§in  pop- 
ular, must  be  brilliant-r-and  Jiberat  ezpcDdttUres 
and  an  overwhelmisg  jforo^Mn*the*oi]tset,  will^  in 
the  end,  be  the  true  ^oifonay  of  blood  and  treasure. 

•Within  our  teach/ a)re  the  amU^le  means  of  re- 
dress. The' northern  provinces  of, Britain  are  to 
us  gmeatand  valuable  objects.  Once  secured  tp 
this  Republic,  and  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Lal^es  become  the  Baltic,  and  more  than  the  Bal- 
tic to  America^  north  of  them  a  population  of 
four  millions  may  easily  be  supported  ;  and  this 
great  outlet fof  tbe  northern  world,  should  be  at 
our  command^  for  our  convenience  and  future  se- 
curity* ,  To  me,  sir,  it  ap|iears  that  the  Author  •f 
Nature  has  marked,  our  limits  in  the  south,  hf,  t^e 
Qulf  of^exico;  and  on  the  north,  by  th^re^ions 
of  eternal  frost.  *  . 

I  cannot  close  these  observations,  without  re- 
marking on  what. fell  from  an  honorable  member 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Trouf;)  when  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  which  em- 
braced, the  preWnt  subject  in  its.ii[b&.tract  form,  was 
before,  this  House.  The  egptleman  remarked, 
^'That  ten  thousand  British  troops  coald  march 
from  Canada  to  Boston."  Sir)  I  do  not  doubt  the 
sin^eftty  or  patriotism  of  that  gentlemanf  but  his 
remark  evinced  a  want  of  knowledge,  iiv relation 
to  the  country  of  which  he  spoke.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  turn  te  the  pages  of  the  Revoli|tiooftry 
war,  he  will  find  that  Great  Britain,  with  armies 
of  forty  thousand'  men,  never  pitched  a  tent  in 
New  Elngland,  except  in  the  then  wilds,  of  Ver- 
mont.   He  will  'flnu;  that  the.pYide  o(  England 
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WAS  tmmbled  aft  Bread's  HiH,  by  men  called  from 
their  farads,,  by  the  tolling >^of  the  village  bells  ; 
He  wilt  find  that  a6  army  of  nearly  the  number 
which  he  mentioned,  was  crippled  by  the,immor- 
tal  Starke,  arid  surrendered  to  Gates  at  Sara- 
toga, who  had  but  few -troops,  except  the  eastern  i 
yeomancy.  By.  examining  the  pages,  of  -history 
he  will  find,  that  no  hostile  fpree  ever  pi^ssed  the 
smooth  flowing  waters  of- the  Connecticut:  por, 
sir,  do  I  hesitate  to  say,«that  the  army  which. con- 
quered at  Austerlitz  could  not  march  through 
New  £(aglaod«    , 

This,  sir,  is  not  gasconade — {or, .should  the  trial 
ever  arrive,  I  pledge  myself*  to  my  nation  and  my 
countr^ineD,  to  unite  wi^h'  the  hardy  and  patripttc 
sons  of  .the  North,  in  repelling  every  hostile  foe. 

Mr.  WiDOERT  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  SHEFFET)bad  said,  (his  country  is' 
not  competent  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Bfitaip, 
This,  said  Mr.,W.,'is  nothing  new.  When  we 
were  about  to  enter, u(>on  our  Revolutionary  war^ 
we  were  told  that  Great  Briiainf  ruled  the  world,, 
and  that,  if  we  attempted  to  go  to  war.wi(h  her, 
we  should  be  beaten,  and  considered  -^nd  tfeated 
as  rebels  to-oar  Kipg. .  Ipd^^d}  this  was.  so  confi- 
deniiy  said,  that  he  was  at  first  inclined  to  believcf 
it.^  It  was.^^e  time  befpre  he  could  persuade 
himself  that  two  rnillionsof  undisciplined  Amer- 
icans^ could  cope  with  the  British  nation,  then  in 
her  full  tide  ot  prosperity.  But,  said,  he,  we  did 
not  stop  then  toinqui/e^nrhether  any  of  our  neigh- 
bors wanted  great  coats  or  blankets.  Though  we 
Were  then  in  onr  fnfaDcy,  we  entered  into  the 
contest  with  a  determination  to  succeed ;  and  it 
ia  wellknown  that  we  captured  two  of  her  armies ; 
and  if  we  could  do  this  in  our  infancy;. when  we 
had  to  contend  with  Enemies  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  in  our  own  houses,  are  we  now,  said  he, 
to  b^  told,  when  all  are  imanimous,  that  we  are 
not  able  to  dontend  witb  the  British ;  but  that  w6 
miist,like  cowardly  poltroons, surrender  ourselves, 
and  leave  our  descendants  in  the  hands  of  tyrants  i 
He  trusted  not*  •.  We  are  now,  said  he,  three  tjmes 
then  umber  we  were  then.  We  then  met  the  Brit- 
ish with  ef(ect,aDd  surely  we  can  do  so'now. 
^  But,  we  are  told,  a  war  will-be  very  expensive.  . 
Chanted.  What  is  money  1  What  is  all  our  prop- 
erty, compared  with  our  honor  and  our  libeHy? 
It  is  not  commerce  only  for^whi^  we  are  about 
to  figlit,  but  for  our  freedom  also :  nor  had  we  ever  > 
so  favorable  a  tihie  as  the  present  for  making  a 
stand.  Nations,  said  h6,  eoftsider  their  own  inter- 
est $  and  if  Great  Britain  consider^ her's,  she  has 
morel- to  do  at  home  than  she  can  mi(nage;  but, 
if  she  will  persist^in  keeping  io^  force  her  Orders 
in  Council,  we  must  defend  our  rights. 

But,  we  are  told;  (he  ctcizens  of  this  country 
will  not  enter  intd  the  war.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, believe  that  the  frecborn  sobs  of  America 
would  lie  down,  under  a  calculating.avarice,  and 
see  their  commerce  and  lUierties  destroyed,  If 
this  were  to  be  the  case,  he.did  not  wish  to  live 
any  longer.  If  a  Goveriiraedt  is  not  worth  sup- 
porting wkh  our  lives,  it  is  not  worth  havings 

But,  we  are  g^ng  to  enter  into  a  duixotic  war 
for  hODor,  says  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    He 
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was  sorry^  at  this  time  of  dav,  to  hear  the  honor 
of  a  Datios  spoken  of  so  ligbtlf.  Would  it  not  be 
dishonorable  in  a  nation  to  give  up  her  acknowl- 
edged rights  witbbut'  resistance  ?  The  same  rea- 
soning would  lead  a  man^when  he  was  struck  by 
another,  td  endeavor  to  make  his  escape  ;  and  if 
he  cQuld  90trun  his  assailant,  it  w^uld  be  well. 
Or,  if  a  ipaa  takes  pOss^sgi/kn  of  yopr  house,  on 
the^ame  principle  you  roust  leaye  him  there, ancl 
escape  to  your  fa|rn,  for.  fear  of  entering  into  any 
scuffle  with  him.  If,  said  he,  we  mekn  to  act  in 
this  way,  Wf  had  better  break  up  and  go  home. 
Before  Congress  mOit)  all  parts  of  the  country  were 
anxious  that  they  shoold  get  togeUier;  The  peo- 
ple fjplt  the  country  was  insulted, and  they  wished 
their  wrongs  redressed.  But  if,  after  we  get  here, 
we  do  }nothing,«we  had  better  have  remained  at 
home.  It  had  beeo  said,  that  the  Briliish  would 
lay  wfliste  our  cities  $'  tint,  where,  sai^  be,  will  be 
odr  gunboats  at  that  tim'e  ?  Woile  they  are  sta-- 
tioned^in  our  harbors,  he  defied  any  British  ve»^ 
aeiff  of  war  frotn  entering  to  do  any.  serious  mis- 
chief. He  had  a  hight>pinion  of  the  usefulness 
of  our  gunboats  fo|^  the  protection  of  oar  harbors. 

•  But,  it  was  asked,  will  yoq  take  adrantage  of 
Great  Britain,  when  she  is  fighting  the  battles  of 
the  world  ?  She  is. not  fighting: our  battles ;  and 
if  she  continues  to  use  as  as  she  has  done^I  would 
take  eyery  advantage  of  her.  Indeed,  w»  mjjst 
either  ^ve  up  our  oonunerce  entirely,  or  defend 
ourselves  against  that  rower.  God  and  Nature 
have  eiven  us  an  ^tteosrve  seacoast)  and  we  ought 
to  make  a  proper  use  of  it.  • 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  Grreat 
Britain  hasji  right  to  lake  her  subjects  from  90 
board  our^yessels^  This,  Mr.  W.' defied.  ,  After 
they  had  'been'  duly  naturalized  id  this  coiintry, 
they  were  as  nquch  our  citizens  as  if  they  had  been* 
born  here.'  But,  said  Mr.  Ty.,  they. not. only  seize 
men  of  this  description,  but  native-born  .citizens. 
I  know  it :  I  have  seen  se^ral  ^hom  I  know  to 
to  be  of  this  de6cription--*'8ons'of  my  neighbors. 

The  Army  now  proposed  lobe  r%ised  had  been 
compared  to  that  raised  in  1798 ;  but  he  said  the 
comparison  would,  not  hold.  That  Army  was 
raised  under  the  pretence  of  meeting  a  French 
invasion,  when  it  was  known  France  ha(|.not  a 
vessel  Which  could  leave  her  ports.  Much  was 
said  about  the  ship.  Ocean  and  her  passengers 
being  taken,  but  rhey  afterwards  arrived  in  this 
coanlry  in  safetv.  .The  people  of  the  Unfted 
States  wvre  not  like  the  people  of  Europe,  who 
knew  nothiz^  butthe  trades  at  which  they  worked 
for  their  living — saw  that  the  ta4k  of  French  in-* 
vasion  bad*  no  foundation,  and  they  would  not 
enter  theArn^y.  But  the  case  is  very  different 
now.  The  people  know  the  object  for  which  the 
Army  is  to  be  t-aised— they  feel  it* and  they  will 
fight  in  defence  of^heir  country.' 

Mr.  McKiM  conceived  it  to  be  his  doty  ^0  offer 
a  few  observations  on'  this-  bill,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Speffet)  had  ^ftid  that  our  exports  to  France 
and  ber^dominions  amountc»l  only  to  two  millions 
a  year.  For  himself,  he  did  not  consider  the 
injury  of  which  we  complained  as  a  pecuniary 


injury ;  iuwas  the  loss  of  a  right  to  aeod  our  c 
merce  to  anycoubtry  which' we  choose;  for  the 
prohibitiotr^f  the  British  excludes  us  from  trad* 
ing  to  the  United  Netherlands,  Hamburg,  an'd  Bre- 
men, France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy ;  to  which 
places  hefound^'by  a. recurrence  10  the  retams 
from  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  year  1810, 
'wo  exported  g^oods  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
t«i^i^tj-five  millionsof  dbllars;  so  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  .Virginia  has  made  an ' error  in  his 
statement  of  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  And 
a  large  pr^ortion  bf  the  gentlemtn'a  argament 
bjeiog  drawn  from  this  statement^  it  of  coorfe  iuu 
no  foundation.    '  •*         , 

Mr.  SaEPFn^r  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Mary lafid  had  included  nothing  In  hia  esti- 
mate but  our  own  prod  lie  ts?    * 

Mr.  MdRiM  replied,  that*  hris  statements  in- 
cluded the  whole  amount  of  our  exports  to  the 
placA  which  he  bad  jjnealioped,  as  he  considered 
it.  immaterial  whether  we  exported  our  own  pro* 
duc^  br  the  produce  of  the  West  India  Islands 
which  had  been  received  in  return  for  thai  pro- 
duce..  He  had  included  Spain  and  Portagaly 
though  there  had  been  a^ubseqUent  permissioa 
ifdy  our  Vessels  to  *  go  to  those  ports ;  bat  he  had 
saidLnothrng  of  the  ports  of  the  Adriatic,  as  his 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  that  country  was 
not  sufficient  to  aseertam  the  precise  ext^t  of 
the  British  blockade.  If,  said  Mr.  McKIm,  Great 
Britain  shall  be  permitted  to  interdict  as  from  a 
commerce  anoounting  to  twenty-five  mtUiooan 
irear,  what  is  (o  hinckr.her  from  iDterdietiag-  oa 
from  carrying  6n  any.^wmitlerce  whatever^  bat 
it  i^as  not  the  pecuniary  loss,  great  as  it  was,  of 
which  he  princf{)aMy  complained,  it  was  the  de- 
privation of  an  inJispnted  eight,  which  it  was 
our  duty  to  ^aintain  at  all  hazards ;  for,  if  we 
give  up'one  right,  w^  gite  a  niortgage  upon  and 
endanger  all  oar  rights.*  For  his  part,  he  was 
for  malting  a^tand  on  the  present  occasion,  that 
we  might  piissldowB  our  rights  undiminished  10 
our  posterity.  *       /     .  •       ., 

Mr.  Sbeffct  said,  in  hi^  esiitbates,  he  had 
confined  himself  to  the  exports  of  our  prodoe- 
tioD's;  abd  not  the  export  of  articles  of  foreign 
growfb,  and  insisted  upob  the.  corrjectnesiB  of  his 
statements. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  tomakeafewpbsermtioas 
on  the  passage  of  the^biU.  H^iipprehended  great 
i neon venieiices  would  ai'ise  from  the  passage  of 
the  bill  in  its  present  form,  on  account  of  its 
cpn raining  11  different  arrangement  for  nisiag 
tire  trocpsfrom  any  other  establishmeat  in  the 
nation..  Will  UQt^  said  he,  every  n^w  organizn- 
libn  in  the  Ariny  introduce  discoi;dance?  Have 
we  not  seen  the  effects  produced  by  having  two 
differently  constructed  corps  already,  ^nd  will 
not  the  inconvenience  be  ■increased'  by  a  third? 
He  was  willing  to  have  voted  for  the  10,000  men 
asked  Tor  by  the  EUecutive,  and  would  afterwards 
have  gone  farther,  if  necessary.  *  But  he  disliked 
the  proposed  arrangement.  Had  there  been  anf 
complaints^  he.a8ked,  pf  our  old  organization? 
h  qarried  us  through  the  Revohition,  and  he 
thought  might  still  be  relied  upon.    In  propor- 
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tioD  as  differeot  arran^meots.are  imfladucfcdiiito 
the  Army,  mil  you  iDtrodvce-  dLnccHKlaace.  and 
confusion.  An  army  should  he  Imt  one  Wdy, 
and  oQgbt  to  be  mered  Jbut  by  one  souT. 

It  a|kpeated  to  bim  that  this  objection  was  a 
my  mfiterial  one  to  the  bill^  and,  if  he  believBd 
such  a  motion  would  prevaih  he  would  now 
rao7e'  to  recommit  the  bill,  in  order  thiat  these 
troops -might  be  pot  upon  the  same  plan  with 
those  already  Inexisieaee.  He  had  another  ob- 
jection to  tae  bill, .in  its  present. form.  In  the 
clause  giving  land  to  the  ioMiers  there  is.no  pro- 
Tision  which  probibit^lhem  fKomdis^o^ing'of  it, 
which  there  certainly  ought  to.  b^.  But  he  had 
no  hdpe  of  getting  aoy  amendihent  to  the  bill 
after  he  had  seen  tne  manner  in  which  other  at- 
tempts at  amendment  4)tad  been  made.  Com- 
parisons had  been  made,  Mr.  M.  said,  between 
the  tithes  of  1798  and  the  presenf.  There  was 
no  likeness  except  in  t^i^r:  (t  was  tliea  usaal  for 
Conjfress  to  pass. one  bill,  in  order  t.o  make  ft 
necessary  to  pass  another.  What  was  tbe  situa- 
tion ofthinffs  at  that-time?,  It  h>d  been'^mphat- 
kally  called  the  «  Reign  of  Terror.".  Was  not 
the  Rogue'«  Marcl^  played  at  the  door  oT  one  of 
the  most  distioguished  members  .of  the  then  Con^ 
grewt;  and  other' acts  .of .  extra vligance  done,  and 
was  not  the  Sedition  Act  passed  to  prevent  ua 
from  complaining? 

J  Mr.  M.  said,. he  i(hould  have  been,  glad  to  have 
voted  for  the  bilh  bitt  for  the  objections  wbtch  he 
had  stated  to.it.  Hebelieveaevery  gentlemi^ti 
was  satipiied  that 'something  must  be  dpne;  but 
be  did  not  like  to  pass  one  bill  to  make  another' 
necessary. . 

The  party  which  opposed  the.  raising  of  the 
Army  in  1798,  did  not  beliere  it  was  intendjBd  to 
operate  against  B*rance,,  bedause  they  could  see 
no  object  <m  wh^ch  it'  could  be  *  eiriployed'.— 
They  saw  the-  black  cockade  mounted,  and  they 
beard' evel'y  One  denounced  who  did  not  mount 
it.  But  there  is  nothing  like  this  now.  If  we. 
say  we  will  not  defend  our  ri^bt  tpefttfyourpror 
duce  to  a  market^  it  is'  not  worth  ouf  wbi)e  to 
Aake  it.  IF  you  give  Op  an  acknowledged  risrht,' 
ypu  aclmowi^dgtf  some  superior  power.*  Why 
did  We  lay  the  embav^go,  ana  pass  our  restrictive 
laws,  but  to  avoid  the  shuation  into  which  we 
have  now  got?  He  approved  of.  one  of  those 
measures,  but  not  of  the  .rest,  .  If  Great  Britliid 
would  only  do  what  France  has  t)oo%.  there 
would  be  an  end  «f  the  dispute.  Is>here  a  man 
in  the 'House  that  wishes  another  atten^pt  ai  ne- 
gotiation, or '  one  that  wishes  to  go  to  .war  if  it 
could  possibly  be  avx)ided  ? ' 

We  are  now,  said  ^Mr.  M.,  appfoaching  that 
state  of  tbioffft  which  we  ought  to  have  come  to 
I  years  ago. .  U  we  <$annot  filght  .by  paper  restric- 
tions, we^Qst  meet  force  by  force.  '  if  we  oan^ 
I  not  do  this,  it  is  titne  we  put  ourselves  under  the 
(  protection  of  some  other  Power.  Every  attempt 
I  which  has  beeu  made  to  keep  qS  the  approacn* 
;  ing  crisis  has  proved  inefifectdal.  As  soon  as  the 
I  Hornet,  which  carried  out  the  President's  M'es- 
I  sage,  and  the  report  of  the  Commitlee  of  Foreign 
I        Relslfions^returaa,.  if  no  ledrass  is  offered,'  we 


most  go  to'  #aT.  For  where  is  the  difference  be* 
^ween  stoppings  our  produce  between  New  York 
and  Albany,  and  stopping  it  between  New  York 
and  any  other  market  ?       . 

No  gentleman  has  yet  pointed  out  any  other 
courses.  Even  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
SiiBFTEY,)  whose  talents  he  very^much  admired, 
though  he  had  objected  to  the  course  propoped, 
had  not  offered  any  other. 

Much  had  beeq  said  about  the -Strength  of  this 
Gtovernmenti  8ome  think  it  i^  not  strong  enough ; 
but  if  there  bb  any  strong  Gk»vernmem^  in  the 
wotM  it  must  be  this  Government,  and  what 
givesMt  this  streagrth  is  the  attachipent  of  the 
people  to  it ;  and  it  is  as  strong  under  an  unpop- 
,ular  as  a  popular  Administration,  becfiuse  the 
people  know  there  is  a  time  approach  ing  •when 
they  can  change,  the  Adfiainistratiop,  if- they  do 
'not  like.it. 

With  respect  to  onr.fettiag  an  arm^r,  it  will 
depend  very  maclvupoil  the  persons  appointed  for 
officers;  if  they  be  men  fn  Whom  the  peoplq  have 
confidence,,  wo'shftil  get  an  army;'  but  if  not,  we 
shall  get  no  army.  -     ' 

There  was  somethingin  the  history  of  our  af' 
'fiiirs  with  Great  Britain  whf4;h.  had  not  beeh 
.iheationed,  whi^h  goes  to  show"  the  strong  elaira 
whiclf  this  Goreroment  has^upon  iQreat  Briuin: 
.He  meant  the  oonddct  of  Sir  WilliaRii  Scoit,  io 
declining  io  give'  judgment' in  the  case  of  the 
Fox,  wh^>  he  beard  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
cpee>  Were  repealed;  So  strongly  Was  he  per- 
suaded that  the  Orders  in  Council  wotrid  be  re« 
pealpd  in  consequence,  thai  he  stopped  all  pro* 
ceedings  la  the>case  of  lh^  vessel  under  copsid- 
eration  until  he'  received  instructions  from  the 
Ministry.  * 

Something  had' been  saic^  on  the  subject  of  onr 
export  trade.  There  was  only  one  way,  in  the- 
present  state  of  thin^,  to  come  at  a  knowledge 
of  that.  We  can  never  tell  where  the  artictes 
erxported  are  consumed.  Two-thirds  of  the  lo-^ 
bacco  shipped  -from  this  ieountry  are  shipped  to 
England,  tnoc^h  one-seventh ,  is  only  consumed 
in  that  coQntsy.  .  The  usual  Way  is  to  ship  to 
Cowesand  a  market.'  No  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  the  custoYn-house  (books,  except  as  to  the 
total  amount  of  exports  and  *jm ports. 

But  the  real  q«iestion  is  not,  as  has  been  stated, 
the  amount  of  the  los$  we  sustain.  If  jour  trade 
'he"  confined,  howeVer;  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
possessions,  our  pitiduce  will  not  pay  for  its 
freight;  a«  it  is' well  known'that  a  great  part  of 
what  was  heretofore  sent  thither  vras  consumed 
on  the  Coniineot,  wbich'couid  not  now  be  the 
ease. 

If  we « are  to  have  war,  said  Mr,  M^  it  is  not 
souffhtby  us.  Jfit  weri?,  there  would  have  been 
no  delay.'  The  Hornet  would  not  have  been  sent 
to  England- as.  iC  last  step,  or  he  might  call  it  a 
step  beyond' the  last.  If  ever  a  Government 
showed  a  disposition  to  remain  at  peace,  this 
Gdvernment  bad  shown  that  disposition  for  the 
last  seven  or  eight  y«ars.    ^  •  ' 

Some  gentlemen  appear  to  believe  that  we  are 
not  yet  approaahing  the  crisiiof  War ;  bpt  he  did 
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believe  it,  and  tbe  nation  at  l^ge  l>elie\r»  it,  and 
are  sow  reflecting  upon  it  in  the.  most  serious 
maaoer.  We  hear  no  noise  about  it  as  in  1798 ; 
there  are  do  noisf  boyspnning  about  the  streets; 
but  the  people 'a4  large  are  reflecting  upon  our. 
situation  ;  they  see  we  must  either  go  1o  v^r,  or 

ive  up  our  right  to  export  anything  we  make. 

fo  fflaD)  said  he,  would  willingly  engage  a  high- 
wayman ^  you  would  rather  he  should,  keep  out 
of  your  way  y  but  if  he  made  an  attack  upon  you, 
you  Would  ootsuffer  yourself  to  be  robbed  with-' 
out  resistance.  Mr.  M.  sincerely  hoped  that  war 
might  be  avoided,  byGreat  Britain  consenting  to 
do  us  justice  by  the  return  of  the  Hornet ;  but  if 
we  engage  i^n  the  war,  he  liad  no  doubt  that^he' 
spirit- and  perseyefauce  wi;h  which,  it  will  be 
carried  on  will  equal  the  long  sufieringand  for- 
bearance whL&h  we  have  shown  before  we  were 
brought  into  this  situation.- 

From  the  day  of  Our  independence  to  the  pres- 
ent, he  belieyed  that  Great  Bricaii>'  had  a  most 
inveterate  hatred  agiCinst  this  country.  He  did 
not  believ'e  anything  of  one  nation  having  (ove- 
for  another ;  and  the  situation  of  that  country 
and  this  ha«  something  peculiar  in  it.  We  Were 
their  colonies^  and  got  clear  of  theo^ ;  and  so  long 
as  the  present  ffenerration  exists,  they  cannot  love 
us.  Noi^  do  f  imagitae.  thauthe  present  ruler  of 
prance  has  any  great  lov«  for  us-;,  the  form  of 
our  Government  is  too  free  for  him: 

Mr.  M.  said,  every,  restrictive  measure'  having 
been  resorted  to  in  vain;  and  all  our  attempte  at 
negotiation  having-f^iled,  the  nation  is  preparing 
for  the  last  resort  of  Kings^and -of  Republics  too. 
Bat  now  w.e  are  told  we  cannot  contend  with 
Great  Britain.  Put  we  ^ost  eitl^er  contend  with 
her,  or  surrender  our  right  to  export  any  of  our 
surplvis  produce. :  But  why  not  contend,  with 
h^r  ?  Let  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  weknow 
what' .to-  do.  We  ctnce  v|icceede4  with  paper 
money,  and  if  we  were  driven  to, that  necessity, 
we  could  succeed  again  with  it^  We  have  n6w 
manufactories  of  arms  and  m'upitioas  of  war,;ind 
whether  money  could,  be  raised  or  not,  if  ever 
this  nation  engages  'in  war,  she  engages-n^ver  to 
sarrender  her  rights,  ^very  war  is  an  evil,  and 
amongst  the  greatest  of  evils  ;^  hot  we  are  com^ 


pelled  k)  figh.t  or  give  up  what  yr^  have,  except 
the  return  of  the  H< 
(ion  of  things. 


the  return  of  the  Hornet  should  alter  the  sit\ia- 


No  man.  /said  Mr.  M.^  would  have  more  pletfs- 
tt^e  to  see  but  differences  accommodated  with 
Great  Britain  tnan  I  should ;  but  if  this  cannot 
be  effected,  w«  nau^t  change  our  situation ;  and 
though  he  could  not  vote  Tor  thi^  bill,  foi*  the  rea- 
sons which  he  had  stated,  he  should  go  on  with 
measures  for  putting  the  nation  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence. 

It  had  been  said,  that  stag^ding  armies  are  <lan« 
gerous  to  liberty.  He  believed  it;  biit  war  can- 
not be  carried  on  without  them.  The  war  which 
tbe  United  States  are  about  to  enter  into  is  not 
of  the  character  which  has  been  giyen  lo  it.  He 
meant  a  war  for  the  sake  of  conquest.  Its  object 
ta  to  obtain  tbe  privilege  of  carrying  the  produce 
of  our.  lands  to  a  market.  -  It  is  properly  a  warof 


defence  ;•  but  he  believed  no  war,  after  it  was  en- 
tered^ into,  continued  long  to  be  strictly  of  that 
character.     *  .  '      » 

A%  10  meeting  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean,  no 
one  contemplates  that;  as  every  cent  expended 
in  repairing,  the  rotten  hulks  of  our  vessek  wouM 
be  thrown  away  as  to  the  object  of  the  war. 

The  House  rose  at  5  o'clock,  without  taking 
the  question  on  tbe  passage  of  the  bill.  . 


'  M ON  DA 7,  January  6. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  NaVy,  in  pursnance  of 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  26th  ultimo  re- 
questing a  statement  of  the  vesaels  which  had 
been  repaired  since,  the  year  -1810,  and  the  cost 
thereof;  which  was  ordered  to  be.printed. 

Mr.  Grundt,  from*  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relation?,  to  whooi  w^  recommitted  the  bill  ta 
authorize  the  Pcestdeni  of  jthe  United  States  to 
-acpept  and  organize  certain  volunteer,  military 
corps,  reported  the  bill,  with  amendmi^ca ;  which 
were  read,  and^together  with  the  bill,'coflimitted 
to  a  Committee^of  the  Whole  x>n  W^nesday 
next. 

Mr.  D.  R.  W11.LIAMS  sKid,  b^  Rn  act  of  1908,  a 
regiment  of  light  infantry  was  directed  lobe  raised. 
This  was  consideired  by  the  Secretary  of  War  as 
horse  artillery;  but  ijie  bill  did  not  proride-for 
mounting  them.  He  .therefc^re  introduced  a  bill 
supplementary  to  an.  act  for  raising, -for  a  limited 
time,  an  additional . military  force;  which  waa 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

DISTRICT  AlVD  CIRCUIT  COURTS. 
fiJir.  fiLACK.L]£nGE  said,  it  was.  represented  to 

•him  a^  necessary  to  make  some  alteration  in  the 
limes  of  holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 

, States.  ^  Indeed,  he  ^new.  that  it  was  impossible 
tp  hold  ihem  in  a  nroper  manner  at  present, as  they 
were  held  at  Wilmington,  Pfewbern,  and  £dea- 
ton,  and  noj  more,  than  ten  days  was  allowed  for 
tbe  purpose.  *He  therefore  proposed  the  follow- 
ing resolutipn : 

*<  ^eaohtdf  That  a  cotamittec^be  appointed  to  inqaira 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  boUliogtba 
bi^trict  Courte  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
North  Carolina,  and  that  they  haye  leave  to,  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise." 

M^.  B.  said,'it  h^i  also  been  represented  to  him 
•that,  at  present,  the.  law  does  not  require  any  se- 
curity  to  be  given  in;cases  of  appeal  from  the  DiV 
t rlcX  to  t h e<  C ircu  i  t  Cou r ts.  He,  therefore,  offered 
the  following  resolution : 

<*  Re$ohed,  That  a  con^mittee  be  appointed  to  inqnirs 
into  the*  expediency  of  requiring  security  to  be  gifen 
.  in  bases  of  appeal  firom  tbe  District  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  Cirt4iit  Courts,  antjl  thai  they  report 
.  by  bill  or  otherwise."  *        •'.»-. 

The  resolutions  werea^eed  to,  and  committees 
of  five  members  appointed  upon  each.     ^ 

COMPENSATION  OP  REVENUE  OFFICEBa 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
M^abi^  to  whom:  waa  recommitted  their  report  of 
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the  thirtieth.  uUimo,  on  the  several  petitipos  pf  the 
coHectors  of  the  ports  ef  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  Plynioatb,  (Massachusetts,)  and  the  oaral  of- 
ficer oi  th^  pofrt  of  Philadelphia,  made  a  supple«» 
meotary  report;  .which  was  read^aod  committed 
to  the  Committee  q£  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  adr 
ditioD  to  the  act  to  establish  the  com  peo  sat  ion  of' 
the  officers  j^ ployed  in  the  ooUeoUon  of  the  da- 
ties  on  imports  and"  tomnage.  The  report  19  aa 
follows:-  '  .  '    .  . 

That,  on  a  farther  ihvestigation.of  the  Amount  of 
emolaments  reoalTed  by  those  offieenr  dnrini^  the  years 
1808,  ia09,  and  1810,  it  appears  that  <  the  net  einoia- 
ments  of  the  Collector  of  Philadelphia,  ftmxi  the  1S7th 
c^f  August,  1808,  when  be  entered  i^n  «fais  office,  to 
the  close  of  the  year  ,18 10,. (including  the  half.com> 
missibns  pai4  lo  tne  estate  of  his  prede\cessor,)  amount- 
ed to  the*  average  sum  of  $3,263  02^  annually ;  'those 
of  the  Collector  of  Ballimore,  from  the  13th  of  April, 
1808,  when  he  entered  on  his  office^  to  the  close  of  the 
year  1810,  including  the  half comteissioiisas  aforesaid,, 
to  the  average  suin  of  $1,687  68,  anniially ;  those  of 
the  Collector  of  Norfolk,  fromr  the  year  1^08  to  the 
year  1810,  both  inclusive,  including  the  half  cemmis- 
Sfons  as  aforesaid,  to  the  sum  of  $921  82,  aHhoally ; 
those  of  the  Collector  of  Plymouth,  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, tO'$l,96d  92,  annnall^.;  attd  those  of  the  Naval 
Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  for  the«satt|*'period, 
to  $2,^2  29,  annually. 

Under  this  view  of  the  fiiclis,  tlie  committee  recom- 
mend to.  the  House  the  adoption  of  the/oliowing-  itss- 
olution,  in  lien  of  those  recommended  in  their  former 
report  on  this  subject :    .    • 

That  the  prayers  of  the  seven^  peticions  of  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia, •  Baltimore;  Nor- 
folk, Plymouth,  (Massachusetts,)  and  of  the' Naval 
Officer  of  the  port  of  PhiladjBlphii^  ought  not.  to  be 
granted.  ',.,,. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  th« 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday  last,  and  the  qaesr 
Uon  depending  at  the  timo  of  adjournment  on 
that  day,  to  wit:  that^be  bill froin the  Senate '4o 
raise  an  ^diliti^aal.  military  force,"  da  pass  as 
amended  t 

Mr.  Stanfohd  renewed  the  observations  he 
had  commenced  before  the  adjournmeut  on  Sat-, 
nrday  evening*  He  made  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  Spieaker  for  callihg  aim  to  order  for  a' term, 
whkh  wa^j  perhaps,  a  less.respectful  epithet  than 
shauld  have  been  used  upon  the  occasion.  He 
was.  far  from  meaning  to  use  language  which 
should  give  o^enee,i>ut  he  said  he  would  claim 
the  authority  of  the  Chair  to  protect  him  from 
interruptions  coming  from  other  t)4)ariers  of  the 
House.  • 

He  proceeded,  and  stated  that  he  htd,  before, 
expressed  his  regret  at  the  cireumstaoce  of  differ; 
ing  with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Macon)  upon -any 
occasion,  and  more  especially  upon,  the  present 
important  one.  The.  older  standiog  of  his  (Col- 
league upon  that  floor,  he  said,  placed  him  more 
in  the  relatioQ  of  a  political  son  than  in  that  of 
any  other;  but  if  he  were  paturally,  what  he 
might  •  be  considered  politically,  he  could  by  no 
means  yield  his  assent. to  the  present  measure,  or 
the  doctrines  growing  out  or  k,  fraught,  m  he 


believed  they  w^'rei,  with  so. much  misQhiefto  the 
real  interests  and  happinesa  of  the,  nation.  He 
felt  himself  only  at  issue.with  his  colleague  as  to 
the  similitude  between  the  crisis  and  causes  of 
the  war  in  1798  and  1799  ]yith  Frajvce,  and  the 
present  crina  and  causes  of.  the^proposed  war 
with  Grefil  Britain*  He  shoi^ld  not  contend  that 
the  temper  and  violence  of  party  had  grown  to 
the  sanie  extreme  now  as  at  .tbe  forpaer  period. 
The  circumstaDces.lindeif  which  Congress  si^t  were 
very  (tiffurent  j  Congtess  theti  sat  where  there  were 
streets', and  alleys,,and  people;  and  now  invacily 
of  little  else  than  old  fields.  Yet,  however,  the 
temper  and  intolerance  of  party  zeal  were  by  no 
means  unlike  that  which /prevailed  at  ^he  former 
period;. at  any-.r^^  it  may  be  said  to  be  $0  ia 
some  parts  of  th^  coudtry.  His  colleague's  ill 
health  of  late  had  ^not,  perhaps,  allowed  him  \q' 
be'  as  attentive .  to'  (he  oracles  of  the  day  |is  -hi» 
better  health  haif* allowed  him  to  be.  As  to  party 
intoieranipey  what  were  the  signs  of  the  times  at' 
the  present  period  1  A  gentleman,  than  whom  a 
more  candid, -open,  and  .honoMble.  supporter  of 
the. Administration  was  not  in  tne  House,  al- 
though he  hail  dedared  himself  in  favor  of  thai 
force  the  Qovefomept  had  called  for,  because  ho 
refused  to  oopaqait  him^f  as  lo  tbe  ulterior  meas? 
qres  of  the  .Commiuee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ventured  to  depiot  the  evil&of  a  war,  and  t^  dep- 
recate its  consequences,  had  passed  through  the 
ordeat  of  newspaper  animadversion  from  Dan^ 
in.  the  North,. to  Beersheba,  in  the  Soutb..  This 
m4ght.be  called  a  single  case;  but  if  it  wiere  ner 
cessary  ^o  point  out  other  instances  of  party  dere- 
liction, iiersecntion,and  neglect,  there  were  mora 
than  enough ;  and,  among  them,  his  colleague 
himself  could  not  bie  otherwise  than  placed  pretty 
high  in  the  list^  and,  although  he  mjgbt  he  in« 
different  a5  to  anything  of  the  kind  which,  related 
to  himself  personallv,  that  cireumstaoce' could 
fbrm  no  miti|[ation  or  th.e  spirit  of  the  times.  B|it 
he  was  aware  that.it.w^s  an  invidious  and  un- 
pleasant task  to  dwell  upoa  subjects  of  this  kind, 
and  he  would  forbear. 

The  sedition  law  had  been  cited  to  show  the' 
ll^bre  violent  character  of  the  times  at  the  former 
period,  and  alleged  that  it  had  been  contrived  to 
silence  opposition  to  themeasures'of  the  day.  He 
waswilling  to  admit  the  worst  that  could  be  said 
of  that  law.  Bur  he  considered  the  dumi  rule, 
sanctioned  at  the  present  session,  under  the  name 
of  the  fjreviaus  question,  as  a  more  direct  attack 
upon  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  what  is  the  same 
thifi£f,  the  privilege  ot  debate  and  free  diseu^ion 
in  this  House,  than  .the  other  had  been  upon  the 
freedomof  the  press.  The  former  contemplated 
silencing  the  libels  of  the  press;  the  laiter  came 
home  to  ourselves,  and  went  to  put  down  a  mem- 
ber in  his  place;  to  silence. all  debate,  however 
interesting  to  hisconstltuents*  He  had  been  mis- 
taken the  other  day,  in  stating  that  a  member 
could  only  speak  at  the  ^^  will  and  courtesy"  of  a 
majority  of  the  House.  The  rule  was  worse  than 
that;  one-fifth  Qf  the  House  could  arrest  debate, 
ami  impose  instant  silence  upon  apy  subject.  The 
seditioh  and  alien  laws  had  grown  pat  of  the  war 
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and  temper  of  chose  times,  and  lie  had  taken  oc- 
casion to  state  that  like  bills,  and  treason  bills, 
too,  wei«  to  be  ejp^MA  in  the  train  of  the  many 
evils  to'  grow  out.  of  the  present  proposed  war. 
He  had  not  intended  to  say  that  a  treason  bill 
ought  not  to  pass,  if  we  commetlce  the  warl. 
Once  involved  in  that  slate  of  thing%,  it  would  not 
be  expected  that  our'own  citizens  would  be  al- 
lowed to  supply  and  cherish  the  enemy  with  im- 
punity. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Macon)  had  argued,  that 
Ho  one  apprehended  invasion  from  Frairae  in  the 
years  1798  and  1799,  and  therefore  the  armJes 
then  authorfzed  were  not  to  have  been  justilfed. 
This  position  could  only  be  Correct  as  it  respected 
tl^e  'Republican  minority.  '  They,'  doubtless.'  did 
.not  believer  rt;  but  the  (Government  avowed  their 
faars,  attd  justified  themselves  in  raising  aregtH 
lar  army  of  only  ten  thousantl.men  as  a  due  pi'e- 
eaution  against  such  an  event.  '  f^  the  majority, 
they  were   responsible  for  .the-  security  of  the 

nntry,  a^d'oo  one  hada  right  to  say  what  thf  y 
t)r  did  not  believe.  Though^  iire,  who  were 
the  minority,  an  ahny-oppoetng  mtriotity^  were 
without  any  sucb  fears  or  ,belief,  how  stood  the 
facU?  Our  then  Envoys  to  France,  in  their  de- 
apatches  to  the  Governn^enf.  which  are  now'on 
tne  files  of  tne  House,  communicated  conversa- 
tions they  had  held'  with  tb^  underling  acfents  of 
Talleyrand,  which,  under  existing  circumstances,^ 
went  fully  to  'authorize  such  apprehensions.-^^ 
About  tills  time,  tOo,  it  was  known  that  one  of 
the  finest  armies  that  ever  had  been  raised"  in 
France,  bad  been  sent  upon  some  "distant  ezpedj- 
tjon,  au'd  no  one  ^new  Where,  for  a  considerable 
time.  It  was;  at  length '  ascertained  that  it  had 
gone  to  Egypt,  with  BOnaparte  at  their  h^ad. 
But  whether  Federdrl  distrcfsts  and  apprehensions, 
as  to  what  the  Government  of  France  intended, 
or  their  agents  mijg^ht  menace,  were  such  as  they 
professed,  or  not,  it  was  not  for  him  tasay.  But 
ne  stood  prepared  to  repeat  what' h^' had  stated 
on  the  previous  day,  ana  could  prove  it,  if  ne^es^ 
saryi  upon  the  most  unquestioned  authority— au- 
thority entitled  to  the  fullest  Republijcan  cred- 
ence, he  would  state — that  th^  French  Directory 
did  meditate  sending  a  force  to  this  country  at  that 
time.  H  He  had  stated  what  he  did  state^ deliber- 
ately, and  had  ntithing  to  retract,  on  the  sub- 
ject*   • 

' '- — - — :— * : — ^ — 5-J — 

*  We  are  informed  that  IXoetor  Logan  is  th^  aolhor-' 
ite  'above'  alluded  <to»  The  occasion  of  his  visit  to 
Frafce  at  that  time,  and  his  intemews  witb  that  Qov- 
emmenty  and  the  characters  near  it,  (says  our  inforan- 
ant,)  make  him  the  best  anthoritjr  for  sttch  a  piece  of 
information.  He  affirms  the  observation  t^  be  correct, 
''  that  the  French  DirecVory  in  1798  were  not  without 
some  views  of  .sending  a  militaiy  force  to  the  United 
States,  not  with  any  intention  of  conquest,  but  as  in 
Holland,  in  case  of  certain  events,  to  support  a  party 
they  considered  devoted  to  the  interest  of  France.  The 
impression  made  on  his  mind  at  the  time,  resulted  from 
conversation  with  the  Maiquis  Lafayette,  at  Hamburg ; 
with  Mt.'  Schi'mmelpennick,  the  Batavian  Minister  at 
Paris ;  and  with  Mr.  Merlin,  the  best  informed,  most 
aeiive  and  infl«ent|ai  nember  of  the  Sxeoutive  Dixee* 


Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  draw  his  parallel  be- 
tween thecmif  which  produced  the  qnasi  war 
in  1708,  with  France,  and^  the  cfisia  which  is 
now  to  earry  us  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain ; 
and  declared  that  he  dou(d  not,  in  his  conscience, 
bdieve  the  ground  and  causes  of  the  present  war 
were  eq.ual,  in  either' magnitude  or  character,  to 
those  of  the  former  period.  He -would  agatOj  he 
said,  beg  leave  to  read,  and  bring  to  the  view  of 
the  House  one  or  two  of  the  many  outrageous 
decrees,  or  atreUjoi  that  Goyernmeni  in  1796. 
''The  character. of  vessels,"  ^y  ihey,  "io  what 

<  concerns  their  qualHir as  neutral  or  enemy,  shall 
'  be  decided  "by  their  cargo;  In  coQseqoeoce,ev6- 
^  ry  Vessel  found  at  sea,  laden  in  wh€rle  or  in  part 
'  witb  merchandise;  coming  from  England  or  her 
'  possessions,*  shall  be  declared  ^oofl  prize,  who- 
"*  ever  .may  be  the  proprietor  of  those  productions, 
^  or  merchandise."  *  Under  edicts  of  this  kipd,  for 
theire  were  .others  of  a  similar  character,  the 
French  cruisers  carried  on  a  system  of  plunder 
and  depredation,  suirpassing,  to  an  immense 
amount,  atiything  we  have  eitpevienced  since 
froi^  the  Britisb,or  anyother,,Ordersof  ConoeiL 
If  i^  were  otherwise,  ho^  comes  it  to  pa^s  that  we 
are  not-  shown  to  th^  coatrary^  ^ad  eoavineed  of 
Our  eriors^  T-be  best  answer  is,  jt  caonoc  be 
shown.  iTet  it  appear  when* it  would,  the  amoant 
of  oar  injuries,  at  that  period  and  the  present, 
w^uld  bear  but  a  poor  comparison. 

>^nt,  still, to  show  the  more  aggratated  ebmnte* 
ter  of  ^he  former  crisis,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
read  another  of  thpse  French  decrees,  ^ving  ref- 
erence to  our  seamen  otily.  It  declares, "  every 
*  person,  native  of  friendly  couQtries,  allied  to  the 
'  French  Republic,  or  ncfutral,  holding  a  commis- 
^  sion.  given  by  the  enemies  of  France,  or  making 
^  part  of  th6  cjrews  of  the  vessels  of  war,  or  other 
'  enemy  vessels^^  shall,  for'  that  act  alone,  be  de- 
^  clared  a  pirate,  and  treated  as  such,  wjthont  be- 

<  iog  allowed,  in  anycase,  to  allege  be  was  forced 
*'  by  iriolence,  Oi'eAaces,  or  otherwise:" 

Mr.  S.  said,  thus,  while  the  British  take  our 
sailors  to  make  sailors  of  rhem,  the  Frent:h  deta<- 
mine  to  take  them  ant)  hang  theitt;  bat  whether 
this  decree  of  the -Republic  had  ever,  been -put  m 
execi^ion  or  not,  he  had  no  reeoUecfion  or  kaowl- 
edge,  Ijut  it  woirld,'  never(hel^ss,''hold  on t  the  ex- 
treme career  of  folly  -and  madness,  into  which 
that  Government  haa]gone  at  that  time  ;  and  how 


tory.  The  two  latter  gentlemen  made  pezticalar  ia- 
qairy  respecting  the  dispoaition  of  the  Republicaa  par- 
ty to  receive  the  assistance  of  France.  To  ssdi  inoiii* 
uations  he  nniformly  declared  that,'however  attached 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  to  France,  ihej 
were  only  so,  as  iar  af  the  Government  of  Prance  acted 
with  justice,  and  consistent  with  the  principles  of  her 
Revolution,  tb^,  should  she  lose  sight  of  these,  and 
not  only  continue  her  depredatioits.  on  our  commerce, 
but  should  violate  the  territo'ry  of  the  United  Sutea, 
every  citizen  of  our  country  would  become  her  enemy; 
that  the  same  spirit  of  independence,  which  influenced 
the  citizens  of  tne  United  States  to  oppose  the  aimici 
of  Britain  in  1775,  would  engage  them  at  all  times  to 
oppose  the  hostile  attack  of  any  other  Government  on 
earth."  -  .     ' 
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much  the  coiptiieroe  of  the  United  States  mast 
have  suffered  itadersuth  a  general  system  of  law* 
less  aggression  and' outrage.    Coald  it  have  been 
fouad  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  resort  to 
war.  thv  oauses  were  fbily  suffioient  to  fta^e  ins* 
tified  it.    Buc  the  Repqblicaps  denied  the^  policy 
of  war  ^commerce,  raised,  a  "clamor*'  agamst 
the  predon)inant  party  for  baring  gone  into  such 
a  war,  and  ultimately  succeeded  to  onst  them 
and  take  their  places.    How,  therefore,  gentle^ 
n^en  of  professed  Republican  principles  have  now 
found  out  th^  policy  of  going  to  war  for  com* 
merce^  ai&d  for  a  commeree,  too,  under  far  leiss 
embarrassthent  and  amioyanco  frbnr  t-he  Brit- 
ish Orders  of  Council,  ^han .  formerly  under  the 
Preneh  decrees,  it  woqld  be  for  themselves  to 
aecount  and  reconcile,  and  not  for  *him.    Situ- 
ftt^,  as  the  United  States  were  at  that  tioie 
aaa  neutral  nation  with  respecjt  to  the  belligef- 
eats  of  Burope,  he  was  one  Vphe^  condemned  the 
policy  of  the  ^ar,  and  his  experience  went  to 
eoofirm  him  in  the  belief  that  the  present  would 
be  equally  ii^politic,  and  more  injurious,  to  the 
nation,  a^the  present  was  to  bb  a  war  of  ag^gfes- 
aioQ  and  of  foreign  conquest.    ' 
^  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S.,4re  hate  been 
told  all  negotiatioti  js  noW  exhausted,  and  at  an 
end ;  we-haveeontinued  to  entreat'and  supplicate 
the  Gh>vernn|tent.of  Great  Brittfin  in  vain.    This, 
htf^said,  was  true, and  could  not.be denied  (  but  he 
would  ask  gentlemen  if  th^se  things  were  not  more 
de^radingly  tiiue  in  1798?    Negoiiatlon  was  not 
only  tried  and  supplicated  in  vain,  but  our  nego- 
tiators themselves  treated  with  the  utmost  indig 
nity  and  inlittlt.* » When  their  despatches  arrived 
and -were  published,  communicating  these  indig- 
nitieSjthey  pervaded  the  Union  like  the  latecarth- 
q«ake,'aDd  shook  every  thing  political  to  thecentre. 
What  the  Republican  minority  in  Congreaswonld 
not  defgn  to  feel,  thf  people  felt  for  them;  and 
when  the  eleotioOs  6a,me  round,  every  State  gave 
way,  not  before  Federal,  except  the  gOod  Oid{>(H 
mioioo,  Virginia,  and  th%  State  of  Kentucky,  then 
called  the  chicken  of  Virsrlmii.   'These  were  the 
calf  twp  States  in  the  Union  able  to  breast  up 
against  the  storm.    When  the  elections  of  this 
year  eame  on,  Georgia  gave  way  ;*  Sopth  Caro* 
lioa  was  then,  a»shp  is  now,  with  her  usual  tal* 
ents,  contending  for  honor  and  for  Mtandinff  ar*- 
mies,  to  support  it ;  North  Carolina,  tao,  sent  up 
her. homage  of  respect  and  confideqce  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government ;  the  States  of  Maryland.  Del- 
aware, Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York, 
added  new  strength  and  violence  to  the  times ; 
and  ail  New  England,  without  the  exeeption  of 
a  Sut9,  were  in  unisoA,  the  decided  supporters  of 
the, war. 

Mr.  S.  said,  so*  similar  was  the  spirit  of  the 
former  and  present  limes,  that  ali  the  difference 
he  could  perceive  was,  that  thf  order  of  the  bnsi- 
neas  was  inverted.  Virginia'  and  Kentucky,  then 
the  great  Opposition  States  to  a  war  for  com- 
merce,'were  now  the  great  leading  States  for  the' 
present  war  for  commerce.^  He  might  well  ask 
kis  eotleagCie  no#,  if  there  were  as  many  as  two 
Btates  opposed  to  the  present  wart    He  did  not 


know  himself^-but  there  waa  certainly  not, more 
than  two  or,  perluips,  tKree,  arid  they  the  smallest 
States  in  the  Union.  There  seemed  scarcely  any^ 
thing  in  the  e^ses,  and  jeven  oircomsiances,  of 
the  present  war,  that  did-  not'  bear  a  strong  like- 
ness to  th^i  former.  ^ 

Mr.  S«said,  in  order  to  ^bow  (he  principles' and 
the  doeirine*  that  Virginia  then  advocated,  he 
would  claim  the  indulgence  of  .the  Ho^se,  while 
he  tead  a  few  passages  from  the  proceedings  of 
her  Legisi^tiire.  T he  foUowing  resolutions^passed 
in  17d9,  and  are  said  to  have  flowed  from  the  pen 
of  the  present  President : 
,  ^'Resohed,  That  the  Oenetal  Assemblj  do,  snd  will 
always  behold  with  indignation  depredations  on  our  . 
cotemerce,  insults  on  oar  citiiens,  impressments  of  out 
seamen,  or  any  other  injuries,  committed  on  the  pee* 
1^  or  Government  of  the  Ignited  States,  by  foreign 
nations." 

**  Jieaohed,  ftsferiAsilws,  That  our«eearity  from  invar 
sion,  and  the  focc^  of  our  militia,  render  a  standing 
army  unneeevary ;  that  t^ie  policy  of  the  United  States ' 
forbids  a  war  of  aggression ;  that  our  whole  jeiianee 
ought. to  be  on  ourselves,  and,  therefore,  that,  while  we 
will  repel  invasion  at  every  hazard,  we  -shall  deploro 
and  depreoate  the  evils  o^war  for  any  other  caose.^' 

The^  resolutions  were  'fbllowed  up  with  an 
address  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  inculcating  the 
same  dootrines  in  the  ablest  manner,,  and  of  these 
five  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printedj 
and  ci  tenia  ted  through  the  States  It  would  not 
•be  amissyjM  hoped,  to  read  a  paragraph  or  two.  ^ 

**  A  lover  of  monarchy,'*  saya  tlu»  address, "  vHko  opens 
the  treaanres  of  eorrUption,  by  dtstribpting  emolument 
among  devoted  partisans,  may,  et.  the  sanie  time,  be 
•appreaohing  his  object,  and  ^eluding  the  people  with 
pfof^ssiomi  of  ^ublicanism.  He  may  confound  mon- 
arefagr  and  republicanism,  .by.  the  art  of  dei^nltion.  He 
Y^ay  varpish  oyer  the  dexterity  w^iich  ambition  never 
&ils'  to  display,  with  the  pliancy  of  language,  the^  se* 
duction  of  expediency,  on  (he  prejudices  of  the  times. 
And  he  may  come  at  )ength  to  avdw,  that  so  extensive 
a  territory  as  that  Of  the  United^  States  can  only  be 
goTerned  by  the  energies  of  monarchy ;  that  it  can- 
not be  defended,'except  by  standing  armies:  and  that 
it  cannot  be  united,  except  by  consolidation. 

The  more  obnoxious  measures  a|[e  theii  stated, 
and  the  address  thus  wihds  up :         . 

*i  Bledged,  aa  we  are,  feUow-dtiaens,  to  these  sacred 
engtlgements,  we  yet  hiunbly  and  fervently  implore  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  events  to  avert  frohi  our  land 
war  andfusurpation,  the  scourges  of  mankind  ^  to  per- 
mit our  fields  to  be  cultivated  in  /peace ;  to  instil  into 
nations  the  loTe  of  friendly  intercoawe  ;  to  silver  our 
youth  to  be  educated  in  virtue,  ^and  to  preserve  our 
nmorality  from  the'  pollution  invariably  incident  to  hab- 
its of  war ;  to  prevent  the  laborer  and  the  husbandman 
from  being  harassed  by  taxes  and  imposts ;  to  remove 
from  ambition  4he  means  of  distuibing  the' common- 
wealth ;  to  annihilate  all  pretexts  for  power  afforded 
by' war;  te  maintain  the  Constitution,  and  to  bless  our 
nation  with  tranquillity,  under  whose  benign  influence, 
we  may  reach  the  summit  of  happinew  and  glory,  lo 
which' we  are  destined  by  nature 'and  nature's  Ood."  * 

To  this,  said  Mr.  S.,  instructions  to  alLher  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  insOongress  were  su- 
peradded, urging  them' to  procure  a  revision  of 
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the  act  sjuspeoding  eommtroial  intercourse  with 
France,  as  having*  bad  iiie  effect  lo  redace  the 
price  of  tobaeeo,  a  principal  staple  of  the  Stane}^ 
from  ten  to  three  dollars;  to  pr<^ure  also  a  c6* 
dijction  of  the  Army ;  prevent  an  augmentation 
of  the  Nav^,  and  to  effect  a  proportionate  reduc* 
tion'of  the  taxes.  These  views  were  all-second- 
ed in  Kentucky,  and  the  doctrines  of  peace  car* 
ried  farther,  perhaps  thanv  Virginia  herself  had 
carried  them.  The  zeal  and  the  talents  with 
which  she  enforced  her  opposition  to  the'measures 
of  ;he  day  could  scarely^  have  be^n  surpassed 
upon  dny  occasion.  It  is  certain  the  celebrated 
resolutions' of  .that  State  against  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws,  were>  couched  in  language  more 
alroiig  and  decided  than  appeared  from  i|oy  other 
quarter.  As  to  these  things,.  ^Ir.  Speaker^  said 
Mr.  &,  yourself,  and  othet.  gentlemen  from  the 
State  would  be  able  to  bear  witness.*  But  while 
ihese  things  were  passing  in  thes^  two  solitary- 
Republican  States,  as  th^n  they  used  to  be  termeo« 
what  part  was  the  minority  in  Congress  acting? 
V  They  were  all  alive  to  the  peace,  and,  a&tbey  £e- 
lieved,  to  the  true  apd  permanent  interest  of  the 
nation,  and  at  a  moment  wben  a  declaration  X)f 
war  was  expected  from  the  majority;  they  pre* 
occupied  the  floor,  and  laid  a  resolution  on  the 
table,  in  these  words  :'*^l{eto/i'eci.  That  it  isin- 
expedient  to  resort  to  war  with  the  French  lie- 
public."  This,  100,  was  accompanied  with  ano- 
ther,  requesting  the  President  to  in^itute  a  new 
mission  to  France.  The  cry  was  then,  4s.it  is 
DOW,  that  this  was  the  doctrine  of"  submission," 
and  "non-resistance^  that  it  would  be  crouching 
to  our  enemy,  which  the  honor  and  independence, 
of  the  country  forbade..  Mr.' Adams,  however,  did- 
commission  the  other  Envoys  to  France.  They 
wiere  received,  and  succeeded  to  fbim  a  treaty. 
And  the  great,  :^olid,  and  permanent,  interest  of 
the  United  Stales  prevailed  ovei^wliat  was  then 
deemed  tht^  bubble  idea  of  honor,  and  had  no( 
been  since  called  up  to  assume  a  serious  aspect 
until  the  present  ume. '         . 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil are  to  be  contrasted  with  the  French  degrees^ 
It  would  be  acknowledged  they  both  exhibit'tous 
a  didiberate  system  of  plunder,  and  though  alike 
ilk  their  effects  upon  our  cbmmeree,  and  were 
alike  violations  of  all  usage  among  civilized  na- 
tions, disposed  to  be  just,  he  .did  not  hdieve  gen- 
tlemen would  contend  .those  of  thcFrench  we^ 
less  violent  or  outrageous  in  either  the  letter  or 
execution.  For  his  part.,  he  believed  they  were 
far  more  so.  That  French  depredations  at  that 
time  exceeded  those  of  the  British  at  finy  subse- 
quent' period,  tbere  can  be  no  question.  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  held  in  his  hand  some  proof  of  the  extent 
of  French  depredations^  which,  h|  said,  gentle- 
pien  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  deny  as 
authentic  He  then  referred  to  the  convention 
ofl803,  between  Franc.e  and  the  United-  States, 
where  she  stipulated  that  we  should  pay.  as  part 
of  the  purchase  of '  Louisiana,  $3,750,000  to  diir 

*  General  Seaha  was  understood  to  be  in  the  Ohair 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  at  the  tim^. 


own  merchants  £or -spoliations  her  cruisers  had 
committed  upon  them.  This  sum  waa  now  known 
not  to  have  bcfei)  suffioidnt,-  and  that  her  spolia- 
tions had  far  exceeded  that  amoubt.  He  woold 
ask  gfentlemento  show  that,  under  the  Orders  ia 
Council,  h^Lf  that  aiAount  had  been  seized  and 
condemned.  It  was. not  enough  to  say  that  the 
principle  was  the  same,  whether  one  or  fifty  ves- 
sefs  had  been  unjustly  captured  and  condemned — 
^hat  would  not  be  denied.  A  single  act  of  wan- 
ton, wilful  injttstice  oq  the  part  of  a  nation,  might 
be  j.ustified  as  a  good  cau^e  of  war,  as  io  the  ease 
of  the  attack  on  tbe  Chesapeake;  yet  the  policy 
of  such. a  wa)r',  on  the  part. of  the  United  States, 
might  be  questioned,  and,  in  that  case,  was  not 
justified  under  Mr.  Jeff<^son,  aUhoQgh  a  case  of 
insult,  which  was  superadded  to  t^e  very  wrongs 
for  which,  we  are  now  to  go  to  war.  Under  the 
greater  wrdngs  and  in^ulta  we  are  taught  to  for- 
hear^^the  true  ^i  policy  of  the  United  States  forbid- 
dinga  war  of  aggression'V-under  the  lesser,  we 
are  to  fight  for  our  honor,  aceordiag  to  the  new 
[folioy..        :  •        . 

-  The  abused  we  hatce  suffered  under  the  British 
system  of  impres3meiit,  said  Mr.  S.,  wds  a  just 
source  of  complaint,  and  a  grievance  seriously  to 
be  regretted  by  every  feeliilg  Americao ;  bat,  un- 
der all  citcmnstances,  it  was. not  deenaed  a  suffi- 
cient cause- of  WUr,  under  General  Washington, 
when  iC  commenced,  nor  Mnder  Mr.  Adams,  aor 
under  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  carried  to  its  greatest 
extreme.  Mr.  S.  then  turned  to.  the  last  report 
upon  the  subject,  ^made  in  April,  1810,  where  it 
afxpeared  nine  hundred  and 'three  was  the  amount 
of  the  returns,  of  which  *^  two  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-seven had  been  discharged  on  application,  thir- 
ty were  duplicates,  thirty^-four  had  voluntarilY  en- 
tered," ahd,  among  the  rest,  some  ;were  found 
"totally  ignora^t  of  the*  United  .States ;"  aome 
desertipnsj^'some  "taken  in  privatcjers,'^  and  some 
^'Vith  fraudulent  and  erased  protectiona."  He 
had  appealed  to  this  report,  he  said,  wiih  bo  other 
view  than  to  show  that  a  great  proportioo  of  the 
CQO^plaiats  on  this  aubject  proceeded  from  per- 
sqas  not  citizens  of  the  Unhed  Stat^  and  there- 
fore not  exiiitled  to  our  protection  i  and,  withal, 
to'  show  the  great  number  of  their  subjects  we 
a^e  in  the  constant  habit  of  em||loying  oo  board 
of  our  vessels,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  the  sub- 
ject prescAted  as  a  matter  of  negoliatioa  between 
the  two  countries.  Under  these  circumsunces, 
we  ([new  it  had  not  been  deemed  a  good  and  suf-* 
ficient  cause  of  war,  under  X^reneral  Washington's 
{^residency,  nor  under  any  subsequent  Adminis- 
tration, until  the  presenti  It  had  been  always 
hoped  the  matter  might  be  negotiated  and  ar* 
ranged  in  some  amicable  way.  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr. 
S.  trusted,  would  be  received  as  good  authority 
upon^the  subject,  at  this  time  of  day.  A  para- 
graph or  two  from,  the  letter,  explaAatorF  of  his 
rejected  treaty,  would  serve  to  show  tnat  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  not  disposed,  even  to  the  last  of  his 
Administration,  to  break  the  peace.of  the  coun- 
try on  that  ground :  , 

"  The  impressment  of  seamen  (says  Mr.  Mosioe  in 
that  letter)  from  our  merchant  vesseis,  ia  a  topic  which 
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daioit  a  iniinftif  attention^  ih>m  the  order  wfaich  it 
holds  in  jowc  latter,  but  more  eBpeaially  from  m>me 
important  conKidarations  that  are  connected  with  it 
The  idea  entertaiopd  by  the  public,  ii,  that  the.  righte 
of  the  United  Stales  were  abandonad  by  the  American 
CommiffioBers  in  tbtf  late  negotiation,  and  that  their* 
seamen.were  left,  by  tacit  acqnieieence,  if  not  by  fiM> 
mal  r»ni9Bciation,  to  depend  fer  their  /pafety  on  the  mec- 
cy  of  the  British  cruisers.  I  have,  on  the  contcary». 
always  beGeved>  and  stiil  do  believe, 'that  the  ground 
on  whieh  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the 
British  Commissioners  of*  November  8,  1806,. and  the 
eYplanalions  which  accompanied  it,  was'  both  honor- 
able and  advantageous  io  the  United  States  \  that  it 
contained  a  concession  in  their  favor,-  on  the  paft  of 
•Qreat  Britain^  on  the  great ^prindiple  in  .contestation, 
never  before  made  by  a  formal  and  obligatory  act  6f 
the  Government,  which  was  highly  favorable  to  iheir 
interest;  and  that  it  also  impoeed  dn  her  the  obliga- 
tion to  conform  her  practice  «nder  it,  until  amoDs  eotn- 
plete  arrangement  -should  be  codcltjded-,  to  the  just 
daibia  ortfatB  United  States." 

Hi  fuftti^r  add^,  ip  anqihcfr  plate;*, 
' "  It  was  the  more  to  be  presumed,  t^at  the  Oovern- 
ment  was  wiling  to  accept,  in  :the  mode  which  it  pro- 
posed, the  eonditidn  which  we  might  be  able  to  obtain 
in  the  other,  from  the  consideration,  that  the  latter  were 
xOkdet  its  view  at  the  time  the  instructions  were  giren, 
by  the  j>ifper  of  the  British  Commissioners,  of  ridvem<* 
be/  8,  and  our  letter  of  the  11th,  and  the'certainty  wim 
which'  it,  (the  Governments)  as  ^ell  &s  'we,  must  have 
been  impressed,  that  more  favorable  conditions  eouid 
not  be'  expected."  '  And  again :  '"  The  Government 
waa  equally  willing,  with  as,  to  enter  into,  soqi^  ar» 
rangement«  which  ^onld  psoserve  the  peace  o^  th;e 
coantoy,  although  it  shenld  not  accomplish  tb^  object 
which  had' been  so  ajrdent^  de^red."   - 

More  on  this  head  need  pot  be  a<}ded|  as  it  i^ 
most  manifest,  i(  war  was  to  grow  out  *of  itiit.' 
pres»inent,  that  it  ought  16  hare  been  declared 
while  the  Chesapeake  affair  hung  over  .us,  as  that 
dbgraceful  occttrrence  grew  out  of  impressiiieot. 
Bbt  Mr.  Jefferson  ctieriahed  a  diflerent  policy, 
and  woiUd  noieril  Congress  otv'thc  oecaaiooi 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  we  are  to  ratae  th^ 
proposed  'armyj  eommehee  a  war  of  ooaqaest, 
tako  tK)s^e88ioQ  of  th'^  Caaadss^^and,  afterwards, 
as  the  ffentleoMMi  from  New  Hatorpsklra  (Mr. 
HARPBa)  tells  us,  we  mra  to  tura  ooir  attetuion  to 
the  Bakatna  lskiMtds,«iid  conquer  them^lso,  when 
and  where  istkisspiritof  eofiqoest aaddominion 
to  eifed?'  If  We  indulge  in  it,  then  are  we  to  be 
overwhelmed  with  at t  the  miserijeB  of  poor  ttiiser* 
able  Sliunope ;  for  tkare  chn  be  no  end  td  wars  of 
Bflabilioo  and  oonqoest.  Profn  a  oonseiousnessj 
OQ  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain,  that  we  oould  take 
possession  of  the  Cabadas,  he  believed  she  had 
forborne  to  make  direct  war  upon  ns -before  nshr. 
She  was  not  Verj  squeamish  on  the  subject  of 
war  j-  aiKl  wbea  we  prohibit  «11  trade  with  her, 
which,  he  believed,  it  was  jtist  aad  right  (o  do, 
she  had  no  interest  in  a  peace  with  us.  Thus, 
the  Cinnadas,  he  observed,  had  served  ni  as  a 
pledge  for  her  (getter  behaviour.  He  woald  father 
they' should  remata  that  pledge^  than  possess  oar- 
selves-  of  them,  aixd  then  not  kaow  whtlt  to  do 
with  ihem  afterwards.  It  was  idiposiible  for  the 
12tk  Con.  Isi  S£s&— )22 


Unfiteti  States  to  bold  and  govern  them.  If  we 
did,  we  miist  infuse  a  little  more  energy  into  our 
system  .of  Gh^verament  than  it  had  at  present— 
tne  energy^  of  standing*  armies  and  standidg  taxes. 
Great  Britain,  sir,  said,  he,  deserves  war  at  out 
hands,  deserves  to  be  chastised,  and  made  to  be 
jast,  if  we  had  the  power  to  do  it.  But  we  are  a 
youQg  tiatioD,  and'-'have  not  the  power.  To  at- 
tempt it,  is  but  to  throw.aside  our  pacific  charac- 
tei*,  ar^d  put  on  that  of  a  bellrgereot  military  one ;, 
in  fact^to  inflict  ruin  upon  .ourselves.*  She  strug- 
gles, sw^  for  her  existence ;  and  if  she  meets  her 
fate,  it  will  have  proceeded  front  the  madness  of 
her  own  councils,  and  thefoUy  of  her  own  meas- 
ures. Her  condncf  conqiliates  no  American  feel- 
ings in  her  b^alf ;  it  oug^t  not.  But  shall  we, 
therefore,  permit. ourselves  to  fall  into  the  same 
madness  in  our  councils)  and  commit  Like  folly 
in  our  measures  ?  Can  we  pevsukde  ourseiveS| 
tnata  "  war  of  aggression"  and  conquest  can  suit  . 
the  "^eart  agricultural  interests  of  our  country  *> 
Wfll  il^si^bserve  the  Interests  of  commerce  itself, 
or,  indeed,  any  other  interest,  in  the  presient  state^ 
of  the  world?  ~  Though  not  impossible  to  bope, 
it  was* certainly  not  reasonable  to  expect  it.  The 
vexations  of  *our  cornmerc^,  from  the  one  or  the 
other  of  the  Vllige rents,  si.nce^  the  French  Revo- 
lution commenced,  had  continued,  without  inter- 
Vaptiony  duriojr  their  ^vars  to  the  present  time, 
and  afforded  just  cause  of-  war  to  the  Uaited 
States/ but  the*poficy.  dad  expediency^  Of  it  "was 
denied,  on  the  Republican  side  of  the  question,  at 
all  timus.  '        \  '  •  . 

.  Notwithstanding,  sir,  what  gentlemen  miay  say,  . 
we  are' at  present  the  freest,  happiest,  and  most 
prosperous  people  upon  earth,  comnining  the 
view  of  our  internal  improvements  with  our  ex- 
ternal commerce.  It  xa^y  be  well  sitid,  our  mer- 
man ts  are  tlie  Xasonjs  of  the  day,  and  are  literal- 
ly fetching  away  from  Portugal  and  Spaih  the 
golden  fleece,  and  leavin'g  Great  Britain  and 
France^to  contend  Tor  the  carcass.  Sfuch  was  tl\e 
price,  and  such  the  demand,  for  out  wheat  ahd 
flour'in  thos^^  countries.  The'lrutti  is,  sir,  that, 
the  great  commer^ctal  question  is  between  the 
Utiiled  States'  and  France,  and  her  continental 
system.*  Her  muiaictpal  leghlations,  and  her  ex- 
elusion  of  our  comtnerce,  deprives  the  Southern 
States  of  their  greatest  andhest  markets  for  their 
tobapco  and  cotton;  The^e  articles  are  not  worth 
taking  to  market,  and,  without  :$ome  change  in  ^ 
Bonaparte's  system,  Aever  ^like.  to  be  so  again. 
-That  thh  is  the-state  of  the  case,  gentlemen  can-  , . 
not  deny>  a  comtnuhicalion  from  the  French 
Minister,  and'other  documents  on  the  tabicj  goto 
shovy  it.  The  President^  i&  his  Message,  has 
recommended  to  Congress  to  adopt  countervail- 
ing measures,  but  nothing  has  been  yet  done. 
British  injustice  has  been  justly  met  with  the 
non-importation  law — a  countervailing,  system, 
such  as 'has  been  relied  upon  heretofore,  under 


*  By  aja(e  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
itappcarswectporTof  our  native  productions  to  Great 
Britain  -  -  .  -  -  '  -  -  $30,306,276 
To  fVance  anilltaly,  only     -       -       -      1,194,376 
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Mr.  JeflbrsOQ's  AdmiDistration,  to  save  the  United 
States  from  the  calamities  of\a  war — aod  was 
8ueh  a  one  as  must  operaiejand  did-operate,  with 
as  much  effect  upon  the  enemy,  ast  the  contem- 
plated war  could  do,  and  witli  far  less  evil  effects 
upon  our  own  interest^  and  happiness.  The  law 
in  question  did  not  itself  propose  to  the  beliigerr 
ents  to  go  farther,  than  to  enforce  non-intercourse 
with  that  one  which  .should  not  repeal  her  edicts; 
and,  for  one,  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  farther. 

>Mr.  S.  said  he  had  opposed  the  war,  and  the 
measures  leading  to  it,  as  impolitic  and  Hpjust, 
in  Mr.  Adams's  time,  and  should  not  feel  himself 
an  hooestandconsistentpolitician  not  to  oppose  the 
war  now  contemplated.  It  wornld  be  ^of  others  to 
reconcile  the  old  Republican  policy  with  the  new, 
in  their  own  way ;  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  do 
it.  The  affair  or  the  Chesapeake  tak^n,,out  of  the 
question,  the  state  of  the  case  was  plain  and  easy. 
The  amount  of  French  depredations. is  known  tof 
have  been  nearly  foqr  millions  at  that  period,  for 
we  paid  it  to  our  own  merchants  according  to 
the  convention  of>  1803^  and'  the  .character  'bf  the 
belligerent  edicts  are  before  us.^  Yf^  can  see  and 
coiApare  them  for  ourselves.  W^  predicate  the 
present  war  without  equal  .c^a^a^'upon  aa  alleged 
anaount  of  wrongs.  '         *  * 

If,  sir,  we  pass  the  bill  before  as  to  rai^e-tbe 
twenty-five  thousand  men,  it  will  be  rather  a  Con^ 
|[re&siooal  than  a  Presidential  army/  The  Pres- 
ident, under  his  view  of  the  occasion,  recojrhiQeads 
an  additional  force  of  ten  tbousand  men  as.suffi- 
cienl  to  put  the  country  in  that  armor  and  atti- 
tude which' he  deemed  proper  to  meet  the  crisis  > 
add  still,  not  with  viewsofimme^iiaie  wax.  so  far 
as  we  know,  we  make  it  twenty-five  thousand, 
and  declare  them  for  purposes  of  inimediate  war. 
All  this- may  be,  as  it  sboi^ld  be,  a  just  and  wise 
course,  but  it;tppeared  to  hrm  liKe  supporting  th^ 
Administration  over  much. '  He  was  willing  to 
support  it.  and  go  with  the  n^ajotity  so  long; as 
they  adhered  to  the  principles  which  brought 
them  into  power,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Stow.— Mr.'  Speaker,  as  J  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  occupying  the  time  of  this  House,  I  trust 
they  will  listen  to  the  few  observations  1  am  about 
to  make  with  patience.  -  The  subject  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  and  as  it  is  my  misfottune  Ho 
differ  in  opinion  with  most  of  my  political  friends, 
it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  this  House,  to  my  Constitu- 
ents, and  to  myself,  to  make  some  explanation. 

We  are  this  day  called  upon,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
decide  the  most  momentous  que&tion  which  has 
'  'ever  came  before  the  Legislature,  of  this  country 
since^he  Decla?ation  of  Independence.  Oa  out 
decision  hang  the  future  destinies  of  our  pountry. 
Peace  and  war'arealjke  before  us.  Out  deter'mi- 
nation  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  pronounce  whether 
this  country  shall  have  peace,  plenty,  laws,  liberty, 
and  rational  religion  ;  or  whether  we  shall  have 
not  a  single  "war,  of  two,  six  or  eight  years,  as  the 
case  may  be— but  whether,  by  oiie  war,  we  shall 
create  an  interest  which  will  j)luijge  us  into  ail 
the  future  wars  which  shall  agitate  the  civilized 
world.  But  we  are  told  that  whenever  a  nation 
is  injtved,  honor  imperiously  ci^lisit  lb  war— thai 


we  must  fight — that  it  is  dishonorable  to  calculate. 
I  deny  that  honor  or  prudence  requires  the  ia- 
discriminate  resistance  of  injury,  either  in  an  in- 
dividual or  in  a  nation:  faoW.lQng  to  bear,  and 
when  CO  resist,  is  the  prqvinceof  reason  to  decide, 
not  of  passion — it  is  the  business  of  sound  ealco- 
lacion ;  .it  must  be  determined  from  an  enlightened 
View  of  all  the  attendant  b'ircom5tanoes.  Among 
tliese  circumstances'  I  readily  admit,  that  the  re- 
putation of  courage,  the  character,  of  avenging 
wrongs,  is  entitled  to  great  consideration,  inas- 
much as'it  often  prevents  future  insult  and  iojnry. 
It  is  wisdohi  to  determine  on  the  best  course,  and 
when  that  course  is  determined  on,  it  is  ccnrage 
firmly  to  pursue  it|  and  it  is  honorable  to  listen 
alike  to  ther  dictates  of  wisaon^,  as  well  as  of  coat- 
age^  I  confess  I  am  too  proud  to  caloolate— 4b 
the  lan4i;uage  of  unejrring  truth,  ^  to  ^it  down  and 
couBi  ^he  co^t." 

For  what  do  wego  to.warl  Not  for  the  com- 
forts or  conveniences*  of  life-rOot  for  our  laads, 
our  wives,  our  chiidreo,  our  families — ^notfcronr 
laws,  ouf  liberties,  or  our  institulioiis  :  all  the>e  we 
have,  and  ^hey  are  safe.  For  I  do  maintain,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  our  country  is  essentially  prosper* 
ous;  It  is  highly  so)  when  cotbpared  with  any 
otb^r  country.  Our  agriculture  and  mano/actares 
a4re  daily  improving.  Where  is  the  peisoa  ia 
America  who  suffers  for  want  of  tbe-necesMries 
Of  liie?— ifor  food,  clothing  or  shelter  1  Where 
are  the  childrep  who  want  instruction:  or  who  go 
hungry  to  bed?  If  we. go  to*  iHrar,  it  will  be  for 
lnxuj:ies,not  for  necessaries.  I  know  that  consider' 
able  difficulties  exist -in  our  mercantile  tovns 
from  the  interruption  of  trade,  and  I  deeply  regret 
them;,  but  many  of  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plain have  nQt  sprung  from  foreign  iojary — they 
are  artipcial— they  have  grown  out  of  our  exten- 
sive system  of  banking.  By  n>^ans  of  banks, 
credit  .'has  been  ofart/iini»i  easily — money  has  ap- 
peared plenty.:  we  have  been  too  extravagant  in 
our  expenses;  find  we  have  contracted  debts  with 
too  mttciiJfacility.  War  will  not.  remedy  these 
evils-rit  will  not  pay  ourdebts^but  it  will  iacreaae 
the  disorder,  and  plunge  Os  deepier  into  debt. 

But  we  ar^  g6iog  to  war  for  commerce,  Con- 
merce  will  be  annihilated  i»y  war.  We  are  to 
fight  foe  the  riirhtof  carrying «ur  prodnedont  to 
the  Coi^tineBt,  where  no  prudent  man  woQld  carry 
them.  We  are  to  go  to  war  £t>r  what  mast  be 
destroyed  by  war;  and. we  are  aboot  to  fight  foe 
the  right  of  going  where  we  do  not  want  lo  go: 
oFy  are  wd tofight^our  cotton  and iobaceo  through 
the  hostile  fleets  of  Great  Bfitaib,'and  through 
tho  miinicipal  edi<Sts  of  Napoleon)  to  a  marke|^ 
and  then  trust  fortune  for  getting  the  avails  of  it 
back  1  For  ihese  idle  projects— for  these  less  thia 
*•  shadowy  f6rms"*— we  are  about  'to  plunge  t^ 
nation  .in  V>  nil  the  hprrors  of  wa^.  »  For  these  we 
are  to*  have  standing  armies,  and  navies,  and  im- 
pressmeats,  (fm^  I  do  roaitftain, .  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  u^  make  a  n^ivy  efficient,  you 
roust  resort  to  impressment,)  and  widows,  and 
6rphans,  and  tajtes,  and  debts,  and  funding  systems, 
'  and  contractors,  and  stockjobbers,  and  speeularon, 
and  Executive  patronage.    Can  any  eune  be 
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added  ?  Yes,:  mooaretiy,  io  .due  time^  for  ihese 
are  the  stu^  which  nioDarchies  are  made  of. '  Ajod 
for  all  these  evils  thepeople,  that  i&  the  iodastri-. 
ous  farmers  nod  mechanises,  are  to  be  compensa- 
ted io  (taluebec,  in  Halifal,  and  id  glo^y.  W^^n 
all  the  vices  and  calamities  wbieh  attend  tW sys- 
tem of  an  eternal  succession .  of  wars,  present^ 
themselves  befoc«  me,as  a  lover  of  my.  country,  T 

I  hardly  know  whether  to  wi^h  that  the  ^ar  we 
are  about  to  eugage  id  may  be  successful  or  oot. 

I  If  it  khall-he  unsuccessful,  I  shall  h^ve  to  etndure 
the  iportificatloD  of  seeing  my  country  disgraced ; 
and,  if  successful,  I  fear  it^will  lure  her'  on  to  a 
system  of  wars  and  debts;  whiett  must  end  in  the 

I       loss  of  ber  liberties.  «  .  ,     .  #  .     '     . 

^f^e  are  told/  Mr.  Speaker,  that  cqmm^roe  must 

I  be  protected.  From  whom  dioea  this  come?  Have 
theship  owners  asked  your  assistance  7  Are  there 
any.  petitions  from  merchaoti  on  your  Ub)e  ?    No. 

,  They,  for  once,  beg  only  that  you  will  let  them 
alooe  ',  you  have  already  love^  them  (as  the  ap* 
did  her  child)  so  well,  that  you  have  hugged  them 
almost  tp  death.  Jt  is  remarkat)le  that  this  spirit 
of  protecting  .commeiee  has.  come  from  the  in- « 
terior!  It  is  liot.from  the  ship  o|*ner8,but1t  is 
from  men  furthest,  removed  from  sKips. .  When  a 
man  rises  in  thin  House,  you  may  almost  tell  hovi^ 
ardent  he  will  be*  by'kaowing  how  far  distadt  be 
lives  from  -the  sea.  But  how,  Mf.  Speaker,  are 
we  going  to  proieci  commerce  ?  ,By  taking  Can- 
ada! .Under  this  pretext  YI  meant  to  say  project,) 
our  coipmi^rce  is  really^to  be  swept  from  <he  ocean 
—it  is  xo  be  annihilated  !  '  How  will  th^  ieaptuce 
of  Canada  protect  commerce?  It  will  be  like  a 
man  who,  for  the  purpose' of  securing  a"  rice  field, 
should  go  and  fence  his  ndghbor's  corh  field. '  No, 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  you  will-defend  youjr  rights  oxKthe 
ocean,  it  must  p&  by  a  powerful  maritime  forct— 
it  must  be  by  seventy-fours — it  must  be  such  .ik 
force  as  c^n  cope  with  your  enemy;  lay  a  fiCty-six 
pound  weight  in  one  scale,  and  ga  to  putting 
pound  weights  in  the  other  scale,  and  you  will 
have  done  90thing  till  you  have  put  in  fifty:«ix  of 
them'-^jotf  will  not  have  raised  the  Opposite  side  a 
Stingle  inch.  <  It.is  Che  same  in  maritime  affairs — 
unless  a  nation  can  eop^  with,  aha.  bdilda  ships 
only  for  her  enemy.        ..    ' 

1  repeat,  fbat  it  is  the  business  of  aouod  calcu- 
lation, tp  determine  whether  the  eviU  induced  by 
auch  a  fleet,  would  not  be  greater  than  all  we 
should  ttUffer  frcjm  the  want  of  it«  The  object  jof 
a  oatioA,  or  individual,  ought  ta  b%  to  choose  the 
least  possible  evil.  Without. regarding  thifpiitt- 
ciple;  a  person,  because  he  had  a  fight  tq  travel  ft 
certain  road,- would  not  go. round  an  inth,  but 
would  push  forward^  although, i(  were,  bese^t  by 
highwaymen,  ai|d  his  advance  ^ei'e  certaiti  death. 
A  person  who  should  fight  for  mere  right,  with- 
out any  palculation  of  utility,  would  stop  to  CQff 
a  bear  or  a  thorn  bu^h,  if  it  chanced.to.be  in  his 
way.  But,  Mr.  Speaker^  some  gentlemien  appear 
to  have. an  uCter  aversion  to  calculation— they 
seem  as  if  they  did  not  dare  to  }tM»t  themselves 
with  it — they  caa /hardly  bear  to  adjourn. from 
day  to  day.  Let  me  tell  those  gentlemen,  who 
have, so  much  fear  that  the  spirit  will  cool  by  a 


little  delay, and  a  little  reflection,  that  tl^ev  wopld 
^oon  cool  under  the  walls  of  Cluebec.  If  they  can- 
not trust  themselves  in  this  cotpfortable  place^ 
tbey  would  soon  be  brousfht  to  other  counsels 
amidst  the  snows  oC  Canada. 

Thus,  Mr.  Speaker^  I  have  endeavored  to  ex- 
plain, though  in  shorty  my.  views  of.  the  subject. 
In  the  present  situation  of  the  world,  I  am  in 
favor  bf  peace — but  the  majority  have  the  right 
t6  decide.  I  shall  consider  the  vote  about  to  be 
giVen  on  thia  hill  as  pronouncing  their  determi- 
aation;(and  should  it  be  in  favor  pf  war,  I  shal\ 
deem  it  iny  duty  to  .aupport  that  detejrminationi 
and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  war  sucecbsful, 
and  to  bring  it'to  an  honorable  close. 
:  Mr.  D.  H.' Williams  ^aid,  there  was  nothing 
4nore  natural  than  a  desire  to  justify  the  vote  we 
are  called  upon-to  give  upon  so  important  a  ques- 
tion a  question  as  the  pcesent ;  even  in  oi'dipary 
cases' it  is  both  natural  aud  Justifiable;  much 
more  so  in  a  case  which  is  of  sufficient  magni" 
tude,  abstractly  considered,  to  excite  all  our  solici- 
tude^ now  .become  inftnitely  more  momentous  by 
the  course  the  argument  has  taken;  for  the  ques- 
tion is,  not  only-shail  th^  bill  pass,  but  shall  there 
be  war  ?. 

.  After  the  maturest  deliberation  he  had  be^en 
able  to  give  jihe'subject,  hi^  mrust  confess  that  he 
was'no\  perfectly,  satisfied  with  the  details  of  the 
bill  before  the  House.  He  believed  it  to  be  fairly 
liabljef  to  tha  objections  urged  against  it  by  hi's 
worthy  friend  fram  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon.) 
Sir.  the  oi^anization  of  the  -troops  contj^ibplated 
to  be  raised  }»  new;  ft  is  true  it  had  been  ioti-' 
mated  to  He  an  imitation  of  the  French  orgaoiza- 
tioo,  l^ut  that  is'  not  the  fact,  and,  viewing  it  as 
an  experlnient,  he  could  not  hot  distrust  it- or  any 
other  that  should  be  attempted  at  this  time.  It 
puts  down  the  old  system,  which  carried  us  safe 
and  triumphant  through  our  war,  and  perhaps 
mtght  better  through  another  than  to  take  up  one 
that. is  nitw,  untried,  experimental;  besides^  it 
certainly  does  establish  a  preference  id  the  com-, 
man.d  of  officer^  of  tlie  same  grade  in  the  old  and 
this  new  army  ;^  he  thought  the- jealousies. suffi- 
cient already,  without  adding  De# causes;  butaa 
it  is  impossible  every  member  sh.oul^l  .obtain  bia 
precise  wishes  in  matters  of  detail,  perhaps  no 
one  oteght  sooner  to  dinrust  bis  own  judgment 
than  himself,  and  as  the  principle  of  the  bill  met 
his  approbation,  he  would  vote  for  ii,*i]iiore  espe- 
cially as  he  considered  it  the  first  measure  of  war 
against  Great  Britain.         ^ 

To  his  mind  there  appeared  fo  be  only  these 
courses  left  for  the  nation:  Repeal  the  Yidnr 
importation  Jaw  and  take  a.' war  with  France; 
mak^  war  on  'Great  Britie^in.  of  submit  to  the 
principle  of  her  Order?  in  Council.'  Which  alter- 
native then  shall  we  accept  1  He-hi^d  no  agency 
in  bringing  the  country  into  its  present  situatioB| 
but  it  was  not, 'therefore,  less' his  duty  to  exert 
every  effort  to  rescue 'her  ft-om  jt.  The  period 
had  arrived  when  he  .considered  indifference  as 
criminal ;  that  he  who  was  not  for  his  country 
was  against  it. .  He  was  not  disposed  to  repeal 
the  non- importation  law  at  this  time ;  because  ha 
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coDsidered,  do  matter  whether  he  approved  of  tbe 
fact  or  not,  that  the  faith  of  (he  nation  was 
pledged  to  retain  it,  and  that  its  repeal  would,  of 
course,  he  a  violation  of  that-  faith  ;  nor  did  be 
believe  that  any  circumstance  could  arise,  so  im- 
perious in  his  mind'}  as  to  induce  him,  by  ^ny 
vote  of  his,  to  violate  a  faith  so  dear,  and  hereto^' 
fore  so  immaculate.  The  repeal  of  that  law,  hap- 
pen when.it  ihay,  must  necessarily  depend  on 
circumstances  that  are  not  yet  known. 

To  yield  to  the  principle  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, is  a  virtual  abandonment  of  the  rights  of  an 
independent  nation.  He  meant  not;  to.  drivel  out 
this  debate  by  following  some  gentlemen  through 
their  tedious  details  concerning  the  relative  ini* 
portance  of  the  events  of  1798  ;let  us  come  home 
to  the  present  times,  and  inquire  what  is  that 
principle  7  Practically  considered,  it  is  thfe  exer- 
cise of  supreme  legh^lation  over  us,  involving  n-ot 
only  all  the  attributes  of  legitimate  sovereignty 
but  despotism  direct.  -  And  w^en  honored  ^'nh 
seats  in  this  House,  ^wJiilp  intrusted  With  the 
interest?  and  rights,  too.  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stakes,  shall  we  basely,  and  without  resist- 
ance, succumb  toBHtish'  domination  ?  The  ques- 
tion then  is,  ought  resistance  to  be  made  by  physi- 
cal forced  "^  ' 

He  could  npt  but  rejoicie  that  neither  the  revo- 
cation nor  Modification  of  the  French  edicts  anter 
into  the  present  discussion.  However  positive 
and  important  the  repeal  or  modification  of  t^e 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  may  be  to  us,  they  ar«, 
in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  pow  mer^  by  her 
in  considerations  of  far  drneretft  character  and 
import.  The  demands  made  by  that  Ciovern-' 
ment,  th^rough  it's  accredited  Miiiij^ier  here,  has' 
thrown  the  repeaJ  of  those  decrees  entirely  out  of 
the  dispute)  because, contrary  to  her  solemn  aud 
reiterated  promises,  whether  they  are  repealed  or 
Dot,  her  orders  are  to'be  continued  in  force. .  What 
now  is  made  the  basis  of  their  revocation  ?  You 
are  required  to  act  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
France;  to' put  down  her  municipal  regulations; 
to  overthrow  her  whole  system  of  intefcialtrade 
and  manufacture,  whereby  a  diannel  may  be 
opened  for  the  iatroduciion  of  British  manufac- 
tures into  Frerich  ports,  is  it  possible  that  any 
mancan  niiij;taie  the  ^secret,  object  of  such  a  re- 

J[ui&iiion  ?  Can  it  be  concealed  that  it  is  equiva* 
eiit  to  an  absolute,  unqualified  rejection  of  every 
overture  for  a  repeal  on  her  part?  What  pretext 
of  justice  has  she  for  such  a  demfaod  1  Are  French 
manufacturer  admitted  into  her  ports?  Will  ^he 
admit  them  under  any  circumstance' whatever  t 
Does  she  even  permit  you,  who  ^te  to  procure 
this  advantage  for  her,  to\:arry  your  own  mabu- 
factures  to  hec  dominions?  No,  y,  then;  the 
renunciation  of  the  principle  pf  her  orders  depends 
upon  our  securing  to  her  the  introduction  of  her 
manufactures  into  France,  what  are  we  4o  ex- 
pect? What  other  resource  than  positive  resist- 
ance have  we  left?  We  are  then  brought  to  a 
direct  decision,  either  ig  submit  to  the  principle, 
or  to  oppose  it  by  force.  Submit !  did  he  $ay  ? 
be  shrunk  with  detestation  A-om  the  idea !  Inde^ 
he  felt  humbled  by  the  seeming  necessity  of 


speaking  of  it ;.  but  the  geotfeman  from  Virgiaia 
(Mr.  Sn^prEY)  had  mage  it  necessary  to  expose 
such  a  ruinous  and  disgrac^ol  cocu-se.  Much  as 
he  respected-^he  did  not  mean  .to  reflect  upon 
the  man-rtHit  his  arguments'  he  abhorred. 

To  His  mind  every  hope  that  tfn  accommoda- 
tion may  yet  be  effected  with  Qreat  Britain  ap- 
pears per  ^ctly  unfounded.    If  there  is  a  member 
of  this  Hodse  top  idJe  to  examine,  or  having  ex- 
amined the  documents  on  your  table,  tsa  not 
confidence  in.  their  statenients,  or  does  not  be- 
lieve that  every,  effort  by  'n>?gotiation   lias  been 
made,«uch!a  man  deserves  not  to  be  convinced; 
to  all  others,  any  illustratibn  of  mine  is  unneces- 
sary.    SiV,  negotiation  has  been  exhausted ;  there 
is  silent  but  conclusive  testimony   to   the  fact. 
Neither  within  this  House,  nor  without  it,  to  his 
knowledge,  has  apy  man,  however  violently  op- 
posed to  the  Administration,  ventured  the  slight- 
est intimation  to  the  contrary ;  even  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  aclite  as  he  is,  and  hard  as 
he  labored  against  the  bill,  did  not  suggest  a 
doubt.  .  If,  then,  negotiation  is^exhausted — it  is  a 
•fact  no  where  denied— ^ what- alternative  have  we 
bat  tq  fight  or  socctimb?    Gentlemen  needoot 
dwell  upon  the  miseries,  the  consequences  of  war. 
I  di^ad  the  curses  of  posterity  more.    Bat,  sir, 
what  are  the  causes  of  war?    Similar  iojories 
with  tblise  of  which  the  old  Congress  compiaiaed, 
and  against  Which  they  fought..    Great  firiiaia 
^*  exercises  unbounded  sovereignty  on  the  ocean ; 
''she  nam«s  the  ports  and  nations  to  which  alone 
'our  inerdiandise  should  be  carried,  and  with 
*  whom  alone. we  should  trade."    The  wanion 
plunder .  of  oar*  property — the  unprovoked  im- 
pressment of  ^ur  fellow^citizen&— the  assertion  of 
principles,  and  the  practice  ypon  them,  absolutely 
incompatible  with  our  independence  !   Shall  I  so 
dn?    No*    Qeotlemen 'cannot  bear  to  hear  the 
nauseous  catalogue  of  wrongsrepeated ;  notwith- 
standing they  will  not  resent  then).     The  same 
gentleman  Crom.Virginili  acknowledges  we  have 
ad  snfficient  and  Justifiable  causes  erf  war  ever 
since  the  years  1805  and  18Q6.    Indeed!  what 
were  they?    The  interruption  of  a  trade  darings 
war,  not  cfnjoyed  in  a  time  of  peace.     Was  ilie 
impressment  of  seamen  then  such  a  caufe  of  wart 
If  these  were  justifiable  j6auses  of  war  then,  how 
can  he  refuse,  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  his  coon- 
try  now,  increased  and  extended  as  they  are?  To 
;his  mind  the  interruption  of  that  foreign  carrying 
ti'adej  injorious  as  it  "whs,  bears  no  <c6mparisoa 
with  her  .restrictions  on  the  exportation  of  oar 
own  products.    He  conld  not  .g[ive  utterance  lo 
ih^  indignation  ,he  felt  at  the  imposition  of  a 
transit  dutyoft  our  commerce  to  any  i^n  of  the 
world  that  Great  Britain  might  choose  to  fnter- 
dict.    No,*  the'gentl^an  may  reply,  the  Orders 
jn  CouRcrldo  not  levy  contribution  on  our  trade 
now,  they  are  modified,  so  as  only  to  interdict 
particular  places:    If.  oae  place,  why  not  eterj 
other  place.?    But,  indeed,  has  that  proud,  un- 
bending nation  modified  her  orders,  of  whom  he 
declared  it  ifras  impossible  to  divert  firona  her  pur- 
pose? Was  it  discovered  she  had  taken  too  rank 
Acrid  upon  .the  pea^^eable  habits  of  our  people? 
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That  tb«  impositloa  of  sqeb  a  tax  had  excited  a 
Jermeot  injurious  to  herself,  the  consequence  of 
which'  no  sophistry  could  Qonceall  Was  the  burn- 
ioff  of  gin  at  Baltimore  calculated  to  induce  a 
betief  that  it  tnfgh^  renew  the  same  scenes  with, 
the  desUMctfon  o(  te^  at  Boston?  .  The  outrage 
Vas,  indeed,  too  nearly  allied  to- the  tau^s  of  the 
"Revolution  to  b^  borne..  Thq  orders  are  there- 
fore DQodrfied  ;  b&t  the  evil  still  exists,  tho  prin- 
ciple is  retained^  and  is  the  saqe,  whether.exefr 

.^ised  by  her  in  iQip,osing  a  tax- on  our  tradCi  in 
restricUpg  our.  commerce  tc^  particular  places^  or 
id  asserting  unbounded  sovereignly  on  the  pceaq. 
What,  at  this  m omen t^'is /the  practical  operation 
of  her  orders  ?  Slhe  marks  out  the  course  anddes- 
tiaation  of  your  shifis,  ladeti  with  the  productions 
of  your  own  s6il^  if  you  yjiry  in,  the<  least  from 
the  limits  she  prescribes,  your  prppefty  is  cap- 
tured and  condemned  *'for  6onKavenipg  BUa 
Majesty^ii  Orders  in  Cpunoil  V  ^hall  we  be  again, 
iisked  for  the  causes  of  war  7 

The  samegentlenMfcn  of  Virginia  asks,  whftt  are 
<he  objects  of  the.  war?'  The  objects  ijre  necessa-.> 
ril^  involved  in  the  causes^  of  war  \  and«  to.  his 
mind,  were  lej^itimate,  honorable,  just,.and  nectfs^ 
sary.  The  liberation'  of  eur  unfortunate,  incarce- 
rated seamen  i0  one  object  a2fk66^wledge4  by  the 
^exLtleman  .to  be  |)ro|)eF.*-.  The  sufferipga  oi  this 
.meritorious  descripiion  of  .eitizeoe,  who  are  as- 
much  entitled  to  protection  as  any  other,  (no  inat- 
<er  how  elevated^)'Tannot  be  palliated,  aiod  ought 
fio  longer  t6  be  endured*  The  right  (not  a  re^ 
^tricteid  permission  from  Great  Britain)  to  a  free 
and  com'mpn  use  of  the  ocean  is  anpthet;  the 
renunciaiioa  of  a  pri^cipl?  which  e'xeretses  for- 
eign jurisdiction  over  us^  another;  the  jreac- 
kDowfedgment,  not  in  form,  but  in  faqt,  of  Inde- 
pendence—practical soyereignt,^ — anothec*  There 
can  be  neither  security  for  our  rights  nor  oik  prop- 
erty, when,  the  power  of  taxation  can  be  exer- 
cised, (it  is  imm^teria'l  onder  what  name  or  4:hai^ 
acter,)  without  representation ;  for  surely  thepro- 
4oce  of  li^or  is  his^  who  can  taice  of  it  whatever 
he  pleases.  Pepyived  ofthese  great  and  vital  pb- 
jects,  who  has  a  mit^d  to  caltsulat^,  the  result  ? 
And  yet,  great  axid  vital  as  they  are,  they  copsti- 
tute  only  a  patt.  '.Will  the  gentleman  reply,  they 
are  neither  just  nor  necessfiry  ?  What  gave  rise 
to  tbe  Revolution  ?    Not  a  paltry  tax  on  stansps 

'  «r  tea,  bni  the  assertionjof  the  right  to  thbj^  taxes. 
IVhat  now  is  our  situationi  The  principle  and 
practices  against  v^hioh  we  are  called  upon  to 
^ct,  are,  in  vi&goitude  and- importance,  inn^aitely 
transcending  those  of  that  day.  To  avoid  war, 
-vre  have  receded,  step  by  step,  until  we  have  not 

'  one  inch  of  honorable  ground  left  to  stand  on. 
.Arc  we  not  degenerated  ?'  jHe  would,  be  glad  to 
leara  Trom  4be  geutlemajn  which  of  the  numerous 
outrages  we  have  suBered  froin  Great  Britain  is 

fireatest.  So  numerous  are  they,  it  appeared  to 
is  miiAd.  alhiost  "impossible  to  determine  which 
is  worst,  We  are  no w  called  upon  to  assert  these 
objects';  if  there  is  no  other  practicable  mode 
than  force,  we  are  bound  to  inake  great. and  cheer- 
ful sacrifices  to  sustain*  that  force.  But  suppose 
tunqualified  submisstOB  it*  yielded,  will  that  satisfy 


her?  He  thou^t.not.  A  dtf position  16  advance 
oik  a  receding. opponent,  marks  her  character; 
your  own  experience  teaches;  yield  them  but  for 
a  cent«  or  a  moment,  and  her  system  is  fastened 
on  your  ne<fk  forever.  To  war  there  must  be  an 
end ;  to  this  there  never  will  be. .'  Her  system, 
sii',  is  (evelted  ^t  your  most  valuable  interesu^  ia 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  carries  poverty  and 
wretchedness  ev^ry  wh^re;  in  every  other  it  oujght 
to  be  spuriled  with  detestation.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is 
' fasten ibg  a  gangrenis  at  the'  heart  of  the  nation, 
w)itch  will  imposihumate  in  corruption  and  ruin; 
its  lifjBhst rings  must  rot.  . 

•  It  has  been  said  oHr  Constitution  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  sustain,  a  wan  It  surely  i&  not  calculated 
for  submission ;  if  it  be,  its  brightest  glories  ara 
gQne,\and  his  solicitude  for  its  preservation  must 
vanish  with  its  virtue^.  He  did  not' believe  this 
was  the  fact.  lYhat  is  this-  Constitution  •?  It  is 
a  sjralem  of  government  which  comhines  a  vast 
varjeiy.of  interest's  and*  characten  in  one  great 
national  family.  In  this  family  aretnany  pecu- 
liar interests ;  how,  then,  is  it  to  be  itept  together? 
He  wished  to  feel  mr  the  people  of^New  England 
as  he  fel';  for  the  people  of  t]ie  South-reach  have 
their  peculiar  interests.  That  of  the  Eastern  sec- 
tion 6f  the  Union. depends  upon  the  right  to.navi- 
gate  the  <}ceaa ;  that  of  the  SoutVrn.  States,  ia 
th^.  possession  of  a  certain  species  of  persohal 
property.  \i  you  v^ithdraw  the  protection  of  the 
General  GoVeriiment  from  either,  what  is  there 
left  to  cement  its  attachment  to  the  Union  ?  !^\\\ 
any  man  eonteiid  th&t  the  .rights  of  the  one  on 
tlie'  ocean  are  not  as  .dter,  or  ought  not  to  be 
maintained,  ||B  far  ieis  pmcticable,  as  inviolate  as 
tbos^  of  the  other  on  the  lanfl?  •  But  it  has  been 
said,  by  the  same  gentleman, Hihe  people  will  not 
support  a  Tfyi^r  for  any  ot^ect  that  does  not  touch 
their  so^U  There  seems  to  be  a  aoct  of  magic  in 
these  wosds.  Ti^e  British  eaptaje  AmeHca(n  vea- 
seis  laden  wUh  the  produotfr  of  our  own  soil,  de^ 
tined  to  France;  the  people  will  not  resent  this, 
because  th^  soil  is.  not  touched.  He  would  be 
^lad  to  learn  from  the  gentleman  what  principle 
IS  there  tbat  will  justify  the  seizuiee  of  our  pro- 
duce on  its  ^as^ge  ffom  Charleston  to  Bordeaux 
that  will  not  equally  justiiy  the  capture  of  oigr 
vessels  bound  from  Boston  to  New  York  ?  What 
then  becomes  of  your  coasting  trade,  the  most 
important  branich  of  commerce?  It  may  all  be 
destroyed ;  atud  yet,  according  to  the  doetrines  of 
the  dayv'tbe  soil  is  not  touched  1  But  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  eoast ing  trade  is  nbt  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the.  implacable  hatred  of  the  enemy;  the 
haysy  rivecs,  and  harbors,  ace  infested  with  pi- 
rates; everything  that  floated  on  their  broad 
bosoms  is  also  destKoyed ;  this  comes  still  nearer 
the  landj  yet  theisoil  is  not  touched !  Suppose  t^e 
soil  is  touched,  the  hostile  standard  planted  ba 

Che  castle,  and  Boston  laid  in  a«[hes,  will  the  gen- 
tleman be  contented  to  drive' the  enemy. to  the 
lines?  He  dare  npt  follow  them ;  beyond  it  would 
be  foreign  wart  Yes,  sir,  just  as  much  forei^ 

war. as  we  propose  to  wage;  thc^  people  will  not 
bear  it  1  This  Is  just  such  istuff  ^^c^  dreams  are 
made  Qf.^    The  soil^air,  is.  touched;  h|B  felt  it 
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every  man  must  feel  it  Id  Jiis'pocket.  if  not  itf  his 
heart,  that  the  soil  is  touched,  is  violatedt  The 
violation  r^Hchep  to  the  fireside  of  every  ma^n  in 
the  nation,  and  the  violators  oaght  to  find  that 
the  .day  of  retrihntion  i9  come.    *  . 

But,  it  is  said,  thift  mtn  will  not  dq ;  it  will  hot 
be  popular;  that  the  provocations  'in  1796  were 
greater  than  they  now. are,  and  yet  the  did  Re- 
publicans opposed  the  war  of  that  day. '  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  follow  the  gentleman  (Mf.^ 
Stanford)  throagh  his  4oifg  details  qf  those 
times.  He  was  unwHling  now  to  excite  feelings 
long  since  buried.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this 
rentleman's' opposition  was  induced  by  a  sin^u- 
far  cause  indeed.  It  seems  we  have  adopted  a 
ttew  rule  at  the  present  session — one  not  prac- 
tised on  in  1798  >  and  as  there  was  no  war  thien, 
it  wrtr  be  out  of  order  to  resort  to  It  now, 

[Mr.  BTAif)«0RD  explained,  ttfat  he  had  nbt  said 
there  was  no  war  then,  bat  tl)at  he  bad  been  .'op- 
posed to  the  war.]  .        - 

He  thonght  (eontrnved  Mr.  WlLLiAMa)  it  was 
not  material  to  inquire  whether  the  provocation 
was  greater  in*  1796  than  now;  but  whether  the 
present  causes  of  war.  can  no  otherwise  be  res 
moved',  and  if  not,  is  war  therefore  necessary  and 
just  t  But,  if  ^we  must  look  back  into  the  amount 
of  our  losses  then ;  if  gentlemen  mu^  be  met 
npioDrtheir  mi5erable  calculations  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  let  us  examine  the  statements 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina ;  if  1  mis- 
take, him  I  shall  be. glad  to  be  corrected.  I  un-* 
derslood  him  to  say  the  proof  was  indisputable, 
that  the  injuries  then  were  greater  than  the  pres- 
ent, because,  in  the  Louisiana  treaty,  there  was  a 
stipulation  for  the  payment  of  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars  to  American  citizens,  being  the' 
amount  of  depredation  on  our  commerce  by 
France;  and  that  this  sum  far  exc^ded  the 
losses  sustained,  by  the  Orders  In  CoOncil.  The 
gentleman  is  unfortunate  in  his  comparison.  Al- 
though there  are  no* documents  in  the  possession 
of  the  House  which  show  the  number  of  captures 
under  the  Orders  in  Council,  from  the  best  esti- 
mate he  could  make,  nnd.  from  th^  opinion  of 
practical  men  in  the  House,  that  amount  falls 
Jar  short  of  the  Tecenl  captures  that  are  every 
hour  increasing.  Since  Ihe  decision  of  Sir,  Wil- 
liam Scott,  in  the  case  of  th^  Fox,  nipety  others 
(he  spoke  from  memory)  had  Veen  condemned.. 
The  av<^age  value  of  these  vessels  and  cargoes  is 
considered  low  at  fifty  thousand  dollafs^  and  in 
the  aggregate  far  exceed  the  losses'he  has  alluded 
to.  when  itis  remenibered,  that,  during  theDp- 
eraticn  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,-  American 
merchants  withheld  their  shipments  to  France-^ 
for  after  the  case  of  the  Horizon  every  one  was 
alarmed — it  is  very  evident  that  the  orders  have 
been  as  deadly  as  in  such  circumstances  they 
could  be.  Is  other  proof  required?  Look  to  the 
insurance  offices;  tney  will  not  insure  against 
captures  under' the  Orders  in  Council  for  less 
than,  a  war  premium. 

Why,  asked  the  gentfeman  from  Virginia,  fMr. 
8BE|*FEir,)  shall  we  raise  an  army  now,  when  we 
refused  to  do  it  in  1798  ?  Was  it  because  w^^pvcre  | 


then  out,  but  are  nowtn?  'The  sheer  poHtictan, 
the  man  who  seeks  a  seat  in  this  Hou^e  for  what 
he  can  get,  no  one  can  tnore  heartily  despise  than 
himself.  Such  are  the  wretches  who  alone  are 
afiected  by  the  circumstance  of  in  and  out;  but 
tlie  n^en  who  come  here  to  represent  and  promote 
the  interest  of  the  country — who  ask,  who  seek, 
who  wish  for  nothing  for  themselves^-cannot  be 
influenced  by  any  such  q  n  wort  hv  cons  id  era  u'oos. 
Argument  upon  this  point  is  £uperflbious.  He 
appealed  to  the  <rentleman  himself  for  the  facr. 
lie  could  not  but  eonsid'er  the  indneeroenrs  to 
avoid  the  war  of  1795  to  be  very  different  from 
such  as'present  themselves  now.  What  was  our 
situation  then?  Does  it  bear  the  least  resemblance 
to  the  present  ?  We  then  enjoved  a  prosperous 
trade  with  Great  Qfitain,.whion  the  geoileman 
states  to  be  to  that  of  France  as  thirty-two  to 
two.  Neutraflity  was  then  practicable  ;  we  were 
in  fact  reaping  the  golden  fruits  of  neutral  trade. 
While  all  its  rich  streams  were  pouring  into  our 
country  from  every  part  of  the  world,  we  were 
then  |;rowiog  rich  and  great;  ,it  sarelf  was  in- 
expedient to  go  tp  yvar;  we  could  f^\n  nothing 
by  it;  it  Was  madness.  Do  these  circamstaoces 
exist  now. 

But  the  people  wer^  jealen^  of  the  Army  in 
1798.  He  wished  be  could  speak  of  the  traosae- 
tions'of  those  days  without  alluding  to  the  facts 
calculated  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings.  This 
was  not' his  objecL  Why  were  they  jeaJoast 
Th^y  sawvthat  the  army  lyas  palpably  useless,  or 
worse.  It  was  impossible  to  employ  it  against 
France/,  not  so  against  themselves.  •  The  altea 
and  sedition  laws;  the  doctrine  of  the  necessity 
of  humbling  in  dust  and  ashes  a  great  democratic 
Stale,  filled  them  1^1  th  alarms j  they  feared  their 
then  rofers  intended  to  change  the  Gk>vernmeotr 
and  th^  the  Army  was'  t^e  instrument  (o  effect 
that  purpose.  The  v61unteers,too,  were  opposed—- 
their  Pretoria n  bands — because  the  power  vested 
in  the  States,  in  relation  to  them,  was  contra- 
vehed.  The  States  were  robbed  of  the  absolute 
right  to  officer  them ;  he  said'  robbed,  as  that 
power  which  is  wisely  given  to  the  States  as  a 
counterpoise  to  the  phybicai  force  of  the  General 
Qovernment,  was  unconstituttonaliy  taken  from 
them  and  given  to  the  President  alone. 
-  'He  understood  the  gentletotfn  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Sheptey)  to  say^  wt  were  going  to  war  for 
a  mere  phantom;  for,  if  the  qrd'ers  were  repealed 
to-morrow,  the  trade  to  France  was  not  wortb 
hacving.  What  are  the  orders  worth  ?  said  be^ 
Nothing)  they  were  only  paper  apd-ink.  The 
deep  inroad  that  horrible  system  has  made  on  the 
character  and  interest  of  his  country  ought  not 
to  be  so  consideM.  Is  it  possible  there  shoold 
be  one  man  left  In  the  nation  who  can  think  the 
revocation  of  a  principle  which  not  only  shots 
the  continent  of  Europe  'ag;ainst  your  commerce^ 
but  warrants  its  extension  through  ererj  species 
and  grade  of  injury  and  insult,  only  paper  and 
•ink!  It  may  be  eas^  for  the  gentleman,  who  esti- 
inates  nlational  honor  as  a  bubble,  to  cootemplste 
the  Orders  in  Council  with  perfect  indifference; 
but,  for  himself,  he  oonld  net  see  in  them  anjr- 
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tbiDg'that  WBS  not  perfectly.  lettthsome.    Sir,  we 
have  talked  so  long  abput  trad^<^ftbout  wbat 
oagrbt  and  bojfht  not  to  be  granted — it  seemed  we' 
had  forgotten  what  it  ever  bad  been.    Let  us  Took 
back  a  iinte;  perhapt*  vhen  we  are  sensible  of 
what  we  Aayolost,  we  may  be  willing  to  make 
ttie  greater  efforts  to  regam  it.    I  am  apprized, 
sir,  thai  the  theory'of  the  balance  •<>(  trade  be- 
'tween  mtions,  taken  from  custom-house  books, 
(we- have  no  other  authority,)  has  constantly, 
and,  pefhaps,  will  conthiae  to  deceive  the  w4se8t 
statesmen  1  W, -so  far  4s  our  reports /from  the 
Treasury  g6  to  show  'the  amounf  of  actual  im- 
ports and  exports^  tbey  may  -be  ^afeiy  relied  on. 
.  What,  «ir, '  was  the -state  of  our  commerce  in 
1804?    Upon  an  Average  of  the  years  ISOS,  180J, 
nod  1804,  it>toodnhus:.To  the  British' domin- 
ions^ in  B  a  rope,'  (Qibraltar  excepted.)  we  ann.Q- 
ally  sported,  of  domestic  pro4ticts,*$i6,490;000 ,' 
of  foreign  merchandise,  $2260,000;  making  ao 
aggregate  of  ezpofts,  915;690;00(^|  but  tB'e«mount 
of  our  imports,  from  th^sarae  placed,  was  $37.- 
400^000 ;  leaving  &  balance  iivfavor  of  Great  Brit- 
ain of  $11,'/10,0()0;  but  nOlwiihstanding  the  ex- 
portation of  cotton   had  increa^^  in   1804  to 
$6,200^00,  the  exports  of  that  year  were  only 
$13,^,000,  while    the   importation    had  heen* 
sweliedAo  the  enormous  amount  of  $27,600,000^ 
leaving  a  baranee  against  as,  for  that  year,  $14,- 
200,000.    The  balance  in  favor  of  Gi^eat  Britain, 
in  pur  trade  to Br^tisti  Iirdia,is  stated  at  $8,500^000, 
wbieh,  added  to  thaft  of  her.  European  dominions. 
ooDStitute  a  balaate  in  her  favor  of  $15,240^000'. 
It. is  to  this  point  he  wts)ied  tx>  call  tlie  gentle- 
man's iittc;fitron.    How  is  th^t. balance  obthined  ? 
If  he  wUi  atteioptto  account  for  it  in(lis|>Dtably, 
•he  most  fiad.the  Orderain  Council  are  nfot  merely 
paper  and*  ini(.    Again,  sirythe  importations  from 
all  partR  of  the  yvorid.  daring  ifie  same  periqd, 
were,  from  Briti'sh*iloi&ii]ions,  $35,970,090;  from 
the  Northern   Pi^weKs,  Prussi'a    and  Germany, 
$7,094,000;  fiiom  HoHand,  France,  Spain,  and 
Italy,  (now  Fnmce.)  $26475.060;  front  the  do- 
minions of  Pot-togal,  $I.083,000Vfrom  China  and 
othei^  native  Powers  of  Asia*  $4,856,000;  from  all' 
other  places,.  $838^000;  tnaking  an  aggregate,  of 
975;316,000.  '  The  exports  fot  the  same  period, 
and.  to.  alt  other  parts  of  the  world,  were,  of  dn- 
roestie  produce,  $d9.928,00&^  of  foreign  nr>erchan- 
disc,  $28,533'000;  of  these  amounts  there  were 
exported  tothecontotriea  over  which  the^French 
.  dominion  is  now  exiende^dv  of  domestic  produce, 
$12,183,fi0O,  and  of  foreign  merchahdi§e,  918,- 
495.000 ;  making  the. aggregate^  exports  to  those 
places^  $30,673,000;  theaggregateimpottsamoqnt- 
iDg  to  $25,475,000,  leaves  a  bailance  in  our  favor 
of  ^,203,tX»0;  while,  at  the  same  tiMe,the  bal- 
ance was  on  the  trade  to  British  dominions,  $15,- 
240,000  against  us.    Sir,  what  has  becOn^e  of  this 
commerce?    He  enftreated  the  gentleman  to  in- 
'  form  us  how'thiti  immense  balance  was  to  be  set- 
tled when  ail  ("he  commerce  of  -the  coanr^y,  to 
.    other  placet  than  British,  was  cut  off?  -Bvery 
praottcAl'ilian  kpows,  the  gentleman  himself  must 
ktfoW|  that. the  proits  of  the  tmde  now.  destroyed 
hy  jthe  Orders  inConacil  awe  necesvary  to  make 


up  the  deficit  of  our  exports  to  Great  Britain* 
The  gentleman  stages  the  exports  -of  domestic 
produce  to  France  at  $2,700,000;  to  Great  B^i^ 
ain  At.  $32,000,000;  of  course;,  said  he,  to  go  to 
war  for  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
would  l^e  to  barter  It  trade  of  thirty-two  millions 
for  one  of  two  r9il!i6ns  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  So  that,  by  Ihe  same  process  of  rekson- 
iog,  had  the  orders  dest roved  the  whole  trade  to 
Flinch' dominions,  it  would  be  still  m'ore  unwise 
to  resist  them,  as  the  trade  to  Great  Britain  would 
be  in  a  still  greater  proportion  than  ihirty-iwo^to 
two.  Is  it  possible  the  gentleman  shdula  not  see 
that,  by  his  argument,  the  greater  the  injury  suf- 
fered .from  f.he  .Orders  in  Council,  the  greater 
would-be  their  justification  ? 
'  tMr*'S^Ep/E7  explarned,  that  he  had  stated  the 
exports  to  France  were  oiily  $2,700,000,  previous 
to  the  extstence  of  the  Order?  in  Council,  and 
therefore  c'<A]ld  not  have-  been  reduced  to  that 
sbm.  by  those  orders*  Re  wUs^  satisfied  the  gen- 
tiema^i  from  South  Carolina  did  not -mean  to 
mistajce  him.] 

'The','gentleman  (continued  Mr.  Williams) 
does  me  justice)  t^  misrepresent  him  is  the  far- 
thest thing  fromr  my  intention.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
there.ls  no«diffetence  in  point  of  fact  between  the 
jgentleman  fro rri  Virginia  and  myself,  however 
we  may  di^v  about  terms.    Sir,  that  trade  was 
destroyed  by  British  agency,  and  it  is  altogether 
immaterial  whether  the  destruction  was  effected 
by  her  hlockadb  of  France,  or  by  this  or  that 
Order  of  Council ;  the  injury  is  receited,  the  de- 
struction' is  ejected,  |he  principle  is  the  samJ. 
Sir^  the  injury  is  not' confined  to  the  reduction  of 
the  trade  to  Fratice  only,  hot  affects  that  to  Great 
Britain  aleo,  so  far  as*  its  pro6ts  are  necessary  to 
maintain  that  tr^de.    But  what  is  the  condition 
cff  the  commerce  with  Great  Britain  now,  which 
be  estimates  at  ^2,000,000?    ^ruly  miserable. 
The  great  staples  of  your  country^  Wheat  and  flour 
excepted,  (observe  ih*y  are  not  articles  of  pernHi^ 
nent« export' to  Great  Britain,)  had   better  be 
thrown  off 'the'  wharf  than  shipped  there.    Let 
me  suppose  thegenilemsrii  to  be  engaged  in  a  par- 
ticular branch  of  commerce;  that  His  sailes  are 
restricted  to  a  market  glutted  with  from  three  to 
ten  tim^s  the  amdunt  of  its  consumption,  would 
not'his  rii'tn  be  inevitablet*  Howte  tobacco  af- 
fected?   Export  75,000  hogsheads  to  any  place 
where  only  15,000  are  consumed,  and  the  enect  is 
obv4ous.    Inquire  into  the  state  of  the  cotton 
market ;  Where  is  the  crop  of  1810^^  A  ciirse  to 
him'  who  meddled  with  !|!    Where  is  that  of 
181t?    Rotating  at  home  in,  the  hands  of  the 
grower;  waiting  the  repeal -of  the  Orders  in  Coun'- 
crl.    Sir,  I  know,  I  feel  these  to  be  some  of  the 
effects  of  those  orders;  yet  they  must  not  be  re^ 
sistedjit  would  be  to  barter  a  trade  of  thirty-tw6 
for  two !  They  arc  mere  paper  and  ink ! 

But  we  are  going  to  war  for  honor;  that  it 
seems  is  a  mere  bubble.  It  was  astonishing  t6 
hear  that  gentleman,  who  himself  cherishes  as 
high  notions  of  honor  as  other  men;  sho\fl(|  seek 
to  destroy.it  in  his  own  country.  That  which  is 
sacred  in  an  individual, cannot  be  less  so  in  a  na^ 
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tiQD.  Is  that  proud  virtue^  that  exalted  attribute, 
without  which  there  is  neither  value  oor  patriot- 
^8ui.  in  the  individoal,  to  be  treated  with  disre- 
spect; to  be  utterly  discarded,  when  the  great 
gonceros  of  the  nation  are  under  consideration  ? 
Of  what  is  the  nation 'composed  ?  Of  brutes,  sir, 
or  men  ;  high-minded,  honorable  men  ?  Hef  pre> 
sunaed  he  could  oiTer  no  outrage  so' great  to  that 

Sentleman  as  the  slightest  imputation  on  his 
OQor,  and  shal^  that  which  graces  the  character 
of  a  gentleman  be  scoutell  from  ihis  House? 
Shall  we,  who  hold  our  honor  dearer  than  life 
and  all  its  blessings,  consider  that  of  the.  nation 
as  a  bubble?  Miiserable  indeed  will  be  our  con- 
dition, when  there  shall  be'  '^  nothing  level  in  our 
cursed  natures,  but  villany  direct."  Sir,  the  ge^n- 
tlemaa  pi^aeh^s  a  dangerous  doctrine ;  it  goes  to 
sap  the  foundations  ^' society,  to  epabitter  ihe 
sweetest  endearments  of  life.  We  bare  travelled 
far  on  the  hish  road  to  ruin,  when  individuals  are 
taught  to  caloulate-  their  interests  to  be  at  vari- 
ance with  those  of  the  nation-or  its  Goveriimen^. 
Such  doctrine  must  desuoy  us.  But,  said  th^ 
gentleman,  if  honor  is  nofra  matter  .of  calculation, 
why  pay  the  tribute  to  the  Barbary.Powefs  ?  He' 
hoped  to  be  excused,  when  he  declared  himself 
mortified  to  see  that  gentlemlin  stoop  to  such  an 
argument ;  it  is  destitute  even  of  originality. 

when  the*  embargo  was  laid,  eyery  species  of 
contumely  was  cast  upon  all  who  approved  it. 
We  were  accused  of  crimes,  with  a  prodigality 
of  abuse  that  was  never  before  witnessed.  That 
we  had  abandoned  their  rights  to  the  ocean— -jthat 
eur  seamen  had  been  shamefully  sacrificwi-^that 
our  Eastern  navigating  interest  had  Been  treachr 
erously  destroyed.  The  embargo  was  at  lengta 
given  up,  and  the  non-intercourse  law  was 
adopted.  That,  too,  was  wrong,  says  the  genile- 
man;  then  non-imp6rtation  Was  resorted  to-**- 
still  wrong.  H^  prayed  the  gentleman  to  say 
what  wquTd  be  right.  If  be  will  neither  stay  ki 
bolne  to  avoid  injury,  not  fight  when  it  is  in- 
flicted abroad,  what  will  he  do  ?  Sir,  I  am  for 
fighting!  No.  says  the gentlenian,  kt  us  bate  no 
war,  now  you  have  selected  your  enemy,  by  por- 
cha^ing  of  Napoleon  the  privilege  of  going  to 
France.  Is  that  a  fair  statement  of  the  fact  7 
that  gentleman  cannot  believe  it.  r 

He  is  too  honorabie  himself  deliberately  to'su»- 
pect  others  of  such  dastardly  conduct.  He  defied 
the  gentleman  to  look  back  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Administration,  and  point  out  .any  terms 
which  had  been  offered  to  Fratice.  in  the  smallest 
degree,  more  favorable  than  have  been  offered  to 
England;  Were  not  the  .same  terms  offered  to. 
both,  and  always^rs^  to  England?  Is  tlxer6  any 
man  who  doubts  that  the  same  identical  terms 
which  F-xance  has  accepted  have  been  rejected 
b?  England  ?  How  then  can  it  be  said  we  pur- 
chased of  France  any  right  whatever?  He  did 
not  think  the  gentleman  oonld  be  guilty  of  be- 
lieving such  an  insinuation,  Jt  is  not  true*  Bat 
Che  reverse  is  the  fact..  The  Administration  did, 
at  one-  time,  offer  more  favprahie  terms  to  Great 
Britain  than  to  France.  He  alluded  to.  the  oQer 
to  suspend  the  embargo.    The  terms  then  were 


diffe^«nt;  those  to  Gi«at  Britain- most  favotable. 

It  was  apprehended  France  would  accept  the 
terms  offered  to  Great  Britain,  without  afifording 
th^t  security  to  qommerce  which  was  eon^idered 
a»  just  equivalent  for  the  i^peal  of  tha  embargo. 
England  herself  selected  the  situation  in  which 
she  is  placed.  The  difference  between  the  tone 
of  supplication  at  .London,  and  remonstrance  at 
Paris,  IS,  indeed,  palpable.  Have  we  not  bowed, 
and  begged,  and  entreated,  for  accommodation, 
until  our  then  Minister  at  London  had  been 
charged  by  many,  though  not. by  him,  with  a 
prostitution  of  his  functions  and  character;  with 
disgracing  the  nation  by  his  supplications?  Did 
not  every  man  in  the  community  see  that  the  Ad- 
ministration had  done  everything  in  their  power 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the.Ordiers  in  Council,  and 
yet  because  France  has.  accepted,  and  Knglaad 
refused  the  terms  of  adjustment,  it  is  talked  of  as 
the  purchane  of  a  right !  When  the  arrangement 
with  M^Erttkine  was  effected,  did  any  one  then 
condemn  the-  Administration  for  having  pQt- 
chased^of' Great  Britain  the  (Privilege  of  going  lo 
her  dominions?  On  the  contrary,  were  not  ail 
rejqiced.  and  anxious  to  shate  the  credit  of  that 
arrangement  ?  Sooner  or  later,  sir,  we  most  fight 
or  be  sacrificed ;  the  sooner  we  b^gio,  in  my 
opinion,  the  better.  But  we  mus^t  not  resist  the 
injustice  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain — she  is 
fighting,  said  the  gentleman,  for  her  existence! 
for  the  liberties  of  tlie  world !  -^  Sir,  if  her  exist- 
ence depends  upon  the  rnin  of  my  country,  then, 
I  say,  dpwp  let  her  go.  He  thought  the  gentle* 
man  Was  as^wide  from  the  fact  here  as  in  any 
other  argument.  It  is  impossible,  from  the  very 
nature  of  .our  commei;ce  with  her,  that  it  should 
weaken,  much  less  destroy  her.  A  trade  which 
consists  in  the  ^o^rtation  of  raw  materials  and 
th^  necessaries  of  life, >ecei ring  its  returns,  prin- 
cipally, in  her  own  maaufaeiures,  nanat  oeeesn- 
rily  advance  her  interest  and  invigorate  her 
strength.  If  she  would  abandon  her  nvad  poller 
against  us,>that  same  spirit  of  enterprise,  whien 
extended  into  every  region  of  the 'world,  seeking 
the  means  whereby  to  cancel  that  balance  in  her 
fa^vor,  before  alluded  to,  would  again  poor  its  rich 
and  tributary  streams  into  all  her  dominions. 
Under  such  a  state  of  things  be  wonld  rejoice  as 
much  as  any* man  to.seeherarm  strengthened; 
but  if  that  arm  is  tq  continue  lifted  against  his 
country^  he  cared  not  how  soon  it  was  leprosied 
and  destroyed. 

She  is  contending  for  the  liberties  of  the  world  i 
be  would  as  soon  have  expected  to  hear  that  the 
Devil  had  espoused,  the^  cause  of  Christianity  I 
So  far  from  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the  world, 
thd  standard  of  freedom  had  never  be^li  raised  ia 
any  country  .without  'her  attempting  to  poll  it 
down.  ^.If  it  was  not  foreign  to  his  purpose,  he 
could  tra<^e  her  footsteps,  wherever  she  OMred, 
marked  by  blood  and  desolation ;  all  the  miseries  of 
war  and  revengeful  massacre  have  travelled  in  her 
train  into  every  region  inhabited  by  man.'  For 
whose  fell  cupidity  were  so  many  human  heca- 
tombs sag^ficed  in  India?  F-or  whose  more  fell 
ambition  did  she  wa^e  war  on  infancy  and  inno- 
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cence  in  the  West?  'For  wbeia  doM  ihe  mtw^ 
yell  no\f  wake  the  sleep  ot  the  ci%iM  Rnglandl 
indisputably,  to  extend  and  8ec^^ethe  blessings  of 
liberty'  to  the  world !       '  '      , 

,  The  gentlemaa  had  said,  if  the' -war  on  which 
we  are  ab9Ut  to  enter  be  just,  we  have  nott1>e 
means  to  carry  it  on.  His  worthy  coHeague  (Mr. 
LowNOB6)had  rendered  it  perfectly  unnecessary^ 
for  him  tome^tthis.arguntient;  \e  would,  there- 
fore, only  observe,  that. if  the  war  bie  JQsl  and 
necessary,  it  ought  to  be  xommeQced^  if  c;oni- 
xnedced,  it  must  be  supported — cost'  out,  of  the 
question.  The  pow^r  ot  maintiaiaing  it  will  find 
no  limitation  as  long  as  you  can  ralse>  revenue 
sufficient  to  pay  (he  interest  of  ihe  debt  y-ou  may ' 
incur  in  prosecuting  thi^  war.  Sir^.it  ts  worse 
than  idle  to>  talk  about  y^ar  wlthoat  a  disposition 
-  to  provide  the  means  of  carrying  it'oaby  taxes  j 
they  fire  inseparable.  Fof  his  part,  he  was  ready 
to  YO^^  them,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  people, 
knowing  tjia.t  the  Administration  had  done  every-, 
thing  in  thefr  power,  and  more  than  was  ca)Ud 
for,  by  any  *  other  consideration  thtfn  a  love  of 
peace,  to  avoidfwar,  would  sustain  it  .'as  long  as 
the  respufces  of  th^  nation  were  applied  with- 
spicit  and  faithfulness;  Mt^ftll  events  let  us  do 
our  duty  and  leave  ihe  r^st  to  theb. 

But,  tf  your  means  be  sufficieot^  said -the  gen- 
tleman, your  physical  force  is  ij^a deq^iate.  .  If  thi^ 
ar^ny  is  employed  wi(hou^.ihe  limits  of.  the  .Unir 
ted  States,  we  are  threatened  with  war  on  oar 
Eastern  frontier ;  our  towns  will  be  burnt-^our 
cities  saoked.  .Can  the  gentleman,  estimate  the 
patriotism  of  freemen  less  than  ihe,obedience  of 
sldveal  Is  the  physical  forte.of  the  owner  of  the 
American  soil  less  than  that  of  the  mercenary, 
hireling  of  Europe?  Do  you  doubt?  Call  tip  the 
great  spirit^  of  the  patriot  dead— ^fappeal  to.  the 
unbroken  valor  of  the  IWiog^o* those  men,  the 
^terlipg' excellence  of  whoseTvirtue^'bore  them 
I  trium^nt  through  th»  unequaUetf'  konQri'tk' 
^  th£  BWvoli^lioo  \  Hct  could  not  believe  that  sevea 
hundred  thousand  freemen  io  afoas  ifere  ioade- 
qvate  to  su%t«iit  any  war  i^  defence  of  their  just 
and  dearest  rights. 

But  it  is  said,  if  our  means  an^  physical  foroe 
were  iaade^oate  to  the  .war,  our  <>^jef  ts  cannot 
be  obtained  by  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  thftaghl  othtfr- 
wiqe,  U  appeared  to  h'na  much  easier  to  settle 
the  terms  of  a  hew  peace,  thaa  to  patcli  up  the 
old  quarrel.  WWn  he  considered  the  limiieli 
exteiuof  our  deraitnd8,and  the  nature  of  the  pres- 
sure On  the  enemy,  he  could  not  hut  believe  our 
objects  woutd  be  atlaiqed.  Whftt  are  o^'r  de- 
mands? What  have  we  been,  so  lon^  ae^ng, 
rather  beggings— for  we  hara  begged  nc^etiaiibn? 
Truly,  ^Ir.  &»eaker,  in  two  short  words,  "  hands 
off  I"  We  aik-^Bo.  sir,  we  never  h^ve  asked  of 
her  any  boon,  any  saciifiee  whatever.  ^^  Hands 
(off"  is  the  only  term  or  stipulatioa  that  we  sue* 
lor  I  fulfilled}  she. woi^ld  bind- this  nation  to  lier* 
fate.  But  wh^t  is  the  nature  of  iiye  pressure  and 
injury  that  we  can  inliict,?.  They  are  to  her  deep 
and  daoger^ai.  We  also.iaust  stiver ;  but,  thank 
Qody  we  caa  stand  it.  The  appetite  of  revfoge 
is  keen  and  steady  i  la  most  anea  ineztlnguisli* 


ivble.  It  was  not  wantinf^,  however  it  ipaay  hate 
beeli  provoked,  to  enable^ndividual  enterftfise  to 
wag€f«a  war,  if  not  .of  absolute  ruin,  eertaialy  of 
vital  injury  tp  her  commerce,  not  only  "before 
our  doors,'^  iA  ti^e'Weat  lories,  under. tlie  heights 
of  Dover,^  but  to  the  Indian,  ocean.  Deprive  the 
West  Indies  of  the  supplies  of  our  necessaries  of 
life  and  of  luaiber,  andjheir  profti^bia  cultivation 
would  be  too 'much  di.miaiah^  not  to  be  consid- 
ered. Take -our  raw  materials  from  her  mantil*- 
factotes,  and  they  are  injured,  jiot  merely  to  the 
amount' of  the  enhanced  price  of  such  articles^ 
but  lo  the  egtire-loss  of  their  whole  exports  to 
this  coufttry.'^  la  such  an  injury  too  (Irifling  for 
her  codsid^ratioti  ?  The  coa^uesl  of  her  North. 
AaMricajk  Colonie'sAtoo,  must  be  felt.  Yes,  sir, 
cooquest— for  they  mast  inevitably  fall.  The 
gentleinan  raity  depreciate  the  physical  foree  of  an 
American  airoy  as  mucji  as  he  pleases;  but  rely 
upon  itj  whenever  the  storm  of  war  is  poured  on 
Canada  and  Halifax. ^it'^ill  s wee])  with  tbe  re- 
ahftless  impetuosity  of  Niagara. 
•  But,  if  you  wage  a  successful  war,  says  the 
gefttlemaa,  the  Artny  will  probably  overthrow , 
ihe  Constitution)  as  hone  but  General  Washing- 
ton could  have  prevented  the  Army  of  tb«  Revo'^ 
lution  from  subverting  the  libertiei  it  had  cbi^ 
quered.  Mr..  W.  declared,  that  observation  was 
to.^im  truly  painful;  he  wished  such  an  ioeia- 
uation  agaiojst  such,  an  arjtty  -could  have  beea 
spared.  iSir,  th&t  army  was  true  to  the  cor*.  H 
is  nptprohahle  thatsuoh^a  baad  of  patriotsn-the^ 
only  army  that  ertr.  did^  give  libf rty  lo  a  co^uo^ 
CiY-v^ouht  have  HoB^^Acd  its  destruction.  To 
this  facttEe  letcars'of  Newborg  Were  conclusive. 
Those  lenefs  were  alooe  wanting-  to  finish  the 
p^Hity  of  its  character.  Suppose  there  were  two, 
or  even  three,  traitors  in  a  eam'p,  does  1^  follow 
that  the  whole  'army  must  necessarily  be  pol* 
Uited?.  Ko^sir.  So  far  wa«  he  from  believing 
the  liberties  of  the  country  were  in  danger  from 
the  ArmjTj  he  would  say,  there  never  was  a  pc' 
riod^  during  the  wlrole  Hevolutidnary  war,  when' 
the  great  Washington  hkuaelf,  justly  as  he  has 
been  described  ^  the  satictuary  of  a  nation's  best 
love,'? -could  h^ive  h^CA  a  successful: usurper.  It* 
was  as  impossible  as  that  such  a-  black  projeot 
should' enter  his  virtuous  mi  ad.  lie  felt  (be  pto^ 
fuundest  gratitude,  evi?o  aiioration,  if  it  were  Just 
tifiahle  for  man,  to  that  ineslLmsble  body  of  men 
who.  achieved  the  liberUes  we  enjoy.  -Their  ai> 
duous' torts — their  hardships^his  feelings  were 
too  much  excited  to  gq  on. .  He  believed  he  could 
never  have  stood  here  a  freetdan  but  for  that 
aMiy.    . 

'  If,  sir,  we  are  to  take  counsel  of  the  g«ntle« 
man  froiQ  Virginia,  we  are  fo^a  most  awful  sit- 
uation ;  niHwithstaikding-tbe  proud  glories  of  the 
Revolution,,  we  must^tbmit  toev^y  indignity-*- 
every  daring  iitfraction  of  our  rights.  It  would  . 
seem  we  are  destitute  «f  resottrees.;  without 
mimMa  to  support  the-  war;  even  oOr  physical 
force  i*  iuadequate ;'.  but, -was  ir  adequate,  w^rc 
the  means  lunple,  they  must  not*  he  exerted;  the 
Qovfernment  woufd  be  sub;rerted ;  the  veil  of  the 
temple  of  the.  Oonstiiution  wpi^d  hw  rent  ia 
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twain.'  Attfaong^  the  best  interests  of  this  natibn 
Ute  crashed  beoeath  the  paw  of  the  British  Tion, 
we  mast  not  resist*;  be  then  is  wisest  whi>  can 
•soodest  bow,  with  ait  the  stnpid  serenity  of  ser'* 
▼itpde,  and. take  the  yoke !  Every  faculty  of  mj 
sdul,  said  Mr»  W.^  is  indignant  «t  this  counsel, 
ftnd  for  one,  I  say,  I  will  not  submit  I 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  determined  in  tl^e  affirioatiVe — ye^s 
94,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson /Stev- 
enson Archer,  DanisI  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacoo»  David 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus  BleScker,  Thos. 
jBlount,  Robert  Brown,  Witliam  A.  Burwell^  William 
Butler,^  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lanlpdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Ciay,  James  Cochran,  John .  Clpptdn,  Lewis  Condit, 
William*  Crawibrd,  Roger  Bavis^  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  £iias  Earle,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,.  Meshwck  Franklin, 
Thomas  Ghptson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Creep, 
'.  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hatl,  John  A,  Har- 

?er,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hjneman,  Richard  M. 
ofihson,  Joseph  Kent,  WilliaoL  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ngston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George.  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah-  Metcajf,  James 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  ThomaiTNew-, 
Ion,  Stephen  Omisby,  WillifintPauldingrjr.,  Israel  Pick; 
ens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter B.  P<ftler, 
iosiah  Quincy,'  WilHam  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Bhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  RoberU,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  Seavsr,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel.  Shaw,  Ctoorge  dmith,  John 
4Smith,  William  Strong*  George  Sullivan,  Peleg  Tail- 
man,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  TiQUp, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortljmdt,  David  K. 
Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Wiim,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun'.,  William 
Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Jacob  Huily,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  J^aw,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Na- 
^  thaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  0.  Mose- 
'  ley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  ^Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jun.,  Etisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randdlpb,  William 
Rodman^  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  SmUi^,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stnart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  ^turges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Whea* 
ip^,  .Leonard  WhHe,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


TiJESDAY,  January  7.  ',  ■ 
Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committer  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a- bill  making  an  appropriation 
fqr  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six  companies  of 
mounted  rangers,  during  the  year  1812;  wbtoh 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gholbon,  £rOm  the  Committee  of  Claim's, 
presenCed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
mbsioners  west  of  Pearl  river;,  which  wasr^ad 
twice,  and  committed'  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  ,ne.xt. 
.   Mr.  Lbwib,  /r.om  the  ComtDittef  fot  the  Die. 


trict  of  Ct^lumbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Trustees'of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  School 
Booiety :  which  was  read  twUe  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mondaj  next. 

Mr.  NewTONj.from  the  Committee  of  Coin- 
merceand  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  ao- 
thorize  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandi^  under  certain  circumstances,  from  Great 
Britain,  her  colonies,  or  dependencies;  wbieh  was 
read  twice,  and  con>tQittedto  a  Committee  of  the 
W^oie  on  Fiy'day  aext. 

Mr.  N.  said,  ;he  Cominitt.ee  of  Ways  and 
Means  bad  for  s6rne  time  delayed  maktag  a  re- 
port upon  these  petitions,  waiting  to  see  the  course 
which- £!ongress  "Cv^ould  take  in  relatioo  to  our  dif- 
ferences with  Great  Britain.  Finding  the  United 
States,  are  abdut  to  take  a  manly  attitude  and  to 
maintain'th<?ir  national  rights  with  firmness  and 
.spirit,  they  conceive  that  all  goods,  wares,  aod 
mercnandise,  that  were  purchased  or  contracted 
for  hj  our  merchants  in  the  British  dominioDs, 
anterior  U^  the  second  of  February  la^t,  ought  to 
be  permitted  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  theref(yre  directed  their  chairman  torcpan 
this 'bill.  '    '  . 

A  Message  yas  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stiates,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Di- 
rector of -the  Mint  fqr  the  last  year.  In  which  it  is 
stated. that  the  supply  of  silrer  bullion  had  nerer 
before  been  more  abundant,  than  it  had  been  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year. — Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  House  next  went  into  Committee  on  the 
bill  to  c^mpower  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
decide  upon  the  case 'of  the  Eliza  Ann,  of  New 
York 4  which,  being  gone  tbroOgh.  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to^  third  reading. 

.  ^   MUNITIONS  OF  WAR.. 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt  t^led  for  the  order  of  the  day  oo 
the  bill  authorixiflg.  the  purchase  of  ordnance 
atores,  camp  equipage,,  and  otlier  quartermascer's 
stores  aod;;aaiall  arms.  ^ 

The  Honse  having  agreed  to  take  up  this  bill, 
it  resdred  itself  into  a  Corqmittee  of  the  Whole 
Upon  U ;  when,  the  bill  faavioi;  been  read  through, 
and  theqvestion  being  upon  filling  the  first  blank. 
Mr.  'SgTBBftT  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman---The-  bill  which  I  have  called 
before  the  Committee,  is  one  of  the  first  impor- 
tance. A. general  report  was  heretofore  made  to 
the  HtAise,  fooad.ed  on  the  statements  and  facts 
whieh  were  communicated  to  the  Commitfee  by 
the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments; every  position  therein  assumed,  can  be 
maintaified  by  incontrovertible  facts.  Much  had 
been  said  about  expense  in  my  opinion,  whea  a 
nation  has  decided  npoo  the  great  question  of  war, 
every  minor  question  is  thereby  absorbed  and  ob- 
liierated«— ibia  qneation  amalgamates  erery  sue- 
>eeediog  one.  War  should  only  be- entered  info 
when  eonsideiationfl  of  expense  can  have  no  in- 
fluence OS  the  deeision*  Such  appears  to  be  the 
present  condition  of  this  nation^  We  ha¥e  deter- 
>  mined  in  favor  of  resistance  to  the  unwarrantable 
andimjaat  aggraaaiooa  of  Great  Brkain  on  our 
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tovereij^Q  rightsr-wc  cannot  atop,  we  eiinDof  tfraw 
baclr,idDless  she  recedes  and  repeals  her  hostile 
edicts.   .When  the  war  is  cotnmeoce^,  it  must  be 
Tiewed  as  ftn  appendage  ta  the  war  forlndepen^' 
dence.  .Yoa   have  already  taken  the  prevtoos 
qaestion.  on  the  subject ;  you  have  yole^  a  reg- 
ular army  of  85,0()0  roeiu  in  a^dttio6  to  your  Peace 
Sstablishnient-^they  cannot  be  keptidle;  idlenem 
is  the  bane  of  the  honorable  sofdier ;  to  make  them 
efficient  you liiust supply  therh  with  arms.    I  have 
heard  it  aaid  4>a  this  "^bor,  that  a  part  of  your  mi-', 
litia,  the  bulwark  of  the.nation^;is  supplied-  tyiih 
corfUit€iik9  instead  of firelickt.    If  this  be  A*  truth, 
O!  for  Heaven's  safe,  apply  a  speedy  eeme'dy| 
you  have  the  m^ans  wUbin  your  reach  :  at  any 
rate,  make  your  regulars  as  efficient  as  pe^ible. 
On  this  snbjeeC  there  can  be  no  differert«&  of  sen- 
timent in  tbiiHous&    It  gives  me  peculiar  plea- 
sure, when  J  eoQipare  our  present  means  with 
those  which  we  deemed  competent  to  commence 
the  war  for  American  independence.    At  that  pe- 
riod, our  fathers"  needed*  everything,  bat  a  hold 
and  intrepid  spirk,  to  lead  tbein  t^  freedom.   They 
determined  on  the  contest,  and  were  triumph'ahl. 
Can  we  hesitate?    Surely  not,  sir,  when  we. have 
all  the  nece^^ry  materials  within  our  reaei)  $  nay, 
tb^y  mre  our  national  resources.    N^ed  t  detail  to 
you  a^in,  that  we  pbsess  five  hundred  and  thirty 
operaitive  forges^  farnaces  «nd  bloomeries;  two 
hundred  and^^seveii  powder  mills;  that  the  iron 
Irhieh  is  annually  mannfactut-ed  i<  Jnealeulahle 
in  amount ;  that  your  lead  ipines  offer  a  superfloh 
ity  of  that  article ;  tliat^odr  respurces  {6r  saltpetre 
in  the  Western  States  are  extensively  known,  and 
that  the  supplies  may  be  made  as  abundant  as  (he 
article  is.aii-important.    For  sulphur,  sir  in'cotn- 
moti  with  -most  otiier  oattons,  we  are  now  depen- 
dent on  foreign,  supplies^  still  I  do  not  'despopd  : 
and' shall  it  be  hereafter  necessary,  fromr  clroum-' 
stapces,  to«eek  for  additions  to'the  qoautity  at 
present  at  our  coiiiniand,  I  anticipate;  the  aid  of 
science;  of  cheitiicaUeience)  to  |>oint  out  the  mode 
to  separate  this  article  from  its  combinations, 
which  abound  in  the  United  States. 

Sir,  to  some  the  amount  which  I  shall  retjftiire 
may  seem  enormous.  It  will  be  well  applied; 
and  to  gentlemen  who  feel  uneasineas  on  the  sub- 
j<rct^  lei  tbeor  r^st  easy  when  they  are  told,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  articles  for  whic|i  the  ex- 
penditures are  obntemplated,  are^suchas  are  tm- 
perishuble  from  their  nature;  so  that  if  Great 
JBritain  shall  proceed  to  do  us  justice,  and  I  hope 
to  Gk)d  she  wHl  Mrithout.fbreinff  them  to  arms, 
these  supplies  will  form  a  stock  ?of  the  nation  in 
cases  of  future  emergency. 

One  word,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  arms.  -  The 
present 'stopk  is  sufficient' for  all  our  purposes — 
our  public  establishments,  and  such  as  are  fur- 
nished by  individuals,  will  entible  us  to  gratify 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  on  this  sul^ct. 

Sir,  I  will  read  to  you  the  estimates  whien  have 
been 'furnished  by  the^  proper  departments,  and' 
will  then  submit  to  the  Committee  the  several 
sums  which  lire  necessary  to  be  v(Tted  ^y  the  bill. 
Mr.  S.  having  read  the  estimates  to  Which  he 
alluded,  moved  to  fill  clie  first  Uaink.  with  ime  mil- 


lion five  huodred  thousand  dollars,  and^he  second 
with  fout  hundred  ibousaitd  dollars,  which  mo*-- 
ttons  were  agreed  to  without  a  di?ision.  The 
•t^o  sections.of  the  bill  then  read  as  follows: 

** Beit  eniuitd,  ^e^  . That  the  sum  of  one  hiillion 
five  hundr^  thoastnd  dolMrs  be,  and  the  same  is  hei«- 
by  appropriated  for  the  purcfasse,  nnder  the  duvctioa  ' 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ef  ordaanca, 
ordnance  slioies,eamp  eqnipage,  and  other  quarterouia- 
ier's  stores,  lor.  the  use  of  the  Ai:my  -of  the  United 
States.  ^  . 

.  **  That  the  sum  of  four  Eundred  thousand  dollars  be, 
sad  the  sam^  is,  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purchase, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  saltpetre,  and  sulphur,  for  making  the  same 
into  powder,  and  for  ordnance  and  small  ^arms  £>r  the 
use  of  the  Navy  of  tae  United  {States." 
^  The  Committee  rose,  the  House  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
anhird  time  to-morrow. 

DISABLED  )90LDIER8.     \ 

Mr.  Dawson  tiieu  called  up  the  bill  for  th6  re^ 
lief  of  infirna,  sttperatinuat^,-and  disabled  offioers 
and  saUiers';  which  motion  being  k^reed  to,  the 
House  resolved  itself  ihio  a  .Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  It ;  when  Mr.  D.  spokeas  follows  :-»» 

Mr.  Chairman :  I'hepressure  oTbusiaessrelati ve 
to  our  foreign  afiairs,  and  my  infirm  atate  of  health, 
have  delayed  an -indulgence  pf  my  wishes^  in 
brib^ng^  forward  thisaubjett  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  indeed  Lnow  find  it  imposaibia  to  do  it  that 
Justice  which  itf  merits. 

In  presenting*  to  you  this  bill,  I  have  obeyed 
the  linaaimooa  vote'  of  the  committee  to  whom 
4he  subject  was  refern^,  and  the  diutates  of  mf 
own  judgment,  while  I  have  gratified  the  best 
wishes  of  my  own  heart.  It  .is'  a  subjeet  about 
which,  in  common,  I  trust,  with  a  majority  of  this 
House,  I  feel  warmly  interested-^tv  is  a  subject 
which  has  often  been  brought  to  the  view  of  this 
House;  and  theprinciple  has  always  appeared  to 
ine  to  merit  thesanciion.of  rthis  Hoase.  -  A  much 
valued  friend  of  miue,  an  honorable  gentleman 
whouow  aits  on  the  bench  in  a  neighboring  Stale, 
and  who  himself  was  carried  from  the  fi<»ld  eov- 
ered  with  wounds  aod  honor,  often  called  the  at- 
tention of  Coogreaa  ta  the  sufferings  of->his  fellow 
soldiers,  now  infirm.  disaJ)led,  and  solera nnUated^ 
by  wounds  received  inour*  Hevolutionary  war. 
His  voice  was  never  raised  iu  vain,  though  his 
efforts  Were  never  attended  with  success,  owin^ 
to  a  diversity  of  opinion  ay  to  the  details  of  the 
bill.  The  committee  have  endeavored  to  avoid- 
that  evil,  by  extending  the  provisions  of  the  biU 
to  the  case  of  every,  person  who  sustaiqied  injury 
in  his  person,  while  in  the  actual  service,  of  hie 
country.  This,  sir,  meets  with  my  approbation, 
though  I  shall  with  pleasure  accede  ^o  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen  as  to  amendments  nfot  fatal  to 
the  bill,  my  first  object  being  to  get,  this. insti tit- 
tion  established)  leaving  it  to  time  and  to  experi- 
ence to  pioiat  out  and  cure  Ks  defects. 

fivj^r  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  s^i  in 
this  House,  I  have-voted  in  favor  of  every  daiiar 
-w^ich  appeared  to  be  founded,  in  jusUce,^aDd  I 
have  ezteodp^  that  pridi^ipie  with  a  liberal  iuind 


695 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


69« 


VLOWR4 


'SlatuU  of  Idmilatwns. 


Jamctabt,  1813. 


towai^s  tb09^  who  rendered  Q5sernces,iespeeially 

-  persooaV  services,  during  the  Revplrutiooary  war. 

Th^r  number  is  now  small  indeed,  and  in  my 

judgment  it  ill  becomes  a  great;,'  and  I  trust  a 

frateful  nation,  to  suffer  those  who  haye  fought 
er  battles  togo  doWn  io  poverty  and  sorrow  to 
the  grave.  No«sir^  We  ought  to  afford  food  and 
laiment  tc^  the  ipBrm  and  sqporaiinuaied,  aiid  to 
pour  balm  into  the  disabled  defenders  of  their 
country.  Rvery  principle' of  justice,  gra(itud^, 
and  bumabitViCall  aloud  for  this.  And  ^here'is 
one  cbnsideration,  arising  from  ^olicy^  whiclt  in' 
my  jodgmejit  strongly  urges  its  adoption.  We 
shall  probably  soon  be  involved  in  a  war.  On' 
yesterday  we  passed  a  bill  for  raising  a  large  army. 
Fass  this  bill,  and  it  will  have  a' happy  effect  m 
filling  your  ranks  \.  yes,  when  it  h  seen  that  our 
country  is  not  uoc^rateful — that  she  will  make 
comfor;able  the  defining  years  of  those  who  have 
spent  their  better  days  id  her  service,  jt'will  be  a 
strong  inducement  with  many  to  step  forward 
tfnd  enf^r  into  that  service^ 

I  am  ^ar,  very  far,  from  thiokiiig  this  bill  per- 
fect, 1  am  sensible  that  it  has  many  defects,  and 
I  iavite  the  friendly  Aid  of  all  gentlemen,  on  every 
aide  of  the  Committee,  and  particularly  of  trbe^ 
select  jcommittee,  to  point  out,  and  endeavoY  to 
eure  theae  defects,  and  to  establish  a  system  whigh 
will' do  honor  to  this  House  and  to  this  courry% 

Mr.  Rbea  moved  to  amend  the  billt  by  a  tew 
aection.  '*  provj4ing  a  pension  for  every  noncom- 
'  missioned  offiqer  and  soldier,  vi^ho,  by  reaaba 
'  of  having  a  family,  or  for  other  good  cause,  may 
.'not -be  able  to  joia  the  corps 4)f  invaJida,  tiot  dx^ 
^  ceedrag  half  the  pay  of  such  non-commissioned 
*  officer  or  soldier."  *  . 

Thisamcndmentj  after  some  debate^  was  nega- 
tifed,  and  the  bill -was,  reported  without  amend- 
ment,'^md  ordered  to  lie  a  poo  th^  table. 

Mr;  Dawson  gaye.  notice  he  would  call  it  up 
Ml  Thursday. 

STATtJTB  X>t  LIMlTATIONSi 

On- motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  House  resol- 
ved itself  into  a  Committee,  on  a  reportof  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  sul^eci  of  excepting 
certain  claims  from  the  act  of  limitations.  The 
veport  of  the  comteittee  being  read,  which  con- 
eluded  with  a  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
open  the -act  of  limitations  for  the  claiin»*in 
question: 

.  Mr.  Obolbon  bop^d  the  comttiittee  would  not 
agree  to  this  report.  Information ,  had  i>een  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  Department,  stating  in 
a  distinct  and  tinequivocdl  manner,  that  all  this 
description  of  claims  (wbich  were  all  liquidated 
claims,  such  as  rndeiits  of  interest,  certificates,  dbc.,) 
might  be  allowed  by  the  Government,  without 
danger  of  frand  or  imposition ;  and,  said  Mr.  G.,  if 
justice  can  ,be  extended  to  this  description  of 
tlaimants.  without  danger,  why  should  it  be  de- 
ferred ?  Only  one  solitary  reason  bad  been  offered 
«^tbat  the  persons  really  entitled  to  these  claims 
4ipoD  Oovevnmeni  might  not  get  the  money.  He 
boped  this  would  not  tif  sOffieiebt  to  prevent  Con- 
gress from*  doing  what,  was  just  o'a  the  oceasioa. 


Mr.  Ci'AT  (the  Spealrer)  hoped  the  Comcoittee 
would  disagree  to  this  resolniion.  It  appears  that 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  of  pfAnion  that 
provision  may  be  mUde  for  this  deaeripiion  of 
claims  without  tbatdangerof  fraud,  which  might 
possibly-  arise  from  a  total  repeal  of  thcatatuie  of 
limitations ;  t^at  their  whole  anioaQt  does. not  ex- 
ceed ^0,000,  And  ^he  prohatHlity  io,  that  otte> 
fifth,  will  never  be  appjiied  for,  should  they  be  aa- 
thori^ed.  to  be  paid*.  What,  aaid  *  Mr.  C,  ia  tbit 
statute  of  limitations,  which,' whenever  men  tioaed 
in  iihis  Hou^,  !seem8  to  make  evefy  body  tremMe  t 
It-is  agene'ral  rule  prescribed  by  the  Groverameot 
for  the  direction  of  its  accounting  officeis  in  order 
to  exclude  unjust  claio^s.  What  afe  autntes  of 
limitatxoii  as»  applicable  io  individual  eases?  A 
rule  under  which  individuals  clafna  protectiot 
whenever  they  choose  to  do  so,  abd  wheft,  froia 
the  tap^e  of  tim^,  or  loss  oi  evijIeDce,  they  woaM 
be  injtired,  were  they  not  to  take  this  advantage. 
Bul^in  these  statutes  of  llmitatiqa.  there  are  al- 
ways cxce^tiona  in  favor  of  case's  of  disability,  ia- 
fsmcy,  covertute^insanity,  ahsenoc  beyond  sea,  ^kc 
0ut  what  is  the  coarse  which  an  individml  woold 
take  who  .found,  himself  protected  by  a  siatme 
of  limitation  7  He  would  ^mine  the  jastlee  of 
the  claim  bronght  against  him,  if  the  claiip  weic 
just,  if  he  had  been  deprived  of  00  evidence  by 
the  delay,  if  as'able  to  pay  it.as  if  it  had  been  pre- 
sented kx.  an  eacHerday,he.wiU  Dot  Jieaitate  to  dis- 
charge the  claim,  and  scorn  to  take  advantage  of 
tiie  statute.  Aitd.  said  Mf.  C,  shall  the  Groreni- 
ment  be  less  willing  tp  discharge  its  just  debts 
than  a&  honest  individual  ?  Shall  we  tarn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  claims  of  individuala  upo^  Govemmeat 
because  of  this  statute?  -He  trusted  not.  The 
Committee  of  Claims  ought  toiexamine  the  merit 
of  every  claim  whifth  comes  before  it ,  and  if  it  be 
itf$t;  decide  in  its  favdfr/  But  what,  said  Mr.  C^ 
has  been  the'  history  of  claims,  for  four  or  five 
years  past  ? .  When  a  solitary  claim  was  pre- 
sented* the  House  would  say,  we  baoDOt  legiskle 
Upon  indiyidyaj  cases.  They  occupy  too  muck 
of  our  time.  The  claim  is  put  aside.  The  same 
individual,  some  time  after,  appears  ia  company 
With  otherii. .  We  then  say  there  are  too  niaay 
of  these  claim« — ^tbeir  amount  is  too  large,  aod 
the  Treasul'y  too  poor-*-that  there  are  a  great 
many  other  claims equally  well  founded^-ihat  jos- 
Jice  cannot  be  done  to' them  alL  Someiimet 
there  is  a  division  beiween  the  two  Houses.*  This 
House  passes  a  hill  in  favor  of  some  particoJar 
claim-*-the  ot'lier^ tells  you,  thev  Will  not  irgisJate 
for  particular  cases ;  that  if  they  act,  they  wish 
to  lake  up  the  subject  generally.  Mr.  C.  said,  it 
was  his  wbh,  both  in  his  public  and  private  char- 
acter, as  far  as  possible, 'to  do* justice;  he  there- 
fore hoped  the  course  propoW  bv  the  Cbairmaa 
of  the  Committee  i^  Claidas  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  recommended  by  the  report  was 
negatived,  54  to  31 ;  and  a  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Go  La,  recoifi  mending  a  proviaido  hy  law  for 
these  claims,  after  some  objections  from  Mr.  h\r 
8TON,  vras  agnred  to  39i  to  36. 

ThJfe  Committee  then  took  dp,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
G9OLBON,  a  res6li|tioa  which  had  been  feferced 
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to  thetnv  directing  an  inquiry  fnto  the  merits  of 
all  etatms  referred  to  the  Com.niitte^  of  Claims, 
DOtwlthstandkAg  such  claims  ihay  be  barred  by 
the  statute  of  litpitatiofls. 

After  Aooie  olbservations  in  favor  of  thfs  'resolu- 
tion by  Mr.  Gholson  ^ud  Mr.  MilmOa,  and 
against^,  it  by  Mr.  pACON,  Ahe  Committee  rose 
witUoat  taking  a  question  upoii  it,.and  obtained 
ieave  to  sit  again. 

"WEDyESD^T,  January  8. 

.  Mr.  Lbw48  presented  a  memorial. of  the  Levy 
Court  x)f  Washington  county;  District  of  Colum- 
bia,  praying  such  alter^ioos  in*  the  laws  of  the 
District  as  will  enable  .the  said  coUrt  to  itapose 
taxes  on  tbe'wholeof  the  said  countv^  and  toerecf 
and  maintain  9  penitentiary  ;  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  Xhe  court  may  be  taken  from  the  ^ever^ 
sections  of  the  county  according  to  tli^ir  respect 
tive  number  of  iuhftbilailt^.— -R^lerfed  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Sf  BAKER  iaid  before  tbe;  Bouse  n  resolu-. 
tion  of  the  QenetaL  Assembly  of  the  State  of-Qhio^ 
approbatory  K>f  the  ^edtimeniS' contained  in'the 
Presideiit^  Message  at  the  eooimencfment  of  the 
session,  and  deetariog  their  determriMition'to  sup- 
port, in  eyery  way,  such  roeasiires  as  the  Goirem-' 
nient  laay  find  it. expedient  to  adopt  towards  the 
European  belligerents. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  '  \  •  , 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
ordnano^  and  ordnance  stares,  camp  eqOipage^and 
other  quartermaster's  stores^  and  small  arms,  wa^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed;  as  was  also,  the 
bin  in  The  case  of  the.^hip  Eli^a  Ann, 

The  Spcaker  laid  bel'ore  the  House  a  petition 
of  the  Ursuline  Nuns  at  New  Orleans,  praying 
that  the  hospital  which  adjpioc  their  convent,  ana 
is  in  a  decayed^  state,  may  he  removed;  and  that 
they  may  be  permitted;  to  build  a  house  thereon' 
for  the  education  of  femalesl — Referred.  *  ' 

Mr.  MitcHiLL  presezited  the  petition  oT  certain 
inhabitants  of  Mississippi  Territory,  statipg^  that 
boatmen,  who  navigate  4he  Ohio,  are  ffequevtly 
taken  sick  at  tbe  flatchez ;  that  the  inhabitaiHs 
of  thftt  place  and  the  Western  country  have  made 
considerable  exertions  amongst*  themselves  to  es- 
tablish a  hqsprtal  for  their  reception.  This  pe- 
tition prays^  for  some  porttott  of .  lands  to  enable 
them  to  effect  their  work,  which  be  moved  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTiTR  Hoped  the  gentleman  frqm 
New  York  wo\ild  suffer  this  petition  to  lie  upon 
the  table  until  to>^m'orrow.  He  presebted  a  peti- 
tion of  a  similar  kind  at.  two  different  sessions, 
which  not  only  asked  for  lands,  hot  proposed  a 
tax  on  these  boatmen  for  effecting  this  purpose, 
and  which  bad  been  referred  to  the  ^omaiiitiee 
of  Commerce  and  Mifnofaotutes,  but  upon  ^^hieh, 
though  he  had  frequently  presstid  tbe  eoooftnittee 
on  thesubje^r^  bo  report  bkd  ever  been  made.  II 
this  petition  l^y  till  to-morrow,  he  Would. procure 
the  petition  which  he  bad  inentioned,  and  have  it 
referred  at  the  same  time.*-^Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  'j'  "  " 


VOUJNTBBR  CORPS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  Hou^e  took  up 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  went  into  a  Committee 
on.  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  ofthe  Uni- 
ted Sjtates'to  accept  of  certain  volunteer  corpsl 

*  Tbe  bill  b^irig  read,  an  amendment  was  pro^ 
posed  to  prevent  the  land  which  is  provided  for 
the  beirsand  representatives  of  any  volunteer  who 
«hall  fjalt  in  the  service  from  being  sold  to  specu- 
lators ;  but,  after  various  attempts  at  amendiuji^ 
the  amendment, 'and  considerable' discussion,  it 
*was  discovered  that  no  volunteer  could  dispose  of 
this  land,  as  he  never  would  have  any'right  in  it^ 
as  it  vested  in  his  heirs  in  case  he  died  in  the  ser- 
vice only.  Th^  amendments  wcrfe  of  couirse  disa- 
greed to. 

A  motion  was  afterwards  made  to  allow  every 
-volunteer,  who  had  served.twelve  months, on  leav- 
ing the  service,  eighty  acres  of  land  ;  bill  this  was 
disagreed  to,  on  the  ground  that  the  men  who 
entered  into  this  service,  would  enter' from  patri- 
otic motives,'and  ouebt  not  to  be.pu(  upop  a  level 
with  the  regular  soldiers.  >  '- 

^  The  Committee  rose,  withouf  going  through 
the  bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 
BATTlIgON  the  WABASH. 

Mr.  McKsG, from  ibe  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs,'  to  jvhom  wa«  rejferred  the  Message  of  the 
President,  transmitting  two  letters  from  CJovernot 
Harrison,  reporting  the  particulars  and  issue. of 
the .  expedition  under  his  commahd  against  <he 
hostile  Indians  on  the  Wabash  river, ^ad  the 
memorial  bhhe  Legislature  ofthe  Indiq^na  Ter- 
Titory,«Dd  ihe  officers  and  soldiers  who  sefved  in 
the  said  estpedition,  presented' th«  twebty-fourth 
altimo,  made  a  repdrl'therepn;  which  was  readj 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
mbrrow.    The  report  is  as^foMo^s.:. 

*  The  cofaimittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
ofthe  President  of  the  United  States,  transinitting  twp 
letters  from  Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Tcrri- 
torjr,  reporting' the  particaTara  and  the  issne  of  the  ex- 
pedition andifr  his  command  against  thehOalUe  Indians 
on  the  Wabash,  and  tcuwhom  was  alsof  nslbrred  the 
memorial  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  ofthe  Indiana  Ter* 
ritory,  and  the  memoriaf  of  the  oftcers  and  soldieiii  of 
the  militia>of  Knox  county,  in  the  Indiana  Territorj^ 
who  served  in  the  late  campaign  tinder  the  command 
of  Cibvomor  Harrison,  report :  ^  - .     ' 

'  That  thev  have  had  the  several  Tnatlors  to  them  vefer* 
red  under  meir  considei^tion,  and  have  given  ta  thom 
that  attention  which  their  importance  seems  to  ttMffit. 

It*  appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Governor  Harrison  may  ve^yp^ope^^y 
be  termed  raio  iroop$:  very  few  of  the  ofteei^  and 
almost  ivone  of  the  nern,  had  ever  been  in  actaal  sei^ 
vice  y  and  a  oonsiderable  portion  of  them  had  been  only 
a  few  weeks  withdrawn  from  tbe  pursuits  of  civil  life. 
Tbe  attack  made  on  this  <|nicUy*aBseml4ed  army  by. 
the  hostile  Indians  on  theWabash^whenviewted,  either 
as  it  relates  to  the  nature  of  the  enemy,  the  time,  or 
the  violeace  wtth  which  the  attack  was  made,  eanaot. 
but  be  eonsidered  of.  such  a  charactet  as  would  have 
severely  tested  tbe  collected  ftrmneas  of  the  most  abl# 
and  experienced  ti^ps.  This  attack,  violent  and  nn«* 
ezpeelad  as  iteeaas  to  have  been,  was  reptoHed  by  the^ 
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troops  under  tbe  command  of  Gev«i|M>r  Harrison ,  with 
a  gahantry  and  good  condact  worthy  of  futare  imita- 
tion. The  whole  transaction,  in  .the  opitiion  of  the 
cominitt^e»  presents  to  the  American  people  a  new 
proof  that  the  dautitless  spirit  of  our  ancestors,  by  whom 
the  war  ofthc  ReTolution  Was'  so  ably  and  saccess- 
fully  maintained,  has  not  Seen  diminished  by  more  than 
thirty  jears  of  almost  uninterrupted  peace,  but  that  it 
has  been  handed  4own,  unimpaired,  to  their  post^frity . 

In  estimating  the  claims  of  tho  army  on- the  Goven^ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  nature  of  the  countiy,  as  well  as  of  the  en^my  to^ 
tie  encountered,  subjected  the  army  to  many  extreme' 
hardships,  and  equal  dangers,  where  every  thing  was 
hazaid^,  and  liut  little  could  be  gained,  ei^cept  the 
tegard  of  their  country^ 

The  volunteers  and  militia  (to  Whose  claims  the  me- 
morials .Teferred  to  the  committee  particularly  relpite) 
were  in  actual  service  but  a  short  time,  for  which  alone, 
the/  are  Entitled  to  pay  by  law  ;  the  cgmjiensation, 
therefore,  to  which  they  are  entitled,  is  not  at  all  com- 
mensurate to  the  serviced  rendered,  and  the  dangers 
incurred.  Besides,  many  of  the  o0icers  and  men  who 
ftll,  or  were  woumted,  in  the  battle  of  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1811,' were  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  for 
which  they  were  indebted  to  the  United  States;  w^ichj 
debt  falls  due  in  a  short  time,  and  the .  penalty  .'of  for-* 
feiture  will  be  incurred  if  the  debt  is  not  paid.  It  would 
be  unjust  to  inflict  a  penalty  so  severe  on  the  discon- 
solate widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  and  toldiers 
of  the  vOlanteefs  and  militia,  who,"*  in  common  with 
their  brother  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  troops, 
fell  in  their  country's  cause,  in  a  manner  so  distin- 
guishfSd,  that  nothing  was  wanting  but  a  great  occa- 
sion, interesting  to  the  feeling* of  the  American  people, 
to  have  c^wned  their  names  with  uniadihg.laur«la. 

As'ai^  evidence,  therefore,  of -the  regard  d«e  to  iW 
bravesy  and  ability  displayed  by  the  ti«>op»  under  the 
oommand  of  Governor  Haruson^,  in  the  battle  of  the 
7th  N0vem[ber,  1811,  as  veil  as  to  relieve  th^  represent- 
atives of  those  who  w.er^  kilM  in  the  action,  from  the 
pecuniary  losses  incurred  in  consequence  thereof,  the 
committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  one  month's  pay  .ought  to  be 
allowed,  in  addition  to  th£  common  allowance,  to  the 
officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  regulars, 
volunteers,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  those  who  were  lulled  or  have  since  died  of  their 
wpunds,  composing  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Gov.  Harrison,  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash. 

3.  Eedolvetij  That  five  yean'  half-paj  ought  to  be 
aflowed  to  the  legal  i«presentativas  of  tho  officera,  (ac« 
eordiiig  to*the  rankwbiph  they  held,)  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  privates,  of  the  volunteers  %nil 
militia  who  were  killed' in  the  battle  of  the  7th.  Novem- 
ber, 1811,  or  who  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 

3.  Jtuohttdy  That  provision  o\ight  to  be  made  by  law 
to  place  on  the  pension  list  the  offieers,  (accor^ng  to 
the  tank  which  they  held*)  tho  Aon-commiseiikiied  offi- 
t:6rs|  and  soldiers,  of  the  volunteers  and  miJitta  who 
served  in  the  Uta  campaign  on  the  Wabash,  und«r  the 
command,  of  Governor  Harrison,  and  whp  have  been 
wounded  or  disabled  in  the  «aid  campaign. 

4.  iCeaaiiknit  That  provision  ougiit  ro,be  made  l;iy  law 
to  pay  for  the  ho^sea  and  other  property  of  individuals 
lost  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  aaid  battle. 

6.  Jttaolved,  Thai  the  itirthctr  timO'of years 

a«ght  to  bo  aUowsa  td  ths  offioem  and  Bok^m  who 


were  woonded,  and  to  the  legal  repiesentatives  of  those 
who  were  killed,  in  the  said  battle,  to  complete  the  pay- 
ments due  or  which  may  fall  due  to  thq  United  States 
on  any  purchases  of  the  public  lands  made  by  them 
before  the  said  battle. 

>     ADDITIONAL  AULITAEY  FQBCB. 

A  messbge  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
fdrming  the'Hcru^e  that  tiie  Senate  had  agreed  to 
all  their  amendmeots  to  the  bill  to  raise  ao  addi- 
tional military  foree,  exoept  the  proviso  in  the  first 
section,  and  ttie  three  additioipal  secuons,  to trhich 
tiiey  disagree. 

The  pVovrsd^xlisagreed  tOj  is  in  the  fo&owiog 
words:    .  ,     "    . 

"  Prwidedj  h&weoer,  That  eommlssionvd  officers  far 
six  only  of  fh'e  said  regiments  shall  be  appointed,  until 
three-fourths  of  the  privates  requisite  to  complete  sudi 
six  regiment*  have  been  enlisted,  when  the '  conunii- 
sioned  offlbers  for  the  remaining  seven  regiment  shaO 
be  appointed.''  v ' 

The  followibg  are  the  tbre^  sections 'disagreed 
to: 

'**  Tlkat  the  officers,'  who  may  be  appointed  in  vfitoe 
of  this*  act,  shall  respectively  cbntinue  in  oonmuasion 
durihg  sudi  term  only  as  the  President  shall  judge  re- 
quisite for  the  public  service ;  and  that  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for.  th6  Prettdent  to  discharge  the  Whole*  or  any  put 
of  the»  troops,  which  may  b^  raised  under  the  authority 
of  this  act,  whenev^  he  shall  judge  the  measure  coa- 
siQtent  with  the  public  welfar<e. 

.  **  That  no  general',  field  or  staff  officer,  who  may  be 
appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive any  pay  ol*  emoluments  until  he  shall  be  called 
into'  actual'  service,  nor  for  any  longer  time  than  he 
sljiall  continue  therein.* 

"That  in  the  repess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  isKereSy  apthorized^  to  appoint  all  or 
any  of  the  officer^  other  than  the  general  officers  proper 
to  be  appointed  under  this  act,whick  appointment  shall 
be  sutmiitted  to  the  Senate  at  iheir,  next  seesfOOribr 
their  advice  and  consent'* 


!  Tbursdat,  January  9. 
The  petition  whjch  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
Ho^ise  yesterday,  from  the  Ursuline  inids  at  New 
Orleans,  was  enoloaed  to  him  and^recommeeded 
by  Governor  Qlaiborue.  It  pcayed  for  an  ex- 
caaoge  of  the  milliard  hospital  for  some  lou 
which  they  hold.io  Uitt  city  better  calculated  for 
a  hospital.  After  the  petition  was  read, 
.  Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  jie  had  receireda 
letter  Crum  Qov^rnor  Claiborjie  relative  to  that 
petitiooy  and  in  cobfiriQatioti  of  the  facts  therein 
Slated.  This  community  qf.nuns  is  a  mo&c  re- 
spectable and  useful  member  of  society,  the  whole 
of  their  temporal  C9res  being  directed  to  the  eda- 
ca^oB  of  female  youth.  Tbey  are  that  comma- 
nity  which  som?'  years  ago  presented  «  most  ele- 
gant address  to,  the  then  President  of  the  United 
Sla^8,aDd  received  from  himaq^^qually  elegant 
answer.  '       ,. 

-  I  am  well  assured  that  the  lots  whicb  they  wish 
to  exchange  are  mqre  valuable,  and  better  suited 
for  the  erection  6f  a  hospittil  than  t&ose  on  which 
the  hospital  now  stands.  I,  therefore,  more  that 
the  petition  aofT  accompanying  papers  be  referred 
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to  9,  select  comiQittee,  who  will,  do  doubt,  cod- 
vers*  Willi  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject. 

This  was  ^grefid  to,"abd  *Mr.  Dawson,  Mr. 
LowKDEs,  aod  Mr.  Macon,  were  appointed  the 
colEnmiitee. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXtER  presented  to  the  Hbus^  the 
petition  fram  the  Mayor  and  other  citizens  bf 
Natchez,  on  the  subject  of  erecting  a  hospital  for 
the  jreception  of  sick  boatmen  employed  on  the 
the  Mis^ij^ippi,  to  which  he  referred  yesterday. 
This  petition,  with  that  presented  yes^erda/by 
Mr.  MiTOBiLL,  was  referred.  *         ' 

The  Speaker  laid  before  rhe  House  a  commii- 
nitaiion;  from  the  Secretary,  of  the.  Treasury 
enclosing  a  r?port  of  the  Commissiooers  of  the 
£a8tern  District  of  Or'leans  and  Louisiana,  qf  re- 
jected claims. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pablie  Lands. 

additional'  mUTARY  PORCB. 

Mr.  PoRtER  called  for  the  considesraticm  of 
the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  mflltary  force,, 
which. motion  be in^  agreed  to,  the  aimendiiMDts 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  were  read,  m^hen 

Me.  I^ortbr  mpyed  <h^t  the  House  recede  frotn- 
these  amendments.  He  made  this  motion  froCa 
no  change  of  sentiment,  but  from  a  desire  to  pte- 
reox  further  delay..  He  ha4  alway^s  been  of  6{)ia- 
ioQ  that,  if  we  went  to  war,  (he  first  operation^of 
th^  war  would  be  carried  on  by  the  roliinteer 
corps  and  this  troops  already  in  &)rce,  because  tbe 
volunteers  will  not  only  be  much  soonest  ready  to 
take  the  field,  but  th^y  lyill  be  already  arided  aUd 
disciplined/ whereas  the  new  tifoopB  would  be 
drawn  froo^  different  parts  of. the  Union,  and. 
probably  be  entii'ely  unacquainted  with  military 
disciplide.  It  was  umler  this  impression  that  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  wh^n  the\bill 
from  the  Senate  was  referred  to  them,  recom- 
mended an^  amendment  reducing  tbe  tweqty'dve 
thousand  men,  (the  number  .in  the  bill  v^ifch 
came  from  (he  Senate)  to  fifteen  thou^nd.  Th«y 
snpposerfthat  this; njNunber,wi(h<  those  which  bad- 
been  authorized  fcK  filling  up  the  present  eatab* 
lishment,  would  be  sufficient,  and  as  large  a  nui^r" 
ber  as  wouM  be  at  present  raised.  But  when  this 
amendment  was  proposed  to  the  House;  it  was 
met  ilrith  a  gust  of  zeal  and  passion.  [The  Sp'bak 


Mr  Smiub  did  not  wish- to  occupy  the  time  of 
the- House  by  any  observations.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  for  receding*,  and  called  foir  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it'. 

-^  Mr.,JoB«soN  thought  he  had  already-earned 
the  spirit  of  accommodation  far  enough  in  vo« 
Xiog  for  raising  a  greater  nulnber^f  men  than  he 
thought  .necessary  at  preset^t.  He  would  be  one 
of  the  last  meiijn  the  House  io  bring  intoques? 
tion  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  or  to  excite, feelings 
of  warmth  between  t.be  two  Houses;  both  had 
the>ame  country  to  serre,.aDd  doubtless  had  the 
same  objects  in  view.  He  regretted  that  the  pas** 
sage  of  this  bill  should  be  ptocrastinated ;  and  if 
there  was  a  majority  in  favor  of  receding  from  , 
the  amendjnrats,  his  remi^rks  should  defer  Uie 
question  but  for  a  few  n[^omen4s.  He  would  ad* 
vert  to  the  course  Which  this  subject  had  taken, 
ia  order  to  justifyjhpse  who  ace  in,  favor  of  rais- 
ing a  smaller  number  of  m^n  than  ia  contempla-^ 
ted  by  the  bill.  It  was  not  only  the  opinion  of 
the  Comn^ittee  of  Foreign  HeUtions,  but  of  ^r« 
ery  department  of  the  Qovernment,  tiikt  ten  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  in  addition  to  filling  up  the 
present  Military  Establisl^enU  a^  the  contem- 
plated volunteer  corps,  would  be  sufficient  for  the - 
first  moRients  of  the  War.  .After  the  first  blow 
was  struck,. it  was  believed  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  raising  a  regular  force  to  any.  extent 
that  might  be  wanted.  Those,  however,  in  favor 
of  ten  thousand, 'out  of  a  spirit  of  accommoda- 
ion,  consented  to  tbe  raising  of  fifteen  thousand, 


and  afterwards,  with  the  restrictions  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  officers,  to  twenty-five  tliou^ 
sand  men. 

Mr.  J;  sajd  it  would  be  impossible  to  g^t  along 
with.this  busiaesaif  members  did  not  act  withes 
accommodatiug  spirit.    Kespect  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  opinions  of  men  w-ho  have  had  a;i  experi-  - 
ence  of  ten,  fifteen,  br  twenty  years  in  the  GTov* 
erament.    If,  in  a  cause  like  the  present,  no  mem*  . 
Iter  would  vote  for  raising  any  but  the  precise 
numbetr  hie  had. in  his  own  mind  fited  ^pon,  the 
House  would  be  able  to  pass  no  bith  upon  the 
sabjecL    Whilst  this.  House  was  engaged  ia  die*' 
(^Hssing  rh6  resolution  for  mising  an  addttU»p8|i 
military  force.- a  bill  on  the  subject  was  received 
from  the.  Seaate.    The  Hbnse  immediately  laid 
aside  their  own  proposition,  and  took  up  thebilL' 
sa  aaid  those  were  improper  terms  to  be  applied  to^  The  Senate  cannot  but  see^that  tlie  House  gave 


tbe  House.]  Mr,^  P.  ore^nt  not  toreHti^l  apon  the 
House.  Tlie  seal  with  which  (bis  proposition  was . 
met,  evinced  a  laudable  wish  to  raise  a^ufficienlL 
foroe  lo.p'rotept*  the  rights  and  iQterestft  of  onr 
country.  Nor.  did  he  feel  inclined  to  oppose  what 
appeared  to  be  almost  an  tiACHiinaous  Wish  of  this? 
House  and  of  the  Senate.  He  thought  it  of  more 
'importance  tq  act  promptly,  (h^D  to-dispute  wh'^- 
ther  there  should  be  ten  thousand,  more  orJessy 
men;  and,  therelbre,  gave  in  te  the  will  of  the 
majority.  When  the  amendments  for  limiting 
the  appointment  of  officers,  now  disagreed  to  by 
tbe  Senate^  Were  ihtroduced.  he  voted  for  the^, 
because  they  brought  the  bill  nearer  to  his  views  $ 
but,  as  these  amen(l menu  had  been  irejeeted  by 
the  Senate,  he  ^aa  willing  to  lecede  froal  them. 


way  to  their  wishes  on  the  .subject;  bm  ibey 
ought  to  eohstder  that  this  House*  .stands  upon 
the  sam^  ground  witjl  them,  and  ^hat  respect  is 
due  to  their  decisions.  He  had  ^  no  doubt  that 
m^ny  were  induced  to  vote  for  this  bill  from  the 
amendmLen^s  to  which- the  Senate  have  disagreed; 
When  appropriations  for  |hi«  army,  are  wonted, 
this  House  will  hare  te  .originate  a  bill  for  the, 
porpotpej  and  shall  hare  to  accooat  to  the -people 
for  the- economical  expenditure  of  the -public 
money  in  the  prosecution  of  this  wari  '  Before  be 
^ould  lose  the  bill,  be  wopld,  to  be  sure,.^recede 
from  these  amendments ;  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would,  in  the  first  instance,  adhere  to  their  amend- 
ments, which  would  bring  on  a  eonference  be- 
tween 4he  two  Houkea  that  might  either  iaduca 
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the  Senate  to  ^ccept  of  the  amen^ments^  or  to 
l^ve  such  reasons  for  tbe  rejectiog  tbem  as  might 
induce  this  House  more  wiliiagly  to  recede,  from 
them. 

Mr.  WaioHT'was  in  favor  6f  receding  from  the 
amendments,  rather  than  that  the  passage  of  the 
hill  should  be  delayed.  He  believed,  though  the 
Qovernmeni  would  incur  a  greater  expense,  by 
the  course  proposed,  the  men  would  sopner  be 
raised  ;. as  tfvejry  oflScer  who  entered  the  service 
would  fitad  it  his  duty  to  promote  ihe  enlistment 
of  the  men  ;  and  as  the  object  was  of  magnitude, 
we  oufffat  not  to  regard  the  expense. 

.Mr.LiTTL£  wished  to  make  a  few  observations 
on  ihis  question.  The  subject  of  difference  be- 
tween* tlie  two  Houses^  was  a  mere  matter  of  ex- 
pense. If  we  I'ecede  from  these  anaendments,  all 
the  officers  for  tlie  thirteen  regiments  will  have 
.  to  be  at  once  appointed.-  The  advantages  of  thid 
(oor^e  ought -to  4)e- compared  with  the  expense, 
m  order  to  see  which  will  prepondemte.  In  his 
opinion,  fhe  filling  up  of  the  rank$  would  depend 
very  much'  on  the  character  of  the  officers  ap- 
poiated.  -  If  we  are  immAliately  to  ^o  to  war.  he 
thought  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  att 
early  appointment  of  the  officers  would  be  of 
more  consequence  then  the.  expense.  Much  haU 
been  said  about  the  opinion  ol  the  Executive  as 
to  the  mimher  of  men  necessary  to  be  raised ;  be 
thought  this  branch  of  the  Government  as  well 
able  to  jtrdge  of  the  proper  force  to-  be  raised  as 
the  Executive,  being  acquainted  with  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  tbe  cpuntry,  and  the  most  vulnerable 
parts  of  it.  He  was  in  favor  of  receding  fVota 
the  amendcaents. 

Mr.  Maxwell  was  in  favor  of  ralsiog  an  addi- 
tional force;  but  could  not  agree  to  abaadon 
these  atnendments.  Wheii  this  subject  was  first 
agitated,  it  appeared  that  tbe  Executive  was  in 
favor  of  raising  ten  thousand  men  only.  He, 
was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  number  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relaiions ;  finding 
there  ifaa  a  great  variety  of  opinion,  however, 
he  consented  to  vote  for  fifteen  thousand  men,  by 
w»y  of  accommodation.  The  Senate  outstripped 
thk  House  in  their  movements  id*  this* business,* 
and  sent  down  a  bill  proposing  to  raise  twenty- 
five  thousand  men.  He  was  opposed  |o  this  num-^ 
b(}r,'0n  account  of  ita  being  so  much  larger  than  ■ 
l|ad  been  Bsked  for  by  tbe  Executive,  and  he  be- 
lieved this  was  the  opinion  of  man^  oihevs ;  how- 
ever, when  the  proposition  made  oy  the  Speaker 
for  limiting  tbe  number  of  offil&ers  lo  be  appointed. 
was  agreed  to,  he  voted  for  the  bill,  m  lie  cod- 
ceived  many  others  had  done  so,  that  the  bill 
'tnjffht  pass  by  as  Urge  i.  majority  as  possible. 
What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  on  this 
occasion?  Have  they  acted  in  anythinig  like  a 
spirit  ofx^nciliation?  They  say,  pass  the  bill  it 
the  shape  in  which  we  send  it  to  yoo,  6r  not  an 
alL  He,  for  one,  would  not  agree  to  pass  it  in  this 
way.  He  made  a^  great  a  sacrffice  of  opinion  as 
be  was  wiUing  to  do;  There  is  a  point  beyond 
which,  he  trusted,  this  House  could  not  be  driven. 
He  had  no  desire' to  see  an  army,  of  officers,  with* 
ottt  soldiers  to  command,  wftich  would  be  the 


case,  if  these  amendments  were  struck  out  of  the 
biH. 

Mr.  BiBp  said,  if' in  the  coormeocement  of  a 
war  with  England,  we  are  tio  be  reffardiess  of  ex- 
pense, the  war^wiU  terminate,  either  before  in 
commencement,  or  sooa  after.  Whether  a  dispo- 
sition to  produce  such  an  effect  bad  given  rise  to 
this  difference  bet  weep  the  two  Houses,  was  not 
his  province  to  determine ;  but  in  tbe  very  act 
of  making  war  against  England  fur  ag<gre«8ions, 
he  was.  unwilling  to  submit  to  the-usurpatioas  of 
any  other  body.  He  found,  by  the  CoBstitatioii, 
that  aU  money  bilU  must  originate  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  -,  yet  the  Seaaie  has 
passed  9  bill  incurrintf-an  expense  of  eight,  nine, 
of  ten  millions  of  dolUrs,  which  we  have  amend* 
ed;  but  which  they  send  back  to  us,  saying:  "We 
will  expen^l  teo  millions,  or  nothing.''  Was  not 
this  reversing  the  ord^r  of  thio^  7  It  ceruinly 
beloQgs  (o  thia  House^  Co  pVovfde  the  ways  and 
"means,  and  to  judge  of  the  ability  of^  the  natioa 
to  raise  th^mi.  He  hoped,  therefore,' the  House 
would  not  recede. 

Mr.  Grum pr  said,  if  he  had  been  opposed  to 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
receding  from  these  amendtnents.  Though  it  is 
the  busiaesii  of  this  Hotise  to  originate  money- 
bills,  the 'gentleman  from  Georgia  nM  carried  bis 
idea^^on  tnis  subject  too  far.  We,  as  the  imme- 
diate Representatives  of  the  people,  are  supposed 
to  be  the  best  judges  of  what  is  proper  in  this 
respect  j  but  it  does  not  -follpw,  that  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  shall  not  originate  any 
biir  which  may  call  fcAr  money  from  the  Treasury. 
They  have  this  right,  and  we  have  the  right  to 
^ct  upon  such  bills,  when'  they  come  before  us,  as 
we  think  proper.     • 

Let  us  examine,  said  Mr.-G..  whether  the  Sen- 
ate have  not  acted  properly  in  rejecting  these 
ameodfbeots,  and  whether  true  economy  wHl  not 
be  consulted  by  agreeing  to  the  present  motion. 
We  had  determioed  that  less  than  one-half  the 
officers  should  be  appointed  at  preseti^t,  and  after- 
wards, when  a  certain  porti^  of  the  meo  shall 
be  raited,  the  balance,  if  we  shall  be  engaged  in 
wat',  is  it  believed  that  twenty-five  thousand  meo 
will, be  too  many  ?  Certainly  not.  Would  it  not, 
then,  be  consulting  economy  and  despatch  to  raise 
a  sufficiency  of  men  at  once  ?  "  For,  if  you  send 
a  force  to  Canada,  you  must^eave  a  part  of  voor 
mcfn  to  guard ''yx)u;  posts  ht  hdme.  The  ioree 
ought  to  be  fol^  sufficient;  if  it  Were  not,  defeat 
might  be  the  consequence. 

This  bill,  said  xMr.  G.,  came  from  tbe  Senate ; 
we  have  amended  jt ;  they  disagree  to  oar  amend- 
ments, and  ask  us  to  recede.  And  if  we  do  not, 
a  verbal  war  is  to  be  carried  on  between  the  two 
Houses.  Rath^  than  this  should  take  place,  he 
would' be  for  now  yielding  a  little  on  the  score  of 
numbers,  and  ibsorethe  passage  of  the  bill,  which 
loight  otherwise  beendaogered.  Besides,  this  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  Houses  would  ex- 
hibit us  in  an  unfavorable  light,  not  only  to  our 
own  constituents,  but  to  foreign  countries.  Great 
Britain  would  be  ready  to  say*  "Republican  Amer- 
*  ica'  can  nev^er  go  to  wat.   iTheirCongress  would 
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^  rather  boM  a*  Terbai  eoDfliex  amoofif  tbetnfleHca 
'  thai)  engage  io  war  with  any  nation  whatever/' 
Mr.  8itiLi£  hoped  ;he  House  would  not  recede 
from  their  amendments,  The.  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Wright)  had  said  the  objeet  ia 
^reai,  and  we  ous^fat  nat  to  tillk  about  exfiense. 
He  kfiew  as  well  aa  thaf  gentleman  that ,  war 
coold  not  he  carried  on  withojat  expense.  >  This 
is  not  thequestion.  The  question  is,  whether  We' 
will  sobrait  to  an  noneeessary '  expense  ?  The. 
gentleman  from  Tennes^e  (I^r.  GroKdy)  has 
told  lu  >we  ottght  to  af  ree  with-  the  Senate,  lesf 
we  hazard  the  loaa  of  the  biU.  If  Jthis  should  be 
the  case,  bn  whom  will  the  responsibility  re^t? 
Where  it  ought  to  rest.  "Have  we'  not'sKcwp 
erery  diapostoiOn  to  acctmvmodate  the  Senate,  at 
the  sanva  time  that  we  endeavored-  to  ^uafd 
a^lnat  Dfin^cesiTary  expense?*  How  will* 'the 
bill  smnd  if  the  amendments  b^  stricken  out?  It 
win  be  an  excellent  bil|  •  for  effioers,  butn'dtfor 
men;  There  wHl  be  an  aro^y  of  oflleen 'without 
men.  Would  ft  i-njare  th^  service  if  tlieee  aineod-v 
metits  remain  ?  He  tfaoaghl  nm.  H^  had  donbte 
whether  tW  tweino  hundred  ihea  for.^ix  regi- 
ments would  be  raised  foY  twelve  months  from 
this  timie;  a;id  all  this  rime  the  oafi on  would  be 
saddled  lyith  the  etpense  of  the  officers. for  all 
the  thirteen  regrai^tsw  If  this  were  economy, 
he  did  not  udderstaad  it.  It^i^iU  be  remembered, 
^aid  Mn  &,  that-all  power  tests  with  the  people- 
Their  opinion  siippprts  those  in  power  f  and  when 
that  <^banges,  they  wifl .  cb66se.  thQse  whose  opin* 
ions  correspond  with  their  own. 

Mr.  S.  said  when  he  looked  forward-to  the  day 
when  we  should  haVe  to  call  upon  th?  peop>e  for 
taxea  to<  support  this  ezpeii6e;<ir,  Aft  least,  to  pay 
the  interest  of  it— 'for  be  ho]^d  it  was  not  intend- 
ed to  borrow. maney  to  pay  the  interest  as  Veil 
as  principal*-he  expected  great  mqrmDfin^^  For 
we  mast 'hare  internal  taxes;  no  one  thought  of 
any  other  souree.  Afl  goes  on  very  sn^thly  at 
present; 'but  the  trying  time  wUl  be  when  the 
supptids  come  to  be  raised.  .  Ha  was*  wiUi&g  to 
enter  into  ibn  war;  but  he  was  uawiUing  to  ex- 
pend one  ahillin^  uoaeceSsarHy. 

Mr.  Troup  was  in  favor  of  reeeding,  because, 
id  doing  so,  he  believed  the  raising  of  the  troop^ 
w<»'uld  be  expedited ;  for,  if  two  hundred  officers 
coald  raise,  ten  rtboueaad  men  in.  a  giVen  time, 
four  hundred  ^officers  aould  raise  twenty  thousand 
in  the  same  time.  He  could  nqt  help  replyingto 
a  remark  of  the  gentleman  .from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Smilib,)  that  gentlemea  were  all  far  econ- 
omy. Mr;  T.  was  not  for  a  war  of  economy,  but 
a  war  of ,  vig[dr«  All  wars  are  necessarily.  expen«^ 
sire.  The  hoore  feeble  and  protracted  they  tre, 
the  greater  will  be  the  expense  ;*  and  the  expense 
is  less,'  in  proportion,  aa  tbeymre  short  and  vigor- 
ova.  >  If  we  are>  not  to  have  'an  en  ergeti  c  war,,  let 
us  bayrno  wftr.  He 'believed  the  resources  of 
this  country  are* adequate  to  any  war»  Compare 
the  sitoation  of  the  country  with  what  it  Was  in 
1T75.  Our  population  now  consisu  'of  seven  miU 
liona  of  active,  enterprising  individuals^  carrying 
on  a  Commerce  second  only  to  one  nation  in  the 
world  ;  then,  our  pepalation  was  only  thtte  mil- 
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lions,  with  a  feeble  colonial  vcommerce,  and  |he. 
people  miijcrably  poor 'in  everything  bqt  a'spirit 
of  liberty.  What  did  thw  dp  ?  If  gientlem^n  will 
recurlo  the  Jaaroala  of  4bat  dtiy,  they  will  disoc^v- 
er  that^  vhen  Congress  had  a  formidable  army 
ready:  to  march,  they  had  not  a  dollar  of  reretaue^ 
and  th^  peopht  wereMoo  indigent  to  rais^  money. 
Congress  had  to  issue  .bills  of  credit  to  the  amount* 
of  two-  millions  of  doUa^.  (f  it  be  thought  we 
cannot  raise  theifecessa'ry  supplies,  we  had  better 
do  8^t  once,' what,  perhaps,  we  shall  find  it  neces*^: 
sary  to  do.  if  we  refuse  40  recede  from  theae 
amend  m^ats^«l£6nit7.  .     ^   , ' 

Mr.  WiDQBaT  said,  had  not  these  amendmente 
been  made  to  the  bill;  the  minority  on  iU  passage 
#oold  haye  been  much  larger  than:  it  was.  Unr 
til  gentleman  shall  come  forward  and  offer  some 
goi(Hl  reasoh /or  agr^ing  to  the  present  motion, 
he  shpnld  be  opposed  tp  it,' believing,  thia  House 
fo  btBfl  saiod.  judges  of  what-  ^s  right  as  the 
dthei:.'  Indeed,  if  there  be  safety*  in  a  mukitucfe 
of  cQunseliofs,  we  hav^  tfaie  iidvaotage.  Be  did  • 
not  believe  the  loss  of  the  bill  would  be  hajKarded  • 
by  refusing  to recedf  ^'  it  wopkl  bive^  ODt.a  tonf(|r- 
ence.  He,  was  willing  to  go  as  far.  as  was  neces- 
sary in  raising  troops,  hot  he  wished  to  avoid  all 
unnecpsarV  expense. 

Mf.  RoBEBTs  said  the  queation  had  now  re- 
solved itself  into  the  shape  in  vfhich  he  wished 
to  have  hid  it.  before)  when  the  btU  was  under . 
discussion.  The  v|}te  wil)  now  be  whether  we 
wiU  agree  to'rai^e  aq  army  of  twenty.-five  thou- 
sand or)en,  and  all  the.  officers,  complete ;  at  a 
Ume,  too,  lyhen  nothing  has  been  done  towards 
arming  the '  militia .  or  raising  vol^unieers,  and 
when,  from  the  present  situation  of  things,  not  - 
much  is  to  be^  expected  od^  those  subjfeeXs.*  The 
measiJires  which  have  been  taken  for  putting  odr- 
selves  in  ^  state  for  mecftiag  a  war,  arose  from  .the 
Message  of  the  President  at  the  commenoement 
of  this  session.  The  Committee  of  Foreign  ]Re- 
latioas,.who  had  this'subject  under coneiderMion, 
recommended,  the  filling  t>p  of  the  present  Mili-> 
tary'fistabiisl^netitiraisnig'an  additiqaal  military 
force,  the  |icc(»>tance  of  v^unteercorp8,aDd  arm- 
ing and  disciplining  the  militia.  The  Senate  re- 
port^ a  bill,  and  matured  it,  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  fore?,  bat  he  hadnot:  hesirdxirat 
they  had  taken  any  step  respecting  the  militia  or 
voianieers.  We  first  agree  to  raise  what  appear- 
ed to  him  the  mOst  objectionable  force^which, 
he  fear^,  would  preventdoe  attention  being  paid 
to  the  volunteer?  and  militia.  H^,  therefore^ 
thought  it  would  he  improper,  in  thi«  stage  of  the 
bC»iness,'for  the  House  to  recede*  The  Senate, 
it  wckikl  be  cecollected,  is  a  i)art  oi  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government,  and  the  differ- 
ence now  between  the  two'  Houses  is,  whether 
all  the  officers  shall  be  at  once  appointed.  Per- 
.  haps  they  felt  a  de^iire  on  this  »ubie<;t,  arising  from 
their  Executive  duty.  He  shoukl  wish  to  be  sat^ 
isfied  on  this  point  by  a  conference  before  he 
agreed  to  reeede. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  House  had  already 
decided  that  twenty-five  thousand  meii  were  a^ 
cesaa^y.    The  only  question  at  present  is  a  qoes- 
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ttOD  of  expuense.  Can  an/  frentleman  say  what 
chfi  differ«;ice of  expense  will . be?  He  believed 
ic  would  be  very  inconsidefable.  I^e  iquestloa 
of  peace  or  war  must' be  decided' in  three  or  four 
montht*,  and  several  w^eks  would  pass  before  the 
appoiDtments  could  be  ihade.  Congress  would 
spend  more  In  deliberating  od  this  Subject-  than 
tne  diflerence  of  expense  woi^ld  amount  to.  In 
case  the  whole  of  tnie  officers'  be  appointed,  the 
recruiting  service  will  iro  on  much  better  than  it 
would  otherwise  do.  If,  said  Mr.  C»,  we  be  serir 
otts  OQ  the  questixMi  of  war,  we  ought  not  lo  stickle 
about  an  expanse  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand- 
dollars.  If  a  temper  of  thi^  kind  is  to  prevail  in 
the  House,  it  will  show  that  wa  are  nOt  it  to 
toanage  the  afikirs  of  4he  nation.  He  knew  the 
expenses  of  war  were  considerable,  and  they  will 
be  so,  at  all  events;  hot  a  war  carried  on  whh 
vigor  would  be  less  so  thap  one  carried  on  \^  a 
feeble,  ineffective  way.'  if /gentlemen  wereaiarm« 
ed  at  a  meanure  of  thi^:  kind  at  the  commence^ 
ment  of  .OUT  preparations,  we  had  better  pi'oc^eci 
no  further. 

Mr.  Raisdolpr  said  he  woi)ld  make  a  motion 
^  which  would'supersede  the  one  before  the  House. 
li  was,' that  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject should  be  indefinitely  postponed.  ,  ^ 
^ .  Mr.  Randolph  made  this  motion,  not  from  a 
wish  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, but  from  a  sense  of  that  duty,  from  a  per-* 
formamoe  of  which  he  trusted  he  should  never  be 
found  to  shrink.  He'ma,de  the  motion,  l^eoanse 
he  held  a  standing  army  to  be,  in  itself;  unconge- 
n.ial  With  a  Republican  Government;  because  be 
held  tbi^  Qovernment,  as  at  pre&ent  constituted, 
to  be  incapable,  under' existing  circumstances,  of 
«arrjring  bn,  to  any  practical  natioifal  effect,  for-' 
eign.  offensive  war.  ^He  made  the  motioA,  also, 
because  tbe.coorse  pursued  by  the  two  Housed  of 
Congress^  \%  a  course  not  reouired  by  the  cirouin- 
,  stances  of  the  country^  nor  by  that  branch  of  the 
Gpvernment  which  mast  be  intrusted  ultimately 
with  the  employment  of  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raised.  It  appeared  to  bim.'that,  of  late  years, 
novelties  the  most  strange  aiia  nnaccountable  had 
daily  grown  upin  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  the  first  place,  we  undertake,  by  law,  t6^a- 
ter  into  stipulation  with  a  foreign  Power,  not 
binding  upon  that  Power,  but  -bindinir  only  upon 
ourselves.  To  dt),  by  law,  that  to  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive  power  alon^  is  competent,  and  that  which 
could  be  carried  into  effect  by,  the  treaty -making 
pow6r  only..  Now  we  are  undertaking  tosay, 
that  the  Executive  Qovernment  of  the  Unified 
States  is  either  ignorant  of  the  true  interests  of 
the  country,  or  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  nation,  or  unwilling  to  do  that  which 
the  public  interest  demands.  Tiiis  is  the  subject 
of  your  bill. 

After  yoii  b^ve  raised  these  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men^fhe  might  reason  on  an  impossibility ; 
for  it  had,  he  thought,  been  demonstrated  that 
these  men  could  not  be«  raised^  it  would  be  an 
army  on  paper  only-— shall  we  form  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Housfe,  in  quality  of  a  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  or  shall  we  depute  the  pow«r  to 


the  Speaker  (heirhmild  not  wish  it  in  vafer  hands) 
to  , carry  on  the  war?  Shall  we  declare,  thai 
the  Executive  iM)t  being  capable  of  discerning  the 
public  interest,'  or  not  having  spirit  to  pursue  it, 
we  have  appointed  acomtpiitee  to  take  the  Pre^ 
iden t  an d  Ca  hi  n et  i  nt p  c u stiKi  y  ?  G en tlemen  ulk 
of  marching  and  countermarching  these  troops, 
ftsif  they  would  h^ve  any  control  over  them; 
though  tney  will  have  none,  except,  indeed,  that 
they  mighx  witjihold  the  supplies  for  their- support 
and  by  this  means,  oblige  the  Executive  to  dim- 
band  them ;  bi|t  as  to  how^  or  where,  or  when 
they  shall  be  employed,  this  Houile  ht^  no  con- 
trol whatever. 

It. was  far  from  bis  eatpectati«n;  when  he  came 
to  th6  House  this  morning,  that,  he  ahottid  have 
sard  anything  on  thia  ^ill.  He  did  not  know  or 
expect  that  it  would  be  ta^en  up.  But  hedi4 
consider  a  standing  army  to  be.in  itself  not  merely 
uncengeniai)  but  dei^dly/,to  ihe  spirit  of  a  free 
Government ;  and  he  believed  that  the  first  msa 
of  an  adveniiirousj  unprincipled  chamcter,  who 
ffpt  into  the  chair  of  our  Government,  with  even 
half  the  number  of  men  now  proposed  to.be  raised, 
at  his  bacic,  vyill  tnakf  the  experiment  in  which 
Catiline  faiied,  bi;^  in  whicl^  Caesar,  CromwelL 
and  Bonaparte  succeeded:  And  shall  we  be  told 
that  tbere  is  no. danger  'of  a  man -of  this  descrip- 
tion getting  into  the  chair  of  Government  1  Is  it 
necessary  to  carry  your  recollectioa  to  ibe  pa^t  t 
Is  it  necessary  to  state  that  a  man,  of  the  very 
description  whifh  had  been  meniioaed,  bad  been 
witl^in  one  vole  of  becoming.  President  of  the 
United  States) 

A  standing  arniy  js  the  life  and  soul  of  a  mili- 
tary despot.  Will  any  man  deny  it  1  Can  des- 
potism exist  without  it  ?  '  Is  it  'not  the  pabuloo 
on  tvhich  it  lives,  and  moves,  and  baa  its  beiog? 
It  has  ever  been  dangerous  to  limited  monarch- 
ies— he  spoke  of  hereditary  monarchies.  Look 
for  the  fhci,  s^id  he,  in  ajl  'the  'auihoritie»— ibe 
good,  .old  do^rines  of  the  Whigs,  before  power 
had.  corrupted  them  and  tbeyhad  apostatized  from 
their  principles.  And  ^f  a  standing  army  be  dan- 
gerous to  liberty  in  an  hereditary  monarchy,  where 
the  first  aeat  ia  society  is  guarded  by  ancient  pre- 
judices, by  Aioral  restraints,  and  physical  force ; 
li  in  a  form  of  Government  Itke  this,  wkere  the 
Chair  of  State  is  filjed  by  a  King  Log,  a  staadiof 
afmy  be  dangerous  to  (ioerty,  what  ^ust  it  be  ia 
a  Government  like  ours?  In  a  Government  like 
that  of  England,  It  is  almost-  impo^ible  for  an 
nsnrper  to  get  at  the  throne.  How  is  he  to  get 
there  ?  He  dare  not  even  imagine^  the  Kiog\ 
dealth.  Buthere,  snch  a  character  has  only  to 
wait  four  years^  to  be  inducted,  in  form,  to  yoor 
chair ;  the  door  is  always  open  to  btQ- 

We  hear  mutrh/said  Mr.  E.  about  the  eonduct  of 
the  Congress  of  75.  In  '75  the  soil^fthis  cooairy 
was  polluted  by  the  tread  of  our  enemy ;  and  if  an 
event  of  the  saipe  kind  were  to  take  place  now, lee 
the  Congress  of  1^12  give  only  the  sign^  and 
there  would  be  no  difficbity  in  raising  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  more  than  we  could  victual,  and 
clothe,  and  arm.  But  the  circumstances  ooder 
which  this  army  ia  propoaed  are  very  diffifrent. 
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The  gentleman  from  PeonsyWania  (Miv  Smi- 
Li£)  has  told  the  HoUse  tbi^t  this  army  hi  te  be 
proTided  for  by  internal  tax^s.  He  bad  been  ex- 
Becting  this.  The. moment  this  bill  becomes  a 
law,  you  will  hear  the  flap  of  the  ominous  winga 
qf  the  TreastN-y  poancin^  upon  your  table^  with 
projects  of  land  tar,  excise,  hearth  tax,  window 
tax.  £x<iise  not  merely  on  whiskey— <bat  great 
necessary  pf  life,  ^but  upon  leather,  caodleiT  ,dbc.$ 
4^.,  in  all  tke  -forms  of  oppression  and  extortion, 
so  that  the  habita^ioi^  ora  man  will.no  longer  be 
bis  castle.  For  ibis  reason  be  Wished  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  postponed,  ih^t  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (ItfTr.  B^coNi  tfie  chair* 
man  of  the^  Committee  o(  Ways  and  ItfeaAs) 
might,  lay  before  the  House  his  budget  for  meet- 
ing the  expenses  of  the.  war;  ao  that  tfae  iiouse 
may  not,  m  the  first  instance,  be  entrapped  by 
agreeing  to  raise  an  army,  ^nd  then  be  (old^  ibey 
have  nothing  left  to. do,  but  to.  provide  a  system 
of  internal  taxation..  And  forwhat  expense  are 
you  toprevido'?,  The. principal?  Noj  tfce  bare 
interest  of  the  principal  only.    '•' 

We  are  to  have  a  vast  army — double  the  amotint 
of  ttiat  proposed  to  be  raised  id  '98^interoal  taxes^ 
eight  per  cent,  loans,  and  no  Federalism.  1  pray 
you.  said'  Mr»  R.,  of  what  sort  of  things  is, this 
Federalism  compounc|led?  What  are  iudements'? 
You  have  youiv  cboioe  eC  two  altornaUves.  Gen-' 
tleolen  mujit  either  «top  on  the  good  old  Virginia 
ground^  or  th#y  must  scout  it,  and  to  into  Feder- 
alisoQ,  and  adopt  Federal  doctrine  tb^itsTuU  ex- 
tent. '  They  must  take  one  or.  the  other  \  and  if 
the/ be  prepared  .ibr  this /system  of  internal  tai- 
atioQ — this  system  of  paironage-^this  vast  Army 
and  Navy,  and  the  point  of  honor — lie  spokq  of 
hODor  as  between  nations — it  is  b^ly  worth 
while  to  keep  up  the  old  disiiqciion. 

With  regard  to  loans.  He' should  be  soVry  on 
the  general  subject  of  finance^  or  perhaps  on  .any 
otheir,  to  pretend  loan  equal  ^degree  of  infornia- 
tion  whh  the  very  jextraordinary  man  at  th^head 
of' our  Treasury  Department*.  He  never  had  any' 
doubt'  of  his  ingenuity  He, believed  that  what 
could  be  done;  he'  would  effect..  He  would  ven- 
ture to  affirm^  however^  for  though  his  sources  of 
iafornhuion  were, not  eoual  to  those  of  the  Secfe- 
tary,  he  bad  no  douht  .of  their  correctness,  that  \{9 
cannot  borrow  money  to  the  extent  of  our  wants^ 
It  is  not  be  to  had  abroad  we  all  know ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  had  at  home*  It  is  very  easy  for  a 
man,  or  a  nation,  in  full  credit^iwbo  pays  punctual- 
ly, to  borrow  either  small  or  large  sams;  but  an- 
.nounce  to  the  world  that  y.ou  have  no  resort,  but 
to  borrow,  and  you  will  soon  find  the. barometer 
of  yoOr-cYedit  falL. 

What  is. the  proposition,  Mr.  IC  asked,  which 
the  Committee  of  Commence  and  Manufactures 
has  brought  forward  for  importing  from  Grfat 
Britain  and  her  possessions,  articles  ordered,  or 
said. to  be  ordered,  previous  to  Ihe  3d  of  Febrij^ary 
last,  ?  It  is  said.'to  enable  us  to  comply  with  our 
treaty  with  the  Indians,' in  furnishing  them  wuh 
the  quatomary  articles.  But  it  is,  in  f^ct^  to  get 
blaukeis  and-  woollens  for  our  soldiery  and  rev.enue 
nto  our  Treaaur  y.    It  is  to^et  a  supply  of  arti. 


ties,  which  we  eboh^  we  hhvetnot^and  to  receii^e 
the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage.  How  does 
this  square?  Look  at  your  ^reveOue  before  you 
.undertook  to  intertere  with  eommeree,  and  look 
'at  it  now^and  y6u  will  &qi  that  nearly  one  half 
of  yo.uf  revenue  is  destroyed  by  your  own  act. 

Mr«  R.  said  he  had  listened  with  attention, 
whenever'  his  health  would  permit,  to  the  argu-  * 
ments  of  gentlem«*n  jo  favx)r  of  this  bill.  He  bad 
heard  nothing  of  any  weight  uotil  his  worthy 
friend'  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Williams) 
spoke  the  other  day.  NothiDg"  which  had  not 
been  repeated  al  l^ast  one  hundred  timea. before, 
and  much  better  said  r  and  there  was  such  a  sim- 
ilarity between  the  debates  qfahis  time  and  .on  a 
fqt'mev  occasion^  that  \he  whole^ppeared  like  an 
old  story.  As  a  friend  and  old  fellow-laborex  in 
political  opinion,  he  Was  highly  gratified  by  the 
Kpeech  of  the  gentheman  from  South  Carolina ; 
but,  exeept  on  the  subject  of  .the  Orders  in  Cpun^ 
cil,  he  did  not  recollect  that  be  had  said  aaything 
either  new  or  conviacing.  After  the  fascination  - 
of  his  aniq^tfted  mamier  had  vpassed  off,  he  had 
searched  Bik  mind  for  anything;  else  in  vairt^  He 
listened  to  ha^e^  heard  a  word  on  the  subject  of 
the  French  decrees,  either  govern  metital  or  mur 
ioipal,  or  on  the'stipulaiions  of  the  present  Em- 
peror 6f  Franoe«tow4rds  the.  United  States.  He 
U&teped  also  for  somethit^g  on  the  subject  of  the 
letter  of  the  Duk^de  Cadore  to  our  Minister  j  but 
be  listened  in  vain.  He  beard  nothing  but  the 
old  story  that  the  West  Indies  would  ho  longer 
be  worth  C4iltivat,idgt  and  that  the  manufaciarera 
of  Bir^in^haia  and  Manchester  wotild.compel  the 
British  Mioistry  to  yield  to  our,  demunds,  This 
had  been  the  standing  order  of  the  day  for  ^ix 
years  past.      '      .  .      ' 

The  gentleman  from  ^ouih  Carolina  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  commerce,  which  we 
need  never  again  look  for.  As  we  have  urtder*^ 
taken  to  force  mimttfacturea  here,  so  has  the  Bm- 
peMr  of  France  undertaken  to  force  them ;  and 
as  we  have  refnsed  tcf  suppljy  fiingtand  with  raw 
materials)  she -has  sought  for  atipplies  in  other  . 
quarters;  He  looked  upon  our  export  of  cotton 
to  be  as  dead  as  that  of  indigo.  .We  shall  have. 
no  market  for  it  hereafter,  but  to  supply  our  own 
consumption ;  except  they  will  take  it  fVom  as  in 
China^  which  egn  scarcely  be  expected. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says,  that 
it  tak^s  all.  the  profits  of  our  trade  wjth  other 
countries,  to  pay  the  annual  baJaoce  due  to  fing* 
land.  To,men  of  practical  minds,  what  does  thjs 
fact  prove  ?  .  It  proves  that  tlhis  halance  was  as- 
sent ial  to  our  interest.  It  proves  thatVe  all  knolv, 
that  a  ca{|jital  is  necessary  to  a  man  who  is  de- 
void .of  one;  and.Boglandy  being  ilie  first  com- 
mereial  nation  in  th^  world,  furnishes  us  wfthja 
capital  which  we  want,  as  Holland,  in  .former 
times,  used  to  furnish  capital  for  theothef  nations 
of  Europe.  It  i^  as.  plain  as  any  proposition  in 
mathetuatics,  that  where  two  nations  trade  to- 
gether, the  one  rich  and  the  other  poor,  the  one 
yielding  raw  materials,  aad  xhe  other  manufac- 
tures in  ^  finished  state,  t.hal  the  trade  of  superior 
wea^Ub  and  refioe^ieAt  ia  necea^y  to  the  nitioo. 
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of  ioferior  weslcb.  Do  you  wtot  an  ittustration^ 
Wbkh  is  most  Decessary  in  America— blankets 
and  rifles  or  furs?  Sappose  the  savage  o»  our 
Northwestern  frontier  would  not  let  us  have  their 
furs,  thef  would  not  get  our  blaakets  and  rifles. 

00  not  gentlemen  see  the  avidity,  notwithstaod* 
ittg  all  the  d f flic ul ties  attending  the  trade,  and  the 
consequent  high  prices,  with  which  British  roan* 
ufactures  are  purchased  her^?  The  gentlenmn 
from  South  Carolina  has  founded  a  strong  argu* 
meot,  in  the  reduced  price  of  this  cotton,  for  re- 
sisting the  Orders'  in  Council.  But  the  low  priee 
of  his  cotton  is  no  proof  of  the  depreciation  of 
British  manufaotures.* 

But  we  are  to  go  to  war  to  conquer  the  liberty 
of  the  sea-r-France  having  tried  this  in  'rain. 
France,  with  an  army  of  a  million  of  mett,'with 
Bonaparte,  Masseaa.  and  other  famous  generals  at 
their  bead,  having  faijed  in  this  enterprise,  some, 
of  our  famous  colonels  are  determined  to  succeed. 
This  appears  farcical. 

But  as  to  the  principle  of  the  Orders'  in  Coun- 
cil, take  France  ottc  of  the  way,  and  he  believed 
there  w%)uld  be  no '  hesitation  in  resisting  them'. 
The  question  has  been,  shall  we  resist  the  minor, 
and  put  up  with  the  major  tnjui'y  ?  But,  situated 
as  we  are,  he  would  resist  .the  Orders  ia  Council, 
but  he  saw  no  connexion  between  an  army  of 
tweaty-five  or  flfty  tjiousand  men,  and  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council.  -    - 

Suppose  the  Chinese  had  as  great  a  maritime 
force  in  their  seas  as  the  British  have  in  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  ^d  China  was  at  war  with  Japan, 
and  had  passed  similar  orders  with  the  British. 
We  have  no  trade  to  Japan ;  she  bad  some  decree, 
either  governmeptai  or  municipal,  toprevent  our 

f:oing  there;  would  his  friend  from  South  Caro- 
ina,  whose  heroic  spirit  and  manly' mind  he  od- 
mijped,  undertake  to  compel  the  .Chinese,  with  a 
population  of  thrtee  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
subjects  and  a  large  fleet  of  sbips-of-^cline,  by 
passing  a  law  to  raise  twenty-five  thouisand  men, 
to  repeal  her  rejctrictive  orders  against  our  com- 
;nerce?  This  would  be  outquixottng  Ctufxote 
himselfj  and  outlieMing  ail  our  former  Herod- 
ioga.  With  a  law  for  raising  twe&tjr'five  thou- 
sand men,  whom  you  cannot  raise,  you  are  to  set 
out  on  an  expedition  to  conquer  the  liberty  of  the 
sea ;  and  where?  He  did  not  know  whether  he 
understood  his  friend  from  South  Carolina;  but 
he  seemed  tahave  some  project  in  his  mind — the 
torpedoes  having  failed,  he  supposed  he  bad  got- 
ten some  other  new  invenieo  machinery  to  be 
put  in  motion  by  the  Falla  of  Niagara ;  but  what 
It  was  he  und^ratood  not. 

There  is  one  view  of  the  sq hied,  which  he 
must  be  permitted  to  take.  No  wise  man  would 
undertake  any  important  measure  until  he  first 
calculated  the  manner  of  effeetiirg  bis  object,  and 
considered  the  situation  in  which  he  would  be 
placed  after  his  purpose  was  attained.  Mr.  K. 
would  overlook  every  other  consideration.  He 
would  indulge  gentlemen  in  their  most  romantic 
notions  of  success.  He  would  consider  the  A  mer- 
ican  standard  a»  hbfsted  on  the  walls  of  Quebec, 
and  even  at  Nov*  dcotia  and  N^  Bninrwick. 


What  have  you  got,  at  an  tmn^ense  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure  1  a  national  corse! 

You  will,  to  be  sure,  have  done  a  favor  to  Can- 
ada. You -will  have  purchased,  at  a  dear  rate, 
her  independence.  This  is  very  benevolent  and 
philanthropic — and  might  be  a  very  proper  con- 
sideration firt  a  onaker  meeting  or  philanthropic 
society,  but  not  tor  this  body.  But  after  Canada 
shall  be  conquered,  commerce  could  not -be  forced 
into  that  inhospitable  climate ;  -and  y^t  we  are  to 
bring  upon  ourselves  land  taxes,  excise,  and  inter* 
nal  taxes  of  every  description,  to  obtain  it. 

Are  there  no  limits,  asked  Mr.  R.,  to  the  terri- 
tory over  which  Republican  government  may  be 
extended  ?  Is  it,  like  space,  indefinite  in  iu  ex- 
tent ?  He  believed  that  whenever,  the  valley  of 
the  Miesisdippt  came-, to  be  filled  up,  wfe  should 
find  our  mistake  On  this  subject. 

You  are  laying  the  .foundation  for  a  sece^ioa 
from  the  Union-^on  the  north,  by  the  possession 
of  Canada^  and  on  the- borders  of  the  Ohio,  for 
another  division.  ■  The  Ohio  has-  been  ibade  tfie 
line  between  the  Slaveholding  States  and  those 
which  hold  no  slaves.  He  need  hot  call  the  at- 
teotion^of  the  House  to  this  distinction,  nor  to  the 
jealousies  and  animosities  growing  out  of  the 
subject    • 

Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  thought  these  twenty-five 
thousand  men  could  effect  their  object;  if  they 
could  be  raised ;  ii  being  raised,  they  would  not 
be  more  dangerous  tham  the  Orders  in  Council  or 
French  decrees,  he  might  have  been  disposed  to 
favor  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

But  why  should  gentlemen  wish  to  raise  a 
larger  force  than  the  Executive  wants — than  he 
is  disposed  to  o»e?  For,  with  k\\  bis  jealousies 
of  Executive  potrer,  when  we  go  to  war,  we  most 
do  one  of  the  two  things:  We  must  either  %\Yt, 
the  President  such  a  militarv  and  naval  forre, 
and  let  him  use  It;  or,  if  he  decline  osing  it,  re- 
move him  and  put  some  man  in  his  place  who 
will  use  it  There  is  no  other  alfernative.  Will 
any  one  suggest  any  otjier? 

You  hfive  an  agpent  to  execute  certain  busines, 
he  asks  from  you  a  certain  amount  for  effecting 
the  business  on  hand,  you  give  him  double^yoa 
forc^  it  upon  him — you  compel  him  to  waste  it. 
Would  not  this  bo  deemed  extraordinary  coodnct 
in  an  individual  ?  If  we  place'  confidence  in  the 
Executive,  we  ought  to  act  up  to  his  views;,  and 
not  adopt  measures  to  force  htm  beyond  the  point 
to  which  he  is  Willii^  to  go. 

Mr.  R.  felt  an  utter  incapacity  to  do  a  proper 
degree  of  justice  to  his  sentiments  on  thissabject; 
but  he  could  not  suffer  the  bill  to  pass  withont 
making  one  more  attempt  to  pdt  it  in  the  power 
of  the  House  to  i^trace  their  stepa  from  this  ill- 
ad  vised*  measure.    ' 

We  are  going  to  war-^oing  to  raiae  twenty- 
five  thousand' men — going  to  sweep  away  His 
M^esty's  Government  from  the  British  Provin- 
ces. He  sometime^  was  ready  to  persuade  him- 
self that  he  must  bevlaboring  under  a  mental  de- 
rangement'-'that  the  thing  could  not  be.  Wkat  1 
raise  twenty-five  thousand  men  for  this  purpose; 
when  it  takes  yoa  ffom  the  6th  of  November  to 
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4lie  lOih  of  January  10  get  a  billrWiiieh  eomes  to 
your  (nrads  ready  cut  aad  dried  from  the  Senate, 
psused.  ioto  a  law ;  when  yoa  have  yet  to  pass 
your  voluDtter  bill^  yoar  nary  bill,  and  above  all,' 
youF  appropriation  bill.  Why,  Captaifli  Cook 
would  have  sailed  arouad  the  wi^orld.  before  yoa 
eaa  get  througb  this;  and  yet  ypii  talk  about. car- 
ryiog  OB  ofiea»ive  war,  while  everything  shows 
yoa  incapable,  of  cartykig  on  snob  a  war* 

But,  by.  the  aid  of  war  speeches  and  the  previpuf 
question  you  may  get  your  war  meaiuies  passed. 
But  the  preicious  question  will  not  replenish  an 
en^ty  TreaHiry,  nor  sopply  the  plaoes.  of  your 
-killed  aad  woi^nded  m^n,'t^or  carry  on  your  war. 
No ;  yott  would  liave  to  take  the  measures  of 
your  predecessor^  and  infuse  a  little  more  energy 
into  the  Qo verament. 

Mr,  R.  was  afraid  we  should  not  be  inclinei)  to 
copy  after  the  not  unwise  ezaniple  of  our  prede^ 
cessors'of  the  Bepablies  of  ancient  times-^of  the* 
ancient  world«--to  attend  to  the  auspices  under 
which  we  are  acting — to  the'signs  of  the.  times.  Is 
It, possible  that  this  most'&m pro d€Ait  .measure,  this. 
first  actual  war.  in  which  we  have  been  en^faged 
since  we  achieved  oac  independence^,  should  be 
totered  upbnunder  present  circumstances-^-whcn. 
«elips«s,'  comets^  .earthquakes  and  tha  most  deso* 
latiog  visitations  of  God  are  (aking  place  ?  -Can 
tbase  be  the  harbingers  of  any  g<Md  ?  But  if  it 
bad  pleased  Him>  in  whose  bnndi-are  aU  things 
to  barden  the  heart  of  Pharaoh,  that  the  Children 
.of  Israel  may  suffer^he  supposed  they  muu  suf-, 
fer  wtihout  eoniplainiog. 

•  He  should  like  to  be  told  by  .his  worthy  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  what  purpose  be  finally  and 
eventually  proposes  to  accom-plish  by  the  war  oa 
which  we  are  about  to  enter.  .  Let  «s,  said  he, 
come  down  (o  the  level  of  old-fashioaed  common 
.aense^r^  us,  if  we  must  eadureall  the  evils,  of 
way,  what  we  l^ve  to  expect  in,  return. 

He  knew  he  had  detained  the  House  to  littfe 
purpose  s  hot  he  wished  to  put  It  in  the  power  ^ f 
tbe  gentlemen  to  revise  and  tibiok  betterof  a  vote^ 
on  which,  in  his  opinio^,  depended  the  ultimate 
iftappiness,  security,  and  everything  dear  to  this 
country.  *  He  kn«9w  how  very  easy  it  was  to  make 
war ;  nothing  easier  than  to  make  either  national 
or  personal  war.  It  was  as  easy  to  go  to  war  as 
to  get  a  wife  \  and  many  a  poor  blockhead  had 
he  seen  strauing  his  hour,  because  he  had.  after 
▼asc  exertion,  married  a  shrew. 

Mr.  R«  wished,  if  they  could  do  no  better,  that 
Congress  would  adjourn,  and  suffer  the  members 
to  go  borne  and  consult  with  the  good  old  .plant* 
ers  of  the  country  on  the  subject  of  this  war ; 
and  ask  them  if  they. aire  willing  that  their  sons: 
shall  go  to  fight  the  Canadians.' and  whethet, 
to  support  the  expense,  they  be  wtlling  to  submit 
to  the  pftyment  of  ^direct  and  indirect  taxes,  Jo 
order  th|it  we  may  get  possession  of  the  great 
mill-seat  at  Niagara! 

If  the  two  Houses  were  to  adjourn  only  for  six 
weeks,  it, would  afford  time  for  the  present  war 
£ever.  to  subside;  and  by  that  time  the  Hwaet 
'Would  have  aetorned.  He  did  not  believe,  indeed, 
ju  peaeent,  if  a  deoJIamtioo  of  war  was  laid  upon 


the  table  that  fortyrfivevotescottld  be  had  in  favor 
of  it;  and  he  had  been  surprised  'that  no  gentle- 
man had  brought  this  proposition  before  the  House, 
instead  of  talking  aboQt  paper  restri^tione—paper 
armies-^paper  motiey.  It  is  trde,  the  Constitu- 
tion hiis  prohibited  paper  $  but  what  isohe  Coa- 
stituUon?  It  is.a  paner  Constitution.  It  says 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver  shall  be  a  tender ;  that 
no  appropriation  shall  bet  made  for  an  Army  for^a 
longer  term  than  two  years;  but,  in  despite  of  our 
Constitution,  appropriations  have  been  applied 
to  thV  Army  more  than  tito  years  after  they  were 
voted ;  but  if  this  be  inquired  into,  you  will  be 
told, that  it  is  a  Treasury  regulation,  which  is 
made  to  sapersede  the  Constitutiob. 

Mr.  R.  was  the  roore.anxious  lohear  the  opinion 
of  his  friend  from  Soath  Carolina  as  to  the  effect 
proposed  to  be  obtained  by  these  measum,  because 
he  believed  him  to  be  one  of  those  pure,  disinter- 
ested politicians,  who  sought  nothing,  and  woald 
reoerve  nlollirng  from  the  Governfnent  of  hiscoun- 
try^-^whocame  here,  atun  expensfe  of  his  time  lind 
fortune,  to  discharge  the  trust  so  worthily  placed 
in  him  by  his  constStoenis,  ^Mr.  R.  was  proud 
to  say  that  jie' stood  on  the  sam^  gr^uiid^that 
he  never  occupied  any  other — on  it  he  should  for- 
ever stand  as  long  as  he  reoiained  in  public  Hfe— 
and  probably  reoiaia  what  is^aaHedan ppposition 
maa ;  taaoaiise  the  mooaeat  tha  oats  get  in,they 
do  the  i[ery  things  against  which,  whilst  the 
»ii^re  patriots,  they,  loudly,  exclaimed.  They  re- 
aiiae  ,th^oId  fable  of  Mso^^  <*  it  was  your  ball  that 
.gored  my  ox.'^ 

Let,  however,  the  Govermnent  oome  to  any  res- 
oUitioa,  in  which  the  rights  and  lit^ertleif  of  the 
country  are  involved,  if  he- had  no  strong  objec- 
tion fo  the  eotvsd  proposed^  it  would  receive  nb 
ca|>tioas  bpposition  from  hit|i.  He  should  despise 
any  eapitous  oppbsition;  but' when  you  come  to 
raise  standing  armies,  to  treason  bills,  to  bills  for 
the  snspeasioa  of 'the  kahea$  cc»7nm,  to  anlimi^ed 
taxation,  to  .the  violation  of  the  most  sacred  pco- 
visipns  of  the  Const! tntion,  he  should  thes  put  in 
his  veto. 

WhosebiU  is  ^hi%  .asked  Mr;  R.,  upon  which 
we  aire  now  debating  i  Is  it  the  bill  of  the  wise, 
the  8ob€;r;  the  ^liscreet,  the  cautions,  the  thinking 
laan,  who.  now  fills  the  Chair  of  State  1  No.  Is 
it  the^bill  of  either  of  his  two  able  coadjutors, 
men  of  clear  aaiads.  first  in  basine^,  first  in  hu- 
man afiairs-^'-eelid.'thitt'king,  ingenious,  wily,  cun- 
ning'—never  at  aloBs-^something  like  a  cat,  al- 
ways on  their  feet?  He  knew  this  bill  did  not 
come  from  them.  It  is  an  anti^ministerial  meas- 
ure, and,  therWore,  though  he  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  some  of  :the  support  which  it  received, 
he  was  not  surprised  at  the  countenance  it  had 
from  others.  Whose  system,  then,  is  it  ?  It  came 
from  the  other  House.  Upon  what  is  it  bottomed  1 
Upon  any  regalar  report  1  Not,  he  belie ved.  upon 
even  a  resolution.  We  have  no  information  upon 
what  object  theforce.is  to  be  employed,  or  who 
is  to  command  it — and*  that  is  of  some  import- 
anpe.  He  should  like  to  see  the  Conamander-tn- 
'chief  named  id  the  bill,  though  it  would  be  adopt- 
ing a  new  mode. 
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This  is  a  project,  aaid'Mr.  R.,  which,  a  few 
years  hence,  do  man  will  falhe^ — ho  one  will  ac- 
knowledge it  to  be  hiit  project.  It' will  be  said  the 
bill  originated  in  the  SeDate-*tbat  there  was  a 
great  alarm  in  the  country ;  that  the  Senate  being 
«  branch  of  the  Executive,  were  suppojsed  to  pos- 
sess the  nrost  correct  informalioa— tliat  the  whole 
party  was  for  it*r-that  he  (ihe  member  who  girea 
thifi  account)  was  rather  .affainsi- it,  bat  that  he 
had  given  way  to  the  general  opinion  ;  and  where 
will  then  be  the  man  who  brought  forwaiyl  this 
bill  ?    Gk)n«  to  (he  vault  of  all  the  Capulets. ' 

He  had  frequently  beard  of  thoughtless'  indi- 
Tidusls  being  drawn  into  scrapes;  but  be.  never 
'before  heard  of  a  motion,  a  sober«^inded  nation, 
being  drawd  into  a  war,  not  only  against  its  b^nrn 
consent,  but  against  the  best  judgment  of  those' 
intrusted  wiih  the  Groverqment.  He/ repeated 
that  it  waa  an  anti-ministerial  measure,  which 
will  be  attended  with  no  trifling  consequence. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  a  member  of  ihe  Commit- 
tee on  Forei^h  Relations.  This  House  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  Bzecutivc  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment \  yet  in  ev^jry  question  connected  with  war, 
as  that  department  isv  best  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  and  the  resources  bf  ihe  country,  vnd  as 
it  muKt  eventually  he  intrusted  with  the  execa- 
tiott'  of  war*  measures,  there  waa  but  one  course, 
afte^r  the  committee  met,  which  common  sense 
prescribed,  and  that  was  to  epply  to  the  Bxecv- 
tive  branch  for  ibfoi;maiion.  on  this  sqj^ject.  \i 
was  on  his  motion,  that  the  .Secretary  of  W*r 
appeared  before  the  committee,  and  gave  them  a 
plan  of  what  the  Executive  deemed  necessary  to 
be  done,  and  the  committee 'reported  abcordingly. 

And  wha(  hfts  been  the  result?  Without  any 
further  information  fromahe  BxeeuHve,  wf  have 
changed  oor^iews  on  the  subject,  and  taken  up 
a  bill  from  the  other  House,  we  'know  not  from 
what  source. 

Mr.  R.  believed  we  had  as  good  a  Qovernment 
as  we  should  ever  see.  He  spoke  of  the  Bxeeu- 
tive  branch.  He  asked  <do  favors  of  them ;  all 
that  be  had  to  ask  of  odr  MiuLstrv  was,  that  they 
would  keep  their  hands  out  of  his  pocket.  But 
'  why  this  violent  struggle  against  Executive 
wishes?  If,  under  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
systetn-of  mi?asures,  the  people  murmur  against 
their  ruierSj  what  must  the  Bxecutive  say  %  Of 
course,  he  will  say,  ^  I  laid  my  plan  before  Con- 
gress, and  told  tnem  what  measures  ought,  in 
my  opinion^  to  be  pursued ;  but-  they  turned  a 
deaf  ear  to  it.  Somebodvy  or  nobody,  brought 
forward  a  bill  entirely  different  from  what  I  had 
recommended;  but  it  was  passed  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  both  Houses,  and  I  did  not  choose  ta 
put  my  veto  upon  it." 

What  can  be  said  under  tfaese  circumstances ? 
The  Executive  stands  acquitted.  Not  a  tittle  of 
responsibility  attaches  to  him  on  account  of  the 
measures  we  are  taking.  Where  then  does  it  lie  ? 
On  the  House  of  Representatives.  Where  are 
they  7  -Qone  to  theif ■  respective  homes ;  and** 
when  they  meet  again,  who  are  they  ?  A  djfier- 
erent  body  of  men. 

Mr.  R.  said  it  was  most  astonisbing  to  him, 


that  men  in  whose  integrity  he  had  the  most  un- 
bounded confidence,  in  whose  judgment  be  had 
the  highest  opinion,  should  suffer  themselves  to 
be  carried  away  by  claonor-^not  only  against  their 
own  judgment  and  feelings,  but  against  the  wMi 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  €h>vemmeBt. 
Pas8,.this  biU,  said  he,  and  we  shall  be  disbanded 
longbefore  the  army  we  are  about  to  raise,  with- 
out be iog.  entitled  either  to  half  pay  or  a  bpuntry 
in  land.  '  • 

.  Who,  asked  Mr.^.,  are  the  Qoveroors  of  ibis 
coon  ivy  }  Arc.  not  the  peopte  %  Is  not  rbe  peo- 
ple's mooTey  to  support  the  expenses  .of  this  war? 
It  is,cthen,  a  question  for  them  to  settle.  He  knew 
they  must  settle  it  through  their  ^^epr^sentatives. 
If  the  nation  be  not  disposed  to  fight,  it  will  not 
be  war  speeches,  raade'here,  that  will  goad  then 
to  battle.  Yoti  can  neither  make  the  people  go 
to  war,  nor  keep  them  at  war;  unless  they  be  cen- 
vinc'ed  they  have  no  other  resource.  When  dis- 
satis^ed,  they  will  speak  a  language  which  will 
be  heard. 

Mr..R.  sdidlie  had  th^  most  profoond  reqwet 
for  the  intentions  of  gentlemen  Who  differ  in  opin- 
ion from  pim  on  this,  question.  God  forbid  that 
he  should  arrogate  to  himself  to  judge  not  only 
as  to  the  correctness  of  measures,  but  as  to  inten- 
tion. Have  we'a  tight  to  say  that  tlie  intentiiMis 
df  the  majority  of  those  who  supported  the  mea- 
sores  of '§8^' were  eorrupf?  Certainly  not ;  but 
we  know  the  nation,  when  they  bad  time  to  ex- 
amine into  t)iose  measures,  withdrew  from  them 
their  support.  And  who  are  the  great  Repobli- 
oans,  the  majority  of  the  present  day  ?  They  are 
the  eame  who  opposed'and  eoodemned  the  doings 
of  the  Qongress  of  '98. 

There  was  so  much  to  bj^said  on  this  subject, 
that  he  had  not  touched  upon ;  and  so  much  to 
be  well  said,  that  he  had  said  most  lamely,  that 
Mr.  R.  felt  relocuant  to  lake  his  chair.  He  wooJd 
not.  however,  fgriher  wearv  the  patieace  of  the 
Hpase.  He.  hoped  some  other  genilemi^p,  better 
qualified,  would  take  up  the  points  be  had  omit- 
ted. He  had  spoken  prfncipally  »s  to  the  views 
and  designs  of  the  Administration,  as  counteract- 
ed by  the  bill  on  the  table;  be  would  not  say.  or 
iusiotaate  designedly ;  though  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  bill  proceeded  from  the  warmest  friend 
of  the  Administration.  He  hoped  linae  would  be 
afforded  farther  to  consider  the  subject ;  that,  if 
the  pi^sent  motion  did  not  succeed,  a  motion  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain  would  be  more  suc- 
cessful. 

The  Question  on  postponement  was  taken,  with- 
out furtner  debate,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 
^  Ysis — Abijah  Bfgelow,  Janes  Brsckenridge,  Slijsh 
Brigham,'  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Clatten<kiiy 
John  Davenport,  jr^  William  Ely,  Asa  Pitch,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.^  Philip  B.  Key,  Lytikai^  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBrydc.  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliska 
R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Rodmain  I>aiucl 
Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  dtnait,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  SamnelTaggart,  Benjamin  Tsllmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thsmas  Wilson— 39. 

Nirs-^ Willis  Alston,  jan.»  'WiUisoi  Andsnen,  Sle- 
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i  Af  oher,  BttkUl  Baeon,  Parid  Bsr^,  Jonah  Harr- 
iett. BarweU  BaMeit,  William  W.Bibb,  WilUcm 
BlaeU€«ig6,  Harmajiuj  Bleeckcr,  Thas*  Bloiint,  Adam 
Boyd,  Rpbert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwall,  WilUam 
ButlMr,  John  C.  Calboiip,  Langdoa  Cjievea,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  JobA  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Josepb 
Pesba,  Samael  Dinsmore,  Elias  Earle,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  ^isk^Meshack  Franilin,  Thos. 
Ohohon,  Thomas  R.GoId,  Isaub  L.  Green,  Felix  Griui- 
dy.  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jpbn  A^  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Jobnson,  Jo^ 
s^pb  Kent,  Wm.  R.  King,  Abner  Jjacock,  Joseph  Lefs- 
▼er,  Peter  Lible,  Robert  Lo  Roj  Livingston,  WilUam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Mbori),  William'  M<^Oy,  8amnet  Mckee,  Alexander 
McKhn,  Aninah  Metealf,  Jome^  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
MitchiH«'Jamet  Morgan,  Jereiiiiah  AforrdiTf  Hugh  NeU 
•OB,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thopias  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr.,  Israel 
Piekene,  William  Piper,  BenjwninPoiul.  Peter  B«Pei^- 
'  ter,  Josiah  Quinvy*  William  Jleed,  Samuel  kinggold; 
John  Rhea,  John  Rdane,  Jonathan.  Ro^rts,  Ebenezer 
'  Sage,  Thporas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyeir,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  John  Bevier,  Adam'  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw*- 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Strong,  George  ;SuUivin,  Peleg  Taltman, 
John  Taliaferro^  Uri  Tracy,  Ceorge  M.  Troup,  dharles 
Turner,  jun.,  Pielrrs  Van  Cortlandl,  Jun.,  Diavid  R« 
Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
ert  Wrlghtri-98.   * 

-The  question  Was  then  tak^n  on  recediog'from 
the  amendment  in  the  proviso  <o  the  first  section 

'  of 'the  *hiU,  which  limited  the  appointment  of 
officers  to  six.  regimeifls,  and  was  decided  as 
(oliQ  v* ' 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Steven- 
son Arpher,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  Josish  Bartlett,  Burwell 
Basaett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  John  C,  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chev^,  Maitin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Con- 
dits  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  "Ely,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghob^n,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  GruntWr  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacoek,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  LtttleyRobert  Le 
Roy  (livingston,  WilKam  Lowndes^  William  MeCo/, 
Alexander  M«Kim,  Samuel  L.  Mitebill,  Jonathan  O. . 
Moseley, '  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliiha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevi^,  AdUm  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.Stqrgea,  Cieoige 
Sullivan;  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pe- 
leg Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Pienre  Van  Cortland,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 

'   Leonard  White,  Rich.  Winn,,  and  Rebt.  ,Wright~67. 

NxTs^Dayid  Bard,:William  W.  Bibb,  Harmanus 

Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boycl,  James  Brecken-; 

.  ridge,  Robert  Brown;  William  A.  Qurwell,  *WiHiatn 
Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  James  Cochran,*  Wil« 
liam  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  >  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Asa.  Fitch,  Aylett  Hawe«,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hvneman,  Hichai^  Jackson,  jrl,  Rich- 
ard M.  J.ohnson,'  rhilip  B,  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis»  junior.  Aaron  Lyle,  Natl&aqiel  Macon,  George 

^  a  Maxwell,.Th.O!mM  Moor^^  Aicfhibakl  McBryde,  Sam- 


uel McKee,  Anlnafa  MetCsiU^  James  Milnor,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  Joeiah  Quincy,  ^John  Randolph,  Jona* 
than  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebe- 
nezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Sheifey,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Johh  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stukrt^ 
William  Strongs  John  Taliaf€rzo,  William  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson— 60.     ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  recedioe  from 
theamendnrient  which  formed  thetwenty-0uh  sec* 
tion  of  the  bi!l,'prpvidin^  that  the  officer^  should 
continue  in  commissioQ  during  such  t^rm  onlv  as 
the  President  shall  )^dffs  requisite,  and  carriea  hy 
about  the  same  majority  as  the  last. 

The'next  question  was,  on^  receding  from  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  tbe  bill,  which  provided 
that  DO  general;  field,  or  ^talf  ofificer  shouldx^ceive 
pay  until  called  into  service.-  This  question  was 
lost,  there  beiDg  49  votes  for  receiaing  and  76 
against  it,  as  follows :. 

YxA«^W*illis  Alston,  jr.,  WUUiim  Anderson,  Bsekiel 
Bacon,  Josiah  bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm.  W.  Bibb, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jno.  C«  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevas, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  James 
Pisk,  MeshackFoanklln,  Thomas  Qholaon,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Qnxndy,%Bolirng  Hall,  Obed  Hall;  John 
A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hvneman,  Joseph  Kent,  Abnet 
Lacoek,  Joseph  Leaver,  Peter  Little,-  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  William  (jowndes*  Alexander '  McKim^ 
'Samuel  L.-Mttehtli^  Anthony  New»  Stephen  Oimsby, 
WQliam  Paulding,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Si^rouel  Ringgold, -John  ^hea,  John  Roane,  Thomas 
Sammonsj  Lemuel  Saiilqrer, ,  Joha  Sevier,  Adam  Sev- 
bert,  Saiftuel  Shaw,  Benjamm  TaUmadge,  Pefeg  Tall- 
mair,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  TroUp,  Charles  Turner* 
junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  an^-LeonsBrd 
White— 4«. 

NxTs-^-^levensmi  Archer,  David  Bard,  A.  Bigelow, 
William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Jaik 
Breckinridge,  Elijah  Brigh&m,  Robert  Brown^  WilUam 
.A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphi^^itus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  lames  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davisy  John  Dawson,  Jos^h 
Desha,  Efias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Themas  R.  GoH.  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hu%,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  H. 
Johnson,  PhUip^B.  Key,  William  K.'King,  Lyman  Jjaw, 
Joseph  l^ewis;  jr.,  Aaron  Lyie',  Nathaniel  Macon«  GfO. 
.0*  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
Uam McCoy^  Samuel  J^cKee^  Arunah  Metoalf,  Jamoa 
Milnor,  Ja^nes  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonatlum 
O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thoniaa 
Newtdn,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Pi- 
per, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr..  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
William  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Sheifey,  Joho 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
'Philip  Stuart  Silas. Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis -B. 
Sturgeft,.(Gleorge  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggaft,  John  Tali- 
f  feiTbi  Laban  Wheaton,  William  Widgery,  Thonlaa 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  ai^d  Robert  Wright— 76.   % 

The  last  qnestion  was  on  fecedmg  from  the 
twenty-seventh  section,  which  gare  power  ta  Aie 
President' to  appoint  officers  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  whjch  was  carried  61  to  40.  * 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  insist  upon  flie 
third  amendment  disagreed  \o  by  the  Senate  i 
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'   Frioat,  JaiMjarr  10.    . 

Mr.  Lewia,  from  the  Oomtnittee  for  the  Pis- 
frict  of  Colupbia,  presented  a  Bill  to  incorporate 
:the  Trustees  of  the  Washington  College;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BLACKLEDGB.fxom  the  committee'appoio'ted 
on  the  subject,  presented  a.  hill  to  alter  the  tiipes 
of  holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  North  Carolina  District;  which  was  read 
tvrice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
'  third  linre  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MojSROW,^h^  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  dischars^d  from  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  petition  of  the  President  «nd 
Trustees  of  the  Natchez  Hospital,  referred  yes(er» 
day ;  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Coii^- 
mrttee  of  Commeroe  and. Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baco^,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  cdn- 
aideratioh  of  so  much  of  the  abore-mentioned  pe- 
Cition  as  Was  referred  to  them  ;  and  it  wa»  also  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Commence  and  Manu 
facttices.    • 

A  message  from  the  (Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  to  xhe  bill  ^  to  raise,  an  addi- 
tional military  fotoe,''  which  has l>een  insisted  on 
by  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  ootamittee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  aad 
what,  amendmeots  are  necessary  to  tha'dct,  enti- 
tled ^  An  aot  to  prescrihe-the  mode  inwbi^ii  the 
public  acts,,  records,  ft od  judicial  proceedings,  in 
each  State,  shall  be  authenticated, »o  as.  to  take 
effect  i9  every  other  Sta}e ;"  the  committee  to 
hare  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise.  - 

Mr.  Mt^NOR,  Mr.  Cbeves,  and  Mr.  Law,  were 
■ppointed  the  committee. 

EMPLOYMENT  OT  THE  ARMY. 
Mr.  Randolph  rose^  and  said,  that  having  been 
engaged  in  raising  a  large  militar^r  force,  he^  for 
one,  if  the  Umted  {States  were  to  incur  this  ex- 
pense, was  disposed  to  give  them  employment,  not 
probaoly,  though^  the  identical  employment  of 
which  the  House  had  heard  so  much.    It  was  the 

'  boast  of  the  Roman  legion  and  its  commanders, 
that  the  Roman  soldiery  was  as  well  versed  in  th? 
use  of  the  pickaxe  and  the  spade  as  the  sword; 
and  80  essential  was  it  deemed  by  that  wise  aod 
military  people  that  the  soldiery, should  not  only 
be  able  to' perform  their  military  duty,  hut  be  uae- 
ful  as-  laborers,  that  their  military  levies  were  air 
ways  made  from  the  country^  from  men  engaged 
in  the  employment  of  husbandry,  in  preference  to 
Che  dissolute'find  profligate  loungera  ofvthe  towii. 
He,  for.  01^,  liad  been,  for  a  long  time,  surprised ^ 

.  that  the  Go verument  should  be  paying  immense 
aums  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  for  labor, 
whilst  the  soldiery,  which  annually  drew  millions 
from  our  Treas\iry,  are  kejj^  in  a  state  of  perfect 
idleness,  leading  to  depravity  and  dissoluteness  of 
manners.  He  believed  that  regular  and  whole- 
aome  labor  would  not  obly  have  a  good  effect  in 
preaarving  the  health-of  our  aoidierS|bttt  it  would 


Tender  the  load  of  life  ?whu:li  they  «r«  at  prtMBt 
compelled  to  bear^  les«  burdeosome,  and  prevent 
them  from  having  recourse  to  intoxication.  If 
they  were  to  be -em  ployed,  in  digging  the  Presi- 
dent's house  or  the  War  Office  from  oader  ffroood. 
it  would  not  only  give  them  an  appetite  for  their 
regular  meals,  but  some  appetite  for  their  existence. 
At  this  moment  it  is  contemplated  by  tbe  Gov- 
ernmeni  to  perform  some  works  of  ^reat  ulihiy. 
We  have  already  decided  that  if  these  men  shall 
be  raised^  and  the  public  service  does  not  require 
them  to  be  employed,  the  President  shall  not  have 
the  power  of  disbanding  them;  but  before  the  bill 
caa  be  carried  intp  operation,  a  coosideraUe  time 
roust  elapse;  and. if  there  b^  -do  war,  oui  Urge 
Peace  Establishment  will  ba  entirely  oat  of  ea- 
.  ploy,  except  that  they  may  shoulder  their  mw- 
kets  on  >be  south  side  of  some  Hinge  of  buildings 
.Believing,^  therefore,  that  the  ejmplosrmeDt  of 
these  men,  would  not  Only  be  useful  in  forward- 
ing works 'of  public  uility,  but  tend  to  their  own 
comfort  and.  happiness— if  there  can  be  socb  a 
thing"  a*  ti*  h«PPy  mercenary  slave — and  in  sooe 
measure,  supply  that  loss  of  labor  which  istikea 
out  of  the  market  by  their  enlistment— he  wished 
some  measure  to  be  adopted  for  this  purpose.  He 
also  believed  that  if  th^  officers  bad  something  like 
ei^ployment,  by  overlooking  their  men«  and  see- 
ing that  they  performed  their  work  properly,  they 
would  be  thereby ''materially  ^benefited  J  for  ht 
could  'Conceive  of  nothing  so  injurious  to  the  com- 
fort of  a  man  as  leading  the  liie  of  a  drone  with- 
out business.  The  greatest  geuiuses  of  the  age, 
spending  their  time  in  this  way,  woold  beeome 
drones  and  dead  weights  on  society.  He.  there- 
fore, ihoved  the  following  resolution : 
-  "  Resolved,  That  the  Pceodent  of  the  United  StiiM 
be  authorized  to  employ  the  regular  army  of  tbe  Uaitcd 
States,  when  not  eagaged  in  actual' »ervioe,  and  vhea 
in  his  judgment  the  J^oblic  interest  will  not  theieliy  be 
injured,  in  the  construction  of  zoads,  canab,  or  other 
works  of  public  utility.** 

Mr.  Wright.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  this  Hoose 
will  not  disgrace  itselC  by  permitting  this  refla- 
tion to  lie  on  the  lable.  It  proposes  to  convert  tbe 
Army  of  the  United  States  into  a  body  of  labor- 
ers  on  the  canals  and  public  roads^  and  their  afi- 
cers  into  overseers  of  the  roads  and  canals,  it 
^es  directly  to  x:onvert  the  proceedings  of  this 
House,  on  the  bill.to  raise  25^000  DaeQ,.into  a  farce, 
and  to  present  to  the  nation,  (whose  spirit  is  now 
alive  to  avenge  the  wrongs  We  have  too  loogsos- 
tained.)  a  very  different  object  to  which  that  army 
may  be  applied  than  that  for  which  it  wasiateod- 
ed.  Sir;  the  President,  who  is  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Ariny,  whose  duties  as  such  are 
confined  to  tailitary  objects,  will  thereby  be  coa- 
.verted  into  a  supervisor  general  of  roads  and  ca- 
nals. It  is  not  in  the  contemplation  of  rhe  Coo- 
stitutioa,  that  tb\  Pre^dent,  as  Commander-ia- 
Chlef  of  the  Army,  should  have  ^uch  labor  im- 
posed on  him.  Yjovl  might,  with  equal  propriety, 
impose  on  him  the  supervising  and  assisting  the 
tillage  of  the  cotton  plantations  by  the  Army.  Sir, 
the  President  would  not  be  bound  by  such  a  law. 
The  Army,  sir,  may  he  cQrrea(iy  eiigafed  oa  foe- 
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lifteatKNis;  or  9ii«4i  roadi  arare  iwsitssary  for  their  ^ 
own  use ;  pioneers  to  proceed  aad  prepare  the 
way  for  the  Army, as  ai(emeti,.are  inieoostaot  use. 
But,  sir,  wottM  yoo  degrade  th«  Army  by  making 
them  #ork  oneanals and  *^,piibtie roads "  a  pun^ 
ishnreni  iniieted  on  felooa  in  Maryland  ?  J  hope 
not,  Mr.  Speaker.  That  gentleman  haa  been  jpa,- 
tiently  heard  while  opposing'  the  bill  for  25,000 
men  ;  but,  sir,  af^er  that  bill  has  been -passed  by  a 
•great  majoritr  of  tboHoaae,!  sdbm'itto.thetgen- 
ttenlan,  whether  every  friend  to  the  great  Repob; 
lican  principle,  that'^afaiajonty  shall  goferti,''  is 
not,  M  a  citizen,  '  '^ 


.,  bopod'to  give  efficacy*  to  the 
measare,  and  his  co-operation  to  carrv  it  into 
etfeet.  I  therefore  hope  this  House  will  see  this 
sttbiect  as  having  the  effect  I  hare  stated,  and 
wtU  not  sttfier  the^  resolntion  to  lie  on  the.ta'ble, 
if  the  ffentleiAan  who  ha^,  in  my  jndgment, 
tbooghtlessly  introduced  it,  will  not  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  GALBOURwat  not  at  all  sorprieed  to  find 
gentlemen,-  who  al'e  opposed  to  putting  the  eouh- 
try  into  a  w«r  attitude,  should  endeavor,  by  every 
means  in  their  pQwer,  to  defeat  the  measures 
adopted.  At  a  moment  when  we'^re  calling  upon 
the  yeomanry  of  our  country  jo  step  forward  in 
defenee.of  our  Nghta,  b^  thought  sooh  a  motion 
Tery  improper,  aad  he  hoped  Congress  would  not 
tr«at  it  wif  h  so  much  respect  aift  to  soflTer  it  to  lie 
npon  the  table  ][br  a  moment..  The  gentleman  had 
freqnetatly  told  the  Houae  h€  believed  the'Army 
waa  composed  of  (be  worst  hiatei^ais;  and  he 
BOW  appears  to  wiah  to  bring  the  service  into  dis- 
grace. He  hflfped  t)»e  proposition  would  be  dis- 
posed of  without. much  debate. 

Mr.  Randolph  never  dreamed  of  the  great 
aenaibility  which  he  appeared  .to  have  excited  in 
the  House  by^tbis:  motion.  .  Ho  ^^A  exchanged 
conversation  with  some  of  ^e  best  and  wisest 
men  in  the  community  oi|  this-  subject,  who  had 

warreed  with  iiim'in  the  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  thus*  Employing  th^  Army^-nnd  noihing  but. 
the  pressure  of  other  business  and  the  remoteness 

^r  our  aitoatiott  frjom  any  theatre  of  public  Works, 
had  prevented  hini  froin  bringing  forward-  the 

•  proposition  long  ago. 

Though  he  was^  natiVe  of  a  oonntf  y  the  chief 
part  of  the  labor  of  w^ieh  is  perfdyrmed  by  slaves, 
yet  he  had  learned  to-day,  .for  the^firat  time,  that 

.  honest  labor  was  di^racefol ;  that  the  honor  of  a 
soldier  cannot  survive  it.  He  was  sorry,  if  such 
were -the  case,,  to-  find  there  is,  jnde^d,  a  much. 

.wider  distivctiou  betw^n 'honor  and 'honesty, 
than  he  had  imaffined.  Men. put  on  a  livery — 
the  liver^of  thetCing-^are  epgaged.  in '.perform- 
ing menial  ofllces  for  their  officers,  who'  expose 
their  naked  backs  to  the  merciless  executioner, 
are  deprived  of  free'  affency-^but  thevare  attpve 
honest  'labor !  He  wished  we  could  avaH  our-. 
aelTes,  if  it  were  only  aow  and  then,  to  look  on 
the  practices  of  other  nations  $  that  we  would  not 
heUeve.that  we  are  the  mos^  enlighteaed  people 
in  the- wprld«  Who  were  the  ooastructprs  of  the 
grreat  military  highways  which,  pervaded  every 
coantry  when  redaoed.  to  the  form  of  a  Roman 
province?  That  wise  people  never  deemed  any 
eoaniry  sabdaai,  until  great  military!  high  road^ 


were  ..made  therein.  -And  by  whom  witre  they 
constructed  t  They  were  obnstrucied  by4he  Ro- 
-fiftan  legion.  If,  ^ir,  you  go  down,  even  to  this 
navy  yard,  yoa  wiU'be  astonished  to  hear,  that 
the  palaCe  t|iere  erected  cost  only .  somewhere 
aboufr  a  thousand  dollara,'  the  worJi  of  .it  being 
chiefly  done  by  the  marines.     - 

iBut  it  seems  that,  in  Maryland,  it  is  a  criminal 
'  punishment,  and  thereforis  disgraceful,  to  work  on 
the  roads,  and  on  that  account: the  Army  of  the 
United,  States  must  not  be  put  to  any  such  em- 
ph»yment.  In  Tirginia,  the  criminals' in  our  Pefa- 
iteniiary  are  eiaployed  in  m.aking  ahoes,  naib, 
cloibes-^^o  that,  if 'th<[  gentleman's  argument  be 
^ood,  we  ought  to  have  no  ahoeinaker,  nailer,  ^r 
tailor,  enlisted  into  our  army,  lest^  forsooth,  he 
shoald  coutatoiaate  the  honoi'of  the  corps. 

Shall  I  ask,  in  what  manner  the  delay  of  pub* 
Ho  businesa  is  produced  by  laying  on  your  table  a 
fesoiutit>n  authorizing  the  Ffesideat,>not  to  take 
the  Army  from  their  military  duty,.but  when  they 
are  not  employed  ia  the  public  seryipe^  and  when, 
in  his  estimation^  the  publrc  interest  will  not 
thereby  be  injured,  to  employ  them  in  public 
iforksortJtility  ?  There  was  no  jelatioa  between 
this  resolution  aad  the  business  which  was  before 
the  Hqttse  yesterday.  For  three  yekni,  this  sub- 
ject had  be^n  floating'  in  his.  mind,  and  nothing 
was  further  from  his  expectation  than  that  he  .was 
about  to.  excite'  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman, 
much  leas  that  hB>  was  about  to  iacurm  chai^  of 
idelayiag  the  public  business. 

Tne  gentleman  from  South  Ctiroiina,  (Mr. 
CALHomc)  had  stated,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wop- 
dered  at  that  geatlemen  opposed  ta  the  prepara- 
tions now  making  for  war,  should  attempt  tode- 
lay  the  public  business.  .  H^did'not  wish  to  pvo« 
duoctany  delay  in  the  measures  which 4he  House, 
had  determined  upoa.  In  extreme  cases,  he  might ' 
be  induced  to  steps  of  this  kind  ;  but,  in  a  case 
like  this,  he  should  not  do  it. 

He  did  not  require  to  be  informed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from.Marvland  (Mr  Wriqbt)  of  the  po- 
lice atteiitioo  with  which  the  House  had  favored 
him  while  he  was*  discussing  a  subject  of  momeu- 
tons  conoerp  to  theliation.  Bu^  on  whom  i.s  tbe> 
delays,  of  the  public  husiness  fairly  .chargeable  ? 
He  appealed  to  his  worthy  friend  from  Georgia, 
if  it  were  not  chargeable'  on  his  friends ; '  for  that 
gentleman  bad  said,  some  days  ago,  ^that  he 
^  would  Wait  with  pleasure  to  hear  anything 
*  which  eonld  be  heard  in  opposition;  but  he  was 
^  wearied  out  witii  the  debate  from,  tj^e  professed, 
^  and,  he  had  no  donbt,  }\ye  I'eal  friends  of  the 
•*  measures  under  discussion.^' 

With  the  aid  of  the  previous  question,  apd  a 
.majority  of  sixty  in  favor  of  war  fi^easttres,  if 
there  be  any  'ability  for  public  business;  let  us  liot 
heaf  of  delay  from  laying  a  simple  retolution  on 
the  table,  and  a  debate  proeeedingt;  not  from  the 
party -offering  it,  but  from  those  who  are  not  wil- 
ling it  should  lie  oa  the  table:  from  which  ifMt 
were  taken,  it  would  hot  be  by  bis  hand,- except  it 
were  asked  wiih  more  courtesy  afnd  vrhanity  than 
bad-beep  showa  by  the  gentleman  who  suggested 
tluBvonrse. 
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.Mr.  Fi8K  did  not  know  ia  what  numoa'  the 
gentleroan  wished  to  be  applied  to  for  a  with- 
drawalxjf  hisproposjtioo ;  but  he  thought  irwooid 
be  disgraceful  to  Coogreas  that  sock  a  resolution 
should  tie  on  their  table.  At  a  time  when  we 
are  about  toraifean  army  fo  defend  our  injured 
country^  an  attempt  is  made  to  turn  the  whole 
into  ridieuie.  by  a  propositroa«to  employ  them  in 
making  roads  anddigging  caolU  !  Things  which 
tAay  be  proper  and  rej^utableiti  otfe  situation,  may 
be  improper  and  disreputable  in  another.  Whe* 
iher  it  was'proper  or  decorous  to'cail  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  mercenary  slaTes:  he  should 
•le^ve  the  world  to  judge ;  but  he  coul(l  nerer  gi^e 
Ms  vote  one  day  for  rai&ing  an  army  for  the  de- 
ftnee  of- the  country^  and  the  next/gir^  counte- 
.  nance  to  a  resolution  wjiich  went  to  degrade  that 
Urmy.         •  ,   * 

Mr.  STANFOBn  was  not  prepared  to  say  whe- 
ther it  would  be  pj^oper  to  agree  to  this  proposi* 
tion  or  not  j  bu.t'it  certainly  was  no  new  things 
^  He  asked  gentlemen  to  recollect  who  cut  the  roadii 
from  the  rrontiers  Of  Tennessee  to  Natchez  ;  they 
were  cut  b.y  the  Army,  under  the  directjoit  of  the 
late  President.  How  were  the  troops  employed 
at  Terre  au  fioDtif  1  He  understood  they  were 
engaged  ip  ditching  and  other  work.  He  stated 
lihese  things  io  ihow  that  the  subject  is  worthy  of 
consideration'.  '^  .   ^         ' 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  nndaratood  the  resolution  to 
contemplate  employing  the  troops,  when  out  of 
service,  in  working  on  roads  and  canals.  He 
wotjld  suggest  an  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
Which  would  be,  <a  employ  the  tnen  in  erecting 
fortifiefttiona  also.'  He  was  credibly  informed 
tha4  GoTernraeat  bad  been  in  the'habit  of  paying 
a  dollar  a  diiy  to  laborers  on  fortifications,  while 
our  troops  were  idle.  During  his  military  life, 
he  had  been  employed  in  all  necessary  labpr ;  and, 
passing:-  a  resolution  like  the  present,  would  show 
that  this  House  expected  that  the  labor  for  whicli 
large  sums  had  heretofore  be^  paid,  should  be 
done' by  the  troops.  '      .       ' 

Mr.  KANnoLPH  accepted  of  this  amendment, 

Mr.  WatQBT  said,  this  amendment  was  unne- 
.  ces^ary,  since  every  one  acquainted  with  military 
business,  knew  that  this  was  a  part  of  the  duty  of 
■  an  army»  . 

The  8#S4KBR  declared  the  amendment  to  be 
in  order.  '  , 

Mr.  CtDinov  said,  that  though  the  first  impres* 
sions  of  his  mind  yreie  hostile  to  tbis  proposition, 
yet  he  could  not  believe  it  was  a  qOe$tion,  espe* 
cially  as  modified  by  the  amendment  of  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  which  ought  not  to  be 
pefmitted  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  hereafterl  be 
consider^d^.  '  He  regretted  thdt  the  yeas  and  cays 
had  bean  called  for.  He  supposed  that  the  reso- 
teitton  would,  -at  least,  have  been  suffered  to'iie  otf 
the  table,  Wii^tout  obj^eiibn. 

Mr«  Gruni^y  said,  he  voted  in  favor  of  eonsid^ 
ering  th^e  resolution,  because,  if  we  were  to  refuse 
to  consider  it  to-day,  th6  gentleman  might  renew 
•it  from  day  to.  day.  He  believed  •  tiie  time  and 
eircumstanoes    under  which    this  mqtion   was 


which'  had  been  noticed,  ^  He  4) id  not  wtab  to 
hold  out  to  the  world  that  ithts  military  force  was 
raised  wiih*  any  other  view  than  to.  go  to  war. 
-Won id  it  not  be  highly  improper  at  th^  moment 
we  i^re  raising  men  to  defend  our  country,  that 
we  stLOUld  he  discussing  a  proposition  for  employ- 
ing them  in  .making  roads  and  canals?  Can  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  be  surprised  that  this 
motmn  should  excite  sensibility  1 

Why  was  not  a  resoUilioo  of  tliis'kind,  if  he 
thougth  it  nece^sary^broufht  forward  before  we 
ha^  a  prospect  of  war?  -Would  the  gentJeoiaa 
have  these  men  9«t  to  work  with  their  pickaxes 
and  spadesi  at  a  moment  when  the  country  19 
bleedrog  Under  th«  wounds  whicii  «he  has  receiv- 
ed from  an  impUcible  enemy  ?  Under  different 
circiimsiances,  and  Undei^  a  different  modification, 
he  probably  should  not  have  object^  to  such  a 
proposition. .  The  modification  to  which  be  al- 
luded wask  to  allow  to  every,  man  who  shoot  J  be 
thu»  ecopioyed,  additional  pay.  But,  will  aay 
gentletnao  wiio  has  voted  for  war  measures  con- 
sent that  this  pKoposition  shall  lie  on  the  table? 
If  so,  the  peopia  will  sttli  believe  we  are  not  in 
Earnest,  if  the  mover  o(  thia  proposition  be  dta- 
.ppaed,  in  the  least^  to  accommpdaie  the  jiouse,  it 
would  be  be^i  ai  once  to  take  a.  vote  o«  tbe  reso- 
fotion  itself,  instead  of  the  oiotioii  at  present  be- 
fore the  House.  .     '  ' 

lyir.  Kent.— -However  L  might  be  dis|iQaed  to 
discuss  a  resolution  of  this  natnre  at  any  other 
time,  1  am^deoidedly  opposed  to  it  at  this  aioment, 
either  b  its  original  shape,  or  as  amended.  Should 
we  be  serious  in  gbrng  to.war,  our  army  will  have 
sufficient  employment. 

The  President  knows  his  duty  too  well  not  to 
employ  thoae  men  in  erecting  and  repairing  forts, 
to  ^uard  against  the  inroads  of  /our  enemies — for 
a  powerful  oba  we  shall  have  to  ciMitead  with. 
View,  sir,  oUr  extensive  seacoa^  from  the  Gheaa- 
peaice  to.  Mississippi.  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas 
mast  be  watched  and  defended.  New  Orleaas 
must  he  protected,  and  NewvYorkHuast  not  be 
cTverlooked.  Ar«  we  (o  raise  those  troops  with  their, 
numerous  officers,  and  encounter  a  countless  ex- 
pense, to  do  what?  Cut  roads  and  make  ditches. 
What  effect  is  the  gentleman's  resolution  calcn- 
Ulei  to  have  on  the  enlistments  about  to  be 
made  ?  Patriotism  aljine  jcan  raise  an  army  in 
this  country. 

Such  is  the  facility,  with  which  a  comfortable 
subsistence  can  be  obtained  in  thi"^  happy  land  bf 
agriculturai  pursuits,  that  men  are  to  be  induced 
by  patriotisjf^i,  not  the  piUance  that  we  shall  offer 
themj'  to  'enlist  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
However  correct  the  motive  and  object  of  the 
gentleman  may  be,  hi*  resolution,  at  thia  critical 
moment,  (is  well  calculated  to  bring  our  measures 
into  contempt.  It  is  well  adapted  to  convert  the 
serjous,!  solemn  acts  of  thi«i  Hous^  into  a  mere 
farce,  "^iuit  is  proposed?  To  convert^  your 
army,  at  a  time  like  this,  into  mere  bewers  of 
wood. and  diggers  of  earth.  Instead  of  avenging 
the  wrongs  so  deeply  inflicted  upon  our  country, 
they  ace  to  be  consigned  to  work'  npon.tfae  roads. 


brought  forward,  .had   produced  the  sensibility  *^o  be  MSQclated  ia  employmeiK  with  crtmiaals, 
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who,  bf  thehiws  of  some  pf  tKe  States,  are  sen- 
tencedf  br  way  of  punishineiit,  to  labor  on  the 
roads.  The*  geatleman  from  Virgioia  speaks  of 
the  legions  of  Home  4  bad  such  a  resolution  been 
adopted  by  the  Roman  Senate,  it  Wotild  baire 
converted  their  bcave  legions  ioio  worse  than  a 
band  of  diggers.  It  woura  havf  Cent, their  lofty 
mindf,  f|pom,thjit  greatest  ^braT«r<vj  from  the  loftiest 
virtue,  ta«  debasenikeat  beneath  calculation.  ' 

1  hope  the  House  will  reject  thtf  'resoiotion 
with  that  piromfiioess,  with  that  decisjon,  which 
becomes  as.  '    "j^    '     - 

BCr.  Raitoolpb  badawish  tonccommodatethe 
gentlVMan  from  Tenoessee.  He  wpuld,  therefore,- 
withdri(W  his  motion'  for  laying  the  proposition 
00  the  table,  anxl  have  the  question  on  the  adop-' 
tion  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie  observed' that,  if  such, ^  proposition 
W0UI4,  at  any  time^e  proper,  it  ia  extremely  tm-. 
proper  at  this  time.  The.  les&  said  on  the  sabject 
the  better.  '  •  . 

Mr.  Kbt  had  always  caosidered  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  soldiery  to  build  fortifications;  they  ha4  to 
obey  the  commands  of  their  officers  ib  executing 
works  of  this  kind.  Thfc  ffeotleman  from  North,' 
Carolina  (Mr.  ^tAnpord;  hdd  stated  correctly 
that  the  soldiers  had  been  employed  in  making 
the  road  which  he  had  mentioned ;'  and  he  be- 
lieved, iftt  this  Mme,  some  troops  are  epgaged  in 
cutting  a  road  through  the  lands  of  the  Choctaw 
nation  of  Indians.  Bu<  h^  Was  opposed  to  the 
resolatioa,  as  unnecessary — it  being  alr^adv  the 
duty  of  soldiers  to  execute  works  of  this  Kind, 
under  the  direction  01  their  officers.^ 

Mr.  WiDOERT  wished  to  know  if  the'  motion 
could  not  be  divided.  The  woirking  on  fortinca- 
tioos  was  certainly  a  part  of  the  duty  of  soldiers; 
but  he  considered  this  power  already  ia  the  hands 
of  the  potnmander  of  every  army,  aod  iLwovld 
not  be  taken  from  him  by  any  v.ole  we  may  gi^e. 
50  he  should  vote  a^gaiost  .the  resolution.  As  to 
workiufi:  on  road^find  canals^  he  did  not  expect 
the  sotaiers  to  b(;  employed  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  RandolpiI  would  suppose  the.  case* to  hap- 
pen, to  which  the. attention  of  the  Bouse  was 
called  yesterday,  on  one  of  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force,  that 
our  affairs  are  adjusted  with  En^fland,  and  the 


troops  are  not  wanted  to  fi^ht.-  You  hate  put  it 
00 1  of  the  power  of  the  President  to  disband  them. 
Would  it  not,  then,be  desirable  that  they  should  be 
employed  in  some  Useful  work,  while  they  are  re- 
ceiving vtheir  pay  from  the  public?  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland^'  (Mr.  Wright.)  had  talked  about 
these  men  being  associated-with  felons.  He  did 
expect  aceurary  from  that  gentleman.  Is  there 
any  such  proposition  in  that  ri;jotution  %  It  is  a 
simple,  nakeu  p'roposition,  a  raiionaf  and'  reason- 
able one ;  and  one  which  nothit]|  but  the  panic 
'  of  the  moment  could  have  raised  into  the  conse- 
qnepce  which'  had  been  given  to  it.  Theduestlon 
is  simply  this— whether  a  lar^e  body  of  troops, 
engaged  in  the  service  of  tt)e  United  States,  not 
having  employ  meat,  whom  the  ns^rion  is  compelled 
to  pay,  shall  be  employed'  on  works '  of  public 
utility  ?    And,  his  friend  from  North  Csroliaa 


had  refresheil  his  memory  in  mentioning  the  fact 
of  the  late  President  having  thus  employed  a  pa-rt 
of  the  soldiery  formerly.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  jresolu'tion  to  damn  the  ardor  of  the  patriotism 
of  any  man  incUnejd  to  enter  the  service..  If  it 
be  patriotism  whrclr  leads  a  man  to  epter  into  the 
army,  he  will  calenla^e  upon  leaving  it  as  soon 
as  the  iairmy  shall  have  effected  its  objeri:  and  if 
aVany  time,  during  his  service,  he  shouta  not  be 
wanted  to  perform  mititaryduty,  he  would  pre- 
'fer  beinff  employed  in  honest  labor,  in  the  open, 
cheerfuiair,  toi  being  shut  up  fn  a  barrack. 

Mr.  R.  would  venture  to  say  that,  if  at  the  end 
of  this  Congfess,  or  At  the  comtneocement  of  the 
nexr,'a  resolution  to  this  efiecft  were  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  when  the  present  war  fever  Jiad 
som.efwhat  abated,  if  it  shall  not  be  whoUv  re- 
moved, nothing  of  the  sensation  which  nve^have 
now  seen,  lyould  be  produced. '  He  could  readily 
believe -that,  the  common  soldiers,  already  ener- 
vated by  idleness. ai^d  inebriety,  would  have  ob- 
jections to  ti)is  profxisiiion  ;  but  their  objections 
wopld  be,  with  him,  the  hiffhesr  recommendation. 
-  In  no  remarks,' said' Mr.  K.^  which-  ^e  ha(f  ev«r 
applied  to  an  army,  had  b$  any  reference  to  that 
army  to' which  We  owe  our  independence. ,  He 
thought -of ^t  with  far  more  reverence.  ^Let  not 
gentlemen  deceive  jhemselve.S'— the  army  of  the 
present  dav  n  not  the  army  of  the  Revolution^— 
Qenerai  Wilkinson  is  not  General  Washington, 
A  mote  corrupt  military  body  never  existed  than 
the  Prietoriaa  band.  '         > 

■  Mr.  Wright  inquired  of  tbe  Speaker  if  it  were 
in  order  thus  to  abuse  the  army  of  the  country  1 

The  SpEAic&R  said  the  gentleman  had  a  right 
to  express  his  opinion  of  any  public  establishment; 
the  great  object  in  debate  is  to  respect  ourselves, 
not  to  exhibit,  extraordinary  heat,  but  to  discuss 
every  Question  which  came  before  the  House  in 
a  cool  and  orderly  manned,  and  treat  ea^h  other 
a's  getitlemen  ought  to  be  treated. 

Mr.  RjiNOoLptf  rose  and  asked,  if  another  Crom  - 
well  was  at  the  door ;  ot^  if  not  at  the  door,  in  f\ill 
march  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  tbe  nation^-and 
'show  me  the  nation,  said  he,  Which  has  lost  its 
tiberty  in  any  other  way — a  member  is  not  to 
rise  and  announce  the^nger,  lest  he  should  hurt 
tbe  feelings  of  some  gallant  and  honorable  man ; 
because  he  may  wound  the  feelings  of^thePretor 
to  the  First  Consul  ?  .  The  opinion  whicJi  he  had 
expressed  uf  our  army,  wa?  the  deliberate  con vi>:- 
tionof'his  judgment,  from  whif^h  he  nev^c  should 
be  driven.  It  had  been  made  his  duty  to  exajnine 
tbe  testimony  of  "a  cloud  of  .witnesses,  manv  of 
them  members  of  that  body)  and  bis  sonl  eiclcen- 
ed  with  loathiag  and  disgust  at  the  examination. 
He  would  UQt  ^understood  as  making'b  is  obser- 
vations general.  There  are  in  the  Army  many 
worthy^  gilllant  spirits;  but,  taken  in  the  mass,  it 
is  eankered.  to  tbe  core.  He  recollected  the  evi- 
dence, •  Which  he  Was  isompelted  to  reduce  to 
writing,  in  the  trial  •of  Aaron  'Burr.  He  knew  by 
whom  Bunr  was  received,  and  supplied  with  arms 
oat  of  the  public  stores,  with  aids — orderly  ser- 
geants, he  believed,  they  were  called-rdnd  he  had 
seeti  these  very  persons  iinee  promoted.    Under 
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these  circumstances,  be  bad  a  rifbt  to  >zfcesa 

.him>elf  of  the  Ar«iy  as  he  felt,* 

Mr.  E.  coald  not  sit  down,  witliout  again  ax- 
pressing  hrs  regret  at  the  heat  which  haj  been 
struck  out  of  this  plain,  reasonable  proposition. 
He  wouM  remind  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
that,  if  the  resolution  were  agreed  to,  ihe  details 
of  the  bill  could  be  made  coniormable  to  tha  idea 
he  had  suggested. '  If  be  could  have  believed  that 
the  House  would  have  mad^  so  much  opposition 
to  Ills  resolution,  he  "would,  not  have  brought  .it 
forward ;  and  he  was  prevented  frpmj^i^hdraw- 
rng  it  at  present,  ontyr  from  the  oafurf  of  the  re- 
ception it  had  met  with. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  was  surprised  that  gentlemen 
were  not  ready  to  receive  any  proposituw  which 
was  mad^  to  the  House,  with  coolness,  and  to 
discuss  k  with  moderatipn ;  he  thought  it  better 

.  to  take  this  course,  than,  in  heat  and  passion,  at' 
once  to  reject  a  measure,  which, in'  our  opinion, 
may  be  improper.  He  thought  It  right  that  the 
question  should  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nay^,  and 
he  should  vote  against  it.  However  much  he  re- 
spected the  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the 

.  proposition — and  he  always  tisteirad  to  his  elo« 
quence  with  pleasure  and  .benefit — he  could  not' 
vote  for  it,  because  he  had  voted  for  the  bill  for 
raising  an  additional  army ;  and  he  considered 
that  this  proposition  was  calculated  to  throw  a 
damp  upon  the  business  of  enlislmenu  ^  Ha  had 
considered  it  hL«  duty  to  ^o  along  with  the  major* 
ity  in  putting  the  nation  into  a  complete  state  of 
defence.    He  trusted  we  wece  a«sUnMAg  a  new 

eosture,  which  had  been  long  recommended,  and 
e  consideted  this  disposition  as  auguring  well 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  M.  observed^  that  one  part  of  this  resolu- 
tion was  v^ry  objectionable.  It  had  never  been 
considered  as  the  duly  of  soldiers  to  make>  roads 
and  dig  canals,  except  such  works  became  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation.of  the  artny,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  As 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  resolution,  respecting 
fortifications,  it  is  already  the  constant  practice  of 
commanders  thus  to  employ  their  men,  and  .there- 
fore this  provision  is  unnecessary.  1^9  hoped, 
therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  rejected. 

It  was  rejected — yeas  15,  navs  102,  as  follows: 

YxAs^Harttanus  Bldedter,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wil-. 
liam  £lj,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Hugh  Nelson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
Rich.  Stanford;  LabanWheaton,  and  Leonard  Whitc.« 

Nays-* Willis  Alston,  jr.,  -  William  Anderson,  9te- 
▼anaon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  E^kiel  Bacon,  David 
Baid,  Jonah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bib^  Thomas  Blonnt,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bracken- 
tidge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BvrwelK  William 
Butler,  John  .G.  Calhoun.  BpaphrodtUis  •Champion, 
Jjangdon  Chaves^  Martfti  duttendan,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jamas  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  .Coodit,  Rc^er 
Davi%  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Dlesha,  Samuel  Dinamoor, 
BUas  Earle,  William  Findlay,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomafi  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Botting  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes^  Jaeob  Hofty,  John  M.  fiyne^ 
man.  Richard  M.  Johnso|i«  Joseph  Kant»  Philip  B.  Kay, 


William  R.  King,  Abpar  Laoocfc.  Joseph  LefiBtveT,  Pe- 
ter Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wm.  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C«  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Mooire,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Me> 
Kim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  MHnor,  Samuel  L.  Mit- 
chifl,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Jonathan  0. 
Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thoasf 
Newton  6tephen  (hvisby,  WilKam  f^ulding^  juji.,  Jo- 
sapb  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Bemaiah) 
-         ~        ~  ~  ,  WiUi       - 


Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Joaiah  Quincy, 
Samnel  Ringgold,  Jishn  Rhea»  John  Roana»  Jonathaa 
Roberts,  WilUan^  Rodman,  Ebetasaer  Sag^  TboiBM 
Sammons^  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybcit,  Saaniel 
^haw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John-  Smllie,  Omant  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George 
Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallmaa,  Jahn 
Taliafeno,  Uri.  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Piena  Vaa 
Cortkndt,  jun.,  Robert  WhitehiO,  William  Widgery. 
Tho%.  Wilson,  Richard  Wian,  and  Robert  Wright. 

VPLUNTBBR  •CORPS. 

The  House -again  resolved  itselF  into  a.  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  or- 
ganize certain  volunteer  military  corps. 

The  amended  bill  being  under  coosideration, 
which  provides  for  the  appointoient  of  the  officers 
by  the  several  States —  ' 

Mr.  Porter  moved  to  amend  tHe  seeood  sec- 
tion of  the.  bill,  by  adding  to  it  the  foUowiog 
WordB :  "  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
do  duty  at  any  timeithe  President  of  the  United 
SlatesahaUthint  proper.'^  . 

It  m^ht  appear  extraordinary,  Mr.  P.  said,  that 
he  should  propose  an.ameadment  to  a  bill  which 
he  believed  to  be  Qonstitutfonal,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  make  it  unconatitutionaL  Bat,  perhaps, 
when  his  motives  were  understooil,  be  shoold 
stand  acquitted  of  acting  improperly.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  President  of  Cne  United  Stales  and  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreiga  ftelatiooa,  was  to  pro- 
vide a  volunteer  force  to  act  -in  conjunction  with 
the  reg[ular  troops,  in  such  service  as  Goverameai 
may  direct  them  to  perform.  The  committee,  in 
conformity  with  this  view,  had  directed  him  to 
draw  a  bilLwhicJi  was  first  reported  to  the  House. 
In  that  bill«  he  gtfve  this  volunteer  corps  the 
character  of  regular  troops,  or  Federal  troops,  in 
distinction  from  regulars .  or  militia,  oader  the 
opinion  that  a  militia  corps  could  not  be  employed 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  The 
.Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  gare  their  coosent 
to  the  bilL;  but  some  of  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee, after  reflection,  on  the  subject,  ihiokuig 
that  the  militia  might  be  employed  in  carrying 
on  an  offensive  war,  and  being  desirous  of  so  em- 
ploying them,  they  asked  leave  to  have  the  bill 
recommitted,  and  the  present  amendatory  bill  was 
reported.  If  the  opinion  be  correct,  that  the  mili* 
tia  may  be  employed  in  foreign  offensive  war, 
then  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  is  a  proper  one  \  if 
not,  it  will  be  ineffectual  and  inapplicable  to  the 
object  in  view.   .He  had  ..introduced  tbiaamead- 


ment  for  the  purpose  of  trving  thfe  sense  of  the 
committee  on  this,  point.  If  it  be  deemed  Con- 
stitutional to  employ  the  militia  in  any  purposes 
of  War,  there  caa  be  ab  olyeotioa  to  this  Amend- 
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meat;  bat  IF,  on  th'e  oontraiy,  (whteh  wiifl  bi» 
opinioo.)  it  be  thooghf  the  militia  can  ooljr  be 
emptoy^  fb'r  the^porpeses  meDtiooed  in  tbe  Con- 
stitatioo  within  the  United  Stittes.  this  amend* 
ment  wil(  be  ne^tired.and  we  must  have  r^- 
conrse  to, the  original  bill.  ' '  - 

Mr*.  PoiNi>lsxa*£B  obaerred  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  ifentleilian  from  New 
York  wooid  trot;  if  agreed  to,  obviate  the  Con- 
siiintioDal  diQcolty  whieb.  had  been  rHiBed  on 
•the  presents  occasion.    The  PrevidiMrtt  saixl  he, 
has  already  the  perwer  to  eal|  out  the  mJlttia  at 
any  time  he  may  tMnk  proper^  lo  do  toUitary 
dnty  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but 
that  po#vr  is  expressly  directed  to  objeets.  within 
the  jarisdictiohai  limits  of  the  United  BtHtes.  If, 
then,  the  amendment  be  adopted,  it  will  confer 
on  the  Baecutiv^  noautbdrity  which ^e  does'not 
already  ftossess;    Ht  hnpj^d,  therefore,  thd  hon- 
orable gentleman  woaki- Withdraw  the>motfOfi 
which  he- had  made,  that  a  more  comprehensive 
amendment  might  be  ^offered,  declaring*  the^use 
which  should  be  made  of  this  force  when  organ- 
ized,    ^ir,  said  Mk.  P.,  I  am  one  o(  those  who 
believe  that  these  volunteers  will  be  composed  of 
th«  purest  anxf  best  materials  6f  which  our  coii.n- 
trv  can  boasL    Tiie^ hardy  and  enterprising  sons 
of  the  planter  and  the  farmer,  whose  occupations 
are  peculiarly  calculated  to  qualify  thexn  itOr  the 
fatigues  and  hardships  incident  to  the  camp,  atad 
whose  minds,  untutored  in  the  school  of  vice  and 
jmmoraiity,  inhale  the  holy  flame  of  patriotism, 
by  the  influence  of  whiah  they  are  animated'to 
brave  every  danger,  to.  vindicate  the  rights,  and 
redress  the  ^violated  hontfr  of  their  native  coun- 
try.    I  wish,  said  he,  to  give  to  tlie  energies  of 
this  corps  such  a  direction,  asto  constitute  it  an 
eflKcient  force  for  all  4he  pnrposes  of  the  wai*, 
which,  is  about  to  grow  put  pf  the  Wrongs  in- 
flicted on  the  nation  by  the  tyranny  and  injjus- 
tice  of  Qrea|  Britain.    Can  we,  then,  cbnstitu* 
tiooaiiy  eQaplt>y  vokinleer  miliiia  witboiil  tbe^ 
jurisdiction  of  the  Uuited  States,  in  the  proaceu- 
tioo  of  hosciliiifls  io  the.eneroy'aeoteBiry  1    Mf» 
p.  aald  ha^waar^f  opinioo -that  no  legislatiTei  aot 
of  Coogress  could  confer  sneb'.a  power*  on  > the 
President  The  Conaliioaoa  of  the  Ualted  States 
recognises  two  species  of  land  force  oniy-^lbe 
Army,  aad  the.  milkia  of  the  reapaciive  Statesj 
ia  relation  to  the  fomiarj  there  is.  fto  restiietion 
OQ   the  diaoretion  of  the  Government  $  with  re- 
gaurd  fin  the  latter,  the  p>irpoaes  for  whicb  they 
may  be  used  are  limited  and  defined*    Conmsas 
uMLy^  by  the  Coastitutioo,  *^  provide  for  caJling 
fortb  IhO'iniHtk  lo  eiee«te  ihe  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted Bfaiea^  ioppBeaa  iasarjecibnsi  and  repel  in- 
▼aajans,"  and  for  '*  organising*  arming,  ana  dis'ei- 
pliniDg  theinilitia^aod  for  gbveuring.soeh  part 
ef  t)iemas  m^y  be  in  the  service  of  the  Uaited- 
States,  reserving' to  the  States,  respeotively,  the 
appointment  Ojf  tbe  officers^"    The  bill  on  your 
table  contemplates  a  simple  or^nizatron  of  fifty 
thousand  volunteers,  to  be  ofiicered  by  the  State 
authorities,  leaving  it  .to  the  £zecutive  to  make 
such   a  disposition  of  then^  as.  in  his  opinion, 
tanr  be  <^oosi8tent  with  tbe  literal  impoit  of  the 


Qonstitutibn,  To^ibe,  said  Mr.  P.,  it  appears 
evident  that  this  force  must  be  confined  to  the ' 
actual  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  un- 
less some  provision  is  made,  by  which  they  may 
he  compelled  to  step  over  the  national  boundary 
to  carry  on  offensive  war.  For  that  ourpose,  ha 
said,  if  theKooorable  gentleman  woula  withdraw 
his  rnotioHj  be  would,  without  further  explana- 
tion at  this  time,  move  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
which,  in  his  judgment,  would  render  this  volun- 
teer force  effective,  both  for  internal  and  external 
purposes.  '       . '  ' 

Mr.  Porter  tben  withdrew  the  n^otion  to 
amend,  and  Mr.  PoizfnexTBa  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing sectio'fi,'  to  come  in  between  fhe*  fii;st  and 
second  aectjotis  of  .the  bill : 

**And  be  it  fmrihtr  enacted.  That  each  volunteer 
shall  sign  an  engagement  to  serve  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  shall  be 
transmitted  by  the  Executive  Of  the  respective  States 
and  Territories  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
and  when  called  into  aetml  service,  tinder -the  anther^ 
Ityoi^e  UliitedStates,eaeh  volanteei'shaU  beaaliject  to 
the jmles  andarticles  ef  war,  and  may  be  called  into  Ihe 
service  of  the-  United  Steles,  to  any^l^ee  without  the 
jtfrisdtetian  itkereoi" 
.Mr.  GRtTNDT  woutd  hav6  voted  ag&inst  the 

Sroposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  1rork,'a5 
e  should  do  against  the  pne  now  offered^  They 
amount  to  nothing.  If  the  Constitution  forbids 
the  President  from  sending  the  militia  out  of  the 
United  States,  liotv  can  we  authorize  him  so  to 
do  by  law?  We  cannot ;  we  should  legislate  to 
no  purpose.  Whether  he  had  the  authority  or 
not,  would'depend  upon  the  construction  which 
the  President  himself  shall  give  to  the  Constitu- 
tion; Nor  could  he  see  hew  this  proposition  gets 
over  the'diCBculty^  It  provides  that  a  militiaman 
may  authorize  the  President  to  send  him  beyond 
the  Hmits  of  the  United  States;  He  had  always 
understood  that  iii  framing  the  Constitution  of 
this  Ooverntnent,  there  was  great  jealousv  exhib-' 
ited  lest  the  General  Goverament  should  swal- 
low op  tbe  powers  of  the*  State  governments; 
att4  when  the  power  of  making  w«r  and  raising 
ar^nies  was  given  to  Congress,  the  militia  was 
retained  by  the  States,  except  in  the  cases  men- 
tioned ia  the  Constilf^ion.  How,  then,  can  yoo 
permit  •militiamen  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  * 
United  States  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  and  by^hatineaDs  leave'the  State 
unprotected  7  It  was  with  this  view  that  he 
should  vote  against  this  motion.  He  knew  the' 
eorps  proposed  to  be  raised  would  be  less  eifeetive 
as  militia, than  if  considered  to  the  lightof  rego* 
lars,  but  stitt  tb^y  would  be  of  great  use.  If 
ihey  coold  not  be'  sent  to  Canada,  they  conld  be 
employed  at  home,  and  libeAite  all  the  regolara' 
for  that. service. 

Mr.  PbR^ER  ko^w  that  he  otfered  to  the  Coin- 
nfittee  an  nnconstitotional  provision ;  but,  as  be 
had'befortf  stated,  it  wts  for  the  purpose  of  aseer-^ 
taining  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  snbjeet. 
His  idea  in  raisii)g  a  volunteer  ftorps  was  ta  get  m 
for^Ke  for  making  an  iirvasion.of  the  Britisb  prov- 
inces.)'awl  he  wanM  to  Jcnow  arhether  ihesa 
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volunteers  would  be  a  force  l^t  eould  be  thus 
c^yed,  or  wh^tb^  it  was  to  be  a  mere  miluia 
force. 

The  amendmept  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
the  Mis«i>;sippL  Territory  kould  have  the  aatne 
effect  wit  I)  the  one  offered  by  himself.  The 
Constitution,  said  Mr.  P.,  speaks  o/  two  kinds  of 
force — the  Army  and  the  Mili^is-  The  militia 
is  ccMisidered  the  strength  of  tbe  nation  Tor  de- 
fending and  protecting  die  country.  The  mUitia, 
as  was  observed  bjr  tiie  gentleman  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  is  the  shield  of  the  nation — the 
Army,  the  s^ord.  The  mililia  may  .be  called 
forth  by  Congress  to  suppress  ^insurrection,  en* 
fo#ce  the  laws,  and  repel  invasion,  and  for  these 
purposes  only.  He  did  not  iieree  with  the  gen- 
tleman^ that  the  militia  could  in  no  case  be  em- 
ployed Hf'rthoui  th^  limits  of  the  United  States. 
He  did  not  think  their  services  were  to  be  cod- 
fined  by  geographical  limits.  If  it  became  naces- 
sary  for  the  £xeeutive  of  the  United  States  to 
call  ou<  the  militia  to  repel  inva^on,  he  thought 
they  .might  pursue  the  enemy -beyond  th^  limits, 
until  the  invaders  were  effectually  di^piersed. 

Thpere  is  noth'rog,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  pteveiH  an 
agreement  being  entered  into  between  militiamen 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
performance  df  military  service;  but  then,  after 
such  agreement,  tliey  would  no  longer  be  militia-. 
men — they  became  a  part  of  the  Army.  He 
should  vote  against  the  amendment,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  unconstitutional  -,  and  then  a^inst 
the  bill,  as  ineffectual 

'  Mr.'WrDO£RY  hoped  the  bill  would  be  so  mod-* 
ified  as  io  be  useful.  '  When  gen tlemeQ  talk  about 
miltiia,  they  talk  abopt  soraethio|^  very  differeqt 
from  the  force  provided  for  by  thfis  bill..  This  Is  a 
bill,  for  aecjeptfng  a  corps  fit  volunteers  not  ex- 
ceding  50,000  men,  to  be  under  the  same  regula- 
tions and  restrictions,  wken  in  ^rvice,  as  regular 
troops,  which  he  thought  might 'be  marehed  any- 
where. 

Mr.  PoRTEB  agaiA  e^plainec)  the  difference  be^ 
tween  regular  soldiers  and  militia  ^  and  concluded 
with  wishing  rhe  gentleman  froo^  ihe  Mississippi 
Territory  to  withdraw  his  amendment,:  .and  he 
would  move  lo  strike  out  the  three  first  sections 
of  this  bill  vriih'  the  view  of  inserting  the  four 
fifst  sections  of  the  bill  origiually  reported.  . 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTCK  withdrew  his  motion. 

'Mr.  PoRTBR  then  made  Jb^is  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.JoBtfaoN  said,  when  militia  officers  ahall 
raise  a  volunteer  corps,  they  will  not  be  considered 
io  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  ealled 
upon,  to  march..  And  iaiusupposed  that  a  volun- 
teer force,  with  an  object  before  them,  will  not 
fig^bt  equal  to  any  regular  force  of  the  United 
States  1  Shall  we  nut  aside  the  officers  pioposed 
to  be  appointed  By  the  respective  Sutes.  and  giv^, 
to  tbe  President  the  power  of  appointing  th^pe 
officeu  ?  He  was  opposed  to  this  course.  The 
militia  waa  intended  asihececurity  of  th^  Stales, 
and  be  would  never  consent  to  their  being  offi- 
cered by  any  4Hfaer  than  the  State  authority ;  for 
if  one  tbou^^aad  men  could  be  taken  from  Ken- 
tucky ia  Ihia  wayi  ihirif  ihousaiMi  inight  be  tnken^ 


and  thus  leave  the  State  without  itft  oatorel  de- 
fence. These  volunteers,  called  out  under  iheit 
State  officers,  would  goto  battle  with  thegreaaest 
alacrity  ;  and  he  was  astonished  to  hear  it  said 
^hat  it  would  not  be  an  effective  force,  except  offi*^ 
tered  b]r  the  President — then,  according  to  gea- 
tlemeo,  it. would  bti  all-sufficient.  .The  President 
will  have  enough  to  4o  to  appoint  officers  for  the 
regular  force;  but  be  was  afraid  this  .volunteer 
corps  was  to  be  scouted,  that  the  men  who  would 
comipose  it  may  be  got  to  .enter  tbe  Army.  Have 
we  come  to  tnis^  said  Mr*  J.,  that  a.  freeman  of 
the  Unit^  States  cannot  engage  to  serve  his  coon- 
try  in  any  w^y  that  he  chopses?  If  so,  we  had 
r  better  stop  short  and  sobqiit;  thus  verifying  the 
prediction- of  the  geniien>an  from'Massaehasetts, 
(Mr.  QrUiHGVj)  on  a  former  oce«;»ioo,  that  we  could 
not  be  kicked  itUb  a  loar, 
TJie  Conimitiee  rose  aad  Jiad  leave  lo  sit  agaia. 

Satobday,  Jai^aary  11, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ^ojndexteb, 
'  Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poblic 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire'into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  locate  the  thirty-six  sections  of  land  heretofore 
granted  to  Jeffersop  College,in  the  Mississippi 
Territory^  on  any  land  in  said  Territocy^  to  which. 
the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  col 
otberwi«e  appropriated ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
,to  repofrt  by  bill,  or  otherwise.  , 

Mr.  Little  moved  the  following  resolotion : 

BjBtolvedj '  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cum 
to  be  laid  before  this  Houses  as  fiu*  as  maj  be  pncdca- 
ble,  a  list  of  the  whole  number  of  Tesscls  and  ships  of 
the  United  States,  captured,  condemned,  and  detained, 
i^'der  the  orders,  and  b^  the  authority  of  the  Britiih 
Government,  their  value^  mcluding  also  that  of  their 
eargo,  since  the  ratification  pf  the  treaty  ef  am^jr, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between  His  Briiawue  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America,  of  one  thoa- 
sand  s^en  hundred. and  ■inety-foor;  an^  aJaesths 
aniDQn't  of  indemnification,  if  any  have  been  niade, 
during  i^e  sanae  period,  lo  the  cilnena  of  liie  United 
dtataa  on  aeconot  of  any  of  the  afiNwaaadcafitvie^  osa- 
deraaations,  or  detentiona.. 

The  resolution  W4s  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  PiTKTir  called  un  for  eonaideration  two  res- 
olationa,  ifhieh  he  laid  on  the  tahte  on  tbe  28d 
ohimo,  calling  upon  the  Seereury  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  statements  of  tlie  district  tonnage  of  the 
bnired  States  within  each  State  %nd  Territotf, 
for  every  year,  since. the  4th  of  March,  17S9;  aiid 
the  gro$9  amodnt  of  customs  wjthia  each  State 
and  Territory  /or  the  same  period ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  boll  for  iihering  the  time'  of  hoMiof^  the 
District  Courts  of  North  Carolina,  waa  read  the 
third  time,  and  passecf. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS.* 
.    The  House  resolved' itself  into  a  Gommitiee  of 
th&  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to. accept  ai^d  orgainize  cer- 
tain Voluoteef  otUitary  corjis;  when  Mr.  Portba 
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mofed  ta  strike  oat  tbe  thrfc  firet  sectifma  of  tbjp 
bill  last  report^  by  tbe  Committee  of  Foreigo 
Relations,  wbieh  prof  tde  for  the  i(ppoiQ,lmeiit  of 
the  offieers,  in  the  manner  pre^ribed  by.  faw,»io 
the  several  States  and  Territories, '  and  insert,  iii> 
lieti' thereof,  the  four  ficst  sectloAs  of  tfaebili  first 
reported  by  tbe  same  committee,  which  flraiFe  au- 
thority to  tbe  Presid^Bt  toappoioi  the  officers. ' 

Mr.  I^oiNDBxTca  hoped  tbcse  sections  woaid 
be  struck  eut,  in  order  to  insert  the  s^tiooi  bri« 

finally  reported,  which  give  tbe  power  to  t^e 
'resident  oif  appointing  the  oflSoers,  The  Coq- 
stitoiion  gives  to  Coogress  tiie  power'df  arming 
atod  discipliqipg^  the  militia,  andof  catiing  them 
out  for  th.e  ppr^sea already  m^entiooed.  but  leaves 
to  the' Slates;  tbe  a  ppo  tot  meat -of*  officers.  It 
would,  ibere{b(e,'be  improper  to  refbin  the  sec- 
tions moved  to  be  stricken  out,  as  th^^y  would 
make.4his  corps- ttiilitia,  to  all  intenld  and  pur* 
poses«» 

Mr.  SifiLiB  inquired  if  the  House  #]^8  ready  to. 
pot  intp  the^haods  of  Ihe^Pr^identa  regular 
ropce-  of  ei^htv-five  thousand  dben.  You  *Mve 
alrefdy^  said. he,  placed  anr  array  of  thirty-five 
thousand  at  bis  disposal,  prpvided  thej'-can  be 
raised,»and  are  you  desirous  of  raising  fihytii\ou« 
sand  niore  1  If  bet  clauses  In  question  are  struck 
our,  and,  thos^s  from  (he  old  *  bill  inserted,  these 
^  Tolunteer^  will  be  as  mucn  «' regular  force  as 
those  uiider  the  laws  already  passed.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  whole  of  this  force  might  be  safely 
intrusted  in  the  hands>of  thd  present  President pf 
the  United  States;  bur  this  will  be  setting  «f  dap* 
gerous  precedent,  which  a  man  of  more  ambitious 
views  might  abuse.  -     • 

Gentlemen  will  not  deny,  that  if  the  vofunteers 
be  raised  under  the  bill  as  it  n6w  stands,,  they 
may  ^ss  over  the-  lipe^by  their  tiwd  consents 
which  will  answer  every,  purpose.  He  could  not 
agree  tbat-tfte  officers  in  these  corps  fihoo(d  be 
appointed  bythe*  Pi-esidept,  as  lie  eerfainly  could 
not  be  so  weH>  acquainted  with  thetisiuivactera  to 
be  thus  employed  a^the  Eieoutiresor  tbeLegis- 
latuses  of  th^  wspeetire  Slates..  Hy  was  gfad, 
however,  that,  the  qutstion  bad'eome  before  the 
House  ia  thi^  8l|ape,^s  it  would  distinctly  inlifk 
who  were  in  fttvor  of  Velyhig  upon  the  miiitia^V 
mod  who  were  for  relying  altogether  npon  an 
army.  j         v 

Mr.  PoBTBR  was  sorry  to:aee  so  jnuch  iealouey . 
exhibited  on  the 'present  occasion,  for  the  ques*^ 
tion  was  merely  one  of  form,  and  dot  of  sobstadce. 
We  havd  ail,  said  be,  the.  same  object  in  view; 
we  all  wish  t«  employ  these  volunteers  in  the 
support  of  the  rights  of  ourcooatry.  .Because 
those  men  receive  a  commission  from  the  ^resi« 
dent,  will  it  change  their  character ?•  Will  they 
at  once  become  traitors  td  tbeir  eoui^tryl  Cer*> 
tainly  not  |  ibe^' volunteers  wiil^  consist  6(  men. 
who  have  ae  high*  a  regard  for  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  their 'country  as  we  have.  While  they 
are  militia,  they  caniidt  be  employed,  efficsieotly, 
and  he,  wanted  an  f*ffieie'at  A>rce  or  none. 

Mr.  GflEnrfis^-si^id  he  would  not  have- risen  had 
any  ot(ier  geatleiban  taken  that  viesf  of.  the  sub- 
ject which  he  proposed -40  take  ;.&or  bad  iot'the 


amendment  been  submi^ed  on  a  ^ground  which 
\ve'nt  to  repouhce  a  great  Constitutional  power 
of  tbe  General  Qo^ernipent.  He  was,  however, 
eotrrely  opposed  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  ' 
thegeuilemao  from  New  York.  The  necessary 
fo^ee  ought  to  be  provided  under  its  pro|^eriiame. 
He  was  opposed  ^  to  a  reguUr  array  in  .disguise, 
and  such  be  was  obliged  to  consitHr  that  eon^ 
ttfined  in  thti  am^ndraept.  .  He  knew  that  no  de- 
ception was  .'intended  by  tbe  honorable  mover,^ 
but  it  would  afford  a  dangerous  example.  With 
the  g^ntlemaa  from  Peoasylvanra,  (Mr.  SMiLiik) 
hCjSaw  opthiniT'io  ^^o  stale  of  the  country,  or  the^ 
Views  of  the  Gbveroment,  lo  justify  or  excuse 
the'  establishment  of  a  regular  «rmy  of,  eighty- 
five  thousand  men.  tf  ever  the  liberties  of  the 
eouhtffv  should  he  endatigered  by  ft  military  force, 
it  would  probably  J>e  by  an  army  raised  undef 
some  indireoi  pretence  to  cover  its  realqbaracter 
or  design,  such  perhaps  as  the  o^e  now.suggeated: 
The'o^ection  sutej  t6  the  bill  before  the  Com- 
mjtiee,  and ,  which  is  said,  to  render  the  amend- 
ment expedient,' is^  that  the  force  proposed  to  be 
rl|ised  by  ibe  biU  is  inoQtnpetent  to  the  object  to 
be  acoomplished,  because  the  C^eral  Gojeira- 
ra^nt  ha»no]^wer  |o  send*  tke.  militia  oM  of  the 
limits  of'  the  United  States ;  that  ihey  can  only 
be  employed  under  that  provision  of.  the  Cpnsti- 
tution  wbieh  gives  Gongrfess  power  lo  caU  forth 
the  rarfitia  to  exeeute  the  ^ws  ef  the  UnionjSUp- . 
press  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  that, 
this  did  not  give  Congress  the.pt^wtfr  to  use  the 
force  proposed  for  the  object  contemplated.  This 
is  tbe'Stater&enC  of  the  objection,  but  it  d^oes  not 
disclose  the  extent  of  idr  paralyeing  effects  on 
the  powers  of  the  General,  Government.  •  Whatj 
then,  is  tbe  jrealexteat  of  the  question  before  the 
Copimiitee^  You  oanhoi,  in  any  case,*  use  tbe  . 
militia  in  performing:  gari^tsoa' doty«  You  c^an* 
not  eall  them>  for^H  even  id,  time  of  ijvar,  to  pre- 
pare for  an  expected  invasion;  or  send  tbem  to 
the  frontier,  to  the  West  qr  the  Bast,  UAtil  the 
enemy  has  eniered^  yonr.  territory.  An  invasipa 
is'^  hostile  entry. on  your  territory;  igid,  aacord*< 
lag  ito  ihe  'oonstructioit  sug^ested^  nothing  else 
but  a  hoetile  entry,  od  your  territory  will  author-? 
ise  .yott  to  eall  forth  the  militia^  Nor  can-  yoli, 
in  caaeof  Actual  invasion,  employ  tbem  beyond, 
tbe  bound^y  line  of  the  United  States — for 
though  the  gentleman  frond  New  York  says  the  , 
service  of  the  militia  is  Aot  to  be,  bounded  by 
geographical  limits,  r  cannot,  said  Mr.  C,  dis- 
cover the  premises  hy  wbieh  he  comes  to  this- 
coUclusiDtt,  if  t^e  General  Government  has  no. 
oth^f  power  over  th^  militia  than  is 'given  to  ii 
in  this  clause  ofaheConetiruXioB,.  If  thev  maf 
ccoss  the  line^  why  not'gp  to  the  walls  o(  ^e«. 
bee  ?  Tl^e  priiiciple  is  trampled  upbn  the  inniant 
they  pass  beyond  the  territorial  liquits  Qf  tbe  Uni^ 
ted  States ;  nor,  if  this  be  a  correct  €onUrucl;ioii, 
cap  thoconsantof  the  individual  add  aovthing 
to  the  powers  or  tbe  rights  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment while  he  iiemaias  a  men^r.of  the  milir 
ti»  of 'the  State.  It  is  ths  State  which  claims 
the  right  of  a  sovereigii  to  retaiu  the  militia 
within  the.  Unite  i»f  the  United  ^tat^;aiid  tha. 
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indiT^duol'Who.dw^s  to  the  8laiciill«9i«Dd<i  and 
dut^  6oezt'e&sife'wit|i  th€  ri^ht  of  the  0tatif,  e'aD' 
transfer  no  paH  of  that  allegiance  or  duty  to  the 
United  Stares,  which  are  a  distinct  sovereignty. 
The  sovereign  cls|iitis'  of  the  States  afe  opposed 
to  those  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consent  df 
the  individual  can  neither  increase  nor  diminish 
the  righls  of  either  "wliile  he  continues  a  mem  bet 
of  the  militia  of  the  Stat^  Sdch  is,  the  effect 
of  the  construction  proposed^  that  you  could  not 
march  a  militiafban .  from  Conneetteut.to  Mass- 
chusettff,  with  or  with bttc  the  consent  of  the  iodi* 
Vidoal,  tosupprese insorrection,tillit  hadactiiany 
taken  plftee,  or  till  your  laiTs  have  been  actually 
rest^tedfOr  till  your .  territory  hac  been  aetually 
invaded)  or  even  eend  him*  to  garrison  a. fortress 
in  time  of  war  within  the  State  of  which  he  is  a. 
membtf )  uniii  there  has  been  a  hostile  entry,  nor 
even  then  perhaps.  Thiv  caiinot  possibly  he  all 
the  power  wh'ioh  Congress /h^  over  th^  .milrtia 
of  Xtte  UnioB.  By  such  a  constrnetfon  of 'th^ 
ConstUntion  you  oot  th^  best  sinews  of  our  na- 
tional strength.' 

.  But,  said  Mr.  C.  th«'  j^ower  of  the  Oenera) 
dovernneot  to  u^e  the  mHitia  in  time  of  war  is. 
not  given  by  theclin/seof  the  Constitiitioa  which 
has  beeb  menrionedt  It  is  granted  by  a  diSbrent 
clauseof  the  Constitution^ — that  which  a'utboril^es 
Cpngr^^e  ^^to  declare  War."  To  discover  the 
true  extent  of  ^this  power,  it'  is  necessat)^  to  in- 
quire into  the-  nature  of  the  Government  of  the 
UnKed  Statesi  as  it  applies  to  the  subject  unider 
consideratioo.  *  Is '  it  a  -Federative  or  a  National 
Qovertkment?  i^  Government  in  wbicK  the  Stafll'e^ 
as  States  are  represented  and  boatid,  or  one  in. 
wjiicb  the  peaple  are  represented  and  bOaod? 
For  the  porpo^ie  of  maJkiog  war,  it, is  essentially 
a  National  Government,  a  X^overtiroent:  of  the 
people.  .  Th^  distinction  between  a  Government 
of  the  people,  and^>a'  Federative  Qoverument, 
will  ti^l)e8t*seen  by  a  comparison  ^f  the  present 
Government  of  the  Uaired  States  with  that  of 
the  okl  OofifedemtioD.  The  last,  nnltketh^  for- 
mer, was. not  in  itself  a  sovereignty.  It  repre- 
sented tha  sOrereigniy  of  the  States  as  thlit  of  so 
many  indtvidual  sovefeignties.-  It  could  make 
no  4a w  immediately  binding  on  the  peVsone  or 
the  property  of. the  citizens  of  the  aeveral  States. 
The  troops  of  the  Cohfcfderacy  were  rliised  oader 
acta  of  the  Lf^atures  of  the  several  Staie«i 
the  other  supplies  of  the  wan  Were  grftnted  in 
the  same  manner.  Bot,  under  the  preaenc  Gov- 
ernment, the  laws  of  Ctmgress  act  immediately 
OB  the  peraoDs  arid  property  of  ill  th?  eiti;Een8  of 
all  tlie  States.  This,  tb«n/  is  a  d^itloo  of  a 
National:  Government,  or  a  GovernmeiYt  of  the 
people.  It  acts  immediaiiply  on  the  person^  and 
property  ef  the  citfaceo,  and  soeh.  aa'to  the  power 
of  declaring  and  maklng^war.  is  the  t>lil!tirc  of  the 
Government  of -the  .United  States. 

The  Government  of  the  Union,  then^  poMesaee 
the  power,  and  this  power ^  too,  is  exelu^'Ve,  of 
deelarif)^  and  making  war;  and',  for  (he  pifrposas 
of  declaringand  makitig  war,  is'a  Natiotml  Gov-^ 
emment.  But  the  ptfwer  of  deelariog  and  mak- 
ing war  is  a  great  sovereign -fKiwer,  Whose  limits 


and  extent  have  been  long  uoderatood  and  well 
established.  It  lias  itSAnribotes  and  incidental 
powers,,  which  are  in  the  aaiiie  degree  less  equiv- 
ocal than  those  of  other  powers  as  it  exceeds 
those  powers  in  its  importance.  Do  yon  ask, 
then;  said  Mr.  C,  for  the  right  of  Congress  to 
einploy  the  Aiilitia  in  war  ?  It  is  found  mmoag 
the  attributes  of  (he  sovereign  powtir  which  Goar 
gresB  ha  a  to  make  war.  Do  yon  ask  for  the  lira* 
its  to  whi^h.thls  employment  may, extend?  They 
are^  coextensive  with  the  objecca  oC  the  war. 
Those  wbo  think' the  General  Gorermttent  has 
no  right  to  send  -  the  militia  out  of  the  United 
Bfftes,  probably  fouad  this  opiaiott  on  the  dame 
of  the  Ooostituiion  alrtedy  mentioned,  vhich 
gives  OdngrtfBa  iar  right  to  call  forth  the  mOiiiafor 
the  purposes  of  enforcing  the  la  war  of  the  Uoion, 
sOppresstiig  insorreetion,  and  rep^iog:  invasioa, 
ilod  apply  to  it  that  role  of  coostrtt'etion  which 
declares  |hat  tire  expression  of  one  cnae  taeidy 
excludes  all  .like  cases,'  The  argaiuent,*  tbea^  is 
tbm^^thouffh  Congress  toij^ht  have  hat^  a  right  to 
use  the  mifitia  for  ^li<  the  purposes  of  wnr^  had  not 
this  clause  been  ipserted  m  the  Coytatitution;  yet, 
as  in  it  Wv'see  an  fxpress.  grant  of  a  Tight  to  use 
the  militia  for  a  parttcolaract  of  war,  we  B«ce»' 
sariiy  rnfer  that  it  Wasr  intended  to  grant  no  other 
Hke  |30#er;  that  is' to' say,- ao  power  to  employ 
then^  in  any  bther  act  of  war,  i  The  falbey  lies 
in  this:  the  cases  are  not- like  cases.  The  term 
invasion,  as  used' in  t^e  Gdnstit^tion,  is  well  un- 
derstood not  to  refer  to  t  ataie  of  pnbtio  aod  de- 
Xilated^  wer,  such  as  Congress  has  the  right  to 
declare  and  wage.  It  iifaybe  used  to  express  a 
circumstance  or  an  inoidient  of  such  a  war.  Hot, 
wh^n  it  is  Used  Without  sinch  dependence,  it 
means,  and  it  is  so  understood  and  used-  by  writen 
on  public  Had  national  faw".  a  hostile  entry  iato 
the  territory  of  a  sovereign  Power,  not  ifrowiog 
oi^t  ofa  pnblin  and  declared  war.  For  example, 
if  the  Governotr  of  either  of  the  two  Caaadis 
weVe-  to  make-an  inroad  into  the  terriiory  of  tbe 
United  Sutes,  this  wo#M  be  an  aaraaion  within 
the  meaningof  this  clauee of  the  Gonstitatioo. 
(t  would  be  pn  aet  of  wvr,  but  won  14  not  i|eee»- 
sariiyinrol  vo  tbe  peaen  of  theUaited  Suites  with 
Gre^  Britain.  .jSlvery  «et  of  ^rai*  will  not  de- 
atroy  the  ^peacafuL  rfhitioBs  of  Go^emaMnis. 
Great  Britain  and  France,  for  y^ears  past,  have 
committed  upon,  us  aeta  of  hostility,  bur  they  are 
still  conaidered%  .politioallyy  as  at  pkaee  wtui  bsl* 
The  attaek  oo'the  Chesapeake  was  An  net  of  war. 
but,  to  use  the  appropriate  terms,  it  was  aa  act  of 
wnrtie/ooto,  ootcie  JHm. '  So,frei|aelitJf^isalao 
an  invasion..  The  ^overeiga  invaded  may  con- 
sider it  as  as«  destroying  the  ^ac'e  whieh  had  pre- 
viously subsisted  bietweea  him  and  the  aggresaor. 
or  HOC,  aa  he  .pleaae^.  These  invasions  are  gener- 
ally audden  und  unexpeeted,  and  it  was  no  doubt 
to  repel  soeh,  that  the  power  contained  in  this 
clauee  of  (he  Constitution  w«8  given. 

We  thus  discover,- said  Mr.  C.;the  objects ot 
the  Constitution.^  It  had  given  th^  power  of  call- 
ing^ forth  and  uaing  the  militia  for  the  pprposes 
c^  war  generally^  pnder  the  power  to  declafr  and 
make  war  \  bvt  the  Qbvetumicnt^  iknder  thia  grant 
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of  power,  is  only  authorized  to  nee  t^em  in  the 
case  expressed — a  pbblic  and  declared  war.  It, 
was,  therefore,  deemed  necessary  or  expedient  to 
grant  to  the  Uoyeroment  of  the  Union  a  power 
to  require  the  services  of  the  militia  in  certain 
other  eases,  and  therefore  wa»  inserted  the  clau^ 
giviiig  power  to  Congress  to  call  forth  the  mili- 
tia, to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrection,,  and  repel  invasion.  Here^  accord- 
ingly, we  see  invasion  coupled  with  cases  which 
liave  no  possible  connexion  with  foreigp  or  na- 
tional >  war.  This  clause,  then,  is  not  ^  restrain- 
ing clause,  but  one  giving  further  and  other  pow* 
ers  than  those  contained  in^the  general  power  to 
declare  and  make  war.  Without  this  power  the 
Goyerument  of  the  Union  would  have  no  right 
to  call  forth  the  militia  of  the  United  States  to 
repel  an  invasion  immediately  on  the  emergency, 
before  war  could  be  declared ;  which,  shoul^d  Con- 
gress not  Itappen  to  be  in  sessioi^  would  require 
a  preyi6us  call  .of  that,  body,  and  a  consequent 
dangerous  delay.  ,fiut,  it  is  said,  that  if  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  a  right  to  send  the  mili- 
tia whithersoever  the  objects  of  a  war  may 
lead  them,  it  will  diminish  the*  right3  of  the 
States,  and  oppress  tb^  citizens  of  the  country. 
The  nrst  of  these  evils  mu^  be  unfounded  m 
fact,  for  it  is  to  substitute  the'  peculiar  force  of 
the  States  for  a  regular  standing  army  of  the 
United  States;  which  must,  consequently, -in- 
crease their  security,  and  exjend,  not  diminish, 
their  power.  .  The  ,o(her  of  these  evils  is  the 
consequence  of  a  power  which  must  rest  some- 
where in  every  Govern/Qent,  and  which  is  little, 
if  at  all.  to*  be  fearM  iti  a  (ree  one.  The  volun- 
teer militia,  then,  proposed  by  the  bill,  can  be 
used  in  the  contemplated  war  for  the  object  in- 
tended ;  they  can  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States, 
aod^  therefore,  the  auK>ndmeat  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  C.  had  other  objections  to  the  proposed 
antendment.  It  provides  that  the  officers  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  and  under  them 
the  volunteers  must  cease  to  be  militia.  But  they 
are  not  to  be  called  into  service  but  on  a  contin- 
gency, and  are,  in  the  meantime,  to  continue  in 
the  mass  of  the  citizens,  where  they  will  be 
bound  to  do  militia  duty ;  yet  this  law  proposes 
to  exempt  them  from  it,  ^^^J  ^^^  precisely  like 
the  exceptionable  corps  of  1798,  which  were  then 
loudly  proclaimed  to  be  unconstitutional;  nor 
-WSLS  this  said  only  in  the  fervor  of  debate,  and 
under  the  influence  of  party  feelings.  But  the 
sacne  opinion  has  been  declared  by  a  grave  and 
learned  jud^e,  in  the  recess  of  his  closet,  as  the 
result  of  unimpassioned  deliberatiou.  In  a  treat- 
ise on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by. 
Judge  Thicker  J  contained  in  his  edition  of  Black- 
stone's  commentaries,  written  with  learning  and 
ability^  he  has  declared  the  act  of '98  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. [Here  Mr.  C.  read  an  extract  from 
2\icker*8  olackstonej  in  which  the  writer  de- 
clares, that  as  these  corps  were  to  be  officered  by 
the  President,  but  not  called  into  service,  *Mt 
*'  seems  impossible  to  consider  them  in  any  other 
*  light  than  as  a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  States, 
'  separated  by  an  unconstitutional  act  of  Con- 
IBth  Com.  1st  Ssss.— 24 


^  gress  from  the  rest  of  the  mijitia,  for  the.  pur* 
'  pose  of  giving  to  the'  President  powers  which 
'  the  Constitution  expressly  denied,  and  an  influ- 
'  ence  the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  conceived 
'  to  the  pei^ce,  liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  Slates."] 

But,  putting  the  Constitutional  question  as  to 
mere  actual  power  out  of  view,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constiluti'on,  in  this  case  perhaps  pf  no  less  im- 
portance, would  be  essentially  violated.  The 
amendment  proposed  a  for.ce  which  would  be,  ia 
everything  but  name,  a  regular  force.  Such 
vmies,  in  any  shape,  were  not  congenial  to  a  ffee 
Government,  but  this  was  the  most  idangerous 
possible  shape  ixl  which  an  armv  could  be  estab- 
lished. When  you  raise  a  regular  army,  do  it  by 
that  natQe,  and  the  danger  of  it  will  be  greatly 
diminished  by  that  reasonable  and  salutary  jeal- 
ousy,"which  it  will  never  fail  to  excite;  but  give- 
it  this  equivocal  form,  and  you  lull  to  sleep  this 
best  guardian  of  our  Constitutional  liberties. 

But,  if  there  be  any  gentleman,  who,  feeling 
the  force  of  these  objections,  is  yet  desirous  of 
relieving  the  .Chief  Magistrate  from  the  embar- 
rassment of  any  doubt  that  may  exist  of  the  power 
gf  the  General  Government  to  use  the  militia  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  Uoited  States,  Mr.  C.  would 
say  to  him,  that  he  believed  the  Chief  Magistrate 
had  no  difficulty  on  the  subject  Mr.  C.  had 
been  inforn^ed  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power 
of  the  Gfeneral  Government  to  march  the  militia 
without  the  limits*  of  the  United  States.  But, 
whatever  may  be  his  opinion,  it  is  not  for  this 
House,  bv  a  legislative  act,  to.declare  his  Consti- 
tutional auties.  He  must,  and  ought  to  be  left  to 
act  under  that  high  responsibility  which  is  at- 
tached to  his  office.  No  man  m  the  tJnited' 
States  understood  the  Constitution  better,  and 
those  who  thought  as  highly  of  him  as  Mr.  C* 
did,  would  be  assured  he  would  discharge  his  duty 
in  this  particular  with  firmness  and  with  judg<« 
ment.  Should  it  be  determined  th^t  this  force 
cannot  be  sent  out  of  the"  United  States,  we  may 
not  be  able  so  soon  to  conquer  Catiada,  but  we, 
shall  save  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  C.  s^ld,  it  appeared  to  him  very  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  open  country  of  Canada,  with  militia 
or  volunteers,  if  we  could  not  proceed  imme- 
diately afterwards  with  a  regular  force  to  the 
attack  of  Quebec ;  or,  at  least,  substitute  the  mili? 
tia,  with  a  competent  number  of  regulars  to  keep 
possession  of  the  country.  It  would  neither  be 
safe  nor  economical  to  perform  this  service  with 
militia.  It  would  require  a  great  increase  of 
niimbers,  and,  however  brave,  they  would  be  un- 
fit for  the  dischairge  of  camp  duty ;  they  would 
be  peculiarly  exposed  in  their  quarters  to  surprise 
and  attack,  hy  the  active,  rapid,  and  persevering 
enterprise  of  regular,  disciplined,  and  veteraa 
troops;  more  would  fall  by  the  diseases  of  the 
camp  than  by  the  sword,  and  in  every  one  would 
be  lost  some  valuable  member  of  a  family.  Be- 
fore you  enter  Canada,  said  Mr.  C,  you  ouj;ht  to 
have  such  a  number  oi  regular  troops  as  will  en- 
able you  to  keep  possession  of  the  open  country. 
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These  you  must  increase  till  they  are  sufficiently 
numeraus  to  enable  you  to  sit  down  before  Que- 
bec. Until  you  take  Q^uebec,  you  are  not  securely 
in  possession  of  a  foot  of  the  country.  Of  what 
advantage  would  be  a  precarious  possession  of  the 
open  country  ?.  YoU  do  not  go  to  plunder  it,  but 
to  adopt  the  iDhabitants  as  brethren  and  fellow- 
citizens.  The  injury  done  to  the  enemy  will  not 
be  equivalent  to  the  expense  you  will  incur.  For 
his  part.  Mr.  C«  said,  while  he  thought  the  right 
of  the  Gfeneral  Government  to  use  the  militia  for 
the  general  purposes  of  war  yitally  irapor^ot  to 
the  Union^  he  never  wished  to  see'  them  used  in 
offensive  war,  except  in  unexpected  emergencies ; 
tnd  then,  if  possible,  in  aid  of  regular  troops. 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  subjoin  a 
few  remarks  to  those  so  well  macie  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cbbves.J  Sir» 
by  the  Constitution,  section  three,  "  the  President 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted." By  the  second  section,  ^  the  President 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States."  Thus  we  see  that 
the  President  is,  in  the  same  section,  made  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  militia.  The 
section  which  has  just  been  urged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  authorizes  Congress 
"  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  ruilitia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions."  Sir,  when  the  Con- 
vention gave  the  President  the  •  power  of  com- 
manding the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  they  intended  him  ro  to  com- 
mand them,  as  in  the  best  manner  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  submitted  to  his 
discretion  the  manner  in  which  this  can  be  btet 
effected.  Sir,  there  is  another  section  by  whfch 
Congress  have  a  power  "  to  declare  war,"  This 
declaration  sir,  is,  by  an  act  of  Congres5,  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  which  the  President  is  sol- 
emnly bound  to  execute.  How,  sir,  I  will  ask,  is 
this  law  to  be  executed?  War  is  the  applying 
the  force  of  the  nation  to  the  annoyance  or  their 
enemy.  It  has  been  well  defined — ''an  experi- 
ment which  can  do  the  other  the  most  harm." 
It  is  well  known  that  the  force  contemplated  was 
declared  publicly  to  be  "for  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada." There,  then,  can  be  no  doubt  with  the 
President  as  to  the  object  of  the  force,  and  the 
legislative  authority  of  Congress  to  raise  the 
force  and  direct  its  application.  The  question  is, 
how  shall  this  volunteer  corps  be  commissioned? 
It  would  be  violatire  of  the  Constitution  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  commission  the  officers. 
This  patronage  was  thought  dangerous,  and  was 
consequently  vested  in  the  State  governments. 
1  therefore,  for  myself,  feel  no  difficulty  in  voting 
for  this  volunteer  bill,  which  contemplates  the 
appointment  of  its  officers  by  the  State  govern- 
ments; nor  can  I  feel  a  doubt  that  the  force 
raised  by  this  bill  for  the  express  purpose  of  the 
invasion  of  Canada,  will  not  be  applied  to  that 
object.    I  have  the  utmost  confideDce  in  the 


President  of  the  United  Btat^,  and  that  the  laws 
will  be  faithfully^  executed.  Sir,  I  presume  that 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  any  citizen  ean  bind 
himself  as  «  regular  for  five  years,  and  if  so,  cao 
^there  be  a  doubt  that  he  can  bind  himself  as  a 
volunteer  foe  one  year.  My  logic  has  taught  me 
that  every. greater  power  includes  every  lesser, 
and  that  to  become  a  volunteer  for  one  year  is  as 
positive  a  right  as  to  become  a  regular  for  five 
years. 

Mr.  TsouPfsaid,  it  was  evidently  ao  object 
with  the  Convention  who  formed  the  Coastita- 
tion  to  repress,  as  much  as  possible,  in  the  new 
Government,  the  power  of  making  cooqnesu. 
History  had  informed  them  that  conqoests  had 
always  been  injurious  to  every  country  which  bad 
engaged  in  mskine  themr;  they,  therefore,  by 
their  provisions,  endeavored  to  repress  this  spirit. 
They  say,  in. so  maii^  words,  "If  you  will  in- 
dulge in  this  spirit  ot  conquest,  which  has  bees 
the  bane  of  every  nation  which  has  indulged  in  k, 
you  shall  carry  it  on  by  an  army,  and  an  army 
only."  And  why  ?  Because  an  army  eonld  only 
be  raised  by  putttng  the  country  to  great  expense, 
and  this  was  the  limixation  whiish'the  Convention 
thought  proper  to  put  to- the  spirit  of  conquest. 
A  large  army,  maintained  for  this  purpose,  would 
be  viewed  with  jealousy  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  of  this  the  members  of  the 
Cot)vention  were  well  aware.  There  was,  os 
the  face  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  T.  said,  an  ob- 
vious distinction  made  between  the  Army  and 
militia.  Pbwer  is  given  to  Congress  to  raise 
armies.  For  what  purposes?  For  ail  military 
purposes.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  caH  out 
the  militia.  .For .what  purposes?  To  suppress 
insurrections,  execute  the  laws,  and  repel  iova- 
sions.  If  it  nad  been  the  design  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  have  given  Congress  the  same  power  over 
the  militia  as  over  the  Army,  would  they  sot 
have  said  so  in' express  terms?  But  there  was 
another  good  reasoq  for  withholding  this  power 
from  Congress.  The  States  relied  upon  the  mih- 
^ti^  fbr  their  protection  against  any  attempt  at 
usurpation  by'  the  General  Qovernment.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  to  one  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution,  they  will  find  it  declared,  ^that  a 
well  regulated  militia  is  necessary  to  the  secnrity 
of  a  free  Slate."    ' 

But  there  is  another  wide  distinction  betweet 
the  Army  and  militia,  from  the  different  char- 
acters of  the  persons  who  compose  the  two  bod- 
ies. What  are  the  militia  ?  They  are  yeomanry ; 
citizens  of  the  country,  called  from  their  homes 
and  their  families,  in  cases  of  emergency,  for  the 
defence  of  their  country.  Would  it  be  reasona- 
ble to  vest  the  power  in  Congress  to  carry  these 
men  from  their  homes  and  their  families,  for  for- 
eign invasion  or  foreign  conquest?  It  could  not 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Convention  thai 
these  men  might  be  shipped  off  against  Jamaica 
or  Yera  Cruz — for  if,  by  any  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  the  iliilitia  can  be  sent  one  foot  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  they  might 
be  sent  to  Chili  or  Paraguay. 

If,  then,  the  militia  cannot  be  sent  oat  of  the 
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eouDtry,  and  these  Tolunteers  are  militia,  neither 
ean  itieyr  be  so  disposed  of.  But  are  thejr  militia? 
He  did  not  know  bow  they  coi^ld  be  distinguished 
from  them.  They  now  form  a  ^rt  of  the  mili- 
tia, under  the  officers  of  the  respective  States, 
and  they  are  so  to  remain.  They  are,  therefore, 
yoluoteer  militia,  a\id  nothing  else. 

But  gentlemen  say,  these  yoiunteers  can  be 
marched  out  6f  the.  country  by  their  own  con* 
sent.  Will  consent  make  any  difleren<ie  ?  Will 
it  make  an  act  of  Government  Constitutional 
which,  without  it,  wpuM  be  unconstitutional? 
The  G(»vernment  of  the  United  Stated -and  thes^ 
▼olunteers-  are  not  the  only  parties  concerned. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  were  the  makers 
of  the  Constitution,  and  not  these  individuals  and 
the  General  Government ;  and  the  respective 
States  cannot  surrender  their  Aiilitia,  which  they 
havca  right  to  hold  for  their  own  security.. 

But  the  genUeman  from  the  State  of  Maryland 
(Mr,  Wright^  says,  that  the  militia  may  be 
eaHed  ont  by  theGfeneral  Government' to  execute 
the  laws;  that  the  President  may  be  authorized 
to  take  possession  of  Canada  by  law,  an(i  that  the 
militia^  may  be  called  uppn  to  execcrte  this  law. 
This,  he  ^sonsfdered  as  an  unfounded  cocistr no- 
tion of  the  Constitutional  provision.  It  Was 
surely  never  n^eant  .that  the  militia  should  be 
called  upon  to  execute  the  faws  without  the 
Union,  btft  wifhih  it.  The  lawuHud^d  to  by  the 
gentleman  would  be  a  d<eciaratioi^  of  war,  and 
not  a  law  of  the  Union,  for  the  execution  of 
which  the  President  has  power  given  to  him  to 
eall  out  the  militia. 

li  the  militia  can' be  called  Out  to  repel  inva- 
sion, they  can  be  called  out  to  the  ^^eaboard  ot 
garrisons,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 
whenever  well-founded  apprehensions  are  enter- 
tained of  flfueh  an  event ;  and  if  they  go  beyond 
the  territory,  it  would  be  no  less  an  act  of  repel- 
ling invasion  tlian  was  the  first  oo>et.        r 

If^  said  Mr.  T.,  these  volunteers  are.  to  be  or-' 
gamzed  as  regulac- troops.  Hot  for  five  years,  like 
the  other  regulars,  but  for  one  y^ar,  then  what- 
ever men  enter  the  service  of  the  country,  will  go 
Into  this^orps;  and  the  army  provided  by  law 
to  be  iteised,  would  not  be  enlisted. 

Mr.  T.  was  willing  to  authorize  the  President 
to  accept  of  the  serviee  of  fifty  thousand  volun- 
teers for  the  defence  of  the  country,  under  the 
biU  a$  It  now  stands^  which  would  leave  the  Gov- 
erDment  at  liberty  to  send  the  regular  troops 
abroad,  if  they  found  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

Mr.'RBGA. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  sincere 
wish  that  we  eoold  get  on  with  this  bill  in  some 
mode.  The  only  question  arising  on  this  subtect 
and  giving  cause  to  this  debate  is,  by  whom  shall 
the  iorces,  contemplated  to  be  raised  by  this  bill, 
be  commissioned?  Whether  by  the  respective 
States,  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
In  making  up  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  I  will 
not  take  into  view  to  what  object  the  contem- 
plated force  may  be  directed.  Let  that  be  a  sub- 
ject of  future  consideration.  There  appears  no 
necessity  to  consider^  that  question  now.  Let  the 
foice  be  put  in  the  power  of  the  President,  and 


be  hereafter  employed  as  .emergencies  may  re* 
oAjre.  It  is  my  duty  in  all  cases  to  pursue  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and,  relative 
to  commissions,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  President 
is  authorized  to  commission  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  appointments  are  not  thereby  oth- 
erwise provided  for>  and  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  law.  By  the  Constitution,  is  reserved 
to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
officers  of  the  militia,  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Stated,  and  not  only  to  commission 
the  officers  of  such  militia,  hut  also  to  fill  up  va- 
cancies whic|i  may  J>e  among  the  militia  when 
in  actual  servrcf . 

Ix  may  then'  be  proper  to  omit,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  future  direction  of  the  force  con^* 
template^,  and  go  on  with  the  bill  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, ^very  gentleman  knows  that  Congress 
have  power  to  provide  for  cailiog  forth  the  mili- 
tia to  execute  the  Jaws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress 
inkirr actions,  apd  to  repel  invasions ;  and  it  may 
also  be  known,  that  the  States  have  to  tbems^ves 
respectively  rese'rved  th^  power  to  commision  the 
bfficers  of  militia  so  called  out.  The  Constitu- 
tion admits  only  two  species  of  forces — a  regular 
force  and  a  militia.  The  President  is  empow- 
ered to  commission,  with  consent  of  the  Senate, 
alb  officers  of  regular  forces;  but  to  the  States  is 
re^erv^d  exclusively  the  right  to  commission 
officers  of  the  Boilitia.  In  this  case,  then,  it  is  my 
duty  to  vote  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  so 
that  so  far  as  that  will'go,  the  sovereignty  of  the  . 
respective  States  shall  not  be  infringed  nor  im- 
paired. 

Mr.  FiSK  could  not  consent  to  raise,  any  mili-^ 
tary  force  without  liaving  in  view  the  object  for 
its  employment.  It  was  an  objection  to  the  laws* 
of  17^,  for  this  purpose  that  th^y  had  no  defi- 
nite object.  We  must  always  have  an  object  in  • 
view  when  we  propose  to  raise  a  military  force, 
or  our  conduct  would  be  absurd.  We  all  kta'ow 
the  object  at  present,  and  the  inquiry  is^  whether 
or  not  the  force  contemplated  by  this  bill  Will  be 
effectual?    He  believed  it  would  not. 

The  gentleman '  from  €le6rgia  (Mr.  Tboup) 
had  ^alcen  a  Constitutional  view  of  this  subject, 
to  which  he  had  nothing'  to  add.  With  respect 
to  the  danger  which  sopie  gentlen^en  appeared  to 
apprehencffrom  placing  these  volunteers  under 
the  President,  it  was.  certainly  imaginary  only;  , 
for  the  President  has  the  power  of  calling  out  tne 
whole  of  the  militia,  of  which  he  is  commander. 
Where,  then,  is  the  difference  ?  '  But,  if  the  bill 
remained  as  at  present,  there  would  be  great  dif- 
ficulty in  filling  up  vacant,  offices.  By  the  laws 
of  several  of  the  States,  the  platoon  officers  are 
elected  by  the  soldiers;  and  if  any  of  these  officers 
fall  in  Canada,  bow  are  their  places  to  be  sup- 
plied ?  In  the  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  amended, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  this  scolte. 

It  was  an  easy  matter  to  discriminate  between 
volunteers  and  militia.  It  is  the  character  of  a 
militiaman  to  remain  at  home,  under  his  officers, 
except  called  upon  for  some  particular  service ; 
but  a  volunteer,  ofhis  own  choice,  throws  off  the 
character  ef  a  militiaman,  and  assumes  that  of  a 
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yoluDteer,  to  serve  uoder  officers  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  to  n^arch  "wherever  he '-is 
commanded.  This  would  be  certain  ground, 
clear  ofConstitutiooal  objections.  As  to  taking 
away  the  defence  of  the  States,  the  States'  are* 
not  privileged  to  any  particular  number  of  mili- 
tia; many  of  our  regulars, are  always'  enlisted 
from  militiamen.  It  wa^  not  likely  that  so  many 
of  the  militia  of  any  State  would  volunteer  their 
services  as  to  leave' the. S(^te  destitute  of  suffi- 
cient for  its  own  defence. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  observed,  that  be  bad 
stated  to  the  Gommitree  of  the  Whole,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  itn  exertion* 
of  the  national  energies  in  every  form,  in  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  wliich  we  ate  abopt  to  en- 
^ge.  He  was  consequently  in  favor  of  author- 
izing the  President  to  accept  ot.the  service  of  a 
Tolttnteer  corps.  The  difiereoce  6f  opinion  on 
this^ubject  arises  f>om  the-structure  of  this  force, 
or  rather  as  to  the  manner  bf  commisaioning  its 
officers. 

Mr.  C.  acknowledged  ke  had  not  folly  investi- 
gated th$  subject;  but  his  present  imprcs^ioad 
were,  that,  in  cases  of  emergency,  the  nation  is^at 
liberty  to  use  the  best  security  of  the  people, 
wbeiher  in  the  form  of  ordinary  militi^  or  volun- 
teers, in  Qny  manne^  that  may.  appear  best  calcu- 
lated to  preserve'fb^  public  interest.  He  did  not 
think  full  justice  bad  been  done  to  the  able  View 
taken  of  tnia  stibject  by  his  intelligent  friend 
from  Sodtb  Carolina  (Mr.  Cheves.)  The  power 
of  declaring  wax,  of  mdking  war,  would  seem  to 
carrv  with  it  all  the  attributes  of  making  waf. 

The  gentleman  from  (Georgia,  (Mr.  Troup,)  to 
whom  he  always  listened  with  pleasure,  objected 
to  the  power  contended  for.  because  it  might  pos- 
sibly be  abused  by  sending  the  militia  to  a  distant 
.  foreign  country.  What  tlie  Government  had  the 
power  to  do,  aiid  what  might  be  d'eemei  expe- 
dient, were  very  different. 

What  is  the.  argument?  The  in ilttia -cannot 
be  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  because  there  is 
no  power  given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Qen-. 
eral  Qovernment  for  tiiis  purpose.  WiH  gentle- 
men give  a  satisfactotv  answer  to  this  question  7 
The  Constitution  declares  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  raise  armies  and  navies;  but  ther^  is  no 
power  given  to  the  Government  to  send  tfaem 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  .the  Uitited  States; 
yet  no  one  will  say  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  restrict  the 
Qovernment  in  the  use  of  the  Aritay  and  ^ary. 
Whence,  then,  is  the  power  derived  but  from*  the 
general  power  of  making  war,  and,  of  course, 
effectii^e  war?  And,  if  the  general  power  of 
making  war  gives  to  Qovernment  the. right  of 
usiner  the  Army  and  Navy  iiithout  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  why  may  not  the  6ame  gen- 
eral powter  give  the  same  authority  with  respect 
to  the  militia  ?  He  desired  those  gentlemen  who 
contend  that  the  militia  cannot  be  sent  out  of  the 
United  States,  to  answer  this  question. 

But  gentlemen  sav,  that  the  Qovernnjient  has 
not  power  to  send  tne  militia  out  of  the  United 
Sutes,  because  Ahe  Constitution  defines  the  pttc- 


poses  Tor  whiefa  alone  they  shall  be  used,  viz:  ^to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insor- 
rections,  and  repel  invasions." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  two  clauses  in  the  GoDstituiioa 
already  noticed,  but  not  for  the  same  purpose. 
Congress  is  "to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disci plioing  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
such  part -of  them  as  tqay  be  employed  in  i\i 
service  of  the  United  States.",  What  serwicel 
For  repelliilg  mvasion.?  Does  not  ^  the  service 
of  the  United  States"  mean  any  service  to  which 
that  particular  force  is  applicable  ?  If  not,  the 
Iftoguage  would  have  been,  "  as  may  be  employed 
in  ececttting  the  laws  of  the  Union,,  soppcessing 
insurrections,  and  repelling  invasions." 

Again,  the  Consiuutioo  saye:  **  The  President 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  milhiaof 
the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  acioai 
service  of  the  United  States."  What  service! 
The  service  is  spoken  of  generally,  and  means, 
no  doubt,  any  service  to.  which  physical  force  is 
appUcable.  If  intended  only  to  apply  to  the 
three  cases  'above  specified,  why  were  they  not 
enumerated,  instead  of  speaking-  of  the  service 
generally  f  *         • 

In^ne  of  the-amendteenlts  to  Che  CottstitBtion 
it  is  de(5tikred,  ^^That  a  »w.ell-regulated  militia  is 
necessary  to  the « security  of  a  free  State."  Bnt 
if  yoru 'limit  the  use  of  the  miiitia  toexeeotiog 
the  laws,  suppressing  insurrectionsy'^and  repeJlio^ 
invasions;  if  you  deay  the  use  of  the  milita  to 
make  war,  cap^  you  say  that  they  are  ^  the  seto- 
rity  of  a  Stated'  -  He  thought  not. 

Qentlemen  ask,  will  you  carry  the  militia  ont 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  makiag 
foreign  conquest  ?  That  i&  not  the.  purpose  fei 
which  this  volunteer  ibroe  i^  wanted.  'They  arc 
wanted  in  a  war  of  defence.  -  In  aaaktng  the  war 
effective,  conquest  may  become  necessary;  bat 
this  does  not  change  the  character  of  the  war ; 
there  may  be  no  other  way  of  operatiog  upon 
our  enemy  but  by  taking  possession  of  her  prov- 
inces, which  adjoin  us. 

The  single  difference  between  the  two  bills  is^ 
who  shall  have  the  powe;*  of  making  the  oi&ceis. 
The  proposition  for  vesting  the  power  of  ap- 
pointfog  the  officers  in  the  President,  considering 
the  volunteers  as  militia,  ift  unconstitutioiial.  u 
the  'pdwer  is  vested  in  'the  several  States.  Bat 
||[entlemen  say,  call  the  force  what  you  wiiJ;  call 
It  a  militia  force,  or  a  regular  force ;  let  the  offi- 
cers be  appointed  by  the  respective  States  or  the 
President,  ifmatters  but  little.  No  man,. Mr.  C 
said,  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  exalted  virta« 
and  eminent  patriotism  of  the  President  than 
fie  had.  But  we  ought  to  be  cautious  in  setting 
precedents^;-  bad  precedents  are  always  imposed 
in  good  times.  Though  the  power  might  not  he 
abused  at  present,  it  might  hereafter  be  made  ust 
of  for  the- worst  purposes.  He  should  have  as 
fear  from  placing  one  hundred  thousand  mea 
under  the  present  Executive  of  the  United  States; 
but,  as  our  Constitution  declares  that  "  a  well- 
regulated  militir  is^  the  best  security  of  a  free 
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State,"  iie  sb<mld  ckotooe  imtber  to  leave  tU.e  ap- 
point meiil  of.  the-  offiten  of  these,  .trolunteets  in 
(he  States  respeecively. .         . 

The  diffictilty  which  (be  geDtlem|m  from  Ver- 
iDOQt  had .  tog^este^,  as^to  the  appoiDtment  of 
•officers  to  fill  the  pJacer  of  such  as  may  become 
Tacaat.  might  be  provided  for  by  an  ameodmeat. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  he  rose  |o  express  his 
itstooishmeiit  at  some  of  the  doctrines  which  have 
just  been  advanced  on  this  floor,  and  parjticalarly 
by  the  geatl^maa  from' South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
CfiBVEB  0  doctiines,  to  him^  not  less  strange.than- 
noveL  That  he  could  opt  bat  fe^i  alarmed  when 
he  h^ard  .ic- decliered  that. the  Prestdent  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  sanction  of  a  law  of 
Congress,  has  ^he  power  to  send  the  militia  of 
the  several  Siaxesibeyood  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  purposes  of  offensive  war;  and 
that  alarm  was  increased  when  t4ie  same  gentle- 
mao  had  not  onlv  saidj  that  this  Was  his  own 
opinion,  but  had  -also^declared  to  the  House^  that 
he  understood  that  this  w^s  the  opinion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  ^States.  ^Had  the  gentle- 
man reflected  for  a'  moment,  it  is  presumed  he 
jaexet  would  have  mentioned  in  debate^  that  ench 
'was  the  opi|iion  of  the  President,  on  this  or  any 
•other  subject  before  the  House,  as,  aqcording  to 
the  known  rules  of  order,  we  are  not  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  optaiods  or  wishes  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  except  by  his  official  com* 
Hiunications. 

But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  tho 
Pnesidetft,  or  any  other  pei^a,  on-  this  subject.  I 
tfannot  remin  from  expressing  my  most  unquali- 
fied disseatTrom  such  a  constri)ction  «f  the.Con-' 
atitution.  '  The  po#er  of  the  Gkneral  Govern- 
nenc  over  the  militia  of  the  several  States  la 
dearly  and  precisely  defined  iaihe  Constitutioa 
itaelf.  Thus:  Section  S^'^Cengress  shall  haye 
power  to  provide  for  eallipg  fbrtfi  the  militia,  to. 
execute'  the  laws  of  theUnion,  to  suppress  i^sup^ 
lections,  and  to  repel  ibvasions*" 

The  Conventidn  had  many  diflSeukieatoen^ 
•counter  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 
Thirteen  distinct  and  independent  Stipes,  or  spv- 
ereignlies,  by  their  delegates,,  bad*  met  for  the 
pLurpose  of  forming  armore  perfect  Union,  and  of 
giving  up  a  part  <»  their  State  rights,  and  a  por- 
tion of  their  sovereignty,  to  the  Craieral  Qovera* 
ment.  It  catinot,  for  a  moment  be  snppos^d,  that 
wheo  .they  w^re  granting  to  tnis  Qeneral  Gov- 
«ri]raent  extensive  -and  important  poiph»s,  they 
aboiild  be  inattentive  as-  to  the  extent  of  the 
power  with  which  they  should  invest  the  Gov- 
ernment over  their  militia.  They  would  leave 
nothing  for  construct^n  on  vthe  subject.  They, 
therefore,  agreed,  that  in  three  cases,  and  in  three 
cases  only.  Congress  should  have  any  power  or 
•  cootrol  over  the  militia  of  the  States:  • 

1st.  ■  To  execute  the4a  ws  of  the  Uniott. 

2d.  To  suppress  inaurrections. 
-  3d.  To  repel  invasions.    .. 

The  reasons  for  vesting  t'he  United  Stales  with 
power  over  the  militia,  to  this  extent,  were  ob- 
vious. It  was  important  that  the  General  Gov- 
ecum^t  should  have  the.  power  ^f  fxeeuting 


its  own  laWs"*this  is'  an  essentia)  requisite  in 
every  Gtovemment-^il  was  proper,  therefore,  that- 
Congress  sho\ild  be.autbdrized  to  call  forth  the 
miHtia  in  -aid  of  the  civil  power  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union.  It  was  equally  important, 
also.. that  the  Unitecl  States  should  have  the 
power  of  preserving  peace  and  tranqoillity  Within 
their  limits,  aiid  of  s^curin^'  themseUes  against 
domestic  enemies.-  Very  wisely;  therefore,  were 
Congress  empowered  to  call  forth  the  militia,  or 
the  ^hole  force  of  the.  country,  fiir  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  insurrections.  And,  sir,  the  United 
Suites'  might  require  the  aid  of  the  niilitia,  not 
only  to  execute  their  laws  a'nd  to  secure  them- 
selves Vgainst  domestic  faction,  l)ut  also  for  the 
purpose  of  defence  against  an  invading  ferelgn 
enemy.  In  this  last  ease,  therefore,  Conj^rcfss  are 
equally  authorized  to  cail  upon  the  militia  fot 
assistance. 

The  people  ff  the  se^reral  State?  ha>i^e  thus, 
sir,  clearly  defin^  the  objects  and  purposes  for 
wfareh  we  can  call  forth  the  militia:  and  lest,  by 
implication.  Congress  might,  at  some  timre,  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  the  people  or  of  the 
States,  it^is  provided  by  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  as  follows:  ^  The  powers  ao4  del^ 
gated,  to  the  United  States  by  the  CoAstitutiooi 
nor  prohibited  <by  it  to  the  Statc^  are  reserved  tQ 
the  Stales  respectively,  or  to  the  people," 

It  will  be  ooserved}  that  Congress  have  pow^ 
'*to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,''  dbc. 
lu  pun^iBce  of  this  authority,  acts  were  passed 
in  1798  and  1795.  The  title  of  the  last  act  is  ia 
the  very  words  of  the.Comnitufion:  '*  An  act  to 
provide  fw  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  sopprees  insorrectionsi 
and' repel  invasions.'' 

By  this. act  provbion  is  made,  <^that  whenever 

*  the  United  Statesjihall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  im- 

*  minent'  danger  of  invteion,  from  any  foreign 

<  nation  or -Indian  tribe,  it  shall  be  Uwral  fbr  the 

<  Presiifent  of  the  United  States  'to  call  forth 
y'snck  Bunxber  of  the  iniiitia.of  thrState  dr  States 

<  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  dange)*,  or  scene 

*  of  action,  as  he  may  judge  necessary;  to  repel 

<  such  invasion,  and  to  issue  his  orders,"  dkc. 

fiy  the  same  act,  the  President  is  aisotiuthor- 
Ized  to  call,  forth  the  militia,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, find  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Unfon/ 

Neither  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  nor. 
the  statesdien  who  passed  this  law,  hitve  ever  eti- 
tertained  the  idea  that  Congress  had  the  power 
to  en^loy  the  militia  of  the  States  in  foreign 
conqjiest)  that  no  suc^i  power  was  ever  granted 
to  the  United  Stales,  I  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve ever  sinte  1  have  bad  any  knowledge  of  the 
Constitution  or  its  principles;  and  certain  I  am, 
that  such  an- idea  has  never,  until  this  day,  been 
advanced  on  this  floor.  ' 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolin4,  ifi  rightly  understood  him* 
that  this  prevision  of  the  QonstitotioU  refers  sole- 
'ly-'to  a  state  of  peace;  that  a  new  state  of  things 
arises  from  the  moment  that  Congress  declares 
war ;  that,  after  a  declaration  of  war,  which  is 
one  ^  the  higheet  acta  of  national  sovereignty,  it 
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follows  that  the  United  Stutes  have  the  power  to 
dispose  of  the  persons  and  property  ofthe  whole 
couDtfy  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that  warf 
and  that,  if  .it  should  be  an  ofl^nsive  War,  they 
hare  power  to  march  the  militia  out  of  the. limits 
of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  foreign 
conquest.  The argixmentsof  the  |fentleman  are 
ingeniousj  but  destitute  of 'any  solid  foundation. 
Congress,  it  is  true,  hav^  the  power  to  declarie 
war )  but  where,  let  me  ask,  is  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  says  that  the  power  of  Coqt 
f  ress  over  the  militia,  is  greater  or  more  extensive, 
in  time  of  war  than  in  time  of  pei^ee?  It  can- 
not be  pretended  that  there  is  express  provision 
to  this  effect.  It  can  arise,  then,  only  by  tmpli- 
cataoo.  It  is  a  new  and  strange  mode  of  con- 
struing this  instrument  to  say,  that  where  special 
and  limited  powers  are  given  on  any  subject,  that 
these  powers  may^  be  extended  or  enlarged,  merely 
by  the  exercise  of  other  powers  given  by  the 
same  instrument.  I  cannot,  sir,  for  a  nkomeht, 
admit  the  position,  that,  in  cpnsequftnce  of  a  dec- 
laration x)i  wai,  Congress  haVe  the  power  of  ^i^ 
posing  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  extent  contended  for.  ^o  enable  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  war,  Congress  are 
authorized  ''to  raise  and  support  arnlies;"  ''to 
provide  and  maintain  a  Navy."  These  are  the 
instruments  by  which  the  United  States  are  enar 
bled*  Xo  carry  on  a  war,  either  offensive  or  defen- 
sive. And  when  the  tertitory  of  the  United 
plates  shall  be  invaded  by  a  forei|pn  nation,  in 
addition'  to  these,  the  militia  can  be  calted  upon 
to  take  a  part  in  this  defensive  war,  to  repel  such 
invasion.  The  power,  sir,  which^the  Slates  have 
retained  over  their  militia  is  the  surest,  nay  the 
only  effectual,  safeguard  of  iheit  rights,  against 
the  eneroaehiaents  of  the  Oeneral  Govern nient. 
If  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  mere  declara- 
tion of  war,  have  the  power  to  order  the  militia 
of  the  States  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  conquests,  the 
State  governments  may  not  only  be  weakened, 
but  they  may  be  annihilated.  If  they  can  be 
ordered  to  Canada,  they  can  be  ordered  to  Ja- 
maica, to'-  the  East  Indies,  to  China,  to  JafM&n. 
And  in  this  way  a  Slate  may  at  once  be  deprived, 
of  all  iu  effective  force.  But^  sir,  let  us  attend  to 
the  consequences  of  this  new  construction  given 
lo  the  Constitution  in  anether.point  of  view.  3o 
jealous  Were  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  power  confereed  upon  Congress  to  raise  and 
support'armtes,  that  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
place  a  check  upon  the  exercise  of  this  power,  by 
providing  "  that  no  appropriation  of  money  to 
that  use  should  be  for  a  longer  tern  than  two 
years." 

If  the -doctrine  now  contended  for  is  to  prevail, 
what  check  is  there  against  the  appropriation  of 
money  to  support  the  militia  in  service  for  as 
long  a  time  as  Congress  may  think  proper*?  It 
is  only  to  declare  war;  it  is  only  for  us  to  create 
the  necessity  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  and 
then,  sir,  we  may  call  them  forth  to  effect. the 
objects  of  that  war,  whatever  they  may  be,  for  as 
lo9g  a  time  as  we  may  judge  necessary ;  and  w4 


may  ^Iso  appropriate  money  for  their  sapport,  for 
as  long  a  term  as  we  thinx  proper.  And  here, 
sir,  permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this  important  .distiabtibn  betn^een  the  por- 
po$es  for  dialling  forth  the  militia,  provided  in  the 
Cpnstitutiott,  and  that  which,  by  this  new  eon- 
structiottj  we  are  called  upon  to  make.  By  the 
Coostitution  we  are  not  empowered  to  call  them 
forth  in  consequence  of  any  act  of  o«r  own,  hot 
in  consequence  cf  the  acts  of  others.  When  the 
laws  of  the  Union  are  violated;  whan  domestic 
enemies  are  arrayed  against  the  Ctoeral  Gfovem* 
ment,  and  when  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
is  invaded  by  a  foreign  nation,  we  then  call  the 
militia  to  our  aid- 
But,  sir,  the  Constitutiou  says  to  as,  when  yon 
yourselves,  by  ydur  own  acts,  by  a  declaration  of 
war^  or  in  any  way,  undertake  to  create  the  par- 
pose  or  necessity  for  calling  them  forth,  yon  shall 
ao(  have  the  power  to  do  it ;  or/  in  other  words^ 
you  shall  not  have  the  power  to  employ  the  mili- 
tia in  foreign  conquests.  Sir,  the  King  of  CSmt 
Britain,  With  whom  rests -the  pOwer  of  peace  aod 
war,  cannot  send  the  militiii  out  of  the  xincdom. 
A  gentlen^an  from  Maryland  (Mr.  W-BtOHT)  tays 
that  he  is^  restrained  by  an  act  of  Parliameal. 
Agreed,  sir;  he  is  restrained  from  doing  it  by  a 
superior  power,  by  the  power  of  the  Parilameat, 
which,  in  this  ropect,  is  superior  to  his.  In  this 
country,  sir,  the  Constitution,  which  is  the  act  of 
the  peoplei  restraina  us  from  doing  the  same 
thing. 

I  ask,  sir,  to  addreiss  yoUj  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  my  protest  against  the  principles 
and  ^octrtnes  thi«  day  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man .from  South  Carolina ;  a'  gentleman  whose 
talents  I  respect,  and  whose  opinions  are  entitled 
to  no  small  share  of  weight  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere.  The  remarks  I  have  made  flowed 
from  the  impulse  of  th^  moment,  and  w^te  made 
without  premeditation  and  without  method,  aad 
I  have  been  led,^from  the' nature  of  the  sabject, 
to  proceed  further  than  I  had  intended. 

When  we  are,  as  many  gentlemen  have  often 
sai^,  during  the  present  session,  on  the  eve  o{  a 
war,  the  avowed  objeirt  of  which  is  to  take  po** 
session  of  Canada,  1  could  not  but  feel  -alarmed, 
that  such  sentiments  were  entertained,  not  only 
by  the  gentleman  iVoni  South  Carolina,  but,  as 
he  informs  us,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  tne  Constitfitton  has  cooamicied 
the  power  of  carrying  on  the  War.  Indeed,  ^r, 
my  mind  recoils  at  the  Idea,  that  my  constitoenrsi. 
living,  as  they  do,  along  an  extensive  scaeoast^ 
with  their  towns  and  viuages  exposed  to  the  rav- 
ages of  the  first  invader,  mi|^ht  soon  be  liable  to 
be  called  upon  to  leave  thetr  families  and  their 
firesides,  and  to' risk  their  lives  under  the  walls  of 
dnebec.  '  I  could  not,  sir,  refrain  from  expressing 
my  opinion,  that,  by  the  Constitution,  they  could 
not  thus  be  compelled,  to  march  into  a  foreign 
country  without  their  consent.  But,  sir,  what- 
ever acts  we  may  pass  on  tjiis  subject,  we  cannot 
alter  the  Cojistitution ;  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  judge  whether  they  are  in  epnforoiity 
with  the  powers  which  are  delegated  to  us  or  not; 
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and  a  collision  may  ensue,  which  would  be  fatal 
to  the  "best  interests  of  this  country. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Uoiiimittee  rise 
and  have  lea^e  to  sit  again.    Lost— 92  to  39. 

Mr.  NfLSON  rose,  and  .made. some  prefatory 
remarks,  and  proceeded .  to  eive  his  reasons  in 
favor  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  and  also 
against  any  constructions  of  the  Constitution  by 
•  implication — when,  a  motion  being  again  made 
for  the  Commhtee  to,  rise,  it  was  carried,  and  the 
House  adjourned*  ,  . 

MoNnAT,  January  13.  * 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented' a  petition  of  John  ^lo- 
ren,  W.  J. Duane,  and  R.  C.  ^Weightman,  pray- 
ing the  patrooage  and  aid  of  Congress,  in  printing 
a  pew  and  complete  edition  of  the  laws  of  the 
Ujiited  States. — Referred  to  a  select  committee. 
.  Mr..Mii.N0R,  Mr.  Cbeve0,  and  Mr.  Gtrcndt, 
were  appointed  the  committee'. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
covering  a  protest  by  James  Dill  and  Peter  Jones, 
two  of  the  members  of  the  Hou^e  of  Represea- 
tatives  pf  tfie  Indiana  Territory;  against  t$e  me- 
morial of  that  body  praying  Congress  to  admit 
the  said  Territory,  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  on 
an  eqqal  footinq^  with  the  original  States. — Refer- 
red to  the  committee  to  whom  the  said  memorial 
has  been  referred., 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit^ 
ting  a  statement  of  public  moneys  now  deposited 
in  banks,  and  in  what  banks  deposited,  and  show- 
ing the  greatest  amount  in  each  b^nk,  at  any  pe- 
riod, since  the  fourth  of  March  last;  and,  also,  the 
amount  deposited  in  each  bank,  on  the  thirtieth 
of  September  last. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WrLUAMs.from  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*  for  the  establi^ment  Of  a' 
quartermaster's  department,"  reported  the  ;$ame 
with  amendments;  which  were  read^  and,  together 
with  the  bill)  committed  to  a  Comniittee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr*.  Seybert, 

Hesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Siate  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  tbis  House  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new  or  useful 
art,  machine,  manufacture,  or  composition  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  and  to  whpm 
patents  have  issued  for  the  sjtme  from  that  of- 
fice, subsequent  to  the  twenty-eighth  day-  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  ten,  with 
the  dates  and  general  objects  of  such  patents;  and 
also  that  the  Secretary  of  Sts^te  be  directed  to  lay 
aa  annual  report  before  this  House,  embracing  the 
above  objects. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  acomihiitee  was  ap^ 
pointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  act  or 
acts  ^* concerning  Consols  and  Vice  Consuls;'' 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  BRECKENRinon,  and  Mr,  (Iit- 
CHILL,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 


.i^efo/vM^,. That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
llaods  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  vesting  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, such  portion  of  the  township  of  landlyine 
in  the  District  of  Vincennes,  which  was  located 
by  the  Seisretary  of  the.  Treasury  for  the  use  of  a 
Seminary  of  Learning,  as  ipay  ba  considered  suf- 
ficient for  the  establishment  of  a  Seat  of  Justice, 
in  a  contemplated  new  county^  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory, by  a  division  of  the  county  of  Knox. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

Mr.  Little' called  .up  his  resolution  respecting 
captules  m^de  by  GreatBritain  of  American  ves» 
sbls  and  property ;  but  an  amendmem  being  mov- 
ed to  add  *'  and  any  other  Government,"  some  d^ 
bate  .ensued,  which  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  Porter,  who  said,  though  the  information 
which  this  resolution  called  for  was  desirable,  he 
thought  a  discussion  upon  it  ought  not  to  prevent 
a  progress  with  more  important  public  business. 
He  hoped^  therefore,  the  resolution  would.be  suf- 
fered to  he  Cipon  the  table  for  the^jpresent,  and 
that  the  .House  would  take  uji  the  biU  authorizing 
the  President  to  accept  of  a  volunteer  corps. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  accord- 
ingly resolved  Uself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
■  Whole  on  said  bill. 

.  Mr.  Nelson  rose  and  observed  that  be  had 
caught  so  violent  a  cold  since  Saturday,  that  he 
feared  he  should  not  be  aibfe  to  make  himself 
heard ;  and  then  proceeded  for  a  few  minutes  with 
his  remarks,  but  his  hoarseness  was  so  great  that 
he  was  unanle  to  proceed. 

^r.  MiLMOR  said,  th^t  an  opinion  had  been  ad« 
vanced  and  maintained  in  the  debate  upon  this 
bUl  on  Saturday  last,  by  an  honorable  sentlemau 
fro^m^ouih  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cbsves.)  of  so  novel 
and  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  he  lelt  it  his  duty^ 
to  oppose  it^  that  he  entered  upon  this  duty  rel.uo- 
ta'ntly  and  unexpectedly,  having  hoped  that  dur- 
ing the  Femarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,)  he  would  have  been  ena^^ 
bled  further  to  arrange  his  ideas,  or  (what  ^as  to 
him  still  more  desirable)  have  been  prevented,  by 
the  lucid  exposition  of  tbat  gentleman,  whose 
views  on  this  subject  Mr.  M.  underwood  to  be 
congenial  with  his  own,  from  at  all  troubling  the 
Committee.  The  indisposition  which  prevented 
Mr.  Nelson  from  proceeding,  and  whiclT  waa 
liouch  Xo  be  regretted,  rendered  it  necessary  that 
some  other  member  should  take  his  place  upoa 
the  floor;  which  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  ventured  to 
do^  although  unprepared,  and  laboring  under  the 
disadvantage  of  having  been  unavoidably  pre- 
vented from  hearing  a  part  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  opinioa 
advanced  by  that  gentleman  was,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  order  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  offensive  hoc- 
tilities.  Had  this  singular  sentiment  been  thrown 
out  as  a  mere  casual  suggestion  in  the  course  of 
ai}  animated  debate,  or  .proceeded  from  ihe  wild 
and  heated  declamation  of  some  of  the  actor^  Qa 
this  floor^  I  would  not,  said  Mr*  M.,  hav'e  been  at 
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all  surprised.  Bat,  sir,  I  am  iilarmecl  by' the  re- 
spectability of  the  source  from  which  tnis  dan- 
gerous priaciple  comes.  It  is  giren  to  us  a«  the 
deliberate  result  of  the  reasoDmgs  of  the  cultivated 
and  philosophical  mind  of  a  gentleman  ranking 
Ihigh  in  the  general  estrmation  of  his  fellow  mem- 
bers for  political  knowledge  and  personal  integ- 
rity. It  is  propounded  to  us  with  great  solemnity 
of  language  and  of  manner,  and  it  is  said  to  be 
supported  by  the  sanction  of  Executive  opinion. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  we.  are  told, 
feels  no  difficulty  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cheveb  said,  that  his  aliusi&n  -to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  was  not  from  any  personal 
conversation  with  that  gentleman  ;  that  it  had 
%een  mentioned  to  him  on  the  floor,  and  he  merely 
cave  It  as  he  would  that  of  any  other  gentleman 
well  able  to  construe  the  Constitution: 
'^^r.MiLNQH  proceeded. — Putting  out  of  the  $cale 
the  weight  of  Presidential  authority,  that  of  the 
ilonorable  gentleman  himself,  on  a  Gonfititutionaf 
question,  is  sufficient  to  induce  an  attentive  exam- 
ination of  its  soundness  and  propriety.  It  had 
been  intimated  by- an  honorable  member  from 
Kjentucky.  (Mr.  JoBrisoN,)  that  this  discussion 
Was  irrelevant  to  the  subject  before  the  Commit- 
tee. The  suggestion  was  not  very  tsompliment- 
ary  to  the  member  by  whom  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced*  Bat,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  consider  it  alMmpor- 
tant  that  the  PreisidBut,  if  ^his  bill  passes,  should 
be  under  no  mistake  as  to  ^he  views  of  this  Hoose, 
with  respect. to  the  employment  of  the  forces 
placed  under  his  direction,  and  especially  of  that 
part  of  them  which  consists  of  militia.  I; am,  for 
one,  not  willing  to  confide  wholly  to  the  Presi- 
dent iha  decision  of  this  important  question.  I 
am  not  apt,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  .sound  alarms,  but 
I  have  always  thought  there  was  great  safety  in 
constantly  watching  for  the  preservation  of  the 
great  charter  of  6ur  liberties,  and  in  maintaining 
an  extreme  sensibility  to  the  slightest  proppsed 
infraction  of  its  valuable  provisions.  The  gen- 
.  tleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,)  in  his  pref- 
atory remarks,  noticed  the  variety  of  opinion  which 
has'Ven  entertained,  as  to  the  mode  of  constni- 
ing'the  provisions  of  the  Constitmioiv  imputing 
to  the  Federalists  a  disposition  to  favor  an  en- 
larged^ construction,  witn  a  view  to  the  increase 
of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  and 
the  contrary  inclination  to  the  party  with  which 
he  generally  acts.  There  are,  certamiy,  extremes 
vpon  this-  as  upon  every  other  subject.  It  Was 
manifested  fn  the  debate  on  the  question  of' grant- 
ing a  charter  to  the' Bank  of  the  United  States, 
where  Congress  refused  to  exercise  a  power,  in 
my  opinion,  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  those 
expressly  delegated.  Thefe  may  have  been  too 
much  liberality  of  construction,  on  the  other  hand, 
sometfmes  applied.  The  true  medium  lies  in  not 
grantin?  to  the  Government  any  j^owers  but  those 
expressly  detailed  in  the  Constitution,  ornina- 
Toidably  incident,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  in- 
strument itself,  ^*  necessary  and  proper-  for  carry- 
^  ing  into  execution  the  powers  vested  by  it  in  the 
'Government  of  the  United  States^  or  in  some 
'  department  or  officer  thereof."    This  is  the  prin- 


ciple by  whidh  my  construction  wiH*  be  raided. 
The  power  of  sending  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  beyond  their  limits,  results,  we  are  told, 
from  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  resting  in  the 
hands  of  the  General  Governrnent.  And  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  South  Carolina  has  indulged  ns 
with  a  definition  of  sovereignty :  *'lt  is  the  right  of 
disposing  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  peo- 
ple." Sir,  I  deny,  thai'under  this  definition  of  the 
term  sovereignty,  it  can,  with  any  correctness,  be 
applied  to  the  General  Governm*ent.  The  frame 
and  texture  of  this  Gk>Vemmeac  are  different  from 
those  of  all  other  nations.  .  The  sovereignty  rests 
here  with  the  American  people.  If  the  doctrine 
of  the  popular  political  writers  of  Great  Britain 
be  true,  that, even  there,  circumstance^may  occur 
to  authorize  the  resumption  of  sovereignty  by  the 
people,  it  is  still  more  clear,  that,  in  this  ha^y 
country,  the  people  haV^rf,  never  parted  with  it; 
biit,  having  merely  granted  to  their  Government 
certain  restricted  powers,  the  remaining  portion 
still  rests  with  then^selves.  The  powers  referred 
to  are  limited  and  res^icted,  both  with  respect  to 
their  operation  on  the  people  and  upon  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  particular  Slates;  and  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  provisions  of  the -Constiiuirion  im- 
parting these  powers,  as  well  as  the  known  jealousy 
as  to  their  e;ttent,  which  existed  at  the  (ime  of 
its  adoption,  clearly  prove  that  the  Convention 
never  intended  to  bestow,  by  implication,  apon 
the  General  Government,  powers  greater  than 
(those  expressly  given.  In  reference  to  the  enor- 
mdns  one  suggested  by  the  gentleman  fronl  South 
Carolina,  ft  is  too  much  to  suppose  that  that  wise 
and  patriotic  body  intended  covertly  to- eive  an 
implied  power,  which,  if  only  done,  would  ,have 
hazarded  the  adoption  of  their  great  worlc  by  the 
several  Siateis  of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  kan*  scarcely 
thitik  that  the  Federalists,  who  exerted  themselves 
at  that  time  of  day  in  its  favor,  would  have  done 
so, bad  they  believed  it  to  include  in  its  grant  of 
powers  the  dangerous  one  contended  for  by  the 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina.  X>o  I 
improperly  term  it  a  dangerous  power?  Is  it  too 
strong  a  term  for  a  prerogative  supposed  to  be 
vested  in  the. President  of  sending,  the  freemen  of 
this  country — as  it  was-  correctly  sTtated  by  ray 
honorable  friend  from  Connecticdt  on  Saturday — 
not  only  to  the  Northern  and  douthsrn  limits  of 
this  Continent,  but  to  any  part  of  the  immense 
regions  of  Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa? 

If,  from  the  nature  of  ouf  Government,  founded 
as  it  is  in  cotnpact,  and  restricted  in  the  exercise 
of  its  power,  both  as  regards  the  independence 
and  rights  of  the  State  governraenrs,  and  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  it  be-^as  I  contend'  h  is— a 
violation  of  its  principles  to  invest  those  who  ad* 
minister  its  concerns  with  powers  not  expressly 
granted,  or  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  those 
that  are,  then  it  becomes  us  to  examine  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  to  ascertain  whether  it  contains 
any  provision  to  which  a  construction  favorable 
to  this  doctrine  can  fairly  be  given.  On  all  sub- 
jects which  actoally  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Convention,  on  which  they  unquestionably  delib- 
erated and  acted,  and  have  given  us  the  result  of 
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their  ddiberattonft,  id  terms  clearly  expressed  in 
the  CoDstitutioB  itself/there  is  no  room  left  for  sup- 
posing an  iDleation'to  grant  implied  powers,  dif- 
fereot  in  their  nature,  and  more  vast  in  their 
extent,  than  those  they  have  detailed.  It  would 
be  preposterous  and- absurd — a  reflection  both  on 
their  wisdiom  and  patriotism'-7to  indulge  suQh  a 
supposition.  I  do  not,  I  repeat,  now  ^Duae  to  snch 
powers,  s^,  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Gov^ 
ernmeftt,  may  frequently  be  r^dired  far  execut- 
ing those  actually  detailed,  the  exercise  of  which 
U  expressly  authori;Eed  by  the  clause  in  the  Coo: 
stitution  already  referred  to.       '         * 

The  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution contains  the  enumerated  powers,  of  th^ 
General  Government!  'the  folio  wing  clauses  are 
those  which  relatid  to  war,  and  to  the  employment 
of  the  several  kinds  of  force  placed  in  its  hands': 

**  CongrefiB  shall  have  power  to  declare  war,  grant 
letters  of  marqna  and  reprisal,  and  make  nifes  concern- 
ing captures  on  land 'and  water; 

*'  To  raise  and  support  armies ;  but  no  appropHation 
of  moneys  to  tihat  use  shall  be  for  a  kmger/term  than 
two  years,; 

*'  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ;  * 

'*  To  makfr  rules  for  .the  governmant  and  regulation 
of  the  land  and  naval. forces '; 

*'  To  provide  for  calling  fortii  the  miUiia  to  execute 
the  lawe  qft/ie  Union,  suppress  ineurrectiono,  and  repel 
invaaionai 

'**  To  provj^e  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militiaj  and  foe  governing  such  part  of  thept  as 
may  be  ehiployed  in  the  serviea  of  the  United  S^tofi,. 
reserving  to  the  States  reepeciwely  the  appointment  of 
the  ojffhere,  and  the  authority  of  traininkthe  militia, 
according  to.  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress."    . 

And,  for  the  {purpose  of  governing  the  construe- 
tioo  of  these  and  the  other  express  grants  of  power 
in  theOonstitutiDn.and  to  guard  against  daogar- 
ous  stretches  of  authority  by  the  GQvernmeot|the 
eleventh  and  'twelfth  articles  of  the  aknendmeats 
to  that  iustruikient  provide: 

**  That  the  enumeration  in  ch^  Constitution  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
others  retained  by  the  people ;  and  that 

,  '*  The  powers  not  delegated  to  th^  United  8utea  by 
the  Constitntion;  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the' Statei^,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  tO  the  jpeople." 

The  mere  exhibition  of  these  clauses  of  the  Coiv- 
stitution  is  a  more  forcible  xefu'tatiotl  of  ihe  doe- 
trioe  then  the  most  labored  argument  eonld  fur- 
nish. -'  Does  not  ev^y  etie  at  once  perceive  the 
marked  distinction^  between  armies  which  Con- 
gress are  invested. with  the  power  to  raise,  and 
militia  governed,  mept  when  called  into  adtial 
service,  by  the  regulations  of  their  o^n  States  ?  ' 

The  power  to  raise  armies  and  to  provide  a  navy 
Immediately  follows,  and  is  closely  connected  i^th 
that  of  making;  war.  This  important  subject  be- 
ing provided  for,  the  militia — always  regarded  as 
a  most  ess^tial  safeguard  of  the  natkin— pext 
claims  the  attention 'of  that  Convention,  But, 
the  wisastatesmelT  and  exeetlent  met)  who  com- 
posed that  body  did  not  go  on  to  alarm  the  great 
body  of  the  citizens  with  the  prospect  of  beiiig 
liable  to  be  called  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  to  assist  the  Govern mienc  in  the  prosecu- 


tion of  a  foreign  war.  On  the  contrary,  they  guard 
against  stKih  an  apprehension  by  giving  the  Gor^ 
ernifient  anthority  to  raise  tfrmies — to  employ 
mercenaries  to  prostecute  'the  war  which  they 
ttn^ht  declare.  To  the  great  body  of  effective 
citizens,  cotrstftuting  the  militia  of  Hhe  several 
S'tates,  they  assign  appropriate  and  defined  duties, 
manifestly  intending  ^o  distinguish  them — as  in 
name,  so  m  employment-^from  the  other  descrip- 
'tiOn  of  forces '  Toth^  mifttia,  are  three  important 
services  only  assigned — first,  to  execute  the  laws 
ofth^Unioa. 

It  was,  no  doubt,  well  considered  to  be  more 
congenial  to  the  nature  of  our  free  instituitiott's, 
and  to  the'character  andTeelings  of  our  p^eople, 
that  if  in  any  unhappy  instance  any  portion  of 
their  people  should  be  misled  into  hostihty  against 
the  laws,  the  Government  should  call  to  its  aid 
those  who  remain  irue  to' their  duties,  rather  thiaLi\ 
resort'to  the  aid  of  a  ^nercenary  army.'     - 

In  th^  instances  of  opposition  tathe  laws  Which 
^occurred  some  yeiars^  ago  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent^  the*good  effects^of 
this  si^lutary  provision  were  manifest.  To  their 
fellow-citizens,  arrayejd  mithe  side  of  ordec  and 
government,  the  •  insurgents  readily  submitted, 
.and  the  effusion  of  human  blood  was  thereby  pre- 
vented.'  This  bran6h  of  etioi  ploy  men  t,  like  that 
which  iblldws  It— the  suppressing  of  rnsurreetion^ 
— is  in  its  nature  wholly  domestic  $  it  gives  em* 
ploycnent  to  the  militia  only  within  ^he  limits  of 
the  United  States."  The  third  and  last  daty  im- 
posed.on  this  body,  is  ^^  to  repel  invasions."  Can 
ic  be.  believed,  Mr.  Chairman,. that,  under  fhe 
pretext  of  repelling  invasions,  it  was  intended  to 
authorise  this  Goyernnrcnt  to  s«nd  the  -.militia  in 
the  pu  rsuf  t'of  foreign  conquest  T  Was  there  any 
such  sentiment  prev^ilent  at  the  time  the  Consti- 
(otron^was  adopted,  or  did'  any  object  of  desire 
exist  that  coald  leai)  M  the  prospect  of  aur  being 
mad  enough  to  go  abroad  after  new  aequisitiods 
of  territory,  to  he  gained  hy  force?  We  iuid  sot 
been  very  lone  dtsmembered '  frtfm  the  British 
empire.  Cfentlemen  will  scarcely  suppose,  that, 
with  such  feelittffs  as  then  pervaded  the  pabhtf 
mind,  her  example  in  aeeking  new  "eonc^uests  i a 
ait  parts  of  the  ^lo^e  was  about  to  be  inartai^d  in 
thisf  n^w  and  -risii)^  and  virtuous  Republic.  If 
the  members  of  that  Cenv^ntioh  had  been  asked, 
Do  you  intend)  that,  under  the  mli^k  of  repelling 
invaaion,  the  militia  shaU  be  marched  to  Canada 
and  the  walls  of  Qaebec,  what  would  they  have 
answered? 

Mr.  Ohbvbs  here  saidj  that  he  did  net  co;)tend 
that  the  power  of  marching  the  militia  out  of  th^ 
United  States  was  derived  from  the  clause  allnded 
to ;  but  that  the  power  to  ddclarewaf  being  giyen 
to  Congress.and  being  a  most  important  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  the  power' for  which  he  contended 
followed  of  course.  -    • 

Mr.  jMiLNOR  pr<;(oeeded. — Sir,  I  ask  the  tit^not* 
able  gentleman's  pttrdoo.  I  had  understood  him 
to  Urgue,  that,  as  in  the  performance  6f  the 
acknowledge  duty  of  repelling  invasitm,  the 
passage  of  the  militia  beyond  the  frootiers^of  the 
United  States  might  be  ^nayoi\d|ible,  tJie  precise 
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distance  to  which  thev  might  he  led  could  not  be 
fixed;  and  that,  for  tKe  effectual  obtainment  of 
the  object  of*  repelling  invasion,  the  militia  might 
be  carried  to  Q^uebec,  and  the  conquest  of  the 
country  erisue  therefrom.  It  is  probable  I  may 
only  have  heard  the  argument  urged  in  pri^vate 
conversation. 

Tiie  power  contended  for  is,  then,  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  concomitant  of  the  right  to  declare  wan 
The  error  of  this  argument  consists  in  the  appli- 
cation of  a  principle  to  our  Government  wholly 
unfitted  to  it,  when  the  manner  of  its  formation, 
the  nature  of  its  provisions, and  its  practical  oper- 
ation, are  considered.  Our  Government  is  found- 
ed on  express  compact ;  its  nature  is  defined  and 
fixed  by  a  wrhten  instrument ;  and  it  eaanot  be 
made  to  bear  upon  the  people  or  the. States  in  any 
other  manner  than  .that  originally  prescribed.  If 
the  power  to  declare  war  nad.  stood  alone,  it  is 
tiot.  necessary  to  jinqiHre  how  iar  it  would  have 
empowered  the  Gk»yernment  to  extend  the  opeca- 
tiona  of  the  militia.  But  my  honorable  fri^od^ 
who,  lilce  myself,  has  been  conversant  with  studies 
connected  with  tbe  legal  profession,  well  knows 
the  maxim  constantly  applied  to  thejconstructton 
of  statutes,  as  well  as  to  the  contracts  of  indi-' 
Tiduals :  ExpreaHo  unius  tst  exclusio  vdteriuf,^ 
Where  the  party  is  erapower/Bd  lo  do  certain  spe-' 
cified  things,  it  excludes  the  jpower  to  dp  ot^er 
things  afTecting  the  interests  of  the  other  party  to 
the  contract.  Sir,  here  is  the  contract,  from  which 
all  your  public  authority  is  derived.  The  very 
subject  abo«t  whicii  we  are  di^erihg  is  her^  pro- 
vided for.  The  parties  to  this  instrument,  as  to 
this  object,  have  certainly  left  nothing  to  the  dan- 
gecous  experiment  of  construction  and  ijviplica- 
tioo.  .  .       , 

Ybu  may  declare  war~rofiensive  war  if  you 
pUase,  uncongenial  as  it  is  with  the  sentiments 
and' feelings  of  the  American  people*  You  may 
raifce  armies — you  may,  by  th6  consent  of  the  indi-* 
viduaLs,  and  of  the  State  governments  under 
which  they  reside,  convert  your  volunteers  into 
enlisted  soldiers.  You  then  make  them,  by  their 
consent,  part  of  your  regular  army.  But  tintil 
you  do  so  by  contract,  and  not  by  compulsioui 
the  firmy,  as  to  external  ofiensLve  operations,* 
must  be  considered  a  distinct  body  from  the  mili- 
tia. There  is  great  weighx  in  the  remiarks  of  my 
friend  from  Connecticut,  with  respect  .to  the  re- 
striction of  two,  years  impo$ed  on  Congress  in 
appropriating  oaoney  for  th«  maintenance  of  an 
army.  As  to  the  regular  troops  no'invasion  of 
this  important  limitation  can  be  made;  but  if  the 
President  possesses  unbounded  discretion  as  ro 
the  employment  of  the  militia  externallv  and  in- 
ternally, tqen  Congress  also  are  freed  from  the 
fetters  of  this  whdesome  provision,  and  moaey 
may  be  impropriated,  not  only  for  two.  but  for 
any  number  of  years  to  n\aintain  your  militia 
sent  out  of  the  country  by  compulsion  ijn  pursuit 
of  foreign  conquest.  Is  the  h((borable  gentleman 
aware  of  the  immense  danger  bf  his  doctrine? 
Upon>the  principle  he  contends  for,  the  President 
and  Congress  may  wield  the  whole  mass  of  the 
militia,  in  any  manner  and  for  any  time  thjey 


may  think  proper.  Let  me  ask  if  this  be  Bot  an 
important  question — if  there  can  arise  one  more 
important?  In  the -establishment  of  the  Federal 
Government,  no  doubt  th^  people  foresaw  that 
occasions  might  aris^e  when  it  would  be  necessary 
for  them  to  fight  pro  aria  et  focis^  when  assailed 
by  hostile  opposition  to  the  laws,  by  insurrection, 
by  territorial  invasion ;  but  it  was  scarcely  anti* 
cipated  that  a  -right  would  be  claimed  by  our 
ruiers  to  lay  their  'hand^  upon  our  persons  to 
force  us  into  foreign  war,  and  thus  transform  our 
mild  and  free  Republic  into  the  grqssesi  tyranny. 
Sir,  let  the  small  States  beware  if  this  doctrine 
be  truQ.  They. may  easily  te  destroyed.  Their 
militia  called  from  their  homes  into  foreign  ser- 
vice, the  liberty  and  the  property  of  their  citizens 
would  be  at  the  mercy  ofthe  Government.  The 
exercise  of  this  monstrous,  power  would  be  with- 
out restriction  or  control.  A  Virginia  President 
might  spare  the  .militia  of  his  own  State.  If  it 
pleased  his  fancy  the  militia  ot  Yermont.  might 
be  marched  to  a  sultry  southern  climate,  uncon- 
genial with  tbeir  constltatioas  and  habits,  to 
make  a  conquest  bf  the  Fioridas,  while  those  to 
the  southward  might  be  sent  on  a  wild-goose 
chiafee  to  the, deserts  of  Nova  Sootia.  Let  us  at 
dnce  exhibit  a  'marked  disapprobation-  of  chit 
alarming  doctrine.  We  have  hitherto  naanifested 
great  forbettrance  and  patience  under  the  wrongs 
we  haye  suffered  froo^  the  two  greaA  belligerents 
of  Hurope.  It  has  resulted  from  a  ^ndness  for 
pease,  a  hatred  for  war.,  and  these  sentiments 
have  been  attended  by  an  utter  aversion  to  the 
policy  of  making  foreign  conquests.  If  our  prin- 
ciples on  the  latier  topic  are  now  to  be  abandoned, 
let  the  work  be  undertaken  by  an  army  of  mer- 
cenaries. Let  not  the  great  body  of  oor  people 
be  subjected  to  a  military  conscription  for  ^uch  a 
purpo/e.  If  they  unite  in  the  object,  let  ic  be 
willingly  and  not  by  compulsion.  God  forbid 
we  sbould  adopt  any  other  plan ! 

This  House  will,  I  trust,  crush  in  its  first  bud- 
ding the  monstrous  j^rincipie  to  which  I  have 
given-  my  feeble  opposition.  My  honorable  friend 
.wiil,  I  hope,  himself  abandon  it,  and  ackowledge 
that  he  has  not,  in  this  instance,  applied  his  usual 
talents  of  invjestigation,  nor  foreseen  the  conse- 
quence 9f  his  doctrine.  The  people  will  at  all 
events  never  submit  to  it.  .P(iss  yotrr  acts,  but 
not  a  militiaman  will  march.  The  State  gov- 
ernments will  not  permit  you  to 'force  their  citi* 
zens  into  a  war  of  conquest  jmd  invasion^  which 
will  certainly  array  one  part  of  your  community 
against  the  other.  I  desire  not'  to  excite  a  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  Government — but  for  one,  I 

Srisse  the  enjoyment  of  Cons^tutional  liberty  too 
early  to  surrender  it  at  the  mandate  of  any  Gov- 
ernment-—its  unconstitutional  invasion  I. would 
resist  at  the  hazard  of  my  fortune  and  my  life. 

Mr.  M^coN  said;  on  this  great  Constitutional 
question,  the  best  way  of  coming  to  a  correct  de- 
cision is  for  members  to  expc^ss  their, opinions 
freely  upon  it.  According  io  the  theory  of  our 
Government,  Mr.  M.  observed,  it  required  the 
State  governments  and  the  Generid  Government 
to  form  the'nation^  and  the  two  Gk)vernments 
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ought  to  act  in  nnisoD;  they  eaattot  Work  wdl  ib 
aojr  other  war.  In  sofoe  respecto  the  Constitn^ 
tioD  guards  the  rights  of  -eaob.  When  p6w4m 
are. given  to  the  General  GfOvemmetft  byr  the 
ConstUntion  they  are  ejtpressly  taken  from  the 
Slate  gorernmeots.  *  When  the  jConatitution  was 
adopted  it  w'as  not  ladopted  by  the  pepple  in 
their  national  ehkraeter^  bat  in  Uieir  charaeto'  as 
States. 

The  Coostitation  'giirea  to  Congress  the  power 
to  Ihy  taxes  of  every  descuptiob;  aiid  it  takes 
away  from  the.  States- 4he  power  to  lay  impost 
and  tonnage  duties ;  heoanse,  if  not  taken  away, 
the  right  woald  have  remained.'  8o  in  respect  ka 
the  power  of  qaakiag  war^  it  is  given  to  Congress, 
and  taken,  from  the  States.  And  in  some  cases 
ft  gives  the  Staties  a  right  todo^certain' things- 
by  coDsirnt  of  Conj^ress.  ^ . 
•  It  ffives.  the  po;ver  to  Congrtfes  to  make^war, 
and  to  snpport  arn^ies,  but  net  for  a  longec  term 
than  two  years ;  but  when  it  speaks  of  the  milhia 
there  is  no  limitation  as  to  them ;  because  the 
power  ovar  them  b  left  with  the  respeetive  t^ta^es, 
and  Gcagress  ia only aathbrized  to eall  themout 
for  t^ree  purposes^  viz:  "to-exeteute  th«  laws, 
soppr^teinsttrreelions;  and  repel  invasions;"  aiid  to- 
effect  these  piirposes  was  BOt'supposed  lo  require 
an  apfyroprtatlon  for  more  than  two  years,  if  the 
coontfy  was  invaded,  it'was  not  meant  that  the 
militia  akme  shofrld  be  velied  upoo^to  vepel  the 
invaders,  hot  that  tbeyslrould  be  ^sailed  out  in 
aid  of  the  armyvor  until  the  afmyconld  be  ed- 
leeted  for  the  purpose ;  so  that*  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  |i  limitation  with  respect  to  the  militia. 

Power  is  given' tq  Congressio  establish  a  navy  : 
the  Slates  may.also  keepr  a  navy  By  content  or 
Congress,  hut  not  without*  '  ■       *    ■ 

Congress  have  a  ri^bt  to  govern  the  mrtitia 
irhlLa  in  aetiutl' service,  but  at  no^other  time. 
^  Cdn^ss  ie  forbidden  from  granting  an  ytt  ties 
of  nobilily ;  the  States  are  forbidden  also,  where 
the  States  are  not  to  .exercise  a  power,  it  is  ex- 
pressly taken  %way  from  them  by  the  Consti- 
tution. -       ^        \     .  • 

The  President. of  the  United-  States  sfiall'be 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and. Militia 
when,  ealtedihto- actual -servioe.    •   . 

Congress  may^.taise  an  army  for  a  year  or  si« 
months;  but  when  raised  it  must.be.  like  ev^ry 
other  army,  go  to  its-^plaee  of  destination,  and  not 
to  be  scattered  all  oyer  the  country. 

Th^  qne^ion  iSow  ocoufs*  1;vhether  .the  General 
or  State  Goverm^aents  have  this  p6#er  to  send  thb 
militia- without  th«i  limits  of  the  tJnrted  States? 
He  wivhed  gentleman,  before'he  touched  this  part- 
of  thO  Constitution,  to  take  a  view  of  the  States 
before  the  adoption'-  of  this  Conetitutioo,  under 
the  old  Confederation. '  It  Will  be  -  recollected . 
that  the  Southern  militia  was  sent  into  Florida, 
and  the  Bastern  into  Canada,  at  the  instaOce  of 
the  old  Congress.  And  if  the  power  has  not  been 
uken  from  the  States,  which  no'  one  would  say 
it  had,  what  can  hinder  the  States frotaemploy- 
iog  the  Biiiitia  in  the  same  way  now? 

It  appeared  to^be  the  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men that  wbaathtf  United  Staler  go  to  war  the 


Government  has  a  right  to  use  all  the  physical 
force  of  the  nation  ia  order  to  do  her  enemy  til 
the  injury  she  cap. 

The  Conatitution  prohibits  any  State  from  en* 
gaging  in  war,  linless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such 
imminent  .danger  as'wiU  not  admit  of  delay ;  hut 
if  a  State  were  to  ^o4o  war,  she  #oul^  have  a 
ri^h(  to  use  her  militiain  any  manner  ^he  pleased^, 
in-the  samo  way  that  shto  would  have  douje  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution* 

Th«  United  States  Gkivertiment  and  the  State 
Governments  acting  in  «inisod,  must  possess  the 
whole  sovereign  power.  The  objection  is,  that 
Congress  haw  the  army  given  to  them  for  the 
,  parpose  of  making  war  ;  but  the  militia  is  left  in 
the  power  of  the  States  for  their  defenoe.  But  if 
a. State  give  her  eonsent  for  her  militia  to.be  sent 
without  the  limtts  of  the  United  State&,'what 
•shall  hinder  them  from  'engaging  in  any  service 
in  which  the  Gkneral  Gkyremment  may  find  it 
for  the  interest  of  the  country  to  employ  tfaeto^ 
it  wasr  ol^eeted  to  this  coostrnetiQn  that  the 
States  might  not  agree  to  this* course.  But  this 
kind^ofreasoninsK  en  adiscord  existing  between 
the  General  and  Stale  GovernmeiRs,  ought  not  to 
be  .countenanced.  A  nation,  any  more  than  a 
bouse  divided-  against  luelf^  canmot  sund.  It 
would  be  %  new  state  things  for  a  State  to  eom* 
mit  treason  against  the  Ghineral  Gktve^nment.   / 

There  is  another  part  of  the  Constitution  on 
which  htf  would^  make  a  remark:  it  has  been 
said  that  this  €k)vernment  it  Only  iiftended  for 
ddianoe.  He  was  wHhng  xo  acknowledge  this 
as  a  general  principle;  bdt  there  i6  a  parr  of  the 
Constitation,  that,  if  it  does  not  look  towards  Oon- 
duesi,  b6  did  hot  know  What  is  its  tti^aning.  In- 
deed-it  had  always  been  so  considered  by  every 
man  with  whom  he  had  acted  in  public  life. 
And'  is  it  not  redbliected  that,  when  We -were  de« 
prived  of  the  .right  "bf  depd^te  at  New  Orleans 
.almost  every  man  believed'that  the  United  Statea 
might  take  New  Orleans  by  force— might  cob* 
quer  fraud  keep  possession  .of  it 7*  There  was 
scarcely  any  difference  of  opinion  ot»  the. subject. 
The  clauses  of  the  Oonatito^ion  to  which  he 
aliudad  are  in  the  following  Words: . 

««New  Stales  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into 
this  Union;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  St^te;  nor  any 
State  be  fenned  by  the  jimeCbn  of  two  or  more  8tales» 
whhent  the  ooaaent  of  the  liegishitaTes  of  the  Btaiea 
ooooeraed,  as  weU  as  of  the  Congrass. 

"The  CoDgiess  shaUllave  powerful  dispose  of  and . 
make  all  needftiL  roles  and  regulations*  rewectinff  the 
territory  or  other  property  .belonging  to'  the  United 
States,  ai^d  nothing  in  tlus  Constitution  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  particular  3taie«? 

These  clauses  of  the  Constitution  were  no 
doubt  intended  to  meet  cases  where  new  territory 
was  acquired.  Indeed  there  was  an  article  in  the 
Qrdiaance  of  the  old  Confederation,  which*  spokeT 
more  plainly,  in  which  Canada  is. named.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  country  was  an  object  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Revoldtion,  and  wasior 
tended  to  be  embraced  under  the  new  Qovernnamit. 
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It  -appealed  to  bk»,as  ifthe  frameis.  of  the 
ConstitulioD  were  dtsteixDined  to  leave  nd  excuse 
for  Territorial  governmeDts;  they  seem  to  say,  if 
yoQ  acq  aire  additional  t^rritolry,  yott  shall  /broi  it 
iato  a  State  or  States,  which  shall  possess  equal 
rights  with  yourselves.  They  had  seen  some  of 
the  eyils  acising  from  provincial  goveromeot.     ^ 

Mr.  M.  staid  he  wa^t  'on  the  present  occ^si<m 
somewhat  in  the  same  sitwation  as  Upon  a  late 
question;  and,  if  he  were  to  judffe  from  present 
appearances)  as  he  should  probaMy  be  on  all  the 
bills  making -preparations  for  war.  He  Was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  the  bill  as 'it  stood  ait  present;  but 
he  never  would  vote. for  anything  which, , in  his 
opinion,  infringed  the  Constitntion.  His  opinions 
might  be  unpleasant  to  his  friends,  but  he  wished, 
above  all,  to  have  peace  in  his  own  breast. 

If  we  go  to  war,  England  will  drive  us  into  it ; 
and  in  that  case  he  was  willing  to,  givelhe  Presi- 
dent as  much  of  the  physical  force  iDf  the  coontry 
as  shall  9iake  the  w|kt  efficient. 
*  Mr.  Bacon  said  he  should  vote*agaiiVit  striking 
<mt  the  first  sections  of  this  bill  for  the  purpose  «^ 
inserting  those  of  the  oirigintfi  >bilL  He  was  for 
retaining  a  militia  volunteer  force,  sot  an  the 
most  effeciirve  force,  because  he  was  of  opinion . 
with  ibe  gentleman  from  North  CaroHqaj  (Klr« 
Macon,)  that  they  c6uld  not  be  marched  out  of 
the  United  States  without  the  Oqnscnt  of  the 
States  to  which  they  respectively  belongs,  but  be 
should  suppose  there  wouki  4)6"  no  difficulty  in 
bbtalaitig  this  consent.  He  should  wish,  h^w^ 
ever,  that  t^ie  bill  might  pass  in 'such,  a  foMa  as 
that  no  one  could  be  mistaJeen  as  to  th^  purpose 
•for  which' these-volunteers  were  to  be  omptoyed.^^ 
He  should,  view  it  as  unfortunate  if  the  bill'pasaed* 
in  its  present  shape;  for  if,  on  his  retanrn  ^om^ 
one  of  hismcighbors  were  to  ask.  hini  whether 
Toiuttteers  under  this  act  wotJild'  be  liable  to  be 
mftfched  oat  of  the^country,  he  mit^t  say  no; 
when  some  other  gentleman^  who  was  present  at 
the  pacing  of  the  bill,'  might  sfcy  yes.  This 
would  leAve  people  in  a  «tate  6f  doubt  and  diffi- 
culty. He  was  in  favor  of  tha  officers  bei^g  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  States^  because,  if  apr 
pointed  by  the  Pr^tdent,  if  would  be  raising 
another  armv  in  a  different  forau  The  volunteers 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  will  receive  no  pay  until 
they  are  called  iuto  service.  If  this  force,  with 
the  army  already  provided,  should  be  deemed  in- 
sufficient, he  should 'have  no  objection  to  provide 
for  another  volunteer  force,  to  be  commissioned 
by  t^ie  President;  .  ^ 

>  If  the  present  motion  shall  not  succeed,  Mr.  B. 
expressed  his  intention  of  moivingan  amendment, 
providiqg/"  That  this  force  shall  not  be  marched 
out  of  the  limits  of  .'the  United  States  without 
the  consent  of  the  States  to  which  they.belong.'* 

Mr.  B.  supposed  there,  would  'be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  this  oonseDt<  Many* of  the  States 
had  passed  resolutions,-  offering  their  lives,  for- 
tnneS)  and  honor,'  in  support  of  their  country; 
this  api^lieation  wtiuld*  serve  to  teat  the  sinceritv 
of  these  pledges,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  result 
would  do  credit  to  those. who  had  mado  them* 
-  Mr;  POBTBK  said  it  was  l^s  winh,  as  he  .be* 


lieved  it  to  be  the  wish  pf  gentlemen  eeneraUy, 
that  this  force  should  be  used  effictentlv  against 
the  3ritt6h  possessions.  It  was  with  *tliis  view 
that  the  bill  was  ofigioally  repotted  ;  but  he  per- 
ceived that  s4|me  gentlemen  would  vote  in  favor 
of  the  original  bill,  and  others  in  favor  of  the 
amended  bill,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
kaow  their  object. .  For  the  purpose  of  doing 
away  this  misunderstaoding,  he  would,  therefore, 
withdraw  his  amendment;  and  if  this  bdk  pass 
he  would  int^rodttce  '  another  to  raise  a  force 
which  might  be  called  out  of  the  Udited  States. 
'  Mr.  PoiKD^ZTBR  renewed  the  motura  which 
he  bnd  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  provi- 
ding that  the  volunteers  should  sign  an  ea^ge* 
ment  to  serve  the  United  St^tes^  accord  tag  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  atd  when  called  into  ser- 
vice, each  volunteer  shall  be  subject  ttl  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  be  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  to  any  place  without  the 
jurisdiction  thereof, 

Mr.-  P.,  in  supporting  his  motioa,  teaA  aa  ex- 
tract from  the  speech  of  Qeorge  Maaoo,  in  the 
Virginia  .Convention,  to  alhow  that  the  aathority 
of  the  Uott^  States  to  send  the  militia  from  one 
Stati&  to  another,  was  viewed  with  jealom,  and 
that  the  idea  of  sea'dtng  them  oat  of  the  United 
States^  at  that  time,  had  never  been  entertaiaed. 

Mr.  BaooIi  was  not  ooavinci^d  that  the  General 
Government  had  a  right 'to  sedd  the  militia  out 
of  the  United  Stales,  lyitbout  the  conaent  of  the 
State.  Thf  debate  in  the  Yirgioia  Confeation, 
which  had  been  cited,  did  not  touch  this  qaestioa ; 
it  r^ted  only  40  the  calling  of  the  miliiiaoui  of 
one  Stiite  to  another*  With  a  view  of  bfiaging 
this  question-distinctly  biefore  the  .Committee,  Sir. 
B.  moved  to  add  to  this^  new  section  che  follow- 
ing pro  visq: 

.  "  Prmfided,  Thai  no  comphuT,  battelioii,  r^iiMnt, 
cr  brigade  oi  amsk  vofuntsenr  shall  be  raaidied  is  any 
place  onK  of  the  jurisdiction  of  (he  United  States,  nith- 
oat  the  previous  consent  of  the  State  or  Tenitory  ts 
which  they  may  belong.*' 

Mr.  Key*  said  tha^the  ConstituUon  is  a  eom- 
pact- between  the  States  and  the  Gkneral  Qov- 
erpmeat^  and  by  the  amendment  to  it  which  has 
been  adojluted,  it  is  declared  that  what  has  not 
been  granti^d  bf  the.  States  is  retained  by  them 
or  the  people.  By  Ms  iaslrameat  the  power  to 
raise  armies,,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment shall  requice  it,  is  granted ;  and  the  militia 
are  reserved  to  the  States  for  their  defence.  No 
legislative  act  of  Congresa  can  confer,  opoa  ikis 
Government,  a  grei^ter  power  than  the  ConstitQ- 
tion  gives.  The  Governjment  have  no  power  to 
use  the  militia  in  any  place  eicterior  to  the  limiis 
of  th^  United  States,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  other  than  in  the  State  to  which  the 
militia  belong,  except  in  the  three  cases  meatioecd 
in  the  Constitution,  vi2:  "in  repelling  invasions.^ 
"suppressing  insurrections,"  and  '^executing  the 
laws."'  A  commission  given  to  a  militia  officer 
can  have<  ao  validity,  without  the  tJniied  StatesL 
nor  within  the  United  States  other  th^a  in  the 
particular  States,  except  in  the  three  eases  bdbre 
men  tloaed  •;  fqr  iasiaoce,  a  person 


761 


msTOBT.QF  coiraRHSs.; 


762 


Jandart,  1812. 


.Vo&aHwr  Corp$. 


H.  OF  R. 


«fi  a' major,  by"  theiajxTs  of  Maryl«D(j,  «aDnot  act 
by  Tinueof  thar  votamisaion  exteriot  to  4h« 
limits  of  the  United  States,  dob  in  any  other 
State  than  the  State  of  Marylanji,  except  ija  "  repel- 
ling invasione/'  "suppressiag  inaiifrections^"  i^nd 
"  execatio^  tbe  laws."  This  being  the  case,  the 
amendment  of  jthe  delegate  froih  the  %Mi88i98ippi 
Territory,  which  goes  xo  confer  a  power  upon 
the  Presidenjt  to  order  the  militia  differently  from 
what  the  CoBSiitution  warrants,  upon  the  militia 
stipolatfrng  to  that. effect,  cannot  ^ter  the  ease^ 
It  18  not  in  the  power  of  the  militia  thus  to  eon^ 
ier  their  serVice?,  add  thus  ,depriT6  the  State  pf 
them;  ilor>oait  the  amendment,  prbpoaed  by  the 
geatleniaft  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  £UcaN)to 
the  forn^^r  ameodmefatf  vary  the'  case«-*-fiMr  an 
objection  of  equal  weight  occurs,  wluch  is,  that  it 
is  not  competent  for  the  Legislature  of  anir  I3tate 
to  give  such  a^consent,  and  thus^daprive  the  citi- 
zens of  such  State  of  the  protectiotn  an^  defqnce 
which  is  thus  secur^  to  them  by  the  Gonsti^ 
tutiott.        •'  »'..«. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  understood  that  the  driegate 
from  the  Mississippi  Territory  had  read,  from  the 
debate  ip  the  Yirgiaia  Oqavention^  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Oiaorge  Mason  and  others,  to  prere,  that 
where* th«  consent  of 'th#  militia  ie  obtained  in 
the  way  now  proposed,  they  ought  be  sent  with- 
out the>  limits  vot  thr* Union.  He  aseerted  tl^at. 
there  was  no"  auch. question  discus^d  in  that 
Convention,  nor  did  their  debates  show  anysiush 
fact«  The  jealousy  of  those  patriots  was,  that,  in . 
Che  eases  menttooed  in  r^he  Conatitutiop,  the' 
militia  might  be  called  by  the  Oovernment  from 
any  particular  Sute  to  so  into  one  very  remote; 
as,  for  instance,  from  the  State  of  Ckorgia  to 
Vermont,  and  4o  consequenee  of  bemg  thus  ha^- 
rasped  and  disttess^d,  there  might  be'dange^t)f  the 
people  consenting  to  a  constant  standing  army.^ 
This  was  what  those  patri^  wished  to  guard 
against ;  and  It  n^as  urged  by  them,  that  in  such 
cases,  the  consent  of  the  States  to  whidh  tho 
militia  belonged  shoold  be  first  obtained. 

He  reprobated  and  remonstrated  against  the 
doctrine  which  had  been  advanced,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  the  power,  in  case  of  foreign  war^  to 
order  the  militia  to  march  without  the  United  ^ 
States..  It  is  a  doctrine  which  the  peOple  never 
have,  and  n^er  i;vill  consent  to.  It  ought*  to 
alarm  every  friend  to  the  CotistiQitibn  and  the 
liberties  of  ihe  people.  What  n^ight  be  the  con- 
sequence, with  an  ambitious;  unprincipled  Chief 
Magistrate?  Congress  have  power,  to  raise  ar- 
mies to  oarry  on  a  foreign  war;  iweilty^five  thoo- 
sand  or  fifty  thottsand  regular  troopa  are'  raised 
in  cooaequeQce  of  sfich'a  war ;  ac&^idiiig  to  the 
constrnction  which  has 'been  given  to ahe  Con- 
stitution, the  militia  may  be  ordered  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  gO'U^n  that  foreign  war,  and  the  stand- 
ing army  may  be  kept  and  used  for  ambitious 
Supposes,  ioTthe  States  from  whhih  the  nrilitta 
ave  tfone«  Where^  then,  would  be  your  force  to 
defend  your  liberties  against  thi^  mercenary  band, 
who  should,  under  an  unprincipled  Chief  Magis- 
trate, attempt  tp  destroy  them?  He  said  the 
doctrtDe  \ras  too  menatsoos  to  be  encored.    . 


If  he  distinctly  heard  the  delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  TeVritory,  hetdsouoderstopjd  htm  to 
sAy,  that  it  was  conceded  that  a  citixen  of  the 
United-  States. might  at  any  time  expatriate'  him- 
self, hnd  eater  ioto  any  foreign,  service  $'  for  in- 
stance, into  .the  service  of  Great  Britain,  or  the 
French  Enrperor,  in  a  war  against  his  own  coun- 
try. 'Mr.  K.  said  be,  tntdto,  denied  thatdoctNne. 
/TWgeiptleman  could  not  derive  that  opinion  from 
|my,emin^nt  writer,  or  from  any  decision  of  ady 
court.  No  Stat^  ha4l  within  his  knowledge,  by 
any  act,  in^plied-snch  doctrine,  without  it 'was 
the  Sdite  of  Viratnia.  That  Sute  had  prescribed 
the  manner  in  whieh  a  citizen  might  expatriate 
himself.  But  by  prescribing  the  modein^hieh 
'it  may  be  done,,  tt  demonstrates  that  upon  general 
prinbiales,  a  citizen  has  no  right  to  expatriate 
himself.  If  the  gentlemaa  is  right,  in  what  ca^es 
fl^ay  your  citizens  leave  jrou^  country,  aad  eater 
into  the  service  of  yeor  enemy?  Where  is  your 
line,  of  distinction  ? .  Suppose^  you  march  yoar 
militia  into  Caitada,  as  contemplated,  and  your 
militiaman  9houkl  think  that  was  a  convenient 
tirr^e  and  opportunity  to  expatriate,  and  leave  yotn: 
'serviee  for  that  of  youc  enemy'*accon)ing  to  this 
doctrine^  would  he  not  have  a  right  soto  do  ?  But 
do  you  imagine,  if  he  was  to  be  taken  and-brouff  ht 
before  a  court  martial,  that  his.exereise  of  this 
right'Wduld  be  a  good  defence  ?     '  , 

Mr.  K.'  said  the  cause  of  the  diffioulty  whteh 
the>House  nowexperi^'iiced^  was  this:  that  a  dis- 
guise and  cover  i?  thrown  over  the  object  of  oar 
present  deliberaiinns;  the  real  object  is  kept  from 
the  people.  ^  He  would  not  say  that  this  1&  the 
il^tention  of  any  ^htleman  in  the  Hoos'e,  but  the 
mode  of  eon  ducting  thtrf  bosinesa  has  that  effect. 
If  the  design  is- to  carry  on '  a  foreign  war,  and 
the  exigence  of  (he  country  reqhifed  an  a^my  of 
seventy  or  eighty  thousand  men,. tell  the'  people 
ao,  and  they  wiM  be  ready  to  give  you  the  arm^; 
this  you  havetbe  power  and  the  right  to  demand 
pf  tbem«  But  they  will  and  oUght  to  insist  upon 
Teserving  to  themselves  the  militia,  thehr  own 
appropriate  defence,  which  the  Constitutiotii,  the 
sacred  oompact  between  you  aoxl  them,  has  giQ»- 
aiitied  fortheir  benefit  and  protection. 

Mr.RBEA  observed  that  he  would  not  undertake 
to  flbow  the.  relation  which  th6  doctrine  of  pev- 
Mtuaf  allegiance  had  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  to  accept  the.iervice  of  aWmber  of 
TolttUteers)  but  as  that  docuine  had  been  ad- 
vhoced,  prior  to  this  day,,  in  this  H6use,'itmay 
be  proper  to  say  something  aboi»t  it,' for,  if  left 
unototiced,  ft  tmtv  be  taken  for  granted*— $r hat 
wiU.be  said  nuy  have  sonle  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tion Under  eonsideralioa  in  the  manner  it  has 
been  treated.      . 

The  doctrine  Of  {/erpetual  'allegiance  is  an  off'-* 
dpriag  of  the  once  oelebrated  doctrioe  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings ;  a  doctrine  which  the  cele- 
brated FUmer  treated  copiously  of,  about  the 
time  of  the  celebrated  lames  the  Sixth  of  Scot- 
land, and  Fjrst  of  England,  who,  not  content  with 
being  King  of  Eoffland  and  Scotland,  and  in  a 
manner  arbiter  of  Europe,  in  the  time  of  the 
Grant  Henry  of  -France,  desired  also-to  be  smm- 
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bered  amoDg*  the  most  iearned  th^ogists,  the 
most  sublime  poets,  and  great  masicians  of  his 
age;  for  neither  or  which  he  was  qualified  'by 
nature,  aod  ajt  couid  do  but  little  for  him.  This 
dooirine  of  divine  right  of  kiogs,  and  its  ofisp^iog, 
perpetual  allegiance,  wouderfully  floaris)ied  and 
produced  abundance  of  sour  fruit  in  hi^time  and 
in  that  of  his  successors,  until,  in  the.time  of  the 
aeeondf  James,  the  third  William,  at  the  m*emora-> 
ble  battle  of.the  Boyne,  by  a  powerful  argument, 
directed  to  James  in  person^  conyinced'  him  that 
the  .doctrine  of  the  divine  right/of  kings  was  n^ 
tenable;  and,  under  that  impressive  conriclion, 
J^mes^dto  Fraaice;  and  there  remained  reflect- 
ing on  the  loss  of  their  kingdoms^  The  British 
Parliament,  in  the  mean  rime,  not  believing  the 
doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kimifB,  enacted  a, 
law  settling  the  crowpr  of  the  three  Kingc^oms  on 
William  and  bis  amiable  consort,  Miairy,  and 
thereby  exploded  that  strange  doctrine  The 
notion  of  perpetual  alle^aoce  ought  to  bare 
abared  the  late  of  its  spul'ious  parent ;.  but  it  eoi»« 
tioued'to  answer  political  purposes,  and  for  sub* 
jeet  of  discourse.    ^  ', 

All  the  nations  on  this  earth  compose  otie 
family ;  sound  reason  and  common  sense  declare 
tbat  a  man  may  transfer  himself  frotq  the  family 
of  his  parent  to. another  fs^mily,  and  dwell  there- 
with.' A  man  being  a  Citizen  or.  subject  of  one 
Gk>vernmen»,  and  not  employed  in  the  actual 
service  thereof,  has^a  natural  and  inalienable 
right  to  transfer  himself  from  that  €k)vei'nment 
or  nation. to  another;  to  renounce  and  ab]ure  all 
allegiance  to  the  Govern nient  he  came from{. and 
to  bind  bimself  in  fidelity  and  allej^iance  to^  and 
to  becQme  a  citizen  of  the  nation  oi  his  choice,  ii^ 
pursuanceof  the  laWaof  the  Government- thereof.. 
If  the  doctrrtie  of  perpetual  allegiance  b^  true, 
what  shall  be  sai4,  for,  or  in  ^hat  condition  are 
they  who  have  emigrated  from  tbe  British  iiomio- 
ions  to  the  United  States'  since  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  ?  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  they  oontinue 
to  be  British  subjects,  notwithstanding  they  bav>e 
been  naturalized,  and  have  bo^nd  themselves  by 
aolemn  oath  in  ^legiance  to  the  United  States. 
To  which  of  the  two  nations  or  €K>Tern\»ent9  do 
they  belong?  In  this  case  there  is  no  choice, 
and  like  all  .other  claims,  the  eldest  most  take^  if 
the  doctrine  alluded-  to  be  true.  Afe  we  pre- 
pared to  surrender  the  principle  aod  all  the  mren 
alluded  to?  i,  said  Mr.  R'.,  am  not^  many  of 
these  men  are  well  known  to  me-«-<hey  are  good 
citizens,  and  prepared  to  vinclieate  the  rights  of 
their  adopted  country.  But  this  doctrine,  to- 
gether with  its  spurious  parent.  *^  the  divine  right 
of  kings.'\  is  banished  and  driven  from  these 
United  States.  In  thd  eighth  section  of  tbe  first 
article  x>f  the  Constitution;  it  is  provided  that 
^Cotfgress  shall  have  power  to  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization."  This  power  denies 
perpetual  allegianiie-^he  principles  of  perpetual 
allegiance  and  naturalization  are  repugnant  to, 
and  inconsistent  with  each  other;  if  one  be  ri^ht, 
the  other  is  not.  The  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
States  is  paramount,  and  the'  supreme  law,  and 
the'  highest  authority,  and  commaiuiB  all  respect 


and  obsecvanee;  it  has  humanelf  provided  a 
resting  place  for  the  wearied  ao^  oppressed,  and 
Secures  it  to  then),  being  natur/dized. 

The  system  for  raising'a  force  of  Tolunteen, 
(taking  into  Tiew  the  •original  hill,  and  the  amend- 
ment OT^red  by.  the  Cqmmiltee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  ether  propositions, >  has  assumed  a  pe- 
culiar form,  and  not  being  willing  to  sanction  any 
prracipie  which,  in  my  faoinble  opinion,  will  bear 
against  the  florereigntieaof  the  indiTidoal  States, 
I  will  vote,  said  Mr.  R.,  against  the  ameBdraeois 
now  offered.  The  Constitution  aeknoiriedges 
two  species  only  of,  military  force-^the  militia, 
and  a  regular'  army.-  The  Constitntioa  empow- 
ers, the  Presi<)«^,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Setaate^  to  appoint  and  commission 
all  officers  of  a  regular  army.  To  the  States, 
respectively,  is  reserved  the' power  of  anpoiatiog 
and.  giving  commissions  to  all  ofilctors  oi  the  m£ 
itia.  Where  the  Constitution  has  fixed  this  bosi* 
ness,  there  let  it  remain.  So  long  as  it  remain^ 
the  individual  States,  in  their  sovereign  capaci- 
ties, if  they  be  true  to  themselves,  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  -designs  of  any  nsorping  mihtsry 
chief.  If  the. President  he  authorized  to  accept 
the  force  in  the  mantier  contemplated,  a  direction 
to  that  force  will  "be  given.'  If  the  bill  ander  con- 
sideration ill  the  form  it  now  has^  sbiall  become  a 
law.  and  will  not  sufficieiftly  answer  the  design 
originally  intended  by  it,  that  defect  can  be  rem- 
edied by  a  bill  properly  fitted  and  detailed  for 
that  purpose. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Bacow's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  it  Was  negatived, 
there  being  five,  votes  only  for  it. 

The  liiuestisn  was  then-  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  negatived,  there  being  x>iily  nine  votes 
in  fkvor  of  it*  ^  ^ 

Mr7  PicKj^NO  moved  to  strike  ont  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  in  older  to  insert  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  first  reported ;  which  motion  was  neg- 
atived,, th^re  bang  only  ten  votes  for  it. 
r  The  Committee,  th^n  rose,  reported  the  bill  and 
amendments,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


TuesdaV,*  January  li. 

Mr.  GnoiaoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Mills^  refer- 
red to  them  the  twenty-ninth  of  November  la^t; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  tbe  House. 
JUDGE  TOUI.MIN. 

.Mr.  JoBNaoN  aod  Mr.  PotNOEZTER  presented 
sundry*  documents  in  refutation  of  the  charges 
contaihed  ii>  the  presentment  by  the  Grand  Jury 
of  Baldwin  county,  in.  the  JVIississippi  Territory, 
against  Harry  To ulmin;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,'  on  the  letter  from 
Cowles  Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  th?  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  abo^e-menttoned  presentment. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  tbe  select  comnsittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  presentment  against  Judge 
Toulmin,  b^  discharged  from  ajurtto  consider- 
ation Of  the  subject,  aiTevery  member  who  had 


765 


HISTORY  OF  GONGRBSS. 


766 


January,  1812. 


Vohintber  Corpg. 


H.  OF  R. 


heard  the  repiiesetitttion  read  to  the  House  this 
mortiiog.  must  be  coorinced  that  the  charges  made 
agaihst  that  gentlemau  were  entirely  -  without 
foundation ;  And  that,  he  had  acted  the  part  of  an 
vpright  man.  '  '       v 

Mr..  PoiiVDBXTJSR  was  of  opinion  that  the  char- 
ges brought  against  the  Judge  were  not  only,  un- 
founded, but  that  they  proceMed  from  oorroption ; 
but  he  hopedv  the  commijttee  would  not  be  dis* 
charged,  as  he-had  received  a  letter  from  the  Judge, 
in  which  he  says  he  shad  be  able  to  transmit  such 
eTidenee  as  will  con ri nee  ererV  maa  that  the 
charges  h^re  no  foundation.  He  ooped,  therefore, 
the  .papers  would  remain  referred,  that  a  report 
might  be  m4de  upon  the  sulgect  which  would 
Bet  the  matter  in  tf  i^roper  light  to  the  worlds 

-The  -motion  to  disciiarge  the  committee  wes 
negatived. 

VWiUNTfeEB  CORPS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  biU  for  authorizing  the  President  to  accept, 
of -a  volunteer  corps.   .   • 

Mr.  Qholsok  felt  great  difficulty  in  deciding- 
upon  the  hill  before  the  'Committee.  He  was 
concerned  to  be  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  frbm 
gentlemen  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest 
respect.  '  He -ooineidec^  in  sentiment  with  the 
gentleman  from .  Kentucky  as  to  the  efficiency  of 
a  TolOnt^er  army.  No  one  had  more  confidence, 
in  volunteers  than  he  should  have.  He  believed 
it  to  be  tbat^  description  of  force  which  might  be. 
most  relief  upon.  But,  in  organizing  this^  force, 
reference  ought  to  be  had  to  the  t>bject  proposed 
to  be  accomplished  bj  tt,  and  it  ought  to  be  as- 
certained' whether  this  force^  be  equal  to  the  at- 
tainoQfent  of  it/       \ 

Can  this  force  be  employed  against  Cantida^or' 
in  the  reduction  of  Q^uebec?  He  .could  not  say 
that  it  could,  with '  confidence,  because  4ie  felt  ft 
difSoutty  in  deciding  the  question.  He  did  not 
like,  \tk  the  prosecution  of  so  important  an  ob- 
ject, to  -employ  mean^  of  douhtfnl  construction. 
Would  it  not  comport  nrore  with  propriety,  and 
the  interest  of  the  country, 'to. employ  a  force 
against  which  no  objection  could  be  made,*  anid 
respecting  which  no  one  could  be  mistakea  1  He 
thought  it  would.  .     ; 

•  It  appeared  to  Jiim  that  the  General  Govern'^ 
nvetat  had  power  to  call  out, the  militia,  hi  th^ 
tbtee  cases  melitiotfed^ih  the  Constitution  only;, 
and  no  one  ^an  say  this  volunteer  corps  is  a  teg-, 
olar  force,  because  its  offieersard  to  be  appointed 
by  the  governments  of  the  several  States.  It  is; 
tlrerefo^e,  essentially  a  mtlitia  force,  land  cannot 
be  employed  beyond  the  Iknits  of  the  United 
States.  lie  had  not,  however,  formed  Hn  opiikion 
entirely  satisfactory  to  himself;  but  he  #as  in- 
clined, to  befieve  this  force  could  not  be  employed 
in  a  foreign  war.  If  it  can,  the  {iower  most ,  be 
derived  constructively  from  some  other  clause  of 
the  Constitution. 

Under  the  authority  giv^n  to  repel  invasion,  he 
aapposed*  these  volottteers  might  cross  the  boun- 
dary line  in  driving  .off  an  enemy  who  had  in- 
vaded the  country.    But,  it  has  been  contended 


by  the  gentleman  from  Soiiith  Carolina  (Mr. 
CHBrEs)  that  the  sovereign  power  given  to  Con^ 
gress  to  declare  war,  includes  in  it.the  power  of 
using  the  whole  physical  force  of  the  Govern*^ 
ment  for  this  purpose.  But  this  is  a  doctrine  of 
covstfiiction,  and  he  w^l  recollected  the/expres*- 
sion  of  a  venerable  gentleman,  who  now- holds  an 
eminent  place  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  that, 
'^it  was  belter  not  to  execute  a  positive  power 
fflven  by  the  Gonstitutjon,  than  to  force  one  of 
doubtful  construction."  The  Bank  of  4he  United 
States  had  its  origin  in  cons'truction,  and  so  had 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws }  and  if  this  doctrine 
of  construction  was  to  be  extended,'  in  the  man- 
ner contended  for,  from  the  power  |^ivea,to  Con- 
gress to  make  war,  Cdngi^ss  would  become  om- 
i^ipotent.  There  would  be  no  it«Htation  to  its 
powers.        , 

Mr.  G.  said,  in  construing' the  Constitution,  ^e 
ou^ht  to  f xamine  its  several  parts,  and  not  give 
one  part  of  it  a  construotion  that  will  destroy 
other  parts.  Every  part,  must  hilv^  given  to  it  its 
proper  force  ajid  meaning,  and  no  more.  ^  Con* 
gress  ^hall  have  power  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies.^^  Where  is  the  ^  necessity,  therefore,  .  of 
resorting  to  cobstruction  for  more  power?  If 
they  have  troops  and  .money,  these  are.s^iffieient 
for  carrying  on- war. 

'  But,  It  seems,  we  are-  to  go  to  war,  not  .with 
the  means  given  to  u^  by  the  Constitution^  but  hy 
means  of  a  volunteer  force, -a  milita  force,  a  State 
force,  over  w^htch  Cooffress  has  no  proper  control, 
except  in  certain. specified  cases.  Indeed,  if  this 
corps  were  to  be  marched  under  the  authority  of 
Congress,  the  States  would  have  the  power  o£ 
disbanding  them  whenever  they  thought  proper, 
by  revoking  the  commisssions  oi  their  officers. 
This  would  place  the  United  Sutes  in  a  sit- 
uation which  was  never  contemplate  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution.  They  meant  that 
Congress*  should  paake  war  with  troops  of  their 
own  raising,  and  which  should  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  officers  appointed  by  the  Execative. 

'Mr. G.  said  he  should  vote  for  this bill^  because, 
though  he  considered  tne  ibrce  in  the  light  of  'a 
milina  force  only,  it  would  leave  the  whole  of 
the  army  at  liberty  to  march  against  the  enemy. 
But  he  had  no  expectation  that  the  additional 
troops.  Would  be'  raised  in  time.  The  first  onset 
ought  to  be  made  #itb  foiunteers,  to  be  seconded 
by  the  regulat  force  of  the  country'. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  with  m6<^ing  an  ainendment 
to  strikeout  the  s^eood^section  of/ the  bill. 

The  SPGAKaa  declared  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  adding  that  the  gentleman  might  come  at 
his  object  by  voting  against  the  btil. 

Mr.  Smiub  aigreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  in  one  things  that  this  foroe  must  be  re- 
lied on  in  the  first  instanee,  and  he  was,  there- 
fore, "in  favor  of  it.^  But  the  question  is,  now, 
whether  we  shall  have  a  regular  force  of  seventy- 
fire  thousand  inen,  or  if  fihy  thousand  pf  them 
shall  be  volonteers  ?  *  He  had  voted  affiinst  the 
proposition  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  Sie  States, 
because  he  did' not  wish  the  House  to  decide  that 
question  at. present.    But  the  geatlemaa  from 
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Virginia  says  the.  States  might  ^eJtbdraw  these 
troops  at  a  critical  momept.  Can  the  gentlemaa 
suppose  such  a  state  of  thiugs?  vDoes  he  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  GoT^eroRient  under  which 
we  act?.  All  power  is  fn  the  people*  We  can 
neither  raise  mep,  hor  go  to  ,war  without  .thjsir 
consent ;  and  if  it  should  ever  happen  that  a  war 
should  be  eom  minced  coplrary  to  the.  opinions  of 
the  State  governments,  or  the  people,  it  would 
have  (0  be  abandjoned  in  disgrac^. 

Mr.  BLEecKER.^Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  prepared 
to  Totefor  the  bill  on  Our  table.  Ab  it  is. now. 
fjramed,  it  seems  to  be  wholly  free  from  the  Con- 
stitutional ^uestfon  which  has  been  discussed  here 
fpr  some  da)  s.  But  as  it  appears  from^  the  obser- 
vations Just  now  made  by  the  gentlemaa  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Guolson,)  that  our  votes  oa  this 
bill  will  still  have  reference  to  that  question  j  and 
as  I  do  not  perceive  that  they  will  show  oil r  in- 
dividual ikppressions  on  a  subject  of  so  much  ka- 
portance  and  interest,  I  avail  inyself  of  this  occa- 
sioQ,  to  express  my  disapprobation  ofthe  doctrioe 
which.has  been  maintained  with  great  ability  and 
ingenuity  respec tin j[  the  power  of  this  GK)vecn«- 
Qient  over  the  militifL — a  power^  utterly  iiicom- 
patible'wiih  the  design  and  prominent  features  of 
the  Oonsiiiution-:-a  pow^r,  compared  with  which 
the  horrors  of  the  French  conscription  are  mercy, 
and  .dreadful  a?  the ievies en  masse  of  those  whom 
we  call  tyrants  of  Europe.  When  the  existence 
of  such  a  power  in  the  General  Government  isseri' 
opsly  contended  for,  and  when  it  is  stated  on  this 
floor  that  it  is  believed  thatahe  Chief  Magistrate 
of. , the  United  Suites  is  of  opinion  that  such  a 
power  is  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  it  eertain^ 
ly  behooves  Us  to  express  o^r  sentiments  respect- 
ing it. 

When  thfi  gentleman  from  South.. Carolina, 
(Mr.  Cbgvbs,)  dn  Saturday,  contended  for- this 
power,  my  faculties  were  for  a  moknenteonfoand- 
ed  by  the  novelty  and  strangeness  of  the  doctrine, 
the  talent  and  ingenuity  w^ih  which  it  was^irged, 
and  the  high  authority  which  was  supposed  to  be 
\n  favor  of  a.  T^e  knowledge  of  the  most  fami* 
lifir  maxims,  principles,  and  rules  of  construction 
iWled  me;  and-  to  di^over  whether  I  bad  com- 
pletely misunderstood  the  provisions  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  t^he  point  ia 
question^  I  left  the  Hou^-e  during  the  4ehate  to 
examine  the  valuable  commeiitary.onit,  of  which 
it  has  been  justly  aod  elegantly  said  that  *'it  comr 
presses  the.  wisdpm  of  ages,  and  pours  original 
light  OQ'  the  scit^nce  of  gbveramenV'  But  in  the 
letters  of  FvbHus  I  could  and  nothjing  jike  thisr 
new  exposition.  After  a  little  reflection,  however, 
on  what  had  been  urged,  no  argument  was  left 
on  my  mind  in  support  of  this  strange  docuine, 
but  the  argument  ak  vereamd^^Tn—d^n^  (haautho- 
rity  alid  influence  of  name  and  talent. 

I  hardly  know,  sir,  how  to  make  .an  argument 
on  such  a  subjedt.  -It  fs  so  pldin  to  my  m4ml,  that, 
but  ior  the  singular  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Ch£ves,)  1  should  have  supposed  it 
utterly  unsi^sceptible  of  discussion. 

B.ut  what  is  the  ground  on  which  he  relies  1 
He  says  Cpagress  have  the  pow.er  to- declare  war) 


thttt  this  power  is  qational  and  sovereign  in  its 
nature,  that  it  involves  all  the  cogsequcnces  of 
warf  and  the-nieans  of  cacryjng  it  on. 

Xiet  us,  for  a  moment,  look  at  the  Constitution. 
Is  not  itr  prominent  feature  a  delegation  by  the 
States  or  by  the  people  of  8pecifi,c  powers  to  the 
General  Government,  fo^r  the  purppsc  of  effecting 
the  ends  ana  objects  of  the  confederation  ?  These 
powers  are  clearly  and  precisely  defined.  In  re- 
lation to. the  subjeot  before  us,  we  have  first,  the 
power  to  deciare^.war.  And  what  does  this  eon- 
letl  .purely,  noihiog  more  than  the  rieht  to  de- 
termine the  question  of  war  or  peace,  Jt  was  in- 
tended that  thil^  sbould  be  a  matter  of  nadoBaL 
concern,,  that  no  State  should  individoally  engage 
in  war.  but  that  a  subject  of  such  imporunee  and 
general  interest  sEoiIld  belong  to  <the  Legislatore 
of  the  Union.  The  terms  of  this  grant, of  power 
do  not  include  the  meauf  or  mpde  of  carrying  on 
war.  yor  t bis  there  are  other  distinct  precise* 
powers.  They  immediately  follow  the -power  to 
declare  war.  What  are  they? 
To  raise  and  support  armies,  d^ ; 
To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ; 
To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regiila<«  , 
tion  of  the  land  an/1  naval  forces.  ^  ! 

Next  comes  the  power —  . 
To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  oC  th>  Unioh,  suppress  insarreetions, 
and  repel  invasions. 

.The  means  of  carrying  on  the  war, are  ^press-       j 
ly  and  directly  granted,  and, of  cpnsequeaee  can-       | 
not  be  included  in  the  power  to  declare  war.    This 
would  be  inconsistent  with  every  rule  of  interpre- 
tation and  the  whole  oomfdexipn  of  the  Consiitu 
tion.    Why,  attempt  to  get  .anything  by  implica- 
tion ?    Why  resort  to  construction,  where  yoo 
have  an  e:|ipress  grant  of  pov^er. 

The  .only  power  granted  witli  respect  to  the 
'  use  you  cjAA  make  of  the -militia  fok*  warlike  pur- 
poses is,  to  4)rovide  for  exiling  them  out  io  repel 
invasion.  .Ydu  have  tko  powers,  sir,  but  those  del- 
egated-*aU  others  are  reserved  to  the  people  or 
the  Stai^.  With.respect  to  the  militia,  you  have 
no  power  But  to  call  them  out  toexecate  the  laws 
of.the  Union,  suj>press  insurrections,  and  repd  in- 
vasions. Voo  can  coR^mand  their  servioes  in  no 
other  cases,  'for  you  have  no  po.wer  but  what  ts 
expressly  granted.  The  jright  to  use  tiie  militia, 
ahd  to  march  .them  ou,t  of  the  United  States  fof 
th^  purpose  ofactive^  ofiensive  war,  is  not  grant- 
ed—therefore you  have  no  such  righu  Can  aof- 
thing  in  the  world  be  plainer  ?  It  requires  mo  ar« 
gument.    He  that  runs  may  read  it. 

Reference  has  been  'made  to  the  diacosttoa  on 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  lAie  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  That  subject  affords  me  aa 
iliusttationof  thesubjectnow  under  debate,  which, 
if  it  is  understood,  1  think  must  be  satisfactory. 
U  Was  contended  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank, 
that  the  Federal  Government  was  sovereign  as  to 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  institnted,  sod  that 
a  sovereign  power  includes  a  right  to  all  the  means 
applicable  to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  which 
the  power  Was^  given.  The  Biknk  was  supposed 
to  be  one  of  these  means*    But^sir.  aappose  that 
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among  the  powers  of  Congr^s&eattmerated  ra  the 
CoDstitutiop,  ti^ere  bad  been  a  power,  to  incorpor- 
ate,a  bank  for  a  specific  aDt(  limited  purpose, 
would  Congress  bave  bad  the  power,  to  institute 
a  bank  for  any  other,  purpose  than  that  specified  1 
Certainly  not,«tj^;  there  could  have  been  no.de^ 
bate  about  such  a  question.  *The>case  .sCtpposed 
and  tii^  one  before  us  are  pierfeotly  parallel.  Coii-' 
ffress  tirould  have  had  power  to  incorporate  a  bank 
tot  the  specific  purpose^  but  could  not  h'^ve,  estab- 
lished any  other  b%ak,  fyt  anV  other  purpose,  or 
with  a  sphere  of  oper^liondiflerent  from  that  pre- 
scribed. So  here,  they  'can  require  the  service  of 
the  militia  ia  (he  tliree  specified  cases,  add.  in  ao 
other.  '/  ■  ,-     .     ^ 

But  another  consideration  is  pressed  with  great 
confidence.  It  is  said  tha-t  the  power  given  taCon.- 
gress  by  the  Cfonstitulion,  ^'  to  provide  for  calling 
out  the  aiilitia  to  eiecute  ^e  laws  of  theUnioh*, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  reppl  invasions,^'  l^as 
reference  ,to  a  slate  of .  |Vsaoe ;  that  the  invasion 
of  our  territo/y  does,  not  hec/essarily  aQppoee  it 
state  of'Wax^  and  that  writers  oh  national  and  pub- 
lic law.  speak  of  invasion  as  an  event  distinct 
from  war.  I  have  not  had  an  opporljunity  to  eip- 
atnine  books  on  the  subject ;  but  to  me,  inva&lbfi, 
the  term  used  in  the  Constitqtion,*is  a  plain  Eog- 
iish  wordr  It  is  possible  that  a  hostile  incursion 
on  our  territory  mty  noi  always  amount  to  or  .be 
coincident  with  a  siat^  of  war  j  but  invasion  must 
in  most  instaocfs  %mount  to  war.  Is  it  not  in  it- 
self irt  almo9t,ev^ry  instance  a  positive  unequivo- 
cal act  of  war?  It  is  not,  howeverj  enough  for 
the.hoooiable  gentlemfin  to  show  that  invasion 
may  exist  without  war.  To  bear' him  out  in  this 
part  of  his. argument  he  must  satisfy ^us  that  in- 
vasion is  jaecessarily  and  always  a,n  event  distinct 
from^waj;  lor  if  it  miay  be  coincident  with  war, 
if  it  ^aa  in  any  case  be  itself  an  act  of  war^  then 
the  Constitution  has  provided  that  rn  that  event 
of  a  war  the  militia  may 'be  called  out  ^  and  hav- 
ipg  .provided  A>r  that  particular  case.  Congress  can 
have  no  ^ighjl  to  call  them  otit  for  any  other  war-* 
like  purpose.  Thiapart  of  the  argument  on  the 
other  side,  therefore  wholly  fails. 

The  power  contended  for»  is.  certainly  ineonsls- 
teDt  with  the  design-  of  the  iramers  of  the  Consti- 
tation.  It  was  iiiteQded  that,  the  States  should 
reserve  to  themselves  (except  in  the  three  catses 
specified)  the  militia,  as  their  own  peculiar  mili- 
tary force.  This  was  wise;  and  it  is  happy  for^ 
us  that  the  Constitution  is  so  framed.  A  regolarr 
army  alone  is  fit  for  active  ofiensivei  war.  The. 
luilitia  may  be  useful  in*  repelling  spdden  inya-. 
sioQs;  they  may  he- the  best  force  for  suppressing 
insurrections,  and  entorcing  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  because  they  are  less  odious  to  the  people 
thaa  regular  troops.  ]$ut,  sir,  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly iacoavenient,  as  wallas  incompatible  with  the 
priociples  of. the  Constitution,  th^it  the  Qeneral 
Crovernment  should  carjry  on  warty  means  of  the 
militia.  The  commissions  of  the  officers  depend 
OQ  State  authoriCy-pthey  may  expire  to- d^iy  or  to-^ 
morrow — jK>n  know  not  when;  and  wheij  you 
were  out  on  an  important  expedition  with  jrour 
militia  arftxy,  the  authority  of  its  officers  might 
ISth  Con.  1st  Sess.— 25 


There  is  another  objection — the  Constitu* 
tion  provides^  that  all  officers  wh&serve  the*Uni« 
ted  States,  (except  in.  the  three  cas^  in  which 
the  militia  may  be  called  out,)  ^hall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  and  Senate;  but  if  the  exposition 
now  urged' be' just,  and  the  militia  maybe  used 
for  the  purpose  of  offensive  war,  the  United  States 
would  have  officers  in  their  service,  in  their  wars, 
i;bt  appointed  by  the  authority  to  which  the  Coa- 
stitutipn  has  givea  the  rip^ht  of  appointment.  .  It 
was  wisely  provided  that  the  President  and  Ben- 
ate  shduld  be'  responsible  for  the  charac.ter  and 
qualifications  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
But,  sir,  the  construction  now  set  up,  would^  in 
this  respect, ' defeat  this  wholesome.' provision. 
This  construction,  sir,  is  to.me  entirely  new.  The 
opponents  of  the  Constitution  were  alarmed  by 
the  power  enabling  Qongressto  call  out  the  mili- 
tia, for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Constittt- 
tion.  They  coippiained  that  it  was  very  hard 
that  Congress  should  have  the  power  to  order  the 
militia  fr.om  one  extremity,  of  the  Qnioir  to  the 
other,to  execfilte  the. laws  .or  suopresS  insurreo- 
tions.  But,  I  believe  that  noKhe-least  blot  of  the 
poWer.to  cull  them  our  for  the4>urp08e.'of  ofien* 
sive  or  foreign  war.  caa  be  found  in  any  of  the 
debates  or.  (iditical  writings  which  the  Constitii- 
Uon  occasioned.        .»  .  '  '•  \' 

I  was  mqch  instructed,  yesterday  by  the-  judi- 
cious ebservatiops.madeon  this  subject  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (iVir.14AC0N^)  He 
supposes,  if  I  undei^stand  him  correctly,  that  the 
Unitad  Slates  may  obtain^  the  service  ot  th.^  mili« 
tia  by  an<.  agreement  with  the  States.  He  says 
that  the  States  o(i  .entering  into  the  confederacy- 
surrendered  no  powers  but  those  expr^y  grant- 
ed to  the  General  Ooveinment. «  Before  the  bon- 
federation,  they  bad  the  right  to. use  the  n^ilitia 
as  they  pleased;  aoid  iherefore  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman suggest^  that  the  States  may  novv  <K)m- 
bine  with  the  United  States  in  carrying  od  a  war, 
and,  by  a  compact  between  tltem,  the  militia  ma  v. 
serve  in  the  war.  This,  sir,  may  be  so.  I  will^ 
however,  submit,  whether  the  existence  of  the 
States  in  their  political  capacity,  can  he  reco^ 
nised  at  all  for  any  q{  the  purposes  of  war..  Are 
they  not  ii)  that  respect  annihilated. 

There  was,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  bill  op  our 
table,  by  which  a  volunteer  corps  was  to  be  rais- 
ed, whose  officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 
RresidenL  The  gentlemaA  from  Souih  Carolina 
(Mr.  Cheves)  seemed  to  think  that  bill  Uncon* 
stituUonaly  and  read  from  Judge  Tucker's  Notes 
on  Blackkone's  Commentaries,  an  opinion  by 
which  a  similar  lawpassed  in  1798,  is  pronounced 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  \  may  err,.sjr, 
for  I  dm  sensible  of  the  value  of  Judge  Tucker's 
Commentary,  te  the  American  lawyer  and  states- 
man, but  1  must  be  permitted  to  think  sue  ha  law' 
perfectly  Constitutional;  as  the  troops  raised  by 
]t  would  be  officered  by  the  President,  they  would 
be  part  of  the  regular  army.  This  note  of  Judge 
Tucker  was  probably  written  hastily,  and  with- 
out '  much  consideration.  The-  volunteer  torps 
contemplated  by  the  present  bill,  however,  will 
be  a  (liere  militi^.  -  As  such,  I  vote  for  ir.     . 


771 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


772 


H.  OF  EL 


VchaUeer  Corp», 


J-ANUABT,  1812 


Mr.  Rodman  knoyed  to  amend  the  bill,  bjr  add- 
ing the  word  mUiiia,  so  ta  to  read  9ciunt^r  mUh 
tiaforce,    ^      .^    .      ; 

Mr.  PiFiDLET.— Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  opposed" to 
the  motioQ  of  my  eoIleap;ue, '  ^Mr.,  Rodman.)  to 
insert  the  term  militia  into  this  &I1.  It  is  not 
u^ed  in  either  the  biH  or  in  the  title  by  tKe  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relatiojis,  nor  ought'  it  to  be 
introduced.  The  militia,  tinder  difierebt  names 
in  different  eonntriesi  ups  such  inhabitants  as  are 
always  objiged,  for  the  general  protectiop,  to  obey 
the  call  of  the  GoreraMent  miaide' according  to 
law,  or  to  be  punished  for  not  doing  so. .  They  do 
not  serve  fis  roluvteers,  but  are  under  anindisjpen- 
sable  obligatron.  This  prlndtpie  arises,  from  the 
taw  of  nature,  under  which  it  is  every  ftian^s  doty 
to- protect 'himself;  on  entering  into  political' so-^ 
ciety,be  hasa  right  to  the  prQtecXion  of  the  society. 
To  contribute  to  this  protection,73very,  member  of 
the  society  is-dnder  a  moral  ob(i£^tion  to  do^tt  in 
the  maptier  prescribed  by  law.  This  law  consti- 
tutes what  ita  this  counti'y  and  m  Britain  is  called 
ainilitia,  lU'  France  a  conscription,  and  in  other 
natiotis by  other  names;. but  in  all* nations,  it  is 
tbully  distinct  from  roion'teers^  All  mei^  who 
enlist  of  their  own  free  will  into  a  regular  army, 
are  volunteers  in  doing  so.  la  Britain,  it  is  vol- 
unteers that  are  by  the  recruiting  officers  invited 
at  the  drute-head.  to  enlist.  The  only  difference 
between  the  regular  army  directed  to  be  raises!, 
and  the.  volunteers  proposed  in  the  billj  is  the  dif- 
ference in  the  terms  on,  find  time  for,  which  they 
engage';  but  when  they  are  called  into  service 
agreeable  to  thefr  voltjntary  epgag^ments,  they 
are  both  qualified  Tor  every  purpose  of  war,  and 
they  are  equally  distinct  from  mrlitia. 
'  Mr.^  Speaker,  I  had  made  up^ my  mind  to  vote 
for-  the  bill,  though  I  wouM  have  preferred  that 
Which  has  been  laid  aside  as  the  simple  and  best 
suited  to  the  object  proposed.  Presuming  that 
the  ehoic'e  of  their  own  officers  isachajracten^tic 
difference  between  tbe  rolunteers  and  the  enlisted 
.regiments,  the  signiag  of  commissions  Is  little 
more  than  matter  of  form,-  but  if  necessary  fdrm^; 
a  it  even'atiswered  no  other  purpose,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  procure  suitable  treatment  and  exchanse 
to  such  officers  as  n^ay  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
taken;  and  even  for  this  ..purpose,  their  being 
signed  by  the  President  would  be  most  conve- 
nient ;  but,  whether  the  officers  be  com  mission  (ed 
by  the  .President  or  the  States,  ^  soon  as  the 
Toliinteera  bring  themselves  under  the' engage- 
ments proposed  in  the  bill,  they  are^  no  longer  a 
militia,  but  are  |is  much  t}ualified  for  the  service 
so  much  spoken  of,  as  the  regular  troop.  It  is 
with  this  view  that  I  will  vote  for  the  bill.  •  So 
many  doubls  have^been  started  on  the  floor  of  the 
Twwer  of  Congress  to  employ  the  militia  out  of 
nhe  Territories  of  the  United  States,  that  it  may 
be  improper  to  attempt  it.  Admitting  ais  an 
amendment  the  term  ^'  militia,"  could  not  make 
the  volunteers,  when  ..engaged,  to  be  such. '  Th< 
militia,  as  denned  by  the  militia  law,  still  remain 
liable  to  the  call  of  the  United  States,' or  of  the. 
individual  Stales,  either  in  classes  or  in  mass, 
as  occasion  may  r^uire.    The  volunteers  pro* 


p09ed  by  the  bill,  I  taka  to  be  intended  to  aid  the 
more  permanent  army,  or  to  supf^ly  the  wane  of 
it  for  internal  defenae,  or.oflensive  operations,  as 
the  ease  may*  reqaire.  Tlitir  volantary  engage- 
ment distinguishes  them  from  tbe  miiiti^,  but 
jToes  Hot  divest  tbem  of  their  patriotism. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed,  that  it  is  the  dutjr  of 
'the  President  to  comniunicaie,  froih  time  to  time, 
to  Congress,  sufth  measoreaas  hevShaii  judge ne- 
oessary  and  expedient';  ahd  at  the  openmg  of  the 
present  session.'heJ^ad  recommeojdea  to 'Congress 
to  put  the-^tton  into  a  warlike  attltode;  to  fill 
up' tbe  present  militia  ^tablishmeot ;  to  raise  ten 
thousand  additional  troops.  ^  Congress  jias  not 
pnly  fiUed  up  the  old  establtshment,  but  raised 
twenty-five'  tboiKand  additional  men.  He  be- 
lieved the  bill  before  the  Hoi^se  necessary,  a^  it 
will  1>e  a  means  of  bringing  fori^ra^d  men  frooi 
thenoiilitia  who  can  most  conveniently  leave  their 
hofnes;  ao  donbt-they  wi^l  be  considered  as  wiA- 
Onteers  for  the  internal  dmnce  of  the  country, 
•under  the  provision- of  the  Constitution. 
.  He  should  be  alarmed  tft  the  idea  of  raising  a 
regular  force  of  eighty-five  thon^ttd  med,  when 
the  Blzeeqtive  had  only  asked  for  ten  thousand. 
The  House  was  told  the  spirit  of  the  Datlon  was 
up.  He  believed  the  people  Wished  the  ^untry 
td  be  put  in  a  posture  of  defence — in  a-situatioa 
prepared  for  waV.  He  should  have  beea  willing 
to  Vote  for  raising  ten-thousand  additional  troops, 
though  he  voted  against  twenty-five  thousand; 
and  he  certainly  should  Dot  now  think  of  adding 
flCty  thousand  n^ore  to  those  Already  granted; 
andif  the'appointment  of  the  officers  were  to  be 
placed  in  the  President,  these  volunteers  would 
be  nothing  different  from  regulars,  Bj(cepr  as  to 
tbe  term  of  service ;  and'  if  Ae  bill  were  to  be 
passed  in  this  form,  this  volunteers  Would  not  be 
got;'the  men  would  be  willing  to'  engage  toef- 
ecrute  the  laws,  suppress  insurreetiops,'and  repel 
invasions,  but  not  in  a  foreign  conquest. 

•Respecting  the  right  of  the  Ceneral  Govern- 
ixrept  to  send  -these  volunteers  out  of  the  United 
Sutes,  under  the  btfl  as  it  now  stands,  the  ques- 
tion h^d  been  so  fully  discussed  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary to  add  another  word  to  what  had  been 
said.  It  was,  to  him,  a 'perfectly  new  idea  that 
Congress  had  any  such  power  ^  and  it  Was  an 
idea  which  he  could'  not  believe  had  the  least 
fOui)datiqn  in  the  Constitution.'    ' 

Mr.  Aodmain's  amendment  was  nmciv^d. 
'  Mr.  Baoon  moved  that  the  word  « fifty"  be 
struck  out  of  tbe  bill,  and  "  twenty"  inserted  in 
its  place.  •  He  was  of  opinion  with  those  gentle- 
men who  cdbsider  this  forc^  as  a  ^ilhia  force, 
^nd  competent  for  domestic  purposes  only,  siich 
as  arfe  mentioned  in  the  Constitution. '  He  thought 
twenty  thousand  men  of  this  description  .would 
be  sufficient  fqr  acting  ou/the  seaboard,  manning 
fortificiitions,  or  repellipg  a,ny  incursions  which 
may  be  made  into  the  co*untry»  '  Shoirld  this  mo- 
tipn  be  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  become  a  law,  he 
would  bring  in  anothetbill  for  raising  a  volunteer 
force  of  a  description  calculated  for  the  object 
which  all  wished  to  be  effected.  If  the  present 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  he  would  propose 
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another  in  the  third  section,  proTtding  that  this 
force  shall  apt  be  marched  out  of  the  jurisdictioa 
of  tl|e  United  States.    '     ,  ^     .    '  -     ' 

M'r.  Smtlib  hoped  the  ameodaient  woald  not 
fireyaiK  He  wished  the  bill  might ^p^' without 
amcDdtaacnt.  He  thooght  the  regular  force  al- 
ready voted  was  larger  than  Qoaldl>e  raised.  He 
hoped  the  House 'WOuld  not  add  any  more  to 
them.  * 

Mr.  Nelson  hoped  thf  .motion  of  the  genUe- 
mao  firom  Massachusetts  would  net  he  agreed  ^o, 
U  any  man  will  torn  his  eyes  tp  the  jnap  oi  thU 
Uaited  Slates,  and  observe  the  extensireoess  of 
bur  fri>ntier).he  wilLbe  satisied  that  twenty  thou-, 
sand  men  wonld  be*  an  inadequate  force  for  the' 
purpose  df  goardlng.it.  instead  of  reducing  thd 
number  of  voli)nteers,  he  had  rather  the  onmber 
should  be  one  hundred  tbousaad  than  fifty  thouh 
saad. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  ihe  third  section 
of  the  bill  would  be-ofcQectionable,  on  ther  ground 
of  its  interferilkg  with  a  power  beloitffiog  to  the 
Bxecotlve,  as  Oomiahndef^-in-Chief,  or  dire<^inff 
ihe  employment  of  these  volunteers  as  he  shaO 
deem  propen    :         ■ 

Mr.  Ordndy  thought  it  better  to  reduce'. the 
number  of  ftien  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  to  that 
which  would  be  Sufficient  for  internal  purposes. 
He  was  oT  optnion  with  those  who  considered 
the  militia  as  the  shield  of  the  several'  States ; 
and  the  army  as  the  instrument  with  which  to' 
carry  on  war.  If,  said  he;,  more  men  are  'ap- 
propriated to  internal  defence  than  are  necessary, 
It  will  betaking  so  iHanyfrom  the  effective  force 
in  tended  to  be  raised  by  another  bill  ^o  ^o  against 
Canada.  He  was  clearly  in-  favor  .of  vblunteers 
for  both  ^hese  obje<jts,  ^    . 

'The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  he 
will  rely  on  the  fifty  thousand  volunteers  propos- 
ed to  be  raised  by  the  bill  as  it -now  stands.  If 
he  could  show  that  these  men,'  or  any  pari  of 
then,  coold  be  sent  to  Canada,  he  would  rely 
upon  them  too )  but  if-  thii  could  not  be  shown, 
he  could  not  relyupoo  them.  He  was,  thdrefor^, 
for  raising  two  descriptioqs  of 'volunteers,  o&e  for 
internal  defence,  and  the  other  for  goin^  against' 
the  British  provinces.  He  was  not  afraid  of  this 
regular  force ;  they  were  to  be  engaged  for  a 
short  period  only,  and  when  that  expired,  they 
would  Te^urn  home*  Mr.  (>>  read  soqpie  extrJEtcts 
from  the  speech  of  Cok>ael  GeTorge  Nicholas,  in 
the  Virginia  Con.venti6i^,  in  •  support  of  What  he 
had  advanced. 

Mn  RANDOLPtf^  wished  to  say  a  few  wordsr 
He  trusted  the  very  few  observations  which  Ke 
had  to  makej.and  which  would  not  have  been 
made  buv  for  some  remarks  whicli  had  falten 
from  the  gentleman  from  l^ennessee,  would  not 
subject  him  to.  any  charge  of  wishing  to  obstruct 
the  pabiic  business.  After  hriving  debated  five 
days-  on  the  proposition  of 'the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relatieiis,  he  bad  thought,  when  the  vote 
was  taken  yesterday,  that  the  ground  of  debate 
was  settled ;  but  he  saw,  Ab  his  gteat  surprise, 
Without  any  object  or  foundation,  the  debate  still 
going  on  to-day  in  the  ahme  roUnd.     - 


.  I  see,  too^  said  ^e,  ft  disposition  to  diminish  the 
true  defensive  force  of  the  States-—t6.  cut  it  down, 
to  whiule  it  away,  so  soon  as  it  rs  discovered  that 
it  canuot  b^  used  for  purposes  of  aggrandizement 
and  ambilSon.  Gentiemexi  ate' willing  to  dimin* 
ish  as  much  as  you  please  thenatiohal  force, 
while  embodied  as  militin,  to  ^ive  nourishment 
to-  the  standing  ariny ;  to  dimmish  as  much  as 
possible  the.  defence  of  th"^  States,  in  order  to 
naake  their  attack  on  tjie  Britiih  provinces ;  but 
jveare.  to  rely  upon,  twenty  thousand  militia  only, 
scattered  over  our  vast  frontier,  for  protection  at 
home.   ■  .:•'.' 

.  Shall  we  be  told,  that  whilst  nhis  Rouse  is 
needy  to  vote  one  hundred  thousand  men  to  go 
against  a  foreign  province,  they  will  b^.  satisfied 
with  twenty  thousand  men  for  Our  defence?  He 
wpuld  not' even  so  much  as  insinuate  that  the 
local  situation  of  the  gentleman  Jrom  Tennessee, 
far  removed  a$  he  is  from  the>  seacoast,  had  any 
influence  upon  his  opinion  in  this  case.> 
;'  He  had  thought  jprom  the  argu^ient  ef  the  gen* 
tieman  from.  Tennessee,  who  agreed  with  hrm 
.that  tbes*e  volunteers  "Cvill  be  a  militia  force,  that 
•he  would  have  been  for  increasing,*  rather  than 
diminishing'  its  amount. .  He  had  iro  ddubt  any 
number  of  men  would  be  foundready  to  defend 
their  native  soil,  though  not  disposed  to  go  on  a 
windmill  quixotic  expedition  to  Ctuebec. 

Mr.  R.  would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, that 'before 'he  gets'  his  .voluuteers  ready  to  . 
inarch  to  Canada—ifor  God  l^aows  the^  have  had 
warniag  enough — Great  Britain  may  have  sent 
out  a  fleet  with  5,000  men  to  Halifax,  who  may, 
in  fiye  days,  reach  some,  of  tjie  most  vnlnerable 
parts  ot  our  country,  at  the-  mquth  of  the  Hud- 
Tion,  Delaware,  or  Chesapeftke,  and  do  us  incal- 
culable mischief.  Mr,  R.  said  the  President 
would  aot  dare^  because  it  would,  violate  his  duty 
to  the-nation  over  whicH  he  presides,  to  send  out 
a  militia  force  to  invade  Canada.         '   .. 

What!  sejckd  out  an  army  to  invade  a  barren, 
frozen  wilderness — a  countTy^o  help  me  God  I 
(exclaimed  Mr.  R.,^  which,  if  the  British  Minis- 
ter would  make  me  ^  present  of,  I  would  not 
acdept.'  •  / 

He  knew  that  through  the  influence  of  the 
pabiic  prints,  and  ^11  those  arts  by  which  the 
public  mind  is  wrought  upon,  .ah  effervescence 
bad  been  pr6duced  throughout  the  country  in 
&Tor  of  war  measures,  and  which  was  ready  to 
fix  an  odiam  on  all  <hQse  who  are  unwilling  that , 
the  good  people  of  these  Unjted  States  should  ^' 
involved  m  a  War. for  the  purpose  of  getting  pajh- 
session  of  a  wretched  territory^,  filled  with  tories 
and  refoge^s^  who  would  prove  a  ctirse  to  the 
Union,  hy  bringing  new  forces  aijrd 'allies  to  thal^ 
party  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  theEsser 
Jonxo.  , 

There  may  be  a  few.persons,  sai^  Mr.  R.,  who^ 
from  the  madness  of  the  times,  may  be  willing  to . 
embark  in  this  business ;,  but  he  ttusted  When  the 
victue  and  good  sense. of  the  people  came  to  re- 
flect upon  the  subject,  that  this  war-fever  would 
spbside;  He, would  venture  to  predict  thariil.six 
months  the  whole  would  vani^*       <    , 
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Mr.  R.  was  surprised  at  the  process  which  this 
bill  had  gone  through.  When  be  heard  of  so 
many  references  to  the  Constitution  and  other 
aothoriti^,  it  had  the  appearance  of  An  attelnpt 
to  find  a  flaw  in  an  indictraent^or, for  a  high  fee, 
of  a  set  of  lawyers  endeavoring,  to  pick  a  hole  in 
some  honest  man's  will. 

He  had  hoped  we  should  -hare  had  other  expo- 
aitions  of  national  law  than  such  as  had  gone 
forth.  He. concurred  in  opinion  with  those  gen- 
tlemen who  consider  the  militia  as  the  true  de* 
fence  of  tne  respective  States  "and  the  people,  not 
only  against  foreign  invasions,  but  against  the 
usurpations  of  the^Qeneral  Government.  That 
the' mi liria  could  be  sent  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  war,  never  ente^'ed  into 
the  minds  of  George  Mason,  Patrick  Hepryj 
JiUnes  Madison,  nor  into  the  mind  of  any  other 
eminent 'friend  Of-  enemy  of  the  Constitution.* 

If  the  doctrine  of-  thje  gentleman  froni  South 
Carolina  .(Mr.  Cbevbs)  were  to  be  acted  upOn, 
and  the  best  part'of  the  militia.were  to  be  oarrred 
oat  of  the  Unhed  States,  those  ^h4t  were  Left 
mijB^ht  not  be  able  to  stand  against  an /aspiring 
chief  who  might  arise  out.  of  a  standing  army; 
and  OUT  Government,  which  has  in  it  ft  constant 
tendency  towards  hereditary  monarchy,  or  rather 
absolute  despotism,  might  thus  be  crushed  and 
overturned.  T,his,  said  Mr.  R.,  proves  the  natu* 
lal  death  of  every  Government.  Ambition  may 
be  kept  down  for  a  while  by  the  throne  being  oc- 
cupied by  a  King  Log  or  a  King  Stork';  butknake 
a  military  despot,  and  you  have  no  countervai4ing 
force.  You  slumber  on  the  calm  of  despotism.. 
Create  a  Government  how  you  will,  a  wise  man 
baa  said,  some  artful  men  will  uniformly  obtain 
the  direction  of  it,  and  -peirpetuate  •it  to  them- 
selves and  their  families.-  And  ihefe  exists  in 
this  Government, as  there  existed  in  the  Consular 
Government  of  Rome,  and  the  popular  Govern- 
ment of  Athens,^a  predisposition  to  ehange  its 
nature;  and  it  is  only  by  a  saluatary«heck  that 
liberty  can  be  perpetuated.  What  is  this  check? 
Is  it  paper?  No;  it  ia  power;  the  only  thing 
which  can  qoaltfy  it.  You 'may  cover  whole 
skins  of  parchment  with  liipitations,  but  power 
mlone  can  limit  power. 

Mr,  R.  toid,  that,  the  great  and  good  man  on 
whom  the .  destinies  of  this  country  depended 
more  than  upon  any  other;  never  thought  of  this 
BOwer  of  sending  ^e  militia  out  of  the  country. 
This  question  was  never  started  in  h-is  tfme;  -And 
he  desired  gentlemen^  to  look  again  throuf^h  the 
Tolome  which  ^ad  been  idtroduced,  of  the  De- 
bates in  the  Virginia  Convention^ on  the  Co&sti- 
tntion,  ^nd  they  would  find  nothing  said  of  this 
Bondeseript  teriium  ^id  kind  of  force  of  volun- 
teers officered  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  Constitution  knows  only  two  kinds 
of  force^ah  ai^my  and  a  militia. 

We  know  what  armies  are.  We  know  that 
this  volunteer  corps,  which,  is  wished  by  the  s^en- 
tleman  from  l^ennessee  to  be  sent  out  vf  the  Uni» 
ted  States,  cannot  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
regular  army.  Public  jealousy  would  not  be  ea^ 
cited  in  the  same  -  degree,  in  respect  to  it    It 


would  remain  among  us  without  any  distrusL  like 
so  many  spies  upon  the  whole t;ountry,  until  the 
Presidential  fiat  should  call  them  forth  like  tbe 
pien  of  Cadmus. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  service  of  these  vol- 
unteers may  be  accepted  in  companies  and  brig- 
ades, so  that  some  of  the  States  may  be  deprived 
of  thenr  natural  defence.  He  would  name  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  instance.  No  State  would 
be  more  exposed  to  be  depredated  opon,  than  the 
gallant  lixtle  Stale  of  Delaware.  Suppose  this 
State  should,  make  a  tender,  of  ten,  or  twenty 
thousand  men ;  and  TiAiist  tlhey  are  marching  in 
search  of  foreign  conquest,  their  own  hposes  should 
be  burOt  over  the^ieads  of^  their  wive^and  chil- 
dren!   Would  this  be  borne?    .. 

But,  perlMips,  it-  will,  be  said  that  the  President 
of  ihe  .United  States  would  have  the  praderice  not 
to  accept  of  the  service  of  so  many  mea  fromoie 
Sta'te-^that  he  will  make  a  judieioos  seleetioo. 
It  Is  here,  that  the  eloVen  foot. of  this  monstrous, 
this  anomalous,  nondescript  force,  begins  to  show 
itself»  It  gives  to  the  Presiident  of  the  doited 
States  the  power  to  irally  around  his  peison  an 
eflfective  disciplined  force,  coinmanded  by  officers 
particularly  attached  to  his -person,  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  thousand  inen,  drawa  from  difierent  paru 
of  the  Union.  Could  a  project  be  Revised  better 
calctilated  to,  enable  an  aspiring,  ambitious  Presi- 
dentj  to  overturn  the  Constitution  of  thiseoantrj  ? 
Is  it  not  the  same  kind  of  force  tbat  Aaron  Burr 
(he  asked  pardon  for  mentioning  his  name,  for 
misfortune  is  entitled  to  respect)  emploved — mer- 
cenaries, who  hired  themselves  for  a  few  doUars 
or  l^oggins  of  gin^  .to  execute  the  orders  of  their 
chifefi  If  he  were,  however,  to  have  a  master,  it 
mattered  kittle  to  him  who  he  was.  Figuae  to 
yourselves,  said  Mr^  R.,  in  place  of  the  preseat 
Chief  Magistrate,  an  .ardent,  aspiring,  ambitfoos 
character  in  the  Presidential  chair,  with  a  Swart- 
woiit  or  a  BoUman  for  his  military  chief;  heaskcd 
whet-her  the  liberties  of  the  country,  in  such  a  sit- 
uation, would  be  safe?  They  certainly  would 
n'Ot^  He  would  sooner  give  the  Goveramest 
twenty-five'  thousand  more  regulars,  than  the 
nondescript  force  proposed. 

We  held  up  our  hands  against  the^priaeiple  of 
raising  armies  in  former  times*  We  had  net  then 
Oonstrued  the  -Gonstitntion  to  our  own  purpose. 
This  force  is  precisely  of  that,  kind  of  which  a 
President  of  the  description  which  he  had  men- 
.  tinned  would  wtsb  to  be  possessed  ;  and  if  it  he 
thought  impossible  that  such  a  charaOter  aJiooid 
ev^r  get  to  the  chair,  We  must  have  given  ap  all 
our  views  of  human  nature.  Such  a  man.  with 
such  a  force;  would  find  no  difficulty  oC  lurnlng 
you  out  of  this  Hall  and  Qxing  his  heel  anon  yoor 
neck.  And  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  sock  aa 
army,  must  be  a  greater  'boasler  than  any  nuta 
ought  to  be,  less  versed  inpoUtical  and  mihtary 
tactics  than  can  well  be  supposed,  if  he  does  not 
conclude  his  Canadian  campaign  by  stepping  into 
yonder  hou^e.  [Pointing  to  thb  residence  of  the 
President.]  •  •    .  ', 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  examined,  .with  some  atten- 
tion, the  opinions  expressed  by  gentlsj^ien  oa  both 
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sides  (Ofth^questioo  in  the  YirginimCoBTentidh, 
He  foui^d  Hot  only  no  trac6  of  the  power,  lately 
attempted  to.ke  5et  up  in  this  House,  but  he  found 
similar  fears  expressed  to  those  which  -he  ^tef- 
tained  of  a  «mndiog  force  and  4. military  chief. 
£Mr.  H*  Quoted  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  George  Ma- 
son and  others,  delivered  in  the  Virginia  Gonren- 
tion,  on  the  Constitution, In >confirmdtionW  what 
he' had  advanced;  and  concluded,  with  a  h'ope 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas*' 

sachusetts  would  not  V^^"*]   •   ,  ^\ 

(fr.  .Bacon  proposed  to  vary  his  motion  from 
twenty  to  twenty ^fi^ve. thousand  men.  As  it  was 
only  three  dayssince  the. House  had  passed  a  law 
for  raising  twenty-five  thdusand'  rejrdiar  troops,  he 
hoped  they  should  not  so  soon  have  been  engaged 
Ir  anv.  plan  •'for  putting  them  down.  Wfa^n  we 
shall  have  no  further  occasion /or  theiq..i^vota  of 
Congress .  can  pat  them  down,  in  the  same  'way 
that  they  were  raised.  He  wished  the  present 
force,  to  aid  the  army  in  the  inlernal  defence  of 
the  country.      *    '     • 

Mr..WinGBRT  was  opposedto  this-am^endment. 
It  was  with  reluctance  that  he  at  any  time  disa- 
g^reed  with  his  colleague >;  but  there^is  no  man 
who  does  not  «ome*^imes  get  wrong.  ' 

If  the  gentleman  had  oohsidered  that  We  have 
a  seaeoast  of  nearly  two  thoq^anB  miles,  he  would 
scarcely  have  wished  to  redu^  the  tiQjniber  of  the^e 
Tolunteers;  and  why  should  they  be^  reduced? 
They  will  be  no  expense  until  they  are  embodied 
Sot  service,  and  it  may  be  necessary^  if  we  go  to  war, 
to  repel  invasion  at  j>i>ints  which  we  do  not  new 
think  of.  But  the  gentleman  jrom  Virginia  (Mr. 
Randolph)  is  afraid  our  small  army  should  over- 
turn the  Govern meht ;  the  gentleman  surely  dpes 
fiot  recollect  that  we  have  a  militia  of  between 
seven  and  eight  thousand  men,  or  he  would  lav 
aside;  his  fears' on  this  head.  It  was  idle  to  talk 
Id  this  way.* 

Mr.  Nelson  said^  if  we  proceeded  in  this  way, 
endeavoring  to  raise  spectres  from  the  vasty  deep, 
there  would  be  no  end  to  the  present  discussion* 
It  was  hi&wish  to  poi.  the  nation  in  artn^r;  and 
he  was  sorry  ahat,  after  having  i>een  tea  weeka  in 
session,  a  motion  should  now.be  made .  to  reduce 
the  number  of  volunteers  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
this  bill,  from  fifty  thon^and  to  twen(y-five  thou- 
sand. Another,  provision  was- intended  to  locate 
the  employment,  of  this  ^roe,  Mr»  N.  was  op- 
posed to  giving' this  bill  th^  form  of  a  militia  bilL 
He  wished  .to  put  the  nation  in  a  postore  of  de- 
fence— to  put  on  strong  armor.  He  did  not  Wish 
to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  these  troops 
•shall  be  used  >  because  the  Constitution  has  placed 
this  power  in  other  handk.  It  is  the  province' 
of  the  Comqianderrin-Chief  to  employ  this/force 
as  he  thinks  proper,  under  his  Coifstitutibnal  jre- 
aponsihility;  Whea  the  questioh^of .  war  shall 
«ome  before  th^  House,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
-deteritine  upon  the  particular  measures  to  be  pur- 
saed ;  but,  untU  that  question  Was- before  himi  he 
ihouhi  pledgehimseif  to  no  piirtteulsAr  eoqrse.  He 
would  look  the  denton  in  the  face  before  he  came 
4o  jnrapple  with  him« . 

fie  had  said,' that  it.  was  his  object  to  put  the 


nation  in  armor;  and  therefore  he  wished' to  give 
the  Government  an  adequate  force.  He  was  im- 
willing  locall  this  force  a  n^ilitia,  because  he  con- 
sidered the  militia  to:be  a  force  .which  cannot  be 
sent  without' the  United  States;  it  can  be  em- 
ployed only  for  the  purpose  prescribed  in  the  Con- 
stitution^  He  was  one  of  those  who  deemed  the 
militia  to  he-  the  bulwark  of  the  States^  and  he 
should  never  be^wiilin^  to  surrender  what  he  con- 
sidered as  a  State  righ^  I^e  considered  themilitia 
ks  fnteaded  .to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  net  only  against  the  encroachments  of  any 
foreign  Power,  but^i£such  should  ever  unhappily 
arise,  against  the  tjisurpaiion  of  the  Gkneri^l  Gor- 
ernmebti  It  Was  <un necessary  to  enter  into  arga- 
ments  in  sapport-of  this  opinion,  as  it  had  already 
bi^n^made  sufficiently  clear.  He  would  add  only 
one  xehson.  to  those  already  stated. 

If  the  aigument'of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Gardina  were  correct,  that  the'power  to  raise  and 
employ  armies,  carries  with'U  all  the  necessifry 
powers,  to  carry  «that  general  pkow^rinto  effect,  it 
would  indeed  be  of  vast  magnitude.  Let  us  look 
into  the  sbrerelgn  power  in  other  countries.  la 
Great  Britain,  all  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
deded  from  the  Grown.  It  will  be  reeoUecied  that 
the  Barons  obtaini^d  friam  King  John  the  great 
Magna  Gharta,  and  afterwards  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
The  peopleof  that  couptry^theta,  have  no  rights  but 
Mich  tiii  are  yielded  to  them.  Not  so  with  us^  All 
the  .power  which  our  •Gknremments  possess  is' de- 
rived from  the  people,  who. are  the  fountain  of 
power.  The  people  l^re  m^ke.the  Government 
and  not  the  Govern  meat  the  people.-  They  made 
'^both  the  General  and  iStafe  Governments,  and 
gave  to  each  such  power  as  they  juiced  proper. 
,  MY.  N.  thought  a  plaih  line  of  demarkation  in 
respect  to.  xhh  powers  of  Gongress,  was  to  be  found 
in  the  8th  se^udn-of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion :  **  Cqngress  is  to  raise  and  support  airmies." 
He  acknowledged  this  to  be  a  sovereign  powei^; 
but  if  there  had  been  no  iimitatiqn.  in  respect  to 
l,his  power  in  th^  Constitution,  he  should  have, 
conteod^fl  that'Congre^  under 4his  grant  could 
not.  have  exercised  the  same  power  ovei;  the  knili- 
tia  that  is  here  given  them  over  the  arn^y ;  as  all 
power  must  be  expressly  giveo,  otherwise  it  is  re- 
tained by  the  States,  or  the  people. .  But  the  matter 
is  put  bfiyond  doubt,  by  the  clause  which  hmits 
the  use  of  the  militia  to' *^  executing  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  repel- 
line  inva^ons.'' 

Gongress  is  thus  controlled  i  n  the  exercise  of  the 
power  given  them  to  raise  and  support  armies; 
and  the'  l^titiitation  of  that  power  implied  a  sub* 
stanti^e  araat^of  power  in  respect  to  the  militia, 
without  limitation. 

.  Mr.  N.  said  he  hadbeea  branded,  as  lukewarm 
in  this  business  of  putting  the  nation  in  a  warlike 
attitude^  but  without  cause,  for  he wa^  decidedly 
in  favor  of  .taking,  every  necessary  step  for  this 
purpose.  He  Considered  tbe  fiftv  th^us^nd  vol- 
unteers proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  biiUas  an  ef- 
fective force ;  and  the-  more  so,  as  .it  will  doubt- 
less be  carried  almost  tmaaimouslyl 
•  It  was  ^  be  regretted  that  it  had  gone  abroad 
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that  we  are  a  divided  people-^tfaat  there  are  citi- 
zciui  amoQ^  us  hostile  to  the  Gk^Tdrnment.  He 
did  not  believe  thie^to  be  correct.  The  bpidiott 
was  fos.tered  by  those  who  Wished  it  to  be  true  $ 
bat  the  repprt  had  bo.  ibundation  in  fact  He 
wished  it  dissipated. 

Mr*  N.  disliked  standing  armies  as  miich  as  aajr 
one ;  and  wished  to  avoid  any  measures  w:li'ioh* 
might  in  any  way  jeopardize  our  libertiee.  If  the 
course  which  tb^  pation>  is  now  abom  to  iissame, 
had  bceh  taken  years  ago,  bur  present  ealaiiitti'es 
might  h^Ve  been  avoided*  He  did  net  believe 
that  the  re^iar  force  proposed  to  be  raised)  would 
be  got  in.Umo*  -  He  believed  ihe  volunteers  con- 
templated in  this^  bill  would  come  forward  .not 
only  as  militiamen,  but  as  regulsrs,  and  he  con* 
sidered  them  as  l^s  dangerous  in  tbis  character 
than  the  standing  troopp^  They  will  consist  of 
the  yeomanry,  or  the  sons  of  the  yeomanry  of  the 
oountry^  wh(M«- rights  and  duties  cannot  be  sepa- 
rated from  those  of  their  feUow-eitizens ;  >they 
leave  their  homes  at  the  caH  of  their  country ;  they 
do  not. take  Up  the  profession  pfsdldiers  for  a  suh- 
si^tence,  and'  do  not  remain  long'enoitth  in,  the 
ranks  to  forget  their  wives  and  children;  and 
when  theii;  services  expire  they  wiR  return  to  their 
own  firesides  with  the  same  principles  apd  feel- 
ings witbr  which  they  leave  thjera,> ready  to  defend 
their  respective  States,  with  thelirbis  which  they 
kure  obtained  in  the  service. 

Mr.  N.  coneideredf  volnnleer  militia  as  anotliev 
object.  If  tlie  President  were  to  call  out  these 
volunteers,  it'woald  pfrt  it  out  of  the  power  Of  the 
S(ate>  to  interfere  with  them.  He  had  formed  ani 
opinion  that  the  bill  which  originally  cafdefroni' 
the  Coipmittee'  of  Foretga  R^hitions  would  he 
moat  effectual;  the -force  would  be  less  dangeVous 
than  an  army,  and  more  effective  thari  militia. 
This  is  the  kind  of  armor  vfrith  whicjf  he  wished 
to  clothe  the  natiom  He  had  made  these  remarks, 
to  the  end  ihat  the  Houte  might-reject  the  proposed 
amendment,  with  a>iew  of  afterwards  mak»ilg 
thete  volunteers  the  effective  force  ^o  much  to  he 
dostred. 

Mr.PoaTsa  said  the-  proposed*  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  put  the  subject 
ia  a  new  point  <of  view.  In  order  to  eiiable-gen- 
tlemea  coact  in  concert,  atod  to  aSS^rd  an  oppor- 
tunity to  saen  gentlemen  as  might  still  wish  to 
deliver  their  sentiments.on  the  occasion,  &e  moved 
an  adjournment. 

The  motinn'  was  nefifatived,  86  to  11.^ 

After  a  few  oteervations  from  Mr:  Bigglow,  ini. 
favor  of  retaining  the  militia  pFinciple  it^  the  btU, 
he  again  moved  that  the'House  adjourn. 

The  Motion  was  again  lost  44  to  38. 

The  question  on  Nf  r.  Bacon's  amendment  was 
then  put  and  negatived-*-yeas  ri,^ays  85,  as. 
follows: 

YxAs—Eaekiel  Bacon,  William  W;  Bibb,  WiHiam 
Finidlsy,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholsoft,  Felix  Omndy, 
Williaoi  R.  King,  Jopeph  Lewis,  Jan.,  laxael  Pickens> 
Peter  B^  Porter,  and  William  Strong. 

K«AT8— Willis  AlaUm,  junior;  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard;  Josiah 
Baitlett,.B«rwell  Bassetty  Ahiiah  Btgelow,  Wilfiam 


BlacUedge.  Hsnrmanqi  fifeecker,'  Thomas  Mouiw 
Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wm. 
A.  Bnrwell,  William  Antler*  Johtf  C.  CaJhowi,  list- 
thew  C^lay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopuui,  Lewis 
Gondit,  William.  (Crawford,  John  Bawsofk,  <^oee^  D»» 
sha,  Saniaet  -Dinsmoor,  tilias  Barle,  Mesback  Frank- 
lin; Jaaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling .  HaU,  Obed  HaB,  Joha 
A.  Harper,  Aylctt  Bawes,  Jacob.  Hilify,  John  M. 
Hynemaq,  Ricluurd  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  I^efever,  Peter  Little, 
WUIiam  Lowndesj  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Vacon» 
George  G.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde, 'William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Anmah 
Metcalf;'8amnel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  jN'elson,  Ai^thony  New,  Thomas  Ncw<» 
ton,  Stephen  Ormsby,'WiiIiatai  Piper^  Benjamin  Pood» 
John  Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jno> 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,-  WiUnoi  Bod- 
man,  Sbenezer  Sage,  Thomas  'Sammons,  "Bhataer 
8eaver»  Johor  Sener>  Adam  Seybert,  Suauel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Riehard  Stan- 
ford, John  TattaJferro,  Uri  Tncy,  Charles  Tmaer,  jr^ 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  Whit^  Robert  Whkdiill^ 
Pamd  R.  Williams, 'William  Widgeiy»  Thomas  Wil^ 
son,  and. Robert  Wright.  .,   , 

The  questiojb  was  then  tilken  on  eoncuTring  with 
the  Com^mittea  of  the  Whole  on  the  aneiidments 
reporied,^  which  was  imrried  by  a  large 'oaajority. 
lihein^  late',  the  House  adjoarivKl  withoot  taking 
a  question  on,  the  BiU^  being  engrossed  for  a  third 
readinj;. 

WpnRGBD  AT,  January  15. 
Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Qoiiimbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the 
laws  within  the  District  of  Cdlumhia ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

](MPRES8M[£Ni:  OF  AMBRICA^.  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  GoNDiT  .understood  a  gentlemsD  as  saying, 
in  the  couraex>f  the  debate  which  had  lately  token 
I^a^e,  wheix  speaking'  of  the  imptessm^t  of  oat 
seamen  by  the  British  vessels  of  war,  that  ted  not 
OorOoversment  asked  too  mticfa  they  aiight  have 
obtained  redress. '  He  therefore,  jnoved  ihe  fol- 
lowing resolutiop)  in  order  to  get  some  inforaia* 
tion  on  the  sul)jeGt : 

"  Rewoiied,  That  the  Preddent  ef  the  Unitod  Statea 
be  requested  to  ihmish  this  Honse  with  eepies  eC  Hie 
instroctions  heretofore  given  to  ohr-Ministar  at  Londfla* 
on  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamsat 
into  the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  exoqitiiig  so 
inuch  as'  it  may  be  improper  to  disclose,  en  aoeoant  of 
.any  pending  negotiation."         r 

Mr.'  NswTON  saw  no  necessity  for  this  resoln* 
lion,  as  he  belUvesd  all  the  informatioa  Which  the 
Bzecutfve  possessed  on  this.su biect,  had  been  laid 
before  Congress  antt  printed.  He  would  mentioB 
on^  circumstance  to  show  that  the  pretenee  which 
Great  Britain  ctiakes  for  the  idapressioent  of  our 
seamen  is  ^iihout  foundation*  Our  right  to  nat- 
uralize foreigners  is  established  by  onr  Constita- 
tion ;'  and  if  a  late  'publioation  of  that  coantry, 
^(Abbott  on  Shipping,-^  be  referred  to,  it  will  ap- 

Sar^  that  any  foreigner  who  shall  retnaiD  ia  the 
itish  navy  ihrce  f  ears^  oi^nmtry  a  wile  in  Sag* 
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land,  shall  become  a, subject  of  tl^at  couatry  ;so 
that  wbile  they  makesubiects  of  our  cittzeos,  they 
deny  us  the  ris:hts  fi(  mnK\ng  citizens  of  their  sub- 
jects.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.,  . 

VOLUirrEBK  CORPa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of*  the 
bill  to  aut^orize'the  President  ol'the  CJnited  States 
to  accent  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  engrossing 
ih^  bill  for  a  third  reading,.  '  '         •  . 

Mr.  BiQELow  obserTed,  that  when  he  rose  yes- 
terday, it  was  at  so  latf  an  hour,  that  he  f^lt  .un- 
willing to  detain  the  House  by  stating  in  fi^l  his 
objections  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill.  He 
would  nowiask  the  indulgence  oAthe  House  while 
he  stated  them  more  distinctly.  He  regretted  that 
he  was  not^ better,  prepared }  that  he  had  not  bad 
more  time  to  ei^amine  .the  subject  in  k  point  of 
view  which  h^d  but  recently  occurred  to.  his 
mind.     .     .      '  '  ' 

His  objections,  he  said,  were  to  that  part  of  the . 
bill,  which- provides,  "That  where  9 by  company, 
^  battalion,  regiment,  brigade,  or  division  of  miiitia* 
^already  otgatoized^  shall  teoder  their  Voluntary 

*  service  to  thie  Unitecl  States,  Stjch  oom()any,  bi^t- 
^ulion,  regiment/ brigade,  or  divisign,  shall  conti- 
'  nue  to  be  commanded  bv  th^  oflScers  holding  00m- 

*  mission?  in  the  same/'  that  ii|  to  iay,'  they  sha^l 
act  under  State  commissiofis. 

By  the,  Constituti<^n«  ne  said,  but  two  dfesdrip^ 
tion§  of  force  are  contemplated.  It  speal^s  of  two 
only.*  One  is  an  army,  ox  reffiil^r  forcQ,  whithjls- 
the  onlv  proper  force  of  the  United  States,  which 
force  the  jDoAstithtion' authorizes  Congress  to 
raise  when  necessary.  The  other  is  ih^  militia 
of  the  several  States,  not  of  the  United  Sta.tes. 
There  is  no  «ruoh  force  a^s  the  militia. of^ the  Uni- 
ted States;  they  are  the  sailitia  of  the  States  to 
which.they  respectively"  belong.  As  pi'oof  of  thiV 
he  read  that  clause  in  the  Lfonstitution,  which 
says,  *'  Xhe  President  shall  be  commandex-in- 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  th,e  tlpited  States 
and  of  the  miluia  of  %hh  several  States,  when 
calledintothe  actualserviee  of  the  United  States.'' 
Thus,  said  he^  the  militia  are  by  the  Constitution 
emphatically  recognised  as  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 

The  troops,  or,  as  they  ace  termed^  the  volun- 
teers, contemplated  to  be  raised  by  this  bill^  must 
come  within  one  of  the  above  description  of 
forces.  They  must  either  be  part  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States^  or  pf  th^  militia  of  the  several 
States,  or  they  are  not  a  description  of  force 
authorized  by  the  Constitution. 

Are  they,  then,  an  army  or  regular  force  of  the 
United  States  ?  He  tjrusted  no  gentleman  would 
contend  tbat-a  company, battalion, regiment,  dbc. 
commanded  by,  officers  holding  State  commts-. 
sions,  were  a  regular  force  of  the  United  States. 
If  they  come  within  either  of  the  descriptions, 
they  must  be  considered  as  belopging  ta  the  mili- 
tia'of  the  sf^veral  States,  and,  until  called  into  ac- 
tual service,  under  the  command  of  the  Execu- 
tives of  the  States  to  which;tbey  respectively  be- 
long.   Considering  them,  th^n,  aa  jnilitia,  the 


question. is,  can  Congress,  by  law,  com/uitntion' 
ally  authorize  a  company,  battalion,  regiment, 
t>rigade,  or  division  at  State  militia,  under  th^ 
command  of  the  Qovernor  of  the  State  to  whic^ 
they, belong,  without  first  applying  to  him^  to 
transfer  themselves  from  his  command,  and  wuh- 
ovti  hi^'order  or  consent,  and  put  themselves  un- 
der the  command  of  the  President  ?  He  thought 
hot.  You  may  as  well  designate  a  particular 
company,  regiment,  dbc.,  of  State  militia  by  name'. 
You  may  as  well,  £o'r  instance,  authorize  the  Prea* 
ident  to  call  into  the  service  ofthe  United  Statea, 
the  first  brigade  pf  the  inilitia  of  Ma8sac,busetts, 
without  the 'Orders  or  consent  of  their  comtoander- 
in-ch ief.  the  Goverpor  of  the  Commonwealth. 
.This  bill,  if  passed  as  it  jiow  is,  destroys  ail  miU- 
tkry  order  ^and  subordination.  A  colonel  of  a  re^ 
giment  might  as  well  i^ue  his  ordersto  the  lieat 
tenant,  instead  pf  the  cantam  ^f  a  company. 

.'He  observed  thsrt  he  bad. heard  ii  stated  a^  • 
fact,  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  late  case^ 
issued  general  orders  to  an  inferior  officer  of  ,th« 
army,  and  that  officer,  for  communicatiqg  ihem^ 
without 'consulting  his  superior  officer,  was,  at* 
rested,  av^d  if  the  Act  were  so,  very .  properly 
arrested. 

These  principles,  he  said,  were'  recognised  hj 
Congress  in  1797  and  .1796.  In.  the  act  of  Junt 
S4, 17Sb^,  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  militia 
from  the  several  States,  the  President  waa  em- 
powered to  authorize  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States,  if  they  judged  it  expedient, io  acdept  as'part 
.of  the  quota  of  the  BlAt^j  any  independent  corpa 
of  cavalry^  artillery, 'pr  infantry,  who  might  irolun- 
teer  their  services.  The  Congress  of  tluit  day  did 
not, think  of  calling^  out  the  militia  of  the  several 
"States,  but  throttgh  the  ^oiedium  iOf  the  Kzeca- 
tires  thereof,  who.  by  the  constilutionaof  the  se- 
veral States,  arethetrcommandersrin-chief,  until 
they  are  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  Uiil- 
t^ed  SMtes.  By  the  act  of  May  38}  1798,  for  raia- 
iog  a  provisiopal  artQy,  the  President  was  author- 
ized-,*in  addition  to  the  10,000  troops  to  be  raised 
by  that  act,  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  United  States,  or  of  actual  invasion  of 
their  teirri^oi^y  by  a  foreign  Ppwer,  or  of  imminent 
danger  of  sqch  invasion  discovered  in  his  opinion 
to  e^tst,  lo  accept  of  any  company  or  companies 
of  volume^ts,  either  of  artillery;  cavalry,  pr  infan- 
try, and  whose  commissioned  officers  the  Presi- 
dent w^s  authorized  to  s^ppoiot. 

The  fact  is^  said  he,  that  Ihere  is  no>  such  de- 
scription of  force  as  -volunteers ;  they  are  not 
known  to  the  Coostitiltion.  All  trqops  cominand- 
ed  by  officers ,  commissioned  by  the  President, 
whether  raised  by  .individual  lenlistment,  or  by 


enlistments  by  companies,  dbcjareall  regulars; 
they  are  the  Army  of  the  United  States^  If  they 
are  commandea  by  officeraholdiog  State  commi»- 


sions,  they  are  the  militia  of  the  State,  and,  until 
caUed  into  actual  servjce  of , the  United  Stat^ 
uodef'the  command  of  the  Executive  of  the  State 
to  which  they  belong;.  If  you  would  call  them 
into  service,  you  must  .do  it  rhroagh  the  medium 
of  the  Governors  of  the  several  States:  you  caa 
do'  it  in  no  other  way.'    - 
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For  these  reasons,  he  said,'  he  was  strongly  im-' 
pressed  with  the  opioion,' that  the  bill  was  alto- 
getl^er*  QQConstitutiona)^  and  expressed  a  wish 
that  others  of'  more  ability,  and  who  had  paid 
more  attentioD  to  the  subject,  wouldiDvestlgate.it. 

Mr.  LacoIci^  bqldiog  an  opinion  on  the  bill  be- 
fore the.Coramiltee  sorhewhat  dlfr<^rent  from  any 
whrch  he  had.  heard  delivered,  he  ^irould  talte  the 
liberty  of  expressitlg  it. 

-  The  bill  has  assumed  a  shape'  Which  makes  the 
force  to  be  raised  under  {t,  a  militia  force.  The 
officers  and  soldiers  will  be  State  troops;  but 
when  embodied  andinahe  iBeld,  they  witLbe  a 
component  port  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.' 

The  bill,  as  first  reported  by  ihe.CfommiUee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  contemplated  the  appointment 
of  the  officers  of  this. volunteer  corps  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  Thift,  it  was. thought, 
mig^t  prov^'  a  dangerous  f^^tronage  placed  in- the 
President;  the  present  fill  had  been  therefore  in- 
troduced, leaving  the  choice  of  the  officers  to  the 
several  State  Qdvernments,  or.  lo  the  peopl^, 
agreeably  ^o  the  practjce  of  each.  Be  thought 
this  the  nfiost  desirable  course 5  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  agreeable  to  the  men  to  serve 
under  officers  .  whom  •  th«y  ,  knew,  than  under 
strangers. '  *    . 

But,  it  appears,  we  arc  met  on  the  ihreshbl^ 
With  Constitutional  bbjections.  It  is  sa^d,  tbat 
when  thes^  troops  are  raised,  it  will  not  he  in  the 
pow^r  of  the  President  to  march  them-out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  He  thought  this' a 
questiop  proper  to  be  determined  hy  the  President,* 
Father  than  by  this  House.  It  is  thd  ^uty  of  Con- 
gress to  declare  war,  rai^  and  support  armiels ; 
and  ofthe  Executive  to  employ  them:  but.  aa 
ffentlemen  have  offered  opinions  on  this  qiiesuoo, 
be  would  -declare  his. 

The  gentlieodan  fjTom  Nerth  Caroliiia  (Mr.'MA- 
€0n)  had  correctly  stated  whftt  yrere  tbe  rights 
vested  in  the  State  and  General  Governments ; 
but  he,  Mr.  L.,  drew  different  conclusions  from 
the  facts  which  he  .had  stated,  from  what  that 
gentleman  had  done;  'He  says,  that  wherever  a 
power  was  placed,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
era(  ConstiiutioUj  it  still  remained,  .unless  it  was 
taken  away  by  that  instrument;  and  that  before 
the  formation  of  the  General  Goverhment,  each 
State,  being  sovereign,  bad  a  right  to  inarch  their 
inrlitia  wherever  they  pleased.  But  the  question 
is,  who  has  at  this  lime  this  right  ?  The  Consti- 
tution giVes  to  Cbngress'the  power  of  declaring 
war,  raising  and  supporting  armies.  The  war- 
making  pd  we  r  is  expressly  delegated  in  this  sec- 
tion ;,  and  it  is  besides  declared  *^  that  po  State 
shall  engage  in  wkr,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  de- 
lay." The  whole  physical  power  of  the  n^tfon  is 
thus  placed  ubdef  the  control  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment; and  the  subsequent  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  are  declaratory  01  the  manner  in 
which*  minor  powers  are  to  be  executed  by  Con-, 
grebs.  Ctingress  is  **  to  provide  for  ealKng  forth 
*tfte  •  militia  to  execute' the  laws  of^he  Union, 
*■  suppfess  insurrections,  ^nd  repel  invasions ;  to 
'  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 'ancl  disciplttiin^ 


'  the  militia,  and  fpr  governing  such  part  of  theoi 
^as'inay  be  employea  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States,  reserving  to  ttie  States,  respectively. 
\  the  appointnaent  of  officers,  atfd  tbte  authority  of 

*  training  the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline 

*  prescribed  by  Coojg^ress.*' 

These  clauses  of  the  Constitution  show  how 
tjie  disposition  and  government  of  the  militia  is 
divided  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments ;  and  this  volunteer  force  would  be  pariiy 
under  the  direction  of  the  State  Governmeacs. 
and  partly  under  the  General  Go vernrment.  Their 
officers  will-  be  appointed  by  (he  State  Govern- 
ments; but  when  embodied  and' io  service,  they 
might)  in  his.  opinion,  be  darched  wherever  tbe 
General  Govemfnent  thougbtj)roper,  for  the  gen- 
eral defence  of  the  country. 

There  is,  said  Mr.  L.,  an'evidpnt  disti action  be- 
tween a  Yolunteer^nd  a  regular  soldier;  the  for- 
mer does  not  part  wiCh  his  civi(^  character,  imtil 
he^takes  the  field;  the  latter,  t^e  naoiuent  he  en- 
lists into  the  s»ervicc. .      .  ,   ' 

Congress  is  prohibited  "^om  making  aay  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  In  tf  support  of  armies 
fora  longer  term  than  ipifo  years."  There  i[s  no 
mention  niacte  of  appropriations  for  the  militia; 
of  course^  it  roust  be  presumed^  (hat  the  militia 
are  considered,  when  in  service,  as  a  part  of  the 
krmy,  otherwise  Con ^i-ess  would  have  00  author- 
ity at  all  for  supporting  the  militia. 

Under  an^  other  con3truction  of  the  Coostittt- 
tioti,  thi?  force  Would,  indeed^  be  of  an  anooMiious 
nature.  Figure  to  yohrselves,  said  Mr.  L^  a  vic- 
torious' army,  driving  t)ie  enemy  before  it,  com- 
ing to  the  territorial  lines  of  the  United  States! 
6hall  the. victors  stop  precisely  at  that  spot? 
Shall  this  line  be  a  wall  of  fire  to  them  ?  And 
thus. leaye  the enemyid  perfect  security  ?  Is  this 
to  be  the  situation  in  which  x\x€  miutia  of  this 
country  ar^  to  be  placed  ?  A  militia  whieli  has 
always  1)een  considered  as  th<  ereat bulwark,  and 
the  best  defence  of  the  Country  7  That  they  shall 
only  A^i  at  home,  in  th^  petty  business  of  "exe- 
cuting the  laws,  suppressTng  msurrection's,  and  re- 
pelling invasions  ?"  '  He  thought  differently;  he 
considefed  the  militia  our  best  reliance  for  defence 
both  at  home  and  abroad..  Aind  in  proportioa  as 
you  lower  the  consequence  of  the  miiiua^  you 
raise  that  of  ^taiidtng  armies;  because  if  the  mili- 
tia cannot  be. employed  out  of  the  United  Sutes, 
the  larger  army  will  be' necessary. 

The  celebrated  George  Mason,  whose  opfoioos 
had  alrea4y  been  introduced  into  this  dehafe,  has 
.predicted,  '*  tbat  the  militia  would  be  in  danger  of 
being  destroyed  from  not  beiAg  employed."  He 
was  fearful  that  we  were;about  totealize  his  pre- 
dictions ;  as  the  oj^inions  now  entertained  respect- 
ing them  are  far  fr9m  bein^  calculated  to  foster 
their  military  pride. 

'  But  suppose,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  constraetioa  of 
thie  Constitution  is  not  a  correct  one,  and  themil- 
itia  can'be  emj^oyed  only  for  sttppressio^  insur- 
rections, repelling  invasions,  d&c;  What  is  an  in- 
vasion? He  believed  this^tion  had  been  inva- 
xled  for  many  year^  past.  He  believed  it  'was  in- 
vaded in  the  batehery  of  Pierce,  in  the  destroctioa 


786 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


786 


Jakuahy,  i81Sf. 


Vciufaeer  Corps. 


H.  OP  R. 


committed  ba  board  the  Ch«sftpeake«  m  the  slau^h* 
ter  of  oar  cittzenfl  on  the  Wabltsb.  dbe.  He  looked 
apon  all  these  acts  of  Tioleneeas  unTasioos  of  otir- 
country's  rfgbts;  for  ha  considered  one  T^selsat 
sea  Its  a  pare  of  our  territo'r  jr,  and  as  an  extension 
of  it  ;'and'erery  citizen  takenr  from  tbe^e  vessels. 
as  80  maikv  iBVasions.  Was  'u  not  an  inrasioii 
of  Denmark,  wbeti  tlie  Briiish  so  disflfracefully  de-, 
stroyed  the  fleet  at  Copenhagen  ?  Or,  if  the  Brit- 
ish were  tb'make  an  attack  upon  ottrtessels  lying 
in  the  Chesapeiake  or  Potomao.  would  ilbt  that  be 
considered  as  an  Invasion?  He  believed  it  would; 
and  thatj^for  every  man  takeir  from  on  board  our 
vesselsi;  we  had  a  rigfht  to  carry  ap  krmy  in*  th« 
eoemy*s  territory,- wherever  we  could  assail  it. 

We  bave*heard«vnuch'of  theory^  said  Mr.L./on 
this  subject.;  let  us-  look  at  the  practic;il  part  of  it. 
Seventy^-five  thousand  iried,  in  addition  to  our 
presenb-forc^,  are  deemed  sufficient- for  the  ob- 
ject in  view,  viz :  twenty-five  thousand  regulars 
and  fifty  thousand  volunteers.  If  t~he  volunteers 
wf're  to  be  considered  io  the  lighi  of  a  regU'i 
)ar  f<9rce,  it  wbuld  be  draining  the, rojJitia  of  this 
number  of  man ;  and,  the  only  difference  b^tw^n 
tbem  w<^d  be  the  expeDv<».  If  you  offer  aor  ad- 
ditional inducement  to  enter  the  service,  you 
thereby  add  io  tbe  expense,'  Wh^n  gehtlemen 
speak  of  this  volunteer  ^otps  as  regulars^  tbey 
seem  not  to  dohsider  that  tfaey  are  drawn  from 
the  body  of  militia';  fqr  he  knew  not  wber^  else 
they  oould  come  from,  ezeepi  in  imitatioii  of  the 
British,  we  were  to  porofaase'tliem  fiom  aoihe 
G^rmaq  Prince. 

Gentlemen  who  are  prepared  to  vote  for  a  large 
standing  army,  and  thereby  place  in  the  bands  of 
the  Freatdent  great  patTonage,.*WiU  vote*  ^gain:^ 
this  bill. '  They  will  also  greatly"  increase  the 
pablic  debt,  which  some  think  a  public  blessing ; 
they  wiH  also  lay  a  foundation  for  direct  taitea  and 
excises  of  every  kindv  But,  as  he  wished,  as. 
mach  a«  possible,  to  avdnii  all  these  things,  be 
sboufd  tote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CnBvSs  said,'te  rostf  with  great  reluctance 
to  throw  himself  agafn  upon  the  attetttign  of  the 
House,  but  every  one  who  iiad  heard  rfie  discjis^ 
sioq  and  observed  the  mi^CQoteptions  which  had 
been  entertained  on  the  subject  of  his  argument 
the  other  day,  would  see  Ibat  he  could  not.r^m^iio 
ailent.  He  was  at  first  astonished  at  the  alarm 
Tvhleh' appeared  ta  be  excited  on  the  other  side  of 
the  HoiiscA  He  was  quite  cfnable ito conceive  wh v 
a  docinneahogether  popular;  why  a  doctme  caU 
culated  to  increase  State  powet  and  Siate  securi- 
ty ;.  why  a  doetrine'caleulated  to  sdpply  the  place 
of  standing  amies  by  the  militia  of  the  country, 
should  excite  aiarm  for  the  safety  of  'the  liberties 
of  tbe  citizen  or  the  rights  of  the  States.-  He. 
however,  recollected  that  the  ^entletnen  were  all 
eloqueiTt  gientleml^n,  accustomed  to  debate — he 


tntn  of  tbar  polite ness.  He  was  sorfy  he  xauld 
not  acknowfedge  the  same  obligat^ion  toihe  hon-  . 
orable (gentleman  from  Virginia, (Mr.  Randolpb.) 
That  honorable  gentleman  bad  been. pleased  to 
say,  that  the  construction  for  ^hich  he,  &Ir.  C, 
had  contended,'  was  supported  by  such  arguments 
A9  a-  lawyer  would  use  Jn  support  of  an  indict?  ' 
m^nt.  Mr.O/said,  bfi  did  not  know  wHecher  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  this  as  argument  or 
sarcasm.'      .  '      »  *    ' 

[Mr.  Randolph  said  he  did  notalltade  to  Mr. 
(X-;  he  wasdot  in  the  House  when  he  deltvered^his 
argcrment.}> 

Mr.  Chev^s  satd  he  tharfted  the  gentleman  for 
the  deckration,  and  proceeded.    It  was  nebt^ssary' 
briefly  td  state  the  argument' which  he  had  before 
submitted  to  the  House.    He  liad  urged  that;  in 
tetation  tp  the  suljecc  under  copsideration  the 
General  Qovisrnment  was  a  Natiooal  not  a  Fede^ 
ral  Goveritment,  and  that  i(  was  such  because  it 
operated  pot'onthe  States,  but  immediately  on 
the  persons  and  property  of  the 'people.    Tlijat  a 
National  GoverArhent^Which  had  Chetfower  to  dci- 
ciare  and  make  war,  had^  as  ah  attribute  of  thftC 
sovereien  power,,  unless  it  were  ^zpr.eeslv  taken 
away,  tlie  pbwer  to'^c^ali  forth  the  people,  tne  phy- 
smal  fitren^th  of  the  nation,  to  carry  oii  the  war—: 
that  this  power  !was  exclusively  vested  jn  the 
GMeral  Government, 'and  that  the  Constitution 
contained  no  limitation  of  the  power.    That  the 
chose  relative  to  invasion  wa$  a  inrther  grant  of 
powef,  and  a'pplied  to  a  state  of  things  e|[isting  at 
It  time  wbeH- Congi:ess  had  not  exercised  the 
po^Krer,  of  declaring  wan    His  argunaent  was  not« 
as  it  hAd  been' represented;  an  argument  in  favor 
of  conrtruteti ve  powers.    The  power  for  which  he 
contended  wa$  claimed  a&  a  power  expressly, 
gtanted*.  It  wa^  expressed  in  tbe  power  to  declare 
and  make  war.    It  might  perhaps  be  called  an  in- 
eidental  power,  but  it  could  noj  therefore  be  called 
a  const  rut:  tive  power.    There  i&  not,  said  Mr*  C, 
a  power  in  ^he  Constililtioa  which  can  be  render- 
ed practical  without  iocidentti' powers.    It  has 
been  said,  that  by.  onie  of  the  amei^ments  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  provided,  that- powers  not  debs- 
gated  tn-tbe  United  States  Are  reserved  to  the 
Statesylbat  this  amendment  is  not^orrectly  quot- 
ed.   It  declares  that  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Oonstittftion,- nor  prohibited 
by  it' to  the- States,  are  reserved  to  the  States. 
Mow  the  right  of  -declarii^g  and  making  war,  is 
prohibited  to  .tlie  States,  and  r^nlpss  you  can  ex- 
tingui^that  actrtbme  of  sovereignity,  by  whioh 
the  sovereign  of  aoountry  is  not'onfy  authorized, 
but,  wh^n  necessary,  required  to  call  out  the  peo- 
ple fcfr  the  purpose  of  making^ wa)*,  it  must  be  in 
the  General  Government,    it' has  been  said  that 
tb^  powers  of  the  General  Government  were  not 
sovereign,  bilit  limited;    Tbis  was  to  deny  the  ex- 


etOl^ucili    gciikkcutcu,    «i«^vu9fcvjurcu     kv    wuaic uc      »utvi>ci{}u,  uui  iiiui»cu.        jl  uia  was  ivucuj  lUV  CA- 

immediately  perceived  that  it  was^H  art  of  their    istence  otany  sovereignity  which  is  limited  as  to 


oratory,  aird  found  in  this  a  ready  solution  of  his 
difficulty.*  There  ^f^Us,  indeed,  a  little  too  much  of 
mock  heroic  in  this  apparent  excitensent  and 
alarm ;  but  the  gentlemen  had  treated  the  argu- 
lOieat  and  the  speaker  with  respect,  for  w4iieh  be 
tbanke4  theib,  and  for  which  he  owed  them  a  te^ 


its  objects,  thab  which  nothlpg  is,  bbweVer,  more 
comiiioai  But  there  is  an  authority  on  this  point 
whieh^  Mr.  C.  supposed,  wgnld  not  be  controvert- 
ed by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  who  urged 
this  argument.  He  nieant  -Mr.  Ham^ltoi^s  Hr- 
gument  on  Ih^  eofastiiiitionality  of  the  ftink  of 
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raise  nod  support  «r|iiie^/  or  net  $  but,  shonU 
they  be  enibraced)  the  objectioa  would  be  cemoT- 
ed^  aird  the>  like  restraint  w<»iild  be  imposed  oa 
appropriations  for  their  8up)>ort.  Ifj  on  the  coa- 
trary,  they  ^oiildiH>ti  the  militia  o£4be  coootry, 
the  ehizens,  the  people  theociAelves,  while  ia  tht 
DHlitary  ,serviee  of  the  Union,  would  only  be  pat 
<m  a  footing  with  tbi*  Navy,  in  relation  to  which 
tnere  is-  no  reetraiat,  as  it  T^ae  not  Mipposed  it 
Qould  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  coooiry;  so 
that,  taken  either  Way,  the  argument  prores  aoth- 
ing^  it  is  sJE[id  that  it  is  to  be  prj^siamed  theCon^ 
stttution  *does  not  embrace  this  power,  as  the 
fraqiers-of  it  probably  la tei>ded  to  prevent  «ir» 
for  fofeiftn  cbaquesl,  and,  therefore^  did  aotao- 
thorize  .Congress  to  send  the  .militia  oat  of  tbe 
United  Btates.  Admit  the  premises,  aaid  Mr.  C, 
and  t|»e  coDclusion  wilt  not  folbw.  A  cootrarf 
conclosion, -it  i»  contended,  may  "be  more  fairly 
drawn.  This  question  seems  to  depend  on  anoth- 
er :  What  forle  Is^  best  ^calculated  lor  foreiga  coa- 
quest)  a  regular  army  q^  the  militia  ?  For  if  yea 
employ  tbemilitia/yott  so  far  reader  unneeeaary 
A  regular  army ;  and  if  yoa^  preclude  the  use  of 
the  militili.  you  render  necessary  a  regular  army. 
But,  it.will  not  be  denied  that  a  regdlar  array  is 
best  eaieulat^d  to  make  foreigp  isonqtieac ;  and  H 
seems  to  follow,  that,  jf  the  iramers  of  tbe  Coa* 
stkutioo  had  intended  to  prevent  foreign  oonqixsl, 
thejr  would  *not 'have -limited  the  use  of  mihtia. 
It  IS  saiid  that  ihe.  silence,  of  cootemporaaeoos 
writers,  and  of  the-debates  on  tire  Goostitaiioa  ai 
the  time  of  its  ado];»tion,  proves  it  Was  not  in- 
tended  to  grant  tbts^  power;  bat,  here,  agaia,ii 
shonld^'seem  the  opposite  conclasion  is  stronger 
and  clearer.  Let^gentlemen  deflect  on.  the  aoo- 
berless  imagii^ry  objeetioAs  which  ware  urged 
at  that  time,  for  which  there  was  not  the  shadow 
t>f  foliindation,  and  then Nask  themselves  whether 
.thi^  construction  (which, appears  to  be  adauued 
by  senie  gentlemen  in  debate,  and  whieh  has  been 
distinctly  denied  by  none,  to  be  authorised  by  the 
power  tp  declare  and  make  war,  unicas restrained 
by  other  clauses  of  the  Con^itution)  would  have 
been  passed  9ver  in  silence  bad  it  not  been  dearly 
nnderstood  to  ie  granted.  Is  it  to  be  belieTed  it 
would*  have«scaped.tbe  '4ynz-eyed  ^atrkk  Hen- 
ry,'' to  use  an  expression  of  the  genUeoaan  from 
Virginia,  (Mr;  Rahoolph,)  had  he  not  eeaisidercd 
Mt  as  necessarily  and  clearly  granted*  This  sileoce. 
Mr.  C.  said  J  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  argtniieflt 
exeeediDgly  strong  in  fayOr.of  that  cottstmctioa 
for  which  he  contended,  v 

But  the  argument,  said  Mr.'  C,  which  gentle^ 
men  urge  with  mast  zeal  is,  the  danger  oC  this 
construction  to  personal  liberty  4ind  the  indepea* 
dence  of  the  S^tates ;  alid  this  argument,  as  fiaras 
he  could  consider  gentlemen  serious,  he  Ttewcd 
with  astonifihtnetit.-  His  construction  -wms-sodb- 
viously  calculated  to  increase,  and  not  to  dimin- 
ish the  security  of  the. States;  to  secure,  and  net 
^o  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  th^t  it  did^ 
indeedjiseem  extraordinary  that  gentlemen  should 
have  falleh  upon  the  idea  of  dtoger  to  the  liber- 


the  United  States.  .  Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  follow- 
ing extract  From  that  work ;       '        *. 

**  The  circdmstiDce  that  the  powers  of  soverejignij 
are,  in  this  country,  difidsd  between  the  JPf ational  and 
Stat^  ^oveiliments,  does  not  afibrd  the  distinction  re- 
quired. It  does  not  follow  from  this  that  each  of  the 
portionB  of  power  delegated  td  the  one  or  to  the  odier, 
IS  not  sovereign  with  regard  to  its  proper  obJ€»t;jts.  It 
wiU  only  foUew  froA  if,  that  each  has  sprereigq  power 
as  to  certfdn  things,  and  npt  as  to  other  things.  -To 
deny  that  the  Governmeiit  of  the  United  States  has 
sovereign  power  aa  to  its.  declared ^^urposes  and  trusti),' 
because  its  power  does  .not  extend  tb  all ,  laws,  would 
be  equally  to  dengr  thai  the- State  Governments  have 
sovereign  power  in  any  caset  because  their  power  doe^ 
not  extend  to  eveiy  case." 

It  was  said  i>y  the  same  ^ent]emai>  that  the 
;writers. contemporaneous  with  the  adoption,  and 
the  Rebates  of  the  ^ever^l  coaven'tions  on  the 
adoption  of  tbie  Constitution,  repelled  the  con- 
struction isoiv  contended  for.;  but  that  gentleman 
had  not  produced,  n^r  had  any  other  gentleman 
pl'odacea  a  sentemre  to  that  effect^  except  the; 
gentleman  Arom'  Tennessee,  ^Mr.  GnuKDT,)  who 
read  from '  Hitf  Viirflinia  deoatea,  in  the  argu- 
ment of  Wr*  NkhoUs,  »  detached  sentence,  in 
whicb,  speaking  of  that,  article  of  the  Constitu** 
tlon  which  gVves power  to'Congrees  *Mo  provide 
for  cabling  fortbthe  militia  tojsxecute  the  la^sof 
the  Union,  Suppress  lnstirrecti6qs.iand  repel  inrA- 
aibns,'?  be  says, '' they' can  not  call  them  forth  for 
any  other  purpose  than  ta  execute  the;law«,  sup* 
press  insurrectie(ns,  and  repel  in^asipns.'^.  But 
.Mr.  lUadisoa,  in  the  aame.debate,  says  "^thci  most 
Veffectual  way  to  guard  against  a  standing  army 
\  is,  to  render  it  unnecessary  j  the  tntst-  effectual 
'  war  to  render  it  unnecessary  is,  to  give  the  Gen* 
*' er^l  Government  full,  power  to  call  forth  the 
^  militia/and  exert  the  whole  natural  strength  of 
'  the  Union  when  necessary.''  Now,'jf  the  one 
quotation  be  an  authorit)|^  against  the  poweir,  the 
other  is  as  strongly  in  favor,  of  it;  But  both 
were  used  in  reference  to  the  matter  then  nnd^^ 
condideratioUf  and  neither. jcan  fairly  be  applied 
te  the  question  110W  before  the  House.  That  con* 
tinueer  to  stand  on  the  ground  60  t^hich  all  Con- 
stitutii&nal  questions  ough^  exclusively  to  sta^dv- 
except  so  far  .as  collateral  circumstances,  may  be 
admitted  for  purposes  of  elucidatfon-r-the  ternis 
of  the  Constitution  itself.,  It  had  been  said /that 
Congress  had  no  greater  power  over  the  militia 
in  time  of  wa(  than  in  titne4)f  peaccf^  hut  it  ap- 
pears rome^  said  Mr.  C.«  that  it  might  alnrost  as- 
w^ll  be  denied  thai  there  was  any  distinction  be* 
tween  war  and'  peace..  It  had  been  urged  that 
Congress  had  no  nower  under  the  Constitution 
tojkiake  a^opropriations  for  thesupportof  an  arm^ 
for  more  than  tW4)  years^  and  that,  if  Congress 
4iad  power  to.  use  the  militia  in 'a  foreign  war, 
they  might  make  appropriations  for  their  support 
for  an  indefinite  lime,  and  the  Constitution  would 
be  evaded.  Mr;  C.  said. he  had  formed  no  settled 
opinion  yvhether  the  milUia  whicb  might  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  Uaited  State?  in  time  of 

war.  lyould  be  embraced  under  that  clause  of  the  1  ties  of  the  Statea-aad  the  people  as  an  ^rgum^t 
Constitution  which  gives  powered  Congress  "Jb  J  against 4t«    He  contended  that  the.  militia  aciiag 
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Uttder  eooMiilwraiis  from  t(ie  Slates,  nhottld  be 
used,  insteed  of  reffolar  troops  acsting  nod^f  com- 
mission's  front  t-be  United  8t»tei,  end  gentlemee, 
bjr  a  khid  of  rnrerse  logio,  infer  that  Ibis  .will  en- 
datager  -the  independence  of  tbe  States.  •  •  Ags>ii| 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  eoniedded  that  tbe  people  tbetq* 
se)Tes  sboiild  codetitutt  the  military  /stfengtb  of 
the  Union  in  time  of  war,  and  gefftlemeti  had 
concluded  that  this  epdanffered'  tne  liberties  t)f 
the  people.  Bat  it  Was  feaied  if  the-  Gfea'eral 
Government  bid  powei*- to  march  any  par^of  the 
militia  oatt>f  the  United  States,  it  might  hoarlsh 
the  whole  of  the  militia  of  n  otate  ont  of  the 
State,  and  phice  a  sjtaiMling'arAsr  in  their  steftd^ 
Bur  tbe.sam^  danget  to  the  Sttfte  would  exist  no- 
der  the  acbioWledged  powers  of  Congress.  But 
is  it  possible,  said  Mr.  O;,  that  ^ny  Oorernment, 
or  Any  man,  intending  to  assail  the  independency 
of  a  State,  ot  the  liberties  of  &  people,  *weald 
equip  and  Qualify  for  war  the  TpHiole  of  that  terf 
pNBopWl  Though  sent  beyond  their  own  territo- 
rial  limits,  their  homes  and  their  families.wodld 
remain.  fa«hltid^  and  orge  them,  by,  these  strong 
ties,  to  return,  armed  with  greater  power,  and 
firedwith  vengeance  to  expel  thettsurper.  What, 
regular. army  eould  resist  such  assaimts,  urged 
by  8tieh.notivei(?    ,       * 

But,  it  is  said,  this' power Inight  beabased,  and 
the  people  Oppressed  bv  a  grievous  and  burden- 
some service^  That  it  (hey  can  1»e  sent  out  of 
the  United  States,  they  may  be  sent  to  Jamaica 
or  the  East  Indies,  to  China  or  Japan..  No,  siUd 
Mr.  C,  no  free  Gk>vemment  dare  practise  such  an 
abuse  of  nich  a  poW^..  /You  have  (he  ^%e«rity 
of  a  free  Qovemii\ent,  and  it  is  the  best  and  only 
secerlty  you  can'  Ifave.  The  possible  abuse  of 
the  power  cannot  be  fairly  ursed  against  its  use: 
Wcfre  you  thus  to  frason,  yo&  would  )>roscrib^ 
as  wicked  and  dangerous  our  faely  religion  itselH 
Have  not  its  abuses  lit  jEip  the  ftaittes.of  persecv* 
tion  ?  Have  thev  not  fattened  the  soil  with  in- 
nocent blood  %  6ut  am  I.  therefore/  said  Mr.  C«, 
to  c^ase  to  be  a  Christian?  Iris  said  Chat,  in 
England,  under  a  mdnarchy.  the  militia  cannot 
be  miarched  out  of  the  Kingdom.  ^ his  ip  h  mis- 
take. The  Gfovemment  has  the  power,  and  It  is 
by  statute  that  thd  King  is  restrained  Oom  the 
exercise  of  a  power  which  he  would  lOtberWise 
have.  Every  Government  has  this  power,  and 
fans  exercised  it.  Was  net  Rom?  fre?  ?  *  Yet, 
were,  not  the  Roman  legions,  marched  out  pf  the 
Roman  territory?  Was  Athens^^-^were  any  of 
the  Grecian  States  fVee  ?'  Yet^  wiere  Dot  their 
citi^sens  tnafohed  out  of  their  own  territories  ? 
Is  there  an  mstance  in  history  6f  a  Gk>vernment 
which,  in  time  of  war,  could  hot  mkrch  its  citi- 
zens beyond  itk  territorial  liiAils  ?  This  power, 
it  will  be  admitted,  must  rest  either  in  theUnion 
or  in  the  States,  and,  as  they  are  eq,Q9illy  and  fair- 
ly represent»l  ior  the  General  Government,,  theit 
danger  is  not  increased  by  placing  it  there.  .  As  it 
respected  State  rights;  Mr.  C  said,  he  would  only 
add  that  he  did  not  expect  these  zealous  exertions 
in  their  defence  from  nis  honorable  friendf  over 
the  way. 
Mf.  MT  qpoke  in^eply  toMr.  CanvBa.  . 


Mr.  Nbi«8oI^  obsetted.  that  from  the  general 
scope  of  the  remarks  of  the  gehtleman  from  South 
Osro}ina,.(Mr;  OanvBa,)  it  appeared  as  if  he  con- 
sidered thos^  who  differed' from  bimjn  opintot^ 
as  hostile  to  the  miHtia.  It  was  because  he,  Mr. 
N.»  was  a  friend  of  the  militia  and  an  /advocate 
of  State  rights,  that  he  maintained  the  opinion 
that  the  United>  States  has  no  right  lo  send  tbis 
species  of  troops  out  of  the  limits.of  the  United 
States.      •  *  V 

«Mr.  N.'  did  not  Mieve  ihat  the  framers  of  our. 
Constitution  had  any  idea  of  providing  the  meapi 
of  extending  the  terrilory  of  tbis'countpy  by  for« 
eig^n  war.  If  he  might  be  permitted  to  form  an 
^opinion  from  the  debates  *which  took  place  about 
the  time' of  the  adq>tioii  of  the  Constitution,,  and 
thfe  piractice  contem|lomry  With  those  (leb»tes,  he 
should  suppose  a  thirst  ft>r  estending  our  territory 
and  dominion  had  not  theA  tak^n  place — thesen- 
timdot  had  never  «Atered  into  the  minds  of  the 
pattrots  of  thos^  days— their  leadiing  object  evi^  . 
dently  was,  to  sectfrethe  happiness  of  the  people 
within  the  theti  United  States. 

But  if  the  people  of  the  United  States  ate  to  be 
engaged  in  a- war,  for  foreign  conquest,  the  Con- 
stitution gitea'them  no  power  to  pse  the  militia 
for  th  is  jmrpose.  They  must  make  use  of  an  army 
for  obtaining  their  end.  He  was  no.  foe  of  the 
militiaj'when  he  considered  them  as  the  h«tural 
defence  of  the  United  States,  when  he  contend* 
ed  thafihe  people  ofthe  United  States  neter  con-*, 
t^mptftted  tnat  the  General  Government  should 
draw  them  out  of  4heclimit» of  the  Union*  He 
protested  against  the  grant  of  sovereign  powers 
to  that  Gk)yernment.  He  denied  the-  authority 
of  the  writers,  upon  whom  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  bad  fbnnded'  his  opinions^they 
are  doctrines  calculated  for  despotic  Grovernments 
or  limited  naooarehles,  where  the  people  possess 
no  powipr  but  what  they  derive  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  pot  for  this  coon  try.  The  people  of 
th^s  country  faiade  their  own  governments ;  and 
in  estabrishin^  the  Gf^neral  Government^  they 

Sive  it  no  more  po.Wer  than  is  expressed  in  the 
oniititntion  (  those  p(fweirs  whicn  are  not  ex« 
pressly  given,  or  are  not  necessary  to'carry  those 
powers  into  executiobf  beihg  reserved  to  (he 
States  or  the  people. 

'  If  the  power  given  to  Congress  todedare  War, 
carries  with  it  all  tbe  consequences,  whether  di" 
rect  or  indiret;!^  he  asked  why  the  power  to  raise 
'and'^npport  armife^  was  given  in  the  next  sec- 
tion 1  X^opgress  could  not  carry*  on  war  without 
armies.  To  his  mind,  if  appeared  clear,  that  the 
fmmers  of.  the  Constitution  meant  timt  nothing 
'shotiM  beieft  for  construction.  Thef  first  give 
the  power  to  declare  wi^r,  and  thtfn  the  power  to 
•  raise  and  support  armies. 

But  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  In  relation 
to  the  miHtia  is  tftill  more  extraordinary.  He 
toys  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  declare  war. 
frivee  them  ^hcTight  of  using  the  whole  ^hy^oai 
force  of  the  country  $  and  that  if  nothing  had 
beeM  said  respecting  the  militfa,  it  would,  of 
course,  have  been  vsed  tfi  a. part  of* that  physical 
force.    But  Mr,  N.  cmileaded  that  if  the  Gonstt- 
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tQttoii  4iaii  b^eo  sUeot  as  to  Um  miiitia,  liMtCon- 
ffreos  would  have  had  do  power  oyei[  ihem.  Mr^ 
N.  knew  not  wb^Dce  the  g;eotleniaD  from  South 
Ckrolifia  bad  derived  his  opiniod,  th^t  iovasion  is 
not  war,  and  that  therefore  the  militia. may  be 
called  out  to  repel  invaaioD  in  timeof  peafee.  He 
asked  Che  ii^entleman  if  it  were  not  ezpressfy  laid 
dowti  by  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  that  a 
nation  may  consider  an  inva^bn  as  an  act  of  war, 
and  in  consequence,  take,  up  arms  anrd  ^eckite 
war  against  .the  nation  thus  offending)  It  cooJd 
not  be  denied.    -     '  , 

But  ii.was^  saidjJnsurrectionJs  not  ^ar.  Mr. 
N.  considered  invasion  as  foreign  viMir,  apd  rebel- 
lion  as  the  worst  sf^ies  of  war,  civil  war.  This 
was  coBclusiVje  evidence  to  him,  that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  did  not  intend^ihattheniiiicia 
should  be  called  upon  tzcppt  in  t^e  three  cases 
particularly  enumerated:  '  ^ 

Mr,  N.  had  :al ready  said,  that  be  did  npt  con- 
sider the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
\  Carolina,  respecting  sovereign  power,  as  applica- 
ble'to  jf  his  country.  .  *.. 

What,  askati  Mr.  N.  would'  b«  the  consequeiices 
which  would- flow  (rdm  a  doctrine  of  this. kind? 
-Is^nq^  the  power  given  to  the  Executive  to 'make 
treaties  as  q^uoh  a-  sovereign  power  as-  the  poWr 
of  declaring  war  given  to  Gonmss?  And'will 
it  be  said,  that* the  Executive  has  the  power  of 
doing  every  thing  necessary  to,  make  treaties  obli- 

fatpry  ?  He  supposed  .not  ;>  it  would  jcertainly 
e  conceded  that  tpis  Jlouse  has  the  rinjfat  to  con- 
trol the  treat y-makk)g. power,  by  granUn^r  oc  rer 
fusing  to 'grant  the  necessary 'appropriations  fqr 
carrying  treaties  into  effect.  And  Copgress  has 
Ibe  same  kind  of  ch<eck  qpon  the  army  wn  it  is 
raised)  by  their  appropriations  be|ng  confined  Ui 
two  y^rs.. 

'  He  was  therefore  decidedly  of  opinioi!,  that 
the  Gh^vernment  of  the -United  States  has^ooi^on- 
trol  over  the  militia,  eXcept  in  the  cas^s  enume- 
rated ;  and  if  the  object  of  genHemed  be  to  make 
foreign  conquest  wi|h  the^c'vohinuers,  he  should 
lift  lip  his  hand  against. the  biU;  because  he 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  briog  into  being  aforca 
wbich  cannot  .be  used  fop  the  object  proposed. 
But  it  was  said  that  this  force  might  be  used  for' 
internal  defence.  He  wished,  however^  to  seize 
the  present  moment  for  raising  an  effective  force, 
before  the  urdor  .which  exists  in  the  public  mind 
be  evaporated  ;  for,  if  the  enthusiasm  of  .the  peo- 
ple be  suffered  to  subside^  when  Cbpgtess  shall 
attempt  to  raise  an  elective  force,  they  may  find 
it  too  lateto  effect  their  purpose. 

.Mr.  PioxENl^  moved  to  an^end  the  bill,  by  pro- 
viding a  force  of  twenty-five  thousand  meq.  to 
be  officered,  by  the  President)  as  proposed  in  the 
original  bill.  -He  lavi^heyd  to  provide  ja  force  that'^ 
could  unqiiestionably  be  used  against  the  British 
possessions,  The  fo^ce  bontem plated  by  the 
present  bill,^  isyat  least,  of  a  dpubtful  nature.  T^e 
best  talents  or  the. House  bid  been  displayed  otf 
both  sides  of  the  question.  He  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  the  cohrse  which  he  proposed,  as- full 
discretion  is  left  with  the  Executive  to  raise  the 
whole  force,  Dif  not.    He  is  authorixed  to  accept 


of  a  mimber  of  volunteert|  net  exceeding  the  nnm- 
ber  mefp  tinned  in  the  bill.  He  might  therefore 
accept  of  such  a  number  of  each  .kind  of  force,  as 
he  might  judge  it  expedient  to  have  employed. 
For,  gentlemen  must  se^.  .that,  Jf  after  these  fifir 
thousand  volunteers. shall  be  itpbodied,  the  Pres- 
ident should  decide  that  he  has  no  power  to  esH 
ploytbem  for^he  object  contemplated,  the  coun- 
try will  be  in  an  awkward  situation*  .  He  thought 
Ihere  was  safety. in  his  proposition. 

As  to  any  danger  to  be  appreiiended  from  a 
forbe  of  this  kind,  he  thought  it  was  in  vain  to 
.attempt  to  engage  in  ^  wajr,  if  such'an  idea  could 
be  entertained  for  a  moment.  .There  maf  come 
a  time  vj^h^a  large  standing  army  would  bedan- 
gerous  to*  the  liberties  of  the  country  ;jHit  the 
present  is  certainly  not  that  tim^. 

Mr.  Alston  would  vote  againat  the  amend- 
ment proposed  bv  his. colleague  ^  because  he  sub- 
scribed, io  the  doctripe  of  the  gentleman  froB 
South  Carolina  Y  Mr.  C^£tEs;)if  h£  thought  dif- 
ferently, be  should  have  supported  this  amend- 
ment. Becapse;  all  who.  believe  that  this  linct 
cannot  be  mar(^d  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted StateS)  mujst  know  {hat  it  Will  be  an  ineffi- 
cient forqe  ;  and  he  could  not  see  on  iitrjiat  ground 
such  gentlemen  dan  withhold  tb^'r  support  to 
this  proposition;  To  him*  thipre  appeared  oo 
doubt,  that  when  a  declaration  of  war  was^made, 
Co'ngre^  had  the  power  to  use  such  part  of  the 
physical  force  of, the  country  as.t^ey  might  judge 
expedient.  S^uppose,  said  Mr.  A.,  war  was  de- 
clared for  an  infFaetion  of  our  rights  withont  the 
United. States.  Suppose^  for  instance,  thai  the 
Spanish. GroyeVnment  should  insist  i^pon  holdinf 
Mobile,  would  Congress  have  no  power  tp  marcb 
a  part  of  ihe  militia  of  the  country  thither  1  He 
tbnught  such  a^power  had  never  been  questiwifii. 
HeJi^id  no  doubt  of  it,  and  there/ote  should  vote 
against  the  amendment.  '^ 

' ;  Mr.  McKee  fhoufht  it  •nnforttina.te  that  this 
qnestion  4)ad  be^n  broughl  before  the  House. 
But  as  it'had  been  discussed,  and  different  opia- 
ions  expressed  upon  it,  he  wished  the -question  to 
be  faicly  met  a i)d decided;  otherwise  jreotknieB 
will  -vote  for  the  bill  with  different  views,  some 
with  an  expectation,  that  the  force  may  lit  em- 
ployed abroad,  and  oth^s  with  a  directly  eoairary 
t>pioiofr.  . 

Mr.  Smilis  said,  if  gentlemen  were  determined 
to  rely  upon  a  regular  force,  Hhey  had  eexuinlv 
a  riglit  tOr take  their  own  course;  but  he  thought 
a  standing  force  of  thirty-five  thousand  inen  was 
sufficien(-*.he  was  ior  keepiiig  4he  hiil  as  it 
stands. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed,' that  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion;  different  opinions  had  been  ex- 
pressed as  10  the  en^plpvment  of  this  force.  Ic 
was  his  opinion  ibat  'thi^  ^^^V^,  ntighL  be  n^d 
wherever  it  wksvWanted;  but  if  it  were  not  to  be 
so  us^d,  a  less  number  o^men  would  be  necessary. 
It  was  )ruly  a  matter  of  Executive  dtsereiioa. 
still  it  was  desirable  to  have  a  definite  vote  on  the 
subject.,  Hethought  it  would  be  best  to  lake  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  question,  whether  this 
force  could,  or  cotiid.not-  be  marched  ooit  of  the 
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United  States;.  If  the  gentleman  from  North 
CaroliDa  would, c^onsedt  to  withdraw  bis  mptioo, 
he  would  briog  forward  ohe  to  try*  tbat^qaestiou. 
Mr.  Porter  hoped  the  gentlBman  from  Nx>r4h 
Carolina  .^ould  withdraw  hid  motion,  that  the 
questiob  might  be  put  in  the  shape  proposed' by 
the  gentlen^an  froip'  Pennsyirania.  He  could 
not  subscribe  to  the  opioHon  that  it  'Was  im- 
proper, for  this  House  to  decide'  for  wh%t  object 
this  fc^ce  was* to  be  appfied.  He  thought  ii  the 
dutyx)f  Congress  to  keep  in  view'the  object  for 
which  they  were  legislating,  tf  the  business  of 
this  House  «was  to  be  dwind&ed  down  and  prd^ 
traeted  by  long  speeehes^-he  should^ be  fpr  returd- 
ing  back  |o  the  State  goiernmentS)  and  get  them 
to  protect' 00 r  rights.  ,     . 

What,  said^he,  is  t|)e  ohjeet  of  all  our  military 
preparations;?  The  dbjeci.has  been  repeatedly 
av,owed  to  be  to  retaliate  on  CFreat  Britain  the  \t^ 
juries  which  she  has  inflicted  upon  ouf  mar\timo 
rights,  by  an  invasion  of  her  prof  inces,  a^  rhe 
only  quarter  in  which  she  is  Vulnerable.  How 
are  we  tq  eflfect  our  purpose  'I  The  Setuit^  says, 
with  twenty-tive  thousand  regular  ttoops.  This 
ha4  been  agreed  to.  Bdt  have  we,got  them  ?.  On 
paper  only ;  and,  my  word  for  it,  said  Mr.  P.,  it 
will  take  a  considerable  tfme*  to  saise  ihe  'men; 
and  before  this  ^ah  be  done,  our  enemy  will  have' 
blocked  up  ail  the  avenues  to  Canada  with  regu- 
lar* troops,  veteran  troops,  inured  to  huioan 
slaughter. 

Mr.  P.  |:new.  something  of  Canada;  he  lived 
near  its  borders-^his' house  was  wrthin  gunshot 
of  its  lines.  He  had,  therefore,  a  right  to  knoV 
what  was  the  intention-  of  Congress ;  for  the  first 
attack  of  the  etiem'y  Would  jdoubiless  he  upon  hi  oft 
and  his  constituents.  .He  wished  kiot  to  raise  an 
army  that  could  not  be  effqetively  employed.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  we  are  to  make  effective 
war  or  not;  and  th,e  question  Was  io  him  a  Seri- 
ous one.  He  hoped  the  present'  motJhon  would 
therefof-e  be  witbdra,wn.    ^'  .     ,, 

Mr.  PiOKENS  withdrew  his  amendment ;  and 

Mr.  Roberts  .moved  thefdllowing :  ^  that,  this 
'  corps  shall  perform  dqty  at  any  place  in  which 

*  the.  army  may  be  directed  to  act  by  the  proper 

*  authority.'^   '  .     ^   ^ 

,Mr.  K^T  mbve4  to  amend  the  ameadmenl,  by 
adding  the 'words,]  *^at  any  place  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  alleging  that  the  motion  of  the  gea-r 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  was. not  sufficiently 
explicit  to  decide  the  priujciplek 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon^  it  was 
negatived-^yeas  34*  nay?  80,  as  follows : ' 

YsAs — Stevenson'  Ar9her,  £zekiel  Baoon,  John  Ba- 
ker, Abijah  Bigelow,  jfames  Breckenri^ge,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Willikoi  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Ghol- 
•OB,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Williafn  R.  King, 
Lymaa  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  }un.,  Robert 'Le  Roy  Liv- 
IngstqD,  Samuel  McKes,  Jonathan  0.  <Mo0eiey«  Hugh 
Kelson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, William  .Reed,  Henry  M.  Sidgeiy,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis'  B.*  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  WhiUs; 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Nats — WiHis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  An^emon,  David 
Bard,  Josish  Bartlett,  Burv&U  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,~  William  Blackledse,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
Boydr  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  Q.  Oalhoun,  Larigdon  C^hevesj^  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Jjswis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Dkvis,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Glias  Earle,  Willifun  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Greeri,  TSolling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
M.HyBemai9,Ridxard  M.  Jphnson,  Jojaeph  Kent,  Ab- 
ner  Lacpck,  Joseph  Lefever;  Peter  Little,  Willikm 
I40wnde8,  Aaron  Lyle^  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C« 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,;  Archibald JVfcBrydoy  William 
McGoy,  Alexander  McKim,  A'rnnah  Metcalf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitcbill,  James  Morgan^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsbj,  William  Piplsr,  Benjamin  Pond.  John  Ran- 
dblplf,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John^  Roane, 
Jonathan  Reberts;  Wiiliam  Rodman,  Ebene^er  Sage^ 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samti^-Shaw^  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Peleg  Tallman,  John 
Taliaferro, .  George-  M.  Troupl  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  GOrtlandt,  juUm  Robett  Whitehill,  David  R. 
Williams,  WilTiam  Widgery;  and-Robert  Wright 

A*,  motion  ^as  then  made  by  Mr.  HcKim  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  bv  Mr.  Roberta, 
by'  inserting  after  the  said  word  "  place,"  the 
words  "within^  or  out  df  the  United  States  :** 
AocI,  debate  arising,  the  previous  quefstion  was 
called  for  by*  Mr,  Smilie,  and,  being  dem^inded 
by  One-fifth  of  the  members  present,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for,  and  carried.   '     «  . 


.  THURSDAY;  JantJary  16., 

Mr.  MoRRpw,'from  the  Committee  on  the  Puh* 
Uq  La qds,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secce* 
fary  of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ';  which  was  read'  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the'  Wbole  on  Monday  next.. , 

Mr.  &aE4,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
add  Post. Roads,  .presented  a  bill  to  alter  and. es- 
tablish certain  post  voads  \  whi,cb  was  read  twice, 
and  comnftitted  to  a  Commiltee  of  the^Whoie  on 
Monday- n^zt. 

A. Message,  received  'from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  yesterdajT}  was  reai^,'  iraasmitting 
an  actbunt  of  the  contingent  expenses  of.  Gk}V- 
ernment  for  the  year  1811,  incurred  on  ^tie  occa- 
sion  of  taking  possession  of  the  territory  timtted 
eastwardly  by.  the  river  Perdidoi  and  amooDtiog 
to  three  thousand  three  Hundred  and  ntnety*six 
dollars*. 

Another  Message,  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  yesterday,  was  read,  trans* 
miUihg  to  the  Hous^  a>eporl  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  ^ith  their  resolution  of  the  29th 
of  Noyember,  of  American  seamen  Impressed  into 
thesertice  of  Foreign  Powers. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  iHouse  a  letter 
frOD^  the  ^cretary  of  War,.transmittinga  report, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  oT- the  19ih  ultimo, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United -States  to 
cause  to 'be  laid  before  the  House  a-^tatement  of 
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tbe  capital  emploved  ia  the  Indian ;  trade,^  the 
amoimt  of  annuar  puirchaiesi  satea,  and  artieles 
received  in  payment;  together  with'^he  javmbec^ 
tiames,  and  salaries- bf  agents,  the  places  where 
stationed,  and  specifying  tbe  state  of  the  trade  for 
the  last  four  years;  .which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 
The  following  Message  was  recelVed  from  thp 

Pl^SIDENT  OF  THE  UkiTEO  StATCS  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Ihusi  of 

Rqtresqttatfves  of  the  United  Statea.- 

J  epmmunicate  to  Congress  a'listter  from  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Ajlimst^r  Plenipot^^aiy  of  Great 
Britain^  io  thie  Secretary:  of  State,  with  the  answer  pf 
the-latter.  .    " 

The  continued  evidence  aflbrded  by  this  correspond- 
ence of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  British  jQavemment 
against  our  national  rights,  atrengthens  the  considera- 
tions recommending  and  urging  the  preparation  <lf  ad- 
equate means  fdr  maintaining  Siem, 

JAMES  MADiSOK. 
:  WASHtireTQVj  JOff.  16, 1812.  '       • 

,0n  motion  of  Mr.  Blocwt.  ^he  Gemnaittee  of 
the  lyhole  were.  discLharged  frqm  the  consideira* 
tioB  of  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  ipaking  further 
provision  for  tbe  corps  of  engiiie,ers,^?  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  committee-  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  tbe  I^resi^ent  as  feUtes  to  filling  the 
ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the 'reg- 
ular, troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force,  to  tBe  ac- 
ceptance or  volunteers;  to  detachm^ts  of  militia^ 
and  to  such  a  preparation  of  th^  great  body  as 
will  propoj^tion  its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  ca- 
pacity.    '  .     '  '   '      . 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUknis,  the' House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Cdminittee  of  the  Whole, 
oxi  the  bill' from  the  Senate,  with  tbe  amendments 
recommended  by  the  Army  Committee,  to  whom 
it  had  been  referred. 

The  bill,  with  the  proposed  ameadments,  being 
gone  through,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would,  in  as  few 
words  as  he  was  able,  explain'  the  hature  of  Uie 
amendments  which  the  select -committee  bad  r»» 
commended.'  This  bill,  he  said,  w'lis  predicated 
on  the  dcEBtrtfetion  of  the  office*  oi  PurveyoV  of 
P-ublic  ySupplies.  who  is  properly  the  Commissa- 
ry GfenerflTl  o^f  the  United  States;  attd  eoniem- 
plfttes  the  establishment  in  its  place,  not  only  of 
a  Q^uarlermaster  General  for  the  United  States, 
bat  a  Commissary  General  in  the^saone  person. 
In  investiga^ng  thin  subject,  the  eoormittee  could 
see  no  reason  for  blending '  these  two  important 
offices  in  one,  the  duties  ai  both  which  are  im-^ 
portant,  perfectly  distinct,  and  never  were  blend- 
ed in  any  country  in'theifvorld-;  and  for  this  srood 
reason,  these  officer^  are  h  eheek  upon  each  ouier ; 
one  being  thepurchaserf  add  tbe  other  the  dis- 
tributor of  supplies;  whereas,  if  they  w^re  united 
in  one  person^  frauds  to  aoly  amount  might  be 
conimitied  without  the  possibility  of  detection. 
Besides,  it  is  necessary  the  iGtuar  term  aster  Gen- 
eral should  be  a  miliiary  n^an;  ibdeed  his  pres- 
ence is  at  times  required  in  the  field,  ro  distribute 
the  supplies ;  whilst  the  Purveyor  or  Comjnissary 
General,  whose  b^iness'it  is  to  purchase  supplied 


of  every  kind  for  the  Array,  ought  tp  be  &  man 
well  acquainted  wilh  meroantile  concerns. 

After  someo'bjections  from  Messrs.  Alstoh  and 
Rhbjl,  and  ^ome  remarks  in  r^ly  from  Messrs. 
TallhadoeJ  and  Findlet,  theametodoaeats  which 
webt  CO  keep  up  the  Purveyors  ofllee,  were  agreed 
to;  and  the  Committee^rose  and  reported  the  bill 
The  Bouse  Xook  it  uprnnd  concurred  wkh  the 
amendments,  and  ordered  the  bf  fi  to  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

VOLUNTfEBR  CORPS. 

^  The  House  reamed  the  eonsi  deration  of  Che 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  authoriziaf  the 
President  to  ft ccept  of  certain  ToluiHeers,  when 
the  Spbaki^r  stated  that  Che  previoas^  question, 
^hich  had  been  demanded  and  was  depending  at 
the  lime  of  tbe  adjournm'cint,  was  now  to  he  laSea. 
>  Mr*  RoBCBTft,  not  willing  to  embarrass  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  withdrew  his  amend  meat, 
Which  was  uAder  consideration  if  hen  the  liause 
last  adjourped. 

Mr.  Gbolson  wsfs  desirous  of  Ascertaiaing with 
certainty  in  what  light  this  volunteer  corps  was 
to  he  considered  >  knd,  for  this  purpose,  he  tro- 
pos^  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  third 
sectidn  tb^  following' words:  ^to  serv^  either 
within  or  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.'*   ^ 

•  Mr.  BoBWBLL  was  sorry  that  his  coUeagoe  had 
ofiered  this  amendment.  He  might  as  wdihave 
moved  to  aod  the  \rords;  "aboye  and  hdow^^'as 
^  within  aud  without;"  What  is  tbe  object  of 
this  bill  ?  '  It  is  to  proride  a  military  forcefotthe 
public  service.  The.  Constitution  pliu  its  em- 
ployment ip  other  hAJid<«.'  We  must  raise  the 
force,  and  the  President  of  theUnited  States  wilt 
employ  i^  within  or  without  tbe  United  States,  ai 
may  be  necessary,' agreeably  to  the  powers  vested 
in  him  by  the  Constitution.  Why  desinate  the 
Uianner  in^  or  the  purposes  lor  whioh  this  force 
shall  be  employed,  when  we  can  neither  add  to. 
nor  dmluct  froin,.  the  directions  of  the  Coostico- 
tion  iff  tbitf  respec^;?  It  must  b&Ye  appeased,  fnm 
the  ezperienee  of  yesterdf^y,  that  it  would  be  im- 
passible to  get  the  ^ouse  to  express  a  definite 
.opinioiv on  this  subject. 

.  Gentlemen  say  it  is  desiral)}e  to  aseertata  the 
sense  of  th«  House  oh  ibis  question,  becaase  they 
wish  to  know  whether  this  force  can  be  seoi 
af^ainst  Canada.  He  was  himself  convinced  that 
the  militia  of  t&e  United  States  cannot  be  march- 
ed out  of  the  country ;  that  np  Preaideot  would 
dare  to  order  them  out;  that  if  anr  suehauempt 
i^ere  made,  it  vifoul4  be  resisxed.  He  should, 
ho weyer,  vote  fi>r  the  bill ;  and  should  be  wilUng, 
if  necessary,  to  give  the  President  any  additional 
force  for  the  in  version  of  Canada  ^ 
'  Mr*  B.  hoped  the  Sill  would  be  su£r«red  to  pass 
in  its  present  shape.  He  knew  hb  colleagss  too 
well  to  belieye  he  wished  to  throw  any  unneces- 
sary embarrassment  in  the  way  of  public  business^ 
and  he  hoped,  on  more  mature  renectioo,  that  he 
would  withdraw  his  araen.dme^t,  and  let  the  bill 
pass.  ' : 
'  Mr.  Gold' thought  this  amendment  desirable 
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for  the 'Bate  of  de§iiliig  the  parpose  Ibr  whieh 
these  volunteers -afcf  to\  offer  their  'serTieev  The 
gefitlemftn  (Vom  Virgiofa  (Mr.  Bdrwbll)  had 
said  it  would  decide  nothing. '  I^  was  of  a  dif-« 
ferent  opioion.  It  wonld,  at  all  eFents^  let  the  vol- 
unteer know  whkt  service  be  'had  to  perform, 
whccb  he  thought  desirable,  aiid  which  every  pne 
Would  wish '  to  know ,  before  he  offered  his  ser- 
vices. '       .  ■    . 

Mrr-Waxa^T.— Mr.  Speaker,  f  wish  tbchdoorar 
ble  gentlemaa  /rom  yirgioia  (Mr»  Qh04.8on) 
would  withdraw  his  proposed  aneadment.    Sir, 
1  hope  that  geatlemao^  whose  uleots  aad  hiotives 
I  higily  appreciaCe^  will,  «a  a  review ^f  iJie  auh^' 
ject,  be  'sausBed  that  Congress  have  oo  power 
6ver  the  Coaslitotioa,  so  09  to  eoatrol  itr  con- 
stmctioa,  by  the  Exeeutive.    The  Gonstitutiba 
either  authorises  the  Pjresideut  Co  send  these 'vol- 
unteers oat  of  the  United  States,  or  it  does  not 
amhorice  lifin>.    If,  sir,  it  does  not.  elin  .this  bill 
authorize  hiipt    If  it  does,  can  this^  bill  control 
his  Constitutional  powers  ?    Sir,  theliegislaliVe, 
the  Bxecutiye,  and  the  Judiciary,  are  c6-ordinate 
powers,  on  subjects  by  the  Constitutlon^submit- 
ted  to  them  ;  each'  respectively  and  exclusively  \}i 
entitled  to  constfue  the  Constitution  for  itself: 
Sir,  Congress  eannot' alter  anypt^rt  of  the  Coni- 
stkutioa  without  the  consent  of  the  States;  knd 
of  course  cannot,  in  any  manner,  by  any  act  of 
ordinary  legislation,  impose , a  construct  ion  by- 
law.   The  Gofllstittttion  is  the  paramount  (aw, 
and  by  each  departiiletrt  is  to  be  eonstrued  by 
itself.  '  I  feel  no  doubt  th^t  these  Volunteers  may 
be  seat  out  of  the  United  States,  by,  the  Constitu* 
tion ;  but.no  mai(  can  believe,  ir  they  citnnot,  that 
this  law  will  justify  or  authorize  it,  unless  we 
should  determine  that  we  have  power  paramount 
to  that  hallowed  instrument.    Sir,  I  am  desfrops 
.  of  flciine  with  despatch,  and  definitely,  on  this 
bill.     We^  Were,  two  daytf  8i?o,'  lectured  hv  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Yirgioia,  (Mr.  Wii.- 
soN^X^c  our  delay  in  the  pastege  of  the  bill.  .  t 
appeal  to  thii  House,  wbetbertln^t  gentleman  has 
not  distinguikhed  hin^seif  in  that  delay;  and  Will 
submit  to'  him  the  remark  of  Cato,  ^twrpeeit 
docttM%  cufii  adpa  rtddrguU  iprkm.^    I^  hi>pe, 
faowevef,  sir,  we'shail  deliver  ourselves  fVom  that 
charge,  by  atoiding  any  farther  delay,  and  that 
the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  aVnendroenl  or 
that  tbe  House,  will  reject  it,  ao.d.pas8  th^  bill  to 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock  observed  t dat  this  amendinent  was 
ioteaded  to  test. the  opinion  of  the  Houses  Though 
he  believed  the  President  had  the  power  to  march' 
the  militia  where  he  pjeased,  yet  he  should  vote 
against  it,  because.' be  believed  Cpngress  wer« 
travelling  out  of  their  duty  in  deciding  thisques-. 
tioD^ 

Mr.  FiSK  approved  the  proposed  amendment. 
It  was  the  dutv'of  Congress  to  Qiake  tb'eir  law4 
plain  and  intelligible }  the  proposed  ameadment 
would  not  affect  the  icopstitutionality  of  the  force. 
It  would  be  declared  on  the  la.ee  ot  the  law  for 
what  pjirpoees  the  volunteers  Were  Wanted,  and 
no' one  could  labor  under  any  .mistake  on  the^suh' 
ject )  whereas,  if  no  such  apiendment  ismade^tio 


oiTe  can  certainly  tell  how  these  volunteers  are  to 
be  employed. 

Ml.  Smilib  said,  thid  was  the  second  attempt 
which  he  had  witnessed^  to  explain  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution  by  law;  hot  he  hoped  the 
good  sense  of  the  House  would  resist  it.  *  Does 
the  gentleman  from  .Yermont  recoHtet  that,  in 
raising  a  regular  force,  ik>- explanation  is  made  of 
the  object  for  which  t(^e<men  are  wanted?  Let 
us,  said  he.  raise  the  force,  and  leave  tlfe  President 
to  do  his  tuity,  undirected  by  us. 

•Mr#  Gold  lyas-sofry  there  was  so  great  an  in* 
disposition  to  meet  this  question.  No  one  can 
say  that.it  is  eneroachio^  6n  th^  Executive  pre- 
rdgative,  to  authorize  him  to  accept  of  a. volun- 
teer focce|for.a  limited  time,  for  certain  purposes. 
,To.pa3a  inis  bilV'in  it&  present  shape,  would  be 
forcing  the  President  to  exercise  the  Judicial  as 
•well  as  the  ExecuUve  power,  before  he  could  dis* 
cover  the  intentions  of  Congress.  It  is  the  Presi* 
dent's  duty  to  execute  the  laws ;  but  they  ought 
to  he  passed  ia  a  clear  and  intelligible  manner. 
:  Mr.  BtBB  said,  it  was  certainly  proper  in  enact- 
ing Jaws,  to  mfike  them  as  explicit  as  possible ; 
but  will  this  amendment  make  the  bill  more  in- 
telligible than  it  is  at  present?  He,  thought  not. 
Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  (hat  Con- 
gress may  rightfully  direct  the  President  as  10  the 
employment  of  this  force,  will  this  amendment 
g<ii^  aqf  BMch  direction  ?  It  would  not.  It  was 
altogether  indefinite, and  he  should,  therefore,  vote 
-against  it.        .      ' 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr»  Oh^olson  .and 
others,  he  withdrew  his  amendment. 

N|r.  Bacon  said,  there  appeared  to  be  wanting 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  services  of  these  volunteers  are 
to  be  .accepted.  They  are,  according  to  this  bill, 
to  offer  .'their  services  to  the  President ;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  them  to 
.maVe  the  offer  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States,  and  let  thtem  communicate  the  offer  to  the 
President.  The  Governors,,  as  Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  the  3tnteS)  will  have  to  cdmmii^sioo  the 
officers,  and  it  would  certainly  be  best,  that  the 
offer  or  service  »hould  be  made  to  them.  A  dif- 
ferent course  would  be  attended  with  much  in- 
conyenienee.  -  He  would  move  an  amendment, 
therefore,  of  the  following  words :  ^'  through  the 
medium  of  the  Executive  authority  of.  the  seve- 
ral Slates." 

Tbeihotion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  B*.  Hall  said  he  bad  voted  for  every  mea-. 
sure  in  favor  of  placing  the  country  in  a  state 
suited  to  the  present  crisis ;  but  be  could  not  vote 
(or  the' present  bill,  as  he  believed  it  to- be  uncon- 
stitutional.* This  corps,  when  imbodied.  will  be 
as  much  a  regular  corps  as  any  other.  The  Pres- 
ident has  power  to  call  out  the  militia  for  certain 
purposes.  Who  are  the  militia  7  They  are  all 
the  people  of  the  United. States  liable  to  do  mi- 
litia duty,  subiect  to  the  call  of  the  President;  but 
the  moment  they  are  selected  into  special  corps, 
they  are  a  part  of  the  Army,  and  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  dfficered  by  the  President.  The  word  "  ini- 
litta"  does  not  occur  in  the  whole  of  this  hill. 
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But-  for  this  doubt  io  his  ^ind,  he  would  btfve 
cheerfully  voted  for  the- additiooal  force.  He 
moved  a  recon^mitmeot  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PoRTSR  hoped  the  bill  would, be' rteom-' 
mitted.  Jt  is  certainly  incorrect  in  several  respects, 
but  especially  in  the. first  section/  He  should  ool, 
however,,  have  made  the  motion,  but  have  relied  • 
upon  the  Senate  to  have  made  the  necessary  cor- 
irection ;  bat,,  bein^r  made,  h»  seconded  ic  and 
wished  it  tt)  pass/  The  section  which  provides 
for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers^  .does  not  say. of 
whom  they  shall  consist.  «... 

.    The  motion  was  negatived, 

Mr.  Nelsc^n  would  make  a  hst.  an  expiring 
effort  to  unravel  or  .cut  this  web  of  difficnlty  into 
which  this  subject  had  been  thrown — an  effort 
made  in  the  spirit  of  candor,  and  he ^ hoped,  it 
would  be  received  by  the  House  as  intended.  He 
had  avowed  it  to  be  his  object  to  ^ut  the  United' 
States  in  that  armor  which  th'^  President  had 
recommended. 

Our  Constitution,  said  Mr.  N.,  was  the  fruit  of 
a  spirit  of  compromise ;  and  th&  measures  of  jhrs 
Hous^  must  frequently  be  'actuated  l>y  a  similar 
spirit.  It  is  necessary,  all  agree,  to.brin^  into 
existfence  a^body  df  troops  which  wilt  prove  ef- 
fective. He  was,  on-  this  account,  for  ^having  a 
corps  which  would  act  more  promptly  than  mili- 
tia. It  conld  not  be  expuected,  however,  that  mi- 
litia, unaceustomed'to  service,  could  act  so  prpnipt> 
ly  as  a  corps  of  volunteers,  which  should  he  trained 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  N.  thought  it  of  great  im- 
portance that  the  ardor  a^d  enthusiasm  which 
exist  among^he  people,  at  the  present  moment, 
should  be  taken  advantage  of  lor  raising  these 
volunteers;  and  concluded  with  moving  that  5he 
bill,  with  its  amendments,  lie  upon  the  table  for. 
the  present,  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing in  a  new  bill  to  authorize  the  President  (o 
accept  and  commission  a  corps  of  Volunteers — s^y 
30,000, 40,000,  or  50.000;  and.  after  a  bill  of  this: 
kind  was  passed,  he  would  join  with  gentlemen 
in  providing  another  corps  for  State  purposes. 

Mr.  McKei:  seconded  the  motion  for  another 
reasdn.  -  There  was  a  Message  of  importance  on 
the  taljle  from  the  President  of  the  Uuited- States, 
which  he  Wished  to  hear  read. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  negatived.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  for  a  third  reading-Tryeas 
96,  nays  35,  as  follows: 

Y«is— WilUs  Alston,  junior,  WflUam  Anderson, 
John  Bakeiv  D^vid  B^d,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell 
Baasett,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Har- 
manus  Bleecker,  Thoipas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breckenridge,  Robert  BrOwn,  William  A.  Qurwell, 
William  Butler,  John  C3.  Calhoun,  Langdon' Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton^  LefFis 
Condit,  Wm*  Crawford,  R.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Job^ 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eliaa  Earle,  James  Eqiott, 
William  Ely,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  li.  6reen>  Felix  Grundy,  Qbed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Avlett  Hawes^  Jacob  Hwffty, 
John  M.  'Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R<  Jfin^,  Abner  Lacock,  Pete^  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy>  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Mvcon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomaa 


Moore,  -Archibald  McBryde^  William  McCoy,  Sunnel 
McKee,,  Arunah  Metcalf,  lames  -Morgan,  Jeremuh 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Kew- 
ijold,  Stephen  Oipsby,  WjUliam  Paalding»  Jan.,  Iffsd 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Bei^amin  Pond,  Peier  B. 
Portec,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridge- 
ly,  Sai&uel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  R<Mjae,  Jona- 
Hhan  Roberts, 'William  Rodman,  Ebenc^r  Sage,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  Ebenezer  SeaVer^  John  Sevier,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanfoid, 
Philip  Stuart;  Silas  Stow,  William  Stroag;  GsmiBe 
Sallivan,  Peleg'Tallman,  'John  Taliaferra,  Vn  Tracy, 
George  Mv  Troap,  Chailea-  Turner,  Jan.,  Ffene  Van. 
Cortlandt^  jun.,  Rebetrt  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WilUami, 
'Willie  Widg«ry,  Thomas  Wilaon,  and  Robert 
Wright.  ... 

Nat« — Stevenson.  Archer,  Ei^i^del  Bacon,  A^ik 
Bigelovr,  Elijah  'Brigham,  EjMphroditaa  Oharaptoa, 
Martin  Chittenden,  J<4in  Davenport,  janiar,  Williaia 
ISly,  James  Fisk,  Asa  fitch,  BoUing  Hall,  Ricfaari 
'Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Keiy,  Lyman  Law,  JoKpk 
L6wiB,'jr.,  Jonathan  Q.  Moaeley,  Joseph  P«aiaoo,  Tia- 
othy  Pitkin,  junior,. Elisha  R.  Potter,  Adam  Sejbeit, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  7*jil- 
roadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 
.  The  hill  was  .then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  vo-naorrow*  .    .    y 

.   '  Friday,  January  17. 

Mi;  'Q^uenct  presented  a  petitioa  of  the  meai- 
Uers  of  the.  AHSOciation.of  .MiQisteTs  in  andabeot 
Boston,,  pri^yine  that  tbe  njnth  section  of  the  "Act 
regnlalic^  the  Post  Office  EstuJblishment,^  passed 
the  twenty-Hft^h  of 'April,  1810,  be  eo.ameodedas 
to  prohibit  the  delivery  of  letter^  on  Sunday  be- 
fore sunset. — Litid.  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  presented  several  petitions  of  the 
members 'of  sundry  Christian.  denominatioBs  re- 
siding in  the  Western  cotintry,  praying  tfaattde 
mail  may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post  o%ees  ouy 
not  be  opened  on  Sundays. — Ordered  to  lieoatite 
table. 

A  M^essage.  was  received  from  .the  Presideoi  of 
the  United.  States 'transmitting  a  letter  bvm  the 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleoipdteii- 
tiiiry  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute, 
with.  I he^ answer  of.  the  latter. — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  thePienr 
dent's /Message,  vhieh  relates  to  India  o  aflkua. 
VOLUJ^TEBK  CORPS. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  aocept  and  organize  certain 
tolunte^r  military  corps,  was  read  the  third  time. 
And  on  tbe  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  passed 
in'the  affirmative — yeas  87,  nays  23,  as  follows : 
.  '  YiAS — WiUia  Alston,  jun.,  William  Andsrson,  8te- 
venson  Archpr,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Baflsett,  WiUisa 
W.  Bibb,  WU)iam  Blackledge,  Harmanoa  Bleecker, 
Thomas  Blount,  Adatti  Boyd,  Jamee   Brockeaii<^, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wilfiam  Baiier, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Cfopton>  Lewni  Condit,  WilUam  Orawlbrd,  Ro^er 
Davis,  Joseph  Desfaa,  Elias  Barle,  James  £n»^  WU- 
Iiam Findley,  Xfoahack  Franklin,  Thomas  iStwlson, 
Thomas  R..(Gk>ld,  tsaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  XSrandly,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A^^  Harp^,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly, 
John  M.  Hynemaii>  Richard  AL  JohnsoD,  William  R. 
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Kingf  Abn^r  Lacocit*  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingstoD,  William  lA>wDdes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Natfianiel 
Macon,  George  G.  Kaxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William 
McOoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
Motcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,-  Stephen  'Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,  jin^  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  <Pohd,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Josiafa  Qutncy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M» 
Bidgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathali  Roberts, 
William  Redman,  EbenezerSage,  Ebenezer  8eavtr, 
John  SeVier,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Jlichard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  Peleg  Tallmao, 
John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tr«^y»  George  M. 'Troup,.  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Pivrr  Van  Cortlandti  jr.^  Robert  White- 
Jiill,  Dttvid  R.  WiilianuH  Thoioas*  Wilson,  and  Bobwt 
Wright.,  .         . 

N  AT»— Eaeluel  Bacon,  Abqah  Blgelow,  Ely  ah  Brig* 
hAm,  iS^phroditns  Champion,  'M.artin  Cfiittenden, 
Jt>hn. Davenport,  .iun-.,  William  Ely,  James  F^,  Asa 
Fitch,  Boiling  Hul»  Richard  Jaekson,  junior,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkip,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  I»6tter,  Adam 
Seybertf  Lewis-B.  StUrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Laban  Wjieaton,  and  Leonard  White. 
QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  daartermaster'a  Departifient"  came  up. 
oa  its  third  readipg. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  if  the  House  would  pay  at- 
tention le  th^  duty- of  the  Puri^eyor  of  Fubiie 
Supplies,  and  diamine  the  powers,  given  to  the 
€tu»rtermaMer  Generai  in  this  bill,,  it  Wonld  ap- 
pear erideot  that  xhere  was  no  necessity  for  both 
offices,  and  it  certainly  .was  not  the  wish  of  the 
House  to  erect  two  fl^reat  departmenUt  tp  perform 
the  same  duties.  He  coald  perceive  no  way  in 
which  one  officer  was  to  be  ^a  check  upon  the 
other.  He  liked  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Sea- 
ate  better  than  asamendedi  as  he  saw  no  neeesaity 
for  retaining  ihe  office  of  Purveyor 

Mr.  T:^LLMAi>OB  observed,  that  thegrreat  object- 
of  this  bill;  and  the  only  one  which  mftde  it  neces- 
sary, WM  to  provide  for  a  doartermaster  QeJieral's 
Department,  instead  of  military  agents,  as  em* 
plowed  at  present.  There  nei^r  was'Sucn  an  offi- 
cer in  the  staff  department  in  the  Revoliltionary 
^virar«  The  late  Secretary  6/  War,  as  well  as  the 
present,  were  in  iavor  of  this  chanife.  The  mili- 
tary agen^,  without  much  responsibility,,,  had 
nearly  cpntrpUed  the  whole  War  Department. 
Aq  attempt  was  made  twoyearsago  to  effect,  this 
change,  but  it  then  failed.  The  pfl&e  of  Purveyor 
of  Public  Supplies  wa9  instituted  long  beforeahat 
of  Military  Agen|.  The.  duties  of  the  Q^uarter- 
master  G^erai  and  Purveyor  are  very  different. 
The  former  is  a  highly  jespectable  and  confiden- 
tial officer ;  bf  is  next  m  consequence  to  the  Com- 
inaxidec'in-£)hief,  with  whom  h^  has /frequent 
oommunication.  E^ery  movement  of  the  Army 
is  first  communjoated  to  him.  He  onght  to  be  a 
military  character.  It  is  his  duty  to  receiveand 
deliver  out  the  necessary  supplies  for  )he  Army^ 
aod  to  attend  to  its  movements.  The  duties  of 
the  Purveyor  is  to  purchase,  under  the  (direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  arms,  clothing, 
hospital  stores,  and  every  o(her  article  necessary 
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for  the  Army.  So  that  there  is  not  the  least  simi- 
larity  between  the  two  officers ;  one  being  the 
purchasing,  the  other  the  distributing  officer.  •  If 
the  office  of  Purveyor  were  to  be  done  away,  the 
Q^ttartermaster  General  would  have  to  employ  a 
deputv  or  agent  to  make  these  purchases,  which 
would  be  putting  too  much  in  the  power  of  a  sub- 
ordinate officer,  and  would  do  away  that  check 
which  will  exist  if  the  Purveyor  be  continued,  as 
the  purchaser  and  distributor  of  the  supplies  Would 
be  In  the  sam^  person.  The  Purveyor  is  also  the 
purchaser  of  goods  for  the  Indian  department. 

Mr.  Williams  rose  to  prevent  any  person  from 
fallinff  into  the  mistake  which  the  gentleman 
ffom  North  Carolina  appeared  to  have  done,  by 
makinff  remarks  applicable  to  the  printed  bill  (a 
part  ofwbich  had  been  struck  out  and  other  parts 
amended  (instead  of  the  bill  read  from  the  Chair* 
He  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  add  anything  in 
reply,  to  what  had  been  so  well  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  had  attended  to  the  bill  as 
read,  and  not  to  the  printed  bill :  and  insisted  that, 
from  the  nrovisions  of  the  bill,  the  Secretary  of 
War  might  direct  the  Purveyor  and  Q^iarter- 
master  to  purchase  the  same  articles.  If  the  bill 
was  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
stated  it  to  be,  he  should  not  have  objected  to  it; 
but  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Q^uiNCT  had  doubts  whether  both  these 
officers  were  necessary.  There  was  no  such  offi- 
cer as  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  If  it  were  found  hereafter 
that  another  besides  the  Quartermaster  General 
was  necessary,  he  could  be  appointed.  There 
ought  certainly  to  be  a  responsibility  attached 
to  the  purchase  of  supplies,  and  this* might  be 
placed  in  the  Head  or  the  War  Department  or 
Q^uartermaster  General.  He  had  not  sufficient 
light  on  the  subject,  to  say  that  both  these  officers 
are  necessarv.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  tne  Senate. 

•  Mr.  Blocnt  said,  that  thonffh  there  was  not  a 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  there  was  a  Clothier,  who  did  niuch 
the  same  business.  If  we  are  goinff  to  war,  said 
Mr.  B.,  he  did  not  see  how  we  could  do  without 
a  Cluartermaster  General  j  and  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  him  to  become  the  purchaser  of  sup- 
plies, which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Purveyer  to  pur- 
chase, because,  as  had  already  been  stated,  there 
would  be  no  check  in  the  business.  There  must 
be  propriety  in  keeping  the  offices  distinct.. 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  it  was  impossibS  to  go  to 
war  without  a  Quartermaster  General ;  for  there 
is  no  man  has  so  much  to  do  about  an  army  as 
this  officer.  There  was  always  more  difficulty  in 
settling  the  Quartermaster  General's  accounts 
than  any  other.  The  only  instances  in  which  a 
Q^uartermaster  General  has  to  purchase  supplier 
is  when,  by  some  miscarriage  or  accident,  the 
supplies  from  the  Commissary  or  Purveyor  do  not 
ari'ive  in  season.  It  is  necessary  that  such  a 
power  should  be  vested  in  this  officer,  to  be 
used  on  such  extraordinary  occasionsi  As  had 
b^eeo  stated  by  his  colleague,  though  there  were 
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no  Purveyor  duriog  the  Revolation,  there  were 
clothiers  or  agents  employed  in  different  sittiations, 
which  answered  the  purpose.  The  qualifications 
Decessary  for  the  Quartermaster  General  and  Pur- 
Teyor  are  verv  different ;  the  one  ought  to  be  a 
soldier,  the  otner  a  merchant. 
The  bill  passed  by  a  large  majority. 

JSTAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment 

Mr.  Creyes,  the  Chairman  of  the  Navy  Com- 
mittee, moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  with  ^*four  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars,"  and  said  he  believed  it  to  be'  his 
duty  at  this  time,  to  disclose  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  the  views  and  motives  of  the  select 
committee  in  reporting  the  bill,  Mr.  C.  said,  I 
consider  this  subject  as  one  of  the  most  important 
that  can  be  brought  before  this  House;  as  a  grtet 
otiestion,  involving,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
fate  of  a  species  of  national  defence  the  most  es- 
sential and  necessarv  to  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. I  know,  said  Mr.  C,  how  many  and  how 
strong  are  the  prejudices,  how  numerous  and  how 
deeply  laid  are  the  errors  which  I  have  to  en-, 
counter  in  the  discussibn  of  this  question  ;  errors 
and  prejudices  the  more  formidable,  as  th%ycome 
recommended  by  the  virtues,  and  shielded  by  the 
estimable  motives  of  those  who  indulge  them«  1 
have  been  told  that  this  subject  is  unpopul^ir,  and 
it  has  been  not  indistinctly  hinted,  that  those 
who  become  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  bill  will 
not  advance  by  their  ezeftions  the  personal  esti- 
mation in  which  they  may  be  held  by  their  polit- 
ical associates.  1  will  not  do  my  political  friends 
the  injustice  to  believe  that  these  exertions  will 
diminish  their  confidence ;  but,  could  I  think 
otherwise,  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  diverted  from 
a  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty  by  considerations 
of  this  kind.  I  wish  to  lead  no  man,  and  Fam 
determined  not  to  be  blindly  led  by  any  man.  In 
acting  with  a  party,  I  do  so^  because  1  adopt  their 
leadinfi^  principles  and  politics  as  the  best,  and  be- 
cause 1  believe,  from  the  nature  of  free  Gk)vern- 
ment,  it  is  necessary  so  to  act  to  give  efficiency 
to  the  exertions  of  any  individual;  but  I  do  not 
feel  myself,  therefore,  bound  to  renounce  my  de- 
liberate opinions  on  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  or  to  take  no  independent  part  in  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  I  sincere- 
ly believe  that,  if  this  infant  Naval  Establish* 
ment  bAither  abandoned  or  put  down,  the  party 
who  now  form  the  majority  in  this  House,  and 
in  the  country,  may  run  great  risk  of  becoming 
the  minority,  not  only  within  these  walls,  but  in 
the  nation. 

This  question  must  be  discussed,  said  M#.  C., 
on  this  occasion,  on  new  principles.  Hitherto,  in 
politics,  as  in  science  and  morals,  there  have  been 
certain  fixed   principles,  which,   to  attempt   to 

Erove,  would  be  considered  as  trifling  with  the' 
earer ;  and  certainly  among  ttiese,  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  protecting  commerce,  in  a  com- 
mercial country,  would  have  been  ranked.    But  J 


we  hav%  beard  it  said,  and  it'  has  almost  become 
popular  and  fashionable  to  say  on  this  floor,  that 
the  nation  ought  not  to  go  to  war  for  the  -protec- 
tion of  commerce ;  and,  by  stronger  reason,  tbtc 
it  ought  not  to  establish  a  navyr,  which,  it  is  sap- 
posed,  is  fitted  only  for  that  object ;  that  Jiothiof 
should  provoke  us  to  this  act  of  national  resist- 
ance, but  the  actual  invasion  of  our  soiL  Whei 
such  principles  have  been  Avowed,  the  -friends  of 
the  bill^efore  you  cajMiot^eem  it  unnecesary^ 
the  opponent^  jof  ir cannot  consider  it  as  iopnip- 
erly  obtrttsiye— to  discuss  the  question,  wiwciier 
the  oopomerce  of  this  couAuy  is  entitled  to  pre- 
tection.  I  ask  the  patient  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  Such  argumettt9as  shall  grow  omtf  the 
subject,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  lay  bef<^«tk«n 
with  as.  much  precision  and  clearBess  as  I  sa 
able.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  occupy  their  tioe 
by  a  full  development  of  them  as  the  importaaee 
of  the  question  demands,  and  will  justify  it,  wfaik 
the  errors  and  prejudice  that  encumber  and  ea- 
barrass  the  subject  render  it  necessary. 

Is  commerce,  then,  in  this  country,  entitJetf  to 
protection  ?     The  object  of  ail  gdvernmeot  is 
protection ;  the  strong,  under  it,  are  more  eftctn- 
ally  protected  by  the  combination  of  their  stieiigtk 
with  the  power  of  weaker  inlerestit — eren  to  ike 
strong  this  protection  is^necessary-*- but  it  is  more 
the  object  of  the  Weak, "and  to  thetiKts  more  ne- 
cessAry.    How'obvioUs,  then,  is  the  viotatiosof 
.the  object  of  all  government,  \{  the  weaker  iscer- 
ests  are  denied  prcnection  because  it  mny  reqatie 
some  sacrifices  from-  the  strong?    Yet,  this  rio- 
latiop  is  really,- though  not  ostensibly  asserted  to 
be  justifiable  by  those  who  say  we  shall  not  exert 
the  national  energies  in  the  form  of  war  ibr  ikc 
protection  of  commence'.    Agriculture,  they  av 
IS  the  great  interest  of  the  country  %  and,  as  wa 
will  require  of  it  great  sacrifices,  th^^fone  tke 
protection  of 'commerce  ought  to  be  abandoaed. 
And  is  it,  then,  trae,  that  the  greatest  ioioesc 
whJT;h  edjoys  the  protection  of  (^Temnat,  and 
exacts  of  the  weaker  the  sacrifices  neoesaij  for 
this  tfnd^  shall,  in  turnrsnfier  nptbiag  is  dmnee 
■of  those  interests  with  which  it  is  assocaledl  No, 
that  is  too  monstrous  a  principle  to  be  asserted. 
But  gentlemen  say,  it  is  not  incumbent  onaQov- 
emment  to  defend  the  smallest   interest  which 
claims  its  protection,  hy  the  greatest  snerifices  of 
which  it  is  capable — the  sufferings  of  war.  and  its 
Calami toqs.and  ruinous  con^queaees.    Tnts  pro- 
tection of  commerce  will  cost  more,  they  say. 
than  the  object  is  worth,  aud-therefc»re  oi^ht  not 
to  be  granted.    These  positions  I  deny ;  and  al- 
though 1  admit  that  the  smallest  interests  of  so- 
ciety are  not  to  be  defended  by  the  greatest  exer- 
tion— by  wa/ — because  partial  interests  aiust  yi«d 
to  the  great  and  general  interests  of  society ;  jet, 
every  other  interest  is  not  to  yield  to  the  greatest 
interest.     When  the  interest  in  quesiioa  berones 
a  general  one,  and  asstimes  the  character  of  one 
of  the  great  interests  of  the  commanity,  hs  de- 
fence demands  the  exertion  of  the  wJioie  power 
of  the  Gk)vemm^ot,  .and  its  ctaims  are  not  less 
than  wonld  be  those  of  the  greatest  interest  os- 
der  its  protection.    I  deny  that  war  is  erer  justly 
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fouDded^oti  a  calcalatioD  of  mere  pecuaiaryr  loss 
or  gain.   'War  is  always  a  t^rible,  and,  not  ud- 
freqiendf  a  TuiDOus,  calamity,  and  can  be  com- 
pensated by  nd  pecaniary,  advantage;,  this  cannoi, 
tfaerefofe.'  be  ttte  basis  of  political  calculation. 
War  ougiit  nev^r  lo  bo  made  bot  in  defence. of 
ihe  great  interests  of  tbe  community ;  and,  in  such 
a  case,  the  only  calculation  which  &ho|»l()  be  made 
by  a  high«spirited  nalibn,  or  a  jn^t  .(3oi?ernitient^ 
is  the  cftleulaiion  of  the  national  ability  tq  wage 
the  was.    But  the  sabjeet  is  one  not  to^be  illus- 
trated by  argument.    It  is  plainer  in  itself  than 
it  c^Jbe  made  by  teasoning.    Wjifen.  the  propo- 
sition  IS  I  submitted,  it  appearsto  cast  off  thead- 
Tentitioos  aid  as  cumbrous  and  unnecessary.  Yet. 
there  is  n,  claim  of  peculiar  right  which  may -aad 
ought  to  be  added.    It  porvftded  and  supplied 
greatly  aAd  deeply  the  motives  and  the  causes  of 
the  pditical  cbmpaet  under  which  we  are  asseni^ 
bled  in  this*  Hall.    The  distresses  of  commerce, 
combininj[^  with  the  other  suffering  int^prests  of 
the  coQntry,  laid  the  foundations  of  this  happy 
Union,  and  in  this  hoilr  of  mut'dai  peril  and  mu-> 
tual  jdtstre^,  waS'gi^eii  the /pledge  of  mutual 
protection;  and  we  .are  'called  upon  now  to  de- 
clare whetber.it  shall  be  forcib?y  withheld  with- 
out being  justly  redeemed?    No  man  of*ge'ner- 
oos  feelings,  no  honest  stateseomu,  do  honorable 
member  of  this  House;!  am  sure,  Will  avow  such 
ED  objects  How,  theo,^can  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, the  second  great  interest  of  the  nation,  be 
'abandoned?    Or  will  ^ou  say  that  commerce  is 
protected,  because  you  defend  the  worthless  sands 
of  the  seashore,  or  tlve  conifortless  dwellings  df 
those  djeroted  to  commerce?    You  ^iil  deride 
their  feelings  and  in6ck  the*  substftoce  with  less 
than  the  semblance  of  justice,  when  you  tell  them 
that  you  defend  their  altars  itnd  theic  firevsidte, 
if  you  ablindon  taeir  pfoperty  on  the  Oi^n,  which 
is  necessary  t(^  make  tne  one  .cheerful  and,  4t 
least,  useful^  to<^rry  the  heart  with -gratitude  and 
tranquil  piety,  io  the  f6ot  of  the  other.'   3   * 

But,  said  Mr.  Cm  we  dare  not  act  on  the  principles 
trhich  We  appear  to*  profess.  Are.we  not  at  this 
moment  aA>om  to  jro  to  war  in  defence  of  our  Ti- 
olated  commerce  V  Did  not  my  honorable  friend 
and  worthy  oolieagoe,  (Mr.  W^LLiaMO,)  the  other 
day,  in  a  strain  of  eloq\ieii^e  .which  did  equal 
honor  to  his  talei^ts  and  his  patriotism,  p^i  the 
question  on  this  footibg,  and  yet,  it  is  strange,  he 
-will  bo  opposed  to  tbe  biir  before  yoii.  -I  cftll- 
npon  gentlemen  to  direst  it  hembelv'es  of  the  pre- 
judices they  may  hare  imbibed  on  this  subject; 
they  most  siee,  at  this  i)ioment)  in  the  measores 
-vrbich  thejr  hare  just  adopted,  the. current  of  cor- 
rect feelings  impeUing  them  on  th^i*  object  in  op- 
position to  the  prejudice  of  opinion.  They  are 
going  to  war' in  defence  of  commerce,  in  oppo- 
sition to  their  declaration,  that  they  will  not  go 
to  war  in-defence  of  commerce. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  why  is  the  protection  of  com- 
merce distinguished  from  .the  protection  of  agri- 
culture ?  Th^  interests  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce a^e  inseparable.  What  is  commerce  but 
the  exchange  or  the  surplus  pf  odoce  of  the  ind  us- 
try  of  one  iadividual  for  that  of  aQolirer,^  the  sur- 


plus productions  of  one  nation  for  those  of  anoth- 
er?. How  is  foreign  commerce  carried  on? 
By  agents  among  youf selves,  or  by  agents  in 
foreign  (countries;  by  domestic  or  by  foreign 
capital.  '  But  which  is  most  adrantageous  to  the 
agriculturist?  Certainly,  your  own  merchants 
and  your  own  capital.  Half  the  number  of  agents 
at  home,  if  it  were  for  no  other  reason  than  their 
proximity,,  will  do  the  business  ;  half  the  domes- 
tic capital,  from  the  repeated  operations  of  which 
it  is  susceptible,  will  effect  the  exchange.  It  is 
these  operations  which  constitute  commerce,  and 
it  is  this  commerce  which  makes  agriculture  val- 
uable. Every  facilitr  of  commerce  inci^ases  the 
value  of  agricultural  productions.  Thus  it  is, 
that  the  commerce  of  our  farms  is  more  or  les^ 
r^dnable,  as  they  are  more  or  less  remote  from 
market ;  because,  as  they  are  more  or  less  remote 
from  market,  is  the  exchakige  more  or  less  facile, 
these  results  are  equally  attendant  on  every  ikcil- 
ity  or  disadvantage.  Every  expense  and  everr 
difficulty  of  transportation  and  exchange  with 
foreign  countries .  diminishira  the  value  of  our 
agriculture.  But  no  facility  is  so  great  as  se- 
^curity  ;  ^nd  to  give  this  security  in, time  of  war, 
your  ships  must  be  protected  on  the  ocean.  «Sup- 
pose,  as  IS  in  fact  the  case  at  the  present  moment, 
Great  Britain  and  France  to  be  engaged  in  hostil- 
ities with  each  other;  the  difficulties  of  transporting 
your  produce  to  the  dominions  of  either,  are  in- 
creased by  the  spoliations  of  the  other.  Of  coOrse, 
the  prices  of  your  produce  will  fall,  and  the  value 
of  your  agriculture  will  be  diminished  by  every 
rislt  and  every  ex^nse  which  these  difficulties 
may  cavse.  But  imagine  the  same  commerce  to 
be  protected,  and  exactly  in  the  degree  of  that 
protection  will  the  prices  of  your  products  and 
the  value  of  your  agriculture  be  increased.  Sup- 
pose, it  completely  protected,  and  the  agricultur- 
ist would  combine  the  advantage  of  war  prices 
and  profits  with  no  other  than  the  charges  of 
peace.  But  suppose  we  should  adopt  the  Chi- 
nese system,  as  it  has  been  called,  and  hare  no 
ships  of  our  own ;  and  that  we  should,  as  we  do 
in  fact  at  this  time,  require  the  ports  of  France, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Continent  under  her  control, 
as  markets  for  our  agricultural  prod uctjons,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  ?  British  ships  are  ex- 
eluded  from  these  ports,  and  there  are  no  other 
foreigii  carriers,  and  we  should  hare  none  of  oar 
own ;  how,  in  that  case,  would  we  conrey  a  pound 
of  cotton  or  tobacco,  or  any  other  article,  to  these 
markets?  How  would  it  be  possible  to  render 
our  agricaltural  productions,  which  are  consumed 
in  .these  countries,  of  any  ralne  ?  Without  ships 
and  seamen,  and,  consequently,  withoutcommeree, 
of  what  ralue  would  all  our  agriculture  be  be- 
yond the  supply  of  ''meat,  fire,  and  clothes?" 
And  is  not  this  nearly  the  state  and  situation  of 
our  present  unprotected  commerce  and  our  pres- 
ent languishing  agriculture  ?  But  were  our  com- 
iherce  efi*ectaally  protected,  did  oar  flag  gire  se- 
curity to  the  vessels  which  bear  it  and  the  proper- 
ty they  convoy,  what  would  be  the  appreciation  in 
value  of  the  agricultural  products  of  our  country, 
which  Are  now  without  purchasers  and  prices? 
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It  has  been  said,  by  a  «troDg*aod  lively  figure 
ofyhetoric,  that  this  country  is  a  great  land  ani- 
<Hiai(,  which  should  not  venture  into  the  water. 
But  if  you  look  at  its  broad  high  back,  the'AUe- 
^nies,  and  its^  great  sides  swelling  to  the  East 
and  to  the  West,  where  t]o  you  find  its  liAmense 
^mbs  iermiDate?  Not  on  some^^reat  plain  which 
has  been  formed  for  their  reception,  but  in  two 
great  oceans,  the  Pacific  on  the  one  side,  aitd  ihe 
Atlantic  on  the  other.  The  figure  explains  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  in  the  inseparable* 
.  i]ni9n  and  necessary  dependence  of  agriculture 
and  commerce.  The  Qod  of  Nature  did  not  give 
to  the  United  States  a  coast  of  two  thousand 
miles  in  extenl,  not  to  be  used.  No;  It  was  in- 
tended by  this  bounty  to  make  us  a  great  com- 
mercial people ;  and  snail  we  ungratefully  reject 
the  enjoyment  of  his  unexampled  beneneence? 
.No,  it  has  not  and  will  not  be  neglected.  A  great 
portion  of  our  people  exist  but  upon  the  ocean 
fnd  its  fruits.  It  has  been  eloquently,  and  not 
hsa  truly  than  eloquently,  said,  that  "  the  ocean 
IS  their  farm,"  and  it  must  and  will  be  protecfed. 
But  how  is  this  protection  to  be  afforded  ?  I  will 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done,  and  done 
most  cheaply  and  effectually  bv  a  naval  force; 
and  if  I  succeed  in  this,  I  shall  hope  for  the  con- 
currence of  the  Committee.  No  proposition  ap- 
pears to  me  more  true  or  more  obvious,  than  that 
It  is  only  by  a  naval  force  that  our  commerce 
and  our  neutral  rights  on  the  ocean  can  be  pro- 
tected. We  are  now  going  to  war  for  the  protec- 
tion of  these  rights;  but  in  what  way,  and  utader 
what. circumstances?  The  mode. is  altogether 
accidental,  and  not  founded  on  the  permanent  re- 
lations or  means  of  the  country.  It  is  not  iny 
intention  to  condemn  the  course  which  has  been 
taken.  It  has  had  my  hearty  concurrence,  and 
my  zealous,  though  feeble,  support.  I  hope  it 
may  be  altogether  effectual ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
inflict  a  wound,  which  will  be  felt  with  poig- 
nancy. But  it  is,  notwithstanding,  partial  and  ac- 
eidental;  for,  if  Great  Britain  had  not  the  Cana- 
das  on  our  borders,  how  could  we  attack.or  resist 
ber,  armed  as  we.are?  If  we  possess  ourselves 
of  the  Canadas,  and  this  we  shall  certainly  do 
in  the  event  of  war,  how  and  where  shall  we  then 
eontinue  the  war  without  a  naval  force  f  We 
ahall  suffer  the  evils  of  war,  without  inflicting 
any  of  them  on  the  enemy.  We'  cannot  send  our 
regulars  or  our  volunteers  on  the  ocean.  Does  it 
not,  then,  result,  inevitably,  as  the  dictate  of  com- 
mon prudence,  that  we  should,  as  soon  as  possibly, 
commence  our  naval  preparations?  The  Naval 
BsUblishment  of  the  United  States  has  been  here- 
tofore so  much  neglected,  that  it  is  at  present  in 
a  state  of  lamentable  depression ;  and  the  ques- 
tion now  is,  whather  we  will  suffer  it  to  go  down 
entirely,  or  attempt  to  raise  it  up  to  some  degree 
of  respectability.  Some  gentlemen  say,  ''if  you 
had  asked  for  no  more  than  the  reparation  of  the 
frigates  in  ordinary,  we  might  have  granted  your 
request.''  But,  for  myself,  I  would  not  thank 
any  gentleman  for  this  concession.  The  select 
committee  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  briog 
the  qnestion  fully  before  the  House  in  the>ahApe 


in  which  they  haVe  exposed  it. .  Not  to  ask  mere- 
ly what  it  would  ^do  ta  assist  by  naval  eo-opera- 
tioo,  ixkkhe  first  efl[brts  of  the  contemplated  strag- 
gle, but  prJQcipaliy^  what  it  would  do  towards  es- 
tablishing and  perpetuating  a  respectable  naval 
force  for  the.  proteotlon  o£  those  important  rights 
of  the  peaple',  which  are,  aod  must  continue,  ex* 
posed  upon  the  ocean.  Their  determination  was 
plainly,  candidly,  and  bol(ily,''to  speak  to  the 
House,  andthrougfa  it  to  the  nation,  on  ^is  great 
question,  and  leave  its  fate  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
one  and  the  good  sense  of  the  other. 

That  a  respectable  Naval  Establishment  af- 
fords the  only  effectual  means  of  caosi&g  oar 
. commercial  rights^  to  be  ^spected,  will,  as  a 
general  proposition,  be  denied  bv-  few  persons,  if 
any.    But  its  adoption  by.u?  is  cleemed  improper 
by  those  who  oppose  it,  on  th^  ground 2  of  the 
enormous  expense  which,  it  is  s^d,  the  establish- 
ment Will  necessitate,  and  the  inabiKty  of  the 
nation,  by  any  force  which  it  can  provide,  to  re- 
sist, with  effect,  the  imidense  na.val  power  of 
.  Great  Britab.    Is  .it  not  sUrprtsiog,  that/d-mach 
prejudice  should  «xist  against  tiiis  estkUishmeDC 
on  account  of  its*  e'xpenViveness,  when  it  is  ascer- 
tained that^  during  the  whoje  eigbceen  yesn  of 
its  existeiice,  from  1794,  to  1811,  inclusive,  ir has 
cost  the  Government  only  927,175,695?'  I  ta 
afraid  Ishallbe  tedious,  beclinse  the  only  way  i& 
which  I' hopa  to  bring  cony^tion   home  to  ihe 
minds  of  the  House,  is  by  entering,  with  minate- 
ness  and  precision,  into  a  dry  detail  of  figures  and 
statements ;  but  the  necessity  of  the  case  must  be 
my  apology  for  the  course  which  I  shall  take.  If 
the  House  shall  l^ave  fj^ll  confidence  in  my  state- 
ments, much,  will  be  gained  to  the  moment ;  for 
it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossiiHe,  for  the  bearer 
to  follow  me  -  through  an  examination  of  these 
details,  as  the  argument  proceeds.  •  For  this  con- 
fidence, therefore,  I  will  venture  to  hope.    I  be- 
lieve the  statements  on  which  T  rely  to  i»e  accu- 
rate, as  far  as'accuraey  js'tnaterial  to  the  disens- 
sioB.    UifWl  state  them-  with  candor,  and,  when 
I  have  concluded^  I  Will  put  them,  into  tlie  bu^da 
of  gentlemen  who  may  wish  .to  examine  them, 
-for  their  own  satisfaction,  or .  to  refute  th^m.   The 
average  annual  expense.of  this  establishment,  so 
much  censured  for  its  .wasteful  i^nd  improvident 
management,'  haa  b^t  little  exceeded  ^l^^^OO^OOO, 
whicli is  not  much  more  than. twice  the. amount 
of  tl)e  usual  annual  apptoprialfon  for  oar  eco- 
noipical  Clyil  List.    It  has  been  geneiaiiy  sap- 
posed,  that  it-  has*  been  much  more  Expensive  than 
the  Military  Establishment,  but  I  will  shvw  that 
this  is  not  'really  the  case. .  The  expenae  of  the 
Military  Establishment,  from  lt9I  to  18 11,  inclo- 
si  ve;,  has  been  $37,541,669,  giving  an  annual  aver^ 
94b  of  81,700,000,  or  $200,000  per  annam  more 
than  that  of  the  Navy,    It  thus  appears  that,  ia 
the  gross  amount,  as  w.ell  as  in  the  apnual  ex- 
penditure,' the. Army  ha»  been  more  expensive 
than   the  Navy.     Compare,   too,    the   services 
of  the  Army  with  those  of  ihe  Nary,  and  it 
will  be- found  that  those  of  the  latter  have  been 
most  useful  and  most  honorable  to  the  Jiation.    I 
know  of  nd.  service  of  this  character  which  the 
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Army  has  performed,  except  tlie  defeat  of  the  In- 
dians by  Qeneral  Wayoo.  and  the  late  gallaal 
affair  oa  the  Wabash..  The  Navy,  ih  the  contest 
with  France  in  179d,  were  vietoriqus  whereter 
it  encountered  an  enemy,  and  prdbably  laid  the 
foundation  of  thesobseqaent  accommodation  with 
that  nation.    In  t&e  Mediterranean,  its  exploits 

fBve  a  name  to  the  country  throtighout  Europe; 
umbled,  in  an  unexampled  manner,  the  pirarl* 
cal  and  barbarous  fee,  and  crowned  itself'  with  a 
reputation  .for  intrepidity  and  heroism,  which  had 
tkot  been  exceeded  by  the  exploits  of  any  ufltipn, 
and^whiph  must  ^  down  to  a  distant  posterity*  I 
mean  not,  by  this  comparison,  to  say  abytning 
injurious  tQthe  Army,  but  only  to  declare  thfic 
prefer^ee  to  which  I  tntolt  the  naval  seriFfces  d( 
the  Qouotry  are  entitled.^    Adniittingfj  if  it  be  de- 
sired,  ttiat  the  NaVy  has  beretofbf^e  oc<iasioned  an 
expense  not  warranted  by'lte  fofee  'or  (t»  services ; 
and  I  cannot'  deny  but  'th|it,  from-  a  variety  of 
eau^s,  the  expense  .may  haire'i)een  unnecessarily 
great ;  fln  ai^untent  cannot  rbehce  be  fa  rrhydraXvn 
against  lis  lutore  use*^the  contrary  is  (he  fair 
coociusron.  "^  Past  errors'  lay  the  foundation  of 
future  'improv«meht.    It  was  ■  th us*  'the  greatest 
orator,  and  one  of  the  greatest  8tatesineD>,  of  aiiti- 
qui ty^.  reasoned.     The,, great  Athenian  orator, 
when  rousing  his  countrymen  by  IMS'  impetuous 
eloqaence,  -  to  reetst.the  ambition  of  Philip,  de- 
clared that  it  was  oa  jheilr  past  miseoodnet  th<it 
he  built  his*  highest  hopes;  for,  said  he,  ^' were 
we  thus  distressed,  In  spite  of- every  vigorous  ef« 
fort  wiiicli  the  honor  of  our -Sitat^  demanded;  there 
-W^re  Ihe'a  do  hope  o^  rejtoVery."    So  ma^  we 
reason  in  .this  case;  for  had  these  extraovdinary 
-expenses  been  the  resukof  gbod i^eonomy,  then, 
indeed,  would  their  diminution  be  hopeless ;  but, 
AS  they  have  proceeded  from  a  wasteful  or  vnskil* 
fa\  expenditure,,  the  remedy  will  be'Ibund  in  a 
reform  of  the  abuse;  to  effect  this  reform,  is  the 
duty  4i{  Oongress.  -  l^urit  has  not  only  been  less- 
expensive  than  the  Army,  but  it  may  be  proved, 
as  the  eoo^mhtee  have  declared*  in  their  report, 
that*'*  a^iaval  force  within  due  limits^andltdder 

S coper  regulations.  Will  constitute  the  cheapest 
efeiKcte  of  the  nation."  This  will  b^  partly  proved 
by  a  comparison  between  the  expense  of  t^e  per- 
niaottnt  fortifications  of  oar  inaritime  frontier  and 
that  of  a6  adequate  naval  defence.  The  experi- 
ence of  modern  navai  Warfare  his'  proved  thiat 
no  fortifications  can  prevent  the  passage 'of  ships 
of  war.  The  present  fbrtificatiohs  of  otir  mari- 
time frontier,  though  they  ace  more-  numerous 
and  better  than  they  have  been  at  any  other  pe- 
riod in  oar  history,  cannot  prevent  an  inconsider- 
able naval  force  from  lnying'ipany  of  oar  towns 
in  a«hes.  Indeed)  it  is  believed  that  no  fqrtifica- 
tiona  which  can  be  erected  will  afford  a  complete 
proteetidb  against  such  attacks,  while  their  ex- 
pense would  be  oppressive  to  the  nation.  The' 
city  of  New  York  alone,  if  completely  fortified, 
would  require  a  further  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  ^  garrison  of  ten  thousand- 
xneo,  and  then  might  be  laid  in  •ashes  by  four  or 
five  seventy-fours. .  Bat  we  hare  a  coast  of  two 
tboasand  miles  to^  protett.  the  expense  of*  which 


could  not  be  borne  by  the  nation.  A  better  de- 
fence would  be  furnished  by  such  a  naval  force 
as  would  give  you  a  mastery  in  the  Ameh'can 
seas,  i|nd  at  home  much  less  expense.  I  haVe^ 
taken  the  trouble,  in  the  discharge  of  my  dq^ty  as 
a 'member  of  the^  select  committee,  to  ascertain 
theex'penditures  which  have  been  actually  made 
on  account  of  fortifications,  and  they  amount  very 
nearly  to  $6,500,000;  It  is  necessary^  in  fairi^ess, 
to  state,  that  upwards  of  (2,000,000  consist  of  the 
permaiient  appropriation  annually  made  ''for  for- 
tifications, arsenals,  and  armories."  •  I  am.  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  application  of. 
this  appropriation  to  say  .how  much  of  it  may 
have  been  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  the 
maritime  frontier,  but  gentlemen  may  make  atff 
deduction  they  may  think  proper  on  this  account,' 
it  will  not  vary  materially  theffeneral  result.  When 
the  presen  t  fortifications  shall  be  com  pleted ^  and  the 
additions  made  whichwill  be  authorized  by  the 
appropriations  of  the  present  year,  it  will  require  * 
fifteen  thousand  artillerists  to  garrison  them,  ex- 
clusive of  such  other  force  as  will  he  necessary  in 
case  of  attack.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  this  subject,  which  is  among  the  printed 
documents  on  your  table,  requires,  for  the  present 
fortifications;  12.600  artillerists;  and  I  think  it 
fair  to  add  the  aifference  between  this  number 
and  15,d00,  the  tiumber  which  I  hav6  assumed, 
for  additionat  fortifications  which  are  deemed 
necessary,  and  will  be  provided  for  by  the  appro- 
priations of  the  jTear,  These  men  are  to  be  en- 
listed, and  to  receive  land  and  pecuniary  l^ounties* 
If  the  lands  thus  given  be  estimated  at  two  dol- 
lars per  acrcj  which  is  the  lowest  price  at  which 
the  officers  of  the  Government  are  authorized  to 
sell  the  public  lands,  and  rather  below  the  actual 
sales,  they  will  amount,  for  15,000  men,  to  $4,- 
800,000.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  show  that 
these  land  bounties  are  to  be  considered  as  an  ac-* 
tual  expenditure  to  this  amount,  as  it  may  be  sup- 
posed by  some  that  the  public  lands  are  m  quan- 
tity almost  without  limits,  and  that  any  number 
of  acres  may  be  disposed  of  in  this  way  without 
perceptibly  diminishing  the  public  wealth.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  case;  the  lands  given  in 
bounties  will  be  thrown  into  the  market  in  spite 
(^any  legal  regulations  that  can  be  devised,  and 
w^H,  to  their  extent,  supersede  in  the  market  those 
of  the  Government;  they  will,  of  course  be  sold 
lower  than  the  public  lands,  as  the  holders  will 
sell  at  the  price  at  which  they  may  be  able  to 
.force  a  sale.  The  weight  of  this  argument,  how- 
ever, may  be  denied,  but  should  it  be  diminished 
in  any  degree  by 'the  objections  which  may  be 
made  to  it,  the  diminution  will  be  more  than 
compensated  by  a'consideration  of  the  disadvan- 
tages which  the  present  States  will  suffer  in  hav- 
ing their  popitlation,  already  too  much  scattered, 
spread-out  to  their  extremes,  a  disadvanUige  more 
real  (o  them  than  the  expenditure  of  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  nor  am  I  to  be  understood  in 
this  as  expressing  any  hostility  to  our  territorial 
settlements,  which  ought  to  be  treated  with  the 
justice  to  which,  they  are  entitled  under  oar  laws, 
and  the  kindness  which  they  claim  as  oar  breth- 
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ren ;  but  we  are  not  therefore  to  disgaise  the  fact, 
that,  in  a  political  view,  Che  diflnsfon  of  a  popu- 
lation, at  present  too  little  condensed,  must  be  in- 
jurious to  those  whom  we  now  represent.  So 
much  has  been  said  of  the  land  bountieis,  not 
merely  for  the  support  of  the  present  calculation, 
but  because  it  will  be  material  in  other,  views  of 
this  subject.  .  It  probably  has  been  proved  that  it 
would  be  eqjaally  advantageous  to  the  nation  to 
pay  the  estimated  amount  out  of  the  Treasury, 
were  the  money  there,  and  not  •  subject  to  more 
pressing  requisitioos.  ; 
Then,  the  land  bounties  may  be 'estimat- 
ed at  -  -  .  .  -  .  $4,800,000 
The  pecuniary  bountiee  wil]  be  $240,000, 

which,  linr  even  numben,  call    ^        -  200,000* 


Add  to  this  sam  the  expenditures  for  the 
erection  of  fortifications     -        •        1 

And  they  will  make  the  sum  of   • 


6,000,000 
6,600,000 


$11,500,000- 


This  sum  constitutes  the  first  expenditure  on 
account  qf  the  permanent  fortifications  and  their 
defence;  in  other  words,  ihejint  coH^  and  is  ex* 
elusive  of  annual  expenses— 
The  annual  estimates  for  the  support  of 

fifteen  thoosand  men,  will  be    -  .    -     $4,600,000 
But  we  must  add  for  repairs  and  extraor- 

dinaries,  as  our  calculations  relate  to  a 

period  of  hostilities,  at  least       -        -       1,600;000 


Making,  for  annual  expense,  the  sum  of    $6,000,000 


The  addition  for  eztraordinarie^  is  much  below 
the  probable  fact;  and,  for  the  correctnete of  this 
opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  appeal  to  my  honorable 
colleague,  the  Chairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, (Mr.  WiLUAMs,)  who  has  lately  aiid  fully 
turned  his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  request 
him  to  correct-  me  if  I  am  wrong.  Now,  let  us 
iliouire,  what  will  be  the  expense  of  such  a  Na- 
val Establishment  as  the  committee  have  pro- 
posed as  a  force  competent  to  the  defence  of  your 
coasting  trade,  and  your  porta  and  harbors.  I 
ipust  here  take  for  granted,  what  shall  be  proved 
in  the  progress  of  the. argument,  that  this'^roe  is 
competent  for  the  object  proposed. 
Then,  twelve  saventy-iburs  will  cost  in  building  and 

quipping,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secve* 

tary  of  the  Navy,  $333,000  each,  or  -     $3,960,000 
Twenty  frigates,  averaging  thirty-eight 

guns,  according  to  the  same  estimate, 

will  cost  $170,000  each,  or        -.      -        3yi00,000 


Say,  for  even  numbers 


-     $7,500,000 


The  annual  expense,  according  to  tli^e  aaqae 
estimate,  will  be— 

For  twelve  seventy-fours  $21 1,784  each, 

say  •        -        -        -      .  •        .        •    '$2(600  000 
For  twenty  fiigatas,  $100,000  each       -.      d,OOo|ooo 


$4,600,000 


iThen  the  comparative  result  will  be : 
Original  cost  of  permanent  forfiiGcations  and  their  de- 
fence       -        -        -        ..•      -        -    $11,500,000 
Original  cost  of  navsl  defence       - '      -        JfiOOfiO^ 

Leaving  in  favor  of  naval  defend  a  bal- 
ance of     -        -  •      .        .        .        -        4,000,000 

Annual  expense. — Of  fortifications,  gas- 

jiflons,&c.       -        -        -        .        .        $,000/Mm 
Of  naval  defence -s     -        -        .        -       4^500,000 

Leaving  a  balance  In  favor  of  our  naval 
.  defence  of         .....        .     $1,500/M>0 

It  is  necessary,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  shoald  ibnify 
evetj  fact  which  I  advance,  as  I  proceed,  for  eve- 
rythiDgr  js  denied.  It  is  accordingly  denied  that 
the  estimates  of  the  decretar^  are  to  be  relied 
Upon,ibr  it  ts-said  that  the  estimates  of  that  de- 
partment have  been  frequentlf  ineor/ect.  This 
may  have  been  the  case 'in  some  inataoees;  6at 
it  is  denied  thAt  any  of  these  errors  are  caka- 
lifted  to  prove  the  present  estimates  to  be  ioeor* 
re'ct,  which  are  staged  by  the  Secretary  to  be  foil, 
and  which  are  founded  on  the  whole  of  our  past 
experience.  The^  materialitj  of  aecuracy,  hov- 
.  ever,  in  irhis  particular,  WquKes  that  every  doubt 
should  be  removed ;  and  it  shall  be  jdone,  if  aaiia- 
ftfctory  proof  can  prpduee  tjiat  effeet.  lo  the  first 
place,  the  Jolness  of  the  estimates,  trbich  is  the 
fact  we  have  ta  prove,  is  "^oenfirmed-  by  the  iSiet 
allegjed  by  the  oopooents  of  the  Nary,  that  the 
ex;pebditoretf  on  this  object  Jiave  been  waatefully 
and  iinskilfolly  made,  and  theirefoie  the  idtrodoe- 
tionof  beiter  ecdhom^  into  the-system  wlU prob- 
ably diminish  the  expenditures,  and  farhig  then 
belpw  the  estimatea;  it'will,  at  least,  give  an  as- 
surance of  their  competency.  But  I  vnll  coniim 
the  adequacy  of  these  estimates  by  a  .comparisoa 
of  them  w'ith  th$  expenditures  of  the  British 
Qof  ernment  on  their  mval  Esublishmeor.  The 
British  Government  has  never  been  diatiii^tshed, 
at  least'  not  in  modern  times,  for  great  economy. 
In  relation  to  a  navy,  too,  we  have  many  advaa- 
tages  which  that  Gpveimment  do^a  ool  enjoy — 
tl^  materials  of  a  na^val  establishment  aee  chcaiH 
er  With  us.  The  British  Nation  imports  nearly 
all  of  them  Trom  abroadt-'much  of  chem  from  os. 
We  have  aeariy  all  of  them  within  cmraelvei. 
We  knnw  that  shin^buildtng  is  actually  and  prac- 
tically cheaper  with  us  than  with  them  ;  weftare^ 
therefore,'  the  advantages  i^  these  particulars. 
There  is  but  one  io  which  thev  incur,  orcan  in- 
cur, a  less  expense  than  us,and  that  is  in  the  sea- 
men who  mau  their,  navy ;  ^t  this,  as  will  be 
seen  by^  reference  to' their  eatiinates,  is  not  anmag 
the  largest  ob|eots  of  their  ezpenditare*  CKir  ea* 
tablishm^t,  if  properly  organized  and  biaaaged — 
liod  these  are  objects  entirely  within  oar  own 
power — most  b^  cheaper,  in  prpportioo  to  its  ex- 
tent, than  that  of  Qreat  Britain.  Let  as,  tken. 
compare  th^  estimates  ofahe  fiTecretary  with  the 
experience  of  that  country.  My  honorable  iriead, 
(Mr.  Bassbtt,)  who  Was  formerly  the  Cfaainoaa 
of  th^  Committea  oa  the  Naval  EstablialuQent, 


813 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


8U 


Januabt,  .1812. 


Naval  EhiabMskmerU. 


H.  or  R. 


and  ^ho,  I  regret,  hfts  beea  sBceee^ed  by  one  so 
much  kpss  abfe  to  do*  justice  to  the  subject,  hat 
beeo  so  obligmg  as  to  put*  in^  mf  handa  a  state- 
ment of  the.^naval  appropriations  of  Great  Brit- 
aiD,-  from  aa  early  period  to  the  preseM  time^ 
from  which  I  hare  selected.one  year  Hs.fin  exam- 
ple. It  is  fairly  selMted  $  it  is  the  year  18Q1,  the 
year  in  wl^ich  the  peace  of  Amiens  Was  coocluded, 
and  in  wJiich  I  l^ieve  the  actiVe  Nft?ai' Estab- 
lishment of  Great  Britain  was  greats' than  in 
any  preceding  or  any  sabseqdent  year.  Sheihad, 
at  that  tim^^  in  comitiissionetg^iit  h\indred  and 
thirty-three  vessels,  and  her  appropnacions  were' 
£15,8pO,000,  enaai  to  abdat  ff^fiOOfiOQ.  This 
sum  inclnded  the  usual  appropriations  fot  build* 
ing  an^  refJaixs,  and  f^r  the  vessels  id  ordi<<> 
nary.  Now,  tb>9^ estimates  of  th^  Secretary, /or 
the  annual  expense  of  tweive  se vent v: Amis  and 
twenty  frigates^  amount  to'  $4^50(1000,  which  itf 
oonsiderably  mo^e  than  one-fifteenth  part  of  the 
annual  expense  of  the  wlioie  British  Hkvf^ia  1801^ 
while  ft  is  yery  ohnous^that-they  do  not,  in  i^um- 
ber  or  force,  amoufrt  nearly  to  an  eqfual  propor-; 
tioB  o(t)ieir  vessels.  Witn  this  proM*  betoreniSj 
it'«aftnot  be  vnteed  that  the  estimates  on  which  I 
rely  ar«  not  snmeieatly  larige* .  IBotto  prof«  more 
glaringJv,  ihou^h  not  perhaps  more  clearly,  thltt 
a  Naral.  Establishment  is  •  the- cb^ pest  deCewse 
thnt  the  nalio»eau  employ,  permit  me  to  ins^- 
tuto  a  oomparisoti  Ww.een  the  expense  of  the 
militarj  prcpiirations  "which  hare  l)een  already 
autfaon^eid  and  teeommendedf  as  necessary  for 
the  preseMt  ^6ar,  with  the  Whole  expense  of  the 
Naval. Establishment  from  its  ihstilotion  to  this 
day.  Th«  'particulars,  of '  the  military  •  prepara- 
tion9  f^  this  year.  are- 
Bounty  in  money  totMrty-five  thotisan^ 

men  .*r.-.  .  ..  9MQ,0dO 
Bovn^  m  Itfid  t6  thtrtyv-five  tfions«nd 

men-  *  '»  •  -  '  «  .  •-  S  ll^SOO^OOO 
Estimate' of  the  BecrefiiCry  of  War  for 

aupport  -  - .  -  •  -  .  •  -  10,fiOe,000 
Appropriations  for  Voluh^rs  -  -  3,000,000 
Approprialions  for  mnniliNis  of  war  -.  *  1,600,000 
ApproftiMidns  ftr  fiMTtifieatioiM    -       -       lkPOO,000 


^hfofa  I  have  just  made  of  the  expenses  author- 
ized for  the  present  year  with  that  of  a  Naval 
Establishment  of  double  the  force  wbich  haa 
been  supposed  by  tlie  Secxetarjr  of  the  Navy  and 
the  select  committee,  to  be  sufficient  to  command 
the  American  seas,  and -to  protect  our  ports  add 
harbors.  It  will  be  found  that  this  force  may  not 
only  be  built  tnd  equipped,  but  supported  for  one 
year  at  a  less  expense-^. 
Twenty-five  seventy-faurs,  at  $333,000 

each,  will  cost  -        -        -        -        -     $8,825)000 
Forty    firigales,    averaging   thirty«eight 

guns,  at  $170,000  each     •        -        -        6,800,000 


Afmuai  acperiMe. 
Twenty-five  seventy-fonrs,  «t  two  hnn- 

dred.aiid  eleven  thousand.doUars  each, 

wiU  cost        -        -        -    $^j276,000 
Forty  frigates,  at  one  hnn-  • 

dred     thonsand    dollars 

each      -        .        -        -     4,000,000 


$16,125,000 


ISxpense   of  military  preparations  au- 
thorized for  the  present  year 

In&forofNavalEetsblishment   -        - 


9,275,000 
$^,400,000 

$30,000,006 
$5»600,000 


Extraordinariea 


27,760,000 
2,240,000 


'.  .  $80,000^000 

TotAl  expense 'of  the  I^vy  from. its  ia- 

•littttion   -.-..-,     .        -        .      27,175,000 


In  favor  of  the  Navy 


-     $t^,d2^,000 


In  the  estimate  of  the  expensea  authorized  1>y 
Conflrress  for  the  |>r^eot  yeyir,  )  have  indiuded 
the  land' bounties;  i&  a  ftiir  itetn.  for  the  reasons 
already  urged;  and  I  itaveadded  for  extraordina- 
rietf  only  $2,S40^00,  which  is  much  below  what 
wlU  c^tainly  be  iacdrced,  should  the  troops  be 
calted  into  service ;  and  here,  again,  I  appeal  to 
my  faoporatie  colleague  (Mr.  W1LL14M8)  to  epf- 
reot  me,  if  I  am  wrong.     • 

Liec'us  -now,  as.  i'ur4her  proof  of  the  •superior 
oheapnesa  of  naval  do£eikee,«OQipafe  the  estimate 


Besides,  let  it  always  be  remembered  that  half 
tills  force  is  deelhed,  by  those  most  competent  to 
decide  the  question,  sufficient  to  command  our 
,ports  and  -harbors. 

The  superior  cheapness  of  naval  defence  seems 
to  me  to  be  satiafactorilj  established^  and  I  am 
nexi  to  prove  that  the  force  proposed — I  mean 
twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  •frigates— are 
sufficient  to  protect  us  in  our  own  seas,  and  de- 
fend our  ports  and  harbors  against  the  naval  pow- 
<r^f' Great  Britain.  The  first  evidence  that  is 
dfiered  in  support  of  this  proposition,  is  the  opin^ 
ioil>of  naval  men  ^  and  if  the  representations  of 
any  mkn  mfty  be  relied  upon  with  confidence,  so 
fiir,  at  least,  as  that  the/  are  not  founded  in  d^ 
oeption,  I  believe  those  of  a  sailor  may  be.  By 
naval  men,  I  have  been  assured,  that  this  force  is 
ndeguate  to  the  objecit  proposed.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  state  with  accuracy,  or  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  give  a  due  impression  of  them,  all 
the  teasons  which  they  ofier  in  support  of  their 
oninion,  but  among  them  are  those  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  select  committee.  Indeed,  they  ad- 
vance the  opinion,  and  support  it  with  reasons,  the 
error  of  which,  if  they  be  erroneous,  I  am  unable 
to  discover,  that  it  will  require  the  enemy  to  em- 
'ploy  a  triple  fbrce  to  put  himself  on  a  footing  of 
equality  with  that  of  the  United  States.  Their 
reasons  are,  aj  nearly  as  I  can  state  them,  these: 
there  must  he  stationed  on  our  coast,  at  any  given 
time,  an  equal  force  ;  this  force  caanot  be  fitted 
out,  unless  with  great  disadvantage  to  the  service 
in  point  of  expense,  and  in  respect  to  the  health 
of  the'crew,  for  much ,  more  than  three  months' 
iervice.  An  equal  force  must  be  put  in  requi^* 
tion  and  kept  in  readiness  to  relieve  that  on  the 


815 


HISTORY  OP  CONORBSS, 


816 


H.  OP  R. 


Nfwal  EBtabUshtnefU. 


Jandahy,1812. 


station.  But,  as  all  the  eqaipmeDts  of  the  eueinf 
must  be  nmde  in  Europe,  the  .force  destined  to 
relieve  the  firs^  must  be  despatched  by  the  time 
the  first  may  be  supposed  to  have  arriv'ed^oo  our 
coast,  because  it  will  be  necessary^  at  a  oeriod  as 
early  as  the  arrival  of  the  second,  for  the  first  to 
return  ;  but  the  first  could  not  proceed  to  Europe, 
be  equipped,  and  return  to  relieve  the  second  iq 
time;  and  therefore  a  third  equivalent  force  is 
necessary,  and  thus  three  times  the  force  of  the 
United  States  must  be  employed  by  the  enemy 
to  place  himself  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  it. 
History  may  be  resorted  to,  with  confidence,  to 
prove  that  neither  Great  Btitain,'  nor  any  other 
nation,  has  ever  been  ablf  to  station,  for  any  length 
of  time,  in  distant  seas,aforce  equal  to  that  which, 
in  the  opinioik  of  naval  men.  is  sufficient  to  ac- 
complish the  objects  proposed  by  the  committee—; 
the  dominion  of  the  American  seas,  and  the  de- 
fence of  our  ports  and  harbors.  There  is- one 
fact  which,  above  all  others,  shows  the  inability 
of  Gretit  Britain  to  keep  a  large  fleet  on  our  coast: 
From  the  frozeti  regions  of  the  North  to  the  Isth- 
mus of  Darien,  she  h^s  not  a  port  fit  for  naval 
equipment  or  repair,  except  Halifax;  and  if.  as 
the  opponents  of  the  Navy  seem  to  think  certain, 
and  1  hope  their  opinions  may  be  realized,  we 
shalL  in  the  event  of  war,  deurivelier  of  that,  she 
will  be  without  the  means^f  repairing  a  disabled' 
Teasel  in  our  seaB.  Under  such  ctrcunKtances, 
anything  but  tempomry  service  would  be  utterly 
impracticable.  .        :  * 

But,  said  Mr. C,  on  the  subject  pf  the  British 
naval  force,  there  is  great  misconception.  The 
high*soundinff  number  of  a  thousand  ships  appak 
the  mindf  and  an  examination  of  its  actual  xorce) 
and  the  numerous  requisition^  which  are  made 
upon  it,  is  usually  rejected  as  an  idle  labor.  Let 
this  ei^amination  be  made,  and  at  least  soma  part 
of  the  terror  which  it  excites  will  vanish.  Of 
the  eight  hundred  and  thirtythree  ships  which 
Great  Britain  had  in  commission  in  1601,  and  she 
never  had  more,  ii  is  believed,  there  were  only 
three  hundred  and  eighty^three  that  e^eeded  the 
size  and  capacity  of  the  large  privateers  that  wiU 
probably  be  fitted  out  by  the  citizens  of  the  XJori- 
ted  States,  in  the  event  of  war.  Ofthislast  number,' 
there  wereoiie  hundred  and  forty*two^of  sixty-four 
guns,  and  above;  twenty-two  between  fifiy  and 
sixty  guns;  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  between 
Ihirty-two  and  forty-four;  and  sixty-three  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  guns.  The  remainder 
of  the  vessels  in  commission,  consisted  of;.orie 
Jiundred  and  seventy-four  sloops,  one  hundred  an<k 
forty-one  gun- vessels,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty; 
faired  vessels.  Thesehired  vessels  are  small  vessels, 
of  from  four  to  ten  guns,  which  it  is  believed,  are 
only  employed  for  revenue  purposes.  This  re- 
view and  enomeraition,  I  have  no  doubt,  ^proves 
the  actual  force  of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
iiowever  great  it  really  is,  to  be  much  inferior  to 
the  impression  almost  universally  received,  from 
the  high-sounding  boast  of  her  thousand  ships. 
Nor  has  the  actual  force  of  the  British  navy  been 
more  misconceived  than  the  application  of  it. 
The  common  inipression  is,  that  the  Government 


•H;an  direct  toady  givenK point  almoit  an  tmiinDited 
dumber  of  ships.  But  if  this  deludve  impr^ioa 
be  removed,  it  will,  be  found  that,  notwithstand- 
ing theffreatnessof  the  force^tbe  points  to  which 
^  it.  must  be  destined  are  so  numerous  and  dislpersed 
'  as  to  put  it  all  in  requivitiqp.  This  I  will  prove 
by  reference  to'th«  distribution  of  her  fleets  in 
USOJ.  [Here  Mr.  C. read  a  statement  of  the  force 
and  distribution  *  of  |he  British'fieet  at  that  timej 
From  which  oftji^se  stations,  said  Mr.  C,  could 
she  have  spared^  with  safety  and  prudence,  a  por- 
tion of  the  force  employed  T  Could  she,  from  all, 
liffve  stationed  and  conti.buecl  in  ovr  seas  a  force 
wi>ich. would,  have  be^n  equal,  under  thedisad- 
.  vantages- which. have  been  pointed  out,  to  tvehre 
seventy*fours  and  twenty  frigates  1  'How  much 
less.wodl'd  she  have  been  able  to  have  furnished  a 
fonee  which  would  '  be  superior  to  a  navkl  arma^ 
tnent  whose  expense  should  equal  that  of  the 
military  preparations  of  the  presein  year^  Bat, 
it  maybe  ^aid,that  the  ships  which  Grelit  Brit* 
a  in  has  in  ordinary  would'  be  a&ore  th^a  ^oai  to 
any  increase  which  auy  oircnmstancer  would  re- 
^uire^  This^might'  be  true,  were  her  seamen  nn- 
limitedTinti  urn  hers,  and  bar  pecuniary  resonrcea 
inexJiauatible;.^ttt.both  are  Hknited,aad  ao  musi 
be  her  naval  armainent.  To  fit  out  vessels  which 
she  has  ill  ordinary,*would  require,  wHfain  a  few 
thpusand;  all  the  ^seamen  in  her.  merchant  «ervioe, 
and  such  an  addition  tocher  ao(n<ttai  expenditare, 
as  the  nation <neit her  would  nor* cotild  bear. 
The.  true  object  of  ifiqnlry  Jto  ascertain  her  effi- 
ciet>r  power  is,  what  nwnber  of  vessels  is  she 
practical^  able  to  keep  ^in  commission/  and  iha 
anW6r  tea  y  be  recatved  in  a  shape  the  most  un- 
favorable to  my  argument,'7et  confirtDatory  of  it 
in  the  examj^le  of  1801j  the,  year  which  I  have 
selected  for  illustration,  when,. it  iir  confidently 
believed  her  equipmelit  Waa  ^^reateri  combiniog 
force  and  numbers,  than  at  any  other  period  of 
her  history. 

{Here  Mr..C.  closed  His  observations,  for  this 
day.] 

On  the*  18tb,  Mr.  C.  continued*. — I,  yeaterday, 
contended  that  the  great -commercial  and  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  ntitiqn,  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  6ouniry,  and  the  general  policy  and 
duty  of  the  Government,  eOncurred  in  r^Qirine 
the  establishment  of  a  navy.  I  also  answered 
the  two  great  ol^ections  vrhich  ate  mo»t  relied 
upon  in  opposition  to  a  Ntfval  Establishment. 
But  the  subject  must  bp  considered  in  reliufion  to 
other  times  and  to  other  Powers  with  whose  naval 
strength  we  shall  have  to  struggle.  It  is  unwor- 
thy of  a  natifta' looking  to  that  greatness  wl^ich 
niust  be  our  destiny,  to  limit  its  views  to  a  single 
oatioA  whose  power,  however  great,  is  berish- 
able,  and-whon^  many  gentlemen  think  to  be  now 
tottering  to  her  fall.  ,  We,  mnst  take  the  wftoie 
extent  of  our  relations  into  vie|ir  in  conoid'ering. 
this  question;  and  in  doinr  so,  we  candot  keep 
out  of  sight  the  marine  which  the  Emperor  of 
France  is  so  industriou^y  -and  anxiously  prepare- 
ing  add  cherishing  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
those  under  'bis  control.  What  do  tbete  pi^epnra- 
tioaa  indicate?    A  settled  d«ten)atna(ion  to  he- 
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eome  a  roawtime  power.-  Amd  is  it  notWdrttry 
the  Wisdom-aod  forecast  of  tliis  natioa,  to  logk  at 
the  possible  coDsequ.ences  of  the  Union  of  such  a 
ibrce.wiih  his  irresistible  power  upon  the'land  1 
It  is  not  to  he  beilered  that  the  power  of  his  great 
eaemy  irpeo  the  oceari  will  iodu6e  this  eztraordi* 
nary  man  to*  relinq'uish  his  ddterroinatioii  or  re- 
lax bis'  exMions  to  create  a  «avy.  Lei  gentle- 
iaan  not  misunderBtaDd  me^^I  most  toasider  the 
ruler  of  Prance  as  ati  extmrdipary-man,  whether 
he  be  viewed  as  an  iastrunsrent  of  rengeaaeeand 
of  wrathv  in  the  hands  of  an  Ail  wise  Providence; 
te  diastise  us  hero  b.elow.  or  «^  display ing,  in  the 
noblest .iDanner,  the  greatest  energies  wUh  w:hicb 
hu'mafnity  has  becnr  endowed.  I  naeaa  iK)t  tobe 
his  panegyrist  or  his  revHer.  -^Fo^  my  own  pan. 
I'ani  disponed  to  cbo&idei^  Mm  as  a  rod9f  cbas^ 
tiaement  to  the  n|itionS''Qf  the  earth ;  but,  view 
him  as  wemayj  np^wise  politician  can  believe 
that  this  extraordinary,  man  is  gaverned  by  a 
shbrt-«ighted  policy.*  It  has  b^en  said,  that  be  is 
an  enemy  t6.commecce«- and  wished  to  .destroy  it 
evem  in  his  owa  doitri^ions ;  but  a  mere  idle  faa« 
cy  n  ever  totered  into  the  lAind-  of  man.  Has.  he 
possessed  himself  of  the  valuable  pprts  of  the  Ba.l- 
tie,  of  HoUatid,  and'  the  Meditern^nean,  by  for'ce 
and  by  stratagem,  for  the  purpose  Qf-deseroyiog 
'  their  fKincipal  value  t  His  immadiate' object  is, 
indeed,  to  make^aV  upottleommefc^,  but  h  is  the 
commerce  of  Ma  eneipy,  vrhich  he  justiv  consid- 
ers «s  the  most  vulnerable  point  of  attac^-r^n  its 
fall,  and  (he  consequent  fall  of  British  naval  gfreat- 
liess,  h<^  noeaDs  to  establish  those  of  France.  Will 
gentlemen,  theny  say  that  we  are  to  have  bnt  •ne 
oati&n  inr  vievy  M.our  n»val  preparations?  ^  Aa- 
snredly;  ttiey  cftnao^;  and  therefore,  in  vdation 
to  France  and  plher  nation^,  besides  Grtet  Brit- 
ain, if  any  naval  preparation  be  proper,  under  any 
cireumtftan<c;eiB,  we  ought  at  least  to 'commence  a 
system  which  mfty  enable- us  to  meet  tbeexigen** 
eiea  of  future  times..  We  liow  say;  we  cannot 
encounter  the  streiigth  of  the  British  li6n^  because 
we  are  not.prepared-rdelay  ^our  prepartitions, 
and  yotf  must  hereafter,  on  th^  same  prineiplei 
declare  you  dare  not  engage  fh^  ferocity  of  the 
French  tiger.  Bntj  as  we  look  a^  Ihe-  subject^ 
the  prospect-opens* wider,  (o  our  new«^  It^sitK- 
evitably  certain  .th^t  tbe  Wes^-kdta  Islands  will 
in  time  become  independent— they  miist  be  na- 
val, andr  probably,  from  4he  character  df  their 
population,  piratical— ^and  without  a  naval  fpr45e 
to  defend  our  commerce,  it  will  become  the  prey 
of  pirated  and  buooaaeers.*  .But  look 'still  foN 
ther,-  at  Mexico,  aixd;  beyond  the  Isthmus- of  Da- , 
Tien,  to  'South  America ;  aH  of  whic^  must  be 
soon  independent;  they:  most,  too,  becbme  great, 
and  powerful,  and  wealthy/  and  will  -not)  proba- 
bly follow  ourexamplei  but, -ebtwukiuff  their.iA> 
terast  and  their  strength,  wilt  establish  a  naval 
power.  In  this  'view,  we  ought-  to  be  prepared 
for  defence  ^  .but,  in-  another  view,  we  will  want 
a  nav^l  force  to  protect  that^ profitable  commerce 
which  must  grow  out. of  the  proximity^and  other 
relations  of  these* countries,  and  our  own,  but 
which  Great  Britain,  who  aiihs  at  a  monopoly  of 
this  trade,  will  not  allow  «s  to  enjoy^  if  Wf  canntK 


protect  it. '  There  is  another  objection  to  &  Naval 
Establishment,  to  which,  an  answer  must  be  af- 
forded. }c  is  alleged  that,  if. we  build  a^navy,  we 
eabnotman  our  ships  witJiout  resorting  to  the 
odiousand  tyrannic  pr&ctice  of  impressnpent,'  Xo 
'this  objection  a  ver^  satisfactory  refutation ^may 
be  eaatiy  giveti.  It  is  .believed  by  many  thai  the 
number  of  seameavdqea  not  exceed  fifty  or  sixty 
thpt^and.  I  know  tiat  the  cause  of  this  error — 
^rhaps  it  may  proceed  from  some  estimate  which 
embraces  only  ableseamen, and  excludes  the  class- 
es of  half  -seamen  abd  boys ;  both  of  whipl)  are 
includ'ed  in  the  crews  of  Vessels  bf  war  as  well  as 
naerc ban t.  vessels/.  To  prove  |he  number  of  our 
seamen,  I  will  refer*  gentlemen  to  ^'BlodgeiU 
Economiea,"  where  it  will  be  found  that,  in  1806, 
includinff  the  classes  of  hMf  seamen  .and  boys, 
the  number  was  110;00Q.  The  United  States  had, 
at  tl^at  time,:  1,250,000  tons^ef  shrppiAg,  and  hav- 
ing now  1^488,77^  tons,  they  must  hive,  if.  this 
writer  be  accurate,  about  12§,000  seamen.  But, 
to  pcqve.ihis  iact,  like  others  on  which  I  rely,  so 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  upou  it,  I  will  sh^w.  by  a 
comparison  bf  our  present  tonnage  with  laat  of 
Qteat  Britain,  lU  a  given  year,  and  the  relative 
•ntimher  pf  her-seamen'  in  the  merchant  service 
in  the  ^irie  year,  that  we  must,  from  the  amount 
of  otir  tonnage,  hkve  nearl^y  the  numbeojvhieh  re- 
sults frcup  this  writer's  estimate.  Great  BrijiaiiB, 
in  1790,  ha^  about  tbe  same  tonnage  which  we 
now  have,  viz :  1,460;823  tons,  which  were  man- 
ned by  112,556 'seamen/  It  is  not  material  to  my 
argument  which  number  be  taken ;  but  if  we  re* 
colleet,  the  great  portion  of  our.  tonnage  which  is 
eng[aged  in  the  coasting  trade,  the  vessels  employ- 
zed  in, which,  are  smaller,  and  will,  in  proportba 
to-  their  tooaa^e,  .require  more  h^nds  than  the 
large  vessels  eioployed  in  the  foreign  trade,  we 
may  be  aut^torizedto  take  Mr.  Blodget's  e'stirnate. 
It-will.only  take  oi^e^ighth  part  of  this  nuknb^r— 
'about  fifteen .  thouMinf--i,o  man  twelrve  seventy- 
fours  and  twenty, frigates*  It  is  not  tq.  be  expect- 
ed that.. in  the  event  of,  a  war  with  a  maricimQ 
power  of  strength,  hafrour  seamen  will  coniinue 
to  be  employed  in  the  merchants'  service.  Those 
discharged  wiH  be  happy  to  find  employment  in 
the  Navy.- ^The  "biiSbarga  and  noii-iatiBrcourse 
li<w8,  it  is  welrknown,  threw  into  our  .maritime 
cities  a  great  ntHqbei  of  seamen,  who  weufd  glad- 
ly have  entered  the  Navy  could  they  have  found 
empiqymedt  there.'  But  it  i&supposed  they  would 
prefer  serving  on  aboard  xhe  (wivateers,  which 
would  issue  frofm  our  poru<  in  such  numbers  and 
ofier  such  advantages,  as.  to  require  and  attract 
all  Che  seamen  who  should' be  discfhar^ed  from 
the  merchants'  service.  '  This  is  very  impr^ba- 
1)le.  There  would  be  uowards  of  sixty  thousand 
.thrown  out<. of  service^  vnich  would  be  a  number 
sufficient  to  man  the  (orce  proposed,  and  probably 
five  hundred  privateers  besides.  ^  But  it  is  per- 
fectly in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  institute 
such  regukatioas  as  would  insure  a  sufficient 
number  af  seatneo  for  the  national  service,  with- 
out any  direct  restraint ^ppa  their  will,  by  limit- 
ing the  number  of^privateers,  should  it  be'neces- 
sary«    Takiagr  how^v*^}  the  worst  jrievtfrof  the 
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8ubj.ect,.it  would  be  HDneceBsary  to  resort, to  im* 
pressment.  I  belfevfe  tbe  nations  of  the  Coati- 
nent  haye  never  resorted  to  impressnidBt  to  man 
their  fleets.  I  do  not  speak  ^ith  certainty  as  tp 
the  fact,  but  I  believe  their  prattie^  was  to  caiise 
their  seamen '  to  be  registered^  as  our  militia 
afe,  and,  when  necessary,  a  portion'  of  them  was 
dradehted  for  the  public  service.  It  will  hardly 
be  objected,  with  respect  to  seaftien,  that  they 
^  cannot  be.  sent  out  of  the  United  State's.  I  pre» 
sume  even  my  honorable '  friends  over  the  way, 
(the  Federal  gentlemen,)  will  waive-their  objec- 
tion oft  this  point.  I  feel  confident  that  ihey  will 
relaz^a  little  in  their  Constitutional ^iffiouUiesip 
favor  of  our  Navy !  They  will,  indeed,  have  rea- 
son for  it.  The  servioe  i«,  in  a^mat  d^e^ee,  the 
peculiar  duty  of  our  seamen,  as  toe  exe>tion  most 
al.ways  be,  in  a  great  degree,  for  their  peculiar 
defence.  Their  hom^  is  on  thd  ocean,  and  their 
defence  of  the  national  rights  upon  itf  may  fairlv 
be  assimilated  to  the  defence  of  the/  soil  on  whicn 
we  tire,  bv  those  whio  dwell  upon  the  iand. 

I3ot,  while  it  is  contended  by'some  that  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  nation  to  establish  an  ef- 
fective naval  force,  there  are  others  wbo  are  dp? 
posed  to  it,  lest  we  become  too  great  a  naval 
Power.  They  fearlhat  our  fleets  wilfcover  the 
ocean,  and  seeking  victory  on  all  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  iuTolve  the  nation  m  op- 
pr^s^ive  expenses,  and  in  wanton  and  habitual 
wars.  Such  objects  are  certainly  not  contem- 
plated by  the  refjort  of  the  committee.;  noi^  can 
such  events  possibly  happen,  as  long  as  we  re- 
main a  free  people..  Thetsommittee  have  recom^ 
mended  such  a  navy  as  will  give  tplhe  United 
States  an  ascendancy  in  the  American  seas,  and 
protect  their  ports  and  harbors.  The  people  will 
never  beaf  the  establish meirc  pf  a  greater  force 
than  these  o^ects  requiVe.  The  reasons  w^ich 
forbid  Great  JBritain,  or  any  other  European  Pow- 
er, to  station  large  fleets  in  our  seas,  will  e<][Qally' 
forbid  us  to  cross  the. Atlantic,  on  go  into  distant 
seas,  for  the  purpose  of  frequent,  or  habitual 
wars.  *   >,    - 

But  a  navy  is  said  to  be  anti-republiean,  be> 
cause  it  was  opposed  by  the  Itepublipa.tfs  in  1708. 
I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  was  then  objected 
to,  not  bejcause  it  was  anti-repuMioan  in  itself? 
but  because  the  RepofoUeans  of  that  time  believed 
it  was  to  be  employed  for  improper  objects ;  be- 
cause, while  it  was  unnecessary  at  the  .time^  it 
was  of  such  a  nature  ai  only  fitted  it  for  the  time/ 
because  it  was  part  of  a  system  which  embraced 
unnecessary  armies  -and  unnecessary  tai^s  and 
loans,  to  continue  a  "war  beyond  the  just  objects 
of  war — a  war  which,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  day^  was  to  be  waged  by  every  ii^an,  woman, 
and  child,  in  the  iiatioi»,  to  which  we.  are  op- 
posed. ,    ^  • 

^  We  are  told,  also,  that  navies  have  ruined  every 
nation  that  has  employed  them}  and  England, 
and  Holland,  and  Venice^and  other  nations,  ha^e 
been  mentioned  as  examples.  Tha  vast  debt  of 
Great  Britaiii  is  declared  to  he  among  the  per- 
nicious fruits  of  her  Naval  Establtshmient.  This 
I  denj.^  Her  4ebt  has  grown  out  of  her  prpfiise 


subsidies,  and  her  absurd-  wars  oa  the  Wad. 
Though  the  ruin,  which  is  supposed  to  threate& 
Bngiaod,  is  attributed  to  her  navy,  it  is  obvions, 
that  her  navy  alone  has  saved,  and  still  saves,  her 
from  ruin.  Without ^ it  she  .most,  long  since, 
have  yielded  to  tbe  power  ofElraac^  her.iadepeod- 
ernce  and  h^r  liberties.  .We  axe  told  that  the 
same  wealth  whidii  she  has  expended  ia  aupport- 
ing  her  navies  would  hava  been  employed  more 
profitably  for  the  nation  in  the  improvement  pf 
Its  agriculture  and'  manufapttirae,  aadJa  the  es- 
tabliehment  of' canals  and  roads,  and  other  inter- 
nal improvements.  .  But  experience  is  better  than 
theory.  L^t  i)s  compare  £(bgland  wi^h-niuans 
whrch  have  ao  oavie^,  or  compaVatively  iacoa* 
siderabl^  navi^  The  nations  of  tha  Contineat 
of  Europe  are  without  such  oVergrowa  aad  raia- 
ou6<  Naval  Establishments^  hut  do  you  there  fiqd 
the  highest  improvements  in  agriculture, ihe  most 
flourishing  manufaotures.pr  the  best  roads  aad 
canals?  N.0,  it  is^in  this  nation,  that  has  beea 
rpiiied  by  her  pavy,  that,  ypu' find  all  these  iia- 
provemen(s  most. perfect  at^d  most  extended.  1 
mean  not  either  to  be 'the  panegyrist  of  fiagUad; 
but  these  truths  may  be^  declared  for  oar  iasoac^ 
titln^  without  suppressing  thefepliocB  eseited  by 
the  wrongs  she  ha9  done  us..  Eo^and  has  aot, 
then,  I  concliida,  beea  destroyed  or  itnpoToished, 
but  preserved  and  enriched,  by  her  natr^.  Was 
if ollaad  rpined  by  ii^r  navy?  No;  stinwuded 
hv  tl^e  great  Powers  of  the  Continent,  with  a  pop- 
ulation not  exceeding  2,OOG,000  of  souls,  she  pro- 
tected and  isecured  her  iadepeodence  ioc  mora 
than  a  century,  agaiiMt  ber^  powerful  oei^Wis, 
bv  means  of  Lercommeseial.riclies,  which  were 
Isberished^nd.  defended  by  her  naval  power.  Did 
^VeiHee  id  we  her  declid&  or  fall>  to  her  navy? 
While  the  neighboring  Italian  States  jwere  sah* 
dued,  y^ar  af^er  year,  changing  their  naastersaad 
their  tyrants^  she  loi^  eontinued  to  ride  Irinm- 
.phantly  amidst,  the  storm,  independent,  and,  ia  a 
'^  great  degree,' free..  It  was  her  naval  aod  con- 
Rleroial  power  wi:Ach>ma4e  her  rich  mad  grmty 
and  secuitad  her.  existence  as  a  State  so  laag. 
Ijook  even  at  the  little  Republic  of  Genoa,  who^ 
inhabitants,  bkit  ibr  its,  commerce  and  its  navy, 
i^ould  scarcely  ever  have  possessed  "a  keal  hab- 
itation*," or. "a  name  I"  But  I  must  have  «haasi- 
ed  the  patience  of  the  House,.  I  wiU  therefore 
conclude  the  bbeervations*  which  I  pto^ose  to 
make  on  the  general  merits  of  th^*  question. 

I  must,  however,  yet  be  pardoned  for  raaJciog 
a  ievf.  cemarku  on  the  particMiar  provisioos  of  the 
bill.  The  committee!  eonaidered  it  their  datf  not 
to  l^m^t  the  objects  of  the  report  to  sneh  prepa- 
rations.as  it  might  be  proper  br  expedient  to  make 
to  meet  the  pre^nt  ^atranal  exigency,  but  also 
to  bring  distinctly  and  explicitly  .before  the-Heose 
the  more  impoittadt  question,  whether  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  should  be  cherished  and  sop- 
pert^  with  a  fostering  hand,  or  be  at  once  aban- 
doned ?  Both  these  objects  are  embraced  by  the 
bin.  The  first  8e9tbn  provides  for  the  repair  of 
the  frigates,  which  are*  now  in  ordinary.  The 
question  presenud  by  this  section  the  Hoase  have 
already,  decided 'by.  the  adoption  of  otie  of  the  res^ 
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oIoiioDs  of  ihe  Committee  of  Forugn  Rektions, 
which  embraced  the  subject.  Tne  second  sec- 
tion provides  for  the  build^of  of  a  Umitednum-' 
ber  of  frigktes,  arereging  thirty -eight  gnna.  It 
is  my  intention^  according  to  ih^  report  of  thjs 
committee,  to  move^  whenthe  section  shall  oceur, 
to  fil{  the  biank.wjth  the  number  iett--rthe  appro- 
priation proposed  isone  million  of  dollars..  Thp 
SUB  necessary  to  complete  these  ffigates  would 
be,  inchidiag  the  sno^  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated, $1^700,000 :  bilf  the  present  appropr»tioa  b 
limited  to- one  iDillion, , because  it  will  probably 
be  au&cient  to  meet  the  expendttoresof  the  pres- 
ent year.  Tbe  United  States  have  not,  unfortu- 
natety,  from  the  little  attention  b^Ktofore  paid  to 
this  sabiect,  the  materials,  particularly  properly 
seasoned  timber,  necessary  to  build  theee  vesteib 
immediat^y.  If  or  b  the-artieie  of  tlinber  of  the 
be^t  quality  speedily  to  be  procured ;  and  it  h 
therefore,  intended,  unless  the  ezigenct«a  of  the 
country  for  naTAl  defence  shall  render  it  imperi- 
ously necessary,  to  proceed  w^th  mo/e.  expedition, 
only,  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  Qdre.rnment  top#o* 
▼ide  the  materials,  f  nd  make  sucht  progress  as.. 
may  be  coniist^at  with  the  durability  and  sub- 
stantial TKlUe  of  the  vesaeia  for^bieh  an  Appro- 
priation of  one  million  of  dollars  \s  deemed  suffi- 
cieiit.  The  committee  would  have  reeommeoded. 
sefrentyrfours  la  jprofereocej  bu^  af  the  United 
States  possessed  tihe  materials  only  for  foujr  ves- 
sela  of  tnis  descrtptioi^  aad  as  ten  or  tweWe.  would 
be  neoeasary  to  m^et  the  objects; for  w^hich.  they 
are  supposed  to  bo  prinbipally  qtiaiified,  it  was 
thought  best,  hf  a  majority  of  the  committee,  to 
rely  at  presedt  on'^the  services  of  smaller  vessels, 
as  they  will- probably  form  a  oiore.  active  and- 
mere  mbieot  cruiMing  force. 

The  «ext  fteetTon  p^posi^  the  i^rectipn  of  .a 
dock  for  the  repair  olf. the,  vesseb  of  the  Nav^. 
ic  will  be  ueoful  and  ecottomicat,  though  we  should , 
not  inc.rease  the  size  or  t&e  nomtjcr  of  our  ships. 
but  it  is  cboei^ed  indispensable,  it  we  shall 
add  large  shi|»  to  opr  aaval  force*  The  appoh 
pvlation  required  for.  this  object  is  only 'one  hun- 
dred thousand  4oIlars.  . 

The  next  section  proposes  an  appropriAtion  for 
tbe  purpose  ^^  proquvin^  ship .tiiober.  k  is' in- 
tended tO"  fill 'the  blank  with  toe  sum  of  two  bun*, 
died  thousand  dollars  per  an^om,  for  three  yeai^ 
and  it  ishwped  and  believed- this «appropriatj.on 
iprill  be  sumcient  to  provide  the  timlwc  which 
,  may  be  necessary,  for  the  coQstructioiv  of  aay 
navy  .which. the,  Unjited  States  ought ,  at  present 
to  contemplate.     •    -         • 

It  is  ^tentfed'by  another  section  of  the  bill,. to 
separate  th^  guaboaU  from  the  Naval  Bsmblish- 
.jmeat ;  they  appear  .to  have  no  proper  connexion 
^th  ft,'  and  swell  very  much  th^  eipendituie  of 
the  Naval  Department.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  esti- 
mates for  the  preseat  year  for  the  ahnual  expense 
of  sixty-two  gudboatSy  are  $750,000,  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  wbole  Estimates  of  the  department 
for  the  jear.  An  expense  altogether  dVpropor- 
■  tinned  to  their^atility^  aad  whi^  depresses.  the> 
general  character  of  the  establiehment.  In  con- 
eequence  of  the  provision  iconuiined  in  this  s^- 


tibu,  00  further  appropciat ion  will  be  required  for 
the  service  of  the  year,  in  ctfnseqoence  of  liie 
ftigates.aow  in  ordinary  being  put  in  service  \  as 
the  frigates,  when  repaired,  wiU  more  tbaa  sup- 
ply the  place  of  the  gunboats,  while  their  expense 
will  no^  be  so  great ;  the  appropriation,  therefore, 
for  the  gunboats  may  be  applied  io  them  or.  the 
fri^tetf  in  tb^  alternative.  The  appropriation 
fbr  the  repkir  pf  the  frigates  in  ordinary  must  fol* 
low^  of  course.^he  .vo.te  of  the  House  on  the  reso- 
lution, whi^h'I  have  beibre  mentioned  ;  therefore, 
the  additional  appropriations  contained  by  the 
bill,  amount  ooly  fo  91,300.000,  whiob  must  be 
considered  as  very  small,  when  ynt  contemplate 
the  large  e)cpenditures  authorized  iot  other  pur- 
poses, Bnd  the  greatness  and  vital  importance  of 
ciie  objects  to  which  these  appropriations  relatCk 

NOTfi.        *     * 

StqienenU  inferred  to  in  tht  argumeni.-^(Jomp(mi' 
/t>e  eaoptnu  ^ftht  Afmy  o/nd  Navtfn' 


YcaiC. 


.  From  Mar.  4, 
1789,  to  Dec 
SI,  17dl 

1792.   '- 

17?8 

1704 

1705 

17»e 

1797 

1708  *•  . 

1799 

1880 

18(11  *  . 

1809 

1808 

1804 

1806    • 

180& 

1807 

1808 

1800 

'  leio 

1811 


Mi&taiy  E8^h:nt  Naval  Estab'nt. 


$689,804  08 
J,103,048  47' 
1,13^,443  91 
3,689,097  69 
2,429,^86.  81 
1,946,897  89 
1,009,990  04 
1,989,699  39 
9,406,669  17 
9,6^7,469  99 
4,600,000  08 
1,179,148  90 

'  899,066  86 

.876,993  98 

.712,781  98 

1,294,366  38- 

1,988,686  91 

>  9,900,834  40 
.3,346,779  17 
3,700/>00  00 
9,900,000  00 


•61,408  97 

410|669  OS 

974^784  04 

889,681  8» 

1,381,347  76 

3,868,081  84 

3;448,7l6-03 

9,111,494  00 

916,891.  87 

1,946,317  89 

1,976.860  9& 

1,697,600  00 

1,649,641  44 

1,779,064  47 

1,884,067  80 

9,427,768  80 

1,660,000  00 

'4.670,600  00 


«37,641,669  00.  /$97,176,979  00 


.  "BrittBk  iVbsy,  at  the  peace  •/  Amien^  m  1801. 
Is  commission-  '.  •  •  *.  •  *  •  •.  83S 
Reoeiviag  ships  .''--il'.  .  .  94 
ServiceaUe,  aad  repairing  fpr  servios  -  /•  11 
Inordinaqr  it  diflnrent  porta  -  -  ...  60 
BttildMig?        -        -  * .  *        ..      -        -        •9a 


Total- 


94« 


Compart^  of  Amiriean  and  BnH$h  tonnage  and 
aeanum;  in  eundry  yeare. 

AXS^ICAIT. 

« In  18Q6,  1,960,000  tons ;  116,000  seamen 'and,  boys^ 
In  1811, 1,494,783  tons;  196,000  seaman  and  l^s. 
In  1910,  were  built  197,676  tofts  of  new  shipping. 
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Naval  JStiabluhmeni. 


Januabt,  1812. 


Bbitibe* 
In  1790;  l|4e(H8St  tonfl;  113,656  Bemmen  and  hoys 
In  1791,  1,511,411  tons  ^  117,044  sdMoen  mnd  boys 
In  1792,  1,640,145  tons*,  118,jM6  ceamen  and  boys. 
In  160P,  1,905,438  tops  ^  148,661  seamen  and  boys. 

VtMaeU  antM^Uj/  buHt, 
In  1798,  ton's   -        -        ....    -    89,310 
In  179P,.tons  -     .    -        ....        -    98,044 
In  1800,  tons-        .....        -186,268 


Saturday,  Jannary  18. 

Mr.  JfiNNiNOs  preseoted  a  petition  from  the  offi<-, 
cers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  the  late  expedition 
on  the  Wabash,'  praying  for  remuoeratidn.  . 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  cooHnittee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referted,  reported,  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  rfitiian  Pinkoeyj  ^wnich'  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  called  gp  for  consfderation,  a  reso- 
lution whicb  he  had  laid  upon  , the  table  some 
days  ago,  requesting  frond  the  President  of  the 
United  States  informaiipn  respecting  seatnen  im- 
pressed into  the  service  of  Great  Brjtain  ;  and  the 
House  having 'agreed  to  consider  it,  Mr.  C.  pro*"-' 
posed  a  modification  of  the  .resolution,  by  insert- 
ing the  words,^'' add.  Which  informatibn  has  not 
'been  heretofore  communicated."  Hie  proposed 
also  an  additional  resolution  fbr  the  appointment 
of  a  committee^  to  arrange  all  ihe  information  on 
this  subject,  of  which  Congress  was,  or  might  be 
in.  possession,"  ipto  one  view,  for  the  use  of  such 
of  the  new  menibers  as  -might  not  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  beiqg  ^oqnainted  with  these,  par- 
ticulars. 

The  adoption  of  these  resolutibns  was  job- 
jeered  to,  as  unnecessary.  It  Ms  stated  that  cart- 
loads of  documents  had  been  already  hi^d  on  this 
subject ;  that  by  continual  Calls  upon  the  Execu- 
tive, that  department  was  kepi  fully  employed  in 
answering  these  demands,  when,,  perhaps,  more 
importani  business  required  their  attention;  that 
no  member  could  want  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, after  the  volumes  which  had  been  published 
upon  it;'  but  if  there  Were  any  such,  they  bad 
only  tp  apply  to  the  Cleik'S'Office;  or  the  Library, 
to  be  fully  satished.   '  . 

The  first  resolQtion  was  rejected — the  last  was 
agreed  to  by  a  small  majdrity,  «nd  a  committee 
of  five  members  appoint/ed. 

On  motion  nf  Mr.  Lewis,  the  bill  for  amending 
the.  charter  of  the  X^ily  oj  Washington,  was  re^ 
committed  io  the  select  comnsittee  who  reported 
it.  for  amendment.'   " 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Housie,  »co«imii'. 
nication  from  the  Postmaster  General,  containing 
a  report  on  the  subject  of  finishing  the  public 
boildiofi:,  conamonly  called  Blodget's  Hotel,  which 
was  re^rred  to  a  select  committee. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit^^ 
tee  of  the  'Whole,  on  the  Navy  bill ;  when  Mr. 
Chevbb  finished  his  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as 
giv^tt  iaf^uill' in  preceding'pagies. 

Mr.  SETBtsRT.-^I  rise  under  a  pressure  of  more 
than  ordinary  embarrassmenH-pradence  on  One 


hand  bitls  me  A  rink  froip  the  task  which  I  am 
about  to  undertake;  whilst  oii  the  other  hand,  a 
CQiTscibus  duty  impels'  ihe  to  engage  in  the  eoa- 
sideratton  of  the  question  now  tefore  the  honor- 
able Comiifktee.    My  friend  from  Ssnth  Car- 
olina (Mr/ CaEv«B)^ay8  tbia  qnestioa  is  all  im- 
portant to  this  n^ition  ;  in  this  I  perfectlr  coincide 
with  him)  and  therefore  cannot  rest  satiafied  with 
a  mere  vote  on  ihis  ooea^on.-    Sir,  it  is  not  mr 
intention*  to  follow  the  f^enttcmam  from  Soam 
.Carolina  through  all  the  windings  of  thelabyrioth 
into  which  be  has  ventured  to  penetrate*   I  will 
not  pretend* to  chase  reason*  on  the  wing.   This 
snlject  n  one  whlch^may  be  demonstrated  by  fig- 
ures and  -caUutations-^itslnvestigation  shall  be 
attempted  in- this  way.-      "^ 
' -Thegent^man  from.Sopth  Oaroltnh  and  my- 
self do  notdiffer  as  regards  the  intimate  connexion 
of  the  agrtcoltttral  and  commerdal  interests.    Oa 
this  part  of  thC'Sobject,  he  has  left  nothing  farther 
to  be  said.    But^  sir,  he  mistakes  when  he  re- 
marked, that  it  was  tbe  common  sentiment,  that 
the  commerce  of  tbe  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  protected — at  any  rate^  for  one,  I  will  not  be 
considered  sul^ect  to  this  accusattoo;  fhoogh  I 
shaH  maintain,  that  we  cannot  protect  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  on^the  ocean.     The  lieti 
in  stftpport  of-thisLOpjnion  will-be  stated  presently. 
In  cbmmon  wi|h  my  friend^  I  will  lay  before  this 
Committee  "a dry  detail  of  facts.'*     I  hope  gen- 
tlemen w'Hl  iiidu^  me  with  fi  portion  of  their 
time,  though  tb^re  may  not  be  much  pleMOieia 
iiealrtog  ^such  details;    Iwill  not  particularly  fol- 
low the  gentleman  in  his  comparison  of  the  Army 
and  Naval  Btftablishments  or  the  United  States. 
He  has  suited  to  ns  that  the  Army  has  cost  this 
nation  much'more  than'the'Navy;  heconclndes 
We  ouffht  to  be  equally  liberal 'in  our  api»ropna- 
lions-^r  both  these  purposes!    Sir,  I  perceive  no 
reason  in  this  tfssertfbn.    Some  gentlemen  oa  the 
other  side  of  the  House  may  say,  that  we  have 
"been  lavish  incur  aj>prbpriations  for* an  army; 
even  admitting  that  in  this  respect  we  hare  beea 
liberal'to  extravaffatfee,'  it  surely  cannot  be  infer- 
red that  we  shoum  make  ourselves  donhly  gnilty 
of  this  charge.  ^  I  will  agree  to  make  apprecia- 
tions for  the  estabKshins  a  navy  for  the  United 
States.    The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
told  us,  tbat'when' the  war  which  we  are  about  to 
-wage,*  shall  be^  over,  our.  Army  will  heave  us. 
Sh*,  1  am  happy^tb  hear  that  on  such  an  event  the 
military  wilt  be  readily  disbanded — a  dread  of  the 
contrary  gave  mnch  uneasiness  to  many  *■  f<^w 
days  since^this  Is  just  what  We  wish  shoold  taka 

SUce.  On  the  other  band,  said  he,  **  yonr  proud 
Tavy,"  will  remain.  Itis^or  this,  withmany 
oth^r  reasons,  why  I  am^  opposed  'to* a  navy.  I 
wish  he  could  have  proved  to  us,  that  with  the 
end  of /the  War  the  Navy  would  aI$o^  leave  or; 
perhaps  I  should  then  agree  with  him -in  favor  of 
its  establishment  :<  though  the  ^nroud  Navy"  will 
recnain  with  us,  he  has  negleeted  to  tell  os  at  what 
rate  of  expense. 
.  Sir,  tbe  gentleman  from  SouiK  Carblina  says, 
many  oppose  a  navy,  because  they  deem  it  aa 
anti*republicAn  institation.    On  thia  head^  I  sbaM 
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lemark'bo.t  liitle : .  I  wilhoidy'tMk  if  it 'is  to  reofaiik 
with  us  in  tioies  of  peace,  with  its  nvmeroiM^rain 
oi  officers,  mpf  4t  aot  become  a  powerfoi  engine' 
in  the  irands  of-im  ambiuous  Bxecatnre? 
'  Sir,  it  was  thoQght  proper  ta  make  the  forego- 
ing remarksas  prelimionty  to  the  subject.    The 
qaestiqii  of  a  Naval  jQstabltsfamentfor  Hie  United 
States  mor&especialiy  eooceros  thosd  who  inhabit 
oommerctai*  districts^    As  one  of  these  I  am  maeh 
interested.    Many  persons  maintain,  that  a  naval 
system  of  defenoe  is  indispensably  nopessary  tQ  a 
nation,  whose  ^eaboard  extends  more  than  1,500 
miles,  with  a  shipping  interest  ambiiptiDgtal,300v 
000  tons^— jn  thia  tespect^  ranking  the  second  of 
modern  nations.  The  argumeni  is^s  specioM  as  it 
is  plaasible  i  it  is-  liable  to  many,  and  i^  my  opin- 
ion, to  insQperable  .objections.    The  .proposition 
before  us  will  be- considered  as  leading*  ia,tL  per- 
manent Naval  Establibhmebt.   This  coarto  is  War- 
mated  by  the  report  of  the  Sectary  of  the  Navy, 
as  well  as  by-the  mode  which  "was  piirsaed*by  mV 
friend  froin  -Soutli  CaroliAa.    i  shall. iK)t  hesi- 
tate to  declare  my  decided  opposition  \o  sueb  air  es- 
tablishment, aaa  will  proceed  to  state  the  obje«- 
tions  wheceon  myopmrion  is'gnmnded.    dir,  I 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  jcommence'a  peifnianent 
NaYal  ^stablishn^nt  At  tkis  time.    Mre  are  quite 
unprepa^  for  it— we  are  in  want  of  all  Ihe 
.necessary  materials;  tiiongh  we  have  been  told 
that  oi^r  foresta  abound  in  all  the  necessary  tim- 
ber, it  was, said  little  oC  this  materiaL  was  td  be 
foand  in  our  dockyards.    The  gentleman,  from 
South  ■  Carolina  has  told  as,  that  a  sufficiency  of 
s^aaooed  timber,  to  boild  four,  .seventy-fours, -was 
now  on  band,  and  that  th»  proper  authority  deem- 
ed it  advisable  to  be  ased  Xor  frigates.    Sir,  this 
timber  is  a  portion^  of  th^t^which  was  purchaeed 
some  years  since,  for  the  purpose  of  building  six 
seventy^fqars. .  Is  now  appears,  that  of  this  tim^ 
ber  as  much  as  was  sufficient. for  two  of  these 
Teasels,  has  l^een .employed  to  buil4  sitiaUer  ves- 
sels or  gunboats,  I  presume.    This  is  all  a  piecp 
with  our  pretisaded  ecoaomv.    Thiif  mode  or  pro- 
ceeding Will  not<answer,%ir.  -  We  are  ih  the  wrong 
from  the  commencement  of  our  Navy.  •  I  dq  not 
iwish  it  to  be  Understood  that  I  bave  decided  a 
Dftvy  will  nevet  be  a  proper-mode  of  defence  for 
this  nation— -but  whenever  it  shaU  be  determine^ 
on,  we  shoald  begin  right ;  this  can  only  be  done 
by  following  those  nations  who^luve  had  most 
ex  perigee  on  the  sabject.    Oar  first  step  should 
be  to^tore  away  the  proper  timber.    This  shoold 
be  done  in  times  when  we  can  bes|  afford  it— in 
titnes'when  oor  market  is  glutted-^in  ^tmes  when 
labor,  can  be  commanded  at  fair  .prices — at  a  pe- 
riod when  we  enjof  peace,  and  surely  not  wlten 
-vre  are  about  to  en^ige  to  a  war.    We  have  i][ere« 
tofore  p^id  the  highest  price  for  ev^^y  s^tide ;  we 
iiave  given  double  wages  for  labor ;  and  instances 
mi^ht  be  memroned,  wh'en  the  workm^.  y^ere 
tninaported  in  stage.  <;o^hes,.at  an  etformous^ez^ 
penae^  from- our  large- seaport  towns  to  the  navy 
yard  of  this  city.    Contracts  for  timber  were  made 
m  haste  and  at  a  very  advanced  price*    As  soon 
afcs  it  was  obtainedt  it  was  pdt  together,  and  in  a 
iiew  months  we  saw,  it  floating,  in  the  u)rm  ofni 


ship  of  war^— roMen^sbip,  I' may -say,  sir,  for*I  be- 
lieve :<vC^ithout  exception '  in  the  frigates,  which 
were  built. by  the  United  States,  the  more  impor- 
tant'paptrdecTayed  and  were  rotten  in  two,  three, 
or  four  years. 

In  many  instances  the  expense  for  repairs  was 
equal  to  ^he  original  cosi. '  A  single  frigate,  the 
Constitution,  has  cost  for  repairs;  frtnn  ^October, 
1802,  to  March,  1809.  the  eaomiaus  sum  of 
$302,582  2ljryt  upwards  of  $43,000  per  annum 
for  seven  years  in  suceessiod.  Sir, 'we  are  not 
without  some  "•  consplaiion'*^on  this*  item.  The 
Secretary  of. the  Ntfvy,,in  his  letter  of  December 
1.,  1809,  ha'S  drawn  our  attention  to'  the  subj^t. 
I  beg  leave  to* be  pecmfitted  tOToacI  his  reinarks  to 
the  Commit»(ee :  >^  llhe  suin  tri^nsferred  in  aid  of 
^  the  apprppri^tion  for  repairs  of  ve^seU  may  ap-  . 

*  pear  large;*  bu^,  pursuing  ihe  spirit-ofihe act  of 
'  31st  JanuaTy<1809,  it  was  d^ermined  that  the 
^  repairs  laade.  should  be  thorough  and  -coii^pleCe. 
'  In  doiAg  this,  the  disbursements  have  certainly 

*  been*  heavy.  Th&  price  of  naVal  stores,  ^eatly  / 
^  and  suddenly,  enhanced,  has  greatly  contributed, 
'  tors weh  them  jO  their,  prcseot  amount.   One  very 

*  consoliaf  eircu'c^staoicefor  these  heavy  disburse- 

*  ments  arises  out  oC  ^he.  fact,  tb^^t  all  the  vessels 
'  repaired,  especially  the  frigates,  have  been  so 
<  much  improved  in  their  armafqient,  their  -other 
/litmenis,  and. their  sailing,  that  the  mostexperi* 
'  enced  practical  men  pronounce  them  to  be,  at 

^  this  ttnie,great^  superior  iif  all  respects  to  what 

*  they  were  when  first  fittM  out  frojoi  the  stocks." 
Tconfess,  sir,i  aid  dissAtish'ed  with  this  mode  of 
improvini?  our  ships.  It  appears*to'  me,  it  woifM 
be  much  better,  to  follow  thie  mode  which  is.  pur- 
sued ifi^&iirope?  ^^ hey  begin  by  stocking  tneir. 
nayy  yards  with' the  necessary  raw  materials. 
Instead  of  a  few  months,  several  years  i^re  allowed 
to  elabse  before  they  finish  a  ship-o£  the*Iine.  It 
is  .said  they  dzjpose  thei/ frames  for  several  years, 

.undercover,  before  they  are  planked.  When  i 
passed  chrou^ht  Chatham,  I  saw  the  famous  ViUe 
de  Parie^  a  hrst-rate,  on  ihe  slocks. .  This  ship 
drew  my  att^ntibn^  Od  inquiry,  I  wtts  informed, 
she  wAS-^ken  upwards  of  ten  years  in  her  cradle, 
from  the  laying  of  her  keel.  Sir,  it  is  to  bo  Hoped, 
befota  we  should  be  .able  to  build 'ships  of ,  war  in 
a  proper  manner^  that  the  contest  we  are  about ^ 
to  gngi^e  in  will  have  eeased.  If  the  ships  can- 
nop  be  'had  >ready  for  service,  why  commence 
bnldine  them  uiiaer  xw  present  unpromising 
aspect  f-  '•. 

'  Mr.  Chairmauf  |he  great'  object  of  a-  Naval  Es* 
tablishment  is  declared  to  be  the  protection  of 
oar  commercfe-  against  isapturea  on  the  ocean. 
We  will  first  turn  aur  auentiod  to  that  species  of 
commerce  Whidi  is  generally^  termed  the  car* 
ryhig  tradej  by  Chis  we  understand  the  exporta* 
tion  of  s^ch  article3  li^are  not  the  productions  of 
the  United  States.  During  the  war  between 
France  and  England,  we  were-  permitted  to  carry 
tbe  iiroductioofr  of  the  West  (ndia  islands, •be- 
longing' to  'I^rance,  to  the  Ecropean  markets. 
This  privilege  Avas  granted  to  us  on  the  part  of 
Fiiittoey  sdlely  because  she  could  not  protect  and 
secure  these  productions  in  trarmltu  Co  her  ports 
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in  Europe.  At  this,  tiooe-  these'  iskrods  are  iii 
the  "possession  of  Qreat  Britata,  aod  «he  (fenies  to 
us  tDe  priviie^B  whteU  we  formerly  enjoyed. 
This  right  on  her  part  is  foanded  on  the  usage,  of 
tMitioDs.  The  capiured-islands  will  only  be  again*^ 
ceded* to  France,  when  peac^  ^hall  take  place; 
and  then  Franoe  will  act  as  Great  Brj^tain  now 
does.  The-^^cperience  at  the  tefminiiion  of  oar 
Revolutionary  war  proves  this  b^ond  all  douht. 
We  shaJl  then  only  be  allowed  tg^^rry  rum  and 
molasses  from  these  islands,  and  th^s^are  articles 
which  are  not  objects  of  re-exportation.  8o  t^at, 
now  and  hereafter^  We  cahoot  cgipect  to  derive 
advantages  from  the  (iarrying  tirade.  Why  then 
build  a  bs^vyto  protect  this  comtnerce?  If  »we 
adopt  the  advice  of  i4y  friend  frotn  Soath  Caro-. 
lina^^we  shalUaddle  the  nation  '^th  a  permanent 
expense  fora  navy,  after  an  iroportani  branch  of 
commerce  Uas  l<jft  us  forevet.  I  will  even  admitj 
.  sir/tbat  we  shaU'anjoythis  trade^r-is<it  treasona- 
ble to  suppose  that  We  can  protect  tt-  bj^a'navy, 
.  when  the  navies  of  France^  ^ain,  and  Holland 
cpmbtned  could  not  insure  its  passage  toJSurope^ 

Let.  us  view  this  subject  in' a  more  extended 
seose — ^Imeaii  as  regards  our  commerce  generair 
ly— we  shall  ^jtitl  have  cause  ^o  entertain  the 
opinion  which  we  first-  adopted.  We  cannot 
protect  our  commerce  on  the  ocean*.  Oqr  ships 
nave  vexed  every  sear- we  trade,  to  all  pairts^of 
the  'World ;  of  course,-  to  protect  our  comnierce, 
our  ships- of  war  must  abandon  our  coasts  and 
encOuntarall  thefo&'ifeof  tlie^enemy.or  those,  of 
Emrope.  The  popts  we  have  in  view  arerSuropean. 
If  your  frigates,  for  convenienpe  and  safety,  are 
to  cruise  only  on  your  coasts,  Vhat  will  be  the 
ftite  of  the  millions,  which  ace  etinbiarkeif  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?  By  this  management 
surely  you  cannot  afford  it  protection*  Prance. 
Spain,  and  Holland,  when  combiored  and  beckeu 
by  an  armed  neutrality  jn  the  north  of  Europe ' 
could  not  secure  their  commerce.'  .The  fleeu  of 
Great  Bntain  now  sieiil  triumphatit  over  every 
wave  of  the  deep.  The  Russians  have  :a  navy 
far  superior  to  that  which  it  is  proposed  we  shall 
establish^  and  they  cannot  protect  their  trade  in 
the  ionuned  limits  of  the  Baltic.  Th^  eaunt 
fifty  orsixty  s^ilof-tbe-line^bOsidesmlmy  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels*    •-     ' 

&ir,'  the  expenses  which  are  Incurred  by  a  Na- 
•vai  Establishment,  far  exceeds  the  protts  which 
arise  from  the  comm^rca  w'bich  it  isintended  tot 
protect.  This  t^oposttiba  is  warranted  by  the 
experienjse  of  Great  Britain,  the  most  coipmercial 
nation  of  modern  times.  '^In  the  year  1786,  the 
totai  imports  and  exports  of  Great  firitainamqant- 
ed  to  £94,952,000.  For.  the  same  year  the  expen- 
ditures for  her  navy  amounted  to  £13,654,018^  or 
about  one<«eveoth  of  the  total  imports  and  exports, 
or  fourteen  per  cent,  on  the  totaf  capital  jofrnployed 
in  commerce.  What-  regular  trade*  can.  yield 
such  profits  on  Xhe  cuiyrtLrd  aod'inwurd  cargoes? 
To  me  this  is  a  secret.  In  the  year  179%  l&t, 
Pitt  computed  the  profits  on  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  at -£1^,000,000;  pr  one  and  a.  half 
millioBB  less  than  the  expense  for  her  navy  the 
precedi&g^earr         •     i         .- 


Sir,  the  expenses  which  are  Becossarily  coa- 
nected  with  r  Naval  E^iablishment,  constitute  a 
very"  serious  ol^ectioo  to  it.  At  tl^s  time,  the 
Unnual  expenditures  for  the  British  oaryamouat 
to  nearly  £17,000^000,  or  $86,000,000.  Every 
succeeding  year  brings  wifh  it  an  increase  of  ex- 
penditures. This  has  been  the  result  fear  after 
year  since  the  comtneiniBement^f  the  institution. 
Our  prospects  will  be  the  more  evident,  when  we 
take  a  view  of  the  expenses  which  have  been  al- 
ri^ady  ipcurred  for  the  in&ntile  estaUlslioieot  of 
our  country  ^  i^e  shall  be  led  to- the  samecooelQ- 
.sions.*  The'Ai^ricaD  ]>iavy  was  coiameaeed  ia 
the  year  1794,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1811, 
the  eapenditures  ^mounted  to  ^7,456,979— a  saia 
mxioh  greater  than  the  one-half  of  the-paUic  Uc 
on  the  )st  of  January;' 1813.  This  woald  have 
been  mu«h  better  applied,  had  it  h^eo  placed  wiik 
the  CpmmisSioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  wiU 
ask  the  gentleitism  from  Sou^^  Garolisa,  what, 
has  the  nation  beaefited  for.  this  enormoas  expea* 
diture  1  .  What  woald  hayo  beMiIhe  amaant  ex- 
pended, |iad  this  engine  be^n  fierenlena^  viih 
Admirals  ^f  the  Red  White  and  3iue  sqnadraos, 
with  numerous  dpck and  navy  yards,  placemen, 
dbo.  1  For  we  sftall  ffradually  advance  to  all  Uus, 
if  we  do  \ihl  stop  shoi:t  at  this  time.  Foe  the 
benefits  of  such  appendages,  I  will  refer  yea  to  i 
statement,  made  to  this  House,  the  last  sesttoa 
concerning  the  navy  yards  MoBgin^  to  the  Gsi- 
ted*  States ;  esp^iaUy  to  the  details  o^  the  exsca- 
ditucas  of  thkt  connected,  with  this  city.  Tiie 
document  I  refer  to,  was  laid  Wore  this  fioose 
on  the  25th  February^  1811.  It  will,  inform  yoo, 
sir,  (hat  the  value  ot  the  work  done  firom  the  la 
of  Jauttaryt  to  the  31st  of  Deeem^r,  1810,  was 
$73,947  52*  >Xhe  commandant  cmifeases,  in  his 
returns  made  to  the  Secretary,  thai  this  work,ia 
mtfay  insuncas,'is  rated/ twenty  per  .craL  abore 
the-  prices  paid  k  other  pl^e^s.  The  salaries  ia 
this  same'yard,  for  the  sam6  year,  <  18 10.)  ameiut- 
ed  to  995,637  64^.  So  that  the  paf  <or  the  sala- 
ries and  tbe'wages  at  this-  navy  yard,  exceeded 
the  valueof  (he  articles  ihi^afactared,  even  what 
rat^  fkr  above  the  fair  prices,  ia.  amoiiattSl,790 
12^ !  This  establishment  is  under  the  in^iaediate 
eye  o(  the  GbvernmenC;  we  laight  suppose  cvecr 
auentfoa  was  paid  to  ecaoomy  lif  so^  whs  wUl 
desire  furtUer  proofs  of  thea^ntagesef  a  oavyl 

Sir,  if  we  ibUow  the'  British  ia  the  prtacipk. 
we  must  look  for  the  sftme  results,  The^xpenses 
of  a  navy  are  pbt  only  enormous,  but,  rti^  they  ia- 
cvease  in  avatio  far  befond  the  increase  of  force. 
From  the.  year  1701  to  1801,  tlia  vessek  in  the 
British  navy  increased  fourfold  in  number,  at  the 
sane  time  the  expanses  increased  in  a  twelvefold 
ratio^*^they  are  270  greater  now  than  they  weie 
in  the  tinie  of  James  1.  In  1701,  the  British  nary 
consisted  of  ^5&  vessels;  its  anaaai  expei^ditare 
amounted  to  £1,046,397,  or '^94,65(^653.  Ia  the 
year  1798,fthe  vessels  increased  to  946;_aBdthe 
annuaLexpeaditOre  toX13,6d4,013,or'$6O,664^  I 

Sir,  'we  will  now  compare  the  foree  with  the 
•raite  of  expcQs^.  This  will  be  done  hy  dividing 
the  sum  of  the  annual  expenditures  by  thesimnber 
of  guns  employed.    The  House  will  ijida^  me 
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whilst  I  read  tb^' statements  contained  in  un  offi- 
cial document^    Qn  ike.  4tb  of  December,  1809, 
we  hadin  commission  ti^e  following  force: 
I     3  Tkssels  carrying  44  guns  each/ 
1  Vessel       do.  *     3^'      do.    . 

1  '  do.  ()o<       ^       do. 

2  Vessels^     io. '  '    18   -    do.    - 
2    do*  do.        16        do. 

•2*   do.  .       'do..      14.      do.   '         .' 
•,      ^2    do.       '  do.        X2.     -do. 

1  vessel'     do.     '19    s  do. 

2  bombs  and  22*gunboats, 

flaalcing  yessels  in  pommissi6n  38,  lot  4  of  which 
were  frigates,  the  remaining  34^ere  small  vessels, 
and  of  tnese  22- were  euo boats;  tl^ey  mounted ^a 
total  of'  338  gans..   The  annual  expense  of  this 
force  was.  92,427,758,  or  (7,182  70  per  gun. 
•  Sir,  the  expej^dit urea  for  the  year  1809. ^era 
Bot  the  greatest  in  amooiit;.  those  for  the  year 
.  1800,  were  ^13,448,716.  4  do  oot  wish  to  view  the 
case  in  a  worse  light  thao  positive  faots  will  place 
it.    We  wiU*tlwreftee  pay  at|entkm-to  the  state- 
ments and  e8timat^»  made  fo^  the  correAt  year, 
( 1812.)  la  Ihe  Te|M>rt  of  die  Secretary ,  now  ^o  oor 
tables,. he  contemplates  five  frigates,  carrying  206 
guns ;  three  ships,  52 guns  ^  ,seven  Wigs.  lOOgdns ; 
62  gttafooats,  62  guns  *,  a  total  of  414  guns.    The 
annuaiexpenditureis  computed  at  $2,602,003  90 j 
or  $6,043  per  gun..    Bhcpenses  a^frays'exeeed  the 
estimate^.    lx\  the  ^report)- the. Secretary,  reaeoov 
on  "  the  present  state  of  thiogs  in  Europe,"  and 
calculated  tfaatr<U2  sail  of  seyenty-fours,  ^ad  20 
well-cons trueted  frigates,  ratidg  generally  net  less 
than  38  gups,  with  the  additi5>a  of  our  smaller 
Teasels  no  win  service,^  as  suffioieatto  prcftect  our 
coasting  trade,  as  competent  tp  'annoy  the'  eomr- 
merce  of  an  enemy,  and  to  protect  our  harbors. 
Mr.  Cbairnian,  if  tbe  qyitem  the  Secretary  l\a8 
laid  down,  be  adopted;  we  shall  have  886  gans  oa 
board  the*Jt28eventy''fours',  760  guns  on  b<^rd  the 
20  frigates,  152  gunson^boaM  thd  small  reasele 
now  in  service,  and 62 guns  on  board  the  goaboaits; 
-which  are  included  in  the  statement,    ^hie.  wiii 
make  a  total  of  1,^62  gims  l  the  hnaual  «xpendi*> 
ture  for  which  will  be,  at  the  rate  of  $6,043  per 
gun,  $11,262,066.'  Tha  will  be  the  aaouAl  ix- 
pense.  allowing  the  increase  of  .elpenditurcis  to 
maltiply  only  in  t^e  ratio  of  tbe  increi&eof  icfce  I 
Heeides  this,  sir,  we  most  add  the  ^aorooiis  som 
of  $8,134,000,  the  cost  of  the  bhilding  alid  ^uip^ 
piBg  of  the  8hi])s  in  tbe  first  insian^se.    Hew  many 
more  millions  are  tb  be  added  for  coatingeoeies, 
and  repairs  )    This  is  a  gloomy  prospect.    A  pru* 
dent  conduct  wHl  relieve  us  of  the  pressure.    . 

Sir,  my  filend  fhom'Sodth  Carolina  has  de- 
clared that  2d  seventy-fours,  and  40  frigates,  might 
t»a  built,  equipped,  and  8up]>orted)  tlie  Ir^  year,  at 
an  expense  of  $25,Q0O,t)0O.  Th  is  cateulation  must 
rest  on  conjecture,  as  mahy' others  i»ave  dohe  be- 
fore."*   This  gentlemi^n  has  too  much  respect  for 

*  His  calcalatfons  are  grounded  <^n  the  estioifttes  bf 
ttte  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  1  have  already  observed, 
that  expendftiires  always  exceed  the  estimates.  Expe« 
rience  warrflints  this  assertien,  in*-  every  in8^ace  con* 
oerning  our  N^val  JSstablishmenu 


himself  and  the  House,  to  attempt  anything  liice 
tric^;  id  no  ma^  do  I  confide  more  than  in  him ; 
but  in  this  instance  Jie  certainly  i!nnit  be*mistaken. 

Sir.  we  have  estimated  the  expenditures  of  a 
Naval  Establishment.  How  at'e  they  tO^be  met 
by  this  nati6o?  is  a  question  o^  primary  import- 
ance. Qur  roost  prosperous  year  never  yielded 
a  revenue  of  $17,000,000*  .In  case  of  war,  can  we 
calculate  on  $3,000,000  from  the  usottl  sources? 
Xtoans  and  d irect; taxes  can  alope  aupport'a  Naval 
Establishment.  Xil^e  the  British,  we  should  find 
the  profits  on  our  commerce  insufficient  to  defray 
the  expenditures  necessary,  independent  of  those 
lor. the  civil Jist;  -for  the  intefeston  the  public 
debt,  and  for  the  support  of  the  -Armv.  •  To  me  it 
is  indifferent,  whether  tbe  Nary  will  cost  more 
or  less  than  the  A rmy  has  done.  My  first  inquiry 
relates  to  lis  utility  and  efficiency,  and  then  we 
should  ask,  caii  the  nation  with  propriety  naeet  the 
deinands  neoessary  tq  hiainiain  it?*  Si^bn  this 
subject  I  agree  so  perfectly  with -an  author  of 
considerable  merit.  (Sinclair.)  that  I.wiil  i.mpbse 
0^  the  House  byjreadiisig  a  passage  from  his  book 
on  Revenue-^page  SbS,  he  says : " 

'*  It  is  at  sea,  where  all  the  jnodern  nations  have 
wasted' their  strength.  It  is  on  that  element  that  those 
debtii  have  in  a  great  injea8are'.beea  cantracted,  under 
the  preMQiiB  of  which  they  now  groan.  Had  the  rage 
of  equipping  nameroos  fiee^,  and  bailding  ships  c(f 
greai-  magnitude  and  dtmeneione,  never  existed,  hardly 
any  State. in  Europe  would  haVe  been  af  thia.time  ia 
debt  I  To  that  fatal  ambition  their  pvesent  distressed 
and  mortgagipd  situation  ought  chiefly  tp  be  attributed«f' 

Sir,  L  further  object  to.  a  aavy^  because  the 
force  which  it  is  possible  lor  the  United' States  to 
bring  iato  action;  will  prove*  inadequate  to  com- 
bat that  of  the  enemy— -we  -cannot  contend  with 
Great  Britain  on  the  ocean.  It  is  idle  \o  be  led 
astray  by- misstatements  and' false  pride — we.  have 
no  reason  to  expect  mQr€  from  our  citizena,  than 
what  other  brave  people  have  perfor(ned ;  tbe  bt^t- 
(er  way  wiU  be  to  compare  Our  strength  with  that 
of  .the  enemy.  The  foUowiag  Is  a  statement  of 
the  British  Thivy  in  idly,  1811^  taken  from  Steele's 
list;  at  thi|t  time  thejr  bad  a  total  of  1V042  vessels; 
719  of  which  V^ere  ia  ^eommissioo  >  548  at  aea^ 
261  in  ordinary  and  repaif  ing  for.  service  ;  02  were 
building,  of  these  3Qare  ships-of-the-line',  and  19 
frigates.  At  the  above  period  there  were  stationed 
in  the  Anteriean  seas  111  vessels ;  7  of  which  are' 
ship^-of-the  line ;  2  fifties- or  forty-fours  ;  31  frigr 
ates;  29  sloo{>s ;  25  brigs ;  1  cutter,  add  .16  gun- 
vessels.    This  force  w4s  distributed  ae  follows  :  ' 

At  Halifax  and  Newfouadlancl,  3  shipswof-the^ 
line ;  4  fifty ;  5  frigates  \  H  sloops ;  2  brig^ ;  7 
^un-vessela^t^taf  29. .  S 

West  ladies,  viz :  Leeward  -Islands,  Jamaica, 
and  on  pa«sa^e-:-2  sbips-of-theline;' 1  fifty ;  19 
frigates;  17  sloops;- 20  brigs j  1' cutter;  9  gun* 
vessel^^total  69..       ' 

Sooth  America — 2  ships-ef-the-lin'e ;  7  frigates ; 
1  sloop ;  3  brigs — totaM3. 
'  If  the  abbVe  vessels  are  rated  as  follows,  viz  : 
the  ships  (Sf-ihe-line  at.74  guns;  the;  frigates  at 
32 ;  elpops  at  16 ;  ^rigs,  cutters,  atd -gun-ves$els 
at  £  guns  each,  the  force  stationed  in  the  Ameri- 
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can  sefts  will  mount  a  total  force  of  2,350  guos; 
that  on  ihe  Halifax  ^nd  Newfouodlaod  station 
alooe  wiil  mount  680. goes;  a  force  Id  itself  very 
superior  to  that  of  all  tne  vessels  belonging  to  the 
American  Navy,  independent  ofgQnboat8.v  The 
American  vessels  now.  in  actual  service  are-vd 
frigates,  3  ships,  »nd  7  biigs,  besides  gunboats 
We  have  in  ordinary — 6  frigates,  (two  of  which 
ace  probably  so  rotten,  as  to  be  unwortby  of  re« 
pairs  J  besidesguR  boats.  Our  whole  force  amounts 
to  but  20  ^vessels,  independent  of  gunboats,  anfl 
mounts  a  total  of  524  guosJ 

Sic,  I  fear  the  Brftish  force  in  the  .'Aofte^ican 
seas  is  too  competent  for  our  interest — they  may 
despatch  many  ikiore.  The  statement  of  t1>e  gen* 
tleiqan  from  South  Carolina,  (I  allude  to  his  re- 
ferieooe  to  the  navy  list  for  iSOl  J  was  very  favor- 
able to  his4>urpose^  I  do  pot  attribute  his  using 
it; to  any  sinister  views;  I  know  he  ^yas  no^  in 
possession  of  that  for  the  last  year. 

The  Briiish.statioi|s  a4  Halifax  and  BermCida 
afford  bvery  facility  to  fit  and^epair.  They  from 
thence  can  at  all  times  Watch  our  vessels ;  and, 
sir,  they  will  not  neglect  to  oppose  them  by -a 
double  force.  From  the  view  we  have  iust  taken, 
I'ask  you,  sir,  what  must  be  the  probable  result  of 
hostilities  on  thepcean? 

Sir,  we  shall  find  it  very  difficult  to  mai^a  coi^.- 
siderable  fleet  in  the  United  States ;  seamei^  will 
not  abandOQ  the  merchatits  to  ent^r  on  boaH 
ships  of  war  at  half  the  rfite  of  wages ;  numerous 
privateers  wjU  be  fitted  out  in  all  our  ports,  they 
will  pay  highier  wages  than  the  Qovefnmez^t,  and 
the  best  men  will  be. diverted  from.thejiational 
seryiqe^  Sir,  we  neeiJ  .tbe  b^  s^amea  tb  combat 
those  of  Great  Britain ;  they  have. the  advantage 
of  long  experience  in  the  b^st  regulated  service. 
I  entreat  you,  at  bo  time  despise  youc  enemy,  you 
will  thus  be  the  better  prepared  to  encouoter  him. 
I  cot(]ially  assent  with  my  friend  fVom  South  Ca- 
rolina ia  the  declaration,  that  the  American  tars 
araas  brave  as  those  of  any  other  nation.;  but. 
sir^at  the  saoke  time  -wa  jnust  do  jastice  to*  those 
of  Great  Britain,  cbey  iire  not  to  be  created  with 
conteidpt.  Men  ans  of  more  consequence  than, 
jibips ;  the  navalcombaU  of  Europe  prove,'tbat  a 
small  number  of  xhe  shifte  welf  manned,  wiil  de- 
feat a  greater  namber  when  they,  aire  in  differently 
manned.-  The  contest  beti^een  Great  Britain  on 
tlje  one  part^^and  France  and  Spain  on  tbe  o(}iet 
part,  are  decisive  on  this  head.  Sir,  to  man  our 
ships  we  shoul<r  have  to  resort  to  the  odious  prac- 
tices of  Great  Britain  and  France ;  impressment 
and  naval  cooscrip^on  would  be  the  order  of  the 
day. .  Men  of  observation  aiHl  experience  declare 
these  as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  a  naval  es- 
tablishnvent — press^gangt.  would  distarb  the  peace 
of  your  cities — yclttr  seaports  would  become  the 
constant  theatres  of  riot  and  debauchery.  Sir, 
the  citizens  would  not  yield  to  tl^is  state  of  things; 
personal  liberty  .in  our  country  is  top  highly 
prized  to  suffer  such  violation. 

The  geatiemab  from  South  Carolina  thinios  that 
impressments  are  not  absolutely  aediessary  to  man 
a  navy;  he  doubts  whether  this  method  is  adopted 
in  any  other- country  besides  Great  Britain.    I 


wiil  read  an  official  docament  to  satisfy  him  on 
this  subject;  il  is  &  letter  fronxMr.  RusselL  oar 
Charge  d'Affaires  at  Paris  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
Jiiiy  14,  1811: 

"  Sir,  IJiave  the  honar  to  hand  you,  ker«n,  a  copy  of 
my  note  of  the  18th  inst.,  to  the  Duke  of  BmsouMs 
claiming  the  refease  of  tWenty-^ree  American  seamoi, 
stated  to  have  beenj)re$9ed  intfi  the  French  service  st 
Dantzic  and  its  vicinity.  When  I  called  on  the  Duke 
on  the  0th,  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  this  note, 
and*  said  that  he  should  immediately  write  ts  the  Min- 
ister of  Marine  on  the  subject  -In  the  coftTenation 
which  I  had  with  him  yesterdayi  he  informed  me  that 
he.  had  performed  this  engagement,  and  that  the  Min* 
ister  of  the  Marine  had  replied  that  no  American  dti- 
tens  had  been  pressed  by  his  orders*;  that  the  dfcy  of 
Bantzic  had  been  required  tq  furnish' a  certain  nasfr- 
her  of  geament  and  was  isdone  responsible  for  the  mta- 
iierm  which  it.  had  complied  with  this  requieiiiBB. 
The  Duke  of  Bassano  also  added,  that  my  note  had 
been  laid  before  the  Emperor,  and  that  Hia  M^eitf 
had  ordesed.that  on  the  arrival  of  the  eeamcn  fisa 
D^antxic  at  Antwerp,  where  they  weie  expected  yetta> 
day^  all  that  were  Afnerican  citiaens  ahoold  ht  di»- 
d^arged,  and  the  city  ofDaoiato  should  be  leqeM  ts 
AimislLotheni  in  their  stead.*' 

Sir,  I  further'  object  tQ.a  n^vy,  beeaase  it  will 
be  the  means-qf  exciting  tnaay  wars,  which,  with- 
out the  establishment,  may  be  honorably  aToitied. 
It  is  .said,  nations  are  inroWed  in  war,  in  propoi- 
tioti  to  the  extent  of  their  navies,  and  some  assert 
(fipouj^hamj  that  a  perpetual  war  is  one  of  tke 
two  modes  which  are  neqessaryjc^  support  a  pow- 
erful narBi.establishmen^  Sir,  a  naval  establish- 
ment ^ill.  create  a  new  an 4.  a  dati^erous  iateiest 
in  our  country*.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  be  told,  that. such  are  the  wishes  of  the  naral 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  and  thai  this  or  that  war 
must  be  entered  into«to  gratify  them.  For  my 
part,  sir,  I  shall  be  very -sorry  indeed,  if  ever  tkt 
period  arrives  in-  the  United  States,  when  aoy 
pauicular  intetest<  or  community  sttall  direct  the 
Grovemmeot,  whether  it  be  naval,  aericoltnral, 
manufacturing,  or  commercial — the  geoerai  wei- 
fare.should  be  the  sole  great  ruling  pnncipie  in 
the  National  CauqciIs. 

Sic^  I  am  deterred,  when!  consider  the  fate  of 
all.  those  nations  wl^o  at  diffareat  periods  have 
been  famovts  foe  their  navies*  The  naval  sirengih 
of  the;  Hanaeatic  League  wa^s  such^  two  centuries 
past,  as  jio  excite  terror  on  the  part  of  England. 
These,  sir,  distant  free  cities,  Are  now  the  appen- 
dajj^  of  mighty  France,  and  have  no  poltrical 
existence.  Who  has'  not  heard  of  the  once  for- 
midable fleets  of  Venice  and  Genoa?  At  one 
time  England  was  indebted  to  the  latter  ibr  Qu- 
eers to  command  her  shipfi  of  war — Alasl  these 
Republics  are  now  consigned  to  oblivion.  Den- 
mark was  at  one  time  the  mistress  of  the  ocean; 
by  means  of  h^r  fleets  she  often  invaded  EogLand, 
and  held  her  in  a  stytte  of  suijection.  The  Danes 
heretofore  burned  London,  FAris,  and  other  great 
cities— they  are  now  controlled  bj  France,  and 
they  have  had  their  'Copenhagen  defeat.  Hol- 
land, with  her  Van  Tromps  and  De  Rayters, 
occupied  the  BciUsh  Channel  at  pleasure;  this 
.  Power  defeated  the  navies  of  England  and  Prance. 
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When  is  Holland  now?  Ineorperated  as  a  part 
of  the  French  Bmpive.  Spato  boasted  her  mtio- 
cible  armadas ;  Elizabeth  of  Engiand,  by  Qature 
haodfbty,  proad,  and  ambitioas,  trembled  at  the 
Terjr  mentioQ  qf  theqn,  until  they  were  di9perBed 
and '  destroyed  by  storms  at  sea ;  Spain  is  qow 
the  vassal  of  France.'  .Not  very  long  siace'the 
nayy  of  France 'sailed 'triumphant  along  the  Brit- 
ish coast,  looked  into  Portsmouth  harbor,  and 
taunted  British  spirrt.  I  ask  you,  sir,  where  fs 
the  strength  of  which  these  nations  (brmerly 
boasted  ?  .  Ail  are  inoperative,  and  dread  the  gi- 
gantic fixjikr  of  the'  British  navy — they  are  in 
part  sick  in  dry  docks,  or  are  .blockaded  "in  their 
ports.  '^    *  *    .*     •        ' 

Mr.  Chairman;  Great  Britain,  though  at  this 
time  triumphant  in  every  sea,  if  she  persists  in 
her  expenaive  naval  eatablishoieDt,  with  her  pres- 
ent debt  of  ie800,000,O0a  whiiph  was  chiefly  created 
for  her  navy — Great  Britain,  sir^  I  sayj  with  all 
this.'  must  sink  under  the  heavy  pressure.  She 
will  bereafier  derive  rery  little  satisfaotion  from 
her  brilliant  ^victories  on  fhe  1st  of -^une  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  Camperdown,- Aboukir,  and  Tra- 
falgar. •  •        / 

Shall  I  be  pardoned,  sir,  when  t-fear  our.  ves- 
sels will  only  tend  to  6weU.the  present  catalo^e 
of  the  British  navy  ?  Of  t6e  1,042  vessels  which 
she  possessed  in  July,  1811.  one  hundred  and^ine 
were  captured  from  the  French^  forcy-six  from 
the  Daoes^tw^oty-fivefcom  the 'Spaniards,  twenty-^ 
four  from  the  Dutch, apd  t(ir^e'from  the  Italians^ 
making  a  total  of  two  hundued  and  seven  cap 
tured  ships,  or  one-fifth>of  her  whoU  navy. 

Small  ships  are  proper  for  the  service  of 'the 
United  Srate9-^by  their  ag^ncJF  we  shall  be  able 
to  annoy  the  convoys  of  an  enemy.  The  priva^ 
teers  whicfi  were  fitted  out  in  every  port  during 


British  commerce,  even  in  the  British  and  Itish 
channels,  whilst  the  frigates  wj^ich  were  built  by 
the  Goveroibeni,  did  Ifttle  or  nothiog-^but  two 
of  tfaem  remained  at  the  conclusion  of  the  con- 
test. The  enemy'  Wifl  not  watch  your  small' ves- 
Fels  ;  they  may  enter  all  your  small  inlets,  where 
heary  vessels  cannot  venture  to  approach  them; 


and,  at  the  cqnolusion  of  the  war,  they  mav  be    Establishment.    The  eztensiop  ofthe  Navy  was 


sold  for  the  merchant  service;    I  shall  not  follow 

the  gentl^maA  in  his  remarlb  on  tlie  bill  before 

the  Committee )  I  shall  vote  against  it,  thongh  it 

is  my  present  intention  toi  appropriate  the  sums 

requisite  for  the  repairing  and  equipping  our  /  atrably'olear 

present  ships  of  war.    1  will  go  no  further.   I  tell  | '  tined  to  be  a 

you.  sir,  -daval  victories^  in  the  end  would  prove 

fatal  to  the  United  States;  the consequenee^  which 

have  uniformly  followed  in  other  countries  must 

take  place  here.    If  the  United  States  shall  deter- 

mlDe  to  augment  their  navy,  so  as  to  rival  those  of 

Burope,  the> public  debt  will  become  permanent; 

iirect  taxes  will  be'  perpetual ;  the  pauper?  of  ^he 

sotintry  will  be  increased ;.  the  nation  will  be 

bankrupt;  and^  I  fear,  the  tragedy  will  6tid  in  a 

*evolation. 

Mr.  McKbb  rose,  with  deference,  to  perform  a 
luty  which  he  owed  to  hi^  eonalituents,by  de^v- 
trio^  his  sentiments  on  the  very  important  sub- 
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i'eti  before  the  Committee,  though  he  confessed 
lims^f  very  inadequate  to  do  justice  to  it.  Qe 
deemed  the  question  of  great  magnitude ;  as  he 
feared,  If  we  were  to  proeeed  to  build  up  a  large 
Naval  Establishment,  it  would  affect  the  destinies 
of  this  nation  to  the  latest  posterity. . 

The  gentlemah  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Casvts)  has  said,  that  it  b  time  to  go  into  the 
establishment  of  a  permanent  Navy,  because  the 
vessels  already  on  hand  would  be  liable. to  decay. 
If  it  should  be  the  will  of  Congress,  said  Mr.McK.. 
to  go  intt>  the  business  of  buiidioff  a  Navy,  it  will  . 
ba  necessary  to  entei^upon  it  with  all  possible  en- 
ergy. Therefore,  if  any  attempt  should  he  made 
to  lessen  our  present  forcei  he  should  be  opposed 
to  it.  But  he  wat  decidedly  .Opposed^  and  forever 
should  he  oppbsed,  to  the  application  of  a  cent  to 
repair  thosa  old  hulks  pf  'jewels  which  are  fit  only 
for  fuel.  '-      '     N 

Th^  geiitleman  from  South  Carolina  has* said, 
that  he  h^s  great -prejudices  to  encounter.    Mr. 
MoK.  would  have  thought  that  the  deliberate  opin- 1 
ion  of  a  majority  qf  Congress,  ei^pressed  iipon  mora^ 
than- one  occasion,  was  entitled  to  a  more  respect-  ' 
ful  term  Ihafn  prefudiceB.    Those- decisions  6ro- 
ceeoed  fron^  the  honest  conTietibns  of  some  or  the 
best  friends  of  the  country.     Mr.  Mc^K.  would 
refrain  from  noticing  the  reasoning  of  theconi- 
mittea  in*  their  report  on  this  fsubject.    Thev  /say. 
^  The  important  engine  of  national  strength  ana 
^  national  security  which  'i»  formed  by  a  naval 
'  force  iias  hitherto,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit-- 
'  tee,i)een-  treated  with  a  neglect  highly  impolific,. 
I  or-  supporiea  by  a  spirit'so  languid,  as,  while  it 

*  has'Presarved  the  existence  of  the  Sstablishdient, 
'  has  had  the  efi'ect  of  losing  it  with  the  impu- 

*  tatioDs  of  wasteful  .expense  And  comparative 

*  inefficienty." 


our  Revolutionary  .war,  destroyed  much  of  the    '  Mr.' McEl.  asked  wihather  tha  ingenuity  of  inaii 
«  ...  L  ___  •_  .!._  ri_-.._i-  ^_j  ».-:_i.    g^^jji  g^^  lapguage -which  could  east  a  more 

severe  censure  upon  the.  late  Administration,  than 
is  contained  in  these  strictures  of  the  committee. 
It  is  well  known,  that  our  Treasur)^  wa3  in  flour- 
ishing circd instances  dniing  the  late  Administra- 
tion, and  yet  u6  reobmmendadon  Was  made  by 
the  Executive  in  favor  of  increasing  out  Naval 


no(  thought,  of  till  the  year  1812;  but  now  we 
are  told,  vhat,  to.  neglect  the  commencement  of  a 
permanent  naval  system,  "  impolitic  under  any 
^clnxnmstancesi'ls  the  more  so,  when^  it  is  demon* 
that  this  nhtion  is  inevitably  das- 
Naval  Power.** 
Mr.  McK.  denied  i^'is  doctrine,  that  ^'  it  is  de- 
*  monstrably  clear  that  this  nation  is  inevitablv 
^  destined  to  be  a  Naval  Power ;"  ai^d  he  believed, 
that,  if  the  attempt  were  made  to  make  it  such, 
it  would  prove  the  destruction  of  our  happy  Con- 
stitution. He  woulcT  proceed  to  show  on  what 
ground  he  supported  the<Opinion  that  the  mainte- 
naiice  of  a  permanent  Naval  Establishment  would 
prove  ruinous  to  this  t^ogntry.  For  this  purpose, 
he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  submittiog 
some  calculations  to  the  House ;  for,  though  he 
bad  heard  a  course  of  this  kind  condemned,  as  fit 
only  for  the  counting-hoase  of  the  merchant,  he 
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coDsidered  it  as  tlie.  most  condbeive  to  cfbrrect 
legislartioD.  '  It.is  certainly  a  matter  of  just^aicu-. 
lation;  when,  we  are  calted  upon  to  ^tablish  a 
perinaneDt  Navy^to  show  tt)at  such  an  institution 
would  cost  note  than  anf  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it  would  cotiipeosate.  ^ 

'  HaviDS^  said  tl^is  much  in  favor  of  this  mode 
of  counting  tJie  cast^  he  hoped,  if  he  should  make 
Boy  incorrect  statement,  that  it  would  be  rectified 
by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with  the  subiect 
than  he  preteuded  to  be.  ^td  though  his  calcu- 
lations mi]^ht  in -some  iitstang^s  be  thought  at 
g resent* too  higb^  he  wool^^venture  to  say,  thAt 
ejreafter  they  W4>uld  be  fooi^d'fo  V^  und^r  th^ 
trutli: 

'   For'^Ac year  1812.         .        .J 
The  ordinary  ei^p^nses,  indoding  the  prea- 
ent  Army  and  Nsr^,* agreeably  to  9ec-  '    v 

retary  of  the  Treasury's  "report,  will  be  -  $9,400,000 
Ezpetise  of  the  liew  .i^nny  of  80,000  men,^ 

and  50,000  ToIuBteera^aUowing  80^00        . 
,     only  to  be  called  into -service-— exdufliTe    ^  • 
Of  bounties,,  estimated' at  one  million  ibr 
eveiy  3,000  men  -      "-        -        -     ^  -  10,0QP,000 
Bounty  and'allow^ce  of  $2  a  man  for  re- 
cruiting, say  30,000,  exclusive  of  the  land 
bounty         >-        -  "     -        -      .  -  -     -'     '  640,01)0 
Repairing  the  old  sl^ips,  and  iialf  years'  sar-    - 
vice,  as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nirvy  .        -        -        .,-:.-        714,981 
building  the  new  frigates,  this  yearts  appro-  "  ^ 

priation        -        -  *      -        - '      -     ,  -     1,000,000 
Appropriation  for  munitions  of  war  -  '     -    1,^00,000 
Expense  of  fortifications,  *(as  per  npdii,)  '.     i        ; 
purchasing  of  tim'ber,  docks,,  and  a  new 
navy  yard    -        -        -   s    -  -  '  -        -  .  2,000,000 
The  Navy,  including  the  vessels  proposdi 
to  be  repaired, ,  which  eos^  erigkiaUy 
$$S,285,000--<)ne-twelflh   part  of  which' 
'sum  win  foe  required  aivmaJly  foi'sub** 
stantial  repairs     -      ^        -'•..'-       100,410 


,SJ^,345,3»7 
From  which  amouht,  deduct  this  year's  rev-  • 
enue,  as  estimated  by ^  the  Secretary  of  ^ 

the  Xreasury'       -        -        -        -        •    8,200,000 


17,146,397 
Remaining  in  the  Tfeasiiry,  $8,946,418 ; ' " 
of  which,  $2,947,818  may  be  appKed  to- 
wards the  above.  de&Biency  -        -       -    2^94'/,818 


Balance  to  be  provided  ibr  by  loans      $  14, 1 97,579 


Mr.McREE  supposed  diat  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government  .for  xhe  year  1813  would  be 
the  satpe  as  in  1^12.  He  would,  therefore,  make 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  disbursements  fbr 
that  year.     '  .  .    ^ 

,  For  the  year  1813, 
Current  expenses     #      .- .      -        ^        $19,400,000 
Annual  expense  of  the  new  Navy,  indud-         . 

ing  the  repaired  fng8.tes  -  -  :  1,549,962 
One-twetilh  of  the  cost  of  the'  Navy  for 

repairs  -  -  -  .  , ;  .  .  3^7pO$3 
For  finishing  new  frigates,  and  supplying 

d^ciencies  oi^  this  head       ...    1,000,000 


Appropriation  for  the  twelve .aeventy-fonrs, 
j^ay  one^half'the^uih  necessary  to  bniM 
tl^em) -        -         -     1.998,000 

Int^ren  on  ^e^new  debt  of  14  miUiona    -       840,000 

.  •    .  26,l45/)45 

From  which  deduct  the.  annual  receipts,  al- 
lowing them  to  be  equal  to  thiweof  181S     8,200,000 

16^945,045 
Allow  for  taxes  and  excess  of  calculation  -    2,945,045 


•  Balance  to  be  supplied  by  loans  -        $14v000;,O0O 

•        •    Tor  ^/le.year  1814. 

Admitting '^e  Army,  to  be  reduced  to  20,- 

000  men,  the  current  expensed  will  be    $16j046J6M 

Annual  expense  of  the  new  fidgates,  iacln- 
ding  Repairs  -        -        -      '-   •     -         -     1,907,0(5 

Annual  eoipeiise  of  six  seventy *fours,  inclu- 
ding repairs '-        -^        .        -        -         -     1,436,94 

Appropriation  for  finidiing^  the  other  ox 
seventy-fours  •  .  -        -        -       '-         -     1,99S^00D 

^terest  on  the  new  bbt  of  38  millioiM    -    1,08O/)OO 


23,066,915 
From  which  deduct  the  .tfnnuhl  revenixe    -     8^2QOJ500 


depose  taxes,  dM,,  to  pay  •    -     '  . 
Balance  to  he  snppUed  by  loans 


14*8674)15 
687^15 

'^t4,Q0%jm 


For  «Ae  year  l6l5- 
Gurrent  expeMses,  same'  as  1814,  Aipa  j  m- 

-cluded  -        -      .  -'       -         -  916,966<6» 

Annual  expense  of  £ri#ates,  iaplodine^  re* 

pairs  -  .  --,  .  -  .  .  1^74H5 
Annual  expense  of  twelve  eeventy-fiou^  -  2^873^40^ 
Interest  on  tl^e  new  debt  •        r   •     '         -    2,fiS0,60& 


'  Deduct  the  revenife  - 


23,366,119 


Balance  to  be  supplied  by  loank  -  fJ5.i66^I19 

,      Ihrthe  yeaar  IBIS. 

Current -expenses,  aame  as  last  year  -s  ^16/)6S;666 

^ew  .Navy,  annual  expenses    -         -  .    4,7T9«453 

Interest  on  the  new. debt  *  ,     <•.        -\  .    3y36O,0W 


Deduct'the  revenue     *    -     *  - 
Balance  to  be  provided  for 


24,20€;n) 

-    6;soo,oei 

916,006,119 


.  For  the  year  1817. 
The  permanent  burdens  of  this  year,  wfa«n 
th^  Army  may^  and  perhaps  will  be,  dis- 
banded, will  I 


Current  expenses,  same  as  in*  1812,  wich«- 

out  the  addiuboal  Army       ...  ^,409jOOC 
Additional  fox:  new  Navy  •        -    '    ,-  .     4,779,4d3 

Intercast  on  70  millions  new  debt,  at  Spez  lot.     4,200^ 


Total  expenses  - 


$18,3i9,45.i 


There  isj  said  Mr.  AlcKsn,  this  strikiog  difer- 
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ence  betweea  a  Military  add  a  Naval  Establiiih- 
meot:  whea  yoa^  Army  has*efiected  the.  purpose 
for  which  it  was  raised,  you  can  disband  it;  and 
themen  who  Composed  it  will  return  hoine  to  iheir 
famidesj  and  become  useful  members  of  society. 
Not  sd  with  Tespect  to' your  Navy;  You  will 
ha^e  to  be  i>urdened  with  the  expejise  of  that  £«- 
tablishmeat  inr  peace  «s  wMl  as  in  war. ' 

Having  siiAwn,  in  a  manner  at-leaftt  satisfac^ 
tory  to  him$elf\  that  the  expenseir  of  the  'Govero- 
ment  in  the  ytor  1817  wilt  be  upwards  of  eigh- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  he  would  endeavor 'to  sho^ 
what  would  beT  the  exi%n8e|  provided  Congress 
were  to  adopt  the  cour'se  recommended  by  the 
gentleman  from  SoiUh  Carolina,  of  buUdfog  25 
8eventy*fbur  gua  ships  and  40  frigates:''  . 

Twenty-five  seventy-fonn  and  ii^rty  frigates 
would  cost,  in  baUding*        -        -  '    '$15,166,000 


Afii^aal  expwdse  of  S^  s^venty-fdofs  .<« .  -  5,394,000' 
AoiiQah  expend  of  40  fUgates  •  ^  «  -  4,2^000 
One-twelfth  part  of  original  expenses  fyt   ' 

repaute  -  -  -  i  .->  -  ^263,750 
Annual  exptsndiiars,  same,  as  this  year  •  9,400,4KM) 
Interest  on  eighty  nuUions  of  new  debt     -.  4,800,000 


Total  expenses  -  ^ 


$24,968,350' 


This  course  would. prodooe  a  new  public  debt 
of  $80,000,000,  and  4m  annual  expenditure  of 
025,000,000.  He  left  niembers  to  determine  wh^e 
4his  moqey  was  io  b»  procured,  and  'in  what  manr 
ner  the  annual  expenditure  could  be  provided. 

Mr.  McK.  said,  he  would  now  take  some  notice' 
of  the  resources  of  this  country  in  relation  to  rev- 
enue; and  he  could  say,  that,  on  this  subje<;t,  he 
had  prejudice  tp  m«ot    He  said, /nne/ttdices,  be-' 
cause  be  had  heard  a  gentleman  in  this  House, 
speaking  of  our  f  esource*— «lludingto  public  lands 
•*— declat-e-this  sdiirce  of  rerenue  as  worth  to  the 
tTnited  Stat^  ten  .hundred  roilUons  of  dollars. ! 
This  dedaratioii  he, considered  as  extravagant  as 
if  each  of  oux.ganboats  was  declared  to  tie  equal 
to  a  74-gua«hip;  and  that,  therefor^,  we  had  a 
fleet  of  180  sail*of-the^Une.   Since  th^  public  lands 
had  beep  offered  for  sal^f,  the  rcTceipts  ipto  the 
Treasury  frx>m  that  souToe  had  not  averaged  mote. 
than  9600,000  |>er  annum,  at  a  time  when  the  best 
lands  too  wer^  in  the  markeu    The  public  lands 
may,  therefore,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  be  esti- 
mated at  $10,000,000.    But,  gentlemen  say,  t^ere 
are  300,000,000  of  acres  of  public  laadvaud  e«feh 
acre  worth.$2— ma  king  $600,000,000.1  ^But  they 
aeem  not  to  recollect  that  one-third  of  this  laad  is 
barren  heathy  that  wilt  never  sell.for  a  6eat ;  and 
that  it  will  require  100  years,  pt^thaps,  to  sell  the 
balance.     And  $10,(]00^000  latd  out  at  Interest, 
addin^the  interest  to  the-principai  yearly,  or  even 
it  the  end  of  the  tinXe  required  for  the  interest. to 
Mjual  the  principal,  would  exceed  anv  sum  for 
Bvhich  the  public  lands  will  ever  be  sola.    Calcu- 
atioDs  with  regard  to.  direct  taxes  were  equally 
allacieus.    It  is  said  that  the.  people  of  this  coun- 
ry  are  wealthy,  aqd  able  to  pay  large  taxe^    U 
s  true,  that  th^e  is  great  wealth  ia  the  bauds  of 
he  people  of  this  country — ^perhaps  the  people  of 


no  country  possess  greater  wealth — and  hence  the 
inference  is  drawn  that  thby  at-e  able  to  pay  heavy 
taxes.  But,  when  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  examined  in  relation  to  this  subject,  we 
find  that  direct  taxes  must  be  laid  in  proportion 
to  population.  Id  considering,  therefore,  what  sUm 
you  may  levv,  you  cannot  exceed  the  sum  which 
It  is  within  the  power  of  the  poorest  State  to  pay. 
.Tho'fttate  of  On  io,' perhaps,  is'one  of  the  poorest 
States  in  the  ^nioo.  This  results  from  theTe- 
cent  date  of  her  settlemeots.  The  people  who 
emigrate  to  that  State  seule  down  ia  the  forest, 
and  their  capital  is  expended,  first,  iU'the  purchase 
of  the  land.  Tfo'ra^part  of' which  many  of  them 
ar^stilLin  oebtQ  and.  secondly,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  lands)  wjjich  has  extended  generally 
no  further  than  to  yield,  to  thtf  inhabitants  the 
'  mean^  of  oomfiortabie  subsistence-cleaving  noth- 
ing, or  but  Jittl^)  for  expottalton.  Their  means 
of  paying  tax6s  are,  therefore,  limited.'  A  tax  of 
$100,000  on  the  State  of  Ohio  would  be  a  griev- 
ous tax ;  ^boQgh  to  Connecticut,  Maryland,  or 
South  Carolina,  it  would  be  inconsiderable,  and 
not  felt  at  all ;  because  the  lands  in  these  States 
are  mostly  in-a  hi^h  state  of  improvement,  and 
tl>e  inhabitants  enjoy/ the  advantages  of  a  pro- 
ductive capital',. acepmulated  by  the  industry  of 
past  ages.  One  county  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
could  pay  as  nanch  tax,  without  embarrassment, 
as  the  whole  State  of  Ohio.  But  you  are  unable 
to  lay  your  hands  on  this  wealth  while  your  Con- 
stitution remains  ui)changed,  and  consequently 
yop  cannot  levy  large  taxes. 

if  you  proceed  in  the  .course  now  proposed,  and 
incur  an  aniiual  expenditure  of  $18,000,000,  how 
are  ypu  to  raise  the  money  ?  Suppose  your  rev- 
enue arising  from  commerce  should  again  reach 
$14,000,000  per  i^inum— which  will  not  be  the 
case,  in  time  of  ^yar,  ai^  it  is  scarcely  tt>  he  ex- 
pected on  the  recurrence  of  a  ieneral  peace-^a  bal- 
ance of  more  than  $4,000,000  will  remain  unpro- 
vided for,  Which  tnust  be  supplied  by  taxes.  The 
taxes  of  IQOO:  (the  most  productive  year)  only 
brought  into  the  Treasury  about  $1,500,000  j  and 
;eTen  th^ese  taxes  were  thought  grievousi  And  the 
system  now  proposed  will  render  a  permanent  tax 
of  more  than  $4,000,000  necessary  to  meet  the 
currentiexpenses  of  Govern  met>t.  And  when  your 
political  boi'ixon  shdl  again  be  overspread  with 
difficulties  and  dangers,  your  debt  will  grow  apace, 
and^ydur  annual  expenditure  in  the  sameQcopoi- 
tion,  and  eventually  you  will  be  cursed  with  the 
same  miserable  state  of  political  existence  under 
which  the  devoted  people  of  Englaqd  now  groan* 
But,  if  the  Navy  project  be  now  abandoned,  the 
nation  will  not  incur,  in  the  proposed  contest,  a 
new  debt  of  more  lhaa$55,000,000,  and  the  annual 
expenditure  Will  not  much  exceed  $12,000,000 
per  antrum.  In  order  to  substantiate  this  fact,  he 
would  submit  a  statetnent,  predicated  on  the  same 
facts  >  en  which  his  preceding  statement  was 
founded,  omitting  rhe  items  of  naval  expenditure, 
Whioh  is  as-  follows,  ho  wit : 

For  the  year  1812. 
Current  expenses,  ss*  eftimated  by  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasuiyr  m  hii  annual  report  $9,400,00$ 
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Expenses  of  90,000  men,  in  actual  serrieey 
Including  $540,000  for  the  recruiting 


aervice 


10,<^40,00d 


Munitions  of  war  already  voted,  $1,600,000, 

and  $1,000,000  for  fbrti:ficaiions,  reguir-    ,  ^ 

ed  by  the  report  of  th^  Secretary  of  War    2,500,000 


From  'which  deduct  fhe  teTenue,  supposed 


2^,440,000 


to  amount  to 


-  '8,200,000 


$14,240,000 
This  sum  may  be  credited  by  $2,941,81^ 
— themon^y  in  the  Treasury— leaving  » 
balance  of  $1,00(KOOO  in  the  Ti»9»arj  •    2,947,8^8 


Balance  tct  be  bonowed 


$11,292,182 


Fgr  the  year  IS13^ 
Curreiit  expenses,  iaduding  the  Army  of 

80,000  men-        -        -        -        -        $19,400,000 
Interest  ofthe  new  debt  of  $li;i92,182   -       67r,5d0 


'                .  •    20,077,680 
From'  which  d^uct  the  revepue,  supposed  i 

to  be 8,200,000 


fialance  to  be  borrowed    - 


$11,877,680 


For  the  year  1814.    .      '. 

Cnrrtot  expenses,  including  an  Army  of. 
20,000  meih  allowing  that  such  reduc- 
tion may  then  take  place      •»        -         $16,945,045 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  $28,169,711  -     1,390|182 


From  which  d^uct'the  revenue)  supposed- 
to  be-        -^ 


18,836,227 
8,200,000 


Balance  to  be'borrowed 


$10,135,227 


For  the  y^r  1815. 
Current  expenses,inchiding  the  Army,  the  . 

same  as  for  the  year  1814      -        -  :      $t6t<M5,'045 
Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  $33^4,938  -     1,998,296- 


From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  supposed., 
tobe 


18,943,841 
8^20(1^000 


toance  to  be  borrowed  v 


$10,743,341 


For  the  year  l^ieJ  '   - 

Cimeiit  expenses,  the  same  as  for. the  year 
.  1815   -        -        -        .        .        .         $16«945,045 
Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  $44,047,279  -    ^642,847 


ftom  which  deduct  the  f^enue,  supposed 
tobe   -       -       ....        .        . 


19,587,292 
8,1200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$11,387,892 


/'or  the  year  I6l7.  ^ 
The  permanent  burdens  for  this  year,  when 
fhm  Army  will  probably  "be  disband^, 
vriHbe— 


Current  expenses,*tbe  same  as  for  1913    -  $9,4M,QQ0 
Interest  on  $55,486,1 7 l-i^eay  $56,000,000 
^of  new  debt      -        -        -        •        -    3,300/MM) 


TotU 


'  ^18,700,000 


If,  said  Mr.  McEbb,  our  coAiaieroe  in  the  year 
1817  ehould  resmne  its  former  actiFtty,  we  shaU 
not  only  be  able'  ta  meet  the  carreQ(  expenses  of 
the  y^r,  but  to  appropriate  portions  of  the  rere- 
Due  to  the  discharge  of  the  paUic  debt;  so  that, 
in  ten  yearsof  peftceand  prosperity,  oar  debt  wiii 
be  nearly -paid  ofiT,  and  we  should  oe  ia  a  eondi- 
tioo  to  commenee  a  nev  war,  if  the  piibfie  good 
required  it.  • 

Mr.[McK'.  had  said.thb  nation  was  not  destined. 
under  the  present  Gonstitiftton,  to  be  a  great  Naw 
Power;  and  he  maiptaiaed  that  .the  statemeati 
which  he  had  exhibi^d — and  which  he  beliered, 
for  the  purposes  of  argument,  would  be  foood 
substantially  correct,  when  tested  by  experiene^- 
weot  conciusively  to  show  that  the  expends  of 
the  Naval  Bstal^Iishmentof  ten  fri^tesaod  ivefre 
sevenly-four  gun  ships,  no#  proposed  to  bebailt,. 
could  not  be  supported  withodt  permaneot  iatcr^ 
nal  taxes,  and  a  constant  increase  of  the  psUie 
jjlebt  and  annual  ezpebditur^  And  if  ihe  system 
wa^  gone  into,  to  tfte  e^Ltent  t: on tem plated  by  the 
gentlenOia  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Chbtcs.) 
of  buildiDg  forty  frigates  and  twegty -fiTe  sereacy* 
four  gun  ships,  which  he  admitted  w^oiiid  be  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  the  Naval  Elstabllshmeat  from 
.Comparative  inefficiency,  the  annual  expeosn  of 
the  Govern  meat  wit(r  such  a'  system  (as  alreidy 
shown)  would  be  mo^e  than  $25,000,000,  which 
would  rapidly  ipcrefise  tbe  public  burdens,  aad 
entail  on  this  country  thai  fatal*  system  which  has 
almost  ruined  the  British  empire. 

The  gentle;nan  from  Sooth  Cairoliita  (BIr. 
Cbbves)  takes  iifor  granted  that  our  commcfee 
can  be  effeCtuiiliy  protected.  b)r  a- navy  ;  and,  as- 
suming this  hctj  be  proceeds  to  8})ow  that  every 
portion  of  tbe  Ameriean  people  are  eqoaiiy  inter- 
ested in  the  building  a  navy^  because  all  are  more 
or  le$s  interested  in  protectitigoonimeiee. 

But,  the  fact  i»,  that  naties  have  aever  been 
cohsidlered  as  adequate  to  tfa%  complete  pratcetioa 
of  commerce.  Look,  said,  he,  at  the  sicnatioa  of 
tbe  Old  World,  in  rimes,. to  theta,  more  prosper- 
ous than  the  present !  What  is  ^e  fttctf  Hol- 
land, with  atfiipst'no  navy,  possessed  an  exteosiTe 
and  profitable  commeree ;  and  Spain,  aboat  tht 
skme  period,,  with  a  large  and  powerful  fieei;  had 
noeommerce.  *  '  , 

But  tbe  situation  of  Butfbpe  is,  in  all  respects, 
different  from  burs,.  The  Gov^nments  of  Borooe 
are  surrounded  by  rivkl  Pqwers,  who  are  mostly 
engage'd  in  war  with  e(|ch  other,  while  we  are 
happily  far  removed  from  tbeip  ail,  aud  have  bo 
neighbors  to  annoy  us.  Therefore^  argumeou 
drawn  ftom  the  Old  World  are  wholly  inapplica- 
ble to  this  country,  because  their  situation  aad 
form  of  Government  are- altogether  junlike  oois. 
And  when  we  turn  our  eyes  from  foreign  Gov- 
emtnents  to  our  0W4i,  we  and  that  no  people  since 
Jidam  were  ever  more  pi«s^otts  or  more  happy 
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than  the  American  people  have  heen'  fbr  th^  eight 
or  ten  yeai;?  previous  t6  the  year  1808.    Priyate 
fortunes  have  been  accnmalaced  with'ttnequfilled 
ease  and  rapidity;  ri)mmeree  has  prospered  beyond 
example  \  agriculture  has  flourished ;  and  the  rev- 
enue abundant,  heyond  the  wants  ef  the  G6vern-> 
ment.    And  did  this  state  of  prosperfty  exist  at  a 
time  when  your  con^merce  was  protected  by  ves- 
sels of  war  ?    No )  but  at  a  lime  whe^  your  Navy 
was  out  of  use ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  your  naval  expenditure,  in  the^ame  proportiod 
has  your  commerce  decreased/   The  protection 
of  commerce  is  the  only  ostensible  object  foni^hich 
navies  are  created,  tvhile  power  and  conquest  are' 
the  main  'Qbj£||Cts.    Show  me,  said  Mr.  McE.,  ti 
nation  posee&sed  of  a  Urge  na^i  and  I  will  show, 
you  a  nation. iLfways  at  war.    When  has  England 
beeta  at  p^a^e  with  all  the  world,  since  she  be- 
came a  great  navaf  Power?    Such  instances  in 
British  history  Were  so*  rare,  and  of  such  short 
duration,  (if  they  existed  at  all,)  that  h.e  could  not 
answer  the  question;  and  he  believed  it  woqld  be 
difficult  Ipr  the  ingenuity 'qf  the  ge'htleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  C^eve^)  to  answer  it.    It  is 
true,  that  England,  ihe  greatest  navarPower  in 
the  world,  is  also  the  most  commercial ;  -and  it 
^  was  dot  to  be  doubted  that  her  comme/ce  received 
aid   from  her  navy,  though  it  owed  its  extetit 
prineip.alljr'to  the  inadstry  and  consequent  wealth 
of  tbe  nation.  'But,  England  has  other  and  f^tr 
more  important  objects  (o  effect  by  her  navy  than 
chat  of  protecting  commerce.    Her  jnsular  siuia- 
ttou  renders  it  necessary  for  her.prptection/and 
she  keeps  it  up  for  the  purposes  of  war  and  domio* 
ion.   England  would  destroy  her  navv  to-morrow, 
if  the  protection  of  commerce  was.  her  only  ob- 
ject ;  because  it  cannot  be  denied  that.the  expense 
of  keeping  up  her  navy  exceeds  the  profit^  of  that 
commerce  which  it  is  said  .to  protect.    Navies, 
therefore,' must  be  considered  as  instruments  of 
power,  rathef  than  as  the  mettns  of  protecting  com- 
merce.   Thev  are  the  vile  ofisprlog  of  those  na- 
tions where  the  power  and  grandeur  of  th^  Gov- 
ernmeiit  is  e very thing,«nd 'the  pecfpleare  nothing 
bat  slaves! 

Mr.  McE.  having  stated  that  a  mivy  was  an 
instrument  of  power,  rather  than  a  means  of  pro- 
tecting commerce,  JD  order  to  show  that  this  opin- 
ion was  not  a  mere  vagary  of  ^bis  own  imagma- 
tioD,  but  the  deliberate  opinion  of  some  of  the 
^wisest  men  of  this  country,  most  solemnly'  pro- 
nounced, he  would  be£^  leave  to  read  a  document^ 
which  he  hoped  would  have  w\eight  with  some 
g^entlemen  of<he  Committee,  h  is  taken  from,  the 
celebrated  instructions  of  the  Virginia  Legida- 
ture,  of  1801,  to  th^ir  Senator^  in  Congress,  and 
is  said  to  have  come  from  the  pen  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States;  and  iie 
l>elieved  he  could  venture  to.say,  that  no  Legis- 
lature ever  possessed  more  caleints  than  weredr^wn 
together  into  the  Virginia  Assembly  on  that  oc- 
casion. After  having  noticed  other  subjects,  in 
speaking  of  the  Navy,,  they  say : ' 

«*  With  respect  to  the  Navy,  it  may  be  pwper  to 
Temind  youj  thst,  whatever  may  be  the  propoted  object 
•of  its  ettaUiahment,  or  whatever  may  be  the  pnoapact. 


of  temporary  advantages  reanltmg  therefrom,  it  is  dem* 
ofnatrated  by  the  experience  of  aJi  netions  who  have 
ventttred  fu  into  naval  poIicy,«that  sneh  prospect*  is 
.nltimately  delasive ;  aAd  $hat  a  navy  has  ever,  in  prao* 
tiee^  been  known  mora  as  an  instnunent  of  power,  a 
source  of  expanse,  and  an  ^occsision  of  coiUsioi^s  and 
wars  with  other  Dations^  than  ps  an  instnimeat  of  .de» 
^noa,  of eoonomy,  or  of  piotciotion  to  commerce.  Nor 
is  there  any  nation,  ih  the  Judgment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  whose  circalnstanoes  this  remark  is  more 
applicable  than  to  the  United  States." 

These  opinions  may  nov.Jiow^ver,  he  consid- 
ereilas  pld-fashtoned ;  but  being  himself  an  old- 
fashioned^man,  hie  CQufessed'hei  was  more  pleased 
with  them  than  with  the  new  political  doctrines 
preached  by^the  gentlemafn  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  C^BVEs)  to  the  House  and  the  nation.  It 
might,  howprer,  possibly  be  the  fact,  that  he  (Mr. 
McK.)  was  wrong,  and*  only  indulged  ancient 
vrefudicef^tifid  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina right;  and  if  stfch  were  the  case,  he  coulj^ 
only  s^,  in  his  own  defence,  that,  under  theinflu* 
enceoi  tht>se  oki  doctrines,  the  American  people 
had  enjoved  a  state  of  prosperity  and  happiness 
mnpacalleled  in  the  \istorv  of  man-na  state  of 
prosperity  which  fi^e  feared  he  would  never  see 
equalled;  He  looked  back  oq  those  dars  of  happf 
prosperity  with  the  same  feelings  of  mournful 
regret  with  which  he  looked  bacl  to  the  days  of 
his  youth,  fearing  .that  they,  like  the.day&of  hia 
voathf  would'never  again  return— •especially  if  the 
Navy  mania  should  prevail*    .  -       ^ 

'  Another  gre^t  objection  to  a  navy  with  MrT 
McK.  was,  tliat  a  great  proportion  of  4he  expense 
would  fall  on  the  agrJcuitural  class  of  th^  people^ 
and  the  advantages  (if  any)  toi>^  derive!}  front 
the  protection  afforded  by  it  to  commerce,  would 
be  derived  by  the  mercantile  class.  The  State  of 
Ohio,  for'inaunoe,  will  nay  within  9iie-tbird  aa 
much  uz  as  the  Stat^of  Matylai^d  or  South  Car- 
olina, and  nearly  as  maci^  as  Connecticut,  with 
less,  than  ooe^teb^  of  the  eoEftmerce  to  receive 
pn>tection«^  Is  it,  ther^ore,  rea$onable  or  just  to 
ux  that  portion  of  the  people  in  order  to  create 
and  support  a  Jiavy  for  the'  protection  of  eoja* 
merce,  when:  they  l^ave.none,  or  btrt  little,  to  pro- 
tect ?  But,  it  is  also  true,  that  .the  ayrioulturists 
ap^d  manufactnrets  Aroognout  the  Union  will  p«y 
.a  latge  proportion  of  the  expanse  of  creating  and 
supporting  a  navy— perhaps  nin^tedths  thereof-* 
white  the  mercantile  class  will  receive  the  great* 
est  share  of.  the  advantages..  As  a  further  illus* 
ttation  of  this  aubjecti  he  would  refer  gentlemea 
to  aa  argoipeht  of  Mr,  Gallatin,  mitde  in  1709,  oi^ 
the  establishment  6€  a  odavy,  in  which  this  point 
wasr  clearly  demonstrated,  with  an  ability  that 
defied  refutation,  even  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Why,  teid  Mr.  BleK.^  is  this  period  fixed  on  for 
commencingv  this  great  N^vat  Sstablishment  ? 
And  why  was  it  not  commenced  when  our  finan^ 
ces  were  id  a  teore  flourishing  cottdition«-«t  a 
time  when  the  means  neeeasary-to  effect  the  object 
were  possessed  by  the  Qo vernment  ?  Would  any 
mttD'sayrthat  the  vessels  pvo|iosed  lobe^uift  could 
be  famished  m  time  io  ne  sernoeablein  the  ap^ 
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proackin^  contest?  H.e  believed  no-maa  v^ould 
Aazard  his  reputation  bysueh  an  assertion^  uoless 
the  war  should  contioue  longer  than  wae  expected* 
It  would  appear  as  ifjereotlemeD  were  disposed  to 
take  advantage  pf  the  i^ver  of  -the  pubiic  miod — 
when  the  people  were  indignant  at  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain,  and  determined  to  haVe  redress 
almost  without  counting  the  cost;  and  whe^  they 
are  most  likely  to  examine  subjects  of  this  sort 
with  the  least  deliberation,  we  are  called  upon  to 
establish  a  permanent  system  which  will  remain  a 
seifaston,  the  nation  forcves.  All  history  j)f6ves 
that  it  is  in  such  times  that  the  most  pernieiotis 
a^d  rdinoii^  principles  are  established)  and  we 
seem  disposed  to  foHow  the  exampfie.  •  If  we  are 
to  become  a^reat  naval  power,  let  •'U^  commence 
the  system  in  times  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  When 
the  expression  of  public  sentiment  in  relation  to 
it  can  be  fairly  and. dispassionately  had« 

But,  the  gentlemala  fVom  South  Carolrna'  (Mr.i. 
GBEVE8)says;tbat  our  Ministers  abVoad-are  praeed 
in  a  rery  delicate  and  unpleasant  •situation,  'be-< 
caU3e  our  Navy  is  not  sufficient 'to  command  the 
respect  of  foreign  Powers.  Sq  long,  said  WCr.  McK.,' 
as  we  maintain  oui  character  at  horae-^sp.iong 
as  we  preserve  our  title- to  character  abroad ;,  and 
so  long  as  the  people  are  industrious  and  happy — 
it  was  t6  him  a  matter  of  hut  small  concern  whe* 
tber  a  Turkish  Bashaw  or  a  potentate  6f  Europe' 
resjf^ected  us  Qc  not..  If  onr  friendship  was  destr- 
abie  to  them,  itVonld  foe  courted  ;  if  it  was  not,* 
we  could  not  fight  thcfm  into  it  by  (wency-fiipe 
sereniy'four.gun  ships  and  forty  frigates.  But, 
if  it  were  an  object  of  primary  importance  with 
the  gentleman  to  jender  thiv  nation  respectable  iti 
th^  eyes  of  foreign  nations,  hi^  object  perhaps 
could  be  more  easily  effected  <by  assimilating  our 
form  of  Govern  meat  more  to  the  forms  of  the  Gov- 
ernments pf.  Europe — by  making>tbe  Presidency 
hereditary, treating 'sonM  FVinces  and  Princesses, 
Dukes  and  Duche^es,  Lord^  and  Ladiei^,'  Stars 
and  Garters.  The  gentleman  will  then,  perhaps, 
no  longer  be  told  that  we  are  withoik  honor  and 
just  political-  views  by  the  monarchies  of  the  Old 
World. 

[Mr.  Chgtes  saM^he  would  not  accept  the  gen- 
tleman's project.} 

Mr.  McKbb  said,  he  did  not  wish  him  to  accept 
it,  neither  would  he  accept  that  gentleman's  naval 
project,  because  the  conse^cfences  to  the  country', 
m  his  opinion,  would  be  similar. "  Create  a  great 
national  debt,  impoverish:- one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity With  heavy  taxds,  by  which  ,a  different 
portion  «f  the  commnhity  are' be  nested,  and  you 
nave  the  foundation  •  of  a  moneyed,  aristocracy, 
which  is  the  substance  which  will^  by  its  awn 
operatrop,  create  substantially  those  distinc^oas 
in  society  Which  in  other  Governments  have 
names; 

Bstablish  a  navy,  said  Mr^McK.  and  this  coun- 
try may  bid  fa  re  well- to  peUce ;  because  yon  there- 
by organize  a  class  of  society  who  are  interested 
in  creating  and  keepii^  up  wars  and  contention. 
Officers  in  the  Navy  and  Aroay  are  meie  cyphers 
in  society  in  times.of  peacej  and  ace  only  respect- 
ahlain  time  of  war,  when  weahh  and  fame  may] 


await',  their  exertipns.  They  axe,  therefore,  ia- 
t^'rested  in  keeping  up  a  state  of  vrar,  and  being 
invented  vyith  the  management  of  ^b  instromeot 
of  war,  it  is  to  be  expected,  t^ai  it  will  be  used  ia 
some  degree  to  answer  their  own  purposes  t  No 
man  who  will  reflect  for  a  moment,  but  must  be 
satisfied  that  the  disgraceful  and  lawless  condact 
of  the  British  naval  officers  on  our  coast  origi- 
nated in  a  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  on  a  war 
with  this  country,  in  which  they  looked  forward 
to^argedivideqdsof  prize  money  ;  and  tlieseacts 
were  contrary  to-  the  wisli  and  expectation  of 
Qreat  Britairi ;  in  one  instance  the  act  was  dis- 
avowed ;  and  it  may  be  tisked  why  v^ere  the  offi- 
cers not  punished  who  acted  contrary  lo  the  irisbes 
of  the  Government  1  The  answer  is  obvious;  be- 
cause the  influence  of  the  Navy  in  England  is  so 
predominant  that  the  Governinent'  are  aftaid 
to  touch  the  subject,  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
the  (jrOvernment  are  compelled  to  bear  the  odium 
of  acts  which,  they  di6an|;)rove  ;  aod>  the  same 
cause  which  has'producea  this  effect  in  Bngkady 
if  j)ermiUed  to-operate^  wiU  produce  a  simiL'e^ 
feet  jn  this  country. 

'.Our  little  N^vy  h^s  already  contributed  raack 
towards  the  irritation,  whicb  exists  between  this 
country  and  Ensland;  and  under  any  other  Pres- 
ident  than  Mr.  Jefferson',  it  would  have  brought 
on  a  war  in  1807*  '  And  what 'real  benefit  has  re- 
suited 'from  it  t^  the  Government?  Elas  a  pic- 
aroon or  a  buccaneer  ever  been  chastised  by  them  ? 
If  they  havCj  he  had  no  recollection  of  the  case; 
he  had  seen  mdeed  para^aphs  in  the  newspapers 
njentioning  that  the  .fri|:ate  President^  or  sosie 
one  of  the  vessels,  bad  sailed  from  the  navy  yard 
to  Norfolk,  from  thence  to  New  York,  and  fioally 
arrived  safe  at  Boston  -,  but  for  wbat  purpose  be 
was  totally  ignorant^  unless,-indeed,  it  was  to  ail 
back  again,  and  furnfsh  the  materials  for  a  new 
article  for  the  newspapers;  and  fpr  these emioest 
services^the  American  people  have  already  paM 
about  ^30,000,000,  .     . 

If,  said  Mr.'J^lcK.,  your  twelve  seveaty-foars 
and  twenty  frigates  wfere built,  you  coo/d  not  man 
them,  without  resorting  to  impressmeaL    And 
the  Vgument  of  the  gentleniaii  irom  Sonih Caro- 
lina (Mr.  CuEVEs)  seems  to  admit  tbis  fact;  be- 
cause he  summons  the  whole  force  of  his  iogenn- 
ity  to  prove,  firsts  that  you  ciin  in  tinae  of  war^by 
law,  prevent  your  seamen  from  engaging  on  board 
of  private^ers,  beyond  a  eeriain  number,  and  sec- 
ond, that  if  ^his  expedieoi  should  fail,  you  can 
mjin  your  ^mps  of  war  with  militia.     This,  said 
Mr.  McK.  is  a  monstrous  doctrine,  and  amoaais 
substantially  to  the   doctrine  of  impressment, 
which  is  a  pepversioii  even  of  the  British  eonsu- 
tutionl    Whence  do  you-deri  ve  the  power  of  pro- 
hibiting  your  mariners  from'  engaging^  on  board 
of  privateers,  and  thus  by  starvation  forcing  t^B 
to  engagCvin  your  service?    No  such  poveris 
known  in  the  Constitution,  and  any  attempt  to 
exercise  it  (if  yon  possessfd  the  power)  vroold 
only  excite  irritation.    With  regard  lo  marc^o^ 
the  militia  on  hoard  of' your  ships,  or  out  of  the 
United  Stajles,  Mr.  McK.  si^d,  be  bad  been  at  a 
los&toknow  why  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
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oiina(Mr.  CBBvaia)  bad  ushejceil  iof^  this  HoQse 
a  ^iscu^aipD  on  that  {yoint  when  tha  Toiuoteer  bill 
was  under  conslderttion  ',,  because  it  seemed  &q 
him  thai  this  question,  as  it  related  to  the  volun- 
teer hill,  was  (as  a  larwyer  would  say)  de  ^ivthe 
record  ;  but  the  matter,  is  now  ftiHyezptaioed. 

[Mr.  Che?cs  said  that  he  bad  not  ushered  this 
discussion  iijto  the  House,  but  that  the  question 
was  forced  on  him  bv  other  gentlemeuj  who  had 
raised  the*  difficulty.] 

Mr.  McKeu  jsaid,  he^had  been  led  inlo  the  er- 
ror  by   the '^circumstance  that   the   gentleman, 
from  South   Carolina  first  .within   his  hearing 
oj)eDed  the  discussion  on  this  point  ia^he  House; 
and  he  had'  thejrefore  supposed  if  hud  originatea 
with  him.    Thai > gentleman  bail)  however,  con- 
tended, that  the  militia  could  be  marched  out  of 
the  United  States,  and  now  holdsvtbe  optttipo, 
that  in  the  last  resoit,  yoor^hips  may  be  maniied- 
by  the  same  meads..   No' such  power  is  known' in 
the  Cbnstitotiop. '  You  ha^ethe  power  of  calling 
out  the  militia  for  three  specified  objects,  tor  wti : 
"  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  in- 
surrecMons,  and  repel  invasioos.".    Thr^specifica* 
tion  of  the  objects  for  which  the  militia  may  be 
called  out,  operates  as  a  limitation  of  th&power;  no 
rule  of  construction  is  more  universal  or  liable  jo 
fewer  cxceptioosln  law  or  reason^  than  that  a  g^ant 
of  power,  accompanied*  with,  a  apecificatfpn  of  the. 
objects.to  which  (ha  power  is  to  be  applied,^  is,  in 
jte  nature,  a  limitalian  of  tlie  power  to  those  phi 
jects  alone 3  and  in  this  case  the  power^of  casing 
out  the  militia  is  limited  t«  those  objects  and^or 
tbos«  purposes  which  o(  all  others  the  militia  are 
the  best  adapted  to  efieo;,  and  for  the  eflfecttiation 
of  which^  it  is  the  moM  natural  that  the  militta 
would  be  resorted  to.  .    •      : 
^  ■  [TWChairman,Mr.NEL80N,a8kedMr.McKEE 
'  if  tie  thoUgl^t  theVemarks  in  relation  to  marching 
tiie  militia  out  of  the  United  States  were  applica- 
ble to  the  question  1)efore  tbe  committee  ?j 

Mr.  McKscsaid,  unquestiouaWy  he  did  believe 
them  applicable;  beca^ise  he  contended/ that  the 
ships,  if  builtj  could  not  be  manned,  unlesjs  by 
the  militia;  and  if  he  showed  the^  could  not  be 
inaDQed  by  the  militia^  he  thereby  proved  tba( 
the  ships  QU{;hl  dot  to  be  built. 

When  tbe  Consiitution  f)(  the  United.  Stgtes' 
was  submitted  to  the  consideratkm  of  the  Amer- 
icaa  people,  and  every  objection  which  thie  iug«- 
Duity  of  party  rage  could  invent  was  raised  against* 
its  ratification  or  adoption^  yet  it  never  occu'rred 
to  any  one  that  ihe  militia  could  be  marched  oixi 
of  the  United  Stales;  and  if  the.  history  of  those 
tiroes  is  looked  into,  it  will  be  found*  that  the 
powet  of  marching  th«  iftiliiia  of  Georgia  to  Neii^ 
Hampshire,  and  the  mili{ia  of  M^ine  to  Georgia, 
w«s  the  subject' of  seVious  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  ODj^osers  of  the  Cpnsllidtion,.  and  when 
such  objections  were  raised;  it  is  evident  that  if 
ever  tht;  thought  of  marching  the  militia  out 
of  the  United  States  had  occurred^  or.hdd  been 
supposed  tahave  been  Qontained  in  the  instru- 
meat,  it  never  Would  have  been  ratified.  It  there- 
fore seined  to  him  clear,  that  it.  wds  .not  the  in- 
teoiipA  of  the  framers  of  ta«  Ck»nstitDtioa  fo  graot 


to  the  Government  the  power  of  iparching  the 
•  militia  out  of  the  United  States,  i^nd  we  ought 
not  to  invest  ourselves  with  the  power  by  impli- 
cation or  .coostruci  ion.  .  *- 

Mr.  McEL  apologised  for  detaining  the  Commit- 
tee so  long;    He  lH>ped  gen  tie  men  would  consider . 
W^H  the  subject  before  they  gave  a  vote  Which 
may  not  only  afifect  the  .present  generation, but. 
extend  its  effects  \o  future  generations. 

The  Committee  rose^.  and  hadjeave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  January  20.  ;  • 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Whitelaw,  of  the  city  of  New  Yorkj  praying  for 
perpaisBion  1o  occupy  a  tract. of  ground  lying  wesi 
of  the  Cdpit^l  in  the  City  of  Washington,  (origi* 
nally  intended  for  a  botanic  g&rdedp  for  the  pur-* 
pose  of  improving^  it  as  an  ^ricultural  and  bo- 
tanical garden ;  stating  his  experience  in  business 
of  this  kind  in  Europe. — Referred  to  the  .Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Coltltnbia.  -  '  V  ' 
.  Mr.  JENNtNas  ppesented  a  representatioi^  of  sun- 
dry fnhabila'nts  of  the  Intliana  Territory,  com- 
ptainingof  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Governor 
pf  that  Territory^  ia  withholding  bi§  approbatioa 
to.  an  act  passed  by^  the  Legislature,  fo^  the  re- 
moval of  the  sea^  of  the  Territocial  Goverament, 
and  praying  red.ress.-^Referjred. 

.  INCREASE  OF  KEV^XJfi.  r 

Mr/BAOoiv  observed .  that^  th«  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  'receiveiLa  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  ^he  Treaswy^  in  answer  to  an  in; 
quiry  addressed  to  hitn  by  the  committee,  whicl^ 
they  deemed  of  public  importance^  and  there- 
fore^  contfarv'to  their' usual  practice,  the  comV 
mjttee  had 'directed  him  to  communioate  it  to 
the  House;  in  order  that  it  mi^ht  be  printed  for 
the  use  .of  the  members,  as  it  might  be  some  time  - 
before' the  committee  would  be  able  .to  n;iake  their 
repoftyan<l  by.;hav»ng  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  .Treasujy  before,  them,  and  their  attention 
drawn  to  the  subject,  .the  House  w.ouid  .be  better 
a^le  to  meet  tjie  consideration  of  it,  when  it. 
snail.be  brought  before  them  by  tbe  committee. 
Mr.  B.  then  laid  the  letter  of  the  .Chairmau  of 
the  committee  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with,  his  antawer  ( contain ing  nis  budget- of  pro- 
posed taxes  for  meeting  the  expensea  of  whx)  be^ 
foroLthe  HoOse^  wkich-b^in^raad,  •  % 

Mf.MoasLBY  proposed  thai  fivethoasahdcmiiea 
of  the.commaaioiKioa  should  be  printed.  This 
'motion  wds  seconded  by' Mr.  Mi lnor,  who,  on 
account  of  its  itnportatice.  contended  for  the  ne- 
cessity of  making! t as  pubtio  as  possible.  It* was 
opposed  by  Mr. iBAcoir/as  improper  and  as  in- 
curring an  ttnnecessaty  ejtpensc  Improper,  be- 
cause it  Wou4d  be  giving  an  undue  sanction  to  a 
letter  to  one  of*  the  committees  of  the  House, 
which  had  not  been  acted  upon,  (and  which  it 
was  unusual  tb  publish  at  ftll;}  incurring  ai)  un- 
nedessary  expense,  because  the  ktter  of  the  Sec- 
retary would  undoubXeJly  be  printed  in  every 
newspaper  in  the  United  States,' and  by  this  means 
be  miide  more  generally  public,  than  it  would  be 
in  i^oy  othjsr  way.— Motion  .negatived  75itb  42. 
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Mr.  Maxwell  then  mpred  that  one  tfaousabd 
•copies  be  printed.  This  motion,  af4«r  some  ob- 
seryaUoDs.from  Messrs^.  Wriost,  1?i8k,  and  Fikd- 
L£Y,  in  .which  they  urg^d  tjve  impropriety  of 
giving  any  countenance  to  a  letter^  containing 
proposuions  which  would  oo.t  probably  be  agCeed 
to  by  tiongress,  and  which  would  aerve  only  an- 
aecessarily  to  alarm  the  people,  was'neinitived 
Wto52.    -     •     •  •    • 

Mn  Daven'port  moved  td  have  five  hun<lfed 
copies  printed^  which  motion  was  also  negatived/ 
and  the  usual  number  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Letter  and  Answer  are  a^  follows  t  . 

GoxxiTTXB  ^Q&}t,Xiecembtr9,  ISll'.  . 
8i* :  In  yoiir  annual  report,  prapri^  in  obedfence- 
to  the  act  supplemeiitary  V>  the  %et,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  the  Treasury  Bepaxtment,"  and  transmit- 
ted to  the  House  of  J^presentatives  oa  the  22d  ultimo, 
it  is  stated,  v-  . 

1st.  Tha^  to  place  tha  financial  system  of  t!^e  Uni- . 
led  Stater  on.  a 'solid  foundation,- it  requires  t)ie  aid  of 
a  revenue^  sufficient  at  least,  to  dafiray  the  ordmaiy 
expenses  of  Government,  ^d  1o  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  including  that.on  qqw  loana  which 
may  be  authorized. 

That  the  expenses  of  the  year  1812,  calctilatad  On  the 
existing  state  of  jifiairs;  and^  i^clndingr  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  will  amouut  to    ,  $9;400^O(M)  .00 
Thatthewholeamoutitof  actual  receipts  .  *. 

into  t)ie  TreasOiy,  during  the   year     , 
1813,  may  be  estima^d  at         -        .  8,200,000^  «0 


Leaving'  a  deficiency  (which  it  is  4>ro- 
posed  to  supj^ly  hi  authorizing  a  loan) 


of    - 


And  that  an  authority  to  borrow  a  sum, 
equal  to  that  which  will  be  reimbursed 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
during  that  year,  will  be  necessary, 
amoutiting  (o  not  less  then    •    - 


-  i,aoo,om)  oo. 


2,135,318  41 


Making  the  whole  sum,  which  it  is  pro-*^ 
posed  should  be  provided  for  by  loan, 


for  that  year 


$3,335,318  41 


Under  this  view  ci  the.  subject,  the  Commit^e  of 
Ways  and  Means  instructied  me  to  inquire  of  you,  whe- 
ther, according  to  the  principle  first  above  stated,  it  does 
not  become  necessary  to  provide  >•  a  fired  revenue,** 
to  be  received  dndng  the  year  1812,  equal  as  well  to 
the  estimated  expense-of  that  yaar,  and'  amountio^, 
aa  above  stated,  to  $9,400,000,.  as  also  to  the  inteiwt 
which  will  arise  on  the  proposed  loan  6i  $1,^00^000 ; 
or,  otherwise,  whether  it  ii  proposed  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  such  interest  out  of  the  money  of  the  Trea* 
sury  at  the.  commencement  of  ^e  year,  or  from  any 
other  source  1  ..'-'. 

«d.  It  is -stated  in  your  report,  "  that  a  fixed  reve- 
nue of  about  nine  milliens  of  dollars  is  necessary,  under 
the  existuig  circumstances  of  the  United  SUtds  ;  and 
that  the  same  amount  would  be  necessary,  and,  with . 
the  aid  of  loans,  will,  in  your  opinion,  be  sufiScieat,  in 
case  of  war."  .- 

In  reforence  to  thia  state  of  things,  the  Committee 
wish  you  to  state,  whether,  as,  in  the  .event  of  vcar, 
mcraased  loans  will  undoubtedly  berequirwJ,  it  wUI 
be  necessary'  to  provide  an  additidhal  an^  gradually  in- 
creasing revenue,  to  pay  ihe  intereat  on  stteh  loani  % 


*  aa.  Itisatateduiyourrepoit^  ^thatthepmaanent 
levenue^or  animal  receipto,  after  theyear  1812,  (caka- 
^Ated  on  the'exbttng  state  of  a&ira.)  together  with  an 
addition  of  fifty, per  oanL  on  the  preaent  aaKnmtof 
duties,  naay  be  estioiated  at  ^  nine  milliooa  of  doOan; 
and  that^  should  anjr  deficiency  arise,  in  the  event  sf 
war,  it  may  be  sjippUed,  without  difficulty,  by  a  ftuther 
increase  of  duties,  ^y  a  restoration  of  that  on  salt,  snd 
by  a  proper  selection  /of  moderate  LnterOad  taxes.'' 

The  Committee  request  that  y^u  would  fnor  thsa 
with  the  best  opinion  which  you  are  .able  to  farm  (cal- 
culated on  the  eVent  of  war)  of  the  probable  smoontaf 
the  receipts  from  duties ;  a  spedication  of  the  iaciease 
of  duties  whfch  you  would  think  practicable  aad  ad- 
visable ;  an  estlinate  of  the  amount  of  that  on  alt ; 
^hd  such  a  selection  of  moderate  internal  taxes  is  you 
would  reccommend,'with  the  probable  expense  oT  ofc- 
lectimir  snd  the  amount  of  net  tevenae  eaCimated  t» 
-arise  therefrom. 

4th.  The  CoflftmitteS  request  that  yoo.  vonld  fmsak 
'them,  in«cennexionr  with  your  replies  to  the  piece&i; 
inquiries,  with  ah  'estimate  of  ways  and  meana,  (cska- 
lated  on.  the  event  of  wa<,)  which  will  provide  a  ivfc- 
nue  sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenaco  of  Got- 
■emmeni,  and  provide  for  the  legpl  reimbnneoiSBt  sad 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  including  the  intsna  on 
,  new  loans,  tb  the  amount  at  least  of  ten  ntiliiaai  oC 
dollars  per  annum,  accompanied  with  sncb  a  sdieaiB 
for  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  new  kaas 
as  yod  should  deem  expedient,  together  with  sad 
opinions  aajou  may.  have  formed  respectiikg  theteiaii 
on  which  such  loans  o^ay  probably  be  obtained ;  aba. 
such  further  views  or  in^>rmation,  connected  with,  or 
touching  the  foregoing  objects  of  inqairj,  aa  you  aiay 
deem  heceasaiy  and  expedient. 

*With  gvaat  Tespeet,'Ihave  the.  honor  to  be,  year 
obedient  servant,  £.  BACON. 

>Hon«Ax^BaT  QuajkriSy  See*  Treamtry. 

,     .     Tbsxsvrt  DxrAmTKxiTTt  Jan,  10,  1812. 

8in :  In  answer  to  the  first  mquiry  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means*  relative  to  the  interest  aiwag 
on  the  proposed  loan  of  ii,200,000»  neoeaaaiy  to  supply 
the  d«fieiepcy  in  the  receipts  of  the  year  1812;  I  heg 
leave   to  obsigrve.  that  that  Hem   was  not  iacfaded 
.  amongst  the  expenses  of  that  year,  becaase,  the  esti- 
mate being  made  with  reference  to  the  expenses  akne 
which  had  previousry  been  authorized  by  law,  azkd  a 
considerable  proportion  of  those  on  account  of  tepob- 
lie  debt  foiling' on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  it  vrooldnot 
have  l)een  necessary,  iit  that  View  cyf  the  sab^ect,  to 
borroV  .that  sum'  prevmua  to  that  day,  and  the  interest 
would  not,  therefore,have  become  a  charge  tSI  the 
year  1813. 

With  leiqpect  to  thto  second  tnOuiiy  of  the  CowBit- 
tee,  it  was  oertaihly  contemplated,  in  confinmi^  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  whose  expKe»- 
sions  were,  adopted  in  the  report,  «<  to  xaiae  a  rrvcnna 
sufficieat^at  least,  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenaes  of 
Governnient,-  and  to.  pay  the  interest  on  the  pnfalic 
debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  whidi  may  be  aa- 
thorized."  The  sum  of  about  nine  miUiona  of  liollsis 
was  assumed  as! answering  that  description  Ibr  the 
present,  and  the  expression  of  •«  fixed  i^Tenne,^  whkh 
had  been  used  in  reference  to  existing  drcumatanoea, 
was  inadvertently  s^plied'  te.the  <^e  of  war.  It  will 
undoubtedly  be  proper,  as  remarked  by  the  CooiBultee, 
to  provide,  annual^,  an^  additional  and  graduaily  in- 
ctaifiiiBg  revenue,  suifllcie&t  to  pay  the  ihterest  osi  the 
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iMiis  T^uired  in  the  eTentof  war.  If,*tlArefore^  the 
loan  for  the.  present  year  will,  aocording  to  the  eng- 
gestion  of  the  Committee,  Mtaoutif  to  ten  millione  of 
doUiri/the  receipts  into  the  Treasar]^,  to  be  provided 
for  the  year  1813,  should  oil  those  data,  amount  to 
about  nine  millions  siz.hundred  thousand  doUarr< 

The  Goounittee  ask,  ih  the  next  plao^<»the  best 
opinion  which  I  am  able  to,iiMrm*-oi  the  probable 
kmqunt  of  receipts  from  duties  on  meiphaiidiae,  in  the 
event  of  "War. 

As.  that  amount  will  depend  on  the  extent  of  the 
oommerte  between  the  United  States  ind  nation^  at 
peai^e  with  them>  and  oi|  the  numbers  of  the  captorea 
respectively  made,  by  our  own  privateers,  and  by  the 
enemy,  it  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  and  not  a  vibject 
of  calculation ;  for  which  reason  it  was  stated  in  ihe 
report)  ihat.Uiat  amount  could  not -at  present  l^e  de- 
termined* Cunsideringf  the  restrictions  Uid  by  France 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,' with  h^r  own 
dominh>ns  and  other  countiies  under  her  influence, 
the  daiisers  to  whicn  dur  commerce  wifh  the.  Baltic 
and  wi|h' China  will  be  exposed,  the  relations  of  En^; 
land  with  Portugal  and  with  Spain!  <ind  also  that;ne 
inconsiderable  part  of  th^  captures  made  by  our  priva- 
tcerv  will  be  sent  into  ^rtoign  ports,  a  great  deblcation 
in.  the  ^leeeipts  on  duties  on  impolW  merchandise 
must  be  expected.  The  amount,  under  exiiting  laws 
and  circumstance*,,  hai^  froin  obrreet  data,  been  stated 
in  th(B' annual  lepprt  at.  air  nAlliona  of  dollars.  li 
would,  in  my-  opinion,  be  unsafe,  in  an  ^estimate  of 
ways  -mad  means,  intended  to  be  relied  on  with  cer- 
tainty, to  calculate,  in  the  «v^  of  a  war,  on.  more 
than  two  million -five  hundred  thousand  doUar%  at  the 
present  rate  of  dnties* ' 

To  the  next  inqwry  of.  the  Comraitteei  respecting 
the  increase  of  thdse  duties  which  in  thought  practice* 
ble  and  advisable,  iv  is  afiswertd,  without  hesitation, 
thai  Uke  rate  df  duties:  mayj  in  tiia  evjtntof  w.ar,'be 
doubled,  without  danger  or  -inctfnveniince.  .  There , 
will,>n  sndli  events  be  .less  tbager  of  smuggling,  at 
that  rate,  than  there  is  *noWy  with  the  existing  duties. 
With  that  increase,  the  duties  will  still  be  much  \eA, 
on  an*  average,  thaA  those  paid-  on  importations  in 
England, /France,  and  moat  other  couutri^    And 
they  will  1^  collected  with  more  lease  to  Government^ 
and  leas  inoi^v^nience  to  the  people^  than  could  be 
devised,  to  the  .same  amount,  u^  any  othqr  manner. 
A  duty  on  imported  ealt  might  now  be  calculated 
on  at  least  three  million  five  hundred  thousand  bush- 
els ;;  but,  in  time  of  war,  cannot  .be  estimated  on  more . 
than  two  millions  of  bustiels,  .producing,  a^  the.  rate  of 
twenty  cents  per  Wshel,  four  hun.dred  thousand  dollars. 
The  dntica  en  tonnage  and  imported  merchandise,  in- 
cluding the  former  duty  on  sidt,  and  doubling  the 
rate  of  all  the  otheis,  would,  accord^  to  that  esti- 
mate, amount  to  •        -        .     '  .        ^  $5,400,000 
To  which,  adding  the  proceeds  ^  the  sales 
of  public  landa,  estimated,  as  by  il^  an- 
pnal  report,  at      •        •        :        -        ^     600,000 


Makes  an  aggregate  o(     - 
And  leaves  a  defiiejency  of 


-  6,000,000 

-  3,600,000 


In    order  to   complete  the  net    revenue,. 

wanted  for  the  ^enice  of  1813, of  -  $9,600,000 


On  the  1>«siB -of  annual  Wns  often  ttilKonexxf  dol- 
lar*, during' the  eontinuanee  of -the  war,  (which  is  the 
awn  assumed  by  the  .committer,  anif  which,  c^^yisMr 


ing  the>  expenses  alreadjr  voted  by  Congress,  is  not 
more  thad  win  be  wAoted,  and  estimating  at  the  lowest 
rat4  the  intertet  on  the  .loan  of  1813,  the  deficiency  * 
^T  1814,  to  be  provided  for  by;  other  sources,  wifli 
amount  to  four  million  two  (iundied  Chousand  dollars. 
The  expenses  of  assessment  and  OQlleetien,  add  inci- 
dental loeses)  on  the  internal  taxes,  from  the  proceeds 
of  which  this  defidency.  must  .*be  sAppked,  ihay  be 
I  estimated  at  fifteen  per  cent,  In  order  to  prMuce  a 
net  revenue  of  four  milliqD  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  the  gross  amorpnt  of  r  taxes  tanust  tl^jhrefore  be 
'near  five  mUliQUs  of  dollars.  As^  the  taxes,  which  may 
be  organized  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
will  not  become  due  till  the  ensuiiig  year,  and  a^  it  is 
sufficiently  aacertained,  from[universal  experiehc  e,  that 
taxes  will  not  produce  their  lull  nominal  amount  4he 
^t  year  they  are  in  opera'tion,  it  may  be  relied  on 
th^t  a  gross  amount  ef  five 'millions,  intended  to  prp-  . 
du^  a  net  revenue  of  .four*million  two  hundred  thou- 
saiid  dollars,  will  not  yield,  that  siim  till  the  yearlSU, 
nor  produce,'  in  1^813,  more  thin  the  required  sum  of 
three  million  six. hundred  thousand  dollars.  Five  taiil-  . 
lions  of  dollars  will,  therefore,  be  aasun^ed^as  the  ^roas 
amount  of  taxek  (including  the  expenses  of  Msesament 
and, collection,  and  the  incidental  logka)  necessso*  U> 
be  raised  at  this'  time.  That  sum  is  calculaled  to. 
cover'  the  interest  on  the  loans  t>f  ten  miHIpns  a  year, 
wanted  for  the  service  of  the  years  1812'  and  1813, 
leaving  the  pel^ction  of  additiohal  taxes,  which,  may . 
thereafter  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  interest  of 
subeequent  loi^iis,  to  be  made  according  to  the  expe- 
pence  which  wUl'be  affi>rded  by  thoee  two  years. 
'  Before  I  proceed  to. answer  the  inquiry  of' the  com* 
mittee,  respecting  a  selection  of  the  internal  taxes  now 
necessary*  permit  me  to  qbaerve,  that  it  was  stated  in 
tjiko  annual  ifeport-  of  Detember  H),  1808,  that  **  no 
internal  ^xesi  either  direct  or  mdirect,  were  ,  contem- 
plated, even  in  ^  the  case  of  h^^etilfties  carried  agahist 
tiie  two  great  belligerent  Powers'^— an.  assertipn  which 
renders  it  necessary 'to  'shoW  that  the  prospect  then 
held  out  w^  not  deceptive,  and  Why  it  haa  not  been 
realiaed.  • 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  ad^LOUritedi.atthat  time, 
to  near  fourteen  millidnsof  dollara ;  but,  aware  that  that 
surplus  would,  ih  a  short  lime,  be  expended,  and  haVing 
sUted  that  the  revente  was  daily  decreasingi  it  was,  in 
the  same  report,  nroposed  ^  tiiat  all  the  existing  (J^tiea 
ehou|d  be  double^  on  impoHations  attbseqoent  to-  the 
fir^d^y<^Janoaiy,  1809.*'.  A]»the  n^t  reveniies  ac- 
crued from  customs  during  th^thr^  years,  1809, 1810;  . 
and  161 V,  has,  witholit.  any  increase  of  duties^  exo^ded 
twenty-six  millions  of  doUars,  it  follows  that,  if 'the 
measure,  dien  submitted,  had  been,  adopted,  We  should, 
after  making  a  large  deduction  for  any  supposed  dini- 
inution  of  consumption  arising  irom  the-  pEopoeed  in- 
crease, have  had,  at  this  time,  abuutj  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  on  hand — a  sum  greater  than  the  net  amount 
of  the  proposed  internal  taxes  for  four  years. 
-'  In  proportion  as  the  ability •  to  borrow  is  diminished, 
the  necessity  of  resorting*  to  taxation  is  increased.  It 
is,  therefore,  alao  proper  to  obeerre,  that,  at  that  time-, 
the  subject  of  the  itonewal  of  the  diarter  «f  the  Bank 
of  the'  UnitH.  States  had  been  reforred  by  the  Senatts  to 
the  J9ecretary  of  the  Treasury ;  ..nor  had  any  symptom 
appeared,  from  which  its  abeolute  dissolution,  wiUiont 
any  suhstitate,  oould  have  (Ifen  been. anticipated.  The  - 
renewal,  id  seme  shape,  and  on  a  more  extettaive  acale, 
was  eealiently  relM  on ;  and,  aceordingly,  in  the.ra- 
port  amde  daring  the  same  sesaKm,  ta  tiieSanata,  the 
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propTMty  of  increftsing  \b»  cupital  of  the  bsnk  to  tkirty 
millions  of  doUan,  was  ■abmitted,  wHh^tho  copdUion 
that  thjat  inatitation  thoald,  if  required*  bo  obliged  ta 
lend  one^half  of  its  capital  to  the  United  States.  .The 
amotiiit  thus  loaned  mighi,'withoi]tany  ioeonvenieiioer 
have  been  tnereased  to  twenty.  Jaillions.  And. with 
twenty  millioVw  of  dollarp  in  faand»  and  leans  being 
secured  for  l#enty  ^liUiona  more*  Without  any  increase 
of  the  stock  of  the  public  debt  at  market,  internal  tax- 
ation would  have  been. upnecessary  for  at  least  four' 
3rears'of  wftr,  n«r  any  other  resource  been  wanted,  than 
an  additional  annual  loan  of  iiyh  milKons— a«sum  siitf- 
ci^atly  mbderate  to-'^be  obtained  from^individvals,  and 
on-fikvorable  terms.  ^ 

These  observations  are  lAade.only  in  reference  to 
the  finances  and  resources  of  the  Gefierai  Goveitament 
Consideratio;is  of  a  di^erent  nature  haw,  on  both  these 
subjecls,^  produced  a  different  (esult;  whieh  makes  a 
resoft  to  internal  taxes,  now',  negessary,  and  will  reu-' 
der  loans  more  .diflicnit  to  obtain,  aud  .tbei^  terms  less 
favorable.  •  But  the  re^urcei  of  the  country  remain 
the^  same  ;^  and,  if  promptly  and  earnestly' brought  into 
acfiou,  will  be  found  amply  sufficient  to  meet  &e  pres^ 
ent  emergency.  With  respect  to  infernal  taxe?,  the 
whole  amount  to-be  raised  is  so  n^oderate,  when  com- 
pared either  with  the  population  and  wealth  of  the- 
United  States,  of  with  the  burdens  laid  on  European 
nations  by  their  Goremments,  that  no'  doubt  exists  of 
the  ability  or  Vift  of  the  people  to  pay,  without  any 
real  iQconveniexice,  and  with  cheerfulness,  the  "pro- 
posed war  iaxts.  '  T6t,  it  is  still  hoped  that  the  ordinary 
peace  revenue  'of  the  United  States  will  be  sufficient  to 
rdmbarse,  within  a 'reasonable  period,  the  loans  ob- 
tained duuAg  ttie  war,.and,  that  neither  a  perpetnal 
and  increasing:  public  debt,  nor  a  permanent  system  of 
ever  pi^resging  taxation  shall  be  entailed  on  the 
nation.  These  evils  cannot)  however,  be  otherwise 
avoided,  thin  by  the  speedy  organization  of  a  cert^n 
revenue.  Delays  in  that  respect,  and  a  reliance  on 
indefinite  loans,'  to  defray  the  war  expenditure,  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Government,  and  the  interest  on 
the  loans*  themselves,  would^  be  e<^ually  unsafi!  and^ 
ruinous — would  iti  a  shbrt  time,,  injure  public  credit, 
impair  the  national  resources,  and  ultimately  render 
much  heavier  and  perpetual  t'axea  absolutely  necessary; 
Of  the  gross  amount  of  five.mil]ionr  of  dollars  to  ho 
now  provide^,  according  to  the  preceding  estimatea^  by 
internal  taxation,  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  dine 
millions  should  6e  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  and  two  mil- 
lions by  indicect  taxes. 

The  sum  of  three  millions  will  Hot,  considering  the 
increase  of  popul^on,  be  a  much  greater  direct  tax 
than  that  of  two  miifions,  voted  in  the  year '1799.  To 
this,  permit  me  to  add  another  view  of  the  subject. 

The  direct  taxes,  laid  by  the  several  States. during 
the  last  years  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  t^ere  generally 
more  .heavy  than  could  be  paid  with  cohtenience.  But, 
duxing  the  years  1786  to  1789,  an  annual  direct  tax  of 
more  than  300,000  dollaw^  (205,189)  wo  raised  ip 
Penniylvania,  which  tras  not  oppmessive,  and  was  paid 
with  great  punctuality.  The  increase  of  population  of 
thateute,  between  the  years  1787  and  \%\X  is,  in  4he 
ratio  of  aboutfoor  to  nirte.  A  tax  o^  460/KM>  dollars^ 
payable  in  the  year  1813,  le-nor  higher,  in  ^portion 
to  population,  alone,  and  without  regard  even  to  the 
still  greater  increase  of  wealth,  and  of  circoleting  me- 
dium, than  a'  tax  pf  300^00  dollars  wav  in  -the  year 
1787.  But  Che'  quota '  of  PfennsyWailia,.  on  a^tax  of 
three  millions  of  doUara,  will  (eounting  O^lews  ito  •; 


Sute][.  hardly  exceed  36^000  tflellars.  The 
tax  will,  therefore,  $9*  far  as  relates  to  Peiuisytvania,be 
near  twenty  per  cent  lights,  in  proportiOQ  to  the  re- 
spective population,  than  that  paid  dttaag  tlie  yean 
1785  to  1780. .  .  '. 

.The  rule  of  apportionment;  preecribed  fay  the  Coa- 
stitution,  operates  wil|i  perhaps  as  mtich  eqnaiity  as  is 
practicable,  in  relation  to  States  not  malarially  difler- 
ing  in,  wealth 'and  situation.  It  may,  thereforpf  be  in- 
ferred, ^at  a  direct  tax,  which  is  not  greater  Chan 
Pennsylvania  can  pay  with  facility «  will  not  press  hea* 
y'lVf  upQU  any  Of  the  other  Atlantic  States.  It  is  ooiy 
ia  reference  to  the  Western  States  that,  the  Oonstita- 
tional  rul4  of  apportionment,  acccNrdingt  to  the  icipect- 
ivq  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  Btate»  may  be  sap- 
posed  to  be  unequal.  Being  at  a  greater  diataneefrom 
a  market,' and  having,  en  account  of  the  reeent  date  «( 
their  settleoients,  less  acdumultfted  capital,  it  ii  cer- 
lainly'  Inie  that  they  cannot,  in  propoitioir  to  their 
pop^lationf  pay  as  much,  or  with  the '  same  factiity,  si 
the  Atlantic  States.  Two  oonsiderationa  will,  bowewr, 
mych  diminish  the  weight,  if  thej  do  not  ailogftlur 
obviata  that  bbjection. , 

'  1.  Of  the  articles  aottnlly  ctfniamed  in  the  Wcrton 
Statifs,  there  art;  two  of  general  bonsQinption,  eavhieh 
dutiea  afe  laid,  or  proposed  to  be  laid>  mn4  4Mi  wUdi, 
.beiftg  articfes  produoed  ilr  those  States,  tlMary  win  pay 
nothing,  or  less  than  the  Atlantic.  States.  On  nit 
they,  will  pay  nothings  as  theMlioIe^quan^tj  consuBcd 
'there  if  of  domestic  .origii^;  and  this  oboervaaoa  af* 
fords  an  argtiment  in  fovor  of  ths  restpratMm  of  ths 
,  4uty  oil  that  article,  sifacy  it  will  tend  to  equaliEe  ^ 
operation  of  the  ^ti«ct  tax.  .A  considerable  paitof  ihs 
sugar  tl^ose  States  consume  '(neartj  seven  miliisos  sf 
pounds)  is  also  the  produce  of  .the  maple,  and  psy«  no 
duty.  And,  in  time  of  wmry  it  is  probable  tliet  the  na- 
idue  of  their  bonsnmptien  ^11,  in  a  great  d^giee,  esn- 
jdst  of  Nei$  Orleans  sugar.;  also  doly  fr^. 

2.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  &eet  taxes,  in  Aok 
States,  is  laid  on  lapds  owned  by  persons  raiding  is 
other  States,  and  ^i\\  hot  'faH  on  the  inhabitancy  it 
appears,  by*  a  late  .ofificial  statement,  that  hiere  &in 
two-thihls.  of  the  land  tax  of  the  ^tate  of  Ohio  are 
raised  on  lands  owhed  by  non-residents,  llie  portion 
of  th0  quota  of  that  State  en- the*  United'Statra*  direct 
tax,  which  will  i)e  payable  by  its  inhabitants,  wiD,  for 
that  reason  alone,  be  reduced  to'  one-third  part  of  the 
•nominal  amount  of  such  quota.  And,  alUioag^  the 
proportion  may  not  be  the  same  in  the  other  Western 
States,  it  is  w«U  known  that  "a  similar  result,  ftough 
not  perhaps  to  the  same  (Ment,  will  take  place  ia  att. 

Prom  every  view  which  hha  been  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  satisfactorily  appears  that  the  propoeed  amount 
of  three  millions  is  moderato>  and  cannot 'he  prerfoct- 
ive  of  any.  real  .!nc6nvenience,  provided  that  the  ob- 
jects on  which  the  \$Ji  shaU  be  assessed  be  piopezfj 
selected.  ..'''' 

A  direct  %ax  may  be  assessed  either  on  die  whole 
amount  of  Ufe  property  or  inciMne  of  the  people,  or  on 
certain  specific  objects- selected  for  that  purpose.  The 
first  •  n^ode  may,  on  abstract  prindples,  be  considered 
as  most  eorrect ;  and  a  tax  laid  in  case  of  aelectiofi,  tin 
the  same  articles,  in  all  the  States,  as  vras  done  in  die 
direct  tax  of  1798,  is  recommended. by  its  nnil. 
and  supported  by  respectable  authoiity.  It  is»  i 
thejes^  belie^red  that  the  systems  of  taxation,  re 

ively,>iopted  by  ^  sever^  States,  BUnicd. 

fled,  and  improxed>  as  they  have  been  by  long  expe- 
fiencai  will  gaiiersU^  b^  found  to  be  best  adapted  la 
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the  loealvituatioA  and  circtiihs^ceB  of  each  .State? 
anil  ibey  are  ceitainly  moat  congeniaT  with  ih^  feel- 
ings and  habits  of  &e  people.  It  is  therefore  proposed 
that  the  dircict  tax  should  be  laid  and  as^ssed  in  each 
State  upon  the  same  objecta  of  taxation  .on  which  the 
direct  taxes,  levied  under  the  autiiopty  of  the  State', 
are  laid  and  assessed. 

The  attempt  made^  under  the' former  direat  tar  of 
the  United  ^t«B,  to  equalise  the  tax- by  auf^ciriaipg 
a  Board  of  Oommia^ionera,  in  each  Static,  to  coirbct 
the  valuations* made \by  the  local  aaaeasen*  waa  at* 
tended  with>  con^idei^ble  expense,  and  productive  of 
great ,  delay*  In  order  to  obviate  this  inco'nveiiiencef 
it  ia  propMed  that  the  quota  assigned  to  each  State^^: 
according-  to  the  rule  prescribed^ by  th6  Gopaiitotidn, 
shquld  bi^^  apportioned  by  law  amongst  the  aeveral 
counties,  tewns,  or  other  subdivisions  of  eaph  State ; 
adopting,  in  each  State,  where  a^State  tax  i^  now.lexled, 
the  apportionment  of  the  State  tax,  whether  thai  be  an 
absolute  quota^.flxed  by  a  previous  State  law  on  the 
county  or  town,  or  whether  it  be  only  the  amo^I^ 
which  shall  appear  to  have  been  laftt  bid  on  such 
county  by  the  operation  of  the  general  ^t^  lawa,  im- 
posing a  directs  tax;  making  the  apportionment  iii  the 
states  where  no  State- tax  ia  now  levied,  according  to 
the  best  information  ai^  mateWab  whicl^  can  be  ob- 
tained; and  ajutboriiing  the  State^b  res^estively,  to 
alter  the  appoctionment  thus  made  by  law,  at.  any  timo 
previous  to*  the  day  fixed  by.  law- for  assessing-  the  Usi- 
ted  States'  tax  etn  iqdividqats.  '7?he  whole  process  of  • 
aasessmenjt  .will  thereby  be  reduced  to  that  of  aaiesb- 
ing  the  quota  of  each  coanty,  town,  or  other  stibdi- 
visioB,  on  the  lands  and  inliabiiiajits.  oC  suth  divisSnOt 
It  will  be  as  simple,  an,d  may  be  effected  as  j^romptfy^ 
and  with -as  little- expense, , as.  the  ;  assessment  of  a 
county  tax;  and  th^  ebje<5ts  of  taxation  being  the 
samei  it  zniy  be  still  more  facili^ted  hyauthprixing  an . 
adoption  of.the  State  assessment^onindiYiduals,  when- 
ever it  may  be  obtained  from  Che  poopei:  authority t  -, 
'  With  respenct '  to  •  indirect  taxes^  it  does  not  appe« 
necessaxy  t(r  rosort  lo  tmy  other  t^ait  those  which  had 
been  formerly  tovied'  b](  tlie  United  States.  As  th^y. 
were  in  operation  dunng  several  jrears^  their  defects, 
and  die  raodifieations  and  improvements  of  which  they 
are  susceptible,  ate  Uetter  underAood  than'ne^  taxes 
could  be.  With  some  altoratieDs  they  .may  prddope 
the  amount  sow  waiited ;  and  it  does  nol  appear  that 
any  other,  equally  productive,  eould^  be  subMituted 
-with  any.  real  advantage*  TheighMs  amouat  of  those 
taxes,  in  the  year  1801^  was  near  one* million  of  doN 
lara.  They  wouklraocording  to  the  inerease  of  popo- 
lotipn,  andvWithout  any  augmentation  in  tjiek  rater 
yield,  now,  jket  $1,400,000.  An  average  increase  of. 
about  fifty, per 'eent*  in  thcf  ral^  would  produce  the 
intepded  gtt>s«  amount  of  two  milUoBS.  .But  it  is  be* 
lieved  that  thtft  increase  ought  ifot  to  he  the  same  in 
all  those  taxes,  and  that  some  are  suseeptible.of  greater 
aagnD«snl|ition,  or  extension,  than40thers: 

1.  1MU»  an  domeatie  sptritt.  di^ikd. — There  is 
not  atly  more  eli^ble  object  of  tUxation  than  ardent 
spirits.  Bui  the  mode  of  taxation  ie  liable  to  strong 
objections,  particularly  With  impact-  to  persons  Ivho 
tat  not  professional  ^manufkcUn^rs,  and  who,  only  oc- 
casionally, distil  the  produte  of  their  farms.  It  is  there-' 
fore  propoeed,  that  the*  duties  on  the  quantity  of  spirits 
distilled  should  6e  bvied  only' en  s|>irits'  distilled  from 
foreign  mjiteaals,  at  the  jrate  of  ten  cents  per  gallon, 
dietilted,  and  on  /other  distilleries'  employing  stills,  the 
aggregate  of  which  afaall  centain  .more  tbsili  four  hun- 


dred gallons,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  gallon,  dis- 
tilled; and  iba^  instead  of  a  duty- on  the  spirits,  or  of 
lioensea  in  proportion  fa  the  time  eptaployed,  all  other 
distiHerk  should  only  pay  an  annual  tax  of  five  dollars 
for  each  still  ^lely  employed  in' the  distillation  of  fruit, 
and  of  fiftee;i  dollars  idr  eadi  stiU  otherwise  employed. 
This  tax  ma/,  also,  still,  without  reference  to  time»  be 
made  >to  vary  according  to  the  .sj^e  of  the  stills.  At 
those  rates,  this'class-of  duties  is  estimated  to  prqdttce, 
at  most,  $400,000 ;  and  it  is  intended,  in  that  case, 
that  another  duty  should  .be  levied  on  the  samb  article, 
in  the  shape  of  licenses  to  retailers.  By  the  adoption 
fOf  that  mode,  th'e  expenses  of  collection  will  be  conw 
siderably  dimVnisfaed)  penalties 'for  not  entering  stills 
will  be  .unnecessary,  and  they  wUl  l)e  confined,  wiUi 
respect  to  country  ^stills,  to  the  case  t)f  clandestine  dis- 
tilling without  paying  the  tax.-   .  \ 

2d.  l)uUes  on  refined  augcar, — A  duty  douUe  of  that 
huetofore  |aid,  ^iz  :  at  the  rate  of  four  cents  per  pound, 
is  estimated  to  produce  300,000  dollars.  The  .draw-* 
back,  both  of  that  duty' and  i^(  that  Oi^  the  importation 
of  the  raw  matei-ial,  to  be  allowed. 

3d.  Lif^tiies  to  retailer9, — These  are  believed  te  be 
susc^tible  of  ^nsid'erable  and  very  ji^par  augmenta- 
tion andjextensjoii.    The  following  rates  are  estimated  ' 
juo  produce  700,000  dollars. 

For  a  license  to  Htail*  wines  '      •        -        -*    $20^ 
.do.     •  ^  db.epirits  generally        -        -        20 
doh"  do.  domestic  spirits  only   '      --'       1$ 

do.        \  de.  ^y  other  species  of  foreign 
^  mercHandise    ...        10 

.Tatem  keepers,  licensed  under  the  authority  of  any 
State,  and  ndt  living  in  any  city,  town,  village^  or  with- 
in fi^e  mites  tfaereofy  to  be  excepted.  •  JJvery  other  per- 
son who  sells  wines,  fbfeig^  spirits,  or.  foreign  mer-' 
chandisef  otherwise  than  in-  the  yess^  or  package  ■  of 
importatibn,  or  in  the  ease  of  dry  goods,  otherwise  than 
by  theipiece,  and  every  person  who  sells  domestic  spi- 
ritlf  in  less  quantity  thsih  thirty  gallons,  to  be  considered 
as  a  retailer.  /  ••  .       '   ^  ' 

4th.'  Duties  on  saUs  at  auction, — ^These,  confined  to 
the  sale  of'axticles  of  foreign  prodnce  or  manufacture, 
and  at  the  same  i-ate  as  heretofore,  may  produce  about 
60,000  dollars. 

5th.  Duties  upoh  eavinages  for  the:  conveyance  of^ 
peraons.'^Thete.  duties,  adding  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per^ 
cent.'on  "the  Unties  formerly-raised,  are  estimated  to 
prodt^ce  150,000  dolfars:  ^    '       * 

6th»  Stamp  duties. — An  association  of  ideas  which 
connects  these  datiea  with  the  attempt  of  Gre^t  Brit- 
ain to  tax  AJinerica,  and  which  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety,' attach  odinm  to  the  •duty  on.  the  importation  of 
jtea,  has  rendered  their  name  in  some  degree  unpopu- 
lar. The 'great  extension  of  post  roads,  and  the  facility 
of  distribution,  have^  howeveV,  removed  the  most  suh-  , 
stantial  objection  to  >^hichthey  w«re  liable.  'They  do 
'not  appeal;  to  be  more  inconvenient  than  any  other  in-' 
ternal  tax,  and  the  expenses  of  collection  are  kess  than 
oil  dny  other,  being  only  a  commission  on  the  sale,  and 
the  cost  of  paper  and  {stamping.  At  the  same  rate  as 
heretofore,  withifie  exception  of  bank  notes,  on  which 
an*  increase  -appears  proper,  (with  an  option  to  the 
banks  to  pay  one-twentieth  paft  of  their  dividends  iu 
lieti  thereof,)  they  are  estimated  to  produce  500,<)00 
ddlars.  *  '  "  .    ' 

ReCapUvlatiofu 
Direct  tax,  gross  amdhnt . .      -  ^    -        -  $8^000,00^ 
Datiea  «tf  spirits  ani  ficeiMes  to  distillers, 
gnss  amoteat    ..  -«       •   .   .-  $iO<r,O0O  . 
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R^ned  sug^f,  gross  amount 

-    200,e00 

BeUiIers'  licenses,    do.     - 

.    700,000 

Bales  at  auction,       do.     • 

-      50,000 

Duties  ou  carriages,  do.     - 

-     150,000 

Stamp  dvties,            do.     • 

..    600,000 

3,000,000 


Total  gross  amount  -  .  5,000,p06 

Deduct  expenses  of  assessment  Und  collec-  ,  •- 

.    tion,  and  losses,  estimated  at  fiite«n  per  .     ' 
cent    -.       -        -  ■      -       -      .  -       -      750,000 


Net  amount  estimated  for'ldU,     -    4,250,000 


But  are  ubt  estipiated  to  ^ield,  in  1813, 
more  than    -        -        -'       -        -        -,  8,600,tK)0 


'  Most  of  the  internal  tiizes  have  been  ostimated  at 
their  maximum ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  any  deiUcation 
from  ^e  estimated  amount  will  be -compensated  by  a 
diminution  in  the  expenses  of  collection,  which  hajre 
also  been  computed  at  the  highest  rate. 

For  the^.  superintendence  of  ^^ose  taxes,  both  direct 
and  itadirect,  it  appears  indispensable  Ihat  the  office'  of 
commissioher  of  the  revenue  should  bo  fe-established. 
For  their  collection,  the  former  offices  of  supervisor 
and  inspector- are  believed  to  have  been  unnecessary 
and  injurious  links  in  the. system,  and  that  the^xpense 
will  be  diminished,  and  the  collection  and  accouiita- 
bili^  better  secured,  by  the  divisioh^of  lb«  States  into 
convenient  collection  districts,  and  by-  thjB  appoint- 
ment of  a^  collector  to  each  district,  Who  frill  pay' into 
the  Treasury,  and  be  immediately  accountable  to  that, 
de^rtraent,  in  the  same  manner  'ad  -the  boUectpn  of 
customs.  Tius  arrangement,  the, greater  amount 'to 
be  eollected|  alid  the  simplification  in  the  objects  ^nd 
mode  of  taxation,  will,  it  is  hoped,  reducb,  in  a  short 
time,  the  expenses  of  collection  of  the  indirect  taxes  to 
seven  and  a  half  instead  of  thirteen  per  cent^  whidk 
they  formerly  cost,  when  broyght  to  thek  highest  dep^e 
of  improvement.  In  estimating  the  chazgtes  on  the  direct 
tax  at  fifteen  per  cent,  five  per  cent,  have  ^een  allowed 
for  the  assessment,  five  per  cent /or  the  colleption,  alid 
five  per  ^ent  fox  losses.  This,  last  item  is  f rindpally 
on  account  of  losses  on  unseated  lands,  and  oa  some 
remote  districts  of  countiy,  and.  is  not  susceptible  of 
much  reduction.  That  for  assessment  oftay  be  lessened 
in  those.  States  where  the  objects  of  taxation  do  not 
require  an  arfaual  valuati6n,'or  where  the  State  or 
county  assessments  may  be  %  used.  The  expense  of 
collection  proper  may  be,  also^  in  some  degree,  lee- 
sened  in  cities  and  populous  districts,  and  by  uniting 
it  wHh.  tliat.of  the  internal  taxes.  It  is,  however,  ne-' 
cessary  that  the  compensation  of  the  collector  be  suffi- 
oient  to  command  tkp  services  of  men  prop^ly  quali- 
fied, and  in  every,  respect  worthy  of  the  trust. 

In  performing  the  ungracious  Ua^  of  pointing  out 
new  objects  of  taxetion,  those  have  been  submitted 
which  appeared  sufficiently  productive  and  feast  oppres- 
sive. The  objections  to  wiiich  each,  inclu4ing  the  in- 
crease of  duties  on  impoi^tatiops,  is  liable,  have  not 
been  stated,  not  because  I  was  insensible  of  them,  but 
because  no  substitute  of  any  importance  was  p^- 
ceived,  which  was  not  itill  more  objectionable.  £very 
tax  being  in  some  degree  an  evil,  ig,  therefore,  liable 
to  some  objeetipn^  and  every  olie,  taken  singly,  n^ay, 
for  that  leasoo,  be  «aeily  combatted.  But  if  the  ne- 
cessity of-  an  additional  retenue  be  admitted,  the  ob- 
jcetiona  afford  no  avgtimpnt  why  the  tax^  propoeed 


should  be  rejected,  unless  another,  less  tneoiiveiiient, 
be  substituted.  The  neoe•^ity  of  such  an  addition  to 
the  revenue  lias,  in  the  eourse  of  this  letter,  been 
strongly  urged,  because  it  wa^  strongly  fUt ;'  bat  with 
rmect  to  the  taxes  psoposed,  the  seleetien  is  subnit- 
ted  with  difiMenee;  and  it  Will  be  highly  grati^isf 
that  sotne  more  eligib^  mey  be  devised. 

The  last  inquiry  of  the  committee  9el«t«e  prindpsHj 
to  the  terms  on  whi^  loans,  amounting  to  at  least  tea 
millions  of  dollarl  per  annum,  may  be^obtuned,  and  Is 
the  plan  proper 'to  be  adopted  for  the  .reimbomment 
<>f  quoh  loans.    ;  -    t 

The  terms  on  which  annual  leans  to  tiat  smsunt 
may  be  obtained,  can  be  ascertained  only  by  eiperi- 
meat-  Government  has  nljver,  since  its  organiiitioDf 
obtained  considerable  loans  within  the  United  States, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  a  year,  except  firem  ^ 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  these,  on  a  cental  d 
ten  millions,  ^^ever  amounted  ttf  seven  millions  in  the 
v^ole.  In  proportion  to  the  amount  wanted  for  tbe 
jservice  of  the  year,  and  to  the  increase  of  stock  of  tbe 
public  debt  at  market  the  terms  mnst  natarB%  be- 
eome  less  favorable,  it  must,  also,  be  reooUectoif  l&st, 
in  addi^ii  to  the  sum*  wanted  to  defraQr  the  dtrsor- 
dinary  expeilses  of  the  .war,  an  annual  foan,  efori  Is 
the  annual  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent  sad  de- 
ferred Mdc^,  prescribed  bf  brv#,  vfill  also  bo  leqoM. 
This)  together  with  the  reimbarsement  of  the  residm 
of  the  converted  stock,  amounting  to  ^565,000,  wUl. 
for  this  year,  amount,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  anDosI 
report  to  93,I8^;000.  As  the  interest  on  the  existzsf 
debt  is  included  in  the  *<  current,  expanses,"  the  bsa 
necessary  for  tbe  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent 
and  defer^d  fttocks,  will,  for^ach  snboe^Qent  jasr, 
amount  only  to  $1,570,000;  The  loans  for  those  siubs 
"vHI),  indeed,  treate  no  add'iitoir  to  the  amonnt  of  the 
debt  but  will;  nevetthelees,  increase  the  total  sob  l» 
be  annually  borrowed.  It  must  also  be  oboerved,  tbat, 
if  4he*  price  ef  stocks  riiduld  sink  bdow  por,  the  C«b- 
missioners  of  the-Sinking  Fond  are  bovqd,  fay  the  ex- 
isting lawsi  to  ap|4y  the  remdue  of  the  aaanal  appro- 
priation of  eight  millietis  a  year  to  tho  puidnseof 
Btock;  and  that  residue  will,  this  jpear,  ameont  to 
.$3,640*000,  which,  in  that  ^a^e,  must  also  beheoowed- 
It  is  a  view  of  those  severs^  ooosidemtioMs  mMih  hm 
created  an  apprehensibn  that  loans,  to  sack  laige 
amount  might  not  perhaps,  be  obtained  en  ss  fovor- 
able  terms  as  under  other  cjrcnmstanees»  and,  wBik  tha 
poWetful  aasista|ice4>f  a  National  Bank,  hm  been  fiu- 
merly  anticipate.'  The  same  vie]|r  uf  the  subject  hss 
most  forcibly  impressed  a  conviction  of  tbe  necesaiy 
of.  an  additional  xevenoe :  for,  if  forther  loans  be  al» 
resorted  to  for  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  and 
the  interest,  they  must  if  at  all  practiosSde,  be  ob- 
tained ou  the  most  ruinou^  terms.  Endoding' that 
idea«  ^and  embrsfbing  only  the  loans  Vhidr  srs  abso- 
lutely neoe88ary,'it  appears  t6  me  more  pradmt  ttot  to 
limit  the 'rate  of  interest  by 'law.  A  disam»aiy 
power,  inthat  respect,  is,  to  far  as  relatos  to  tke  Ex- 
ecutive, altogether  ineligible,  but  it  if  prefecable  to  ths 
risk  of  leaving  the  public  service  unpipviiied  lor.  h 
is,  also,  for  the  same  reason,  requisite  that  the  Ibsbs 
may  be  made  irredeemable  for  a  term  not  leas  than  tea 
years. 

In  a  former  commnnicatfon  to  the  Committee  ef 
Ways  and  Means,  it  was  suggested  that  "Titiasmj 
notes,"  bearing  interest  might  tea  osrtain  eoctent  ha 
issuMflmd  to  that  extent  diminish  the  amonnt  to  be 
directly  borrowed.    TJm  advantage  they  would  have. 
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would  result  from  thei^  becoooiog  a  pa^t  of  the  oircuU- 
tin^  medioxDv  und  taking,  to  a  certain  degree,  tbe  place 
of  bank  notea.  It  ia  avident,  howeyer^-that,  for  )the 
aame  reason,  the  issue  mi|8t.  b^  moderate,  and.  never 
exceed  the  amount  whicb  m^y  circulate  without  dfr- 
jAreciation.  }  .    " 

•  The  loans  necessary  ibr  the  present  year,  ar^  Ist. 
A  sum  equal  to  that  which  may,  during  the  year,  be 
reiibbufsed  on  acopnnt  of  the  princifial  of  the  debt.  '. 
2dly.  The  amount. of  expenses  which  have  been,  or 
may  be,  author ized  by  Congress,  and  are  not  induded 
in  the  animal  estimates.  .  . 

The  fir^t  sum  will  certainly  amount  to  ^jlSfi,O00r 
and  mi|y  be  greater  if  tU^  stocks  should  sink  below/ 

The  second  sum  cannot  yet  be  stated,  sincp  the  «p:- 
tent' of  the  expeoses  whidk  may  be'  authorized  is  not 
yet  ascert^ned^and  iM  the  estimates  firtr'the  additional. 
#rmy,  already  authotize'^,  hare  hot  yet  bean  receive^ 
by  t&e  Treasury  Department   «  ,' 

The  d^cit  of  $1,1100,000.  fon'the  Peace  Establish- 
ment) is  not  included  as  absolutely  neceSBary»  al- 
though its  payip'ent  will,  as  stated,  ii^  the'  annual  re- 
port, leave  m  the  'Treasui^  a  smaller  balance  than, , 
.under  eijjsting  eircumstanees^  is  eligible. 

It  msy  be  proper  to  repeat  tha^  s<^  ]png  as  tho  pub- 
lic credit  is  preserved,  and  a  sufficient  revenue  is  pro- 
vided,, no  doubts  are:entertJEdfied  of  the  possibility  of 
procuring,  on  loan,  the  sums  wanted  to'de&ay  the  eJL- 
traordinary  expenses  of  a  war ;  and  that  the  apprehen- 
sions expressed  relate  solely  to'  the  terms  o(lbe  loam^-^ 
to  the  rate  of  inteii^t  at  whidh  they  can  be  obtaine^. 
The  reimbursement  of  the  new  debt  which  may  be 
created,  must  ultimately  depend  on  the  res{iective  reve- 
nue and  ex^nditure  of  the  United  States  after  ihe  res- 
toration of  peace.  I|f o  artificial'  provisions,  no  appro* 
priaitionsjor  investment^  of  particular  funds  in  certain 
persoos,  uo  nominal  sinking  Alnd,  however  coivrtructed, 
will  ever  reduce  a  public  debt,  unlesf  the  net  aiinu^l 
revenue  shall  exoeed  the  aggregate  of  the*  Annual  ex- 
penses, including  the  interest  on  the  deb^.  Those  vrho 
craata  the  debt  cad  ohly  esHmaie  wha^  the  peace  reve- 
nue and  expenditure  wMI  be,  4nd  pi^esume  that  the  sup^ 
posed  surplus  t&ti/  be  faithful^,  and  pjqrfeVeringly. ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  priiicipal. 

The  onrrent-oi^peaoe  expenses  have 'been  estimated 
at  nine  millions  of  dollars.  Sujqposing  .the  debt-con- 
tracted during,  the  war  net  to  exceed. fifty  miUio^ii,.  and 
its  ailnualintere^  to  amount  to  three  million^,  the  ag- 
grega,te  of  the  peace  expenditure  would  be  jio  m;ore 
Siam  twelvemillions.  And  as  the  peace  revenue  oC  the. 
tJnited  States  may,  at  the  existing  rate  af  duties,  be 
ihirly  estinuited  at  fifteen  millions,  there  would  remain^ 
from  the  first  out^fst,  ^  sjiiplus  of  three  millions  of  dollars 
applicable  to  the  ledemplion  of  the  debt  So  far,  tbere- 
fbre,  as  can  be.  now  foreseen,  thete  is  the  stronger  lea- 
aon  to  1>elievi  that  the  debt  thus  tontracted  will  be  dis-' 
charged  with  iUoUi^,  and  as  speedily  as  the  terms  of 
Ibe  loans,  will  permit.  I^or  does  any  other  plan.  In 
that  rospect,  Appcj^r  neoeasa^,  than  to  extend  the  ap- 
plicsition  of  the  annual  appropriation  tff  height  millions, 
mnd  which  is  amply  sufficient  for  that  pUrposcr,  to  the 
pny m'ent  of  interttt  and  reimbursemenl  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  new  d«bt  No' doubt  elm  be  entertained  of 
tha;t  mode  being  sufficiently  efficacious,  since,  by  thut 
plan  alone;  forty^eix  millions  of  the  public  debt  have  been 
reimbursed  during  the  Isit  eleven  years.  If  the  nap 
tioiial  revenue  exceeds  the  national  expense,  a  simple 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the 
debt»  and  coiexiensiva  with  tha'o^ect^  is  sqfficie&t, 


aud-  will  in&llibly  extinguish  the  debt.  If  the  expense 
exceeds  the  .revenije^  jthe>appropriation  of  any  specific 
f  nm,  and  the*  investment  of  the  iiiterest  extinguished, 
or  ef  any  other  fiind,  will  prove  altogedier  nugatory  ; 
and  the  national  debt  will,  notwithstanding  that  appa- 
ratusy  be  ani^ually  increased  by  an  amount  equal  to  the 
deficit  in  the  ^revenue.  .     ; 

The  annual  interest  on  th<  existing  debt 

amounts  to-''  .',      -.  .    -        -        -  $2,220/)00 
And  estimating  the  interest  on'  (he  new 

debt  at         -        -        -   ;   -  •      -^   •  - 
The  sum'  v^hich,  on  -  the  annuil .  appttDpria-  . 
.  "tion  of  Mght  minions,  would,  at  the  res-  ' 

toraiion'  of  pteace,  be  applicable,  to  the* 

payment  of  princip^,  is  .''    •  -        - 


3,000,000 


2,780;000 


Total.* 


.  $8)000,000 


A  sum  somewhat  less  than  the  presum'ed  surplus  of 
Ibree  mQlidns,  as'above  stated,  and  which  will  be  nearly 
sufficient  to  reimburse,  Wore  the  year  I838,the'Whole 
existing  debt' of  the- United  Stales,  with  the  exception 
of  the  thi^  per  cent  stocky  The  loans  contracted  du- 
ring the'war  being  mftde  irredcfomable  for  at  least  tan 
yean,  the  firfet  reimbursement  ^would  fall  on  that  yai^r ; 
and  the  whale  of  theappropriation«of<^|^  millions, 
after  deduotingi  $4^,000^  for  the  interest  of  the  thrtfe 
per- cent,  ateck,  would 'thenceforth  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  new  debt. 
The  precise  period  of  final  extinguishment,  and  the  pre- 
cise amount  of  anbual  paymeilts,  will  depend  on  the 
terms  ofthe  loans,  and  on.the  number  of  y^ars  for  v^hich 
it  may.  be  necessary  to  make  ^db.  loan  irredeemable. 
But  this  sketch  is  sufficient  to  show,  Ist.  That  no  in* 
^cenvenience  will  arise  in  making  the. loans  incedeem- 
'able  for  ten  years,  sincd  thec^  is  net  much  probability 
that  they  could  be  sboner  dischvged.  2dly.  That  the 
appropriation  of  eight  millions  will  be  s^ffi^ent  for 
their  final  reimbursement.  Sdly.' That' that  reimburse- 
ment,  and  that  of  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States 
j(the  three  per  cent,  stock  .excepted)  will  probably  1^ 
effected  within  fifteen  years  after  the  restorktioi^  of 
peace.  It  mUst  always  be  reniembered  that  tb^se  es- 
timate aie  medicated  on  the  supposition' that -an  ad- 
ditienal  reyHnue^  to  the  amount  already  stated,  will  bfs 
provided,  and  thai  the  incresse  of  debt*  dining  the  war, 
wiH  not  exceed  fi%  millions.   '  / 

'.  In  aj^wering  the  inquiriesj>fthe  committee  on 's^b- 
jecCs  so  intimately  cenn^ctsd  with  the  mopt  important 
questions  of  national  concern,  it  became  an  im^yerious 
duty  to  represent  every  circumstance,  precisely  as  it 
was,  or  appeared  to  be,  ^nd  without  exaggerating  or 
disguising  any  of  the  diiSculties  which  must  be  en- 
countered. To  undersUnd  th^se  to  th«ir  full  extent, 
will  afford  the  bedt  means  of  overcoming  them ;  and 
there  i^  none  which  appears  insurmountable  or  even  dis- 
couraging. What  appears  to  be  of  vittll  im'porunce  is, 
that  the  crisis  should  at  once  be  met  by  the  adoption 
of  efficient  measures,  which  will  with  certainty  provide 
means  commensurate  with  i^the  Expense;  and  l>y  pre- 
serving unimpaired,  instead  of  abusing,  thai  public 
ei^it  oD  which  thepublic  resOoireos  so  eminently  de- 
pend, wilt  enable  the  Onitdd  States  to  pe^vere  in  the 
conteit  until  an  honorable  peace  shall  have  been  ob^ 
taioed:  -     . 

I  have  the  honor  |o  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  OALLATIN. 

Hon.  S«  BA«av>  CAosnnon,  4e.    • 
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NAVAL  ESTABLISHING.         '        ) 
'  The  Housetben  resolved  itsjelf  iato  a  CoraiDit- 
tee  of  the  Wboje,  on  the  bill  concernifig  tbei^aya) 
Bstablifhment. 

Mr.  Bassett. — Mr.  ChairmflTp :  I  rejoice  that 
,on  all  si(}e8  of  the  House  the^  importance  of  this 
question  is  admitted.  It  is  Indeed  important}  in- 
solving  the'  first  duties  of  the  Government,  the 
first-  interests  of  the  people.  •  Give  me  leave  to- 
congfatula^te  you,  sir,  and  ibe  nation,  that  a.caute 
so  good  has  found  9i)  able  an  advocate,  as  my 
friend  'froni  South  Carolina.  I  subscri1>e  to  his 
doctrine  ip  relation  tt)  commereei  For,. in  cast- 
ing ihy  eyies  up  as  I  enter  this  Hall,  I  see  grouped 
together  Agriculture  and  Oommerce^  forcibly  pre- 
senting to  mynl^jnd  their  intimate  relation.  It  is! 
the  freight  that  cheers  the  sailor  whilst  tugging 
at  his  oar  be  fetches  and  carries  and  thereby  gives 
value  to  the  surplus  of*  the  agriculturist,  and 
snpplies  to  him  what  his  climate,  his  farm,.or'hi^ 
occupation^  will  not  produce.  Yet  it  is  not  iof  re- 
•  lalion  to  foreign  commerce^  that  my  mind  ^  has 
been  led  to  view  this  subject ;  And  I  regret,  greatly 
rejgret,  that  it  has-  beep  always  thpqgbt  necess^y 
to  array  t^'  agricnltu'ral  interest  against  naval 
equipment.'  Let  me  ask  the  CoinVnittee,  with  me, 
to  take  a  more.dignified  view  of  thissuj)ject,  and 
examine  it  ,as  a  met^na  of  national  defence,  as  -it 
will  give*  s^urity  to  fife,  liberiy,  and  property. 
Whilst  in  thegreat  scheme  of  nature  good  is  mixed 
with  evil,  a  resort  (o  force  will-  occasiooall^  b^ 
indispensable,  and  a  nation  not  only  willing  but 
determined  to  be  free  must  at  some  'time,  if  not 
always,  be  prepared  flSr  dehntei  Wjien  that 
'nei^essity  occurs,Vbat.is  at  the  discretion  of  the 
nation?  Only  the  quan^tum*  and  kind  of  fprce. 
It  has  been  argued  by  all,  and  the  dectsioii  is  wise, 
that  if  you  resort  ta  forcef,  it  should  -be  equal,  or 
iD0i(e  thsjin  equal,  to  the  .Con  tern  plated  •bject.  On 
that  ground,  I  will  Jeave  it,  and  takf  tip  the  other 
alternative — the  kind  of  force.  .    .     .  •  '        • 

BMi  we,  thetu  ^^^Y  ^or  defenceN  and  security 
on  bayonetaprahipsjon  regimen  tsor  aeVentyfovra? 
I  hesitate  not,  before- this  Committee  and  tbisim- 
tion,  tp  declare  my  pre/Wence  to  the  latter-Hind 
why  prefer  tliem  ?  Because  less,  dangerous  ,tb 
your  civil  institutions,  less  costly  .and  more  effi- 
cient. If  we  consult  th)e  faithful  page  of  history, 
wie  find  no  instance  wberealiaval  commander 
has  overturned  bis  Government..  As  navies  have 
been  in  use  time  immemorial,. and  there  has  been 
no  instance,  it  is  fairly  inferable  that  there  will 
be  no  instance;  rei^on  supports  ^srhat  history  af- 
firms«  It  has  been  .said,  of  the  sail(/r,  that  his 
home  is  on  the  deep^  Absi^nee^  denies  t^em  .the 
means  of  interest  and  intrigue.  The  force  under 
their  command  cannot  be  marched  on  land/  The 
General  only  becomes  dangerous,  as  he  can  jnareh 
his  army  at ^h is. heels,  a^  the  influence^  he  has 

f  lined  in  t^e  pampfpljows  him'to  the^ity.  The 
dmiral,  possessing  peitherthemeans  nor  interest, 
lior  power,  how  can  he  be' dangerous  ?  .  Toillus* 
trate  this  from  hjatory,  look  to  Holland.  Did 
DelCuyter  or  Van  Tromn  innovatjs  <Sh  the  Dojtch 
Governmenr,  or  was  it  the  Prince  of  Orange',  at 
the  head  of  the  army-^-ra  Geaeral-*^nade  Stadtbol- 


d^r?  Yet  my  fri«Ml  frpm  Penna^rlvania  (Hr. 
SETBERT)'has  instanced  Holland  as  one  of  the 
datio'ns  destroyed  hy  her  na.vy.  I  cannot  butthiDk. 
to  use  an  expression  of  his  own^  that  his  reason 
was  on' the  wing,  and-  Chat  hcydid  not  take  time 
fairly;  to  v{e#  the  case.  I  ask  a  Yecoosideratioa. 
wheii  I  aiti  ^ure  that  my  Well-read  friend  will 
accord  with  Yne,  that  it  is  to  the  fatal  influence  of 
the  House  of  Orange  that  the  sad  Catastrophe  of 
that  nation  is  attributable.  To,  the  Brftiaih  his- 
tory I  appeal  also  as  illustrative  of  this  point. 
Have  not  h^r  navail  equipments  €XGeeded  aU  na- 
tions, aod  is  her  Government  le^  favonble  at 
thiy  moment  to,  the  rights  of  humanity  than  those 
of  her  neighbors,  who  may  be  said  to  have  aateel- 
begirted«.8hol«,  whose  ragriparts  .^re  hayoiieiil 
For  the  man^ years  which  the  British  navy  bare 
ruleQ  thie  oiean^  what  hift  been-  the  iDflaeneeof 
her  Adihirals  ita  theconncibof  the  nation?  N(hk, 
^r;  netther  in'Fr.ance  or.in  Britain  vasan  A^ 
miral  ^exrer  PriiQe  Minister.-  Here  let  me  ask. if 
Cirom  w^ll  %as  an  Adnriral  ? 

But,  says  my  friend  JFrom  FeoDsyvaiHa,  the 
British  inivy*has  hiid  a  faiai  tendency  to  hiaf  the 
nation  in  war,  as  sai4  Mr.  Sinclair^  '  laet  me  ask 
my  frieqd^  for  a  moment,  to'  ease'  his  wing  from 
th^  pnrsuit  a^er  the  speculative 'opinions  of  Sia- 
clair,  by  showing  us  the  instance  in  which  the  is- 
fluence  of  the  navy. led  the  nation  into  warl 
Was  it.  that  influence  that  broke  the  peace  d 
Amiens?  I  think  not.  Nor  will  nay  irtemlto 
excuse  Mr.  Pitfs  crusade  agahist  the  French  rero- 
lu.tion^  say  ^at  the-  navy  was  the  canse  of  that 
warj  The  preceding  war  was  that  of  the  Amer- 
fcan  Revolutidn.  Stampan^  tea  taxes  eviace 
how  much^ agency  tbie  navy,  had  in  4he  prodoe- 
xioo  of  that  war*  Where  then  i^  the  insuoce  1 
I  shall}  I  hope,  be  excused  fox  saying  that  I  had 
rather  have  tit  ^ypinion  proved  bf  tiie  tnstanea 
than  the  instf  Hce  by  the  opinion. 

But;  strj  the  patri6tie  opinions  of  ont  coaairy 
arr'e  against  m^,  and  the  Virginia  resoJirtions.  as 
penn^  by  oar  Chief  Magistrate,  mmi  the  aide 
speech'  of  Mr.'  Gal^lin,  are  qdoted.  Ta  the  liisc 
I  answer,  the  •Message,  at  I'he  dpeding  of  the  ses- 
ston,  page  10,*  says:  **ydur"  attention  will  of 
Vcourse  be  drawn  to  such  provfsons  on  the  sub- 

*  ject  of  our  naval  force,  as  may  be  required  for 

*  the  services  to  which  ir  may  be  best  adapted. 
'  I  submit  to  Cbngres^  the  seasonableness  ot*  aa 
^authority  to  ailment, the  stock  of  sach\naierials 
'  as  are.  imperishable  in  their  nature^  or  may  not  at 
'once  be  attainable.''  I  consider  every  report 
comine  from  the  Ujeads  of  Departments  a  Cabinet 
act.  fa  that  view,  I  beg  leave  alao  to  soakea 
geix/Mral'  referenoa-  to  the^  reporl  *.of  the  ^ceieury 
of  the  Navy.  As  to  ihe  opinion  of  Mr.  €kUlatin. 
I  wodd  b^  uiHierstogd  as  holdiug^  in  as  highes- 
teeiir  as*  any  ona  that  great,  aod  good  mnn.  He 
shall  hare  my  everlasting  gratitude  for  the  good 
he  has  done  hts  co)f  nti^y.  l^o  his  opinion  shall 
I  edntrasf  my  ownT  No.  sfr,  I  will  ba^  leave  to 
read^rom  the  Notes  on  Virginia,  page  1^1  : 

"  Wars  then  must  som^mes  be  onr  lot ;  and  afl  Hk* 
Wiss  can  do,  ynU  be  to  avoid  fluit  haV  of  them  mhsA 
wbold  be  prqdttosd  by  oar  own  IbliiBB  ^and  imr  own 
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acts  of  ittjnatloe  ^  snd  tcvinake  £>r  the  etlMr  hijf  Ule 
be6t.prepanaaoii«  we.eai|. 

**  Of  what  nftCure  Bhoold  ihcaie  be  1  A  land  army 
winikl  be  Uf  elese  fer  offence ;  and  i|Ot  the  beat  nor  aaleat 
In^rument  of  defence.  For  either  of  these  pBrpaaea; 
the  sea  is  the  field  on  which  we  should  meet  an  JCuro^ 
pean  enemy.  On  that  element  i\  ia  nece^piai^'we 
should  posfess  some  powec.  To  aim.  at  sUch  a.navy 
as  the  greater  nations  possessi  w^uld  oe'a  foolish  and 
wicked  waste  Of  the  enerji^ies  oT  our  countrymen.  It 
would  be  to  poll  on  our  own  heads  that  load  of  mili- 
tary etpense,  which'  make^  the  European  laborer  go* 
supperless  'to  bed,  i^nd  moistens  hiiT  bfead  wHh  t^e 
sweat  bf  \&B  brOws.      » ,         * ,  •    "  ' 

''  It  will  be  enough  tCwe  enable  ourselves  io  preveftt 
insuhs  frdm  those  nations  of /Eufope  whicli  are  weak 
on  the  sea ;  bec&uae  circomstalices  ejci^t  which  render 
even  the  stronger  ones  weak  as  to  us.  Pit>Tidence  haii 
plaoed  their  richeet  and  most  defebceleas  poieeasibhe 
at  our 'door  ;''hai[  obliged  their  meet  pre^ipyOq  commerce 
to  pilw,  as  it  were,  in  feTiew  before  'us.  *  To  protect 
this,  or  toase^U  <U8,  a  email  part  eiily  of  their,  Aaval 
:fi>roe  will  be  liiked  ju^esa  ihe  Atlantic  'The  diiiigen 
(o  which  the  elements  eznoae  diem  here  are  too  wdl 
knowii,«andthe  graater  aangera  to-whioh  ihtjf  would 
be  exposed  at  heme,  woie any. general  cal&mity  toin-; 
▼oWe  their  Whole  fleet.  They  ean  attack  «s  by -detach- 
ment enly ;  jdid.  it  will  BU^ace  Uf  maki  oufsefres  equjil 
to  what  ^7  may  detach,  ^ven  a  sinallar  force,  than 
they  may  Jl^ch,  will  be  ^  rendered  ^ual  or  suiMirior 
by  Uie  quickness  with  which  any  chticlp  may  be  repaired 
with  us,  wlule'loeses  with  therm  i?^ill  be  irrepariible  till 
too  late. 

"  A  smal^  naval  force  then  is  sufficffent  for  ns,  and-  a 
small  one  is  necesf^ary.  What  thip  should  be,*I  will 
not  undertake  to  iay.  I  yrill  only  ^ay,  it  should  by  no 
means  be  so  great  as  we  are  able  to  make  it.  Siippeae 
the  million  of  dollars,  or  jS3(K),00p  pounds,  which  Vir- 
gitiia  cOuld  annually  spar^  without  distfess,  to  he  ap- 
plied to  the  creatii\g  a  liavy.  A  single  year's  contri- 
bution' would  build,  )Bquip,  man,  and  send  to  sea,  a  for«|B 
which  should  oany*  300  gumr.  The  rest  of  the  Cun- 
Ssderacy,  exerting  thamselvea  in'  the  same  proportion,' 
would  equip  in  ^e  aame  time  l,fM)0  gund  mere.  8o< 
that  one  jw*b  contHbntions,  would  aet  up  abavy-of 
1,800  guns.    *       •        '     ^ .  '  *     ' 

'*  The  British  ahips-of-thi^iine  average  7Q  guns ;  their 
fi-igates  38;— 1,000  guns  then  would  form  a  dr%t  of  ^ 
ships,  18  of  whttk  might  be  of  the  line,  and  t%  fHgates., 
Allowing  eight  men,  the  British  average/for  every  guii, 
their  annual  expense,  including  Bubsistence,'clo^iftg,* 
pay,  and  ordinary  repairs,  wpuM  be  abont  ^1,2&0  pt 
every  gun,  or  $9;304,000  for  the  whole!  I  staie  this 
only  as'  one  year's' possible  exertion,  withot  deddiug. 
whethejT  more  or  lass  than  a  year's  exertion  should  be 
thus  applied.^' 

The  circumstauces  under  which  these  two  great 
men  delivered  the:»e  two  variant  opinions' were 
not  less  difi*ereQt  tlia'a  the.  circumstaQces  under 
which  they^  were  formed.  The  first  v^as  ^iven 
under  the  irritation  of  oppps'ltion  and  ip  the  heat 
of  debatel  The  latter  sprung  from  the  asyluoi 
sacred  to  patrioiism  und  pbilosuphy.,  l*he  early 
habits  of  jibe  first  were  .formed  in  a  country  far 
removed  from  nautical  views,  but  where  indeed 
the  use  of  the  bayonet  was  well  understood.  The 
latter  had  iusi  had  the  American  Revolution  jn 
review  before  him,  uayj  piore,  he  hfid  beeua  bi^y 


gctor;  yes,  he  had  witnessed  that  a  British  force, 
confined  to  .their  Works  iu  New  York,  by  Qenerai 
Washirigton,  with  the 'aid  of  a  small  roarrne, 
could  tend  adetachuienl  to  Petersburg*  and  Rich- 
.mond  hiYicgiliia  ;  and  if  those  townjs  did  not  ex- 
perience the  destructive  e;ffectof  fire,  as  all  the 
tobacco  in  tb^m  did,'it  was  owrng  tvthe  m^rCY 
of  the- enemy.  He' had  seen  Cornwallis  march 
triumphantly  from  Chestertown  ^to  Vii^in'ia.  A- 
French  fleet  came  to  our  aid,  gave  us  the  com- 
inand  of  the  water,  and  the,  laurels  were  shoru 
from  (he  brow  of^this  popular  British  QeueraVaud 
iitms«lf  made  captive.  Here  then,  we  hire  a 
niouutaii^  view,  opposed  to  a  watet  prospect — 
theofff  to^ezperieu^e.  ,  I  txustlshall  not  be  cfonsid- 
ered  as  preaomtug  too  i^iucii  io-  deciding  in  fayor 
of  the.  practieal  opioioo.  A  land  a*my^*  therefore, 
is  aOt  the  shiest  instimpent  for  defence i  but  the 
sea  is  the  element  on  wWch  ^  should  meet  an 
European  euemy.  Let  us  jthen;  coimt  the  cost. 
Will  uayal'equtpmept  be  mere  costly  thaa  an 
army  ?  The  argument  of  my  friend  frpm  South 
Caroliua  (Mr.  Cbev^u)  is  'unafisWerable-on  that 
heUd.' .  ^e  has,  I  bjBlieve,  purposely  omitted  ooe 
fact  in  corfoboraiion^^f  his. statement  forme.  I 
win  supply  i  t  as  well  as  I  caa.  I(  1$  this :  that  the 
.ezperieooe.of  the  British  nation  retrospectively 
canfiriBs  his  view,, as  to  the  QQmpaialhre  fxp^nse 
between  land  and  naTgl equipment;  -  ^ 

From  the  British  State. pa peVs^  as  recorded  in 

the  AnnlMtl'ilegistery  the  Naval  expenditure  was, 

for  a  series^  ofseven  years,  as  follows : 

For  yehr  1760— vol.  8,  p.  iai— Naty       -  .$8;640,060 

'.    Bo.  '  .  do*  Army      -     l,a8»748 

Do,  ynA.  6,  p.  I6(X— Navy     '  -    .    800,000 

.    .    Do.  ^doi  Away   •  *     8^0,1)00 

Po.  do.*  Ordnance        738»7I6 

.  Po,  Tok  6,  p.  175— Navy       -     3,408,777 

Po.  .  do.       .         Army      -     3,053.476 

.     Do.  vol  7,  p.  167— Navy       -     I;a02i2a9 

Do..  do.  Army "    -  ^  >,»40,?6l 

.  The  Annual  R^ister^for  the  year  1786,  states 
ibat  Ihe  expendituresr-perhaps  I  ougfht  to  say, 

Fot  thf  year  1786— Navy        .  . '    .        .  $1,800,000 

Do.  ^'  .   Am^       r.  .    -        *     1,600,000 

'  Do.  ..Ordnance-^      -    ^  -        348,000 

.      Do.         178T--Navy        •  ,    -        - .  8,886,000 

Do.  .  Aimy        -        -  ^     -     1»876,287 

po.  ^Ordnance-        -    .-      .338,676, 

D<l.         17g8— Navy        -'  .  -        -    '3,«1,4Q7 

^    Po.    .  Army       -        -    .   -     3,046,813 

Do.  Ordnance-        -'.    -    >   437,707 

Do.     '  •  naO^Navy        -        -       - .   2,338,570 

bo.  Army    .    -   *    ^'      -     1,917,062 

Do.  Ordnance -.  .    -        -     •  459,444 

Do.*       itOl— Navy        -,      .        -     4.008,405 

Do.  Army       -        -        -'     1,907,237 

Do<  Ordnance-        *        -        151,000 

For  a  series  of  five  years,  i|t  that  period,  begin- 

hiog  with  179$,  w,e  have  the  following:  . '  ^ 

For  th^ year  17815,  p.  17l-W«vy      -        -  $5^,000 

Do.     '        do*         .    Army     -        -     3^773,534 

'     Po.  do.  .  '        Ordnance  .      -  '  2.321,000 

Do.         1796,  p.   82— Navy      -        -     5,720,000 

'Dp.  do.  Navy  ordnance    .    024,162 
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Bo. 

do.             Amy     .^     -.    6,194,462 

Do. 

.  \  do.     V        >Arm)rordiane^     1,744,471 

Do. 

1798,  p.   38— Navy      •*       •' 10,538)000 

Do. 

'.     do.           '  Army     -    .•-    10,U2,000 

Do. 

do.             Oidauico    .   -'   l,991;e00 

Do. 

,  iaO<i,  p.   20-^lirayy      -  •   :  -   U,6J9,000 

Do. 

do.           .  Anny     -.      .   Ii;B70,000 

Da. 

do.-       .     Ordnance        *     i^dl  6,000 

Do. 

1801,  p.  3«— Nkyy      -'.  '    -   15,800,000 

Do. 

do.     r        Army      -        -   15;900,000 

Do.. 

do.             Ordnance        ^     1,7^8,000 

No  one  will  q'oestioD  tl^e  safety  with  which  te- 
Jifttice  may  be  placed  on  jhe  BriciBh  expenditure 
for  land  and  naval  purposes.  To  aid  this  view^  I 
will-observe  tbat^inimanjr  iDstanced  of 'the  sup- 
plies the  estimate  ap)>ea>s  to  have  been  made  at 
£4 .per  mOoth  for  each  man,  whjether  in  the  land ' 
oV  sea  service.  Is.  ft  necessary  to  eall  the  atten- 
tion of  Ihe  conimiuee'  to  the  fact,  that  in  the 
oourse*  of  years  r^yiewedf  the  British,  nftvy  has 
been  every  .^ft^re'  ^uctiessAil ;  her  army  oftlf  oc- 
casionally so.    If'ihen  the  ^zperieoef  of  tl)^e  past 

V  and  the  best  estimate  ai  the  futare,-  evijice  that 
Q8val  equipment  is  not  mdrc  pdstlythau  fand 
equipment,  and  since  «o  army  is  occt  the  safi^st 
instrument  of  defence,  we.  are  l^d'^o  ioqnire  into 
its  effect  or  appRcability  to  our  situation..  If-thp 
Tie»r  be  tak^'  aa  some  have  dtfne,  that  the  fofce 
you  afi  to  provide  js  to  gite  addicioiTal  security 
to  edmmerce^  then  indeed  v«re  'Argument  uftne- 
eessary  as  it  it(  selfr^evident,  that  regimesls  ar^ 
altogether  ioefficicirt  for  that  objec^/  I/ limited 
to  my  view,  namely,  for  the  defeoce  of  olir  scst. 
eoasts,  iheshojres  of  auc'bays  and  rivers,  and  for 
the  protectYon  of  that  j^reift) highway  that  4ies  be- 
tween Orleans  and  idaine,  the" tteonli'ar  applica- 
tion of  naval  fei'ce  is  almost  a?  apparept.  "Sake 
a  view.oT  the  seacmi^t,  its  extent,  the  numher  and 
boldness  of  its  rivers,  and  it  will  point  at  once  to 
the  kind  of  force  necessary  for  its  proieetion. 
That  vieV  will  show  you  alsathe  extent  of  the~ 
interest.at  state  which  it  is  the  duty  ofthe  Gov-* 
eminent  to  defend.  I  thank  the  gbAtlema[n  from 
Kentucky  (Mr."  McKee)  for  hi«  ealcutatioa.*  I 
did  act  hear  him 'accurately,  but  have  na  doubt 
of  its  correctaess.  )fe  cam^  to  this  result :.  wUh  the 
huildingtwenty  shipsH)f-the-Iiire  and  forty  frigates, 
you  would,  at  ti^e  end  of  the  war,  be  980,000,000 

^  m  debt.  Jidm'u  it.  On  jour  seacoast  and  rivers 
you  have  not  less  than  nfteen  or  twenty  towns, 
worth  OB  an  averaife  the  sum  of  $$O^QOO,dOO.'  To 
save  one  then  would  compensate  the' expense,  and 
my  objei^t  includes  besides  al(  the  farniM  atud  farm- 
houses, to  say  nothing  of  the  tiVes  of  their  inhab-- 
itants,  whitsh  would  be  of  equal,  and  I  believe 
jpreater, amount  in  value  than  all  thetowns.  .There 
18  then  left  the  colisting  trade,  which,  as  within 
the  mark,'!  will  state  at  d80,000,00a  How  then 
stands  the  calcuhitioa  of  the  enemies  of  our  sys- 
tem? How  ereat  the  saving  over  the  cost?*  And 
on  us  is  the  duty  to  make  i(.  My  district  strik- 
ingly evinces  the  ihefficieney  of  bilyonet  defenee. 
TJiere  is  within  its  bounds  more  waterHhanland ; 
and  youiiabnocgo.five  miles In^bu^  fiew directions 
without  meeting  with  navigable  water  ;  nay^  sir, 
my  State  exemplifies  it    We  count  in  ojur  bounds 


^  the  expanded  bos6m  lOf  the  Chesj^peake,  the  bold 
tide  of  the  Potomac,  navigable  one  hondred  miles 
into  the  interior  of  ^he  Stale ;  the  James  rtrer  as 
extensive;  the  RappahaonocJc  and  Ywk  but  lic- 
tie  inferior,  leaving  out  of  vieW  ihe  lesser  inlets. 
Thi^  view  Is  stronger,  When  we  consider  the  kind 
of  war  we  shall  be  eng^d  in.  Conquest,  as  relalei 
to  Great  Britain  at  least,  is  allowed  to  be  out  of 
the  question.    What  other  kind  of  war  then  wifl 
she  carry  on?    A  preda^bry  one.     Her  floating 
.  force Vin  corn'mepceat  Boston  or  fpriher North;, 
^  if  you  are  fpund  prepared,  the  enemy  will  move 
on  to  the  first  assailable  point — when  f  oar  force 
have  followed  her  thbre,'8he  will  Abaadna  aa  ex-> 
hausted  place  for  on e^ more  abundant  in  pkider. 
Beia^  led  this,  dance^  to  the  southernmost  ptaat, 
you  may  then  be  led  th&  dance  back  again.   Is 
this  ^himesica^'?    The  experience  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  proves  it.. '  For  they  then  first  pos- 
sessed Boston — driven  from  thence,  ibey  eamc  to 
New  Yorkj' from  which  place  thek  oAsalsape- 
riority  enabled  the^i^  tO'  send   detach  meats  id 
Charleston,  Virginia,  Sua, 
.  Extremes-  are  not^ always  the  safeac  mode  of 
reasoning  ;  but  In  this^case,  the  view  U  exkibiu 
is  a'strrking  ona*  ^upppse4he  UaitedSutcs  to 
1)6  At  war  witbont  a  single  ship.   .The  smallest 
vessel  may*  iasutt  and  injpre  yoa  in   all  your 
waters  fand  for  this  I  refer,  to  tfare  British  sloop 
in  Charleston,  and  the  Cambrian  in  New  TorL 
claiming  jarisdictfon  in  yout  very  harbors;  asi 
I  am  sura  all  who  are  within  the  hearing  of  my 
voice  anticipate  before  I  name  it,  the  fatal coose- 
(j^ence  t6  one  American  citizen  at  least.    This 
total  imbecility  on  the  water  is  strongly  exem^- 
fied  in  the  history  of  China ;  permit  me  to  read 
.an  extract  taken  from  a  newspaper : 
'  ^  Tha  excellent  policy  ft  a  great  nation's  being  do- 
titQtef  of  a  navy  is  stnkmg^^  exempliiisd  la  Chios. 
Here  two  or  three  millions  of  peoplfe  ^e  kept  in  ooa- 
tiivaal  awe  and  oonstemation  from  the  msniidas  oa 
their  coast,  'who  bend  aiSd  carry  afi*their  wives  sod  chil- 
dren ;  stop  all  the  vnarmed  vessels  they  mest  is  th^ 
jrivers  of  that  fine  country,  and  ^lage  and  plnadcr  al- 
most wiUxooft  resistance.  'Even  some  of  the  Chinese 
are  themselves  obliged  to  6o-operate  with  them,  or  at 
least  vender  them  assistance  by  forhearing  to  oppose 
for  their  own- pteserration.    Now  a  few  frigate*  mold 
he.  more  than  sufficient  to  sHenoe  all  these  piratksl 
ladrooes;  but  ^ey  tiave  too  mach  o^the  Ameiican  sa- 
politic  poliior  for  such  expense ;  not  will  tfaey  wantoolj 
eapend  one  dollar  for  naval  defenes ;  thoagh  ten  woald 
he  saved  in  oonsequence  of  it" 

We  haife  some' neighbors  in  ^t^  Domingo,  and 
elsewliere  in  the  West  Indies,  who  know  bow  to 
make  as  aood  ladrooes  as  are  made  ia  tbe  Chinese 
seas;  and  when  we  shall  become  totally  defence- 
less, it  is  hot  probable  ^at  their  talents  will  be 
unemployed  and  their  powers  inert. 
'  This'iapt  il5>not  dependent  on  this  scram  hoi  is 
known  to  evei^  man  cou versanti  with  that  eonn- 
itf.  I  am  just  presented  with  a  note  from  a  gea- 
tleman,  saying,  at  this  time  aa  Americha  captain 
fro^  Newport'is  engaged  by  that  immense  em- 

{>ire'.as  a  defender  against  those  lad  rones.  I  am 
ed  to  another  view  of  the  subject  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleqian  from  Kentucky^  <^f*  ^^* 
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Kbe,)  who  said  that  one  eoooty  near  Baltimore 
could  pay  more  taxes  than  the  whole  State  of 
Ohio.  Now  tales  are  the  sinews  of  war.  (should 
thank  (he  gentleman,  if  he  would  calculate  the  loss 
that  mi^ht  be  drawn  from  the  seaboard  by  a  con- 
temptible  floating  force.  And  here  the  resources 
of  the  nation  would  not  only  be  lost  to  your  Own 
Treasury,  but  they  would  be  applied  in  aid  of  the 
resoarces  of  your  enemy.  I  have  shown  you  how 
assailable  we  kre.  on'  the  seaboard.  The  tempta- 
tion to  plunder  h  admitted.  Will  you  then  dis- 
regard your  duty  aild  leave  us  unprotected  ?  I 
feel  strong  in  the  appeal  to  this  House,  that  they 
will  extend  to  us  a  portion  of  th«  strength  of  the 
nation.  ,        * 

It  is  not  In  mftn  to  be  perfect.    Complete  pro- 
tectioik  is  not  asked ;  but  we  hope  not  to  be 
reduced  to  th6  humiliating  conditton  of  being 
deemed  unworthy  of  public;^  protection.    As  to 
the  quantum  of  defence/ the  argument  of  the 
|;entUman  from  South  CarolinaJiMr.  Cheves.) 
IS  Yelied  on  as  unanswerable.    What^  sir,  if  it 
cost  you  $80,000,000,  shall  it  deter  you  wheu  \% 
has  been  shown  that  more  than  twenty  times^ 
$80,000,000.  will  be  saved  by  it !    But  Great^  Brit- 
ain  has  a  thousand  ships}  cries  every  opposing 
tongue — a  thousand  ships,  perhaps,  swim  on  the 
imagination  of  every  one  that  is  silent.    Sir,  I 
accord  yfxih.  my  friend  from   Pennsylvania,  or* 
rather,  perhaps,  1  ought  to  say  ladmire  his  mag- 
nanimity in  giving  his  enemy  the  praise  opbrav- 
ery  and  of  skill.     Will  he  not,  with  me,  look  to  the 
monument  at  the  NavyTard;  to*  the  fate  of  Sbmers 
and  Israel?    Ntust  we  be  reminded  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia, attacked  under  the  walls  of  Tripoli  by  a 
third  or  fourth  of  the  force?  which  defended  her  ? 
Shall  I  bring  to  his  recollection  the  bombardment 
of  *rripoli  by^  one  frigate  and  a  few  gunboats,  or 
the  final  efiect  which  our  few  frigates  produced 
on  that  Power,  compared  with  that  of  the  Neapo- 
litans, with,  I  believe,  four  ships-of-the-line?    I 
trust  that  these  instances  will  suffice  as  proof  to 
my  friend,  that,  if  the  British  are  br^ve.hrs  coun- 
trymen are  equally  so.    Since  we  are  led  to  this 
nation  and  its  thousand  ships  by  my  friend,  let 
us  consider  her  conduct  at  the  period  of  the  Span- 
ish  Armada.    Its  particular  number  is  dot  ma- 
terial ;  but  It  was  styled  by  British  Historians  in- 
Tincible.    Did  the  British  natfon  then,  headed  by 
a  woman, submit?  No, sir.^  The  s^uel  is  known — 
a  tempest  came,  and  the  armament  was  destroyed. 
Had  Britain  then  a  population  to  support  and  de- 
fend her  seagirt  frontier  greater  than  America  ? 
No.     if,  indeed,  there  is  no  help;for  us,  but  in  a 
blast  from  Heaven  to  disperse  th^se  one  thousand 
ships,  let  us  take  the  counsel  in  the  fable,  and  first 

fut  our  shoulder's  to  the  wheel,  and  then  call  on 
feaven,  and  this  appeal  I  will  join,  in  confidence 
chac  a  free  people  are  the  peculiar  care  of  Heaven. 
IVith  unequal  sail,  let  me  follow  in  the  wake  of 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  argument 
ms  drawin  from  the  number  of  British  ships.  He 
gave  yOo  their  stations,  and  asked,  from  which 
eould  the  fbrce  be  spared  to  detach  to  these  seas. 
I  w^oold  ask  at  what  time,  in  what  instances,  has 
she  been  able  to  make  distant  detachments,  and 
IStbCoN.  IstSESs.— 28 


what  have  been  the  number  ?  Lord  Nelson  went 
up  the  Mediterranean  with,  I  think,  fifteen  sail-of- 
the-line — a  French  flejet  that  efiected  the  capture 
of  Corn  wall  is,  was,  I  think  twenty  j  yet  it  was 
months  before  Great'Britain  eould  collect  in  these 
seas  a  force  to  compete  with  De  Grasse.  It  .will 
be  better  to  refer  to  tbe  memory  of  gentlemen 
than  to  fatigue  them  with  multiplied  instatices. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  seven  millrons  of  freemen 
are  not  capable  of  defending  themselves. 

Thus^  sir,  in  a  desultory  way,  I  have'eiven  you 
some  of  my  views  on  this  subject,  not  all,  because 
I  have  thought  much  ;  but  the  want  of  habit  does 
not  enable  me  to  condense  or  arrange  my  views : 
my  feelings  tell  me  I  have  bcc  upied  my  portion 
of  your  (ime. 

[^OTk.— It  was  intended  to  have  compared  the  ez-% 
penditure  for  the  British  navy,  which  is  understood  to 
be  for  the  last  years  $17,200,000,  with  th^  expenditure 
of  the  French  army,  which  is  believed  to  be  $40,000,000. 
:  { By  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  it  appears  that  a 
regiment  pf  infantry  witl  cost,  per  annum,  $167,031. 
Do  of  cavali^^  $273,506.  A  74.gap  ship  will  cost  for 
same  time,  by  report  of  the .  Secrefaiy  of  the  Navy, 
$202,110.] 

Mr.  M^TCHiLL  said,  he  addressed  the'Oommit- 
tee  under  impressions  of  great  diffidence,  after  so 
full  an  elucidation  as  the  subject  had  received, 
particularly  from  his  honorable  friend  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill,  TMl 
Chevks.)  who  had  supported  it  with  cogent  rea- 
sonings*; and  his  other  honorable  friend,  (Mr. 
Bassett,)  who  had  maintained  its  expediency  bv 
perspicuous  statements.  I  should  have  been  wiU 
ling,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  remain  silent  on  this  oc-  • 
casion;  but  coming,  as  I  do,  from  the  principal 
seat  of  commerce  in  this*  nation,  and  being  the 
immediate  representative  of  its  greatest  mercan-. 
tileemportuiQ,  I  feel  a  more  than  usualimpulse 
to  make  kno#n  to  you  mv  sentiments  on  the. 
question.  If,  in  so  doing,  I  shairnot  pursue  an 
even  course,  but  appear  somewhat  immethodical 
and  desultory  in  mv  remarks,  it  will,  I  trust,  be 
ascribed  in  part  to  the  difficulty  of  selecting  topics 
not  already  toached  upon  and  exhausted.  For  the 
laborers  who  have  gone  before  me  with  their 
sickles,  have  so  completely  gathered  the  harvest, 
that  I  consider  myself  but  an  humble  gleaner  in 
,the  field. ,  .  • 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  contains  sev- 
eral distinct  propositions  for  increasing  the  naval 
power  of  this  nation.  The  two  prominent  fea- 
tures which  it  exhibits,  are,  firsl,  the  repairing  of 
suc^  public  ships  and  vessels  as'  now  lie  in  ordi- 
naryj  and  rendering  them  fit  for  service;  and, 
secondly,* an  augmentation  of  our  floating  force, 
by  constructing  a  number  of  line-of-batiU  ships, 
and  additional  frigates.  The  'other  provisions  of 
the  bill,  as  to  men,  money,  and  docks,  are  merely  ' 
incidents  to  theffreat  objects  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  sections.  As  the  whole  bill  is  open 
to  animadversion,  and  as  its  principle  has  been 
discussed  at  great  length,  I  shall  hither  direct  the 
observations  1  have  to  offer  to  the  chief  subject  of 
naval  increase,  than  to  matters  of  detail  in  its 
modifications* 
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The  people  whom  we  represent  here,  in  this 
House,  may  hy. called  emphatically  &  commercial 
people,  All  of  them,  and  mor6  especially  the 
eastern  and  northern  portions  of  the  inhabitants, 
have^  deep  interest  in  the  use  and  employment 
of  the  ocean.  Their  land  is  the  more  valuable  on 
account  of  its  contiguity  to  that  highway  of  na- 
tions. They  haVe  availed  themselves  of  their  sit- 
uation to  educate  expert  merchants  and  oaviga- 
t9rs.  They  are  owners  of  vessels  and  cargoes; 
and  these,  together,  with  theif  persons,.they  ex- 
pose on  the  tempestuous  waves;  dispositions  of 
this  character  marked  the  infancy  of  the  Colo- 
Dial  settlements.  Even  while  •confined  witl^in 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  master  Govern- 
ment over  his  provinces,  they  gave  admirable 
proofs  of  their  knowledge  and  adroitness  in  almost 
everything  that  related  to  trade  and  shipping.* 

Thus,  a  commercial  spirit  was  interwoven,  as  it 
were,  with  their  original  stamina.  Wh&t  th^y 
first  acquired  by  practice,  was  perpetuated  by  im- 
itation. To  this  'day,  it  is  cherished  by  habit ;:by 
continuance,  it  has  become  necessary  tQ  them,  a^ 
a  sort  of  second  nature.  This  tendency  of  their 
mind  was  strengthened  by  the  freedom  of  the.  in- 
stitutions under  which  they  lived ;  amd,  before 
the  lapse  of  half  a  century,  from  their  landing  in 
thescj climes,  they  disputed  fiercely  with  their 
governors  about  patronage  and  prerogative.  In 
process, of  time,  attempts  were  made  to  t^x  their 
commerce  without  their  consent,  and  to  levy  mo- 
ney upon  them,'jiot  voted  by  representatives  of 
their  own  ehoosing.  They  resisted.;  they  appeal- 
ed to  arms.  The  duties  on  glass,  painters' colors, 
and  tea^  were  not  oppressive  in  their  amouQt;  but., 
being  wrong  in  principle,  our 'predecessors,  unal- 
terably attached  to  a  free  Jurisprudence,  and  a 
free  trade,  declared  magnanihiously  that  they 
would  not  tolerat^  the  encroachment^.  They 
adopted  the  maxim  of  principiis  obata^  of  oppos- 
ing tyranny  at  it^s  onset.  They  made  early,  oppo- 
8iiion,'and  their  Resistance  was  efiectual. 

The  quarrel  which  terminated  in  the  Reitolu- 
tioB  was  thus  the  offspring  of  a  misunderstanding, 
principally  commercial;  and, indee<J, grounded  in 
commercial  restrictions.  And  I  mention  it  to 
demoij^strate  the  temper  and  feeling  of  our  people, 
while  yet  in  the  Colonial  condition,  upon  this 
important  point.  That  was  a  contest  upon  a. pre- 
cautionary idea,  and  undertaken  less  from  any 
injury  actually  sustaiiied,  than  from  oppression 
apprehended. 

Independence  was,  nevertheless,  attained,  and 
our  citizens  were  .thereby  emancipated  from  their 
provincial  thraldom.  Immediately,  th^y  became 
more  commercial  than  ever;  they  quicjtly.doubled 
the  stormy  Cape^  and  made  visits  to  India  and 
China— they  braved  the  billows^  and  bade  defi- 
ance to  the  tempests — they  proved  themselves' 
daring,  and  intrepid,  almost  beyond  example. 
Shall  I  attempt  a  few  sketches  in  the  maritime 
history  of  these  ^ons  of  Lberty  ?  They  wield  the 
axe  hetter  than  any  other  people;  they  yanqttish 
the  statel/  tenants  of  the  forests,  and  subject  the 
oak.  and  the  pine,  and  the  cedar,  and  the  locust, 
to  their  poWer;  thejr  model  and  construct  ships 


more  skilfully  Uian  any  nation  oa  tlie  globe.  I 
quote  the  naval  architects  of  New  York,  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  and  Charleston,  jo  proof 
of  my  assertion.  The  excellence  of  their  struc- 
tures, whether  you  regard  their  burden  or  their 
speed,  i^  without  a  parallel  in  a.acient  or  modern 
times.  Nor  are  bur  countrymeo  deficient  in  the 
management  and*  direction  of  such  floating  ma- 
chines. They  can  spring  a  cable  and  weigh  an 
anchor  more  expertly  thap  the  tra^-atiaotic  saii- 
ors;  they  can  hand,  reef,  and  steer  better;  tbey 
can  perform  a  prescribed  piece  of  service  quicker; 
they  equal  the  niost  able  of  the  Xoreiffn  mariners 
in  expedients  to  lessen  (he  daOgers  of  thesionn^ 
and  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  horroisof  a 
lee-shore.  Their  activity  .  has  really  wrpa|bt 
wonders.  While  some  of  them  are  exploring 
high  latitudes  for  a  Southern  contioeat,  another 
has  takeri  possession  (Crusoe^like)  of  the  remote  I 
island  of  Tristan  d'Apunba ;  while  a  third  teacba 
.  the  arts  of  civilization  to  the  natives  of  the  SaoJ- 
wiqh  Islands,  and  a  fourth  plants  the  seeds  of  em- 
pire on  the  banks  of  the  Northwesterii  Coliunbia. 
To  belt'ttie  globe,' is  become  with  thero  a  com- 
mon feat,  an  ordinary  act  of  commercial  mifiL 
The  ^andal-wood  of  the  Fejee  islands,  the  pearls 
of  the  Carolinas,  and  the  biiche  de  mer  of  the 
Philippines,  are  sought  afrnqst  as  familiarly  as  the 
productions  of  the  West  Indies.  If  ihey  find 
force  necessary^io  carry  oa  that  commerce,  they 
^pply  that  force,i  remove  difficu^lties  abroad  ia 
their  own  'Way,  and  excjte  no  inquiriei  at  home 
about  tbeic  proceedings.  By  indivrdaal  effort  t&e 
science  of  physical  geography  and  the  art  of  clr- 
cum Navigation,  are  as  nsiich  improved  now-a- 
days,  and  in  this  country^  as  they  have  hereiofore 
been  by  the  munificence  of  nations*^  even  with 
European  monarchs  at  their  head.  And,  what  15  ^ 
worthy  of  particular  notice  in  these  voyages,  they  | 
who  engage,  in  them  |)erfectly  know  how  corios- 
ity  may  be  blended  with  profit,  and  how  ibe  air, 
the<  water,  and  the  earth,  may  be  so'Iaid  ooder 
contribution  as  to  a^ord  them  a  rich  reward  fat 
their  toils.^ 

I  have  heard  it  said,  that  the  revolatiooaTf  Con- 
gress had  conceived,  as  soon  as  the  individual 
States  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  surrender  the 
impost  then  belonging  to  them,  a  duty  of  five  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  would  defray  all' the  needfal 
expenses  of  the  General  Government.  All  ihetr 
calculations  of  future  income  rented  upon  com- 
merce. The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  uoder 
which  we  are  now  by  God's  bleissiag  assemhledy 
appear  to  have  entertained  similar  views  of  the 
system  of  revenue.  This  may  be  inferred,  from 
the  power  expressly  given  to  Congress  **lo  regii- 
late  commerce."  And  .this,  sif,  is  not  a  dormant 
power,  like  that  granted, but  never  exercised,  ""'to 
fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures."  It 
has  been  often  the  object  oHegislative  enactmeat. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  weighty  and  important  con- 
cessions of  power  that  that  incomparable  instru- 
ment confers.  I  conceive  the  authors  of  this 
Constitution  to  have  been  the  loj-ds  of  the  soil,  and 
the  true  representatives  of  the  landed  interest. 
They  were  not  a  conventioa  of  professed  mer- 
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ehiQts ;  bot  merely  an'  aisembly  of  ^(itlemen 
with  coiftmercial  feelings.  They  have  lei^  one 
of  the  strongest  proofs  of  this  that  was  eter  re-' 
corded,  by  ptohibitbg  Cdogress  Trom  laying  a 
duty  on  exports.  Thus'tbat  patriotic  body,  with 
a' jealous  Yigiianee  and  foresight,  took  eih'e  of  the 
asfricQltnre  and  the  oommerce  of  their  country. 
Knowing  the  connexion  between  these  two  great 
branches  of  human  enterprise,  in  natuteand  in 
fact,  they  woold  not  serer  them  in  practice  nor 
even  in  theory ;  and  for  the  most  valid  reasons 
that  can  be  conceived.  Agriculture  has  been  de-* 
dared  .40  be  the  mistress,  and  Commerce  the  hand-^ 
maid.  Yet  the  correctness  of  tius  may  welt  be 
questioned.  Their  relation  is  of  another  kind; 
more coasanguineous and  more  intimate.  I  should 
rather  pronounce,  ibem  to  -be,  sisters ;  that  tbe 
sisters  were  of  twin  connexion^  and' that  Agri- 
culture had  the  advantage  of  Commerce  only  in 
tde  circumstanae  of  being  the  elder-born. '  Away 
then  with  that  politicttl  error  which  disjoins  ties 
and  affinities  so  intimate  as  these ! 

The  Coflsiitmion  also*  |»eslows  upon  us  the 
powar  to  btiild  and  employ  a  navy ;  intending,  no 
doubt,  thereby  to  afford  a  safeguard  to  that  prop- 
erty and  those  person^^who  were  -embarked  in 
commerce*  i  It  was  perfectly  plafn ;  that,  rapacity 
and  violence  had  not  deserted  the  earth  ;  tbat  un- 
protected wealth  woul;!, tempt  the  hand  of  cupid- 
ity'; and  thae>  the  weak  would  occasionally,  ia> 
these  days  of  refinenMUt,  as  in  4he  ruder  times  of 
yore,  be  mkde  the  pre/  of  the  strong.  .  Letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal^  were  therefore  authojized 
upon  proper  oc&asions ;  and  rules  coneetning  cap- 
tures were  Intrusted  to  our  legislative  discretion. 

FuUy  possessed  of  all  this  knowledge  and  all 
this  power,  ihe  people  of  the  Vnited  States  have 
been  remarkably  pacific ;  they  have  been  more 
than  pacific ;  they  have  acted  under  a  persuasion 
that  other  nations  would  be  equally  pacific,  at 
least  towards  them.  Our  citizens  have  entertained 
too  good  an  opinion  of  mankind;  and  in  conse- 
quence, they  have  fallen  alone  and.  helpless  into 
the  dens  of  thieves  and  sharpers.  They  have  ad* 
▼eutured  with  larg:e  sums  of  money  in  their  pur- 
sesy  among  pirates  atid  ruffians,  without  pistols 
and  side-arms  of  any  sort  to  derend  themselves, 
Liike  the  feeble^  good  humored  and  forgiving, 
everywhere  they  have  been  kidnapped,  and  plun- 
dered in  all  quarters.  The  millions  and  hundreds 
of  millions  that  have  been  thUs  unlawfully  seized, 
^nrould  have  ruined  any-  people  but  our  own;  But 
a  productive  soil^  worked  by  industrious  hands, 
repairs  losses  with  amazing  quickness.  From 
this  sourceuc  is,  that-such  immense  depredations 
have  not  exhausted  m  entirely.  The  waste  of 
plQndei'has  been  great;  but  the  efforts  of  repro- 
duction has  been  greater.  It  have  been  urged,  sir, 
that  the  hazards  of  trade  may  be  j^uarded  against 
by  insurance.  By  paying  a  premium  adequate  to 
the  risk,  an  adventufer  can  secure  the  sum  tnen- 
tioned  in  his  policy  aniinjit  individuals  or  com^ 
paoies  who  Would  make  good  his  foss.  This  is 
indeed  true;  and  such  operations  are  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  mep  of  bustbess.  But  in  the 
eye  of  a  statesman  of  a  sovereigUy  it  is  equalljr  & 


loss  to  the  country,  wfiether  the  underwriter  or 
the  assured  shall  be  obliged  to  bear  it.  In  either 
case,  there  is  so  much  taken  out  of  the  country ; 
there  is  so  much  minus  in  the  great  national  ac* 
ftouht-^and  the  process  may  be  carried  so  far  as 
to  be  ruinous  40  both  parties.  I  wish  to  steer  my 
course  free  and  clear  of  such  roclcs  anc^  breakers 
as  these. '  If  the  Treasury  now  contained  but  half 
the  sum  of  the  property  burned,  sequestered,  de* 
tained,  condemned,  exacted  for  costs,  charges  and 
f^esj  and  wrun^  from  the  owners  unoer  some  foul 
pretext  -or  Other,  we  shpuld  possess  more  by  half 
than  is  required  to  provide  for  the  decent  protec- 
tion of  our  cotnmerce.        *^ 

We  are  told,  Nevertheless,  that  if  the  (racks  of 
the  ocean,  in  addition  ta  their  usual  dangefrs,  are 
so  beset  with  enemies,  it  js  best  to  keep  out  of 
harm's  way  by  staying  at  home.  This  experi* 
meat,  has  already  been  tried.  An  embargo  of 
fourteen  months  was  abandoned  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  impossibility  of  enforcins^ .  it.  The 
people,  it  second,  must  and  would  trade.  Many 
would  adventure ;  no  restraints  could  biiid  them. 
They  proceeded  to  sea  without  the  accustomed 
doCuinents,  and  the  courtesy  of  the  British  gave 
the  runaways  a  favorable  reception. 

Our  people,  as  I  said  before,, are  bred  to  com* 
merce.  They  are 'devoted  to  navigation ;  barter 
and  sale  are  their  delight.  *  The  spirit  of  builqess 
warms  xhetn.  Whether  permitted  or  not,  certain 
portions  of  them  will  go  abroad  in  quest  of  better 
fortune.  Nothing  that  I  know,  not  despotism  it- 
self, will  induce  them  to  surrender  their  birth- 
right,*  the  privilege  of  ploughing  {he  qcean  for  a 
market. 

It  is  not  now  the  questioii,  whetlier  ourbonstft- 
uents  shall  be  a  ooromercial  people  or  not.  That 
die  has  lon^  ago  been  cast.  We  are  so :  and  the 
dispute  which  at  present  agitates  us,  is  a  nullity, 
if  we  do  no't  intetad  to  continue  so.  If  I  was  to 
engage  as  Plato  did,  in  fraimiBg  a  constitution  for 
an  idoal.  Republic,  or  after  the  manner  of  More, 
delineate  the  form  of  an  Utopian  government,  I 
do  not  affirm  that  I  would  exclude  external  com- 
merce. .But  the  visionary  schemes  of  closet-pol- 
iticians ar^  not  the  matters  upon  which  we  are 
deli|>erating ;  ours  is  practical  business.  It  is  a 
decision  ofjhe  course  which  it  is  wisest  and  best 
to  take,  tinder  a  constitution  which  recognises 
foreign  trade,  derives  its  principal  pecuniary  sup- 
plies from  the  exercise  of  (hat  trade,  and  invests 
us,  the  legislative  administrators  of  that  consti* 
tution,  with  the  presiding  care  over  it^ 

The  experience  of  ages  has  sufficiently  proved 
that,  if  men  .exrpose  their  persons  adaong  barba- 
rous strangers,  they  are  liable,  iu  a  multitude  of 
cases,  to  insult  and  captivity ;  and  if  they  have 
treasui'e  or  merchandise  in  their  possession,  rob- 
bery and  murder  are  but  too  often  practised  by 
the  assAiilants.  Does  not  the  sheik  who  com- 
mands the  caravan  traversing  the  Arabian  sands, 
know  the  danger  of  his  undertaking  7  Is  he  for- 
getful that  his  camels,  those  *^  ships  of  the  desert,** 
with  all  their  precious  loading,  pilgrims,  huck- 
sters, and  all,  will  become  the  spoil  of  some  free- 
booter, tiilesa  he  shall  be  prepared  to  porrchase  a 
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truce  by  cash,  or  procure  &  beace  by  arms  ?  Can 
any  one  be  igDoraot  that,  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  world  J.  force  is.  the  fashionable  law ; 
and  they  who  cannot  Srare  it  must  bend  to  it?. 
The  dissolution  of  the  old  settled  rule  and  order 
of  Europe  in  these  tumultuous-  t^mes,  has  prO' 
duced  a  state  of  society  among  the  nations  there, 
both  in  its  motives  |ind  actions,  similar  to  the  lex 
foriioris  of  the  Asiatics.  What  is  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  by  a  rational  mind  upon  these  .things  ? 
Why,  plainly,  that  the  persops  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  abroad  on 
lawful  commercial,  enterprises,  shall  be  directly 
protected  by  a  force  at  hand,  or,  that  the  foreign- 
ers who  violate  the  flag  of  our  nation,  do  it  at 
their  peril,  and  under  absolute  a^urauce  that  they 
shall  eventually  bexalled  to  answer  for  it  with  an 
avenging  arm.  The  high  and  mighty  personage^ 
who  rule  the  portion,  of  mankind  called  (what  a 
monstrous  pervei:sioa !)  civilized,  have  lost  much 
oi*  their  respect  for  waxen  seals  and  covenants  on^ 
parchment.  .      . 

Let  us,  for  a  mpment,  Mr^  Chairman^,  ejtamlne 
the  nature  of  the  controversy  we  have  with  Great 
Britain.  It  puts  me  jn  mind  of  the  man  and  his 
'mistress — he  vowed  he' could  not  live  with  hir, 
And  yet,  he  swore  he  could  not  live  without  her. 
The  controversy  Is  not  territorial.  We  had^  it  is 
true,  a  discussion  aboat  the  St.  Croix  river,  and 
the  boundary  between  th,e  district  of  Maine  and 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick.  There  is,  also, 
a  limit,  not  yet  ascertained  by  chain  i^nd  compass, 
in  the  Northwest.  The  course  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  to  the  head  of  thejM}ssis$ippi,as  Or 
rected  by  trea.ty,  involves  an  in^ possibility.  The 
article  says  it  shall  proceed  west ;  geography  de- 
clares it  must  run  south ;  and  the  discordance  bas 
nev^r  been  accommodated.  But  these  differences 
of  opinion  between  the  parties  are  tiiiiicable,  and 
have  not  been  deemed  causes^f  adimosity,  far 
less  of  rupture.  Our  dominiouf  therefore,  is  un- 
touched. The  controversy  Is  not  genealogical ; 
we  have  no  rival  competitors  for  a  throne  among 
us ;  our  people  are  not  arrayed  under  their  Tudors 
or  Plantageoets ;  there  is  no  faction  distinguish- 
ing itself  by  the  badge  of  the  White  Rose  in  op- 
position to  that  which  .decks  itself  with /the  "Red. 
What  have  we  to  do  with  the  blood-royal,  and 
whether  the  true  or  sfjurious  issue -shall  succeed  ? 
The  right  of  suffrage  is  free,  and  I  trust  in  Qod 
it  will  ever  remain  so.  The  ^electoral  colleges 
perform  their  duty  without  molestatfon,  and  wo 
betide  the  tnan  who  shall  intenropt  them  1 

Having  thus  endeavoti^d  to  find  what  the  dis- 
pute is  not,  Ifti  us  try  to  discover  wh|Li  it  i>.  If  I 
eati  comprehend,  the  nature  of  the  altercation,  it 
is  purely  commercial.'  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
observe  hpw  the  matter  stands.  Before  the  Rev- 
olution Great  Britain  resolved  to  tax  the  colonies, 
but,  injudiciou&Iy  for  her,  attempted,  to  gather  the 
tribute  in  the  colonial  ports.  This  was  resisted, 
and  with  such  effect  as  to  overthrow  the  system* 
Since  the  Revolution,  the  same  country,  availing 
herself  of  our  preference  for  her  prod.uctions  and 
partiality  to  her  manufactures,  pursued. her  plan 
of  taxation.     But,  grown  wiser  by  dear-bought 


experience,  levied  th^  contribution  in  ber  owa 
pprts^  and. collected  i^  iq  the  form  of  an  expon 
duty,  by  her  own  officers,  and  under  her  owi 
laws ;  and,  this  mode  of  raising  money  upoa  oar 
consumption  would  .have  continued  until  this 
time,  had  not  other  proceeding  giT€n  the  alarm. 

It  is  not  niiy  intention  to  weary  my  bearers  with 
teB  ious  recitals,  I,  therefore,  briefly  obxrve  that, 
after  various  nooves  in  the  game  of  ncgotiarioo, 
(and  a  long  game  it  was,}  our  GroverBmeot  wis 
told  that,  if  we  would  pay  a  transit  dnty  to  Great 
Britain,  br  trade  under  licenses  bought  from  ber. 
we  might  have  access  to  the  continent  of  Earope; 
that  is  to  s&y,  if  .you  will  pay  her  for  the  fiWi- 
lege  to  import  your.  Champaign  and  BnrgmdY 
wines,  and  to  carry  to  France  your  fish,  rice,  ecu- 
ton,  and  tobacco,  you  may  enjoy  the  tMide,  othei- 
wise,  you  will.be  the  subjects  of  capture  and  eoa- 
demnatiun,  whetev^r  you  n)ay  fall  iota  ber  power. 
To  avoid  this  degradation,'  we  have  declared  a 
non-importation;  and  refused  to  be  any  longer  ooe 
of  her  customers  ^  whereupon,  she  has  daiied 
that,  if  we  wiU  not  tra.de  with  her,  we  sitiU  not 
trade  at  the  shop  of  her  enemy.  And  xh^  be- 
tween the  trade  of  France,  which  is  scaitelT 
"worth  having,  and  that  from  England,  which  ve 
have  refused  to'have,  we  are  brought  to  onr  pres- 
ent ^iuation.  .   ^  > 

For  outrages  infinitely,  less  than  these,  oar  pre- 
decessors in  1774  and  1775,  resolved  on  reststaaee 
by  force.    Our  adversary  knows,  this  tin»e,  wbere 
to  pinch  us.    She  aims  the  blow  at  oar  voioef- 
able  .part.    By  a  single  coUp  de  main  she  laies 
money  from  your  people  and  their  Goverameat. 
With  the  same  instrument  of  mischief  she  hpi 
up  their  pockets  and  cuts  to  pieces  the  bag  of  the 
Treasury.     Wiln  a  ibe  so  expert  in  creatiog  ia* 
dividual  discontent  and   public  embarrassmeat, 
have  We  to  contend.    I  am  not,  sir,  indiscreet 
enough  to  launch  all  .we  possess,  upon  the  oeeaa. 
li^  my  judgment,  we  ought  not,  by  any  meus^  to 
put  the  whole^  our  happiness  afloat.   Our  iiear^ 
est  and  dearest  interests  are  on  terra  Jtrm^,  and 
there  they  should  be  preserved  and  inaiataiaed. 
Butj  at  the  sarn^e  time,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  our  rights  on  the'ocean  are  too  importaaiio 
be  sold  or  abandoned.    It  has  been  ingenioody 
contended  that  our  people  are  well  typified  by 
the  mammoth,  a  great  land  animal ;  and  by  oth- 
ers, that  a  becoming  emblem  would  be  the  levia- 
than, a  huse  inhabitant  of  the  water.     If  I  should 
not  provoke  th%  risibility  of  the  Commiicee  hf 
the  observation,  I  would  remark  Chat  the  moeh 
derided  tortoise,  an  amphibious  creature,  familiar 
both  to  land  and  water,  was  a  more  appropriate 
symbol;  employing  the  Conner  for  the  multipli- 
cation of  its  raee,  and  the  latter  for  thefr  better 
subsistence.     ; 

To  employ  an  army  alone  would  be  to  fight 
with  one  hand  tied  b^uiind  our  back.  To  equip 
a  naval  force  in  aid  of  the  other  is  to  strike  with 
both  hc^nds.  And,  in  making  a  trial  of  our  en- 
er^y,  I  wish  it.  may  be  done  toHs  virihus^  with 
might  and  main.  The  idea  I  have,  sir,  of  a  float* 
in|^  force  is,  the  construction  of  as  many  armed 
ships  and  vessels  as  are  commensuhite  with  ooi 
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t     abilities;  knd  we  are  able  to  accomplibli  miich,ff 
I     we  please.    I  would  authorize  our  raercbaut  ships, 
I     which,  in  my  opinion,  haye  already  the  right  to 
(     arm  la  their  own  defence,  to  make  prize  of  those 
J     who  wrongfully  attack  them.    If  need  required, 
I     I  would,  oa  an  emergency,  hire  ships,  and  arm 
I     them  in  defence  of  the  people's  rights.    I  woul(l 
grant  Qommissions  to  individuals  vi^ho  werein- 
^    clined  to  cruise.  - 1  would  make  the  most  of  the 
^    force  which'  the  gun  tessel*(l  will  not  call  them 
,     by  their  h'ackneyed  name)  afford;  and  I  would  ad4 
the  succof  which  block-ships,  fire*rafts,  and  torpe- 
^    does  promise  us.    By  these  means  a  little,  fleet 
might  be  created  whi<^h  would  more  than 'pro- 
tect your  ports,  harbors,  and  .bays.     It  would 
;    cause  your  authority  to  be  respected  beyond  the 
'    marine  league  from  the  shore.    It  would  carry 
'    the  honors  of  your  flaijr  to  a  natural  and  well  de- 
fined boundary,'  the  Gulf  Streani.  the  space  be- 
'    tween  which  and  the  coast  might  be.  reckoned 
'    part  of  the  national  domain.  T  would  ndt  at- 
'    tempt,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  construction  of  a  thour 
sand  ships,  to  contend  g^n  for  gun  with  our  op- 
ponents.   Nor,  had  I  fifty  vessels,  would  I  send 
a  challenge  to  the  enemy  to  come  with  «n  equal 
number/and  array  themselves  for  a.  pitched  bat« 
tie.    Ne  such  gasconading  and  folly.as  that.    My 
advice  would  be,  so  to  use  oqr  vessels  that,  ;with 
the  least  unnecessary  exposure-  to  damSge  ahd 
capture  on  our  part,  we  should  give  as  much  an- 
noyance as  possible  to  the  foe.    As  the  reason- 
ings of  nesotiation'have  b^en  ineffectual,  a  mbr.e 
conclusive  logic,  and  a  more  irresistible  argument 
are  required. 

I  am  not  muoh  addicted  to  prpphesying,  but  J 
caonot  refrain  from  conjecturing  a  few  of  tne 
consequences  that  may  result  from  a  torpid  beha- 
viour on  this  occasion.  Imagine,  sir,  a  busy  and 
commercii^l  pyeople  acting  without  the  patroniCge 
of  their  own  Government.  Certain  results  may 
be  tolerably  well  foreseen.. 

The  naval  stores  with  which  our  country 
abounds  may  take  their  departure  for  foreign 
magazines  and  arsenals,  and  inprease  the  strength 
of  tue  nations  to  whom  the  latter  belong,  to  do  us 
thje  greatest  harm.  »         .  . 

The  shipwrights  and  artists,  whose  business  it 
is  to  rig  and  repair  ships,  may  shoulder  their  tools 
and  travel  fbr  jobs  an4  wages  to  the  navy  yards 
hey ond  ouc  limits. 

Our  native  seamen  may,  perad venture,  follow 
them ;  and  through  want  of  employ  on  the  one 
part,  and  under  bounties  and  tempting  encourage^ 
lueius  on  the  othef,  be  induced  to  enlist^  them* 
selves  in  ai\  alien  service.    - 

The  tnercbant^  of  the  United  States  may  pos* 
sibly  be  induced  to  purchase  the  licenses  dispensed 
hy  the  stronger  Powers ;  and,  under  their  cover, 
pursue  an  anmolested,  a  lacrathre,  but  an  abhor- 
red commerce. 

Owners  of  sliips  and  vessels  may  be  induced  to 
arm  itiore  extensively  than  heretofore  practised, 
in  their  own  -defence;     ^ 

,Oonipanies  of  merchants  and  underwriters  may 
fiiul  at  ez'pecKent  to  lessen  th^  chances  of  loss  by 


equipping  convoys  of  their  own  for  protecting 
the  yessds  they  insure. 

Lastly,  for  I  shall  mention  but  one  more  of  these 
continrgencies,  our  seafaring,  brethren,  when  left 
too  much  to  themselves  and  eiposed  to  rapacious 
pirates,  as  well  as  to  the  boisterous  elemehts,  may 
conceive  the  project  of  combinihg  and  confed&- 
ratin?  the  defensive  efforts  of  the  maritime  cities, 
([as  Hajuburg,  Lubec,  and  their  allied  towns  did 
•in  the  middle  ages,)  and  of  forming  a  new  Han> 
seatic  league  in  the  Western  hemisphere. 

And  really,  sir,  the  mode  proposed  in  the  bill, 
of  addiqg  security  both  to 'our  tsoasting  and  our 
fpreign  trade,  .is  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  it  is 
difficult  for  me  to  conceive  how,  in  the  present 
demogralized  and  distracted  state  of  the  nation, 
protection  can  be  granted  in  anj  other  way. 

With  this  view  of  our  violated  commerce,  and 
of  the  inconveniences  resulting  froqi  such  viola- 
tion,  I  have  a  firmeonviction  that  it  is  worthy  of 
peculiar  regard.  But,  protection  requires  expense^ 
and  our  citizens  are  believed  to  be  averse'  to  the 
taxatioa  and  contribution  necessary  to  defrdy  that 
expense.  I  feel,  indeed,  it  is  a  hard  and  ^ograte- 
furl  task,\to  demand  moneyTrom  our  constituents 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Treasury..  But  J  feel  also 
the  strongest 'persoasion  that  they  will  consent  to 
the  requisition  when  they  are  satisfied  it  is  made 
for  their  own.  benefit,  and  for  asserting  their  es- 
sential rights  and  interests. .  I  know  not  what, 
other  members  inav  think  on  this  subject;  but,  for 
that  section  of  the  Union  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  I  have  unifqrmly  found  them  prompt 
and  open-handed  in  wqrks  of  charity,  benevo- 
lence, and  mercy.  -  When  liberality  and  public 
spirit  are  in  request,  it  is  not  their  custom  to  be 
wanting.-.  And  now,  when  under  the  pressure  of 
com^mercial  ^m4>arras6meht,' and  the  menace  of 
the  most  serious  evils,  they  tire  asked  to  aid  the 
finances  of  their  country,.  I  cannot  permit  myself, 
for  one  moment,  to  imagine  they  will  grudge 
their  ratable  proportion.  Be  the  aum,  therefore, 
more  or  less,  the  cause^  the  noble  cause  of  which 
I  am  the  advocate,  justifies  the  expenditure.  The 
undertaking-must  not  he  abandoned  by  scanting 
the  meaiis.  Dur  resources  are  amply  competent. 
We  will  put  oor  shoulders  -to  the  wheel,  and  do 
^Hat  we  can.  We  have  an  unim{)aired  credit  to 
make  loans.  We  have  public  lands  in  storp,  which 
may  be  pledged  for  the  fulfilment  of  our  engage* 
ments.  Above  all,  we  possess  more  than  jnines 
of  gold,  in  our  industry  and  enterprise.  And  as 
the  objects  for  which  we  pon(end  are  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  our  successors,  I  am  willing  to 
draw  oills  ojion  posterity  for  the  amount  of  the 
balan<5e  unpaid. 

The  ineans  are  easy,  then.  No  doubt  can  be 
entertaiti^d  of  the  bravery  pf  our  commanders 
and  crews.  The  Spaniards,  tite  Moors,  the  Greeks. 
and  even  tbeJSngliish  were  astonished  to  behold 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  our  Navy  passing  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  on  their  passage  from  New 
York  to  Tripoli,  in  boats  so  low,  so.  small,  so  illy 
adapted  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  Such  a  mixture  of 
discipline  and  intrepidity  was  a  phenomenon,  both 
in  the  history  of  that  war,  and  of  navigation. 
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This  voyage  in  boats,  not  vastly  superior  to  bat- 
teau]t>  has  an  air  so  romantic,  that  it  reminds  one 
of  the  witches  who  were  fabled  \o,  traverse  the 
surface  of  the  deep  in  eggshells.  Should  there 
be  in  the  nation  a  person  who  dou'bts,  let  him  elr 
amine  the  pasres  of  history,  where  are  .recorded 
the  deeds  of  fiogers.  Decatur,' Truxtun,  and  Pre- 
blej  in  chastising  the  enemies  of  their  country. 
And,  allow  me,  Mr,  Chairman,  to  direct  his  at- 
tention to  that  sumptuous  monument,  erected  by 
the  officers  of  the  Navy  at  this  pla6e,.to  immor- 
talize Somers,  Wadsworth,  Israel,  aj)d  their  asso- 
ciates, for  their  gallaiit  coatempt  of  death. 

.  Here  you  distinguish  the  love  of  glory,  that 
ornament  of  an  individual  and  of  a -people.  Oh, 
taay  we  ever  cherish  among  us,  the  ardor  for  an' 
honorable  fa^e  !  May  w^  at  no  time  forget  to 
pronotince  eulogies  and  utter  son^,  upon  the  ben- 
efactors of  our  country.  This  elevatioix  of  soul 
imparts  a  dignity  to  the'  human  character,  which 
is  of  inestimable  value,  and  of  a  nature  too  ethe- 
rial  to  be  classed'  with  the  gfbs^  pos!;essio'ns  of 
life,  or.to  be-  rated  in  any  denomination  of  cur- 
rent money.'  It  is  thelam4>of  life;  when  it  burns 
dim  it  i»  the  symptona  of  great  disordec  in  ^th^e 
moral  constitution ;  and  when  k  goes  out/it  shows 
that  the  disease  is  desperate  inde.ed* 

/  TuBSDAT,  JaniiMy  21. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Holise  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transinittinga  list  of 
the  narnes  of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new 
or  useful  art,  machine,  or  manuflncture,  and'  to 
whom  patents  hare  issued  subsequent  to  th& 
twenty-eighth  of  December,'  1810,  in  ooedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  I3ih  instant'. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT.    * 

The  House  ^sain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  btil  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishpfient. 

Mr.  Johnson  said:  1  do  i)ot  know,  sir,  why  I 
should  regret  the  discussion  of  any  subject  in  this 
place,  when  I  recollect  that  each  member  is  under 
the  same  obligations  of  duty  and.  responsibility. 
It  has  been  said  that  no  memoer  would  be  thanked 
for  his  vote  in  favor  of.  this  bill — and,  fearless  of 
censure,  I  shall  oppose  this  attempt  to  lay  the 
foundation,  and  to  pledge  the  property  gf  th«  peo- 
ple for  naval  systems,  as  ruinous  to  the  finances 
of  the  country,  as  it  will  be  destructive  to  the 
peace  of  the  nation.  After  every  effort  in. my, 
power,  I  could  box  suppress  the  sensation  of  sor- 
row, that  Congress  should  be  distracted  with  a 
subject  that  would  justly  excite  alarm  throughout 
the  nation,  even  in  the  hours  of  jsrofound  tran- 
quility, rhavelooked  to  the  Treasury  reports,  and 
I  see  a  national  debt  of  about  fifty  million^  ot  dol- 
lars. I  look  to  the  aggressions  of -England,  and  I 
find  we  have  beei>  driven  to  the  necessity  pf  crea- 
ting a  great  and  expensive  military  force  to  avenge 
our  wrongs  and  to  expel  the  enemy  fropi  bei:  North 
American  colonies.  I  look  to'  the  arguments  of 
the  advocates  of  this  pernicious  system,  and  they 
acknowledge  that  we  are  driven  to  the  brink  of  a 


war  that  will  require  loans  %od  taxes,  and  end  ia 
a^  new  debt  of  at  least  fifty  millions -of  dollars — 
and  under. these  circumstances,  when  we  are  upon 
the  heels  of.a  second  revolution*  when  the  people 
are  likely  to.  be  most  pressed  for  the  waf  s  and 
means  to  carry  on  the  w^r  with  vigor  and  certain 
success,  the  ruinous  system  of  a  g^reat  navy  is 
pressed '  upon  np.    Upon  the  return  of  a  second 
peace,  when  the  British  possessjoas  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union,  and  our  army  disbanded 
—When  commerce  shall  be  restored,  and  a  surplus 
of  revenue  in  the.  Treasury — after  meeting  liie 
demands  of  the  Government,  with  more  proprietf 
migb\  the  question  be^presentea  for  consideration. 
I  believe,  sir,  since  the  political  reformatloo  ia 
1801,  the  question  of  building  a  navy  had  never 
been  before'^presented  directly  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  i  When  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  illostri- 
trious  character,  presided  over  the  destinies  of  the 
United  States,  why  was  not  thia  navy-buildiog 
proposed?    Then  we  ha4*  a  dreventke  of  fifteea 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  and. a  siirplos  in  t&e 
Treasury.    No,  sir,  such  a  system  had  beea  pat 
down  too  recently — the  struggles  against  a  niry 
in  '98^9  were  not  forgotten.  .1  deny  the  capaeity 
of  the  United  Slates  to  naaintain  a  navy  wiihoat 
oppression  to  the  great  mass  of  the  commoniiyia 
the  persons  of  tax-gatherers ;  and  if  a  great  narj 
could  be  maintaii^ed,  it  woulj  be  more  than  use- 
less— it  would  be  dangerous  to'  the   peace  aad 
traRquillity  Of  this  nation.    I  was  in  favor  of  re- 
pairing and  putting  into  service  the  whole  of  oar 
naval  force,  consisting  of  pne  hundred  und  sixty- 
two  ffunboats  and  upvifards  of  fifteen  frigates  aad 
smaller,  war- vessels ;  because  this   naval  focce, 
united  with  out- fortifications,  would  g^ve  seea- 
rlty  to  oiir  coasts  and  harbors,  pi-otect  onr  coast- 
ing trade,  and  woold  be  important   in  the  pres- 
.  ent  crisis  to  co-opecate  with  privateers  and  in- 
dividual enterprise  against  the  commerce  and 
.plunder  of  Great  Britain.    But  this  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  the  hi  IK    It  contemplates  and  embrace  a 
navv  to  protect  our  commerce  in  diataot  saasas 
well  as  at  home,  and  which  cannot  cost  less  than 
twenty  or'thirty  miUit>n^to  acconipli$h;aad,wheiv 
built,  would  entail  upon  the  Qevernment  of  the 
United  Slates  the  aiuiual  expense  of  fifteen  million 
of  dollars,  equal  to  the  amount-of  our  whole  reve- 
nue in  the  most  prosperous  years  of  oommetce  un- 
der the  adminisuraiioR  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  doaUe 
the  amount  of  our  present  financial  income.    It  is 
the  system,  as  will  as  the  Expense,  that  I  objeetto ; 
and  while  I  am  ready  as  any  man  to  keep  a  small 
nava^  force,  to  be  confined  to  the   proieetion  or 
our  maritime  frontiers,  as:  well  as  I  am  to  keep 
up  a  small  land  force,  to  protect  our  territorial 
frontiers,  I  will  not  vote  one  cent  for  a  system  of 
naval  forces  which  is  destined  to  keep  foreign  sa- 
lions  in  check  in  (^isMMit  seas,  and  destined  to  ea- 
tail  upon  this  happy  Govarnment  perpetual  taxes 
and  a  perpetually  increasing  national  debt.    The 
people  will  not  support  such  a  Naval  ESscablish- 
ment--they  have  the  corrective  in  their  bands; 
and  build  this  fleet  of  twenty  seventy-fbars  and 
forty  frigates,  and  the  people  will  in  their  torn 
put  them  dpwii^    But^  sir,  we  are  told,  tbac  we  are 
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a  oomiDercial  people; and  (bat  yoa  canaot  restrain 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  in  oqr  citizens  whiell  is 
limited  only  by  the  polar  snows  to  the  North  and 
the  icy  mountains  to' the  douth.  No  person 
has  attempted  to  daihp  that  gallant  spirit,  that 
mercaiktile.enterprise-^such  adventurous  Toyagefc 
have  been  fostered  and  cherished  by  every  means 
in.  the  power  of  the  Govern  nient. .  But,  sir,  has 
this  unparalleled  enterprise;  this  gallant  spirit,' 
been  carried  oq  by  a  navy?  '  Such  a  thing  has 
neyer.  been  thought  of,  which  proves;  that  this 
question  of  a  navy  has  no  connexion  with  this 
commercial  enterprise';  and  the  existence  of  one 
without  the  other,  is  positive  piroof  .of  the  fact. 
But  it  is- also  said,  that  aj;riculture  and^cpmme^ce 
are  twin  sistersyand  jlhe  learned  ^e;)tleman  froil^ 
New  York  (Mr.  MiTOtfiLL,)  will  not^  allow  a 
more  disiaat  eonnexion.  I  have  no  ohjection  xo 
such  a  union,  ami  I  did  expect  that  it  would  have 
been  demonstrated  what  was,  the  real,  relation- 
ship between  these  twin  sisters  and  a  perrtianent 
navy ;  whether  it  is  thatof  cdusii|-german,  brother, 
or  ^husband.  Am  these 'subjects  have  fiqt.been 
identified,  I  must- be  permitted  to  say  that  there 
is  no  connexion — unless  under  the  disguise  of 
prelection,  the  navy  would  be  the  destroyer  both 
■of  conoibevoe  and  agriculture— liy  taxes  upon  the 
one  and  constant  war  .upon  tbe  theatre  of  the 
other^  The  advocates  of  a.  navy- need  not  expect 
to  cover  tb^  deformity  and  djin^er  of  the  system 
by  telliog  the  people  they  are  Irieods  to  the  pro« 
tecrion  of  coBaraerce«-a&a  that  those  who  oppose 
it  are  read^  ^  relinquishonr  rights  Upon  the  ocean. 
No,  sir,  this  will  not  do.  They  will  ask  if  our 
commerce^  as  great  as  it  has  been*?  was'  evbr 
protected  by  a  navy.  They  will  look  at  the'ex- 
peoditnre  olf  the  public  mon^y — they  will  see( 
tweoty^nine  milliooa  of  dollars  Expended  upon  our 
jireseftt  Naval  Establishment ;  and  though  they 
.may  not  complain  of  that  prodigal  waste  of  pub- 
lic money,  upon  so  small  a  naval  force,  they  will 
look  to. the- effects  produced  by  tbis  power,  and 
they  will  refuse  to  augment  it,  uptil^  indeed' 4he 
P4^ace  Establishment  'shall  require  augmentation. 
The  people  will  look  to  the  votes  of  this  Hou^e, 
and  they  will  see  the  opposers  of  a  Navy  willing 
at- this  moment,  to  avenge  the  depredations  upon 
oar  commerce  and  neutral  righfs  by  actual  hos- 
tility. I  am  not  prepared  to  give  np  our  rights, 
w^heth^r  upon  the  ocean  or  upon  land,  whether 
commercial  or  person^;  buf  I  may  differ  in  the 
means  of  avenging  these  wrongs; and  vindicating 
tbose.  rights,  add  I  sball  ever  differ  from  those 
who  wi^  a  navy  to  ride  triumphant  in  distant 
seas,  and;  under  a  preteft  of  'protection'  to  cdoi* 
inei£e,do6m  the  nation  to  galling  burdens  too  in- 
tolerable to  be  borne.  But  we  are  told,  sir,  tbat 
tbis  question  partakes  of  (he  cbaracler  of  a  self- 
evident  proposition.  Indeed,  sir,  and  in  what  re- 
apeoiiait  entitled  to  this  definiiton  of  s^lf^vident ) 
UDlesis,  indeed,  froth  every  consideration  of  his-* 
tory,  experience;  and  reason^  it  is  evident  that  a' 
Davy  is  an  engine  of  power  and  ambition,  calcu- 
lated to  embroil  a  nation  in  quiarrels  and  wars, 
and  to  fix  permanent  wretchedness  open  the  in- 
duatrioua  ilaas  of  the- people.    When  wa  look  to 


the  delegation  from  each  State,  we  find  a  difference 
in  sentiment  tipdn  this  subject,  whether  lying  on 
the  seaboard  or  distant  fi'ora  it.  ^ 

The  chairman  of  the  Naval.  Committee  has  at- 
templed  to  make  us  believe  that  a  navy  is  the  an* 
chor  of  our  hopes,  and  I  dare^  venture  to  say,  bis 
eldquent  colleague  (Mr.  Wi  lltau8>  will  in  due 
time  deliounce'it  as  the  most  abemrnabhe  system 
— ^always  employed  in  the*fell  purposes  of  outrage, 
plunder,  war,  and  death.'  The  same  division  of 
sentiment  cf^ists  in  Massachusetts  as  to  this  de- 
structive and  expensive  establishment  And,  sir, 
let  me  not  omit  to  mention,  the  sentiments  ot  the 
Republicans  of  98-%  were  not. only  entitled  to 
the  love  and  confidence  of  the  j)eo|}le,  but  worthy 
of.  our  imitation.  Nor  will  {  omit  the  resolutions 
of  the  Virginia  Legislature  in  opposition  to  a  navy, 
whpn  the^  retnoastrated  against  mtosures  which 
they  co.nsidered  ruinoAs  to  the  freedom  of  the 
'Uqited  Staie8-*Hior  is  my  respect  forthose  opin- 
ions lessened,  although  many  Republicans  in  Con- 
gress at  this  time,  and  men  of  talents,  bave  be- 
come great  advdcates  for  a, navy,  and  I  will  put 
it  to  the  ]>eople  whose  opinions^ire  entitled  to  their 
approbation,  whether  a  navy  beyoud  the  peac6 
establishmeat  is  ruinous,  or  the  robk  of*our  safety. 

Leaving  the  division  of  sentiment  in  our'coun- 
try,  let  us  advert  to  i^ncient  and^paodern  history, 
and  search  for  examples  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject. And  here,«ir,  I  will  take  this  position,  and 
defy  history  for  an  example,  that  no  grekt.  naval 
power  ever  confined  their  xraval  strength  to  the  le- 
gitimate object -of  protecting  commerce  in  distant 
seas,  l  will  fefer  t^  Tyr&and  Bidon,  Qrete  and 
Rhodes,to  Athens  and  to  Carthage.  No  sooner  had 
these  nations  oeasea  to  confine  their  naval  strength 
to  their  maritime  defence^at  home,  to  the  protection 
of  their  seacaast,^  than  they  were  engaged  iH 
plunder, 'piracy, 'depredations  upon  other  nations^  . 
or  involved  in  wars,Vhich  certainly  accelerated, 
iT  it  did  not  produce  the  downfall  and  destraction 
of  those  Qeveraments.  Peace  and  tranquillity  is 
not  the  natural  slate  of  a  great  naval  power.  A 
disregard  of  publio^law^  sacred  treaties,  and  blood- 
shed, would  auit  it  better;  and  it  lias  been,  and 
ever 'will  be;  the  consequences  of  sucb  force. 
These  nations  furnish  another  example  and  in- 
structive lesson  ,to  the  present,  generation— «that 
while  their  commerce  and  navy  furnished  a  small 
part*  of  the  people  with  the  luxuries  of  every 
country  at  that  time  known,  the>  great  mass  of 
citizens  at  hotne  were  miseVabte  and  oppressed, 
tlieir  rights  negtected;  thdr  burjiens  increased, 
and  their  happiness  dest roared,  while  their  fleets 
ajud  external  ^andeur  carried  astonishment  And 
terror  to' distant  nations.  When  a  nation  pots 
forth  her  strength  upon  the  ocean,  the  int^irior  of 
the  country  wul  be  neglected  ai^d  oppressed  With 
contributions.  Ancient  history  doc^  not  furnish 
a  solitai^  instance  of  aujr  permanent  good,*  or  h)te 
continuance  of  peace  arising  frdm  a  great  naval 
supremacy;  auch  overgrown  poWer,-soch  ifnnat- 
aral  strensth,  must  feed  upon  plunder,  at  home  and 
abroad.  When  we  come  to  modern  nations  we 
have  proof  before  uaof  the  positions  I  have  taken. 
We  have  |)een  told  of  Holland,  as  a  people  exist- 
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iDg  in  a  n^ost  flourishing  state  of  ]>roaperous  com- 
merce withoat  a  navy  to  protect  it,  and  we  bare 
been  told  of  Spain  as  a  naval  power  without  com- 
me/ce  to  protect. .  But  leaving  these  ezamples^let 
us  look  at  France  and  Great  Britain ;  we  here 
have,  exarbples  before  our  eyes ;  we  neeil  no  hia- 
lory;  the  facts  are  before  us. 
Admit  that  Great  Britain,  with  her  thousand 


vessels,  could  protect  her  lawful  coipraerce,  lei  me  ^erenee,it  aro!^  frodi  considerations  of  peace  and 


rights  forlned  one  of  ihe  pri^aarv  coDsideratiotkfri— 
not  more  primary  than  the  rii^bts  of  agricahute 
and  manufactures,  nor  the  rigbu  of  fNroperty,  ihe 
rights  of  persons,  prptection  from  foreign  invasion 
and  agression,  or  from  internal  foea.  TheK 
rights  were  equally-  important,  and  not-  less  the 
considerations  which  strengthened  the  bonds  of 
the  Union.    And  if  any  consideration  had  a  pref- 


ask;  if  h^r  navy  has  ever  been  confined  to  that  ob- 
ject;  whether  it  is  confined  to  that  object  at  this 
time ',  whethe>  her  navy  has  not  fatten^  npon 
the  spoils  of  Eoro|ie,  Asia,  Africa^  and.  America, 
and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  ibakin^g  war 
equally  upon  friends  and  enemies.  Her  navy,  tri- 
umphant in  every  sea, is  employed  in  a  fytlem.oi 
plunder  against  the  world^  and,  nbtwithstanding 
this  supremacy,  we  see  her  citizens  ^rroaning 
pnder  a  national  debt  of  eight  huncfred  ihijlionsof 
pounds  sterling,  more  than  all  the  nations  of  the 
universe  could  pay.  We  see  her  upon  the  preci- 
pice of  bankruptcy— we  ^ee  her  pet)ple,  her  ntf- 
merous  subjects,  loaded- with4ax#s,  that  would  as-* 
tonish  any  man  who  did  not  know  the  fact-— net- 
withstanding^  this,  ihe  public  debt  is  daily  increa- 
sing, and  it  is  now  acknowledged  by^all  the  world 
that  she  is  fighting  for  her  Existence — victorious  at 
se4  and  safe^at  hOme  from  invasion,  and  stiU  her 
very  existence  is  at  stake.  Sir,  I  never  wish  to 
see  the  liberties  of  my. country  afloat  upon  the 
ocean  and  staked  upon  the  strength  of  a  navy. 
Look  at  France,  separaited  from  her  enemy  by  a 
narrow  channel,  without  vessels  to  meet  the  fleets 
of  England  oi^  the  water,  and  still  she  is  unable 
10  burti  the  seaport  towns  of  France  or  invade  the 
French  territories,  or  in  any  wayto  make  an  im- 
pression upon  her.  Populous  and  powerful  upon 
land,  nothing  but  the  imperial  despotism  that  ex- 
ists throughout  that  Tast  empire,  prevents  the 
coumry  from  being  the  most  enviable  residence ' 
upon. the  globe,  ei:cept  our  own  favored  lah(f. 
Let  not  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  there' 
fore  stake  their  existence  upon  havies,  let  us  not 
withdraw  the  protecting  hand  of  Government 
from  the  soil ;  let  us  not  increase  the  burdens  of 
tha  people,  and  weigh  them  down  with  a  public 
debt  to  isuppoTt  external  grandeur.  Do  not  by 
this  system  destroy  the  afiectiqns  and  attach- 
ments of  the  solid  and  honest  pare  of  the  conamu- 
niiy,  who  support  the  Government  of  the  couht/y. 
Sir,. the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  has  as- 
sumed prmciples  as  erroneous  as  they  are  novel— 
that  the  protection  of  maritime  commerce  w^s^ 
above  all  oth^  objects^  the  first  and  the  greatest 
consideration  which  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
present  Constitution.  There  is  nothing  to  war- 
rant such  a  position;  and  no  reason  does  exist 
whjT  our  commercial  rights  should  have  been  bet- 
ter secur^  than  the  other  various  rights  and  in^ 
teiesu  embraced  by  that  charter  of  our  indepen- 
dence. In  the  specific  grants  (^'pfwer,  Congress 
has  the  authority  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  with  .the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes:  not 'giving  preference  in  lan'- 
guage  to  foreign  over  State  and  domestic  jcom- 


;  When  I  look  into  the  preamble  of  ihe  Consti- 
tution^ which  to  bC'Sure  is  no  specific  grant  of 
power,  but  is  an  interpretation  of  the  objects  of 
that  ^reat  l^harter  of  Our  Union,  I  find  it  was  to 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  freneral  weliave. 
and  to-  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  that  the 
Constitution  was  adopted ;  and  althoiigh  mari- 
time comrqerce  has  only  a  co-eqii|il   ri^t  wita 
all  others,  still,  the  greatest  means  and  resooroa 
of  the  Government  nave  been  directed-  to  iu  pro- 
tection.   And  still  it  would  seem,  if  we  do  not 
ruin  tl^e  nation  by  the  establishment  of  a  nary, 
we  wish  to  make  encroachments  Upon  commace. 
to  damp  the* commercial  spirit.    And  this  weave 
told  in  the  face  of  facts,  which  appear  upon  record, 
and  in  the  face  of  every  ezpepsive  war  measare 
now  taken  and  •adop.ted. .  oir,  inn  colonial  state, 
it  was  a  duty  upon,  tea  that  was  the  immediate 
cause  of  a  war,  .which  was  blood)r  indeed,  aad 
continued  upwards  <bf  seven  years;   a  eooflct 
which  has  no  parallel  in.  history  as  to  iu  bcgia- 
ning  and  termination.    And  at  this inbiiientf  vio- 
lations of  our  neutral  Hgbts  upon  Ihe.oceaa  is  a 
priibdry  cause  why  we  are  about  to  wage  aseooad 
war  with  Great' Britain ;  aiid  still  we  aregiavcly 
told  that  we  are  unwilling  to  protect  commeree, 
and  that  w^  are.  ready' to  abandon  it,  because  we 
will  not  vote  away  the  substance  of  the  people 
uj)on  a  system  of  poHcy  whicfi  must  ruin  the  aa- 
tlon  if  not  crushed  in  its  infaaoy.    The  Coostito- 
tion  says,  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  pro- 
vide.and  maintain  a^navy.    And  this  has  been 
rejBid.  .  So  has  it  authorized  Congress  toraiseand 
support  armies,  -to  lay  and  collect. taxes,  and  de- 
clare war;  hut. the  Constitution  does  not  fix  the 
limit  of  these  powers^  apd  all  are  liable  to  abase. 
And  i\xe  Convention  did  not  suppose  that  any 
Congress  would  so  (ar  abuse  .these  powers  as  to 
keep  either  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
^which  must  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
or  a  permanent  navy,  that  would  involve  us  ia 
continual  wars  with  othbrnalions,  and  pernu- 
nent  taxes  upon  the  people.    A  reasonafaie  Pcaae 
Establishment  tp  protect  our  maritime  and  tecti- 
torial  frontier,  consistent  with  strict  eecmomf, 
must  have  been  contemplated;  and  this  force, 
naval  and  military,  we  havemaintained ;  and  we 
are  as  secure  as  a  nation  can  expect  to  .be  froa 
savagesor  a  maritime  foe.  There  would  beasmoca 
reason  why  we  should  keep  in  pay*  five  hundred 
thousand  regaiar  troops  in  tima  of  peace,  as  yoor 
twenty  vessels  of  seventy-four  guns  and  yoor 
forty  frigates,  in.  addition  to  ou»  present  naval 
force.    In  every  point  of  view^  therefore,  a  per- 


Baerce.    ]L  will  admit,  sir,  that  our  commercial  I  maneot  navj  in  as  i^jarious  t9  the  cduatrf  as  a 
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standing 'arniy.  One  will  enttatiger  your  hbenies 
hy  cootjaestj  and  the'other  by  wars  with  foreign 
nations.  /  .       ' 

So  far  from  odr  not  having  protected  coraiTnerce, 
\t  has  engrossed  the  ^hole  attentioo.of  the  Qor- 
ernment.    I  am  ready  ta  go  farther ;  bat  not  with 
a  view  to  negfledt  other  rights,  and  interests  eqaally 
dear  to  as  all.    I  wish  to  see  every  facility  given 
t)D  the  interchange  of  commodities  aipOng  the 
several  States.     It  woafd  be  a  pleasing  spectacle 
to  my  mind.    We.  are  blest  beyond  every  ^ther 
peopl^j  id  soil,  climate.  ai)d  production^.  Tue  rice, 
cotton,  and'sugar  0/  Orleans,  tjleorgia,  and  South 
Carolina,  the  lead  Df  Louisianit,  the  hemp  of  the 
Western  States^  the  tobacco. an.d  flour t)f  North 
Carolina,  Virginia.'  and'  the  middle  States,  fn- 
clading  Pennsylvania,  the  warehouse  of  every 
commodity,  and  the  manufactures'  and  shipping 
of  New  York  and  the  New  ErrgMod  States.  This 
trade  would  be  valuable,  and  would  not  depettd 
upon  the  capriee  of  foreign  despots.*  But* if e  are 
aslred,  emphatically,  how  will  you  protect  com- 
merce?   The  an«#er  is  easy.    'We  will  prot^dt 
it  as'We  have  protected  it.    In  times  of  peace,'  we 
will  act  With  ]|ustice  towafds  all  the  world ;  we 
will  pass  rfavtgatioa,  laws,  and  divert  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  ff omnatiDns  who  will  hot 
respect  our  rightss^  If- these  expedients  should 
fail  usj.we  mu^t  resort  to  the  last  alternative — war^ 
For,  befbr6  we  raak»waY  it  will  not  be  pretended 
that  we  cat!  authoris^e  our  navy*to  aveifge-the 
ifvroags  of  our  merchants,  or  yov  would  take  from 
Congress  the  fight  to  declare  war,  and  give  ii  to 
cor  naval  eommaDders.    But  1  am  asked,  how 
will  you  Contend  with  a  maritime  nation,  with* 
otit  a  navy?    Sir,' that  qbestion  is  a»  easily  an- 
swered aj(  the  first.    I  wnl  ask,  how  we  succeeded 
in  tfce  Revolutionary  War?    We  were  without 
any  security  upon  our  seacoast.  and  stiH  we  suc- 
ceeded.   But  to  be  more  specific^I  would  gfailt 
letters. of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  authorize  pri- 
vateering.   Give  scope  to  individual  enterprise, 
to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy — whf6h 
ean  be  done  eff^btually.    I  would  fortify  our  sea- 
port town^;  station  our  gUpboats  and /rigates 
alon|^  our  coast;  to  protect  us  at  home.    And  in 
this  way  I  would  in  war  avenge  the  infractions 
of  our  neutral  riffhts. '    * 

•  It  "has  been  asked,  if  we  were  secure  from  mari- 
time Invasion.  1  answer,  we  tire  well  fortified 
dg>afnst  any  naval  iott%^  not  beyond  possibility  of 
injury;  but  as  well  secured  as  can  be  -expected. 
We  have  pne  hubdrea  and  si<ty-two  gunboats, 
and  frigates  and  stoops  amounting  to  fifteen  now 
in  service,  artd  twt>  or  three  sea-worthy,  might  be 
repaired.  Thie  Oulf  Stream  has  been  fixed  upon, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  learned  gentleman  from 
New  York,  as  the  proper  limit 'of  our  territorial 
sea.  I  have  no  objection  to  that  limit ;  I  tliink 
nature  has  fixed -that  boundary  for  us;  and  cob- 
«]dering'  our  coast  U)  difier  frpni  the  bold  shored 
of  Burope,  it  wduld  not  be  unreasonable  to  claim 
this  as  a  sea  in  whicfh  our  vessels  shouldbe  ex- 
empt froin  seariefa,  or  airy  other  rule  of  the  laws 
of  nations.  1  will  yield  to  kio  man  in  j^rotecting 
comikieroe,  or* any  otfaer  -rigltt  of  thmation.    Bat 


I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  legitimate  means^  and 
not  means  that  will  be  as  fatal  to  the  happiness 
of  the  country  as  the  evil  intended  to  be  reme- 
died. We  have  been  told  that  our  commerce  is 
iiiterrupied  by  picaroons  and  pirates  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  many  insults  and  injuries 
which  WQ  have  suffered  within  ar  near  our  ports 
and  lUrbors.  These  things  afe  no  argument  with 
nfie  tp  augment  ofur  naval  force  at  this  time.  Arnqi 
your  merchant  vessels/  antl  they  wfll;  xfever  com- 
plain of  buccaneers  or  )>irates  from  St.  Domtiigo ; 
and  this  is  a  right  that  should  be  given  to  them, 
under  certain  regulations;  an(|  as  to  the  indigni- 
tiei  which  we  experience  from  the  wai*  vessels  of 
'()reat  Britain,  I  will  state 'that  it  was  our  dwn 
fault  that  we  did*  not  on  those  se^yeiral  occasions 
wipe  awkv  theinsult  and'  avenge  the  injury  re- 
ceived'. When  the  unfortunate  Piehce  was  mur- 
dered by  a  British  naVal  ofiicer,.and  carried  into 
New  York,  would  It  not  have  be^u  the  most  cor- 
rect course  to  have  taken  satisfaction  upon  the 
same  vessel  fr9at  which  the  injury  was  received  ?  ' 
If  so>  the  means  were  as  much  in  our  power  as  if 
we  bad  owned' forty  frigates ;*  the  order  alone. 
Was  wahtibg.  But  was  the  coutse  a  correct  one 
ill  abstaining  from  farther  bloodshed?  If  so,  let 
it  rest.  In  the  attaclcXipon  the  Chesapeake,  would 
it  fiot  have  been  jnost  prudent  to  have  sacrificed 
Ihat  vessel  and  het  crew  ?*  If  so,  a  force  could 
have  been'  collected  in  a  feW  days  to  have'made 
the  sacrifice;  the  or d/?r  alone  was  wanting.  In 
those  two  cases,  and  in  every  othe^  indignity 
Committed  withHi  our  own  water^  the  desire  oif 
peace  and  the  nature  of  our  Ooverntnent  pre-^ 
vented  the  immediate. satisfaction  for  the  griev- 
ance, and  an' appeal  was  made  to  pegfotiaUon. 
From  these^ considerations,  no  argument  can  be 
draW(i  to  support  a  naval  establishment.  If  we 
have  been  tardj  in  resisting  the  Injuries  we  have 
received  4jrom  foreigti  nations,  we  mustasfcribe  it 
to  the  proper  cause^  and  not  to  the  want  of  a 
navy.  But,  if  something  ri^ore  must  be  done  at 
this  time,  and  we  mu^t  expend  more  'money  to 
secure  the  Coasting  trade,  I  would  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  upon  your  table;  I  woi)itd  takt*. 
upthe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  treasury 
upon  roads  and  canals,  and  I  would  iKlopt  his 
iaea,  and  execute  his  p^n'of  opening  an  inland 
tide-water  navigation  from  Boston  to  Gkorg^a^by 
catting  four  canajs^  which  would  not  cost  more 
than  three  millions  of  dollars,  according  to  the 
totimatejr,  viz:  from  Boston  to  Rht>de  Island, 
above  the  isthmus  oPBarnstable 5  from. the  Rati- 
tan  to  the.  Delaware;,  the  nee  to  the  Chesapeake; 
thence  to  Albemarle  Sound*,  A  navigation  more 
secure  in  war,  or  more  secure  from  inierruption, 
ihati  you  would  receive  from  your  forty  frigates 
and  your  twenty  seveirty^four  gunships.  Buc  this' 
durable  navigation  has  not  the  splendor  of  navies 
about  it,  and  I  could  not  expect  my  substitute  to 
be  adbpted  J  internal  improvements  of  this  kind 
do  not  suit  oui\towerii^  minds,  ^ow,  sir,  if  we 
had  the  fr^e  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  North,  as  we^  nave  df  the  Mississippi  to  the 
South,  connected  with  this  internal  tide-water 
navigatloii,  we  shotiid  tmbraee  the  mos^  impor- 
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tan^  interests  of  every  part  of  the  United  States: 
We  are  told  ^hat  (bis  is  the  cheapest  mode  ol 
defence — naval  proxection  -  is  the  cheapest  mode 
of  defence.  It,  may' be  so  in  iheory  and  in  cal- 
culation)  but  I  know  it  is  not  so  in  practice.  ,  It 
is.  admitted  generally  that  the  navy  of  Chreat 
Britain  has  involved  her  in  greater  expenses  than 
any  other  system  of  defence,  and -the  oppression 
of  the  people  is  greatly  owing  to  this  caose.  But, 
^ir,  the  advocates  of  a  navy  speak  as  if  tbisTorce 
would  supersede  the  necessity  of  armies,  fortifi- 
cations, 06c.  Is  it  possible  that  any  man  can  sup- 
pose that  the  establishment  of  a  navy  would  dis- 
pense with  fortifications  1*  I^o  mdtter  what  yOur 
force,  if  you  had  no  fortificatieos,  su^h  a*  city  as 
New  York  might  and  would  be  laid  in  ashes. 
Some  daring  Admiral j  such  as  L«>rd  ^elsOd,  or 
Preble,  if  any  other  ilation  could, boast  of  such  a 
mauj  would  rush  into  danger  and  couft  death  to 
^ci^omplish  puoh  anobject-^n  attempt  which 
would  be  foUy  against  well  built  fortifications 
and  batteries;  so  ^ith  Charleston  and  Boston. 
These  places  are  not  going  tp  fi^i^^  up  their  ^rti* 
ficaiioos  an^  their  cannon.  I  would  inquire,  in 
luy  turOvwhether  this  cheap  defencei  th^  navy,, 
'could  qtieli  the  savages  on  the  Wabash,  or  take 
the  Canadts  and  Nova  Scotia.  I  suppose  the 
adiirocates  of  a  navy  would  dispense  with  gun- 
boats, thai  most  invaluable  species  of  defence  in 
ports  and  harbors,  sboal&'oi  still  water*  A  s^ieciea 
of  defence,  recommeqdea  by  tba^  illustrious  man; 
Mr.  Jefferson,  because  he  knew  their  ytiUty  at 
honae.  and  the  little  danger  of  their  being  used  in 
distant  seas,  to  acquire  nav^l  glory  alone.  I 
"would  call  ihe  attentipo  of  the  House  to  the  St. 
Lawrence,  the  Delaware,  the  Med  iter  riinean,  the 
ports,  of  Europe,  and  the  Baltic,  the  theatre  of 
their  successful  operatipn  in  almost  every  in- 
stance. Ridicule  and  laughier  shall  xtever  change 
my  opinion  as  to  their  efficacy.  But,  sif.  the  evil 
.  of  impressment  must  n/M:essarily  grow  out  of  this 
establishment.  It  has  bee »  contended  already 
that  we  would  have  the  right  in  time  of  war  to 
prevent  our  seamen  from  going  on  board  priva- 
•teers,  and  we  could  compel  them  to  serve  in  oar 
national  ships.  This  then  is  the. doctrine  of  kn- 
pressmeht  in  its  fullest  extent.  You  restrain  the 
citizen  in  his.  movements,  and  compel  him  to 
ser.ve  on  your  vessels  of  war.  Make  a  pretext  for 
war,  and.  every  poor  man  in  the  country  would 
be  in  d$^nger  of  outrase  to  hik  (^rson,  and  comr 
pelled  to  kave  his  wife,  his  children,  and  sacred 
home,  to  serve  in,.your  vessels  of  war.  Mehtioi> 
is  made  of.  the  martial  spirit  of  oureitizens,«nd 
the  gallant  spirit  of  our  naval  officers.  No  liian* 
can  appreciate  their  bravey  more  than  I  do.  The 
attack  upon  Tripoli, crowned  the  Amerioan  offi- 
cers and  seatnoQ  with  a?  mdch  glory,  and  honor 
aa  any  battle  or  sea-fighi  that  we  read  of  in  an- 
cient or  modern  history.  They  contended  w^th 
unequal  forces;  they  grappled  with  th^'eaen^y 
at  his  own  door  with  unel|ual  aumbefs,  and  they 
conquered. 

But,  sir,  these  glorioas  conflicts  gate  us  a  name, 
and  immortalize  those  who  are  the  actors  in  the 
scene,  without  being'  connected  ,witb  the  real 


happiness  or  prosperity  of  the  nation.  1  have, 
traced,  in  the  pageft  of  history,  Lord  Nelson,  the 
British  Admiral,  to  the  Nile.  I  see  him  crowned 
with  neve?-fadinff  laurels,  ia  the  eagagement  off. 
Aboukir ;  I  see  him  ride  into  the  Baltic,  and,  by 
prodigies  of  valor,  reduce,  the  Danes  to  snbmis- 
sion;  I  see  h4ia  off  Trafalgar,  where  he  died  ia 
the  arms  of  Victory.  But  notwithstanding  these 
achievements,  I  see  the  .national  debt  of  fiogjand 
increase ;  I  see  all  England  still  under  her  lo^d 
of- taxes;  I  see  the  common  people  unhappy  and 
oppressed..  I  wish  to  confine  our  gallant  ofiicers 
to  the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier.  Ia  war 
we  shall  have  enough  for  them  to  do.  I  wish 
such  men  as  Rogers,  Decatur,  Gordoa.  aad.  the 
rest  of  our  officers  who  are  ready  to  devote  then 
lives  to  the  service  of  their  country,  kept  near  us, 
and  not  sent  to  disunt  seas  to  fight  the  battle  of 
the  Nile,  or  storm  Gibraltar. 

I  shall  conclude  with  remarking,  that  I  have 
endeavored  to  pro^  ia  the  coarse  of  n^y  remaib 
>that  tliis  ia  an  unfavorable  moment  la  ag^itate  t^is 
qoeation.  T&at  the  ^eatimeats  of  the  people  are 
against  such  a  aystem,  and*  that  aUciant  and  mod- 
ern history  do  not  futnii^b  arguments  ra  faforof 
a  naval  power;  but  that  navies,  ha v«  heeaaad 
always  will  be  en^^aes  of -^bwer,  and  emf^yed 
in  projeots  of  ambitixtn  and  war;  that  the  coase- 
quences  of  a  navy  are  perpetual  lotemal  axes 
and  a..public  debt ;  thp  incapacity  of  the  natioa 
to  support  a  freat  navy,  and  its  teadeacy  to  draw 
the  band  of  pr detection  from  the  cighu  of  the 
people  at  home ;  and  toat  naval  forces  have  aever 
oeen  and  never  ^will  be  confined  to  the  protecuoa 
of  commerce,  but  wiU.be  engaged  in  plandcrand 
constant  violations  of  the  laws  of  na|ioas;  and. 
lastly,  that  coinmerce  hW  had  its  share  <»f  protec- 
tion,  and  that  the  war  we  arcr  aboat  to  wage  h 
principally  for  the  violations  of  our  neatial  rigtas 
upoa  Uie  oeean. 

Mr.  LowNDB8.«-Mf.  Speaker,  in  oae  opinioa, 
expressed  by  the  honorable  gentlenuiD  Jast  op, 
(Mr..  JoaNsoNf)  I  can  concur.     The  Coasiicvtioa 
was  pot  farmed  for  the  excliv^ire   pratectioa  of 
commerce,  l>ut  for  the  defence  of  all  the  iateiesu 
of  the  tJnited  States.    These  are  to  be  pcaiccted 
by  the  whole  forpe  of  the  aatioa.     If  he  had  ad- 
hered throughout  hrs  speech  to  this  opiaioo,  the 
questioA  would  have  been  narrowed  to  the  inqoi- 
ry,  by  what  means  shall  commerce  be  protected  ] 
He  ha^  asserted  the  adeqqacy  to  this^  purpose  of 
the  naval  forc^  which  we  now  possess.     Tais  is, 
indeed,  a  different  ^iew  oC^the  subject  from  that 
which  was  taken  by  his  honorable  coUeagnc.  We 
were  told  but  yesterday,  that  the  undivided  exer- 
tions of  .the  United  States  could  not  cive  them  a 
navy  large  enojyigh  to  be  usefnL    To-day  the  five 
frigateb  which  we  have  in  commission  ar^  thaagat 
sufficient,  if  properly  employed,  to  redress  all  sax 
ipjuries.    l^he  death  of  Pierce  might  have  b»n 
revenged,  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Chesapeake 
obliterated,  if  these  five  frigates  had  been  seat  a 
cruising.    We  did  not  want  force,  but  spirit  to 
employ  it.   Can  it  be  necessary  gravely  to  answer 
these  assertions  ?    May  I  not  trust  their  ccMifoxa- 
tion  to  that  general  knowledge  of  th«  sal^e^ 
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which  every- ibember  of  the  House*  postease^? 
Must  we  inquife  what  bamber  of  Bi^itieh  vessels 
have  been  lately  siatiohed  near  Qur  coast, or  what 

;  greater  namberit  is  in  the  power  of  England  ip 
statiod  there?  My  honorable  friend  from  Peno- 
svlvania  has  ptoduced  a  paper  (not  exactly  for 
•tnia  purpose)  whJQh  he  Wiil  allow  oie  to  mal^e 
use  of.    It  states  that,  in  July,  1811,  the  English 

.  had  at  Haliiaz,  Newroundlaod,  &o„  three  shjps* 
of-the-line,  one  fifty-guo  ship,  and  fiv«  frigf^tes — 
in  the  West-Indies,  two  ships-of-the-Une^one  fifty- 
fua  ship,,  and  nineteen  frigates.  I  shall  say  noth- 
ing of  their  arnaller  vessels;,  but  a  few  weeks 
would  have  sufficed  to  have  braaght  these  thirty- 
one  ships  of  war  toany  part  of  our  ooast  which 
!Eoglaod  might  have  chosen  to  annoy.  Now,  does 
the  gentlemjuB  from  Kentucky  mean  to  say  that 
our  five  frigates  wera  competent  to  the  attack  of 
such  a  force  as  this?  He  do^s  not  say  this,  but 
he  does  say  that  our  coasts  arQ  to  be  protected, 
and  the  vessels, of  our  enemies  driven « beyond 
tho  Gulf  Stream.  How?  Not  by  oiir  present 
force.  What  otb^  mode,  then,  wpuld  he  em- 
ploy ?  We  have  no  ib reasonable  partiality  for  a 
na>¥y.  We  ioJeed,  wished  to  posses^  one,  because 
we  thought  that  it  furnished  the  most  natural  and 
practicable  method  of  defending  those  seai^  which 
the  hoabr^ble^eatleu^n  is  himseh*  determined  to 
defend.  Our  means  he  will  not  adopt.  J^et  him 
tell  us,  then^  whatotto  method. he  would  resort 
to.  .  Let'higi  explain 'his  pcoieet.  "VVe.  will  lis- 
tea  to  it  with  the  anxious  wish*  that  i)  may  offer 
90«e  better  insUBmepts  than  ships  for  smalltime 
defence.  -  ' 

I  cannot  suppose  that  the  canaI,.£rom  Maine  to 
Greorgiai  formed  a  part  of  ihi^  proie'ct.  It  woiild 
not  drive, the  enemy  beyond  the  GulfStream.  It 
would  not  protect  our  seamen  in  their  employ- 
meuts.  It  would  not  ,give  them  employment. 
But,  doea^the  j^endejnan  believe*  that,  m  respect 
to  the  general  mterests  of  the  country,  this  canal 
with  all  its  apparatus,  its  towing  path«and  mulesi 
would  be  a  fit  substitute  for  the  sea,  wUioh  brings 
our  most  distant  ports  into  one  neigbbol-hood?  A 
conversation  with  any -merchant  of  Boston,  or 
New  York  would  abate,  I  believe^  the  confidence 
even  of  its  author,  in  the  Utility  Qf  his  substitute. 
But,  although  the  boaorable  gentlemaa .  from 
Kentucky  is  determined  to  defend  commerce  by 
some  method  which  he  will  not  fully  disclose,  hit 
arguments,,  like  those  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared  Resigned  to  show 
that  Bonunerce  was  not  worth  defeadidg*  After 
the.  full  discussion  of  this  subject,  produced  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign*  Rela- 
tions^ and  tfafe  debates,  at  every  $|age  of  the  bill 
§OT  raising  an  additional  army,  the  Hou^  might 
have  supposed  that  this  question  was  at  last  dis- 
missed. I  hope,  however,  to  be  excused  for  re- 
marking that  both  these,  gentlemen  haveconsid- 
eted  the  profits  of  GOjnmerce  as  confined  to  the 
merchant.  They  have  forgotten  that  commerce 
i raphes  an  exchange  of  commodities,  in  which 
the  merchant  is  only  an  intermediate  agent.  He 
derives,  indeed^  a  jplrofit  from  the  transactiopv- 
bui  somost  the  sellpr  and  the  buyer,  the  grower 


and  the  consumer,  jot  ,  they  would  not  engage  ia 
it.  So  must  all  tnose  who  are  supported  by  their 
own  industry  in  commercial  cities— the  clerk,  the 
arti$an«  the  .common  Iraborer.  But  my  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  Mr.  Pitt  esti* 
mated  the  jnrofits,  of  commerce  in  England  at 
^ly  twelve  millions  for.  a*  year,  in  which  the 
naval  expense  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions, 
I  suppose  .this  estimate  to  have  beeti  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  income  tax,  and  it  obviously  must 
have  referred  only  to  the  prpfiis  of  nnerchants. 
The  profits  of  merchants  may  be  computed,*  but 
no  sobe/fiaancier  would  attempt  to  compute  the 
entire' profits  of  commence.  If  it  be  desirable  to 
form,  not^  indeed,  an' estimate,  but  some  cooTcep- 
tioi:^  -oX  its  importance,  let  my  honorabtp  friehd 
compute  the  value  of  New' York,  where  a  few 
square  feet  of  land  are  an  estate,  and  then  com- 
pare it  with  the  yaloa  of  the  same  extent  of 
ground  for  the  purposes/of  the  plough*  But,  fs  it 
in  this  nation,  and  at  this  time,  thatt  it  can  be  sup- 
posed that  the  profits  of  commerce  are  confined 
IQ  the  merchant  ?  Your  trade  was.  a  few  years 
ago,  unrestrained  and  flourishing — ^id  ii  not  enrich 
the  most  distant  parts  pf  your  couniry  ?  If  has 
since  been  plundered  and  confined.  Does  not  the 
itnlustry  of  the  ooontry  languish  ?  Is  not  t|^e  in- 
come of  every  man  impaired  ?  If  commejce  were 
destroyed,  the  mercantile  class,  indeed,  could  ex- 
ist no  longer ;  but  the  merchant)  the  / ich  capital-  . 
iet,  at  least,  would  individually  sOfiVr  less  than 
atiy  other  part  of  the  community,  because',  while 
their  property  woqld  become  unproductive;  the 
value^  of  money  would  rise  rather  than  fall.  ." 
^  The  value  of  commerce,  then,  has  been  strapge- 
ly .misunderstood  by  these  gentlemen,  who  sup- 
pose that  they  have  calculated  H  so  very  accu- 
rately. But,  whatever,  may.  be  its  value,  you 
hav^  already  determined  to  defend  it.  Consider- 
ations of  expense  are  not,  indeed,-tobe  neglected* 
We  must  emplov,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
the  chea(fest  and  most  efficacious  instruments  of 
ttostiUty  which  we  can  obtain.  But  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hoporable  gentlemetf  on  the  other 
side,' are,  ajmbst  all  of  them,  directed  against  the 
war  rather  than. the  Navy^  It  wQuld  be  absurd, 
say  they,  to  protect  commerce  by  a  navy,  which 
should  cost  Ta6Te  than  that  commerce  is  worth. 
It  must  yet  be  more  absurd;  then,  to  protect  it  by 
^n  Army  which  cosu  much  more  than  the  Navy. 
jn  the  comparison  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  an  army  and  nav>r,  instituted  by  my  col- 
league, there  is  oothing  invidious.  The  Army  isi 
acknowledged,  to  be  necessarv^  It  has  had  oui^ 
votes.  But,  from  the  acknowledged  propriety  of 
raising  the  Array,  was  lairly  inferred  the  propii- 
ety  of  employing  a  navy,  if  it  should  be  prpvedto 
.be  jess  expensive  in  proportion  to  its  probable  ef- 
ficacy. War,  and  all  its  operations  and'  all  its 
instruments,  most  be  expensive.  It  is  difilcult  to 
determine  upou  the  expediency  of  employing  aov 
of  these  instrumeqts,  except  by  comparing  it  with 
some  other.  Xo  compute  the  result  of  this  com- 
parison, the  honorable  grentlemen  on  the  other 
side  must  show,  not  that  it  is  oiore  Expensive  to 
piaintain  a.aavy  tliaa  to  be  without  one-r-oot  that 


S87 


HIStORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


888 


H.  oi'  R, 


Naval  EstablisJCntent. 


Jardast,  1812. 


it  is  more  expensive  to  ^o  to  war  than  to  remaio 
at  peace,  (these  f  ropositioos  they,  perhaps,  have 
proY^'d,)  bat  that  the  objects  proposed  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  Navy  may  be  better  or  more  cheap- 
ly attained  in  some  other  way.  My  honorable 
friend  from  .Pen nsylvMxia^  then,  in  determining 
not  to  follow  my  colleague  in  theinvesti^tion  of 
the  comparative  expense  of  different'  kinds  of 
force,-  must  liave' determined  to 'avoid  the  best, 
and,  indeedjMhe  only  ihethod  of  examination 
from  which  a  just  conclusion  could  be  dedirced. 

But  the  gentleman  from-  Kentucky  ^ployed 
an  argument  joran  assertion,  which  i  know  not 
bow  to  answer,  because  I.  know  not 'whether  I 
correctly  understood  it.  A  ilavy,  saysilie  honor- 
able gentleman, .cannot  protect  commerce*  It 
never  ha*  protected  it..  Why  he  should  suppose 
that  it  cannot.  I  am  unable  to  conjecture.  Th«t 
it  has  not,  is  a  strange  assertion  in  a  war  in  which 
the'  merchant  ehips  of  one  beMjgerent  are  spread 
over  every  s^a,  and  month  after  month  passes 
away  \^ithout  our  hearing  of  a  caMure  by  the 
other.  But,  can  the  honorable  gentleman  mean 
that,  if  England  weVe  without  a  navy,  her  ves- 
sels would  be  as  safe  from  capiu^'e  as  they  now 
are?  Wottld  the  price* oC  insurance  be-exactly 
the  same?  Would  the  Prenjch  fleets  pass  as  much 
of  their  time  in  port? 

Mr.  JoBNSON  explained.  He  had  not  said  that 
a  navy  could  not  protect  commerce,  but  that'  it 
was  usually  employed  rather  as  an  instrument,  of 
power  than  of  defence.  ^         • 

Mr.  LowKoES  continued.  THeii  the  objection 
to  a  navy  is,  that  it  gives  indeed  a  power  which 
maybe  used  for  the  l^st  purposes  of  our  national 
association,  but  which  may  also  be  abusecl.  Is  not 
this  the  nature  6f  all  national  poWei'?  The  seed-. 
Tit]r  asainst  that  ambition  in  our  rulers-  which 
woiild  involve  their  country  in  tvanton  war,  must 
be  derived  from  the  strength  of  the  Constitution, 
and  not  from  1  he  weakness  of  the  natiom  The 
interest  of  the  people  can  never  be  promoted  by- 
unnecessary  wars,  and  the  freqaency  of  our  Mec- 
ti6ns  win  not'^llow  that  interest  to  be  long  ne- 
glected. Ii  would  hardly.be  ^ise,then,'to  •render 
the  country  weiak  by  way  of*  preventing  it  from 
becoming  ambitious  and  tyrannjcal. 

The  honorable  gefltleman  from  Kentucky,  haw- 
ever,  who  sp6ke  yesterday,  offered  objections  to  a 
navy,  which,  if  they  were  well  founded;  wouM 
supersede,  all  further  reasoning  and  calculation. 
He'  opposes  a  navy  now— he  will  oppose  it  for- 
ever. It  i^ould  produce  na  possible  good  and  all 
possible  evil.  It  would  infallibly  destroy  the  Qon- 
stitution.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman  tell  us 
Why?  how  ?  He  sees  the  danger  clearl)^  ?  Will 
he  explaip  it  ?  'An  ambitious  General  might  cor- 
rupt bis  army,  and  seize  the  Capitol — but  will  an 
AdmiVal  reduce  us  to  subjection  by  bringing  his 
ships  up  the  Potomac?  The  strongest  recom- 
mendation of  a  fiavy  in  free  Governments  has 
hitherto  been  supposed  tp  be  that  it  was  capable, 
of  defending  but  not  of  "enslaving  its  country. 
The  honorable,  gentleman  has  discovered  that 
this  is  a  vulgar  error.  A  liavy  is  really  much 
more  daBgecpus  than  an  armf  to  public  liberty. 


He  voted  for  the  array  and  expressed  no  femrs  for 
the  Constitution.  But  fi  navy  yvould  infallibly 
terminate  in  arisiocracy  and  monarchy.  All  this 
may  be  very  true.  But  are  we.unreatonaMe  in 
expecting,  before  we  give  up'  the  old  opinion,  to 
hei^rsome  argument  in  favor  of  the  new  one? 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  asserted  his  propo- 
sitions very  distinctly.  We  complain  only  tliai 
he  has  not  proved  them.  -       ' 

Yet  there  is  a  view'in  which  thisqaestioo  of  a 
navy  is,  indeed,  closely  connected  with  the  Con- 
stitution. That  Copstitniion  wa^  formed  by  the 
union  of  independent  iStajtes,  that  the  strength  of 
the  whole  might  be  employed  for  the  protection 
of  every  part.  The  States' were  not  ignorant  <tf 
the  value  x)f  those  rights  which  they  sorrendered 
to  the  General  Government,  but  they  expected  a 
compensation  for  tiieir  relinquishment  in  the  ta- 
creased  power  which  would  be  employed  for  their 
defence.  Suppose  this  expectation  disappointed 
T~suppose  the  har^bcr  of  New  York  blockaded  by 
tw^  soventy-fours  ?  The  commerce  of  that  ci'tf, 
which  exists  only  by  commerce,  destroyed?  Tfae 
protection  of  the  Qeneral  .Government  claioed? 
Your  whole  navy  could  not  drive  these  Bnghsb 
seventy-fours  from  their  station.  ^Woald  the 
brave  and  enterprising  people  of  IJJewr  York  con- 
sent to  see  their  capital  eadptied  of  iis  inbabii- 
ants,  and  their  whole* country  beggared  by  soceii- 
temptible  a  force?  Their  own  exertions  wooid 
ratse  tf  Aeet  which  would  drive  olTthe  enemy  and 
restore  their  city  to  its  owners.    But,  when  a  sea- 

fie  State  shiftllind  herself  able  to  raise  a  greaier 
eet  tbaii  theGeneral  Government  can  or  wiQ 
employ  for  her  defence,  can' it  be  expecteid  that 
slie  shall  consider  that  Government  as  essential 
to  her  ftai^ty — a^  entitled  to  her  obedience?  i 
repeat  that  the  Federal  Con'stitntion  was  institn- 
ted  by  the  States,  that  tbe'strength-  of  the  whole 
mi^ht  be'combined  for  the  protection  of  any  part 
which  should  be  attacked.  Bttt  what  is  the  na- 
ture«6f  the  defence  which  one  of  our  large  Safes 
may-  be  supposed  interested  to  obtain  from  the 
General  Governn^ent?  Is  it  a  land  force?  We 
can  ficfarcely  expect  an  attack  'on  land,  to  repel 
whicn  the  militia  of  New  York  or  lyiassachnseiu 
would  be  unequal.'  W^re  either  of  these  S^tes 
attacked,  the  General  Government  would  pro- 
tect her  by  ordering  out  her  own  militia.  To 
render  the^nion  permanent,  you  most  render  ii 
the  interest  of  all  the  States,  the  large  as  irell  as 
the  small,  to  maintain'it;  you  must  show  them 
that  it  will  provide,  not  an  army  which  they  can 
have  without  it,  but  what  without  it  they  cannot 
have— ^ap  adequate  navy. 

The  honorable  gentletaan  who  antieipates  the 
destruction  of  the  Gdnititntion,  unless  we  shall 
neglect  one  of  the  grea.t  interests  which  it  wis 
intended  to  protect,  consider^  the  KngHsh  Orders 
in  Council  as  leaving  bur  iastitoiioos  flrinaad 
untouched.  Regulationst  the  effect  of  ^rhich  is  k> 
give  to  a  foreign  Power  the  ^complete  disposiiioa 
of  the  property  of  a  large  class  ot  our  people,  are 
it  seems  in  their  polifreal  result  inaocenc.  Al- 
though every  citizen  who  has  property  on  the 
ocean  beccftne  dependent  on  the  English  Miaistry, 
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becometheir  sobject,  oar  liberty  aqdii^epedjeDee 
are  {we  are  tpld)  unimpaired.  B'ut'l^  a  naVy  be 
raised^et  the  (jroverpment  which  experts  obe- 
dience proTide  protectron/and  tbe  Constitution 
perishes  !  '  . 

But  we  have  been  referred  particularly  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  PenDsyWania  toihe  expe- 
rience of  the  world;  as  having  already  decided 
the  question  which  we  are  now  discussing.    It 
seems  ibat  Venice  and  Qenba,,and  every  other 
naval  Ponder  which  can  be  named,  have  all  fur« 
nished abundant  proofof  the  ruiirt)a8  effects  which 
such  a  force  is  calculated  to  produce.    Sir,  th^ 
assertion  is  new.    I  do  not  pret^d  to  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with' the -histories  of  those  natrons, 
but  1  have  hittver^o  believed  that  the  first  grtot 
shock  which  the  power  of  Venit^  received,  was 
given  by  theLeagueofCambray— a  leagile form- 
ed to  repress  her  ambition,  not  of  maritime,  but 
of  territorial  aggrandizement.    But,  whilst  Ven- 
ice has  lost  her  independence,  after  maintaining 
it  for  five  or  six  centuries,  may  I  ask  my  honora- 
ble friend  whether  the  States  of  Italy,  which  were 
never  oppressed  by  fleets^  had  enjoyed  a  loni^r 
term  of  prosperity  andTreedom  ?    As  to  Genoa — 
her  naval  power,  her  independence  and  glory, 
rose  and  sunk  with  the  same  man— Dona.    But 
Holland,  says  the  g^nileman  from  Kentucky,  af- 
fords an  example  of  a  natioit,  whose  commerce 
flourished  greatly  before  it  had  &  navy,  and  de-» 
cayed  while  her  navy  con tinuedv  powerful/    If 
there  ever'^ere  a  people,  whose  naval  power  has 
been  employed  to  ptoteet  ^nfi  almost  to  create 
their  commerce,  it  is  the  Dutch.    They  fought 
their  way  at  the  same  time  to  trade  in  the  East 
Indiesand  America.and  to  national  independence 
in  Europe.    The  decay  of  their  trade  isio  be  at- 
tributed to  the  development  of  tho  resources  of 
other  nations  ;*  to  the  navigation  act  of.England ; 
and  the  similar  measufes  adopted  by  other  Pow^ 
ers.     As  to  France— rike  period  of.  her  greatest 
financial  prosperity  probably  coincided  with  .that 
of  her  greatest  naval  power;  both  were  due  to 
the  administration  of  Colbert.    But  .the  evils  of 
a  naTy  (gentlemen  tell  us)  have  been  concentra- 
ted in  the  case  of  England.    With  all  her  fleets 
she  is  destined  soon  to  lose  her  independence.  The 
expense  of  those  fleets  has  crushed  the  industry 
of  her*subiect^  and  must  soon  reduce  her  to  na- 
uooal  bankruptcv.    Let  us  suppose  that  'these 
gentlemen,  who  have  been  so  much  mistaken  In 
regard  to  the  past,  may  be  more  aqcurate  in  their 
narrative  of  the  future.  JStill  BngUnd  will  have 
ow^ed  to  her  fleets  her  redemption  from  invasion 
for  agesTOst.    While  eyery  othet  considerable 
nation  of  Europe  has  been  bankrupt  over  and  over 
again,  she  is  not  yet  bankrupt.    While  nearly 
every  other  Gtovemmenl  of  Europe  has  been  over- 
sety  hers  yet  tides  out  the  Istorm.    Should  Eng- 
land fall  to-morrow,  it  should  seem  impossible  to 
deay  that  her  navy.wili  have prolgnged  her  indcr 
pendenoe  for  at  least  two  centuries. 

But  it  is  said  that  our  resources  do  not  eirable 
as  to  maiutain  a  navy  powerful  enough  to  be  of 
an  Y  advantage  in  a  war  with  England.  I  feel  no 
disposituin,  sir,  to  disguise  the  difficulties  of  the 


question'.  The  proposition  of  my  honorable  col- 
leacfuc  was,  that  the  resources^  of  the  nation  are 
-sufficient  to  enable  it  to^ support  a  naval  force  by 
which,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  we  may 
r^sonably  expect  to  maintain  a  superiority  in  the 
American  seas.  In  this  opinion  I  fully  concur, 
I. believe  that  the  smalfer  force  which  has  been, 
mentioned  (twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty 
frigates)  would  probably  be  adequate  tcTthls  ol^ 
ject.  But,  before  i  say  anything  of  its  adequacy, 
I  must  notice  the  calculations  bj  Whic^h  ray  hon- 
orably friend  from  Pennsylvaiiia  has  attempted 
to  sbpw  that  such  a  fleet  cannot  be  supported.  My 
honorable  friend  stated,  with  unquestionable  ac- 
curacy, the  present  expense  bf  our  navy,  accor^" 
iog  to  the  Secretary's  estimate.  He  divided  this 
sum«by  the  number  of  guns,  and  applied  this  rate 
of  expense  to  the  estimate  pf  a  fleet  of  seventy* 
fours  and  frigates.  I  beva  not  a4tempted  to  io 
through  his  calculations.  But,  if  the  figurio^  be 
right,  the  answer  must  be  wrong.  The  principle 
of  the  calculation'  is  erroneous.  A  gun  in  a  ffun- . 
boat  is  supposed  hf  the  Secretary  to  cost  abdut 
$12,000  a  year,'io  |  frigale  about  $4,000.  This- 
may  not  be"  the  true  expense,  hot  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  its  being  pretty  nearly  tb6  pro^ 
portional  expense.  If  therefore  we  compute  the 
expense  of  a  fleet  of  frigates  from  that  of  a  fleet  of  ' 
guaboats.  the  estimate  would  very  evideoi'ly  be 
three  tinies',as.^reat.as.the  real  expense.  [Mr. 
ScTBEirr  explained.  His  calculations  had  not 
been  founded  on  the  expense  of  a  fleet.of.  gu'n- 
boatfi^  hot  on  the  Secretary's  estimate  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  present  jreat;  which  provides  for  keep- 
ing in  service  only  sixty-three  gunboats.] 

I  never  hear  my  honorable  friend,  sir,  without 
pleasure ;  out  1  have  certainly  heard  him  without, 
conviction.  He  hAs  mistaken  the  answer  which 
has  been  given  to  his  calculations. .  It  is  this-^an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  frigates  founded  on 
the  expense  of  gunboats,  would  be  wrong;  be-* 
cause  a  gun  in  the  Ode  costs,  three  times  as  much 
as  in  the  other.  An  estimate  therefore  of  the 
expense  of  s  fleet  consisting  entirely  qt  frigates, 
or  larger  vessels,  founded  pn  the  expense  of  a  fleet 
composed  partly  offirtgates  and  partly  of  gun- 
boats, must  also  be  wrong.  If  the  number  of 
gunboats  be  very  small,"  and  their  expense  in 
proportion  to  that  of.  the  larp^er  vessels  trifling, 
the  error  in  the  calculation  will  be  unimportant. 
But  unluckily  this  is  not  the  case  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  m^  honorable  friend.-  The  expense  of  the 
gunboats  in  the  estimate  alluded  to  is  one-third  of 
the  expense  of  the  whole  NaVal  Establishment. 

My  honorable  colleague  has  calculated  t^e  ex- 
pense of  building  and  maintaiuing  a  navy  of  12 
ships-of-theline  and  20  frigates,  and  has  explain- 
ed the  principles  on  which  his  calculations  have  > 
been  founded.  The  estimate  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania  can  hardly  be  considered,  after 
the  error  which  has  been  remarked,  as  impugning 
those  calculations.  I  have  not  myself  attempted, 
to  estimate  the  probable  expense  of  maintaining 
12  ships-of-the*line  and  20  ririgates  with  any  pre- 
cision, but  I  cannot  doubt  the  fairness  of  the  fule 
which  deduces  it  from  the  expense  of  such  a  force 
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to  Enffland.  This  is  the  t\x\e  which  I  understood 
my  colleague  to  bs^ve  employed.  It  b^s  not*  been 
disputed  in  debate  ^  ic  has  been  in  conversation. 
Many  gentleman  have  objected  to -an  estimate  of 
the  expenses  of  a  navy  during  wat,  iA  whici)  (as 
they  suppose)  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  pecu- 
liar expenses  which' war-involves*  To  have  ail 
our  ships  safe  at  the  end  of  the  contest  isob^fved 
t6  be  rather  a  sanguine  expectation.  But  if  th& 
rate  of  expense  in  the  estimate  of  my  colleague 
were  deduced  from  the  rate  of  Euglish  expense 
during  war,  these  objections'  must  be  altogether 
ground kss.'  Now,  it  ira«  deduced  fVom  the  ex- 
pense which  is  Xoond  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
English- Naty  in  a  state  of  unimpaired  strength 
during  w^r.  The  English  expense,  from  which 
i(  was  inferred,  iacliided  the  charge  of  dockland' 
navyryards,  of  the  repair  of  old  ships  and  of  the 
•building  of  new  on  est  h  included  pensions  to 
their  officers,  and  even  the  support  .of  the  prisour 
ers  taken  from  their  enemies. '  I  have  on  my  table 
a  detailed  account  <^  the  English  ^val  expendi- 
ture for  a  year  of  the  last  war.  The  whole  amount 
was  about  twelve  millions  and  a  half,  and  of  thiv 
sum  fully  four  millions  and  a  half  were  applied 
to  what  may  be  .considered  the  contingent  ex- 
pends of  the  navy.  Now.  is  there  any  reaspn  to 
suppose  that  the  contingent  expenses  of  oar  navy 
would  be  greater  in  proportion  to  its  force  than 
this?  And' if  not  g^reater,  has  not  an  allowance 
been  made  for  the  capture  of  some  of  our  ahipsi 
or  in  other  words  fqr  the  building,  of  new  ones? 
It  is  true,  that  from  the  superiority  of  Etifflish 
sailoK  to  their  present  enemies,  England  loses 
little  by  capture,  and,  it  may  be  supposed,  that 
from  the  greater  frequency  and  severity  of  our 
conflicts  when  we  shall  be  engaged  in  war  against 
her,  our  contingent  expenses  may  be  greater  in 
proportion  to  the  number'  of  our  ships  than  hers. 
But  there  are  many  expenses  to  Which  she  is  ne- 
cessarily^  subject,  from  which  we  shall  be  exempt. 
I  wilt  instance  that  resulting  from  blockading 
squadrons,  and  that  from  repairs  in  dolonial  and 
foreign  ports..  Tbese  can  appear  inaonsiderable 
to  no  man  who  has  given  his  attention  in  any  de- 
gree  to  the  sobjecL  Navi|l  men  I  believe  would 
not  dontradiet  me,  if  I' were  to  state  the  expense 
of  a  ship  employed  In  a  strict  blockade,  and  parti* 
cularly  during  the  winter  months,  as  folly  double 
that  of  a  sbii)  engaged  in  ordinary  servicV.  In 
fact,  England  fibds  the  expense  loo  great  for  her 
finances,  and  has  beeh  obliged,  in  some  measure, 
to  give  up  the  practice.  The  other  article  of  ex- 
pendicure'to  which  I  have  referred,  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  estimate  with  any  precision.  It  must, 
however,  be  obvious,  to  every  man,  that  the  ships 
of  war  of  England  must  frequently  be  repaired 
and  refitted  in  distant' countries.  In  these  the 
roost  scrupulous  fidelity  ahd  economy  on  the  part 
of  her  offi6ers  cannot  prevent  the  expense  from 
being  frequently  extravagant.  The  most  saluta- 
ry regulations  and  most  provident  instructions  oh 
the  part  of  the  Administration^at  home  cannot 
prevent  her  officers  from  being[  somretimes  careless 
and  fraud  ulent*  I  recollect  an  instance  of  the  enor* 
mouB  expense  involved  in  the  distant  services  re- 


quiredfromihe  British  Navy,  which  leulDotpr^ 
tend  to  state  with  accuracy,  but  in  which  I  hope 
not  to  be  substantially  wrong.  Sir  Home  Pop. 
bam  (a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Eogiish  N|. 
vy)  ha()  under  his  command  in  the  last  wtr  two 
or  three  frigates  in  the  East.  Indies,  they  hid 
left  England  in  good  eonditioQ,  and  their  repiin 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  the  supply  of  the  dif* 
ferent  articles  of  equipment  which  theyoeeaiion. 
ally  "required,  exceeded,  I  believe,  the  pnoicast 
of  the  vessels  thenbselves.  These  twoiiemtof 
expenditure,  blockading  squadrons,  and repiinja 
distant  countries  (to  neither  of  which  u  Aneri- 
can  Navy  would  be  liable)  will  be  lekDovic^ 
I. think,  to  justify  the  copelusion,  that  the  entiik* 
gjent  ;^xpensf  s  of  the  English  Navf  most  ht  n 
great  in  proportion  to  its  force  as  ours  would  W 
in  war— and  iheil^fore  that  the  rale  employed  ii 
th^  calculations  of  mv  coUeagne  was  corteci 

BujL  our  resources  for  the  equi))aieot  of  i  nirf 
appear  to  the  honorable  gcntlemeD  oq  the  oi^ 
side,  as  deficient  in  letfpect  to  men  aod  noiey. 
Sailors  in.  this  country,  can  not  he  obtained  is  nf- 
fictent  1i umbers  withoiU  impressment.  Itnut 
ncMsaary,  Air,  to  inquive  whether  for  the  deimt 
of  their  peculiar  rights  the  services  of  a  luriK 
militia  may  not  be  required,  llieit  isDoreon 
to  doubt  our  being  able  to  procure  therolaian 
services  of  our  teamen*  It  we'  shall  at  uy  tine 
be  engaged  in  a  war  (like  that  with  FruKek 
1798)  which  shall  leave  the  greater  part  of  os 
trade  unaffected,  the  wages  of  sailors  will  iideed, 
be  high)  but  the  number  required  will  besaill 
and  the  Government  can  afford  high  wiga  It 
a  war  of  a  different  character— aeaiostiutigi 
powerful  at  sea — your  sailora  will  oe  tbrovs  out 
of  employment  and  their  wages  will  be  Deeosui- 
ly  low.  But  g^entlemen  object  to  this  letsoDiit 
on  the  supposition  that  in  sucK  a  caseoorsailm 
WDul d  all  engage  in  pri  vateers.  The  notioo  (bt 
in  any  war  there  will  be  a  demand  iBthiscooi- 
try  for  more  than  thirty  thousand  siifcnfflrjw* 
vateers  is  sorely  an  extfa^ragant  one.  B«  iUu 
been  sfhown  by  my  collogue  that  Jnivir  which 
should  diminish  our  trade  by  one-half, (tad i war 
requiring  any  great  naval  exertion  waaWaeeesr 
sarily  do  this,)  thirty  or*  forty  tboosand  wian 
may  be  dm  ployed  in  privateers,  aod  a  wfteiaj 
number  would  remain  lor  your  public  ship.  6« 
are  not  your  privateers  as  much  a  part  or  the  dj* 
val  force  of  the  nation  as  your  ships  of  wir?  n 
haa  been  said,  inde^,  that  they  are  theaofeoK* 
ful  part.  Na;w,  if  the  Government shoBMbeli«« 
(what  neither  sober  reflection  nor  the«?en«tt 
of  otner  nations  can  permit  it  to  donbtjthaithu 
part  of  tvonr  force  cannot  be  in  any  greitdegm 
serviceable  unless  support^  by  a  fl8et•-thens«^ 
ly  a  limitation  tp  its  extent^  which  would  bel^ 
cessary  even  to  the  interest  of  its  owoers.  cmmi 
fairly  be  objected  ta  The  law  Jost  passrf  l« 
raising  twenty-fire  thousand  men,  proTi<i«s.  > 
think,  for  oAly  one  regiment  of  cavahry.  Pww.fl 
is  very  possible  that  a  much  larger  proportita  <* 
tke  twenty-five  thousand  men  than  can  beaceoo* 
modated  in  this  regiment,  may  choose  tofou 
Canada  oA  horseback.    They  mast  be  ^JV^'^ 


m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 


894 


January,  18l2. 


Naval  EgtaUMment. 


H.  OP  R; 


ed,  and  ellher  not  fo  ipto  the  ^nD^  at  all,  or  go 
into  the  service  which  they  least  desire.  No  man 
has  hitherto  deooqnc^  the  act  as  i>n  this  acpoont 
tyranoical  and  opt)ressive.  Yer  this  eaire  $eems 
to  me  a  troe  parallel  to  the  other.  Id  the  naral, 
as  in  the  military  service,  theTDterest  of  the  coun- 
try re<)uireft  the  emplpyment  of  difierent,  ^orts  of 
force ;  aod  the  objscl  may  be  attained  with  equal 
fairness  in  both,  seryicea  by  limiting  the  amouni 
of  the  favorite  forces     '   .    . 

BulVhy  should,  we  speculate  loosely  on  a  sub* 
ject  on  which^we^hare  already  had^ome  experi- 
ence? .We  have  now.  I  believe, as  many  seamen 
as  soldiers  ia  QOr  service.  Have  ,^9  found  jfkote 
drfficuUy  in  procuriqg  them?  An  addition  to  the 
army  has  become  -necessary;  and  e\ren  with  the 
unexampled,  bounty  which* has  been  offered,  there 
are  men  who  doubt  wJiether  th^  enlistment,  will 
be' very  soon  completed.  Withou^any  bounty,  I 
Jiave  been  informed,  tbat-Uie  number  of  seamen 
19  our  service. may  be  greatly  increased.  Is  this 
not  a  pmetical  decision  of  the  questions  ?  An  ap- 
olieation  to  the  Secretaries  of  Wtgr.  and  of  the 
Navy,  will.  I  ^m  sure,  confirm  iL 

But  the  greet  dificulty  in  the  subject  before 
the  Committee, consists  in  ihe^question  as  tothe 
adequacy  of  the  force  which  has  been  mentioned. 
I  have  said  that  I  believe  (with  my.  colleague,^ 
that  ia  the  present  state. of  Europe,  twelve  seven<« 
ty-fours  apd  twenty  frigates  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  ffive  ustbe  command  of  the  Ameri- 
can seas..  I  do  not  mean  that  they  would  prevent 
English  vessels  from  ever  appearing  off  our  coast ; 
but  they  wouldpteventtkeir  maintaining  a  perma- 
nent station  there-rcfaey.could  prevent  their  block- 
adiog  our  harbors.  What  fosce  must  filbglaod 
maintain  in  order  to  blockade  ports  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic  ?  It  has  been,  said  a  force  at  least 
triple  that  which  is.  blockaded.  Thi^  opinion 
[which  is  supported  by  high  professional^thori- 
ty  )  has  faee^  supposed  to  rest  on*  the  necessity  of 
what  may.  be  called. a  double  relief  of  vessels. 
But,  wiihouf  expressing  any  opinion  ia  regard  to 
.hi,s  argument,  ^  is.  I  think,  sufficiently  clear 
without  it,  that  England,  in  order  to  blockade  our 
leei,  must  maintain  three  ships  for  one.  The  ae^ 
!idenu  to  which  a  blodkadiog  squadron  on.  our 
oast  must  be  aJwaVsliable-^the  probability  of  ito 
eiog:  scattered — of  one  of  ite  vessels  b^ing  dis^ 
lasted,  aad  obliged  to  go  for  repair  to  some  <ti«- 
tn  t  port,  would-  render  it  not  only  dangerous,  hut 
esperate,  tp  tdtompt  a  blockade  with  equal  num- 
ers  ;  because  equality  would  soon  laease.  It  is 
ot  to  be. presumed,  that  England  would  attempt 
>  blue:!fade  twelve  sMps-df-khe-lin»  in  American 
3rts  by  fewer  than  eighteen  of  her  ships^  Now, 
\ese  vessels  could  not  remain  at  sea  forever — 
ley  must  be  relieved — they  must  be  repaired.- 
or  this  purpose  (without  conaideriog  the  neces- 
ly  €>£  victoalliDg  and  watering,)  eightec^n  other 
lips  would  be  indispensable.  Thirty-six  ships- 
-t he-line,  then,  would  be  /lecessary  in  order  to 
ve  Kogland  the  command  of  .the  American  seas. 
7uld  she  spare  these?- 

To  show- that  she  could  i^ot^my  colleague  has 
>a  tiuDed  the  stations  ocei^pied  b.y  her  sqtnulrOQs, 


and  has  asked,  which  of  these  could  be  prudently 
weakened?  The  eonclli&ion  which  he  hasdrawn 
froi^  this  induction  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the  navat  action's  of  the  present  and  Usr  war..  In 
Lord  Itowe's  victory,  in  Lord  SV,  Vincent'?,  in 
the  bai.tle  of  the  Nile,  of  Camperdown,  of  Trafal- 
gar—ib  all  these  the  English  force  was  inferior  to 
that  of  'their  enemy.  Battles,  on  the  issu|B  of 
which  depended  the  possesion,  of  a  most  import- 
ant province — the  dominion,  perhaps,  of  the  see- 
the safety  of  the  State,,  have  been  intrusted  to 
fifteen  and-  twenty  ships,  in  the  battle  off  Cape 
•St  Viacebt,  the  disparity  was  fifteen  to  twenty- 
seven.  Why,  In  these  important  actions,  did  Eng- 
land suffer  her  fleets  to  be  outnumbered  ?  Do  gen- 
tlemen on  the  pther  side  stfppose'that  it  was  trom 
a  epirit  of  chivalry — from  a  romantic  valor  that 
disdained  W  calculate  the  nuddber  of  its  enemies? 
They  do  the  English  Admiralty  great  injastice. 
The  inferiority  was  the  result^of  necessity^,  not 
choice.  And  if  they  could  detach 'but  thirteen 
ships-of-the-Uoe  to  dispute  the  conquest  of  Egypt, 
ir  should  seem  improbable  that  they  can  spare 
thirty-six  to  dispute  the  command  of  the  Ameri- 
can Betts,  At  some  future  titne,  however,  some 
of  these  genrtlemen  appear  to  think  it  possible  that 
itin#y  be-wise  to  build  a,  navy.  But^what  are* 
the  circuqastances  which  can  render  it  wise  to 
build* one  hereafter,  and  which  do  not  require  it 
now  ?  Shall  we  build  one  when  we  have  all  the 
materials  and  artisans  which  are  necessary  to  its 
constru^ion'?  .  We  have  them  now.  Shall  we 
btiild  one  when  the  ntimber  of  our  seamen  ena- 
bles us  to  rankr  among  the  first  naval  Powers  of 
the  world  ?  In  the  number  of  our  seapien  we  are 
now  tnfe.rior  only  to  Bogfand.  Bot' perhaps  we 
have  no  occasion  for  a  navy  ;'  perhaps  we  have 
found,  that  without  one,  pur  commerce  is  every- 
where midistuched,  and  all  the  nations  of  the. 
Old  World  friendly  and  just.  There  is  scarcely 
ope  wjilch  hai  not  plundered  us.  We  have  now 
the  means.  We  noyr  feel  the  necessity  for  a  na- 
val force ;  the  airguments  by  which  it  is  assailed 
now  may  be  employed- as  well  at  any  future  time 
to  perpetuate  oUr  d^nd^nce  on  the  nations  of 
Europe.' 

'  But  the  command  of  the  American  seas  could 
not,  it  is  said,  if  you  had  it,  apcjire  your  com- 
merce. Your/ships  beyond  the  Gape' of  Good 
Hope,  Rt  the  Baltic,  or  the  coast  of  France,  ^oaid 
not  be  benefited  by  it.  It  w:ould  secare  your  sea- 
coast  from;  being  plundered  or  ravaged.  It  would 
give  direct  protectioj»to  the  coasting  trade,  which 
is  acknowledged  jlo  be  more  important  than,  any 
other.  It  would  indirectly  prloteet  all  your  trade 
^-because  if,  would  render  it  the  interest  of  every 
nation  to  respect  the  rights  of  a  people  who  would 
.not  receive  in  war  more  injufy  than  they  could 
infliet. 

It  was  said  in  some  former  debate  (I  think  by 
the'Speaker)  that  the  true  motive  for  the  injuries 
which  England  has  done  us,  was  her  jealousy  of 
acommerciaLrival.  I  believe  this  to  be  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  Committee.  But  it  is  strange 
that  those  who  eotertaip  this  opinion  should  ex- 
pect to  obtain  aa  honorable  peace  without  any 
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D^val  ezertioD.    If  Canada  be  coaqaered,  (98  they 
say  that  in  this  case  il  must  never  be  restored.) 
it  is  not  easy  to  discover  any  strong  inducement 
to  peace  whiqh.  England  would  have  in  the  con- 
sideration that  you  bad  got  her  colony  and  meant 
to  keep  it.'    Tasuoceed  in  negotiatioawith  a  rival 
people,  you  must  convince  them,  that  they  will- 
gain  as  much  {is  you  by  the  treaty  which  you 
propose.    To  terminate  your  war  with  England 
hooorably,  you  must  show  that  she  will  lose  as 
well  as  you  by  its  continuance. .  But  when  your 
whole  trade — your  /oreign   and  your  coasting 
trade,  are  destroyed,  (and  without  a  naval  force  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  must  be,)  what  argument 
would  your  most  dextrous  neg6tiator  employ  to 
show  that  the  loss  of  England  would  b»  eqqat  to 
your  own  from  the.  continuaixce  of  the  war? 
What  equivalent  would  he  offer  he^  .for  the  re- 
storation of  that  commerce  which  peace  would 
give  you  1    What  passion  or  what  interest  on  her 
part  would  he  oppose  to  that  commercial  jealousy 
which  the  war  would  gratify  but  would  not  sa- 
'tiate?  Iknow  not;  but  it  the  jesources  of  the  coun- 
try be^  employed  prudently,  economically,  vigor- 
ously, in  the  acquisition  (>f  a  naval  force ;  the  com-v 
■nana  of  yoor  own  seas  obtained  ;>  our  coi^sting 
'  irade  protected  ',  the  West  India  trade  of  your  en- 
emies threatened'— then,  indeed,  you  may  .nego- 
"tiate  on  equal  terms.    You  may  obtain  respect 
for  your  flag  without  sending  a  national  ship  tben 
>  in  every  a^  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and* will  be  paid' 
in  return  for  the  safety  which  peace  with  you 
must  give  to  the  trade  of  Eogtand  with  her'colo- 
'nies.    Your  war  will  then  have  been  honocable ; 
your  peace  Will  be  secure. 

•Mr.  I^^^id :  Beitig  in  favor  of  the  bill  now 
under  eonstderation^  I  be|^  leave  to  express  my 
aentimen<t8,  and  state  the  reasons  .U  support  of 
my  opinion ;  and  the  only  pledge,  I  shall  offer  to 
the  House,  for  their  attention,  is,  that  I  shall  not 
occupy  much  of  their  time. 
.'This  bill,  sir,  embraces  two  objects — one  re*- 
iates  to  the  repairs  and'equipment  of  the  ships  of 
the  United  States  now  out  of  service*— the  other 
contemplates  the  building  of  ten  additional  frig: 
ates,  and  laying  th^  foundation  of  a  new  Naval 
Establishment.  The  view  ^hich  I  entertaiq  of 
t-his  subject,  do^  not  arise  from  its  connexion 
with  that  system  which  grows  out  of  what  is 
called  the  present  crisis,  or  putting  tha  nation  in 
armor  for  war^  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations ;  but  from  a  conviction,  that, 


extensive  territory  which,  we  posses.*,  thinly  set- 
tled, low  in  price,  of  an  excellent  soil,  capable, 
from  iu  fertility  and  variety,  of  dimes,  of  afibrd- 
ing  produce  of  every  kind,  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance. The  surplus  of  all  is*  wanted  in  other 
countries,  where  nature  has  been  less  bonntifnl; 
and  it  must  be  a  great  Wbile  before  the  labor  of 
our  citizens  can  be  diverted  extensively  into  other 
channels'— I  mean  mannfactares.  This  is  a  condi- 
tion ipwhich  we  ought  to  rejoiee,  for  the  causey 
Which  bind^us  in  this  necessity,  are  those  which 
tend  to  preserve  the  morals^  the  happioee,  and 
the  independence  of  the  nation.  Ani  anul  our 
land3  are*  taken  up,  and-  population  beeones  re- 
dundant, the  basis  of  our  national  wealth  ra»t  be 
ths  fartning  interest.  But,  sir,  in  a  eonntry  w 
blessed  by  nature ;  -whese  the  inhabitants  have 
the  greatest  stimulus  to  industry,  the  fniiu  of 
their  labor  secured  by  just  and  equal  laws ;  where 
the  property  cannot  be  taken  from  the  ovier 
without  his  consent,  thei^  will  be  a  vast  surpisi 
beyond  what  the  consumption  of  the  coooiry 
requires.  Hence,- cooimeree  springs  up  ts  lie 
daughter  and  handmaid  of  affricnluire.  With- 
out csramerce,  agricultdre  woofd  langnish.  With 
It,  we«'ilth  is  consolidated,  and  industrf  promoied. 
It  diffuses  its  benign  influence,  discoTerablc  ia 
the  splendid  and  delightful  impravements,  which 
rejoice  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  thrna^hoot  t^ 
cQUBtry.  And  it  is  as  unnatural  for  the  (anniaf 
interest  to  oppress  the  commercial,  as  it  is  for  tbe 
parent  to  abandon  its  offspring.  Thef  mataahy 
cherish  and  support  each  other  ;  and,  by  satsrai 
sympathy,  must  be  affected  by'tiie  cfae^  %b4 
disorders  which  each  may  receivs.  Bat  ena- 
merce  must  be  protected,  h  cannot  protect  itself 
against  force.  .  Being  carried  oir  abroad  on  the 
ocean,  (for  I  ain  speaking  of  foreign  commerce) 
it  is  subject  to  annoyance,  in  term  pt  ion,  and  hsi- 
ard.  We  must  pass  the  conHkM>n  highway  of 
nations' to  get-|o  a  market ;  and  in  this  roote.the 
weak  and  defenceless  must,^and  always  wi//,  be 
th^  sporl  and  prey  of  the  strong  and  Tiolea^  whom 
they  may  meet  in  the  way.  From  the  wretched 
state  of  those  nations  witb  Whom  we  hiave  inter- 
course, we,  from  weakness,  miist  fall  ^ctims  to 
their  violence^  This  is  an  evil  which  we  shall 
always  experience  as  a  neutral,  coming  ia  col- 
lision with  belligerents.  Shall  we  then  abandoi 
commerce,  or  shall  we  strive  to  sopport  it  ?  it 
will  be  for  th6  interest  of  the  conntrf  to  sopport 
it,  if  possible ;  for  if  we  abandon  it.  Use  trU  will 


as  an-abstract  question  or  fhatterofgeneral  policy,  ^recoil  on  the  agricultural  part,  who^  no  longer 

I  deem  it  for  the. interest  and  security  of  the  Uni-     '       "  -  '  ^  __-  ^_j  _ 

ted  States,  to  begiki  the  Establishment. of  a  Ndivy, 
to  be  perpetuated  and  extended  hereafter — and, 
because  1  believe  it  may  be  accomplished,  to. the 
extent  at  present  proposed,  from  the  ordinary 
means  we  ought  to  possess,  without  adding  any 
pew  burdens  on  the  citizens.  In  order  to  decide 
whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
We  must  examine^  and  see  how  it  is  connected 
with  the  great  and  essential  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. The  basis  of  our  national  wealth  is  agri- 
culture ;  the  real  sobstanjce  of  the  nation  is  drawn 
from  the  ^arth..  ,This  arises  from  the  great  and 


than  foreign  commerce  is  supported',,  can  find  a 
vent  for  their  surplus;  and  withoat  a  vent  for 
the  surplus,  a  bare  competency  mighc  he  endaa* 
ffered.  Internal  commerce  w^nld  always  fui 
for  that,  being  but  a  stream  froin  foreign  csb- 
merce,  must  dry  when  the  fountain  £roin  whence 
it  issues  fails.  Enterprise  ceases,  and  langooraad 
poverty  ensue.  It  is  then  for  the  interest  of  the 
nation'  to  cherish  commerce.  But  how^  can  this 
be  done?  Will  a  navy  have  this  affect  ?  I  thi^ 
it  will.  Indeed,  if  the  Ijttle*  Navy  which  wsi 
commenced  some  years  ago,  had  been  supported 
and  increased  as  it  might  have  been  withont  aay 
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difficulty,  we  mf^ht,fttid  id  all  probability  should^ 
have  avoided.  b3r  .present  calamities.  .We  are 
DOW  the  defeqceless  prey  of  both'  Fcanee  aini 
England ;  deprived  of  the  coixnaon  right)  of  ^a-* 

Jions  aod  cit^tts  of  the  world.  M^ifl  it  then  be 
asked,  shall*  we  pot  go  to  war  and  fight  our  way  ?' 
1  have  already  recorded  my  negative  on  thB-sev- 
eral  questions  preparatory  to  that  step,  and  I  am- 

decidedly  against  going  ^o  'war,.  We  have  not 

the  means  necessary,  .a ntl  uasaecessful  resrstance 

will  only  make  oar  condition  worse,.  I  verily 

believe,  if  this  niBtion  had  fostered   dor  infhnt 

Navy,  from  the  time  it  wits  commenced,  and 

had  not,  bjr  a  straoflre  infatuation,  abandoned  and 

tteglected  it,  ii  wquid  now  hAve  be^  too  impor- 
tant to  be  despised,  by  either  France  ot  Ens- 

'had^     OqY   prosperity,  would,  have  continued. 

Our  atrerigth  would  have  been  dreaded,  and  bur 

friendship  courted  by  both  nations.    While  they 

have  been  ciMitending  for  the  mas^t^ry,  we^  with 

such  nav^l  forc^  arwe  ougt^|(  to  have  bad/a^d  a 

strict  QOUTse  of  neutrality,  mitrht  have  purdUed  a 

lawfirl  and- gaToful' trade.'    We  might  hav^  had 

a  perpetual  reveille,  of  sixieeh  roiillohs,  instead 

of  the  piitancd^now  received' at  the  Treasury.     I 

believe,  that  with  the  navy  we  might  have  had, 

trad  a  correct  strict  neutral  course,  there  Would 

have  been  neither  Berlin  and  Milat^  Decree^ 

nor  Orders  in  Cou^il,  to  annoy  ou>  lawful  coof* 
xnerce.       *  •  *   , 

But  it  ia  now  top  late  to  fetrteve  our  past  mis' 
fortunes.  ;We  catt  only  profit  by  experience,  and 
it  will  be  wis^  to  gdara  againsl  the  futore.  Let' 
ns-'noW  lay  the  foundation  of  (bat  force  whfch* 
can  tilone  pr(Ke6t  us  for  lime*  to  come.  It  will 
afford  a  strong  argument  when  we  demand  the 
free  enjbyment  of  bur  fust  rig^hts.  I  1tnow  it 
cannot  be  doi^e  ifi  a.day,-or.a  year.  But  we  tnay 
bei^iQ'  to  lay^  the  fonndatron,  and  gradually  pro- 
gress.. iThe  number  of  frfgates  cojittmplated  by 
the  bill  is<moderafe.  I  haveno^deaof  ibuilding 
a  n^ry  to  ccfpe.  wlih  (jlfeat  Britarn  ;*  but,  with 
ten  addittimal  frigates,  it  would  afibrd  great' secu- 
rity to  our  coast  and*  shoresi  which  are  Oow  de- 
fenceless. Particular  <ports  and  harbors  may  be 
guarded  by  fortificat!Ons,^ei  they  afbvd  but  a 
partial  defenccffor  oiiV  exten»ives'eacoast.  With 
Lhe  aid  of  suddt  additional  strength  as  th^  bill  pro« 
poses,  our  Navy  woufd  be  tbo  formidable,  in  the 
Piray  they  could  be  brought  to  act  at^onre  in  de-^ 
'eoce  of  our  own. shoves,  not  to  be  .regarded  with 
rome  degree  ofterrbr  by  an  Invading  fOe,  Who^  re 
issail  bs,iiiiisc  cro9$'th<d''At4anti€,^  and  fight  at  odds 
m  our  own  waters.  I^bia  force,  which  might  and 
togrht  to'  be  increased  gradually  hereafter,  with 
rur  fortifications,  and  a  prave  militia  spnead  over 
n  extensive  ^country,  ready  to  defend  the  soil^ 
vrooldy  let  the  stat^of  Enro^  be  What  it  may, 
orbid  it^e  approaeh  of  a  foreign  enemy.  If  we 
ontiiiae  d^titute  of  such  means  of  d^ieuee, they 
aay  inyade  o^ coast  without' molestatio|i:  With 
Navy,  thoug^h  small,  they  Would  approach  with 
iffidence;  and  our  teeqrity  fr6m'aitac)c  Would'^ 

icrease,  from  the  danger  which  would  follow .  ^       ,  ^        , 

om    the  attempt.    We  are  so  situated,  that,  if   nation's.    Is  ihe  argument  .true  Us  .to  them  1    Hoi* 
rer   hoatilities  eiist^balwiea.  this  eountry  and  |  laudj  with  her  navy,  was  able  .many  years,  to  be 
12tti  Con.  1st  Sfss.^99 


any  other,  the  assault  must  be  by  sea,  ^This  is 
the  gnly  avenue  to  our  territories  which  we  need 
dread.  Our  soil  cannot  be  defended  without 
5ome  naval  force,  and  defence  is  all  we  ought  to 
aspire  to.  The  kberty  of  the  country  can  never 
be  endangered  by  this  fpeiriee  of  strength. 

We  ought  not,  sir,  to  look  at  the  present' time 
only.  Imagine  what  our  condition- may  be  some^ 
^ears^  hence.  By  nourishing  ^nr  resoui*ces,  and* 
preseVving'our^ neutrality,  we  must  grow  to  be  a 
gfreat  people,  white  other  nations  •are  mouldering 
away,  and  while  the  two  mighty  Kingdoms 
which  now  agitate 'and  distress  the.  whole  civii- 
ized' world,  must,  if.  the  con fifct- continue,,  be 
'  diished  ii)  pieoes..  This  is  no  vein  imagination. 
Other  nations,  as  powerful,  and  ais  strong,  have 
passed  away.  It  is  the  course  of  nature.  What 
will  be  the  coas^quenqes,  which  may  grow  out 
of  (hat  event  7  The  European  world  will"  then 
pre^^^t  a  new  order  of  things.  Aodwhat  will 
guard  us  'ft&cti  the  rapine  and  violence  which, 
may 'follow  from  their  downfall?  When  those 
nktions  shaK  be  free  from  the  control  which  now' 
confines,  and,  in  some  measure,  restrains  thenf, 
pirates,  buccaneers,  and  x^orsairs,  wfU  coverMhe 
Ocean,  ie  pursuit  of  plundei'.  Our  very  bays  and , 
rivers  may  afford  security  to  freebo9iers.  We' 
shall  be  cursed  and  vexed  wjah  their 'maraud  i  ng  $ 
and'  may  be  ovtrrwhelmed  in  the  general  deluge;  in 
consequence  of  o'egleCling  to  prepare  the  ark  in 
sefison.  .     '   '  ^       ■  \  '  '. 

'  Or,  suppose  France  eonquers  Btf^land,  the 
gigantic  monster  wj^U  then  sigh  foranother  world, 
'and  America  is  devoured  by  his  cruel  jaws. 

Of)  suppose  Great  Britain  vanquislies  France; 
if  we  have  no  force,  -to  meet  her  on '  her  own  eler 
ment,  will*  she  not  treat  us  even  with  less  form 
ahd  cetemony  than  she  now  does?  If  we  now 
lay^the  foundation  of  h  Navy,  which  #f II increase 
with  ot^  strength,  W^  may  ward  off  these  evils. 
They  may.  they  prebably  will,  ^me  'sooner  or  • 
later.         .'    •    • 

Qot-  It'  is  said,  if  we  h^ve  a  Navy,  we  shall  be 
tempted"  tcrgo  t<rwar,  or  .be  engaged  in  the  con- 
troversies of  other'nations;  and  the  etampFe  of 
Tyre  and  Ci^rthage,  and  the  modern  nations  of 
BtHTope,  have  been  adduced  in  support  of  the  ar- 
gument. Sir,^l  hattons  must  sooner  or  later  be 
engaged  *  in.  wars.  This  is  iqctdent  to  all  coun- 
tries)  It  calinot  be  avoided. '  From  wheace-come 
Wars?  Npt  from  qavies;  but  from  other  causes, 
whichever  will  exi^,  whether  they  have  navies 
6rnot.  And  so  far  fcom  being  correct  is  the  ar* 
gument  drawn  frpm'this  circumstance,  that,  I 
believe^  it  will  be  fdafid  hy  the  hiatery  of  ancient 
and  'taodern  nations,  that  those  who  were  pro- 
vided with  navies  were  able  the  longest  to  pre-  • 
serve  their  national  existence.  They  would  have 
fallen  much  ^arKer  without  that  defence.  This 
was  the  case  with  aneient  Tyre,  Egypt,  Greece, 
Syracuse^  and  CarU)age.  They  indeed  fell  in 
their  turn,  and  ^ere  swept  away.  Mortality  is 
stamped  on  nations^  as  well  as  ioairiduals.  Look' 
at  Hoiiand,  and  England,  among  other  modern 
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one  of  t\\Q  most  powerful  nations  of  Borope. 
Without  her  marine,  sttengiii,  she  would  have, 
Ibbg^  since,  been  a  mere  province  to  soma  of  her 
ambitious  neiglUwis;  her  navy,  prob^bry,  pre- 
setved  her  existence  many  yeajcgu  Her  b^ne  .was 
communicated  on  land,  and  cannot  be  ascribed  to 
her  navy.  Take  Great  Britain,  the  ^uly  naUon 
left — \vithout.her  fleets,  the  island  ^ould  now 
TCobably  be  improved  as  a,gftrden  for  the  great 
felmpeifor. 

I  think  therefore,  the  arginn en t,  drawn  from 
the  history  of  nations,  to  show  that  their  ruin  is 
hastened  bv  this  effuse,  Is  not  warfanted»  L^t  us 
then  proviae  the  means,  wj^ich  may  preserve  us ; 
or.  at  least,  not  omit  those  meaos,  the  neglect  of 
wnich  may  .expose  us  to  preooatur^  desM^uction. 
We  can  expect  n^Uher  justice  nor  courtesy  fronq 
HatiOQs,  further  than  we  caiv  maintain  iu  Be- 
y6nd  that,  you  .deman<t  in  .vain.,  SirJ  have  "we 
not  the  means  in  our^pOw^?.  No  nation  on 
e^rth  is  so  well  supplied  with  materia^.  Every 
article  (cfopper  only  excepted)  necessary  for  bu41d- 
isig  and  fitting  ^ips  for  action,  js  the  produce  of 
our  own  country*  No  money  is  seat  al^roa.d  for 
materials.  It  is  all  wiUiin  ouiselves*  And  we 
can  boast  of  as  good  workmen  as  any  oil  earth. 
But,  it  is  said,  now  is  not  the  time  to  begin.  1 
think  now  is. the  very  time.  'Workmen  are  out 
of  employ,  and  the  ^services  of  the^est  and  most 
skilful  men  might  ^be  engaged,  at  a  reasonable 
price^  The  nation  would  not  be  impoverished^ 
fqr.the  whole  exj^eo^e  of  building -would  stiiPbe 
among  our  own  citizens.  Nothing. goes  from  .tiie 
nation.  Gentlemen  have  , alarmed  us  With. the 
expense  of  a  Navy,  and  have  mentioned  the  sum 
'  annually  expended  by  .Great . Britafn,  which  is 
said  to  be. equal  tq  fourteen  per  cent,  odP the. whole 
amount  of  exports.and  imports  in  that  kingdom^ 
and  from  tha^iofer^thatitisa  isabcer  which 'mtist 
'  consume  the  nation.  The  argument,  to  have 
force,  must  supppse  so  much*  i^  lost  to  the  nation 
annual) v.  The  fact  is  otherwise,  -This  expense 
is  paid  by  the  iia(ioQ  to  its  subjects,  and  is  still 
among  them*. ,  And  is  it  pot  a  iact,  tfaat^  with  all 
^his  continued  expense,  she  never  was  riclier  or 
tnore  flourishing  than  at  the  present  time? 

I  shall  not  ga  into  minute  cateulation'as  to -our 
means.  I  wish  only  to  advert  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  pf  the  Treasury,. the  present ^e^sion. 
Id  this,  he  state^j  that,  with  the  ordinary  rjs^enue) 
such. as  we  ha.ve  had;  we  might,  over  and  above 
air  our  expenses  and  llebts  as  they  were  when  the 
-  report  was  mad^,  have  a  surplus  of  fout  miUions 
annually,  which  is. more  than  Adequate  to  th^ 
objects  proposed  in  the  hill. ' 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  hav^  beed 
offered,  believing,  as  I  -do,  that  it  wouUi  be  fo^ 
the  interest  and  security  of  Ihe'-Uniled-  States  to 
.  establish  a  Nary,  to  be  continued  and  augm^ted 
hereafter,  and  that  we  have  tlie  means- within 
ourselves,  without  adding,  any.  new  burdens  on 
til'e  citizens,  I  shall  vote  fdr'the  bill' 

Mr.  RoBBRtB  observed)  that  there  appeared  to 
be,a  disposition  in  the  Committae  to  take  the  ques^ 
tion  on  the  filling  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
without  further  debate.    As  he  c wild  not  vote 


for  appropriating  if480^600,  (or  the  repair  of  the 
vessels  of  war  unfit  for  service,  it  would  perhaps 
be  the  most  proper  time  to  submit  bis  optnioiu. 
I  have  not,  Mr..  Chairman,  said  he,  been  a  listless 
hearer  of  the  very  ingenious  al-guments  advanced 
by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  reperc  He  had 
however  been  so  uofortujiate  as  to  be  more  cob« 
firmed  in  his  iturlinatioa  to  vote  against  the  bilL 
from  attentively  weighing  these  argumenr&  The 
select  committee  in  tbeiv  rej>ort.(for  they  had  re- 
ported specially  as  weU  as  by  bill)  have  said, 
with  oracular  Qonfideace,  that  this  country  is  in- 
evitably destined Ito  become  a  naval  Power.  He^ 
ha4  Qot,  with  ihem,  become  a  faiaHsL  Though 
h&  was'  disposed  .to '  cliim  a  high  destiny  for  his 
couniry,  he  did  not  b^Ueve  that  destiny  wss  ytt 
immniably  fixed.  .  He,  however^  believed  theqoes- 
tion  now  tmbe  decided  must  have  an  influeoee 
on  that  destiny,  that  n^ight  a|  an  early  day.  if 
decided  alfirm^tively,  obliterate  oar  happy  civil 
ioslitutions;  if  negatively,  preserve  them  km^ 
the  best  blessings  of  posterity.  GenUemeii^  vso 
have'udyocated  a  naval  establishment,  bavecbosea' 
to  consider- this  bill  and  report aa  the  farChouKc 
of  a  system  already  in  existence,  and  thatlow- 
^er  short  of  their  wishes  the  Gon>aiictee  any  be 
disposed  to  eo,  they  stand  prepared  td  view  vW- 
ever  might  be. tloBe.  to  atigmeai  the  naval  farce 
as  an  evidence  of  assent  to  their  system.  Mr.  8. 
said,  at  one  time  he  had  iocUned  to  vote  fortbe 
appropriation  of  a  sum  to  equip  such  of  the  v»- 
imh  now  out  of  service  as  might  be  faaod  vortisy 
of  reBttaL  But  on  di^scovering  it  would  be  coo- 
sidered  as. an  acknowledgment  that  a  navy  w«i 
proper  in  the  se«seit  had  been  brought  toio  vtev 
by  the  cemmiite'e,  and  doubting  be  better  eoasjd- 
eration  whether  there  was  not  ^veat  Irkeitbocki 
the  mopey  would-  be  worse  applied  in  repairi^ 
old,  than  in  building,  new  vessels,  and  £e«lin^  i 
conviction  thataf  these  vessels  should  be  deemed 
worthy,9f  repair,  they  could  not  be  broughi  iaio 
action  in'  that  exigence  of  war  when  tb^  coali 
b^  useful,  as  in  4hat  ^ase  landdefeace  most  be 
resoi;ted  to  a^d  the  consequent  expeace  iacorred, 
he  shcmtd  feel.it  his  duty  ^o  Vote  agauiai  this  ap- 
propriation* 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  fftei  the  way 
(Mr.  Law)  had  c^led  the  auention  of  the  Coa- 
mittee  to  a  recoUectioa  of  jaetsL  whieh  in  tbit 
gentlenutn's.vie  w  went  toahow^  it  a  fiDnner  policf 
had^  not  been' abandoned,  we  niight  now  have  ap- 
peared ii)  such!  force  on  the  oeeap  as  would  enaUc 
us  to  redress  our.  manifold  inj^riest  and  pcrhap 
have  allowed  i^s  to  have  esp^ped  the  present  crUis. 
I  thank  the  gentleman,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  this  inti- 
mation. It  is  true  that  it  is  not  the  first  time  this 
question  has.  claimed  the  coiSsideration  of  tk 
Le^lative  QoanoiU of  the.  nation.  If  the fta- 
tleman's  policy  had  not  b^ea  abandoned,  the 
$46,000,000  of  debt  that  h»8  been  eKtingu^hed 
txiight  have  been  converted'  into  a  ntvy,  twmnst 
have  pledged  us  to  Britain  as  long  as  her  povei 
was  greater  than  ours.  While  the  pctliey  we  tx 
speaking  .of  was  pursued,  though  a  lixne  of  peace, 
aggregated  n|[illions  were  added  to  the  public  d«bc 
aiod  a  system  of  ta^Kprtien  iotrodoced  thai  notk- 
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log  but  a  war  cmild  have  justified.  'If  ihe.aban- 
donmcpt  of  .such  a  policy  €xci<c^8  ihe  gentlemap's 
regret,  I  caoopl,  said  Mr.*R.  join  him  ia  r^ret- 
tiog  iu       ..  ,  • 

'  It  has  beefi.  ol>8«rH^d  that  the  Coostitution  has 
iove^ted  Congress -wUh  power  to  regi>late  cdm- 
meree^  to  provida  and  main  tain  a  navy;  dMS. 
There  is  oothing,  said  Mr,  K.  imperative'  i^  this. 
It  was  necessary  in  a  ganerai  gr&ot  of  powers 
to  insert  many  items,  to  be*  left  .to  the  sound  dis- 
cretion.of  CoDgressi  to  use  or  aac  to  ilse.  •  Soon 
after  the  (jrovernment  came  into  operation^it  be- 
eamcr  a  favprite  ofajeci  .with*  one  set  of  politicians 
to  forfli  a  navy.  On..tt|e  occasion  of  our  comr 
s>erce  being  depredated  upon  byt  the  Barbaiy  cor- 
sairs,' the  question  first  came  qp^  .It  became  a 
matter  of  deliberttion->rhethec  a  pea^e  should 
be  purchased  of  them  with  laofiey  and  presenU; 
whether^  soma  European  Power  should  be  sub- 
sidized tO'keep  a  few  frigates  on  that  station,  or 
whether  a  naval  iToree  should  be  equipped  for  th» 
purp<»e  (as  alleged)  of  enabling  the'President  t6 
oegotii^te  to  better  affect.  The  party  #kh  wiiom? 
I  have  always  found  itjof^j  duty -to  act,  said  Mr. 
R.,  opposed,  ootbai  0(boasion,  the .  coinn[^ence- 
ment  pf  a  nai^y  system,  when  it  Was  invjted  un- 
der cijrcunistance?  ;so.  specious.  They  were,  how-* 
ev^r,  id  ihe  4ninority. '  The  ships  of  war  were 
voted — with  what  effect  on.  the  Algerine8,iiedid. 
not  stop  to^nquire.  If  this  opposiuon  to  the  cem^ 
xneocemettt  or  a  Naval  fistablishment  was  wroi^g 
in  the  miiMri;ty,  tlxeir  sucoiessors  .ought  not  to 
follow  them ;  hiit  if  it  ihbuld  be/ound  that  they 


collisions  "^ith  France  )^ed  raised  .the  wAr  fev^r 
very  high,  A  navy  was  vociifeiously  contended 
iW  as  themosieffioient  means  of  defence.  It  was 
wrhen  things  were  in  this  state^  that  the  Preaiden^ 
in  his  reply  to  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  who, 
had  Withmiich  fervor  tendered  him  theicapj^o- 
bation^f  his  meastifes.  hoped  lo  see  the  wooden 
ivalls  of  Ameri^  considered  As  ner  beet  defence. 
Because  Athens,  when  she  was  invaded  by  the 
hosts  pf  XerxeSf  had  chosen  to  interpret  the  oracle 
-  (hat  promised  her  safety"  in  wooded  walls,  ratioo- 
•  ally,  AnMffiea  isust  take  the  same  course,  how- 
ever dissimilarly  situated^  The  people  of  Attica, 
inbahittng  a  cireumeeiibed  territory,  found  safety 
in  their  fleet,  and  they  eouhl  have  found  it  no 
w-here  elee.  But  such:  cannot  be  the  tase  with 
America.  Bven  the  hbsts  of  Xerxes  could  not 
loake  it  necessary  for  the  American  people  to  quit 
their  territory— »the  figure  would  not  hold.  On 
this  occasioa,  too/the  RepitMican  pasty  consist- 
ently opposed  a  nevy;  strfinge  blindness  ahd  ob- 
stinacy ^  if  they  were  not  sus^ined  by  reason  as 
-well  as  principle.-  On  this  occasion,  the  su jpporte^ 
of  a  navy  system  were  a  majority  in  council. 
For  a  moment  they  succeed^  with  their  mea- 
sures. But  the  public  oounclls  were  <  soon  filled 
by  the  people  with  men  of  other^  minds,  atnl  the 
^jpestionwas^ut  to  rest 

The  select  oommtuee,  aaid'  Mr.  R^  have  said 
a  .na^  system  ia  now  in  j^ist^nca  which  .has 


been' limited  by  the  .dispensing  security  of  the 
titnes  and  the  want  of  revenue:  In  this  position 
he  could  not  agree  with' them.  Since  IQOl  he 
had  tho(;tgbt  th^  system  had  been  abandoQed.  He 
was,  therefore,  less  disposed  to  take  it  up,  after  it 
had  been  pat  down  by  his  political  brethren  with 
such  mature  deliberation.  ,  ' 

.  The  gentlemen,  sard  Mr.  R..  who  had  spoken 
in  favof  of  the  report  and  b.ill,  all  seemed  dispose^ 
toeonsider  agriculture  and  commerce;  as  insepara- 
bly connected.  *lMiis  he  admitted  willingly.  It 
seemed  tobej^d^nitted  by  the  .whole  House.  For 
whel>be  asked,  have  such  armies  been  voted,  and 
such  .suma  iippropriated  for  ihe  purchase  of  the 
munitions  of  ^ar  ?  To  protectr  our  commercial 
rights  and  compel  the  observance  of  them.  For 
thi6  end  the  nation  was  about- to  wage  war.  The 
question  to  settle,  said. Mr.  Jl»,  is,  how  shall  the 
war  be  carried  on.  This  qaestiqn,  however,  has 
been' det^immed.  He  was.^  willing  to  consider 
this  as  a  part  of  a  i^yittem  of  jgenerai  defence;  hot 
in  doipgso  be  did  not  feel  aay  bias  to  partipular 
ipterestsi  TJie  defence  of  his  country  was  hit 
only  object. '      .  / 

Taking  gentlemen  at  iheif  word,  that  by  build- 
inr  additional  fricatesthe  4>ttblic  defence  wpald 
be  better  seevted,  ne  could  not  think  with  the  gen- 
tleman-from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LowNOsa)  this 
wa^  the  time  lo  build  them.  .  If,  said  he,  I  am 
justified  in  refusiojr  assent  to  an  appropriation  for 
>he  repair  of  the  disabled  frigates,  'because  they 
could  not  be  got  leadyfer  the  wilr,  that  objeotion 
would  lie  much  more  strongly  against,  building 
new  ones.  It  must  be  impossible  to  get  them 
ready,  for  the  war  about  ,to  commence.  While 
yen  are  building  v'our.  navy,  can  it  be  imagined 
Great  Britain  wUl  be  inattentivetothe  object  of  de- 
stroying what  shipary  ou  tio  w  hav«  ?  The  bombard- 
men  t  of  Copenhagen  «dees  not  warrant  the  con- 
clusion. Your  present  vessels  of  war  must  either 
remain  vnder  your  batteries^  or  ^lun  immineat 
haxai^  of  destruc tion^.  It  nk ust,  therefore,  be  im* 
p(^ible  now  lo  fbrm  a  navy.  /  If  ir ever  be  done, 
it  must  be  the  ifvork.  of  peace.  The  jealopsy  of 
vetK  eneipy  will  be  excited  tathe  hfdlieat  pitch 
Dv  your  atteiaapting  at  this  time  .to  buud  a  navy« 
Throuj^h.this  channel  he  can  annoy  you  more 
successfully  th^n  fhnough  any  other.  He  will 
exert  every  effort  to  crush  your  marine,  before  it 
doq aires. strength.  In  a, war  .of  finance,  he  will 
obtain  afi vapuges  •  in  this  wjty.  that  he  can  get  in 
no  Qtherp  But,  said.  Mr.  R^  the  resolution  in 
wh%t  way  we  will  fight  Our  enemy  is.taken,  lind 
it  would  be  wise  to  exert  the  best  energies  of  the 
State  tp.give  efieot  to  that  Resolution,* . 
.  The  head  oP  the  Treasdry  has  informed  rou, 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  is-n?CBssary  te  recur  4o  all  the 
la^es  in  u^  in  the  times  wheiL  there  was  a  naval 

3 stem  and  a  regularly  a:ccumulaiing  debt.  His 
an  of  finance  is  not  more  ^n  sufficient  to  meet 
.current  demands.  The  extraordinary  purposes 
must  be  provided  for  by  loans  of  an  extent  equal 
to  the  means  from  wbichjhey  can  be  ftirnished. 
To  ad|^  milUons  to^ts  expeoditurefor  the  build- 
ing of  ships,  of  war^  which,  without  supernatural 
aid,  cannot  b6  ceedy  for  sen^ice  at  the  proper 
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time,  woold  seem  to  be  a  measure  too  adverse  to 


the  public  inlerest  to  admit  of  support 

While  geo'tlemeo  pretend-  to  bold  commerce  as 
the*  younger  (win  sister  of  agricultare^and  to 
identify,  pur  whole  population  in  one  interest, 
they  maintain  their  argument;  as  if  our  citizens 
OB  the  raan'time  frontier  had  interests  separato. 
ffom  tho^e  in  the  interior.  Tbe  chairman  of 
the  select* committee  (Mr«  Cbbvep)  has  sppken  o€ 
the'ruin  of, our  seaports- as  4he  consequence  of 
not  building  a  navy..  If  it  be  true  (bat  the  a^ri- 
cnltufist  and  mecobatit.  have. a  comm9n  and  in- 
aeparabie  interest,  as  gentlemen  have  astuped, 
they  must  shfire.  in  common  pi^sperity  or  be  in- 
Tolved  in  coAi noon  .distress.  Can  ir,.' then,  be 
right  in  the  seaports  to  elaim  liii  exemption  from 
common  participaiioh  in  publiocajamity  ?  Gen- 
tlemen will  i>9t  say  there  has  appeared  apy  di8in»> 
clination  in  tbe  agricultural  representaHOa  to 
affbrd  ample  and  efficient  proteCtioa  to  the-  Hen- 
ports.  .  They  must  be  defended  by  land  means  or 
be  abandoned.  Toequtp  a  navy^  if  rigrh^  in  pVin- 
eiple,  is  utterly  iinpossible.'  The  g«n'tIemao  fr^m, 
South  Qarofina  (Mr.' Lowndes)  bas  supposed  tWo 
seventy*foDrs  stationed  oS  N«w  York  by  our 
enemy,  ai).d  asks,  have  ^e  any  naval  force  now 
that  could -dislodge  tbem  ?  He  apprehended  tbe 
people. of  thai  citv  would  find  means  to  dd  it,  if 
on  applying  (o  \h^  Oovernraent  for  protection, 
they  should  ^ot  obtain  it.  From  tf^is  source  be 
anticipated  much  evjlas  derivable.  If  the  gen- 
tleman's supposition  shdold  he 'realized,  it  will 
npt  be  the  people  xjf  Ntfw  York  only,  but  all  those 
connected  with*  her  in  comiqercial  ietercoucse 
that  will,  in  such  a  ca;se;  be  put  to  inconveni6ace». 
In  the  ev€nt  of  war,  the  harbor  of  New  York  aiHV 
be  blocked  up  by  sucha  force'asihe  I^avy  which 
the  gentleman  is  sq- anotious  to  equt p^ could  QOt 
dislodge.  Calamities  arisVo^  out  of  ,a  state  of 
war  must  be  borne,  atid.iC  the  Qo tern n^ent  ex- 
tends the  protection  within  its. meaiis  to  ^yei-y 
portion  of  its  cittzen*s,  we'raay  sUrely  looJe  for 
that  virtue  in" every,  quarter  that  will  submit  to 
ills  that  are  incident  to  all.  ^     • 

We  have ^com«  embroiledwi^h Orpat  Britain, 
Mid  Mr.  R.,  Aot  hy  our  o'wii  seeking^  nor  by  any 
fault  oT  onrs.    The  American  pec^U  can  baVe  no 
wish  for  War  with  any  nation.    Redueed  to  the 
akernatiyes  of  rdsistanoe  or  subratssionj  it  has  be- 
come a  duty  to  consider  how  re^iMnoe  mty  be. 
made  more  effecttial.    The  chhirmaa  of  these- 
le4;t  committee  (Mr.  Cbbves)-  has  said  (he  Brit- 
ish American  continrental  colonies  c$n  be  hot  a 
aecoodary  object  in  a-  war  with   Britain  j  they* 
will  become  ours  in  any  event  sooner  or.laten* 
In  this  opinion,  said  Mr.  K.,'I  do  not  fee^  disposed 
to  unrte  ^  for  if  he  should  be  correct  in  his  pre- 
dictions nt  last, 'Britain  may  through  these  colo- 
nies fir^t  inflict  deep  wounas  on  this*  Ut>ion«    In 
the  gen.tleman's  solidtude  for  a  naval  ^owec  he ' 
aeems  to  forget  we  have  more  immediate  interests,  s 
It  is  to  be  devoutly  wished  the  war  may  be  ended 
before  twelve  seventy'/ours  aad  twenjty  fri^tes 
coukkbe  constructed,  if  the  materials  n^ere  at  hand 
and  the  keels  immediately  laid.  ,  When  Congress 
ahall  have  detendiiied  »od  made  the  neeessary 


avrangemeftts  for  an  attack  on  the  British  eoilo- 
nfies  (an  undertakiog  adipitted  by  all  they  are 
competent  to)  a  hope  luay  be  indo)ged  that  that 
Govei^npaent  wiU  be  awakened  to  her  true  interests, 
and  thi^t  she  wiU  cease  tp  violate  oar  natiooai 
rights.    In  the  failure,  howerer,  of  a  realizatioa 
of  tbii  htopcf  it  i^  particularly  necessary  Qot  to 
disaipete    ^ur    ways  aiid   means  in   the  early 
stages^ of  the  war  on  the  useless  i^rojeet  of  a  aavy.. 
Oetttlemeii  bav^  cdHsidered  this  sabjeei  do  its 
general  principles  and  .remote  consequences.    In 
'this  point  of  vie W)  said  Mr.  R«,  it  presents  a  wide 
'fi«fld  for  reflection.    The jchairraaD  ( Mr.  Cbeves)' 
haa  complained  hehas  had*  lo  n^et  thissabjea 
encumbered  with  pnuch  error  and  maoy  prejodtces*, 
among,  which  is  the  idea' that  4i  pa  vat  system  is 
prejudicial  to  civil  liberty.'  The  oppoaeraof  a 
navy,  with.ai^  air  of  no  small  triumph,  are  called 
upon  to  show  how  a  System  of  n^ariiime  power 
would  endanffer  the  freedom  tyf, our  coantry.   It 
has  been  said|  a  military  chieftain,  by  an  easy 
ti'&ttsrtion,  nfay  become  a  civil  raler,  aiid  that  eke 
commander  of  ao  army  has  often  hecome.a  des- 
pot, while  no  such  event  could  happen  frooa 
naval  commander,  as'such  an  office  gave  no  pow- 
er on  terra  firma.    If  we  loo.k  a  little  decpet 
into  the  sabject,  we  siialt.find  we  have  as  maek 
to  fear^  and  elrea  mqre,  iVom  a  naval  than  a  mil- 
itary^ power.    The  latter  can   only    be  kept  is   , 
time^of '  war^  and  Cor  comparatively  but  sboit 
periods ;  at  a  t^me  too,  when  the  public  spirh  is 
awakened  and.  ready  to  oppose  aoeroacbmeoL 
The  chair  of  rule  may.poasibly  be  gained  by  a 
military  chief;  but  an  attempt  on  tbe  public  lib- 
erty has  a  mnciv'greater  chance  to  fail.    £vii&of 
tbifi  ^9)rt  <^n  only  ta1re  place'  pn  «  very  rare  coa- 
tingpeney;  but. the  r.nio  of  the  public  liberty  can 
hardly  rail  to  be.-a  consequence   of  the  establish- 
ment 6f  a  'iravat  power.  *  HistbryL/proves  to  os 
that  maritime  power  has  always  excited natiooai 
fimbition  to  a-spiritofMsanquest  and  plunder.    A 
•naval  power-will  seek  colonies  and  ports  ia  dtstaac 
peaces.    f4ie  chfince,  i>ay,  the'certaieiy,  of  colli- 
slops  with  other  natiap«,^s  multiplied,  and  a  cor- 
Tuptiob  of  morals  is  produced,  that  cannot  faU  \<> 
make  the  first  Governmei^t  on  eanb  a  tyranny,  by 
a  coiitse  of  events  that  the  patriot  can  neither 
prevent  nor  dfvelrt  to  other  consequences.     A 
short ^tiare  after' Athens  had  (bund  safety  in  her 
wooden  walls^  one  of  her  statesmen  proposed  she 
should  biini  the*  fleets  of  her  neighbors,  that  she 
might  therehv  be .  renrdercld  mistress  x»f-  Greece. 
This  project  tne  virtue  of  the  people  resisted ;  bat 
that  virtue  soon  gave  way  in  the  ezpeditioa  to 
the  CycUdes)  where  her  navy  com  mi  ued  acts  of 
violence  that  must  Jjidelibly  fix  the  stain  of  the 
blackest  perfidy  and  4|reeUy  on    the    Athenian 
character.    What  could  be  a  more  unprovoked 
act  of  Bg^ress)o.n' thkia^her  crusade  agatast  8yr«> 
cuse,a  criiqethaV  visited  her  w4th  a  declensiaa 
of  power  from  which  she  never  recovered  ?    For 
a  nation  to  believe  her  destinies  fixed,  is  to  a-great 
measure  to  fi;t  ifaem.    Nothing,  perhaps,  contrib- 
uted tnore  to  make  Koit^e  tt^  mistress  of  the 
world,  than  .tlie  oiAcles  .that  promised   it.     Her 
heroes  and  statesmen, were  itimalated  thereby  to 
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fttlfii  ker  destiny.  .  Th^  m^rjtihie  supremacfof 
firltaio  is,  fierhaps,.  Qfrini^  as  maeh  to  the  belief 
that  the  is  the'destiDed  daeen  of  fhe  Waters,  as 
to  any  Other  cau^.  .Though'  sUch  operations  be 
calculated  to  bring  abbtK  astooisbiog  effects,  how 
unfoftaDate  is  it  when  a  nation's  eyes  are  thas 
directed  to  improper  attainments — it  becomes  a 
source  of  incalculable  evil.    Athens  ifind  Rome 
were  the  yiciimsof  such  a  policy,  as  Britain  iy 
at  this  tiqie.    I  £efvently  hope,  said  Mr,  R.,  for  a 
"belter  dtfsiihy  for' our  beloyett  countryi    Rome 
and  Carthage  were  both  great, maritime  Powers ; 
it  was  n>ot  in  Ly^ia  and  Italy  they  befflia  to  oon« 
tend  for  superiority,  but  in  Sicily  and  lf)eria.  Tbe 
conflicts  thebc^  arising  brought  terror  to  the  g^tet 
•of  Rome,  aed  laid  Cartbaffe  io  'ashes.    The  abuse 
of  mariume  power  io  both  ihose  States  cffcaaged  ! 
the  free  features  of  their  gorenimeptj  and  left  ^  I 
dreary  despotism  in  their  jstead.    A  oarkl  victory 
secured  to  the  second  Gft'sar  the  rule  of  the  mis* 
trees  of  the. world.  ,  in  Uter  times,  we  have*  been 
told,  said  Mr.  R.,'the  declension  of  maritime 
States  has  be%n  due  tQ  othef  causes  than  ttlefr 
Naval  Bsthblishmeots.    In  some  instances  ft  may 
bare  been  so.    When  the  strength  and  power  of 
a  State  has  art^n  entirely  from   the  profits  of 
'  xomnierce,  when  that  commerce  has  taken  ano^ 
ther  course,  the  transitor]^, splendor  it  has  built  up 
•   has  vanished.    Venice  was  an  ejiample^of  this. 
The  commerce  of  the  Bast  caused  her  to  riset>ut 
of  the  circumscribed  and  marshy  islands  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Adriatic,  th4^ proud  Mistress  of  the 
Waves.    When  the  Cape  of-  Good  Hope  had  been ' 
doubled  by  the  .Portuguese,  heo  aommeccial.ad- 
vantages  tailed.    She  sunk  from  the  conqueror 
of  the  Eastern  Empire  to  a  jn ere  city  of  Italy  and 
Portugal;  a  narrow  territory,  by  the  -same  com** 
merce,  ^.saumed  the  first  rank  among  the  liatiooa 
of  the  , world.    A  na^al  power  may  serve  soqm-' 
limes  to  extend  commerce  to  wider  limits ;  but  it 
(san    by  no  meana  control  it  with  certainty  to 
chaDnels  throogh^  Which  rfatoee,  and  often  thfi 
.{lolicy  df  other  nations,  bid*  u  to  flow.    What  is 
the  styte  of  British  coiQmeroeat  ih\%  time  ?    The 
raptqre'of  ihfe  peace  of  AtQien's  did  not  arise  from 
firita4h  having  received  injuries  frqifi  France 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.    The  new  war 
was  a  commercial  one.  ^  The  British  Cabinet  saw, 
in  a  Slate  of  peace,  Prance  would  not  be  un- 
mindful.of  her  commercial  interests.    The  intel- 
ligence, the  enterprise,  the  population,  and  the 
resources  of  France,  all  indicated  tl^at  she  would, 
at   least  divide  successfully  the  profUs  of  oona- 
merce  with  her  rival.    The  naval  power  of  Bclt- 
ain  giving  her  the  command  of  Uje^sea,  she  could 
•oppose  only  with'  efiiect  the  growing  commerce 
of  her  neis^hbor  in  a  state  of  war.    This  step  of 
Sritish  policy  i(t)posedoo  th^  xniet  of  France  the 
necessity  of  changing  the  channels  of  commerce. 
la  ibis  way  he  has  aimed  a  blpw  at  the  vitals  qf 
her  strength,  which  her  tremendoas  naval  pt>w«r 
neither  enables  her  to  avert  nor  leesen  ita  force. 
Her  marine  pirtstbe  trident  into  her  haad^  bat 
ahe  can  no  loagerahajte  the  earth.    Hei 


Ameritfal  She  lias  reduced  the  ocean  tilmost  to 
a  desert ;  and  shf  seems  hastening  to  that  destiny 
which  has  genehiilf  attended  her  predecessors  ia 
fiaval  poWer  through  her  ambition,  to  rule  the 
waves.  - 

Gentieroea  propose  to  protect  commerce  on  this 
side  the  Qdlf<Btream.  yet  admit  if  otkr  vessels  are 
despoiled  on  the  Indian  Opean,  we  must  apply 
retaliation  in  the  West  Indies:  The  Gulf  Stream 
limitation  is  at  once  giveti  up ;  a  new  ezpeditioa 
to  4he  Cyclades*ia  in'  that  case  to  take  place. 
Begin  your '  conquests  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
'you  must  increase  yoUr  navy  to  acquire  and  de* 
Tend  them.  '  it  is  at  Once  an  admission  that  naval 
power  rndsfbevsed  more  for;  ambhion  tha(h  the 
protection  of  commerce  and  our  territorial  Waters. 
But/'wbat  is  worse,  as  you  acquire  colonies  and 
shipa  you  mtist  create  a^hiies.  The  hands  of  the 
Ezecqtive,  restricted  and  elective  ^s  ft  is,  in 'the 
United  States,  bees  me  thettce  armed  with  H  scep- 
tre formidable^ indeed,,  and  tbe.m9re  so  as  it  ac- 
quires thif  tftreagth  without  producing  the  shock 
to  public  fecling"wbich  the  seizure  of  power  by  a 
military  leader  will  always  ezcite.  ithas-beeik 
said,  (said  Mr.H.,)  that  the  ezl&tence  of  Great 
'Britain  bong  upon,  her  navy  in  the  contest  in 
whi^  she  is  now  engaged.  If  her  fktt  hangs  sus^ 
pended  by  her  natal  ,po,wer,  she  owes- her  peril  to 
that. soured;.  Withoot  her  maritirfxe  strength, 
woald  she  liave  jyspirt^d  to  balance  the  soales  of 
power  Qti  the  Continent?  Would  she  have  be- 
come a  party  to  the  infamous  conspiracy  of  Pil- ' 
nitz  ?  Would  she  have  wantonly  plotted  the  dis- 
membermeat  of  Prance  T  Would  she  have  bro- 
Iceo  the  peace  of  Amiens  whence  her  present.daa- 
gers  arise  1    Ccnaiply  not 

On  the  article  of  cost,  said  Mr.  R.^  it  is  of  little 
fn^portance  whether  the  army  or  tiavy  of  Great 
Britain  Ismost  burdensome  on  her  finances,  though 
it  has  b^en  dwelt  upon  with  particular  emphasis, 
aor  wketber  an  itrmy  be  more  expensive  ia  every 
case,  than  a  navy.  Armies'  a|;e  a  necessary  coa* 
^uance  of  naVtes.  •  Has  dot  the  BritisJx  army 
increased  with  equal  patse  with  lier  navy  ? 

The  humane  miad,  said  Mr.  R.,. cannot  con- 
template without  pain,  that  from  naval  power 
have-  flown  the  mx>st  coploas  streams  of  human 
misery.  The  plunder  of  half  the  Worlds  with 
Immense  advantageatn. addition,  has  not  sustained 
^he  British  navy.  A  delbt  has  been  accumulated 
thdtalmos^bafflesth&po\ver  of  figures  to  estimate. 
But  debt,  and  a  prospect*  of  Go  vera  men  f  insol- 
vency at  home,  are  of  mach  less  account  than  the 
wrongs  this  navy  has  wrought  on  the  society  of 
nations.  Aitd  yet  it  ^s  this  Government  that  is 
held  up  to  Eepublicaa  America  as  a  mbdel  for 
imitation,  • 

Need  I  reoaind  you,  s^id  Mr.  R.,  of  the  milliona 
of  victims  sacrificed  to  commercial  cuf»idity  on 
the  plains  of  HindOstOa,  by  a^eaas  of  this  navy  t 
A  population,  'thrice  as  great  as  that  of  the  Brit* 
ish  Isles,  has  been  exterminated  in  this  ^ voted 
rcgiolk,  within  oomparativMybilt  a  few  yettrs,  by- 
mercantile  rapacity.    Colonel  Dowe  iatorms'as, 


ovi^   matt  nw  AUV|^oi  viHMftv  •■■«  v«i»u«       ««^r   IROOOp*      u«c^iv«iu»itv  i«iu«wi»j.       ^y^v»^PM^^    jii^wv  luiwiujv  u«. 

olizing  spirit  has  sealed  ihe  eentineat  of  Europe    that  the  wealth  of  one  of  ihecities  of  this  wretched 
•gainst  her,  aM  tnteidicted  Iber  commerce  with  J  country  hi^d -whetted  the  atarice  of  Clive  apd 
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))is  associates,  and  that  .an  offer  was  mad\9  to  the 
Government  to  '.pay  the  public  debt  for  permis- 
sion to  sack  if. .  It  was  too  gtdss  an  act  of  in-, 
famy  to.  as&ei^t  to,  and  the  adveotdrefs  obtaitked 
their  end  by  other* means.  A  famioe  and  pesti- 
lence W|i»'  substituted  for  the  baVonet,  and  ihk 
spoilsfof  the  (jeTotedcityglutted  the  Hands^df  ra- 
pine. In  this  exploit,  a^  shoe-black  divided  his 
j£200,O0().  Ne^d  1  remind  yotS)  said  Mr.  R.^  that 
.the  population  of  Africa  has ^>een drained,  to  groan 
out  a  wretched  existence  in  the  West  India  colo- 
nies, to  prop  op  this  navaP and  commercial  Power, 
or  that  the  remotest  corners  of.  evejry  sea' have.' 
been  visited  with  ihetscouive  of  bipod  and  deso- 
lation for  the  same  purpose  1  On  gt^ner^l  prioci- 
ples,  does  not  past  experience  afford  sufficient 
warning  to  'these  States  to  avoid  those  shoals  on 
which  so  many,  nations  have  been  wrecked  ?> 

Mr.  Chairman,^  under  no  /iew  which  I  have 
been  aUa  to  take  of  this  subject,  considering  it 
either  as  the  furtherance  of 'a  system  of  nikval 
power,  to  be  expanded  witb  the  growing  stren^^li 
of  the  Union  to  gigantic  size,  6r  that  it  is  a  pro- 
per time  for  jproviding  a -temporary  increase  of 
naval, force,  can  I  agree^said  Mr.'R.^  to  the  bill  on 
your4able.  . '  .     . 

When  Mr.  Roberts,  had  concluded,  the  Qoni* 
mitte«  rooe,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


.  WfiDNESDAY,  January  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  William,  M.  Ripa- 
ARDsoN,  from  Massachusetts,  appeared;  {produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  a^d  took  hi^  seat. 

Mr.  MoAitow  presented  k  petition  of  Dennis 
Clark,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  further  time 
to  complete  the  payment  for  a  tract  of  land  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States* — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  ^ 

NEW  JERSEY  RESOLtTTlbNe. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRE8ID£NT  OT  THB  Ulf  ITED  StATJES  J 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Reptesentatitea  of  the  United  State*  ,* 
At  tins  request  of  the  LegislatUf^  of  N«w  Jersey,  I 
eommonicate  to  Congress  copies  of  its  resolutions, 
transmitted  by  (he  Governor  tii  that  State.  "^ 

JAMES  MABteON. 
WAsanroToir,  January  22, 1812. 

.     LxOISI.ATt7BS  OF  NxW  JsH8XT» 

Houee  of  Aseemhly,  Jan,  13, 1812. 

Whereas,  in  cases  of  ,great  national  concern,  in- 
volving, in  their  oonset^nences,  the  intet^ts,  the  rights, 
and  the  welfare,  as  well  of  the  future  a8''of  the  present 
generation,  it  cannot  iidi  to  be  useful '  arfd'  acceptable 
to  those  intrusted  with  thB  National  Government,  to 
be  made  acqukinted  with  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
every  portion  oitha  Union,  the  members  of  tiie  Leg^ 
lature  of  New  Jersey,  at  ihis  momentous  criaia  in  our 
national  ooncerva,  think  it  a  djqty  incumbent  on  them 
publicly  to  expreaa;  as  well  the  sense^of  the  Le^ature, 
as  the  known  feelings  and  aentiBfinta  oi  the  dtiMnB 
of  the  State  they  represent.    . 

In  contemplating  the  oonviUsive  struggles  that -bave^ 
witbin  the  •  last  twen^  xear%  *  faroken  up.  the  >  Govern. 


Kientay  overturned  the  ancient  brndosailcs,  and  car- 
ried disorder  and  distress  into^Ummt  evieij  quaiter  of 
the  European  worid,  the  cittzens  of  New  Jetaey  have 
surreyed  the  destructive  progress  df .  thia  wpi  of  anfai. 
tion  on  the  one  side,  and  of  mercantile  monopoiy  oa 
the  other,  ikfi  .only  as  men  oommiMratiiig  the  safe, 
ings  of  others,  but  with  a-viaw.  to  the  coiueqnenoes  oa 
the  safely  and  happiness  of  America;  The  anxioit 
solicitude  manifested  by  the  General  CrOYeraiBeat,  to 
observe^  an  imp^tial  nelitraUty,  in  xelation  to  the  bel- 
lig^erent  nations,  hali,  at  aU  times,  met  the  decided  ap- 
prohation  of  the  Government  and  citizens  of  New 
Jersey/     .     ,  •     .  , 

It  was  confidently  hoped  that*  this  liiM  of  ceadnct 
would  have  secured  to  our  country  the  complcu  olb- 
Servance  of  the  acknowledged  laws  of  dvilized  Bfldost, 
or,  a^  least,  have  protected  the  persons  ftnd  propertf  of 
our  dtiiens-froA  S»tttrageous  violence.  It  was,  ^eie- 
fpre,tiot  without  emotions  of  astoniahnaent  and  indig- 
nation that- they  saw  the  .two  great  belligerent  Eon- 
pean  Powers  set  at  defiance  the  public  lav  of  nstioai, 
by  commeneiBg  e  wanton^  un]^roT<A*d  attack  opos 
the  property  and  persons  of  our  dtizebe  OEn  tbel^gl 
sees. .  This  indignation  was  increased  by  tke  jasidti 
Glided,  to  an  enlightened  nati^n  inf  the  pfemb  is- 
signed  'as  the  .cansea  of  this  violence-  .  The  dangct  tad 
impolicy  of  wagfipg  war  against  all  Europe  at  oace 
justified  the  bourse  pursued  by  the  General  Goreroacatr 
of  remonstrance,  negotiation,  and  .conunerdal  rertrifr 
tiOns.  It  has  now  fccome  si  sutject  of  some  consb- 
tion,  that  one  t>f  the  great  belligerent  natiom  hu  re- 
ceded firom'her  hostility,  ceased  to  violate  our  neatisl 
Tights,  tfadc  assnriince  of  fyture  amity,  and  the  obser- 
vance of  the  liiws  of  nations,  and  thereby  left  Asenck 
a  single  antagonist  to  t^ontend  with,  one  against  wfeia 
she  has  already  measured  her  strength.* 

In  contemplating  the  e^ils  infiicted  on  our  cooati; 
by  Great  Fritahr,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jener  £»• 
cfaim  bringihg  into  calculation  the  injuries  taSati  ia 
the  Revolutionary  war;  these  having  been  ma^Basi- 
mousiy  buried  in  (he  Treaty  of  1783.  Nor  dv  tlicv 
take  into  account  the  alleged  instigation  of  thesra^ 
to  hostilities  on  'our  frontier  s^tlementa,  the  fted  net 
being  ofificially  aaeartained  and  declaied.  T%ijlmr^ 
out  also  ^e  insuH  to  the  American  flag*  ia  ^  attack 
on  the  Cheaapeake-firigKte,  that  having  bees  i         ' 


adjusted.  ^«Nor  would  they,  ^at  this  time,  ibbk  fiopet 
to  complam  of  the  refusal  of  Great  Britain  to  teeede 
to  the  deaires  of  the  civilized  world,  of  ameliotsUBg  A» 
evils  of  war,  by  adopting,  as  a  mie,  that  firee  tbips 
make  free  goods.  .  Even  if  the  controversy  between  the 
two  countries  arose  splely  out  of  the  intennfAkm  of 
.our  carrying  traile,  although  they  consider  that  trade 
founded  on  a  perfect,  'indisputable  right,  whidi  ougkx 
never  to  be  yielded  by  treaty,  yet  policy  might  sagg^l 
the  propriety  of  sleeping  aver  the  injuries  arisog  from 
the  deprivation  of  the  exercise  of  this  right  §m  a  time. 

But  the  two  fbik>wing  causes  of  complaiBt,  cm. 
which  America  and  'Great  Britain  ate  at  issue,  ate  s( 
so  unquestionable  a  nature  ^s  to  leave  no  doi^t  or 
hesitation' on  the  mind :  First.  The  abominable  feu> 
ttoe  ^f  impfesaing  native  American  seamen  whilo  ci 
the '  pursuit  of  a  lawful'  commerce,  forcing-  tbeo  «a 
tioasd^eir  afaips  of  war,  and  compelling  them,  un^ 
the  iaali,  to  fight  against  nitions  vrith  whom  we  are  ^ 
peace;  and  even  against  their  own  councry. 

Second.  The  .depredations  committed  ob  the  legisi- 
mate  comAerce  of  Ameriea,  it  being  now  opeah 
avowed  by  the  Qritiaft  Ooveiomtat  that  an  Amcrieac 


9d9 


HISTORY  OF  CONGtlBSa. 


910 


Januaht,  181S. 


Naval  EBtabH^ment, 


H.  OF  R. 


boilt  iliifiv«wne4  by  tile  eitilemi  of  the/ United  States 
navSgftteid  by  nttrve  American  eeamenY  laden  With 
gooda*  the  grtfwlh  and  mannfatt«;e  «f  the  United 
SftateBr'nol  contrabatid  of  war.  bound  to  a  belligerent 
port,  whieh  is  neithor  invented  nor  blockaded,  is  aub- 
ject,  by  the  orde^  of  the  Britiih  Goveminont,  to 
leitnre  and  condemnation,  both  ship 'and 'cargo;  the 
ruin  of  kidi^iduak,  and  the  destryClion  of  comfl|ier<;e, 
evidence  the  rigid  execution  of  these  orders. 

This' flagitious,  conduct  of  the  rulers  of  Great  Britain 
needs  no  comment;  it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied, 
too  palpable  to  be 'susceptible  of  explanation,  and  top 
atrocious  for  palliation  or  excuse/  ^e  'answers  to 
the  reasonable  remonstrtinces  of  oat  GoTemment  haye 
only  added-  insults  to  iRJurie^,  by  avuming  •  positions 
at  Tariance  whh  reason,  justice,  and  the  public  laws ; 
in  consequ^oe  of  Which  iorther  negotiatiott  becomes 
idle  and  vain.  .It  only  remuns  ibr  the  const^utpd  au* 
Ihoritiee  bf  the  Union  to  guide  the  destinies,  of  a- 
nuaeroua;  bnure,'  and  poweafdl  natiourby  marking  out 
Its  futui«  coqf se  f  tha^  in  doing  this,  they  in^y  rely 
with  confidence  iorn  die  iuppprt  of  Jfew  Jersey. 

Be  it  te$okei,  by  t^  LeguUUive  Council  and  Gen^ 
eral  Asicmbfy  of  ike  SlaU  of  New  Jeney,  That,  at 
Ihis  important  cyisis  in  ou^  national  oonperns,  the  Gov-  j 
ernment  o^  New  Jersey  entertain  a  full  and  perfect 
confidence  in  the  Wisdom  and  integrity  of'  the  Presi- ' 
dent»  the  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  hei^y  most  solemnly, 
assure  the  National  Government  that  New  Jersey  will 
readily  accord  m  any  measures  which  'it  may>  in  its 
wisdom,  think  proper,  to  adopt  for  the  redress  of 
TAational  wron^.  That  they  c6rdia)Iy  approve  the  re- 
commendation -0^  tho  President  of  the  United^Statee  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  admonishing  'them  to  put 
the  motion  in  armor.  That,  in  case  the  Govemntont 
of  the  United  Statee  shaft  eventutlty  detentaine  to  re- 
sist, by  force,  4he  lawless  aggressions  eommttted  by  the 
British  nation  on  th^  persons  and  pfoperty  of  onr  dti- 
zena,  this  Legislature,  in  behalf  of  themseivea,  ajord  th^ 
citiaens  of  New  Jersey,  wbose>  representatives  they  are^ 
pledge  themselvte  to  the  nation  to  render  to  the  Gen<^ 
eral  Government  aH  the  aid,  assistance,  and  support  in 
their  power,  and  will,  widi  readiness^  perform'  all  the 
dotiea  required  of  thekn  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war 
undertaken  for.the  .common  defence  and  genejal  wel- 
fare. ..         '  »    . 

JUeohed,  That  His  £xceIleAcy»  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  tranamit  a'  copy  of  the  foregoing  to  the 
President  Of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  that  he 
^would  be  pleased  to  communicate  a  oopy  to  each 
branch  of  the  National  Legii»lature. 

Jiesolved,  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor^  be 
also  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  to  each  of.  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress.  , 

,    NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Commictee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  conT^rning  theNa^^.  The 
question  on  filling  up  the  blank  in  i\^^  section 
-which  provides  for  repairing  the  v«^sels  on  hani)^ 
-with  four  hundred  and  ei^ty  thousand  dollar^, 
iras  carriH  by  a  large  majority. 

The  next  section  provides  for  the  building  of 
.  additional  frigates. 

Mr.  Cnevfis  moved'^to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill, 
designating  th«  nnmber  of  frigatei^  to  be  hailt, 
-with  the  word  ten,  '  *    ' 

Mr.  Blaoclbqos  ip^red  of  theiphakiii^ii  of 


the  N^Ty  Committee^  whether  there  wa^  timber 
on  hand  ^sufficient  for  building  the  frigates  pro^ 
poaed,  besides  what  bad  been  provided  for  build- 
ing seven  ty-fo  a  ^s;  because,  if  the  Government  had 
Qot  seasoned  timber  on  hand  sufficient  Tor  the 
nurpode,  he  should  vote  against  building  them,  as- 
he  nad  do  idea  of  building  them  out  of  green 
timber.'    '  , 

Mr.  Chbves  said,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
t^iQ  geAtleman  from-  North  Carolina,  he  could 
only  repeat  what  he  had  before  stated,  that  the 
GoVecnment  is  not  in  possession  at  present  of 
seasoned  timber;  and,  from  the  kimentable  ne- 
glect 'which  had  been  «hown.  to.  this  establish- 
ment, dt  is  not  in  the  power  of  Qovernment  to 
procure  timber  of  the  best  kind ;  but  timber  can  , 
oe  obtail^ed  of  a  qualitv  superi6r  to  any  of  which 
the  present. frigates  are  built.  *  There  are  certain 
larg^  pieees)  dt>t  to  be  fouo^d-Anong  the  timber 
used  for  the  building  of  merchant  Vessels,  which, 
will  b»  wanting.  There. ie  timber  sufficient  on 
h^nd  for  building  four  &eTentv-f6ur  gUn  8hip»| 
and  sufficient  xitttk  'be  procured  for  the  frigates, 
except  the  piecejt  wfaricb  he" had  medtioned. 

Mr.  R^B▲  being  willing  that  the  vesseh  oa 
hand,  sh^nld  be  repaired,  he  had  voted  for  the  ne- 
cessary* som  for  this  por|)ose  ;'but  not  being  very 
fond  of  pater  anirnaU  of  the  size  described  in  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  he  moved  to  strike 
odt  that  section,  and  would  ofier  his  reasons  for 
doing  S9. 

If  the  United  States  were  authorised  to  build 
these  ftigates,  they  coald  not  be  done  in  fime  for 
the  present  emergency.  And,  if  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  South  Ca^olifoa  rightly,  there 
is  no  seasoned  timber  on  hand  fit  for  buildinc 
these  frigates ;  and  the  United  States  had  sofferei 
stffieiently  already  by  building  the  fornler  frigates 
of  unseasoned  timber.  Mr.  R.  did  not  wish  to  see 
the  United  States  a  great  paval  po^er,  equal  to 
any  nation  on  earth.  Indeed,  he  should  be.  hap- 
py to  see-all  the  armed  ships  of  the  world  on  fire. 
They  have  been  uniformly  destructive  of  com- 
merce and  human  happiaessb 

Mr.  SkiuB  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  this 
section  pf  the  bill.  He- ever  had  been,  and  he 
believed  ever  should  be,  against  this  country  be^ 
potaiing  a  naval  Power.'  If  we  embark  in  war, 
We  shall  have  occasion  for  ail  the  resources  we 
can  raise,  without  expending  «onr  inoney  on  ob- 
jects.not  immediately  necessarjr ;  besideii,  the  suitt- 
now  asked ''for  is  only  an  entering  wedge.  When 
menibers  wish  to  carry  a  favorjte  measure,  they 
uAvev  ask  for  the  whole  sum  .wanted  at  once,  but 
Just  as  much  as  thejr  think  they  can  get;  and  the 
work  beinc^  begun',  it  must  hereafter  be  finish^. 
It.is  true  that  our  resources  ace  considerable;  hot 
the  Qoyernment  oannot  draw  more  from  the 
people  than  they  arre 'willing  to  pay  ;  and  it  wili. 
be  round  that  the  taxes  will  be  sufficiently  heavy 
wi^oot  thisAa^y. 

Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  rose  to  present  his 
views  on  the  bill  before  the  Committee.  He  said 
that  as  he  did  not  precisely  agree  in  opinion  with 
any  gentletnan  who  ihad  spoken,  he  should  take 
the  liberty  of  detaining  the  CoQUDittee  a  few  mo* 
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meots  while  he  offered  to  their  attention  some 
observations.  He  was  highly  gratified  with  the 
temper  and  ability  with  which  the  discussion  had 
been  hitherto  conducted.  It.  was  honorable  to 
the  House,  and,  be  trusted,  would  continue  to  be 
juapifested  on  many  Jufu re  occasions. 

On  this  interesting  topic  a  diversity,  of  opinion 
9ias  existed'almost  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Government.  On  the  one  band  there 
appeared  to  him  to  have  been  attempts  made  ro 
precipitate  the  nation  into  aU  the  evils  of  naval 
exlravagKnce,  Which  had  been  productive  of  so 
^ucfa  mischief  in  other  countries ;' and,  on  the 
other,  strongly  feeling  this  mischief,  there  ba^ 
existed  an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  pro* 
Tiding  such  .a  competent  naval  protection  for  our 
xsommerciali-and  maritime  rights  as  is  demanded 
by  their  im porta ace^  and  as  the  increased  re- 
sources  of  the  cdtlntry  amply  justify.  -• 

The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  iiiviled  to 
ibis  subject  by  the  President  in  his  Message  de^ 
jivered  at  tl^e  opening  of  the  .session.  Indeed^ 
bad  it  been  wholly  neglected  by  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, from  the  critical  situalioa  of  the  country, 
and  nature  of  the  jighls  proposed  to  be  vindi- 
cated, it  must  have  pressed  itself  upon  our  atteQ- 
tioo«  But,&aidMr.C*,  the  President, m  hi;s  Message, 
observes:   "Your  attention  will,  of  course,  be 

*  drawn  to. such  provisions  oo  the  subject  of  our 
<  oaval  force  as  may  be  required  for  ih^  service' 
'  to  which  it  is  best  adf^pted.  .  I  subniit  to  000- 

*  gress  the  seasodableness  abo  of  ^n  authority  to 
'  augment  the' stock  of  spch  materiai«  as  ar^  im- 

*  perishable  io  their  nature,  or  may  not  at  once 

*  be  attainable."  The  President,  by  «his  recoro- 
mendatioBj^learly  intFmated  an  oninioa  tbat  the 
naval  force  of  tbi»country  is  cai>able  of  producing 
some  effect;  and  thepropriety  of  layijig  up  im- 
perishable materials  was.  no  doubt  suggested  for 
the  purpose  of  making ^ additions  to  the  navy,  m 
convenience  and  e^cigenptes  might  direct. 

It  appeared  to.Mr.  G.  a  little  extraordinary  that 
ao  tnueh.  as  it  seemed  to  him,  uareasonabla  jeal- 
ousy should  exist  agaifi^t^he.NavalEstabrishment. 
If,  said  be,  we  look  back  to  the  period  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  foun^  that 
no  s^ch  jealouary  was  then  excited.  In  placing 
the  physical  force  of  the  nation  &t  the  disposal 
of  Congress,  the  Convention  manifested  much . 
greater  apprehension  of  abuse  io  ^he  power  gireo 
to  raise  armies  than  in  that  to  provide  a  navy.  In 
reference  to  the  Navy,  Congress  is  pot  under  no 
restrictions;  but  with  respect  to  the  Army— ^that 
description  of  force  wfaficn  haa  been  so  oftei»  091- 
ployedto  subvert  the  liberties  of  mankind — they 
are  subjected  to  limitations,  desigbed  to  prevent 
the  abuse  of  thb  dangerous  power.  But  it  was 
not  bis  intention  to  detain  the  Committee  by  a 
discussion  on  the  comparative  utility  and  safety 
of  th^se  two  kinds  of  force.  He  wonldi  however, 
be  indulged  in  saying,  (hat  he  thought  gentleaien 
had  wholly  failed  in  maintaining  the. position 
they  had  assumed,  that  the  fall  of  maritime  Paw- 
ers  was  attributable  to  their  navies.  They  hare 
told  you,  indeed,  that  Carthage,  Genoa;  Ve/iioe. 


ing,were  finally  destroyed.  Bat  have  th^chowa, 
by  a  train  of  argument,  that  their  overthrow  vis, 
in  any  degree,  asoribable  to  their  maritime  great- 
ness?   Have  they  attempted  ev«n  to  show  that 
there  exists  in  the  nature  of  to  is  power  a  neces- 
sary teadency,  to  destroy  the  pation  usin^  it?  As- 
sertion is  substituted,  for  urgoment;  infereoees 
not  authorized  by  historical  facts  are  arbirran'Jf 
drawii^   things  wholly  unconnected  with  each 
other  are  associated  together — a  rery  lo^'ca/  mode 
of  reasoning!   In  the  same  way  he  could  detnon- 
strate  bow  idle  and  absurd  our  attachmeou  are 
to  freedom  it^elC  .  He'  might  say',  for  example, 
that  Greece  and  Rome  had  forms  of  free  govern- 
ment, and/tbat  they  nO  longer -exist;  and  dednc- 
ing  their  fajl  Uota  their  deyotioo  to  liberty,  the 
conclusion  in  i4.vor  of  despotism,  would  very  sat- 
isfactbrify  follow !    He  demanded  what  there  is 
in  tbe  nature  and  construction  of  maritime  power 
to  excite  the  fears  that  have  been  indulged?   1>q 
gentlemen  .really  apprehend  tfaaf-a  body  of  sea- 
men will'  abandon   their  proper  element,  aad. 
placing  themselves  under  an  aspirins  chieiC  wiH 
erec^  a  throne  to  his  ambition  ?    Will  tftey  deiga 
to  listen  lo  the  voice*  of  history,  and  learn  li^ 
chimerical  are  ^heir  apprehensions?  . 

But  the  source  of  alarm  is  in  oarselres.  Geo- 
tlemen  fear  .that  if  we  provide  a  marine  it  will 
produce  collisions  with  loreign  nations — ploDg^e 
us  into  war,  and  oltimately  ovierturn  the  Coo>ti- 
tuiion  of  the  country,  -Sir,  if  yon  wish  to  ami 
foreign,  collision  you  had,  beUer  abandon  tae 
oi:ean ; .  surreoderall  your  commerce  ;  give  up  ail 
your  prosperity.  It  is  the  thin^  proteqted,  ii«l 
the  instrument  of  protection,  that  inrolves  yon  ia 
war.  Commerce  engenders*  coUisiqn,  .collisi«a 
war,  and  war,  ^he  argument  supposes,  leads  )a 
despotism.  Wojuld  the  counsels  be  deemed  wisc^ 
of  that  statesmau  who  abould  recommend  that 
the  nation  should  be  unarmed— thnt  tbe  arr  of 
war,  the  martial  spirit,  and  martial  exereissL 
jshould  be  prohibited—and  that  the  great  hoij  of 
the  people  should  be  taught  .that  national  happi- 
ness was  to  be  found  in  perpetual  peaeealoBe? 
No,«ir,  And  'yet'  every  argument  in  favor  of  a 
power  of  projection  on  land  applies,  in  some  6e- 

free,  to  a  power  of  protection  on  the  sea.  Ua- 
oubtedly  a  commerce  void  of  naval  proieciion 
is  more  exposed  to  rapacity  than  a  guarded  com- 
merce; and  if  we  wish  to  invite  the  cootinuaDce 
of  the  old,  or  enaction  of  new  unjust  edicts,  let 
us  refrain  from  all  etertion  upon  that  elemeoi 
where  they  operate,  and  where,  in  the  end.  they 
must  be  resisted. 

For  his, part,  Mr.  G.  said|  he  did  not  allow  him- 
self to  be  aiaro^ed  bv  tbose  apprehensions  of  nta- 
ritime  power  which  appeared  to  agitate  olbec 
gentlemen.  In  the  nature  of  our  <lorerameBt 
be  beheld  abundant  security  against  abase.  He 
would  be  unwilling  to  tax  tbe  land  to  support  tbe 
rights  of  the  «ea,  and  was  for  drawing  from  the 
sea  itself  the  resources  with  wbich^its  yjolated 
freffdooi  should  at  all  times  be  viadicated*  Whibt 
this  principle  is  adhered  to,  tbere  will  be  no  danger 
of  ruDoing  into  tbe  foUy  an^  extra vaMnce  which 


and  other  natto^Si  had  navies,  and,  notwithstand- 1, so  much  alacn»s  geatlem.en  $  and  whenerer  it  is 
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'  abaDdooed-^wheDerer  Co«Sfi%iB  ulull  Iftr  bur* 
deosora^  taxes  to  aiiffHi«Bt  thoNary  beyood.what 
may  be  aulborized  by  the  increased  wealth,  and 
demanded  bjr  the^  ezigeBcies  ;>f  the  eoonlry,  the 
people  will  loterpos^  and.  temoTiug  their  un- 
worihy  r^preseDlfttives,  apply  th^ftppropriata  eor- 
recti ve.    Mr.'C.  coald  not,  then,  aee.  any  just 

f;couDd  of  dref^i  in  the. nature  of  naval  power, 
t  was, on  tho  contrary,  free  from  the  «Tils  at*' 
tendant  upoa  standiBg:  armies.  An4,  the  ^enivl^ 
of  our  iDstkuiiooa — ttSi  great  ropreaeiitBtiye  pria- 
cipl^,  in  the  practical. 00 joyment  of  which  we 
are  so.eminootly  distiogajshod — afforded  the  best 
guarantee  again«^the  ambtiioaand  waatefiil  er- 
tsavagance  of  Govern oaieot.  *    .      « 

.  What  maritime  strength  is  it  expedient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  United  8tal£s  ?  In. considering^  this 
subject,  thr^e  differeaC-  degrees  of.  naval  power 
present  themselvesl  In  tlto  first  place, •  such  a 
forco  as  would  be  capable  of  cont^tfBing  with 
that  which  any  other  nation  liable  to  brin^  oo^ 
the  ooean-^a  Joree  that,  boldly  acoaring  every 
sea,  would  challengeto combat theicetsof!  ofher 
Powers,  however  ^i^at*  He  admitted  it  was  itn-. 
possible  at*  this  time,  perhaps  It.  never  wotfld  be 
desirable  for  thiaaountry.to  establish  9o«xtep8iTe 
a  Navy.  Indeed,  he  #hould  consider  it  as  mad- 
ness in  the  extreme  lathis  Qoveroment  t6'ai^ 
tetnpt  ta provide  a  Nary  capable  to  cope  Vitb  the 
fleets  of  Great  Britain,  wbttfever  ihey  mighi  be 
met.      ^  ,  ' 

The  next  species  of  naval  power  to  which  he 
would  advtet  is  that,  which,  without  adventortng 
into  distant  seas,  and  -keeping  generally  in  our 
Owtt  harbors,  and  oa  our  coasts,  wotuld  be  coilipe- 
teorl  to  beat  off  aby  sqaadroo  which  might  be  at- 
tempted to  be, permanently  stationed  in  our  war 
ters.     His  friends  06m.Soath  Carolina  (Messrs. 
C^EVJes  add  Lownobs)  had-satisfaatorily  ^hown' 
-that,  to  effieet  tbif»  object,! a  fdrce  equivaleiit  only 
to  one-third  of  that  which  the  raaintettanc'e  of 
such  squadron-must  require  ifouid' be  swtic lent. 
Tbat«if,  for  exap) pie,  England  shouKT  determine 
to  siatioQt  permanently  u^n  oar  coast  a  squadrdb 
of  twelve  ships-of-the-hne.  .it  woiild  require  for 
this  service  thirty-fix  ships-of-t hemline,  ode-thi^d 
in  port'  repairiiig,  one-thini  ou  the  passage,  and 
oae   third  .on  the  station.    But  that  is  a  fof«e 
which  it  has  been  jsiiowB  that  even  Kogland^with 
her  boasted  Navy,  could  not  spar^  for  the  Ameri- 
can service  whilst  she.,4s  en^ged  in  the  present 
contest.    Mr.  C  said  he  was  desirous  of  seeing 
such  aforce.ashe  had  described,  that  is,  about 
twelve  sbips-qf-the4ine aud  fiftaeo  or  twenty  fri^ 
gates,  projvid«ti  for  the  On i ted  .States;  but,  he 
adcniued  that  it  was  unatcainable  io  the  present 
situation  of  the  finances  of  the  coqnirf.    He  eon* 
tended,  however,  tfiat^it  WM  such  as  Congress 
ou^ht  to  set  about  proridihg,  ajidho' hoped^,  in 
less  than  teoyeUrs,  to.seeit  actually  established. 
He  was  far  irom  slirveyidg  4he  rast  maritime 
power  q^f  Great  Britain  ^ith  the  depending  eye 
with  which  othergen tinmen  beheld  it.    He  could 
not  allow  himself  to  be  discouraged  at  the  pros* 
peei  evepfof  her  thonsand  ships*    This  country 
only  raquiisad  resolntion^  aad  a  p^tp^  <xaitip[p  of 


its  immense  x^ddrces,  to,  com hiand  respect,  and 
to  viod'icate  every  essential  right,  ."^hen  we 
consider  our  remoteness  from  Europe,  the  ex- 
panse, difficult  y*  And  perils,  to  wbich^any  squad"- 
rbn  .would  bc'ex posed)  stationed  off  o,ur  cof^sts,  he 
entertained  np  doubt  that  the  fbrcejo  which  he 
referred  would  insure  the  command  of  our  own 
seas.  Suoh^a  force  would  avail  itself  of  Our  ex- 
tend ve  seaboard  and  .liumefons  harbors,  every- 
where affording, aikylnms  to  which  it  could  retire 
for  safety  from  a  superior  fleet,  or  frqm  which  it 
coold  issue  for  the  purpose  of  §oiioyaDce<  To 
the  opinion  of  his  colleogue,  (Mr.  MqKbejJ  who 
appeated  to  think  that  it  was  in  vain  for  us  to 
make  any  struggle  on  the  ocean,, he' would  oppose 
the  sentiments  of  hisdistini^aished  connexion,  the 
heroic  Daviess,  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Tippe* 
canoe.  -    ■  ..      .  • 

[H&e  Mr.  C.  read  certain  parts  of- a  work 
. written. byOolonelDarijess,  in  which  the  author 
attem'pts  to.show  thaLt,as  the  aggressions  upon' 
our  ctKpmerce  Were  not  committed  by  fleets,  but 
by  singleT-vessals,  thejF  could  in  tbe  same  man- 
ner be  best  retaliated;   that  a  force  of  about, 
tweirty  or  thirty  frigates  would  beeapable-of  ib-' 
fiicting  great  rajury'oa  English  commerce-  br 
picking  up  stragglers,  cutlipg  off  convoys  and  • 
seikiag  upon  every  md)nent-of  sopineness;  and. 
that  ^ueh  a  force,  with  our  seaports  and  harbors 
well  fortified,  and  aidell  by  privateers,  wouM  be 
really  ibrmidable,  and  would  aiff  oy  the  British 
navy  and  commreroe;  ns  the  French  army  was 
assailed  in  Bgypt^  the  Persian  arqdy  in  9cythia, 
and  the  Rqman  army  in  Parjthia.] 

The  third  description  of  force  Worthy  of  con- 
sideration tsy  that  which  would  be  aUe^to  prerent 
any  single  ressel,  of  whatever- me taljf^om  en- 
dangering our  whole  coasting  trade,  blodii ng  up 
oUr  harbors,  or  laying  under  contribution  our 
^cities ;  a  fbfcei  c<impetent  to, punish  the  insoUhce 
of  the  commander  of  any  single  ship,  and  to  pre^ 
serve  in-«nr  osrq  jurisdiction  the  inviolability  of 
our  peace  and  our  laws.  'A  force  of  this  kind  is 
eptirelywlthip  the  compass  of  qpr  means  at  this 
time,  is  there  a  reflecting  man  in  the  nation 
w^ho  wouki  not  charge  Cojogrcss  with  a  culpable 
neglect  of  its  duty,  if,  for  the  Want  of  s^ch  a  force, 
a  single  ship'  were  to  bombard  one  of  our  cities  ?~ 
Would  not  every  •honorable  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee inflict  on  faimselfah^bittereaft  reproaches, 
if,  by  fkiling  to  mfke  an  inconsiderable  addition 
t»  omr  little  gallant  Navy,  a  MOgle  British  ves- 
sel, should  place  New  York  under  contribution? 
Yes,  sir,  when  the  citf  is  in  fltimes,  its  wretched 
inhabitants  begin  to  repent  of  their  negleetin  not 
proridiqg  engines  hod  Water  bablEets.  If,  said 
Mr.  C«,  we  are  not  able  to  meet  the  wolves  of  the 
forest,'shall  we  put  up  with  tbe  barking  of  every 
petty  flee  that  trips  acrosionr  way?  Because 
we  cannot  guard  against  every  possible  danger, 
shalil  we  provide  against  none?  He  .hoped  not* 
He  had  hardly  etpected  that  the  instructing  but 
humiliating  lesson  was^so  soon  to  be  forgotten' 
which  was  taught  us  in  the  murderof  Pierce ; 
the  attack  on  the  Cbesapeakei  aodthe  insult  of- 
fered in  ^^  harboriof  OharlestdU)  which  tbe  brave 
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<^d' felk>w  thit  commaiided  the  fort  iarain  en- 
deavored to  chastise. 

It  was  a  rule  with  Mr.  C.^  wii«ti  acting  either 
in  a  pubtio  «r  private  character,  to  attempt  noth- 
ing more  than  what  there-  existed  a  prospect  of 
accGraplishing.  He  was,  therefore,  not  in  favor 
of  entering  into  anymad  projects  oti  thie  subject ; 
but  for  delfberately  and  reiroluteiy^  persuing  what 
heMieved  to  be  within  the  jpowerof  Govern- 
ment. Genlletnen  refer  to  the. period  of  ly^B, 
and  we  are  renfinded^f  the  principles  maintain-' 
ed  by  the>  opposition  at  that  time.  He  had  ifo 
dpobt  of  the  correctness  of  that  oppositum.  The 
navat  schemes  of  that  day  "were  premature,* not 
warranted,  by  the  resources  of  th^  eoiintry,  and 
were  contemplated  for  an  unnecessary  war  into 
which  the  nation  was  about  to  be  piui\ged.  He 
-always- admired  find  approved  the  zeal  and  abil- 
ity with  which  that  opposition  was  conducted  by 
the  distinguished  gentl«mian  now  at  the  head  of 
'the  Treasury.  But.  the  state  of  things  is  totally 
ahered«  .What  was  foliy  in  1798  may  be  wisdlxm 
DOW.  At  that  time,  we  had  a  revenue- only  of 
a-bodt  six  mtilioits*  Our  tereuuh  miw,  upon  a 
'stUpposition  that  commerce  is  restored,  is  about 
sixteen  miliionsv  The  population  of  the  country, 
ioO)  i&greatly  increased — nesbrly.doubled — and  ^he 
wealth  of  the  nation  is,  perhaps,  tripled.  -While 
our  abililf  to  construct  &  navy  is  thus  eohahced,* 
the  necessity  for  maritime  proteeiion  js  propor* 
tionately  augmlpted.  Independent  of  ;th.e  exten- 
sion of  our  commerce,  sinee  the  year  1798,  we 
haTO'h^d  an  tfddition  of  more  than  five  hundred 
miles  to  our  co^st,  from  the  bay  of  Pecdtdo  to  the 
month  of  t^e  Sabine-*a*weak  and  defenceless  tc- 
cession,  requiring,  more  than  any  other  part  of 
dur  maritime  frontijer,ihe  protecting  apin  of  Gov* 
emment. 

The  gronndless  impdtatton,  that  those  wllo 
were  friendly  to  a  pavy  were  espousing  4  princi- 

ee  idimiea)  to  freedom,  should  not  terrify  him. 
e  wifts  not  ashamedrwhen  in  sooh  companyas 
the  i|lu^rious  author  of  the^*Notes  On  Virginia," 
whose  opinions  pn  the  subject  of  a  naty,  t^oniain- 
ed  in  that  work,  eej>tributed  to  thefbrmation  of 
his  own.  But  the  principle  of  a  navy,  Mr.  0. 
contended,  was  no  longer  open  todontroversy<  it 
was  decided  when  Mr*  Jefferson  caine  idtofOwer. 
With  all  the  prejudices  against  a  navy,  which  afe. 
alleged  by^  some  to  have  been  then  brought  rnto 
the  Administration.— wi^h  ma^  honest  prejudi- 
ces, he  ad  mi  tied— the  rash  attempt  was  not  made 
to  destroy  the  estabtisbm'ent.  It  was  reduced  only 
to  what  was  supposed  to  be  within  the  financial 
4iapacity  of  the  country.  If,  ten  years  ago,  when 
all  those  prejudices  wete  tP  1>e  combatted,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  it  was  deemed  prop(fr-by  the 
then  Administration  to  retain  in  service  ten  frig* 
ates,  he  put  it  to  the  candor  of. gentlemen  to  say, 
if  now,  when  we  are  on  the  eye  of -a  war,  afid 
taking  into  view  the  actual  growth  of  the  cd^xt- 
try,  and.  the  acquisition  of  our  coast  on  the  Gulf 
'of  Mexico,  we  ought  not  to  add-to  the  Establish- 
ment 7  , 
Mu  C.  saidj  h»  had  hitherto  allnded,  more  par' 


of  the  Atlantic  frontier.  While  he  felt  the  deep- 
est solicitude  for  the  safety  of  New  Tork^  aad 
Other  cities  on  the  coast,  he  woald  be  pardoned 
by  the  Committee  for  referring  to  the  intetests  of 
that  section  of  the*  Um'on  from  which  he  came. 
If,  said  hcj  there  be  a  ppint  more  than  any  other 
in  the  United  States  demanding  the  aid  of  naval 
protection,  that- point  is  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. What  is  the  population  -  of  the  Westera 
e6un<ry,  dependent  upon  this  single  oatkt  for  its 
surplus  productions^  Keotocky,  according'  to 
the  last  enumeration^  has  406,511;  Tennessee, 
261,7^7;  and  Ohio,  330,760.  And,  wkeathe^p- 
olaildn  of  the  westera  parts  of  VlrgtBiaandPean- 
sytv^nia,  and  th^  territories  which*  are diained by 
the  Mississippior  its  waters^  is  added,  it  wiii  fona 
dnag^egate  equal  to  about  one-fifth  of  thewhoW 
popuIaUon  of  the  United  States,  resting  all  their 
commercial  hopesopoa  this  solitary  Tent!  The 
bulky  articla^,  of  Whicl^  their  surpkia  prodvctioas 
'Consist,, can  be  iiansported  no  other  way.  Tkef 
will  not  bear 'the  expense  of  a  carriage  up  the 
^Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and  across  tbe  nieasiaias, 
and  the  cirouixons  royage  of  the  Lakes  is  ost  of 
the  question.  While  most  other  Stales  have  the 
option  of  numerous  otttlets,  so  that  if  one  bedosed 
resort  ean  be  had  to .'otbera.  this  rast  popolaiioa 
has' no  alternative.  Close  tbe  moacfa  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  their  export  trade  is  aBnihilated.  He 
called  the  attention  of  his  W^Mern  friends, espe- 
cially his  worth3r  Kentucky  friends  (from  vboa 
he  felt.himself  with  regret  coosirained  toAfleroa 
this  Occasion)  to  the  state  of  tbe  public  feritBgia 
that  quai'ter,* while  the  oarigatioaof  the  Mtssu- 
sippi  was  withheld  by  Sfiain ;  and  to  the  still 
more  recent,  period  when  the  right  of  depot  ««s 
i^platedt  The  whole  country  was  ma  commo- 
tion ;  and,  at  the  nodof  Gorerii men t,  Would  have 
fallen. on.  Baton  .Robge  and  New  Orleans,  aad 
pitnished  the  treachery'  of  a  perfidjoos  Ooirem- 
meat.  Abandon  all  idea  of  pvoiectin^.  by  mari- 
time foree,  the  oionthof  the  Misaiaftippi.  and  we 
shall  have  the'recurreoce  of  many  similar  scenes. 
We  shall  bold  the  iafStimable  ri^t  cf  tbe  aari- 
gatioa  of  that  river  by  the  most  precaiioas  tcnare. 
The  jvhole  commerce  of  the  MiisBissfp|n— a  taa^ 
merce  that  is  destined  to  be  the  rtchestthat  was 
ever  borne  by  a  single  stream— is  placed  at  the 
mercy  oft  a  single  ship  lying  off  tbe  Elaltxe ! 

Again^  .The  con  vol  stons  of  the  oew  world,  stiil 
more,  perhaps,  than  thbse  of  fiticope,  cMkage 
but  attention.    Whether  the  ancient  dynasty  of 
Spain  is  still  to  be  o|»held  or  subverted,  ft  is  ex- 
tremely  .nncerlaio,  ir  the  bonds  coaneetiDg  the 
parent  country  with  her  colonies  dure  not  foreTcr 
broken.    What  ia  to  Wcdme  of  Cuba  1    WiU  is 
aifsert  Independence,  or  remain  the  pioviace  d 
some  Eurofiean  Power?  In  either  ease  the  whole 
tradb  o£  the  Western  country,  wbicb  most  ynss 
aliuost  withia  gai^shot  of  the  Moro  Castle,  is 
exposed  to  dangler*    It  was  ndt,.however,  of  Caba 
he  was  afraid.  He  wish^  her  indepeadeot.  Bet. 
suppose^Ekigiand^t9  possesaion  of  tbac  ▼alaable 
island  ?    With  Cuba  on  the  soutb  and  Halifrx 
on  the  Borth?-and  Che  eonsequent  meaas^f  favor- 
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tions  of  the^coaotrf,  be  askdd  if  the  most  na- 
guine  amoDtir  m  would  not  tremble  for  the  iiite^ 
rity  of  the  fJftioo'?  If,  alotoj-witb  G«ba,' Great 
Britain  should  aoquire  Bast  Florida,  she  will  hare- 
the-  absolute  eommaod  of-  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  - 
CaD  geDtiemeti,  partieularlv  gentlem^  Arora  the 
Westef  0  country,  contemplate  such  pofiifak,  nay, 
probable- 6 veais,, without  deistritagtojee^  at  least 
the  eoatmencement  of  au^  a  n4Y%i  estabUahqaent 
as  would  effectually  protect  theMisaissippt  1-  He 
entreated  them  to  turn  their  alien tion  to  the  de- 
fenceless aituatiim  of  the  Orlrtins  Territory,  and 
to  the  Bttture  of  it»  population.  It  is  known  that, 
while  under  the  Sjpanuh'Governiiient/they  expe- 
riebced  the  benent  of  naval  security.  Satisfy 
them  that,  uader.  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  they  wHl  enjoy- less  proteotion,  and  you 
disclose  the  niost  fiital  secrete 

The  General..  GUkvem men (  receives  anniially: 
for.  the  public  lands  about  $600,000.  .  One  of  the 
aources  whenae  the  Western  people  rabe  this 
asm,  is  the-«(portation  of  4he  surplus  pMd«ctiop3 
of  that  4;dnntry.  i  Shut  up  the  .  Mississippi  and 
this  source  is,  in  a  gresft  measure^  dried^up.  Bojt;! 
suppose  ihis.GoveriimeC^t  to  l^ook  iipov  the  occlu- 
sion of  the  Mississippi,  witheat  making  an'«£>rt 
oa  that  element,  wnere  alone  it  could  be  made 
successfully,  *to  reinove  the  blocbidin|^  ^ce^  and, 
«t  the  same  time^  to  he  ▼igovously  prasaing  pay-^ 
ment  for  the* public  lands;  he  ahodjered  at  the 
conaequenee.s,  'Deep-rooted  as  he  knew  the  af«> 
fectioesof  the  Western  pteopleiabe  to  the  Uiuon/ 
(and  he  weald  not  mdmit  their  patriotism  to  be 
a«rpa8se4  by  apy  other  qtiarter  of  the  coontrv,)  if 
such  a  state  of  thia^  were  to  last  any  eonsideta* 
ble  lime»  he  should  'seriously  appveheiAi  a  with- 
drawal df  their  .cooidenee.  Ndr,  sir  cbald  we 
derive  any  epolog^y  for  the  feil.vre  to  afford  tliam 
protection  from  Uie  want  of  tlie  :iiMaefciai  for>a- 
val  architecture.  On  thedeotrary,  aH  theertieles 
enterinf  into  th^  conatruction 'of  a  navy — iron, 
lienoTp,  amber,  ))itch,  abooad  in  the  greatest  quan* 
titles  eii-lUe  waters  of  th^  Misstsaippi.  >  Ken- 
toeky  alone,  he  bad  no  doubt,  raised  hemp  eeeugh; 
t4ie  last  year  for  the  wb<>le  comsumpcioii  of  the 
United  Staica. 

If,  as  hel  conceived^ ^ntlemen  had  beenoasuc- 
cessial  in  showing  that  the 'downfall  of  meritime 
tiatioos  was  asoribabfe  to  their  navies,- they  had 
been  more  fortunate  in  showing,  by  theinstaoecs 
to  whieh  they^ad  referred,  that,  without  it  ma- 
rine, no  fbseign  commerce  could,  exist  to:aoy  ex- 
tent. It  is  the  appropriate,  the  natural  (if  the 
tern  be  allowahle)  protection  of  foreign  coin- 
merce.  The  shepherd  and  his  faithful  dogac^ 
not  more  nectary  to  •  guasd  the  flocks  that 
browse  and  gambol  o'ti  iheneighbortagmdanlaiii. 
He  considered  the  prosperity  of  foreign  com* 
merce  indisaelubly'nllied  to  marip'e  power,  Ne- 
Ifleet  to  provide  the  one,  and  you'  most  abandon 
tiie  oihen  Suppose  the  expected  war  with  Bug- 
Innd  is  oommeneedy  vbu  enter  and  snbjng^a  Can- 
Ma,  and  she  still  refuses  to  do  jroo  justice,  what 
other  possible  mode  will  remain  to  operate-on  the 
enemy  but  upoii, that* ekment where  yottcan^hen 
alone  o^nein  omact  with  him?    And  if  foti  db 


not  prepare  to  protect  there  your  ^wn  commerce 
.  and  to  assail  hi^  will  he  not  sweep  from  the  oceaa 
every  vessel  bearifig  your  flag,  and  destroy  even 
the  cpasting  trfide  ?  but,  from  the  argnments  of 
gentlemen,  it  would  seem  \fi  be  ^uesiionecLif  for- 
eign coram  erqe  is-  worth  the  kind  of  proic^ion 
insisted  upon.  What  is  this,  foreign  commerce 
that  h^s  suddenly  become  so  inooasiderabiQ?  ft 
haa,  with  very  trifling 'aid  from  o^iar  sources,  de- 
frayed (he  expenses  of  Government  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the 'present.  Coastitution-rmain- 
latned  an-  expensive  and  successful  war  with  the 
Indians^— a  war  with  theBarb&ry  Powers — ^aquaisi 
war  with  France — sustained  the  charges  of  sup- 
pre^sipg'two  insurrejiitions^  and  exXin^uished  up- 
ward of  foFty-six  millions  of  the  public  debt !  In 
revenue  it  hasj  since  the  yi!ar  1789, -yielded  one 
^hundred  And  ninety-oae  millions  of  dollars.  Du- 
ring the  first  four  years  after  the  commencement 
of  the^'resent'QoverntQeat,  the  rierenue  averaged 
only  .i^ut  two  miliione  aenUsHy-^eriog^  sQb; 
sequent  perio^.of /pur  years  it  rose  to -an  aveilftge 
of  fifteen  millions  annually, or  became  equivalent 
to  a  caj^ital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Ahd,  if  onr, commerce  is  reestablished,  it  will,  in 
the  coitfse  of  time,  joet  a  sum  for  which  we  are 
scarp^  fiirniahed  with  figures  in  .•arithmetic — 
Takings  the  aYeraga  of  the  laet  ^ine  years  (com- 
prehending, of  course,  the  scaaoo  of  the  em  wgo) 
pur  exports  arerejM  upward  of  thirty-seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  papitai  of 
apward  of  six  hundred-miltions  of  doliarr  a(  six 
percent,  interest^  all  of 'Which  must  be  lost  in  a 
destc'uci^n  ef  foreign  conmese^.^  In  the  abaiH 
donment  of  tbat-  commerce  is-  also  involved  the 
saoBifice  of  our  brftve  tars,,  who  have  engaged  in 
the  pursuit,^  from  which  they  derive  dubststence* 
linger .ooofidence  that'  the  Government  will  afibrd 
them  that  just  ptoCeotion  which  is  doe  ta  all* 
Thejj;  will  be«driv^n  iate  foreign  employment^  for 
it  is  19  fain  to  expect  that  ^ey  will  renounce  the 
habdls.of  their  lifcw 

.  The  spirit'  of  .commercial  eaterpriae  so  strongly 
depleted  hv  the  gpntlemaA  frote  New  York,  (Mr. 
MiTOHiLL,)  ia  diffused  thron^hoat  the  coantry*  it 
is  a  passion  as  unconquerable  as  any  with- which 
nature  hais  endowed  us.  Yoi^  may  attenli^t  to 
regulate^— you-e^nnot  destroy  it.  It  exhibits  itself 
as  well  on  the  waters  of  the  Wester n^ooua try,  as 
en  ,the.wataraand  shores  of  the  Allen  tie»  Mr.  C 
had  heard  of' a  vessel  b«tilt  at  Pittsborg,  having 
crossed  the  Atfaintic,  and  entered  a  Bniopeifn  pert 
(Jhe  betieted  that  of  Leghorn;)  The  master  of 
the  vessel  laid  his  papen  befoie  the  pf^>er  eos^ 
tom-hoas^,  which,  of- course,  stated  the  place  of 
her  4epartorei  The  officer  boldly  denied  the  efc« 
istemee  of  any  such.  Amerfean  port  as  Pjitubarg, 
and  thceatennl  a  seizure  of  the  vessel)  as  being 
furnished  with  forged .  papers.  The  affrighted 
master  procured  a  map  of  the  United  States  jind, 
pointing  out  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  loOk  the  offioer 
-to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi — traced  the  course 
of  the  Missisaippi^  more  than  a 'thousand  miles,  to 
the  moiuh  of  the»Obiq'(  aed,  oondnctin^r  him  atHi 
aihoiMaad  miles  higher,  to  the  juncttonof  the 
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AMegbany  and  MonoHgafaela— there,  be  exclaitt- 
ed,  stands  Pittsburg,  the  port  fro  19  which  I  sailed  I 
The  custom-house  officer,  prior  to  the  prod'actioB 
of  this  >p?idenee,  .woold  as  sooq  have  believed 
that  tjbe  vessel  had  performed  4  voyage  from,  the 
mooD.   .      -  ^      , 

In  delWeriog  the  seotiments  he  bad  expressed, 
Mr.  O.  cdnsidered  himself  as  conforming  to  a  sa- 
ored  Constitutional  duty.  When  the  power  to 
provide  a  navy  was  connded  to  Congress,  it  most 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Convention  to  sub- 
mit only  to  the  discretion  of  that  body  the  period 
whei^  that  power  should  be  exercised.  That  pe- 
riod had,  in  his  opinion,  arrrved^  at  4east  for  mak- 
ing a  respeotable  beginning.'  And,  while  he«dis-- 
charged  what  lie  conceived  to  be  his  duty,  be 
derived  great  pleasure  from  the  reflection  that  he 
was  supporting  a  measure  caicuUted  to  impart 
additional  strength  to  our  happy  Union.  Diver- 
sified as  are  the  interest&-of  its  various  part«,  how 
admirably  do  they  blend  together  and  harmonize ! 
We  have  only  to  make  a  proper  .use  of  the  bounties 
spread  before  us,  to  render  us  prosperous  and  pow- 
erful. Such  a  navy,  as  he  had  coiftend^^d  fpr,  will 
form  a  new  bond  of  connexion  between  the 
State?,  concentrating  their  hopes^  their  interests, 
and  their  aifeetions. 

He  concluded  by  inquiring  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee,  if  there  were  seasoned  tim- 
ber on  hand,  to  enable  him  to  judgtj  whether  it 
was  be«t  now  to  vote  for  imibediat<^y  building 
some  additional  frigates,  or  to  provide  the  requis**- 
Ite  materials? 

Mr.  Chbves  could  only  repeat  the  information 
which  he  had  already  cfiven  to' the  Committee,' 
^  that  testable  timber  could  be  obtained  for  theoe 
frigates,  though  it  be  not  on  hand,  i^xceptsome  of 
the  karge  pieces  required.  And,  as  to  thoexp^ase 
of  these  vessels,  it  is-  estimated  at  oae  miliion 
three  hundred  thousand  dotlars.         > 

The  subject  had  be^n  so  ably' argued  by  his 
friends,  that  he  would  not  intrude  longer  on  the 
Committee  than  to  notjce  one,  oircomstance. 
Qentlemen  have  been  alarmed' by. a  project. from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  proposing  ways 
and  means  for  the  present  crisis.  But  if  gentle^ 
men  be  satisfied,  as  he  trusted  they  were,  that  a 
moderate  inorease  of  our. Navy  &tablishment  is 
expedient,  ibis  Letter  of.  the  Secretary  ought  to 
have  no  effeet  upon  then^;  for,  while  tloogress. 
can  taise  a  land  force  of  85.000  rilen,  %key  can 
iiHelv  afibrd  to  appropriate  the  comparatively 
small  sum  asked  for  tm  account  of  the  Navy. 
But,  gentlemen  say  this  is  the  way  seheknes  are 
fixed  ttpoii  the  nation,  by  making  one  appropiia- 
tioB  that  another  maV  follow.  No  deoe|Hioo,  said 
Mr.  C,  had  been  Used  in  this  business^  The  case 
had  bec^  ffliirly  stared,  and  the  question  is  put, 
Will  you  cut  off  the  right  arm  of  your  nation,  by 
putting '^down  the  Navy?  If  gentlemen^  please, 
tbay  can  do  it  |  bqt  he  wished  it  might  not  be 
done  on  account  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastf- 
ry^s  letter.  The  ndtion  is,  doubtless,  equal  to  the 
crisis  ;4md  it  is  to  be  hoped  members  will  not 
shrink  from  a  performaace  of  their  duty. 
"Mr*  SMiuBtibsefved,ahiit  tJie  -gaatlanMn  from 


South  Carolina  had  aeknowiedged  chat  the  1 
DOW  asked  toward  •  build ing  this  nary  wasoaly 
inrended'  as  the  beginning  of  the  bostne»«  that 
more  would  he  called  for  hereafter.  He  knew 
very  well  this  was  the  intended  course.  It  was  a 
little  extraordinary,  said  Mr.S«,  to  find  gentlemco 
from.  Kentucky,  patronizing  this  navy  seheae; 
while  the  large  ;thipping  and  comrtfeercial  6iate 
01  Pennsylvania  doe&^not  want  this  alleged  pro- 
tection of  commerce  but  really  the  maehiae  of 
ptowetf 

'  Mr.  MiTGHrLL  made  soine  addittoaal  obserra- 
tions,  ohiefly  on  the  great 'resources  of  this  conn- 
try  for  ship-buildiAg^  which  «he  exhibited  ia  the 
ipoet  compreheasive  -way^  showing  that  every 
mat<>rial.  used  aboiit  a. ship  could  be  obtaiaed 
within  ourselves  in.thegr^attftt  abundance. 
,  Mr.  ,BoTn  ha^  heard  a  great  deal  said  in  faw 
of'ffoing  into  the^establistHnent  of  this  navy;  be 
wished  to  ofier  a  fe^^  remarks  against  this  project 
He  l\ad  heatd  uheory«on  theory,  and  ealcnlauoa 
on  calculation ;  but,  nothing  that  he  had  keard 
convinced  him  of  the  policy  of  biiildinga  aary 
larger  than  we  have,  est>eciaUy  at  the  presat 
time ;  h<(  -knew,  indeed,  that  vre  could  never boiU 
a  navy  to.  cope  with>  Qreat  Britaiii. 
'  instead  of  hearing  so  much  said  ahom  throw- 
ing money  away  upon  a  Mivy,  he  shooU  hke  to 
hepir  something  abou^  the  encouragement  and 
protection  oif  our  infiint  inanufactories,  which  he 
thought  of  greater  importance  to  the  eoaatry 
than  building  ships  $  for,  if  they  nre  properly  ea- 
couraged,  they  will  make  ev'erfrChiag  we  waac 
and  by  drawing  overemigrants  from  other  oo«a> 
tries,  and'  th.iis^  increasing- our  population,  tbev 
willeoosome  a  great  partofoursarplas  produce^ 
^o  that  foreign  trade  would  be  (ess  an  obj^cL  Too 
little  atteil'Hon,  be  thought,  was  paid  to  this  sub- 
ject. This,  .vroutd  be  a  peaoefol  course ;  nuna- 
factures  might  be  oarrjed  to  any  extent,  witkoot 
tunning  the  risk -of  war ;  qotso  With  fore^  com- 
merce, the  more  it  is  extended,  ttfe  moretfiffenl- 
tiei  the  country*  is  involved  in.  He  was  ia  &roi 
of  the  peaceful  eou^rsfs^  and  conseq  neatly  against 
a,  laqjre  pernaaaent.  naval.establishment. 

Mr.  Rhsa  sahd^  before  the  question  was  taken, 
he  would' add  a  few  other;  remarks.  He  had  al^ 
Ways  been  in  favor  of  protecting  commerce;  bat 
he  could  not  consent  <to  protect  it  in  the  manner 
now  ptroposed.  We  have, said  he,  voted  miUioas 
for  the  fortifications  on .  our  seacoast,  and  for 
building  gun^jpals^for  the  protection  of  oor  coasts 
and  ports  and  harbors.  But  gentlemen  now  say, 
these  are  not  suificient,  give  us  a  fleet*-not  to 
meet  our  enemy  at  sea,  nor  to  protect  onr  com- 
merce in  our  waters,  but  to  pctue^t  oor  coasts  and 
har^Ts,  he  supposed,  to  be  alongside  oar  fortifica- 
tions. 

He  was  surprised  to  hear  a  gentleman  fron 
Kentucky  (the  S^Maker)  express  k  desire  for  ships 
of  war  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Western 
CQuntry.  He  -knew  of  no  use  they  wonld  he  of 
there,  except  they  meant  to  use  them  ngatost  the 
Indiana. 

And,  as  to  New  Orleana,  it  is  defended  so  well 
bf  mttuie,  that  00  foreign  Power  eaa  mnnoy  it. 
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The  upper  eotiatry>wiII  always  maiviiaiii  it.  Be-' 
sides,  it  any  foreig^n'nttioti  were  io  alteorpt  to 
take  it,  they  would  repeot  of  iu  for- the  country 
wottld  prove  a  grave  to  them.  .We  have,  trnCor- 
(tiMtely,hadeaQ8e  to  repent  of  having  kept  a  body 
of  troops  there.  Thle  mortality  among  them  wae 
distressing  tobumaniry.  As  to  tbe  people  oTCobaj 
he  did  not  believe  they  had  any  more  intention 
to  iqjure  us,  than  we  theak  He  saW  no  neeessi- 
ty;  therefore,  for  vessels  of  war  to  guard  aj^aiiket 
danger  from  that  qoarter.  If  lire  could  trade  whh 
each  other,  it  would  be  Very  well. 

We  are  told,  said  lie,  that  we  have  no  i«roe-to 
resist  a  sevebty^four  ^ooibip.  Md  would  the 
fri^tes  ptcpoeed  to  be  boil t  be  crble  to  do  it  ?  Cer- 
tai^ly  not.  if  ^^  wi^h  to  make  a.gyeat  effort,  let 
tis  make  an  appropriation  fpr  three  or  fdur  large 
ships,  eqtal  to  anjr  in  the  Bvitfsb  service,  so  as  tr 
be  able  to  match  them  5  but,  at  presenty  be  was 
not  for  voting  any  money  fot  this  (inrpose. 

Getiiiemea  tell  us,  sa4d  Mii  R.,  because  burtev- 
enue  is. drawn  from'  commerce,  a  na^y  ought  to 
be  built  to  potect  eonlmeree.  It  is  true,  that  ^he 
revenue- is  collected  from ''eommerde;  but  wb^ 
pays -the  iai  ?  The  jieople,  to  be  sure!  If  we 
could  get/.a  revenue  that  was^iiotpaid^by  the peo^ 
.pie  at  lorflre^  but  b^  the  merchants  alone,  th^n^ 
there  would  be  some  ground  for  ealltng  upon  the 
people  toassijit  in  'protecting  their  commerce.  But 
as  long  as  the  people  ar«  ib  pay  the  taxes,  it  mat-^ 
ters  not'rauch  from  what  soiu'cesthey^  are  drawn. 
Mr.  Blackledob  iaid^  I  had  no  intention, of 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  a.single-mo* 
ment  with  any  remarks  of  mine  "tipon  the  subject 
under>  consideration  whe^  t  entered  tHe  House 
this  mDmitf](4  li  has  already  been  discussed  with 
an  ability  which  does  honor 'to  th^/gentlem en  • 
who  haveepbtei  on  both  sides,  and  my  mind 
was  made  ttp  to  vote  intfater  of  every  sectito  of 
the  bUi  except  "the  dne  hew  under  coos{d^rationr 
My  objeetion .  to  this* section  does  not  arise fr.em 
10  aversion  ta  increasing  oiir  Naval  Establuhr 
nent,  bqt  ff om  at  conrlction.  arising  iirom  all  the 
riewa  I  have  been  a  bleto^  cake  of  the  subject,  thai 
Mir  resources  can  b^  applied  to  increase  it  in  a 
nneh  better  way.  Where,  sir^  is  rhe  timber  of 
vhieh  it  is  contemplated  tb-build  these  ten  frig>* 
ttes  ?  The  report  witich  act:ompanled  the  b3( 
loea  not  infomr  us,  «nd  the  ver^  able' chairman 
f  tbe  obmmittee-who  made  the  repont  has  this 
my  told  us,  (what  firpmthe  silenee'of  the  repeirt 
n  this  subject  I  had  b^fbre^'inferred)  that.We 
ave  aoc  tbe  timber  for  them  on^^an^,  bar  that 
rom  sources  deemed  worthy  of  eredit  he  baa  un« 
erstood  that  timber  for  ten  frigates  is  prdeurabUr 
afficreotly  seasoned,  and  of  quality  that  will 
nswcr^very  well  eX^cept  some  of ^  tbe  largest 
iecee  necessary  for  oonstmeting  such  shipsk.— 
ITfaat  is  the  nhme  or  description-  of  these  larger 
iecea  of  t(mber  the  worthy  ebairmlin  bas^not 
iformfd  us,  but  from  the  little  knowledge  I  have 
r  shipKhuilding  eannot  be  mvdi  at  a  toss  in  de- 
Tmininif  that  they  mt^  be  t  be  sterns^  stern  posts, 
?elsy  keeJeonsj  and  beams.  These  it  Sbeihs.we 
either  have  oj^  hind,  nor  can  procure  from  pri- 
ite  ship-yam;  of  cbnrte- we  shall  ?tther.aot  be. 


able  ta  build  these  frigates  ia  several  years,  or  we 
must  build  of  materials  not  weH  seanooed,  and 
which  must  insure  their  speedy  decay.  What 
should  we  think  of  a  man  who^  in  ei'ecting  aa 
.  expensive  and  elegant  house,  should  employ  green 
sills;- sleepers,  and>  corner  posts,  bat  be  very  par* 
tieuia/  in  selecting  timber  of  the  first'jguaiity  for 
'^11  tbe  rest  of  the  building?  I&ir,  he  would  fiodr 
to  his  cost,  as  we  in  keepiifg  up  our  okl  frigates' 
ha.ve  found  to  ours,  that  the' expense  of  repahrs 
would  be  so  enormous  as  to  create  doubts  whe- 
ther  it  wou/d  not  .be  better  to  build  a  new  house 
than,  attempt  to  repair  the  old  h'uik#  Then  ad- 
mitting the  information  given  bs  by  the  ehaip- 
niaru  has  been  derived  from  sourees  worthy  ef 
oredit,  I  certainly-  would  not  agree  to  vote  ia 
favor  of  this  secti6n  and  saddle  upon  the  nation 
a  parcel  of  shy)S'patch^d  up  of  seasoned  and  ua*. 
seasoned-  timber.  But 'is  it  not  extremely  prob- 
able that  this  iafornoilLtion  has  been  derived  from- 
interested  sources;  that  is,  from  persons  who, 
having  ship-timber  00  hand,^re  likely^  under  the 
present  aspect  of  ailiirs/fo  fintl  It-  p»orc  their  in- 
tereat  to  sell  the  timber  to* the  public  than 'employ 
it  in  building: vessels  for  their  oifn  use?  From' 
the  very  nature  of  itj  I  cannot  bu^beHeve  this  to  ' 
be  tbe-case;  far,  as  the  €tovemmeht  had  not  the 
timber  of  tjieir  own,  of  wf^om  would  they  halve 
inquired  tQ>  ko^w  whether  the y  could  be  supplied, 
with  the  timber  of  suitable  quality  ?  Gertainiy  of 
the  large  ship^builders,  who,  frbm  the  cpnsidera- 
tions  i  have'  just  mentioned,  would-  no  ddubt  be 
induced  to  wish  to  make  a  sale  of  tAeir  t'lvabeTf  ^ 
rather  than  build  it  into  vessel's  for  their  own  ae- 
couot.  We  are  informed  by' the  report  which  * 
accompanies  the  bill  that  it  will  cost  about  one 
million ieven  hundred  th5usabd  dollars  to.build- 
and  completely  fir  ten-.frigatfiAaverafiring  thirtv* 
eight  guds;  but  of  jthis  sum  we  are  told  it  is  oniy 
proposed  toappropriate<one  million  of  dqllars  at 
this  time,  and  that  it  ^U  bd  tiiae  enoagh  at  the 
end  of  some'fyture  sessieo  to  appropriate  tbe 
pther  seven  huadrad  Cboqsand  dollars^  Frem. 
the  same  report  we  learn  that  the  whole-cost  of  a 
9evenly<-foqr  gunshipVill  be  about  thriee  hundred 
and  thirty-three  thousand  dollars,  and  that  we 
have  the  timber  and  capnoa  oq.hand'fosfMar  at 
leas^.        ,  ■  ' 

The  whole  cost  of  four  sovelkty Tours  theo,ae- 
eordioir  <o  the  report,  wobkl  be  one  million  three  • 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thoustod  (l,3a2,X)00)  dol- 
larsy  but  deducting  the  cost  or  the  timber  and 
^canpon  already  on  hand,  which  cannot  be  lesi 
than  one  hnnqred  and  thiriy^twp  thbosaad  dol- 
lars, it  appears  that  we  can. by  an  ftppropiation  of  . 
one  miUipn  two  hundred' thousand  dollars  be  for- 
«nished  with  four  ships  of  seventy-four  ffons  in 
coorsd  of  the  present  ydar  $  br«  jf  it  should  not  be 
wished  to  finish  them,  but  only  to  advance  to-  . 
wUrds' completing  them,  in  tbe  proportion  which 
is  contemplated  for  the  frigates,  it  will  then  re- 
qdire  but-about  seven  hundfed  aitd  etghty-thlree 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  four«event)F-  . 
fours  in  tiie  course  of  the  present  year ;  in  fact  it  - 
would  not  require  so  lama  sum, as  we  have  the  . 
timber  alreKdty  ij  us.    Besides^  when  built,-  ad- 
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mitting*  the  frigates  io  average  but  thirty-six 
guns,  it  appears^rom  the  Secretary's  report  they 
will  cost  us  aDfiually  to  keep  the  ten  in  servipe 
09e  million  VweDtV'thousaDjd  dollars,  whea  four 
seventy-fours  would  cost  but  eight  hundred  and 
forty-peven  thousand  one  hundred,  an^  sixteen 
dollars,  making  adifference  of  ^near  two  hoB^red 
thousand  dollars  a  year  in  our  expenses.  -  Let  ui 
build  which  we  may,  our  object  is  to  employ  ihem 
against  an  eneray^vastly  oqr  superior  upon  the 
oeeati)  and- who  will  no  doubt  d»  his  utmost  to 
keep  them  blockaded  in  our  ports,  or  eaptoratbem 
if  they  get  to  sea.  'We  ought  then,  I  think,  imi< 
questionably  to'v^st  our  resources  In  4ha^  spebies 
of  force  most  likely  to  enable  us  to  takf  advan- 
tage of  the  disasters  which  most  frequently  b** 
fBtU  any  blockading  squadroA  upon  fOur  coast. 
,  Add  four  seventy-fours  at  once  to  the  ten  frigates 
'  w^  already  have,  and  independent  of  the  appat  it 
will  produee  upon  our  enemy,  ^Finciug  a  ietn* 
minatlun  to  meet  him  as  early  as  possible  upon 
bi^  owa  element,  we  shall  put  him  to  double  the 
estpense  in  Ms  blockading  squadroas  whieh^he* 
would  feel  any  necessity  tq  be  at  in.  keeping 
twenty  frigates  shut  up  in  our  ports.    - 

.The  objects,  df  qur  preparations  -for  war  l)y 
land  are  to  garrison  our  forts,  and  wrest  from  the 
eneitiy.  his  Caoadian  possessions,  and  it  is.  be- 
lieved by  ;ill  that  they  are  -coranfeosurate  to  the 
end-aiMi  that  in  the  course  of  the  ^rat  year  we 
shall  at  least  be  able^to  get  possession  or  fJpper 
Canada,  and  all  that  part  of  the  country  furnish- 
*  ing  either  .timbei)  or  provisions  for  exportation. 
To  this  purpose  I  agree  that  it  is  prdper  to  <hrect 
\  the  energies  of  Ihe^natioa  at  the  outset,  But  these 
provinces,  eiusept  for  the  purpose  of  some  sup- 
plies for  her  West  loiKa,  Islands  and  lier  fleets  in 
our  seiBs,  it  is  knoird  are  not  of  much  iniportance 
to  her.  Admit,  then,  that  we  have  tJaken  them,  all 
we  haye  gained  worth  speaking  of  is  in  the  aiidl- 
tioqai  expense  anii  trouble  we  shall  have  thrown 
upon  our-  eneiby  in  supplying  ,ber  blookading 
squadrons:  This  is  susely  aa  i'mportaiit  point, 
but  by  na  means  sufficiently  so,  I  fear,  to  bring 
her  to  a  aefnse  of  justice  towards  ui  if  we  thar^ 
stop.  An  increase  of  our  Naval  Ettahlishment  is 
also  another  esseptial  liak  In  our  chain  of  prepa- 
rations. That  increase  should  bemadean  the 
vay  most-likely  to  eodaager  the  eaauiy's  com- 
.  merce  and  squadidnsinonr  seas.  These  squadrons 
we  know  wUi  consist  not  of  frisates  atone,  but  of 
ships-ofHhe-linetaeome  in  aid  of  ^heir  friffates' 
in  the  case  of  Qeed.  They'  know  the  gallftat 
commandeffs  of  oar  frigates  will  never  surrender 
.  them  to  ships  of  equal  force,  and,  therefore,  as  in 
th0  case  of  the  dastardfy  attack  of  the  Leopard 
upon  the  Chesapeake,  ihey  will  take  car^  to  have 
shipe-of-the-line  tbard  th^ir4orck sailing  frigates. 
We  must  do  the  same,  or  our  fdgates  when  built 
will  be  of  but  tittle  use,  for  though  I  do  not  be- 
lieve  that  either  a  Decatur  or  ^  Rodgers  would 
surrender  therr  frigates  to  any  seventy-four  in 
.^  the  British  navy,  as  long  as-  they  could  Imb  kept 
afloat,  yet-  no  man  acquainted  with  tjie  relative 
.  force  o'f  the  two  ships  can  hesitate  iD  declaring 
th^t  the  frigates  must  ultimatefy  go  to  the  bot- 


tom or  ha  capture.  Of  the.  bravery,  skill,  loj 
enterpri^  of.  our  seamepi  no  mas  eto  dmbL 
C^ive  them  -ships  any  way  equal  to  their  eaeav 
and  ,my  life'  upoh  if  we  never  lose  one  bat  lu 
cost  to  the  enemy  which  shall  make  himtepau 
the  contest.  For  the  seven  tyrfours  we  \ait\k 
timber  ready^  of  the  finest  quality,  and  i&  i^ 
best  possible  state  of  preparatioa ;  it  viil  e« 
less  to  build* them  and  less  to  keeptbemisso^ 
vicev  and  when  built,  I  have  no  beaitttioiii(je. 
oiariqg  it  as  axy  firm  belief,  that  thef  nil  po. 
ducea  much  more  ppwerfiil  effect upoDtlieeieaf 
than  the  frigates.  I  shall  therefore  vou^uist 
thtd  sectioi*,  but  shall  do  it  under  a  hope  q[  Wr- 
ing a  section  substituted,  authorizing  tkekU. 
ing.  four  seventy-fours. 

Our  ekperiei^^  for  years  ^stproresikvi 
have  nothing  to  hope  for  from  oegotiiiioii.  I; 

S roves  more,  for  it  shows  that  a  failure  torexii 
y  War  one  Invasion  of  our  rights  hat  \ti  b 
another;  that  a  failure  .to  resent  by  wiruun^ 
sion  of  our  rights  bv  one  of  the  belligernusia 
served  a»  a  pretext  for  a  similar  or  a  morel^ 
violation  by  the  othe^.    Our  love  of  pace  ibei 
must  either  give  way  to  necessity,  or  ekiDsii 
submission  at  (be  feet  of  our  insoleiKqpfrasoti. 
Great  Britain,  by  ik^t  Order?  in  Conicii.  forbid) 
our  carrying  the  produce  of  our  soiliomf  bu< 
ket*  from  whence  her  products  aa  aeloM- 
tbus^  in  fiact,  asfftimiog*  and .  eiercisH  ike  tishi 
tor  regulate  our  commerce  as  befonwiReTolQ- 
<tion.    By  her  pc^c&ice  of  impre88meK,ske  bu 
already  loxced  into  service  thouiBaads  ol «i ciu- 
zens,  aqd  compelled,  them  to  firbt  bet  Wiia 
-What  bate  we  trained,  or  what  has  she  k)si k 
the  blood  and  treasure  expended  byooriueiA 
in  thef  glorious  struggle  which  achieiedo8r> 
dependenc^j  if  we^ubmit.to  the  preteosou bct 
set  up  by  the  very  nation  from  whom  i^ej  si:- 
taiqed  it  ?  Will  it  be  any  consolatioD  imsa- 
facing  brethren  to  tell  them  that  they  sjiijiie 
glorious  privilege  of  electing  men  to  nfsiA 
them  and  gnatd  their  interesu  in  theinttm- 
ells  of  the  nqiion,  whep  thay'see  ibatiw^- 
resentatives  suflfer  them  to  be  eosiare^^uf 
foreign  Pow^r,  ^nd  their  families  thiotios 
distress  and  uponi  the  bounty  of  their  M* 
the  i>a¥ish?,  Wjll  it  be  any  coasoiitiofl  i3  u 
agf icolCUnst*  or  n»erchant  to  knovthitbeis 
eitjoya  the4)rivilege  offending  mentorqw* 
him  kere^whea  they,  see  that  these  Repwo^ 
tives  have  surrendered  to  aay  naUoaviii^^ 
the  tight  of  di^ctiog  to  what  ports  or  i^*^ 
ntnderwbat  conditions,  the  products  of  eiv^ 
sha,Ll.b«r carried  ibr  a  market?  li certiol^ a>- 
not.    They  will  see  at  once  that  tbeyliii^ 
rid  theihselves  of  the  expense  of  their  ovbO^ 
ernment,  and  rely  entirelv  upon  some  Go« 
ment  for  a  protectioi\  of'^  their  rights.  W 
than. submit  to. pretensions  so  d^radini^* 
national  hoaor,  and  which,  if  submitted  i&i* 
lead  to  consequences'  so  destructive  bothu" 
agri^ltural  and  commercial  interesu  oC  im» 
tion,  I  dp  not.  hesitate  to  prefer  war;afe* 
happy  to  fio4.  froqi  the  vast  majority  la  w^** 
the  mfasnrei  heretofore. ulkder  dmvmp 
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paratory  for  the  conteBt,  tbat  so  large  a  'portion 
of  this  House  are  of  the  same  opinioti.^  The  oi>ly, 
.  oti,  at  least,  hy  far  the  greatest  causes  of  jregret 
with  ine  is,  .that  theiie  should  be  one  amo&g  iis 
opposed  to  the  measure,  to  those  who'are. op- 
posed to  e^ery  preparatiod  for  was- from  a'  belief 
that  io'  a  victpry  o▼e^  Great  Briuin  they  see  oar 
own  downfall  through  the  augmented  power  of 
her  eneniy,  the  Emperor  of  France,  I  hare  noth- 
ing to  say  further,  than  thfii  jf  I  agreed  with  them 
.  in  opinion,  1  would  at  qnee  subftiit  a  proposition 
to  joip  Qreai  Britain  in  the  struggle.  I  should 
do  thia  as  a  more  hoQ))rable  course  than  that  of 
suiTeriiig  her  to  furce  our  tnen  and. our  money 
into  her  seryioe  in  the  way^he  is,  noiy  doing 
through  her  Order3  ;in  Council  and  practice  of 
int>pres8ment.  ^  To  those  who  are  opposed  tti  war 
because  we -have  not  djready'a  nary  ^^  large 
enough'  to  enable  us  to  hold  the. balance  between 
the  two  great  contending  Powers  of  Eueope^''  and 
-who  assert,  aa  an  honorable  gen ilemi^n' from  Con- 
B«cticlit  (Mr.  Law)  did  yesterday,  (who  I  am 
Qorry  to  see  \a  Q^t  now  in  his  pjAce^)  "that  by 
neglecting  our  nary  we  had-  left  oorselvea  in  a 
situation,  not  to  be  able  to  enforce  our  rigbts^l  I 
-will  only  reply  by  reminding  them  that  our  an- 
cestors with  little  more  than  one-third  of  oOr 
IK>pulatioD,  and* not'  the  twentieth  .part  of  ouif 
advantages  and  resources,  compelled  the  same 
nation  to  dous.  ji^stice/and  acknowledge  our  fn- 
dependenee,  thirty  years  ago..  Why,  then,  should 
we  Dow  despond  1  I  really*  can  see  no  good  cause 
for  despondence,  but  from  dissensions. atbong 
ourselves:  United,  we  are  cabbie,  of  resisting 
and  of  enforcing  our  rights  against  the'combtned 
Powers  of  the  earth.  Divided;  we  may  fall  *an 
easy  prey  io  any  petty  Power  deposed  to  join 
ona  'pavty  in  its  aitempta  to  overcome  the  oth^r. 
And  I  cannoc  but  believe  that  it  is  to  the  unhappy 
party,  spirit  at  pveient,'axid  Un  years  past^  pre- 
Tailing  among  tt5/  that  we  owe  the  attempt  of 
Gfeat  Britain  ^kgain'  to  plaee  us  ia  the  most  ah' 
jeci  statA  of  colonization.  Surlfly,  kir,  when^  the 
pentleiaiBn  from  Canneoficut  hazarded  the  opm- 
lop^  that  *^  if  our  Naval  Establishment  had  been 
<  fostered  from  its  fqmidation  twehre  oar  fifteen 
'  years  ago  we  should  bow  have  had  a  nary'suf* 
'  ficientty  formidahle  to  have  h^ld  the  balance 
*  between  France  and  England/'  he  had  fofgot* 
tea  (he  reeeni  fate  of  Copenhagen*;  he. could  not 
have  recoilecled  the  ehazaoter of  the  English  na- 
tion, as  evinced  in  her  history  fof  at  least  a<;en« 
tury  patft.  Sbe  bdieTes-that  not  only  the  safety 
of  'her  colonies  abipead,  but  that  her  very  enst- 
aace  as  an  independent  nation  depends  apon  her 
naval  si^)eriorityl  The  very  instant  ahe^  has.  dis- 
covered nay  of  her  neighbors  likely  to  iival  her 
in  ihis  point|.she  hfes  made  war  upon,  them. 
Upon ^what  good  grouod  thea  does  the  geatleman 
found  his  opinion  that  We  should. have  been  suf* 
f^re^  to  iraise  a  ua^val  force  sudSelently  fonnida- 
ble  to  have  held  the  bala^lve  between  these  two 
great  rival  Powenr?  A  uaval  fdic^  suffipiently 
lar^e  to  ha yue  answered  this  pa I'pose^jnuk  have 
been  at  deasi  equal  to  that  of  the  Danes  at  the 
time  thay  wexe.Copeuhagened;  whifih,'a6;Well 


as  I  reeollect,  consisted  of  forty-five.or  forty^^ix 
sail  in  the  whole,  of  Which  ten  to  fifteen  were 
ships-6f; the- line,  about  as  many  frigates,  and  the 
batadca  smaller  vessels  of  various  descriptions. 
What  reason  can  we  have  to.sup|[k)se  that  with 
such  tt'  navy  as  this,  ih  the  neighborhood  of  her 
valuable  West  Indht'colonies,  We  shouM  not  hav^ 
shared  the  same  fate?  The  Danes  had  commit- 
ted no'ofience.  /A'solemnTreaty  of  Amity,  Com'* 
meroe,  and^Pfavigation,  existed  between  them 
and  the  English.  Bi!it  it  was  suspected  that  the^ 
were  under*  French  influence,  and  that  their 
nayy  was  about  -  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale 
against 'them.  /And  pra)r  have  not  half  our  pub- 
lic papers  been  charging  our  Adminisq^tibn  for 
vehrs  with  being  under  Freneh  iniuence ;  nay, 
have  not  even  members  of  thi<'Hou8e,'as  well  as 
of  the  other  bmnebojT  the  Legrslature,  publicly 
made  th'e  same  charge?  As  lilce  causes  produce 
-^like  effects,  I  oan^  se^  lio  good  reason  for  believing 
we  shoold  not  bav«  shared^th'e  same  fate witS 
ihe^  Danes.  It  is  d^rtainly  true,  that  since  Mr; 
lefferson  came  into  nowf  r,  nothing  baa  been  done 
to  iaerease  the  naval  strength  of  the  nationJur- 
th^  than  to  build  a  aumber  of  gunboats  iot  the 
ulefenee  and^irotection'of  Our  ports  and  harbors;' 
but  it  is'equally  true  that  neither  he  nor  his  sue* 
eessor  have  ever  ei^er'recommended  or  signed 
an  act  for  the  reduction  of  tbe  Nayy«  The  act 
authoHzhig  the  sale  of  all  (he  ships  oi  war  which 
we  had  in  1798  aad  1799,  except  twtelve  or  tbir» 
teen  of  the  frigatesj  wa^  signed  by  Mr.  Adams 
before  he  went  out  of  office-;  and  there  can  bte  no 
doubt  he  acted  Wisely  in  so  doing),  he  knew  best 
'the'  materials  of  which  ihey  had  been  built,  and 
was  of  course  the  best  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
selling  qr  i^taiaiog  |hem. 

From  the  commei^emtot  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Adminfstration,  ll>e  navy  has  been  kept  at  about 
the  rate, it  stooc^at  whenf  he' came  into  office^ 
The  danger  to  be  anprehended^from  the  piratical 
Sutee  of  Batbary,l^ave  alwap  believed,  r^o*, 
dered  it  necessary  to  keep  one  of  about  thik  sise. 
Experietioe  in  the' yar  with  Tripoli  has. shown 
that  for  these  purposes,  it  was  not  ovly  nefessary 
but  .large -enough.  To  beabte  to  judge  wheil^er 
tbe.Republiean  Admini^rations  have  acted  ^isclv 
in  not'  enlarging  our  N^val  Bstablishmeht  to'&uch 
a-aize  as  Wourld^  in  the  latfguaffi^  of  the  gentlemaa. 
from  Conoeoticot,  have  etiabled  us  to  hoM  tha 
balance  bejtween  the  two  groat  contending  Pow* 
era  of  Europe,  we  should  not  forget  that  the  beat 
interesU  or  our'  country  required  that  iu  ruler* 
should  so  sbapf  their  n^eAsures  as,  if  possible,- to 
keep  us  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  particuftarty 
Wltn  these  grea^aod  powerful*  nations.'  -All  ex* 
petrience  proves  that  this  was  ndt'to'b^eSected 
with  Great  JBritain  by  making  additions  to  our 
Naval  BslabliehmeiUi  calculated  to  exqite' her 
jealouay.  This,  therefore,  hassbeen  avoided ;  and 
a  strict  and  impartial  ^neutrality  observed  towards 
both  tht  belligerents.  The  rapidity  with  which 
the  natian  advanced  to  wealth,  under  sucha  course 
of  measures,  and  the  length  qf  time  we  were  per- 
mitted to  trap  the  rich  harvest  of  our  neutrality 
without  molestation,  furnbb.the  fullest  evidenee 
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of  their  wisdocn.  tlafortuaately  foe  us,  bowerer, 
our'  national  and  commercial  prosperity  baverat 
length  excited  that  jealousy ^  which  an  attempt 
to  create  a  formidable  navy,  would  long  $ince 
have  done,  aivd  our  wretched  divisions  among 
ourselves  have  emboldened  Great  Britain  to  at- 
tempt to  check  them,  by  a  course  of  oppression 
and  Vexaiious  restricitoos,  which  not. even. one  Of 
her  coloaies  would  st^bmit  to  jf  they  had  it  in 
their  power  to  resist,  and  which  if  we  submit  to 
reduce  us  ooce^more  to  the  degraded  state  of  her 
eoloniea.  Having  exhausted  the  patience  of  all 
parties  ia  fruitless  attempts  to  bring  her  to  a 
sense  of  justice  by  remonstrance^  we  seem  at  length 
determined-  to  assert  our  rights  by  war.  The 
troops  necessary  to  carry  oa  that  wa(  with  vigor- 
have  been  authorized  to  be  raised  by  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  this  House.  The  question^  when  .<hat 
measure  was  under  consideration,  was  not  wlie-i 
ther  Jarge  standing  armies  ought  to  be  raised  and 
kept  up,  but  whether  the  war  io(o  which  we  are 
about  to  enter  could  be  carried  on  prosperously 
without  such  an  army.^  The  biUoow  ubderxon- 
sideration  {>roposac  an  increase  of  our  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, and  the  question  oughr  not  to  be  .de- 
cided by  theoretic  priuciples  of  the  'policy  or  im* 
policy. of  large  naval  establishments.  The  true 
queslroB,  according  to  mv  apprehension,  is,  will 
not  an  increase  of  our  Naval  Establishment  be-. 
tojne  necessary  in  the  coutse  of  the  war?  For 
6ne^  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  an  increase  ^ili 
be  found  ;o  be  absolutely  necessary,  ami  therefore, 
though  opposed  to.  this  section,  shall  ure  my,  best 
exertions  to  increase  it  in  a  vvay  whicii-  1  deem 
more  advantageous. 

'We  never  biiall  be  permitted  by  Britain  .to 
raise  a  formidable  navyy  but  in  a  time  of  war. 
Of  our  ability  to  do  it  ev^n  during  war,  no  one. 
acquainted  with  th;e  respuroea  of  the  .tiountry, 
with  the  number  and  character  of  our  seamen, 
cap  for  a  moment  doubt.  By'eyincing  a.deter- 
mined  resolution  to  bring  these  resources  into 
action,  at  a^iaie  when  almost  every  other  Power 
of  the  world  is  making  similar' exertions^  we  shall 
^0  more  towards  brmging  her  Government  .to 
a  ^Qse  of  justice  towards  as,  and  rendering  an 
actual  decUration  of  war  unnecetwary,  than,  we' 
should,  do  by -raising,  arming  and  equij^ping  half 
a  mtliio'o  of  men  to  ma^ch  against  her  neighbor- 
log  eontinetital  colonies.  We  askfor  nothing  but 
sheer  justice;  we  have  never  furnished  any  evi- 
deo^e  of  a  disposition  to  rival  her  power  on  the 
ocean.  Will  she  then  run  the  risk  of  adding  one 
hoodred  and  twenty  thousand  hardy  enterprising 
soamcn  to  the  list  of  her  enemies^*  these  too  in  the 
neighborhood  of  hen  richest  coloqies,  antl  in  view 
of  hei^  tabst  valuable  ooibKnersQ,  rather  than  do,a^ 
justice^ and  pel'fuit  us  to  go  in  pur  own  purshits' 
of 'peaceful-  industry?  .  Unquestionably  she  will 
not,  unless  she  iiopes  to  be  abl«  by  her  blockading 
squadrons  to  keep  them  penned  in  our  ports,  as 
she  baa  done  those  of  her  European  enemies,  till 
from  the  wailt  of  employment  they  shall  lose 
their  skill  and  enterprise.  If  this  bo  her  object^ 
and  I  verily  believe  it  is,  I  for  one  am  resolved  to 
defeat  her  intentions. 


My  reasons  for  baing  opposed  to  this  seetton 
rand  for  preferring  four  seventy -fours,  to  the  ten 
frigates  which  it  proposes  to  build,  I  hare  already 
assigned,  and  win  not  wearythe  patience  of  the 
G90umttaewitb  repeating,  ^ut  I  hope  they  will 
pardon  me  for-  not  taking  ray  seat  till  I  have  ex- 
pressed the  gratification  1  ie^  at  diseOTeriog,  that, 
by  a-  seetion  of  this  bill,  our  sfanlxNits  are  pro- 
posed to'  b^  attached  to  -our  laad  fortifeations. 
As  a  part  of  our  naval  force,  I  have  never  eon- 
si(|ered  them  worth  retaining,  but  as  an  engine 
for  the  protection  of  our  potts^and  harbois,  soopffs 
and  bays,'  for  wielding  against  the  predatory  foe 
along* our  coasts- the  heaviest  species  of  aniUery^ 
I  have  believed  th^m  to  be  mvaloable.  JLnd 
much  as  the  Administratiail  has  been  abused  for 
buildhig^  «o  many  of  them,  by  thoso  who  alwap 
remember  to  forget  thai  they  were  ordered  to  be 
buUt.  at  the  motdent  we  were  believed  tobcoa 
the  y^y.tre  of  war,  in  consequence  of  the  attack 
Upon  the  Chesapeake;  I  will  venture  to  pro- 
noanoe  that,  go  to  w[ar  when  wenoay  with  Bntaio, 
it  will  be  foun'd  that  we  have  Aot  near  as  rassy 
as  we  shall  iie«d.  Our  whole  coast,  soond&j  bays, 
and  riveTs,"a bound  with  men  who  know  bttier 
how  ro  manage  such  vessels  than  the  best  maa- 
of>war's  jnan.  Attached  to  onr  fortifications,  to 
our  ports  .and  harbors,  I' have  strong  hopes  that 
ways  wilL  be.  devised  to  man  and  fi^ht  tjiem,  or  a 
great^part  of  them,  with  equal  effect  and  on  terms 
more  economical  than  has  been  possible  while 
manning  them  with  seamen  equally^  sniuUefor 
our  Trigates  as* for  gunboats. 


THUR8DAT,  January  23. 

A  message  from  theSenaie informed  the  Hook 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to  empower 
tlie'Secretarylt)f4htf  Treasury  to  deekie  on  the 
jcase  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Exekiel 
Hobbati/'  with  ainendmehts,  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrenee  of  this  Home. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  domcr,  the  bill  and  amend- 
raenis  were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and-  Manufactures; 
..Mr;  Maoon  ^aid^bafore  the  House  an  act  of  the 
Legislaturaof  the  Stata  of  North'  Carotiaa,  rati- 
fying and  confirming  aii  amendment  proposed  by 
Coofresk  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  titles  of  nobility  or.hohor,  presents, 
pension^  offices,  or  etaelumcnts,  from  any  foreiga 
Power.  •  '  ■       .  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiNnszTBB,tEeC6aaiirtee 
of  Commerce  and  MaAnfactures  were  discharged 
from  the  several  petitions  referred  to  them  at  the 
present  session,  cdnceming  the  Natchex  hospital; 
and  they  were. referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  PotNOBXTaa,  MiTCBtLL,  ScTBVtr, 
Ormbby>  and  Gbundt,  were  appointed  the  cob- 
miftee. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMd  Iwd.  understood  that  it 
was  contemplated^  in  "case  the  whole  of  <he  pres- 
ent Navy  sh^U  be  .order^  to  be  equipped  and 
comtnissioned,  to  be  necessary  to  appoint  addi- 
tional officers.  In  order,  if  such  a  proposiiioa 
shall  be  madat  to  he  abld  to  tueet  it,-  he  wished  m 
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know  what  is  the  number  at  preseat  employed. 
For  this  purpose  he  proposed  .tlie  foUowiog  reso- 
lution, wnicl^  was  agreed  to :     ; 

Raolvedf  That  the  Sedretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  Uy  bnefore  Jhw  House  a  statement  of  ^he 
names,  rank,  pay,  and  rations,  of  the  commissioned 
officers  and  midshipmen  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States. 

STATEMENT  OP  EXPORTS. 
The  Speaker  kid  before  ti^a-Houae -a  letter 
from  the  S.eeretary  of  the  TTeaeary,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  goods,  wtires,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  United.  Stbtea during  one  year 
.  prior  to  the  first  day  of  October,  1811, 
The  letter  Is  as  Toliows : 

TaiisvsT  DcFisTxavT,  JSsufmry'Sl,  18121- 
Sim:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewitii -a state- 
ment of  goods,  wares,  and  merohandise,  exported  from 
the  United  States,  during  one  year,  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  October,  1811,  and  amounting  to  961,316,883. 
The  good^  wares,  and  merchandise  of  -  - 
domestic  growth  or  manufacture,  in- 
cluded in  fthisstateiiient,  are  estimated 
at  >        .        -.      -    ,    ^'      -  .     -    ^6,294,043 
And  those  of  foreign  growtii  or  mknv- 
.fiicture^at         -        -    .    -        .*      -      16,(fe2,7Q0 


61,316,^33 


The  articles  of  domestic^  growtbor  piann&cture  may 
be  «rrang^  under  the  following  heads,  viz : 
Produce  of  the  sea       -        -        -  .      -      $1^13,000 
Produce  of  the  forest.-        -        -        -        5,286,000 
Produce  olr  agriculture  -        -        ^      3^566,000 

Manufiictuies       -        -        -       .-        -      -  2,376,000 
Uncertain.    -  •      -        •        -     ^    ■    .  663,000 


'l&,291,e00 


And  they  were  exported  to  the  following  oountrios,  viz : 
To  the  dominions  of  Russia,  Prussia, 

Sweden,^  and  Denmark      ...  $2,055,^33 

To  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain        -  20,308,^1  i 

To  the  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal '  18,266,468 

To  the  (dominions  of  France  and  Italy  -  1,194,276 
To   all  other  countries,  or  nbt'  distin- 

gniahed     •        r        -        -        -        *  2,4^9,368 


46,294,043 


The  gooda,  wares,  and    merchandise 
SITowth  or  manufacture,  we^  exported  to 
ingf  countries,  viz : 
To  the   dominiona  of  Russia,  Prussia, 

Sweden,  and  Denmark 
To  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain        -  .' 
Vo  the  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
Vo  the  dominions  of  France  and  It|dy  - 
To   all   other'  countries,  .or  not  disttn- 

ffoiahed    •        -       -        -        -        • 


of  foreign 
the  follow- 


6,340,117 
1,573,344 
6,772,672 
1,712,537 


1,624,220 


16ji02fJ,790 
•  ,  ^1  '■'  ■ 

.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

ALBfiRT  GALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  SraAxaa  cfihe  Homse  of  Repi, 
12th  Con.  1st  Ss8s.— 30 


,    NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again- resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  tho  Navy ; 
when,  after  some  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  filling  the  blank  for  the  number  of  additional 
frigates  proposed  to  be  bhiit,  with  the  nun»ber 
"ten/'  #hich  was'oegatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Wright  then  irioted  to  fill  the.blankwith 
"  six."  This  motion  was  aegatived — thirty  votes 
only  being  in  favor  of  it. 

The  question  was  next  successively  takeO  on 
filling  the  blank  with  «  five,"  "four,"  and  "  three," 
•  and  negatived^52  to  43,  51  to  44»  and  49  to  45. 
'  MrvRasA  said,  i^  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Wright) 
had  informed  the. Committee  he  had  spoken  for 
his  own  gratification,  Mr.  R.  hoped  he  might  be 
allowed  Silso  to  gratifv  himself.  And  be  would  tell 
that  gentleman  that  be  was  not  gratified  to  hear- 
refleciionsxast  Uj^on  )liis  House,  as  not  disposed 
to  protect  commerce.  For  what  is  the  war  in 
wbich  we  are  about  to  engage?  'Is it  not  a  war 
arising  altogether  from  commercial  difficulties? 
But  because  a  majority  cannot  be  gotten  to  con- 
'Sent  to  build  new  frigates  of  unseasoned  timberi^ 
they  afe  to  be  charged  wUh  being  unwilling  to 
protect  commerce,  though  they  have  expended 
millions  of  dollars  in  our  present  Navy,  in  eun-^ 
boats,  foriificatioi^,  dbc.  and  are,  at  length,  aoout 
to  go  to  war  for  commerce ! 

It  had  always  been,  his  wish,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  see 
established  the  principle,  that  free  ships  should 
make  free  goods.  But- why  build  more  frigates?  . 
If  a  seventy-four  gun  ship  were  to  come  on  the 
coast,  the  frigates  would  have  tp  shelter  them-- 
sel  ves  from  it  under  the  batteries.  Let  gentlemen 
>4:ome  forward  and  build  a  ship  oflSO  or  150  gonau 
which  would  bear  down  anything  which  coula 
be  brought  a^inst  Ui^  nnd  he  would  support  it ; 
but  he  was  tired  of  building  frigates,  they  were 
little  better  than  gunboats. 

Mr.  R.  understqod  that  France  had  it  now  iQ 
her  power  to  seiid  one  hundi^ed  vessels  of  war  to 
sea*,,  but  she  could  not'get  them  out  of  her  porta 
for  the  superiority  of  the  British  navy;  and  yet 
shall  we  talk  of  building  a  navy  sufficient  to  meet  . 
the  British?  It  was  his  opinion,  thar* the  best 
way  of  protectingour  commerce  was  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  British  Provinces  and  keep  them. 
But  gentlemen(say,  that  without  a  navy  we  shall 
never  be  able  to  make  peace  with  England  ^  why, 
then,  &atd  he,  We  will  fight  them  to  eternity.  And 
he  hoped  gentlemen  who  are  so  very  anxious  for 
a  navy,  would  permit  him,  and  others,  who  do 
not  think  it  either  necessary  or  expedient,  to  en- 
joy their  own  opinions  without  censure. 

But  how  would  this  navy  obtain  peace  for  as  ?' 
Had  the  navy  of  Denmark  availed  them  anything? 
The  destruction  of  that  navy  ought  to  cautio|i  ua 
how  we  baild  our  ships  for  Eno^land  to  take  or 
destroy.  Mr.  R.  never  expected  to  have  heard' 
the  raggamuffin  Government  of  St.  Domingo  com- 
pared with  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  • 

[Mr.  Calhoun  denied  having  made  any  com- 
parfson  between -the  tWo  Govornments.] 

Mr.  Rhea  was  glad  he  had  mistaken  the  gen- 
tlemaa  in  this  respect.    A^  to  how  we  should 
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make  peace  with  Great  Britain,  at  a  future  day; 
be  would  not  now  trouble  hiaaseif  about  that ;  be 
found  enough  to  do  now  to  prepare  for  making 
the  war  effective  3  when  the  time  came  for  mak- 
ing peace,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  think 
about  it.  . 

Mr.  BasbetTj  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  in 
which  he  spoke  of  his  exposed  situation  toattacks 
from  any  naval  force  which  might  lie  on  our  coast, 
asked  the  gentleman  who  moved  to  fill  jhe  blank 
with  iipo^  to  withdraw  ii,  and  he  would  then  move 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  section  which  relates 
to  building  frigates,  in  ordeY  to  insert  a  provision- 
for  building  four  seventy-four,  gun  ships.  This' 
was  done. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  that  he  was  concerned  for  the 
exposed  situation  of  his  friend  from  Virginia, 
though  he  hoped  he  had  magnified  the  danger. 
That  gentleman  well  "knows,  iTowever,  that  the 
national  interest  ought  to  be  the  first  objec.t  of 
consideration.  As  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
nation  to  extend  its  protection  to  individuals,  conr 
sistent  with  the  public  interest,  it  wilh  do  so.  But 
he  differed  so  entirely  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man on  thik  subject,  that  what  he  would  consider 
lis  a  protection^  be  considered  no  security  at  all. 
He  knew  that  persons  in  some  situations  are  more 
exposed  than  others:  He  had  himself  odce  lived 
on  the  Indian  frontier;  yet  at  that  time  he  was 
satisfied  to.  bear  the  injuries  to  which  he  was  ex- 
posed, rather  than  draw  id  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try such  a  part  of  the  puolic  force  as  might  have 
exposed  the  whole  country  to  'danger.  He  bad 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  act 
in  the  same  way. 

What  protection  could  the  gentleman  expect 
from  four  seventy-fours  and  ten  frigates?  Cer- 
tainly none.  Though  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  still -retains  the  notion  of  their  being 
able  to  contend  with  a  British  force — a  force 
t)f  a  thousand  ships,  and  withojat  an  enemy  on 
that  element.  And  can  it  be  supposed,  that  now, 
on  the  eve  of  a  war,  we  can  build  ships  to  assist 
us  ia  this  contest  ?  It  cannot  be  done.  He  had 
declared  himself  opposed  to  a  Naval  Establishment 
for  tbis'country ;  but  if  he  were  ever  so  warm  a 
friend  to  it,  and  it  was  the  determination  of  Con- 
gress to  build  a  navy,  it  must  iMcessarily  be  the 
work  of  many  years  of  peace. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  value  of  com- 
merce; and  that  no  nation  was  ever  great  or 
wealthy  without  it.  Commerce,  it  is  true,  has  a 
tendency  to  introduce  wealth  and  luxury  into  the 
country,  and  to  improve  the  manners  of  a  people; 
but  has  never  been  favorable  to  morals — on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  it  was  destructive  to  correct 
moralsj  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to  make  sacrifices 
for  it  that  would  ruin  the  country  ;  for  no  com- 
merce that  we  ever  had  or  shalfhave,  would  sup- 
port the  expense  of  a  navy.  To  make  compari- 
/  sons  between  the  situation  of  this  coUotry  and 
Great  Bri  tain  is  rid  iculous.  ;  There  are  two  strong 
reasons  for  a  fleet  there,  which  do  not  exist  here. 
From  her  insular 'situation,  a  navy  is  her  bulwark 
and  wall  of  defence ;  and  it  is* necessary  for  keep- 


ing np  her  commerce  and  com munieation  with 
her  foreign  colonies. 

A  great  objection  ta  navies  is,  that  wherever 
they  exist  they  are  sure  to  produce  a  heary  na- 
tional debt,  which  is. even  niore  dai^geroos  tolii^- 
erty,  than  either  fleets  or  armtes. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  54  to  39. 

Mf.  Chaves  moved  to  fill  up  t1ie  blanks  in  the 
se61ion  providing  for  the  purchase  of  timber  aod 
other  imperishable  materials  for  ship  baUdiag, 
with  tha  sum  of  ^*  two  hundred  thouauMi  dollars 
annually  for  three  years,  fix :  the  yaars  ISUt,  1813, 
aod  1814." 

Mr.  Rbba  considered  this  section  as  a  kind  of 
pledgci  that  we  will  b^ereafter  go  00  with  this  navy. 
For  himself,  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  iatotay 
such  engagement,  and  ^should  iherefore  moveU) 
strike  out  the  section. 

'  Mr.  B0RWEX.L  submiued  to  the  greDilemaa  froa 
Tennessee  whether  he  might  not  obutn  his  object 
in  a  different  way,  without  striking  out  the  aet- 
tion,  by' moving  to.  strike  out  that  part  of  tkt 
amendment  which  ^tend»  the  appropriacioB  be- 
yond the  present  year,  and  leare  a  soeeeasive Con- 
gress to  appropriate 'money  for  this  object,  or  oot. 
as  they  may  jodjge  proper.  He  yn»  dearly  bif 
opinioh  that  if  we  engage  in  a  copmereial  ear. 
some  portion  of  ohr  strength  ought  to  appear  ia 
vessels  of  .war;  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
embarrass  the  country  by  large  appropriations  fc: 
this  object.  -  He  should,  therefore,  vole  agaiost 
striking  out  tbis  secti<)n ;  but  he  did  not  laeiB. 
by  this  vote,  t6  pledge  himself  to  favor,  at  any 
time,  the  establishment  ofa  large  nary.  From  the 
nature  of  9ur  Government,  some  degree  of  oanl 
force  appears  to  be*  necessary ;  bat  bow  far  it  is 
proper  to  burden  the  country  at  this  time,  it  b^ 
coqies  a  ma^er  of  consideration.  Mr.  B.  saw  as 
danger  to  be  apprehended  of  odr  getting  soefc  a 
navy  a^  wegld  lead  us  tp  make  cooqoesis;  ss  h 
never  could  become  such  without  the  coaseacof 
the  people ;  and  the  expense  attending  mch  an 
estfiblishment  would  always  prevent  its  growing 
loo  rapidly.  If  we  were  to  oe  engaged  in  war 
with  ilngland,  Mr.  1^.  thought  it  would  not  be 
well  to  go  to  building  ships  so  Urge  as  seventy- 
fours,  which  would  require  each  a  thousand  aec 
to  man  them ;  it  would  be  more  serviceable  10  di- 
vide the  force  into  smaller  vessels,  which  wooU 
have  a  greater  effect  on  our  eaemf ,  aad  expos 
us  to'  less  risk  in  losing  our  men.  Mr.  B.  apol- 
ogized for  having  said  more  than  he  intended. 

Mr.  Rhea  thanked  the  gentleman  for  bis  ad- 
vice ;  but  gaVe  reasons  why  he  preferred  k'u  own 
motion  to  the  one  which  he  recommended. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  was 
negatived,  there  being  only  27  votea  for  iu 

Mr.  BuRWELL  asked  for.a  division  of  the  q^Ks- 
tion,  bv' first  taking  the  sense  of  the  ComiBiKee 
upon  the  amount  of  the  appropriation.  If  earned, 
it  could  afterwards  be  decided  whether  it  sbonld 
be  made  for  one^  or  three  years. 
.  The  first  question  being  carried  and  Ihe  secflnii 
put- 
Mr.  Smilik  objected  to  makibjir  the  appropria- 
tion for  more  than  one  year.    It  was  wnog  ts 
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suppoire  that  all  Wisdom  tested  with  them*  Ano- 
ther Congress  woald  be  as  cajpabid  of  judging  of 
the  propriety  of  making  the  appropri^iioD  as  the 
present.    He' hoped  it  would  be  lert  to  thera. ' 

Mr.  CuEVES  observed,  that  if  the  appropriation, 
were  to  be  limited  to  oneyear/it  would,  in  a  great 
Hlegree,  defeat  the  object  id  view.  ,Tbe  domrtiit- 
tee  had*  proposed  the  a^prdpriatioti  in  this  way, 
rather  than  to  call  £or  $600,000  at  once;  asjt 
wotiid  enable  the  Department  to  make  the  oeces- 
sary  coQtrac'tB  without  requiring  the  money  to.be 
immediately  appcbpriated. 
.  The^questioQ  on  'making  the  appropriation  for 
three  years  was  carried ;  there  being  61  Totes 
for  it  •  ; 

The  next  section  rekteeto  a  dock  yard.  The 
Committee  rose,  without  talpng  a  qaeation  upon 
it,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again.- 

FnitfAT/Jaoaafy  94. 
Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

f»resented  a  bill,  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Wil- 
iams,  which  w^s^read  twice,  and  committed  io 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next.. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  to  whom  Was,  committed  the 
bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
decide  on  the  case  of  the  Eh'za..Ana,  with  the 
amendments  from  the  Senate,  reported  the  bill, 
and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  Se'natei's 
amendments.  The  Hoti&e  went  into  a  commit- 
tee on  this, bill ;  and  harinz  agreed  to  it,  and  re-, 
ported  iheir  agreement  to'  the  House,  the  House 
took  up  4he  bHl  and  agreed  to  it  as  amended. 
The  title  of  the  bill  is  amended  by  adding  the 
words,  "and  the  case  of  the  ship  Mai y  and  Fran- 
cis, belonging  to  Nathaniel  Goddard.^ 

NAVAL  E8TABL18HMBNT. 

The  House  again  resoltred  itsdlf  into  a  Com* 
mi t tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
Naral  Bstablisfament.-       ' 

Mr.  Gold.— I  hnve  hitherto,  Mr.  Chairman,  re* 
ma ined  silent  during. the  jnteresting  discussion  of 
the  bill  on  your  table.  X  should  not  now  rise,  af- 
ter the  able  ami  eloquent  arguments  I  have  wit^ 
nessed,  was  it- not  for  the  peculiar  situation  of  the* 
State  of  New  York,  her  commercial  character, 
and  exposed  situatioilk.  The  discussion,  sir,  has 
involved  the  great  national  policy  ofanavy,  than 
ipvhich  B.moc^  important  subject  could  not  be  pre- 
sented to  any  Government,  and  especially  t6  that 
of  the  United  Statea[. 

lyhen  gentlemen  urge  against  the  bill  the  sickly 
and  de6cient  state  *6f  tli^ ,  Treasury.  I  am  not 
moved ;  but,  sir,  when-it  is  said  that  to^  time  has 
Dot  come,  and  probably  never ^11,  for  providing 
a  Navai  Establishment ;  when  the  poitcv  of  a  navy 
under  any  circumstances  is  questioned^  I.  cannot 
dissemble ;  I  feel  concern  ;  I  am  alarmed  for  the 
interests  of  the  commercial  States  in  -the  Union. 
I  know  full  well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  inauspicious 
circumstances,  under  which  I  address  many  gen- 
tlecnen  of  the  Committee^  with  whom  strong  pre- 
'  Ppssessioos  against  a  navy  have  long  pevailed. 
but  it  i^  due  to  this  grjeat  fiu^stionj  that  tne  ground- 


of  former  O4>inlons  should  be  reviewed,  and  the 
intrinsic  merits  of  the  question  subjected  to  the 
test  of -sober  reason,  uninfluenced  by  pre*judgment 
or  former  impressions^    *«        . 

Has  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  left 
the  question  open,  for  Congress  to  adopt  or  reject 
the  policy  of  a  navy,  or  was  it  settled,  by  the 
framecs  of  the  Constitution,  and^a  moral  obliga- 
tion created  upon  Congress  to' provide  a  navy  as 
soon  as  the  resources- of  the  United  States  will 
permTtt     ^ 

Gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind,  in  considering 
this  question,  that  ours-  is  not  a  Government  of 
absolute  sovereignty  and  general  jurisdiction,  but 
liTnited  as  to  its  objects  aivl  powers.;  that  the  ne- 
cesdt^y  of  national  legislation  on  certain  -  subjects 
produced  it^aod  the  delegation  of  power  by  the 
States '  was  guided  solely  by  th^t  necessity.  If 
the  ezercis^  of  a  power  was  necessary  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  it  was  given ;  it  not  necessary, 
Mt  was  retained  by  the  States.  Is  not  this, air,  the 
fair  and  just  principle^  that  governed  the  Con- 
vention in  the  delegation  of  power  to  the  General 
Government  1  If  so,  then,  sir,  I  do  confidenily 
insist,  that  tbe'policy  of  a  nary  is  decided  by  the 
Con^rtiQ]tion — that  the  'Convention  in  -giving  to 
this  Government  the"j>ower  to  provide  and  main- 
tain a  navy«"  did  decide  that  power  to  be  necessary, 
' and  intend.it  should  be  exercised  .for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  and  defence  of  the  United 
States.  Whgt,  sir  I  was  the  power  to  provide  a 
navy  taken  from  the^  States  as  a  deadly  poison, 
to  be  here  destroyed  ;  or^iike  edged  tools,  wrestea 
from  the  hands  of  childr^,  to  be  laid  up  here  out 
of  harm's  way  ?  Is  thia  power  so  vested  in  Con- 
gress to  he  preserved  like  the  consecrated  gold  in 
the  temple,  to  be  seen  only  by  the  high  priest,  but 
touched  by  no  mortal  ?  Is  it  to  remain  here  dor- 
man  t^  never  to  be  called  into  action  ? 

What  adds  greatly  to  my  cobstructipn  is,  that 
this  power  is  not  only  ^iven  to  the  United  States 
but  taken- away  or  denied  to  the  States  r  it  never 
can  be  believed,  thai  the  comioercial  States  would 
have  surrendered  up  this  approjl^riate  power  of 
protection  by  a  iiavy,  together  with  a  rich  impost 
revenue,  except  upon  the  fullest  confidenceand 
clear  coi^victioh  that  the  Constitution  imposed  on 
Congress  the  obligation  to  furnish  to  commerce 
navdl  protection. 

At  the  period  of  the  Constitution,  commerce 
was  important  to  the  United' States;  it  may  be 
consider^  among  the  great  objects  of  the  Consti- 
tution) but  every  revolving  yea^down  to  this  day 
has  increased  tl^at  imporunce  m  unfolding  new 
and  extensive  commercial  benefits;  so  important 
have  the  interests  of  commerce  become  at  this 
time,  that  the  present  war,  which  has  spread  over 
the  most  of  tne  European  theatre,  may  be  con- 
sidered a  war  of  commerce.  Can  any  man,  in 
his  sober  senses,  believe  that  the  commercial  por- 
tions of  the  Union  will  consent  to  abandon  this 
treasure  ?  , 

It.is  said  "the  time  has  not  come  for  a  Dttry/* 
What  further  dangers;  what  new  scenes  of  trial 
are'now  reserved  for  suffering  humanity  ?  Have 
we  not  seen  in  our  days  an  epitome  of  ceatariea 
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for  all  that  13  greilit  an^  audacious  in  human  power, 
lor  all  that  is  flagitious  in  its  abuse?  Have 
W6  not  seen  naiions  crushed  like  the  poor  beetle 
beneath  tbe  giant  tread  of  this  modern  Attila  of 
France?  Neutral  rights!  they  are  known  only 
in  their  violation.  If  the  titiae  has  not  yet  come 
for  preparation,  it  may  be  Justly  said  that  i|  n^ver 
vill  come. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  ''  our  efforts  .would  be 
nugatory,"  as  we  cannot  mdet  that  Power,  which ' 
has  obtained  superiority  on  th«  ocean,  ship  to  ship, 
and*  man  to  man.  What,  sir,  is  the  tendency  of 
this  objection  ?  What  the  consequence  of  this 
logic,  but  to  disarm  and  expose  naked  all  the  ipi*. 
nor  or  secondary  Powers  of  the  world  ?  To  in- 
Tite  them  to  retreat  altogether  from  theocean,  or 
yield  themselves  up  as  linresistiDg  victims  to  in- 
lustioe  and  rapine  f  Consequences  whicb  no  en- 
lightened man  can  fail  to  see;  no  viftuous  man 
but  to  deplore ;  no  brave  man  withputan  impulse 
to  draw  his  sword. 

When  the  Athenian  State  had  obtained  a  decided 
ti^periority  at  sea,  apaopg  the  Grecian  States,  as 
w^l  in  the  number  of  iier  ships  as  in  the  skill  of 
her  seamen,  the  minor  powers  of  thePeloponaesus, 
instead  of  yielding  themselves- up  to  desjpair,  to 
such  counsels  as  are  now  urged  updn  us.  united 
their  little  fleets  and  boldly  advanced  to  the  con- 
flict on  the  ocean;  they  nobly  persevered  till 
Athens  was  humbled  in  the  dust.  To  draw  nearer 
to  our  own  tknes,  let  gentlemen  turh  their  eyes 
to  Europe,  and  there  behold  the  Government  of 
France,  after  a  sfrieis  of  defeats  and.  disasters  at 
tea,  ending  in  almost  annihilation  of  their  fleet, 
yet  persevering  in  the  unshaken  policy  of  a  navy, 
and  firmly  resolving  to  restore,  u  on  the  Qceao. 
Is  the  Emporer  of  France  also  blind  to  policy,  to 
the  true  instruments  of  his  power  ?'•  He  has  given 
too  many  fatal  proofs  of  his  skill  for  us  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  no  man  living  bener  compre- 
hends the  means  necessary  to  compa^  his  ends. 
8hali  the  United  States,  with  a'situation  so  much 
more  advantageous^  with  seamen  sp  much  supe- 
rior, abandon  t\^e  ocean,  and  give  in  to  this  blind 
and  ruinous  policy  ? 

l^e  opinion  of  the  late  President  Jefiierson  has 
been  read  from  his  Notes  on  Vir^ioia ;  an  opinion 
fprmed  in  his  closet,  at  an  auspicious  period^  be- 
fore he  plunged  into  that  scene  of* party  turmoil 
and  confusion  that  followed.  \  • 

I  now  present  you  the  official  commuDicatioa 
of  President  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  a 
navy,  from  his  speech  at  the  commeocetnent  of 
the  session  of  the  fourth  Congress : 

**  To  an  active  external  commerce,  the  protection  of 
atiavalf6rce  is.  indispensable.  This  is  manifest  with 
regard  to  wars  in  which  a  State  is  itself  a  party.  But, 
besides  this,  it  is  hi  our  own  experience,  that  the  most^ 
sincere  neutrality  is  not  a  safficient  guard  against  the 
depredations  of  nations  at  war.  To  secure  respect  to  a 
neutral  flag  requires  a  naval  force,  organized  and  ready  to 
vindicate  it  from  insult  or  aggression.  This  may  even 
prevent  the  necessity  of  going  to  war,  by  discouraging 
belligerent  Power*  from  comrniiting  such  violations  of 
Ihe  rights  of  a  neutral  party,  as  may,  fisst  9i  last,  leave 
ao  other  option.    From  the  best  information  I  have 


been'able  to  obtain,  it  wpvild  seem  as  if  our  tnds  teths 
.  Mediterranean,  without  a  protecting  force,  will  always 
be  insecure,  dnd  our  citizens  exposed  to  the  railimities 
from  which  numbers  of  them  have  but  joat  been  relieied. 

**  These  considerations  invite  the  United  States  te 
Igok  to  the  means  and  to  set  about  the  gradual  crsatioQ 
of  a  navy.    The  increasing  progress  of  their  navigatioa 
promises  them,  at  no  disWit  period,  the  requisite  sap- 
ply  of  seamen ;  and  their  means,  in  other  respect^ 
favor  the  undertaking.    It  is  an  enconragemeot  Iske- 
wise,  that  their  particular  situation  vrill  give  waght 
ahd  influence  to  a  moderate  naval  fierce  in  ihdr  hands. 
Will  it  not  then  be  a^visattle  to  begin  wiihoat  delay, 
to  provide  and  lay  up  flie  materials  for  Imildbg  tad 
equipping' ships  of  war,  and  to  prdosed  in  that  wnkVy 
degrees^  in  proportion  as  our  resources  shall  rendci  H 
practicable  witiiout  inconvenience ;  so  that  a  iotsn 
war  of  Europe  mky  not  And  oUr  oommeroe  in  lbs  suae 
•  unprotectedstate,  in  which  it  was  found  by  the  preacaL" 

This  grea^  and  good  man,  who  knew  how  to 
preserve  v^hat  he  had  so  ffallanily  contributed  to 
acquire,  could  not  retire  from  the  cbancils  of  Us 
country,  without  a  parting  lesson  on  this  interor- 
iog  subject,  which  he  has  thus  placed  on  record 
for  the  beoefit  of  his  countrymen. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  advice  from  so 
high,  so  pure  and  unsuspicious  a  source,  sboaid 
have  lost  its  influence  on  those  who  wield  tke 
deetioies  of  the  country.  This  enlig^htened  suio- 
man  had  not  formed  that  strange  opinion,  thai  if 
we  could  not  equal  the  greatest  Power  on  tke 
ocean,  therefore  we  should  retire  and  yield  to  the 
least ;  to  become  a  prey  to  every  petty  Power 
that  coufd.  send  a  corsair  to  sea. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  commerce  is  nai 
worth  the  expense  of  protection^     At  prosperosi 
periods,  the  annual  export  trade  of  the  Uaiied 
Slates  may(  be*  estimated  at  seveaiy  millions  of 
dollars ;  aji  average  of  the  last  nine  years,  exdod- 
fng  the  present  year,  is $72,469,000 ;  this  indodes 
both  domestic  and  foreign  articles.     The  export 
of  domestic  articles  oblyfor  the  year  eadiafia 
October  last  is  $45,000,000.    The   beacfn  of  a 
free  comnierce  to -the  husbandman  are  itcakala- 
ble  ;  a  favorable,  market  for  his  sorplas^nce, 
a  reward  for  the  toils  of  the  fleld,  by  srimaiiung 
industry,  greatly  increases  the  prodacts  of  t^ 
country,  and  adds  to  the  valuation  or  iatriaskc 
wealth  of  the  State;  the  augmlented  amount  of 
the  product  becomes  so  mUch  clear  profit.    Al- 
though particular  articles  have,  the  last  year,  tband 
a  favorable  ularket^  yet  the  general  jnarlret  is  bsd ; 
the  country  lau^ifuishes,  and  •  the  farmer  skkeas 
at  the  past,  and  sighs  for  the  jeturn  of  the  fermer 
rich  and  joyous  tide  of  free  commerce.     No  ipaa 
who  is  not  blind  to  the  best  interests  of  his  coaatrr 
can  fail  to  see  the  importance  of  conimerce,  and 
th^  necessity  of  protecting  it. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  balance  of  tradi. 
with  Great  Britain,  is  against  the  United  Stales- 
I  know,  sir,  very  well  ihe  difficulties  attendia; 
the  investigation  of  what  is  termed  the  "i)alaiitt 
of  trade ;"  but  there  are  palpable  errors  in  u^  > 
usual  calculations  on  this  subject.     An   estimate  | 
of  exports  is  ibade  at  our  custom-houses  by  a  toIz'  \ 
ation  of  the  article  when  shipped.     Now   i:  a 
obvious,  on  a  moment's  reflection,  that  the  Taiae  ' 
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of  the  export  to  ns  is  in  tb«  pride  at  which  it  is  sold 
in  Great  Britain  ;  this  is  what  we  receite  from 
Oreat  Britain,  and  it  frequently  exceeds  the  val- 
uation at  oar  cQstom^boase  fwenty-fire  or  thirty 
per  cent.    The  ereat  error  lies  in  not  bringing 
inro  the  iccoutkt  freight,  insurance,  dbe.,  which  is 
the  fruit  of  American  industry ;  our  ships  are  from 
our  own  fbrests,  and  ,are  navigated  by  Americaiv 
.bands.    On  indports,  freight  or  an  equiyaient  p\pr 
rentage  is,  1  understand,  added  to  the  invoice,  or 
contract  price,  at  the  custom-house,  to  show  the 
amount  imported,  as  though  freight  was  always 
paid  to  a  British  ship  owner  ^  whereas*  the 'origi- 
nal cost  of  the  article  imported  should  be  only-re- 
^rded  in  stating  the^aecount  of  imports.    My 
remarks  are  confined  to  trade  in  American  bot- 
toms.   The  fair  result  will,  I  am  persuaded,  prove, 
that  our  trade  with  Great  Britain  is  advantageous 
to  the  country,  having  a  due  regard,  at  all  times, 
as  we  ought,, to  eheck  .the  importation  of  such 
articles  as  our  own  manufactures  can  supply  on 
good  terms.    To  the  arts  of  peace  and  the  great, 
interests  of  free  government,  commerce  in  all 
ages  «nd  states  hka  proved  .emipently  favorable, 
.  and  in  this  view  comes  strongly  recommended  to 
the  freemen  of  the  iTnited  States. 

It  is  farther  alleged,  that  **the  country  does 
not  possess  the  pecuniary  resources  for'a  navy." 
This  Government  has  Received  from  commerce 
alon^iin  duties,  the  enormous  sum  qf919l,291,- 
734,  from  its  commettcement,  indudipg  tbe  Sec- 
retary's estimate  for  the  year  just  ended.    A  Gov- 
eriiment,  with  sucha  revenue,  cannot  be  without 
resources  in  credit  at  least.    For  this  liberal  con-' 
tributioik  of  compoerce,  protection^is  justly  due. 
A  reasonable  portion  of  the  above  amount  ought 
to-be  considered  ks  placed  in  a  atronsf  box,  sacred 
to  the  protection  of  the  comnaerce  of  the  country. 
If  it  has  been  withdrawn  for  any  other  purpose;  it 
oug&t  DOW,  in  this  day  of  peril  on- the  sea.  to  be 
restored.    To  refuse  this  protection,  is  to  do  in* 
justice  to  the  interests  of  the  couMfy^.to  under- 
tniae  the  Federal  compact  and  sap  the  foundation 
of  the  Union.    Standing  op  on  the  hiffh  ground 
of  the  Conspiration,  tbe  cotaimercial  States^  op- 
pressed in  every  sea,  and  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
make  this  appeal  for  protection,  and,  I  trust,  h 
will  not  he  made  in  vain.    The  pott  of  New  Tork 
alone  has.  for  severgi  year^,  contributed  thirty-two 
hundredtns,  or  nearly  one  third,  of  the  whole  1m^ 
port  revenue  of  the  United  Slates;   this  sum, 
about  forty-five  millions  in  the  Whole,  would  have 
enabled  that  State  alone  to  build  a  navy  greatly 
exceeding  all  tlie  United  States  h^ve  done  on  the 
subject.    You  ought  not  "tbmuzde  tbe  mouth 
of  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn ;"  yon  ought 
not  to  afford  to  any  State  cause  of  regret  forhav-, 
ing^  entered  the  league. 

Great  additions  to  the  Navy  at  this  time  are 
not  asked.  The  policy  of  the  Government,  in  r6- 
latioQ  to  commercial  protection,  should  be  dis- 
tinctly declared,  and  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
pabtie  revenue  ajipropriated  for  that  purpose. 
New  and  inereasing  obstacles  are  thrown  in 
4he  way.  It  is  said  ^  we  cannot  man «  nav.y.^ 
Assertions  and  pretexts  may  be  multiplied  witfr- 


but*  end.  Is  there  ahything  more  dear  to  the 
heart  of  the  sailor,  than  the  sailor's  life  9  the 
charrn  continues  till  death.  Why  Should  there 
be  more  difiicuity  in  procuriqg  a  *  sailor  than 
a  soldier?  Will. not  tbe  same  bounties  avail t 
Washinotoit.  in  recommendiug  a  navy,  did  hot 
discover  this  obstacle.  *' Seamen  will  prefer  ta 
engage  on  board  privateer  ships,''  it  is  said  ;  how 
can  this  be?  Does  net  the  Sailor  (in  public  vea- 
sels)'Teceive  W3ges  in  addition  to  prize  moneyf 
No,  Mr.  Chairman ;  such  suggestions,  such  imag« 
tnary  obistacles,  ingeniously  muUipled  in  every 
stage  of  the  debate,  at  every  step  in  our  progress, 
Will  not,  they  ought  not'  to  avail.  The  Consti* 
tutie^  has  pledged  the  Government  to  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce ;  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
require  it;  the  injustice  of  foreign  Rations,  the  dailr 
violation  of  the  Anferican  flag, 'demand.it ;  end 
the  present  eventful  period,  so  bi^  with  danger^ 
so  strongly  marked  for  a  subversiod  of  all  that 
has  been  neld  sacred-  in  the  laws  of  nations,  ad« 
monishes  us  of  our  duty,  and  proclaims  aloud  that 
the  time  has  bome,  when  the '  Constitutional 
power  given  to  thb  Government  to  provide  a 
navy;  should  be  effectually  exerted. 

The  %lank  in  the  section  for  providing  a  dock- 
vard,  was  filled  with  one  hundred  thousand  dol* 
lars.      .        *  ,  *      • 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  'so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  fix 
tbe  dock  yard  in  the  navy  yard  at  Washiofftoa 
City ;  but  this  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large 
maiority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  words  ''central 
and,"  were  struck  out,  s6  as  to  leave  the  site  of 
the  dock  yard  to  be  determined  by  the  Executive* 

The  Committee,  having  gone  through  the  biU^ 
rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House  with  the  amend- 
ments. The  House  took  up  the  bill,  and,  on  the 
question  of  filling  up  the  blank  for  repairing  the 
vessels  oa  hand  with  "  four  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,"  it  was  carried—yeas  90,  naya 
23,  as  follows :      .  ' 

YsAs— Willis  Alstoti, Jan.,  WilGam  Andenon»  8te* 
venson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Bavid  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Harmanup 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wm* 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  J[ohn  C.  Calhoun>  £paf 
phrodituS  Cha]])pion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chi^ 
tenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condi^ 
William  Crawfiwd,  John  DaTenport,  junior,  Roger  Da» 
▼is,  John*  Dawsop,  Joseph  )>esha,  Samuel  Dihflmoor» 
Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisfc^ 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas'  R.  Gold,  baiaJ^ 
L.  Orean,  ^elix  Grundy,  John  A.  Haiper^  Ayletft 
Hawes,  Jacbb  Hnflj,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richaid 
Jackson,  jitn.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  KenV 
William  K.  King,  .Lyman  Law,  Peter  LitUe,  Robesa 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Geotga  C* 
Maxwell,  Archibald  McBiyde,  William  McCoy,  Alex* 
ander  McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchdl,  Jak* 
Morgan^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley» 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  Joseoh  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,. Joeiah  Qnincy,  WiUiam  Reed, 
William.  M.  Richardson,  Hettry  M.  Ridgely,  Johft 
Shea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Bban«er  8age» 
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Thomaf  Salomons,  Jphn  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Ban- 
iel'Shefty,  John  Smith,  Philip  Staart,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uii  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats— William  >V.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,'  Robert 
Brown,  James  Cochran,  Meshack  Franklin,  f^dwin 
Gray,  Boiling  Hall,  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Samuel  McKce,  Arunah  Metcal^  Wm. 
Piper,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer '  Server,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  David  R. 
WilUams. 

The  question  was  next  put-  upon  agceeiog  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill/  which  contemplated 
the  buiidiog  of  new  frigates;  when 

Mr.  Williams  rose  and  spoke  at  considerable 
length.  He  said  the  time  was  rerv  inauspicious 
for  commencio^  an  undertaking  of  such  magni- 
tude as  the  building  a  na7y,*which  could  be  of 
no  use  in  the  approaching  contest.  He  doubted 
the  policy  of  encaging  in  the  business  at  all;  for 
navies,  he  said,  had  deceived  the  hopes  of  every 
country  which  bad-  relied  upon  them ;  that  we 
could  never  expect  to  be  able  to  meet  Great  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean  j  that  we  had  fought '  through 
the  Revolution  without un9vy;  for  »  that  con- 
test, a  single  privateer  had  done  more  than  the 
few  ships  -of  war  which  were  in  possession  6f 
the  old  Congress;  that  except  we  are  able  to 
build  and  equip  a  navy  equal  to  tAeet  the  British 
at  sea.  we  ^ere  better  without  one,  as  our  ships 
would  probably  fall  a  prey  to  their  superior  force; 
that  his  greatest  objection  against  a^avy  was. 
that  it  must  be  kent  op  in  time  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  war;  that  when  the  gentlemen  spoke  of  a 
navy  as  cheaper  than  ati  army,  they  could  not 
mean  to  say  that  if  we  had  a  navy  the  army 
could  be  dispensed  with-— they  could  not,  for  in- 
stance, take  possession. of  Canada -by  a.  navy; 
that  (he  building  of  a  navy  would  burden  the 
neople  with  oppressive  taxes ;  that  such  an  estab- 
lishment would  setve  only  to  increase  Executive 
patronage;  that  with  respect  to  commerce,  the 
j)eople  were  willing  to  give  it  all  the  protection 
in  their  power,  but  they  could  not  provide  a  navy 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CnBVEs  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply  to 

Mr.  WlLLfAMS. 

After  a  few  words  of  rejoinder  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, the  House  adjourned.  . 

,  SATuanAT,  January  25. 

Mr.  BiTRWELL  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War^  in  conformity  to  a  resplulion 
which  he,  some  time  ago.  presented  to  the  House, 
in  relation  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
oommittee. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAvin  R.  Williams  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  the  first  opportunity  which  he  could  get, 
call  up  the  bill  ior  classifying  and  arniing  the 
militia  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  JxNNtMos  called  up  for  consideration  a  res- 
olution, which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  some 


time  ago,  calling  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  information  respecting  Indian 
agents  in.th^  Indraaa  and  Illinois  , Territories, 
touching  certain  treaties  and  purchases  of  lands. 
Asreed  to.  . 

Mr.  CovniT  aaid,  that  by  a  report  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  made  on  the  8th  of  No- 
vember last,  there  appeared  to  be  a  iarf «  amount 
of  public  money  due.froin  public  officers.  He 
tfaoogh.t'some  efficient  measures  ought  to  be  taken 
to  obtara  payment  of  these  arrears*  He,  there- 
fore, offered  the  following  resolution: 
'  lUiohetL  That^he  Committee  of  Ways  aad  Ueaas 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  payment  and  losses  which  have  aocmed  from 
th^  defalcation  of  public  officers,  and  report  to  ttiis 
H^mse  what  alterations  or  amendments  are  neccsMiy 
in  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  in  ordtf 
to  secure  the  prompt  payment  of  its  officers  in  fntmv. 

After  a  few  explani^tory  observations  from  Mr. 
Bacon,  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wayi 
and  Means,)  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  bad  already  heet  draws 
to  this  subject,  the  resolution  w^s  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABUSHMENT. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
whiph  was  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Esub- 
lishment :  The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bilVTybich  provided 
for  the  building  of^a  number  of  new  {rigitaa, 
being  Under  confide  ration. 

Mr.  WaiGHT.^Mr.  Speaker :  ^  Qon^ress  having 
provided  by  law  a  regular  arm^  and  a  volnnieer 
corps  sufficient  for' e very-purpose  of  offence  and 
^efencey,and  to  g.uard  our  aertitorial  frontiers,  oor 
attention  is  'now  coTrectlv  drawn  toahe  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce,  our  foimen,  and  maritime 
frontiers,  by  the  establishment  of  sach  an  addi- 
tional naval  force  as  our  resources  msLf  enable  us^ 
without  inconvenience  to  the  people,  comitfensa- 
rate  to  tbe  object,  as  qearly  as  possibly  and  de- 
manded by  the  crisis,  and  the  public  ezpeeiation. 
Sir,  in  the  consideration  of  tl^is  subject,  I  aia 
sorry  to  discover  anv  symptoms  o^  geographical 
objections  to  the  bill ;  and  I  am  prompted  by  the 
occasion  to  remind  gentlemen  in  this  House  of 
the  Valedictory  Address — the  official  legacy^^ 
the  immortal  Washington,  to  the  American  peo- 
ple,"  not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  influenced  by 
^  any  geographical  considerations,  which  wooid 
'  Bets'  in  array  one  section  of  the  Union  against 
^  another ;.  that  the  union  of  these  Stales  was  the 
*  sheet  anchor  of  our  hope,  audits  permanence  the 
'  best  securitjT  of  the  liberties  of  the  whole.^ 

Sir,  1  consider  the  American  people  one  great 
family,  united  by  the  social  compact,  bj  which 
the  interest  of  every  section  of  the  Union  b  to 
be  guarded  by  the  equal  energies  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  consider  Congress  as  the  father  of 
that  family,  bound  by  an  equal  aiSection  to  every 
member  of  it,  to  protect  its  various,  distant,  and 
discordant  interests  with  parental  care,  and  to 
dispense,  its  justice,  its' favors,  and  its  bounties^ 
With  an  even  hand. 
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Sir,  erery  member  of  this  honorable  body  is 
the  represenlatiTe  of  the  whole  American  people, 
and  bj.tbe  great  charCer,  Which  was  surely  a 
nieasare  of  com  promise,  intended  to  unite  the 
American  people,  and  b3r  that  OBion  to  give 
strength,  and  by  it9  organization  protection;  by 
the  application  of  its  united  energies,  4o  secure 
every  interest  of  every  portion  of  the  great  Amer- 
ican empire. 

I  cannot,  from  my' own  feelings  upon  the  oeca-' 
sion,  ana  th^  recolieciton  of  the  commission  by 
which  we  are  appointed^  to  aet,  fyr  the  common 
defence  and  genera t  welfare  of  the  whole,*  suffer 
myself  to  believe  that  any-  honorable  member 
will  suffer  himself  to  be  influenced'by  any  other 
than  his  best  jardgment  bow  and  in  what  man- 
ner that  general  welfare  will  be  b^st  promoted, 
notwithstanding  the  yiolent  geographical  «ymp- 
.toms  that  have  manifested  themselves  ia  this- 
case.  .      - 

I,  for  my  part,  should  blush  if  I  was  influenced 
by  any  other  jnotires,  nor  will  Inscribe  to  othtfs 
that  of  Which  I  for  mvself  should  be  ashamed. 
.  Sir,  it  wtlL  be  recollected  whh' what  ]>rompt- 
ness  this' House  lately  acted  in  providing  six  com- 
panies of  rangefs  tb  patroi  the  territorial  frontiers 
of  the  West,  to  guard  the  ohildren  of  the  woods 
on  that  frontier  from*  the  savage  8cal|)ing  knife;  I 
witb  pleasure  beheld  'ils  electric  transit  through 
the  House,  «nd  I'  hope  it  will  liot  be  forgotten  by 
gentlemen  of  that  quarter  *  when  they  are  called 
on  to  p)rotect  the  maritime  frontiers  on  the  South 
ai>d  the  "East,  although^ against  a  civjlissed  yet  not 
less  savage  foe.  - 

I  hope  gentlemen  will  also  reeolleet  the  chain 
of  redodbts  on  our  territorial  ff on  tiers,  and  ihat 
the  soldiers  of  our  peace  establishment  are  ata- 
tioned -there  for  their  protection.  ^  * 

I  trust  the  recollection  of  these  things  will 
have  the  desired  effect,  and  that  this  honorable 
body  will  feel  dot  only  its  justice  and  equanfm- 
ity,  but  its  magnanimity  enlisted,  in  providing 
such  an  additional  naval  force,  as  will  not  only 
protect  commerce,  that  in  which  we  are  all  in- 
terested, but  effectually  protect  our  maritime  fVon- 
tiers;  in  which  the  inhabtiants  of  the  seaboard 
and  bays.are  more  immediately  interested. 

Sir,  m  order  to  pt'esent  to  the  House  distinctly 
my  views  of  the  naval  fo^e,  I- Wish  at  thia  time 
to  add  to  our  present  navy' the  exact  amount  of 
the  expenses  of  its  cstablishmesot,  and  tire  annual 
expenae  to  support  it,  as  Well  as  the  resources  of 
the  nation  *out  of  which  it  is  to  be  established 
and  supported,  apd  the  extent  of  the  -commerce 
•to  be  hereby  protected — I  must  beg  their  indul- 
gence while  I  deal  a  little  in  official  detail,  and 
show  them  the  force  intended;  the  expense  to  be 
incurred ;  the  funds  out  of  which  it  is  to  be  ef- 
fected, and  the  commerce  to  be  thereby  protected. 
Sut,  before  I  proceed,  permit  me  to  -remark,  that 
the  force  I^hall  propose  is< limited Jl>y  discovering 
an  indisposition  in  some  gentleman  to  vole  for 
the  ten  ^|^utt  friptes,  from  an  apprehension  of 
our  inability  at  this  time  to  meet  the  Expense, 
and  in  others,  from  an  implacable  aversion  to  any 
navy  at'i^l,  and  not  from  aof  ol^jeotion  I  have 


to  the  force  proposed.  Therefore,  from  ja  persua- 
sion that  the  ten  .38*gttn  frigates  cannot  be  car-^ 
rie^}  as  well  as  from  a  spirit  of  accommodation^ 
I  propose  to  fill 'the  blank  with  six  32'|;un  frig- 
ates, which  I  confidently  hope  wiH  obtain.  The 
expense  of  building  six  32-gun  frigates,  by, t ha 
report  of  .the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  $768,000, 
and  the  annual  expense  of-  supporting  thekn 
$612,000.    '. 

Sir,  having  stated  the  force  and  the  expense  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  it,  I*  will  now  state 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  out  of  which  it  is  to 
be  established  and  supported.  'The.public  lands 
of  tbe  United  States  are  six*  hundred  millions  of 
acres,  which  are  now  s^ld^  at  not  less  thaii  two 
dollars  per  acre,  making  tw^lve.hundred  millions 
of  dollars,  the  annual  iiHefest  of  which  is,  at  six 
per  c«nt.,  seventy- two  millions  of  dollars;  and 
these  lands  must  increase  in  value  in  a  ratio  pro- 
portioned to  their  d^Troand  and  reduced  quantity, 
sir.  their  demand  is  increasing  every  day  by  the 
emigration  of  oui^  own-  citizens  to  them,  and  by 
their  invitation  t5  foreigners,  whoare  crowding 
into  this  asylum*  of  liberty,  flying  from  the  perse- 
cutions of  the  Old  World)  as  appears  by  the  late 
censi^s;  and,  as. the  quantity  shall  be  redueed| 
Congress,  as  th'e  guardians  ^6f  the  public  purse, 
will 'assuredly  increase  and  graduate  the  price  by 
the  demand.  Sir,  the  net  revenue  on  impost 
and  tonnage  has  exceeded  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  year.  •  Our  exports  in  one  year , of  proa* 
perity'  have  ei(ceeded  one  hundred  and  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  and  our  imports  hare  exceeded 
seven ly-fi^e  millions  of  dollars.  Our  registered 
tonnage  employed  in  foreign  commerce  is  984,- 
S69  tons,  besides  that  employed  in  the-  coasting 
trade,  and  in  the  small  "waters  of  the  United 
Slates.  " 

Sir.; can  it  bb  possible  that  any  gentleman  not 
averse  to  a  navy,  or  not  devotea  to  tbe  Chinese 
policy, 'after  this  yiew  of  the  expense  of  buildins 
and  maintaininff  six  thirty-two-gun  frigates,  and 
•  this  statsiment  of  the  resources  <^  the  nation,  the 
immense  amount  of  our  exports  and  imports,  and 
the  great  amount  of  our  tonnage,  can  have  a 
•doubt  ef  our  mean^,  or  of  the  ex^iency  of  pro- 
tecting so 'important  an.  interest?  I  trust  they 
will  not ;  ana  that,  they  wUl  grant  this  addt- 
tional  force  to  shield  us  in  a  point  so  vulnerable, 
and' to  protect  interests  sojmportani.  I  wiH  Re- 
mind gentlemen  that  erery  article  necessary  for 
the  building  these  frigates  is  (he  product  of  this 
country,  Mteadg  almost  'entirely  supplied,  and 
that  by  our  otrn  ctttzens;  that  the  workmen  to 
be  employed  in  buildiogUhese  ships  are  our  own 
citizens ;  that  the  oncers  and  men  that  will  com- 
mand, navigate,  and  fight  them,  will  be  membejra 
of  this  great  family,  who  will  be  employed  as  a 
corps  of  sentinels  to  guard  our  commerce  and 
maritime  frontiers;  that  not  a  cent  will -be  paid 
for  their  establishment  or  maintenance  but  to  our 
own  citizens:  so  that  every  farthing  that  is  taken 
out  of  the  pnrae  Of  the  nation  for  this  important 
purpose  will  go  into  the  pocket  of  some  of  the 
family,  who  will  be  benented  in  the  propoition 
that  the  nation  is  taxed  ai^d  protected. 
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Sir,  some  gentiemeB  teem  alarmeii  at  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  ezpiecied  war,  and  .urge,  that  as  a 
pretext  against  Foting  for  a  navy.  To  them  I 
say,  if  that  is  really  tneix  objeetion,  that  the'iin'- 
granted  lands  in  Canada,  with  the  duties  on  im- 
post and  tonnage,  when  conquered^'wili  ajpply 
pay  us  for  all  the  ejpense-.t)f  liberating  that  peo- 
ple from  despotism,  and  adding  those,  prorinces 
to  the  United  States  a^  members  of  the  Union. 
Should  they  oppose  it,  it  will  be  wi;th  reluctance, 
or  for  fear  we  should  not  succeed ;  or,  that  if  we 
did,  we  should  restbre  them  baek  again  .to  Great 
Britain  at  the  end  of  the  war/. 

Sir,  the  losses  we  have  sustained  by.  captures 
fliade  at  sea,  invited  by  our  naval  weakness^  are 
immense.  At  the  tio/e  of  our  treaty  with  France,' 
in  1800,  our  losses  by  c^ptureis  by  her  oruisers 
were  estimated  dt  twenty-four  jmilKons  of  doU 
lars ;  and  although  by  the  second  article  of  that 
treaty  France  proposed  to  make  these  captures, 
and  the  claims  of  France  against  the  United 
States,  the  subject  of  future  negotiation,  the  Sen- 
ate at  that  time  rejected  that  article,  and  forced 
on  Mr.  J.  Adams  the  ratification  of  that  treaty 
without  it;  he  declarijig  at  the  time  that  he  had 
rather  ratify  the  treaty  with  it;  and  we  kno^ 
that  the  loss  of  this  twenty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  charged  on  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion ;  atthougn  the  treaty  was  'ratified  by  the 
Senate  in.  the  time  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  in  the 
manner  I  have  stated.  The  Senate  alleged  that 
at  was  to  get  rid  of  the  guarantee  of  the  posses- 
aionsof  France  in  the  West  Indies;  although  it 
reciprocalljF  bound  France  to/the  guarantee  of 
the  possessions  of  the  United  States  in  America, 
and  was  made  at  the  eventful  crisis  of  the. Rev- 
olution, in  1778. 

Sir,  I  always  suspect  its  rejection  wa»int6nded 
to  loosen  the  bands  that  connected  the  United 
States  with  France,  more  closely  to  connect  us 
with  Great  Britain;. although  France  bad  been 
the  first  foreign  nation  to  acanowledge  our  inde- 
pendence,, and  by  treaty  -fo  guarantee  to  us  as  4 
natioh  all  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  in 
America,  so  (ar  as  it  could  be  cfiected  by  the  co- 
operation of  her  navy  and'army ;  so  that,  in  facu 
I  conceive  the  loss  of  th^s  twenty-four  millions  of 
dollars  a  sacrifi6e  of  the  commercial  interests  of 
this  country  at  the  shrine  of  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  the  spoliations  by  Great  Britain  and  France 
under  their  Orders  in  Council  and  decrees,  ad- 
mitted hj  both  nations  to  be  a  violation  of  our 
neutral  rigfatSi  have  subjected  the  United  States 
to  incalculable  losses ;  one  hundr<^  millions  of 
dollars  would  not  pay  us  for  the  obstructions  and 
•poliations  on  our  legitimate  neutral  commerce ; 
and  although  France  has  so  modified  her  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  that  they  have  ceased  to  vio- 
late our  neutral  commerce,  yet  she  has  but  com- 
nuted  them  for  municipal  restriction^  truly  op-, 
pressive,  and  we  are  yet  left  to  hope  she  wtll 
make  compensation  for  these  spoliations ;  wbile 
on  the  other  hand  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding 
her  repeated  asseverations,  that  when  France 
ahittiji  revoke  her  decrees  vtolatine  our  neutral 
commtrcey  Uiat  aha  would  revoke  her  Oidera  in 


Council ;  yet,  air,  we  are  not  left,  to  hope  that  she 
will  comply  with  her  assurances,  however  q&- 
cially  and  repeatedly  made ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
she  has  munipUed  her  aggressions^  and  addei 
new  insults  to  repeated  injuries. 

.  Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  the  American  people 
can  or  will  submit  t6  such  a  state  of  things,  oc 
that  their  Representatives  can,  as  such,  fra  aa 
indisposition  to  prepare  a  force  to  redress  it,  sock 
as  the  resources  of  the  nation  will'jastiif  to  be 
.>applied  to  that  purpose. 

Sir,,  this  hi^hnninded,  magnanimous  peop/e, 
whose  claims  are  just,  and  whose  spirit  and  ex- 
pectations are  alive  to  avenge  their  wrongt,  mast 
and  will  be  gratified  in  placing  the  naiioainaa 
attitude  and  in  an  armor  to  suit  the  crisis;  ihej 
will  applaud' their  Repfesenta^ves  for  prepaxis^ 
a  navy  to  arrest,  the  lawless  career  of  the  pirates 
.of  the  ocean,  to  retaliate  by  reprisals  on  their 
commerce  and  seamen — on  the  element  of  oar 
wrongs. 

Sir,  the  United  States  are  insular  in  their  situ- 
ation in  relatiop  to  Rurop^,  Asia,  and  Africa,  ai 
welt  as  to  the  West  Indies,  and  indeed  their 
eoastinl?  trade  and  commerce  with  South  Aoief- 
ica  mares  a  naval  ^forc^  all*  important  for  iu 
protection  |  while  the  commerce  of  Surape  to 
the  West  Indies  and  to  South  America  ispecaU- 
arly  exposed  in  iU  ^ss^e  along  our  tvidely-ei- 
tended  seaboard,  "whereby  she  may  be  greatly 
distressed  without  our  leaving  our  own  cctast. 

Sir,  we  are  tofd  of  her.immense  tiaval  streogtk, 
and  of  the  impracticability  of  our  fighting  ba 
ships-of-the-line.  Sir,  it  is  her  frigates  and  lighter 
ships  of  war  we  intend  to  fight^  and  her  mec- 
chantmen  we  intei^.to  capture.  It  is  not  her 
line  of  battle  ships  that  captor^  our  raerehaat- 
inen ;  it  is  her  frigates,  sloops  of  war,  leuers  of 
marque/ and  privateers.  She  has  enough  for  her 
sUips-of-t he-line  to  do  nearer  home. 

We  are  informed  by  the  official  reports  of  the 
French  nation  that  aa  immense  navy  is  prepar- 
ing in' France,  and  that  in  >I813  it  will  be  readjr, 
and  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  We  shaii 
riiea  have  nothing  to  fear  from  her  Tine  of  battle 
ships;  she  will  never  send  them  here,  and  leave 
herself  exposed  to  so  awful  and  powerful  aa 
enemy. at  home,  l  hope  the  ocean  will  swarm 
with  our  frigates,  sloons  of  war,  letters  of  maniue. 
and  privateers,  and  that  the  «Var  on  comn»erce 
shall  no  longer  be  carried  on  only  on  one  ^dit. 
but  that  the  nation  and  the  people  will  unite  in 
the  majesty  of  their  strength,  and  with  aa  ind^- 
nation  graduated  by  their  wrongs,  so  long  and  ao 
unmeritedly  inflicted. 

Sir,  the  adoption  of  this  bill  is  doe  to  distribu* 
tive  justiccy  it  is  due  to  tl|e  best  interestt  of  the 
nation,  it  is  due  to  the  expectations  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  it  is  peculiarly,  in  my  opiai«L 
due  to  ourselves. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  frigates  will  be 
taken  as  soon  as  they  go  out.  There  can  be  no 
necessity  of  their  bein^  expoaed  to  fight  ships-el^ 
the-Kne.  Great  Briuin,^  in  the  neighborhood  of 
France,  with  her  mighty  navy,  has  notbcca  able, 
to  arrest  the  spoliations  by  Ficnch  firigales^  who 
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capture  and  destroy  h^r^ciniinreree  to  an  iinro)eiise 
amount,.  Dor  do  we  bear  of  the-oapRire  of.  French 
frigates  by  Britifibships-of-the'^De.  Ibopethese 
gen tleoien' will  banisli,  their  groundless  eon jeet- 
Ures,  nor  snffer  tbe  energies  oT  the  nation  >to  be 
paralyzed  by  such  anti-national  feelings,  but  will- 
join  cordially  in  a^oi^asare  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  tbe  protection  of  yoqr  commerccj 
your  seaipen,  and  your  national  bonor. 

I  hope  tbiey  will  recollect  tbe  loss  tbe  nation 
end ured  by  ooe  yea r's  embargo.  Fifteen  mil  1  ions 
of  net  »evetMip  on  imports,  besides  tbe  advantage 
of  tbe  exporfatioa  of  upwards  of  an  buudred 
miiliops  of  dollars,  tbe  surplus  products  of  the 
labor,  tbe  iudustrv,  and  enterprise  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  I  ask  it  this  was  not  imposed  on  tbe 
nation  because  of  our  naval  imbecility  and  ina- 
bility to  protect  our  commerce ;  and  shall  we  not 
profit  by  this  lesson  of  fatal  experience? 

Sir,  I  fttk  geo^tfemen,  if  tbey  evei;  beard  of  eren 
a  baggaffe  wagon  going  without  a  guard  in  ibe 
neigh bornood  of  an  enemy!  and  shall  we  expose 
our  immense  commerce  and  our  seamen*  on  tbS 
great  bigh way  of  naxions,*  swarming  with  pirates, 
without  a  guard,,  upon  tbe  plea  of  poreny,  which 
this  view  of  our  resources  will  induceeverjT  candiu 
man  to  overrule?  Sir,. our  Saviour  advised  his 
a^tles  to  sell  their  cloaks  to'buy  swords  io)>r6t'Cci 
them  against  robbers  wbeti  jour neyjoa:  tbrough  lire 
wilderneMJ  and  shall  we,  m  the  full  tide  <u' our 
prosperity,  with  sueb  immense  resources,  refui'  s  to 
supply  this  small  naval  armament  to.guaiil  us 
through  the.  great,  highway  of  nations,  invested 
with  aea*robbers ?^  {io,  sir;  this. House  b«s' justly 
and  liberally  provided  an. army  to  protect  i  ur  ter- 
ritorial frontiers  and  to  av^ogeour  wiipnifs,  t^nd 
I  confidently  .hope  will  provide  tbis  additional 
naval  force  for  the  protection  of  our  cc  ^nmerde, 
our  seamen,  and  our.  maritime  frontierr. 

Mu  Speaker,  baring  presented  my  v  ew  of  the 
projected  force,  tbe  expense  of  estabi  sbing  and 
maintainfdg  it,  the.  resourpes  of  tbe  nation,  and 
tbe  important  interests  to  be  protected  and  secured ' 
by  this  additional na^^al  armanilpnt,  1  must  beg  the 
further  indulgence  of  the  fionse  while  I  make  a 
short  reply  ^o  soine  ol  the  prominent  remarks  of 
tbe  honorable  member  frofn  South  Carcdina  (Mr, 
D.  R.  Williams,)  and  this,  si/,  I  sball*  do  wfth 
the  most  profound  respect  for  that  genileman.  I 
sincerely  regret  to  find  bim  enrolled  with,  tbe 
opponents  to  the  navy,  after  his  distiogiiishing 
himself  so.  highly  by  bis  excellent  speech  in  /ator 
of  the  army,  so  congenial  with  tbe  feelings  of  tbe 
i^ation  and  my  own. 

Sir,  is  it  not  a  little  extraordinary,  thait  lbis 
gentleman  sbould-be  opposed  to  tbis  little  addi- 
tion to  the  navy,  for  fear  it  might  be  misapplied, 
to  endanger  tbe  liberties  of  the  people,  when  he, 
with  a  fervor  peculiarly  bis  own,  aithe  same  time 
wished  to'  be  armed  with  the  red  lightning,  with 
which  bie  told  us  be  would  drive  the  fast-anchored 
British  isle  from  ber  moorings,  and  in  a  feverish 
manner  threatened  to  make  havoc  on  both  sides 
of  the  British' Channel  ?  I  must  enter  ray  protest 
against  bis  being  armed  with  tbis  power.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  should,  remain  where  it  is,  find 


where  we^cnow  it  will  not  be  abused.  Sit,  be  has 
told  us  that  tbe  United  States  were  born  'without 
a  navy,  thht  there  was  no  navy  ip  tbe  Revolution, 
and  that  without  a  navy  we  had  attained  our  pr#* 
seat  high  rank  ainong  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
'  That  tbe  United  States  were  conceived  with- 
out a  navy  I.  adroit,  but  that  they, labored  under 
tbe  want  of  a  navy  |bt  the  commencement  of  the 
ReVoliltion  I  insist,  or  General  Gage  and  his  sav- 
age army  would  nevef  have  escaped  from  Boston, 
tbe  cradle  of  the  Revolution ;  but  ihe.hardy,  Her- 
culean sons  of  New  fUigland  would-  bare  made 
'them  pay  for  their  temerity,  and  by  their  extirpir* 
tion  bare,  made  tbem  expiate  every  drop  of  blood 
shed  at  Lexington  and  Bunker's  Hill. 

But,  sir,  it  .will  ever  be  g^raiefully  recollected 
by  the 'patriot's -of  tb'e  ReVdution,  that  the  cap- 
tore.of  Cornwallis'^  army  at  York  town,  by  tbe 
united  arins  of  France  am(l  America,  put  a  glori- 
ous period  tothdwar  ofthe  Rerolu  tion,  and  gare 
birth  to  the  empire  of  Ai^erica;  and  that  tbia 
great  achieventtent  was  accomplished  ;by  tbe>co- 
operation  of  (he  navy  of  France,  then  our  mag- 
nanimous ally,  4hat  ^  wonderful  people,'^  whom 
the  enemies  of  the  Revolution  will  therefore  never 
forgive^ 

He  tells  us,  England  alone  has  been  beoefitecl 
by  a  navy;%  t  will  admit,  that  even  her  existence 
has  been  preserved  by  her  na^y ;  but  Tmust  ih- 
^istfi^t  the  \same  time,  that  we  have  been  nearly 
ruined  for  tbe  want  of  one.  "^ 

.He  asks,* if  tbe  President  has  been  able  with 
our  present-  nary  and  gunboats  to  prevent  the 
Britisb  from  blo|pkading  up  our  ports  and  harbors  f 
I  in  reply  si^,  no,  sir,  the  President  has  not.  And 
wby  has  be  not  ?  Bocaose  he  bad  not  the  power 
by  law,  nor  tbp  inclination,  without  it,  to  break  the 
praoe  of  that  nmtiott.  I,  in  my  turn,  ask  that  gen- 
tleman, whether  the  President  has  not  (since. 
k Great  Britalh  was  by  law  interdicted  tbe  ports 
and  harbors  of  tbe  .United  States)  effectually  pre- 
vented il^by  bis  proclamation,  and  by  our  frigarea 
and  gunboats  ?  We  all  recollect  tbe  recent  caaa 
of  a  British  frigate  anchoring  in  Aampton  Rofds^ 
whose conunander,  bearing  of  a  meditated  attack 
by  the  gunboats  ft  Norfolk,  cut  her  cables  in  tbe- 
Uigbt  and  rjun  away  to  sea  to  avoid  -the  conflict, 
although  these  gunboats  are  so  frequently  libelled 
on  this  floor.  v 

^  T  hie  gen  tleman,  not  con  ten  t  wi  tb  opposin  g  t  bis 
additional  naval  firmament,  has  also  attacked  the 
little  navy  we  have*/  He  has  told  us  "the system 
is  rotten  to  the  cofe,"  that  the  navy  accounts  ari 
always  incorrect,  and  that  they  are  made  out  so 
that  tbe  iKxpense  of  tbe  repairs  to  the  •  respective 
vessels  In  tbe  navy  yard  ^  under  the  nose  of  the 
Ghivemment,"  cannot  be  distinguished  from  eacb 
other.  Sir,  if  that  eubject  is  examined  with  can- 
dor, it  'will  be  found  to  arise  from  the  promiscu- 
ous vam  of  tbe  materials  provided  at  tbe  navy 
yjtrd,^  where  several  ressels  are  repairing  at  tb« 
saAie  time,  ^nd  that  the- whole  amount  of  the 
whole  repairs  are  correctly  stated ;  and  that  it 
would  .be  next  to  impracticable  to  distinguish 
where  th,e  timber^  plank,  spikes,  oakum,  aild  paint, 
were  piomisououdy  used,  to  which  vessel  u  was 
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particularly  applied — nor  caoit  be  material,  or  «iiy 
evidence  of  n  misapplicatioD  of  naval  funds.  But, 
air,  is'it  a  faip  mode  to  try  the  n^erits  of  a  aystem,' 
»a  system  approved  by  its  adoption  by  the  nation, 
by  a -charge  of  abare  in  its  n&anagement ? .  I 
should  presume  not ;  we  ought  to  correct  the  abu* 
ses  and  preserve  the  system. 
.  Str,,we  have  recently  had  the  disdngaisfaed  aid 
of  that  geatleman  to  raisj^an  army.of  twenty-five 
thousand  regulars.  I  ask  him,  whether  ihe  clamors 
of  abuse  in  the  sickness  apd  deaths  in  the  Army 
of  New  .Orleans,  would  have  liad  amy  operation 
on  his  votet  No,  sir,  I  am  confident  H  would 
Oot;and  we  all  know,- notwithataading' those 
clamprs,  that  the  mortality  amonff  the  troops  at 
^hat  time  was  owing  to  the  sickly  season  on  raw 
tfoops  in  a  sickly  country^  peculiarly-sickly  at  the 
titne,  and  by  the  visitation  of-  heaven,  against 
which  no  policy-aould  have  obtaii^ed ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  any  man  ef  candor,  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  that  business,  can  withhold  his  appro- 
bation of  the  hodest  seal  and  official  solicitude 
both  of  the  Secretary  arWar  anjthe  Commander- 
in-Chhf,  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of 'that 
army.     - 

Sir,  we  are  told,  that  the  British  <faave  taken 
.and  destroyed  a  great  number  of  she  French 
ships-of-the-line,  and  that  they  will  certaiiily  de^ 
.  Btf  oy  our  little  navy ;  ^that  our  naval  officers  bad 
taken  the  oath  of  blood,"  and  would  sufi^r.  them- 
selves to  be  sunk  before  they  would  strike  their 
colors.  .  That  the  Briiish  have  captured  and  de- 
sHeyed  many  of  the.  Froooh  shipfof-tbe-Une  in 
battle,  by  their  superior  force,  I  readily  adtpit,  hut 
that  they  had  ^aid  dearly  for  it,  candor  must  al- 
low. The  light  ships,  sloops  of  war,  and  priva- 
teers of  .France,  however,  ha-ve  greatly  distressed 
the  British- corarmeree  by  capturetfto  an  Immense 
.amount, and  yet  Qrdat  Britain,  although  itf  si|^ht 
of-  her,  had  not  been  able  to  prevent  it,  although 
France  had  scarcely  a  efaip-of-the-lioe  upoa  the 
ocean ;  so  that,  by  examining  the  Yiaval  history  of 
France  and  fiaglaUd,  we  are  rather  encouraged  to 
provide  this  force ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  v^ote  for 
this  bill,  although  we  have  been  told,  (though  not 
vby  the  gentleman  from  South  X?aroliha;  that 
'^  England  is  fighting  the  battles  ofthe  world,'^as 
we  well  know  she  is  plundering  the  commerce  of 
the  greater  part  of  it. 

Sir,  that  our  iMvkl  officers  hare  distinguished 
themselves,  is  proudly^admitted  by  us  all,  and  that 
-  to  secure  tlie  restbratloh  of  American  impressed 
leameo  l^j^reprisals  on  British 'subjects,  and  their 
ezchaoge  for  out  citizens  groaning  in  bondage, 
would  gladden  theiieart  of  every  honest  t&r,  as  #eU  • 
AS  every  real  American;  liiope  shortly  to  see  real- 
ized. Out  naval  .officers,  for  so  nohle-a  purpose, 
would  nobly  fulfil  their  ^*oath  of  blood,"  an  oath, 
taken  by  every  officer  of  the  army  and  navy  when 
he  takes  his  eomm'ission.  "  Blood  for  l>loDd,"  is 
an  iajupction  of  onr  holy  religion ;  it  is^herefore  a 
christian  duty.  IcecoUect,  about  the  commence 
ment  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  reading  a' ser- 
mon preached  in  Virginia,  I  think  by  a  Mr.  Davis, 
to  a  body  of  troops  just  marching  agaii^t  the  In«' 
dians,  who  had  bi^ea  imbruing  thciir  4ianda  in  the 


blood  of  1  heir  countrymen  .'On  the  frontiers— on 
this  text—"  Cursed  be  hiixi  who  doeth  the  work  of 
the  Lord  deceitfully,  and  cursed  be  him  that 
keepeth  back  his  sword  fjrom  blood."  ^  And  does 
not  the  murder  of  American  seamen  call  as  lood 
for  justice? 

SiV,  I  am  really  surprised  ^that  this  gentleman 
should  deny  this  small  naval  reinforcement  to 
our  little  navy ;  whose  officer;,  he  tells  as,  are  so 
brave,  -^anl  sure  if  onr  army  was  inferior  to  the 
opposing  force,  he  would  make  it  at  least  equal  to 
that  of  tb6  enemy^  1  think  if  he  will  not  grant 
this  additional  force  because  it  would  be  destroyed 
by  the  enemy;,  he.  upon  hiaown  principles,  is  bound 
to  lay  up  our  little  navy  in  ordinary,  to  save  it  also 
from  destruction. 

Sir,' to  magnify  ourdifficukies  lie  tells  us,  if  we 
had  tbis  additioual  force  wecould  not  get  seamea 
to  man  them  withQUt  starving  them  into  it^  or  by 
impressment ;,  against  which  he  entered  his  pro- 
test.  .  * 

I  have  never  beard  before  cf  any  difficulty  in 
>nannlbg  our  frigates  in  times  of  peace ;  and  I  am 
very  confident  ihatin  time  of  war,  wheoihe  valor 
and  patriotism  of  our  apame^  was  in  requisition, 
dod  the  rich  prize  harvest  was  before  them,  there 
Would  be  less-difficulty. 

Although  I  should  join  in  protesting  against  the 
irapressment  of  American seamen>,  which  is  a  par- 
tial official  demarkation  of  partictilar  persons,  by 
ihe  capricious  selection  of  the  ofiicer  ;  yet,  sir,  I 
oan  see  no  principle  of.  discrimination  between  a 
fiiir  draught  of  seamen,  to  defend  their  country  oa 
their  "i^lement^  the.  water,  and  of 'ihiltiiamen  to 
defend  .their  country  on  the  land ;  though,  1  hope, 
the  patrioti'sDl  t>f  tl^e^  sons  of  America  wiU  never 
maire  a  draught  Ja  either  ckse  necessary. 
"*  Alihoufh,  sir,  this  gentleman  has  so  powerfnlly 
opposed  this  proposed  additional  force.  I  think  if 
^  his  vargomeuts  are  fairly  examined,  the  United 
States  cannot  sustain -any  material  loss  by  its 
adoption,  or  he  has  expressed'  a  very  unkind  dis- 
position to « the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  in 
their  individual  rapacities,  whose  interest  he  af- 
fect9 .80  sedulously  to  protect  in  their  national 
cbarae4er. 

He  has  told  as, "  that  the  letters  of  marqqe  and 
privateers  of  tlie  qitizens  of  the  United  States  will 
destroy  the  British  commerce  $  he  will  trust  to 
them."  What,  sir,  does  he  wi«h  ttiat  natioaal 
wrongs  should  be  redressed  by  individual  enter- 
prisCj  without  leading  the  little  aid  contemplated  1 

Sir,  if  private  citizens  can  make  a  profit  by  fit- 
ting out  privateers^  by  the  amoa«c  of  their  prizes, 
wlH  not  the  frigates  contemplated,  fitted  out  by 
the  natipn,  be  ah  likely  to  succeed?  Can  the 
United  States,  when  the  timber  is  prepared  and 
the  ordnance  ready,  ieel -greater  difficulties  than 
the  individual,  who  will  be  obliged  to  provide 
every  material  for  the  special  occasion,  and  which 
will  be  no  longer  useful  to  him  ? 

Sir,  the  genilamhn  has  demonstrated,  that  the 
voting  these  frigates  must  be  expedient,  or  that  he 
wished  to  invorve  private  adventcirers  in  an  ua- 
profitable  enterprise,  to  prbniote  the  public  good. 
His  oQcial  zeal  to  preserve  the  treasure  of  his 
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cooDtry  has. made  him  forget  the  interest  of  his 
countrymen.    He,  sir,  in  his  conclusion  made  an 
^       unfortunate  remarkj  that  we  have  "a  noble  foe," 
to  contend  with,  and  ou^ht  to  act  with  ^ecu- 
liar  caution.    ^*A  noble  foe,"  Mr.  Speaker  I    U  the 
,       most  flagrant  violation  of  our  neutral  corameree, 
;       by  its  indiscriminate  pluuder,  be."ftoble;"  if  the 
most  unhallowed,  piratical  "practice  of  impressing 
native  Americaa  seamen  be '^ noble;"  if  the  com- 
pelling impressed  native  American  seamen  to  shed 
the  blood  of  their  country,  be  "noble;"  if  mur- 
dering and  hanging;  American  seamen  in  cold 
bloody  be  "noble;"  if,  after  firing  the  first  shot,  the 
filing  it  on  us;  by  the  perjuries^  of  a  whole  crew, 
be  "  noble,"  they  are  certainly  a  nation  of  nobles! 
But,  sir,  I  differ  most  cordially  with  that  gentle- 
man in  their  being  a  noble  foe — 1  really  consider 
'       them  a  band  of  perjured  piratical  plunderers, 
I       murderers,  and  se^-robbers/and  t  feel  no  hesita- 
'      tion  in -declaring  them  an  i^nob^foe^  whom  1 
hope  very  sooto  to  see  cliastlseJ  by  the  strong  arm 
'      of  aveni^ing  JHstice.  '    '    . 

Mr.  Q,DiNCY.-^Mr.  Speakei*,  t  rise  fo  address 

•      you,  on  tbis  occasion,  with  no  affected  diffidence, 

'      and  with  many  doubts  concerning  the  expediency 

'       of  taking  any  part  in  this  deblite.    On  the  one 

hand,  the  subject  has  bjeen  discussed  with  &  zeal, 

I      industry,  and  Ulea-t,  which  leave  but  liale  scope 

I      for  novelty,  either  io  topic  or  illustration.    On  the 

I       other  hand,  arguments  trom  this  side  of  the  Housej 

10  favor  of  this  question,  are  received  with  so  nat- 

I       ural  a  jealousy,  that  I  know  not  whether  more 

may  not  be  lost  than  Rallied  by  so  unpropitious  a 

I       support. .  Indeed,  sir,  if  this  subject  had4>een  dis- 

[       cussed  oti  narrow  or  temporary  or  party  princi- 

fles,  1  should  have  been  silent.  On  such  ground^ 
could  not  condescend  to  debate — Icoul^  not  hope 
to  influence.  But,  the  scale  of  discussion  has  been 
enlarged  and  liberal — relative  rather  to  the  gen- 
eral system,  than  to  the  particular  exigency.  In 
almost  every  respect,  it  has  been  honorable  to  the 
House,  ^nd  auspicious  to  the.  prospects  of  the 
nation.  In  such  a  state  of  feeling  and  sentiment, 
I  could  not  refrain  ftom  indulging  the  hope  that 
suggestions,  even  from  soXavorite  a  quarter,  would 
be  received  with  candor— ^perhaps  with  attention. 
And,  when  J  consider  the  de^  interest  whiqh  the 
State  from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Rep- 
resentative has,  according  to  my  apprehension,  m 
the  event,  I  cannot  permit  the  opportunity  entirely 
to  pass,  without  bringing  ny  small  tribute  of 
reflection  to  the  general  stock  of  the  Housfe. 

The  object  J  shall  chiefly  attempt  to  enforce,  is, 
the  necessity  and  duty  of  a  systematic  pi'otection 
of  our  maritime  rights,  by  maritime  means.  I 
would  call. the  thoughtful  and  intelligent  men  of 
this  House  and  nution  to  th^  coutempTation  of  the 
essential  connexion  betvveen  a  naval  force,  pro- 
portionate to  the  circumstances  of  our  $eacoast,* 
the  extent  of  qur  commerce,  and  the  inherent  en- 
terprise of  our  people :  I  say,  sir,  I  would  call  them 
to  the  contemplation  of  the  essential  connexion 
between  such'  a  naval  force  and  the  safety,  pros- 
perity, and  existence,  of  our  Union.  In  the  course 
of  my  observations,  and  as  a  subsidiary^ argument, 
I  shall  also  attempt  to  show  .the  connexion  be- 


tween the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  a  system- 
atic maintenance  of  onr  maritime  ]rights,by  mar- 
itime means,  and'relief  from  .our  present  national 
embarrassments.  ^ 

I  confessio  you,  Mr.  Speaker,'!  never  can  look-i^ 
indeed,  in  my  opinion,  no  American  statesman 
ought  ever  to  look-^on  any  question  touching  the 
vital  interests  of  this  natioti,  or  of  any  of  its  com- 
'poneht  parts,  without  keeping  at  all  times  in  dis- 
tinct view  the  nature  of  our  political  association, 
and  the  character  of  the  independent  sovereign- 
ties which  compose  it.  Among  States^  the  only 
sure  and  peroMnent  bond  of  union  is  interesL, 
And  the  vital  interests  of  States,  although  they 
may  be  sometimes  obscured,  can  never,  for  a  vfery 
long  time»  be  misapprehended^  The  natural  pro-  ', 
tection  which  the  essential  interests  of  the  great 
component  parts  of  our  political  association  require 
will  be  sooner  or  later  understood  by  the  State/i' 
concerned  in  those  interests.  If  a  protection,, upon- , 
System,  be  not  provided,  it  is  impossibly  th»t  di^- 
contentsKpuId  not  result.  *  At)d  need  I  tell  states- 
men, that,  when  |^reat  local  diseontent^  is  com-' 
bined  in  those  sections  with  great  physical  power, 
and  with  acknowledged  portions  of  sovereignty^ 
the  inbred  ties  of  nature  will  be  too  st^onff-for  the  . 
artificial  ties  of  parchment  compact.  Hence  it 
results  that  the  essential  interests  of  the  great  com-, 
poneni  parts  of  our  association  oustht  to  be  the 
polar  lights  of  h\\  our  statesmen — by  them  they 
should  guide  their  course,  n  According  to  the  bear- 
ings and  variations  of  those  lights,  should  the 
statesmeii  of  st^eh  a  country  adjust  .their  policy-^ 
alwHys  bearing  in  mind  two  assurances,  as  funda- 
menul  principles t>f  acttoU)  which  the  nature  of 
things  teaches,  that^  although  temporary  eircum- 
'standes— party  spirit,  local  rivalries,  personal  jeal- 
ousies, suggestions  of  subordinate  interests — may 
weaken,  or  even  destroy,  for  a  tfme,  the  influence 
of  the  leading  and  permanent  interests' of  any 
great  section  of  the  country;,  yet  those  interests 
iriost  ultimiately  and  necessarily  predominate,  and 
swallow  up  all  these^local  and  temporary  and  per- 
sonal and  subordinate  considerations ;  in  other 
words,  the  minor  interests  will  soon  begin  torealr 
ize  ihe  essential  connexion  which  exists  between 
their  prosperity  and  the  prosperity  of  those  great 
interests  which,  in  such  sections  of  the.fountry, 
nature  has  made  predominant;  and  that'iio  polit- 
ical connexion  among  free  States  can  be  lasting, 
or  ought  to  be,  which  systematically  oppresses,  or 
systematically  refuses  to  protect,  the  vital  intej- 
ests  of  any  of  the  sovereignties  which  compose  it.' 

1  have  recurred  to  the^e  general  considerations, 
to  introduce  and  elucidate  this  principle,  which 
is  the  basis  of  my  ai^ument,  that,  as  it  is  the  in- 
cumbent duty  of  every  nation  to  protect  its  essen- 
tia interesls^,  so;  it  is  the  most  impressive  and 
critical  duty  of  a  nation,  composed  of  u  voluntary 
association  of  vast,  powerful,  and  independent 
States,  to  protect  the  essential  interests  of  all  its 
great  component  parts.  And  I  add^  that  this  pro- 
tection must  liot  be  formal  or  fictitious,  but  that 
jt  must  be  proportionate  to  the  greatness  of  those 
interests,  and  of  a  nature  to  give  content  to  the 
States  concerned  in  their  protection. 
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In  reference  to  this  principle,  the  coarse  ofmjr 
reflections  will  be  gaided  by  two  general  inqui- 
ries— the  nature  of  the  interest  to  be  protected, 
and  the  nature  of  the  protection  to  be  ei  tended. 
In  pursuing  these  inquiries,  I  shall  touch  very 
slightly,  if  at  all,  on  the  abstract  duty  of  protec- 
tion, which  is  the  very  end  of  all  political  associ- 
ations, and,  without  the  attainment  ofwhich,  they^ 
are  burdens,  and  no  blessings.  But,  I  shall  keep 
it  mainly  in  my  purpose  to  establish  the  connex- 
ion between  a  navat  force  and  commercial  pros- 
peritv;  and  to  show  the  nature  of  the  necessity, 
and  the  degree  of  our  capacity,  to  give  to  our  mar- 
itime rights  a  maritime  protection. 

In  contemplating  the  nature  of  the  interest  to 
be  protected,  thre^  prominent  features  strike  the 
eye,  and  direct  the  course  t>f' reflection,  viz :  its 
locality,  its  greatness,  and  its  permanency. 

The  localiry  of  any  great  interest,  in  an  associ- 
ation of  Slates,  such  as  compose  this  Union,  will 
be  a  circumstance  of  primary  importance,  in  the 
estimation  of  every  wise  statesman.  When  a' great 

•  interest  fs  equally  difi'used  over  the  whole  mass, 
it  mav  b^  neglected  or  oppressed  or  even  aban- 
doned, with  less  hazard  of  internal  dissension. 
The  equality  of  ^e  pressure  lightens  the  burden. 
The  common  nature  of  the  interest  remgve^  the 
causes  of  jealousy.  A  concern,  equally  afiecting 
the  happiness  of  every  part  of  the  nation,  it  is  nat- 
ural to  suppt>se,  is  equally  dear  to  all,  and  equally 
understood  by  all.  Hence  results  acquiescence 
in  any  artificial  or  political  embarrassment  of  it. 
Sectional  fears  and  suspicions,  in  such  case,  have 
no  food  for  support,  and  no  stimulant  for  activity. 
But,  it  is  far  otherwise  when  a. great  interest  is, 
from  its  nature^  either  wholly,  or  in  a  very  great 
proportion  iocai.  In  relation  to  such  a  local  inter-* 
est,  it  is  impossible,  that  jealousies  and  suspicions 
should  not  arise,  whenever  it  is  obstructed  byauy 
artificial  or  political  embarrassment ;  and  it  is  also 
impossible  that  they  should  not  be,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  just,  it  is  true,  of  the  wisest  and  the 
best  and  the  most  thoughtful  of  our  species,  ihat 
they  are  so  constituted  as  not  deeply  to  realize  the 
importance  of  interests  which  anect  them  not  at 
all,  or  very  remotely. .  Every  local  circle  of  States, 
as  well  as  of  individuals,  has  a  set  of  interests, 
in  the  prosperitv  of  which,  the  happiness  of  the 
section  to  wHicn  they  belbng  is  identified  ; — in 
relation  to  which  interests,  the  hopes  and  the  fears, 
the  reasonings  and  the  schemes,  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  such  sections  are  necessarily  fashioned  and 
conducted.^  It  is  morally  impossible,  that  those 
concerned  in  such  sectional  interests  shouJd  not 
look  with  some  degree  of  jealousy  on  schemes 
adopted  in  relation  to  those  interests,  and  proser 
cuted  by  men,  a  majority  of  whom  have  a  very 
remote  or  very  small  stake  in  them. .  And  this 

jealousy  must  rise  to  an  extreme  height,  when  the 
course  of  measures  adopted,,  wl^etiier  they  have 
relation  to  the  management  or  the  protection  of 
such. interests,  whoUv  contravene llie  opinions  and 
the  practical  experfence  of  the  persons  immedi- 
ately concerned  in  them.  This  course  of  reflect 
tion  has  a  tendency  to  illustrate  this  idea — that.  ■ 

as  in  every  political  association  it  is  of  primary 


importance  that  the  great  interests  of  each  local 
section  should  be  skilfully  and  honestly  managed 
and  protected,  so,  in  selecting  the  mode  as 4  means 
of  management  and  protection,  an  especial  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  pontent  and  rational  satis- 
faction of  those  most  deeply  concerned  in  sock 
sectional  interests.  Theories  and  speculations  of 
the  closet,  however  abundant  in  a  show  of  wii- 
dom,  are  never  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  place 
of  tho&e  principles  of  conduct  in  which  experience 
has  shown  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  soeh  inter- 
ests to  consist  Practical  knowledge,  and  chat 
sagacity  which  results  from  long  atlention  to  great 
interests,  bever  fail  to  inspire  a  jost  self-confi- 
dence in  relation  to  thqse  interests — a  confidence 
not -to  be  browbeaten  by  authority,  oor  circum- 
vented by  any  general  reasoning.  And,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  it  is  scarcely  of  more  im- 
portance that  the  course  adopted  should  he  wise, 
than  that  conteptand  rational  satisfaction  should 
be  given.      ^  .        . 

On  this  topic  6f  iocalitj,  I  shall  bonfioe  myself 
to  one  or  two  very  plain  statements,  fc  seems 
sufficient  to  observei  that  commerce  is,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  .the  leading  interest  of  more  than 
one-half,  and  that  it  is  the  predominaot  interest 
of  more  (ban  ope-thiVd,  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  States  north  of  the  Potomac 
contain  nearly  fourmillions  of  sonls ;  add  surely 
it  peeds  no  proof  to  convince  the  most  casual  oh- 
server)  that  the  proportion  which  the  commercial 
interest  bears  to  the  other  interests  of  that  great 
section  of  the  Union,  is  such  as  entitles  it  to  the 
denominiition  of  haaing  intere»t  The  States 
north  of  the  Hudson  contain  nearly  two  and  a  half 
millions  of  souls ;  and  surely  there  is  as  little  need 
of  proof  to  show  tha^  the  proportion  the  eomme^ 
cial  interest  bears  to  the  other  interests  of  that 
Northern  section  of  the  Union,  is  such  as  entitlei 
it  there  to  the  denomination  of  predomina/ing 
irUereiti.  In  all  the  country  between  the  Potomac 
and  the  Hudson  the  interest  of  commerce  is  so 
gr^at,  in  proportion  to  the  other  interests,  that  its 
embarrassmeiit  clogs  apd  weakens  the  energy  of 
every  other  description  of  industcy.  Yet,  ihe 
agricultural  and  ni^nuf^eturing  interests  of  this 
section  are  of  a  nature  and  a  magnitude,  both  in 
respect  of  the  staples  of  ihe  one  and  the  objects  of 
the  other,  as  render  them,  in  a  very  considerabla 
degree,  independent  of  the  commercial.  And, 
although  thev  feel  tjie  effect  of  the  obstraetion  of 
commerce,  the  feelin|r  may  be  borne  for  a  long 
time,  without  much' individual  suffering;  or  aof 
general  distress.  But,  in  the  country  north  of  the 
Hudson,  the  proportion  and  connexion  of  these 
great  interests  are  different  Both  agriculture  and 
manufactures  have  there  grown  up  in  more  inti- 
mate relation  to  commerce.  The  industry  of  that 
section  has  its  shape  and  energy  from  commer- 
cial prosperity.  To  the  construction,  the  supply, 
and  the  support  of  navigation}  its  manufactures 
have  a  direct  or  indirect  reference ;,  and  it  is  not 
very  different  with  its  agriculture.  A  country  di- 
vided into  small  farms,  among  a  population  great 
compared  with  its  extent,' requires  quick  crrcu- 
lation  aa4  easy  processes  in  the  exchange  of  its 
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comtDodities. .  Tl|n  can  only  be  obtained  by  aa 
active  and  prosperous  commerce. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  appreheDd  tbejocality 
of  the  commeteial  interest,  cast  y  oar  ^yes . upon  tl^e 
abstract  of  ton oag^— lately  laid  dpoD  oar  tables, 
accordiDg-to  annual  costom'^by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  Apd  itwill  be  found  that  the  aggre* 
gate  tonnage  of  the  United  States  ial,42i,000.  Of 
this,  there  is  owned—  .  'jy^n^. 

Between  the  Minisiftppi  and  the*P6totea'c  -  281,000 
Between  the  Potomsc  and  the  Aadson  -  881,000 
And  north  of  the  Hadson  -       ...     882,000 


Total. 


1^24,000 


If  this  tonnage  be  estimated,  new  and  old,  (as  it 
may,  without  extravagance  J  at  an  average  value 
of  fifty  dollars  per  ton,  ihe  total  aggr^ate  value 
of  the  tonnage  of  the  Upited  States  may  be  stated, 
in  round  numbers,  ar  $70,000,000;  Of  wlifch-^ 
Four-sevenths  areowned  notth  of  the  Had* 

■on,  equal  to       -        -     '  -        -        -  $40,Q00,€k)8 
Two-sevenths    are  owned  between  the   -    4 

Hudson  and  the  Potomac,  eqnal  to  *    ••  20,000,000' 
One-seventh  is  owned  south  of  tho  Poto^    . 

mac,  equal  to      •   '    -        -       v. ,     . .     10,000,C||DO 


Total      -        -        .  ;      .     .  .       ..  $70,000,000 


To  place  the  locality  of  this  interest  in  a  light 
still  more  striking  and  impressive.  I  state,  .that.it 
appears  by  that  abstract,  that  the  singk  State 
of  Masslichnsettaf  'alobe,  possesses  neady  half  a 
million  of  tonnage-^pvecisely,  ia  round  numbers, 
496,000  t^s— an  amouot«f  tonnage  equal,  within 
50,000  ton^i  to  the  whole  tonnage  owned  by  all 
the  Staiee  sputh  of  the  Hudson. 

I  refer. to  this  eieessive*  disproportioa  between 
the  tonnage  owned  in  different  States,  and  sec- 
tions of -the  Unitfd  States,  rather  as  a  typjs  than 
as  an  estimate  of '  the  greatness  of \the' com parar 
tive  disproportion  of  the  whole.commereial  inter- 
est in  those  respective  States  and  sections.  The 
truth  i^  this  is  much  greater  than  the  proportion 
of  tonnage  indicates,  inasm;jich  as  the  capital  and 
the  industry  occupied  in  finding  employmient  for 
this  great  amount  of  tonnage,  are  almost  whollv 
possessed  by  the  sections-  of  the  country  to  whicn 
that  tonnage  belongs.  A  satisfactory  estimate  of 
the  value  of  that  capital  add  industry  would  re- 
quire a  minntenesa  of^detai)  little  reco0cileable 
either  with  your  .patience,  or  with  the  necessitf 
of  the  preseat  argument.  Enough  hjis  been  s^id 
to  convince  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to' 
reflect  upon  the  subject,  thfit  the  interest  is,  in  its 
nature,  eminently  l6cal ;  that  it  19  'impossible  it 
•an  be  systematically  abandoned,  without  con* 
▼ulsing  that  whole  siection  of  countcy ;  and  that 
the  States  interested  in  this  commerce,  sd  vital  to. 
their  prosperity,  have  a  right  jlo  claim,  and  eugbt 
not  to  be  content  with  less  than,  efficient  pro- 
tection., r 

The  imperious  qature  of  this  duty  will  «be  still 
farther  enforced  by  considering  the  greatness  of 
this  interest.-  In  doinf  this,  I  prefet  to  [Nwsent  a 
single  view  of  it,  lest;  by  dietractiiig  the  attention 


with  a  ffreat  varietyW  particulars,  the  effect  of 
the  whole  should  be  lost  ia  the  multitude  of  details. 
Let  us  Inquire  into  the  amount  of  property  annu- 
ally exposed  to  maritime  depredation,  and  vdiat 
the  protection  of  it  is  worth  (o  the  natibn,  which 
is  its  proprietor*  An  estimate  of  this  kind'  must 
neoeasarilybe  very  loose  and  general;  but  itwili 
be  sufficiently  accurate  to  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  th& argument.  For,'  the  subject  is  of  that  mas- 
sive character,  that  a  inistake  of  many  ni  ill  ions 
makes  nc  material  alteration  in  the  conckision  to 
be  drawn  from  the  statement. 

^or  the  foholWiil^  estiolale  of  the  value  of  freight 
and  tonnage,  1  am  indebted  to  an  honorable  friend 
and  colleague,  (Mr.  Rbed«)  whose  information 
and  general  intelligence  concerning  commercial 
subjecu  are,  perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  those  of 
any  gentleman  m^  ei  ther  branch  'of  Congress : 

The*  total  dtport  of  the  United  States,  in 'the  TVea^ry 
year  ending  October  1, 1607,  was  $108,D00,D00 ;  that 
of  the  year  ending  October  1,1811,  was  $6i;000,000. 
(  The  average  value  exceeds  ^0^000,000.  Baft,  to 
avoid  all  cavil,  I  state  the  annual  average  value  of 
ezportaofthe  United  States  at   •        -$70,000^000' 

To  t^ifl^  add  the  annual  ajerage  valoe  of 
the  shipping  of  the  United  ^tates^  which, 

,   new  an^  old,  eannoi  be  leae^than  $50 

per  ton,  and  on  1,400,000.  tons,  ^  also    -    70,000,000. 

To  this,  add  the  annual  ajerage  value  of 
freight,  out  and  home,  which,  calculated 
en  voyages  of  all  desc/iption,  nu|y  be 
fairly  stated  at  $70  per  ton,  and  is       -    98,000,000 

To  this,  add  the  total  average  value  of  pro-  [ 
party  annually  at  risk,  in  our  coasting    • 
trade,  which  cannot  bV  less  than,  and 
probably  far, exceeds  -        •   .    -        -  100,dOO;000 

For  the  present  object,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  state  ihe  value  of  the  Mli  aud 
tn<<iM/ry  of  our  seamen  to  their  conntiy 
at  $000-  teoh»  whieb,  for  120^000  sea-   ■ 
men,  (the  unquestbnable  number,)  ia  •    60^000,000^ 


Making  a  gross  aggregate  of 


$309,000,000 


Our  seamen  are  also  the  subjects  of  annual  ex-  - 
po$ure.  The  value  of  thl^  hardy,  industrious,  and 
gen«l'0U8  race  of  men  is  hot  .10  be  estimated  in* 
money.  The  pride,  the  hope,  and  (if  you  would 
permit)  the  bulwark,  of  this  commercial.commu-. 
nity,  are  not  jto  be  put  •into  the  scale  a^iost  silvejr 
and  cold,  in  aoytnoral  or  political  estimate. 
.  Although  I  haye  no  question  of  theenthre  cor- 
rectness cS".  the  foregoing  calculation^  vet,  for  the 
pur^iQse  of  avoiding  everv  objection  wbich/migl^t 
arise  in  relation  to  the  value  of  freight  or  tonnage, 
I  put  out  of  the  question  ninety-miUions  of  the 
estifuato,  and  state  the  amount  of  annual  mari-  • 
time  exposure  at  only  $300,000,000.  To  this,  must 
^e  added  the  value  of  ll^e  property  on  our  sea* 
board — of  al|  the  lives  of  our  citizens — and  of  all 
the  cities  and  habitations  on  the  coast,  exposed  to 
instant  insult  and  violation,  from  the  most  con- 
temptible maritime  plunderer.  No  man  can  think 
that  I  am  extravagant,  if  I  add.  on  , this  account, 
an  amount  e<|ual  to  that  annually  exposed  at  sea, 
and  state  the  whole  amount  of  maritime  and  sea- 
coast  expooare,  in  round  numbers^  at  $600,000,000.  ^ 
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I  am  aware  that  this  estimate  ialls  short  of  the 
reality.  1  know  that  the  safety  of  our  domesCic 
hearths  aqd  oar  altars,  and  the  security  of  all  the 
dear  aad  tender  objects  of  affection  and  duty  which 
sarroand  ihem,  are  beyond  the  reach  of  pecuoi'* 
arv  estimates.  Bat  I  lay  these  considerations  out 
of  the  question,  and  simply  inquire,  what  is  the 
worth  of  a  rational  degree  of  security  in  times  of 
war  for  an  amuunt  of  property,  considering  it 
merelj  as  an  interest  to  be  insured  at  the  market 
jrate  of  the  worth  of  protection.'  Suppose  an  indi- 
Tidual  had  a  property  at  risk,  which  in  time  of 
peace  was  subject  to  so  much  plunder  and  insult, 
and  in  time  of  war  was  liable  to  be  swept  away, 
would  he  not  be  deemed  unwise,  or  rather  abso- 
lutely mad,  if  he  neglected,-  at  the  annual  sacri- 
fice of'one  or  two,  or  even  three  per  cent.,  to  obtain 
for  this  property  a  very  high  degree  of  security — 
as  hif  h,  perhaps  astbeDivioewill  permits  man 
to  enioy^,  in  relatioa  to  the  possessions  of  this  life ; 
which,  according  to  the  fixed  dispensations  of  his 
Proriaence,  are  necessarily  uncertain  and  transi- 
tory ?  But  suppose  that  instead  of  one,  two^  or 
nbree  per  cent.,  he  could,  by  the  regular  airnual 
application  of  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  the  property  at  risk,  obtain  a 
security  thus  high  and  d^irable ;  to  what  language, 
of  wonder  and  contempt  would  such  an  individ- 
ual subject  himself,  whc,  at  so  small  a  sacrifice, 
would  refuse  or  neglect  to  obtain  so  important  a 
blessing !  *  What,  then,  shall  be  said  of  a  nation 
thus  neglecting  and  thus  refusing  when  toitattach 
not  only  all  the  considerations  of  interest  and  pre- 
servation of  property  which  belong  to  the  indi- 
vidual, but  other,  and  far  higher,  and  more  im- 
pressive— such  'as>  the  maintenan.ee  of  its  peace, 
of  its  honor,- the  safety  of  the  lives  of  its  citizens, 
of  its  seaboard  from  devastation,  and  even,  per- 
•  haps,  of  its  children  and  females  frdm -massacre 
«or  brutal  vi6lence !  Is  there  any  language  of  con- 
tempt and  xletestation  too  strong  for  such  blind 
infatnation — ^such  palpable  improvidence?  l^or, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  two^thirds  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount  of  property  thus  annually 
exposed  is  f4,000.000 ;.  the  annual  systematic  ap- 
propriation of  which  amount  would  answer  all 
the  purposes  and  hopes  of  commerce — of  your 
« cities  and  seaboard. 

Bat,  perhaps,  the  greatness  of  this  interest,  and 
our  pecuniary  ability  to  protect  it,  may  be  made 
more  strikingly  apparent  by  a  comparison  of  our 
commerce  with  that  of  Britain,  (n  the  sinsle  par- 
ticular of  export.  I  state,  then;  as  a  fact,  of  which 
.any  man  may  satisfy  himself  by  a  reference  to  M.c- 
Pherson's  Annals  of  Commerce,  where  the  tables 
'  of  British  export  may  be  found,- that,  taking  the 
nine  years  prior  to  the  war  of  our  Revolution— from 
1766  to  1774,  Inclusive— the  total  average  export 
of  Great  Britain  was  £16,000,000  sterling  ;  equal 
to  971,000,000— an  amount  less,  by  $10,000,000, 
than  the  present  total  average  export  of  %he 
United  States.  And  again,  jaking  ctie  nine  years 
beginning  with  1789,  and  endiog  with  1797,  in- 
clusive, the  total  annual  average  export  of  Great 
Britain  was  £24,000,000  sterling— equal  to  $106,- 
000,000-^which  is.  less,  by  $2,000,000,  than  the 


total  export  of  the  United  BtaCes  in  1807.  It  is 
true,  that  this  is  the  official  value  of  the  Sritisk 
export,  and  that  the  real  valve  is  somewhat  higher 
—perhaps  thirty  per  cent.  This  circumstance, 
altnough  it  in  a  degree  diminishes  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  Americad  to  the  British  commerce, 
in  point  of  amount,  doe:»  not  materially  afifect  the 
argument.  Upon  the  basis  of  her  commerce. 
Great  Britain  maintaius'a  maritime  force  o(  800 
or  1,000  vessels- of  wan  And  will  it  be  seriously 
<;ontended,  that,  upon  the  basis  of  a  commerce 
like  ours,  thus  treadioe  Upon  the  jie^of  British 
greatnfiiss.  We  are  absolutely  without  the  abilitv  of 
maintaioing  the  security  of  our  seaboard,  thesatety 
of  our  cities,  and  the  unobstructed  course  oi  our 
coasti ng  trade  ?*  • 

By  recCirring  to  the  permanency  of  this  inter- 
est) the  folly  and  madness  of  this  negligence  ani 
misplaced  meanness — for  it  does  not  deserve  the 
name  of  eeonomy — will  be  still  more  4istinciif 
exhibited.  •  If  this  cojpimerce  were  the  mushrooa 
grqwth  of  a  night — if  it  had  its  vigor  -Uoza  the 
temporary  excitement  and.the  accumulated  oatri^ 
meat  which  wjArring  elements  in  Europe  hadswept 
from  the  places  of  their  natural  depoaite— then, 
in(jteed,  there  mjght  be  some  exquse  for  a  tempo- 
rizing policy  touching  so  transitory  ao  interest^ 
But  commerce  in  the  Eastern  States  is  of  no  for^ 
eign  growth,  and  of  no  adventitious  seed^  iuroot 
is  of  a  nbre  li^hich  almost  two  eeDlnries  hare 
noDrisbed  \  and  4he'  perpetuity  of  its  destiny  is 
written  in  legrble  characters,  as  well  in  the  nature 
of  the  country,  as  in  the  dispositioo  oC  its  inhab- 
itants. Indeed,  sir,  look  along  your  whole  coast, 
from  Passamaquoddy  to  Capes  Henry  and  CharleL 
and  behold  the  deep  and  far-winding  creeks  aid 
inlets,  tlie  noble  basins,  the  prcfjecting  headlands, 
the  majestic  rivers ;  and  those  sounds  and  bays, 
which -are  more  like  inland  seas,  thaa  anything 
called  by  those  'names  in  other  quarters  of  the 
globe  I  Can  |iny  man  dotbis,  aad  not  realize  that 
the  destiny  of  the  people  tikrhabiting  such  a  couu- 
tiy  is  essentially  maritime  1  Can  any  nian  do 
this,  witboot  being  impressed  by  the  coavictioo, 
that,  although  the  poor  projects  of  pt>liuciaDs  may 
embarrass,  for  a  timej  the  dispositions  growing 
out  of  the  condition  of  such  a  eountry,  yet,  that 
nature  will  be  too  strong  for  cobweh  regulations, 
and  will  vindicate  her  rights  with  certain  effect— 
perhaps  with  awful  (Perils?  No  nation  ever  did 
or  ever  ought  to  resist  sudi  allurements  and  invi- 
tations to  a  particular  mode  of  industry.  The 
poVposes  of  Providence  relative  lo  the  desiinauon 
of  men  are  to  be  gathered  from  the  circomstauces 
in  which  his  beneficence  has  placed  them;  and  to 
refuse  to  make  ude  of  the  means  of  prosperity 
which  his  goodness  has  put  into  our  hands,  what 
is  it  but  spurning  at  his  bouhty,  and  rejecting  the 
blessings  v^ich  hii  infinite  wisdom  has  designated 
for  us,  by  the  very  nature  of  his  allotmenU  ?  The 
employments  of  industry,  connected  with  navi- 
gation and  commercial  enterprise,  are  precious  to 
the  people  of  that  quarter  of  the  countrv,  by  an- 
cient prejudice,  noi  less  than  reoent  profit.  The 
occupation  is  rendered  dear  and  venerable,  by  all 
the  cherished  associattaut  of  our  infancy,  and  all 
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the  sage  ibnd  pradeiitial  maxims  of  oar  anee^ors. 
And,  as  to  the  lessons  of  eacouragemeDt,  derived 
from  receat  ezperiencVj  what ''nation,  within  a* 
similar  period,  erer  received  so  many  that  were 
sweet  and  salutary  ?  What  nation,  in  to  short  a 
time,,  erer  before  ascended  to  such  a  height  of 
commercial^grea.tness?  '  .     -.     . 

It  has  been  said,  by  some  ]Yhilosopher^  of  the* 
other  hemisphere,  that  Natures  in  this  New  World, 
had  worked  ))y  a  sublime  scale ;  that  our  moun- 
tains «ixd  rivers  and  lakes  were,  lieyondali  com- 
parison, greater  than  anvthihg  the  Old  Worid 
could  boast  of;  thai  she  nad  her^  made  nothing 
diminutive,  extupt  its  animals.  And  «ngfat  we^ 
not  to'  fear  that  the  bitterness  of  this  sarcasm' 
should  be  concentrated  on  gor  country  by  a  course 
of  policy  wholly  unworthy  of  th^  n^agnitude  and- 
nature  of  the  interests  committed  to<oUr  gbardian^ 
ship  ?  H«ve  we  not-  reason  to  fear'  that  9ome 
future  cynic,  with  an  asperity  which  truth  shall' 
make  piercing,  will  declare  that  «ll  things  in  the 
United  States  Are  great,  except  their  ^UUeBinen; 
and  that  we  are  pigi)fries,towhom  Providence  has 
intrusted,  for  soipe  inscrutably  purpose,  gigantic 
latKprs  %  .  ,Can  we  d^ny  the  justice  of  such  sever- 
ity of  remark,*  if,  instead  of  adopting  a  'scale  of 
thooght^nd:  a  standard  of  action*  propcn-tioQate  to 
the  greatneas  of  our  trust,  and'the/multtpH^d  ne- 
cessities of  the  people,  we  bring  to  our  $ask  the 
mere  measures  of  professional  industry,  attd  mets 
out  contributions  for  national  safety  by  our  fee- 
tables,  our  yard«Bticks,  and  our  gill- pots?  .  Can- 
we  refrain  from  subscribing*  to  the' truth  of 'such 
censure,  if  we  do  not  rise,-  in  some  degree  to  the 
height  of  our  obligations,  and  teach  oursekves  to 
conceive,  add  with  the  people  to  realize,  ^he  vast- 
ness  of  those  relations  which  ate  daily  sprii^ng 
up  among  States  Whitsh  are  not  so  mucJ&  one 
empire  as  a  congregation  of  empires?' 

Having  concMided  what  i  intended  td  suggest, 
■  in  relation  to  the  uatnre  of  the  interest  to  be  pro- 
tected, I  proceed  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
tection which  it  is  our  duty  to  extetod.  And'here, 
Mr.  Speaker,  \  ani  necessitated  to -make  an  observ;^- 
tion  which  ii  so  simpleand  so  obvious,.that  were  it 
not  for  the  arguments- urged  against  the  principle 
of  maritime  protection,  1  should  have  deemed- tha 
inere  mention  of  it  to  require  an  apology.  The 
remark  is  this  2  that  rights,  in  their  nature  local^ 
can  only  be  maintained  where  they  exist,  and  not 
where. they  do  not  exist.  If  you  had  a  field  to 
defend  in  Qeorffia,  it  won  Id  .be  very  strange  to  put 
up  a  fence  ii» 'Massac h'usetls.  And  yet,  how  does 
this  differ  ^rom  iniutdiog  Canada,  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  our  maritime  rights?  I  beg  not  to 
be  understood)  Mr.  Speaker^  by  thitf  remark,  a^ 
I  intending  to  chill  the  ardor  for  the  Canada  expe- 
^  dition.  It  is  very  true^  that,  to,  possess  ourselves 
I  of  the  Canadas,  and  Not»  Sct>tia,*and  their  de- 
f  pendencies,  it  would  c^t  these  .United  States,  at 
^  the  least  estimate,  $5CMX)0,000 ;  and  that  Great 
^  Britain's  national  pride,  and  her  pledge  of  prptec- 
f  tion-to  the  people  oi  that  country,  being  put  out 
^  of  the  question,  she  would  sell  yoa  the  whole  te»- 
I  ritory  for  half  tj^e  money.  I  make  no  objection, 
f       howerer,  on  this  ^ceonc.    On  the  contrary,  for 


the  purposes  or>the  present  argument,  I  may  admit 
that  pecuniary  calculation  ought  to  be  put  out  of 
the  field,  when  spirit  is  tb  be  shown,  or  honor 
vindicated.  I  only  design  to  inquire  how  our  mar- 
itime rights  are  protected  by  such  invasion.  Sup- 
pose that  in  every  land-project  you  are^  success- - 
ful — suppose  both  the  Canadas,  Cluebec,  Halifax, 
everything  to  the  'North  pole,  yours  by  fair  con- 
quests—are your  rights  on  the  ocean>  therefore,- 
secure  ?  Dpe?  your  Bag  float  afterwards  ib  honof  t 
Are  your- seamen  sam  from  impresament  ?  Is 
your  course  along  the  highway -of  nations  unob- 
structed. No  one-  pretends  it.  Na  one  has  or  can 
show,  by  any  logical  deduction,  or  any  detail' of 
fftcts,  that  the  loss  of  those  countries' would  so 
compress.  Great  Britain. as  to  induce  hef  to  aban- 
don for  one  htuir  any  of  her  maritim'e  pretensions. 
What  then  results  ?  Why, sir^what  is  palpable 
as  the  day — that  maritime  rights  are  only  to  be 
maintained  by  maritiqae  means.  Thid  spceies  of 
protection  must  be  given,  or  all  clamor  about  mar^ 
itirae  rights  will  be  understood,  bf  the  people 
interested  in  ihem^  to  be  hollow' or  fake  $  or  (what 
is  worse)  an  intention  to  co*operate  with  the  ene-' 
mies  of  our  commerce  in  a  still  further  embar- 
rassment of  it.  .    •        * 

« While  I  am  on  thi^t  point,  I  cannot' refrain  frdm 
noticing  astAtnge  sQlecisoa  which  seems  to  pre- 
vail, touching  the  term  flag.  It  is>4alked  aboiH 
as  though  there  was  something  mysticalnn  its  very 
nature— as  though  &  rtigj  ^il'h  certain  stripes  and 
stars  upon  it,  tied  to  a  stick, and  called  aflag^  was 
a  wizard's  wand,  and  entailed  security  on  every*- 
thing  under  it,  or  within  its  sphere.  A  flag  is  the 
evidence  of  power.  A  land  flag  is  the  evidence  of 
land  power;- a  maritime  flag  is  the'evidenceofmar- 
ilime  power.  You  may  have  a  piece' of  bunting 
upoE^  a  staff,  aod  call  it  aflag^  but,  if  you  have  no 
maritime  power  to  maintain  it,  yon  have  a  name, 
but  no  reali.ty ;  you  have  the  shado^w,  without  the 
substance  \  you  hiive  the  aign  of  a  flag,  but  in  truth, 
you  hate  no  flag.  t      ,     . 

In. considering  this  subject  of  maritime  protec* 
tion,  I  shall  recrur  ^o  the  nature  and  degree  of  it, 
and'  to  -our  capacity,  to  extend  it.  And  ^here, .  wa 
are  always  met,  at  the  very  threshold,  with  this 
objection: /'A  naval  force  requires  mach  rime  to 

get  it  into  readiness,  and  the  exigency  will  be|jpast 
efore.tha  preparation  can  be  completed.''  This 
want  of  foresight^  in  times  past,  is  made  an  apol- 
Qgy  for  waAt  of  foresight}  in  the  time  present 
We  were  unwi^,  in  the  beginning,  and  uawke 
we  resolve  to  continue,  untilthe  end  of  the  chap- 
ter. We  refuse  to  do  anything  until  the  moment 
of  exigency,  and  then>it  is  'too  late.  Thus  out 
improvidence  is  made  sponsor  for  our  disinclina* 
tion.  But' what  is  the  law  of  nature  and  the  dic- 
tate of  wisdom,  oa  this  subject  ?  The  casualties 
of  life,  the  accidents  to  which  man  is:exposed,  are 
the  modes  established  •  by  Providence  for  ht«  in- 
struction. ThKisthela^bfour  nature.  Hence 
it  is  that  adversity  is  said  to-keep  a  school,  for  cer- 
tain people,^  who  will  learn  in  no  other.  '  Henca, 
too,  the  poet  likens  it  \o  '^a  toad,  ugly  and  veuQ- 
tnous,  which  bears  a  precious  jewel  in  his  head." 
AAd,'in  another  pkce,  bat  with  the  aamB  general 
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relation,  ^  out  of  this  thorn  danger;  we  ptiick  the 
flower  safety."  This  latr  h  just  as  relative  to 
nations, atf  it  is  to  individuals.  For,  notwithstand- 
ing-all  the  vaunting. of  statesmen,  thetf  whole 
basiness  is  to  apply  an  enlarged  common  sense  to 
the  affairs,  intrusted  to  their  management.  It^ts 
as  much  the  duty  of  the  rulers  of  a  State,  as  it  is 
Ifaat  of  an  iDdLvidual,  to  learn  wisdom  from  mis- 
fortune, and  to  draw  from,  every  particular  in- 
stance of  adversity,  those  roai^ioM  of  conduct,  by 
the  eollectibn  and 'Application  of  which,  our  in- 
tellectual and  moral  natures  are  distinguished  and 
elevated.  In' all  eases  of  this  kind,  the  incH^iry 
.cuigbt  to  bCf  is  the  exigency  peculiar,  or  is  it  gen- 
eral? Is  it  one,  in  which  humati  effort  is  una-* 
vailing,  i^nd  therefore,  requires  only  the  exercise 
ef  a  resignation  and  wise  submission  t6the  divine 
will;  or  is  it  one  which  5k<l),or  power,  may  Ifmit 
'Or  obviate  7  On  the  result  of  thrs  inquiry  our  ob- 
ligations depend.  For  when,  roan  conducts  to- 
wards a  gexvBral  evil,  as  though  it  were  peculiar-; 
orifrheo;  through  ignocance  or  pusillanimity, -'he 
neglects  to  use  the  means  of  relief,  or  pr<eveotion, 
to  the  extent  in  which  he  possesses  them;  if  be 
stretches  himself  out  in  a  stupfd  languor,  and  jre- 
fuses  to  do  anything  bedauae  he  finds  be  cannot 
-do'everything,  then  indeed  all  his'clamors  against 
the  course  of  nature,  or  the  conduct'of  others,  are 
bpt  artifices,  by  Which  he  woikd  conceal  from 
the  .world,'  perhaps  from  himself,- the -texture  of 
hU  own  guilt.  His  misfortunes  are,  io  such  case, 
bis  crimed.  Let  them  proceed  from  what  source 
they  will,  he  is  himselt}  Mi  least,  a  hand- worker 
in  the  fabric  of  his  bwn  miseries. 

Mr.  Speaker,  can  any  one. contemplate  the  ex- 
igency^  which  at  this  day  depresses  our  country, 
and  lor  one  niomeitt,i]eem  it  peculiar  ?  The  de- 
gree of  such  commercial  exigencies  may  vary, 
but  they  must  always  exist.  It  is  absurd  to' sup- 
nose  that  8u6h  a  population  as  is  that  of  the  At- 
lantic States  can  be  Either  driven  or  decoyed  from 
the  ocean.  .It  is  just  as  absurd  to  im;igine,  that 
wealth  will  not  invite  cupidity;  and  that  weak- 
ness will  not  insure  both  insuU  and  pluoder.  The 
circumstances  of  our  age  makes  this  truth  signally 
impressive.  Who  does  not  see,  in  the  conduct  of 
Europe,  a  general  xleparto re  from  those  common 
principles,  which  once  constituted  national  mo- 
rality ?  What  is  safe,  whieh  power  can 'seize,  or 
ingenuity; can  circumvent?  Or  what  truths 
more  palpable  than  these — that  there  is  no  safety 
for  national  rights,  but  in  the  national  arm;  and 
that  important  interests  systematically  pursued, 
must  be  systematically  protected. 

Touching  the  nature  and  degree  of  that^mari-* 
time  protection,  which  it  may  be  wise  in.t^is 
nation  to  extend  to  its  maritime  interests,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  our  exertions  should  rather  be  excited' 
ihan  gr^dnated,  by  the  present  exigency ;  that 
our  duty  is  to  inquire,  upon  a  general  scale,  what 
our  eommercial  citizens  have,  m  this  resect,  a 
right  to  claim;  and  what  is  the  unquestionable 
obligation  of  a  commercial  nation,  to  so  great  a 
class  of  its  interests.  For  this  purpose,^  my  obser- 
vations will  have  reference,  rather  to  the  prin- 
•iples  of  the  system,  than  to  the  provisions  of  th^ 


l^U  now  under  debate.  "Undoabtedly,  an  appro- 
priation for  the  buifdiag  often,  or  any  other  ad- 
ditional number  of  frigates,  would  be  so  distinct 
a  manifiestfftion  of  th^  intention  of  th6  National 
Legislature  to  extend  to  commerce  iu  natural 
protection,  a^in  itself  to  outweigh  any  theoretie 
preference^  for  a  maritime  force  of  .higher  char- 
acter. I  cannot,  therefore,  but  cardialTy  sapport 
an  appropriation  for  a  species  of  proteetioa  so 
important  and  desirable.  Yet  in  .  an  alignment, 
having  relation  ^o  the  system,  rather  than  to  the 
occasion^  I  trust,  I  shall  have  the  indulgeaee  of 
the  House,  if  my  course  of  reflections  akou&dtake 
9  wider  range  than  the  propositions  oa  the  taUe, 
and  embrace,  within  the  scope  of  remark,  the  gen- 
eral principles  by  which  the  nature, and  degree  of 
systematijBal  naval  pr4>tection  shoald  in  my  judg- 
ment be  regulated. 

-Here,  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  obeerve,that 
a  main 'Object  of  all  protection  is  satisf^etion  to 
the  persons,'  whose  interests  are  intended  to  be 
protebied..  *  And  to  this  object  a  peculiar  atteotioo 
ought  to.be  paid,  when* it  happens  that  themajor- 
ity  of  the  rulers  of  a  nation  are  jcom posed  of  per- 
sons, not  imrnediately  concerned  in  those  inteietti, 
and  not  g^neiaily  suspected  pf  having  an  over- 
whelming'  attachment  to  them.  In  sucb  a  state 
of  things,  it  is  pecuharLy  important  that  the  coorae 
of  conduct 'adopted  diould  be  such  as  to  indicate 
systeraaStic  intention  aa  to  the  end,  and  wiseadapu- 
tion  as  to  the  means.  For  in  no  other  way  can 
that  satisfaction  of' which' I  speak  result;  and 
whfch-  is,  in  a'taatiooai  point  of  view,  at  the  same 
time,  one^of  the  most  important  objects  of  Qov- 
ernment,  and  one  of  the  most  certain  evidences 
of^its  wisdom.  For  men,  interested  in  protection, 
will  always  deem  themselves^  the  best  judges  of 
the  nature  of  that  protection.  ^  And  as  soch  mea 
can  never  be  content  with  anything  short  of  ef- 
ficient protection^  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
object,  so  instinct,  not  less  than  reiison,  will  in- 
struct them  whether  the  meaas  you  employ  are, 
in  their  nature,  real  <or'  illusory.  Now,  in  order 
to  know  what  will  give  this  satisfactioo  to  the 
persons  interested,  so  desirable  both  to  them  and 
to  the  nation,  it  is  necessaey  to  inow  the  nature 
and  gradation  in -value  of  those-  interesu  and  to 
extend  protection,  not  so  much  With  a  larish  as 
with  a  discriminating  and  pai'entai  hand.  If  it 
happen  in  respect  of  any  interest,  as  it  is  acknowl- 
edged on  all  sides  it  is  at  present  the  case  with 
the  commercial,  that  it  cannot  be  protected  against 
all  the  world  io  the  uttermost  of  it^  greatness  and 
dispersion,  then  the  inquiry  occui:s  what  branch 
of  this  interest'is  most  precious  to  commercial 
men,  and  what,  is*  the  nature  of  that  protection 
which  will  give  to  it  the  highest  degree  of  cer- 
tainty of  which  its  nature  is  susceptible  ?  It  has 
been  by  the  result  of  these  two  inquiries,  ia  my 
mind,  that  its  opinion  has  been  determined  con- 
cerning the  objects  and  the  degree  of  protection. 

Touching  that  branch  of  interest  which  is  most 
precious  to  commercial  men, it  is  impossible  that 
there  can  be  any  mistake.  For  however  dear  the 
interests *of  property  or  of  life,  exposed  upon  the 
ocean,  may  be  to  their  owners  or  their  Iriends  ^ 
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yet  the  safety  of  oar  altars  aod  of  our  firesides,  of 
our  cities  and  of  our  seaboard,  raust^frotn  the  na- 
ture of  things,  be  ebtwined  into  the  afTeciionK  by 
ties  incomparably  more  strpng'  and  teader. .  And 
It  happens  that  both'oatronal  pride  and  honor  are 
peculiarly  identified  with  the.  support  of  these 
primary  objects. of  con(imercial*  jnterl^t. 
•  It  is  in  this  view,  I  sCate  that  Ihe- first  and  most 
important  object  of  the  nation  ought  to  be  such  a 
naval  force  assh^U  $ive  such^  degree  of  rational 
security,,  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  admits,  to 
our  cities^  and  seaboard,  and  coastiog  trade;  that 
the  system  of  maritime,  protection  oi^ghi  to  rest 
upon  this  basis  \  and  that  it  should  not  attempt  to 

f9  furtKer.  until  |hese  objeqts^are  secured.  *  An<l 
have  no  hesitation  to  declare',  that  until  such  a 
mtiritime  force  6e  systematically  ^maintained,  by 
this  nation,  it  shamefully  n^Iectsits  most  impor- 
tant duties  and  most  critical  interests. 

With  respect  to  tbe  nature'  and*  extent  of  this 
na^al  {brce,  sorn«  diH^re'nce  of  opinion  mi^y  arise, 
according  to' the  view'  taken  of  the  primary  ob- 
jects of  protection.  Kor,  myself,  (  cQnsid^r^  that 
those  objects  aire  first  to  be  protected,  in  th«  safe- 
ty of  wuich  the  national  character  and  happiness 
are  most  deeply  interested.  »'And  these  are  chiefly 
concernt^d,  beyond  all  question,  in  tbe  preserva- 
tion of  our  maritime  settlements  from  pillage  and ' 
our  coast  from  violence.  For.this  purpose^  ft  is 
requisite  that  there  should  be  a  ship  of  war  for 
the  harbor  of  every  ,^raal  city 'of  the  Uaited 
Statei«;^qU9l,  in  point. of  force,  to  the  usual  grade 
of  ships-of-the-line  df  the-  maritime  belligerents. 
These  ships  (night  l)e  so  iostructed  as  to  actsingl'y 
or  together^as  circumstances  might  require.  My 
reason  for  the  selection  of  this  speciet>  ^  fori:e  is, 
that  it  puts  every  city  and  great  harbor^of  the 
United  States  in  a  starte  of  security  from  tbe  insults, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  your  seatoast  from  the  dep- 
redation, of. ady  single  shipof  warof  any  nalion. 
Tu  these  ahould  be  adiled  a  ilumber  of  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels  of  war. "  By  such  ipeans.our 
coasting  trade  lu^Tght  be  protected,  the  moutlis  of 
our  harbors  secured  Qsx  paVtipnlar  that  of  tl^e  Mis- 
sissippi) from  the  bupcaneers  of  the  West  Indies, 
and,hereafter  perhaps,  from  those  of  Sooth  Arner- 
ica.  A  system  of  protection,  graduated  upon  a 
scale  so  conformable  to  the  nature  of  Che  country, 
and  to  the  greatness  of  the. commercial  itKterest, 
would  tend  to  quiet  that  spirit  of  jealousy  whicH 
so  naturally  and  s^j  ustly  begins  to  spring  up  among 
the  States.  Those  interested  in  aommerce  would 
care  little  what  local  influences  predominated  or 
how  the  bail  Of  power  vihr^ted  among  our  tac- 
tionsj  provided  ap  efficient  protection  of  their 
essential  inlerjests,  upon  systematic  principles,  was 
not  only  secured  by  tbe  letter  of -the  Constitution, 
but  a&iured  by  a  spirit  pej^vading  every  descrip- 
tion of  iheixrulera. 

But  it  is  said,  tha^t  "  we  have  nol  capacity  to 
maintaia  such  a  naval  force."  Is  it  want  of  pe- 
cuniary or  want  of  physical  capacity  7  In  rela- 
tion Co  our  pecuniary  capacity,^  I  will  not  conde- 
scend to  add  any  proof  to  tliat  pl^in  statement 
already  exhibited,  showing  that  we  have  an  an- 
nual commercial  exposure,  equal  to  six  hundred 
I2tli  Con.  IsISess.— 31' 


millions  of  dollars,  a'n^  that  (wo-thirds  of  one 
per  cent,  upon  this  amount  of  value,  or  four 
millions  of  dollars,  is  more  than  is  necessary,  if 
annually  and  systematically  appropriated,  for 
this  great  object ;  so  anxiously  and  rightfully 
desired  by  your  seaboard,  and  so  essential  to 
the  honor  and  obligations  of  the  nation^  I  will 
only  make  a  single  other  staleiment,  by  w'ay  of 
illustrating  the  smallness  of  the  annual  appropri-  - 
atioDs,  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  this  im- 
portant pinpose.  The  annual  appropriaton  of 
one-sixth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount' of  the 
value  q£  the  whole  annual  commercial  exposure, 
(one  million  of  dollars,)  is  sufficient  to  build  ia 
two  years,  six  serenty-four  gun  ships  j  and  taking 
the  averagee^pense  m  peace  afid  war,  the  annual 
appropriation  pf  the  same  sum  is  sufficient  to. 
maintain  them  aftecward^j  in  a  condition  for  ef- 
ficient service.  This  objectioQ  of  pecuniary  ina-- 
bilityj  may;  be  beliered  io  the  interior  country, 
where  the  greatness  of  the  commercial  property 
and  all  the  tender  obligations  connected*  with  its 
jjreservation.'are  notrealized.  But,  in  the  cities 
and  in  the  commercial  States,  the  extent  of  the 
natrqnarresources  is  more  truly  estimated.  They^ 
know  t)ie  maepitude  of  the  interests  at  stake  and 
fheir  essential^  elaun  to  protection.  Why,  sir, 
were  we  seriously  to  urge  (his  objection  of  pe- 
cuniary iDcajSRicity,  to  the  commercial  men  of 
Nlaseachusetts,  they  would  laugh  us  to  scorn.  Let 
me  state  a  single  fact*  In  the  year  1745,  the 
State,  (hen  the  culony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  iA- 

'6lud6d  a  popu^tion  of  220,000  souls,  and  yet.  in 
that  infant  state  of  the  country,  it  owned  a  fleet 
consisting  of  three  ships^  onc'of  which  carried 
twenty,  guns,  three  snows,  one  brig,  and  three 
sloops  5  being  an  aggregate  often  vessels  of  war. 
Thftse  partook  x>f  the  dangers,  aild  shaped  io  the 
glory;  of  that  expedition  which  tefrminated  with 
the  surrender,  of  LQuisbui^.  Comparing  tbe 
population,  the  extent  of. territory,  the  6apitai,and 
all  the  6ther  resources  of  this  great  nation,  with 

'the  narrow  means  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts 
at  that  period  of  its  history,  jt  is- not  extravagant 
to  asserc,'that  thie  fleet  it  then  possessed,  in  pro^ 

'Tportioj)  to  its  pecuniary  resources,  was  greater 
than  would  be,  in  proportion  to  the  resources  of 
the  United  Stales,  ic fleet  of  fifty  saU-of-the-line 
and  one  hundred' frigates.  With  what  language 
of  wonder  and  admiration  does  that  great  orator 
and  prince  of  mpral  statesmen.  Edmund  Burk^, 

•in  his  speech  for  conciliatior^  wtih  America, speak 
of  the  commerce  and  enterprise  of  that  people  \ 
"When  we  speak  of  the  Commerce  with  oar 
'  colonies,  fiction  lags  after  truth ;  invention  ia 
t  uofruiCFui^  and'icDagination  cold  and  barren." 
"No.  sea  but  what  is  vexed  rwith  their  fisheries. 
'  No  'cliifiate  that  is  not  witness  to  their  toils.- 

*  K«ithe^  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the 

*  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dextrous  and  firm 
I  sagacity  of  Epglish  enterprise,  ever  carried  this 

*  tnosl  perilous  m\)de  of  hard  industry  to  the  ex- 
'  tent  lo^hichlt  has  been  pushed,  by  this  recent 
'  people )  a  pebple  who  arc  still,  as  it  were,  but 
^'ib  tnegrisile  and  not  yet  hardened  into  the  oone 

*  of  manhood.'^    And  bhall  the  descendants  of 
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such  a  peqple  be  told  that  iheir  commercial  rights 
are  not  worth  defending,  that  the -national  arm  is 
not  equal  to  their  protection  ?  Ajid  this  too,  aftef 
the  lapse  oFalmQst  forty  years  bets  added  an  ex- 
tent to  their  commecce  beyond  .all  parallel  in  his- 
tory, and  after  the  strength  and  respiKces  associ- 
ated k)  protect  them  exceed,  in  point  of  pop- 
ulation, seven  millions^  of  souls,  possessing  a  real 
and  personal  capital,  absolutely  incalculable? 

Qur  pecuniary  capacity,  then,  is  unquestion* 
able;  but  it  is  said  we  are  deficient  in' physical 
power.  It  is  strangle  that  those  who  urge  this  ob- 
jection, assert  it  only  as  it  respects  Gr^at  Britain, 
and  admit,  either  expressly,  or  byjmplicatibn^  (in- 
deed, they  cannot  deny,)  that  it  is  within  Dor 
physical  capacity  tp  maintain. our  maritime  rights 
against  ef  ery  other  nation.'  Now,  let  it  be  granted 
that  we  have  such  an  utter  incapacity  jn  relation 
to  the  British  naval  power  \  grant  that  at  the  nod 
of  that  nation,  we  must  abandon  ibe  ocean  to  the 
very  mmiihs  of  our  harbors,  nay,  our  harbors 
tbemseWes.  What  then  ? .  Does  U  -follow  tbat  a 
naval  force  is  useless  ?  Because  we  mast  submit 
to  have  our  rights  plundered  by  Dne  Pojver.  does 
it  follow  that  we  must  be  tame  and  submissive  to 
every  other?  Look  at  the  fact.  ,We  have^withr 
in  these  ten  years,  lost  more  property  by  the  plun- 
der of  the  mmor  nava]  Powers  of  Europe,  France 
in<;Ioded,  ihkn  would  h;ive  been  enough  to  have 
built  and  maintained  twice  (he  number  of  ships, 
sufficient  for  our  protection  a°[ainst  their  depreda- 
tions. I  cannot  exceed  the  fact,  when  I  state  the 
loss  within  that  period.,  by  those  Powers,  at  thirty 
millions  of  dollars.  Our  capacity  to  defend  our 
commerce  against' every  one  of  these  Powers/ is 
undeniable.  Because  we  cannot  maintain  our 
rights  against  the  strong,  shall  w^  bear  insult  and 
invite  plunder  from  the  weak  ?  Beqause  there  is 
one  leviathan  in  the  ocean,  shall  every  shark  satis 
ate  his  maw  on  our  fatness  with  impunity? 

But,  let  us  examine  this*  doctrine  of  uitet  in- 
ability to  maintain  our  iAarLiit)[ie  rights  dgain&t 
Great  Britain,  so  obtrusively  and  vehemently 
mainia.ined  by  sorfie  who  dampr  the  most  yio- 
lently  against  her  insults  and  injuries.  If  the. 
project  were  to  maintain  our  maritime  Vights 
against  that.mistress  of  the  sea  by  copvoys'spread 
over  every  ocean,  iheie  wotild,  indeed,  be  some- 
thing ludicrously  fanciful  and  wild  in  the  propo- 
sition. But  nothing  like  this  is  either  projiosed 
or  desired.  The  humility  of  commercial  hope,, 
in  reference  to  that  naiion,  rises  no  higher  than 
the  protection  of  on$  harbors  and  the  security  of 
our  coasts  and  coasting'trade*  Is  it  posisible  that 
such  a  power  As  this  shall,  he  denied  to- exist  in 
this  nation?  If  it  exist,  is  it  possible  that  its  ex- 
ercise shall  bewithheWJ? 

Look  at  the  present  state  of  i)Qr  harbors  ^nd 
seacoast.  .  See  their  exposure;  I  writ  not  say  to 
the  fleets  of  Great  Britain,  but' to  any  single  ship- 
of-ihe-lirte,  to  any  single  frigat^'to  any  ploop  of 
war.  It  is  true  the  policy  of  th*t  nation  induces 
her  to  regard  your  prohibitory  laws,  and  her  ships 
now  seldom  visit  your  ports.  But  suppose  hw 
policy  should  change  ;  suppose  any  one  of  her 
ships  of  war  should  choose  to  burn  any  of  the, 


numerous  settlements  upon  your  seacoast,  or  to 
plunder  the  inhc^bitants  of  it ;  would  there  not  be 
some  security  to  those  exposed  citizens,  if  a  naval 
force  were  lyii\g  iil  every  great  harbor  of  the 
United  States  competent  ^o  protect  or  avenge  the 
aggression  of  any  single  ship  of  war,  of  what- 
ever forest  Would  not  the  knowledge  of  its 
existence  4eacb  the  naval  commanders  of  that 
nation  both  caution  and  respect?  Sir,  it  is  wor- 
thy of  this  nation,  and  fuliv  witKia  its  capacitv 
to  maintain  such  a  force.  PJot  a  single  Sea  BuU 
should  put  his  head  over  our  acknowledged  water 
line  without  "finding,  a  power  sufficient  to  take 
him  by  the  boms. 

But  it  IB  said  that  ^  in  ease  of  actual  war  with 
Great  Britain,  ouc  ships  would  be  useless.  She 
would  come  and  take  them.''  .  In  reply  to  this 
objection,  I  shall  not  recur  to  those  details  of  cir- 
cumstances, already  so  frequently  stated,  which 
would  ^ive  ourjships  of  war  fighting  on  their  own 
coasts,  and  in  the  proximity  i^  relief  and  supplf. 
so  many  advantages  over  the  ships  of  a  nan'on 
obliged-to  come  three  thousand  miles  to  the  com- 
bats But  allowing  this  argument  frona  British  oa- 
vai  superiority  its  full  forge,  I  ask,  What  is  that 
temper  on  which  a  nation  .can  most  safely  rel^  in 
the  day  of  trial  ?  Is  it  that  which,  takes  counsel  of 
feac,  or  that  which  listens  only  to  the  saggestioos 
of  duty?-  Is  it  thUt  which  niagnifies  all  the  real 
dangets  until  hope. and  exertion  are  paralyzed  ia 
their  first  germinations  T  Or  isit  tbaC  which  dares 
to  attempt  noble  ends  by  iippropriate  meaos; 
Which,  wisely  weighing  the  nature  of  any  antici- 
pated exigency,  prepares  according  to  its 'powers, 
resolted  that  whatever, else  jt  may  want,  to  itself 
it  will'never  be  wanting?  Grant  all  that  is  said 
concerning  British  naval  superiprity  in  tbe  eveat 
of  war,4ias  cotnparatiTe  weakness  nothing  to  hope 
from  opportiinityt  Are  not  the  circumstances 
in  which  this  country  and  Great  Britain  wonidbe 
placed,  relative  to, naval  coqibats  upon  onr  own 
coast,  of^a-  qature.to  strengthen  th&  nope  of  such 
an  opportunity  ?  Is  it  of  no  worth  to  a  nation  to 
be* in  ar  condition  to  avail  itself  of  coojanctures 
and  occurrences  ?  Mr.  Speaker,  preparation  in 
such  Closes  is  every  tilling.  All  history  is  replete 
with  the  trnth  that  tlkie  <*  battle  is  net  al  wavsto  the 
strong^  but  that  time  and  chance,  happen  to  all." 
Supposelhat  Great  Brilain  ahpuld  send  twelve 
seventv-fours  to  hum  ourciUea  or  lay  waste  oor 
coast&;  might  not  such  a  naval  force  be  dispersed 
by  storms,  dimirfished  by  shipwrecks,  or  delayed 
and  Weakened  by  the  event«  of  the  voyage  ?  In 
such  ckse,  would  it  be  nothing  to  have  even  half 
that  nun^berof  line-ef- bat  tie-ships,  in  a  state  of 
vigorous  preparation,  ready  to  take  the  advantage 
of  so  protiable  a  circumstaneej^and  so  providen- 
tial an  interposition  ?  •  The  adage  of  oar  school 
hooka  is  i^s  true  in  relation  to  States  as  to  men  in 
common  life,  "Heaven  helps  those  who  help 
themselves."  Tt  is  almost  a  law  of  natore.  God 
grants  everything  to  wisdom  and  virtue.  He  de- 
nies everything  to  folly  and  baseness.  But  sup- 
pose the  worst.  Grant  that  ii^a  battle  such  as 
our  brave  seamen  would  fight  in  dcfeiice  of  tbeii 
couatry,  oar  navnl  force  be  vanquished.    Wiiat 
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then  ?  Did  'enemies  ever  pluirder  or  violate  more 
fiercely  wnen  weakened  and  crippled  by  the  effects 
of  a  hard-botight  victbry,  than  when  flushed,  their 
yeiiis  ftill,  thev  rush  upon  their  prey  with  cupid- 
ity, siimurated  .by  contecapt  ?*  Did  any  foe  ever 
graqt  to  pnsiltiiniinity  what  it  would  havedenieel 
to  prowess  ?  To  be  ct)nqnered  is  not  always  to 
be  disgraced'.  The  heroes  who  shall  perish  in 
such  combats^  shall  not  fall  in  irain  for  their  coun- 
try. Their  Mood  will  be  the  most  precLous^as  well 
as  the  strongest  cemeot  6f  our  Union;  What  is 
it  that  constitutes  the  moral  tie  of  our  nation  ?  Is 
it  that  paper  contract  called  the  Constitution? 
Why  is  it.  that  the  map  of  Virginia,  the  man  of 
Carolina,  and  the  man  of  Massachusetts^  are 
dearer  to  each  other  than  is,  to  either,  the  man  of 
South  Amerioa  or  the  West  Iddies?  Locality 
has  little  to  do  with' implanting  this  inherent  feel- 
ing, and  personal  acquaintance  less.  'Whence, 
then;  does  it  result,  but  from  thi|t  moral:  sentiment 
which  pei^rades  Jill,  and  is  precious  to  all,  of  hav- 
ing shared  commoudani^erp  for  the.attkinm^nt 
of  common  blessings.  The  strong  ties  of  every 
people  are  those  which  spring  from  the  heart  and 
twine  through  the  affections*  *The  family  com- 
pact of  the  States  has  this  for  its  basis,  that  their 
beroe*  haVb  mingled  their  blood  ib  the  same. con- 
tests; thdt  aU  have  a  common  right  in  their  glo- 
ry ;  that,  if.  I  ^ay  be  allowed  the  expression,  in 
the  temple  of  j)atriotism  all  have  the  bame  wor- 
ahip.  '    .  ' 

Bat  it  is  inquired,  "  what  effect  will  this  policy 
have  upon  the  present  exigency  T^  I  answer,  the 
happiest  in  every  respect.  To  exhibit  a  deGnilive 
intent  to  maintain  maritime  rights,  by  maritime 
meaasj  what  is  it,  but  to  develop  new  stamina 
of  Dfttional  character?  'No. nation  can  or  has  a 
right  to  hope  respect  from  others,  which  does  not 
first  Jearn  to  respect  itself.,  And  how  is  thi/s  to 
be  attained  ?  By  a  icourse  of  conduct,  conforma- 
ble to  its  duties  and  relative  to  its  condition.  If 
it  abandons  what  it  ought  to  defend,  if  it  flietf 
from  the  field  it  is  bound  to  maintain,. how  ean 
it  hope  for  honor?  'To  what  other  inheritance 
is  it  entitled,  but  disgrace?  Foreign- nations «an- 
doabtedly  look  upon  this  Union  with  eyes  Ions  read 
in  thchistorjrofman;  and  with  thoughts  deeply 
yersed  ih  the' effects  of  passion  and  interest  upon 
independent  {States^  associated  by  ties  so  appar- 
ently slight  and  noveh  They  undersUnd  well, 
that  the  rivalries  among  the  greatinteresto  of  such 
States;  the  natural  envyings,  which  in  all  coun- 
tries sjpfing  betyveen  agriculture,  commerce,  an(} 
manufactures;  the  inevitable  jealousies  and  fears 
of  each  pther,  of  iSouth  and  North,  interior  and 
seaboard;  the  incipient  or  prC»gressive  rancor  of 
party  animosity;  are  the  essential  weaknesses 
of  sovereignties  thus  combined. '  Whether  these 
-causes  shall  operate,  or  whether  they  shall  ceas^ 
foreign  nations  will  gather  from  the  features  of 
our  policy.  They  cannot  believe  diat  such  a  na- 
tion is  strong  in  the  affections  oT  its' associated 
parts,  \^hen  they  see  the  vital  interests  of  whole 
States  abandoned.  Butxevetsethis  policy;  show 
a  definitive  and  stable  intent  to  yield  the  ^atural 
protection  to  sach  essential  interests;  then  they 


vrill  respect  you.    And  to  powerful  nations  honor 
comes  attended*  by  safety. 

'Mr.  Speaker — What  is  national  disgrace?  Of 
what  stuff  is  it  composed?  is  a  nation  disgraced 
because  its  flag  is  insulted ;  because  its  seamen 
are  impressed ;  because  its  course,  upon  the  high- 
way of  the  ocean,  is  obstructed?  No,  sir;  Abstract* 
edly  considered,  all  this  is  not  disgrace.  Because 
all  this  may  happen  to  a  nation,  so  weak  as  not  to 
be  able  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  its  flag,  or  the 
freedom  of  its  citizens,  or  the  safety  of  its  course. 
Natural  weakness  is  never  disgrace.  But,  sir,  this 
is  disgrace :  when  Ire  submit  to  insult,  and  to  in- 
jury, which  we  have  the  power  to  preventer  re- 
dress. '  Its  essential  constituents  hre  want  of  sense  or 
want  of  spirit.  Whena  nation  with  ample  means 
for  its  defence,  is  so  thick  in  the  brain,  £s  not  to 
put  them  into  a  suitable  state  of  preparation ;  or, 
'when,  with,  a  sufficient  muscular  force,  it  is  so 
takne  in  spirit  as  to  seek  safety  not  ih  manly  effort 
but  in  retirement;  Ihep  a  nation  is. disgraced; 
then  it  shrinlfs  from  its  high  and  sov^eign  char- 
acter,' into  that  of  the  tribe  of  Issaebar,  croOching 
4bwn  between  two  burdens — the  French  burden 
oh  the  one  side,  and  the  British  burden  on  the 
other — so  dull,  so  lifeless,  so  stupid,  that,  were  it 
not  .for  Its  braying,  it  could  not  :be  distinguished 
frorn  the*clod  of  the  valky. 

It  is  impossible  for  Ehropean.  nations  nht  to 
know,  that  we  are  the  second  commercial  country 
In  th^  world;  that  we  have  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions of  pedple;  with  less. annual,  expenc^ture, 
and  mbre -unpledged  sources  of  revenue,  than  any 
nation  of  the  civilized  world.  Yet  a  nation  thus 
distinguished,  abounding  in  wealth,  in  enterprise, 
and  \p  pewei^  is  seen  flying  away  from  the  "uh- 
proftable  .contes(,v  abandoning  the  field  of  con- 
troversy ;  takinj^  refuge  behind  its  own4pors.  and 
softeping  the  rigo^  of  oppression  abroad^  by  a 
coi^parison,  with  worse  torments,  at  home.  Ought 
^uch  a  hation  to  ask  for  respect  ?  Is  there  any 
other  ipode  of  relief  from  this  depth  of  disgrace, . 
than  by  a  chtegeof  national  conduct  and  char- 
a^eter?     '      , .    • 

With  respect  to  Great  Britain,  it  seems  impos- 
sible that  such  A  change  in  dur  policy  should  not 
be  auspicious.  No  nation  eter  did,  or  ever  can 
conduct  towards  one  that  is  true,  in  the  same  way 
ss  it  conducts  towards  one  that  is  false  to  all  its 
obligations.  Clear  eonceptions  of  interest  and 
faithful  fulfilment  of  duty,  as  certainly  insure, 
sooner  or  later,  honor  and  safety,  as  blindness  to 
interest  and.  abandonment  of  duty  do  assuredly 
entail  disgrace  And  embarrsssmedt.  In  relation 
to  the  principle  which  regulates  the  commercial 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
States,  there  is  much  scope  for  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. Per1)aps  i^ose  judge  most  truly  who  do  not 
attribute  to  her  anv  very  distinct  et  uniform  sys- 
tem of  action  in  relstion  to  us ;  but  who  deem  her 
course  t<5  result  from' views  of  temporary  expedi- 
ency growing  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
time,  and  the  character  of  our  Administration. 
If  this  be  the  case,  then,  whatever  course  of  con- 
duct, has  a'  tendency  to  show  a  change,  in  the 
chacacter  of  the  American  policy,  most  produce 
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a  proportionate  change  ia  that  of  the  British. 
And  if  taroeness  and  systematie  abantJonineQt  of 
our  commercial  rights  have  had  the  effect  to  hrin^ 
upon  us  so  many  miseries,  a  contrary  course  of 
conduct,  ha'ring  lor  its  basi«  a  wise  spirit  and  sys- 
tematic naval  support,  it  may  Veil  be  hQped.will 
have  the  oppositeeffectofrene  wing  our  prosfferity. 
But  if  it  be  true,  as  is  so  frequently  and  so  confi- 
dently asserted,  that  Qreat  Britain  is  jealous  of 
our  commercial  greatness;. if  it  be  true  tbiat  she 
would  depress  us  a$  rtyals;  if  she  begin^^  to  re- 
sard  us  af  a  Power  which  may  soon  curb,  if  inor 
m  aftertimes  spurn  her  proud  fontrol  on  her  fa- 
Torite  element,  then  indeed  she  may  be  di^osed 
to  quench  the  ardor  of  our  naval  enterprise ;  then 
indeed,  it  may  be  her  care  so  to  shape  thecour3e 
of  her  pelicy  as  to  deprive  our  commerce  of  all 
hope  of  its  natural  protection ;  and  to  co-operate 
with  and  cherish  such  an  Administration  in  this^ 
country,  as .  hates  a  naval  force  and' loves  com- 
mercial restrictioiL  In  this  view  of  Ifer  policy ; 
and  I  am  far  from  asserting  it  is  not  corjrect, 
is  it  not  obvious, 'that  ^he  may  be  contetit'iv^ith 
the  present'condition  of  our  commerce  ?  ]^cept^ 
acknowledged  colonial  vassalage,  what'  slate  of 
thifias  would  be  more  desirable  fo  herf  The 
whole  sea  is  her  own.  Her  American  fival  tatnely 
makes  cession  of  it  to  her  possession.  Our  com- 
Qiercial  capital  is  already  seeking  eniployment 
in  her  cities ;  and  our  seamen  in  her  shijis;  Whaf 
then  results?  Is  it  not  on  this  view  of  her 
policy,  undeniable  that  an  Admiaistration  ih  this 
cpuntry,  for  the  pufpdses  of  Great  Britain,  i^ 
such  as  thinks  coriimerce  not 'worth  having,  oc 
not  worth  defending;  such  as  in  every  scheme  of 
nominal  protection,  nieditates  to  .it.  nothing,  bu^ 
additional  embacassment  apd  eventual,  abatrdon- 
ment  1  Must  not  such  an  Administration  be  coa^ 
venieni  to  a  Bri^'sh  Ministry,  if  such  be  British 
policy  ?  And  if  Britisji  Ministers  should  ever  find 
such  an  Administratian  in  this  country,  made  to 
their  hands,  may  we  not  anticipate  that  they  will 
take  care  to  manage  with  a  yiew  taits^cbntinu^ 
ance  in  power  ?  Of  all  policy,  the^nlrost  ominoos 
to BriUsh  ascendancy  is  that pf  a syslematicfQari- 
lime  defence  of  our  maritime  righfts. 

The  general  effect  of  the  poljuy  I  advocate,, is 
to  produce  confidenA.e  at  home  and. respect  abroad: 
Th^se  are  twin  shoots  from  the- same  stock,  and 
never  fail  to  flourish  or  fade  together.  Confidence 
is  a  plant  of  no  .mushroom  growth  and  of  no  ar- 
tificial texture.  It  springs  only  frofa  ^ag'e  coun« 
sels  and  generous  endeavorsi  The  protection^ you 
^tend  miist  be  efficieot  and*  suited  to  the  nat/tire 
of  the  object. you  profess  to  maintain.  Jf  it  be 
neither  adequate  nor  appropriate,  youi*  wisdom 
may  be  doubted,  your  motives  tiiay  be  distrusted, 
but  in  vain  you  expect  eonfidecKfe.  TliCMnb^^i- 
tanlsof  the  seaboard  will  inquire  .of  their  own 
senses  and  not  of  your  logic,  concerning  the  real'- 
ity  of  their  protection.      ,   v  '.  .  "     • 

As  to  respect  abroad,  what  coarse  canJ^e  more 
certain  to  insure  it  ?  What  ohject  more  honora- 
ble, what  a^o  re  dignified  than  to  behold  a  great 
nation  pursuing  wise  ends  by  appropriate  means; 
risiag  to  adopt  ^  sexies  of  syst^mfiuiic  exertionsj 


salted  to)ier  powec,-and  adequate  t^  her  purposes? 
Wliat  object  more  consolatory  to  the  iriends — 
what  more  paralyzing  to  theenemies  of  our  Union 
— than  to' behold  the  natiiral  jealousies  and  rival- 
,  ries,*  which  are  the  acknowledged  dangers  of  our 
politrcal,condition,sirbsIding  or  sacrificing?  What 
sight  more  exhilf  rating  than  to  see  this  great  na- 
tion once  more  walking  forth  ambng  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  under  the.  protection,  of  no  foreign 
shield?  P^acefnl  because  powerful — powerful 
because  bnited  in  interests,. and  amalgainated  by 
concentration  of  those  interests  in  the  aaiionai 
afibctions. 

'  But,  let  the  opposite  policy  prevail ;  let  the  es- 
sential interests  of  the  great  component  parts  of 
thi^  Union  find  no  protection  under  the  nation^ 
arm-^instead  of-  safety  let  them  realize  oppres- 
sion, and  the  seeds  of  discord  and  dissoiation  are 
inevitably  sown  in  a- soil  the  best  fitted  for  their 
root,  and.affordias  therichest  nourishment  for 
their  expansion.  It*.may  be  a  Ions  time  before 
they  ripen.'  But,  sooner  or  lateiy  they  m^ill  assu-* 
redly  burst  forth  in  all  their  destructive  eaergiei. 
In  the  intermediate  period,  what  aspect  does  a 
Union,  thus  destitute  of  cement,  present?  Is  it 
that  of  a  nation  keen  to  discern,  and  strong  to  re- 
sist, violations  of  its  sovereignty?  It  has  rathft 
the  appearance  of  a  casual  collection -of  semi-bv« 
barOus  clans,  with  the  forms  of  civilization,  and 
with  tiie  rude  and  rending  pa^sioi>s'  of  the  sav&ee 
state.  In  truth,  powerful — yet,  as  to  any  foreifa 
effect,  iO^bectle-rrich,  in  the  goods  of  fortoner  yet 
wanting  that  inherent  spirit  without  which  a  aa- 
tion  Is  ppor  indeed  ;  their  strength  exhausted  by 
struggles  for  local *poirer ;. their  moral  sense  de- 
based' by  low  intrigues  for  personal  popularity,  or 
temporary  pre-eiiiinence  ;  all  their  thoughts  turn- 
ed not  to  the  safety  of  the  8tate,  but  to  the  eleva- 
tion of  a  chieftain'.  A  people  preaffntinir  such  an 
aspect,  what  have  they  to  expect  abroad  ?.  Wbsx 
bat  pillage,'insult,  aiia  scorn? 

Tnie  choice  i?  tifefbre  us.  Persist  in  refosjog' 
efficient  maritime  prote.ction;  persist  in  t&e  sys- 
tem of  coniniercial  restrictions ;  what  nov  is,|^- 
haps,  anticipation,  will  hereafteV  be  history. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that,  when,  this  subject  was  £xst 
presented  to  the  Hquse,  he  felt  inclined  to  vote 
for, a  small  increa^  of.th^  Naval  Establishment} 
but  it  now  appears  tbai^t,  i;vh'at4s  asked,  for  Js  con- 
sidered only  as  laying  a  foundation  for  \  great 
system— a  systen^  which,  he /earedi  if  carried  into 
execution,  might  change  the  Governtaent. 
.  Mr.  F.  contencjed  that  the  Navy  never  had,  and 
never  could  protect  our  commerce.    Lake  stand* 
\^g  armies,  he  considered  navies  as  dangerous  to 
liberty.  ,' As  to  the  Constitutional prpvision,  with 
respect  to  a  navy,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
grant  of  power,  which.Coogress  is  at  liberty  to  use 
Q^  not.  as  they  may  deem  it  necessary  or  expedient. 
'  Thc)ugh  he  had  listened  with  caiidor.to  all  the 
arguments  which. bad  been  used  in  favor  of  an 
increase  ofthi^  Establishment  at  (he  present  time, 
he  was /ar  from  being  convinced  that  sucl)^  nn  in- 
crease, at^presen\,  is  eiti>er  necessary  or  expe- 
dient.   It  appeared   to.  him 'that   every    nation 
which  has  Embarked, .to  any  extent^  in  i^ary  JSs- 
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tablisbmeots,  has  been  i&veatgally  cfushed  by 
them.  Whether  f  ou  go  back  to  ancient^  or  Iooe 
upon  mbdera-  Eurc^e,  jon  will  find  navies  have 
not  afforded  ihat  projection  which  geotlem^  are- 
desirous  of  persuading  the  tlouse  they  are  capa-. 
ble  of  afford! n|^.  Has  the  uaf  y  of  Knssia  pro- 
tected h^r  commerce  ?  There  are  in  the  Russian 
-dominions  from  twentf-five  to  thirty  millions  of 
people;  but,  by  evefy  account  we  have  of  them, 
their  situation  is  not  verv  enviable;  nor  hav6 
they*. any  great  deglree  or  eommerce  to  protect. 
Wi\ere  are  the  navies  of  Sweden  and  Denmark? 
7he  latter,  it  h  well  known,  were  swept  aWay 
and  destroyed  by  the  British  floet ;  and  the  fleet 
pf  Sweden  serves^  only  to  keep  the  oouiHry  in  pov- 
.  «rty  to  maintain  it.  A  navy  looks  pretty  well  in 
the6rvy  ;  but  look  into  the  experience  6f  nations, 
kad  it  t^ill  be  found  to 'have  been  the  bane^of  every^ 
■country  which  has  had  anyrtbing  to  do  with  it. 
^We  should  want  wi^om,  therefore,  to.  pursue  a 

•  -system  which  has  proved  ,so  ruinous  to  others.,    . 

'  With  respect  to  Greaf  Britain  herself,  it  had 
?  been  said  that  her  navy  had  been  the  basis  of  her 
« wealth  and  prosperity/  Mr.  F.  said  he  did  ifot 
janvy  the  rfii nation  of  Jhat  country,  fhe  glorjL 
and  honor  which  such  nations  are  in  the  habit  or 
Acquiring,  prove  a  C4irse  to  then!  in  the  end'  by 
enslaving  them  ^wfth  expense. 
^^  Whera  the  Htjus?  w^  engaged  in  this  army  bill, 
it  was  said  that,  the  necessary  num'ber  of  men 
coul(^  not  be  got;  tbi^  it  was  not  in  this  country, 
as  iti  Europe,  where  thoHsands  of  men  enter  int6 
the  land  .and  sea  service  because  they  are  desti- 
tute of  employment  or'  of  any  means'^  of  ^getting 

•  bread  j  .here,^very^raan,  who  will  labor,  <^an  pro- 
cure a  living  without  difficulty.' 

.  If  men  cannot  be  gotteli  for  the  A^rmy.  how  are 

.  they  ID  be  -procured*  for  the  Navy  ?    He  should 

apprehend   impressment^  6r  soQiething  like  it. 

Xdok,*  said  Mr.  F.,  at  the  debt  of  Ghreat  Britaiil— 

look  at  her.  taxes— eyery thing  pays  a  duty-«-evaa 

the  light  of  Heaven  is. not  passed  by  without  be- 

,  ing  nnrde  to  yield  supplies  to  her  revenue.    So 

'heavy  do.these  taxes  bear  upon  the.  people,  if  is 

aald  that  one-seventh  part  of  the  whole  of  the 

J  inhabitants  are  paupers.    These  are  some  of  the 

frOits'of  a  navy !  ^      *      ' 

As  to  the  protectioa  and  encoiiragement  of 
cotnroer'ee,  he  believed  commerce  would  always 
flourish  best  when  left  to  itself  unshackled  bf  reg' 
ulations.  ;It  will  then  be  carried  to  evefv  part  of 
the  globe.*  In  the  coarse  of  the  debate,  it'nad  been 
eaid  that  the  exports  of  Oreat  Britain,  in  1797, 
-were  not  greater  than  our^  before* our  commerce 
.  was  restricted,  though  that  iiation  had  possessed 
a  navy  which  had  triumphed  on  U^e  •o^ean  for 
/lalf  a  century.  How  did  this  happen?  It  was 
owing,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  the.  freedom,  of  pur  com- 
merce.        ' 

-  Oentlenien  ask,  if  marching  to  Canada  wifl 
{)rotect  our  commerce  1  Where  do  eentlemen 
wish  protection  1  Not  in  qur  ports  and  harbors ; 
they  are  already  protected.  He  asked,  if  any  at- 
tempt had  ever  been  made  to  bombard  ob^  cities, 
or  to  enter  our.  ports  «nd  harbors  ?  Or  is  it  prob- 
able any  sUck  attempt  will  be  mAde  ? 


Gefitlemen  say,  that  Great  Britain  will  run  great 
risks  in  sending  vessels  on  our  shore.'  If  so,  why 
build  ships  to  meet  them  ?  .  He  thought  the  de- 
struction of  Copenhagen  ought  to  warn  us  against 
^oing  into  a  scheme  of  this  kind. 

If  he  were  asked  how  he  would  protect  com- 
merce, he  wodld  answer,  by  marching  to  Canada, 
and  tatting  that  country  and  Nova  Scotia ;  and, 
having  go(  possession  of  Halifax,  she  would  have 
no  means  of  refitting  her  vessels  in  this  couptrv^ 
Jn  case  of  that  damage  to  which  they  are  so  liable 
on  our  coast. 

But' it  has  been  said  that,  except  ^e  take  this 
course,  we  shall' be  considered  oy.the  Govern- 
ments abroad,  as  wanting  a  proper  degree  of  spirit 
to  defend  our  rights.  There  has  never  been  want- 
ing a  disposition  in  this  House,  or  in  the  jiation, 
to  defend  our  rights  to  the  utmost. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr:  Q,uin- 
6y)  hap  spoken  of  tbe  naval  for<;e  formerly^  pos- 
sessed by  Masskchusetts.  But,  what  security  did 
those  ships  afford?  They  were  of  no  use,  as  he 
beliersd ;  they  were  iM)thing  but  a  heavy  expense 
to  the  State$  and  "he  bdieved  the  merchants  had 
found  their  commerce  in  a  much  better  state  since, 
than  it  was  when  they  were  in  being. 

Gentlemen  speak' of  the  embarrassments  of  our 
commerce;  as  if  they  were  owing  to  our  not  hav* 
ioff  a  navy ;  bat,  if  they  will  look  around,  they 
will  find  that  those  countries  which  -have  navies 
have  not  escaped;  our  embarrassments  have  arisen 
from  the  wrongs  oomiAitted  against  us  by  other 
nations^  which  we  had  nq  power  ofpreventing. 

It  ha^  been  shown  that  the  Navy  Establishment 
proposed  could  not  be  supported  but  by  an  ex- 
pf«se  which  would  prove  roipoos  to  this  country. 
Rather  than  incur  this  expense,  he  was  willing  to 
dispense  with  the  honor  supposed  to  be  attached 
to  such  an  Establishment.  Mr.  F.  was  opposed 
to  \h\s  system,'  too,  because  it  could  not  be  sup- 
ported Without  having  recourse  to  a  forcfe  similar 
to  impressment  to.  obtain  a.  number  of  seamen  suf- 
ficient to  man  such  a  fleeh  He  was  anxious  to 
protect- every  part  of  the  Union ;  but  he  could  not 
^oaseot  to  support  any  scheme  so  pregnant  with 
mrschief'  to  th^  country,  as  he  considered  this 
large  NavyEstabli^hment  to  be. 

Mr,  McKcE  said,  he  with  reluctance  presented 
himself  before  the  House  a  second  time  on  this 
question :  he  had  given  his  views  of  it  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  only  rose  to  re- 
liere  some  of  his  opinions  from  the  misconstruc- 
tion to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  discussion. 

'  Gentlemau  have  congratulated  the  House  on 
account  of  the  conciliatory  temper  and  spirit  with 
which  this  discussion  was  conducted ;  he  was 
concerned  that  he  could  not  unite  in  those  con- 
gratulations, because  that  portion  of  th0  House 
tyith  whooi  he  wa^  associated  on  this  question 
had  been  accused*  of  an  adherence  to  their  preju- 
dices and  of  a  total  disregard  of  the  admonitions 
of  reason  and  common  sense.  These  suggestions 
charged  that  portion  of  the  House  opposed  to  an 
incri^ase  of  the  navy' with  a  want  of  wisdom  to 
perceive^  or  with  a  want  of  honesty  to  pursue,  the 
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means  of  promo^iog  the  general  welfare,  and 
were  therefore  rather  rude  than  oonciliatbry  to 
him.        . 

He  h^d  stated  jt  to  the  committee^  as  his  opio- 
iop,  that  the  estabHshmeot  of  a  large  Davy  jvould 
change,  ia  th^e  progress  of  time,  the  present  form, 
of  this  goverDment.  The  House  has  been  inform- 
ed that  this  statement  was  mere  assertion,  unsup- 
ported by  arguiBent  or  even  an  effort  to  proy^  that 
we  could  not  create,  aud  support  a  lafge  marine 
without  difficulty  or  danger.  In  support  of  the 
opinion  he  then  expressed,  which' he  bad  not  seeo^ 
any  reason  to  change,  he  had  submiued  'to  the 
House  a  stat^ent  o?  the  probable  expenses  of  the 
Government  in  the  succeeding  yesii's,  ihcludingc 
the  expenses  of  ^he  proposed  navy.  Ifthose  state- 
ments wece  substantially  correct  (and  be  had  not 
heard  them  questioned)  they  prove  the  fact,  that 
a  warof  ^ve  years  duration  with  a  navy  would 
increase  the  public  debt  from  forty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  the  present  amount,  to  upwards  c^  an. 
hundred  and  fifteen  millions;  and  would  likewise 
increase  the  expenses. of  the  Government  on  the 
return  of  peace  to  upwards  of  eighteen  millions 
per  annum.  Froin  those  facts  the'conclusions 
were  drawn 'Whieh  appeared  to  him  very  natural^ 
ly-  to  follow,  that  permanent  internal  taxes  in 
times  of  peace  as  well  as  war  would  be  rendered 
necessary ;  and  even  with  the  aid  of  internal  taxes 
to  the  am^^pt  of  four  millions  of  dollars- pec  an- 
num, your  public  debt  Would  be  gradually  increas* 
ing.'  He  had  also  stated  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, under  the  existibg  Constitution,  with  the  jn-r 
tention  of  showing  the  difficulty  of  meeting  so 
large  an  expenditure.  This  statement,  so  far  as 
it  had  been  .noticed.  Was  met  by  a  statement  that. 
the  public  lands  as  a  source  pf  reveniie  were 
worth  twelve  hiindred  millions  of  dollars,  and  that 
the  revenue  arising  from  commerce  might  amount 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  per  annum.  H^ 
confessed  he  did  not  understand  the  arithmetic'by 
whose  magic  these  results  were  produced.  The 
first  was  to  him  evidently  incorrect  and  the- sec- 
ond seemed  also  incorrectrour  revenue  forthe 
last  ten  years  (the  most  prosperous  period  of  our 
history)  had  averaged  about  twelve  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum,  and  the  world  was' evidently 
more  hostile  to  commerce  now  than  it  had  been 
for  the  last  ten  year^.  No  reasonable  calculation 
could  therefore  be  made  on  a  revenue  Irom  im- 
posts and  tonnage  for  the  succeeding  ten  years, 
exceeding  in  amount  the  receipts  of  the  past  ten 
years,  and  admitting  the  revenue  to  be  equabte 
that  we  had  received,.the  taxes  would  be  rendered 
permanent  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum  in  order  tp  pay  ^Ihe 
current  expenditure:  you  will  then  have  a  large 
public  debt  with  permanent  and  heavy  internal 
taxes,  and  this  is  the  soil  which  produces  aristo- 
cracy in  every  country  j  and  here,  the  debt  fur- 
nishes to  moneyed  men  the  facility  of  increasing 
their  wealth  without  ingenuity,  industry,  or  care. 
Ten  thousand  dollar^  vested  in  the  public  funds, 
by  converting  the  interest  into  principal  at  the 
respective  period?*  when  the  interest' falls  due,  ia 
twenty  years  would  amount  tp  more  than  forty 


thousand  dollars.  In  the  meantime  the  constaat 
drains  of  moiiey  wrung  from  the  bands  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  by  heavy  internal  taxes 
,  would  keep  them  poor.  The  w^adth  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  gradually  assembled  in  the  hands  of 
a  few ;  and  wealth  is  the  strong  basis  of  power 
everywhere.  Consequently  tbe  power  of  the  conn- 
try  would  be  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few^ 
who  would  apply  your  navy  to  maintain  and  sup- 
^port  the  wealthy  and  well-borfi  in  the  possession 
of  this  power. 

But  we  are  told  by  gentlemen  that  this  is  mere 
assertion;  the  product  of  a  mind  frightened  by 
hobgoblins  and  bugbears,  and  laboring  under  the 
influence  of  prejudice.    If  gentlemen  were  cor- 
rect,.it  would  be  a  gratification  to  him  to  fi.nd  his 
apprehensions    dissipated  by    experience.      But 
what  does  the  experience  of  ot&er  nations  prove  T 
EiiglamY,  the  briglit  example  always  quoted — 
whose  political  dogmas  we  afiect  to  despise,  but 
ia  whose  paths  we  seem  now  to  be  treading  with 
andeviatiog  steps  as  faWt  as  the  moments  run — 
Epgland  once  nad  no  public  navy,  and  then  too- 
she  had  no  publfc  <)ebt.'  Bh^  also  Bad  a  Parlia- 
ment the  real  representatives  of  the  British  aalioa 
(Who  dared  to  resist  the  corruptions  of  the  times 
and  the  encroachments  of  the  Crown.    But  Eng- 
land  was  then- vexed  with  tKe  Spanish  Armada 
and  the  Dutch  fleets,  which  rode  ijiumphantly  ia 
the  English  channel  with  a  broom  at  the  mast- 
head. 

,  England  commenced  ship-building  on  national 
account  and  borrowing  money  on  the  same  ac- 
count. Her  navy  too,  when  small,  was  loaded 
with  the  imputations  of  ^'-wasteful  expense  and 
comparative  inefficiency.'*  It  was  Tocreased  be- 
cause "  it  Was  demonstrably  clear  that  she  was 
destined  to  ha  a  great  naval  power  ;"*  her  debt  also 
increased  pari  passu  (as  the  diplomatists  would 
say)  with  her  navy. 

The  British  Navy  now  is  the  most  splendid 
fabric  of  human  power  the  world  ever  witnessed  j. 
her  debt  ia  equally  great  and  splendid ;  the  wretch- 
edness and  ihisery  of  the  great  mass  of  her  people 
bears  a  full  proportion  to  thje  debt  and  navy;  her 
Parliament  also  \6  highly  ^celebrated,  for  its  venal- 
ity and  compliance.  The  man  who  knows  the 
views  and  wishes  >6f  the  English  Ministry,  with- 
out farther  inquiry^  thereby  Knows  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  Parliament. 

Create  the  causes  and  the' consequences  will 
follow — man  is  substantially  the  same  every- 
where $  hero  a  little  more  civilized  and  there  a 
little  more  savage;  but  Qfd  and  nature  for  wise 
purposes  have  .implanted  m  every  human  bosom 
the' same  original  desires;  and  love  of  wealth,  of 
fame^hnd  of  power,  createthe  means  of  their  grat- 
ification^on  a  large  scale,. and  yoir  give  them  ac- 
tivity—anactivity  fired  with  ambition  an dfraoght 
with  ruin  to  the  peace  of  society. 

Gentlemen  had  exuItingly-caUed  on  those  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  to  show  how 
commerce  could  be  protected  without  a  Nayy.. 
He  had  supposed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  those  who  ad- 
vocated a  system  attended  with  immense  expense 
to  shaw  the  good  to  society  Resulting  from   the 
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€zpeiaditure,  and  if  the  advanta^  arisiiitf  there- 
from were  Dot  clearly  demoDStriUed  bod  shown 
to  bear  some  propoVtioa  to  the  expenditure,  their 
pa tjroQage could  doi  bye  expected.  Bat  how  has  this 
I>eensl)owa?  you,  are  informed  that  navies  are 
necessary  fortbe  protection  of  commeroe)  butjias 
it  been  shown  by  any  process  of'  reasoning,  that 
.  the  twelve  8hip»-bf«the-litae  and  thirt3P  frigates 
contemplated,  when  buUt^  would. ename  you-^to 
convey  the  productions  of  your^oil  frool  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  in  safety  to  Havre  H>r  Ham- 
burg, or  to  any 'poft.  in  .the  Baltic  or.  Mediterra- 
nean 1  '  Certainly  this  has  not  been  attempt^cT 
Tl^e  additional  security  supposed  to  be  afforded 
to  your  port9  and  harbors  by  (he  Navy,  is  all  that 
has  beea  attempted  to  be  shown  ;  your  ports  and 
harboYs  heretofore  have  been  thoaght  welt  secured 
by  fortifications;  but  it  is  now  for  the  first  X\tak 
discovered,  that  ydur  foptifica|ions  are  ef  but  lit- 
tle or  no  Use.  .  I)ow. unfortunate  it  is  that  this 
discovery  had  not  been  .made  before  th^  Govern- 
.meat  had  expended  near  $7,000,000.  on  that  ob* 
ject,  and  that  the  discovery  has  been  delayed  to 
this  (ime,  whei>  you  iqe  o^ci&lly  informed  that 
the  (brtificati'on^  are  nearly  pprbpleted. 

You  are  also  told  that  the  proposed  navy  would 
be  sufficient  to  maintain'  the  mastery,  in  the  Amer- 
ican seas,  particularly  .as  f^LX  as  the  Gulf  Stream, 
and  ia'ordef  to  subst^aotiate  thi^  pbsition,  yon  are 
informed  that  the  BrKish  bavy  is  stripped  up 
into  sjnali  squadron*  and  statioaed  at  dififerent 
placed.;  part  in  the  English'' channel,  part  at  the 
Elbe,  part  in  the  Mediterranean,  part  in  the  Ea»t 
India,  West  India/ Jamaica,- ai\,d  North  Atnerr- 
can  stations.^  Mu^  labor  is  used  to  prove  that 
this  distribution  of  the  naval  force  of  Etjfflahd 
could  not  be  altered  in  case  of  a  war  withthis 
country,  and  that  Ve  dre'  so  far  removed  from 
£urope,  Where  a  fleei  des|ined  to  act  affaiost  us 
must  receive  its  outfit,  that  three  times  the  quan- 
tity of  force  possessed  by  us  woul4  benece«sMy 
to  produce  any  effect x)n  us.-      »'  * 

Without  hoping, to  expose  the  ikllacy  of  this 
argument,  by  a  recqrrea,ce  to  oUr  own  ^pericAce 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  England 
was  contending  for  the  British  channel  againat 
the  Heet&of  France  and  3p&iO).ahe  then  spared  a 
fleet  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  6eat.doubVth,e 
force  now  contemplated.  He  would  ask  what 
protection  aommeroe  would  receive  from  this 
supposed  mastery  in  the  American  sea^?  It  is 
said  that  England  cannot  spare  the  force  n^ced-; 
sary  to  meet  you  in  the. American  seas,  Beit' 
so,  and.  consequently  khe  wHl  send  none.  But 
she  can  say  io  jrou  in  practice,  yoxx  shall  not  go 
to  thte  West  Indies  or  to  Europe,  if  you  do,  I  will 
capture  your  vessels;  and  where  then  is  your'oom- 
merce  which  is  to  receive  prbtection?  it  is  anhi-. 
hiiated;  and  the  arguments, of  gee tlemen^  if  cor- 
recty  did  prove  ineon trover tibly  that. your  naval 
for^e  must  be  Qior^  than  equal  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  to  nnloclt  the  European  ports  to  your 
commeroe.'  Is  this  an  inporrect'view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  consequences  attendant  thereon  ?  If 
It  whs,  he  was  unable  to  perceive  in  what  it 
was  incorrect,  i^d  i^  it  is/correct, ;  it  necessigrily 


follows,  that  you  must  have  ^  navy  competeai 
to  meet  the  British' navy  in  equal  combat  on 
the  oceati,  to  effect  any  valuable  result  in  favor 
of  your  commerce,  and  this  is  not  contemplated* 
But  the  gentlemen  haVe  expressed  much  soli- 
eitffde  for  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  lest 
its  "mouth  should  be  blocked'  up  by  a  single 
ship  of  war  of  the  enemy;  and  the  sensibility 
expressed  whjen  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Or-^ 
leans  was  withheld  from  the  Western  people,  ia 
1802,  is  cited, as  an  evidence  of  the  feelings.which 
such  an  occurrence  would  Excite.  The  objects  of 
those  arguments  were. easily  perceived ;  and. they 
were,  in  his  opinionj  utterly  falIaoio^^.  It  re- 
'quired  only-  a  moment's*  reflection  .to  perceive 
that  a  w^r  with  any  maritime  nation  who  hap- 
pened to  bold  the  West  Indies,  would  annihilate 
the  commerce  o(  the  Mississippi  during  its  con- 
tinuance; and  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  just 
referred  to,  if  they  proved  anytmng,  supported 
his  opipron.  The  sub^ance  pf  these  arguments 
is  already  recited ;  that  the  rerhote  situation  of 
England  from  our* coast,  the  'difficulty  of  main- 
taining a  fieet  for  any.  length  of  time  hovering  on 
a  hosule  coast,  gives  to  our  fleet,  aided  by  a 
friendly  c<iast,  furnishing  ports  and  harbors  for 
their  protection  and  aid  in  time  of  *  danger,  aa' 
advantage  over  an  enen^  of  three  to  one.  Be  it 
so,  and  hoi^  does  the  argument  stand,  when  ap- 
plied either ^0  &urope  or  the  West  Indies?  As 
it  r^isrtes  tq  Europe,  it  has  already  been  shown ' 
that  the  argument  operates  against  ys^xx  in  the 
same  preportion,/'or  nearlv  so,  that  -it  operates,  in 
your  favor  in  relation  to  the  American  coast,  ana 
in  the  West  Indies.  ''England  ^ds^sses,  foi*  all 
comniercial  purppses,aod  he  might  say  for  all 
the  purposes  of  annovadce  to  ydur  commerce,  all 
the  West  Indies,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Uo* 
^ingq  and  two  other  inconsiderable  islands.  The 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi  must  neeesshrily 
pa$s  near  thia  Havana  and  double  Cape  Florida^ 
all  in  theht(ndsof  the  en^my-^tp reach  the  Atlan- 
tic -ports;, and  yet  gentlemen'  talk  of  protecting 
this  coouuerce  during  the  war.  The  whole  ar- 
gument of  gentlemen  is  founded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  your  twelve  ships-of-the-lineaAd  twenty 
frigates  will  always  act  together  in  one  hody 
against  the  separate  squacfrons  of  the  enemy  t 
*^his  is  manifestly  absurd  ;  and  as  yoUr  navy,  if 
huiit,  wjll  be  at  the  common  expense  of  the  whole 
Comuiunity,  it  ought  to*be  stationed  at' ((jfierent 
stations  for  the  commoti  defence*  The  United 
, States' seem  to  be  naturally' divided  into  six  star 
tions,  to  wit ;  Boston,  New  York,  the  Delaware, 
Chesapeake,  Charleston,  and  ^he  Balize  stations ; 
divide  out  the  navy  to  those,  stations  respect- 
ively, and  you  will- have  two  ships-of-tbe-line 
and  Ave  frigates  to  eltch  slation.  Send  your  twg 
'shtps-of-the4ine  and  five  or  six  frigates  to. the 
Qulf  of  Mexico,  to  protect  the  trade  of  the  Missi»- 
sissippi,  where  there  is  not  a  singly  harbor  for 
their  reception.;  and  unless  the  same  supernatural 
hand  which  saved  Dapiel  of  old  from  the  teeth 
of  the  lipns,  when  |ie  was  cast^  into  their  den,  if 
stretched  forth  for  .the.  protection  of  your  naval 
force  sent,  ther^,  ii^  six  weeks  after  it  arrives  a( 
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the  place  of  destination,  jts  fla^  will  be  cbanged. 
But  admit  .yoar  two  ships-of'the-lioe  and  five 
frigates  coinj>eteiit  to  guard  in  safety  the  prodac- 
tions  of  the  country,  watered' by  the  Mississippi, 
from  New  Orleans 'to  the  Atlantic  ports,  where  is 
the  benefit  resulting  therefrom;  when  every  man 
who  knows  anything  of  nature  and  the  character 
of  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  must  be  tin- 
cAndid  >f  he  does  not  acknowledge  that  in  time 
of  war  the  productions  of  the  Mississippi  in  geh- 
^rrA  would  not  pay  fVeight  to  the  Atlantic  ftiarket. 

Mr.  ^cE.  said'he  pretended  io  have  some  prac*^ 
tical  knowledge  of  the  commerce  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  be  unhesitatingly  declared  thaf  a  war 
with  any  maritime  nation  holdijig  the  control  of 
the  West  India  islands  would  annihttataalilegiti- 
cnate  trade  from  New  Orleans  during  i(K  continu- 
ance; an  illegal' or  ficensecT- trade  perhaps'roigb^ 
be  carrie4  on  to  a  small  amount,  i^nd  it  would 
not  require  protection^ 

Q«ntlemep  seemed  to  l>e  enamoured  with  the 
atipisr^or  protection  (as  it  is  called)  afforded  to  the 
persons  and  property  of  other  natiot^  9b  the  high 
seas.  This  superior  protection  was  desirable  ;^if 
was  highly  appreciated  by  tjie  Qovernments  of 
Europe.  But  the  pictiire  had  two  ^ides;  and  he 
desired  gentlemen  to  look  at  botb>  'The  persons 
and  property  of  the  sub^etts  of  the  Governihents 
of  Europe  are  said  to  ride  in  safety  on  the  ocean 
beneath  the  triumphant  banners  of  their  country.. 
And  a^  a  compensation  for  this  protection  (wKiph 
was  fiitfrom  being  complete),tbe'sighs  of  the  op- 
pressed ascended  to  Heaven,  from  evely.  comet 
of  Europe,  in  secret  or  oped  cnrses  against  tb'ei^ 
oppressors.  It  wa^  doe  to  candor  to  admit  that 
the  griefs  of  Europe  were  not  altogether  owine 
t6  navies.  .  And  it  was  also  worthy  of  remark 
^that  the  people  of  every  nation  in  Europe  had 
been  more  or  less  oppressed  with  taxes  and' debt 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  navy ;  create 
the  Cause,  and  the  consequences  will  follow. ' 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr:*  WaieBT) 
had  said  that  what  might  be  wrong  in  1798^. 
might  be  perfectly  prudent  and  ri^ht  now.  He 
admitted  there  was  a  time  for  all  things;  but  the 
principle'  in  politics  or  theology  certainly  could 
not  be  very  stubborn  that  was  wrong  io  1768 
and  perfectly  right  now ;  and  if  an v  change  In 
this  respect  had  taken  place,  it  mt/st  consist  in. 
the  greater  fitness  of  the  means  to  effect  certain 
desirable  ends.  In  1798  American  commerce 
was  most  shamefully  plundered  by  both  France 
and  Ensta^ d.  At  that  time  Spafn,  France^  and. 
England  ha^d  large 'navies-<-Holland. and  Den- 
mark had  ships  ofwar ;  a  navy  of  twelve  ships  of 
the  line  and  twenty  frigates  on  (he  part  or  th^ 
United  States  by  uniting  with  the  fleets  of  France 
and  Spain,  would  have  been  able  to  have  coped 
With  England  on  the  ocean ;  and  jn  ca^e  of  a  war 
with  France,  a  similar  result  could  have  been 
effected  against  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain; 
but  the  condition  of  Europe  in  this-  respect  was 
materially  changed,  and  not  for  the  better  as  it 
regards  us.  He  had  no  disposition,  however,  to 
censure  the  opinions  of  an-y  gentlemen  or  their 
arguments,  on  account  of  their  great  similarity  4i6 


the  opiniotK  and  argtHnents  nsed  in  support  of 
them  in  1796..  It  was  certainly  proper  to  con- 
sider all  questions  coming  b^ore  the  House  00 
their  intrinsic  merit,  without  much  regard  to 
former  opifaions^  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  mean 
tp  say  to  the 'gentleman  that  he  had  gone  over  to 
the  enemy's  camp.  ' 

,  Hut  suppose  your  navy  of  twelve  shtpsH)f-the- 
line,  and  1  went V  frigates  had  been  built  hi  1798, 
and  maintained  ever  since-*^would  it  hare  ren- 
dered your  commerce  more  prosperons  than  it 
i^as  beeli  ^ihce  that  period  ?  '  H^  did  not  believe 
atfy  man  would  a;^ume  such  a  position,  inasmnch 
as  ow  commerce  stnce  1798  had  be^n  more  pros- 
perous than,  was  or  could  have  been  foreseen; 
!and  if  the  naVy  had  been  th^n  built,  the  national 
debt  would  now  be  near  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  forty-six  milliou. 
the  present  amount;  and  he  entertained  np  doubt 
but  ihat'the  ^ood  consequences  resulting  from  a 
rejection  of  toe  navy  project  at- this  time,  woold 
be  seen  as  clearly  ahd  as  thoroughly  felt  foortern 
years  hence,  as  the  good  eQbcts  of  itsTejectjon  m 
1798  was  now  perceived  and  fdt*.  . 
.  With  regard  to  the  effects  whieh  it  is  supposed 
th'e  i^avy  Would,  produce  on  England  in  time  of 
war,  he  thought  those  effects  much  overrated. 
He  wos^  however,  wHIing  to  see  wb'at  dould  be 
done  with'  the  pr^ent  navy,  which  amounted  to 
between  sixteen  andtvijtenty  in-number,  exclnsire 
of  gun .  vessels,  if  thirty  fast  saiHng  frigates 
would  produce  the  wide«spread  ruia  on  Bhtish 
commerce  in  time;ofwar,  of  whiph  gentlemen 
"have  spoken,  twenty  frigates- tvould  prodace  two- 
thirds  of  these  effects.  Jfe  desired  to  see  what 
could  be  done  in  tl^e  jrst  place  wkh  oar  present 
force;*  atid  if  the  result  was  proportionate  to  the 
expectations  which  seein  to  be  entertained,  tiie 
nation  would  be  willing  to  increase  the  naval 
force.  But  at  the  present  time,  when  we  were 
ineu^rlQig  immense  expenses,'  it  did  not  seempm- 
dent  to  him  to'  increase  those  expeases-by  a  pro- 
ject of  this  kind— the  proposed  war  woai«i  not  be 
a  war  of  great  battles,  botrbtfaer  a  war  of  means; 
England  would  make  the  war  as.  expensive  to  ns 
'as  possible,  andif  ,w.^  sat  Our  with*  expenses  so  ex- 
travagant, thenar  ixiight  terminate  unfavorably. 
Tire  House  adjourned  without  faking  the  ques- 
tion. -       "•  ' . 


MoNOAY,  January  27. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  ibe, Committee  oC  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  $t  bill  makmg  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  th^  year  1812; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on*  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Seybbrt  said;  tiiat  wheq'  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  take  up  the  subject  of  the  Navy,  be 
had  qccasiott  to  Iook  into  the  expenses  of  that 
^stablishmtot  and  especially  into  the  expenses  of 
the  navy  yard  in  this  city;  aqd  from  examiniag 
the  account  lately  laid  before  this  Honfee  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tvavy,  of  the. expenses  Of  ISIO, 
ne  vtraa  induct  to  offer  the  JfoUowing  resoiution : 

Ituokfed,  Tbst  the  Secretary  of  .the  tizry  be  di- 
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reeled  to  \»f  bMora  this  Honte  n  fltat'eraent  of  the  eic-> 
pendituTOB  of  puUic  moneyi  in  the  ttttrj  yttd  of  the 
City  of  VTashington,  daring  the  pattyeaf,  diitingoisk- 
ing  the  nU'oe  of  the  matariab .  naed  for  .repair*,  Jhe 
labor  bflitowed,'aadrthe  nakure  of  the  w6rk  perfbrmad,. 
'the  AuiBber  of  officert*  oveneers^  and  wofkoieo,  to- 
gether with  their  pay  and  duty. , 
.  Mr.  BA68PFT  ho|ied  tbe-^nUemaa  froia  Penn- 
sylvania would  have  no  objection  to  i|dd  the  navy- 
yard  of  'Philadelphia-  Xq  the  resolutiop. 

Mr.  SsvaERT  declared  he  would  not ;  i^a4  on 
«agg*s<ion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,,  the  weola- 
tion  wAs  80  modified  aa  to^mbmce  all  the  navy 
yards,  and  ihea  agre^  td.       •  .      «.     ,  • 

-     NAVAL  EST ABLIBHMENT. 

Tbe  House  then  took, up  tlie  order  of  the  day, 
viz :  the  bill  coricerniogf  tike  Nayy.^  The  ques- 
tion of  agreement  lo  the  report  of  the  Commitlee 
of  the  Whole  tu  strike  out  the  section  for  build- 
ing new  frigates* beiag  stillAinder  consideration — 
Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  iudi^ppsed  as  lie  was,  had 
he  obeyed  .the  imputee  of  his  feelings,  he  should 
not  then  have  risen  from'  his  seat.  .  He  did  not 
know  indeed  that  he  should  be  able  (o  preseftL 
his  view  of  th6  subject  to  the  ^ousej  nor  (should 
he  be  «o  fortunate)  did  he  expect  i^  would  influ- 
ence the  d^ision  of  the.  question.    But  as  the 
opponents  to  the  bill  lia^  been  identified- with  the 
enemies  of  commerce,  'and  as  .he  w^s  one  of  the 
number,  he  could  not,  i^uietly  submit  to  an  infer- 
ence so  totally  unsupported-<i-^o  totally  unfounded. 
The  people,  said  Mr.  B.,  whom  t  represent  are  as 
•  much  interested  in  conamerce,  in  proportion  .to* 
their  numbers,  ds  those  tf  any  section  .of  tbe 
Union,  and  would  be  a6  unwilling  (o  abandoji  it. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  because  the  principal  part 
of  the  American  tdnnage  belongs  to  the  NortheVn 
and  Eastern  Stifles,  itny  have  a  greater  stake  in 
commerce  tban  the  Southern  ?    Unquestiohably* 
Dot.     The  annual  surplus-products  of  the  plantei* 
and  farmer  are  the  foundation  of  commerce,  and 
their  value  depends  op  the  demand  for  them  and 
the  facility  with  which  they  may  be  conveyed  to 
market*    The  ship-owAers  are  concerned  only  to 
the  exteQt  of  their  profits  arising'from  tfansporta- 
tioa  and  other  incidental  circumstances.  ^  It  is, 
therefore,  obvious  that  if  comroierce  be  suspended, 
the  agriculturists,  who  furnish  the  articles' to  be 
transported  abroad,  sustain  a  loss  so  muoh  greater 
than  that  of  the  ship-owners  as  the  value  of  those 
articie&^is  superior  to  the  projlts^  of  conveyance  to 
a  foreign  maVk^t.    The  carrier  loves  his  freightr-^ 
the  farmer  and  planter  their  products.    On  look- 
ing at  the  amount  in  value  of  Our  domestic  ex- 
ports, it  will  be  perceivec)  that  nearly  one-fourth 
is  furnished  by  a  part  of  the  Southern  States  in 
the  article  of  cotton  alone — a  proportion' which 
is  hot  furnished  bv^an  equal  population  in  any 
other  porlioa  of  the  country.    Myobject  is  not 
to  draw  invidious  distinctions,  but  to  show  the 
extreme  importance  of  commerce  to  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  So^th,  and  consequently  the  interest  we 
baye  ia  its  protection.    Sir,  there  exists  noindis^ 
position  to  protect  commerce— the  only  difference 
of  opinioa  IS  ia  reference  to  the  extent  to  whiph  i 
tbe  protecrin^  powers  of  the  GovernaieQt'shbuld. 


he  carried,  and  the  means  which- are  best  calcula- 
ted to  efffeet  the  object. 

Had  the  advocates  for  a  navy  b^^n  as  success- 
ful-in  enforcing  conviction  of  its  necessity  or  efll-' 
c$cyin  the  protection  of  trade,  or  in  (lefeoding 
the  rights  of  the  naiioq,  as  they  were  in  display- 
ing their  ingenuity  and  talents..  I  should  not  have 
addressed  you  on  the  sdbjecl, .  Twould  have  con- 
curred with  them  in  the  pronosed  measure.  But* 
while  I  admire  tne  zeal  they  Dave  manifested,  and 
the  ability  and  elo^u^ncewith  whicih  they  have 
defended  their*  favorite  project,  my  judgment  has 
iDiot  been  convinced,  nor  have  Iceased  to  lament 
the  disc'usMon  in  which  we  are  enc^aged. .  !At  a 
moment  when  a  solemn  pledge, has  been  given  to 
tlie  nation  of  a  deterininaiioo  on  the  part  of -this 
House  to*  ^ge  war  with  England—when  the 
mode  of  warfare  and  points  of  piwck  have  been 
Selected  w;ith  reference  to  our  own  strength,  jind 
to  the  weakness  of.  the^  eneipy— when  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  to  prosecute  such  a  war  will  re- 
quire all  the  resources  of  the  Government— -when 
to  devise  a  system  for  obtaining  'money  by  loim^ 
and  taxes,  the  financial  talents  of  the  di^inguished 
officer  \tho  presides  over  your  Treasury  Depart^ 
ment  have  been  called  into  requisition-^I  say,  sir, 
.under  such  circumstances,  it  does' appear  to  me 
unfortunate  indeed,  that  the  attention  of  Conftress 
should  be  diverted  from  the  objects  for  which 
they  were  assembled  at  an  earlier  period  than 
usual,  and,  what  is  wor^e,  that  instead  6f  provi- 
ding th^  ways  and  means  which  will  be  tndispei/- 
sable,  we  should  be  hunting  up  objects  for.  further 
expenditures.  If  the  ten  frigslie's  which  it  is  pro- 
posed now  to  build,  could  be  in  readiness  for  .im- 
mediate service,  fhe  proposition  would  certainly 
be  less  objectionable.  But  it  h  admitted*  that 
no.sueh  expectation  is  entertained — thht  the  ex- 
penditure Wie  are  called  upon  tp  authorize,  is  not 
for  the  war  establishment,  biilforfature  purposes. 
What  says  the  report  of  the  committee  on  this 
object?  After  stating  the  injuries  to  which  we 
are  liable  ba  the  ocean,  the  cominitcee  remark, 
that  "it*  may  be  necessarv  to  array  tbe  national' 

*  foMe^on  that  element  wnere  the  injury  may  be 
^  sufierec),  and  where  alone  itcan  beavengei]  or  rie- 

*  dressed.    With  this  view  your  committee  haVe 

*  not  considered  this  sub|ect  with  tegard  only  to 
\  practicable  and  advisable  preparation  for  the  pres- 

*  ent  niomeotaus  crisis,  whicn,  whatever  it  may 
'  be, must  he  greatly  inadequate;  but  the  object  of 
'  the  committee  is  to  recommend  a  system  which 

*  shall  look  to  futurity,**"  ^c. 

.  It  appears  then  that  the  appropriation  of  money 
which  IS  demanded,  will  be  applied  to  a  system 
which  shall  look  to  futurity,  aad  which  if  it  snould 
be  now  executed  to  the  .extent  requirepl  by  the 
report^  would.be  "  greatly  inadequate''  to  its  object.- 
And  IS  this  the  proper  time  to  expend  millions 
for  futurity,  when  you  are  about  to  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  for  the  means  which  are 
indispeii€able  to  itnmediate  purposes?  To  my 
mind,  the  present  is  the  most  inauspicious  mo- 
ment whicn  could  have  been  selected  for  increas- 
ing* .'the  Naval.  Establishment.  An  attempt  to 
build  a  navy  oa  the  eve  of  war  by  loans  aad  taxes 
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when  the  peopU  -are  wuhoa^  a  mtfrkei  for  their 
surplus  product^«,  Uan  extraordinary  and  unparal- 
leled Ondertaking;  l  will  not  call  it "  ludicrou*.*' 
Although  such  a  character  has  been  attributed  to 
the  opposition  on  this  occasion,  it  cannot  be 
applied  to  the  bill  before  you.    The  project   of 

'my  friend  from  Sout^i  Carolina  (Mr.  Cbeves) 
will  certainly  esctipe  an  imputation  of  that  sort, 

■  and  yet  it  may  acquire  a  reputation  which  will 
not  be'  more  consolf ng  to  his  feelinirs  than  that 
which  has  fallen  to  our  lot.  No.  sir,  if  this  bill 
shall  pass,  ii  will  not  be  considered  *' ludicrous." 
— i(  will  not  excite  4he  laughter  of  the  people. 
But  unless  1  am^  much  mi^aken  their  murmun 
will  be  faeftrd,  and  their  discontent  will  be  felt.  I 
rely,  as  mach  on-  t^e  patriotism  of  the  peorple  as 
any  man. '  I,  api  persuaded  they  will  bear  any 
taxes  which  are  necessary  for  the  suffport  of  a 
war  in  defence  of  their  rwhts,  and  I  am  willing, 
to  vote  them ;  but  they  will  not  subotic  to  unne- 
cessary taxes. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  to  rely  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  on^ny  force  oth^r  than  a  naval  force, 
would  be  as  unwise  as  to  attempt  to  protect  a  corn 
field  by  fencing  in  a  distant  cotton  6eld.  The 
cases  are  not  at  all  analogous';  but  I  siwuld  con- 
sider the  wisdom  of  a  planter,  who,  ^ith  a  know- 
ledge of  hi« ability  <o  coroplete.a  f^ce  around  bis 

.  ^pltivated  field,  would  undertake  to  build  one  half 
way  for  its  protection,  at  least  equal  ta  that  which 
advises  us  to  expend  the  public  resources  on  a.na- 
yal force,  which  it  is  agreed  will  be  "greatly  in- 
adequate^^ to  its  objecL  If  the  Uiuted  States  mu^t 
become  a  great  naval  Power,  tl^e  systeni  can  be 
i^aintainjed  only  in  time.of  peace,  and  to  attempt 
it  in  time  of  war  when  you  are  uaable  to. throw 
upon  the  oceans  force  eompetent  to^ope  with 
the  enemy,  would  be  to  diminish  your  own 
«tfeogih,  and  to  increase  theirs..  On  ttie  subject 
of  the  first  paragraph  of -the  report  which  I  have 
•read,  permit  me  to  address  myself  particularly  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mitchill^ 
and  xp  remark,  that  the  doctrine  which  confines 

^tbe  remedy  to  the  seat  of  disease  in  all  ca^e$,  is  at 
war  with  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  w- 
mal  economVr  and  has  been  proved  not  to  consti- 
tute a^part  t>f  the  political  system,  by  the  vote  not 
bnly  of  himself  but  <^  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Cbeves.)  Nied  I  tell'  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  what  he  understands  much 
better  ihani  do,  that  diseases  of  the  head  are  fse- 
quently  cured  by  applicatioDs  to  the  feet?  Or  is 
it  necessary  to  remind  th^  gentleman  that. in  vo- 
ting/or the  bill  wbic)}  authoiized  the  raising  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men  totikke  Canada,  they  ad- 
mitted the  fallacy  of  this  doctrine?  Where  has 
England  done  you  th^e  most  injury?  On  the 
high  seas.  Where  do  you  propose  to  retaliate? 
In  Canada.  And  when  gentlemeo-  themselves 
have  advockted  this  course  of  prooeeding,  do 
they  act  consistently  in  telling  the  House  that  in- 
juries can  only  be  redressed'  or  avenged  on  the 
element  where  they  have  been  committed  ?  In  my 
humble  opinion  the  course  Which,  has  been  pursued 
as  a  rational  one,  founded  in  the  policy  that  must 
always  influence  the  conduct  of  an  injured  party 


disposed  to  retaliate.  The  enemy  is  invincible 
on  the  o^ean,  even  if  the  whole  oavai  force  of  the 
world  "besides  be  united  against,  her.  Her  posses- 
sions to.  the  noith  are,  under  existing  oireum- 
sta'nces.  of  the  first  imporuace  tp  hef,«nd  they 
are  within  our  reach.  Without  then  applying 
our.  exertions  where  defeat  would  be  inevitable, 
we  have  determined  to  direct  the  strength  oif  the 
-nation  against  the  most  vulnerable  points  where 
success  will  be  certain,  and  where  retaliatmo  will 
be  mdst  sensibly  felt.  And.it  is  on  this  principle 
the  iidvDcates  of  a  navy  piropose  to  derive  ad'Fan* 
tage  from  it.  They  admit  that  it  cannot  protect 
our  oemmerce  in  the  European  or  Asiatic  seas,  bat, 
s^y  they,  it  will  be  competent  to  annoy  the  West 
India  trade  of  England  if  she  i interrupts  oars  in 
distant  seas,  and  in/that  way  make  it  ner  interest 
to  let  us  alone.  .  W^n,.sir,  thfs  is  precisely  the  ob- 
ject of  taking  Canada,  and  we  will  leave  the  an- 
noyance of  her  West  India  trade, to  the  enterprise 
of  our  privateers,  '  They  are  much'better  calcu- 
lated for  that  purpose  than  ships  of  war. 

But  we  are  told  that  the<  President  has  recom- 
mended an  increase  of  our  Naval  Establbhmeat, 
as  a  part  of  the  w%r  preparations;  A  reference 
to  his  Message  will  demonstrate  thai  geoileinea 
are  mistaken  in  regard  to  that  fact.  After  de- 
tailing the  evidence  of.hostile  inflexibltity  onihe 
part  of  Great  Britain/and  calling  on  Congress 
to  put  thie  country  into  an  armor  and  anitude  de- 
manded by  the  crisis,  he  proceeds :  "  I  recommend 


be  engaged  for  a  more  li^nsited  term ;  for  the  ac* 
'  ceptance  4f  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic 
'  ardor  may.cottrt  a  participation  in  urgent  ser- 
^  vices ^  for  detachments,  %s  they  may  be  wanted, 
'  of  other  portions  of  the  militia,  and  for  such  a 
'preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will  proportion 

*  its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacities."  Surely 
if  he  had  placed  any  reliance  on  a  navy,  and  had 
believed  it  ought  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  "  ar- 
mor," he  would  have  felt  himself' bound  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  say  so,  It  is  true  that  ip  another 
part  of  the  Message,  unconnected  With  the  sub- 
ject of  war  preparations,  the  foIFowing  paragraph 
•IS  to  be  found-:  "Your  attention  will  of  cuurse 
^  be  drawn  to  such  provisions. on  the  subject  of 

*  our  naval  force  as  may  be  required  for  the  ser- 
^  vices  to  which  it  may  be  best  adapted.  I  sub- 
'  mit  to  Congress  the  seasonableoess  also  of  aa 
^  authority  to  augttient  the  stock  of  such,  ma- 
Vterials  as  are .  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or 
^  ma^  not  a>  once  be  attainable."  What  are  the 
^ervices  to  which  .our  naval  force  is  best  adapted, 
IS  left  to:  the  decision  of  Congress ;  but  aa  in- 
crease of , the  eansting'  forcre  is  not.recomoieDded. 
As  to  augmepting*the  stock  of  materials,  the  pre- 
cise^bject  is  not  stated,  but  it  was  probably  ad- 
vised for  the  purposes  of  repairs  and  the  like.  It 
has,  however,  been  mentioned,  that  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy^  an  officer  acting  trader  the 
President,  has,  in  a  report  now  before -the  House^ 
jSatd  much  in  behalf  of  ships  and  frigates,  it  fol- 
lows he  4ias  spoken' the  sentiments  and  wisbes  of 
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the  Pfesident.  Such  a  cooclujiioQ  wopid  not  be 
authorized  fram  the  premjs^s  trader  any  circum- 
stances, and  certainly  npt  in  the  pr^s^nt  case, 
whe;i  it  16  recollected  that  the  report  ia«i[n{)ly 
an  answer  to  queries  proposed  to  the  Qepartmeat 
by  a  committee  of  this  JlQqse— queries  it  waa 
the  duty  of  the  Secretaij  to  ^hswer  according  |o 
his  knawledge  and  baKef. 

Gentlemen  have  also  endeavored  to  fortify 
their.arguments  by  stating  that  Mr.,  Jefferson  iti 
the  year  1792,  while  Secrteiaiy  of 'State,'  advo- 
cated .a  o^vai  defence  in  a  celebrati^d  report  made 
to  Congress.  And  here  permit  me  to  remark', 
that  so  far  from  that  report  authot^izine  (he  in- 
ference w  hieh  ha3  been  .drajva,  it  aflbrds  strong 
evidence  that  Mr.  Jefierson  .^considered  a  nayy 
neither  .competent  to  the  psotection  of  commerce, 
nor  to  tf^6  defence  of  the  eountry.  What  Wfis 
the  object  .of  that  report,  and  what  wexe  ihe^  cir- 
cumstances which '  produced  it  ?  T'he  tlonse  of 
Representatives  called  oa  the  Secretary  jof  State 
to  report  to  Congress  the  nature,  and  extent  of 
the  restrictions  whidh  ^ere  Jmposed  by  foreign 
nations  bq  the  commerce  of  thfe..  United  Slates, 
and  the  measures  w|iich  Jie  should  think  pvopef 
to  be  adopted  for  the  impr^vemienuof  cpmm^i^ce 
and  navigation.  If -the  Secretary  of  State  thought 
a  naval  lorce  proper  for  ihat  purpose,  it  'fraslfri^ 
duty  K>  recemo^nd  it,  and  he  >voikI(i  fiuqUestion- 
ably  hav^  done  so...  If,  on  ihecont/ary,  it  is  no^ 
enumerated  among' the  measures  advised,  th^  in- 
ference in  relatien  to  his  opinion  on  the  subject  is 
clear  ajpd.  conclusive.  The  report  ia  of  coo^der-. 
able  length;  and,  I  will  not  read  it  tti  ihe  Hojose^. 
It  is  sumcient  for  my  argument  to  retpark  that  it 
details  tire  restrictions  and  vexations  to  which. the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  wa» subjected  by 
foreign  nations;  eofocces  the  neoesfity  of  secur- 
ing the  carri.^e  o{  our  commodities  to  ml^rket  jn 
our  own  vessels,  and  points  otit  the  appropriate 
me^ns  for  effecting  ttat  object.  Wnhont  rep^t-" 
ing*  the  |)articular  /nodes  of  retaliation  which  he 
proposed,  it  is  only  neisessary  to  say  thai  a  naval 
force  constituted  no  part  of  his  '^ysiem,  and  is. 
not  ev^n  meniioped«  ^ow:vsir,  if.  any  further, 
evidence,  be  required  as  to  the.  opinion  of  MiC 
Jefferson  in  relation \^to  the  policy  of  a. naval  ea- 
tablisbmeat,  it  ma^. be  found  in  th^  history  of 
the.eigbt  years  during  which  he.  presided  over 
the  national  concecns.  It  shoufd  be  remeipbered 
that'  during  a  considerable  part. of  that  term  .titers 
was  regularly  an  annual  sarpjuspf  revenue,  ai^d 
his  duty  demanded  that  he  ^  should  recommend 
^  from  time  to  time  the  objects  on  which  the  wel- 
'  fare  of  the  nation  required  its  expenditure.  In 
the  whole  course  of  those  prosperous  years,  when 
loans  and  taxes  were  nev^r.  heard  of,  did  he  ever 
advise  an  increase  of  th^  Navy,  this  '^  most  ap- 
propriate, adequate-,  aqd  cheap  def^nc^  T'  'No, 
sir^  never. '  He  /iid  recommend  the  building  of 
ganboats  for  the  protectioh  of  4:>ur  ports  and  har- 
bors ;  and  the  experience  of  other'  nations  has. 
proved  that  they  are  better  calculated'^  for  that 
obj.ect  than  any  naval  force  whatsoever.  But 
we  are  told  that  the  views  ^hich/  some  of  us 
entertain  on  this  subject,  are'the  jfesult  of  pieju- 


dice.  What»  permit  die  to  inqui^^,  Halve  been  the 
effects  of  this  prejudice  7  Ji  has.  exempted  t^he 
nation  from  a  participation  (a  the  ruinous  wars 
of  Europe,  to  which,  if  .id  -possess i^qn  of  a  fleet, 
we  ekould  ha-ve  laog  sinc&>have  been  a  party  If 
has  reduced  the  ..public  debt  from  eighty-three 
millions  of  dollars  to  less  than  thirty-four,  and  ia  . 
so  much  dimini;^ed  the  puJbirc  burdens~>a  debt 
which  had  been  increased  by  the  prgfuse  expend* 
ilufes  of  forpaer  Adminfstrati«ns.  The  people 
haye  rapidly  advanced  in  wealth;'  they  have  en- 

i'ofed  tliefruitsoft)ieir  honest  induatry,  and  they 
Lave  be^n  nappy.  The  whqle  country  has  pre-, 
sen  ted  a  scene  of^  contentment'  and  prosperity 
which  is  unexan^led  jn  the  world;  and,- if  such' 
are  the  glorious  consequenoes  of  ^'  prejudice,"  t 
aeknowleijge.  its  influence,,  and  wiU  not.  consent 
to >  abandon  il.  .TMt  weareaow  beset  .with 
troubles  and  eipabarras^ments,  no  maix  will  denry^ 
nor. can  it  be  believeiTthat  (Ley  could  have  been 
aye^ited,  or  would,  now  be  remuved,  by  the  pro* 
posed' naval  fofoc^.  ••        ,     •        ^     • 

.England  captures  c^r  vessels  sailing  to  the. 
CoDtvnent,  an(( condemns  theni  nnder  jier  Orders  * 
in  Council.  .Our.  other  losses  have  resulted  prin*^. 
^ipally  fcom  confi^catiqns  under  municip^i^l  rego-- 
^^tions.  >NoWyl  would  ask,  of  what  avail  would 
b^  apy. naval. force  which  the  re^ouroeaof  this 
country  coulcl^ furnish,' in  remedVing  these  evils? 
There  is  not  "an  inteUi^n  I  merchant  in  the  na* 
tioiv  who  would  accept  a  convoy  to  the  conti- 
net^t  of  Europe ;  he.  wohld  prefer  the  chance  of 
e^aping  the  British  cruisers  by  his  own-  exer- 
tions and  enterprise.  'An4  if  England}  with'  hjer 
thou^nd.  ships  has  failed  to  br^k  down  the  co»* 
tiaental  system,  it  cannot  be  imagined  tl^t  a-few 
Ame/Kvta  frigates  would  frighten  Napoleon' out 
of  his  purposes.  Indeed  i^  is  itifficult  to  codceive 
how  ships  can.afford  proteofion  to  property  after 
it  islanded  within  his  dominions.  .On  the  high  . 
seaa  the  navy  of  England,  unrivaled  a^  itisy  hto- , 
iiot.b^eta  able  to  protect  her  cotoaraierfee  friun  the 
''^depredations  of  ^French  privateers| '  not  will  il* 
from  .PUTS  if  lye  shall  be /eugaied*  in*  waf  witli. 
her.  Did  apt  i|ie.  gentleman  from  South  Garo* 
Una-.^M;:,  Qa^vne,)  whose- dfsiin«iialiei  talents 
have  been  .e^ert^d  in  bfhalf  of  tha^  present  bUl,. 
declar^tq  the  Housf;,  that  England  U  weftkest  on 
the'ocea)X$  that  she  could  not  protect  her  com- 
merce; and  shall  the  Uniteti  States .expQ<xt  toac*. 
oomplish  -an  object  by  a  few  sbips  which  l)un*« 
dreds.have  been  found  incompetent  to  attain? 
Unquestionably  jf  the  iiavy*of  Eqgland  is  incom- 
petent to  the  {)cotecti^n  of  her.  bommeree ;  ifl 
after  having,  expended  millions  and  hundreds  of 
millions  go  her  .naval,  establishment  she  is  still 
weakest  en  the  ocean,  we  are  furoiahed.  with  an 
inspperable  argument  agaidst  ^he^propOsed  m^as-' 
ure.  Reference  has  beien  made  to  tiae  evenlfs  of 
1798,  and  gentlemen,  av^are*  that  the  people- of 
the  Un^ed  Stated-  oondemnied  the  project  of  a 
navy  at  that  time,'  sav  it  may- have  beenwrojig 
then  and  right  now,  I  can  readily  perceive  how. 
the  ref:erse  of.  this  proposition  might  be  true,  but 
the  case  as  stated  cannot  be  correct.  Wnether 
we  look  at  the  resources  of  the  country,  or  the 
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state  of  the  world/ reasons  inaf  be  qr^edfor.sl 
naval  establish-mettt  theDj  whick.ard  totally^  inap- 
pHcable  to  present  times  an^  circumstancesi  The 
object  was  to  oppose  the  depcedations  of  French 
cruisers;  and' considering  the 'small  na-val  fbrce 
of  France  compared  with  iiht  of  England,  the 
force  then  proposed  was  profafably  adequate  to 
effect  it.  But  at  present  our  resources  and  means 
cannot  furnish  anjr  naval  farce  J^ut  which  it  it  is 
admitted  will  be  inadecfuate ;  aad' really  if  I  were 
an  advocate  for  the  proposed  system,'  I  \rould 
fiianklf  acknowledg^e  tha^  the  opposition  of  the 
.Repupiicaps  in  1798  was  wrong,  and  that  the 
then  ruling  party  were  righl^.  -  We  are  told,  how- 
^ver,  that  i«  1798  the'  people  ^Iso  condemned 
armies  and  loans  and  tales,  and  that  to  be  con- 
sistent we  should  vote  against  them'oow^  Sir, 
tho  opposition  to  tirmies,  loans,  .and  taxes  at  that 
-time,  resulted  from  a  conviction. on  the  public 
mind)  not  that  they  ra^9t  be  improper  under  any 
otrfiumstancee,  bJut  that  they  wel%  thi?n  tinoecea- 
saryv  It  was* a  system  of  patronage  and  expense 
evidently  without  a  legitimate  object;  and  there- 
fore ^JHsdy  condemned..    There  was  no  foreign 

.  'eneiny  on  which-  the  Army  could  possibly  oper- 
ate, and  it  was  obvious  that  it  coul4  not'  ha^ce  been 
intended  to  defend  the  country  asralnst  a  foreign 
foe.  How  is  the  case  now?  The.pAblrc  senti« 
ment  has  trailed  for  war  with  England,  and  an 
army,  cherefoife.  is* necessary  io  our  defence,  and 
to  attack  the  neighboring  possessions  of  the  eqe^ 
my.  .  But  the  opposition  to  a  naval  establish- 
ment was  fouRded  not  on  the  time  nor  circam- 
stanceSf'^Qcaxise  if  war  with  France  was  proper, 
a  naval  foroe,  being  adequate  to  infliot  a  deep 
wound  upon  her,  was, not  without  an  object,  as 
W&s  the  Af my ;  oit  the  contraTry^  the  arguments 
against  a  nary. were  diawn  from  the  nature  of 
t&e  thing  itsUf,  as^  when  established  being  apetr 
maneDt  evil,,  incompatible  with  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  country.  And  I  concur  perfectly 
in  the  opinion  that  the  liberties  of  this  country- 
are  more  likely  to  be  endangered  by  navies  thaO 
armies,  although  thereisno  ground  to  apprehend 
a  direct  subversion  from  either.  We  are  exempted 
troiA  such  an  apprehension  by  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory over  which  our  popolatiOn'is  scattered^  the 
habits,  feelings,  and  pursuits  of  the  people ;  the 
nature  of  our.  institution^,  and  the  rarioua  cir- 
eumstajnces  w}iich  distinguish  the  United  States 
from  the  rest  of  the  world.  When  the  Brjtisfa 
possessions  to  the  North  shall  have  been  takeir,  it 

'is'ffcarcely  possible  that  aitibition  can  finda  pr^- 

'tett  for  raising  a  considerable,  army.  If  it  be 
apparent,  as  it  will  -be,  that  there  is  no  proper 
object  against  Which  an  army  can  acr,  the  people 

.wUl  frown  on  every  aaemptlo  raise  one,  as  they 
/did  in  1798.  Build  A.  navy,  and  there  will  always 
be  plausible  pretexts  "for  increasing  it.  Your 
navy,  as  all-navies  h^ve  doae  from  their  original 
institution,  will  produce  wars,  and  wars  will  fur- 
nish arguments  ibr  increasing  your  navy.  That 
such  will  be  the  course  of  events,  the  history  of 
every  nava^P(y#e^  that  lias  existed  fi;(!ly  tiemon- 
strates.  The  West  India,  islaqds  'are  at  your 
dpors,  and  afford  temptations  which  wtth  a  haval 


force  would  not  «iong  be  resisted.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  for  me 'to  remark  that  coitoption  is  the 
only  instrumj^nt  which  can  ever  be  saecessfullf 
wielded'  against  the  liberties  of  this  people.  If, 
tlxen,  wars. produce  tforrup|ien,  and  owing  to  the 
local  situation  and  ciroumstances  of  this  country, 
a  navy  is  an  instrument  better  calculated  tocre- 
ate  Wai-s  than  an  army.  I  think  it  follows  conclu- 
sively that  It  isr  more  danjaferons  to  the  pubJic  lib- 
erty. That. both  ate  inimical  to  peace,  was  at 
least  lielieved  by  th^  framers  of  ^e  Cooamotion. 
It  is  provided  that  no  Stato  shall,  without  Che 
consent  of  Congress,  '^keep  troops  or  ships  of 
war  in  tiipc  of  peace:"  Why»  if  a  naf  al  force 
be  "perfectly  innoxaous  ^to'tbe  pobHc  liberty,'' 
was  this  restriction  iih posed  on  the  States?  la 
no  other  view  than  that , which  I  bare  stated. 
could  such  a  re^trtctionr  have  b^en  necessary,  or 
would  it  have  Secured  the  assent  of  the  States. 

Another  argument  has  been  urged  is  faror  of 
the  bill,  which)  If  well  vfounded,  would  be  cob- 
clnsive.  It  is,  that  the  Constitution  rmperioosly 
enjoins  on  Cotlgress  the  j^rovidingr  of  a  nary. 
'*  Congress  gliall  have  power  to  provide  and  main- 
tahia  navy.^  Sueh  ar»  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  in  order  to  sfiow  that  so  far  from 
btfing  ifttpelrative  they  oi>ly  delegate  a  dtseretioo- 
ary  power  n^hich  may*or'may  not  be  exerctied 
as  Congress  shaH  judge  proper.  I  will  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  fo  other  powers  granted  in 
similar  terms.  <<  Congress  shall  hare  power  to 
boirrow  money,  to  ratse  and\  support  aroues.  to 
grant  letters -of  marque  and  reprisal*"  Now,  if 
there  >e  an-  imperative  obligatioa  to  provide  a 
navy  independent  of  all  circumstances  whatso- 
ever, we  are  equally  bound  to  exercise  the  other 
pbwers.  'The  grant  in  each  ctlse  is  certainly  the 
saihe,  and  therefore  necessarily  entitled  to  the 
same  construction.  If,  however,  the  constructioa 
for  which  Some  have-  contended  were  correct,  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroiioa, 
(Mh  OsEVEfl,}  what  becomes  of  his  favorite  pro- 
j<^t  of  manning  a  navy,  b]^  withbolditig  commis- 
sions of  marque  and  reprisal.  The  gentleman, 
when  told  that  a  fleet  could  not  he  manned  with- 
out impressment,  replied  that  -on  the  ere  of  war 
we  had'nothfnfi^'to  do  ,butt^  refuse  commissions 
td  pri^teers.  nhtil  a  competent  number  of  sea- 
men for  the  na^ai  service  was  procured.  But  if 
the  authority  to  provide  a  navy  Were  imperative, 
thaf  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  would 
be  equally  so,  and  consequently  they  could  ooc  be 
withheld.  .  <     .• 

'  We  are  told,  hoWever,  sir,  that  a  navy  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  protection  of  commerce,  and  that 
it  is  the  bonnden  duty  of  Congresa  to  protect 
oapimerce,  cost  what  it  may.  I  deny  the  cor- 
rectness of  either  proposition.  Comtner^e  is  the 
act  of  buying  and  selling,  and  has  .gain  for  its 
object.  Proseeate  it  at  an  eT{>dnse  greater  than 
its  profilb,  and  th^  objectis  totally  losL  An  indi- 
▼idual  engaged  in  any  speeies  of  trade  will  aban- 
don it  whenfever  it  becomes  a, losing  business,  and 
a  wise  Governme.otj  in  extending  its  protecting 

fowers,  win  be  influenced  by  the  same  principle, 
f  Oepgress  ttadartakes  to  protect^  a  portion  of 
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the  oommuDity,  iava  bjraoch  of  oommerce,  at  aa. 
aonuai  ex  pease  greater  than  its  profits  would  p{iy, 
it  can  onij  |>e  doae  by  taking  money  from  the 
pockets  of  others,  in  violation  pf  the  Goostitu* 
tionsLlinjunction  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 
Sir,  the  object  of  Government  is  to  promote  the 
security,  and  happiness  of'  the  people.  In  attain- 
ing that  object,  there  are  certain  indispensable 
duties  which  must  be  perforfiQied,,oi*  allegiance 
ceases;  Xh^  person  and  propeotypf  the  citia^en 
while,  witbm  the  country. are,  .as  a  matter  'of 
right,  ^ntitled'to  proteclioii  from  fQreign  ttnq  do»- 
mestic  violence,  cost  what  it  tuay.  But  how  far. 
protection  shall -be  'afforded  without  your  juris- 
^dictiooal  limits,  is  altogether  a. subject  ffi  policy. 
Nationpil  independence  j?  a  .perfect  right,  and 
must  be  maintained  ai  everv  hazard.  Foreign 
commerce  is  aa^imperfeotrigbt,.which.  cannot  be 
exercised  without  the  consent  of  parties  Jod«- 
pendeot  of  each  other;  ^nd  the  ex.t^t  ta.whiob, 
protection  should  be^afforded  alwHys  has  been, 
and;  from  the.nature  of  the  rights,  always  mu^t 
be,  a  matter  of  calculation.  One  nation  may  or 
may  not  tracfie  with  another,  And. there  is  no  in-, 
fringemenl  91  ftsv  rights j;  bM  an  attack  on  a  per- 
fect right  is  a  viojatioa  oX  the  laws.of  hature^nd 
of  nations,  and  demsind.s  the' most  prompt  resist- 
ance. But  supposing  yeu  were  authorizea  to  com- 
pel France  or  any  other  nation  to  buy  your  prp- 
duct^,  it  requires  no  argumjeats  to  ^roye  thttVsuch 
an  effect  could  not  result  from  g  tiav^i  establishr 
meht. . 

Permit  me  to  notice|  however,  1^  new  system  of. 
political  economy,  which  has  been  introduced  in 
the  codrse  of  the  present  discussion. ,  We  ha^e 
heard  that  the  merchant  pays  the  revenue  which 
supports  the  Government ;  t|)at  commecqe/s  the 
apnual  citpital  of  the  country,  ambuntid^g.  to  six 
hundred  millions  of  dollars;  and  we.  are  asked, 
*j  will  you  abandon  that  capital  ?"  t  bad,  always 
been  taught  to  believe  that  the  revenue  .was  drawn 
from  the  purses^of  the  con8ua>ers,^and  ihat  the  act, 
of  buying  and  selling  was*  lUstipeuishahle.^rem 
the  article  linought  or  sold.  The  ^ct  is,. that  the 
merchant  only . lidVance$  the  revenue'  or.  gives 
bond  to  pay  it.  but  the  Amount  is  added  to  the 
cost  of  his  goocts ;,  and  he  is  eventually  risioabur- 
sed  by  the  consumer  with  a. profit.  The* people, 
.of  the  United  States  therefore,  who  copsunae  the 
goods^  pay  the  se venue,. and 'not. the  merqtuint. 
The  capital  of  commerce  is  the  annual  surplus 
products  of  the  CQuntry„  which  have  never  amount- 
ed to  fifty , millions  of  dollars.  Still  iW  not  dis- 
posed to  abap  don  commerce,  becau8e,''a9  I  have 
before.remarked,  it  is  indispensabld',  in  a  gnat  de- 
gree, to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture.  •  ".They  are, 
indeed,  as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  M  itch  ill,)  "  twin  sisters,'!  jand 
yet  they  are  very  unlike^  in  character.  Agricul- 
ture, the  elder  sisjtier,  is  contented,  frank,'  and  un- 
suspicious— always  making  ^cwfices,  never  re 


g'r^at  m«is8  .o(  agricakurists  in  any  c/mntry-  be- 
coming corrupt;  while,  on  the  contrary^  States 
that  have  been  peculrariy.comflperqiaKhave  beea 
peculiarly  coWupt.  For  an  eiwampie,!  r?fer  gen- 
tlemen to  Holland,  from'  whom  \hey'  have  dr»wn 
arguments  in  support  of-  th&ir  system  of  pavai 
powe^^  The  idea.  Mit  Speaker,  which  I  wish  to 
convey,*  is,  tfa^t' notwithstanding  -the  intimate- 
cQonexion  which  subsists  between -agrieulture  and 
eomlxterce,  the  interest  of  the  latter  may  be  pro- 
moted ex  the  expense  of  the  former  State;  thiat  such 
had  ^e^erally  been  the  case,Vod..that  it  will  prob- 
ably-continue  to  be  soinjiU  countries  wliere.com* 
merciftl  in^oence  is  ei^teqslve.  The  magnanimity 
which  has  been  displayed,  by  the  planting  and 
farming  interests  of  this  country,  in  affording"  pro«- 
tecudn  to  the  commercial,  vpught  not  to  beaver- 
looked.  Does  not  your  statute  book  furnisl^  con- . 
elusive  evidence  tba(  cc^mmerce  has  been  'fostered 
;»t  the  expense  of  ^giioiileure  ?  The  great  body 
of  the  pepple  derive,  comparatively,  scarcely  any 
■benefit  from  your -system  of  drawbacks,  di^crimi^ 
nating  duties,  dbe.jatid  althgughit  is  probably  toe 
source  of  oiur  present,  troubled,  it  has  not 'been 
abandoned.  The  jealousy  of  KnglaWd  in  relation 
to  the  extensive  carrying- trade *'of  the-vUnited 
States  which  has  grown  6ut  of  t^atsyetem,  was 
fully  manifested  in  the  late  treaty,  negotiated  by 
Mr.  l^oaroe;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  relin- 
quishment of  the  system  «t  that  tigCle.  might  havei 
produced  an  adj:tfstmeBt.or;Our  differences..  Put, 
sir,  this  is  not  enough.;  the  people  most, be  taxed 
to  build  a  navy.  Twelve  Beveuty-fours  and 
twenty  fcigates  are  .wknted,  andf,  as  we  are  told,' 
will  *be  competent  to  protect  90m merqs,  apd' de- 
fend a  seacoast  of  two  thoiisancl  niiles-.  They  ai^e 
at. the  same  moment  to  protect  your  trade  ji|  least 
as  far  as  the  Gulf  Stream  ;  defend  the  months  of 
the  Mississippi,  Bo«ton,.New  York,  and  all  the  iUt 
termediate  plorts-end'harbors.  If,  indeed,  those 
objeetsKxould  be  secured  by  the  proposed 'fprce,.it 
must  possess  aUributes  which  have  never  belc^nged 
to  any  similar  establUhmeat.  It  is  said  that  Bug* 
land,  with  all  her  ships  of:  war,  -^lis-weakest^on  the 
ocean';?'  and  yet,  from  the  same  quiirter,  we  leari^ 
t^e  incalculable  Advantages  which' are  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  few  frigates  and  ^venty-Cburst  The 
truth  is,  that  >conquest  Jind  oppression  were  the 
objects  for  which  navies  h^ve  been  instituted,  and 
tq.  such  they  have  always  been  applied.  Ti^e 
same  motives  which  gave  rise  to  standing  armies' 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  produced,  the  British 
navy  ;  and  they  fanrve  both  been  used  fpr  the  same 
purposes.'  But,  say  frentlemeo,  4his  i^nn^irgn- 
mentdsawn  from  abuse,  and  may  bejurged  against 
.the' use  of  any.and  every  power.  \I  admit  that 
this  remark  is  in  general  .correct,  but  it  does  net 
follow  that  all  powers  are  equally  liable  to  abuse, 
nor  that  there  are' none  whiojh  if  used  will  cex* 
tainiy  be  abused.  .For  example — ^xhe., Coostiiu- 
*  ^en  deprives  the  States  of  the  power  to  keepsbip^ 


sister,  is  cunniog,evaricious,and  rapacious — never 
satisfied  unless  her  gains  are  commensurate  with 
her  desire^.  Such  are  their  -characters  a^  fur^ 
i^i^hed  bji:  his'tofy.    ^hereis^no  instance  of  the 


ceivinjj;  noy  in  return.    Commerce,  the  younger    of  war  in  tipie  of  peace,  while  in  the  exercise  of 


other  impgrtaat  powers  the^  are.  net  restrained*' 
Why. this  particular  restriction?    The  peculiar 
liberty  of  tki^  power,  if  u^d,  to  be  abu^..    1  re-* 
pe^V^^Aj  tljiai^  i^$vi^»;are.  calculated  to  pr^uce 
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muchief,  but  that  theyncrer  haFe  beeiir' compe- 
tent to  'protect  and  perpetuate  the  commef ce  tff 
atiy  naiioD.  Holland  was  an  ektensively  cotn- 
merciai  and^  naval  Power,  and  how 'was  her  com- 
merce destroyed?  The  advocates  of  a  navy 
have  famished  the  answer: — by  the  navigation 
system  of  England.  Certain  municipal  coitimer- 
4:ial!  regulatidfns  in  the  British  ports  ruined  the. 
trade  of  Holland,  her  navy  to  the  contrary  jiot- 
witbstanding.  Well,  ^ir,. what  is  the  inference? 
That  a  navf  is  neciessary  or  adequate  to  the 
maintenance  ef^cbmmerce  ?  Unquestionably  not. 
It  proves  all  the  opponents  to  this  bill  can  desire  t 
that  commerce  is  neither  dependent  on  siich  pro- 
tection, nor  capable  of  being  maintaiired  by  it. 
The  best  support  to  trade  is  the  ability  of  a*  na- 
tion to  furnish  oto  the  most  reasonable  terms  such 
aHicles  as  are  necessary  to  the  wants  or  conveni- 
ences of  others  I  ]ind,as  evidence  of  the  fact,  I 
would  refer  to  the  history  of  our  own  country.. 
The  commerce  of  the  United  States -has  flour- 
ished beyond  example  wrthout.a  navy,  wtiLe  Eng- 
land with  her  great  maritiqie  force  h|as  not  been 
aUe  to  compete  with  the  enterprise  of  our  iner* 
chants.  What  ie  the  cbnditioi>  of  England,  and 
what  the  state  of  her  com meree?  She  is  ^hut* 
out  from  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  from  this 
country.  Her  merchants  are l)eeoming bankrupts; 
her  manufactiirera  in  a  situation  the  most  miser* 
i^e,  and  the  nation  is  writhing  under  the  conse- 
quences of  a  system  produced  by  the  inordinate 
ambition  w^ich  htfs  resulted  fromtts  naval  supe- 
riority. And  aUhough  a  great  naval. force  b^s 
been  competent  to  create  sucl)  wretchedness^  it  is 
found  to  be  perfeotfy  inadequate  to  its  relief. '  Na- 
poleon, by  rqunicipal  regolations,  has  stfspended 
the  cdmmerce  of  Engiand,  which  supported  her 
naty,  but  wbich  her  navy  c^not  defend  lior  pro- 
tect. It  is  trqe/thiit,  in  cOnseqaenee  of  her  mairt- 
time  strength,  France  dare  not  send*  a  ship  of  war 
to  sea ;  but  it  is  not  less  true,  that  theconfinental 
■ystem  has  Inflicted  a  wound  upon  her  commerce 
equal  to  that  which  she  has  i)een  able  to  inflict 
on  the  oomm(erceof  others.  And  permit  me  to  re* 
mark,  that  if  Bonaparte,  With  probablv  more  than 
an  hundred  ships-of-the-jine,  ie  unable  to  proteet 
foreignrConMiieree,  it  would  appear  diffii^lt  to  con- 
ceive how  we  could  effect.that  object  with  ten  frig- 
ates, or -twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigate^. 
I  conclude,  then,  sir^  that  commerce  and  naval 
power  are  not  identified,' and  tbat  opposition  to  the 
on^,afibrdsnopresnmption  of  hostility  to  the  other. 
We  are  liostil^  to  the  proposed*nav^,  because  it  iii 
inadequate  to  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended, 
and  because  it  is  caleulated'.to  involve  th/e  nation 
in'Useless  and  -wasteful  expenditure's.  We  deduce 
from  history,  that,  while  naval  Powers  have  pos* 
sessed  the  ability  and  disposition .  to  annoy  the 
commerce,  of.  others,  thpy  hare  not  been  able  to 
protect  and  perpetuate  their  own. 
But,  fbr'  national  defence^  a  navy  is  "  the  mdst 
*  appropriate,  adequate,'  add^  cheap."  As  to  its 
cheapness,  it  1$  only  necessary  to  remark  that  the 
pay  of  a  -soldier  is  five  dollars  per  iqo^th,  and 
that  of  s^meo  in  the  naval  service  twelve  dollars. 
And  as'to  the  com|»arative  vieiv  of  expenditures 


on  a  navy  and  fortifications,  which  has  been  pre- 
sented by' the  gentleman  frotn  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  CiiEVESj)  1  cannot  perceive  its  l>earing  on 
the  present  question^  If,  as  the  gentleman  &eems 
to  suppose,  the  proposed  Nav^  Establishment 
woula  dispense  with  fortifications,  the  compari- 
son would  be  applical^le;  but  a  reference'  to  the 
report  will)  which  he  has  furnished  the  House, 
will  clea^yshowtaat  such  is  not  the  calculation. 

yhe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  remarks,  that  twelve 
seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates  ''would  be  com- 
petent,'^^^"  uniting,  Qccastonalljr,  in  operations 
with  gunboatfl*  already  built,'  if  equipped  and 
brought  ih to  servite,  and  our  fortifications"  "to 
afford  complete  protection  to  our  harbors:"  Thus  it 
appears,  that  gunboats  and  fortifications,  both  of 
which  the  gentlemaa  from  South  Carolina  has 
excluded  fVom  the  cost  of^  dfefenfce,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  estimate.  The  whole  of 
this  ^  cheap  defence"  would  cost  for  building  and 
one  year'^  service  (leaving  out  oi  view  the  smos 
already  expended^  more  than  the  whole  amount 
of  our  revenue  in  the  npiost  prosperous  years,  and 
lar  jnore  than  that  which  it  is  probable  will  be 
incurred  in- any  short  perioJ.  But  suppose  this 
fleet  were  built  and  equipped,  would  it  afford 
•cohiplete  protection  to  our  harbors  7  No,  sir. 
Did  not  the  gentleman,  froip  South  CarolioL 
(Mr.  Lowndes,)  one  of  theadvocates  of  a  nary, 
declare  to  the  House,  that  one  British  seventy- 
four  could  bloct  up  the  harbor  of  New  York,  ia 
'defiance  of  your  existing  Naval  Establishment? 
And  yet  We  are  told  by  other  advocates  that  one 
American  vessel  of  the  same  rate  will  be  equal 
to  three  of  England.  Let  us  examine  the  reason- 
ing on  which  this  latter  position  is  founded.  It 
is  assumed  as. a  fact,  from  which  very  forcible 
ct>nclasions.  have  been  drawn,  that  our  navy  is 
not  to  be  separated,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is 
to  defend  our  extensive  seacoast;  and  that  the 
enemy  is  to  be  attacked  '''in  detail,  When  his  ves- 
sels may  be  scattered."  How  a  few  ships  are  to 
defend  an  extent  of  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thou* 
sand  'miles:  and  alway.s  to  be' kept  together,  Is  be- 
yond my  limfted  compi<ehension  ^  nor  do  I  per- 
ceive why  the  vessels  of-thp  enemy  should  be 
scattered.  It  6opSy  indeed,  appear  to  me  that  the 
reverse  of  these  propositions  wlil  be  found  true. 
it  the  proposed  force  Is  intended  to  defend  out 
numerous  ports  and  harbdrs,  it  must  necessarily 
be  divided  and  apportioned  among  them ;  other- 
wise, it  will  not  he  applied  to  the  conteuiplated 
objects/    J 

The  a§&ailingfo;'ce lias  btit  one  object  to  attain, 
and  thS^  is,  to  attack  the  most  vulnerable  poinu. 
While  our  vessels,  therefore,  must  be  seaitered, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case^  and  continually 
liable  to  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  the 
enemy  will  separate,  or  not.  as  inducefnents  may 
present  themselves.  But  the  AmericaA  vessels, 
say  gentleman,  will  have  the  advantage  of  find- 
ing refuge  and  security,  when  littacked  by  supe- 
rior force,  in  our  ports.  What, .sir!  teach  your 
commanders  the  art  of  running,  and  at  the  same 
time  rely  on  them  for  the  d^ence  of  the  countryl 
It  is  aa.  artivhich  I  am  perstiaded  wUl  not  be 
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loarnt  l?y  i^  RodgeW  or  Deeatar,  and  I  am  un^iK 
liog  tp  place  th^m  in  a  «ituajioQ  where  tliey  must 
necesMirily  eiicq.UDter  a  force  so  much  greater 
than  say  we  caa  fufoisb.  -as  to  render  deieat  in- 
evitable. P»  to  any  advaDtage  .which  is  e)c])ected 
from  ^^oar  superior  knowledse  of  the  shoals  with 
which  our  seacoast  abound,-'  in  the  "^fo^s  to 
which  it  ispeeiiliarly  subject,"  rwiUonly  remark, 
that  the  best  charts  jof '  the  coast  which  are  i|sed 
by  our  mariners  m-e  of  Brftish  manjafacturev  •  And 
as  to  the  Jdea  which  has*  beeu^  expressed,  that 
England  canli«t,8e/id  a  naval'forceto  theAmerk 
call  station  superior  to  thfil  which  ii  j^  proposed 
to  create,,  r  really  cann6t'  discover  the  source 
from  which  such  an-  €ittraord1aar)^  conclu$ion  is 
drawn.  £i)^lanti  J)as  In  com  mission  at  this  mo- 
meat  nHr  eight  hundred  vessels,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  sixty  are  8hipsH>f-the-lLae.  Of  the 
latter^  she  has  also  in  ^ordinary  upwards  of  a  hun- 
\dred,  i^nd  si&ppo'sing  she  could- not  spare  a  compe- 
tent force  from  hef  existing  establishment,  what 
is  to  hinder  her -from  manning  and' equipping 
fifty  ships-of-the-liAe  for  the  purpose  of.  destroy- 
ing the  navy  of  t^e  Umted  Stiates?  She  hais 
one>  huiadred  and  forty  tliousand  seamen  ii^  her 
merchant  vessels,  whoato  services  she  oominands 
by  impressment  whenever  they  afe  wan.ted  for 
naval  operations ;  and,  in  fact,  she  h^s  nothing  to 
do  but  .to  will. the. destruction  of  f pur  twelv^ 
^eventyfoura  end  twenty  frigates,  and  they  are- 
destrbfed.  In  thus acknowkoging  pur  inferiority 
^o*Qrea<  Britain  on  th^  Ocean,  it  may  be  added 
that  every;.6ther  nation  is  in  the  sam^  situation, 
and  tbai'we.  have  it  in  our  power  to  retaliate  oi|, 
and  for  the  injuries  we-  have  suffered.  Bi^r,  the 
people  of  this  country  will  not  believe  that  their 
safety  depeodi  on  ship^  of  war.  '  Their  virtue, 
strength,  ai^d  patriotism,  are  the  foundation  of 
national  security,  and  while  tho^e  attributes  re* 
main  uoHnpaired,  there  is  nothing  tp  fear  fi^om 
foreign  or  dom^s^c  enemies, 

Lhave  soiar,  Mr..Sp^ker,  considered  princi^ 
pally  vjtbe  efiSciency^of  aNaval  Sstablishifient,  qd 
the  sttppositibfl  that  our.  resources  and  form  of 
govwrntiient  would  t'nable  ueto  sujiport  it.  I  will 
now  endeavor  to  show,  that  in  this  Country  the 
manning  of  a  navy  to  aay  considerable  ^ten| 
could  not  be  effected  w;ithout  resorting,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  to'the  odious  pra^tic4  of 
impressment.  •  Gentlemen  are  certainly  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  a  naty  dould  be*  manned  here. 
as  die^p  as  in  Bnglana.  fler  seamen  are  paid 
thirty  shillings  a  month,  ours  twelve  dollars,  ^nd 
frequently  more.  She  compels  them- to  engage 
apd  serve  for  that  sum^^we  rely  oir  voli^ntary  en- 
gagepents.  The  ordinary  pay  of  tfeameii  in  our 
merchant  service  is  thirty  doUars.per  mon|h ;  and 
I  would  appeal  (o  the  comdion  observation  of 
any- man  to  determine,  whether  it  is  probable  they 
would  relinquish  that  service  for  the  purpose  d* 
receiving  only  twelve  dollanv.  We  find  other 
nations  mclipable  of  mantaing  their  navif  s  except 
by  force — Prance  by  maritime  conscription,  and 
EiUgland  ;by  impressment.  ^And,  sir,  tr countries 
overflowing  with  population,  (a  considerable  pro- 
portion -of  whi&h  is  without  a  sufficiency  or  the 


necessaries  i>f  life,)-cannot  obtain  men  for  their 
naval  service,  without  resorting  to  the  most  cruel 
violence,  it  should  not  be  presoimed.that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  abounding  in  the  comforts  of  fife  to  a 
greater  extent  than  In  population,  would  be  more 
su<Jcessful.\The  fallacy  of  the  opinion  that  dur- 
ing war  the  pay  in  the  merchant  service  would 
be  so  much  lower  than,  in  times  of  peace,  as  to 
enable  the  Govern mettf  to  obtain  seamen- -at  a 
reasonable  price,  is  fully  proved  .by^the  experience 
of  1798.  Duriag  the  quasi-  war  with  France^rfhe 
pay  in  merchant  vessels  was  from  tweaty«eix  to 
thtcty  dollars;  and  I  presutne  it  will  not  be  con^ 
tended  tba^  the  resources  o'f  the  country  would 
be  oomp^ent  ittthat  rate  to  maintain  k. Naval 
Establishment. 

It  has  been  proposed,  however,  to  obviate  this 
difficulty,  by  withholdipg  .commissions  from  pri- 
vateers. The  s^men  are  tbi\s  to  be  thrown  out 
of  employment,  that  xhey  may  the  inore  readily, 
engage  in  the  niival  service.  The  effect  of  this 
.  project  would  be  nearly  the  same  ae.  that  of'  im- 
pressment-i— in  the  one  ease  forfee  would  be  ap- 
. plied  indirectly^  and  in  the  other  directly-.  I'see 
no  difference,  M  it  nesseots  the.  citizen,' iv^hether^ 
he  Js  fofced.iRto  compliance  by  starvation  orim- 
pressm^t.  And  if  thik  system  is  to  be.ado]^ted 
in*  relation  to  ihe.  Navy,  it  would  be  well  to  extend 
'it  to  the  A r in jr  also..  A:  law  has  p&issed  author- 
izing the  raising  of  twenty-five  thousand  men'; 
and  it  is  feared  that,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tional mode  of  enlistment -,8  longer,  titae  will  be 
required  to  collect  that  number  than  is  desirable. 
Now,  if  a  navy  can  be  manned  by  a  Iliegislative 
.act  which  is  intended  to  deprive  the  seamen  of 
their  meaAs  of  subsistence,  why  not  devise  a  plan 
for  starring  spme  other  portions  of- the  commu- 
nity, and  i^  tbatway'flll  up'the  tanks  of  your 
Army?;  The  one  would  he  as  jasfas  the  other, 
and  both  would  be  equally  efficacious^  Bat  there 
is  a  Constitutional  pi:ovision  which.'wouid  reader 
the  (NTOposed^  system  wholly  nugatory.  The 
States  are  prohibited  from  keeping  ships  of,  war 
in  tilne  of  peace  only.  It  i;^  obvious,  therefore , 
th^t  if  'the  Qeoeral  Qi>vernment  attem{)t  to.  force 
the  .seamen  belonging  to.  any  State  into  their  . 
naval  service,  b^ .refusing  commissions. to  priva* 
teers,  such  States,  by  issuing  coinmissiohs,  may 
completely  defeat  your  object. 

Tbus,  sir,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  make 
the  United  States  a  nayal  Power,  they  must  re- 
sort to  the  saoLe  oppressive  ipeasure^  which  other 
countries  have^adopted— ^measures  tp  which,  I  as^ 
.sert,  the:freemeu  of  this  coi^Dtry  will  never  sub- 
mit. The  gentleman  from  South' Carolina  (Mr. 
CnfivEs)  abhors  impressment,  but  at  the  same  time 
contends  that  Congress  hasCons'titutjonaLauthor*  ' 
ity  to  eomtnand  the  serjrices  of  ^iCitizens  when, 
and  vrhere  they  think  proper.  It  appears  to  me  that 
if  an 'individual  is  dragged  from  his* home' against- 
his  will,  and  committed  to  the  ocean,  it  cannot 
be  mi^teriahby  what  name  you  designate  the.aot; 
Tooonvey  ibrciblya  freeman  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  Who  had  violated  no  law, 
committed  no  crime,  is  an  exercise  of  sovereignty 
which  I  verily  believe  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
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tatioD  never  thought  of  delegating.  •  In  what 
'  terms  is  tttis  extraordinary  power  granted? 
"  Congress  »haH  have  power  to  provide  a^d 
maintain  a  Nary."  From  ihis  expression  aJone, 
gentlemen,  for  the  first  ti/ne  since  the  adoption 
of  thet. Constitution— for  iinlil  now  -ih^  dpctrine 
-^s  nev«r  heard  of—^have  considered  the  power 
implied  which  places  the  liberties  of  this  peopl^^ 
completely  at  the- mercy  pf  the  General  Qoviern- 
ment.  If  such' an  authof  ity  as  thfs  can  be  drawn 
by  implication,  ail  the  restrictions  contained  in 
the  Constituuon  are  nugatory..  "  Congress  shall 
have  powec  to  borrow  moncy,^'  &c.  Here  is  a 
fiimilar  grant  of  power ;  and  indubitably  if,  under 
tb^  authority  to  provide  a  Navy,  you  caa  deprive 
the  citizen  of  his  liberty,  it' folio W8,.tjiat  und^ef 
authority  to  borrow;  yon  may  £orce  him  Y>  ^^tid 
his  money:  So,  under  the.  piower  ^'  to  raise  apfl 
support. armies,]'  you  pay  compel  enlistments;, 
and  thus  your  authority  over  tbe  persons  and 
purses  of  the  people  becomes  uolimitedl  Sir, 
such  a  doctrine,  I  ^m  persuaded,  will  never  be 
sanctioned  by  this  House: 
.  Mr.  B.  said,  his  indispdsixion'  .would  not  .per- 
.mit  him. to  say  more  upon, the  flubj^ct.>  lie  con- 
sidered it  in] practicable  to  .carry' into  effect  the 
^  proposed  system,  Without  subverting  the  foun- 
dations of  the  Constitution  ;.and  lie  would  nrot 
consent  to  destroy  the**  temple  of  liberty  for  the' 

Eurpos^  of  building,  on  its  riiins  a  Naval  Kstab-^ 
shment. 

'  Mr.  .NEL.SON  said  he  wdul4  .make  a  few  re- 
marks oa  this  question,  as  this  was  the  first*  op-, 
portunity  which  he  hltd  foun^  of  offerings  his  sep- 

'  timenis  on  a  subject,  considered,  on  all  hadis^Jis 
pf  the  first  importance  to  the  couotry.  It  was 
not  for  his  own  gn^ificatipn  Uiat  hfi  should  tres^ 
ni^ss  on  the  patience  of  the  House;  not  because 
ne  feared  tq  sehd  Qut  his  vote  unaccompanied  by 
a  speech;  not  because  those  who-  in. any  way 
favor. the  Naval  Establishment  are  chargecl  with 
anti-repoblicaiv  principles.  Considerations  of  this 
kind  he  disregarded.  It  was  true  that  he,  like 
every  other  Republican  in  this  House,  wascUive. 
ta  the  dangers  to  which,  the  liberties  of  the  couor 
try  might  be  exposed  from  large  navy  or  army 
establishments.  But  he  had  no  fears  frojm  aoy- 
nq,val  ^^tabli^hmentat  present  proposed^ nor  from 
tae  expense  to  be  incurred  in  carrying  it  into 
^  effect..  Nor  had.  he  any  fears  from  aUi additional 
army  of  twepty-fiv€  tliodtiand  men,*soiong  as  a 
spirit  of  republicanism  and  a  Iqve  m  liberty  pre* 
dominates  in  thi«  c6untry;  but  if,  by  indulging 
in  luxury,  and  giving  ifray  to  a  corruption  of, 
manners, >  the  pucie  fountain,  of  republicanism 
sl^uld  hereafter. become  polluted,  (hen  we  might 
have  some  ground  to  fear,  the  effects  of  a  stand- 
ing army  of  even  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
drawn. round  some. ambitious  military  chief,  who, 
mij^t  turn  th^em  against  the  Government^  •  . 

Economy,  said .  Mr.  N.,  ia  the.life  aad  heart  of 
iBvery  republican  Govetnpeat.  It  v«as  a  devia; 
tion  from  this  principle  which  di^iroyecL  a  fur^nef 
Administration  (Mr.  .Adams's^  and  brought  into 
existence  the  present  republicau  Government.' 
So  long  as  he  felt  those  attachments,  to  lepubli- 


oanism,  which  he  drew  in  with-  his  first  breath, 
so  long  would  he  lift  tip  his  b^<i  against  the  im- 
provident expenditure  of  public  money,  and  en- 
deavor to  keep  the  Qov^o^ment  withia  these 
rules  of  economy  which  brought  it  i mo  existence. 
But',  though  he  was  an  .adrDcatefor  economy,  he 
was^ot  tor^withholding  appropriatioas  for  any 
expenditure  which  he  believed  oeceaaary  for  the 
publiQ  ^fety;  nor  would  the  people  of  .this  eoim- 
try*  ^ver  disapprove  expenditures  of  this  kiod^ 

Mr.  N.  waa  well  a  ware  that,  at  the  lime  the 
Republican  Adminiatratian'  canie.  iato  power, 
there  ba^  heen  greitj.coinplaibts  .against  Uie 
waiUefui  expenditoi'e  of  public  mapey;  for  having 
raised  an  ar«ny  and  increased  the  Navy  inthoat 
necessity ;  fpr.  having-  constituted  a  Wog  Ust  of 
pffiqes  unnecessary  for  the  due  admiaistration  of 
justice,  and  .for  having,  in  many  things,  departed 
from  the  true  priaciples  of.  republioan  eeonoffly. 

But,  in  all  Hfte  complaiats  which  'were  made 
against  the  extravagance. of,  that  day,  Mr.  N. 
nfeVer  heard  it  denied,  that  jk  oopderate  .oavaJ  forct 
was  jiecessary  (or  the  protection  df  the  coasts  and 
harbors  of  tbis^-country.  And  he  did  not  mean 
to  advocate  the  building  of  a  navy  which  sboald 
be  able  to  meet  the  tiavy  of  Greafr  Britain  on  the 
ooeaa.  ^  He  wished  for  such  a  one  only  as  woald 
protect  oiir  coms^^rce  in  our'dwn  waters,  and  be 
able  to  drive  off  ahy  v^ess^l  of  war  which  shoold 
come  upon. our  coast  fdr  the  purpose  of  aonoyiag 
anddistr^sing  us.  ^ 

He'  would  forbear  io  make  any  iDsiftoatioas 
which  jnight  be* .calculated  to  .wound  the  lediags 
qf-any  gen^tlemanj  but  he  thought,  wheBrohb" 
eVal^  land  force  had  .been  granted,  some  attea* 
tiodo light  tQ  be  paid  to  the^ wishes  ^f  geatlemea 
who'deenteda'  small  incre^e  of  out  .Navy  as  ab- 
solutely necessary  for'our  prot^tioHi'  -Whaiiras 
our  object,  in  raising  ap.  army  of  tweoty-fire 
thousand  men  ?  't  Was  it  not  to  obcaia  lediessfor 
injuries  committed  on 'our  maritime  aod  coBinier« 
cial  rights  ?  Were  the  injuries  coa^iuitted  on  the 
lend  ?  .  Certainly  th^y  were  not.  Will  the  cap- 
ture of  Oaaada  compel  Ureal  Bdtain  to  respect 
our  oommerc.ial . rights'  in  'future?  Be  iid  wA 
.believe  it  would.  Canada  wqis  not  of  much  use 
to  Ghreai  Britain,  aor  would*  it  be  of  miich  beae&t 
to  us.  It  is- possible^ hqwever,  the  apprehension 
^of  losing  C4nada  n^ay  influence  Great  Britain  to 
repeal  or  modify  her  Orders  in  CouQcil ;  if  so,  it 
will  ,be  vei;y  well  3  bur  if  we  proceed  to  take  chat 
country,  she  will  AOt  surrender  that  which  she 
enjoys  without  restraint  jTof  the .  re^iojnuoa  of  a 
barren  rock'^for,  aeponding  to  )\\s  ideas.  Canada 
was  of  no  advantage  ip>  Qrfrat  Britain  hat  as  a 
road  and  harboi;  for  bef  yeJisels.* 

Mr.  N.  said  it. was  ui) accessary  to  prove  that 
x\\i^  country  had  iust  ci^se  of  war  aggiost  Great 
Britain ;  jtliis  had  been  ac.kporwledged  by  their 
own  Minister,-  in '  his  correspondence  with  our 
Secretaty  of  State.  The  conduct  of  this  Gov- 
ernmeiu  has  been  strictly  impartial  to  both  the 
belligerents ;  nope  but.a  madman  wovld  i|i»ouate 
the  contrary.  Tbe  same  terms  had  been  ofiered  to 
both  nation^,  jind,  if  oi^e  accept^,  and  the  othec 
rejected  then),  they  had  each  theif  own  choice. 
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Bolh  belli^reots.  Mr.  N.  said,  have  disregarded 
ouroeutral  rights  i  Asre  doc  considered  what  was 
due  to  lis  as  a  aeutral;  but  rather  how  mach  id-. 
jury  add  injustice  a  oeutral  coQotry  would  sub« 
'  mit  10.  WbedcQ  has* this  proceeded 7  From  our 
owD  acquiescence.  Because  w«  did  not  re^t 
the  first  aggressioD,  bat  acquiesced  UDtil  aceumu- 
lated  ID  juries,  of  both  DaiioDs  oyerwh.elnied  us 
with  Yiolence.  But  .Vre  have,  at  length,  deter- 
mined maofillly  to  rise  and  maiotain  our  rights, 
not  by  bulletins  and  resolutions^  not  by  appearing 
only  to  t^ke  war  measures,  hut  in  a  manner  that 
shall  convince  our  enemy,  and  the  world,  that  we 
are  in  earnest   •  v  "    " 

But,  will  tt  be  sufficient  to  raise  a  land  force  to 
go  against  the  mitish  provinces?  Suppose,  Mr. 
.  N.  said,  we  ^t  posi^ssion  of  the  twb  Canadas. 
New  Bruttswfck  a»d  Halifax,  shall  we  have  ob^ 
twined  the  objects  for  which  we  take  up  arms? 
Cerlainiy  not.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,, 
that  we  should  make^  every  exertion  to  raise  a 
force  With 'Which  to  protect  and  enforce  oul-  mari- 
time rights. '  -  V   '  '         ' 

If  the  resources  6(  the  Uoited  Statjcs  were  eom- 
petent  to  the  object,  he  ;would  say,  establish  such 
a  Navy  as  shall  be  able  to  cope  with' the  BrHish 
fleet  at  sea ;  but  her  knew  this  was  not  praotica- 
Jble;  but  yre  otight  to  do  as  much  ^s  we  are  able' 
\o  do;  we^ught  to  pot  our  Navy  c^n  the  "best  foot- 
ing. a6  H  is  on  the  water  tfa^t  our  rights  are  as- 
sailed. But  he  did  not  wfsh  to  extend  his  views 
further  at  presen-t,  than  k  sufllcient  force  to  clear 
our  coasts  of  pirates  and  picaroons',  to  protect  our 

forts  and  harbors,  our  coasting  and  our  Wesi 
ndia  trade.' 

Mr.'N.  thoughit  itnecester^r  to  make  this  efibrt, 
in  order  to  convince  the.  nations  pf  Europe  that 
the  representatioos  heretofore  made  of  this  coun- 
try, werer  erroneous;  to  show  them  that  we  are 
compecipnt  to  make  exertions  /or  the-  defence  of 
our  hotiohal  rights,  4nd  willing  to  do  so  when- 
ever necessary.  Jle  did  not  wish  this  nation  to 
be  coDsidered  asc  great  naval  and  military  ua- 
tioQ  ;  but  he  wished  the  world  to  know,' that  we; 
are  at  all  times  able  ah d  willing  lo  maioiain  eur 
'  rights  whenever  the^  are>assailed ;  when  we  shall 
have  established  this  character^  said  Mr.  N.,  our 
rights  will  be  respected. 

Is  commerce  of  no  avail  to  this  country? 
What  is  it  ihat  gtvek  a  spring  to  your  agricol- 
tur^  ?  )t  is  comm^rcel  What  is  it  that  fills  your 
Treasury?  Commerce.  What  paid  your  na- 
tioofil  debt?  Commerce*  Wh^t  was  it  whiehr 
uroeured  a  sale  for  your  aurplas  produce?  .  It  is 
foreign  commerce.  If  it  produce  all:  these  bene- 
fits co.the  country,  is  it  not,then,  worth  protec- 
tion? -  ,       ' 

Commerce,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  is' ne- 
cessary for  this  counuy.  In  a  mannfaeturiDg 
country,  a  nation  may,  perhaps,  dispense  with 
cOiiimeVGe;.but  here,  where  we  have  no  manu- 
factures of  any  consequence  j  where  agrioultjure 
is  our  chief  interest,  we  could  not  teist  without 
a  coiumeree  to  find  a  market  for  (he  produce  of 
our  lands.  But  gentlem^  say,  our  imposts  are 
disguised  taxes,  which  are  an tr republican.  He 
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did  not  think  so.  The  people,  Mr.  N.  said,  under- 
,  stand  the  nature  of  do  impost  doty  as  well  as  we 
do.  They  know  it  is  a  duty  laid  on  imported 
articles,  which,  if  they  purchase,  they  pay ;  but 
they  are  at  liberty  to  purchase  them  or  not.  But 
no  man  can  a,void  paying  a  direct  tax,  and  if  you 
have  not  the  money  to  pay^  your  property  will  be 
sold'to  produce  it. 

Mr..  N.  said,  an  idea  had  jiugg^sted  itself  to 
him,  which  he  would  submit  to  the  Committee. 
Wc'  have  tried  the  restrictive  system  in  order  to 
protect,  our  commerce,  and  found  it  ineffectual, 
and  are  about  to  resort  to  another  c6ur8e.  The 
expenses  of  the  war  will  have  to  be  provided  for 
by  loans,  and  it  is  propoi^d  to  resort  to  direct 
taxes  in  ofder  to  em^ble  us  to  pay  the  interest  of 
•these ioans.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  ta  this,  mode  of  taxation,  which  would 
proveiv^ry  oppressiye  to  the  people  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  he  would  propdse  a  repeal  or  the 
non-importaCion  la,w,  -and  by  this  means,  we 
should  no't  only  ^ejL'  the  goods  wanting  for  our 
trade  with  the  Indians,  but  draw  money  into  our  • 
Treasury  jfrom  impost  duty ;,  and  if  we  had  te^ 
course  to  war,  he  saw.no  nreee*ssity  for  keeping 
this  law  in  force.  *         .^       . 

Whence  has  firisen  th^  opinion,  at  this  time, 
^r.  N.  said,  that  to  extend  opr  Navy  would  be 
attended  with  bad  consequences— that  if  would 
be  antiirepublican  ?  Can  it  have  been  the. caba- 
listic eSbct  produced  by  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  .treasury?  Or  from  what  other 
cliuse  ?  None  of  these  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained when-  the  array  bill  w^i  before  the  H6use,  • 
and  he  thought  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from>an  army  was  iiifitiit^y  mater  than  from  a 
Nary  Elstablishmeot.  Mr.  N.  concluded  with 
some  further  observations  in  favor  of  building  the 
ten  frf gates  proposed  by  the  hill)  and  against 
striking  6ut  th^  section. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
until  the  4ih  of  February.  As  the  decision  <>f 
this  question  had^nothing  to  do  with  the  prepara-  . 
tor y  measures  for  war,  he' supposed  no  inconve^  ^ 
nienee -would  be  experienced  from  this  postpone-* 
ment  As  there  were,  n(v  doubt,  many  gentlemen 
who' still' wished  to  be  heard  on  this  subject,  they 
would  have  time  to  prepare  themselves;  for,  as 
this  debate  had  continued  little^  more  ^luui  three 
weeks,  thev  c^uld  scarcely  be^  expected  now  to 
be  prepared ;  besides,  their  arguments  would  then 
be  new;  whereas,  if  they  were  now  delivered, 
they  would  appear  a  mere  repetition.  He  hopea 
the  House  wpuld  indulge  him  in  this  motion,  as 
this  subject  swallowed  up  every  other.  There 
area  number  of  Imfiortant  bills  before  the  House. 
Our  table  is  loaded  with  busine^,and  if  the  course, 
-which  he  proposed  was  not  taken,  after  a  session, 
of  six  or  eight  months,  Congress >ould  adjourn 
without  having  done  the  busmess  for  which  they 
met..  Besides,- he  was  something  like  the  Bng- 
tlsh  priest,  who,  having  express^  a  fondness  for 
partridges,  was  served  with  them  until  he  Was 
almost  surfeited,  He  began  to  want  a  change  of 
fare.  He, had  heard  enough' about  a  Navy;  he 
Would  be  glad  of  a  little  variety.     If  he  had 
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thought  tlxere  were  any  chance  of  getting  the 
question  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  be  would  not  have 
made  the  motion ;  but  at  present  lie  saw  no  end 
to  the  debate. 

Some  gentlemen  appearing  willing  to  debate 
this  motion^  Mr.  B.  withdrew  it ;  and  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  Smilib  against  the  Navv — 

Mr.  WiDGERY  said ^— The  subject  of  the  bill 
on  the  table  had  been  so  fiblf. discussed,  that  it 
would  seem  as  if  nothing' more  eould  be  said 
on  the  subject.  By  th6  Constitution  of  the-United 
States,  Congress  are  empowered  to  buitd  and  sup- 
port a  naVy.'  The  framers  of  the  compact^  no 
dotibt,  thought  it  necessary  to  have  a  navy^  or 
this  provision  would  not  ii a 79  been  made  in  the 
Constitution.  It  is  the  dutv  of  a  neutral  nation 
to  keep  peace  and  -order  within  her  own  junsdic- 
tion — she  ought  to  be  able  to  compel  obedience 
to  her  laws ;  and,  for  this  purppse^  it  is  necessary 
to  have  such  an  es|abiishment  of  legal  powers,  a& 
shall  pervade  the  utmostiitbits  of  her  jorisdictipn 
—a  government  in  which  the. belligerents,  when 
they  come  within  your  harbors,  may  feel  safe, 
otherwise  they  ivill  be  afriaid  to  come  and  trade 
with  you,  lest  they  should  get  entrapped  tv  their 
enemy.  .  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of  a  neutral  Pow^ 
cr  to  govern  their  own  harbors,  as  welf  on  water 
as  on  land:  for  this  purpose,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  havea  small  navy,  or  at 
least  some  addition  to  what  you  have  already 
got,  in  order  to  co|»p;el  submission  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  your  Oovernment  -^  anything  short 
of  this  well  leave  your  system  Incomplete,  and  of 
course  incompetent  to'ihe  p.oxposes  for  which  it 
was  e'stablished.  What  are  the  extreme  limits 
of  your  jurisdiction?  Sir,  were  I  to  fix  theml  I 
should  say  the  limits  on  the  Southeast  should  i)e 
the  Qulf  Stream,  a  line  drawn  by  the  God  of  na- 
ture, and  one  whicii  no  maritime  traveller  can 
mistake.  When  the  armed  ships  of  any  nation 
werd  hoverinff  on  our  coast,  witi^in  that  line,  I 
woi^ld  order  them  off  as  intruders.  In  this  case 
I  apprehend  some  will  think  me  extravagant,  be- 
-cause,  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  extretiie  distance 
from  land  appears  to  have  be^n  fixed  at  three 
miles ;  this  law  may  very  well  apply  to  the  Eu- 
ropean nations,  because  ii^many  cases  nature  has 
80  bounded  th<e  ocean,  as  to  compel  them  to  pass- 
narrow  straitS)  in  .order  to  get  to  and  from  their 
own  kingdoms ;  such  are  the  Sti:aits  of  Gibraltar, 
the  British  Channel,  St.  George's  Chantiel,  the 
.  narrow  papain  to  the  Baltic,  and  many  other  places; 
three  miles  from  each  shore  would  leave  but  scant 
room  for  them  to  pass  with  head  winds.  This  doc- 
trine cannot  apply  to  the  United  States ;  she  has  no 
passway  thcougb  which  itis  necessary  for  other  na- 
tions to  travel  wi^  their  ships ;  we  may  therefore 
fairly  conclude,  if  they  are  fonnd  cruising  pn  our 
coast,  within  the  Gulf,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  dep- 
redating on  oar  commerce.  But  there  is  another 
reason  why  three  miles  from  land  will  not  apply 
in  this  country  :—«for  instance^  you  may  be  twen- 
ty miles  up  the  Delaware  or  Chesaoeake^.a'nd  not 
be  within  three  miles  of  the  shore.  Did  any-ration- 
al man  ever  presume  that  a  belligerent  had  a  right, 
according  to  the  law  of  nalions,  to  go  op  the  bays 


and  rivers  of  a  neutral  nation,  and  lie  there  in 
wait  for  her  enernies,  who  might  b^  trading  with 
the  neutral'?    This,  F  presume,  will  not  ^con- 
Tended  for ;  nor  Will  I  contend  for  the  whole  of 
our  rights,  at  this  time.    I  now  oonfe  to  the  wa- 
ters within  our  own  territory.    It  ie  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  a  more  efficient  nary  than  you 
now  have  to  gfovern  your  harbors  in  times  of  peace. 
Let  me  call  youn  attention  to.  the  insolent  answer 
of  ^a  Brrtish  commander,  dot  long  since,  in  the 
Delaware..   \Vhen  ordered  off  by  .the  collector, 
in  't>ur^uance  of  our  laws,  did  be  not  send  word 
thUt  he  had  a  ver^  gbod  berth,  and  that  he  lay  very 
'well  at*hii«  mooring'?    This  was  in  plain  EngUsk 
telling  the  United  States''  he  would  go  when  he 
pleased.    Sir,  soon  after  tfae^  British  armed  ships 
were  interdicted  the  waters  of  the  Ubiied  States 
by  the  President's  proclamation,  was  there  not  a 
more  high-handed  -  violation  committed   by  the 
coojQiander  of  a.Briiish  armed  yessel  id  the  poet 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  ?    Will  it  be  io 
your  power  19  preyent  the-  like  insults  on  yoor 
Govemmenl,  tinless  you  have  a  sufficient- force  to 
^pVead^along  your  coadt^?    Sir,  if  we  are  to  have 
a  war^  one  ^un  afloat,  in  a  good  ship,  is  worth  tea 
on  land.    They  can  be  sent. from  place  to  place, 
aloQff  shore,  as  the  occasion  may  require.    Guns 
on  shore  are  stationary  ;  ^  ship,  with  a  fsiir  wind 
and  tide,  will  pass  them  nind  tim^s  out  of  ten; 
but  if  she  passes  another  ship,  she  maiy  oaeet  her 
again  when  she  least  expects  it.     Butj  say  the 
gentlemen^  the  English  will  have .  them  as  soon 
as  you  have  bai'lt  iheoK    Sir.  if  the  captain  of 
a  Britisli  ship  should  see  an  American  of  equal 
force,  he  will  be. very  careful  not  to  crowd  sail  in 
order  to' get  himself  into  djffiieulty  ;  nor  will  the 
American  in  thai  case  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  off, 
If  an  American  frigate  meets  one  more  than  hei 
match,  'she  can  rui;^  from  her  v  ^^^  >^  is  well  un- 
derstood that  0*0  frigHtes  oh  Ibe  ocean  can  ootsai'i 
the'  American  frisate^.    liAk  said  tbey  will  rot 
and  decay ;  so  will  your  houses — yet  ererjr  man 
Ifvants^  house  to'proteat  hini  from  the  iociemen- 
cy  of  the  weatl^er.    This  n^gatire  reason,  will  go 
to  the  anaihila^iqn  of  the  human  species;  aU  men 
are  boi'n  to  die^therefore,  take  no  paiiu  to  nnrse 
and"  bring  up  our  tepder-  offspring.    Surely  this 
kind  of  opposition  cannot  have  weight  with  this 
Committee.    But  there  is  another  reason :  they 
are  "  the  means  of  external  #ar ;  they  invite  ag* 
^  gressions,  and  hence  the  Daof  s  lost  their  fleet 
^  at  Copenhagen — our  ahips  would  share  the  same 
^  fate.^    Ther^  is  ho  similarity  in  the  two  eases  : 
,  as  we^l  might  gentlemen  compare  the  dioi  taper 
of  a  damp  cell  to  the  bright  laminar v  of  Heaven. 
Copenhagen  is  on  an  island,  surrounded  with  nav- 
igable  water,  that  enabled  the  British  fleet  to  land 
an  army  on  one  side*  and  lay  *ifaeir  fleet   on  the 
other^  and  at  the  same  time  present  their  ^tttng 
a  reinforcement  from  the  mainland.     The  Uni- 
ted States  are  a  continent,  cont^ning  lar^e  riven 
and  harbors,  in  which  her  fleets  may  lie  safe,  and 
from  which  ass{stan(;e- cannot  be  prevented.     Bat 
gentlemen  are  so  candid  as  to  say  they  never -will 
vote  anything  tP  the  support  of  commerce,  as 
they  beheVe  it  not  for  the  interest  of  our  eoancry. 
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Sir,  by  cbrnparison  it  is  that  we-kAow.  the  good 
from  bad,  or  the  lesser  from  'the  greater  evil.-  Ifi 
order,  therefore,  to  see  whether  commerce  is  so 
detrimeotal,  dr  of  do  use  to  the  country,  let  us 
}ook  into  thos^  couutries  who  have  wrappefd  them- 
selves up  in  thi^  kind  of  iolanfl  protectioD|  and 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  foreign  eommeroe; 
are  they  a  more  happy  people  than  ourselves  ? 

t  Are  tbey  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  poorest  and 
most  distressed  people  on  earth  ?  Where  y.ou  see 
{housiands  of  poor,  who  have  nothing  to  shelter 
them  from  the  weather,  and  depending  on  cold 
charity  for  their  support  I?       ,    ^ 

Look  iato  the  North;  the  Russians  seek  aq 
foreign  commerce  with  their  own  ships-^^re  they 
a  more  happy  people  than  we  are  1  On  the  con- 
trary, the  poor  or  common  people  in  Russia -.bare 
tto  will  of  their  own ;  they  are  bought  and  sold 
with  the  lands  to  which  they  are  attached,  in  the 
same  waV  that  the  sla'ves  in' the  West  Indies  or 
the  South  are  bought  and  sold;  they  have  noth^ 
jQg  to  live  on  but  black  bread  and  salt,  a  great  part 
of  the  year:  while,  on  thccontrary,  the -Courtis 
the  most  splendid  in  all  Europe,  is  this  a  situa- 
tion to  which  gentlemen  would  wish  to  see  the 
Americans  reduced  ?  I  call  otf  any  gentleman 
in  the  hall  to  show  an  instance  where  freedom 
was  ever  supported  for  any  length  of  time,  where 
commerce  was 'precluded  or  did  pot  flourish.  I 
think  it  >ill  not  be  attempted  by  the  most  stren- 

.  uous  oppos^r  of  the  cotniherce  of  this  oouptry. 
Where  is  this  unwillinffiiess  of  the  people  tOsup^ 
port  commerce  to  be  lound  ?  in. what  section  of 
the  Union  ?.  In  Massachusetts;  where  they  have 
a  regular  organized  militia  of  upwards  of  seventy 
tboasand,  hear  of  a  man  Who  is' not  willing  to  ap- 
ply it  portion  of  the  funds  or  income  of  the  United 
States  to  ;he  support  gf  our  commerce !  Geatle- 
men  say,  take  Canada  for  the  support  of  com- 
merce f  and  when  you  asrthem|Wbat  w^  are  to 
get  by  that,  the  answer  is,  enforce  the  restrteuve 
measures.  Sir^  this  eaapot  be  effected  i\k  a  coun- 
try like  ours ;  if  you  take  Cahada,  unless  you  had 
more  naval  force  than  you  now  have,  two  B/itish 
frigates  would  be  able  to  prercbt  your  getting  in 
or  out  of  the  St.  Lawvence;  this  will,  therefore, 
havje  no  effect  in  supporting  your' trade,  ^ir^ 
ynheu  I  voted  for  the  Army,  I  did  it  in  full  ex- 
pectation that  all  the  component  parts  of  this 
Goreramem  were^o  be  protected  equally,  aceord- 
iag  to  thhir  waists  and  necessities.  '  The  other 
day,^  when  we  voted  fot  the*  Army,  ^e  made  nb 
complaint  of  our  inability  to  raise  a  niuch  larger 

.Army  than  the  Executive  wished  to  ask  fo^;  we 
-vrere  rich  then.'  but  by  some  strange  tna^ic,  just 
before  we  are  to  give  our  votes  on  the  subject  of 
a  few  additional  frigates,  k  report  is  ushered  in 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  .Sir,  if  you, 
cannot  afford  to  go  farther,  reduce  your  Army, 

.and  in  that  proportion  add  to  your  naval  force ; 
let  those  industrious  citizens  who  inhabit  your 
maritime  towns  have  a  proportion  of  the  defence 
which  is  to  be  supported  from,  their  industry. 
Oentiemen  say  the  consumer  pays  all ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  maritime  towns  have  no  more  credit 
than  the  reat  of  the  eomoniiiiity.    This  mla  has 


exoepHons :  bul  admit  it,  for  argument  sake,  and 
then  it  will  be  found  that  the  maritime  towns 
contribute  a  large  portion  of  the  monej:,  which 
is  paid  into  the  public  Treasury — they  risk  their 
large  capitals ;  if  you  say  they  may  insure  it,  still 
it  is  all  done  in  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  mari- 
time towns.  The  same  may  be  said,  as  to  clo- 
thing and  ta- spirituous  liquors,  sugar,  and  many 
other  articles,'  which  in  the  inland  towns  are  made 
among  themselves;  so  that  in  any  point  of  vlew^ 
which  gentlentien  may  please  to  tske  of  the  case, 
the  maritime  towns  are  entitled  to  the  notice  of ' 
Qqvernment.  The  Arn^y  raised  under  the  idea 
of  supporting  commerce  is  a  farce^  upJess  you 
have  a  naval  torce  to  cooperate  with  it.  Sir^ 
you  cannot  support  commerce,  in  the  frozen  re* 
giods  of  the  North,  nor  on  the  mountains  of  the 
Alleghany.  It  must  be  done  where  commerce 
floatsT  Whence  arises  this  mighty  opposition  to 
cdmdaerce  ?  We  seem  to  he  like  sheep,  afraid  of 
the  Water.'  -Si^,  I  hope  the  hydrophobia  has  not 
got.amongst  us.  Seven  hundred  thousand  peop(e 
at  le^st  are  en^plo^ed  (nyour  maritime  towns,  ia 
commercial  pursuits.  IHiey  have  been  brought 
up  jn  ihaf  line  of  life,  and  will  not  consent  to 
abandon  it.  .  You  have  upwards  of  a  million  of 
tons  of  shipping  in  the  United  States.  The  peo- 
ple who  are  connected  directly  and  indirectly  in 
this  immense  tonnage,  will  not  consent  to  give  it 
up  as  a  dead  loss.  Such  a  thio«:  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, it  must  be  for  want  oi  an  .acquintance 
with. the  situation  of  their  country,  that  gentle- 
men are  induced  thus  to  oppose  commerce.  Sir, 
I  was  one  of  those  who  was  in  favor  of  tbeem- 
l^argo-^I  thought  lecking  the  registers  and  shins, 
pat>er8  in  the  collector's  office,  would  keep  the 
ships  at  home— what  was  the  efibct  ?  The  Brit-* 
ish  pointed  out  the  way  to  do  without  theml  viz: 
come  when  and  where,  you  please^  we  will  pro- 
tect yo\i  without  papers ;  the  effect  is  well  known. 
But  in  case  of  witH  if  you  are  not  to  have  a  Navy, 
and  you  abandon  commerce,  what  is  to  become 
of  the  tars  or  America?  Are  they  to  be  left 
either  to  enter  your  Army  or  starve  in  the  streets? 
Sir^  they  will  not  submit  to  either ;  they  will  no 
longer  regard  the  country,  (ban  the  country  will 
afford  them  protection — no,  sir,  they  will  enter 
into  foreign  service,  and  will  become  your  ene- 
mies, and  the  most  dangerous  enemies  this  coun- 
try ever  had:  give  them  a  chancy  with  the  rest 
of  your  citizens  qd  the  elenieat  with  which  they 
are  acquainted,  aad  they  will  be  ready  in  your 
defence  to  brave  every  danger;  many  of  ihem 
left  youi^  country  during  the  last  embargo,  having 
no  otheir.  way  to  get  their  bread.  Sir,  it  is  not 
trae  that  ships  are  the  sole  cause  of  war;  we 
hare  ^eVer  since  history  has  been  known,  heafd 
of  war.  Charles  XII.,  of  Sweden,  with  his 
land  forces,  marched  into  Russia  in  the  depth  of 
snow,  in  search  of  conquest :  he  had  no  navy  to 
aid  bim.  Sir,  we  have  a  morestWking  proof  that 
wars  have  been  as  frequen^t,  and  more  cruel,  ante- 
cedent to  the  use  of  navies,  than  since  ;'look  into 
your  Bible,  there  you  will  find  a  history  of  wars 
which,  tinged  the  whole  face  of  the  Christian 
world  with  blood ;  but  does  it  follow,  from  thoaa 
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abases,  chat  Chistianity^  is  not  •Co  be  supported  1^ 
Certainly'  not,  nor  will  ft  follow,  that  because 
some  abuses  may  have  happened  in  tbe  naval 
system  of  the  world,  thiat,  therefore^  we  shonrld 
have  no  navy.  If  gentlemen  who  think  this-  coun* 
try  has  no  need  of  .commerce^  could  have  what 
they  wish,  your  streeU  would  be  crowded  with 
the  poor  and  distressed,  begging,  from  place  to 
place,  asd  starving  for  want  of  employ'.  "Six,  in 
1810,  your  whole  amount  of  revenue  Was  up« 
wards  of  $16,000,000  $  it  is  true  it  did  not  all 
come  into  the  Treasury,  but  what  was  paid  out 
answered  a  good  purpose,  it  gave  ^ead'to  tho^e, 
who  collected,  and  were  concerned  in  and  about 
it.  Is  this  not  worth  protecting?  Sir.  with  such 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  no  nation  can  be  enslaved  ; 
destroy  your  commercci  and  you'  tauH  become 
slaves^  because  yon  cut  the  cord  on  whieb  ienfer- 
prise  IS  suspended. 

The  question  on  agreeing  lo  strike  out  the  Mic- 
tion foe  building  the  frigates  was  camed-**yeaf 
62,  nays  59,  as' follows :  .    ^ 

TxAB — William  Andfison,  Btevenson  Archer,  £se» 
kiei  Bacon,  David  Bard»  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brtfwn,  William  A.. Burvrell,  William 
Butler,  James  Goohran,  John  Clopton,  William  Craw- 
ford,  Roger  Davis,  Joqeph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Ellas  Earle,  William  Findley,.  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
Dcr,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hynem^n,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Xefever,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbokl,  Stej^en  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta, 
William  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebenezef  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,'  A4am  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  John  Smitie,  George  Smith,  Rxcbaid  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliafeirro,. Robert  Whitehill, 
and  David  R.  Williams* 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr^  JoBn  Paker,  Burwell  Baa- 
sett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  ,  Harmanns  ^leecker,  Jamea 
Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  £p^ 
phroditus  Champion,  Lsngdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chit> 
tenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John 
Dawson.  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch.  Thoa. 
R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Avlett  Hawes;  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Philip  B.  Key.  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Arohiba|d  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomaa.  Mqore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newt^, 
Jos^h  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jsmes  Pleasants/- 
jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha-  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qaincyr  Wttiiam  Reed,  WUUam  Ml  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuef  Taggart,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Labaa 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  WiUiam  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  next  Question  was,  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  Of  theWholeto  fill  the  blank  for  prn- 
viding  ship  timber  and  other  imperishable  mate- 
rials, with  the  words  two  hundred  thousand  dol* 
lars,  which  was  carried— yeas  83,  nays  37,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Yxis— Willis  AJston»  jr.,  Stevenson  Areber,  Ex<s- 
kiel  Baoon,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Daa- 
sett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William..  Blaokledge,  Hamanns 
Bleecker,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  JG&i^amy  Wm. 

A.  Burwell,  William  Bntler,  JohnXJ:  Calbomi,  Epa* 
phroditus  Obampion»  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con- 
dit, Wm.  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,, 
Jphn  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EUas  Earle,  Wm* 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fiak» 
Asa  Fitch,  Meehack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Tboa. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  proodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  A* 
HarpeS*,  Aylett  HaWes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Hkhani 
Jackson,  junior,  Joseph,* Kent^  Philip  B.  Key,  Wm. 
Jl.  King^  Lyman .  Law,  .Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingstmi,  Williahi  Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxsrctt^ 
Thomas  Moore,  Awhibald  McBryde,  WHOMn  MoCoy» 
Alexander  McKim>  James  Milnor,  ^unae^  L.  MitiMI, 
jnnat^an  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomaa  New- 
bold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Peamon,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Beigamin  Pond,  Peler 

B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy.'WiUiaa 
Reed,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  HewysM.  Ridg^y,  SamL 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  8^ 
vier,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Staiges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Genge 
M.  Troup,  Chaa  Turner,  jr.',  Laban  Whealon,  Lent- 
ard  White,  William  Widgery,  Thomaa  Wilson,  and 
Robert  Wright 

NxTs-rWilU&m  Anderson,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adasi 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  J^mes  Cochran,  John  Cloptoo, 
Joseph  Desha,  EdWin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Biriliag 
Hall,  Qbed  Hall,  Jacob  ^Ihifty,  Richard  M.  JohnsoB, 
Abner  T/acock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Natliattid 
Macon,  Samuel  MoKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Mom>w,TbomaaNewbold,  Israel  Pkk- 
ens,  William  P^ier,  JoBn  Rhea,  Jonathan  Robeits, 
WiUiam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage^  Adaui  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richazd 
Stanford,  William  fiitrpng,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R- 
WilHams. 

Another  question  was  on  agreeing^  with  rhe 
.Committee  of 'the  WhoU^to  make  the  above  ap* 
profanation  for  three  yebrs,  viz:  for  t1|e  years 
181^,  1813»  ahd  1614.  This  motion  >¥as  carried— 
yeas  .67,  nays  52,  as  follows :  • 

YsAS^Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Eaeklel  Bacon,  John 
B^er,'  Burwell  Basset^  Abijah  Bigelow,  WUUam 
Blackledge,  Harmgnus  Bleecker,  Jamoo  Breekenridge, 
Elijah  Brig^am,  J.'  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditua  Chwan 
pion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con- 
dit, John  Davenport,  jr., 'Roger  Davis,  John  Daweon, 
dataiuci  Dinsmoor,  Eflias  Earle,  William. Ely,  Jaaaea 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thoaiias  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Graen, 
John  A.  Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Joaeph  Keot» 
Philip  B.  K^j'f  William  R.  Kin|[,  Lymai»Xaw«  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Aleasmder 
McKim^James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
D.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  PlettMOts,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Hekiry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomsia  dam- 
mons,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shefley,  John  Smith,  Silas 
Stow,  Lewis  B:  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Whea- 
ton, Leonard  White,  Wm.  Widgeiy,  Thomas  WHaon, 
and.  Robert  Wright. 

Nats  ^-WilMam  Anderson,  Stevemnn  Aicher,  Wm. 


1001 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1002 


JaMuabt,  1812. 


Government  lAxm^r^Ntnal  Establiehmeni, 


.  H.  OF  R. 


,  W.  dibb,  Adam  Bo7^»  Robert  Browii»  Wm.  A.  Bar- 
well,  WUlMm  Butler,  Jameii  Cochran,  Julka  Cleptoii, 
'WUriam  Crawford,  Joieph  Deahm,  Wm.  Findley,  Jtf. 
Piak,  Meeback  FnuiUiB,  Tbomsa  Gbobon,  Peteiaon 
Goodwyn,  Edwih  arar,  FeHx  Grundy^  BoUing  Hall, 
CN»ed  Hkll,  Aylett  Hawea,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.. 
Hyaenmn,  Richard  M.  Johsaon,  Abner  Lagoeh,  Joaeph 
LefeTor,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thbmaa 
Moore,  .William  McCoy,  -Samuel  McKeo,  'A'unah  Met> 
•calf,  Jamea  Morgan,  JeremiaJi  Morrow,  Tbomaa  Ne^- 
bold,  Stephen  Ojmaby,  Israel  Pickens',  William  Piper, 
John  Rhea,  JohnRoane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  ISbeAezer  Sage,  Bbeneser  Beaver,  Adam  Sey- 
'bert,  Samuel  Shiiw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford, 
.  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  DaTid  R.  .WiUiama. 

The  next  QuestiopVas  on  flgr£eiog  with  the 

Committee  of  the  Whol^  to  appropriate  one  hu(i- 

dred  thousand  dollars  for  providing  a  dock  yard. 

Mr.  Rb£A.  moved  to  strixe  out  the  scctioq ;  but 

this  motion  being  decided  to  be  out'of  order,  Mr. 

D.  R.  Willi ABI9  spoke  against  the  propriety  of 

^  appropriating  money,  without  estimate,  for  an 

'.  object  not  wanted  until  we  went  about  buii^if^ 

seventy-fours.    The  House  adjourned,  on  motion 

•of  Mr.  Smili£,  without  taking,  t)ie  qaestion. 


^      TuBBDAY^Jftnaary  S8. 
Mr.  Jackson  presented  a  memorial  and  remon- 
Btrmace  friim  certain  in  habitants  of  East  Ckeen* 

wich,  Rhod«  Isianc^,  eondemning,  in  ^^roof  terms^    

a  resolution  some  time  ago  ii^troduced  by  i^  mem-  ' posed  the  following  rteohition: 
ber  from  New- York,  ofiertng^a  bouf^y  to  Ameri' 


appropriations  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  for 
their  sapporcaod  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which 
we  expect 'to  be  engaged,  .it  becomes  necessary 
thai-Congress  should  devise  the  means  by  which 
this  war  can  be  carried  on  with  effect.  The  Sec- 
retary of  tb^  Treasury  has  wriHen  i  letter  to  ^e 
cbairman  of  the  Oomtnittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  that  t^ommittee  has  laid  before  this  House, 
enumerating  the  taxes  to  which  it.  may  be  neces- 
sary to  resort  for  this  purpose.  And,  by  offering 
the-present'tesotution,  he  wished  nut  to  be  con- 
sidered as  encroaching  upon  the  .duties  of  that 
committee.  He  confessed  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  he  could  swallow  the  bitter  hill  pre- 
sented in  the '  letter  of  the  Secretary.  He  had 
always  entertained  a  great  abhorrence  for  the 
stamp  and  excise  laws;  and  he  could  scarcely 
conceive  any  consideration  which  could  iuduoe 
him  to  vote  lor  taxes  of  this  description.  We 
ought,'  8aid>Mr.  A.,  to  be  careful,  in  entering  upon 
this>Bvar,  not  to  run  foul  of  the  prejudices  of  the 
people,  prejudices  highly  laudable  from-the  causes 
which  produced  them.  Let  it  not  be  supposed, 
said  he,  I  api  not  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any  per- 
son, in  sopporciog  the  rights  of'  the  country,  and 
in  voting' for  the  meaiis  to  enforce  th^ir  protec- 
tion.; but  I  wish  those  meads  to  be  such  as  will 
be  paUtable  to  the  people ;  and,  if  practicable,  it 
would,  in  his  .opinion^  be  much  better  that  tots 
#ar,  for  the.  first  year,  should  be  -carried  on  by 
tneans  of  Toans.    And,  for  this  purpose,  he  pro- 


-tean  seamen,  oi^  board  British  vessel^  who  should 
bring  IB  any  such  vessel  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States.  This  i^monstrahcc  was  very  long, 
aud  contained  a  number  of  severe  reflections 
upon'  the  measures  gf  Government.  After  the 
reading  had  ^ogressed  for  some  time,  the  further 
readins  of  the  paper  was  objected  (o^  on  the 
V  ground  of  being  indecorous.  This  producing  some 
debate,  Mr,  J.  withdrew  the  memorial. 

Tb«  SpB4KfiA  declared  that,intutare,  when  he 
discovered  that  any  paper  pijesented  .to  the  Hoo^e 
wvrs  couched  in 'disrespectml  and  improper -Ian* 
giiage,  he  should  consider  it  his  doty  to'take  th^ 
j«eiiso  of  the  -Hooae  on  tha  propriety  of  buffering 
tbe  reading  to  progress. 

M«.  Rrba  presented  to  the  House  a  rttolotion 
of  the  Le^slature  of 'the  State  of  Tennessee,  re- 
-queeting  their  members  in  Congress  to  use  their 
endeavors  to  fi^et  estRbli^hcd  a  road  to  the  Ohio,  a 
little  below  ue  mouth  of  Great  Water  Creek. 
.  Mr.  R.  aAerward  introduced  a  resolution,  direct- 
ing an  inqurr/intothe  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  laying  out  and  opening  tbe  said  Totfd  ;  which 
was  fef^rred. 

OOYBRNttENT  LOAKS. 
Mr.  Arcbbb  wished  to  offer  a  resolitifon  to  the 
House,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tretsu-* 
ry  to  give  such  information  to  this  House  as  he 
may  possess,  relative  tol  the  practicability  of  ob- 
taining such  loans  as  €k)vernment  may  require, 
^aodr  at  what  rate  of  interest.  As  this  body  has' 
determined  upon  raising  a  large  army,  and  lar^e 


rJUaohftd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  gire  this  Honse  snch  information  as  he  may 
possess  relatije  to  ihe  practicability  of  effecting  loans 
for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  what 
amount  ench  loans  may  be  obtained,  and  at  what  rate 
of  interest.'^  •  ,         " 

Alter  Mr.  Smilie  had  eamied  an  extract  from 
Mr«  GaUatin's  iate  ieVter,  touching  this  aubject,  to 
be  read,  tite  reaolutioa  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT.   . 

T4ie  order  of  the  day,  viz :  the  bill  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishmeotj  was. then  taken  upland 
the  qdestion  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the 
sectioB  providlpg*  dock  yard,  with  one  hundred 
thoUsand.-doUars,  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Cheves  stated  the  grounds  upon  which,  the  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  this  provision  of  the  bill, 
and  replied  to  some  remarks  of  his  colleaj^ue  (Mr. 
Williams)  made  yesterday. 

Mr.  Rbea  then  moved  to  strike  out  tlie  whole 
section  in  relation  to  the  dock  yard ;  which,  after 
some  little  debate,  was  carried— ;yea^ 56,  nays  92 
as  follows :  '  [ 

Ybas — WilUam  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon^  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brawn, 
William  A.  Biirwell,  William  Bntler,  James  Cochran, 
William  Crawlbrd,  Roger  DaTiji,  Joseph  Desha,  Me- 
shaek  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gmy,  Felix  Grundy,  ObedHall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawas,  Jacob  Hafty,  John  M.  -Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Laoock,  Jo- 
seph Le&Ter,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macea,  Thomaa 
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Moore,  WiHiam  McCoy;  Samuel  McKee;  Anineh  Met- 
calf,  Juine*  Morgnii,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson/ 
Anthony  New$  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsbjr, 
Joseph  Peartfoli,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane»  Jonathan '  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
man, Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
berti  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  WhitehUl, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— WilHs  Alston,  iuuM  Stevensoii  Archer,  John 
Baker,  Burwcll  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Harma- 
nus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigliam, 
KpaphroditUB  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  DaTenport,;jr.,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  EaHe,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  L-owndes,  -George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  MisKim, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Plea«ant8,Jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Rihggold, 
Thomas  Sammons,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Sturg^s,, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun«,  Laban.  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Rpb« 
ert  Wright  •  '         •  »   - 

Mr.  Blackledob  moved  a  new  sectioD  tp  the 
bill,  pfovidiog  for  the  building  of  four  seven ty- 
^Dur  gunships.'  As  an  ipducement  to-  the  HoQse 
to  adopt  this  new  section,  he  stated  there  were 
sufScient  timber  and  guns  on  hand ;  that  the 
whole  expense  Would  not  exceed  $1.300jOC)0,  and 
the  guns  and  timber  being  alrejidy  provided^  an 
appropriation  of  $824,000  only,  would  be  nepes- 
saty  to  complete  th^m.   . 

The  q«iestion  was  negatired— *yeas  33;  tMiys  7B, 
as  follows: 

Taas — ^Jehn  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus  Ble^dier,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  John  Davenport|  jun., 
William  Ely,  Jamies  Emott,  Asa  Fit(;h>  Thomas  R« 
Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  La^,  Robert  Le 
Boy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald  Mc^. 
Bryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tnnoithy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  Sammons,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggar^  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  and  Leonard  White. 

Nats — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste-' 
.  venson  Archer,  Ezekiel  BaCon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WUiiam  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Chamjpion,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor^ 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Ghoison,  Pctterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,'  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  JosephvKent;  William 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lef^ver,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  NtiW„  Thomas  Newbold,  StBphen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  WilUam  Piper,  James  Pleasahls,  jun.. 


Bttijamitt  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jolm 
Roane,  J<o&athan  R<^erts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  SeaVer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samu^  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  Georgtp  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
StronjE,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tra4!y,  George  M.  Troup, 
"Charles  Turner,  jr^  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiJ. 
liams,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Asbert 
Wright.      .  ^  , 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  tO' be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-mcJrrow. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The^House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  *^Aq  aci 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de-* 
fenc^,  by  the  establisnment  of  an  ufniform  miUila 
throughout  the  Uoited  States;,''  and  to  ''An  act 
making  provision /or  arming  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militiaof  the  United  States.^ 
The  biir  having  b^en  gone  through,  withoat 
amendmeDt, 

Mr.  Williams  said,  it.  might  1^  expected  from 
him,  as  a  duty,  to  state  the  reasons  which  indaeed 
»he  Committee  to  bring  forward  this  bill.  As  the 
day  was  far  spen-t,  however,  and  as  this  could  be 
as  well  done  in<be  House,  as  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whol6,'he  would  move  that  the  Committee 
rise  and.  report  tlie  bill.  T^e;  CooHnittee  rose 
accordingly.    ■  ^ 

[Thii  bin  proposes  the  divipon.  of  the  militia  ii^ 
tbreft  Glasses.  The  first,  is  to  consist  of  sach  peiaoas 
as  are  over  eighteen  and  under  twenty^Hie  ft%a  of 
age,  to.be  called  the  Minor  Clata,  to  be  ordered  oot 
wheheVer  detachments  of  the  militia  are  authorbed, 
but  are  not  to  do  duty  out  of  the  Sikte  Or  Territory  in 
which  they  reside,  nor  continue  in  service  more  thaa 
three  months  at  a  time. 

The  second  class  is  to  consist  of  persons  over  twen- 
ty-one andunder  thirty-one  years  of  age,  to  be  called 
the  Junior  Class  of  Militia,  and  may  be  cwdered  to  any 
part  of  the  United  States  or  their  Territories,  bot  not 
to  be  compelled  to  serve  more  tbsn  twefre  monChs  al  a 
time. 

The  third  claiw  is  to  consist  of  persons  over  thirty- 
one  and  under  forty-fiveyean of  agei  to  be eafted  the 
Senior  Clafs  of  Militia,  subject  to  do  do^  in.  the  State 
or  Tenitoiy  in  which  they  reside,  and  may  be  called 
into  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory,  but  not  to  be  com* 
pelled  to  serve  more  than  twelve  months  at  a  tune. 

Every,£ree,  able-bodied  Vhite  male  citizen,  upen  hk 
arrival  at  the  age  of  eighteen- years,  and  being  enzoUed 
in  the  militia,  is  to  receive  a  stand  of  azm%  the  right  t» 
which  is  t6  bb  inalienably  invested  in  him. 

Tour  hundred .  thousand  dollars  ace  proposed  to  bo 
appropriated  annually  in  addition  to  the  sum  ibrmerlj 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  arms.J 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  3& 

Mr.  MiLNO^  presented  a  petition  of  a  commit- 
tee OD  "behalf  of  the  surviving  t)fficers  of  the  Peait- 
sylvania  line  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  pray- 
ing further  comOensation  for  secvicea  rendeied  m 
said  army.— 'Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Milmqr^  Butjjer,  and  Botd,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 
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NAVAL  ESTABLISilMSNT. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  cooceriiing  the  Naral  "Elstab- 
lisbment^ss  tcr^  the  third  thne;'aDd,  od  the 
question  that  the  same  do  pass?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative-x-yeas  65,  nays^  30,  as  fol- 
lows:' 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.^  WiUiam  Andeoson,  Bur- 
wdl  Bassett)  William  Blackledge,  James  BreckenridgO) 
WUUam  A.  Bflrwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  CCajhoun, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis,  Bamuel  Dins- 
moor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
jEunes  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Pi-anklin,  lliomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jolin 

A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes.  John  M.  Hyneman,  William 

B.  King,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Xhomas  Moore, 
Archibald  MeBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchlll,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleas- 
ants, junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B>.  Porter,  Ejisha. 
R.  Potter,  WiHlamM.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  -Rhea,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  8h«0ey,  George 
Smith,  John  Stnith,  Philip.  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewif 
B.  Sturges,  Samtfel  Taggart,  John  ^aliafi^o,  Ur^ 
Tcacy,  Geetge  M.  Troop,,  (^harles  Tamer,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard Whiter  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob* 
ert  Wright  .       '   ,      ' 

Nats— Czekiel  Bacon,  tl^ilUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,.  Robert  Brown,  Barnes  Cochran,  WUIuon  Craw- 
ford, Joseph  Desha,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufly,  Riohard 
M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lvie,  Nathaniel 
Maconi  Samuel  McKee,  Afunah  Metcaff,  James  Mor- 
gan, Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  William  Piper, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  Richard  Stanford,  WilUam  Strong,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  and  David  R.  Wflliams.    ,  . 

Th£  House  (hen  took  up^tbe  bill  for  classifying 
and  arming  the  militia;  when  Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
liams ^poke  at  considerable'  length  in  its  favor; 
explaining  the  objects  of  the  bit),  and  Mr.  Mitch- 
ill  against  it,  wha  concluded  his  observations  by- 
*ft  motion,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
He  was'foUowed  by  Mr.  Wriobt  in  favor  of  the 
biir.  After  Mr.  W.  had  been  speaking  a  consid- 
erable time,  the  Speaker  observed  that  there  was 
not  a  quprum  of  members  present.  A  motion 
was  n>aje  to  adjodrn,  and  carried. . 


TBUR0DAT,  January  30. 

On  motion  of  Nir.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering, 
by  law,  the  times  of  holding  the  <]istricl  cTourts 
"Within  the  districts  of  Connecticut  and  Virginia; 
ivith  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
^  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Nbwton,  and  MrvPono,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr..  Poiiiinbztbr, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  or  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  disposal  of  all 
saeh  traets  of  taad,  lying*  within  the  terriiories 
ceded  to  the  United  Staus  south  of  the  State  of 
Teane«6ee,8Ad  east oC  the  river  Miaiiaaippi,  claim- 


ed foy  virtue  of  irrants  from  the  British  Gorem- 
ment  of  W«st  Florida,  in  cases  where  the  condi- 
tions priecedent,  in  the  grant,  have  not  been  com^ 
plied  with,  and  the  claimant  or  claimants  arenotj^ 
at  this  time,  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

SPOLIATIONS,  &e. 

Mr.  BiGDLow  proposed  the  following  resolutioir,- 
for  adoption,  which  was  similar  to  one  which  the 
Househad  refused  to  enter  into  some  days  ago : 

"  Resoliftd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  canse  to  belaid  before  this  House,  sudi 
information  as  he  may  possess  in  velation  to  the  seizure, 
capture,  and  condemnation  of  the  ships  and  merchan- 
dise 6f  citiwns  of  the  JJnited  States,  under  (he  author- 
ity of  the  Crovemments  of  Europe,  or  either  of  them, 
which  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated.'' 

Objeo^jons  were  made  to  this* resolution,  because 
the  House, had  already  decided  against  it;  be- 
cause it  called  for  information  on  the  snhjects 
probably  at  present  matters  of  negotiation;  and 
because  a  similar  resolution  had  been  entered  into 
at  last  session^  which  was  probably  still  before 
the  Executive.  It  was  urged  in  flsivor  of  the  res- 
olution, that  the  information  was  necessary  and 
important,  in  order  to  come  to  a  correct  decision 
on  questions  which  would  come  before  Congress ; 
that  the  .  E^esident  would  communicate  such 
things  only  as  were  proper  to  be  knowa ;  that 
though  a'similair-resolutiou  had  been  passed  at 
last  s^ion,  and  considerable  progress  made  in 
coUectincr  the.  information  required  ;  yet^  i(  not 
Rgain  caned  for,  no  reporf  would  be  made;  as  it 
was  believed  to  be  a  rule  with  the  Executive  and 
the  departments,  when  information  was  asked  for 
at  one  se^fon,  which  could  not,  from  some  cir- 
cumstance or  other^  be  furnished  during  the  ses- 
sion, not  to  communicate  the  result  of  thejnquiry 
at  a  future  session,  except  it  was  expressly  stated, 
in  the  resolution  calling  for  the  information,  that 
the  report  might  be  made  a^  the  then  present  or 
a  succeeding  session  of  Congress.  Afler  anamend- 
ment,  moved  by  Mr.  Blackledqe,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect,  the  resolution  was  adopted:  **accom- 

*  panying  the  same  with  the rejgulation, order,  and 

*  decree,  under  which  tlie  said  captures  were  made, 
^and  information,  as  far  as  may  be,  bow  far  the 
^  said  decree,  order,  or  regulation,  be  abandoned 

*  or  persevered  in,  py  the  nation  making  6uch 

*  capt\ire.'^ 

The  House  thcQ  entered  upon  the  order  of  the 
day,  viz :  the  bill  for  classifying  and  arming  the 
Militia  of  the  United  States;  when  Mr.  Wright 
finished  his  observations  in  fav6r  of  the  bill* 
Messrs.  Stow,  Macon,  Little,  and  Williams, 
also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Wido- 
BRY  and  MiTGHiLL  against  it;  The  question  on 
Mr.  MiTC bill's  cnotion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  was  not  taken.    Adjourned. 


Fbidav,  January  81. 

Mr.  Bacok,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  the  Military  EUtablishment,  for  the 

year  1812;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
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to  the  CommiUee  of.  the  Whole  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriatioDs  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
six  companies  of  mounted  rangers,  during  the 
year^l8I2. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  samejcommittee,  p iresentr 
ed  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  ihe  support  of 
an  additional  miiitary^  force;  which  was  twiae 
read  land  committed  to  the  ^Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  thecbmmittee  9ppo}i)ted  the 
13th  instant;  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  alter  the. 
time  of  holding  tjie  district  (5l»urts  within  and  for 
the  district  of  CopDecticut ;  which  was  read  twioe 
and  ordered  to,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  thiFd 
(time  to-day. 

SSL  AH  BENTON. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the. Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  th'e  petition  of  Selah  Benton  ; 
which  was  read  :  when,  Mr.  Gholson,  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Bentbn  ;'  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Coinmittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.'  Thfteportis  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  a  pension 'in  conse- 
quence of  bodily  disabilities  incurred  during  his^  ser- 
▼ice  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  .  The  committee  arc  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  strictly  entitled  to'a 
pension  according  to  the  rigid  provisions  of  the  exist* 
mgjaw  upon  this  subject,  inasraudi  as  he  was  not  ac- 
tually wounded  in  the  war.  They  are*  nevertheless, 
fmm  an  examination  of  all  the  testimony  accompany- 
ing the  petition,  Ailly  convinced  that  the  preset  appli- 
cation is  embraced  by  the  spirit  in  which  the  statute 
providing  for  the  invalid  aoldierti  of  the  Itevolution  was 
conceiv(Bd,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed..  -The  peti- 
tioner, who*  it  appears,  served  with  houor  knd  brafeiy 
in  all  the  various  offices  of  first  ieigeant,  ensign,  first 
and  second  lieutenants,  and  captain,  from  the-  com- 
mencement until  almost  the  close  of  the  war,  wheh  he 
became  disabled,  has  established  two  positions  entirely 
to  the  satisfaction  of  ihe  committee :  Ist.  That  his. 
disability  arose  from  disease  contracted  by  exposure  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  terminating  in  scorbutic 
ulcers ;  and  2dly.  .That  his  disability,  thus  sustained, 
has  disqualified  him  firom  acquiring  a  maintenance  by 
bodily  labor.  Your  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  (o 
report  a  bill  for  the  petitioner's.relief. 

THE  MILITIA.' 
The  JEIouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  biisiness  oj*  yesterday ;  and  the  ques- 
tion depending',  at  the  trmeof  adjournment,  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  supplementa- 
ry to  "  An  act  more  efifectuftlly  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  Mili- 
tia throughout  tlie  United  States,"  and  to  "  An 
act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Sts^ies," 
which  section  is  in  the  following  words:  Section 
L  "  That  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States  lia- 
'  ble  to  do  duty,  over  eighteen,  and  under  twea- 
'  ty-one  years  .of  age,  shall  be  called  the  minor 
'  class  of  militia ;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  shall- be,  find  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
'  order  out  the  same,  or  any  .part  thereof,  when- 
*  ever  detachments  of  militia  are  authorized ;  but 
'  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  duty  out  of  the 
<  State  or  Territory  ia  which  tkey  sereraily-  te-^ 


^  side,  nor  eontintted  in  aecual  teiYite  for  toore 
^  than  three  months  at  any  one  time  ;"'Was  again 
stated,  and  being  taken,  was  determined  in  the  ae- 
gative — yeas  38,  nays  64,  as  fbtlows : 

YsAS^- Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Ardier,  Eaekiel 
Bacon,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  BroWn,-  William  Butler, 
Epa^hroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thonias  Gholson,  Thomas  S.  Gold,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,^  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  I^awes,  John  M.  Hjne- 
man,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman* Law,  Robert  Tjc  Roj 
Livingston,  Alexander  McKira,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Sam- 
uel L.  Mitchill,*  Jonathan  O.  IV^oseley,  Timothy  Pkkin, 
Jun.,  James  Pleasants;  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Willfam  Rodman,  George  Smith,  Lewk  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tag^art,  Pierre  Tan  CorUandt,  joa., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  WiOiam  Widgeiy, 
and  Thomas  Wilson.  ^  , 

Nats— William  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  WH- 
liam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.Calhoun,  I#angd<a 
Cheves,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawlbrd,  Bogo' 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
William  Findley,  James  Flsk,  Meshack  FrsaUia, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob 
Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WDIiam  B. 
Kmg,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lewis  jun.,^  Peter  Litde, 
William  Lowndes,  'Aaron  Lyle^  Nathaniel  -Macoa, 
Thomas  Moore,  WOUam  McCoy,  Samuel 'McKee,  Jai. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbbid,  Thomas 
Netvton,  Stephen  Ortnsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  laimel  Pick- 
ens, WiUlAm  Piper,  John  Randolph,*  Wiiliam  M. 
Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Koberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeaeaer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samael,  Shaw, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  JRobeft  Whitehitl^  David 
R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mf.  Lacocc  objected  td  the  mode  of  di^tribot- 
ing  amis  amongst  the  miUtia,  adopted  in  the  bill, 
by  putting  them  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  ar- 
riving at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  and  proposed 
an  amendment,  which  went  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  the  State  Legislatures  to  deliver  the  arms  to 
the  citizens,  or  preserve  them  for  their  i|se  in  de- 
pots. This  amendment  produced  considerable  de- 
bate, and  was  finally  negatived — yeas  48,  nays 
67,  as  folio ws : 

Yjc AS— Willis  Alston,  jr..  Ezeklel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
ker, Abijah  Bigelow,  HarmanUs  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd^ 
James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Butter,  Epapjiireditos  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davei^>ort,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Ellas  Earle,  Williaifi  Ely,  Jataies^  Emott,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.Hynemant  ftchard  Jack- 
son, jun<,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  L^w,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingstpn,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Tliomas  Newton,  William  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Bttdia 
R.  Potter,  William  Rtoed,  Jonatlian  Roberts,  Wiltimm 
Rodman,  Thomas  Samaons,  Adam  Seybert,* Ridiani 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  Un  Tracy,  Geoige  M. 
Troup,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  WhitB. 

NATs^William  Anderaon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W..  Bibb,  William  BlacUedge,  Robert  Brown, 
John.0.  Oalhomi,  Langdon  Chavea,  JMnaa^Cochnn, 
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Pebbuaht,  1812. 


7%6  MiHtiar-^Appr6pri{Uion  Bill. 


H.  OF  r: 


William  Crsirford,  John  DaWaon,  Sanmal  Dknamoorj 
Jamea  Pb|[»  Meahack  Franklk^  Peterson '*Goodw]rii, 
Edwin  Gray,  laaiah  L.  Groan,  Boiling  tlali,  Ohed  Hall, 
Jobn  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hnily,  Bidiard  M.  JohA'adn, 
Joaeph  Kont,  William  K.  Kiag.Joieph  Lafever,  Pater 
Little,.  Willi  am  Lowndaa,  Aaion  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
eon,  Georgfr  G.  Maxwell,  Thomaa  Mooro,  Archibald 
(ilcBryde,  .William  MoCoy,  Samnel  McKee»  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jeipemiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Orma- 
by,  Joseph  Pearfon,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasanta, 
jun.,  John  lUndoIph,  William  M;  JRichardsoai  Heniy 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Ebanezer  Sage, 
Bbenezer  Bearer, '  John  Sevier^  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silaa 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,' John  Talia- 
ferro, Charlea  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  CoctIandt,'jun., 
Robert  Whitehill,  BaTid  R.  Willikms,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, Richard  W'inn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  being  on  engrossing  tt^e  bill,  fof 
a  third  reading,  Mr  Nelson  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  in 
order  that  it  might  undergo  such  amendments  as 
would  make  it  more  acceptable. to  ^veral  mejii- 
bers  who  had  objected  to  difereot  parts  of  the  bilk 
/This  motion  was  negatived.  .- 

The 'question  then  returned  on  tlie  engrossment 
of  the  bill.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon 
the  question*  Messrs.  Bioblow,  Nelson,  Quol* 
sov,  and  Tboup,  assigned  their  rei^spns  why  they 
should  Tpte  against  it,  ami  the  Hoose  adjourned, 
without  taking  tbe  que9tion^' 


SATUfiDAY,  February  1. 

Mr,  Rhba  kid  bafore  tha  Ho«ne  bertato  papers 
in  refotMion  of  the  cbariees  eoataiaed  in  the  pre- 
ffeniment  of  tbe  Gka^d  Jury  of  Baidwia  ooiwty, 
in-  the  Miasnwippi  Territory,  airatnat  Harry  T^l- 
min,  Jqdge  of  tbe  Superior  Court  of  Waaniogioo 
distrier,  in  said  Territory ;  -which  wereordared  to 
he  referred  to  the  select  eommittee  appointed  on 
the  letter  from  Cowles  Mead.. 

A  message  was  received  front  the  Senate,  fn* 
forming  the  Honse  that  they  had  passed  the  bUl 
authorizin<T  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  and  organize  certain  voltiliteer  corps,  with 
an  amendment,  to'whlch  they  request  a  concur- 
rence. 

The  House  took  uplhisbilLand  the  amendment 
being ' stated*  ii  was  concurred  in  without  a  divis* 
ion.  The  ameDdfaeat  was  to* reduce  the  appro- 
priation  for  carrying  the  object  .of  the  bill  into 
efiecty  from  three  millioDs  of  dollars  to  one  mil- 
lion. 

.  THE  MILITIA. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLLuie,  the  Hoose 
took  up  the  un&oisheU  business  of  yesterday, 
which,  was-  the  bill  for  classtog  and  arming  the 
militia.  The  question  being  on  rhe  engrossment 
of  the  bill  ibr.  a  third  reajiog^ 

Mr*  WiDGftftT  moved  to  postpone  4he  hill  inde-. 
finhdy.'^Motion  negatived— 53  to. 46. 

On  motion  of-Mr.  MAXWibL.  the  appropiriation 
hi  tbe  bill  was  reduced -from  foor.  hoMtted  thour 
sand  to  t^o  hundred  tbotisaiid^ dollars  ananally. 


Mr.  Kilro  moved  to  strike 'out  the  word  thiitf- 
one,  to  insert  iq  its  place  the  word  **  thirty-five;" 
so  as  to  make  the  Jimior  Class  of  the  militia, 
by  whom  the  heaviest  part  of  militia  duty  is  to 
b^  performed,  consist  of  persons  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  under  thlrty-flve.  This  amend- 
ment was  negatived,  there  being  only  41  votes  in 
its  favor. 

Mr.  FiNDLET assigned  the  reasons  wliich  would 
ioduae  him  to  vote.again^  the  biiPs  being  en-"" 
grossed. 

Mr.  Tallmadqe  wished  the'CommiUee  would 
suffer  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  until  Monday.  % 
He  had  necessarily  been  detained  from  the  House  . 
since  this  hill  came  under  consideration,  and  had 
not,  therefore,  been  able  to  pay  to  it  that  attention 
which  he  wished;  and  wliich  wOc^ld  soabte  mm.  ' 
to  vote  understandingly  upon  it.    He  moved  to 
thrs'effeet,  and  the  question  .was  carried-— 51  to  45.  . 

APPKOPItlATION  |)Il«L. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  €k>veroment  for  the  year  1812; 
and,  having  gone  through  the  bill,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  taken  up,  and  agreed  to^  except  in 
relation  to  an  appropriatioa  for  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  .clerks  in  ibe  seveiHl  depart- 
ments, «ot  exceeding  fifteen  pes  cent,  in  addition  ^ 
.to  the  sums  aHowea  by  the  act,  entitled  "'  An  act 
to  regbhite  and  fix  the  compensation  ofclerks,"  • 
&e.,  911  234  83. 

'Mr.  Alston  moved  to  strike  oat  this  appropr^ 
9tioo  in  Committee  kSf  the  Whole ;'.  and  the  mo-  . 
tion  was  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chairman  only.    When  the  bill  came  before  the 
House,  Mr.  A.  renewed  bis  motion,  in  which  he  . 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Tallmaooe.    The  motion  * 
wasofSposed'hy  Messrs.  Bacon,  Mitchill,  Wil- 
LTAMS,  and  Wright. 

Th<^e  opposed  to  oiakiag  this  allowasee,  urged 
that,  if  the  salaries  fixed  for  the  clerks  of  each 
department  were  not  sufficient,  they  ought  to  be 
increased,  though  it  was  believed  tney  were- am- . 
pie,  without  this  allowance;  that  this  additional 
compensation  was  believed  to  be  bestowed  chiefly 
on  favorites,  and  not  according*  to  the  extra  busi- 
ness jterformed.  .The  supporters  of  this  allow-   . 
ance,  said  that  it  had  been  giade^  for  a  number  of 
years;   that  the  salaries  would    be   inadequate 
without  it;;  that  lis  deliberation  was  left  with  the 
Heads  of  the'  Pepartrbents.  who  certainly  might 
be  safely  trusted  with  it ;  thrat  it  serVjed  to  reward 
faithful  and  extraordinary  services;  ai|d  that,  hav- 
ing made  the  altowmdi  for  a  number  of  years,  it 
would  be  hard  *now  to  deprive  the  clerks  of  tnis  • 
part  of  their  compensation. 
'    The  Question  on  .striking  out  this  appropriation 
from  the  bill,  was  carried— yeas  45,  nays  43,  as 
follows: 

TxAs — W^ii  AlstoBi  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robest  Brpwn,  William  Butler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Efy,  Asa 
Pitchy  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bollmg  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Ja* 
eob  Hafty,'John'M.  Hynemaa,  Richard 'Jaduoutjon^ 
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H.  OP  R. 


Chriatophar  MiUer. 


Fbbbda&t,  1812. 


Joseph' Kfent,  WilliftH)  H.  King,  Abner  Lft0odc»  Jo^h 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Ro})ert  LeRoy  Liviageton,  A«ron 
Lyie,  ArctubaLd  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alezi^nder 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcatf,  Jaine«  MoTgaii,  Thomas 
NewboId^Elisha  H.PoUer,  William  Reed,  John  Roan^i 
William'  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammona,  Ebenezer  Bea- 
ver, Samuel  Shaw,  William  Strong,  Benjamin  Tall- ^ 
madge,  Pierre  Van '  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonards  White,  and  Thoinaa  Wilson. 

Nays — William  Anderson,  ^fSzekiel  Bacon,  David 
Baft),  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  G.  O^Ihoun^ 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  William  Crawford,  Jamea 
Bmott,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Giiolson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn;  Aylett-  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Jame^  Mil- 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitohill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.'Moseley,  A^Dthony-  New,  Israel  Pickejis,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  James 'Ple^ants,  junior,  Peter  B.  For- 
ter,  William  M,  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Bbeneser  Sage,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  S^ybert,  G^rge  Smithy  Philip  Btaart,  John  Tali- 
aferro, Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  David  R.-  Wil? 
fiams,  and  Robert  Wxight. 

The  bill  cootained  to  k  a  pa/agraph  for  allow- 

-ing  a  compeasatioQ  to  th^  Marshals  and  assistant 

Marshals,  for  taking  an  accoant  of  tfie  maoufac- 

tures  of  the  Uaited  Staves,  io  addUioQ  to. the  sum 

heretofore  appropriated  for   that  purpose  

dollars. 

This  jMragrapK  was  striclteii  oat  in  Committee 
•  of  the  whole.  .When  Uie  bill  came,  before  the 
House,  Mr.  IS^EWTON  moved  to  restore  it,  and  to 
fill.the  blafik  with  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  *  He 
stated  that  ieventy  thousand  doll&rs  had  been 
asked  for  this  purpose  at  the  last  session,  but  only 
thirty  thousand  appropriated^,  which  was  so  far 
shor^  of  what  was  deemed  sufficient,  that  n^  dis- 
tribution had  been  made  of  it  by  th«  Secnetary  of 
the  T*J-easury.  '  , 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mitckill, 
who  said  that  he  expected,  before  Congress  were 
called  upon  for  any  additional  appropriation,  to 
have  had  laid  beiore  themi  a  digested  statement 
of  these  manufactures;  but  he  had  understood 
that  .this  business  had  been  so  badly  performed  by 
many  of  the  Marshals,  that  the  Secretary  found  it 
next  to  impossible  to  make  any  satisfactory  view 
of.,  the  subject  ffom  the  returns  which,  he  had  re- 
'ceive<}.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  some  of  the  Mar- 
.  shals  deserved  no  compensation,  whilst  others 
had  performed  the  service  In  a  manner  that  rich- 
ly deserved  reward.  Amon^  the  former  descrip- 
tion of  returns,  Mr.  M.  mentioned  South  Caroli- 
na, Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and  th^  District  of 
Columbia;  Amongst  the  latter,  Massachusetts, 
-  Pennsylvania,' and  New  York. 

Mr.  Newton  suffered  the  bill  to  pass  without 
taking  a  question  on  restoring  this  part  of  it.  The 
•bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third 
reading. 


Monday,  February  3. 
Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  billnSaking  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  (Jnlted  8tat«a 


during  the  year  181!^ ;  which  wa3  reajd  twice,  mod 
cotiimitted  to  a  Comcnittee  of  the  Whole  oa  Wed- 
nesday pext. 

-  An  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriations  for 
thesupport^of  Goveriim€nt,'daring  the  year  1812. 
was  read  tHe  ^hird  time,  and  passed. 
.  The  Sl^EAKBR  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
resolutions  ol*  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, approbatpryDf  the  measures  pursueii  by  the 
General  Qovernment  towards  Great  "BrMin,  and 
declaring  that,  "  peace,  as  we  now  hare  it,  is  dis- 
graceful and  war  is  honorable,'^  and  expressive 
of  their'  deleripination  to  support  all  measures 
;nrhich  maybe  adopted  in  ^indication  of  the  righu 
and  honor  of  \h^  United  States. — Ordered  lo  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  cf 
the  United  Stateis,  trausmitting  a  report  of  iLe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury^containiog  a  statemeai 
of  proceedings  under  the  "  Act  to  regulate  tic 
laying  out  and  making  a  rOad  from  Oumbe rhcd. 
in  th&^ State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Stale  oi  Oiiio.'' 

CHRISTOPITBR  «ILLER. 

/  Mr.  OftMSBV,  from  the  committee  appoioiedoD 
the^ith  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Miller ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  O.  also  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  sa^id  Christopher  Jdiiler  which  vaa 
read.    The  report is^ as  follows: 

It  «ppear^  to  yoar  committee  that,  in  the  year  17H 
General  Anthony  Wayne,  who  then  oommanded  tk 
United  States'  army,  determined  to  send  a  flag  to  the 
Indians,  in. order  that  a  peace  might  be  efiacted  we^ 
out  fiirther  warfare*  Tluil  the  said  Wayne  was  aaabtf 
to  fiiid  an^  person  in  his  .army  poaseanng  the  tutoa- 
sary  qualificatioD^  who  would  Qndertaike  the  hazanfoas 
enterprise;  except  the  petitioner,  who  was  iottoiately 
ac^uajnted  with  their  maimers  and  their  Jangnagc ; 
tod,  on  this  aocount;  was  tha  more  solidtiHis  that  he 
should  carry  the  •  flag  to  the  Indiana.  That  the  peti- 
tioner, as  an  inducement  tp.act  in  obe<&nc<  to  the 
wishes  of  General  }Vayne,  was  told  by  him  that  the 
Government  would  make  him  independent.  The  pe- 
titioner, at  the  evident  hazard  of  bis  life,  doA.  proceed 
with  the  flag  seni  by  the  said  Wayne,  and  commenced 
the  negotiation,  which  terminated  succewfnlfy. 

Yottr  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  the  be&f 
that  the, death  of  Geneital  Wayne  presented  him  froc 
making  knpwn  to  the  Government  the  chum  of  the  pe- 
'  titioner,  an<l  they  are  satisfied  that  his  pretenaoiu  to  t 
remuneration  flrom  the  Government  are  mach  strength- 
ened by  the  consideration  .of  .the  grekt  danger  he  eir 
countepcd,and  the  knowledge  \^hich  he  mast  have  pof- 
sessed  of  that  danger  previous  to  hia  depftrture  ;  ix 
General  Hardin  and  Majdr  Trueman,  who  had  nndei^ 
taken  'similar  expeditions,  to  the  Indians,  had  been 
killed  but  a' very  abort  time  before. 

When  your  committee  reflect  on  the  advaitagcs 
which  flowed  from  the  conduct  of  the  petitioner,  the 
dangerous  nature  of  the  enterprise,  and  die  prmuse  d 
General  Wayne  given  to  him,  on  the  ihith  of  a  soldier, 
that  he  should  be  amply  .remunerated,  they  casn^ 
hesitate  to.  say,  ttiat  the  Government^ ought  to  carxv 
this  pvom^e  into,  ea^cotiiuit 
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NEW  YORK  CANALS, 

The  Speaker  laid-ielbre  the  House  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio; 
declarfn^  that,  id  Iheir  bpinioo;  the  expen&e  of 
the  cantil  eontem plated  tp  be  cdt  froui  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Hudson  river,  ought  to  be  provided  for 
by  fhe  Genera^  Government.— Referred  to*  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
^  ident  and  Manager^  of  the  Union  CanRl  Compa- 
ny, in  the  State' of  Pennsylvania. 

The  document  is  as  follows :  '  •    . 

Zan^syills,  Ohio,  Jon.  18,  1819. 

6im :  In  obedience  to  ihe  request  of  the  Legifilature. 
of  this  Sta^,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy 
of  a  resolatioa  on  ihe  subject  of  the  contemplaited  canal 
bet\^een  the  river  Hudtfoh  and  the  Great  Lakes.    . 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your. obedient,,  humble 
•ervant,        «  RETURN  J.  MEIGS. 

Hon.  Heitbt  Clay,  •        ^ 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps.,  U.  S. 

■  Ja^vaht  17,  1812; 

Whereas  the  Commissioners,  appointed  under  the 
first  section  of  fhe  act  of  the  Legislature  Of' the  State 
of  Nqw  York,  passed  the  8th  day  of  A-pril,  1811,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the 
internal  navigation  of  tlie  State,"  haw,  iji  puiBuaoce 
of  the  provisions  of  said  adt,  applied  in  behalf  of  said 
State  tb.the  Legislature  of  this  "State,  finr  their  aid  and 
eo-operation  in  carrying  into  effect  the  object  contem- 
plated in  nid  adt,  and  h<ve  partienlaWy  solicited  the 
inflvenee  of  this  State  in  the  public  councils  of  our 
cooniry  for  Hiat  purpose,  being  fully  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  important  of  the  object  as  well  as  with 
.  the  raspectfttl  attention  duci'  to  our  sisUr  States ; 
therefore!  *  *  '    •  - 

Keaohied,  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  R^resenta- 
lives  ofike.Siate  of  Okioy  That  they  consider  the  com- 
munieat^Qj  by  means  of  the  canal  navigation,  between 
the  Great  Lake»  and  Hudson  river, 'as  a  project  of  na- 
tional concern;  that  the  accomplishment  of  such. a 
project,  free  froUi  a  transit  of  duty,  would  have  the 
most  extensive  and  beneficial  effects,  by  facilitating  the 
intercourse.  betWeea  remote  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
•diminishing  the  expense  of  transportation,  Hiereby  ren- 
dering the  produce  of  epr  country  more  valuable,  the 
price  of  foreign  eommodiftiee  cheaper ;  and  that  its  tea- 
denoy  would  be  to-  encourage  agricalture>  manuike^ 
turds,  internal  commerce,  and  tostrengtheU  the  bond 
of  union  between  the  Stirtes.. 

BeBokfed,  As  the  sense  of  this  General  Assembly, 
that  it  would  be  expedieut  for  the  expense  of  said  canal 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  United  Qtates'in  each  a  man- 
ner as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  that  the  same  be 
free  fzom  toll  or  transit  duty,  for  the  transportation  of 
produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise,  thereon. 

Heaved,  That  ihe  Governor  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  this*  resolution  to  the 
President  bf'Uie  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Congress,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
to  «ur  Representatives,  and  each  of  out  Senators,  in 
Congress.  ,  . 

THE  MILITIA.    .  : 

The  House  again  reaUmed  the  consideration  of 

the  bill  forelasaing-and  ai^miug  the'miUtia^of  the 

United  States. 

Mr.  Tall-maxmsb  aaid,  that  hamg  been  absent 


from  his  seat  w;hen  this  bill  was  under  discussion 
he  could. not  profit  by  any  remarks  which  had 
been  made.  He  would^  however,  submif  afew« 
coneiderationa  which  had  occurred  to  his  mlad^ 
-and  which -would  induce  him  to  oppose^he  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  That  his  re- 
marks might  be  definite  and  precise,  he  would 
endeavor  io  pursue  the  following  arrangement  r 
I  IdU  He  would  examine  the  Constrtutioa'  as  to 
the  powei:s given  to  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this 
subject. 
2ixd.  Inquire  how  far  those  powers  had  been 


executed  by  any  previous  law. 

3rd.. He  would  endeavor  to  test  the  principles 
of^this  bill  by  the  Cbnstitalion,  by  the  militia 
law  passed  by  Congress,  and'1)y  the  laws  and 
usages  of  the  States.  - 

'  As  to  th^  powers. given  by  the  ConetilulLon, 
Mr.  T.  remarked  that  they  would  be  foiind  under 
the  eighth  8ect4qn  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution ofnhe  United  Slates— "Congress  shall 

*  have  .pow'er  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 

*  militia.(d  execute  the  Uws  of  ihe^  union,  sup- 

*  press  insurrections  and  repel  invasions.".   '     '• 
"To  prcfvidefor  organizing,  .arming,  and  dis- 

^ciplininr  the  militia,  and  ior  governing  such 
^  part  of  them  as  may  b^  employed  in  the  service 
<ef  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States  re- 
spectively the  appointmeht  of  ^he  pfficers,  and 
the  iuthoriiyof  fraining^the  militia  .according. 
<  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Cougress."  So. 
also  in  defining  the  powers  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  he  is  styled,  "the  Comraand- 

*  er-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 

*  States  and  of  the.  militia  of  the  several  Statea, 

*  when  calted  into  the  aciuatl  service  of  the  United 

*  States."    ^ 
Hence,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  appears  that  all  the 

military  force  of  our  eountry  is  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  armyand  ,the. militia;  the. former  is 
exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  General 
Government,  and  the  latter  is  th^  great  military 
bulwark  of  the  Slates  respectively.  So  cautious 
were  the  sagesf  who  framed  the  Constitution  of 
the  peeuliai(  ftud  appropriate  rights  of  the  Slates, 
that  they  have  given  to  the  President  ofihe  Uni- 
ted States  no  control  over  the  militja  only  when 
cal|e4  out  by  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
for  the  three  express  purposes  defined  in  the  Con- 
stituiion;  These  andf  ih^se  only,  I  contend,  foroi 
the-grounds  or  reason*  on  which  the  service  of 
the  niilitia  may  be  required  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. ^  ,  ^  .  . 
y  With  this  plain  exposition,  of  the  Consti tuition, 
1  will  pass  6n  to  the  second  proposition,  and  in- 
quire how  far  the  powers  Vested  in  the  General 
Government  have  been  carried  into  execution. 

After  various  attempts  had  been  made,  and  ela* 
borate,  systems  had  been  proposed  and  rejected^ 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  Congress  passed  a  law 
**  more  efiFeciualiy  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 

*  fenee,byestabll«hingan  uniform  militia  through- 
*otit  the  United  States."  . 

By  a  careful  elamination  of  this. law  it  will  be 
perceived  that,""  in  all  its  pro  visions,  .the  Conslitu- 
tional  limits  haVe  pot  been  transcended ;  but  that 
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the  prominedt  jfeatares  of  this  law  consist  of  pro- 
TisioDsto  enroJl.oreroborly;  to  armaudaecoatre; 
to  arrange  and  organize ;  to  offieer  under  tState 
authorities,  and  to  discipline  or  train  ibe  militia 
according  to  the  system  provided  by  (Congress. 
It  is  bot  unworthy  of  remark«  that  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law,  it  was- made  the  duty  of  the 
-militia  to  arid  and  clothe  themselves  at  their  own 
.  expense,  and  the  quality  and  description  of  (heir 
arms  were  particularly  designated.  , 

.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1803^  another  law  was 
passed,  supplementary  to  tbe  foreseeing,  in  which 
additional  duties  were  required  of  the  Adjutajit- 
Qeneral— a  Q.uartermaster^6  Department. was  es- 
tablished, and  every  militiaman,  enjoined  to  be 
completely  furnished  with  arms,  accoutrements, 
and  ammunition,  agreeable  to  the  req^i5lition»  of 
the  aforesaid  act. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  an  additional  law. 
was  enacted,  authorizing  anannuil  appropriatiota 
ot  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. ;  to  piirchase 
arms  and  military  equipments,  whichwere  tobe 
distributed  to  the  several  States  and  Territoriesj 
in  proportion  to  their  eflfective  militia,  under  sat;h 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Legislatures  should 
respectirely  prescribe  by  law.  From  the  most 
careful  examination  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  I  believe  the  forecroing  laws  comprehend 
all  the  regulations  which  have  beenmade  relative 
to.  the  militia  of  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries. Other  laws  have  been  passed  relating  ta 
draughts  from  the  militia,  which  have  no  i>earing 
^ upon  this  question. 

3dly.  I  come  now  to  test  thd  principles  of  the 
bill  before  the  House,  bv  the,  Constitution,  and 
the  system  adopted  by  the  OoVexament  hereto- 
'  fore. '  I  inquire,  then,  what  urgent  occasion  is 
there  for  this  bill?  Genttemen  say  that  the  old 
system  is  inadeaciate  k)  its  object.  But,  saSer 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  inquire  from  whence  io  these 
objections  arise  ?  Are  they  made  by  those  who 
have  carried  the  laws  into  praetidaole  effect,  ojr 
by  those  States  where  the  militia  laws  have  been 
scarcely  regarded"?  Most  assuredly  not  the  form- 
er—and with  how  ill  a  grace  they  are  made  by 
those  who  have  never  carried  the  milttia  laws  in- 
to operation  I  leave  for  the  good  sense  of  this 
House  to  determine.  Sir.  the  militia  of  the  North- 
ern Stated,  by  a  close  adherence  to  the  law,  and  a 
careful  attention  to  its  requisitions,  have  become 
formidable  armies  themselves  for  all  purposes  to 
which  the  services  of  the  militia  can  constitution- 
ally be  directed.  They  are  the  military  boaatand 
Sride  of  our  country,  and  no  man  feels  himself 
egraded  by  being  enrolled  with  his  neighbors  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  militia. 

In  addition  to  this  the  present  militia  system 
has  been  long  in  operation.  It  commenced  with 
the  first  settlement  of  our  country,  and  with  the 
slight  alterations  and  amendments  since  has  been 
found  to  answer  the  grand  objects  to  which  this 
force  ought  ponstitutronally  to  be  directed.  I 
would  further  remark,  that  being  now  so  fully 
ingrafted  into  oor  State  codes,  and  forming  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  our  habits,  (I  speak  more 
especially -of  the  Northern  Sttites))  no  smalf  in-, 


conveniencevWoold  result  to  the  *coinmaaity  by 
the  adopting  the  provis4<kAS.of  this  bill. 

1%  is  not  unworthy  of  remark  that  the  dassiff- 
ing  principle  of  this  bill  would  introduce  novel 
^distinctions,'  and  would  oppose  odibas  and  op- 
pressive burdens^  on  that  portioo  of  our  citizeas 
who  ace  enrolled  in  the  militia.  ^  And  who,  I  pray 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,. are  the  militia  of  oar  eeuntry  ? 
In  addition  to  the  duties  which  they  perform  u 
being  the  natural  guardians  of  oar  rights  in  arms, 
they  are  the.  sovereigns  of  this  couDtry,  Bud  bold 
in  their  hand^  the  Constitutional  right  to  remove 
us  from  these  seats  whenever  they  please. 

la'dd  once  more  that  the  classifjiogprtaeiple 
which  forms  the  chost' prominent  feature  of  this 
bill,  smells  too  strong  of  the  detestable  conscrip- 
tion of  the  French  Emperor  to  become  palates- 
bieto  our  own  countrymen.  Whatever  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  bcought  in  this  bili 
(Mr.  Williams)  may  say  of  the  Rrench  con- 
scription being  very  similar  19  our  code,  I  iasist 
on  it  that  light  and  darkness  are  scarcely  mon 
unliloe  than  the  practical  operations  of  thosetwo 
principles.  Is  it  possible  that  the  geailemen  from 
South.  Carolina  can  see  no  difference  between  the 
equal  ?oluntary  service  di  our  oouotrymea.  cm- 
bodied  to  defend  their  dearest  rtghis^  or  io  eofoise 
t^e  execution  of  our  rlaws,  and  the  iovoloatary. 
detestable  service  to  which  M  Che  jomh  of 
France  and  her  dependencies  are  snbjeeied  by 
the  Bonepartean  oonscri'ptien  ?  Are  the  ekam 
and  hxmdcuffiB  Which  adorn  the  yomi^ceBaeript 
on  his  n^arch  from  his  father'^  Jioase  to  sobk 
military  depot  in  prance  to  be  compared  with  the 
operation  of  our  militia  laws  In  this  free  Repab- 
lie?  And  will  the  gentleman  venture  to  assert 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Coositta- 
tional  appropriated  service  of  our  militia,  and  the 
dreadful  prospects  presented  to  the  conscripts  of 
France,  chained  to  the  destinies  of  a  military  des- 
pot, ai\d  obliged  tp  pursue  the  objects  of  his  ambi- 
tion whe reiser,. and  against  whomsoever, directed? 
Sir,  I  f^ftnnot  express  my  {^tonishmeni  whea  I 
hear  such  remarks  niade  with  10  tbese  walls,  nor 
will  I  c^se  to  ezp08e4»id  reprobate  then  so  long 
as  I  have  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

But  the  deetrine  which  I  wish  to  enCoioe  is, 
that  the  power  cqatataad  in  this  biU  is  aqt  war- 
ranted by  the  ConstitutioD.  The  whole  power 
given  to  Congress,  relative  to  this  pofBt,  is  to 
provide  for  organizini^  arming^  and  dise^immg 
the  militia.  Will  any  gentleman  ^y  fbac  aorfer 
this  provision  is  given  an  authority  to  class  the 
militia,  and  designate  particular  duties  10  be  per- 
formed by  >thera  7  If  powers  not  given  are  acta- 
ally  retained^  then  shall  I  contend  that  this  power 
belongs  alone  to'  the  States.  As  I  consider  the 
interference  of  the  General  Qovernment  with  the 
State  authorities,  in  relation  .to  the  ntilitia,  to  he 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  I  would  cauuoosiy 
f^uard  against  the  first  encroachments  upon  those 
important  rights. 

If  an  arm/ should  ba  thus  formed' froia  con- 
scripts, called  ou( under  the  imposing  title  of  clas- 
sified militia,  it  would  he  an  aroAy  unknown  to 
the  COnstitiuioa,    Indeed,  as  the  case  migkt  be, 
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the  physieal  force  6f  the  Slates  might  be  so  dis- 
posed of,  as  thitt,  in- the  hands  of  an  aspirin]^,  am- 
bitious Presidenf,  the  Hbertte#  of  this  country- 
would  be  g^reat}y  jeopardized.  Let  such  a  EVesi- 
dent  have  power  to  call  those  conscripts  'to  per- 
'form  military  duty  wherever  he  should  think 
proper,  I  be;  leave  «o^  inquire  what  should  pre- 
vent him  from  desiroytng  your  liberties  by  the  aid 
of  his  regular  troops?  Against  such  possible 
evils,  I  wish  to  interpose  every  .prajcticaixneck. 

Having  made  the^e  ffenerai .  remarks^  I  wiU 
now  exaniine  some  of  the  secttonft  of  this  bill, 
and  dismiss  tli#  subject. .. 

la  tbe  first  section  t>f  the. bill  an  anthopity  is 
given  t6thaPrcBideDt  of  tbe  United  States  to  order 
out  the  minor  class,  or  any  part  of  it,  whenever  de- 
tachaoeDti  from  the  militia  shoold  be  aathorized. 
This  power,  Mr^  Speaker,  is  too  j^reit  for  me  to 
coBsent  to  gi^.  If  this  seetfon  of  the  bill  ehould 
]Niss  in  its  present  f^irm,  all  the  youth  of  our 
countj-y  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years  tf 
age  wonkl  be  placed  under  the  contrcd  of  the 
President,  which,  I  am  persuaded,  the  Constitu- 
tion never  contempl&ted.  - 

The  seventh  section  provides  for  punishing  any 
officer  Who  should  fail  to  perform  his  duty,  as  ve- 

Suired  by  this  act,  by  cashiering^  or  mulcting^  or 
niog,  not  exceeding  fifty  doliars.  I  uiierly  ob- 
ject to  this  provision  because  no  such  authority  is 
.  yeslted  in  tbe  General  Qovernmeat,  noir  can  We 
interfere  with  punishmenis  hy  courts  martial,  uv- 
der  the  authority  of  the  individual  States.  How, 
I  beg  leave  to  ask,  are  such  courts  to  be  formed; 
and,  in  case  of  fiue,  bv  what  process  is  the  money 
to  .be  collected  ?  A.  oare  mention* of  these  diffi- 
culties, I  sliould  hope,  would  be  suffictentto  show 
the  absurdity  of  the  provision. 

In  the  eighth *sect]on  of  this** bill,  provision  is 
made  for  furnishing  every  militiaman,  who  shall 
'  arrive  to  the  age  of  eighteen 'years^  with  a  stand 
of  arms.  To  the  principle  of  this  provi^iion  I  do 
not  object-;  but,  as-  I  do  believe  this'  ipethod  of 
delivering- out  the  arms  is  more  objectionable 
than  that  which  is  j>rovided  by  law,!  cannot  co&r 
sent  to  this  alteration.  We  have  astanciing  law 
nfSropriattng  $JSOO,000  annually  for  the  purchase 
61  arms,  which  directs  the  distribution  of  the 
same  tothe  Executives  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  for  the  use  of  their  militia ;  and  under 
their  direexion  I  wish  to  see  the  distribution  made. 
lo  fket;!  wish  to  maintain  the  true  CoQscitatiotial 
character  oT  our  militia,  as  belonging  ^H>  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  not  as  militia  or  the  United 
Slates. 

In  the  same  section,  the  oath  required  to  be 
takeif  before  the  stand  of  arms  can  oe  delivered, 
as  tbe  case  piay  be,  will  deprive  the  State  of  the 
service  of  one  of  her  citizens,  or  he  must  perjure 
bimself  to  obtain  the  stand.  No  provision  is 
made  where  arms  may  be  lost  in  battle,  6r  by  any 
other  unavoidable  accident.  .     ^ 

I  have  strong  objections  to  other  sections  of 
this  bill,  particularly  to  the  eleventh  and  thir- 
teenth sections,  which  I  will  leave  to  other  gen- 
tlemen whd  may  follow  me. ' 

Although  (  shall  always  be  ready  to  accord  in 


any  nieasture  which  may  be  caleulifted  to  perfect 
the  present  militia  system  of  the  United  States, 
yet.i  cannot  consent  to  innovate,  upon  any  or 
those  ^reat  principles  which  bind  tbe  services  of 
the  militia,  most  emphatically,  to  the  States  and 
Territories  in  which  they  "reside.  I,  therefbre^ 
hope  tbe  biU  on  your  table  will  not  pass, 

Messrs.'  CIuincy,  and  Law,  spoke  against  the 
bill ;  and  Messrs.  Williams  and  Wbight  m  fa- 
vor of  it.  The  Hpu^e  adjourned,  without  taking 
the  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill.  • 

TuBSDAv,  Febrnar  y  .4. 

Mr.  RsEA  presented  to  the  Hooaei^a  letter  ad*  -< 
di^essed  to  him  by  the  Oovernor  of  the  State  of 
Tennessbe,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  ^ 
the   Qeneral.  Assembly  of  tlial  State,  *''recom<«' 
mqnding  to  their  Senators  add  Representatives  ja 
Congress  the  expedieacy  of  titipulating  for  the 
aearfst  possible  route  lor  a  wa^^on.road  from 
Knoxville  to  Augusta,  in  Georgia  through  the 
country  of  tbe  Cherokee  Indiaas."— Referred  to 
the  Secretary:  of  War,  to  -consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of,  the  Treasury,  of  the  amount  of  de* 
posities  of  public  money  id  banks,  reported,  in 
part,  a  bill  repealing  the  Usnth  section  or  the  "Act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the. 
United  States ;"  which  was  read  twic^  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Contmittee  of  the  Whole-on  Monday, 
next.' 

Mr.  Liswia,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  further  to'amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  repotted  an  amendatory  bill ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a^CooMnittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 
'  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter, 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmiltiogn 
a  statement  of  the  tpnnage  6f  the  United  States, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
eleventh  ultimo;  which  was  read,'aad  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
leUer  from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  trana- 
mittiog  two  statements  of  importations  io  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  vessels  for  one  year,  endipg  the 
thirtieth  of  September.  1810;  which  were  iead| 
ajid  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmittiiig 
a  statement  of  the  name,  rank,  pay,  and  rations, 
of  each  commissioned  and  warrant  officer  of  the 
N&vy,  pfepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolqtion  of  the 
tw^enty- third  uhimo;  which  were  read,  4^nd  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the-  table. 

A  measiLge  from  the  Senate  infoirmed  the  Hovse 
that  the  Sepate  have  passed. a  bill  *4o  promote, 
the  progress  of  acfenee  and  useful  arts,  by  secar- 
ring,  for  a  iimited  lime,  to  the  inventors,  the  ex-  . 
elusive  riffhjt  to  their  respeotive  discoveries  ;*'  in 
whieh  biu  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 
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The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Gominittee  of 
the  Whole;  on  the  billsupplemei^tal  toaaact  for 
rafsiug,  for  a  limited  time,  a  juiHiary  force. 

Mr.  WfLLiAMS  explained  the  obj[ect  of  this  bill 
to  be  to  provide  for  mouDtijag  a  regifdent  of  horse 
artillery,  directed  fd  be  raised  by  a  law  of  1808. 
The  1)ill  was  reported  without  amendmeDt,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the. 
Whole,,  on  the  bill  niraking  further  appropriation 
for  the.defence  pt  our  maritime  frontier.    ^ 

The  blank  in  the  bill  for  the  appropriation,  was 
filled  wit|>  a  million  of  dollars.  The  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  or* 
•dered  tp  a  thinl  readiB|^. 

The  House  went  into  a  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Bill  to  ascertain  the  Western  bottn^ 
'dary  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  satisfying 
military  bounties  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Vitginia  Continental  Line.  After  soihe  tiaie. 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  le^ve 
to  sit  again* 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  classing  and  arming  the  militia' of  the  United 
States.  'The  question  was  on  the  bill's  going  to 
a  third  reading.  Messrs.  Biqelow,  Moseley, 
Rhea,  aAd^TCRGEd,  spoke  against  the  bill's  being 
engrossed;  and  the  Is^tter  gentleman  concluded 
his  observations,  by  a  motion  to  irecominit  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
adding  to  it,  "  for  the  nurpose  of  reportjingf  two 
separate  bills — one  for  classing^  the  otoejr  for  arm-^ 
ing  the  militia."  Mr.  'Stdroes  accepted  the 
amendment  as  a  part  of  the  motion. 
'  Messrs.  Harpba,  PoRTfiii,  Rhea,  Gholson,  and 
WiDGERY,  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  arm*> 
iog  the  militia,  bnt  not  of  classing  the  militia. 
^  Messrs.  Williams,  Macon,  and  .Wright, 
'  (members  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,), 
opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill.  They 
wished  the  sense  of  the  House  to  be  taken  upon 
it,  without  father  loss  of  tiibe';  but  if  the  House 
xlecided  in  favor  of  a  recommitment,  they  hoped 
the  bill  would  not  be  sent  back  to  them,  as  thoy 
had  reported  such'  a  bill  as  they  approved ;  and 
if  it  wcire  to  be  new- modelled,  tney  wished  it  to 

So  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  ezpjiessed  so  much 
issatlsfaction  wi^h  it,  though  they  believed  but 
f«w  of  them  would  roifi  for  it  in  any  shape. 
*    The. motion  for  recommitment  was  lost,  there 
being  only  30  votes  for  it. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  upon  the  ebgross- 
ment  of  the.  bill,  and  carried— yeas  63,  nays  59, 
as  follows:  -• 

Y«AS— Willis  Aliton,  junior,  Waiism  Andenon, 
John  Baker,  BurweH  Batsett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  JTas. 
Breckenndge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevte, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Wm. 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha>  Samuel  Dins*' 
moor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L.  .Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hallt  Obed 
Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wii- 
liam  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Leaver,  Joseph 
Lewie,  jr.,  Peter  LHUe,  Wiltiam  Lowndes,  Nathamel  | 


Macon,  George  0-.  MaxweH,  Thomas  Moore.  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Aninah 
Metcfllf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,^  Thonias  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby^  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  M.  Richardson,  Heniy 
M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  £benezer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver^  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sbeffej, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  6ilaa  Stow, 
William  Strong,' John  Taliafen-o,  George  M.  Tfoap, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekrel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Abijahpigelow/Harmanua  Bieecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elijah  Brigham^  Rdbert  Brown,  William  Batler, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jolm  I^v- 
enport,<  junior^  Roger  Davis,**  William  Ely,  iaoies 
f  mott,  WiUi&m  Findley,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  Ghbbon, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterion  Goodwyn,  Edwaxd  Gray, 
John  A.  Harpett  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  HynemaB, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Cyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Boy 
Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  James  Mflnor,  Sajaael  L.  Ma- 
chiil,  Jonathan-  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  WiUiaai 
Piper  Timothy  Pilkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants, jonior, 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliaha.R.  Potter, 
Josiah-  Quin<^,  William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jooatiiaa 
Roberts,  William  Rodmim,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adna 
Seyb«rt,  George  Smith,  llichard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Tagg^art,  BenjsBun 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracv,  Charles  Turner,  jon.,  ^cne 
Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton«  T^eonard  White, 
Robert  Whitehill,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Thomis 
Wilsdn, 

/The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  co- 
morrow,        ,    '      . 

Wednesday,  February  4. 

Mr.  Baeer  presented  a  petition  of  sondrv  ia- 
habitants  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colon- 
bia,  praying  permissioq  to  cut  a  canal  around  the 
western  end  of  the  causeway  between  ftfason's 
Island  and"  the  Virginia  shore  of  the  Potomac 
riv^,  and  also  to  cut  a  canal  between  the  aaia 
land  and  Alexander's  Peninsula,  and  thai  the  cor- 
poration of  the  town  of  Alexandria!  maj  he  aa- 
thorized  to  levy,  a  tax  upon  the  property  or  citi- 
zens of  the  town  to  execute  the  worL— Referred 
to  the  CommilteelTor  the  District  of  Colambia. 

The  Speaker  lafd  before 'ibcA  House  aandry 
resolutions  of  the  Gkneral  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  declarioj;.tbat  they  feel  deeply  sen- 
sible of  the  continued  violations  of  pur  national 
rights  by  Great^Britaio  and  France,  and  that,  if 
thev  are'npt  discontinued,  they  ought  to  be  resisted 
with  the  whole  .power  of  the  country  ;  and  that, 
in  the  event  of  a  war  with  either  of  the  belliger- 
ents of  Eurof^e,  "the  State  of  Kentucky  will  con- 
tribute, to  the  last  mite  of  her  resoarcea,  to  maia- 
tain  the  contest  and  support  the  rights  of  the  na- 
.tioa  against  such  lawless  violations." 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  tojfetheririth 
the  resolutions,  of  a  similar  nature,,  pasaed  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  of  North  Carol i Da,  Vir- 
ginia, New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  by  the 
Legislature  oif  the  Mississippi  Territory,  aad  by  a 
public  meetiogJn  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  ordered 
to  be  referred,  to  the  Committee  on  Forei^a  Re- 
lations^ 

The  Sfeajlcr  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  petition 
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of  the  Bynod  of  Kentucky, piaying  that  the  mails 
of  the  United  States  may  not  be  .carried  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  except-  on  extraordinary  occasions. 
Lard  on  the  table. 

The  bill  fVom  the  Senate  ^  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  science  ftod  nsefol  arts,  by  securing,  for 
a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the  exclusive  ri|;ht 
to  their  respective  discoveries,''  was  read  twtce,* 
and  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr'  Pitkin,  Mr. 
LoWNDBB^  and  Mr.  MtLVoft,  were  ajipointed  the 
committee. 

An  engro)t^d  bill  supplementary  to**  An  aet  to 
raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additionaJ  ipiiicary 
force,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

/  THE  MIUTIA. 
An  engrossed  bill  supi^leme.ntary  to  "  An  act 
more  ftffeetually  to  pfovide  for  the  national  defence 
by  establishing  an  on rfornl.  militia  throiigboat  the 
United  Stares;"  and  to  "  An  acrt  making  provisi on 
for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militfa  of  the  United  States,"  «^i|s  read  the  third 
time ;  and  on  tbe  question  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  was  determined  io^the  negative — yeas  55,  nays 
58,  as  follows: 

Y»AS — Willis  Alston;  jr.,  William  Anderson,  John 
Baker,  Butwejl  Bassptt,  William  W.  Bibb,  James 
BreckenHdge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves^ 
Mattbew.  Clay«  James-  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Binsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Isaiah  L«  Green,  Felix  Orundy, 
Bolting  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Huity,  Richard  M.  John- 
son^  Joseph  >Ken^  Philip  B.  Key,  WilKasa  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacpck,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  yUn.f 
Peter  Little,  Nathaniel  Macbn^  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore^  Archibald  McBryde,  Anmah  MetcaU^ 
Jamee  Morgan,  Jeremiab  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold* 
Stephaa  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Henry  M*  Ridgely, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Spge^  Ebene- 
zer  Seaver,  John  Serier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Baniei  Sheffey^ 
Johadmilie,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong, 
George  M.  Tronp,  Parid  R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robeirt  Wright.  v  .  . 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Etekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmamis  Blecker,  Adam  Boyd» 
Elijah  Brigjham,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Epa^ 
phrodiiuB  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Roger  Davis,  WlIliam^Elv,  James  Emott,  Wm. 
Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Ghobon;  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Peterson  (Joodwyn,  6dwin  Gray,  John  A.  -Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  fifyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.| 
■  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Lrving8ton,Aaron  Lyle, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L/Mxtchill,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Hogh  Nelson,'  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr^  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  'Benjamto 
Pood,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed, 
John  RHee,  Jonathan  Roberts.  William  Rodman,  Thoe. 
SsLBiqions,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith*  Richard 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggait,  John 
Taliaferro,  jSenjamin  Tallmadge,  Charles  Turner,  jr« 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  juo^  Lahan  Wheatoa,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  WhitehUl,  William  Widgeiy,  and  Thos* 
Wileqn. 

[The  followinjr "  an  abstraet  Qf  tho  arguments 
used  for  and  agamst  the^ill. 

Thia  biU  provided  that  the  mlttm  should  be 


divided  into  three  classes,  viz  r  Minor,  Junior  and 
Senior  Classes.  The  first  to  consist  of  youths 
oVer  eighteen  and  under  twenty-one  years ;  to  be 
called  out  for  three  months  at  a  time  only,  and 
within  their  own  Stale;  th^  second,^to  consist  of 
citizens  over  twentyH>De  and  under  thirty-ona 
years  age^  to  be  employed  for  twelve  months  at  a 
time/in  any  manner  in  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct;  and  the  last  to 
consist  of  isititens  over  tbirtyrone  and  under  forty* 
five  years  of  age,  liable  to  be  called'  out  for  six 
months  ata  timoi  in  the  State  in  which  they  live, 
or  an-*adjoiQidff  State.  The  bill  also  provides 
that  every  youth  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen,, 
shall  foe  provided  with  a  6tan4  of  aroto  at  the  ex* 
pehse  of  the  Qorverome&tl 

This  bill  was  supported,  by  Messrs.  IXR.  Wil« 
LMM8,  Maoon,  WjiiaBT/STQW^  R^NBOLpii  and 
Smilib,  on  the  following  grounds.  In  behalf  of. 
the  cliCssification,  it  was  said,  that  in  consideratioa  ^ 
of  youths  from  eighteen  to  twenty-K>ne  being  gen- 
erally  engaged  in  either  obtaining  ajk  education , 
or  in  learning  sonle  trade  6r  profession  to  fit  them 
for  future  usefulness  in  life,  they  had  laid,  the  bar*, 
den  ofmiliCar^  service  lightly  onthenr,  and  con- 
fined them  within  a  moderate  distance  IVom  theti^ 
homes:  That  on  tfre  nex^class)  .consisting  of  eiti-^ 
zens  in  the  prime  of  life,  .considering  thidm  as  being 
{josseeaed  of  the  great  pbysioal  strength  and  spirit 
of  the  commubity,  they  had  laid  the  heaviest  hur- 
den^of  duty,  though  po  more  than  every 'citizen 
is  at  present  Liable  to  be  called  upoa  to  perform .:. 
On  the  senior  class,  they  imposed  a  lighter' duty, 
because  they  consider  them  as  being  more  ireces- 
tary  at  home,  and  as  being  \esA  able  lo  sustain  ser- 
vice than  the  persons  composiog  the  seeond  class.^ 
Though  a^ftrstview,  it  might  appear  that  the  ser- 
vice was  unequal,  yet  it  Was  stated  that  if  it  were 
considered  that  every  man  who  lived  to  be  of  the 
age  of  forty-five,  would  pass  througli  all  the  clas- 
ses, k  would,  in  the  end,  be  a  peruct  system  of 
equality,  and  considerably  lessen  the  present  bur- 
.den'of  militia  service,  at-  the; saoM  time  that  it 
would  afford  to  the  oountry;its  most  efficient  force 
whenever  it  should  be  necessary  to  caU  out  the 
militia;  and  though  one-third  only  of  the  whole 
■dumber  of  citizens  liable  to  do  militia  duty,  couhl 
be  called  out  to  any  eonsidefaMe  distance  from 
home,  yet,  from  our  increased  population,  it  was 
argoedj  tl^is  ^ould  be  a  creator  force  than  the- 
Qovernment  could  possibly  want  for  any  distant 
service ;  and  the  minor  and  senior  classes  would  ^ 
be  alwavs  ready  |o  perform  tfaie  service  in  their 
own  ana  adjoining  State..  Under  this  arrange* 
ment  it  was  said,  everv  eitizen/pvould  knQW  the 
kind  of  service  which  he  was  liable  to  be  called 
upon*  to  perform,  and  would  h^ve  satisfaction  ia 
passing (Vomoncclass  tpflinotherj  until  he  arrived 
at  that  age,  'whicb  exempted  him  from  militia 
service.  , 

.  This  arrangement, it  was  contended,  would  have 
no  visible  operation  upon  the  militia,  until  they 
became  detached  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Btaiesj  in  consequence  of  a  call  frooii  the  Presi- 
dent, m  conformity  with  a  law  of  Congress;  as 
all  ^at  this  bill  requires  labile  the  militia  reioains 


1028 


HIS*CORT  OF  CONGRESS: 


1024 


H.  OP  R. 


7%e  mUHa. 


FSBBCART,  1812. 


at  home,  is,  that  tl)e  returning  ofBoer  shall  make 
three  columDs  io  his  return,  instead  of  one,  eon* 
taining;  an  account  of  the  aurober  of  men  there 
are  in  each  of  the  plasses,  instead  of  reiuming  the 
whole  in  on&coluixin^.as  at  preaent. 

This  kind  of  classification  would  do  away  the 
inconveniences,  which  are  nlways  experienced  in 
an  army,  foy  htving  young  and  old*  men  In  the 
same  ranksT-^from  havit^  the  father  and  son  on- 
the  same  battle  ground.  Every  experienced  offi- 
cer, every  man,  must  know,  that  old  and  youtig. 
men  cannot  sustain  the  sltme  ftttiga«  in-marchiBg 
and  other  service ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  was  asked, 
if  anpfficer  would  Dotal wayd  prefer  an  army jjf 
men,  from  the  ages  of  twenty-^ne  to  thirty-one, 
td  one  composed  of  men  of  all  agedffom  eighteen 
.to  forty" 6 vet  tt  was  addcfd  that  most  of  the  cel- 
ebrity which  had  been  obtained  by  the  Emperor 
of  France^  as  a  warrior,  had  been  owing  to  this 
mode  of  drawing  out  the  strength  aad.aad  flower 
of  the  population  of -the  country,  in  preference  to 
the  aid  mode  of  mixing  all  ages  together. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  this  classsification 
must  be  agreeable  to  the  citizens  themselves  who 
compose  the  different  classes ;  as  men  of  nearly 
the  same  age  would  be  mqre  likely  to-be  pleased 
witii  each  other's  company,  by  haviiig  similar 
turnsof  thought  and  inclination  ;  that  stronger  at- 
tachments were  more  likely -to  be  formed  amongst 
men  of  the^same  age,  and  pursuits,  than  could  be 
made  where  the'  disparity  of  age  was  greater^ 
that  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the>old  and  the 
yoUng  never  aocborded  well  together.  That  this 
classification  would  certatnlv  tend,  to  render  the 
militia  more  eflFective;  would, comply  "with  the 
first  and  last  injunctions  of  xhe  g^eat  Father  of 
his  Country,  Qej:ieral  Washington;  aud  in  pro- 
portion as  the  militia  system'  was  improved,  in 
the  same  degree  would  «  stundirig  army  become 
unnecessary. '  '       . 

.  '  In  favor  of  arititng'the  militia,  it  was  ^io,  that 
it  having'been  provided  by  the  CoBslitutibQ,  ^'  the 
jight  of  t hie  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  ahali 
not  be  infringed,"  it  w^s  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
provide  them ;  as,  if  it  were  left  to  the  people 
themselves,  experience  had  shown,  that  soaae  cit- 
izens will  provide  themselves  witt  arms,  and 
some  will  not,  end  that  those  which  they  get  will 
be  of  various  sizes  ^nd  qualities,  unfit  for  militaFy 
service,  where  all  the  muskets  ought  t6  be  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  Calibre.  Besides^  that  this  mode 
of  procuri&g  &rms  operates  very  uneciuallyj  as  it 
lays  the  same  burden  on  th^  poor  as  on  the  rich— 
is  a  kind  of  poll  tax,  the  most  oppressive  of  all 
otfiers.  For  aureky  nothing  can  be  more  unjust,  _ 
than  t^t  the'poor  man,  who,  if  there  be  any  fight- 
ing, will  have  to  do  it,  should  be  forced  to  purchase 
himself  arms,  when,  perhaps,  he  finds  great  dff- 
fiouhy  to  procure  bread  for  liiiiiiself  and  family, 
whilst  the  rich  man.  who  can  always  hir6  a  sub- 
stitute to  fight  for  him,  is  called  upon  to  do  no 
more,  in  the  way  of  tax,  than*  bis  poor  neighbor. 
The  injustice  of  this  is  so  glaring,  that  the  law, 
in  many  parte  of  the  country  has  iSot  been'  coi&- 
plied  with.  . 
In  eoBsaquence  of  this.ODequal  tax  and  because 


ll^e  arma^iannotf  id  some  parta  of  the  country  be 
procured,  the  militia  are,  in  certain  paru  of  the 
Uoited  States,  particularly  kk  the  Middle  aod 
Southern  States,  very  imperfectly  ai^med.  Some 
of  the  State  Le^mtures  have*  endeavored  to 
remedy  this  de/ect,.by  fldanufacturiDg  or  purchas- 
ing arms,  and  loaning  them  le  the  militiamea, 
eitner  by  putting  them  into.their  handa  for  a  lim- 
ited 'time,  or  by  placing  ^heai  io  armoriei:,  and 
handing  them^odt  occastonally  when  wanted.  In 
both  which  cUses  rncojovenience  had  beeo  expe- 
:rienced.  Whefe'the  arms  were  put  into  the  baods 
of  the  individuals,  many  of  them  were  lost  or 
disposed  of;  and  when  they  were  Jcept  in  depots, 
many  were  spoiled  or  greatly  injured  bymst. 

This  bill,  It  was  stateid,  was  cal<;5ilated  to  do 
awajr  all  these  diQcnItiee  ajid  iacon  veDieQce^  hf 
putimg  suitable  armsJnto  the  hands  of  every  fne, 
white  young  inan  in  the  Uiuted  States,  when  tie 
arrives  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  the  public 
expense;  so 'that,  b^  degrees,  the  wbole  oattos 
would  become  armed.  The  idea  .of  anniag  tiie 
nation  at  the  public, expense  waa  not  Jiew;  it  had 
beeen  acted  upon 'in.  the  year  1808,  by.  pasaaga 
law,  appropriating  $2P0,0()0  a^nualijr  for  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  to  be*  placed  in  the  bands  of  the 
Exetratives  of  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to 
the  populatiQO  of  each,  to  be  distriboted  by  tbem 
amongst  the  militiamen,  x^r  kept  in  armories,  as 
they  might  judge  most  expedient.  This  appro- 
priation, however,  was  inadequate  tp  the  object, 
nor  was  the  mode  o£ distribution  approved. 

'This  bill,  therefore,  proposed  orig^ioally  to  ap- 
proptitfte  $400,000  annuAlly,  in  addition  to  the 
former,  a  pMopriation  (but  io  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate $400,000  was.  stricken  out  and  $200,000  in- 
serted) for  the  same  <3»hjtet,  but  instead  of  placing 
the  arms  at  the  drspdsrition  of  the  several  State 
Gfoverikmenta,  it  propos^  to  4)lace  thera  imme- 
diately ih  thfe.hands'  of  jhemilitiafmen  thea»5e/ves. 
And  as  the  plan  embraced  the  whole  United 
States^  it  would  make  nKi  difference,  whether  a 
man  Who  received  the^e^rms  continued  to  reside 
in  the  sameplacei  or  removed  to  another — wher- 
ever ht  Went,  within  the  United  States,  the  arms 
would  be  equally  useful  for  the  public  service. 

It  was  beLieve(),  that  by  plapin^  the  arms  in  the 
hands  of  the  citizens  themselves,  they  would  con- 
sider them  as  their  property,  ^nd  ukeirare  of  them 
as  such  ;.and  they  would  becpme  better  acquainted 
with  the  use  of  them  than  if  they  were  ooly  pat 
into  their  hands  occasionally.  Besides,  it  would 
be'  more  strictly  complying  with  the  Goosiitu- 
tioaal  proviMon,  ^*  that  tite  right  t>f  the  peopk  to 
bear  arma  shall  not  be  infringed."  Having  tbem 
in  posaesatoH,  they  woQld  i>e  ready  for  kay  eohet- 
geocy  which  might  oec dr.     ^ 

It  was  supposed  that  from  fifty  M>  sixty  thoi- 
sand  stand  of  arms  would  be  wanted  aanaaJly ; 
the  procuring  of  whichy  it  waa  beliered,  woald 
be  attended  with  no  difficulty,  as  within  the  last 
year  there  had  been  manufactured  at  private  man- 
ufactories, within  the  United  States,  about  tbiriy 
thousand  stands,  which,  by  holding  out  proper 
encouragement  to  the  manufkcturers,  it  'was  sup- 
posed; might  he  doubled.    Gk^vernnient  bad  Morndt 
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about  thirty^  thousand  stands  annuall)'^  at  the 
manufactory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  which,  by"  proper 
exertions,  hiight  probably,  also,  be  doubled;- so 
that  the  arms  wanted,  if  this  bill  passed  into' a 
law,  might  be  got  from  either  source. .  And  wheq 
the  nation  shall  bethusarmedysaid  th?  advocates 
of  this  bill,  who  will  dare,  to  molest  lis?  The 
country  will  be  safe  from  any  enemy  within  or 
without.  The  Government  would  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  a  standing  ardiy,  or  froqa  an  ambi- 
tious military  chief.  -A  well-inforaied  people^ 
^understanding  their  rights,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  cannot  be  subdued.  They  are  invulnera- 
ble. And  b^ing  the  real  sovereigns  of  the  coun- 
try, Government  has  nothing  to  fear  from  them, 
because  the  Government  is,  and  will  b^  at  all 
times,  what  ihey  please  to  make  it.- 
Reference  "was  had,. as  an  illustration  of  the 


efficiency  of  an  armed  people,  to  the  capture  of 

*^  irgQvne,  by  the  people  of  JSeyr  England,  and 

all  the  other  acts  of  bravery  of  the  Revolution 


Bur 

toal_      _    ,  _.^ 

Give  the  peopte  but  arms,  said  tliey,  and  the  Re 
public  is  safe.  \  ■         j 

The  passage  ofthis  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
MiTCHiLi^  Boyd,  PiTKjN,  Nelson,  Fin^ley, 
Tallmaoqb,  Law,  ftuiNCY,  Bioblow,  MosBwjr, 
Rhea,  Sturoes,  Pottur,  and  Widoery,  princi- 
pallv  on  {|ceoant  of  the  classification,  ^veral 
of  thesei  gentlemen  expressed  a  willingness  to 
vote  for  arming  the  militia^  if  that  was' presented 
to  them  in  a  separate  bill ;  and'  an  unsuccetefbl 
attempt  was  made,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nblso^,  to 
recommit  tbe^blll  for  the  purpose  of  ^mending  it 
The  objections  i;nade  to  the  elassificatioti  were^ 
that  it  threw  too  great  a  burden  on  that  portion 
of  citizens  who  are  between  theages  of  twenty- 
one  and  thirty^one ;  that  citizens  in  good  healthy 
from  eighteen  to  twentv-ond,  and  jfrom  thirty-one 
to  fortynfive,  are  as.  able  to  perform  militia  duty 
as  any  others;  that  this  classification  wonld  les- 
sen (he  efiective  strength  of  the  country.  It  was 
contended  that  it  would  break  in  upon  the* settled 
habits  of  the  people,  and  derange  all  tjieir  present 
plans,  with  which  they  ar^  very  well  satisfied. 
That  in  the  Eastern  States,  especially,  the  militia 
are  not  only  armed,  but  well  disciplined,  and  will 
not  approve  of  such  a  change  as  ts  proposed.  It 
was  said,  that  this  classification  .was  calculated 
to  produce  bickerings  and  dissatisfaoiion  among 
>he  people,  by  being  divided,  some  into  a  ftivored,' 
and  others  into  an  overburdened  dass.  That  they 
would  not  see  tho  justice  of  such  a  division.  A 
man,  a  feiw  months  ohier  or  younger  than  his 
neighbor,  with  .whom  he  had  been  used  to  per- 
form equal  burdens,  would  not  like  to  be  called 
out  for  twelve  months,  and  sent  wherever  the 
President  might  direct,  while  his  more  fortunate 
neighbor,  if  dder,  would  be  subject  only  to  a  six 
months'  tour  in  his  own,  or  an  adjoining  State ; 
or,  if  younger,  subje^st  only  to  a  three  months' 
tour'  in  his  own  State.  It  would  not  sa^sfy  him 
to  be  told,  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one,  he  would  also  be  in  a  more  favored 
class.  That  time  might  never  arrive  to  him,  or 
it  might  arrive  when  bis  service  would  be  no 
longer  wanted.  • 

12th  Con.  1st  Sess. — ^3 


It  was  objected  against  this  plan  of  class^ifica- 
li0n,and  calling  out  one  description  of  citizens  to 
the  exclusion  of  others,  that  it  had  too  much  re- 
semblance to  the  conscriptions  of  the  Emperor 
of  France,^ <^ich  were  too  odious  to  be  imitated 
by  the  freemen  of  this  country. 

It  was  doubted  hj  some  (by  Mr.  Mi'tchill  par- 
ticularly) whether  it  might  not  be  rather  a  dis- 
advantage than  an  advantage,  to  divide  ihe  youths 
and  the  elderly  citizens  from  the  junior  class,  ft 
was  thought  to  be  an  advantage  to  the  youth  to 
associate  With  men  of  experience",  part  of  whom 
might  have  seen  some  military  service,  and  be 
able  to  give  valuable  iastmctions  to  their  young 
friends,  not  only  in  their  military  duty,  but  in 
taking  care  of  their  health,  their*  pej^sons,  &c. 
That  much  mischief  might  ensue  from  youths 
being -encamped  together,  without  any  persons  of 
riper  age  to  restrain  the  thoughtless  levities  inci- 
dent to  that  season  of  life.  • 
.  It  was  contended,  that^  this  bill  proposed  no 
improvement  to  the  militia  system ;  it  contained 
no  provisions  for  producing  any  better  discipline 
than  at  present  exists.  The  objectors,  therefore, 
saw  no  uee  in  passing  the  bill. 

With  respect 'to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
went*-  to  arming  th?  militia,  it  was  stated  to  be 
unnecessary  fbr  the  Eastern  States,  as  the  militia 
were  already  well  armed,  and  that  young  men, 
when  they  arrived  at.  the  age  of  eighteen,  would 
provide  themselves  with  arms,  as  their  fathers 
had  done  before  them.  , 

This  provision  was  said  to  be  unn'eoessary  on 
another  ground.    A  law  had  been  passed  by  Con* 
grese  in  1808,  appropriating  $200,00d  annually  ^ 
tor  the  purchase  of  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  arm*' 
ing  the  militia«.  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars    > 
hasre  therefore  already  been  appropriated  for  this* 
purpos*^.    By  this  law,  it  is  provided^  that  the 
arms-shall  be  distributed,  to -the  Executives  of  the 
several  States,  agreeably  to  their  respective  pop- 
ulation, to  be  by  them  disnosed  of  as  they  judge 
proper;  and  this  mode' or  disposing. of  the  arms 
was  thought  to  be  far  preferable  to  the  mode  pro- 
posed in  the  present  bill*    If  the  arms  be.  put  into 
the  hajids  of  individuals.  Qovernment  may  cal- 
culate upon  a  loss  of  at  leastten  per  cent,  annu- 
allv.  . 

-  It  was  contended  that  the  arms  for  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  appropriate  money,  will  be.  of 
no  use  in  the  present  contest.  They  are  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  youths  of  eighteen,  who 
are  to  stay  at  home.  It  will  be  some  years,  there- 
fore, before  any  considerable  number  of  the  arms- 
would  be  brought  into  use. 

It  was  said  that  this  aoprdpriation  would  be 
iiltogether  unnecessary,  it  the  citizen:!:  of  other 
parts  of  the  United  States  had  complied  with  the  '' 
laws  of  Congress  as  punctually  as  the  people  to 
the  Eastward  had  done;  but,  if  this  bill  were 
passed,  n6  man  would  hereafter  think  of  pur- 
chasing his  own  arms.  All  would  look  to  the 
Government  of  ihe  United  States  for  a  supply ; 
and  though  the  a{!^propriatlon  for  the  present  be 
reduced  to  $200,000,  as  it  is  provided  that  everr 
youth  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  shall 
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have  arms  put' into  his  hands,  .the  appropriaiioD 
must  hereafter  be  made  commensurate  with  the 
object. 

Many  objections,  w^re  made  to  the  details  of 
the  billj  respecting  the  regulatrons  which  were, 
thought  necessary  by  the  Military  Committee, 
for  preserving  the  arms  within  the  States,  by 
means  .of  fines,  &c.  It  was  doubted  whether 
Congress  had  a  right  to  impose  fines  on  the  mili- 
tia while  remaining  in  the  States  to  which  they 
respectively  belongs  The  phrase  '^^ilitia  of  the 
United  States,"  was  objected  to.  It  was  con- 
tended that  the  militia  was  the  ^vmilitia  of  the 
several  States,"  until  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Finoley's  remarks  were  as  follows; 

Mr.  F.  said  that>  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  those  who  sup- 
ported it,  and  for  whose  opinions. he  bad  great 
respect,  to  makesucH  alterations  and  amendments 
.  as  the  House  might  approve  of,  he  having  long 
wished  for  such  an  improvement  of  the  militia 
as  wonld  give  it  &  more  powerful  impression 
without  rendering  it  more  burdensome ;.  but,  after 
all  the  an^endment^  that  had  been  made  to  th^ 
bill,  it  still  appeared  to  him  that  this  bill  essen- 
tially deranges  the  old  established  militia  system 
without  an  equivalent  advantage.  It  does  nqt 
improve  the  discipline.  It  does  orot  provide  for 
strengthening  the  impression-  of  the  militia  on 
'  any  emergency,  but  weakens  it.  It  increases  the 
inequality  of  the' unavoidable  bufden  of  militia 
duty,  and  iflcreas^s  the  service  and  the  labor  of 
the  returning  officers  without'ftn  equivalent. 

Mr.  Fi  said  he  bad  been  acquainted  with  militia 
service  when  it  was  much  called  on,  and  could 
not  be  dispensed  with.  He  had  served  in  the 
IBilitia  along  with  nren  fifty  years  ofage,  ilnd 
with  boys  of  sixteen,  agreeably  to  (he  law  then 
existing,  and  did  not  find  that  the  eldest  failed  in 
their  duty  from  age,  nor  the  f  ounsest  from  their 
youth,  except  that  he  observed  that  the  young 
were  more  liable  to  diseases  when,  they  were 
prevalent  in  camp;  but  the  existing  milHia  law 
obliges  none  above  forty*five  years,  nor  under 
eighteen,  and  within  those  ages  all  healthy  sound 
men  ace  capable  of  militia  service.  In  case  of 
war — a  case  for  which  we  are  now  providing — 
the  militia  are*  liable  to  sudden  calls  on  einer- 
jpencies  which  reqiiire  the  strongest  possible  united 
impression,  but  the/bill  before  the  House  weakens 
that  united  impression  by  more  than. the  half. 
.Of  twenty-seven  years  of  human  life  by  law  de- 
Voted  to  militia  service,  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  sieveh  years  of  the  above  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  making  such  impression,  for  though 
,  they  still  are  subject  to  militia  duty,  it  is  under 
such  provisos  and  limitations  as  in  many  instat>ces 
must  prevent  an  united  impression  without  the 
leasf  improvement  in  discipline.  A  militia  classed 
by  different  ages  has  been  long  recommended  by 
very  respectable  authority.  It  was  recommended 
by  the  old  Congress  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
accompanied  With  a  plan  digested  by  Baron 
Steuben.    It  was  brought  before  Congress  during 


General  Washington's  Presidency,  and  has  been 
discussed  by  Congres^  during  every  succeeding 
Administration;  btit  the  plan,  as  he  recollected  it, 
provided  that  young  men  froiil  ^jgbieen  to  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  should  be  formed  into  a  select 
corps,  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  discipline,  they 
should,  with  their  respective  officers,  do  camp 
duty  during  three  months,  annually,  at  the  public 
expanse,  and  afterwards  to  be  free  frono  militia 


duty,  except  in  actual  service.  AgreeabJf  io  this 
plan  the  militia  would  in  due  time  have  been  all 
equal  to  veteran  soldiers  with  respect  to  th^  im- 
portant acquisition  of  discipline,  but  the  present 
bill  provides  for  no  advantage  in  discipline.  All 
the  classes  on  the  proposed  sy«.teiti  are  lo  remain 
equally  undisciplined.  The  systems  formerly  pro- 
posed were  rejected,  among  other  reasons,  be- 
cause, by  putting  young  men  in  a  separate  corps. 
without  mixture  of  men  of  more  coanraied  habits, 
they  would  probably  fall  into  habits  of  dissipa- 
tion, icV  The  proposed  system  is  stfll  so  mncli 
more  objectionable  on  that  ground  as  that  whea 
they,  are  called  into  actual  service  they  wi'U  con- 
tain a  less  portion  of  inen  pf  years  of  discretion 
and  experience.    They  will  be  all  boys. 

Militia  laws  arc  of  such  a  nature  as  thai  it  is 
impracticable  to  render  the  burden  perfectlyeqnaL 
All  able-bodied  metf  must  render  personal  Mrrice 
in  the  public  defence,  whether  they  are  rich  or 
poor,  married  or  sinsle.  This  is  the  nature  of  all 
conscriptions,  by  whateveir  names  they  may  be 
called  in  different  nations.  The  further  these 
conscriptions  extend  over  the  mass  of  society,  the 
law  approaches  the  nearer  to  equal  justice,  Ii 
is  much  more  unjust  to  lay  the  whole  burden  of 
general  effective  serji^ice  on  those  alone  between 
twenty-one  and  thirty-ond  years  of  age,  than  oa 
all  those  able  to  serve  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years,  because  in  th^e  latter  case  it  will  be  di- 
vided among  a  much  greater  number,  and.  conse- 
quently, be  the  easier  borne.  The  restrictioo*-  in 
the  proposed  system  Which  go  to  prevent  one  por- 
tion of  the  militia  from  being  marched  oai  of  the 
State,  and. the  largest  portion  from  befog  marched 
further  than  the  next  adjoining  State,  mijght  de- 
stroy the  impression  that  ought  to  be  made  in  some 
very  improbable  emergencies. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  examine  the  superior 
advantages  that  are  contained  in  the  proposed 
system  to  counterbalance  the  above-mentioned 
defects.  The  increased  length  of  time  for  lae 
tour  of  actual  service,  Mr<  F.  said,  was  a  rerr 
essential  advantage.  Of  tbis  he  had  had  so  much 
experience  as,  to  his  own  conviction,  amounted  to 
demonstration.  The  usual  tour  of  actoal  service 
during  ihtf  Revolutionary  war  was  only  two 
months';  the  enemy  always  watched  the  changes 
and  took  advantage  of  them ;  this^  to  his  own 
knowled^^e,  occasioned  the  loss  of  many  lire* 
and  also  prevented  the  undertaking  of  many  im- 
portant enterprises.  He  sard  he  had  served  rith 
the  militia  in  a  tour  of  five  months  in  the  most 
doubtftil  period'  of  the  war,  and  if  not  theinost 
arduojis  capipaign  in  which  the  greatest  priva- 
tions were  suffered,  it  was  at  least  the  most  sickly 
and  mortal.    It  was  in  the  Fall  and  Winter  of 
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1776,  and  dnring  that  serrice  \^e  knew  of  do  de- 
sertioB  nor  anxiety  to  leave  the  serTice  until  they 
had  served  out  the  time  for  which  they  had  en- 
gaged, bat  after  that,  nothing  eoold  iixduae  them 
to  continue  longer. 

In  a  two  months'  tour,  in  #hicfa  he  afterwards 
.  bore  a'^part,  and  at  th€  commencement  of  which 
tl^ty  sofieredT  a  considerable  loss  of  menj  they 
served  out  an  active  tour  with  cheerfulness)  but 
when  that  was  done  all  the  influence  of  a  popa-* 
lar  commanding  ofte^r,  assisted  by  other  officers, 
could  not  >  induce  them  to  continue  a  few  days 
longer.  They  said  that  they  had  cheerfully  risked 
every  danger,  in  which  many  of  their  numbers; 
*  had  been  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  but  that  it 
would  be  tempting  Providence  to  cfo  more  than 
the  law  made  their  duty. 

Their  tour  of  service  should  be'for  the  can^ 
paigo,  but  they  ought  to  be  paid  a  foil  eqirivalent 
for  their  loss  of  labor  at  home ;  by  doinW  this  the 
public  would  be* gainers  compared  with  paying 
for  their  travelling  to  camp  and  returning  home 
again  every  two  months  as  formerly,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  camp. 

Mr.  F.  said. he  had  always. beeQ  solicitous  td 
have  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  armed,  but 
had  always  wished  to  have  this  done  under  the 
authority  of  the  respective  States,  and'  that  4he 
arms^  should  be  'the  property  at  those  who  used 
them.  With  this  view  he  had  opposed  a  resolu- 
tion proposed  4n  the  second  Coamss  for  aro^ing 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  He  had 
thought  that  every  citizen  possessing  hia  own 
arms  was  the  greatest  security  of  Republicanism, 
but  the  hopes  of  this  taking  place,  even  in  his 
own  State,  having  been. so  long  disappointed,  he 
was  wiiling  now  that  they  shouM  be'  armed,  by 
the  United  States  rather  than  be  unarmed.  The 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Williams;)  yesterday,  seemed  to  take  what  the 
honorable  member  from'Comiectictft  (Mr.  Pit- 
kin) saidj  respecting  the  States  not  a%pi|ig  their 
militia,  amiss,,  and  as  'applicable  solely '  to  the 
Southern  States.  Mr.  F.aaid,  that  he  took  it  ais 
applicable  to  Pennsylvania  as  much  as  any  other 
State.  He  was  not,  however,  offended  at  what 
had  been  said,  but  was  sorry  and  ashamed  that 
the  militia  of  Pennsylvaniii  Were  but  partially 
armed.  The  measures  about  which  Congress 
have  been  and  are  engaged,  being  professedly  for 
war,  the  arming  of  the  militia  proposed  by  the 
bill  could  have  no  relation  to  war,  because  these 
arms  could  not  on  that  plan  be  employed  in  war 
till  after  a  number  of  years  passes,  and  added 
nothing  to  the  present  defence  of  the  nation ; 
therefore,  from  conviction  of  its  impropriety,  he 
must  vote  against  engrossing  the  bill,  but  hoped 
another  short  bill  would  be  brought  forward  pre- 
scribing the  idnrs  of  service  ami  providing.for 
arming  the'militia  to  be  employed.  -     ^ 

MARITIME  D£^£NG£«   . 
The  bill  making,a  further  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  was  read  the 
third  time;  and,  on  .the  question  "  Shall  the  bill 
pass  to  its  third  reading  ?•'     * 


Mr.  B.  Hall  called  the  yeasand^nays  upon  the 
question.  He  stated  that  he  had  two  objections 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  the  on6  Was,  that  the 
objeats  on  which  the  expenditures  were  to  be 
made  were  not  specified ;  the  other  was,  that,  in 
our  present  circumstances,  it  would  be  improper, 
in  his  opinion,  to  appropriate  so  large  a  sum  of 
money  as  a  million  of  dollars,  to  be  expended  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.-  Ha 
thought  the  money  could  be  more  usefully  em* 
ployed. 

Mr.  RefiA  also  spoke  agaiiisr  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  ,   , 

It  was  defended  by.  Messrs.  Cheves,  Mitohill. 
Tallmadge,  PotHbr,  Wright,  Sheffbt,  and 
WiDG^RT,  who  stated  that  the  appropriation  was 
called  for  by  the  proper  authority;  that  New 
York  and  Rhode  island  had  been  mentioned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  as  requiring  a  part  of  the  ' 
expeoditure,  but  that  the  appropHation.  was  in- 
tended ^0  be  left  at  large,  to  be  Used  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might, think  proper,  and 
accordioff  to  existing  circumstances ;  that  it  was 
impossible,  at  this  time,  to  foresee  what  might  be 
necessary  in  this  respect;  and  that  the  President, 
who  is  intrusted  with  the  use  of  the  military  force 
of  the  country,  might  very  well  be  intrusted  with 
the  expenditure  Of  thfs  money,  or  any  part  o(  it,  on 
such  fortifications  as  he  might  deem  it  necessary 
to  erect  or  repair. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  wascar- 
fied-ryeas  88,  jiays  ^5,  as  foUows : 
,  YxA8--Wiliis  Alston,  jr.,  Willfann  Andenoh,  SteT- 
enson  Archari  Esekiel  Baoo^,  John  Baker,  Burw^U 
Bassett,  William  W.Bibb,  Abijah  BigelOw,Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  BrighSm,  John 
CCTalhounyEpaphroditas  Champion,  Laogdon  GheTes, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dhdsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James'  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch;  Meshack  FrankCn^  Thomas  Ghelson,  Thomas 
it.  Qold,  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
tfreeo,  Felix  Grundy,  John.  A.  Harper,  AylettHawas, 
Bidiard  Jackson,  jnn.,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
ooek,  I^man  Law,  Joaeph*  LafeTer,  Jiiaeph  Lawia;  Jr^ 
Peter  £tt|le,  Robert  Le  Boy  LiTingston,  William 
Lowndes,  ThomM.  Moore^  Ajrehibald  McBnde,  Wil^ 
liam  McCoy,  Aranah  Metealf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel 
L.  MitchiU,!  Jeremiah  Mortnw,  Jonathan'O.  Moae^y, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas.  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  James  PleasanU,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Elisha ,  R.  ^Potter,  Jpsiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph^ 
William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberto,  Ebeneter  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
9hefiey,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stonford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Gebrge  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tumeri  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgeiy^ 
Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATB-^Davrd  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford. 
Roger  Davis,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hafty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lyle , 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Samuel  MoKee,  James  Morgan, 
Thomas  Newbold)  WiUiam  Piper,  John  R|m^  William 
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Rodman,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  8ainiiel.8haw,  John  Smilie, 
William  Strong,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT,  Ac. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  being 
postponed,  the  House  went  iatojUoroniittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  makiog  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1812 ;  th^  bill  making  appropriations  for 
six  companies  of  mountain  rangers,  for  the  year 
1812;  and  the  hill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  an  additional  military  force,  for  the 
samje  period.  The  Committee  having  filled  up 
the  blanks  in  the  sererai  bills,  they  were  reported 
to  the  House.  The  House,  took  them  up,  concur- 
red with  the  Comipittee  in  the  amendments,  and 
ordered  the  bills  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ioff  to-morrow.  .  .    -    '^ 

•  The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  'hill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  the  /ear 
1812.  The  Committee  having  gone  through  th^ 
bill,  reported  it  to  the  House  with  amendments. 
The  House  considered  the  amendments,  agreed  to 
them,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow.  ' 

When  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  came  to 
£11  up  the  blank  which  contams  ^n  appropriation 
including  "  forage  for  Staff,"  .      ^ 

Mr.  D.  R,  Williams  moved  to  strikie  out  this 
item.  He  knew  no  occasion  that  officers  of  ma- 
rines had  for  forage.  He  considered  it  a  wasteful 
expenditure*  .  / 

, Messrs.  Bassbtt  and  Little  said  these  murines 
w.ere  employed  on  ;land  as  well  as  at  sea^  and 
were  sometimes  caUed  from  one  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  another.      • 

The  motion  was  negatived— ^5  to  43. 


Thursday,  February  6. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  pf  a  num- 
ber  of  persons,  complaining  of  ibe  preseht  iQode 
of  disposing  of^he  |»ublic4and  ;  :8lating  that  they 
are  poor,  and  soffering,  while  thousands  of  acres 
of  land,  the  property  of  the  United  Stales,  are 
i^^ioff  unoccupied 5  that  they  consider  every  man 
«ntilled  by  nature  to  a  portion  of  the  soil  of  the 
country  ;  fhat  no  man  ought  to  possess  inore  than 
two  hundred  acres ;  and  pray  for  relief. 

Mr.  M.  proposed  to  refer  this  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  The  motion 
was  first  rejected ;  but,  on  Mr.  M.'s  expressing  a 
wish  that  this  petition  might  bave  a  reference, 
and  moving  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  stat- 
ing the  petitioners  to  be  numerous,  and  formed 
into  a  society^  called  the  «  True  American  Soci- 
ety," partly  living  in  the  western  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  and  Illinois  Territory,  a  member 
wbo  voted  against  the  reference,  moyed  to  recon- 
sider the  vote,  which  was  doae,  and  the  memorial 
Was  referred. 

Mr.  PoiNoazTBR  pres^ted  a  memorial  from 
the  Mississippi  Legislature,  praying  for  an  extin- 
guishment of  certain  Indian  litlts  to  lands  in  that 
Tarriiory.-^Referred. 


The  hill  making  appropriations  for  the  mounted 
ranchers;  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe 
Military  Estabtishmenf;  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  tbe  Navy ;  and  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  additional  military  force,  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  QoNDiT  said,  that  it  might  not  be  consider- 
ed that  those  who  voted  against  the  nas«ige|Of 
the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia,  were 
unfriendly  to  arming  the  militia,  and  'believiDg 
there  was  a  considerable  majority  of  the  Hoose  in 
favor  of  arming,  he  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  'which  was  agreed  to : 
^  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  oo  Miiitaiy  Afiuis 
he  directed  to  feport  a  bill  making  provision  lof  amuBs 
the  militia  of  the  United  States." 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow^  the  House  weat 
into  a  Cotnmittee  on  the  bill  authoFi2iDg  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  td  locate  certain  lands  re- 
served for  Jefierson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  ;  .which  was  reported- without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engros^d  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Gholsor,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton.  The  Com- 
mtuee,  after  considerable  debate,  agreed  to  allow 
him  a  pension  of  twenty  <ft)llars  per  month.  It 
appeared  fr^m  the  debate,  that. Captain  Bentoa 
served  the  United  Stages  faithfully  through  a 
great  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that,  having 
received  no  .wound  in  the  service,  he  did  not  come 
within  the  law  of  Congress,  providing  for  persons 
of  thftt  description.  But,  h  was  stated  that  he 
contracted  a  aisease  in  the  service,  which  had 
disabled  him  ever  since  from  perform ing  any  kiod 
of  labor;  that,  he  is,  now  seventy-two  yeats  old, 
and  very  poor. 

The  claim  was  supported  by  Messrs^GeoLsoK, 

MiTCHILL,  WrIOHT,  GoLD,  TaLLMAD6£,  WiDOJE- 

RY,  and  Nelson  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hob- 
srts,  WiLLiAAfs,  Alston,  Smilie,  Bacox,  and 
Macon. 

The  Committee  rdse  and  reported  the  bill,  but 
the  House  did  not  act  upon  i^ 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  oa  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  [The 
detachment  is  proposed  tcrconsist  of  100.000  men.] 
Tvtrice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  also  directed  by  the  same 
committee  to  pffer  a  resolution  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House^  in  relatipn  to  the  bfll  for  classing  and 
arming  the  militia,  rejected  yesterday;  owing  to 
the  absence  of  members  from  the  House  (for 
counting  the  whole  House  there  would  have  been 
a  majority  of  teVen  members  in  its  favor.)  Be- 
lieviDfg  that  the  efficiency  of  the  militia  very 
much  depended  upon  their  being  classed  and  arm- 
ed, and  it  having  been  suggested  as  an  argameat 
against  the  passage  of  the  hill  that  it  would  not 
be  well  received  by  the  people,  the  committee  wi^h 
that  the  peopief  may  have  iQi  oppprtunity  of  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  the  bill; 
and,  far  that  purpose,  he  moved  the  following 
resolution: 
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«  Revoked,  That  tbe  Cleric  of  this  House  be  directed ' 

'  to  poblith  in  aUthe  oewspfepOES  in -which  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  are  published,  the  hill  for  classing 
and  arming  the  militiaof  the  United  States,  as  engross- 
ed and  re&d  a  third  time  on  the  6th.  instant." 
This  resolutiop  i^as  objected  to,asestabli;hingf 

•  a  precedent  that  might  hereaft^i;  be  attended  with 
much  trottble  aad  expense  r  as,  whenever  a  fayor-' 
ite  bill  was  lost,  its^'friends  would  want  to  &end  it 
out  to  the  people  in  this  way ;  it  was  objected, 
alsO)  that  it  mi^  by  some  be  mistaken  for  a  law, 
instead  of  a  Rejected  bill.  The  motion  was  disa- 
greed to.       '  •      •  •  *       /  ' 

DISABLED  OFFICERS^^ND  SOLDIERS.     . 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Hojuse  took  .up 

the  report  of  the  Commiuee  of  tjie  Whole,  made 

some  time  aflo,.on  the  biUfdr  the  relief  of  infirm, 

disabled,  and  superannuated  d^Qers'and  soldiers. 

Some'objeetions  to  the  bill  werema^^  hy^Mr. 
RoBJitRT8,'  in  which  he  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sions that  persons  who  are  on  the  pension  lists  of 
the  several  St&tes  mi^ht  take  advantage  of  (his 
bill,  and  so  receive  a  dotible  allowance ;  at  the 
same  time  that  there  are  other  persons,  with  fam- 
ilies, entitled  to  relief,  who  oould  not  joid  this  in- 
valid corps^  Mr.  R.  saidj  the  measure  would  be 
attended  wit^  great  expense,  and,  except  hp  re- 
ceived more  light  on  the  subjectr  than  he  possessed, 
he  should  vote'against  it,      .        .      • 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  .ceadiog— yeas  84, 
naya^,  as  /ollows :      '         .       . 
Ysxs-Wahn  BakAiv  Qnrwell  B«Mett,  AbiiahBige* 

low,  Jama9  Bnc^nridgf^  William  Butler,  Epaphlro*  ^  ^ 

ditoft  Champion,  Matthew  CUy,  Lewis  Oondlt,  Jphnffor  «iiafalist^ingaquarteriiiaster'sd4>artment.and 
Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawspn,  Joseph  Desha,  WilUavi    geot  U  lo  tkis  House;  th^s  House  passed  the  bill 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholscm,  PetenauJGood- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gmndy; 
Aylett-HaWeS)  Bichard  M*  Johnson,  Lyman  Law;  Jo- 


seph Lefever,  Jo^ph  Lewis,  jr.»  Peter  Little,  ^bert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thos.  Mooro,  James 
Miliior,  Samuel  L.  Mitehill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonap 
than  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  NelsoA,  Anthony  New,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eiieha  R.  Potter, 
Josiali  Quinoy,  William  Reed,  Heoiy  M^  Ridgely, 
Shmnel  Ringgold,  John  SeVier,  Adam  Seyb^t,  -G^orgsr 
Smithy  John  Smyth,  t*hilip  Stuart,  Lewis' B.  Stnrges, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thbmas  Wilsdn, 
Richard  Witm^  fm4  Robert  Wright 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Bie* 
Kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William /W.  Bibb,. Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  John  *C.  Calhoun, -Langdon 
Cheves,  James  Cochran,  WiHiam  Crawford;  Roger 
Davis,  Samuel  Binsmoor,  Meshack  Franklin,  BolKng 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harpery  Jacob  fiully,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William  R.  King, 
William  Lowndes,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander-McKim, 
James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Rhea,  Jona- 
thfltn  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thom- 
as Sammons,  Ebenezer  SeaVier,  .John  Smilie,  Richard 
Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Uri  T^acy,  and 
Robert  Whitchill 

s  - 

Fain^Y,  February  7. 
Mr.  Ring  presented  a  petition  of  John  Rutherr 
ford,  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  by  his  attor- 


ney in  fact,  John  Lon^on^  praying  permissioik  to 
bringinto  the  said  State  sundry  negro  slaved,  at 
present  on  an  estate  belonging  to  hic^  in  one  of 
the  British  Bahama  islands,  which-  ne^oes  were 
form(Brty  taken  frbm  the  State  aforesaid  to  (he 
said  island.— 'Referred  to  a  select  eommittee. 
^  Mr*  King,  Mr.^MooBB,  and  Mr.  DAVENPoar^ 
were  appointtBd  tha.  con^mittee. 
'  A  message  from  the.Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  hili  "  respecting  th^  en* 
rolling  lend  licensing,  of  ^steamboats  f '  to  which 
bill  they  desire  the  ooncarrence^of  this  Hous«. 

Mr.  UBOtBON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
mtade  a  report  on  the  pi^ition  of  William  Dent 
Beall,  which  wtfs  read ;  when  Mr.  Qholson  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief .  of  I^ientenant  Colonel 
William  X>.  Bean ;  \^ich  was  re$d  twice,  and 
ebmmitted  to  a  Qommittee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next.  '     , 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'riespecting  the'.en- 
rolHag  and  licensiaff  of  steamboats,"  wa^  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Com« . 
m«rce  and  Manufactures. 

An  engrossed  biU,  adthorlzlng  the  Secretary  of 
the  l^reasnry  to  locate' the  lands  reserved  for  the 
use  of  SeffersoQ  College,  in'  the  Mississippi  Terri* 
tory,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  , 

J  Another  message- from  the  Senate  was  read, 
itt^ornaing  th^  Qouse  that  iiej  had  postpoiied  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  estanishibff  a 
quartermaster's  department  until  the-ftrst  Monday 
of  December  next. 

Mr.  Williams  thought  tjie  Senate  had  take* 
airery  extraordlnalrf  coQrse.    They  parsed  a  bill 


wi^h  an  amendment ;  attd  now  they  inform  the 
HoasQ  they  h«Ve  postponed-  the  amendment  to 
the  first  Monday*  in  December,  and  thus  destroyed 
the  bin.  He  thorught  this  was  an  uaprecedented 
and  indeeorotts  6oorse,,aad  ought  not  to  be' ac- 
ceded tOi.     -  •  ^    • 

Mr.  ALdTOlr'said  the  practice  was  not  unpre* 
eedented ;  he  had  known  sereral  instances  of.  the 
■same  kind. 

The  Spbakbr  said  there  tsould  be.  no  questiool 
bit  the  subject..  The  Senate  had  thought'  proper 
to  take  this  course,  and  it  ^could  not  be  objected 
t6>by  this  House.  Whether  it  was  decorous  or 
not,  was  not  a  question  to  be  inquired  into  now« 

The  House  revived  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
to  make  a  demehment  of  the  mitHia. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  calliifg  out  of  one 
hundred  thonsend  militia,  and  appropriates  one 
million  of  dollars.  '  The  bill  is  similar  to  the 
formed  laws  on  this  subject,  except  that  it  con- 
tains no  prorision  for  jac^epting  or  rolunteers.] 

It  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  without 
ameadment* 

.  The  H6use  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, ^0*  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and.  ordefped  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into*a  Committee  en  the  re- 
port of  a  select  eommittee,  allowing  the  legal  rep- 


1035 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1036 


H.  ofB. 


Death  of  General  Blount-^DisabUd  Officer»  <snd  Soldiery.       FEBRUAn,  1812. 


reseiHatiTes  of  the  oAcers  and  soldiers  who  fell 
at  tire  battle  of  Tippecanoe  ciertaia  bounties. 
After  some  time  spent  upon  the  report,  Mr.  Jsn* 
MINGS  moved  to  enange  the  allowance  reported 
by  the  committee  from  ink>Bey  to  land.  The 
chairman  ofthe  select  committee  not  being  pres- 
ent, on  motion  ef  Mr.  GnuNny,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  aeain? 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  ^elah  Benton  was  oi^ 
ditred  to  a  third  reading,  71  TOtes  to  3l,1lhe  yeas 
and  nkys  betng  taken.  •     '  - 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the'^Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  made  some  days  'ago,  on  the 
bill  to  ascertain  the  western  boundary  of  a  tract 
of  land  reserved  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  ofthe 
Virginia  Continental  line^  The  report  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  biU  ordered  to  a  thitd  reading.  . 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee,  an  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of 'Commerce  and  Mann- 
ttctures,  on  a  report  on  the  case  of  Stephen 
Kingston,  of  Philadelphitt.  This  is  an  old  draw- 
back case,  which  hats 'teen  *  belbre  Congress  ever 
since  the  year'  1803.  It  appeared  Mr.  E.  bad 
failed  to  comply  with  eeirtain  requisites-  of  the 
law,  which  were  stated  to  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  prevent  fraud.  The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  reported  favorably,  and  tbe 
Committed  of  the  Whole  agreed*^ to  the  report; 
but  the  yeas  and' nays  being  called,  the  House  re- 
fused to  concur->-55  to  44. 


Mo!tDAY,  February  10. 

Mr.  Mazwbll  presented  to  the  House  a  letrer 
from  Jomtthan  Coleman,  an  Ameirican  .seaman, 
impressed  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war ;  stating 
the  manner  of  his  impresament,  and  claimipg  the 
interference  of  the  Grovernment  in  procuring  his 
released— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  W1L144M8,  from  the  committee  appointed 
jon  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
•  lates  to  filling  tfie  ranks  and  prolonging,  the  en- 
listments of  tne  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary 
force,  to  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  and 
to  detachments  of  militia,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  "  makinff  further  provision  for  th6 
Corps  of  Engineers,'' with  several  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill, 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to^ 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbba,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,.and,  if  any,  what, 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  laws  relating  to 
the  time  fixed  bv  law  for  annually  holding  the 
Circuit  CourU  oi  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  East  Tennessee  3  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or 
oiherwise. 

Messrs.  JEIhba,  Dbbha,  and  Morrow,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Selah  Benton  ^ 
the  bill  to  establish /B  land  district  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  east  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and 
to  attach  certain  lands  to  the  districtjof  JefiTerson; 
ville;  and  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  esublish  the 
.western  boundary  of  a  traet  of  land  reserved  for 


settling  th^  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  or  the~ Virginia  line  on  the  Con- 
tinental fistablis^entj'Were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DEATH  OF  GENERAL  BLOUNT. 

Mr.'  Macon  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
40  the  inforpiial  proceedings  of  Saturday,  oeca- 
siohed  by  the>death  of  his  friend  and  coilea^ne. 
General  Tbomab  Blount,  whi^h  he  moved  might 
be  entered  on  the  Journals.  The  motion  was 
unanimowfljf  agreed  to,  and  they  were  entered  as 
follows:    *  !'      ' 

<*  Houss  er  RBrmssxxTATivxs, 

Saturday,  Fthmary  8,  IBIS. 

''In  consequenca  of  the  death  of.GenMl  Thokas 
BLOvjrr,  ^ast  evening,  at  eight  o*clock»  4  a  member  vi 
the  House  of  Reprssentativeii  from  the  Sfate  of  North 
OaroKna,  of  which'' Mr.  Bla<^edge  <commiiincated  ia- 
fonnatiim  to  the  Speaker,  he  rejiiaeste^  the  att^idaacs 
of  the  ipembevB  ia  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  B^ 
resentatives  on  thus  day  at  twelve  o'clock;  sod,  s 
quorum  hsTing  aca>r4lngly  ftuerabled,  he  addrcwed 
them  as  follows : 

<*  Ofthe  distressing  eyent,  gentletaen,  which  has  de- 
prived tlds  House  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  mesiben, 
and  a  disconsolate  wife  of  oi^e  of  the  tenderest  ofhos- 
bands,  you  have  all  heard.-  The  usage  of  the  Hone 
of  Representatives,  in  paying  the  last  sad  rci^wct  to 
departed  worth  on  sucn  oteasions,  I  have  no  doubt,  ac^ 
cords  with  the  sentiments  of  evety  one  of  you.  To 
enable  you  to  execute. this*  melcn(£<^  duty,  your  ia- 
^formal  attendance  has  beeh  requested.  Tou  wiO,  cbere- 
fore,  take  such  order  as  may  seem  to  yqa  .preper. 

<*  Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  'VlTiiliam^ 

";1.  RiMdbtdyunanimtnMlyy  That  a  GOBimittae  be 
appointed  to  take  order  for  saporinteiidiag  the  lonenl 
of  General  Thomas  Blount,  Iste  a  rSpieMiitstive  froia 
the  State  of  North  CarDliaa« 

«  Mn  Macon,  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Bhckledgo,  Mr.  Coch- 
ran, Mr.  Franklm,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  McBryde^  Mr.  Pear- 
son, Mr.  Pickens,  Mr.'  Sawyer,  ai^d  Mr.  Stanfind,  wei« 
appointed  the  said  committee. . 

«  2.  RnoMy  unammouth/^  That  the  sMmbets  of 
this  House  will  testify  their  respect  for  tbe  msraoiy  of 
General  Thomas  Bloont,  late  one  of  theii  body,  by 
wearing  crape  on.  the  l^ft'arm  for  one  month. 

**3.  Revived,  unaninuHiulyf  That  a  message  be  aeat 
to  the  Senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  Gcnosl 
Thomas  Blonat,  late  a  member  of  this  Hoase,  sad 
that  his  funeral  will  take  plaee  to-moirow  nmrnkig,  at 
ten  o'deck." 

On  ntotion  of  Mr.  Macon, 

Reedhed^  That  the  Speaker  fire  infomntfon 
to  the  Executive  x>f  the  Bcate  of  North  Carolina 
of  the  .vacancy  in  this  Houise,  occasiobed  by  the 
death  of  GenerarTBOMAS  BlouiIt,  late  one  of 
the  Representativea  from  that  State. 

DISABLED  OFFIC£i»  AND  SOLDIERd. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  disabled  and  superan- 
nuated  officers  and  soldiers  was  read  the  third 
timej  and  on  the  question  being  put,  f'  Shall  the 
bill  .pass  its ^  third  reading?"  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Sto'w,  Alston,  and  Rhea,  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Goto  and,  Wikiobt. 

Mr.  Dawsom.— When  this  bill  was  before  the 
I  Committee  of  .the  whole  House;  it  will  be  i 
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bered  that  I  invited^  that  I  solicited  the  friendly 
aid  of  all  to  amena  its  defects,  and  to  reader  as 
efficacious  as  possible  a  system  which  seems  to 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  all,  and  the  want 
of  which  has  so  long  disgraced  thexountry,  and 
dailjr  presents 40  you.  eren  at  the  portals  of  yoiir 
Capirol/the  aged,  inarm,  and  superannuated  sol- 
dier, shiyering  in  the  biast,  and,  like  Belisarius 
the  Great,  asking  in  vain  for  the  "  crumbs  which 
fall  from  thcTieh  man's  tabl?." 

No  proposition  of  amendment  was  made,  ex- 
cept one  by  ati  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, which,  1  believe^  his  candor  induced 
him  to  withdraw,  a^d  one  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  supported  by  bis 
honorabU  nf  ighbor  from  North  Carolina,  to  which 
I  assented,  and  it  forms  part  of  the  bill. 

When  the  Committee  rose,  the  bill  was,  on  my 
YDOtiop,  oootrary  to  pr^ctic^,  laid  on  the  table  for 
three  days,  for  the  av^owed  purp9se  of  enabhng 
gentlemen  to  seacdh  out  its  defects.  Thes6  three 
days  were  expended  to  three  weeks  ^  owing  (o  the 
pressure  of  public  i>qsihess,  and,  perhaps,  to  my 
not  being  able  to  call  it  gpr,  in  .cense(]ueDce  of  my 
indisposition.  It  was  take n 'u p  ot^.  last  Wed nes^ 
day  or  Th^irsday,  and  passed  ^o  its  present  stage,^ 
withDut  any  propbsitibna  to  amend,  oo  the  motion 
then,  .and,  for.  the  accommodation  of  t^e  vener- 
able gentleman  from  Tenne^ee,  its  third  reading 
was  postponed. 

Thjs;  sir,  is  the  history  of  the  bill,  and  after 
the  delays  which  have  taken  place,  and  ^e  many 
opportunities  which  have  been  given  to  amend 
-it,  particularly  to  the  gentleman  Kom  Connecti- 
cut, whom  I  know  to  be  a  military  man,  and 
whose  friendlyaid  I  did  invite-to. amend  its  de- 
fifcts,  I  do  not  think  it  fair,  candid,  or  liberal,  to 
attack  the  biirii^  detail  at  this  stag^,  when  its  de- 
fects ckntiot  be  remedied.  I  will,  however,  en- 
'  deavor  to  remove  .the  objections  stated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Copnectiqut  '  fHere 
'Mr.  D.  proceeded  tp  show  that  the  las^  clause 
gave  to  the  President  the  power  of  tixing  the; 
rank  and  grade  of  the  officer^  who  would  receive 
pay  acconling  to  that  rank ;  apd^  that  the^equl-* 
sites  in  the  fifth  clause  were  so  numerous  and 
strict  tliat'it  t^ould  be  impdteijble  for  any  person 
to  get  into  the  corps  without  he  was. justly 
entitled.] 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  oufht-h^re  tb  ask  pardon  pf  the 
venerable  gentlemau  UosA  Tennessee  for  having 
omitted  to  mention  that,  when  in  Committee -of 
the  Whole,  some  am  en  cements  were  proposed  by 
that  gentleman  and  rejected  wtthout  a  division. 
I  might,  perhaps, -be  pardoaed  by  the  House, 
should  I  improve  this  opportunity,  and  express  to 
that  gentleman  the  high  sense  i»bidb  l  entertain 
~76r  his  eminent  services ;  but,  sir,  when  I  reflect 
on  the  sqblimity  and  extent  of  bis  genius,  the 
mind  exerted  flies  back -on  itself,  and  is  rendered 
unequal  to  the  task. 

The  politeness  and  orbanity  of  hia  manners, 
the  grace  and  dignity  of  his  elocution  and  atti- 
tOdes,  whfle  they  entrance  the  imagination  and 
rivet  the  attenijon  of  all  who  hear  him,  assure  a 
rich  feast  to  the  aaderstaading.  ■  ^ixh  a  heart 


truly  benevolent,  he  daily  enlightens  the  path  of 
this  bewildered  House  on  everv  subject  of  legisla* 
tion  wtich  is  brought  before  tnem.  Not  content^ 
with  traversing  these  States  from  pne  extreme  to 
the  other,  and  opening  an  easy  communicatloa 
through  that  country  where  the  unjutored  savage 
reigns — with,  establishing  offices  in  the  vaiioua 
posts,  from  whidh  hfs  speeches  in  this  House,  and 
other  usitfvl  information, 'is  conveyed  to  every 
class  -of  our  fellow-citizens — ^his  mighty  geniua 
9oars  to  far  other  objects.  At  one  moment  we 
behold  him  rapidly  descending  from  the  summit 
of  Spencer's  mountain,*  bounding  over  this  im- 
mense plain,  inarshaHing.the  military  force  of  the 
United  States  according  to  order — regqlars,  vol- 
UBteqrs,  and  militia— ^nd- fixing  to  each  its  Con-^ 
stitntional  limits ;  thence  marcbinp^  to  thetieighta 
of  Abraham,  capturing  and  captivating  all  who 
behold  him,  and  there  plucking  the  unfading  lao^ 
rel  from  the  brows-of  Montgomery  and  Wolfe. 
We  next  behold  him  visiting  our  seaport  towns  in 
the mo.s(  courteous  manner,  and,  with  gunboatsand 
bombs,  erecting  fortifications  which  sJiaU  defy  the 
united  armadas  of  Europe.  Nay,  sir,  we  see  him 
boldly  adventuring  on  the  watery  deep,  and  there, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  finny  tribe,  building  a 
sliip,t  the  lik&of  which  was  never  seen,  and  far 
surpassing  in  size  any  ever  contemplated  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  which  ffave  birth  to 
the  celebrated  Don  'Q.uixotte  and  the  renowned 
Sancho,Panza,  and  which  the  gteat  Bonaparte 
now  endeavors  in  vain'  to  subjugate  to  his  i^ms, 

Mr.' Speaker,  while  inclinatiop  and  justice  call 
oii'me  to  0ay.my  homage,  and  this  tcibute,  to  tl^e 
^superior  4aleDt8  of  the  venerable  t^entleman  from 
Tennessee,  candor  obli^ea  me  to^^clare  that  he 
has  n<^t  discovered  On  this  occasion  that  perspicui- 
ty which  in  general  marks  his  character.  With 
a  soyl,  no  doubt  honest  and  faonorabte,  to  render 
service  to  this  meritorious  and  long  neglected 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens^'  he  has.  adopted  \}^ 
best  means'  to  defeat  them.  His  ingenuity.  ai«ne 
could  have  .invented  themj  and,  sirj  I  do  assert 
thatf  should  that  bill  fail,  aad  these  poor  feUowa 
he  delayed  in  receiving  that  pittance  which  it  pro- 
poses to  give  them,  it  mast,  it  will  be  attributed  to 
the  aid  which  they  havfr  received  fVom  that  ven- 
erable gentleman. 

Mr.  Talumadge. spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  gen- 
erally, hot  objected  to  certain  parts  of  the  details. 
On  which  account,  Mr.  Gold  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill.  This  motion  was  negatived— 50  to 
37;  and  afterwards  rtiebill  was  lost— yeas  47^ 
nays  57,  as  follows: 

Yka»— William  Anderson,  John.  Baker,  Burwell ' 
Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Jas.  BredLdnridge,  Elijah 
-Brigham,  WiHiam  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Daw- 
'son,  James  Flaky  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwux  Gray,  Felix 
Grundy,  Obed  HaU»  Aylett  Jfiawes,- Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Jie  Roy  Livuigston,  Thomas 

*A  very  high  mountain  m  Tennessee., 
t  On  the  Navy  bill,  Mr.  Rbsa' proposed  to  build  the 
largMt  ship  which  ever  was,  and  which  shonld  beat  aU 
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>foore,  Archibald  M'cSijd^i  Jazpea  Milnor,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselej,  Hv^  Nelsoi^  Anthooj 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsbj,'  Jame<(  Plea- 
sants, Jr.,  Josiah  Quincj,  William  Reed,  Henry  M, 
Ridgelj,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
'Daniel  Sheifey,  George  Smith,  John  Sniith,  rhilip 
Stnart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,. ' John  Taliaferro,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Ri>- 
bcrt  Wright. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr*,  Stevei^son  Archer,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun;  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Langdon  Cheves,  James  Co<^hran,  Lewis  Condit,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Jo- 
seph Dedia,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Meshaek 
FranJElin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling 
HaD,  John  A.  Harper,  J'acob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyna- 
onaii,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R>  King,  Abner  JjacoclL, 
WtUiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Max^^ll, 
lYilliam  McCoy,  Samvel  McKee,  Alexander  McKhn, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Jaibes  Morgan,  Thomas.  Newbold, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wil- 
liam M<  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodmaji,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw;  John  Smilie,  Richard,' Stanford* 
Silas.  Stow,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  ^WhltAfll, 
David  R.  WUliams,  and  William  Widgery. 

BATTLE  OF  THE  WABASH. 
The  Hoi!ise  again  resoli^d  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee 00 '  the  report  of  a  select  committed  on 
eertain  petition^  in  relation  to  the  afiair.on  the 
Wabash^  when  Mr.  Jennings'  ameudmeot,  wJlicH- 
proposed  iillbwifig  the  widows!;  <dbc.,'pC.  the  slain 
officers  and  soldiers  ttounties  in  land^  instead  pf 
money,,  was  negatived.  The  resblatioDs  allowing 
the  bouhiiee,  pensions,  dbc,  as  recommenced  by 
the  select  committee,  were  all  agreed  to.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  t)f  the  Whole  Was  con- 
carred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

1.  Ruohedy  That  one  month's  pay  ought  to  be  aN 
lowed,  in  addition  to  the  common  allowance,  to  the 
officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  regulars, 
▼olunteers,  and  milafia,  and  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  those  wiio  ^ere  killed)  iMr  have  nnce  died  of  th^ 
wounds,  composing  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Gov.  Harrison,  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash. 

2.  Refolwd,  That  five  years'  half  pay  .ought  to  be 
allowed -to  the  legal  representativM  of  the  oflBeers,  (ac- 
cording to  the  rank  which /they  held,)  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  pri▼atel^  of  the  volunteers  and 
militia,  who  Were  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  seventh  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eieven,  or 
who  have  since  died  of  their  woundfl. 

Z.  Sesolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  to  place  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
the  officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,) 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  of  the  vq]-* 
nnteers  and  militia,  who  served  in  the  late  campaign 
on  the  Wabash,  under  the  command  ofGovcrnor  Hair- 
rison»  wlio  hav«  be^n  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  said 
campaign. 

4.  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  4o  be  made  by 
law  to  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  property  of  indi? 
viduals  lost  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  said  battle. 

6.  JUsoived,  That  the  further  time  of years 

ought  to  be  allowed  to.  the  ofi^cers  and  soldiers  who. I 


were  wounded,  and  to  the  legal,representative«  of  those 
who  were  killed  in  th^  said  battle,  to  complete  the  pay- 
ments due,  or  which  may  lall  due  to  the  United  States, 
on  any  purchase  of  the  public  lands  made  by  them  be- 
fore the  said  battle. 

■Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  porsQant 
to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee 
appointed  .00  that  pact  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  Indian  affairs  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same.' 

TtJESDAY,  February  11. 

The  SpEAKfiR  laid  before  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  .4he 'Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
ratifying  and  confirming  an  amendment  proposed 
by  (Jongress  to..the'  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stated  rel^ative  to  titles  of  nobility  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  tc/lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the. Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate' ^' respecting  tbeenroJimg 
and  Irceo^ingof  steamboats,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment.    ^ 

.  Ordered,  That  the  safd  bill  be  corn'mitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thnrsdar 
next.  ■       . 

Mr.  WiLLUMs,  from,tbe  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  detachments  of  militia,  and  to  such  a 
prepafation  of  the.  great  body  as  will  proportioa 
its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity, 'presented  a 
bill  supplementary  to  ''.An  act  making  proriuoa 
for. armingand' equipping *the  whole  body  of  the 
miirtiaof^he  United  States;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  'Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluams, 

JResolved,  Tbat  the  cofumittee  appointed  on  so 
much  of -the  Message  of  the  President  as  rehtes 
to. military  affairs,  be  directed  to  inquire  iaio  the 
expedijency  of  authorizing  the  ealargemenc  of  the 
armories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional .  number ;  and  that  they 
have  leare  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  ofArthttr  St.  Clair,  reported  a  btU 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair ;  which  was 
read  twice^and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  ihc 
Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the.  Senate  informed  the 
Hou^e  ttiat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''Cor 
the  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail 
in  civil  causes  depending  in'' the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,"  with  amendments;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river.  The  Com- 
mittee reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  a  t£ird  reading.  [This  biU 
merely'  goes  to  allow' the  cbmmissioners  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days  which  they  sat  be^od  the 
period  contemplated  in  the  law  under  which  they 
acted.} 

Xhe  Jjfouse  wen^  into  a  Committee  oa  the  bill 
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for  the  bea«fit  of  Christopher  MiUer,  which  was 
reported  without  ameodment,  and  ordered  to  a^ 
third  reading.  [Th4s  bilt  .allowa  C.  Milief  950 
acres  of  land,  for  services  performed  under  Gen^ 
eral  WayncJ 

The  House  wenl  into  Ooooinittee,  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  Of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Murray,  who  prayed  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  loan  office  certificates.    ^ 

After  some  dc^bate  on  this  report;  it  was  observ- 
ed, that  this  claim  came  properly  under  the  de- 
scription of  those  claims,  respecting  which  the 
Committee  of  Claims  had  made  a  report  to  the 
Hotise,  recommending  the'repeal  of  the  statute 
of  limitations.  It  was  therefore  moved,  that  the 
Coovmittee  rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  in  or- 
der to  afford  an  opportunity  of  going  into  a  com- 
mittee on.  that  repojrt. — Carried. 

MARRIAGE  yCENSEQ. 

The  Hous^  went  fnto  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
relaxing  to  marriage  licenses,  in  Washington  coun- 
ty, in  tne  District  of  Columhia,  and  directing  the 
application  af/  tl^e  tux  thereoo. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to'^trike  out  Che  first  set;- 
tion  of  the  biH,  with  a  view  to  destroy  ii,  ak  it 
contained  a  principle  which  be  did  not  wish  to 
see  adopted. 

Mr.  Lewis  sarid  the  bill  proposed  no  new  tal. 
The  laws  of  .Maryland  alrelidy  impose  a  tax  of 
four  dollars  upon  every  mamage  license,  and 
mirria^  licenses  issued  in  Washington  poijnty 
are  now  subject  to  this  t^x;  this  bill  went  only 
to  appropriate  the  inooey  for  the  pi^oraotion  of 
learning  in  th^  District. 

Mr.  CukT  (the  Speaker)  knew  not  ^hieh  inost 
to  admire,  the  conduct  of  the^pposer  .or  supporter 
of  this  bill.  If  he  understood  the  gentleman  last 
op,' there  is  at  present  a  law  taxing  marriages,  but' 
no  authority  to  collect  the  tax.  w^ich  is  the  saine 
as  if  th^rs  was  no  law  on  tb^  subject.  •  As  be 
thought  with  the  gentleman  first  up.  that  msr- 
raiges  ought  jiot  to  be  taxed,  but  promoted,  be 
should  vote- with  faiVn-fgr  striking  out  the  first  seor 
lion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  it  was  a  little  singular  that 
one  bachelor  should  support  this  bill,  and  another 
oppose  it.  He  hoped,  however,  there  would  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  married 
members  on  this  subject.  He  would  be  in  favor, 
rather  of  giving  a  bounty  on  marriages,  than  of 
laying  a  tax  upon  them.  The  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington wishing  to  raise  money  in  this  way  to  sup- 
.  port  their  a.cademy,  put  him  in  mind  of  what 
nappened  long  ago  in  England.  When  the  build- 
ing of  a  mnnsioB  hoqse  was  ip  agitation,  the  party 
in  power  determined  to  get  the  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose out  of  the  dissenters.  They  therefore  laid 
a  tax  upon  any  dissenters  who.  refused  to  suffer 
their  names  to  be  held  up  for  certain -office^.;  and. 
another  tax  on  those  who  were  elected^  and  re- 
fused to  take  the  sacrament  in  a  manner  which 
their  consciences  forbade.  He  would  prefer  a  tax 
.on  bachelors  over  twent v-five,  to  a  tax  on  mar- 
riages, ai^d  this  would  include  hdik  the  gentlemen. 


The  section  was  struck  out,  there  being  forty- 
seven  members  for  it. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
ment; ,and  after  some  humorous  observations  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  section,  by  Mr.  Milnor,  the 
'House  concurred  with  the  Committee  in  striking 
otit  the  section!    Of  course  the  bill  was  lost. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
recomraendiQg  certain  claims,  (including* the  dif* 
erent  Species  of  liquidated  Y:laims)'tobe  exen^pt- 
ed  from;  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitation. 
It  was  found  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
had  agreed  to  this  resolution  ;  but  that  there  was 
another  jn  the  following  words,  referred  to  the 
sameHI^ommittee,  not  acted  upon.' 

^*Ruohed,  That  the  Comnrittee  of  Claims  b6  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  all  claims  which 
may  be  referred  to,  them,  which  originated  during  thex 
Revolationaiy  wmr«  notwithstanding  such  claims  mi^ 
.  be  barred  fay  the  «tatate  of  limitation,  and  that  they 
jreport  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House." 

The  Committee  took  this  resolution  into  bon- 
sideration,  and  after  considerable  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Gholson,  Clav,  Wrioht,  Fisk,  and 
Gold,  supported,  apd  Messrs.  Stanfobd,  Smiue, 
Alston,  Boyd,  and  RoncaTS,  opposed  the  reso- 
lution, it  wasjcarried,  52  votes  being  for  iu 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the' resolu- 
tion to  the  House  \  but  no  decision  was  taken  upon 
it  before  the  House  adjourned.  * 

.  WBDKBgpAY,  February  12. 

Mr.  Troup  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Sti^te'of  Georgia, 
approbatory  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Ckn* 
erat  Government  in  relation  to  pur  foHreign' con- 
cerns, and  declaratory  of  their  determination  to 
support  sucb  measures  as  may  be  adopt^d  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part 
of  the  President^  Message  which  relates  to  lor- 
eien  relations. 

Mr*  Des^a  presented  several  petitions  of  sun- 
.dry  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  praying 
,lhat  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States 
may  be.leased  out  to  persons  applying  for  that  pur- 
pose, for  a  certain  niimber  of  years,  and  at  a  cer- 
tain price  per  year,  to'  be  fixed  upon  by  Con- 
gress;—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pubitc 
Lands.' 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 

Resolved.  That  ^the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  tbis  House  a  list  of  persons 
on  the  pensiom  .list,,  the  State  or  Territory  in 
which  they  live,  and  the  amount  annually  allow- 
ed each  person  by  law. 

'  An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of 
Commis^oners  west  of  Pearl  river,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  . 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 


1043 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1044 


H.  OF  R. 


'  Duties  on  Drawback»j  fc. 


FfiBRUABY.  1812. 


m^nts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  the  more 
cooveDient  taking  of  affidavits  aod  bail  in  civil 
causes  depending  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States/'  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral respecting  the  repairs  of  the  public  building: 
called  ''  BiodgeC's  Hotel,"  reported  a  Jbill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  providing  for  the  accommo- 
datroa  of  the  General  Post  Office,  the  Patent  Of- 
£ce,  and  for~other  purposes ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

DRAWBACK  OF  PUTIEA. 

Mr«  Newton,  from. the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  nuide  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  George  R.  Rapelye,  and 
others,  of  the  city  of  New  York  j  which^  was 
concurred  in  by  (he  Hx)u^.  The  report  is  as 
foliow:3 : 

The  petitioneni  stote,  that  their  respective  firms  pur- 
chased of  &e  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phoenix,  and  Nixsen, 
goods,  entitled,  on  exportation,  to'  the  drawback  of  do-, 
ties,  and  which  the  petitioners  purchased  and  exported 
under  the  persuasion  that  the  debentures  which  isaued 
from  the  custom-house  would  be  duly^paid. 

In  this  calculation  they  have  been  disapjfoiY)tedy  as 
the  firm  of  Ingraham,  PhcBnix,fuid  Nixsen,  which  im- 
ported the  goods,  and  entered  the  same  for  expex^tion, 
has  since  failed,  without  paying  the  duties,  amounting 
Ur  about  ninety-sir  thousand  dollars,  to  the  United 
SUtes.  The  petitioners  solicit  Congress  to  pass  an  net 
directing  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port  of 
New  York  to  pay  the  debentures  which  they  hold, 
notwithstanding  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  hj  the 
firm  of  Ingraham,  Pl^cenix,  and  Nixs'en,  the  importers 
of  the  goods. 

If  Congress  refiise'to  accede  .to  this  soliciution  of 
the  petitioners,  they  then  pray  that  an  act  may  pass  to 
authorise  tUem  to  institute  a  iBuit  against  the  oolfectnr 
for  the  pert  of  New  Yotk,  for  theamouBt  of  the  deben- 
tures, inasmuch  .as  the  non-payment  of  the  duties  by 
the  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phceitux,  and  Nixsen,  is  fairly 
chargeable  to  the  negligence  of  the  collector^  in  not 
taking  responsible  suretiea  to  the  duty  bonds. 

The  commit^e  can  -see  nO  ground  on  which  the  first 
proposition  can  be  supported ;  the  law,  in  letter  and 
sd^it,  is  opposed  to  it.  The  law  says :  «  In  no  ease 
oTan  exportation  of  goods  shall  a  drawback  be  paid, 
until  the  duties,  on  the  importation  thereof^  ahall 
have  been  first  receiTed/'  No  duties,  o^  ^e  goods 
imported  by  the  fim  of*  Ingraham,  Phoenix,  and  Nix-' 
sen,  have  as  yet  been  paid,  or  are  likely ,« as  the  com- 
mittee understAnd,  to  be^i)aid ;  the  petitioners  there- 
fore, are  no^  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  their 
respective  debentures.  The  4aw,  as  it  sUnds,  dearfy 
evinces  the  soundness  of  the  principles,  on  whidi  it  is 
fininded ;  no  case  eould  have  occurred  more  appoaite 
to.  prove  the  necessity  of  such  a  provision,  for  the  seen- 
xity  of  the  Treasury.  '  x 

The  drawback  of  duties  ie allowed  on  two* grounds.: 
first,  (he  exportation  of  goods  within  twelve  months, 
calculating  fh>m  the  time  of  entry ;  and,  secondly,  on 
the  payment  <rf  duties  to  the  United  Sutes,  before,  or 
after,  such  exportation* 

The  goods  may  bo  exported,  bjit,  if  the  duties,  on 
their  importation^  are  not  paid,  there  can  bo  no  Jegal 
nght  to  demand  the  payment  of  the  deb^tures.    The 


wise  firamers  of  the  law  never  intended  that  a  systeray 
which  they  constructed  fi>r  the 'encouragement  of  com- 
merce and  enterprise^  should  operate*  in  auch  a  way  as 
to 'drain  the  Treasury.  To  sustain  the  present  appli- 
cation, would,  undoubtedly,  produce  this  efieet. 

The  second  propositien  cannot,  in  any  view  in  which 
it  can  be  presented  to  the  mind,  be  oensidei>ed  as  ten- 
able. The  collector  is  responsible  for  the  omisaion  of 
such  duties  a«  the  law  prescribes :  in  this  case,  if  he 
has  omitted  to  perfi>rm  a  duty  assigned  to  him,  the 
United  States  are  alone  tho  losei^^the  petitiooers  only 
fortuitottaly  so — an  accident  against  which  speculations 
cannot  be  secured.  The  remedy  of  the  petitioners  is 
against  the  ieilers  of  the  merchandise.  If  the  peti- 
tioners fail  in  obtaining  redress  against  die  firm  of 
Ingraham,'Thcsnix,  and  Nixsen,  in  the  responsibility 
of  wjiich  they  confided,  their  case  is  remediless.  The 
commltteoeannot  transcend  the  limits  of  the  Consti- 
tution, or  the  V>und  and  correct  principles  of  jorispru- 
deoce,  in  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  which 
shall  be  endued  with  a,  retroactiVe  operation.  They, 
therefore,' submit  the  foUowiQg^  resolution  to  the  House : 

B§8olvtd,  That  the  petitioners  liavo  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petitioiv 

IJNITBD  STATES'  BANK  NOTES. 
;  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  tenth  section  of  the  net  establishing  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.     . 

'  Mr.  Bacon  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  MeaD»  had  thoufght  it  necessary  to  being  for- 
ward this  biti,'  ia  consequence  of  a  decision  which 
had  been  made  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Vim'oia, 
thAt  the  notes  isaued  by  the  Bank  of  Uie  ilnUed 
Statea  are  a  till  a.  tender  in  payments  lo  the  col- 
lectors and  other  officers  of  the  United  States. 
The  eommittee*  do'  not  know  on  what  ground 
this  opinion^was  giren ;  they  had  conceiTed  that 
as  the  limitation  of  the  law  had  expired,  no  part  of 
it  could  still  hare  force.  But,  as  this  opioioo  iias 
been  ^iren  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  ir  ptoduces  great  innonrenience  to  the 
officers  of  the  United'  States,  as  the  notes  of  the 
several  branches^  say  Charleston,  Savannah,  New 
Orleans,  dbc.,  will  be  paid  only  at  the  branches 
from  which  they  issue. 

Some  irregular  debate  took,  place  on  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  bill  at  all.  Ii  was  contended 
th^  the  whole  law  having  expired,  it  was  allo- 
gethec  unnecessary,  not  to  say  improper,  to  pass 
a  bill  to  repeal  a  section  of  th^t  law.  It  was  re- 
plied by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  others,  that  as  the  passing 
of  the  bill  would  prevent  any  further  trouble 
to  th^  pOblic  officers,  and  it  could  have  no^influ- 
ence  on  anything  which  had  heretofore  taken 
place,  Its  passage  was  desirable? 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the*  House  ordered 
the  bni  to  a  third  reading. 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERa, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Baoon,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committed  of  tlie  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force  for  a  limited  lime  the  salaries  of  certain 
officers  of  Govern nient  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Bacx>n  stated,  thaf  this  bill  was  intended 
to  continue  in  force  a  law  iTaased  in  1799,  for  in- 
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creasing  the  salaries  of  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
and  other  ofB^cers  of  the  Qoverament,  which  had 
been  contioued  front  time  to  time  ever  since. 
Mr.  B.,  stated  what  the  severi^l  salaries  were  be^ 
fore  this  Jaw  pkssed',  and  what  they  had  heen 
since,  and  left  it  for  the  CJommittee  to  decide  on 
the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill.  '  ' 

Mr.  SpANFORn  disliked  the  phraseology  of  the 
limitation  clause  to  this  bill,  -which  was  *^for 
three  years  and  to  the  end  of  .the  nezi  session  of 
Congress  jihereaften''  He  9eid  the  bill  might  as 
well  be' liuide  for  four  \at  once.  He  made  two 
unsnccesfifol  attifmpts  to  amend  the  bill  in  this 
respect.      .     .     •■ 

Mr.  S.  then  iqov«d  to  amend  lhe'bill,1>y  ad- 
ding to.  the  salary  of  the  PostipHster-  General 
.(-over  and. above  the  ar^omeot  inelifded  in  the 
bill)  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;. and  to  the 
first  Assistant  Postmaster.Genejral,  three  hundred 
dollars.  •.    " 

A  divisfon  of  the  motion  was  ealled  for,  and 
the  addition  tq  the  Postmaster  General  was  car- 
ried, 58  to  24.  .   .    .      \ 

•BiU'the  question  >  being  put  on  adding  three 
hiin^rttd  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  first  Assistant 
Postmaster  Qeoeral,  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bas- 
BBtT  and  Mr.'LACOOK,  and  supported  by  Mr.  TAl«ii- 
HAfodE.  On  mmion*of  Mr.  Kvt,  whothought  k 
would  b^  Well  tt>  .take  n  longer-'tim^'to  consider 
the  sdbject.  the  pommitteerose  andobtained  leave 
to  sit  sgaiii. 


. '    ,     TauBaDAY,  Ft^brqajy  13. 

Qa  motion  of  Mr.  Seaver,  the  telect  cOiamit- 
tee  'were 'discharged  ffom  the  censideratiun  of 
the  petition  of  Silas  Scone,  and  it  wzrs  referred,  to 
the  select*  committee  appointed  on  the  bill' from 
the  Senate  ^  t(>  psomote  the  progr^s  of  science 
and  usefnr  arts,  by  ^ecCiriogj  for  a  limited  time, 
to  the  inveqtors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re- 
spective discoveries."  *    *' 

Mr«  McSiM  pres^ted  a  document  in  support  of 
the  petition  of  James  H.  McOuiloch  ;  whicn  was 
referred  to  the  CommiMee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  W^ys  t^nd  Meaiss  on 
the  several  petitions  of  the  Collectors  of  Phiiadel- 
phia/Norfofk,  Plymouth,  and  Baltimore,:  ,^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  making  ap* 
propriations  for  the  support  pf  an  additional  mil- 
itary force,''  with  an  amendment  {  in  which  the^ 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Oi  motion,  of  Mr.  WftipHx.  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ren- 

'  deriog- the  Representatives  Chamber  more  con- 

.  venient  to  the  despiii(ch^of.  public  busiiiess,  and  of 

finishing  the  same. 

On  motioaof  Mr^  Poimosxjjbb,  rtie  House  took 
up  for  consideration  the  resolution,  some  time  ago 
submiUed  by.  him.  ^to  iostrnec  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meana  to*inquire.  into  the  proprietf  of 
prohibiting  bylaw  the  corporation  6(  New  Or- 
leans from  exacting  a  tax  or  duty  on  vessels,  boats/ 
or  other  crsft,  descending  the  Ml^ssippi,  laden 
with  produce,  and  touching^at  that  'piace,  dbe.  ' 


•  This  proposition  was  t)bjected  to  by  Mr.  Troitf, 
principally  because  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  sub-, 
ject  for  judie(al  investigatioD,  and  because  (he 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  npt  represented  on  this 
floor,  it  was  supported  by  Messrs.  PoiNnExTsu 
and-'MeKEB,'  because  the.  ^x  in  question  was  a 
grievous  one  on  the  people  of  the  Western  coqiftry, 
and  said  to  be  uncoQs'titutlonal,  as  being  a  tax  on 
exports;  which  was  a  ^lufficientvgrbund*  fdr  in- 
quiry into  the  subject.  If  the  Territory  should 
send  a  delegate  to. the  msent  Congress^  he  in^ould. 
arrive  in  time  for  the  final  decision  on  the  .report 
of  the  committee  proposed  to-be  constituted,  (fee. 
The  resolution  was  agceed  <o  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  a  ieommlttee  of  five  accordingly  ap- 
pointed. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolvefi  inself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the, bill  providfnjr  for'  arming 
the  whole  body  of  ^e  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W1L.UAM8  e'xplained  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
And  hdw  the  committee  who  reported  it  bad  eh- 
deavorisd  to  diveist  Xhi^  plan  of  the  features  which 
were  objected  to  when  it  was' incorporated. in  the 
classification  bill.  ^         ^ 

Mr.  ROBERTS;  nAer  exoressing  his  de&ire  to 
vote  for  the  bill,  if  it  coula  be  amended  so  as  to 
secure  its  avowed  object  iu  the  Slate, which  he. 
represented,  m  w^ll  as  in  other  States,  which  had 
alrtedy  made  provision  lor  arming  their  militia, 
moved  to-ainehd  the  section  for  distributing*  the'' 
arms,  by  addlitg  thereto  the  words/' or  in  sdch 
manner  as  the  Legisiatures  of  .tbe  respective 
States  or.  Territories  may  by  law  dir^ct.^ 

This^  motion  wa^  negatived,  43  to  40. 
.  Mr.  RoBSitTS  then  moved  toatrike  ontthefirat 
sfotioa  of  the  bill^  with  a  view  to  destroy  it ;  as 
he  thought,  in  ita  present  form,  the  carrying  it 
into* effect  would  be  .attended  with  great  incon- 
venience. 1|e  particula^y  objected  to  the  fines 
and  penahies  itififcted  ny  the  inlL   -. 

The  niotion  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
twenty-syc  members  ;n  favor  of  it. 
'  t'he  Committee  rose,  and  reported  th^  bill  to 
the  House.  The  House  took  it  up;  when 
.  Mr.  RoBCRts  renewed  hii  motion,  to  add  the 
following  words  to  the  sectidn  which  diVeCts  the 
distribution  of  the  arm^;  **as'the  Legislatures  of 
the  severi^r States  may  by  law  direct."  " 

Mr.  Tallmaoos  hoped  that  this  amendment 
■would  be  agreed  to,  in  order  to  accommodate  gen- 
tlemen whose  States  would  prefer  a  different 
niode  of  di.HtMbntion  from  that  prescribed  in  the 
biU. '  He  thought  the  main  object  was  to  get  the 
arms;  their  distribution  might  be  very  well  left 
with  the  several  State  governments.  He  should 
be  sorry  if  the  bill  should  be  lost,  by.  gentlemen's 
pertinaciously  adhering  to  their  own  particular 
-mode  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  was  sorry  that  any  diffhrence 
of  opinfon  should  exist  as  to  the  mode  of  distrib- 
utins  these  arms,  and  when  gentlemen,  in  whose 
intpfligenee  and -,  integrity  he  had  the  utmost  re- 
liance) assured  him  that  the  mode  of  distribniin^ 
the  arms,  proposed  in  the  bill,  wduld  not  be  well 
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received  in  their  States,  he  could  not  but  beliey& 
then),  and  was  desirous  of  acueomiDodating  them. 
He,;fol:  one,  wished  to  see  these  armjp  in  ihe  hands 
-  of  those  who  were  to  use  them ;  there  •  were 
weighty  reasons  against  placing  them  in  arsenals 
in  the  Souther^  States  >  out  he  should  be  glcnj  tf 
the  bill  could  be  so  arraCnged  as  to  suit,  the  views 
of  all  whp  were  friendly  to  the  measure. 

Th6  question  was  takep  and  carried — yeas  70, 
nays  41,  as  follows. 

*  YiAs — WilKs  Mston,  William  •  Anderfion,  Stev- 
,  ensbn  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, .  Abijah  Big- 
'  «low,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam*B4>yd,  Jaines  Breck- 
inridge, Elijah  Brigham,  .William  Butler,  £paphro- 
ditUB  Champion,  Mailin  Chittenden,  Matthew- Clay, 
Lewis  CondH,  Jdhn  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Findley)  Asa  Fitch,.  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Felix  Grundy, 
Obed  HaH,  John  M^Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Abner  Lacock,  Lymaik  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  -Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor»  Samuel  L.  Mitchilf,  James  Morgan,  Jer-, 
emish  Morrow^  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  'PCew- 
hold,  Thomas  Newt«ih,  Stephenf  Ormsby,  William  Pi' 
p«r,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 'Benjamin  Porid,  Peter  B. 
Porter ,J!ii8ha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiocy ,  John  Randolph, 
William  Reed,-  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  lonaUian  R(>\y- 
erts,  William  Rodman^  John  ^^vier,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tui^ 
ner,  jUn..  Pierre  Van  CoHlandt,  jr^,  Ljiban  Wheat*n» 
Leonard/White,  Robeii  WhitehUl,'WUIiam.Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson.  ."      ' 

Nats— Bur^ell  Bassett,  William  BlacUedge,  John 
€.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  William  CraWfoH,  Jos. 
Deaha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Meehadk  FhLnklln>  Tlipmas 
Ghotson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  IsaiaLX. 
Green,  Boiling  ilall,  John  A.  Harper,  A^lett  Hawe^ 
Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Arunah  MetcalL  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony. New,  Joseph 
Pearson, Israel  Pickens,  William  M^Richardson,  Henry 
M'.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Ebenejter  Sage,  Ebene- 
aer  S^ver,  Samuel.  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Robert  Wright  J 

After  some  objections  hy.Mr.  Milnor  to  the 
details  of  the  biH,  particularly  as  to  the  fines  and- 
iqiprUonmeots  imposed,  and  somct  debate  jupop  an 
amendment  which  he  proposed,  but  afterwards 
withdrew,  the  bill  was  amended  at  the  intitance  of 
Mr.  MiLNOR,  by  adding  to  it  the  following  pro- 
viso :  ^'Promded.  That  no  imprisonment  directed 

*  by  this  act,  shall,  In  arny  instaoee.  endirre.  for  a 

*  longer  term  than  three  months." 

The  quesUon  was  then  put,  ^  Shall  the  bill  be 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ?"  when 
Mr.  Macon  wished  the  decLsion  of  that  question, 
miffht  be  postponed  till  to-morrow;  for,  friendly 
as  he  was,  an^.al.way8  had  been,  te  the  arming  of 
ihe  militia,  an  amendment  had  taken  place  which* 
he  disliked  so  much  that  he  wished  time  to  con- 
sider whether  he  ought  now  to 'vote  for  the  bill. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjonr|xed  until  to- 
morraW.   • 


Friday,  February  14. 
*  Mr.  Gholbon,  from  the  committee,  made  are- 
port  on  the  petition  of  Xiieutenant  Simeon  Knight, 
which  was  read;  wben  Mr.  Qholson  presented 
a  hill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Simeon  Knight 
which  was  read  twice  and  cbmmitxed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  W^hole  on  Monday' next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pab- 
lie  Lands,  madea  report  on  the  petition  of  Thom- 
as Orr ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolatioo  there- 
in, contained  concurred  in  by  the  Hooae,  as 
follows: 

'  Re$(dved,  That  -Thomas  Orr,  the  aasignee  of 
Martin  Andrews,  be  confirmed  m  ti^e  purchase  of 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  n amber  eleveo, 
towDship>number  seven,  and  range  seeond,  in  the 
SteubenyiUe  District,  which  purchase  W9»  made 
on  the  fourth  day  of  May,  1811,^  at  the  rate  of  foor 
dollhrs  per  a^re. 

The  Committed  on  the  Public  Lands  were  ia- 
strupt^d  to  bring  in  a  hfll,  pursuant  to  the  said  re- 
solution. ^    . 

Mr.  Bur  WELL  moved  that  the  petiiion  of  Peter 
Landars,  presented  some  time  ago,  aad  at  that 
time  refused  a  reference  to  a  $el«0C  committee,  be 
now.referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  This 
was-objected  to.  by  Mr.  Qbolbqh,  the.cbairmaa 
of  that  ^mmittef.  who  sakl  ctiis  petition  had 
been  frequently  Wore  that  committee,  and  re- 
ports made  unoi^  it.  If  it  were  referred  at  ail  be 
tipped  it 'would  therefore  g^o  to.a  select  oommittee. 
The  motion  to  refer  tbe  petition  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claim;}'  was  negatived.  A  motion  was 
thep  made  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  aad 
carried, 

CLAIM  OF  THOMAS  WILSON. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claioxs} 
made  a  import  oqr  th£  petition  ^  Thomas  Wilson ; 
which  was  read ;  when,  Mr.  Gholson  presented 
a  bill  for  the.  relief  of  Thomas  WiUfon ;  whieh 
was  read  twice  and  oonimiited  to  a  Commuceeof 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as 
fbliows :     • 

That  thtf  petitioner  claiips  an  odtfi^ita/a/loiDanee  Csr 
rations  fumidied  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States  ia 
Louisiana^  pursuant  to  a  contract  with  the  Depaitmeat 
of  War^  dsted  the  ;}d  of  August,  18D3.  When  the  de- 
mand of  tbe  petitioner  for  extra  allowance  Was  present* 
fid  at  the  War  Department,  it  appears  his  aecouDts  had 
been  transferred'  to  the  accountmg  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  the  Seeretary  of  War  observes  that,  *■  haria^ 
duly  considered  the  claim  before  mentioned,  with  all 
the  circumstances  accompanying  the  same,"  he  con- 
ceives he  is  *"'not  authorized  to  make  .any  IhitheT  ai- 
lowanee  ;*'  but  he  recommended  to  the  Complro&er  a 
suspension  of  legal  proceedings  against  Mr.  Wilson, 
until  he  GonM'make  application  id  Congress  fisr  icIicC 
Upon  the  ftce  cd'the  oontract  there  is  nothing  to  sop- 
jM^  the  demand  of  the  petitioner.-  His  claiaa  is  fbnmd- 
ed  on  Mo  letters  from  General  Dearborn,  late  SeeieU- 
ry  of  War»  which  are  exhibited  asoTidenee  of  am  on- 
derstanding*  between' the  Secretary  and  ihm  petitioBer 
at  the  time  of  the  contract.^  In  one  of  these  letten. 
General  Deai1»or|i  says  to  Mr.  Wilson,  "  that  it  was 
undoubtedly  intended  to  mako  you  reasonable  allow- 
ances ibr  any  unforeseen,and  unaroid^le  expenses  that 
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might  become  necessaiy  fdr  cerryibg  iiito  effect  rach 
parts  of  yoiir  contract  as  related  to  ne-w  posts  that 
might  be  established  within  the' limits  of  your  contract 
in  X«OYiisiana."  This  letter  is  dated  the  «6th  of  ApriT, 
•1811.  Ib  the  other  letter  0eDend  Dearbo^  injfbrms 
Mri  EnsUs  «  (bat  each  of  the  posts  in.  Louisiana,  indud" . 
ing  New  Orleans,  might  be  eonsidei^d  as  new  potte.* 
Thus  the  petitioner  claims  extra  com]^ensatidn  fbr  the 
snppliee  iumidked  by  him  at 'all  the  military  posts  in 
Loiii8iana»  .npoh  the  allegation  that,  ia  Aimishing 
them,  he  en'oowitered  *^imfiieseen  and  unavoiAble 
expenses."       .  ^     •  .  .     '    r 

TojiuptaiathisaUegiation,  the  petitioner  has  addneed 
ft  varietur  of  documents  which  satisfy  >thfr  committed 
thatf  m'ezecatiBg  hil  contract,  he  was'  eubjected  4o  in- 
conT^nieneesy.aod  mnsi  have^ ineorred  expenses  not 
foreseen  at  the  date  of  the  <Sntract.  Sopfilies,  in  ad- 
¥ftnce,  foramficli  longer  period  than  that  mentioned 
in  the  coikt^t  were'ieqaii^,  and,  as  the  petitioner  ^m^ 
serts,  withont  the  stipulated  notice.  The  petitioner,  it 
appeavs,  Was  consequentbr  compelled  to  procure  the 
supplies  at  high  prieeii  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
places  where, they  were  wanted,  whilst,  in  ii  regular 
course  of  au|^y,  he  weiuld  Jmve  bad- time  to  have  gojb< 
provisions  ^m  tbe.  Western  country,  where  they  were 
cheap.  The  sqdden  augmentations  and  dimmnti<itis 
of  the-  detttchB^ent»  for^Orleani  Territory,  aBe^,ioqre^ 
over^  affirmed  bjT  the  petitioner  to  hai^  been  causes  of 
embarrassment. and.  unforeseen  expense. 

Your-committee,  after  a  full  examination  of  the  sub* 
ject,  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitiolier'is  entitied*  t6 
some  additional  comp^nisation,  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
accounting  officers  ^f.the  I]|epartment  of  War,  upon 
such  evidence  as  mey  be  pvodno^  by  the  petitioner. 
They,  therefete^aak  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  his  relief 

AJlMINfi  THE  MILltlA.  : 
The/  House  resumed  the  cousid^ation  of  the 
bill  for  ar|BDiog.the  militia;  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  MiLisoB,  UD  ajBeridment .  was  made  to  that 
section  of  the  bill  which  iotiicts  a  penalty  on  the* 
reprc^senutive  of  Huy  deceased  miUtiamaa  iqk- 
properly  witthholdiug  his  arms.  •    .         >  r 

Mr.  M.  CifAT  stated  that^bie  ]restet4a)r  Tot^d!in 
favor  of  an  amendment  to  the  btU^  leavmg  it  with 
the  respective  Stiites  or  Territories  to  dfstribate 
the  arms  proriifed  by  this  billpin  such  maimer  as 
they  may  direct.  He  now  wished  to  have  that 
Tote  reconsidered:  and  moved  to  that  efiect.-^Tbe 
yeas  an(|  nays  were'  called  upon  the  i^uestioB.' 

Mr.  Lac  OCR  observed,  that- as  this  was-an  im- 
portant question,  upon  whioh,  perhaps,  the  fate  of 
the  bill  depended,  he  could.wisn  to  have  i|  aecid* 
ed  in  a  fuller  House;  there  being  barely  a  quo- 
ruai  of  members. present.  .  He,  .therefore,  moved 
that  the  House  adjoum.r-Oarried. 

Monday,  February  17.  ,  , 
.  Mr.  Morrow,  fr^m  the  Committee  oa  th^  Pub- 
lio  Ltands;  presented  a  bill  siving  a  funfaer  t^me^ 
for  regiMtring  ctaiiQs  to  lands  in  thi6  western  4is- 
■  trici  of  the^Territory  Of  Orkaps ;  which  was  read 
twie^  and  committed  to  -»  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next.  * 
'  MK  Kino,  iVom  the  committee  appointed  the 
7th  instant,  presented  a  biU  ^to  anthorize  John 


bring  into  the  Undted  States  certain' slaves  there- 
in named  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Cbmmitlee  on  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

INCREASE  OF  REVENUE.  "^ 
Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  revenue 
necessary  for  the  present  and  two  succeeding 
year$,  accompanied  with  a  plan  for  r^isi^^  the 
same  ;^  which  was  read,  antf  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows.: 

.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  having  taken 
into  consideration  the  su^ect  of  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  United  States  for  the  present  and  two* 
spcceeding  jearst  in  particular  reference  to  a  state  of 
contemplated  war.  during  a  greater  portion,  of  |hat 
period,  ask  leave  to  report — 

That  the  ordmary  expenste  during  the.  preset  year, 
grounded  on^  the  estimates  ali^ady  laid  befdre  Con- 
gress, are  estimated  as  follows,  viz  :- 
Expanses  of  a  civU  natiire  both  foreign 

and  domestic    -        -        -        -        -     $1,?60,000 
Anny-~excltXbtve- of  the  additional  mili- 
tary force  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
present  aeesion,  and  induding  $32,800 
for  the  service  of  the  militia  in  the 
•  years  1809, '18 10,  and  1811        -        -  *      8,581,000 
Naval  DeiJartment,' inctnding  tiie  Ma^ 
•    rtne  Corps        ^       -  .     -        -        r    •    2,600,000 
Arsenals,  tfrms,  ordnance,  repairs  of  for- 
tifications, dec,  including  $200,000   ^ 
.  permanent 'appropriations  for  the  pur-  • 
chase  and  manufacture  of  arps  -        '  ^14,000 

Indian  Department       -  .  .  -        -        -  220,000 

Intereat  on  tiie  pub^cdebt    •        -  '     '     .  2,226|000 

Total  ordinary  expenses  -  •  -  -  $9,400,000 
That  tihe  actual  receipts  into  the  Trees-    . 

nry  4ariJig.the  «aine  year  are  estima- 

tadat       -        -    .   -        •        -  >     -'     $8,200,000 

Leaving  a  defidtin  tiieTeceipts  of  ;    -     fl;200,000 

Which  .deficit  may,  l^wever,  be  paid  out  of  the' 
moneys  .remaini)ig  in  the  Treasury  at  the  dose  of  the 
last  year,  leaving  *  sum  of  $1,300,000  on  hand, 
which,  in  the  opmion  of  the  Committee,  it  would  not 
be  prudent  uhder  existing  circumstances,  further  to 
exhaust.' 

That  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  pes^t  year 
already  authorixed  by  law,  or  which  by  bills  pnding 
before  jDongress  are  in' a  course  of  authorization,  are 
as  follows,  Vik: 

Ordnance  and'  ordnance  stores,  camp 
'  equ!pag<e,  and  other  quarterma^er's 

stores  '  .  -  -  -  -•  -  $l,900v000 
Six  companies  of  mounted  rangers    -    -  108^,762 

Additional  .military  force       -        «•        •       6,I12,6rO 
Repairing  vessels  out  of  commission  and 
■     purchase  of  timber  for  Diaval  purposes  680,000 

Brection  of  additional  fortifications  - ..  1,000,000 
Calling  out  eertain  corps  of  volunteers        1,000,000 


Total  extrapidmaTy  expenses  say  • 


10,801,332 

$ii;ooo,oo6 


Rutherford,'  of  the  State  of  North  Caroliaa^toi  .  Thewh61e  of  trhtch'sum  it  is  neqessary,  and  isac-~ 
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cordinglj  propgaed,  to  rtise  by  loan,  oonfonn«blQ  to  the 

biU  herewith  reported  by  the  committee. 

That  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  pabUc  debt 

which  is  reim burnable  during  the  same  year,  con- 

dsting  of  six  per  cent.,  deienred  and  exchanged 

stocks,  is  ......     $^135,000 

And  in  the  eveAt  of  eto<^  falling  below  . 

par  (thereby  impo«ing  upon  the  Com- 

Dussioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  an  eb* 

ligation  to  purchase  in  order  to  satisfy 
,  •  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 

'  lions  of  dollaia  for  the  reduction  of  the   \  t 

public  debt)  may  amount  to'  the  Air< 

ther  sum  of      -        -  '•     -. 


3,649,000 


Total  amotint  of  the  principal  of  the  ptb- 
Itc  debt  which  may  become  reimburse^ 
ble  dttriqg  the  present  year 


9^,775,000 


.     $9fiQ0,(m 


660.000 


9,660,000 


3,100,000 


Which  sum  it  is  also  proposed  to.  authorize  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  borrow,'  con- 
formable to  such  -bill  as  may  hereafter  be  reported. 
That  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1613,  may  be  esti-. 
mated   as  for  the  present  year,  at 
about        -        -     ^  - 
To  which  must  be  added  the  interest 
then  accruing  on  the  loan  proposed  to 
be  authorized  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year,  estimating  the  same  at 
.  six  per  cent.,  and  amoQnting  to      .  • 
.  Making  the  revenue  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided, for  paying  tlie  ordinary  expen-  . 
ses,  and  interest  on  loans  for  .that 
year  (and  leaving  the  extraordinar^r 
expenses  of  the  year  also  to  be.provi- 
d:ed  for  by  loans)       -        -    '    - 
That  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from/ 
the  present  sources  of  revenue  during 
that  year,  calculating  on  a  state  of 
war  during  a  greater  portion  of  the* 
present  year,  are  estimated,  (conjectur- 
ally).at     -        -        -        .     ^  .     .  . 

Jjeaving  a  deficiency  tc  be  provided  for 
by  additional  revenues  to  oa  received 
during  that  year,  of  -        -.       ^- 

Estimating  the  ordinaiy  expenses'of  1814 

as  for  the  present  year,  at  about' 
And  adding  ihp  interest  accruing  on  the' 

loan  proposed  for  the  present  year  .  - 
And  also  the  interest  then  accruing  on 

the  loan  which  in  all  probability  may 

be  necessary  to  cover  the  extraordi-  - 

naiy  expenses  of  1813,  and  which  it. 

woiUd  not 'be  prudent  to 'calcuUto  at 

less  than  eleven  millions  - .      • 

Making  t^e  revenue  necessary  to'  be  pro- 
vided for  paying  the  ordinary  expen-  • 
ses  and  interest  on  loans  for  that  year  ' 
(and  leaving  the  exVeotdinary  ex- 
penses 6f  the  year  also  to, be  provided 
for  by  loans)  -  -  -  -'  - 
Estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
.  ury  from  the  present  soiirces  of  the* 
revenue  during  that  year  at       -        - 


6,560,000 


9,000^000 
660^000 


660,0d0 


Leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  for 
b^  additional  revenuea  to  be  received 


during  that  year,  of  r 


-    f7;»o,ooo 


10,32(^090 


3,100,000 


Undf  r  ^is  prospeetiveSaefw  of  the  financial  siftoation 
of  the  Government,  it  became  in  thojodgment  of  liie 
committee  their  impeiious  dnty,  as  well  in  reforeace  le 
the  obligations  iueumbent  upon  them  fiopa  die  geooil 
trusts  with' wirich  they  were  dothed,  «a  also  in  defer- 
once  to  that^portien  of  the  .Mesaagie  of  the  Ftasident  of 
the  United  Stotes  which  had  been  spedatty  reAtnd  to 
thejir  oonshieration,  to  enter  as  early  as  poasihle  vDon 
a  system  of  waya.alid  means  ealcuiatad  to  providD  a 
i^eno^,  •'ioffictent  at  leaet  to  defiray  the  oAaaj  cz^ 
penaesLof  Qovemmen^  and  to  piy  tho  interaa  en  the 
public  debt,  inchtding  tlutt  on  new  loana  whii^  may 
&e  anthoriaed.*' 

Any  .provision  falling  short  of  tliia  mquisiiion, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  conunittee,  botny  an  iai- 
providence  in  the  Ootemment,  tending  to  impair  in 
general  character^ to  sap  the.foundaticms  ei  ito  cndk, 
and  to  enfeeble  ito  energies  in  the  proeecation  of  ^ 
contest  into  which  it  may  soon  be  driren  in  deiimee  of 
its  unquestionable  righte;  luid  for  the  repolaioB  sf  Isng 
oentiniled  and  most  aggravated  aggresaiona.  fiheald 
the  ruinous  system  of  relying  akogoCher  npon  tbe  aid 
of  Joan^i;  for  defVaying  not  only  the  extsnovdinaiy  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  and  suceeeding  j«an,  bat  tbe 
a  large  portion  both  of  the  ordinary  expenea  of  1^ 
Government,  and  the  intei^st  on  the  poblie  d^  in- 
chidiiig  that  on  new  loans,  besoffored  to  prevail,  and 
no  additional-  Mvenues  be  eeasonaMy  provided,  it  wJL 
Tosntt,  .that  the  loans  which  it  may  be  neoensiy  tt> 
authorize  during  th^  year  1813;  mnet  aaaooat  fa  ai 
least  $t7,560,000,  and  for  1S14,  to  f  18,310,000;  aa 
operation  which  by:thK)wing  iaXq  t^  market  so  laxgt 
an  amount  of  stock,  accompanied  with  no  adequate 
provision  for  paying  even  the  interest  noertiing  on  sack 
as  may  be  created^  btft  relying  altogether  upon  the 
decteasing  ability  to  bc^rrow  for  the  purpose  of^payinf 
sueh  interest,  must  have  a  mostunfavorable  effect  open 
the  general  price  of  public  stocks,  and  tho  oonse^nmt 
terma  of  the  ioa^s  themeelvek.  It  may  be  added,  that 
a  system  of  that  sort  would,  it  i«  believed,  be  foaad  to 
be  altogether  unprecedented  in  the  finaneial  hirtery  of 
pny  Wise  and  regular  G^emment,  and  ninst,if  yiciied 
to,  producOi^t  no  distant  period,  that  generd  state  of 
public  dvcredit  which  attended  the  natienal  finsncas 
during  the  war  of  the  Kevolution,  and  whidi  nothing 
but  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  ^ 
want  of  a  well  ozfanized  and  efficient  OownmeBt 
during  t(ie  period  of  that  Revolution,  could  at  all  josti^. 

To  have  withheld  from  the  public  view  a  foir  expoa- 
tion  of  the  probable  state  of  the  fiscal. concerns  of  the 
Government,  under  the  very  first  preaeure  of  artiVe 
war,  or  to  have. deferred  submitting  to  the  Hoose  such 
a  sfstem  as  in  the  opinion  of  the.  oonunittee  was  in- 
dispensable to  place  the  revenues  of  the  country  upon 
a  basis  commensurate  with  the  public  encendes, 
would,  in  their  judgment,  at  once  have  evinee4  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  nations  an  imbecility  of  action  and  ai 
f  design,  the  snecta  of  which  must  *  be  too  obviona  te  be 
mistaken.  And  as  it  rs^^ards  ou»  own  eoontiy,  would 
have  indicated  a  policy  as  fo4)le  and  tbmt-m^kltl  aa 
ii  must  have  been  considered  deceptive  and  disingsm- 
oiTs — as  unworthy  the'  rulers  of  a  free  and  enligfatesed 
nation,  as  in  ite  result  it  would  have  been  Ibnnd  iital 
to  ite  interesto;  iMid  paralysing  to  all  ita  cfibrts.  It  is 
obvious  th^t  th^  whole  amount  which  it  is 
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til  raiie  ^n  order  to  me«t  the  antkipaW  d^eit  of  re^ 
enue  fbr  the  ensuing  ye^,  is  indeed  <*  modante  when 
compared  either  witl&  the  popalation  afid  weaHh  of  the 
United  ^tatetf  or  witii  the  burden*  laid  on  European 
nations  hy  their  Govemmente." 

To  douht  iBither^the  **will  or  the  ability  "'Of  the 
jpeopleof  the  United  States  to  bear  such  burdens  as 
are  indispensable  to  this  end,  would  bo>  to  doubt  their 
diqKMrili6dB  to  meet  soiously  the  contest  which  is  pie- 
sented  to  thehi,  and  wovJd  go  far  to  jfNroTO.  that  it  h^d 
better  not  have  been  attompted. 

To  doubt  the  readiness  of  the  OovciBinent  to.  bring 
Mpromptljr  and  effideatly''  in^  aotioii  the  necessary' 
resources  of  the-  natioo,  wotld  be^  to  oast  a  ^diMrust 
orrer  the  sincertty  of  those  pied^  wUoh  they  hive- 
#0  recently  and  distinctly  giTon  to  -the  world  ia  that 
respect,  and  would<imply  a  suspicion  of  their  firmnes* 
or  forecast  not  for  a  moment. to  be  entertained. 

For  a  more  full  and  distinct  eluddation  of  the  gene- 
ral subject -wl^ch  it  has  become  tho  duly  of  the  com- 
mittee to.preselii  to  the  House,  they  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  letter  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  the  several  inquiries  made  of  Kim  by  their  order; 
.and  which  has  heie^re  been  laid  belbre  the'3otase ; 
concurring  as  they  most  fiilly^do  in  the  general  opin- 
ion expressed  b^  Him,  ^*  That  what  appears,  to  be  of 
vital  importance  is,  that  the  crisis  should  at  o^ce  Se 
met  by  ihe^adoption  of  .e£|oie|^t  measure^  which. will 
with  certainty  provide  means  cenimensurate  with  the 
expetise,  and  by  preserving  unimpaired  instead  of  abus- 
ing that  public  credit  on  which  the  public  resources  so 
emin^ptly  depend,  wiU  enable  the  United  States  to; 
persevere  in  the  contest,  until  an  honorable  peace  shall 
b&ve  bedn  obtained."' 

It  is  then  proposed  by^the"  committee,, that  the  ad- 
ditional revenue  whhsh  will  be  necessary  **to  defray 
the  ordmaiy  expense-  of  Ctovetmnent,  and  to  j^y  the 
interest  on  the  puMie  debt,  fticluding  that, on  new 
loans  which  may  be  authorised,''  should  be  immedia-. 
tely  provided  for  in  tbe/Sollowuig  modes»«ix:    « 

'    Ist.  AddiHonal  duties  of  imposts  and  tonnage,  , 

1st.  An  increase  of  the  duties  now  payable  by  taw  on 
imported  nmrchandise  calculated  to  yif  Id  a  net  rev- 
enue of    -        -  .      -        -        -    '    •     $2,500,000 

2d..  A  further  retention  on  the  amount  .  .   • 

of  all  drawbacks,  allowed  bylaw  on      .  ' 
the  exportation  of  goods,  ware^  aqd  ^ 

merchandise/calctdated  to  yield  a  net 
revenue  of       - "      - 

3d.  An  additional-tonnage  duty  on  Ame- 
'rieanand  foreign  vessels,  eajculated  to 
yield  a  net  revenue  of  .    -        -        - 

4th.  A  duty  oni.  all  salt  imported,  oalcu- 
iated  toyield  a  net  reyenue  of  •  - 


100,000 


809,000 


400^000 


Total  net  amotint  of  revtoue  estimated 
from  additional  duties  of  imposte.and 
tonnage   -        •       -      ••.-•.-. 


9.800,000 


,  fid*  hUemal  dutie»4 
1st.  A  duty  on  licensee  to  distil  spirito  from  foreign 

and-  domestic  materials,  calcillated  to  yield  a  gross 

revexMie  of.      -        -        -       ;-        -        9l^76>000 
5ld.  A  duty  on  licenses  tq  retailers  of  .    . 

wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise, 

including  tatern-keepe]^,  calculated  to 

yield  a  gross  T«veQue  of     -       *.        •  600^0 


3d<  A  duty  on  sales  a't  auction  of  foreigH 
.  merchandise  and  of  vessels,  calculated  , 

to  yield  a  gross  revenue  of  -  -  $150,000 
4th »  A  duty  en  all  sugars  refined  in  the 

United  Sutes,  calculated  to  yield  a 

gross  revenue  of       -        -.      -        -  8Q0,000 

6th.  A  duty  on  carriages  usedW  the 

conveyance  of  persons,  calcnlated  to 

.yield  A  gross  rev<$noe  of  -  -  •  •  150,000 
6t]b>  A  duty  4>n<  various  instrumento  of    - 

wrlling^  to  be  c(^<ited  by  means  of     .    ' 
.  stamps,  calculated  to  yield4k  gross  T4v- 

enueof    -        -        .        -        ...  450,000 

■f  •         '       .  *       "  •     '"    ,      ' 

Total  .gross  amount  of  revenue  estima^ 
ted  ^m  internal  dntiss    -.    ^       •        1>785,000 

A  direct  tax  to  be  liid  and  apportioned 
«nioog  the  several  States  according  to 
'  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitu*> 
tiofi, -gross  amoiuit  ^  '     ->^    --      -        3,000,000 

Total  gross  amount  estimated  to  be  re-      ' 
ceived  from  hitemsl  duties  and  direct 

\  ta^i^  whet^ihey  shall  be  effectuilly  or- 
ganized; (or  in  1814,)        -        -        -  •    .  4,735,^00 

Deduct  expense  of  assessment,  collec- 
tion, and  Ipsses,  jait  abou(  15  per  t^nt.         ■  700,000 

Net  amount  estimated  finom  intemad  du-  ^ 

ties  and.dfrect  tax  for  1814      .  -        -        44)25^,000 

Net  amount  estimated  from  additional 
duties  of  imposte'  and  tonnage,  inter- 
•  nal  duties,  and  direct  tax  fox  1814      -        7,2»6,Cl00 
But  whicd  on-account  of  th^  iifefifoetual 
orgmizatian  of  the  internal  ^duties  and* 
'  direct  talc  may  not  yield,  in  18 13,  that  ' 
•amount  by  a  sum  of         -      >        -  650,000 

Leering  tfacltf  net  timount  estimated  for 

•  1818       r-        •        -        -        -        -        6,575,000 

And  for  this  purpose  the  Committee  repommend  to 

the  House  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutiDns, 

•  /     -  *  ■      ■** 

VIZ?  ■  . 

.  1.  Ruoheir  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  'per 
dent  bo  made  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  .duties 
now  imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  iner- 
chandiBe,  imported  into  the  United  Stotea. 

8.  fUiok&iy  That  twenty^ve  per  centum  be  re- 
.tained  on  all  thedmwbacks  sllowed  by  law  on  the  ex- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported 
from  the  United  Stetes. 

3.  HeMolved,  Tha^  additional  tonnage  duties  be  laid 
at  the  following  rates, viz: 

1st.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  tyKen^  cente  per  ton  A  year. 

8d.  On-  all  other  vcMels  own^d  by. citizens  of  the 
United  6tet A,  twenty-five  c^nte  per  ton  ea  tho  entry 
of  the  vessoL 

3d.  On  all  foreign  vessels,  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  p^  toh  ojri  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4,  Jtesolvedf  That  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
be  laiil  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  States. 

^.  Resolvedf  That  duties  he  laid  on  licenses  to  distil 
spirits,  at  thO  following  rates,  viz : 
.  1st.  On  s^lU  employed^  in  distilling  spirito  from 
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foreign  materiab,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  per 
'  gallon  on  the  capacity  of  sdch  atills.-  -    .  ' 

2d.  On  stills  solely  employed  in  distiildig  spirits 
Irom  domestic  materials,  at.  any  distillery  at  which 
there  are  one  or  mote  stills  i>f  more  capacity  together 
than. one  hundred  And  ilfty  gallons  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
cents  per  galloii  on  (he  capacity  or  such  stiUs. 

dd.  On  other  stUls  safety  employed  in  distilling 
spirits  from  firiiiTy  at  ihe  rate  of  fire  dpUars  on  each 
still  a  year.  ... 

4th/ Ob  other  stills  isolely  emplonre'd  in  distilling 
spirits  from  any  domestic '  materials,  a^  the  rate  of  fi^ 
teen  dollars  on  each  stili  a  year.  > 

6.  Hesohed,  That  duties  Me  laid  on  lic^n^es  to  te- 
'  taiiers  of  wines,  spirits,  and  foreign,  mcrcJiandiBe,  iki- 
eluding  tareni  keepers,  at  the  Iblkming  rates,  viz : 

if  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  containing  moro'th^n 
one  hundred  fiunilies-r 

1st.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  i|iela<fihg 
win^s  and  spirits,  twenty-five  dollars. 

3d.  On  retailers  of  winea  alone,  twenty  doUaui. 

3d,.  On  retailers  of  spirits  alone,  twenty  dollars.    ' 

4th.  On  retailers  x>{  doibestic  bpirita  aione^  fifteen 
dollara. .  .      .    '       '  *     - 

5th..  Op  retailecs  of  foreign^  merchandise  other  than 
wines  or  spirits,  fifteen  doilkrsT 

If  in  any  other  place  than  ei^esy  town%  (ft  yOiagte, 
containing  more  than  one  hundred  ^milies-i- 

1st.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  iliduding 
wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars.  - 

2d.  On  retailers  of  wines  and  spirits',  fifteen  dollars. 

3d.  On«  retailers  of  domestic  spirits  -alone,  ten  dol- 
lairs.  .       ' 

4th.  OAxetfdlefs  of  foreign  mf^rchandtse  other  than 
wines  and  spirits,  "ten  dqllarv* .  ^ 

'  7,  fteaoivtdf  That  duties  be  laid  on  sales  at  ituction 
of  foreign  merehondi^^  for  every  Hundred  dollairs  of 
the  purdiase  money,  two  dollars ;  and  on  sales  a^  auc* ' 
tionof  ships  •t,  vessels,  ior  every  hundrjed  dolion'ot^ 
the  purchase  money,  twenty-five >cents.  .    •     * 

8.  Eesglifedy  That  a  duty  «f  foDhr  cents  per  pound 
be  laid  on  all  sugars  refined  fai  the  United  States,  al- 
lowing a  drawtwckonti^e  .exportation  of  tbe  same.^ 

9.  Reaokedt  That  duties  be  laid  oncarriages^used 
for  the  eoi^veyance  of  persons,  at  the  following  rates': 

Ist  On  every  cbach,- chariot,  ^nd  postchaise,  twen- 
ty-fiv6  dollars. 

2d.  On  fevery  phaeton,  and  on  every  coachee,  hav- 
ing panel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  fifteen 
doll»rs.- 

3d.  On  every  four-wheel  carriage  hanging  on  s|eel 
springs,  ten  dollars. 

*  4th.  On  every  foor-wheel  carriage  hanging  upon 
hon  or  wooden  springs,  and  on  ^very  two-wheel  oar- 
riage,  with  a  lop,  o^  hanging'  on  steel  or  ivon  springs, 
Avp  dollars.  , 

5th.  On  every,  other  four  or  two-wheel  carriage, 
three  dollars. 

10.  Resolved,  That  stamp  duties  be  ia^d  on  tiie  fol- 
lowing insti'uments  of  vn'iting)  viz :     ^ 

1st.  On  all  notes  payable  to  bearer  or  order,  issued 
by  any  bank  or  bank^s,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
dollar  for  every  hundred  dollars,  with  aft  option  to 
pay,  in  lieu  thereof;  2^  per  centum  on  their  dividends. 

2d.  On'  al)  notes  of  hand,  above  f^fty  dollars,  paya- 
ble to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  mere  endorsers, 
at  an  average  of  five  cents  for  every  hundred  dollarsl 

U,  Resolved,  That  three  miUions  of  doIlars.be 
liaised  by  a  direct  tax,  to  be.  apportioned  among  the 


several  States  agreeably  to  the  rale  preeoribed  by  the 
Constitntion.' 

18.  Resoived^  That  each  Slate  he  authorised  to  pay 
the  amount  of  its  quota  to  the  United  States,  with  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid  before  tile  assess- 
ment 48  commenced,  and  pf  seven  and  s  half  per  cent, 
if  paid  before  the  Ihx  becomes  due* 

13.  Rnohed,  That  all  thedatiea  aboTe  enuunated, 
and  the  tax  afbresaid^ehall  be  laid  mod  become  paya- 
ble only  after  the  United  States  ehall  have  become  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with-  a  foreign  Enropesa  natioa,  or 
shall  hpive  anthorised  the  issuing  ef  l^tos  of  margaa 
and  reprisal  against  th^  subjects  of -aat^  natioii. 

14*.  Retohed,  That  the  said  dntiee  and  tax  lUl 
continue  untH  one  year  aftto  the  oonotamm  of  peace 
xwith  sueh  foreign  nation  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Bac^on,  fVom  the  connnittee,  then  presented 
a.  bill  authorising  a  loan. for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
-^ —  nillioDs  of  dollars  ;-i|rhich  was.  twice  read, 
and  ebmmttted  io  a  CbminiUee  of  the  .Whole  oq 
Monday. 

THE  MILITIA.  \ 
The  House  tesnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fe^r  armii^  the  militia  of  (he  United  Sutes, 
when  Mr*  Glait^s  motion,vinade  to  reconsider  rke 
amend  men  C  which  had  been  agreed  to,  potting  ii 
in-  the  power  of  the  respective  States  to  disiritMie 
the  arms -as  th^y  thought  proper,  came  under  dis- 
cussion. Ii  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Macos. 
Smilie.  Stow,  FisC)  tmd  LIttle.  and  opposed 
by.  Messrs.  RoBEnT&  TallmaDob,  Widgeey, 
Rhea,  and  McCoy. 

Jt  was  .argueii  in  f^ror  of  a  Tecposidetation, 
that  this  amendifient  might,  defeat  the  object  c^ 
the  b^l,  whi<;h  was  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  <^ 
every  young  man  when  he.  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen ;  l£it  this  amendpient  phiced  it  in  the 
power^of'the  Stitte  Legislatures  to. lay  op  the 
arms  fn  an  arnMry^jor  to  pdt  them  into  the  hands 
of  a  farored  party.;  ioistea^d  of  arming^  the  n^tioa, 
the  arms  might  be  locked  ap  from  the  peo^;  it 
would  be  ann|ng  the  Gtoverbment  against  the 
people^  and  Oot  placing'  the  people  to  tsitnation 
to  defend  themselves  against  any  oppression  with 
Which  they  might  be  menaced  from  whaierer 
quarter  it  misht  come.  Allusions  were  made  to 
the  period  when  McPherson^s  .Blues  threatened 
the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philaddphia,  and  to  the 
Embarffo  times^  io  order  to  show  that  the  arms 
would,  be  saferw  the  hands  of  the  people  than 
laid  up  jin  atmories  by  the  States 

Against  the  r.e^onsideration  ii  was  contended, 
that  the  respective  State-  Legislatures  might 
safely  be  trusted  ^ith  the  pdwer  of.  distribQting 
these  arms;  that  they  never  could  be  stippoaed  to 
become 'the  oppressoi^s  of  the  people,  since  tbey 
Wjue  annually  elected  by^  th^  people;  that  the 
probability  wai^,  that  th6y  would  distribiite  the 
arms  among  t^e  citizens  in  sncb  a  mansar  as 
each  State  woald  deem  best  calculated  t»  reader 
the  militia  efficient.  As  to  the  instances  of  im- 
proper condpct  in  a  small  number  of  individnak, 
alluded  to,- no  danger  could  evet  be  apprehended 
from^  such  momentary  delusions. 

The  question  for  reconsideration  was  nega- 
ti'Ved-ryeas  62,  nays  62,  as  follows : 
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YsAs — Willis  AliCon,  Jan.,  William  Anderson,  Bnr- 
well  Bauett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge, 
John  C  Calboan,  Langdon  Che^ea,  Matthew  Claj, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Pearson  Goodwjn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  HaweA,  Jacob 
Hul^,  Joseph  Kent,  William  Id  King,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndea,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel 
McKee,  Aranah  Metoalf,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nei- 
son,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joeeph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickensy 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  HeUty  M. 
Rn)g«ly>  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jno.  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Saa^mons,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Suong,  Robert  Wright,  and  David  R.  Wil- 


Nats — Steyenaon  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, 
Abijah  fiigelow,*Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge^ 
Elijah  Brigham,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler^ 
EpaphroditUB  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis 
Condtt,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  £Ua4 
Earle,  William  Ely,  James  EmotL  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Obed 
Hall,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Abner  Lacocl^  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Robt  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron 
Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  MU- 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseloy,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  wUUam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,*  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Elisha  R.  J^ottSn-,- William  Reed,  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam  llodman,  John. Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Talfmadge^  .Uri  Tra<r|r,  George  M. 
Troup,  Ohai^les  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,. 
junior,  Laban  Wheaion,  Leonard  W^ite,  RobL  White- 
hiU,  WUliam  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  hill,  by- 
adding  a,  proviso  to  the  amendment  above  al- 
luded to:  ''Provided  such  direttiooa  shall  not 
contravene  the  provisions  contained  in  the  first 
sectiQQ  of  this  act."  [Which  directs  that  every 
citizen  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  shall  be 
pQt  in  possession  of  a  stand  of  arms.] 

This  motion  wav  negativecf^yeas  54^  nays  55} 
as  follows: 

YaAa— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Burwell  Baasett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  6lack- 
ledge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Gheves,  Matthew 
Glay,  James  Cochran,  Wiltita  Crawford,  Joseph  De- 
sha, Samuel  DqMnoor,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  BoUing  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent, 
WiUiam  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Mabon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Imel  Pickens,  William  PIp 
per,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Wm.  M. 
Richardson,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage.  Ebeneser  Seaver,  SamL 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  Wiffiam  Strong,  David  R. 
Williams,  and  Robert  Wright.    ^ 

NIts — Stevenson  Archer,  Ea^iel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  James  Breckenridge,  Blijidk  Brig' 
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ham,  WillBun  A.  Burwdl,  William  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport;  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
^harles  Goldsborough,  Felix 'Grundy,  Richard  Jadc- 
aon,  jun.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim, James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey* 
bert,  Daniel  Sh6fiey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Wm.  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  R  Hall,  to 
amend  the  section  b^  adding  to  the  end  thereof, 
the  following  provisio: 

'*  Provided,  That  the  regulations  made  by  any  State 
or  TeHitOry  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  cause  the 
arms,  to  be  takczi  care  of;  nx^d,  irom'  time  to  time,  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  repaired  and  put  in  complete 
order."  -  . 

Before  a  question  was  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, the  House  adjourned. 


'  Tuesday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thbs. 
Orr;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  *'  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  an  additional  mili- 
tary force  ;^  aud  the  amendment  being,  read,  was 
concurred -in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  on  the  hill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of  Wins- 
low  Lewis  his  patent  right  for  a  new  mode  of 
lighting  light-houses;  which,  being  amended,  and 
an  aj)propria^ion  of  $60,000  made,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  Porter,  a^eeably  to  notice,  offered  to  tho 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
nare  and  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  tha 
United  States  to  engage,  conmiission,  and  organise  a 
provisional  military  force  of  twenty  thousand  men,  in 
addition  to  the  force  already  authorized  by  law. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Porter  said,  that  the  resolution  did  not 
describe  very  de6nitely  the  species  of  force  pro- 
posed to  be  raised.  He  had  purposely  couched  it 
m  broad  and  general. terras,  to  prevent  any  em^* 
barrassment  to  the  committee,  should  one  be  ap- 
pointed,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  prepare  the 
bill.  He  would,  however,  submit  to  the  House, 
more  minutely  his  own  views  in  making  the  pro* 
position.    His  object  was  to  provide  a  rorea  aim- 
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ilar  to  the  one  proposed  to  be  ratted  by  the  first 
yolunteer  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations^  and  which  unfortunately,  in  his 
opinion,  bad  been  abandoned  for  one  of  a  differ- 
ent description.  His  wish  was  to  raise  a  tempo- 
rary for^e  for  immediate  service,  and  applica-. 
ble  to  any  military  obiect  wbitfh  the  Govern- 
.ment  misbt  feel  disposed  to  accomplish  before  the 
Army  of  25,000,  whose  formation  would  be  ne- 
cessarily tardy,  could  be  prepared  for  effective 
service.  He  wished  to  hold  out  an  hiyttation  to 
the  enterprising  young  men  who  compose  the 
Volunteer  militia,  who  already  possess  some  know- 
ledge of  military  tactrcs;  anq  who,  from  patriotic 
motives,  will  cheerfully  offer  their  services  for  a 
short  period  and  Tor  a  definite  object ;  but  who 
wilt  not  submit,  to  the  drudeery  of  a  camp  for 
five  years.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  his  object  was  to  make  the  services  of 
the  proposed  corps  contingeiit — Dot  to  be  employed 
unless  m  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  they  should 
be  necessary,  and  not  to  be  paid  except  when  in 
actual  service.  This  would  prevent  any  unne- 
cessary expense  to  the  Govern meot. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  his  proposition  would  be  met  in 
the  same  spirit  of  candor  in  which  it  was  offered. 
He  was  satisfied  that  on  the  success  of  this  or 
some  similar  measure,  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
many  of  his  immediate  constituents,  and  of  many 
other  good  people  of  the'  United  States,  werev  in 
the  event  or  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  suspended. 
If  we  could  repose  any  confidence  in.our  own  acts 
and  declarations,  we  had  alrea^dy  brought  our- 
.  selves  to  the  verge  of  such  a  war,  and  Great  Brit- 
ain is  by  this  time  fully  apprized  of  oUr  intentions. 
.  What  would  be  her  course  of  conduct  on.  the  oc- 
casion? Would  she  remain  supine  and  inactive, 
and  suffer 'her  territories  to  be  wrested,  from  herj 
and  kei  subjects  butchered,  without  making  ab 
effort  at  resistance  ?  No,  this  was  not  the  char- 
acter of  our  enemy.  In  the  numerous  wars  in 
which  she  had  been  engaged,  she  had  rarely  been 
known  to  give  the  second  blow.  And  if  we  con- 
tinued to  go  on  preparing  foir  war  in  the  good  na- 
tured,  desultory  way  we  had  hitherto  pursued,  he 
greatly  feared  ihat^  by  and  bye,  and  when  we  least 
e;?pect  it,  we  shall  receive  a  stroke  which  this  na- 
tion may  long  have  occasion  to  lament;  and  foi' 
which,  if  justly  imputable  to  our  tardiness  and 
mdecision,  we  could  never  be  forg;iven;  He  would 
not  accuse  any  honorable  member  of  apathy  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  but  he  feared  We  did 
not  realize,  as  we  oUght,  the  highly  critical  situa- 
tion in  which  our  measures  had  placed  it.  The 
businiess.of  making  war  was  not  to  be  trifled  with ; 
it  was  time  we  should  understand  each  other. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  the  honor  to  be  distinguish- 
ed for  making  high-toned  war  speeches.  He 
confessed  that  it  w^s  not  without  hesitation  and 
reluctance  that  he  had  brought  himself  to  con- 
sent that  the  nation  should  abandon  its  present 
peaceful,  and,  in  many  respects,  prosperous  con- 
dition, for  the.  uncertainties  of  war.  But  having, 
in  common  as  he  trusted,  with  a  large  majority 
of  the  House,  satisfied  himself  that  there- was  no 
ofher  course  to  pursue  consistently  with  the  es- 1 


sential  rights  and  interests  of  an  independent  aa- 
(top,  he  was  disposed  to  commence  and  prosecute 
war,  in  the  only  way  in  which  war  could  be  soc- 
cessfully  prosecuted,  with  vigor  and  decisioa.  If 
this  course  had  not  been,  or  should  not  be  pursued, 
the  responsibility  would  not  rest  upon  his  sfaoa]- 
ders. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  it  his 'duty,  unpleasant  as  it 
was,  to  repel  a  charge  which  had  been  made  aeaiast 
one  description  of  the  members  of  the  Hoase, 
and  in  which  lie  might  be  supposed  to  he  impli- 
cated. It. had  been  more  than  onee  insiooaced 
that  the  members  from  the  interior  are  most  eager 
for  war,  because  they  would  be  least  exposed  to 
its  calamities.  The  retnark  might  have  been  bet- 
ter spared.  It  was,  as  to  himself  at  least,  wboUy 
without  foundation.'  .His  residence  was  on  the 
Niagara  river,  directly  opposite  to  the  point  where 
the  whole  of  the  physical  force  of  Upper  Canada 
was  concentrated.  He  lived  within  reach  of  tht 
guns  of  a  British  fort;  and  no  man,  in  proportisa 
to  what  be  had  to  risk,  would  put  more  at  haz- 
ard than  himself  in  the  conflict  which  is  toeosoe. 
He  would  say,  too,  (not,  however,  by  way  of  beg- 
ging quarters  from  the  Canadians,  for  he  shoold 
never  do  that,)  that  he  had  many  valaable  friends 
in  Canada — men  with  whom  he  was  in  habits  of 
.almost  daily  intercourse^  and  for  whom  he  enter- 
tained the  ^warmest  regard.  These  men  kiKV 
that  the  course  which  he  was  pursoing  is  this 
House,  in  relation  to.  Great  Britain,  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  ht>stility  to  them,  nor  to  the  p^e 
of  the  Canadas ;  but  that  it  was  dictated  by  cfae 
same  love  for  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  hb 
country,  which  they  felt  for  theirs,  and  withoat 
feeling  which  he  should  be  unworthy  of  their 
friendship.  Under  such  circumstances  a  war 
^would  be  peculiarly  disti^essin^  to  him,  as  well  on 
account  of  the  exposed  situation  of  himself  and 
friends  within  the  United  Spates,  as  of  those  ia 
Canada,  and  with  whom  it  would  bring  bim  in 
collision.  But  he  should  feel  himself  do  worth  jr 
theconfidence  of  his  country,  if  he eooJd  suffer 
such  considerations  to  govern  him  io  a  peat  ques- 
tion involving  the  vital  rip;hts  of  the  nation.  The 
safety  of  himself  and  his  constituents  was  bot- 
tomed on  this  belief,  that,  in  case  war  is  indis- 
pensable, it  will  be'  promptly  undertaken,  and 
spisedily  terminated ;  that  it  will  be  honor^Uy.  at 
the  same  time  that  it  is  vigorously  coodncted ; 
and  that  it  will  not  be  disgraced  by  the  savage 
barbarities  aiid  petty  depredations,  which  too  often 
characterize  the  wars  carried  on  along  the  bor- 
ders of  n£i|fhboring  and  hostile  nations. 

Our  professed  object,  at  the  outset  of  the  war, 
was  to  attack  the  British  provinces;  and  here,  he 
was  ready  to  agree,  the  enemy  was  most  vulnera- 
ble to  our  power.  What,  then,  he  would  ask  tke 
House,  as  practical  men,  was  the  best  course  u 
pursue  to  attain  this  object  with  the  least  aeri- 
fice  to  ourselves?  He  possessed  some  knowledge 
of  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  Canadas^ 
which  he  had  derived,  partly  from -personal  o^ 
servation,  and  partly  from  the  information  of  r^ 
spectable  men  who  reside  there.  The  Bnii^L 
have  about  five  thousand  regular  troops  in  CLiR- 
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bee,  eonfioed  exdosiTelf  to  the  defenefr  of  that 
fortress.    These  they  dare  not  inarch,  in  ease  of 
war,  to  any  distanoe  ffom  Quebec,  lest  their  re- 
treat should  be  intercepted  t>7  a  force,  which  could 
always  be  raised  and  sent  in  from  tlie  ^ew  £i>ff- 
iand  States,  on  a  few  days'  notice.    They  could 
oppose  no  obstacle  to  the  ^ubjogfition  of  the  upper 
country.    Independently  of  duebec  they  had  not 
more  than  two  thousand  or  three  thou^nd  regu- 
lar troops  in  both  the  Canadas,  and  these  dispers- 
ed o?er^  a  country  as  many  miles  in  extent  as 
there  were  numberc  of  meb.  They  had  no  form- 
idable fortifications.    Most,  of  th^  efficient  force 
they  could  oppose  to  lis,  cppsisted  in  a  raw  and 
undisoipltned  inilitia  of  about  twenty  thousand, 
who  were,  in  every  respeet,  inferior  to  oar  own ; 
infi^riQr.in  arms  find  equipments,  inferior  in  dis* 
cipline,  and,-  he  might  well  say,  inferior  in  ijiaiiooal 
apirit.  No  reinforcement  could  be  thrown  ia  until 
the  St.  Lawrence  becomes  navigaUe,  which  will 
be  about  the  last  day  of  May ;  and  we  might  safely 
calculate  that  410  troops  would  reacir  the  upper 
country  before  the  first  of  July.    Would.it  not, 
thea  be  wise,  (if  our  object  really  were  to  occupy 
ther  Canadas,)  would  it  not  be  a  saving  of  blood 
and  treasure  to  calculate. on  an  in tasion. before 
the  time  we  had  mentioned?.  We  should  all 
agree  that  it  wouldj  bnt^  he  would,  ask  whether 
we  had  made  any  effectual  provision  for  enabling' 
the  President  to  take  such  a  course  ?    We  must 
attack  Canada,  if  at  all,  with  regular  troops  or 
Tolunteers,  or  both.    When  he  s^e  of  regular 
trooj)s  ii^  contradbUnctipn  to  yolunteers,  hm  Qieant 
by  the.formec,  men  on  long  enlistments,  who  make 
the  profession  of  arias  their  regular  business ;  and. 
by  tke  latter,  men  engaged  for  a  short  period  ana 
for  a  de&nit^  object,  although,  strictly  speaking, 
they  were  both  regular  troops  and  both  volun^ 
teers.  .  We  had^been  told  b^  some  gen|lea»eo,  that 
the  only  proper  force  for  this  porposewas  an  army 
of  regular  troops ;  that  they  were  more  effective 
than  Volunteers ;  that  it  would  be  a  wanton  waste 
of  the  best  blood  of  the  countrV  to  send  volunteers 
on  stteh  a  aerviee.  He  was  ready  to  agree^tbat  reg- 
ular troops  irere  better  than  volunteers ;  but  had 
we  got  them?    We  ha Ve* passed  a  law  to  r^ise 
tweBty-fiv6  thousand  Regular  troope^  bat  no  rea- 
sonable man  would  ?ay  that'  th^  could  be  all 
raised  in  time  to  effect  any  important  service 
during  the  present  year.    The  officers  were  not 
yet  appointed.    The  men  were  to  be  recruited  in 
erery  part  of  the  United  States,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia  and  Tennessee,  and  it  would  require  some 
months,  after  their  enlistment,  to  collect  them  to- 
other, aind  march  them  to  some  common  place 
of  rendezvous,  on  the  Enemy's  lines.    The.ques 
tion  is  not,  then,  the  abstract  4>ne,  whether  reeu- 
lar  troops  are  better  than  volootears ;  but  whether 
it   is  better  to  attack  Canada  with  volunteers, 
-while-we  bare  nothing  to  oppow  us  but  militia, 
ffreatly  inferior  to  our  own  ;  or  whether  it  Will 
be  better  to  delay  a  year,  and  then  make  the  in« 
Tasioa  with  regular  troops,.when  ^  shall  be  met 
not   only  by  regular,  but  by  highly  disciplined 
treteran  troops,  every  way  superior  to  ours,  and 
they,  too,  aided  by  an  improved  tnilitiaf  and  the 


fortifications  which  this  l^pse  of  time  will  have 
^iven  them  aa  opportunity  to  erect  During  this 
interval,  too,  we  should  be  exposed  to  the  miseries- 
of  a  to  vage  war  along  our  Western  frontiers ;  and, 
on  the  North,  to  the  predatory  ii'rupUons  of  the 
Canadians.  ^ 

Mrv  P.  said,  that  he  had  never  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  subject ;  and,  although  he  profess- 
ed no  skill  as  a  military  man,  he  could  not  hesi- 
tate ia  givihg  an  opinion  as  to  the  course  we 
ought  to  pursue.  Let  us,  said  he,  raise  .fi(teen  or 
twenty  thousand  volunteers  in- the  Northern  and 
Eastern  States.  They  may  be  easily  obtained  in 
eompaniss,  already  associated,  Armed  and  discip- 
lined, and  ready  to.  take  the  field  by  the  middle  of 
May.  Te  th€»e  let  us  add  six  or  eight  thousand 
regular  Uoops,'or  whatever  number  of  thetwehty- 
five  thousand  that  shall  then-have  been  imbodied* 
With  this  armv  we  may  overrun  Canada,  with 
the  exception  or  duebec,  in  a  few  weeks.  Let 
the  army  descend  to  some  point  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence between  Montreal  and  duebec ;  there  let 
a  military  po^t  be  established,  and  the  regular 
troops  stationed ;  there  the  soldiers  may  hsnre  time 
to  become  dexterous,  artillerists,  and  the  officers 
practical  engineers.  And,  whbn  they  shall  have 
acquired  a  competent  degree  of  skill  and  science 
in  their  profession,  and  have  been  joined  bv  other  * 
regular  troofis,  they  may  proceed  at  their  leisure, 
to  the  sie^e  and  reduction  of  Qruebec.  As  re* 
speots  the  injury  tp  our  enemy,  Q^ueb^  were  bet* 
ter  in  their  hands  than  in  ours.  When  its  com- 
monicatioa  with  the  interior  is  cut  off,  the  value 
of  the  Canadas  will  be  lost  to  the  British,  and 
duebeo  can  only  be  supported  at  the  immense 
eitpens^  of  sending  provisions  from  Burope.  In 
the.  meantime,  the  volunteers  may  be  detached 
from  the  Army,  go  into  the  New  England  States, 
be  there  reinforced,  and  proceed  to  Uie  attack  ot 
Halifax  ^nd  the  Eastern  provinces.  The  daoffcr 
suggested  the  other  day  bV  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  (leOrgia  (Mr.  TaoQp).of  proceeding  to 
Halifax^before  the  reduction  of  Gluebec,  does  not 
exist.  The  militarjr  maxim,  that  an  eaenur's 
post  is  not  to  be  left  in  your  rear,  does*  not  apply- 
The  distauiie  between  those  places  is  ser great,  the 
country  so  rugged,  barren,  and  inhospitable,  that 
it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  march  an  army 
from  oi^e  place  to  the  other.  Beside,  the  garrison 
at  Gluebec  would  be  always  kept  in  check  by  our 
army  stationed  above  it  During  the  whole  of 
this  time^  the .  recruiting  service  would  go  on  to 
supply  the  places  of  the  volunteers,  portions  of 
whom  would  be  successively  dismissed,  until  the 
whole  army  would  be  converted  into  regular 
troops. 

It  he  was  not  greatly  deceived  as  to  the  spirit 
and  inclinations  of  the  Northern  people,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  any  number 
of  volunteers  that  might  be  required,  on  the  short- 
est notice.  If  the  State  of  New  York  stooil  alone,  ^ 
unconnected  with  her  sister  States,  and  felt  the 
•same  disposition  to  take  Canada,  which  we  pro- 
fess to  feel,  she  would  have  invited  out  her  militia 
ahd  reduced  it  in  about  half  the  \ime  we. have 
been  talking  about  making  preparations  to  do  it 
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New  York  and  Vermont  will  farnifth  the  requisite 
oumber  of  men,  if  you  will  fairly  (^ve  them  the 
ioTiiation.  They  are  ready  to  offer  (heir  patri- 
otic services  jto  the  Qovernment  for  this  enter- 
prise; but  they  will  not  became  slaves  to  the  Army 
for  five  years. 

But,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  question  in  this  House 
was  not  so  much  whether  volunteers  were  the 
proper  force  to  commence  the  war,  as  it  washow 
we  were  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  services? 
Borne  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  they  eouid 
Dot  be  marched  out  of  the  United  States,  for  the 

{rarposes  of  offensive  war,  in  the  character  of  ml- 
itia^  but  that  they  iqust  be  organized  as  I'egqlar 
or  federal  trOops.  Other  gentlemen  were  of  opin- 
ion, that  they  might  be  marched  put  as  militia. 
And  those  who  held  the  latter  opinion,  were  again 
divided  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  they  qup- 
)K)rted  it. 

His  honorable  friend  from  South  CaroMna,  (Mr. 
Cbbves,)  in  his  very  ingenious  argument  on^  the 
Tolutiteer  bill,  had  not  only  most  skilfully,  but, 
he  was  fearful,  too  successfully,  contended-  that 
Congress  have  the  riffht  to  coerce  the  militia  into 
foreign  service.  Others  deniei)  that  they  could 
be  legally  compelled  into  s^ervice,  but  insisted 
that  they  might  be  employed  under  »  voluntary 
contract.  &fr.  P.  said,  be  had  given  hi^  opinion 
on  this  subject  at  an  early  stage  of  thejdebate  on 
the  volunteer  bill;  and  all  he  had  heard  or  seen 
since  had  only  tended  to  cdofirm  his  opinion,  that 
militia  cannot  be  employed  under  the  Federal 
Government  in  foreign  war.  After  the  able  dis- 
cussion which  the  question  had  undergone,  he 
could  hardly  hope  to  add  anything  to  influence 
the  sentiments  of  the  House.  But,  as  the  ques- 
tion wasalNmp<^rtant'in  deciding  on  the  proposi- 
tion he  had  just  submitted — ^as  the  adequacy  of 
the  forces  already  raised,  and,  of  course,  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  additional  one,  must  depend  wholly 
on  the  question,  whether  the  militia  volunteers 
can  be  marched  to  Canada,  he- would  make  a  few 
remarks  on  some  of  the  extraordinary  proposi- 
tions that  had  been  advanced  on  this  suoject  as 
Constitutional  doctrines. 

The  positions  advanced  in  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if  he  had  rightly 
qnderstood  them,  were  these:  that  the  Govern ^ 
mentof  the  United  States  partakes  of  the  two- 
fold character  of  a  federal  and  national  govern- 
nent ;  that,  in  some  of  its  features,  it  is  federal, 
or  a  government  of  States,  operating  indirectly 
upon  the  persons  and  propefty  of  the  citizens 
through  the  agency  of  the  State  authorities,  and, 
in  other  features  strictly  national,  operatiojg  di- 
rectly upon  the  people;  that  the  system  of  na- 
tional defence  ag^ainst  domestic  insurrection  and 
foreign  invasion,  intended  to  be  attained  by  means 
of  the  militia,  as  provided  ,by  the  Constitution^ 
exhibits  a  federal  view  of  our  Government,  and  is 
a  system  confined  exclusively  to  a  time  of  peace ; 
that,  in  time  of  war,  the  Government  assumes  a 
national  character  as  to«H  the  operations  and  pur- 
poses of  the  war ;  that  Congress  have  the  sole 
power  to  declare  and  wage  war,  and'  that  this 
power  involves  a  right  to  the  persons  and  prop- 


erty of  the  citizens  for  the  purpose  of  condocibs 
the  war ;  that,  havioff  a  right  to  all  the  physical 
force  of.  the  nation  for  the  purposes  of  war.  tre 
have,  therefor^,  a. right  to  tiie  militia  as  a  part  of 
that  physical  fbrce.' 

Independently  of  the  questiopable  propositions 
laid  down  in  thi$  argument,  his  friend  would  par- 
don him  for  saying  that  the  argument  itself  was 
not  logical,  inasfnuch  as  hia  conclusion  did  not 
follow  his  premises.    If  the  propositions  are  true, 
that  we  have  a  right  to  the  physical  force  of  the 
nation  for  the  purpose  of  carrying^  oa  the  war, 
and  that  we  ac{,  in  respect  to  the  war,  as  a  na- 
tional Government  vl^ithout  the  agency  o(  tlie 
States,  the  true  conclusioa  must  b^,  that  the  miV- 
itia  cannot  be  employed  in  war.     He  wished  to 
be  understood  as  using  the  term  war  ia  exaci\y 
the  same  sense  in  whi^h  it  bad  been  used  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  as  denoting  a 
state  of  avowed,  open,  offensive  war,  in  cootn- 
distinction  to  the  defensive  operations  assigned 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  militia*.  Are  the  mil- 
itia a  part  of  the  physical  force  of  the  national 
Government?^  No,  the  militia  are  the  ani6eial 
force  of  the  States.    They  ar^  the  political  iosii- 
tutions.  of  the  States.    They  are  officered,  com- 
manded, and  trained  hy  State  authority.    Tbey 
live,  move,  and  have  their  b^ing  by  the  politictl 
breath  of  State  authority,  and  the  verj  rooaeBt 
that  authority  is  withdrawn,  they  cease  to  exist. 
It  does  not  follow,  then.  that,  because  we  have  a 
right  to  the  .physical  force  ot  the  country  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  we  havje,  therefore,  a  right  to 
the  militia. .  But  the 'converse  of  this  comdosioa 
follows  from  the  other  ..proposition,  namely,  that 
in  regard  to  all  the  operath>ns  of  war  we  act  as  a 
national  Government,  and  State  anthority  is  not 
known;  inasmuch  asjhe  militia  in   their  organ- 
ized capacity  cannot  exist,  even  in  imafrinatioB. 
without  supposing  at  the  same  time  the  contiBirad 
existence  and  co-operation  of  State  authority. 
The  fair  conclusion  from  the  gentleman's  prem- 
ises is  the  true  Constitutional  doctrine  for  whick 
I  contend,  that,  if  you  use  militiamen,  who  are 
the  physioal  force  of  the  nation,  you  must  form 
them  into  federal  troops,  and  commission  them 
by  national  authority,  which,  the  gentleman  has 
correctly  stpite^,  is  the  only  authority   known  ia 
time  of  foreign  war  for  thcrporposes  of  that  war. 

Among  th^  difiipulties  with  which  the  gentle- 
man had  been  ot^liged  to  contend  in  tive  course  of 
his  argument,  he  had  been  met  at  the  threshold 
by  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  de- 
clares the  purposes  for  which  Congress  may  call 
forth  the  militia.    He  had  acknowledged  that 
the  Constitution  was  only  a  delegation  of  speei&c 
powers  for  particular  purposes,  and  that  all  pow- 
ers not  expressly  granted  were  retained.     He  bad 
acknowledged,  too,  as  a  universal  rule  of  coa- 
s traction,  that,  where  there  is  an  enumeration  of 
particular  powers  in  relation'  to  any  subject,  t't;e 
presumption  is  conclusive  that  all  similar  powen 
or  all  other  powers  in  relation  to  the  saa»e  sub- 
ject, were  intended  to  be  withheld.'   He  is  obliged, 
therefore,  to  concede  as  a  consequence,  that  the 
enumeration  in  the  Coostltiitioa  of  the  porposes 
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for  wfaieh  tht  militiftare  to  be  employed,  eicludes 
the  idea  of  employinsr  them  for  any  other  par« 
j>ose.    How  does  .the  get^tleman  avoid  the  force 
of  this  reasoning?    Why,  sir,  be  tells  us  that 
this  prorisioo  of  the  Constitutioo  is  limited  ex- 
'  elasiveiy  to  a  time  of  peace,  and  that  he  looks  to 
a  different  part  of  tbe  Constitution  for  a  right  to 
employ  the  militia  in  time  of  war.    Whence  is 
the  idea  of  -such  a  limitation  inferred  7     The 
phraseology  oi  the  Constitatioa  i«  general,  and 
IS  applicable  equally  to  afl  times.    Do  the  occa- 
sions on  Which  the  militia  are  to  be  <^lle4  out 
,  denote  ezclusiTely  a  time  of  peace  1    They  are 
to  be  called  out  to  ei^ecute  the  laws,  to  suppress 
insurrections,  and  to  repel  in^sions;    An  jnva* 
sion,  as  weU  as  an  insurrection,  or  an  opposition 
to  tixe  laws,  may,' according  to  the  gentleman's 
idea,  occur  in  time  of  peace,  or  at  a  time  other 
<han  that  of-  open  and  declared  war ;  but  he  nulst 
acknowledge  that  they  are  all  as  likely,  at  least, 
to  happen  in  time  of  war  as  peace. 

Our  ideas  of  the  militia  system  were  derived 
from  Great  Britain,  whence  we  received  ipost  of 
our  political  insthutione.  It  was  fair,  in  this  ease, 
as  ID  others,  where  we  iMlopt  their  terms  and  sys- 
tems, to  'look  for  definttione  and  explana^tions  of 
them  to  their  laws,  without  wbich  they  ate  gen- 
erally uointelligible; 

The  militia  system  in  Great  Britain  was,  placing 
4irms  in  the  hands  pf  all  the  independent  yeoman- 
ry of  the  country ;  organizing  them  ii^to  military 
corps;  training  and  preparing  them  for  efficient 
serrice.    The  objects  were,  to  defend  the  country 
against  foreign  inrasiton ;  and  to  protect  the  lib- 
erties of  the  subject  against  domestic  tyranny. 
The  functions  of  the  militia  are  regulated  by  the 
acts  of  Parliament..  They  are  to  be  employed  to 
execute  the  laws,  to  suppress  rebellions,  and  re- 
pel inTUfeione.    These  are  tbe*only  purposes  for 
which  they  can  be  employ ej,  and  to  these  they 
are  equally  applicable  in  time  of  waran(!  time  of 
peace,     xhey  cannot  be  used  in  foreign  war ; 
they  cannot  be  taken  out  of  .the  kingdom.    The 
provisions  of  our  Const!  tption- in.  relet  ion.  to  the 
employment  of  the  militia  were,  undoubtedly, 
suggested  by  those  in  the  British  statutes,  df^wbich 
they  seeok  to  be  a  transcript,  only  that  we  substi- 
tute the  term  '* insurrection''  for  "rebellion,'^  which 
means  the  same  thing.    We  have  one  peculiarity 
ia   respect  to  the  organization   of  our  militia. 
They  are  officered  and  trained  by  State  authori- 
ty, instead  of  that  of  the  General  Government, 
to  w^hich  is  committed  the  poWer^^of  peace  or 
war.     Why  this  precaution?    Not,  assuredly,  to 
make  them  a  more  effioient  military  force,  by 
dividing  the  command  among  the  seventeen  ia^ 
dependent  authorities,  but  for  the  obvious  purpose 
of  providing  a  protection  to  the  Slate  governr 
ments  against  the  encroachments  of  the  General 
Qo rernment.    It  \s  not  to  be  supposed,  then,  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  after  showing 
such    extreme  jealousy  towards  the  powers  of 
the  Oenerat  Government  as  is  exhibited  in  every 
part  of  it^  and  especially  on  the  subject  of  the 
mihtia,  would  commit  to  this '"Government  the 
sole  power  to  declare  war,  and  with  it,  the  entire 


control  oft  their  militia,  to  be  sent  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  If  the  militia  are  necessary  to  the 
protection  of  the  State  sovereignties .  in  time  of 
peace,  they  are  emphatically,  so  in  time  of  war. 
when  the  States  are  surrounded  by  foreign  ana 
domestic  armies. 

The  distinction  between  tlie  duties  of  miittta 
and  of  an  army,  is  simple  and  obvious.  It  is  not 
only  recognised  in  tbe  Constitution,  but  in  our 
bills  of  rights,  and  ip  public  writers  on  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  government — it  exists  in 
the  nature  of  thtng$^  There  are  two  distinct  pur- 
poses to  ^hich  the  physical  force  of  a  nation  is 
applicable — ^the  6ne  relating  to  its  safety  and  ex- 
istence, the  otherjregarding  only  its  policy.  The 
duties  of  nxilitia  are,  to  execute  the  laws,  to  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions.  Without 
this  power  to  effect  these  purposes^  Government 
could  not  be  maintained.  These  duties  are  not 
Qpttonal,  but  compulsory ;  for,  without  the  power 
•to  9ommand  their  services  for  these  purposes, 
society  would,  be  dissolved.  The  business  of  for- 
eign war  is  a  totally  distinct  thing— it  is  a  mat* 
ter  of  policy,  and  it  can  n^ver  be  good  policy  to 
prosecute  a  war  which  has  become  so  .unpopulari 
that  the  wJtole  peepniary  resources  of  thet^untry 
will  not  enable  you  to  hire  inen  to  carry  it  on* 
Tbe  services  of  the  army  are  therefore  volonlary* 
But  we  are  told,  that  the  right  to  employ  the 
militia  is  incidental  to  the  power  of  declaring 
War.  This  power  to  declare  war,  aided  by  the 
laagical  delusion  produced  by  calling  it  a  sover« 
eign  powerj  is  made  to  include  a  ru^ht  to  the  per» 
sons  and  purses  of  our  citizens,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  tbe  war.  The  idea  of  deducting 
powers  from  our  sovereignty,  was,  I  believe,  quo- 
ted from  tbe  works  of  General  Hamilton-r-a  man^ 
the  unceasing  labor  of  whose  political  life  was 
employed  in  attempts  to  break  down  the  Stale 
governments  and  to-  establish  a  menace hial  one 
in  their  stead.  .His  favorite  argument  when  he 
wished  to  extend  the  powers  of  tbe  General  Gov- 
ernment, was,  that  the  Government  was  sovereign 
all  to  all  the  Durposes  for  .which  it  was  established 
— ^that  wu',.(or  in8tance,.was  one  of  t^ese  purposes, 
and  therefore,  we  are  sovereign,  or  have  discretion- 
ary powers  as  to  all  the  operations  and  incidents 
of  war.  The  argument  raeaiM  nothing,  or  it  meant 
too  much.  If  it  only  meant  that  there  were  cer* 
tain  powers  delegated  to  us  by  the  Constitutiolk, 
and  that  these  were  sovereign,  it  meant  nothing 
as  an  argument  to  ascertain  -our  powers,  because 
the  Constitution  itself  would  always  b^  the  best 
and  the  only  criterion  to  determine  >  the  nature 
and  extent  of  those  powers.  If  it  was  meant  to 
confer  powers  which  are  not  delegated^  it  was  in 
direct  violation  of  an  express  article  or  the  Con- 
stitution. Sovereignty  is  the  power  to  do  as  we 
please.  It  is  a  property  which,  strictly  speaking, 
exists  no  where  but  with  the  Almighty.  As  to 
political  sovereignty,  whatever  of  it  exists  in  this 
country  rests  with  the  people,  who  alone  have  a 
right  to  direct  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
The  essence  of  sovereig^nty  consists  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  undefined  latitude  of  discretion.  The 
Federal  .Government  ia  perhaps  the  last  in  tlie 
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world  which,  can  be  caHed  sovereign,  beeaose 
there  is  none  whose  discretion  is  more  limited 
and  circumscribed.  If  we  are  soyereign,  this 
quality  is  the  effect  and  not  the  cause  of  our 
powers.  If  I  wished  to  show  that  we  Were  sov- 
ereign as  to  any  subject,  I  would  show  the  broad 
and  plenary  power  which  ,the  CoAstrtution  had 
committed  to  us  in  relation  to  that  subject;  and 
hence  I  would  infer  that  we  were  sovereign.  But 
I  would  never  resort- to  our  sovereignty  to  prove 
the  existence  of  powers  which  are  not  delegated 
b^r  the  Constitution. 

What  are  our  powers  in  relation  to  war?  We 
have  the  right  to  declare  war;  but  does  this  in- 
volve a  right  to  the  persons  and  purses  of  the 
people  to  carry  it  on?  The  terms  do  not  import 
it^  and  I  have  never  understood  it  to  be  so  con-, 
sidered.  The  King  o^  England  has  the  sole 
power  to  declare  war ;  but  he  has  ncrt  therefore  a 
right  to  the  persons  and  property  of  bis  subjects 
for  the 'purpose  of  conducting  it.  He  has  not  the* 
power  to  employ  a  man,  but  by, his  voluntary 
contract,  and  he  has  no  means  of  paying  his  sol- 
diers, but  by  the  aid  of  •  Parliament.  They  hold 
the  power  of  the  purse.  The  effect  of  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  is  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the 
Executive  and  to  change  the  exterior  relations  of 
the  country;  but  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
means  of  conducting  war.  These  means  are  given 
in  another  part  of  the  Constituiion.  They  are 
given  in  the  powers  to  raise  armies,  and  to  levy 
taxes  to  support  tbem.  The  idea  of  coercing  men 
into  foreign  service,  is  so  utterly  repoffnant  to  the 
eenius  of  a  free  Gk>vernment,  that  it  should  never 
nave  entered  into  the  imaginations  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  an  infringement  of  tbe 
personal  liberty  of  the  citizens,  which  no  political 
necessity  can  justify.  There  is  not  a  more  de- 
testable feature  in  the  tyranny  of  Bonaparte  than 
bis  powervof  conscription— the  power  which  he 
exercise^  of  compelling  his  subjects  ^to  fight  the 
battles  of  his  ambition  against  their  Will.  There 
is  not  a  more  odious  practice  under'  the  British 
Groyernmeot,  thanthat  of  ipi pressing  seamen  into 
their  navy.  1  call  it  a  practice,  becaus^  even  in 
the  military  Government  of  Great  Britain  they 
dare  not  avow  the  principle— they  dare  not  assert 
the  riffht  of  taking  men  without  their  consent. 
And'sball  we,  in  this  Republican  Government,  in 
this  land  -of  liberty,  assert  the  dbctrine  that  our 
citizens  may  be  forced  fiomf  their  families,  their 
occupations,  their  homes,  their  country,  to  carry 
on  foreign  war?  I  feel  no  apprehensions  o/  the 
practical  enforcement  of  this  principle.  When 
tbe  people  agree  tamely  to  submit  to  it,  they  will 
have  ceased  to  deserve  to  be  free. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  he  would  make  only  one  or 
two  remarks  in-  reply',  particularly  to  the  gentle- 
men who  contend  tor  the  more  palatable  doctrine, 
that  militia  may  be  employed  in  offensive  war 
with  their  own  conseat;  a^manvofthe  observa- 
tions he  had  already  made,  would  apply  equally 
in  refutation  of  this  doctrine. 

Our  notions  of  liberty  in  this  country  are  so 
extended,  that  we  are  some  times  apt  to  set  thenf  in 
array  against  the  law  and  the  Constitution,  or 


rather  to  take  them  for  \h»  law  end  the  Constita- 
tioa.  Gentlemen  seamed  indtgoant  at  the  idea, 
that  the  militia,  for  "whom  we  never  fail  to  express 
our  just  attachment  in  this  House,  could  not  go 
where ^and  when  they  pleased.  His  friend  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Joansoii)  had  asked,  the  other 
day,  with  great  emphasis  and  feeling:  '*  Whatl 
shall  not  a  freeman  be  permitted  to  serve  his  coun- 
try V^  -He  would  answer :  Yes  i  a  freeman  might 
be  permitted  to  serve  his  country ;  but  the  very 
essence  of  that  freedom  consisted  in  tbe  circum- 
stance that  he  could  not  serve  in  the  'manner  he 
might  choose^  but  in  the  mode  only  which  hasbem 
prescribed  by  law.  Our  liberty  was  that  of  the  law, 
and  not  the  unrestrained  indulgence  of  onr  own 
wills.  The  law^  have  assigned  certain  duties  to 
militia,  and  certain  other  and  distinct  duties  to 
the  army*  A  militiaman  might  join,  the  army— 
a.  whole  compaay,  or  even  a  whole  regiment  of 
militia  might  turn  out  together,  and  jagiee  with 
the  Government  to  go' and  Jfight  in  Canada.  Bar, 
by  this  very  agr^ment,  they  would  eease  to  he 
militia;  having  abandoned  the  propeir  bosiaeM 
of  militia  and  undertaken  that  of  the  army,  they 
roust  be -con  verted  into  Federal  troops.  The  dif- 
ference, between  hini  and  the  gentleman  was 
rather  a  difference  of  legal  form  than  of  substance. 
It  arose  from  not  attending  to  the  peculiar  and 
complex  structure  of  our  Gpvert&ment.  If  oor 
Government,  like  that  df  Great  Britain,  were  an 
integral  one,  and  the  army  and  militia  under  the 
exclusive  control  of  Congriess,  there  would  be  no 
diflSculty-^  simple  agreem^C  by  the  militia  with 
the  Govern  men  t.to  go  into  foreign  service,  wonU, 
in  that  case,  convert  them  into  regular  troops. 
But  the  militia  and  army  ace  commissioned  by, 
and  act  under  distinct  authorities;  and  if  tbe 
militia  engage  in  foreign  war,  they  must  pot  off 
their  State iiveries  and  assiUme  those  of  the  Gen- 
ral  Government.  Mr.  P.  said,  that  when  he  heard 
it  publicly  asserted  that  .the  President  was  dispo* 
sed  to  carry  on  a  national  war  with  militia,  and 
when  he  refledted  on  the  tendency  of  a  proposi- 
tion submitted  yesterday  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and.Means^  to  support  this  war  by 
State  c6ntributions ;  by  makine  requisitions  on 
the  States  for^xAoney,  instead  of  raising  it  by  the 
Constitutional  mode  of  taxation,  he  began  to  be 
afarmed  for  tbe  fate  of  the  Federal  Gfovemmenu 
He  feared  that  we  were  going  back  at  least  to  the 
old  principles  of  the  Confederation. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  nothing  but  his  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  proposition  he  had  submitted, 
and  of  the  importance  of  a  fair  understanding  oF 
this  Constitutional  question,  to  its  saccess,  eonld 
have  induced'  him  to  try  their  patience  on  th.is 
dry  and  exhausted  subject.  He  had  not  expected 
to  convert  gentlemen  to.  his  opinion.  He  had 
only  hoped  to  satisfy  them  that  he  had  reaaonable 
grounds  to  doubt  the  correctness  of-  theirs;  aad,. 
if  the  subject  were  deb btful,  to  persuade  them  that 
it  would  be  better.to  raise  a  force,  of  the  efficiency 
of  which  there  could  be  no  question,  rather  than 
to  depend  upon  the  militia  volunteers;  What 
would  be  the  situation  of  theJPresident,  if  he  were 
tft  send  the  militia,  even  by  their  own  eonseaa 
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into  Caaada,  and  they  should  there  refuse  to  cod*> 
tinue  in  service,  and  to  obey  the  orders  of  their 
officers  ?  Would  he  willingly  execute  upon  tbem 
the  high  and  capital  penalties  of  the  loartial  law? 
He  presumed  not.  He  would  not^ndertale  .to 
say  what  the  President's  opinion  was  on  the  Coo- 
stitutional  question.  He  had  heard  ii  .was  both 
ways.  As  DO  man,  however,  had  more  confidei^ce 
in  the  correctness  of  the  views  of  the  President  in. 
respect  to  the  powers  of  the  Qovernment,  or,  in 
bis  disposition. to  execute  with  integrity  what  he 
believed,  to  be  his  official  duties,  than  ne  had,  he 
would  pledge  his  reputation  that  the  President 
would  never  march  a  militiaman  into  Canada 
with  a  view  to  its  conquest.  If  he  were  correct 
then  in  this  conjecture,  what  force  had' we  given 
the  President?  We  had  made  a'parade  in  pass- 
ing laws  to  raise  twenty-five  chouitand  regular 
troops,  and  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  but,  in  truth 
and  in  fact,  We  had  not  given  him  a  single  man; 
and  yet  some  gentlemen  wece  complaining  that 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  had  not  re- 
ported ad^daratiOn  of  war^  Should  they  insult 
the  President  by  telling  him  to  go  to  war,.when  he 
had  not  a  man  to  fight  with  ?  Let  us  give  him 
an  efficient  force,  and  then  It  wilt  be  Ume  t'o  au- 
tfarorize  him  to  employ  it.  * 

The  question  was  taken  without  further  debate, 
and  the  resolution  was  fiegatived— yeas  49,  nays 
58^  as  follows : 

Ys  AS— •William  Andenon,  Stevenson  Archer,  David 
Bard,  William  Blaokledge,  WUUam  A.  Burwell,  Mat* 
thew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Gondit^  William 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  DiQ8moor,^lias  £arle, 
William'  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thos.  Gholaon,  Boiling 
Hail,  Aylett  Hawes,  Joseph  Kent,  W^.  R.  King,  Ab- 
ner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lylei 
Thomaa  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  Mc&ee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Orms- 
by,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants, 
jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Wm.  M.  Rich- 
ar^on,  John  Rhea,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons^  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  'Samael  Shaw, 
George  Smidi,  Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tar* 
ner,  jun.,  and  Robert  Wfaitehill. 

Nats^WiIUs  Alston,  jun.,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Baaeett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Ifarma- 
nuj  Blee<^or,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bredcenridge,  Eli- 
jah Brigham,  Williakn  Butler,  £!paphrodi|as  Cham- 
pion, Langdorn  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall, 
Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geo.  C.  Maxwell,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  James  Milnor,  James  Morgan,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Joeeph  Pearson,  Timothy  Aitkin,  inn.,  Elisha  R/  Pot- 
ter, Jofdah  Quincy,  Henry  M«  Ridgely,  John  Jloahe, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Geoi^e  M.  Troup,*Leoaard  White,  Wilfiam  Widgery, 
ThonuM  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright* 

So  the  ^esoluttoa  was  rejected.    ^- 


•     ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

'The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the' 
bill  for  arming  the  militia ;  w4ien  Mr.  B.  Hall'9 
amendment  being  uoder.consideration— for  liinit- 
ing  the  operation  of  the  amendment  which'ifiirea 
to  the  respective  State  Leffislaturea  the  power  of 
disposing  of  the  arms  as  they  may  direct,  to  the 
niode  of  taking  care  of  the  arms — 

Mr.  RoBERTe  said,  that  this  amendment  would . 
be  at  variance  with  the  one  already  agreed  to. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  likely, 
from  the  difficulties  which  attended  the  business, 
that  anything  could  Be  matured  on  the  subject  at 
the  present  session.  He,  therefore,  moved  tliat 
the  bill,,  with  the  amendment,  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

.  The  motion  was  negatived— yeas  35,  nays  62^ 
as  follows : 

*  TxAS^^Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Richard  Jacksoif,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Robert 
Le  Rot  Livingston,  Alexander  MelCim,  James  Milnar, 
JonaAan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  William 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Elisha  R  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam 
Seybert,  John  Smilie,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart, Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charl^  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Robert 
WhitehUl. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andenon,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  John  Bsker,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUUam 
Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  CalhoOn,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, lif atthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit, 
Itoger  Pavis,  Elias  Earie,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Fhrank- 
ttn,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gnm- 
dy,  BolKng  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
dufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoook, 
Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little^  Wm. 
Lowndes,  Aamn  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Mateon,  Geonrge  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  James  Morgan^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Henry  M«. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Daniel  Shefiey,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  George  M. 
Troup,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  B.  Hall's 
amendment,  which  vras  negatived— yeas  51,  naya 
55y.as  follows : 

YxAS — Willie  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Bui^ 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge^ 
John  C.  Calhoun,'  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Eaxle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Fr^k- 
lin,  Thomas  Gholson/ Peterson  Goodwyn,  I.  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes^ 
Jacob  Hufly,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lovmdes,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Morgan,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
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ftnts,  jr^  William  M.  Richardson,  8amuel  Ring^gold, 
John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  'Samuel  Shaw,  John 
SmiKe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adans  Boyd, 
Harmanos  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A. 
Bnrwell,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
jun.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Jas. 
Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  Q.  Moseley,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jc,  Elisha  R.  Pottet,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Wm.  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thos.  Sammons, 
Daniel  Shefiey,'Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Saml. 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  Robert  Whitehill,  WUliam  Widgexy,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

(f  The  question  was  now,  "Shall  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed for  A  third  i^adini^  ?  ' 

This  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Brioham  ttxid 
Pitkin,  principally  on  acconncof  the  fines,  &c^, 
contained  in  the  bill.  The  latter  gentleman  de- 
nied the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  any  fine  on 
militiamen  before  they  came  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  and  cited  the  act  of  1792.  to 
show  that  no  penalties  were  inflicted  in  that  law. 

Mr.  Macon  replied  to  them,  and  said  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  the  power  rested  in  Con- 
l^ress  by  the  Constitution,  **  to  provide  for  organ- 
ing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,"  In- 
duelled  the  power  to  make  suitable  provisions  for 
preventing  the  arms  from  being  made  away  with. 
It  would  be  stranp^e  to  say,  that  when  Congress 
put  arms  into  the  bands  of  the  militia,  they  could 
not  make  regulations  for  their  preservation  for 
the  us^  of  the  public.  The  reason  why*  nothing 
of  this  kind  was  provided  in  the  law^of  1792  was, 
Congress  had  not  then  put  arms  into  the  hands 
of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Milnor  spoke  a^inst  the  bill)  principally 
on  account  of  ^s  objectionable  penal  clauses,  and 
concluded  bis  observations  with  a  motion  to 
strikeout  the  fourth  section;  but  on  his  taking 
his  seat,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  ad- 
journ. 


Wedhbsdat,  February  19. 

Mr.  WiDOERY  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan- 
iel Co^well,  praying  that  his  losses  by  Spanish 
spoliations,  amountrng  to  $146,200,  might  be  re- 
imbursed to  him.— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  committee  appointed  oh 
the  tenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States  at  Knozville,  in  the  District  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  State  of  Tenaessee;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q.aiRC7,  t^e  several  petitiolis 


of  the  manufacturers  of  salt  within  the  Sute  of 
Massachusetts,  presented  the  eighth,  twelfth,  thir- 
teenth, and  seventeenth  of  June.  1809,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposio; 
a  system  for  raising  the  revenue  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  present  and  two  hUi^ceediog 
years. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  Fafrfaz  countf,  in  V/r. 
gioia,  heretofore  included  in  the  parish  of  Fair- 
fax, praying  to  be  authorized  to  sell  the  glebe 
lands  lying  in  said  parish,  and  that  the  proceeds 
thereof  may  be  distributed  among  the  inbabiiants 
of  that  parish,  in  the  portions  to  which  they  may, 
respectively,  he  entitled. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  appointed oi 
the  second  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  lor  the  pro- 
tection, recovery,  and  indemnification  of  Ameri- 
can seamen ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Comodittee  of  the  W^ole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Fcrei^ 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  sypplementary  to  the 
kct  to  raise  an  additional  military  force. 

.  Mr.  P^&aid  it  would  be  extremely  iacoaveniect 
for  the  Executive,  authority  to  make  all  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  officers  for  this  additional  mili- 
tary force  immediately,  for  want  of  proper  io/br- 
mation  on  fhe  subject ;  it  would  be  particniirlf 
so  to  make  all  OQ  the  safne  day,  and  it  wasa  rvJe 
in  the  Army  that  promotions  siiould  be  regulated 
by  the  date  of  commissions.  This  bill  provides, 
therefore,  tha't  all  appointments  made  during  tbe 
present  session  shall  bear  the  same  date,  li  wii 
intended  also  to  suppler  an  omission  in  the  lav 
respecting  thd  lig^t  artillery  and  light  dramas. 

Mr.  P.  wished,  if  there  wer<  no  oojectioo,  that 
the  bill  should  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  feading;  but,  Mi'.  Quinct  objecting  to  this 
course,  the  bill  was  committed  for  lo-monom, 

A  Message  was  deceived  and  read  /rom  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  covering  a  report 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  Bouse  of 
the  19th  of  December,  calling  for  a  system  of 
rules  aqd  regulations  proper  to  be  adopted  for 
training  and  disciplining  the  regular  troops  and 
militia  of  the  Unitad  States.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  repor 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  to  ili? 
act  of  1794,  containing  an  account  of  the  expen- 
diture in  the  fabrication  and  repair  of  arms  ia 
the  armories  of  the  United  States;  which  tbs 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  went  Into  a'  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shai- 
tuck.  After  some  discussion  on  the  report,  ibe 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  purchase  Winslow  Lewis's  patent 
right  fqr  a  new  method  of  lighting  Hgbt-hoosei. 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  B.  HAtL  sajd  he  found  that  considerable 
alarm  jba4  been  produced  by  the  report  of  (he 
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Comrnittee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to 
war  taxes^  whicti  tie  proposed  to  allay  by  the  fol- 
io v^iDg;  resolution : 

"  JUtoived,  That  the  Gommittae  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  inquire  i«to  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  .citisenA  of  the  seyeral  States  and  Territories 
,  to  fuTnish  for  the  seamen,  marines,  and  army,  of  the 
United  States,  the  various  necessary  articles  of  cloth- 
ing— the  expenses  for  ebthin|:,  ^c,  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  andTerritories  in  conformity 
with  the  Constitutional  principles  of  levying  a  direct 
tax;  and  whether,  and  how  fiir,  it* may  be  practicable 
or  expedient  for  any,  and  wha^  articles  of  provirions 
or  supplies  for.the  Army  and  Navy,  to  be  furnished  by 
the  cttixens  of  the  several  States  and  Tertitoriea,  in 
lieu  of  duties,  excises,  or  taxes." 

Some  objection  betog  made  to  the  referenee  of 
this.Teaolution^  Mr.  B.  Hall  said,  that  ten  nul- 
lioDs.of  dollars  could  be  more  easily-pciid  in  this 
way  in  Georgia,  than  two  millions  in  specie; 
why,  ^ben,  said  he,  not  suffer  the  people  at.o^n^e 
to  furnish  the*  articles  wanted,  instead  of  the 
money  to  purchase  them  with  7  It  woufd,  indeed, 
take  the  buaiiiess'  out  of  the  bands  of  the  con« 
tractors;  but  that  would  be  ko  loss  lo  the  nation. 
It  was  no  more  than  a  proposition  for  the  con^ 
sideration  of  the  Corarautee  of  Way^  and  Means. 
If  they  deemed  the  plaof  impracticsMe,  t&ey-wonld 
say  so.  He  hope<^,  therefore,  it  woqld  be  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  to  be  printed.     . 

ARMIKO  THE.  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed 'the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
when  the  question  was  taken  pn  Mr.  MiLNaR^'s 
motion  to  strike  out  the  fourth,  sec tion^ add  nega- 
tived, there  being  only  .twenty-eight  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Fitch  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  second, 
fifth,  an4' sixth  sections  of. the  bill,  with  the  view 
of  leaving  it  to  the  State  Leffislatures  to  make 
such  provi^onsfor  preserving  the  arms,  after  they 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  citizens,'  as  they 
might  deem  proper. 

Motion  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved,  to  strike  out  all  that^art  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  relates  to  fines, 
d&c;  and  if  this  motion  succeeded,  he  proposed 
afterwards  to  moFe  to  strike  out  the  ninth  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  leave  all  the  regulations  for  pre- 
serving the  guns  from  being  lost,  or  made  away 
with,  to  the  Sts^tes. 

After  soitie  debate,  the  motion  was  negatived, 
there  being  only  thirty-three  votes  for  it. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the 

bill- 
Mr.  Rhea  said:  Mr.  Speaker,th«sbin,  like  many 
things  in  this  world,  presents  itself  with  an  ap- 
pearance very  imposing  indeed,  and  in  a  manner 
almost  peremptory  demands  assent.  The  tule, 
viz:  "a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  promises 
largely,  but  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  bill 
itself  will  cast. the  darkening  shade  of  doubt  over 
the  promise. 
Several  attempts  have  beea  made  to  give  to 


this  bill  amendments,  by  which  a  Constitutional 
system  of  armiog  the  militia  might  have  been 
ootained,  if  the  original  law  to  which  this  is  de- 
signed to  be  a  supplement  had  been  faulty  ;  but 
these  attempts  have  failed ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  declare  whether  the  bill  shall  be  ehgcossed 
for  a  third  reading.  , 

This  bill  appears  to  be  one  of  that  species  which 
is  designed  rather  as  au  experiment  on  the  under- 
standing, and.  to  ascertain  to  wtiat  the  mind  will 
submit  in  order  to  obtain  one  favorite  principle ; 
it  contains  in  itself  the  cause  of  its  extinction;  it 
contains  one  or  two  rays  of  light,  but  they  are  so 
obscure  as  to  be  scarcely  visible. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,"  that  from 
'  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  ei^h- 
'  teen  hundred  and  thirteen,  each  and  every  free 
^  able-bodiedv  white  m^le  person  of  the  United 
'  States,'  upon  .arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
^  years,  and.  being  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  any 
'  one  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  Territories 
'  thereof,  shall  within  six  months  thereafter  been- 
^  titled  to  receive  one  stand  of  arms,  the  right  of 
*  which  ahall  beyested  inalienably  in  him,  and 
'  shall^not  be  subject  to  be  levied  upon  or  distrain- 
'  ed  to  satify  any  demand  whatever."  If  the  res- 
idue of  the  first  section  had  been  struck  out,  as 
was  proposed,  and  it* the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
.sixth  and  ninth  sections  had  also  been  struck  out 
of  the  bill,  it  then  would  have  containe.(i  a  system 
of  arming  which  could  have  been  uaderstandinsly 
and  Constitutionally  voted  for — bat  the  residue 
of  the  first  section  and  the  other  sections  alluded 
to  being  retained,. and  they  containing  a  series  of 
provisions  creating-  obligations  for  taking  oaths 
and  imposing  penalties  of  fines  and  imprisonments 
in  relation  to  the  stand  of  arms,  and  also  creating 
a  system  of  expensive  prosecution  for  recovering 
fines,  and  imposing  imprisonments  on  the  militia- 
man who  may  take  the  gun,  the  bill  presents  it- 
self in  a  shape  so  questionatd^,  that  however  de- 
sirable it^ma^  be  to  make  a  farther  appropriation 
to  arm  the  militia, )it  may  be  better-not  to  engross 
this  bill  for  a  third  reading,  than  to  engross  and 
pass  it,  so  that  thereby  an  evil  may  be  warded  off 
from  the  militiaman,  which  may  be  more  than  a 
balance  for  the  benefit  he  will  have  by  receiving 
the  offered  gun  of  the  United  States  thei^by. 

This  bill  contains  a  kind  of  dilemma,  catching 
at  either  an  afii^rmative  or  a  negative  vote.  If  a 
negative  vote  is  given,  immediately  an  exclama- 
tion is  heard,  ^'^o  then  you  are  opposed  to  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  !"  And  if  an  affir- 
mative vote  is  ^tven'.  it  may  then  be  urged  "  if 
you  really  did  intend  to  give,  a  gun  to  me  to  be 
my  own  inalienably,  why  did  you  load  the  gift 
with  penalties,  fines,  and  imprisonment,  and  even 
In  certain  cases,  provide  that  I  shall  be  compelled 
(0  return  the  gun  to  you,  as  is  provided  for  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  bill^?"  Such  is  the  bill— and 
who  of  us  would  advise  an  independent  young 
militiaman  to  receive  a  gup  on  the  terms  pro* 
posed,  and  thereby  subject  himself  to  fines  and 
imprisonment,  about  a  gun ;  a  gun,  too,  which,  if 
like  some  heard  o£^  would  be  good  for  little,  and 
as  likely  to  woun^  himself  at  the  first  discharge 
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as  otherwise  ?  It  is,^  indeed,  UD fortunate  that  the 
principle  of  armiDg  the  militia,  had  Dot  been 
presented  in  its  own  plain  dress,  unadorned  with 
the  thorny  trappings  of  fines  and  imprisontnents, 
and  in  sach  manner  that  the  regulations  for  dis- 
tributing the  arms  had  been  left  for  the  conside- 
ration 6f  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
respectivefy.    .     ' 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  certainly 
cannot  be  construed  to  intend  that  Congress  shall 
go  to  arm  the  militia  iQ  the  manner  proposed,  and 
under  a  system  of  fines  and  imprisonment. 
-  By  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  power  js  given  to  Congress- "to 
provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia."  Tne  Words  expressing  the  delegated 
power  -afe  not  ^^to  organize,  arm,  and  discipline 
th€  militia.^'  Had  these  active  words  been  used, 
the  power  given  would  have  been- immediate  and 
direct ;  Congress  then  would,  in  a  consolidating 
point  of  view,  have  been  the  sole  agfent.  But  thb 
power  was  guarded  against,  and  the  words  "  to 
provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,"  were  used — words  which  do  evidently 
relate  to  an  agent  other  than  Congress;  and  that 
the  power  given  ro  Congress  was  only,  in  this 
case,  to  provide  ihearmsj  reserving  to  the  several 
States  the  distribution  ol  the  arms  to  the  militia, 
under  sueh  regutatidns  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  Slates  may  adopt. 

We  contend;  said  Mr.  R..  that  the  militia  are 
regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  respective  States, 
excepting  the  mere  rules  of  discipline  which  Con- 
gress may  prescribe,  for  that  part  of  the  militia 
that  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  This  appears  to  be  the  true  -intent  and 
meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitution ;.  and 
will  be  more  manifest  when  the  whole  clause, 
which  is.  in  tbe  following  words/ is  considered: 
The  Congress  shall  hare  power  "  to  provide  for 
^  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia, 
'  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
^  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  re- 
'  serving  to  the  States  respectively  the  appoint- 
^  ment  of  the  ofiicers  and  the  authority  of  training 
*  the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
'  by  Copgress."  Here  it  appears,  that  although 
the  first  part  of  the  clause  gives  power  to  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  disciplining  the  militia,  that 
part  is  limited  and  explained  by  the  latter 'part  of- 
the  clause,  by  which  the  authority  of  training  the 
militia,  according  io  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress,  is  reserved  to  th^. States.  The  power, 
then,  to  provide  for  discipliiiing  the  militta,  given 
to  Congress,  means  no  morethata  to  prescribe  the 
discipline,  and  to  the  States  respectively  is  reserv- 
ed the  power  of  training  the  militta  according  to 
the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress.  In  this 
manner  is  the  power  to  provide  for  organizing 
and  arming  the  militia;  that  is,  the  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia, 
but  to  the  States  is  reserved  the  power  of  distrib- 
uting the"  arms,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations 
relative  thereto. 

This  construction,  which  flows  frem  the  very 
terms  of  the  claose,  goes  to  prevent  all  difficulty 


that  might  arise  on  this  subject  betweea  the  Uni- 
ted Stfites  and  the  several  States.  By  this  con- 
struction, the  line  of  difference  between  the  dele- 
gated and  reserved  powers  is  clearly  described 
and  drawn,  so  that  he  who  runs  may  read. 

This  bill,  in  the  first  instance,  pretends  freely 
and  graciously  to^ive^and  inalienably  too.  a  gun 
to  a  young  militiaman,  eighteen  years  of  age, 
just  enrolled  on  the  muster-list,  or  six  monifis 
thereafter.  Why  Ihiis  limitation  of  time?  If 
the  ^un  is  really  intended  to  be  given,  why  not 
eive  It  at  any  time,  without  limitation  \  Bm  this 
free  gift  of  a  gun  is  loaded  with  pienalties  of  &Qes 
and  imprisoBments,  which  may  cause  the  militia- 
man tQ  refuse  the  gun.  And  if  the  bill  shall  be 
a  law,  and  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  shall  here- 
after be'asked  by  any  militiaman  in  Tennessee. 
relative  to  his  laking  the  gun  under  such  penal- 
ties, I  certainly  would  answer.  No,  do  not  uke  the 
^un,  but  go  and  buy  a  gun  for  yourself}  and  be 
independent. 

In  I'espect  to  the  penalties  preacribed  by  the  hiH, 
it  is  argued,  that  penalties  of  fines  and  icopdjoik- 
ments  are  necessary  to'.preserve  the  ^un.  This 
is  bottomed  on  a  supposition  that  militiamen  ire 
careless  or  fraudqlent.  This  very  idea  will  event- 
ually hinder  the  acceptance  of  the  gun  by  every 
young  militiaman  possessed  pf^asoul  of  honor 
and  magnanimity;  his  language  will  be:  Yoo 
ihave  talked  much  about  giving  ode  a^an  and  yoa 
have  made  a  law  about  it ;  but  if  you  intended  to 
have  really  given  the  |;un  to  me,  wby  did  yoa 
load  the  gun  with  penalties  of  fines  and  impris- 
onments. I  cannot  agree'  to  take  this  gun.  and 
be  so  very  dependent ;  and  will  wait  until  I  can 
purchase  a  gun  for  myself,  aftd  if  yoa  do  call  me 
out  into  actual  service  in  the  field  you  will  fur- 
nish me  with  a^uh. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  arming  the  mi- 
litia ;  he  had  heretofore  by  his  vote  sapported  the 
principle  of  arming  the  militia;  he  was  still  in 
favor  of  arming  them  ^  he  had  endeavored  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  it  what  be  considered 
would  have  been  a  Constitutional  form,  bni  did 
not  succeed  ;  he  would  therefore  voteagainst  en- 
grossing the  bill ;  that  vo.te  would  be  given  with, 
pain,  but  however  paipful,  he  deemed  it  better  so 
to  do  than  to  infringe  the  ^ State  sorereignties  in 
relation  to  the  militia  by  this  kind  of  consolida- 
ting mode.  If  this,  however  is  fiegatived,  there 
is  still  an  annual  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  going  on  to  arm  the  militia. 

Mr.  Wheaton  gave  his  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill.  After  which,  the  question 
was  takep  and  carried — yeas  53,  nays  48,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TKi.8 — WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  Wilfiam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  WiUiam  Butler,  Tisngdon  Cheves,  Mattbeir 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  WiUiam  Craw- 
ford, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  DinsmooryMeshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas .  Gholson,  Charles  'Goldsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bollmg  Hall,  Obed  fiali,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Laopdc,  J6seph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  WiUiam 
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Lowiuies,  AfMB  L|le,  N&thaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  8am«ol  McKoe,  James  Mor^ 
gan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  NeW) 
Thomas  Newbold,  Joeeph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Henry  H.  Ridgely,  Bainnel  Ring- 
gold, John  Roane, '  Ebeneser  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw, 
George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Xi.Ts— David  Bsxd,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  El^ah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  CUhoon,  Epaphrodttus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  EKas 
Earie,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  WiHiam  Findley, 
James  fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ri<diard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Ken^  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Alexander  McKim,  Aninah  Mdt- 
calf,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  WBliam 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,\  Benjamin  Pond,  Willilim 
Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  W^liam  Rod- 
man, Ebeneier  Seaver,  John 'Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
John  Smifie,  WiDianr  Sttong,  Lewis  B.  StqrgM,  Sam- 
ael  Taggart,' Benjamin  TallmadgiH  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Tnnief,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlanfit,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White^  Roben  WhilehiU,  and  Wm.  Widgery. 


TfiTVitsDAY,  Febrtery  1^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GoLiKthe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  discharged  from  the  cansideratioa 
of  the  petition  .6f  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Oriskany  MahuTactuciDg  Company,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures.- 

Mr.  MoKec,  from-  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  whicb  re- 
lates to  Indian  affairs,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  late  campaign  oh  the  Wabash ;  which  was 
read  twice, and  committed  to  a  Cummittee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindext£r, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  confirming  all- claims  to  land  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey 
granted  by  the  Spanish  Government  of  Louisiana, 
and  not  confirmed  by  former  laws  regulating  the 
grants  of  llmd«  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States >outh  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee;  provided  the  gcaatee,  or  the  legal 
representative  of  the  grantee,  residea  at  this  time 
in«aid  Territory,  and  the  evidence  of  the  claim 
has  ht%n  regularly  filed  with  the  Registers  of  the 
Laod  Offices  east  arid  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  I'e** 
ported  by  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
-agreeably  to  law;  and  that  the  commrttee  have 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States  at  Knoz« 
TiUe,  in  the  District  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,- was  read  tlie  third  time,  and 
passed.' 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Trus- 
tee of  the  Georgetown  Lancastrian  School ;' 
which  was  amended,  reported  to  the  House,  Und 
•rderad  to  be  engroned  lor  a  third  reading. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  giving  further  time  for  re- 
gistering claims  to  lands  in  the  western  district 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  which,  having  been 
amended,  was  reported  to  the  House,  and^ordered 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  oh  the  bill  concernfinirthe  Levy  Court 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  ofQolumbia.  The 
bill  passed  through  eomnrittee  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  &r  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  a  further  appropriation 
for  repairing  and  conipfeting  the  buiidinff  pur- 
chasea  for  the  accommodatioQ  of  tlie  General  rost 
Office  and  Patent  Office.'  [The  bill  proposes  an 
Additional  appropriation  of  thirteen  thousand  and 
odd  dollars  tor  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  the  sreat 
liotel  in  this  city  for  the  use  of  these  offices.} 

After  some  conversation  on  the  detail  of  the 
bill,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  the  third. time  on  Monda|r  next. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS.  ^ 

Mr.  RiooELY;  from  the  committee  to  whom 
W£re  referred  the  several  memorials  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dels* 
ware  Canal  Compitnyt  of  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
01  New  York,  respectinj^  a  canal  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  the  Hudson  nver,  made  the  fbllowing 
report: 

That  they  coasider  the  improvement  of  the  internal 
navigation  of  the  United  Stated,  by  means  of  the  canals 
contemplated  by  the  said  comp^niek  and  the  State  .of 
New^York,  of  great  national  importance,  and  well 
meriting  the  patronage  and  aid  of.  the  Gjeneral  Gov^ 
ernmeht  That,  under  this  impression,  the  committee 
have  paid  particniar  attention  to-  the  sttbjectpffiatter.of 
the  said  memorials,  and  have  felt  the  strongest  dispo* 
sition  to  report  &voiably  to  the  petitioners..  Tha 
committee,  howaver,  lament  that  the  inauspicious  sit* 
-uation  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  our  foreign 
relattons,  renders  it.  In  their  opinion,  improper,  at  the 
present  time,  to  grant  that  effectual  aid  to  the  undei>- 
taking  to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled.  They, 
therefore,  under  these  curcnmstances,.  submit  the  fol* 
lowing  resolution,  vviz: 

'  Reiolvedy  That  the  state  of  the  public  finances  and 
resources,  and  present  embarrassed  situation  of  the 
oountrv,  render  it  inexpedient  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  make  a  donation  in  land  or  money> 
at  the  present  time,  for  die  purpose  of  ejecting  the 
objects  contemplated  in  said  memorials. 

TaxASuaSr  Dxr AaTXXirT, ^on.  6,  18 II. 
Bin:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  answers  to  the 
queries  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  38th  ultimo,  and 
also  the  coot  of  a  report  on  the  same  subject,  made  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1818,  in  pbedience  to  a  resolution  of 
Uie  Senate  of  the  2d  of  Mardi,  1807. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir»  your 
obedient  servant,       '     .      ' 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
'  Hon.  H.  M.  RiBoxlT,  CAotrmeM,  4«. 
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Anawera  to  the  queries  proposed  by  the  committee,  to 
'whom  were  referred  the  "  memorial  of  the  President 
and  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  the  aid  and  patronage  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  in  accomplishing  the  extensive  and 
useful  works  in  which  they  are  engaged/'  &c 

TsiAstrsT  DspABTicxjrT,  Jan,  6,  1812. 

1st  Query.  <*  WHl  the  stato  of  the  finances  ^of  the 
United  States  adiAit  of  the  application  of  public  moneys 
to  the  improvement  of  the  country  by  means  of  canal 
and  inland  navigation  ?" 

Answer.  The  state  of  the  finances  of  the  United 
States  does-  not^  at  this  time,  permit  the  supplication  of 
public  moneys  to  any  new  objecti  of  improvement 
The  revenue  is  at  present  considerably  lees  than  the 
annual  public  expenses. 

2d  Query.  "  It  the  state  of  the  finances  will  not  ad- 
mit of  peduniary  aid  being  afforded  by  the  Government, 
can  any  other  resources  be  ifpplied  to  these  objects 
without  interfering  with  the  national  engagements  or 
the  public  exigencies  1  If  so,  I  am  desired  to  request 
that  you  will  specify  them,  and  the  mode  of  application, 
6o  as  to  promote,  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  these 
impoitant  objects,  ai^d  to  diffuse  the  benefits  arising 
therefrom  as  generally  as  possible  among  the  several 
States."- 

Answer.  A  portion  of  the  public  lands  may  be  se- 
iectedy  and  its  proceeds  appropriated  to  these  objects, 
without  causing  any  sensible  diminution  of  the  revenue 
arising  firom  that  sounce,  and,  therefore,  without  inter- 
fering with  the  national  engagements  and  public  exi- 
gencies. It  is  only  necessary,  for  that  purpose,  that 
the  tract  pr  tracts  of  land  thus  selected,  should  be  with- 
out the  boundaries  of  the  land  districts  already  estab- 
lished by  law,  so  that  the  annual  sales  in  those  districts, 
and  the  payments  into  the  Treasury,  which  oMistitute 
the  existing  land  revenue,  may  not,  in  any  degree,  be 
affected  by  the  contemplated  appropriation. 

The  quantity  of  land  set  apart  for  that  purpose  should 
be  sufiieien]t  to  produce,  when  sold,  a  sum  equal  to  that 
which  Congress  intends  to  apply  to  these  objects ;  and 
the  States,  companies,  or  trustees  under  whose  direc- 
tion the  several  works  will  be  executed,  should  be  au- 
thorized to  sell,  from  tLmtf  to  time,  at  th6  price  limited 
by  law,  such  portions  of  the  land  as  will  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  wor^.  The  proceeds  or 
the  sales  might  be  anticipated  by  authorizing  loans,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the.  lands  appro- 
priated, and  made  reimbursable  at  distant  periods ;  in 
which  case  the  faith  of  the  United  States  might  also 
be  pledged  for  the  reimbursement  of  such  parts  of  the 
principal  of  such  Joans  as  oouM  not  be  discharged  out 
pf  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands ;  the  residue  of 
the  lands  then  remaining  unsold  reverting,  in  that  case, 
to  the  United  States. 

3d.  Query.  "  Will  the  projected  canal  from  the 
Great  Lakes  to  the  tide-waters  of  the  Hudson  tend  to 
raise  the  price  of  the  public- landst  facilitate  the  means 
of  payment  for  them,  and  arrest  the  illicit  trade  which 
is  now  practised  with  a  neighboring  nation,  and  by 
^ioh  the  public  revenue  is  greatly  diminished  1" 

Answer.  A  canal  uniting  Lake  Brie  with  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Hudson,  or  any  other  Atlantic  river,  can- 
not fail  ta  enhance  the  value  of  all  the  public  lands 
adjacent  to  the  Great  Lakes,  or  otherwise  so  situated 
that  their  inhabitants  may  use  thst  navigation  for  the 
transportation  of  produce  or  merchandise.  For  the 
same  reason  it  wiH  be  giving  access,  en  cheaper  terms, 
to  a  better  market,  juid  facilitate,  to  a  cMun  degn^ 


the  veans  of  paying  fiir  the  lande  th«s  ntnated.  It  is 
not  believed  that  the  canal  would  materimUy  aircfll  (ha 
illicit  tnde  from  Canada. 

4th  Queiy.  *'  What  are  ib»  ideas  of  the  SmmUij 
of  the  Treasusy  as  to  a  general  system  of  improvemcBt 
by  canals  add  opening  of  the  rivers,  mod  «b  to  the 
means  of  effecting  it  within  the  povrer  of  the  Genefti 
GovfemmentV 

.  Answer.  In  a  report  made  on  the  4tlio'f  Apn/»  1818, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  e/ id  Mareh, 
1807,  the.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submitted  tbe  gen- 
eral outlines  of  a  plan  to  that  effect.  To  this  he  begs 
leave  respectfully  to  refer.  Although  the  detttki  nnstv 
in  many  respects,  be  incorrect,  and  several  importaBt 
objects,  may,  for  want  of  information,  haTe  been  onufe- 
ted,  his  opinion  continues  the  s^me  with  respect  to  the 
general  principles  of  the  plan.  It  is  still  b^ieved  that 
a  system  of  imprpveuent,  embracing  all  the  iBpoirtaal 
communications  pointed  out  by  the  great  geographical 
features  of  the  country,  and  also  .such  other  local  ob> 
jecte  as  it  may  b,e  necessary  to  inclode,  in  oste  Is 
equalise,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  benefiU  of  the  plaa, 
would  have  .a  most  powerful  effect  toward^  prooetiDg 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  coiusolioatiBg  tWi 
interesU  of  the  most  remote  quarters  of  the  Unian. 
The  modifications  which  existing  circilmstances  render 
necessary,  in  the  maimer  of  applying  the  reeonroei  of 
the  United  States  to  that  important  object,  have  al- 
ready been-  suggested  in  the  answer  to  the  seorad 
'query.    Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  GALLATDf. 

,  Mr.  RiDGELT  movei  that  this  report  be  com- 
mitted, printed,  and  made  the  ocder  foi  Monday. 

Mr.  Bur  WELL  wished  the  sense  of  the  House 
to  be  DOW  taken  upon  this  report — he  disagreed 
with  it  entirely.  He  had  always  been  in  faTorof 
a  general  system  .'of  nafigation.  and  thought  a 
portion  of  the  public  lands  might  be  well  employ- 
ed in  this  wajr.  He  wished  the  vote  to  be  takea 
now,  because  if  the  report  was  disagreed  to,  the 
subject  might  be  recommitted  and  something  ei- 
fec'ted  during  the  present  session ;  but  if  it  was 
put  off,  the  probability  was,  that  aothiog  would 
be  done  on  tne  subject. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Gold  and 
Mr.  RinoELt,  expressing  their  wish  to  have  the 
report  acted  upon  at  an  early  day,  it  was  com- 
mitted. 

ARMING  THB  MILITIA. 

The  bill  fpr  arming  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  qaestion 
beiagput, "  Shall  the]>iii  pass  to  its  third  reading?" 

Mr.  CA.LHOON  expressed  himself  friandly  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and,  until  the  amendment 
bad  been  made  placing  the  distribution  of  the 
anns  in  the  power  of  the  State  Qorernments,  he 
intended  to  vote>for  it;  but  he  rhooght  it  better 
not  to  pass.  the. bill  at  all,  than  to  lea^e  it  in  the 
power  of  the  States  to  lock  up  these  arms  ii 
arsenals. 

Mr.  Tallmados  disliked, the  bill  in  maof  re- 
spects. He  doubted  the  Constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates^  before  they  are  cnlied  in* 
to  the  service  of  the  Union.  The  militia,  he  eon- 
tended,  is  the  army.of  the  several  States,  and  not 
of  the  Uttiud  Statesi  and  llie  State  Lcgishitiiiet 
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are  the  proper  judges  when  they  ou^ht'to  be  arm- 
ed. The  United  States  may  furnish  the  arms, 
but  the  3tates  ou^ht  to  distribute  them  as  they 
deem  proper,  aod  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  in 
wbfliterer  way  they  might  dispose  of  them  it 
would  be  the  pest.  He  said  that  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  would  conflict  with  the  law  of  1792  on 
this  sqbject,  and  with  the  rules  and  practice  of 
several  of  the  States.  He  renewed  the  objections 
which  had  before  been  urged  to  some  details  of 
the  bill ;  expressed  doubts  whether  the  arms  could 
be  procured,  if  the  bill  passed,  and  objected  to  the 
large  appropriation  of  money  for  this  object  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Nelson  replied  to  the  objection  made  by 
Mr.  Calhoun.  He  thought  gentlemen  who  were^ 
in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  ought  not  to* 
abandon  it,  because  they  could  not  have  ail  its 
provisions  precisely  in  the  'form  they  wished 
them.  He  did  not  think  the  amendment  which 
ha#  been  agreed  to,  made  any  material  difference 
in  the  bill;  the  first, section  provides  that  the 
arms  shall  ^  be  disCributed-^the  Legislatures  can 
only  directthe  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  dotie,' 
and  nx>  one  could  certainly  object  to  their  having 
this  power..  He  thought  n  time  that  arms  should 
be  provided  for  the  militiai,  the  Government  had 
been  in  operation  twenty-four  years  without  pro- 
viding a  single  musket  for  the  militia,  though  the 
Executive  had  constantly  called  upon  Congress 
to  render  the  -militia  effective,  from  the  lime  of 
General   Washington  to  the  present  day. 

Mr.  Macon  said  this  was  an  uiifortunatebill,for 
though  all  appear  friendly  to  the  object  of  it, 
there*  were  sufficient  objections  to  pne  part  or 
other  of  the  bill,  he  feared;  to  defeat  it.  He  said 
five  millions  had  been  voted  for  the  army  and 
navy,  without  scruple ;  but  ]K>w,  when  we  are 
about  to  put  arms  iri  the  hands  of  the  militia, 
gentlemen  begin  to  talk  about  expense.  As  to 
the  objections  which  bad  been  made  against  the 
details  of  the  bill,  they  were  such  as  might  be 
Daade  against  any  bill  that  could  be  drawn.  The 
true  question  is.  Will  the  bill  arm  the  militia  bet- 
ter thaa  they  are  at  prerent  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would;  and  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  RIndolph  said'  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut viewed  the  aeformities  of  the  bill  with 
more  pleasure  than  its  beauties;  the  bill  was 
aomewhat  objectionable  in  its  details,  but  princi- 
pally from  its'  omissions.  The  fears  entertained 
that  the  State  Legislatures  might  abuse  the  power 
placed  in  them  were  certainly  groundless.  After 
ail  the  large  appropriations  made  for  the  army 
lind  navy,  be  said  it  was  strange  that  objections 
should  be  made  to  this  pitiful  appropriation  for 
arms  for.  our  militia,  which  will  remain  when  our 
vessels  and  gunboats  are  gone  to  decay. 

Mr.  Wbi«bt  spoke  at  considerable  length  ,in 
favor  of  the  general  princinle^f  arming;  and  of 
the  reasonableness  of  purchasing  arins  out  of  the 
common  fupfls  of  the  United  Statesj  rather  than 
put  the  rich  and  poor  on  the  same  level,  by  re^ 
quiring^ each  to  purchase  arms  for  themselves, 
which  M^as  a  provision  too  unequal  and  unjust  to 
be  countenanced  by  a  free  Qovernment. 


After  Mr.  Wright  bad  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Little  rose.  He  said  that  as  nothibg 
which  could  now  besaid'coqld  affect  the  senti*- 
ments  of  the  members  of  the  House;  and  as  im- 
nec^ssary  debate  only  served  to  the  waste  of  time 
and  obstruction  of  business,  he  felt  compelled  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  rising  in  favor 
of  the  previous  <ju.estion;  it  was  put  in  the  follow- 
ing'words,  to  wit :  ^*  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  ?"  and  negatived — yeas  52.  nays,  62,  as 
follows : 

Yb-as — Willis  Alston,  km.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Dacon,  Burwell  Baj^sett,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  But- 
ler, Langdon  Oheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Koger  Daris,  Joseph 
Desha,  S^amuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Fisk, 
MeShack  FrankKn,  Thotfas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyut  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Jacob  Htti^>  Joseph  Kent,  William  B« 
King,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Geerge  C.  Max- 
well, Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Monow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newtoa,  Stephen^ 
Ocmsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pon^  William  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  William 
Rodman,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel*  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Geoi:ge  Smith, 
William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  and  Charles  Tam- 
er, junior. 

NiTs^John  Baker,  Darid  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb» 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
John  G.  Calhoun,  Epaphrodilus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsboraugh,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Abner  Laoock, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingston, Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Mo* 
Bryde,  William  McCoy, Samuel  McKee,  James  Miinor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New 
bold,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleas* 
ants,  jun.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William.  Reed,  Henry  M.  Bidgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Jolin  Smith,  Richard 
Stanfprd,  Philip.  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Beiyamin-  Tallmadge^  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cofrtlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton»  Leonard  ^ 
White,  Robert  Whitehill,  WUliam  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

-  A  gentleman  rtsinijf  further  to  debate  Vhe  ques- 
tion,  and  Mr.  Pitkin  objecting  thereto,  it  was  de* 
cided  by  the  SpEAKfiB,in  conformity  to  precedent, 
that  the  decision  of  (he  previous  question  in  thn 
negative  precludes  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  for  one  day. 

Priuat,  February  24. 

Mr,  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  *'  for  the  relief  of  Thoinas  O'- 
Bannon,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment ; 
and  it  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  (he  support  pf  Oovernment,  dur- 
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iog  the  year  1812,  with  amendments  $  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider^  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  the  same  heing 
read,  were,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wilson  offered  a  resolution,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  direct  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  so  much  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress as  est^ablishes  ports  of  entry  at  Pittsburg, 
Marietta,  Limestone,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville. 
Mr.  W.  stated  that  no  entries  were  ever  made  in 
these  ports,  and  yet  revenue  officers  at  these  places 
received  annual  salaries  for  services  which. they 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  perform.  The  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to.    * 

Mr.  Ormsby,  after  adverting  to  the  difficulty  of 
distributing^  arms  of  the  United  States  by  land  or 
water  carriage  in  the  interior  of  the  Western 
country,  offered  theibllowing  resolution  s 

**  Resohftd,'  That  the  coiDmittee  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  our  military  affiurs,  be  directed  to  inqube  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  establishment  of  an  ar- 
mory at  Louisriile,  in  Kentucky,  with  leave  to' report 
by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Bassett  laid  upon  the  table  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House  be  so  amended,  that  a  majority  of  those 
present  shall  be  required  to  admit  the  previous  ques- 
tion." 

The  bill  concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and  the  bill  giving  further  time  to  register 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

ARTS  AND  MANUPACTURBS. 

Mr.  Scvbert  said,  after  .making  a  tery  few 
preliminary  remarks,  he  would  offer  a  resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  connected 
with  a  highly  important  national  object.  By  the 
Eleventh  Congress,  he  was  indulged  in  a  motion 
to  reprint  a  valuable  report  of  a  former  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  manufactures  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  To  that  same  Congress,  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a  report,  in  part, 
on  the  same  subject.  He  said  he  need  not  recite 
to  the  House  its  merits ;  they  were  generally  ac- 
knowledged. 

By  the  act  of  May  1,  1810,  it  was  provided  that 
farther  information  be  obtained,  by  the  Marshals 
and  their  depqties^on  the  subject  or  manufactures. 
The  result  of  their  inquiries  was  a  massof  fercts 
which  are  now  buried  in  the  archives  of  the 
Treasury,  and  an.<fwer  no  useful  purpose  to  the 
nation.  His  present  objectyJie  declared  to  be,  the 
publication  of  the  facts  thus  collected.  Upwards 
of  thirty  ihousand  dollars  had  been  already  ap- 
propriated ;  which,  if  the  matter  remained  as  it 
now  is,  would  answer  no  beneficial  purposes.  His 


resolution,  if  adopted,  would  bring  to  light  many 
facts  concerning  the  agriculture  and  manafae- 
turea  of  the  United  States,  and  other  sUiustical 
information,  connected  with  the  true  basis  of  oa- 
tional   independence.    These  objects  constitate 
the  permanent  sou rceaof  the  wealth  of  the  nation  ; 
they  are  the  real  &nd  fixed  capital  of  the  coantry. 
We  shall  thereby  be  enabled  to  trace  oar  progress 
from  infancy  to  manhood.    By  this  Feporr  we 
can  alone  be  in  a  situation  to  enact  a  wise,  poli' 
tic,  and  syetematic  tariff  of  duties;  ft  alone  can 
teach  us  to  discriminate  the  proper  objecu  of  pro- 
tection.  I  might  add  much  more  on  the  sabject ; 
this  would  be  consuming  time  unnecessarily;  I 
will  therefore  proceed  to  read  the  resolution: 

<*  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JUfreatnU- 
itives  of  the  Imited  States  of  America  in  Congress 
asembled,  That,  the  Siscretvy  of  the  Treomaxj  be 
directed  to  employ  a  penon  to  digest  and  reduce  is 
such  form  as  shall  be  deemed  most  oondnetve  to  tsa 
interests  of  the  United  States,  a  statement  of  Ibe  aam- 
ber,  nature,  extent,  situation,  and  vatoe,  of  the  siu 
and  manufactures  of  th^  United  States,  together  with 
such  other  details  conneeted  with  these  sutjects,  as 
can  be  made  from  the  abstracts  and  other  doeoaenU 
and  returns  reported  to  him  by  the  Marshsis  and  other 
persons  employed  to  collect  informationv  in  oonformity 
to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  Mst, 
1810,  and  that  he  report  the  same  to  Congress  at  thdr 
next  session." 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Newtosc, 
stating  the  difficulty  of  the  proposed  digest,  from 
the  want  of  uniformity,  connexion,  or  method,  io 
the  returns,  and  the  probability  that  the  mouoa 
might  be  so  amended  as  better  to  attain  the  ob- 
ject in  vieW)  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.     « 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  arming  the  militia. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  Potter 
and  Wright,  in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and  from 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Tallmadob,  against  it^ 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bvlL, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  naya, 
as  follows : 

YsAS— William  AndenMm,  Stsvensoa  Avdier,  ioba 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wpam  W.  Bibb,  Wittais 
Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Bnrweli, 
William  BuUef,  Langdon  Chevea,  Matlhsw  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Cimwfiird,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samuel  DinsmOor,  Meshack  Frankiiny 
Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  Williun  R.  ^ng, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Arshibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Itfongan,  Jereouak 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  PidLcsa, 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  J<^n  Ran- 
dolph, Henry  M.  Ridgely»  Samoel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Samoel  8haw. 
Daniel  Sheflby,  George  Smilie»  John  9mitht 
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Stanford, '  Philip  Stuart,  George  M.  Troup,  Gharletf 
Tumer/jr.,  Thomas  Wilson,  ^nd  Robert  Wright — 67. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun^  EzekieJ  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  liarmanus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  DaTenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,Tho8. 
.R.  Grold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Joseph  Kent,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Alezaqder  McKim,  Arunah  Metoalf,  Jitmes 
Mifaior,  Bamuel  L.  MitchiH,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thoma»  Newbold,  Wilham  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,' 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  Reed,  Wilham  M.  Richard- 
son, John  Rhjsa,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Thomas  Saamons,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smiiie,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
janun  Tallmadge,  Uri  Trac^,  Pierre,  Van  Cortlandt,< 
jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  WUliam  Widgery.-r^I. 

CAMPAIGN  ON  THE  WABASH. 

The  House  resplved  itself  iuto  aComioittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  biH  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  serredin  the  late.campaign 
on  the  Wabash. 

Mr.  McKbe  stated  the  provisions  of  the  law  to 
be  praciseiy  copied  from  the  extstiog  law,  except 
that  its  provisions  were  extended  to  a  species  of 
force  (the  militia)  which,  in  thex)pinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  did  not  come  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  which  provides  for  the^ relief 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  in 
the  service  of  their  country.    . 

Various  amendments  were  m<\de.to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  and  it  beipg  reported  to  the  House, 
there  appeared  to  be  no  objection  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill. 

Messrs.  McKeb,  Jennings,  Wriort,  Little, 
Bassett,  Bibb,  Baoon,  Pitkin,  Bubwell,  John- 
son, and  Tallmadge,  took  part  in  the  desultory 
debate  on  the  amendments. 

TJie  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readitig.  *  - 

Monday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Baooh^  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  ^as  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Seiiate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1813,  re- 
ported it  as  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
amendments  ought  to  be  agreed  to.  The-  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  was  committed  \  and  the 
House  afterwards,  01^  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  went  into 
%  committee  on  the  subject,  when  the. amend- 
ments were  agreed  to  and  reported  to  the  House 
and  by  the  House  concurred  in. 

These  amendments  restored  to  the  clerks  in  the 
several  Departments  the  fifteen  per  cent,  which 
falid  been  struck  out  of  the  btii  when  last  before 
the  House,  and  appropriated  $100,000  for  the  coq- 
tingent  expenses  of  foteign  intercourse.  The  y-eas 
and  nays  were  taken  upon  the  additional  allow- 
ance^to  the  clerks,  and  carried,  64  to  40;  the  al- 
lowance for  Qpntingent  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, was  carried,  83  to  17. 


Mr.  Bassett  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  had  laid  upon  the  table  on  Friday  last,  propos- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  the  House,  requir- 
ing a  c&ajority)  instead  of  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  to  caU  for  the  previous  question. 
After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  B.  on  the  pro- 
priety of  this  alteration  of  the  rules,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Stanford,  who  said  it  would  reader  the  rule 
much  less  obnoxious  than  heretofore,  it  was  agreed 
to,  51  to  40.  ,  • 

The  following  bills  passed  their  third  reading, 
viz :  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  providing  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  General  Post  Office 
and  Patent  Ofilce,  and  for  other  purposes ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  late 'campaign  on  the  Wabash;  and  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Georgetown 
Lancastrian  School  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  flouse  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bin 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional 
military  force ;  which,  after  being  amended,  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and)  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Macon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SUPRpMB  COURT. 
-  Mr.  Gold  said,  it  was  w^ll  knpwn,  that  from 
the  increased  business  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
considerable  delay  and  injury  was  occasioned  to 
fxuitbrs  by  their  causes  being  laid  over  from  one 
court  to  anott^er ;  ahd  the  ji:Sges,  having  (o  attend 
to  their  several  Circuit  Courts,  could  not  devote 
suflScient  time  to  the  business  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Mr.  G.  thought  it  improper  that  the  same 
judges  who  preside  in  the  Circuit  Courts,  should 
afterwards  revise  their  9Wn  judgments,  in  cases 
of  appeal,  in  the  Supretne  Court.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  this  was  in  conformity  to  the  meaning 
of  the  Constitjutional  provision,  mat  "the  judicial 
'powers  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in 
'  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts 
'  as  the  Congress  may',  from  time  to  time,  ordain 
'  and  establish."  He  saw  no  difilculty  that  would 
attend  the  holding  of  the  Qircuit  Courts  by  two 
or  more  district  judges  from  adjoining  districts. 
In  order  to  bring,  this  subject  before  the  -House, 
Mr.  G.  offered  the  following  resolution : 

<<  Ruohedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alteration  is  necessary 
in  the  jadicial  system  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
they  report,  by  bin." 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  five  appointed. 
GOVERNMENT  LOAN. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ways  and  means,  when  the  bill  authorizing 
a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  -^—  million  of 
dollars,  was  taken  up.  And  the  bill  having  been 
read  through,  the  blank  for  the  amount  of  the 
loan  was  filled  up  with  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  blank  for  the  time, after  whioh  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  at  liberty  to  reimburse  the  sum 
loaned;  was  filled  with  twelve  years.  The  com- 
mittee then  rose  and  the  House -concurred  in  the 
amendments.  On  the  question,  *'  Shall  the  bill 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ?"  the  yeas  and 
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nftys  were  called,  and  the  questioa  was  carried, 
86  to  28,  as  follows : 

Fsi.8 — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condi t,  William  Craw- 
ford, John  Dawson,  Joseph  .Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawte, 
Jaoob  Hufty,  jRichard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
Eam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  'George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  StB- 
phen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  'Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Jo^iah  Quincy,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Saipuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Silas.Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tur^" 
ner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. — 86. 

Nats— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah^Biigham, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,.  Martin  'Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jt.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  James  Mihior, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitr 
kin,  jr.,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,'  William  Rodman,  Richard 
SUnford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  8a;nuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Labaa  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White^  and  Thomas  Wilson.— 28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ba.c ON,  the  House  agreed 
that  they  would  to-morrow  take  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  relation  to 
the  contemplated  taxes.    . 

Tuesday,  February  25. 

Mr.  GaoLsoN,  from  the  Committee  of  CUims, 
who  was  instructed  by  «  resoliition  of  the  third 
ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eoQtia- 
uJDg  id  force  an  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  presented  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force  "An  act  ta  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  ;*'  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committed  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foindexter,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  tbe  thirtieth  bltimo,  concerning  lands  in  Flor^ 
ida ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  establish  a 
Ctuartermaster's  Department^  and  for  other  pur- 


poses ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United, States  to  lease  for  a  term  of 
years  one  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground  in 
the  City  of  W$ishineton,  (the  vacant  ground  lying 
west  ot  the  Capitol.)  for  the  puroose  of  ai>otinic 
garden.    The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Setbbrt  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
had  laid  upon  the  table  some  days  ago^  proposing 
to  authorize  the  Secretary. of  the  Treasory  to  em- 
ploy a  proper  person  to  arrange  and  digest  the 
information  on  the  subject  of  mannfactorcs;,  re- 
ceived from  the  Marshals  of  the  several  States ; 
which,' after  receiving  some  little  xnodifieatton 
from  its  mover,  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  establish! og  a  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiee  oq 
Military  Affairs. 

STEPHEN  FELLOWS. 

Mr.  Pitkin  preseaied  the  petition  of  Siepken 
Fellows,  a  wounded  soldier  of  the  RevolalioB, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  pension,  owing  to  bis 
entire  disability  to  earn  anything  toward  a  sob- 
sistence  by  labor.- 

Mr.  P.  said  this  petitioner  was  already  allowed 
five  dollars  a  month,  the  highest  degree  of  pea- 
sioD  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales; 
but  he  thought  that  persons  so  utterly  incapaci- 
tated as  he  knew  \iiis  man  to  be,  ought  to  bare  a 
larger  allowance,  ^e  moved,  therefore,  to  refer 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  of  Claimsswitk 
instructions  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
'  makine:  provision  by  law  for  increasing  the  pea- 
'  sion  of  nonrcommiasioned  officers  and  soldiers, 
^  to  a  greater  sum  than  is  at  present  allowed, 
*  whenever,  in  consequence  of  wounds,  they  have 
^  become  totally  unable  to  maiutaia  themseJres 
^  by  manual  labor. 

.  Messrs.  Alston  and  Shaw  opposed  tbismotioa, 
as  tending  to  break  up  all  the  present  regulations 
in  this  respect,  and  to  bring  in  a  crowd  of  ap{»li- 
oants  of  the  same  kind;  they  .thought  the  United 
States  had  ^one  enough  on  this  subject.  If  there 
were  any  particularly  hard  cases,  tbe  Sutcs  ia 
which  such  persons  lived,  of  the  aoeieij  aboat 
them,  weujd  doubtless  render  them  the  assistance 
which  their  situation  required.  Mr.  S.  moved 
that  the  petition  lie  on  the  table.  This  motion 
was  negatived — 41  to  38. 

After  a  few  observations  against  the  relereoeei 
by  Mr.  Widgert,  and  in  favor  of  it  by  Mr.  Fisk, 
the  motion  was^ carried— 45  to  43. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Littlb,  the  word 
"  officers''  was  added  before  tbe  word  "  noo-eom- 
missioned." 

GOVERNMENT  LOAN. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  authorizing  a  loan  fat 
eleven  millions  of  dollars,  was  read  the  third  time; 
add  the  question  being  put,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  lo 
its  third  reading^" 

,  Mr.  M.  Clay  expressed  a  wisto  that  the  bill 
might  be  postponed  for  a  few  days.  .  It  was  pred- 
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icated  vpOD  war,  wbicli  manry  stfll  ho|>6d  might 
be  avoided.  The  Consiftatipo  hflti  jast  arrived 
frottx  France,  and  had  probably  brought  despatch- 
es, which  doubriess  woold  be  eummuDfcated  to 
Congress  as  soon  as  they  could  be  got  ready. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  comideratiod  of  this  bill 
woald  be  postpooed  uotil  Monday  next.  And  he 
gave  notice  that  be  should  move  a  like  postpone- 
ment of  tbereporcof  the  Committeeof  Ways  and 
Means,-  in  relation  to  taxes,  when  that  snbject 
shall  be  called  op. 

'Mr.  fiAcofi  syid,  whatever  weight  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  might  faav^,  in 
relation^  to  the  taxes,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
prevaiVMn  postponing  the  consideration  of  the 
present  bill*  Congress  had  already  aothosized 
very  largf  ezpenies,  whica  must  i>e provided  for;* 
and  the  Executive  ought  to  have  some  time  ik^ 
lowed  him  to  asc^jertain  wh.ether  kums  can  be  ob- 
tained upon  the  termi  contained  in  tbehilL 

Mr;  Sill  LIE  «aid,  it  was  well  known  chat  he  had 
been  opposed  to  a  part  of  the  mei^orea,  of  etpejn.se 
which  had  been' authorised;  but,  as  the  bills  had 
now  become  laws,  be  felt  himself  boupd  to  pro- 
vide the  wavs  and>D»eans  for  dal-rying  them. into 
effect.  And  lie  was  for  doing  this  at  once,  with* 
oat  waiting  for  aay  com mnrilcat ions  from  abroad, 
which  were  altogether  uncevtain.  '  ^ 

The  motibn  for  po^itponement.waB  lost. 

The-  question  then  returned  on  the  passage  of 
the  bHI. 

Mr.  Ranx>olph  did  not  feel  hims&If  bound  to 
vote  for'  th^is  bill  because  the  expenses^  for.  the. 
meeting  of  which^it  went  to  provide  a  loan,  bad 
been  authorized.  .He  he^  {iimself  perfectly  ab- 
solved from  these  ineasu res;  as  he  had  constantly 
opposea  them  to  their  progress'  through  the 
House* 

But  I  do  not  rise,'  said  Mr.  E.,  either  to  make 
an  apology  for  my  vote,  of  with  a  a  expectation,  of 
changing  the  seoiimants  of  a  single  rndividual  in 
this  Hoase.  It  is  for  the  porpose,  if  it  ^^te  pos- 
sible, of  being  heard  by  those  to  whom  alone  I 
feel  my  self  amenable  fornty  publiq  conduct.  3tit 
I  well  know,  from  long'and*  tried  experience  tn 
this  House,  that  this  is  a,  desperate  hope — that'the 
avenues  to  the  public  ear  ^re  shut  against  a  small, 
and  BOt,  perhaps,  very  important  description  of 
persons  in  this  Hoose.^ 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  American  peopU  to  Inhw 
what  new  cause  of  war  had  accrued  sinqe  the  ao- 
cessioQ  of  the  present  President  to  the  Chair-^ 

*  Mr.  Ruidolph  certainly  ^^  ^^  sUosion'to  th^  Ks* 
tio nal  Intelligencer  in  this  remaik^,  hecaiiae,  ^ss  (o  this 
paper,  such  an  •impntstion  as  is  here  conveyed,  would 
be  uit^ly  and  notoriously  without  foundation.  What* 
ever  assy  be  out  Errors  of  omlsaion  or  coJuniMioD,  Mr. 
BaiMlolph  and  his  friends  (the  description  of- persons, 
we  presume,  to  whom  the  orator  adverts)  have  neither 
right  nor  reason  to  complain ;  they  certainly  have  here- 
tofore occupied,  in  our  cblumns*  their  full  share  of  pub^ 
lie  attention.  We  have, *  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
caution  our  .readers  against  falling  into  the  error,  from 
the  generality  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  phrueolo- 
gy»  of  snpposing  him  to  have  allnded  to  this  paper.-^ 
Hoie  6y  fAs  EdUor  oftke  National  InteiHgeneer. 
Uih  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 35 


since 'the  return  ofMr.  Monroe  from  his  mission  to 
London.  And  he  wished  them  to  know  upon 
what  principle  this. nation,  which  has  hitherto 
been  preserved  in  peace — this  nation,  which,  with 
all  the  vexations  and  losses  she  has  experienced^ 
is  still  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  on  earth- 
on  what  principles  she^^li  be  torn  from  her  fast 
moorings  of  peaee,^  and  launched  into  the  tem- 
pestuous sea  of  Kuropeao  'politics-;— into  a  sea  of 
blood. 

.  Mr.  R. 'knew' he  asked  in  rain.  No  answer  cobld 
be  given.  Such  conduct, Jn  hi«:  opinion,  i^as  in 
the  highest  degree  wanton,  and  was  enough  to 
calldo^n  upon  us  the  chastening  band  prHtm 
who  rules  the  Universe.  We  have  it  in  our  power 
to  remain  free  an^  at  peace.  Qur  firesides  are 
safe.  Our  port^  anji  harbors  may  be  defended  ; 
but  we  have '  imbibed  a  portion  of  that  spirit, 
which  lost  the  angels  theic  seat  in  Heaven..  We 
are  abopt  to  thfow^ aside  our  peaceful  state  and 
mmgle  In  the  drcfadful  confltet  of  BnrOpean  am- 
bition  and  disorder.'  Hisv  heart  was  sick  within 
himatthesfghu    It  died  at  the  very  Mea. 

It  is  not  in  our'power,  said  tfr,  R.,  to  dive  into' 
futqrity.;  but  we  pan  judge  of  the  past.  No  ma& 
who  hears  me  ^ifl  say  that  we  have  any  daose  of 
war  noiv,  that  wi.had  not  eighteen  months  neo. 
And  let  me  ask  every  pUnter  and  farmer  in  this 
country^  and  I  believe  I  inight  add  >very  manu- 
facturer, ioo.  whether,  duVirtg'the  last  year^in  the 
coufse'of  which  we  have  been  able  to  sell  our 
.breadstuff  at  a^vast  pro^r,  it  would  have  been  bet- 
ter for  us  to  have  been  enjared  in  war  than  to 
have  remained  in  peace*?  To  have  been  cut  off 
from  this  market  for  our  produce,  and  to  have  had 
in  its  sfead  wtrr,  with  ail  its  retinue  of  land  taxes, 
excises,  salt  ti(x.  stamp  fax,  &c.l 

Were  yon  to  ask  any  yeoman  of  common  sense 
in  tfaisr  country  such  a  que^ition,  he  would  laugh 
at  you.  Whether,  during  the  past  )rear,  he  would 
choose  to  have'  had  his  sons  fighting  battles  on' 
the  plains  of  Abraham,  in  which  he  bad  no  inter- 
est, with  «his  produce  rotting  in  his  barn,  or  let 
the  year  pass  away  as  it  has  done  in  peace,  afibrd- 
ioff  nn  excellent  price  for  grain  of  every  kind  ? 
This,  said  he,  is  an  unanswered  and  unanswera- 
ble argument.    «  • 

If , our  Treasury  be  empty.^id  Mr.  R.,  it  is 
owing  to  our  own  acts.  Kepeal  your  non-impor- 
taiioff  act.  Do  away  your  whole  restrictive  sys-' 
tern — pot  tbe^nt^o  countries,  in  point  of  fact,  upon 
the  same  footing,  and.  my  life  upon  it;  you  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  arranging  all  jfrour  present 
differences.  And.  rather  than  do  this,  will  this 
House  pli^nge  this  nation  into  a  foreign  war,  con- 
trary to  the  public' sentiment?  Contrary  to;  the 
wishes  of  inany  of  those  who  are  within  the 
hearing  of  mv  voice, "^ho  may  he  pushed  into  a 
vote  which  they  wish,  if  possible,  to  avoid?  Is 
this  a  state  9f  thitfgs  whfch  will  authorize  Con- 
gress tojput  the  nation  into  a  sta^e  of  war?  If 
war  were  absolutely  necessary,  there  would  bd  no 
necessity  for  individuals  to  act  under  such  excite- 
ments— so  that  one-half  would  enter  into  it  re- 
luctantlv,  and  the  othfer  half  wduld  be  ashamed 
of  entermg  into  the  measure — like  some  hapless 
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iodiridual,  precipitated  into  single  combat  agaiu^t 
his  own  willf  under  the  lash  of  the  press,  and  the 
busy  talk  of  the  eoffee- house  saunterers  of  the 
day.  '  ■) 

But,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  it  been  taken  into  consid- 
eration, that  these  two  great  belligerents,  who  for 
twenty  years  have  bee^n  disturbing  the.  repose  of 
mankind-^during  which  period  we  have  had  the 
wisdom  and  the  virtue^  under  men  acknowledged 
on  all  hands  to  be  great :  under  M^  Jefferson,  the' 
idol  of  one  description  of  the  people  ;  under  Mr. 
Adams,  the  idol  of  an  opposite  description  ;  and 
under  General  Washington,  the  idol  of  at),  to  steer 
clear  .of  any.  connexion' with  them-^may  make 
j>eaee  1  And  if  we  are  now'  to  take  leave  of  our 
peaceful  course^  under  what  auspices  are  we  about 
to  do  so  ?  Who  are  the  statesmen  to  plan,  or  the 
military  chief  to  execute?  But,  as  h«  had  said, 
these  belligerents-may  make  f^aee,  and  peace  is 
always  made  at  the  expense  of  a  weaker  Power. 
May  not  Great  Britaiti  and  France,  after,  per- 
haps, we  shall  have  taken  possession,  of  Canada, 
find  it  to  their  advantage,  to  make  peace,  and  in 
that  case  we  may  be  compelled  to  surrender  Can- 
a^,  to  England,  or. Louisiana  to  France;. or  to 
enter  into  any  other  condition,  no  matter  how 
much  it  may  affect  bur  interesl^  if  U  producp, 
what  these  Powers  always. keep  in  view,  their 
own  ag$:ran'di2edient'? 

Are  ,we  going  to  War  on  the  faiih  of  che  dura- 
tion of  the  life  of  the  pre^en  t  En^peror  of  France  ? 
Are  we  prepared  to  rest  our  whole  hoj>e«  ob  the 
existence  'of  that  man*?  Or,  what  is  worse,  to 
attach  ourselves  to  bis' cause,  and  number  our- 
selves among  those  he  calls  his  allies?  and  for 
what? 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  ^ix  or  seven  years  since^this- 
question  was  first  incidentally  touched  on  in  this 
House,  on  a  motion  of  a  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, since  translated  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislati^fe.  He  had  lately  looked  into  the  opin- 
ion* which  he  entertained  and  expressed  on  that 
occasion,  and  he  found  them ,  precisely  to  agree 
with  his  present  sentiments ;  and  it  was  satisfac- 
tory to  himself  to  find  this  agreement ;  but  lie  re- 
gretted ^Iso  to  discover  that  the  forebodings  of 
that  day  had  been  unhappily  realized  in  respect 
to  our  Government. 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  not  his  intention^  when  he 
came  to  the  House  this  morniiig,  to  have  spoken 
on  this  subject.  *He  came  to  enter  his  protest 
against  the  system -which  is  pat^^onized  by  those 
who  call  themselveis  the  friends  of  the  people,  who 
style  themselves  Republicans* 

Add,  if  he  thought  it  would  have  any  effect,  he 
would  call  upon  >the  advocates  of  those  meas- 
ures to  nause  upon  this  fearful  abyss— this  laby- 
rinth 01  war,  into  which  whomsoever  has  entered, 
except  the  two  great  devourers  of  mankind,  the 
tiger  and  the  shark,  bslve  ntiost  assuredly  died. 

With  respect  to  the  taxes  in  questioQ,  though 
they  should  be  voted  in  shoals,  he  should  never 
believe  that  the*  people  of  -the  United  States  will 
ever  submit  to  pay  them.  Me  wished  not  to^  be 
misunderstood.  They  will  submit  to  them  as  long 
as  they  are  enforced  by  law  y  but  the  people  of  the 


United  States  are  tlie  law-givers  of  this  land,  and 
they  will  take  care  that  these  laws  shall  noi  lung 
exist.  Indeed,  they  would  be  traitors  to  them- 
selves and  their  children^  if  they  suffered  iheir 
last  shiliiog  to  be  taken  from  their  pockets,  and 
(heir  blood  to  be  spilled  in  a  war  wbieb  they  did 
not  approve. 

The  bill  passed  its  third  reacting — yeas  92.  nays 
29,  as  follows : 

YiAi-^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andcnaa,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Basd,  Biuwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Harmanus  Bleeckcr,  Adtm 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BttrweU,  Wilfiia 
Butler,  Jo^n  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  CheVesy  MiXihew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William.  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deaba,  8«a- 
nel  Dinsmoor,  Eiias  Earle,  James  EmoCt,  WiUism 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Mesback  Franklin,  Thomi 
Ohdson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  baiik 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  HalL 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawea,  Jacob  Haftj,  Rick- 
ard  M.  Johnaon,  Joseph  Kent,  WilUam  R.  King.iJ)- 
ner  Lacock,  Josej*  LeftTer,  Peter  LitUc,  Robot  U 
Boy  Livingston,  VViUiam  Lowndes^- Aaron  Lyte^Na- 
ttianiel  Mapon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore. 
WHliam  McCoy,  Alei^ander  McKioi,  Amnah  MetoK, 
Samuel  L.  Miichill,  James  Morgan,  Jeivmiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Ncloon,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  NewboJi 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Omisbj,  Israel  Pioin^ 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Psad. 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoiocy, 
William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  J9unaei  itiag- 
sold,  John  Rhea, -John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  £te- 
nezer  Sage,  Xhomi^s  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver.  J<^ 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie. 
Geofflre  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Wm.  Anwf. 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortfandt,  jun.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WilliiB 
Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

YxaS — John  Bdker,  Abijah  Kigelow,  James  Breck- 
enridg^,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditos  Champioii. 
Martin  Chittendeh,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Asa  Fiuk, 
Charles  Ooldsboiough,  Edwin  Giay,  Richard  isekson, 
junior,'  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jaxaeo  JCihior, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearebn,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Randolph,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rod- 
man, Daniel  Shefley,  Richard  Stenford,  Phitip  Stnart, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  SamuerTaggart,  BenjaMun  Till- 
madge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  ThoBis 
Wilson. 

WAR  TAXES. 

Mr.  Bacon  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  oa 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means 
bn  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  tnzes. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  tbis  subject  be  )»ostpoaed 
till  Monday  weeki  for  the  reasgns  ^hicli  he  bad 
already  stated. 

Mr.  TALLMAnoB  could  see  no  good  reason  for 
this-  delay.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and/Means  has  been  some  time  before  tk? 
House.  The  House  had,  from  day  to<ray-,  passed 
upon  objects  of  great  ezpeuse,  and  it  was  eer- 
taioly  necessary  to  provide  the  ways  and  means 
to  meet  them.  We  have  just  passed  a  bill  for 
borrowing  eleven  million;)  of  dollars;  but  this 
will, fall  far  short  of  what  will  be  wanted.  Ex- 
penses have  been  aathorized  tothe^aaiount  of 
twenty  millionf.    Why  do  geatiemaa  wish  to 
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postpone  ihis  qaestioft  ofp^ace^or  w»r?  '  It  caa« 
not  be,  after  authorizing  Ihe  preparatory  meas- 
ares«  thef  ftre  afraid  to  meet  it.  "He  wished  to 
see  the  question  before  the  House,  and  to  hear  it 
fully  discussed.  It  will  be  of  no  nse  that  armies 
have  been  authorized,  except  the  sinews  of  war 
be  proT>ded.    He  was  against  d  postponement. 

Mr.  Fiaic  wae  in  favor  of  postpooemeot ;  not 
because  he  was  afraid  to  meet  the  question  of 
peace  or  war  fit  a  proper  time.  He  was  not  will- 
ing, however,  to  vote  for  taxes,  or  War,  until  every 
kope  of  aocpmmodation  had  disappeared/nor  did 
he  see  any  necessity  for  doing  ko.  Were  the  sub- 
ject to  be  taken- up  at  present,  some  members 
would  be  pbroed  in  difficulty  as  to  their  voce; 
lehen,  seme  days  benee,  there  Would  be  ho  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  those  who  tea ve uniformly 
voted  for  putting  the  nation*  in  a  »tate  of  defenee. 
He  knew  there  were  taxea^  among  those  proposed 
which  had  been  ttoed  as  instruments  al^ainst  those 
who  bad  laid  them,  and  Which  might  again  be  so 
Qsed  ;  but,  if  they  become  necessary,  this  cqnsid- 
eratloot  he  presumed,  would  be  lost  sight  of. 
Mr.  PoTTEft  spoke  against  the  postponement. 
Mr.  BVLcoN  was  not  pafticotariy'anxious  on  the 
subject,  thoo|[h  he  could  see  no  objection  to  en- 
tering upon  it  at  present.  The  Committee  of 
Ways^iiod'.  Means  had  thought Jt  their  duty  fo 
make  their  Veport  as  soon  as  they  were  able ;  and, 
hiving  done  this;  the'  responsibility  lies  with  the 
Hogse.  <-  If  the  House  showed  an  vm  willingness  to 
enter  upon  this  subjec^t,  it  might  bave  an  unfa*' 
vorable  effect  upon  the  loan  which  had  been 
authori^^ed. 

Mr.  Ngwton  wished  the  House  to  so  into  a 
Committee  qn  this  sobjeer,  if  it  were  only  to  take 
up  tbitt  part  of  the  report  which  has  reference  to 
an  increase  of  duties  on  imports,  as  the  maaufse* 
torers  in  differeot  parts  of  the  United  States,  who 
had  expended  large  sums  in  erecting  works,  are 
fttizious  to  know  the  determinatioti  of  Congress 
on  this  subject* 

Mr.  ClaYi  from  the  considerations  sugi^ested 
•  by  xh»  gentleman  last  op,  withdrew  his  motion.  * 
Thjp  Hoose  then  resolved  itself  in  to  a  Commit- 
tee or  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and^eans ;  when,  the  ftrat  resolution, 
proposing  an  iaarease  onoO  per  cent,  on  impost 
duties  being  under  eensideration— 

Mr.  Bacok  rose  andsaid,  that  l^e  shoold  per- 
haps be  very  readily  excused  by  the  Comdiitftee, 
shoold  he  refrain  altogether  from  claiming  thjeir 
attention  to  any  further  expositions  of  the  views 
which  had  governed  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  the  general  report  which  it  had 
been  deemed  their  duty  to  present  to  the  House, 
and  f^ich  was  now  the  subject  of  isonsideration ; 
and'  were  he  to  be  governed  solely  by  his  own 
feelings  or  inclinations,  he' certaiply  should  not 
be  disponed  to  add  to  the  bug  list  Of  unwelcome 
taxe^,  whose  adoption  was  recommended,  to  the 
Hoose-^one  which  in  hfs  view  had  long  since 
'become  to  them  and  to  the  nation  the  most  inju- 
rous  and  burdensome  of  all  others^^thtf  tax  of 
words.  Presuming^,  however^  that  some  oaore 
particular  explaoation  of  the  varioua  topics  em- 


l^ced-by^the  report,  raighi  be  conceived  to  be 
dcre  from  him  as  a  member  oftfae  committee,  and 
desirous  that  his  own  views,  at  least,  of  this  very- 
important  subject,  shou4d  not  be  misunders(oocl, 
he  would,  as'briefly  as  he  could,  pi^oceed  to  such 
further  elucidation  of  the  grounds  on  which  the 
report  was  predicated,  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
offeiv 

In  addition  to  the  general  duty  at  all  times  in- 
cumbent upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  see  that  the  credit  of  the  Government 
should  at  no  time  be  permitted  to  suffer  for  the 
want  of  pecuniary  ftie a ns,  commensurate'with  its 
exigencies,  their  attention.it  would  be  reeollected| 
had  been  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  sessioit  par- 
ticularly drawn  to  this  subject,  by  that  portion  of 
the  Message  of  the  jPresident  of  the  United  States 
which  had  been  especially  referred  to  their  con* 
sideration,  and  in  which  the  necessity  of  produe* 
inga  revenue  '^sufficient  at  least  to  defray  the  ^ 
'  ordinary  ^Xpen^es  of  Qorernment,  and  to  pay 
^  the  intecest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on 
r' new  loans  which  might  be, authorized" — waa 
strongly  enjoined— it  was  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  effect  this  provident  hrecommendatioa 
of  the  Executive,  that  ^he  earnest  attention  of  ^he 
<:lommittee  had  been  bestowed  upon  the  present 
and  fniore  state  of  our  financial  concerns.  Under 
rthe  expenditures  already  authorized  by  law,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  War,  which  the  acts  of  every 
braneh  of.  the  Government  gave  us  the  highest 
reasosi  to  expect  was  likely  to  oecut  within  a  pe- 
riod not  very  distant,  the  amount  of  those  expen-  * 
ditures,  both  Ordinary  iind  extra  ordinary,  were 
detailed  at  large  in  the  report*  Those  of  the 
former  description,  which  fall  upon-  the  present 
year,  ha vd  already  been  provided  for  from  the 
reveaues  which  will  be  receivable  during  the 
rvear,  and  from  the  moneys  remaining  lb  the 
Treasury  at  its  commencement,  and  no  further 
provision  is  nece^ary'on  this  account. 

In  relation  to  the  extraordinary  expenditures, 
on  which  the  estimates  of  th'e  committee  were 
founded,  and  for  the  defraying  of. which  the  House 
had  just  nowauthorkeda  loan  of  eleven  millions — 
it  might,  perhaps,  be  supposed  that  some  of  the 
heads  of  expenditure  authorized  might  be  rather 
nominal  than  real,  and  pit  any  rate  weie  much  lar- 
'^r  than  couldin  all  probability  be  expended  dur- 
ing the  present  yeai^.  This  was  probably  true — 
but  he  found  that  in  the  event  of  actual  war  dur- 
ing a  considerabfe  portion  of  the  year,  and  on  that 
basis  the  committee  grounded  their  estimates, 
there  were  other  brapches  of  expenditure  which 
would  totn.out  much  higher  than  had  as  yet 
been  calculated ;  and  it  would  be  reeottected  that 
a  bill,  had  within  a  few  days  passed  the  House, 
by  which  an  additional  annual  expenditure  of 
9400;000  was  authorized  for  arming  the  militia, 
which  had  not  been  brought  into  the  estimates 
of  the  committee.  For  the  expenditures  of  the 
present  year,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary^ 
(excepting  only  the  sums  necessary  for  the  an- 
nual reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  old 
debt,  and  lyhich  remained  thereafter  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  new  loan.)  provision  had  thus  been 
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already  made  by  tlie  House.  The  next  question 
18  ia  relatiOQ  to  the  provision  necessary  for  tkie 
two  succeeding  years..  The  comiQUiee  hav^ 
estimated  both  tfaie  ordinary  and  extraocdinsry 
expenditures  of  those  years,  at  about  the  Mme 
as  are  contemplated  by  the  sppropriations  for 
the  present  year,  adding  for  the  year  1813,  the  in- 
terest on  the  loan  authorised  for  the.present  year, 
and  for  the  year  1814.  the  additional  interest  ac- 
ernidg  on  the  expected  loan  for  the  service  of  the 
previous  year.  This  estimate,  calculating  the  rer 
ieeipts  into  the  Treasury  from  present  sources  of 
revenue  at  but  a  little  more  tbanth/ee  millions, 
left  a  deficit  of  more  tfaaa  seven  millions  for  the 
payment  of  ordinary  expenses  and  interest  for 
1814,  and  more  than  six  and  an  half  millions  for 
1813.  It  was  true  that  the  estimates  of  the  tev^* 
nue  from  present  sources  for  those  years,  was  and 
must  be  almost  entirely  conjectural ;  and  moat 
gentlemen,  it  was  believed,  wer-e  disposed  to  esti-* 
mate  it  considerably  higher.  Wa  are  all  apt  to 
be  disposed  in  times  bf  difficulty  to  l^ok  ra- 
ther upon  that  side  of  the  picture  which  was 
least  discouraging.  Nothing  confident  coul4  cer-. 
tainly  be  predicated  on  a  state  of  things  which 
was  altogether  so  new  to  us  of  late  years  as  an 
active  war  with  Great  Britain ;  but,^o  far  as  we. 
ean  calculate  upon  any  known  data,  he  had 
much,  reason  to  fear,  that  this  conjectural  esti- 
mate was  not  greatly  underrated.  We.  have  no 
document  which  gives  us  4he  respective  amount 
of  our  actual  importations  of  articles  on  which 
impost  duties  are  collected  from  different  foreign 
countries  for  the  two'or  three  years  past — but, 
from  i n format iqib. laid  before  the  House  ia  the 
year  1805^  it  apfiear.^,  that,  on  an  average  of  the 
years  1802,  3,  and  4,  our  imporiations  from  all 

Sirts  of  the  world  were  as  follows;  from  the 
ritish  dominions.  935,9^0,000;  Northern  Ku- 
ropean  Powers,  $7,094,000;  Uolknd,  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy,  $25,475,000 ;  Portugal  ftl,083,r 
000;  China  and  other  native  Asiatic  Powers, 
$4,856,000;  all  other  countries  $738,000;  total 
$75,094,000.  W hen,  therefore,  jt  was  considered 
that  nearly  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  Our  im- 
post duties,  accrued. on  impoctations  from  Great 
Britain,  which*  throwing  out  of  view  such  illicit 
trade  as  might  take  place  ib  a  state  of  war,iQust 
beenlirely suspended;  thegeneraLexci«sionwhi<A 
it  was  to  be  feared  we  must  be  subjected  to  from 
the  Baltic,  Mediterranean,  and  Asiatic  trade ;  he 
did  not  know  from  what  sources  of  legiiimate 
eommeree  wo  could  flatter  ourselves  with  the 
prospect  of  a  muck  greater  revenue  from  external 
sources  than  the  amount  which  had  been  assumed 
bjr  the  coramittecj  especially  when  We  contem- 
plate the  increased  interruptions  to  which  all  our 
Other  branches  of  foreign  cortimerce  must  be  ex- 
posed by  capture  and  the  general  hostilities  of 
the  enemy.  . 

It  is  assumed  by  the  committee,  that  the  extras 
ordinary  or  warexpeoditures  of  the  two  succeed* 
ing  years  should  also  rest  upon  further  loans ;  and 
it  is  proposed  )hat  revenue  sufficient  to  pay  only 
the  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  interest  on  the  old 
debt  and  on  new  loans,  s;houId  be  immediately 


provided  for  by  the  GoveriuiieD^— leaving  os  for 
the  present  year  the  principal  of  the  old  debt  re- 
imburrable,  to  be  provided  for  by  a  proloogation 
of  the  old  or  the  contracting  of  a  new  loan.  This 
requisition  is  evidently  so  moderate  ia  itself,  and 
so  clearly  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  every 
Government  which  is  influenced  io  its  fioaaeiu 
concerns  by  the  dictates  of  a  wise  and  prudent 
policy,  that,  had  the  committee  been  governed 
onlv  by  their  own  views  of  propriety,  tbeymiigiii^ 
perhaps,  have  thought  an  apology  was  doe  lo 
the  House  and  the  nation,  for  having  proposed  a 
system 'which  suffered  so  ia^e  a  portion  o(  the 
current  annual  expenditures  t»  remaia  mapra* 
vided  for,  except  through  the  mediout  of  a  Mt 
irredeemable  for  perhaps  twelve  years  to  come; 
and  it  might  seem' to- reasonable  men  a  waste  oC 
time  and  argument,  to  endeavor  to  enforce  the 
propriety  or  necessity  Qf  providing  a  revenue  at 
least  commensurate  to  the  objects  before  stated. 
Suc1i  novel  and  strange  ideas  bad,  bowever,  of 
late,  apparently  obtained  a  currency  in  poHueai 
circles  out  of  doors  on  this  pointy  ai^d  be  feared 
bad  not  been  entirelv  without,  tbeir  prosdyles 
even  within  these  walls;  and  so  mucb  bad  been 
thrown  out  as  to  our  capacity  of  obtaining  loaas 
upon  eligible  terms  and  to  an  almost  aoliBuied  ex- 
tent, both  for  defraying  our  dut^ent  eharj[es,aad 
even  the  interest  on  the  loans  themselves,  through 
the  medium  of  wvff^  magical  paper  machinery, 
that  he  deemed  it.  important  to  btinff  these  doc- 
trines to  an  early  tes|,  before  they  had  acquired  a 
too  fatal  ascendency  either  here  or  elsewhere  ta 
our  country.  ' 

>  The  ability  of  a  Government  to  obtain  any 
consfderable  sums  by  way  of  loans  upon  eligible 
terins,  Mr.  Bacon  said,  depended,  be  apprehended, 
mostly  upon  the  market  value  whicb  the  public 
funds  or  stocks  of  the  country  bore  in  the  market. 
Since  no  prudent  capitalist  could  be  expected  to 
loan  his  money  to  .a  Government  for  this  security 
at  par,  if  that  security  would  in  all  probability 
immediately  fall  in  his  banda  below  the  nooiiQal 
valuewhicb  it  expressed  to  be  worth;  when  this 
wa4  the  case  the  onlv  mode  pf  oblainiag  the  use 
of  such  capital  t^ust  oe  by  ailowiog  to  the  lender 
an  jbxtra  interest,  or  io  sobm  other  way  afford 
him  a  premium  therefor  ^yood  the  ordinary  rate 
of  lejgral  interest  iit  the  eouotcy. 

The  .market  value  of  public-  stoeks  or  funds 
dep^njds  afiain  upon  ttie  proportion  between  the 
interest  which  they  beari  and  the  profit  whicb 
call  be  made  hy  investing  individual  capital  in 
some  private  enterprise  or  employment  which 
the  situation  and  eircum»tanoea  of  the  country 
affords.  It  is  influenced  by  the  plenty ior  scarcity 
of  money  or  capital  in  the  country,  by  the  credit 
of  the  Government  itself,  and  by  the  quantity  of 
its  stoek  which  shall  be  circulating  in  the  market. 
These  are  principles  which  are  neither  novel  or 
original;  they  are  founded  on  imiversal  experi- 
ence, and  require,  it  is  presumed,  no  illustration 
to  establish  them  in  the  mind  ot  any  man  who 
has  at  all  reflected  upon  the  subject.  Let  us  then 
apply  them  to  the  circutnstaifces  and  ease  of  our 
own  country.    In  the  first  ]>iace,  it  is  well  known 
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tbat  we  are  not  yet  a  couotry  having  at  its  com* 
maod  a  large  disposable  moneyed  capita].  That 
we  are  a  nation  strong  in  our  own  peculiar  re- 
sources, in  a  WQll-directed  and  snccesstul  agricul- 
ture, in  the  general  industry  of  our  people,  and, 
until  of  late,  in  a  growing  and  flourishing  co;n- 
merce,  is  not  to  be  doabted.  Bat,  as  compared 
with- most  other  nations,  whose  exigencies  hiive 
compelled  them  to  resort  to  an  extensive  system 
of  public  credit,  we  are,  in  regard  to  a  surplus 
moneyed  capital}  comparatively  poor  and  feeble. 
It  is  true  that  we  have  a  nominal  bank  caoital  of 
some  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  ana  much 
reliance  is  apparently  placed  upon  this  for  tho 
'  facilities  of  loans.  Undoubtedly  ^e  shall  be  able 
to  obtain  considerable,  aids  from  that  quarter,  but 
^tili  it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  ofz-oQr  calcula- 
tions on  that  majr  be  ill  founded.  A  considerable 
part  of  this  capital,  there  is  reason  to  believe^ 
rests  upon  credit  in  sotste  shape  or  other,  and  is 
one  which  its  holders  are  compelled  to  manage 
with  (he  utmost  cautiop  and  circumspection. 
Their  loans  do  not  generally  extend  beyond  sixty 
days,  aatl  they  are  enabled,  to  extend  or  contract 
their  disoounu  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  pres- 
sure that  |s  like  to  be  made  upon  them,  and  to' 
the  general  s^fte  ^t  commercial  and  other  predit. 
It  is  not  such  loans  that  will  answer  our  purpose ; 
they^  naust  be  made  irredeemable  for  a  jQduch 
longer  period,  perhaps  for. ten  or  twelve  years.  .• . 
.  But  the  4i^mcultsf  of  obtaining  loans  in  this 
counuy  to  any  very  great  extent  does  not  rest 
altogjether  upon  theorjt;  we  are  not  without  some 
ezpeirience  on  that  pomt  From  the^e  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  strong  as,  it  was  in  capital, 
and  dependent  as  it  was  upon  the  Oovemmeot, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  loans  which. they  were 
enabled  to  make  us  during  the  continuance  of 
their  charter,  hardlv  amounted  to  seven  .millions* 
It  is  well  known  that  during  the  year  i796|  the 
Oovepoment,  beinff  pressed  Tor  the  payment  of 
the  Joans  previoasly  ejected  with  that  bank  and 
the  bank  of  New  York,  opened  a  domestic  loan 
for  five  millions,  but  were  able  to  obtain  suh* 
scriptions  only  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  irredeemablB  for  more  than 
twenty  years^  and  were  moreover  compelled,  in 
order  to  meet  their  engagement^,  to  Wi  a  large 
portion  of  th^ir  shares 4n  the  bank  upon  the  best 
terms  they  were  able  to  do.  The  credit  of  the 
Goyernment  was  as  good  then  aH  it  is  now,  and 
there  was  certainly  as  stron;^  a  disposition  in  the 
moneyed  interest  of  the  nation  to  accommodate 
them  as  there  now  is.  The  troth  is,  if  we  can 
make  it  Sox  the  interest  of  capitalists  to  lend  us 
this  money^we  shall  undoubtedly  obtain  it,  even 
from  pur  (hemies;  and  on  no  other  consideratiqn 
should  we  flatter  ourselves  from  obtaining  a  sin- 
g\e  cent  from  those  whom  we  call  our  fficDds. 

It, is  not  to  be  doubted  that  since  that  period 
the  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  has  experienced 
a  very  ceniiderable augmentation;  and, so  far  as 
that  goes,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  ability  of 
obtain ing  domestic  loans  will  he  facilitated.  It 
is  also  ineriiable  thatr  in  a  period  of  war,  the 
conunercial  capital  of  the  countcy  will  be,.ioa 


considerable  extent,  thrown  out  of  its  ordinarj 
channels  of  employmenjt,  and  may,  on  thiit  ac« 
count,  be  more  readily  drawn,  into  the  public 
funds. '  But,  it  is  at  the  same  time  to  be  considered. 
that  our  country  afibrds  other  very  wide  and 
profitable  fields  of  employment  for  capital  besidea 
commercial  pursiuu,  such  as  investment  in  oor 
new  lands,  pushing  forward  new  settlements,  and 
improvements  in  agriculture  generally.  These 
objects  have  already  been  sufficiently  tempting  to 
draw  to  theni  very  considerable  sums,  both  ofdo- 
mestic  and  loreign  capital.  Our  manufactures 
are  already  gaining  an  extension,  and  some  of 
these  branches  realize  a  profit  which  is  suffi- 
ciently tempting  ta  draw  for^h  much  capital  for 
their  prosecution — and  in  time  of  war  the  scanti- 
nesir  of  foreign  supplies  and  the  increasing  de* 
mand  of  oor  own  manufactures  must  prooablf 
increase  both  the  demand  aiul  the  piont  upon 
,  them.  It  lAay  be  added,  that  every  man  w.ho  hat 
commercial  capital  nn  hand  will  calculate  that 
the  war  will  not  probably  last  ma  by.  years— thai 
at  its  close,  new  and  profiuble  channels  of  com* 
merce  will  Again  be  opened,  when  he  can  itsume 
his  ordinary  pursuits:  and  would  not  these  mem' 
very  frequently  prefec  reserving  their  capital  for 
suph  a  use,  at  a  period  which  they  would  at  ieaat 
flatter  themselves  could  not  be  far  distant,,  to 
tying  it  dbwo  in  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Giov- 
ernment?  « It  is  truej  that  the  transferable  aatuce 
of  public  stock,  always  enablep  itsl^olders  to  re- 
alize ita  Tajue  oy  sale  in  the  market,  and  to  con- 
vert the  capital  held  in  it  to  any  other  use  which 
ihey  may  prefer-— but  any  unnsoei  Mica  mast  ia» 
evitably  depress  the  market  value,  and  thus  ezpoee 
the  original  holder  to  a  lose— and  upon  ali  theae 
remote  circumstanoes,  those  who  have  mooey  to 
invest^  can  and  will  calculate  wkh  mifch  greater 
precision  and  correctaesa  than  we  can  do  for 
them.   • 

These  (Mr.  B.  said)  are.  tome  of  the  consider^ 
ations  which  struck  him  as  worthy  of  considera- 
tion when  we  are  abaut  calculating  on  the  proa- 
pects  which  we  have  of  obtaiaing  to  a  very  ex- 
tensive degree  domestic  loans  upon  very  modeialc 
terms  of  interest,  and  tb^t  too  oo  the  aapppsitioa 
thar  we  provide  a  settled  jrcTeaue  sufficient  at 
least  to  meet  our  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  ia- 
terest  on  the  debt  which  we  may  aanuAlly  con- 
tract. But,  if  inrexsufler  ourselves  to  yield  to  the 
new  theory  of  borrowing  both  principal  and  in- 
terest, we  have  no  data  jby  which  to  judge  ttpon 
what  probable  terms  loans  nay  be  obtained  at 
ail,  or  bow  long.it  will  be  before  we  aiiist  wiM 
up  business.  Thisjs  aa  experiment  which  it  ia 
believed  no  regular  or  provident  Qovernmeat, 
which  relied  upon  public  opinion  and  ybluntary 
credit  for  the  support  of  its  ei^igenciea,  has  of  ia«a 
heea  presumptuous' enough  to  attempt.  Dnder 
such  a  system  of  finance,  oor  coarse  mast  probi- 
bly  be  that  of  all  other  individoak  of  deepenile 
fortune  and  broken  resourcea,  and,  like  other  banfe- 
ropts,  we  must  trust  to  chance,  and  get  along  at 
the  mercy  of  sbavpers  and  shavers.  He  did  not 
uae  these  terms  i«  relatiea  to  those  who  would 
take  advantage  of  cmi  neeeaaitiea  by  way  of  ra* 
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proach  against  them.  The  public  debt  of  a  na- 
tion was  always  a  fafr  object  of  specalatton,  And 
tf^  by  a  course'  of  (lii provident  conduct,  we  driTe 
ourselves  to  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  ruinfoas 
and  unconscionable  demands,  the  fault  lies  at  our 
own  door,  and  we  ought  to  be  made  aceonntable 
to  the  nation  for  the  result.  Under  such  a*  sys- 
tem of  management,  it  is  impossible^  to  say  what 
prudent  capitalist  would  trust  us  at  all,  or  upon 
what,  even  tolerable/ terms.  .  Bot,  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  all  doubts  of  this  sort  were  removed, 
what  would  be  the  inevitable  effect  of  throwing 
intoihe  market  annnally  such  an  increased  amount 
of  public  deb^  as^  this  system  must  require  ?  fhe 
same  at  least  as  glutting  it  witb  any  other  com* 
modity  beyond  the  natural  rise  and  demand,  and, 
from  the  delicate  nature  of  public  credit,  probably 
much  greater  and  more  sensible;  The  result  of 
it  for  only  two  years  is  briefly  alluded  to  tn  the 
report  of  the  committee,  going  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  an  extraordinary  expenditure  of  eleven 
millions  a  year.  We  must,  if  no  additional  re- 
source be  provided,  raise  by  loan  for  the  neict 
year  917,560,000,  and  for  the  succeeding  year, 
$18,220,000,  exclusive  of  $1^,570,000  annually  for 
tiie  reimbursement  of  the  old  debts  agreeably  to 
existing  contract,  making  an  average  of  nearW 
twenty  millions  annually^  The  effects  of  such 
an  operation  upon  the  price  of  public  stocks,  and 
the  consequent  terms  of  all  f6t<He  loans,  must  be 
abundantly  manifest. 

We  are  not  (said  Mr.  ]B.)  without  some  expe* 
rieoce'  also  on  this  point.  He  had  been  informed, 
from  sources  that  he  believed  could  be  depended 
upon,  that,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  making  re^ 
mittanoes  from  Great  Britain  to  this  country  by 
means  of  British  inanufactures,  American  mer- 
chants had  bebn  in  the  habit,  during  the  last 
year,  of  purchasing  American  stocks  which  were 
owned  in  Great  Britain,  and  remitting  them  to 
this  country.  The  whole  amount,  however,  did 
Bot  probably  exceed  three  millions.  But,  ^he  ef- 
fect of  throwing  only  this  Onusual  quantity  into 
market  had,  he  was  assured,  sunk  the  price  of 
ateeks,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  yea>,  as  much 
u  four  per  cent,  below  their  former  price,  and 
had  at  one  tima.  reduced  them  below  par.  They 
had  itt  soipe  measure  recovered  from  this  depres- 
sion. But  he  perceived  that,  though  it  was  now 
nearly  at  the  close  of  a  quartet,  when  they  were 
nauaUy  a  little  higher  than  at  other  periods,  tbey 
were  now  quoted  in  the  price  currents  of  the 
day  a«  but  barely  at  par ;  in  one  instknce  he  had 
ktely  noticed  they  were  stated- as  a  little  b^low. 
From  this  circumstance,  thcp,  we  may  perhaps 
judge  something  of  the- etfect  which  may  be  pro- 
duced by  ^  sudden  influx  of  new  stock  to  the 
moBoal  amount  of  twentv  millions. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  with  her  immense  mass  of  funded  debt, 
docs  not  venture  to  put  into  circulatron  at  once  a 
very  large  portioa  of  new  atock.  it  is  there  let 
out  gradualiv,  and  as  the  state  of  the  market  will 
bear,  through  the  )nediUm  of  the  bank*  who  act 
■as  the  ag^ts  of  thesuecessfal  bidders  or  the  loan, 
and  support,  them  in  ail  their  operBtiona— a  mode 


I  which,  from  the  maimer  of  taking  loanS)  and  for 
other  reasons,  cannot  in  this  country  be  so  soc- 
cessfblly  adopted. 

It  was  not  his  disposition  (Mr.  R  said)  to  over- 
rate the  strength  or  wisdom  of  oar  adversary, 
much  less  to  undervalue  those  pf  our  own  coun- 
try. But  we  are  about  to  enga^  in  a  solemn 
conflict  with  Great  Britam,  and  it  may  be  well 
for  Us  to  estimate  accurately  in  the  outset,  not 
only  her  military  and  her  naval  streogth,  bur 
what  is  of  at  least  equal  importance  in  modem 
warfar)»,  her  pecuniarv  and  financial  streneth; 
for,  to  understand  truly  the  full  extent  of  the 
force  which  we  may  have  to  encoaoter,  aflbrds 
the  only  probable  chance  we  have  for  overcomiog 
it.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  il« 
situation  of  British  finances  to  be  such  that  her 
Government  must  be  on  the  very  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy. Perhaps  it  was  so.  With  vcsj^fect  to  her 
gei^eral  paper  system  he  did  not  pretend  to  be 
able  to  make  any  certain  calculations.  Bat,  if 
we  haye  not.the  wisdom  or  the  firmness  to  raise 
even  so  large  a  portion  of  our  current  expeodi- 
tures  by  adequate  revenue  as  is  nowask^d  for  by 
the  Executive  and  by  the  committee,  he  woald 
hazard  the  prediction- that  we  should  very  shortly 
indeed  advance  much  more  rapidljr  in  the  road 
to  na^onal bankruptcy  than  Great  Britain  has  is 
yet  done,  with  all  her  follies  and  all  her  prodi- 
gality. How  far^  then,  does  she  rely  npoo  a 
mere  system  of  loans  and  public  credit  for  tke 
supply  of  her  annual  expenditures  7  In  the  yeu 
1808,  her  whole  annual  expenditure,  fndoding 
the  sums  applied  to  the  redemption  of  her  debt, 
was  about  seven ty-fi^  millions  sterling,  of  whteh 
she  raised  within  the  y^ar  about  fif^y-eight  mil- 
lions by  taxes,  and  about  seventeen  milltons  by 
loans. 

The  interest  of  her  public  debt  was  aboot 
tw'enty  millions,  and  the  amount  of  principal  ex- 
tinguished during  the  ye^r  was  more  than  nine 
millions,  being  more  than  half  of  the  whole 
amount  borrowed,  and  leavjng  a  net  increase  of 
debt  of  but  about  eight  million:^  or  less  than  one^ 
ninth  part  of  her  wholes  expenditure,  la  1811 
the  proportions  raised  by  taxes  and  by  loans  were 
about  tn6  same.  4t  may  also  be  remarked,  that 
oh  every  new  loan  which  was  authorized  by  that 
Government  of  late  years,  they  made  it  a  prin- 
ciple to  provide  funds  from  accrjiing  revenue  suf- 
ficient not  only'to  pay  the  annual  interest  on  the 
loan,  but  also  to  reimburse  annually  one  per  eeot. 
on  its-  principal.  From  these  and  other  provis- 
ions which  had  been  adopted  into  her  financial 
system,  the  Government  was  enabled  to  borrow 
money  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  they  had 
done  twenty  years  since,  notwithstanding  the 
immense  increase  of  their  -debt  within  that  pe- 
riod. Gh'eat  Britain  as  well  knows  the  extent 
knd  strength  of  our  financial  means  as  we  do 
ourselves,  and  let  lis  not,  by  a  feeble,  a.  rainoos, 
and  a  shortsighted  system,  teach  her  to  despise  os. 

Much  has  been  said  eut  of  this  House^  and 
considerable  within  it,  though  not  in  debate,  upon 
the  facility  with  lirhich  all  our  expenses  mieht 
he  defrayed,  by  some  A>rt  of  papar  system,  cafled 
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Erchequer  biMs  and  Treasury  notes;  and  it 
seemed  to  possess  the  raiDds  of' some  i^ntlemeti 
that  this  species  of  Grovern'ment  paper  might  be 
invested  with  a  sort  of  magical  effect,  which 
would  at  once  acqqire  tiobounded  credit,  without 
danger  of  depreciation,  although  no  particular 
provision  should  be  made  for  paying  the  interest 
upo|i  it,  or  for  its  ultimate  redemption.  Jt  had 
indeed  be^n  casually  mentioned  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  tBat  such  papers  might  occa- 
sionally bf  issued  to  a  small  but  moderate  ex^ 
tent;  and  it  was  evident  that  h'e  did  not  calculate 
upon  it  as  anything  more  than  a  small  auxiliary 
aid  to  the  principal  revenue,  and  as  something 
perhaps  in  anticipation  of  it,  or  to  makegood 
unexpected  defiqlencies.  What  is  the  nature  of 
these  Exchequer  bills,  and  to  what  extent  are 
the  Gtovernmenrable  to  rely  upon  them,  even  in 
Great  Britain,  from  which,  it  is  presumed,  our 
notions  of  them  are  takeifl  If  gentlemen  will 
^ive  themselvesv  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  sub- 
leot,  they  will  find  that  they  are  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  Government  security  bearing  interest 
from  the  time  they  issu^^  circulated  through  th§ 
agency  of  the  bat^k,  usualfy  funded  like  other 
public  stocks  at  tjie  ebd  of  the  .yeaf  or  other  short 
period,  and  the  interest  provided  fot  ^nd  paid, 
leaving  to  the  Government  but  little  advantage 
over  an  ordinary  loan.  So  great  is  the  danger  of 
this  depreciation,  and  s6  cautiously  are  they  re- 
sorted to  there,  thiit  out  of*  an  anpual  expendi- 
ture of  seventy  pr  eighty  millions  they  rarely 
venture  to  issue  more  than  three  or  four  millions 
of  Exchequer  bills.  How  small  an  aid,  there- 
fore, should  we  be  abl^  to  derive  from  them,  and 
at  the  same  time  preserve  our  and  their  credit.  ^ 
Of  all  the  other  disastrous  effects  that  might 
be  apprehended  from*  the  worst  events  of  a  for- 
eign wiirj  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  most  deplore 
those  which  must  "result  from  a  broken  public 
credit,  and  a  depreciated  pap^r  currency.  Its 
operation  upon  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment, both  at  home  and  abroad,  would  be  such 
as  it  would  hardly  recover  f^om  tor  a  century  to 
come.  Upon^the  habits  and  morals  of  the  coun- 
try it  would  be  mosit  corrupting  and  disastrous, 
producing  a  state  of  general  distrust,  speculation, 
and  fraud,  the  ruin  of  the  honest  and  unsuspect- 
ing, 9nd  the  enriching  of  the  avariciousand  un- 
principled. The  state  of  public  securities  during 
and  alter  the  Revolution  afforded  us  some  expe- 
rience on  this  head ;  and  could  we  again  consent 
to  see  our  public  paper  purchased  up  by  a  few 
sagacious  and  wealthy  capitalists  at  6ne-eighth 
of  it»  nominal  value,  and  eventually  redeemed, 
as  it  must  i>e,  at  par  ?  He  said  it  must  be,  because 
if  this  paper  should  settle,  as.it  would  do,  mostly 
in  those  sections  of  the  country  where  money 
capital  was  the  most  abundant,  and  the  Govern- 
ment should,  after  a  peace,  refuse  to  perform  its 
engagement  to  the  holders,  it  must  produce  a 
atoock  upon  the  Government,  which  all  the  arti- 
ficial bonds  of  our  national  Union  would  be  un- 
able to  resist.  He  trusted  that,  in  order  to  pro-* 
vide  against  an  dceurrenee  of  this  nature,  no 
means'wiihin  oor  power  would  for  a  moment  foe 


omitted.  This  can  only  b'^  done  by  the  early  or- 
ganization of  a  revenue  commensurate  to  the 
preservation  of  our  credit  unimpaired. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  we  can  well  enough 
carry  on  a  war  for  one  year  upon  our  credit  alone, 
and  that  it  will  be  time  enoiigh  after  that  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenues.  It  is  p^bably  forgot- 
ten that  this  is  the  very  basis  assui&ed  by  the 
committee,  and  on  which  we  must  proceed.  For 
the  expenses  of  this  year  we  have  already  authot- 
ized  a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  and  upon  that  we 
must  -rely.  If  we  provide  a  system  of  revenue 
this  year,. it  will  not  come  into  the  Treasury  un- 
til the  next;  the  question  th^n  was,  Qot  whether 
we  should  carry  on  the  war  one  year  upon  loans ; 
bqt  whether  we  should  postpone  for  this  year  the 
providing  of  revenue  to  the  extent  proposed  by 
the  committee,  and  rely  for' two  years  upon  loans 
for  the  payment  efall  our  extraordinary  expensea 
— a  greater  portion  of  the  ordinary  ones,, and  the 
interest  on  our  pew  and  old  debt.  He  hoped  that 
such  degree  of  improvidence  would  not  be  list- 
ened to. 

It  bad  sometimes  been  whispered  that  our  citi- 
zens might  be  found  unwilling  to  hear  of  taxea 
even  in  prospect  until  they  were  fairly  engaged 
in  the  war,  and  |hat  then  they  would  submit  to 
them  with  cheerfulness.  Mr.  B:  said,  he. much 
doubted  whether  war  in  itself,  under  anv  circum- 
stances, was  attended  with  so  many  alleviating 
considerations  as  to  render  altogether  acceptable 
in  fact  that  which  it  was  supposed  could  not  be 
tolerated  by  oar  citizens  even  in  prospect.  If  the 
people  will  not  bear  the  necessary  t^xes,  it  cannot 
with  propriety  be  said  that  they  will  bear  the 
contemplated  war,  and  the  sooner  we  know  it  the 
better.  For  hi?  part,  he  could  not  reconcile  it 
with  his  ideas  of  an  honest  and  a  fair  polioy  to 
hold  ptit  any  delusive  expectations  to  the  people. 
He  wished  them  tq  look  upon  war  as  he  looked 
upoti  it.  and  ats  it  really  was,  a'rugsed  and  a  thor- 
ny road,'and  not  a  primrose  path  of  mere  pastime 
and  revelry.  Let  us  not  contj^nt  ourselves  with 
hobbling  alone  upon  the  temporary  expedients  of 
the  day,  which  must'sooh  fail  us,  and  with  them 
the  people  themselves  will  desert  us.  Let  us  ra- 
ther do  our  duty  to  ourselves  lind  to  the  people, 
leaving  it  to  them  to  do  what  they  shall  think 
theirs  to  us. 

If  theUj  (^aid  Mr.  B.,)  the  necessity  of  providing 
at  this  time  additional  revenue  is  apparent,  at 
least  to  the  extent  proposed  by  the  committee,  the 
remaining  question  i^  as  to  the  sources  from  which 
it  can  most  easily  and  conveniently  be  drawn. 
These)  in  this  country,  it  is  well  known^  are  not 
numerous.  Our  internal  moneyed  capital  is  com* 
paratively  small ;  and  those  branches  of  industry 
and  manufacture,  which  in  most  European  coun- 
tries are  the  sources  of  large  revenues,  are  few 
and  feeble.  It  has  been  the  geperal  endeavor  of 
the  committee  to  select  such  as  promised  to  be  the 
most  productive  in  themselves,  and  i^s,  in  their 
judgment,  he  presumed,  would  bear  with  the  most 
equality  upon  the  different  sections  and  interests 
of  the  country.  Whether  they  had  attained  thia 
object,  leas  it  question  for  the  House  to  decide. 
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He  would  say  for.himseIf,iha^ though  be  had  follf 
assented  to  the  general  system  recoromended  by 
the  coroooittee,  ne  could  not  pn  feM  to  be  euiirely 
satisfied  with  all  the  details  and  proportions  of 
some  of  the  duties  proposed.  One  thing  at  least, 
he  thought,  might  safely  be  affirmed  in  the  gene- 
ral, that  the  interior  or  agricultural  interest  had 
no  right  to  complain  when  Ihey  compared  their 
burdens  with  those  proposed  to  be  laid  upon  the 
cities  and  the  seaboard  generally;  and  he  had  ra- 
ther, for  one,  that  some  of  them  had  been  a  little 
differently  apportioned.  He  would  very  briefly 
notice  thecQ  all  in  this  point  of  view,  aad  in  rela- 
tion to  their  local  and  sectional  bearing. 

The  first  was,  the  additional  duty  of  impost. 
This  being,  generally  a  tax  upon  consumption, 
was  probably  more  equal  upon  the  whole,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  local  bearings,  than  .any  other  mode  of 
raising  money  which  we  could  resort  to,  which, 
added  to  the  consideration  of  it&  more  easy  eol- 
lection,  had.  made  it  heretofore  almost  the  only 
one  on  whicli  we  had  relied,  and  would  probably 
be  so  again  on  the  return  of  peace.  Tne  great 
(question,  in  relation  to  it,  was  the  extent  to  which 
it  could  safely  and  practij^ally  be  carried;  and  in 
this  point  of  view  he  would,  notice  it  hereafter. 

The  seooBd  object  proposed,  was  the  retention 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  (imount  of  draw- 
backs. This  he  considered  might  fairly  be  put 
down  as  a  dedoetion  from  mercantile  profit  on 
that  branch  of  our  export  trade^  which  consisted 
of  reexportations'of  foreign  ^articles,  and  operat- 
ing of  course  almost  exclusively  upon  the  com- 
mercial sections  of  the  country.  In  time  of  war, 
Ihe  amount  of  that  trade  tnust  be  very.inconsider^ 
able,and  the  product  of  the  duty  of  course  small. 
'  The  additional  tonnage  duty  might  appear  at 
first  view  to  fall  also  en^rely  on  the  ntereantile 
part  of  the  community ;  but  wpiiid  not  it  incor- 
porate itself,  in  a  great  fneasure.  with  'the  freight, 
and  like  that  fall  eventuallv  very  much  upon  the 
consumer  of  the  articles  which  were  the  subjects 
of  freight  ?    He.  apprehended  it  might. 

The  salt  tax,  it  was  evident,  fell  almost  exclu- 
sively'upon  the  agricultural  part  of  the  country, 
and  principally  upon  that  portion  of  them  living 
in 'that  section  between  the  seaboard  and  the 
Western  waters— ttie  former,  from  thefr  contigui- 
ty to  the  salt  water,  requiring  the  Use  of  very  little 
aalt,  and  the  latter  b^ing  supplied  from  their  in- 
terior manufactures. 

The  duty  upon  stills  woyld  probably  fall  the 
most  heavy,  compared  with  any  other  species  of 
tax,  upon  the  Middle  and  Western  States^  who 
manufactured  the  greatest  quantity  of  donaestic 
spirits.  It  would  be  remarked,  thai  it  was  extreme- 
ly light,  indeed,  and  calculated  to  raise  but  half 
of  what  was  collected  from  the  same  object  in 
ihe  year  1800. 

The  tax  upon-  retailers,  including  taTern«> 
keepers,  he  considered  as  likely  to  fall  with  much 
the  greatest  weight  upon  the  cities  in  the  first 
place,  and  generally  upon  the  northern  and  mid- 
dle portions  of  the  union  :  though  some  gentlemen 
professed  to  View  it  otherwise,  it  was,  in  his 
view,  compared  with  others,  a  very  heavy  one. 


The  duties  upon  sales  At  auction,  ao  far  as  it 
applied  to  floods  and  merchandise,  eoald  be  con- 
sidered in  Its  operation  as  but  an  additional  im- 
post OA  foreign  goods,  falling  pretty  roach  tt|>oa 
the  consumer.  As  it  applied  Co  the  sale  of  ships 
and  vessels,  it  would  fall  (he  most  heavily  on  the 
mercantile  sections  of  the  country. 

The  duties' on  sugars  refined,  uaust  from  tlieir 
nature  fall  upon  the  co^s^mers  in  everj  part  of 
the  Union,  and  was  perhaps  as  equal  in  la  opera- 
tion as  any  other  existing  duty. 

•^The  dutv  upon  carriages  must  fall  maeh  the 
most  heavily  or  the  Atlantic  States,  both  North- 
ern^ Middle,  and  Southern,  at  least  as  far  as  Vir- 
ginia ;  but  would  be  felt  in  a  very  inconsiderable 
degree  by  the  WesteMi  States — he  contideied  it 
comparatively  as  a  pretty  heavy  one. 

The  stamp  duties  would  in  their  operation  be 
found  to  apply  almost  exclusively  to  baoktog  and 
mercantile  operations  in  the  first  instance ;  bat, 
so. far  as  they  might  have  a  tendency  to  raise  the 
interest  of  money,  would  probably  indirectly  fall 
more  or  less  upon  almost  every  poriioo  of  the 
country. 

The  direct  tax,  upon  whatever  principles  it 
might  l>e  laid  and  assessed,  would,  it  was  very 
certain,  be  found  to  fall  much  the  most  heavily 
upon  the  agricultural,  interior,  and  newly  settled 
portions  of  the  Union-»-the  aggjregate  wealth  aad 
the  active  disposable  capita^  which  could  be  spared 
for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  payment  of 
any  species  of  tax,  being  so  much  less  thaa  in  the 
commercial  ai^d  old  settled  States,  a  tax  which 
was  apportion^  merely  by  numbers  of  inbabit- 
ants  would  undoubtedly  be  found  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  pay.  The  alleviating  considerations 
which  had  been  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  regard  (p  its  actual  operation  upoa 
the  Western  States,  however,  furnished  a  very 
great  drawback  upon  their  real  weight;  and  thoie 
States  had,  he  apprehended  upon  the  whote^  the 
least  right  of  all  others  to  complain  of  the  com- 
bined operation  of  the  whole  system. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  thus  given  briefly,  imper- 
fectly, and,  perhaps*  very  incorrectly,  siich  views 
as  he  had  been  able  to  form  in  relation  tp  theg[en- 
eral  bearings  of  the  system  under  consideration. 
He  was  sensible  of  his  great  incompetence  lo  do 
justice  to  so  extensive  and  complicated  a  subject. 
His  iinpressioos  were  given  with  real  diffidence, 
and  he  should  be  happy  to  see  bis  errors  corrected 
by  gentlemen  of  more  experience  and  sag[aeity. 
He  trusted  that  ^'eatleinen  who  concurred  in  the 
necessity  of  raising  at  this  time,  ip  some  way  or 
other,  the  amount  of  revenue  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  would  not  be  governed  in 
their  votes  by  mere  local  considerations,  growing 
out  ofthe  unequal  operation  of  any  one  species  of 
tax  upon  their  particular  constituents;  but  that 
they  would  rather  look  to  the  combined  operation 
of  the  whole  system,  and  with  those  enlarged 
views,  by  the  aid  of  which  alone  we  could  ex- 
pect to  come  to  a  successful  and  practicable  re- 
^ult ;  and  that  if,  after  all,  any  member  ehouid 
feel  it  his  duty  to  withhold  his  absent  from  any 
one  or  more  .of  the  proposed  objects  of  taxauoa, 
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that  he  would  at  the  same  time  endeavor  to  point 
out  soCDe  source  equally  productive  and  more  just 
in  its  operation  to  which  i^  mi^t  be^thought  ex 
pedient  to  resort.  « 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  now  a^d  but  a  few  ob- 
servations in  relation  to  t|ve  first  resolution  more 
immediately  under  the  consideration  of  the  eoni-' 
inittee,  and  would  then  submit  the  whole  subject 
to  the  good  sense  of  the  HoCise,  reserving  o^y 
aubift  explanations  as  might  be  called  for  on  the 
other  propositions  submitted  \ii  the  repor/. 

As  to  the  amount  to  whicbjt  might  be  found 
practicable  or  expedient  to  carrjr.ihe  present  du- 
ties of  ioipost,  be  had  iiot  that  practical  knowledge 
which  enabled  him  to  deteirmine  with  any  great 
des^ree  Of  certainty,  though  he  was:persuaued  that- 
they  might  safely  be  cairried  much  higher  than 
they  weveat  present^Jf  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try required  it,  He^  found  that  on  every  fdrmer 
increase  which  had  tlaken  place^  it  had.  been  said 
by  many  ^gentlemen  that  they  were  already  as 
hi^h  as  they^  would  bear,"  without  incurring  the 
danger  of  smuggling,  and  the  consequent  diminuo 
lion  of  the  revenge  expectell  from  them ;  such, 
however,  Jiad.in  no  instance,  he  believed,. been 
the  result..  He  then  adverted  to  the  various  pe- 
riods when  auch  increase  of  duties  bad  taken 
place,  and  stated,  that  from  officbil  documents  it 
appeared  not  only  that  the  actual  revenue  had  in- 
creased prbporttonably,  but  chat  the  articles  fhem- 
selres  upon  which  such  increased  duties  had  been 
laid,  had  also  experienced  a  regular 'and  progres* 
sive  increase  of  .importation.  What  was  the  high- 
est point  to  which  the  duty  could  now  be  cai:ried, 
it  was  impossible  td  say ;  practical  nien  of  great 
weight  and  respectability  di0fered  widely  upon 
this  question,  and  it  could  probably  be  conclusive- 
ly i^ettled  only  by  experiment.  iTne  High  author- 
ity of  the  Secretary  of  the  treasury  Was  decided^ 
ty  in  favor  of  the  amount  recommended  by  the 
cominittee.  He  should  be  happy,  he  said^  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  experienced  members  on  all  sides 
of  the  House  on  this  point,  having  very  little  can- 
fidenoe  in  his  own  opinions ;  but  he  would  move, 
under  his  present  impressions^  that  the  Commrit- 
te^  of  the  Whole  should  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  adoption  of  the 
first  resolution.  . 

When  Mr^  BAi^ONhad  concluded,  the  Commit-' 
tee  rose^  and  the  Bouse  adjourned.     '' 


WfenirE8DA,T,  Febnrary  26. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  the  Ursuline  Nuns,  of  (he  city  of 
New  Orleans,  presented  It  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  Ur- 
saliae  Nuns  in  the  city  df  New  Orleans ;  which 
wa;f  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  iiext. 

The  foUowing^  resolutton^  in  the  form  of  a  joint 
resolution,  of  the  two  Houses,  was  .submitted  by 
Mr.  Scyeert: 

Beaolttid  bv  the  Senate  and  IhuH  of  ReprtHntaiiwtM 
of  the  Uniiti  Siaipa  o/  Amerka,  in  Cwgnn  otteai- 
bUdj  That  the  President  of  the  8«nat«  and  the  Speaker 


of  die  House  of  Representatives.  f<Xr  the  time  heing, 
be,  and  they  a^e  hereby,  apthorized  to  grant  the  use  d 
the  books  in  the  Library  of  Congress  to  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unitcid  States,  at  the  times, 
and  on  the  same  terms,  conditions,  apd  restrictions,  as 
member^  of  Congress  ^re  allowed  to  use  aaid  books. 

The  resolution  wati  read  twice,  apd  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  nod  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  mto  a  Commix- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Oomiaittee 
•of  Ways  and  Means,  proposing  a  plan  to  raise  the 
revenue  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  present 
aqd  two  succeeding  years ;"  and,  a0er  some  time 
spient  therein,  the  Conunitiae  rose,  and  reported 
.their  agreement  to  the  resolutions  therein  con- 
tained, amended  to  read  as  follows: 

1.'  Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per 
centum  be  made  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  du- 
ties now  imposed,  .by  law,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise;  imported  into  the  United  States, 

^.  Resohedf  Thattwentj-fiye  per  centum  be  retain- 
ed on  alt  drawbacks  allowed  by  law,  on  the  exportation 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the 
United  Sutes. 

3.  Hemhed,  That  additional  tonnage  ditties  be  laid 
at  the  following  rates,  viz :  ^ 

1.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  twenty  cents  a  ton  per  year. 
.    2.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- ' 
ted  States,  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of 
the  vessel. 

3.  On  all  foreign  vessels^  one  dollar  and  twenfy-five 
cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4.  Meeohedf  That  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
be  laid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  States. 

,  5.  Reeoleed,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licenses  to  distil 
spirits  'at  the  following  rates,  viz  : 

1.  On  stills  employed  in  distilling 'spirits  from  for^' 
eig^  materials,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  per 
gallon,  on  the  capacity  of  sncK  stills. 

2.  On  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling  splrfts  from 
domestic  materials,  at  any  distillery  at  which  there  are 
oire  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity,  together,  than  one 
hundred  and  fiAy  gallons,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per 
galkin,  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

.  '3.  On  other  stills,  solely  employed  in  distilling  spir-' 
its  from  fruit,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  on  each  still  a 
year. 

4.  On  other  s^ls^  solely  employed  in  distilling  spir- 
its from  any  domestic  materials,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
dollars  on  each  still  a  year. 

6.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licepses  to  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise,  in- 
cluding tavern-keepers,  at  the  following  rates,  namely : 

If  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  containing  more  than 
one  hundred  filmilies, 

l.^On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  including 
wines  and  spirits,  twenty-five  dollars. 

2.  Ditto,  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

3.  Ditto,  or  spirits  alone,  twenty  doflars. 

4.  Ditto,  ef  domestic  spirits  alone,  fifteen  dollars. 

,  6.  Ditto,  of  foreign  merchandise,  other -than  wines 
and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  any  other  place  than  cities^  lowns^  or  villages,  c^ 
taining  more  than  one  hundred  families, 

I.'  On  ntailers  of  foreign  merchafidise,  indudinf 
winer  and  sptrili,  fifteen  doUais* 
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t.  Ditto,  of  wines  end  spirits,  fifteefl  dollars. 
3.  Ditto,  of  domestic  spiriti  alone,  ten  dollars. 
.  4.  Ditto,  of  foreign  merchandise,  oth^r  than  wines 
and  spiriu,  fifteen  dollars. 

7.  Resolved,  That  duties.be  laid  on  saTea  at  auction 
of  foreign  merchandise,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money,  two  tlollars  :  and  on  sales  at  auc- 
tkm  of  ships  or  venels,  for  every  hundred  doUai>  of 
the  purchase  money,  twenty-five  cents. 

8.  Retohed,  That  a  duty  of  four  cents  p«r. pound 
be  laid  on  all  sugars  refined  in  the  United  States,  al- 
lowing a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  same. 

9.  Resolved,  That  duties  he  laid  on  carriages,  used 
•for  the  conveyance  of  pefsons,  at  the  following  rates, 
viz; 

1.  On  every  ooaoh,  chariot,  and  post  chaise,  twenty- 
five  dollars; 

2.  On  every  phston,  and  on  every  coachee  having 
pannel  worik  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  fifteen  dol- 

3.  On  every  other  four-wheel  carriage  hanging,  on 
steel  springs,  ten  dollars. 

4.  On  every  four-wheal  carriage  hanging  on  iron 
or  wooden  springs,  and  on  every  tw6-wheeL  carriage, 
with  a  top,  or  hanging  on  steel  or  ir6n  springs^  five 
dollars. 

5.  On  every  o|her  four  or  two-wheehcarriage,  three 
dollars. 

}0.  Reiolv^,  That  alamp  duties  be  laid  on  the  fol- 
lowing instruments  of  writing,  viz  : 

1,  On  all  notes  payable  to  bearer  or  order, issued  by. 
any  bank  or  bankers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
dollar  for  every  hundred  dollars,  with  an  option  to*  pay 
in  lieu  thf  reof  two-and-a-half  per  centum  on  their  divi- 
dends. ^  .  . 

2.  On  all  notes-of*hand  above  fifty  dollars,  payable 
to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  more  endorsers ;  and 
on  all  bills  of  exchange,  above  fifty  dollars,  having  one 
or  more  endorsers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  fijre  cents 
for  every  hundred  dollars. 

U.  Resolved,  That  three  millions  of  dollars  >be  raised 
by  a  direct  tax,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States,  agreeably  to  the. rule  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution. ,  .     ' 

12.  Resolved,  That  each  State  be  authorized  to  pay 
the  amount  of  its  quota  to  the  United  States,. with  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  assess- 

«  ment  is  commenced,  and  of  seven-and-a-half  per  cent 
if  paid  before  the^tax  becomes  due. 

13.  Resolved,  That  all  the  duties  above  enumerated' 
and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  become  paya" 
ble  only  after  the  United  States  shall  have  become  en- 
gaged in  a  War  with  a  foreign  European  nation. 

14.  Resolved,  That  the  saM  duti^  and  tax  shall  con- 
tinue until  one  year  aiter  the  conclusion  of  peac^  with 
such  foreign  nation,  and  no  longer. 

And  Iheo  the  House  adjourned. 


ThcrsdaYj  February  27; 

The  resolution  grantii^g  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  the  privilege  of  using  the  books 
of  the  Congress  LiBrary,  was  rea4  the  third  time 
and4)a8sed, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
Hquse  "  to  auth<»rize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, under  the  direction,  of  the  President  of  thei 
United  States,  to  purchase  of  WinsloXr  LeWis  hn  I 


patent  right  to  the  new  and  improved  method  of 
lighting  light-houses,  and  for  other  purposes^" 
With  amendments.  They  have  also  passed  a  bill 
for  the  establishment  of  of  a  General  Lipd  Ofiice 
in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury ;  in  which 
amendments  and  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  war  taxes  ;  wheo  a  con- 
currence In  the  first  resolution,  increasing  the  im«^ 
post  duties  one  hundred  per  ceot.  being  onder 
consideration ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called 
upon  the  resolution,,  the  Speaker  diiecied  the 
Clerk  to  proceed  with  the  call.  Just  after  Mr. 
Alston  had  answered  to  his  name.  Mr.  Widgeit 
addressed  the  Speaker.  The  Speaker  deeiitetf 
that  the  call  had. commenced,  and  the  geatlemas 
could  not,  therefore,  accordincr  to  cherjules  of  the 
House,  be  heard,  except  the  House  should  deter- 
mine otherwise.  The  call  Was  insis'ted  opoo.aoi 
the  resolutioR  was  concurred  i^,  71  to  40.  as  fol- 
lows :  • 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Andenon.  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Baoon^  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wyiiam  A.  Boxwefl, 
WilUaJD  BuUes,  John  C.  GalhouB,  Lsmgdon  Chens, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Oochimn,  Willuun  .Csawfeci 
Roger  ]>svis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  ']>eslia,  SeaasI 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  MeshaclL  Frsmklin,  Tbeosf 
Gholscin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fdix 
Grnndy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haiper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph K?nt,  William  R.  King,  William  Lowndes,  Aana 
Lyle,  Nsthaniel  Macon,  William  McCoy,  SamocJ  Mc- 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^  Samoel  L. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Xel- 
son,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  J^ewbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Israel  Pidcens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasaoti, 
junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  WilliajB  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  |tinggold,  John  Rhea,  Jahn  Roane, 
Jona&an  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammoos,  EbeneiEer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
AdamSeybert,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  Snilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  WHIiam  Strong,  Geoige  M.Tioap, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wtight- 

Nats — John  Baker,  A^i^h  Bigelow,  Hamaaiis 
Bleeckcr,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brighem,  Epaph- 
roditus  Chanipion,  Martini  ChiUendes,  John  Bavea- 
port,  jun.,  William  £ly,.Jamefi  Emott,  James  Fiab,  Aa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwia 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  iunior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingaton,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Mllnor,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseloy,  Joseph  Pearson;  Timothy  PitkJa,  junior, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  fieary 
M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewv 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjainin  TaUmadge, 
Uri*  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  iouior,  Lewis  Wheatcn. 
Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  and  Thocaai 
WUsoH. 

A  concurrence  in  the  second  resolution,  ia  n- 
lation  to  draDrbacks  was  the  next  question. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  if  the  House  calculated  upon 
this  prorision  as  an  arricU  of  rerenue,  tb^  would 
certainly  be  disappointed ;  for  he  believed,  insteid 
of  benefiting  the  revenue,  Jt  would  injure  it. 
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Mr..Fi8(  ODOTed  to  postone  th«  further  eonsid- 
eration  of  all  the  resolutions  before  the  House 
ODtit  the  first  MoiKi«y  to  April  uez^.  Mr.  P.  as- 
sigoedaii  his  reasons  for  this  motion,  that  a«aM 
were  agreed  these  tai^es  were'war  tares,  he  thouirht 
it  time  enough  \h  agree  upon  them  when  war  be* 
e»me  ceriain ;  that  there  was  no  doubt  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  were  amply  sufficient 
whenever  Congress  determined  to  call  them  forth, 
but  he  saw  no  necessity^ for  alarming  the  people 
with  odious  taxes  beforehand.  Another  reason 
for  the  postponement^  he  said  he  disliked  the  sys^ 
tern,  and  if  a  little  time  was  given,  a  more  ac-j 
cepiable  one  to  the  people  might  be  formed. 
Whenever  war  became  unavoidable,  he  would  be 
as  ready  as*  any  other  member  .to  vote  the  neces- 
sary taxes  \  but  he  wished  not  to  vote  for  them 
in  advance.  It  was  on  .this  ground  he  had  voted 
against  the  first  resolution. 

Mr/  Porter  seconded  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment. Whenever  the  question  of  war  came  be- 
fore the  Souse,  he  would  be  as  ready  to  vote  for 
it  as  any  member,  and  for  taxes  to  ^pport  it; 
and  now,  if  gentlemen  would  si^y  they  were  ready 
to  lay  the  taxes,  without  reserve,  he  would  yo|e 
for  thero,  but  he  wished  not  to  lay  them  by  anti- 
cipation. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  McKim, 
Smilib,  TrouPjRbea,  Johnson,  Boyd,  Findlbt. 
Calhoun,  and  Cbbves,  on  the  grofiMid'of  its  im- 
propriety and  impolicy.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  having  recommended  to  Congress  a 
system  of  taxation,  which  has  been  published  to 
the  world,  and  this  House  having,  in  committee, 
agreed,  by  large  majorities,  to  ^he  several  taxes 
proposed  hythat  committee,  to  be  llHd  whenever 
a.  war  shall  take  plac^,  and  not  before,  and  if  no 
war  takes  pkce,  of  course  tire  whale  will  be  a 
dead  letler,  it  would  appear  strange  if  they  were 
now  to  adopt  a  nkocion  like  the  presenti  The 
people  ^ould  be  at  a  loss  to  acooCint  for  such  a 
coarse.  They  would  begin  to  fear  Congress  were 
not  serious  in  their  declarations  of  a  determioa- 
tton  to  support  the  rights  of  the  country..  The 
people  must  know  that  war  cannot  he  carried  on 
wiihottt  taxes— •that  the  one  cannot  be  had  with- 
out the  other,  and  it  will  certainly  be  much  bet- 
ter to  fix  upon  a  system  -before  we  get  involved 
in  war,  than  have  to  do  it  afterwards.  At  all 
eveDtSj  as  the  system  has  been  reported  and  acted 
upon,  It  ought  not  now  to  be  laid  aside.  Such  a 
coarse  mi^t  ^hrow  obstacles  in  the  way  of  ob- 
tainiog  the  loan  which  had  been  authori2ed.  It 
was  believed  the  people  arorprepared  and  ready 
for  war,  aod  willing  to  pay  tb^  necessary  taxes 
incident  to  soch  a  state;  that  they  feared  more 
the  Want  of  sufficient  energy  in  Congress  than 
tbe  levying  of  necessary  taxes  io  support  of  the 
war ;  tiiat  if  Congress  did  their  duly,  they  would 
have  nothing  tp  fear  irom  the  people^^they  are 
ready  to  male  a  stand  i  that  it  was  time  to  aban- 
don all  temporizing  policy;  oar  nattonal.charaB- 
ter  was  at  stake  in '  tbe  coarse  which  Congress 
waa  ahoat  toiake;  it  was  hoped  therefore  that 
no  tnotion  like  the  one  now  proposed  would  be 
coantedaoced,  but  that  the  House  would  proceed- 


in  perfecting  the  svstem  «f  taxation  reported  by 
tbe  committee,  and  recommit  the  report  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  the  founda- 
tion of  a  bill.  When  ttiat  bill  shall  be  reported, 
it  would  be  open  for  discussion  ^  and  if  any  im- 
provement could  be  made  in  the  system,  members 
would  be  at  liberty  to  propose  their  amendments. 

After  some  ohserrations  from  Mr.  Wiogery, 
io  favor  of  a  shorter  postponement,  in  which  he 
expressed  his  dislike  to  some  parts  of  the  system  ' 
proposed,  Mr.  Fisk  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
.make  the  postponement  till  Monday  week. 
.  Mr.  Bagon,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  as  gen- 
tlemen had  declared  they  wished  to  have  further 
time  to  consider  the  subject,  would  be  obliged  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion.   /     -  ^     ' 

•  The  question  was  tajcen  on  the  postponement, 
aod  negatived..  93  to  31.  as  follows : 

YsAs— Wyiii  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Steven- 
■on  Archer,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bige- 
low/James  Breokenridge,  Epaphroditus  ChampioiKJat. 
Cochran,  Samuel  Dinsmo^r,  Biias  Earle,  James  risk, 
Obed  Hall,  John^A.  Harper,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Israel  Pickens,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Itandolph,  William 
M.  Richardson, Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  Silas 
Stow,.Wiltiam  Strang,,  Crf  Tracy,  Chtrles  Turner,  jr.* 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  William  Widgery,  and  Tfaos. 
Wikon. 

NAVs^DaYid  Band,  Borwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Willisqei  Blackledge,  HarmanusBleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Bngham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Borwell, 'WiUiam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,-  Langdon 
Ghevea,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  William 
Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  WilHam  Ely,  James  EmotCt 
William  Findl^y,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thos. 
Gkolson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Gnindy>  Boltiog  HaHf  .Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wit-  . 
Ham  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archihaid  McBcyde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrowr  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Ne^bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.»  Elisha  R^  Potter,  Josiab 
Quincy,  William.  Reed,'  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea^  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rol>erta» 
WilHam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Si  urges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  George  M.  Troup,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
'White,  Robert  WhitehilC  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright: 

The  question  returned  on  coneorring  in  the 
second  resolution  ia  relation  to  drawbacks. 

Mr.  Stow  said  be  should  vote  in  the  negative, 
because  he  conceived  it  would  not  be  consistent, 
with  good  faith  to  pasaa  regulation  of^this  kind 
which  wooldiipply  <o  goods  already  imported. 

•The  retolutioQ  waa  agreed  to.  78  to  47,  as  foU 
lows:    .      -  '- 
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YsAf— Willis  Akton,  jr.,  WiUiam  AndetMii,  8teT- 
enson  Arohet,  Eiekiel  Baooni  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Basiett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackladge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Builer,  John  C  Calhoun,  Langd«n  Cheves,  Mattliew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewia  Condit,  William  Craw- 
f<g:d,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  £liaa 
Earle,  William  Findlej,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,.  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Ob<;d  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Ayleti  Hawes,  Jaoob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jos. 
Kent,  William  R.  Ring,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Peter  Little,  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathan- 
iel Maoon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  MeKee,  Arnnah  Metcalf,  James 
Morgan,  Jeiemiab  Monow,  Hugh  Nelfon,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  New  bold,  Thomaa  Newton,  Stephen 
Oimsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James.  Pleas* 
ants,  jr^  Benjamin  Pond,  Pf  ter  B.  Porter,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
WiUiam  Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thamal  SAmmona, 
Eheneier  Seaver,  Johii  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Staitfosd, 
WUliam  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehiilt 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

NAts — John  Baker, .  Abijah  Bigelow*  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Biigham,  Epii* 
phroditus  Champioix,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven^ 

Jort,  jr.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
ames  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold;  Charles 
Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  J«ckiigii,  jr.,^ 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,/ Arehibald  McBiyde,  Alexander 
McKim,  James  Milnor^  Samuel  L,  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., Eliaha 
R.  Potter,  Jpsiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
l^ed,  WUUam  M.  Richard«m,  Henry  M.  Ridget[, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewii  B. 
Storges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talimadge,  Uri 
Trac^,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlaadt,  jr., 
Laban  >^eaton,  Leonard  White,  WUliam  Widgeiy, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

'  The  question  was  next  takes  on  the  third  res- 
oUtion,  laying  additioVial  tonnage  duties,  and  car- 
ried, 82  to  40,  as  follows: 

'YiAS-^WilUs  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev« 
enson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Beyd,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
nel  Dinsmoor,  Eiias  Earle,  WiUiam  rindley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petersdn 
'Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WUliam  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  LitUo,  WiUiam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geoi^ge  C.  MaxweU, 
Thomar Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Al- 
exander McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stophen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Piekena,  William  Piper,  James  Pleaeants,  jr.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Peter  B.Portor,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Johp  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jooaihatr 
Roberts,  WUJliam  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebeneaer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Sauiie»  Geo. 
Smith,  John  Smith*  SUa»Staw,  George  SuUivau.  Geoege 


M.  Tveup,  Charies  Turner,  Jr.,  Robert  Wfaitelull«  Wai. 
Widgerr,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robett  WrigliU— 8X 

NAT»-4ohn  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow.  Uamianm 
Bleeder,  James  Bceckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Ohittenden,  J  Aa  Davca- 
port,  jr^  WUUam  Ely,  James  Emati,  Aea  Fitafa,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Qoldsborough,  Edwin  On j,  Richsri 
Jackson,  jr.,  PhUip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jamea  Milnar.  Samad 
L.  MitchUl,  Jonaihan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Peanen, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qiunej, 
John  Randolph,  WUliam  Reed,  Henry  M.  id^^j, 
Thomas  Sammoms  Richard  Stanford,  Plulip  Smart, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjuoin  TaD- 
madge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr^  Labia 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomaa  WiboBi^-M. 

-The  fourth  resolution  came  next,  under  coo- 
sideration,  lay  ins  a  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  M.  Clay  hoped  the  House  would  not  con- 
cur with  the  committee  in  the  adoption  of  thu 
resolution,  as  its  operation  would  be  very  uoequl; 
for  nearly  the  whole  duty  would  be  paid  by  tk 
middle  country,  by  about  ooe^ihircT  et  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  as  the  people  on  the  sea- 
board had  DO  occasion  to  use  this  article  forikeir 
cattle,  aord  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  coon- 
try,  he  understood,  got  their  salt  for  tea  cents  a 
bvishel. 

Mr.  Stanfokd  Joined  Mr.  Clat  in  bis  oppoa- 
tion  to  this  resolutiou. 

.  After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Ssrscrr  ani 
Mr.  Nbwton  in  faror  of  the  tox,  the  House  id- 
jottrned,  without  taking  the  question. 


Fbidat,  February  28. 

Tbe  SptiKEa  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary^,  crammiitiiif 
a  atateineot  of  the  pfross  and  nee  amottut  of  the 
cBstoiils  of  the  United.  Slates,  in  obedicnee  id  a 
resolution  oi  tbe  House,  of  the  elerenth  mliimo ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  (aMe. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *^t  tbe  esiaUisb- 
meat  of  a  General  Land  Oflice  in  tbe  l>e|putfflent 
of  the.  Treasury"  was  read  twice  and  laferred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  LandsL 

Tha  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  aswnd- 
raeoU  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill  **  to  nntborize  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  under  the  direetioo  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States^  to  porchaae  of 
Wiaslow  Lewis  hi^  patent  right  to  the  new  aad 
improved  method  of  Hghtiagligbl^hoaaes^andfbr 
other  purposes;"  and  the  amendments  were  can- 
curred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Basbett,  observed^  that  a  oewedidoaof  the 
Manual  of  Parliamentary  Practice  was  about  to 
be  published  in  tbis«iiy;  and  as  be  beiieved  w 
book  could  be  plhced  in  the  Library  that  wonld  k 
more  useful  to  members  of  Coogress,  be  had  pu- 
pated a  resolution  proposing  to  authorize  the  Ciert 
to  subscribe  for  as  many  copies  as  misfbi  appeer 
sufficient  for  tbe  use  d  the  number  of  new  Beat- 
bars  which  might  at  aoy  lime  be  in*  tbe  Hsase. 
h  was  hn  the  following  words: 

^Bimkmi^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honae  bo  i 
iaed  to  subscriha  with  Joseph  MiUigan  and 
Cooper  for  — «^  copiesof  a  new-  edition  of  J 
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Mtnnal,  provided  ihty  bmuhoc  thereto  the 
Tttlee  end  o^eni  of  thii  Home,  to  be  paid  for  ontiif 
the  contingent  fund,  and  the  booke  plaeed  in/the  Li- 
bruy,  fo^  the  nee  of  .GoofieM*  •    ^ 

The  hiank  Wu  filled  with  fifty,  and  the  reto- 
lotion  agreed  to. 

WAR  TAXE8. 

The  House  than  resonied  tb«  eoniifderation 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  sabjeot  of  taies;  when  the  4th  resolution, 
proposing  a  tai  on  salt,  being  onder  eonsldemtion, 

Mr.  Stanford  rose  again  to  oppose  this  tax/on 
tbegroand  of  ics  bebf  unjust  and  unequal,  opera- 
ting princiDally  upon  a  particular  poriioo  of  the 
Union.  The  inhabitants  on  the  seaboard  had  not 
thesamenceessityef  using  it  for  their  eattle,«nd  on 
soifie  parts  of  the  eoaift  manufactories  of  salt  are 
established  $  and  the  people  to  the  westward  had 
also  salt  mamifactories.  The  State  of  Ohio  bad 
been  particulariy  farored  by  Oon^^ess  in  this  re«' 
spect,  haTiog  had  the  8alt'>neks  giTen  to  them  at 
the  time  that  State  was  formed.  ' 

Mr.  Smilii  said,  the  telt-iicks  had  not  been. 
griTen  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  without  a  considera- 
tion. They  were,  in  Teturn,  to  sniTer  .all  lands 
belonjgriDg  to  the  United  Stales  to  be  exdmpt  front 
taxation. 

Mr.  BliAokcb^gb  was  in  favor  of  the  tax,  as  it. 
would  serve  lo  encourage  the  mAnofacture  of  salt 
in  ot^r  own  country,  which,  in  ease  of  war,  would 
be  very  desirable.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
people  OQ  the  seacoast,  or  in  the  Western  country, 
got  their  salt  any  cheaper  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  midland  country,  except  aoch  as  lived  near  a 
manufiiietory» 

Mr.  Stanpobo  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  adding  a  duty -of  ten  eentkon  all  salt  manu- 
faatored  in  this  couiKry.  This  motioa  was  ad- 
vocated by  Mmr*.  Stanfobv,  Maoor,  Wriout, 
Clat,  G^LflOff^and  Widobry  ;  and  opposed  by 
Mensrs.  Blacklboob,  Kino,  Pobtbb  Stow,  La- 
cock,  Tracy,  GkoNor,  and  Calhoon. 

By  the  advocates  of  the  amendment  it  was 
urged  that,  if  salt  imported  paid  a  duty  of  twenty 
cents  a  bushel,  the  manufacturers  of  salt  in  this. 
country  might  rery  well  afford  to  pay  a  tax  of 
half  that  sum,  as  they  would  then  hare  an  advan- 
tage of  ten  cents  per  bushel  over  foreign  salt; 
that  there  would  be  as  much  propriety  in  taxiiig 
domestic  salt  as  domestic  spirits;  that  this  tax 
was  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  and 
manufacturers  of  domestic  salt  could  well  afford 
to  pay  a  tax  in  case  the  proposed  doty  was  laid 
upon  imported  salt;  all,  however,  w.ho  advocated 
this  tax,  declared  themselves  opposed  to  a  tax  on 
salt  at  all ;  but,  if  foreign  salt  was  taxed,  they 
wished  that  made  at  home  also  taxed. 

Those  opposed  to  this  amendment,  s«id  that 
this  %#as  the  first  instance  in  this  or  any  other 
eoontry  ofBo  iofaat  ma  a  ufacih  re,  and  especially 
of  a  necessary  of  life,  being  taxed  ;  that  the  tax 
would  have  tqe  effect  of  discouraging^  these  man- 
ofactures.   Some  salt-ficks,  it  was  said,  had  been 

already  laid  aside  as  unprofitable;  that  It  wbuld    , 

eertaioly  be  good  policy  in  this  Qofernol^nl  to'laays  6(2,  as  follows: 


eneoonge  manufactures  of  every  kind,  bur,  more 
ei^pecially,  of  such  articles  as  ciinnot  be  obtained 
from  abroad  in  time  of  war.  It  wa^  well  known 
that  thii?  country  suffered  considerably  during  the 
Revolution  for  want  of  salt;  but  no^^,  with  proper 
egcouragement,  a  sufficiency  might  be  furnished 
from  our  own  e^ablishmeotsw  Besides,  if  thif 
additional  tax  were  to  be  impoi^d  on  salt,  it- 
would  raise  the  price  sti4l  higher  lo  the  con- 
sumers, as  eventually  every  tax  is  j>aid  by  them. 
The  business  of  taxation  ought  to  be  considered 
in  the  spirit  of  accommodation;  the  salt  tax  would 
bear  a  lilile  hard  on  one  part  of  the  country,  the 
impost  and  tonnage  duty  on  another,  the  spirit 
us  on  another,  the  carriage  and  stamp  tax  on 
another,  and  the  direct  taxes  on  others.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  f  et  taxes  to  bear  equally  on  all. 
It  was  believed  that  if  the  system  was  taken  to- 
gether it  wobld  operate  hs  equally  as  any  other 
that  could  be  produced. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  this 
tax  of  ten  cents  a  bushel  on  domestic  salt,  and 
netratived— yeas  22.  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YKA8->Skeventon  Archer,  David  Bard,  Martin  Chit* 
tenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Jsmes  Coohran,  William 
Crawford,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Oholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomaii  Moore,  Archibakl  McBryde, 
William  McCoy,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Joha 
Randolph,  John  Smith,  Riobard  Stanford,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Borwell  Baasett,  William 
W-  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigclow,  WiJIism  Blackledge,  Har- 
manus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brqwn,  William  A.  Burwelly 
William  Butler,  John  C  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condit,  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, . 
Willinm  Ely,  James  Emotl,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
R  Gold,  Charles  Ooldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isai^ 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grandy,  BolKng  Hall,  Obed  HaU, 
John  A.  Harper,  AyleU  Hawes^  Jacob  Hufty,  Kiohard 
Jackson,  jnn^  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jineph  Kent,  Wil« 
liatt  R.  king,  Abaer  Laeock»  Lyman  Law,  JosM 
Lefcver,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn^  Peter  Little»  Robert  Le 
Roy  LivingsloD,  WUham  Lowndes,  Aaion  Lyie,  fiam* 
uel  McKee,  Alexander  M,cKim,  Aranah  Metoaii;  Saaa- 
uel  L.  Mitohill,  James  Morgan,,  Jeremiah  Morrorw,- 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthonv  Newv* 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  PleasanU, 
jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  WUUam  M.  Rich' 
ardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Johu 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
man Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seavcr,  John  Serier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
John  SmiHe,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Sturgcsf  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Traey,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandl, 
jun^  Laban  WheaCon,  Leonard  White,  Robert  White- 
hiU,.TluBias  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  question  was  then  uken  on  agreeing  to 
the  proposition,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whofe,  for  laying  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  a 
bushel  on  imported  salt,  aod  negatived-*yeas  57, 
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YiAS — Willis  Alston,  juoiQr,  William  Aodenon* 
Stevenson  Archer,  £zekiei  Bacon,  Harwell  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Bojd, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chcvea, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  WiHiam 
Findley^  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Olicd  Hall,  Jatob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnsdn^  Joseph 
Kent,  WiHiam  R.  King,  Abner  Laeock,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Aranah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Antkony  New,  Thomaf 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  James  Pleasanta,  jnn.,  Peter  B*  Porter, 
'  Jonah  Qvincyi  William  Reed,  Samoei  Rfinggold,  John 
Boane,  Jonathan  Robarts,  fibenetor  Saga,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebeneiar  Sealer,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  SUas  Stow,  Uri  iSvcy,  G«orge 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Tiimer,  jttn^  Pierre  Van  Cbrtla&dt, 
junn  and  Richard  Winn. 

Na  tar-John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Harmanua  Bleeck- 
er^  Jamei  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  £paphroditU8'Champicm» 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  Elyiy  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewie, 
jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell',  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  MoBryde,  William  McCoy,  Jamea 
Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph 
Pearson,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Slisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  John 
Sevier,  Samael  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Jdhn  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Samuel  I'aggart, 
Benjamin  TiOlmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  White- 
hili,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

[Y«as  57,  nays  60.  Absent  on  this  vole  twenty- 
three  members,  viz:  Messrs.  Bartlbtt,  Solli*- 

TAN,CdtTS,  TALLMAN,.AyBRY,CoOC.  PaOLDINO, 

Hyneman,  Tauafermo,  Sawyer,  Williams, 
Cobb,  and'QANNETT,  ibteBt  from  the  city;  aod 
Messrs.  Clopton,  Bigblow,  Wbite,  Davenport, 

STUROB0,    FiSK,     STRONOf    LlYINOSTON,    GoLD, 

mad  RiGBARDsoN,  absent  from  indisposition  aod 
other  causes.] 

The  fifth  resolution  next  came  under  conaider- 
ation  for  laying  duties  on  diatillers,  when 

Mr.  McKiM  mored  to  strike  out  what  relates 
to  laying  a  duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and 
to  insert  in  its  place  twenty^five  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  MooRB  said  the  vote  which  had  just  been 
taken  and  decided  against  taxing  salt,  induced 
him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  or  at  least  in  favor  >of  substi- 
tuting some  other  article  in  lieu  of  rah,  on  which 
a^ux  will  operate  with  more  equality^and  less 
oppression  on  the  poor.  I  afn.  fully  apprized,  said 
be,  of  thQ  necessity  of  providing  the  sinews  of 
war,  and  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
shall  be  as  ready  and  willing  to  use  them  io  the 
a9sertioD  of  tbe  rights  of  ray  country  as  any  geo- 
tlenrian  on  this  floor.  Although  I  hAvc  vui^d 
against  the  taxin|f  salt.  a«  I  consider  it  an  article 
of  the  first  necessity,  which  ought  ftot  to  be  uxed| 


I  am  williag  to  raise  the  torn  taxed  on  »alt  or 
any  other  article  less  objectionable;  I  would  evet 
prefer  laying  it  on  land.  I  will,  therefore,  suggest 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  frotn  Maryland  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion  ontil  tbe 
resoluHons  are  gone  through;  the  whole  subject 
will  then  be  open  for  consideration;  and  tbe 
House  can  select  some  other  article  as  a  proper 
substitute  for  salt,  which  I  hope  will  be  hwd 
equally  convenient  and  leas  odious. 

Mr.  Sbyrbrt  did  not  know  that  be  sbooU 
have  made  a  singlt  obaervation  owl  th'u  sobjeet, 
bad  it  not  been  for  f he  vote  which  bad  inst  been 
taken;  but  be  must  acknowliedge  he  feTtbiaiMlf 
so  disappointed  and  mortified,  that  he  believed 
he  should  vote  .against  every  other  tax.  For,  \{ 
gentlemen  will  oppose  one  item  oi  taxation,  be- 
cause it  happens  to  fall  a  little  harder  oa  soae 
sectipns  of  (he  country  than  others;  whilst  other 
gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  aceOHunodation,  hate 
consented  to«  lay  moch  heavier  burdens  or  their 
constituents,  he  despaired  of  estabiishiogaaysyt* 
tern  of  taxation.  He  had  been  told  we  were 
entering  on  a  war  for  commerce.  He  did  not » 
consider  it.  He'  believed  we  were  about  to  en- 
gage in  a  war  to  ihaintain  our  honor,  liberty,  tad 
sovereignty,  as  a  naiioo.  Whilst  the  Peaapyi- 
vanians  are  selling  their  wheat  for  two  dollana 
bushel,  it  could  not  be  said  they  wanted  a  war  u 
obtain  any  better  price  ibr  their  prodaee;  if  aay 
part  of  the  country  were  influenced  by  motiTo 
of  interest,  it  must  be  tbe  tobacco  and  cotioa 
planters;  it  might,  therefore,  be  rather  teranda 
war  for  agriculture,  aod  a  particular  species  of  it 
than  for 'commercf .  But  he  had  always  con- 
sidered it  as  having  higher  objects  in  Ttew. 
'  The  Spbaker  dechred  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  to  be  out  of  order;  as  all 
prop6sitions  for  raising  revenue  must  first  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee.of  tbe  Whole. 

A  motion  -to  adjourn  was  made  and  earned; 
and  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 

^  Monday,  March  8. 
.  Mr.  Wbight.  reported  a  bill  suppleacataiy  to 
the  '*Act  more  eficictually  to  provide  for  the  or- 
ffanisatioD  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;"  which  was  twice  read  and  conamittcd. 
The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv^  in  porsoaoce 
of  a  resolution  6f  the  House  calline  oa  him  foe 
a  statement  of  the- exports  of  the  United  Sutes 
for  some  years  past ;  also,  a  letter  from  tbe  Sea* 
''jreury  of  the  Treasury,  the.  Secretary  of  War 
and  Comptroller,  on  the  subject  of  the  refugee 
claims,  dec. ;  also,  a  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice 
of  tbe  United  States  in  behalf  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  acknowledging  the  favor  conferred  oa. 
ihem  by  the  use  of  the  Congressional  Library. 

DIYOIICES  IS  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  tbe  following  report: 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  towhosi 
were  referred  the  -petitions  of  iane  Deakin%  prayiaf 
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for  a  divproe  from  William  Deakina,  and  of  J>aTid 
Beck,  praying  for  a  divorce  from  Ellen,  his  wife, 
submit  the  following,  report : 

The  only  object  which  the  petitioners  can  l\ave  in 
yiew  ia  to  be  enabled,  respecliyely,  to  enter  into  new 
contracts  of  marriage.  Were  marriages  only  a  civil 
institution,  the  courts  of  law  would  be  open  to  all  par- 
ties seeking  itit  redress  now  prayed  for,  for  fiUeged 
breach  of  the  martiage  contnet :  but  it  is  something 
more;  it  is  a  divine  ardinanee,  and  has  been  pro- 
nounced such  by  th^  highest  legal  as  well  as  spirituat 
authority.  The  competency  of  any  human  tribunal 
to  dissolve  its  sacred  obligations  may  well  be  doubted. 
The  justice  or  poliey,  under  any  drcamstances,  of 
weakening  the  matrimonial  institution,  upon  the  parity 
of  which  depends  the  vei^rikbrii^  of  sodety  itself,  may 
be  b<kldly  denied.  Ditorcea  are  not  merely  the  effect 
of  corruption  W  manners;  they  ara  the  tense  also. 
I'hey  bold  out  tamptataons  to  crime  which  human  in-, 
firmity  cannot  at  all  times  resist.  They  hold  out  in- 
centives to  that  adulteiy  which. they  are  called  in  to 
remedy.  Extreme  cases  may  indeed  be  put,  but  they 
are  rare;  both  partiea  are  generally. in  fault.  '8hall  a 
very  few  individoals,  who  nresent  themselves  in  a  ques- 
tionable ihape,  be  debarred  from  contracting  a  second 
marriage,  or  shall  the  foundations  of  society  be  loosened 
fdr  their  spedal  accomnmodation  1  Shall  the  heaviest 
pufaiie  injury  be  encountered  'for  the  convenienee  of 
those,  who,  for  the  most  part,  have  shown  Iiow  little 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  their  virtue  or  discretion  ? 
8hall  incentivis  to  nuptial  infidelity  be  presettted  to 
the  great  body  of  society  for  the  personal  gratification 
of  a  few  unfortunate  members,  diflusing  dissatisfaction 
and  discontent,  where,  hut  for  the  deceitful  hope  of 
divorce,  they  had  never  been  known  I 

The  frequency  of  divorces  may  be  talien  as  an  un- 
erring criterion  of  the  depravity  of  morals.  A  respect- 
able authority  has  declared,  that  "  from  the  Reforma- 
tion to  tbe  oommancement  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
there  had  occurred  onlv  four  instancea  of  Parliamen- 
tary divorce;  but,  in  the  present  reign,. they  had  !»> 
creased  to  the  enormous  number  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three."  It  is  notorious  that  the  crime  which  is 
made  the  ground-work  of  i\ke  divorce,  is  frequently 
committed  with  the  most  *<  deliberate  and  unblushing 
indifference,"  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  adulterer 
and  adultresa  thereafter  to  intermarry.  Your  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  pursue  the  subject  further.  It 
is  calculated  to  Inephre  th^  most  solemn  reflections. 
They  are  opposed  to  divorce  upon  principle,  as  tending 
to  efzctte  lunily  discord;  as  beanng  hard  upon  the 
weaker  sex,  whom  it  is  especially  incumbent  upon  ua 
to  proteet  and  to  cheriah ;  above  all,  as  weakening  the 
matrimonial  tie,  upon  the  sanctity  of  which  depend 
•«all  tha  charities  of  father,  eon,  and  brother**'  The. 
committed  will  not  enter  into  the  qneation  how  far  it 
may  be  wiea  or  politic  Id  hold  forth,  to  the  world  this 
District  as  an  asylum  for  thoae  who  wish  to  obtain, a\H 
solution  from  the  marriage  vow.  They  will  content 
themselves  with  submitting  the  following  resolution : 

RcMolvedy  That  thf^  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  neit. 

WAR  T.\XB8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  con&ider  the  order  of 
tbe  day., 
Mt.  Qbolsom  said  he  had  witnessed  with  ex* 


treme  regret,  the  dissatisfaction  that  was  preva- 
lent amongst  his  friends  in  consequence  of  the 
rejection  of  tbe  resolution  recommending  a  tax 
on  salt.  .  He  had  voted  against  that  particular 
resolution,  and,  after  ri^viewing  ^ith  tbe  roost 
rigid  impartidlit^  his  conduct  upon  that  occasion, 
he  could  perceive  in  it  nothing  lo  disapprove.  1 
niost  distinctly  and  explicitly,  said  Mr.  G..  upon 
that  occasion^siated  in  my  place  that,  if  tne  salt 
lax  could,'  by  any.  gentleman,  be  shown  lo  be  ne-> 
cessary  to  equalize  the  system  .of  taxation,  I  was 
ready  lo  yield  my  .assent  to  it,  although,  as  was 
acknowledged,  ii  would  operate  with  peculiar 
hardship  on  nil  the  middle  country,  a  section  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  tp  represent.  Neither 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  nor  any  other  gentleman,  un- 
dertook to  prove  that  this  tax  was  requisite  to  pro* 
dOce  this  equal  effect.  I,  moreoYer,  then  staied, 
as  I  now  declare,  that  I  was,  and  am  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  man  in  providing  the  necessary, 
revenue  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  country^  in  . 
the  approaching  contest.  My  object  was  to  im- 
pose the  taxes  on  subjects  that  could  best  bear 
them.  I. thought  there  were  many  objects  of 
taxation  preferable  to  salt,  ^an  indispensable  of 
life,)  and  was  desirous  of  raising  the  amoiint  con- 
templated f^ooi  salt  by  a  tax  on  whiskey,,  an  ad- 
dition to  the  direct  tax,  or. in  any  othjer  more 
eligible  mode.  But  it  now  seems  that,  if  the 
article  of  salt  is  excluded;  the  whole  system  of 
taxation  will  be  endangered.  We  are  told  in, 
conversatiooj  since >he  vole  on  the  salt  tax,  .that 
the  system  which  has  been  presented  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  is  a  system  of  com- 
promise and  concession,  and  that  it  must  be  taken 
altogether,  the  bad  with  the  good ;  that,  if  we 
pay  the  salt  tax,  the  Eastern,  and  the  Western 
country  will  suffer  peculiarly  by  an  increase  of 
the  impost,  and  by  the  lancl  tax'.  The  middle 
country  will  experience  no  exemption  from  >hese 
particular  burdens.  Sooner^  than  this  measure 
should  fail;  sooner  than  we  should  not  provide 
for  the  expenses  we  have  incurred  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  our  enemy ;  sooner^  in  Ene, 
than  degrade  ^nd  disgrace  the  nation,  I  believe  it 
would  be  better  for  us  to  take  the  whole  draught, 
jus(  as  it  has  been  proposed.  Yes,  sir,  |)erhaps  I 
might  say,  even  if  it  were  hemlock.  I.  sir,  would 
vote  two  dollars  a  bushel  on  salt,  rather  than 
4(ee  the  present  course  of  policy  frustrated.  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  who  form  the  majority  have  all  the 
same  end  in  view  t  ^the  mainjteaance  of  the  rights, 
honor,  and  independence  of  the  counirv  against 
the  lawless  aggressions  of  our  enemy.  Tc/ attain 
this-  end.  I  would  take  the  best  means.  Rather 
than  be  defeated  in  the  aqcomplishment  of  it,  I. 
would  agree  to  any  means  not  absolutely  intoler- 
able. It  is  therefore  that  I*  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, wJU  concede  much  of  my  own  opinion,  in 
ordjer  to  harmonize  with,  and  conciliate  those 
With  whom  I  unfortunately  disagree .  on  this 
particular  point.  Concession  and  compromise, 
among  those  who  have  the  same  common  obj.ect, 
are  often  indispensable  duties.  It  is  by  this  sen- 
timent, sir,  that  I  aa»  actuated.    W>  should  not 
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dispute  among  ourselves.  It  is'b^  aniop  and  haY- 
mqny  oDly  that  we  can  serve  oar  constitaehts.  I, 
for  one,  will  pledge  niyself  that  I  will  furnisli  no 
oatise  of  schism  amongst  our  fViends.  I  dm  hap- 
py, said  be,  in  indulging  the  hope  that  several  *of 
roy  friends/with  whom  I  have  aated.on  this  sub- 
ject, and  who  have,  I  doubt  not,  been  influenced 
by  the  s^me  motived  with  myself,  Virill  concur 
with  roe  la  the  motion  I  am  about  to.  make.  Un- 
der these  impressions.  I  mov^  you,  sir,  to  recon- 
sider the  vote,  t>f  Friday  last^  on  the  riesolution 
imposing  a  tat  on  salt. 

Mr  NfeLSotf  said  he  should  feel  no  drsposttiofn 
to  object  to  any  gentleman  reconsidering  %nj  vote 
which  he.  had  given,  if  it  could  be  said  that  tt 
had  been  given  with  precipitancy,  or  without 
mature  deliberation.  But,  when  he  reflected  that 
this  qu^estion  was  not  for  the  first  time  before  the 
House ;  that  at  an  eatly  period  of  the  session,  two 
distinct  proposit4oixs  or  this  nature  had  been  re- 
jected alter  debate ;'  that  the  same  question  had 
been  again  discussed  iu  Gommitiee^of  the  whole 
House ;  and  that  the  ipiiid  o(  every  man  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  it,  and  that  it  was  then  de- 
cided that  a  tax  should  act  be  laid — he  could 
find  no  apology  for  reconsidering  that  discussion. 
lie  found  no  apology  in  the  reason  assigned,  that 
its  r^j^ction  was  evidence  of  an  indisposition  to 
assert  the  rights  of  the  Government.  I  da  fiot, 
said  Mr.  N.,  feel  myself  amenable  to  this  cen- 
sure, because,  lei  it  be  known,  that  when  I  take  a 
tar  away  from  one  subject,  t' skrall 'not  hesitate 
a  moment' t<i  impose  it  to  an  equal  amount  on 
another.  Away,  then,  with  the  idea  that,  by  the 
rejection  of  this  item,  we  shall  bre^ik  up  the  plan 
of  the  Government;  m6reespecialtv^  let  not  such 
an  argument  have  weig'ht,  when  I  shall  show 
tdat  this  tat  is  incapable  of  |producing  any  ma- 
terial revenue  whatever. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had,  indeed,  been  astonished 
to  bear  a  gentleman  say  that  the  rejection  of  this 
item  would  break  npthe  whole  system ;  that  there 
was  such  symiAetry  in  the  report  that,  take  away 
but  one  member,  and  the  whole  fabric  was  dis- 
solved. The  symmetry  of  the  system  iiad  not  so 
forcibly  struck  him.  lie  saw  deformity  in  it.  He 
saw  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  discordant  materi- 
als nixed  up  together;  but  not  so  intimately  in- 
terwoven that  they  cannot  be  separated.'  Ldt 
this  item  be  omitted,  as  il  may  be,  without  a  de- 
rangement'of  thesystenr,  and  the  amount  expect- 
ed to  accrue  from  it  be  lev  red  on  some  article 
more  productive,  which  will  rajse  a  revenue  more 
adequate  to  the  end  which  it  is  Che  object  of  the 
report  to  attain.  . '  < 

This  is  the  third  time  this  session  tliat  the 
question  now  under  consideration  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Mouse.  I  ask  the' chairmstn  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  M^an^  (said  Mr.  N.) 
what  is  the  object  of  this  proposition  ?  Whethef 
it  be  Intended  as  fi  protecimg  duty  on  the  manu- 
fticture  of  salt,  ortis  a  source  of  reVenue,  an  un- 
failing certain  source  of  revenue  in  time  of  pres- 
sure 1  If  we  are  told  that  the  object  is  to  impost 
this  -a^  a  protecting  duty  pn  the 'manufacture  of 
thi^  article,  I  will  ask  of  the  gentleman  where  is 


tt^e  necessity  of  giving  this  proteclioo  ?  Is  there 
any  lar^e  capital  necessary  for  carrying  on  salt 
works  f  Do  they  require  any  great  complication 
or  machinery  ?  tjet  gentlemen  lorn  their  eye  to 
Turk's  Island,.the  great  source  from  which  sap- 
plies  of  satt  ate  drftwn.  Keceptacles  for  -the  salt 
water  are  dug  on,  the  open  beach,  where  the  salt 
is  focme.d  by  the  process  of  eTaporatioo.  The 
salt  is  then  heaped  up,  and  theace  carried  to  the 
store- houses.  The  sane  process  tak^  place  ia 
the  manufacture  of  that  article  on  oar  seieoasi. 
It  is  true  that  at  the  salitke  works^  op  our  fcoDUer 
boilers  are  used.  But  is  there  soch  a  pcsaliar 
complication  of  machioery  reqairrd,  involviig 
great  expense-,  that  the  OovemmeDt  is  to  hold 
out  encouragemeat  exclusively  to  this  raanufae- 
ture  ?  thermit  me^  to  say,  ev«n  if  srere  so,  it  vUl 
sufficieiHly  feel  the  profecting  iofluenee  of  the 
Government:  The  moment  we  are  involved  m 
war  all  foreign  salt  will  b^  excfoded,  except  that 
which  comes  into  the  country  iodirecilf  aad  im- 
properly. A  sufficient  bounty  on  manufacture 
will  be  afibrded  by  the  monopoly  of  supply  such 
a  state  of  things  will  foster.  This,  therefore,  caa- 
'  not  be  considered  as  a  protectipfi^  duty  ;  it  eaanat 
be  considered  in  that  Ughli.whea  we  find  it  ia- 
corporated  in  a  system  of  taxation,  which,  we 
.  are  told,  is  necessary  to  raise  a  revenae  to  eoable 
us  to  vfield  the  energies  of  the  nation  against  a 
foreign  enemy. 

But,  when  (  tnrtf  my  eyes  to  the  subject  of  this 
tax  on  salt,  which  h  the  source  whence  it  is  cal- 
culated that  a  revenue  of  $406,000  is  to  be  de- 
rived, I  am  content  to  discard  the  idea  that  tie 
salt  tax  is  a  tax  on  the  poor  man  ;  that  he  who 
ears  but  little  meat  must  mingle  with  the  sah 
he  uses  the  reflection,  that  he  pays  a  ux  for  this 
•necessary  of  life, 'of  which,  frogi  the  absence  of 
other  condiments  which  the  more  affloent  use,  he 
consumes  more  than  they.  Putting  all  this  aot 
of  view,  I  will  view  this  question  -merely  os  the 
ground  of  a  tax  productive  of  revenue  to  the 
amount  which  is  calculated  to  be  drawa  from  it. 
What,  asked  Mr.  N.,  is  the  greatest  revenue 
which  has  ever!  been  drawn  from  saltl  Five 
hundred  thousand  ddllars.  in  the  most  prosperoos 
times  of  conakneree,  is  the  utmost  which  this  tax 
would  produce.  Whence  is  salt  imported  1  Prom 
Spain,  &L  tJbes,  Portugal,  Liverpool,  and  a  small 
portion  from  the -West  Indies.  Viewiag  this 
question  as  a  statesman  ought  to  took  at  it,  I 
would  oat  calculate  on  the  European  portion  of 
this  trade ;  1  would  calculate  on  the  whoJe  En- 
ropean  supply  being  precluded,  and  our  import 
of  salt  confined  to  the  West  Indies — the  toul  of 
which  is  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  amount  we 
usually  import.  In  1807,  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States-  amounted  to  upwards  of  sixteea 
millions  of  dollars.  According  to  the  estimtte 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  reveaae 
derivable  from  commerce  during  a  war,  oar  rev- 
enue ft-om  that  source  will  jA>  reduced  to  about 
., one  eighth  part  of. what  rt  was  during. the  year 
1S07.  Thp  amount  of  sah  imported  into  ike 
United  Slates  diiri'^iff  the  year  1B07,  was  about 
three  and  a  third  mtlnons  of  bushels.    If  we  oulj 
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allow  the  importation  of  salt  to  be  reduced  io  the 
same  proportioo  9s  the  eeneral  import — that  is  to 
say^aboutODe-eighthof  the  repeal  importation — 
we  flhftU  find  on  calculation  that  the  quantity  im- 
ported will  be  about  four  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  eight  hundred  bushels,  on  which  a  tax 
of  twenty  cents  per.  bushel  will  produce  only 
eighty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  tixty 
dollars.  But  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  calculated  the  revenue  de- 
rivable frosi  this  source  at  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars !  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  as  our  importation 
will  be  reduced  seven-eiffhths,  that  you  will  get 
fifty  thousand  from  it.  1  put  then  out  of  the  ar- 
gument the  operation  of  this  tax  upon  an  indispen- 
sable neces^ry  of  life  ;  the  argument  in  its  sup- 
port, bottoined  on  the  revenue  it  will  produce^ 
must  fail;  it  will  not  produce  one-eighth  of  the 
estimated  amount. 

But  suppose  my  calculations  are  not  certainly 
Accurate;  suppose  it  only  doubtful  whether  the 
source  he  fallible  whence  a  revenue  of. four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  estimated  to  be  drawn. 
Is  it  the  policy  of  a  wise  statesman  to  lay  a  tt|i, 
the- productiveness  of  which  is  doubtful  7  If  the 
revenue  be  deficient  when  the  pinch  of  war 
comes,  what  are  we  to  resort  to  as  a  substitute  ? 
I  would  much  prefer,  to  this  tax,  to  add  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  the  amount  of  the  direct 
tax,  which  would,  at  least,  not -be  drawn  from 
the  hard-working  mass  of  the  community,  but 
from  richer  subjects.  It  would  be  wise  to  resort 
to  this  mode  of  raising  a  revenue  in  preference 
to  the  precarious  tax  on  salt,  because,  like  that,  it 
cannot  fail — the  land  is  a  pledge  for  the  payment 
of  the  tax;  the  salt  is  not  here  to  be  pUd^ed^  and 
never  may  be. 

I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  whether  it  is  intended  .  to  connect 
with  this  (iaty  the  former  drawback  or  i)Ounty  on 
its  exportation ;  for,  if  we  do  that,  I  find,  by  turn- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, that  the  bounty  on  its  exportation  will 
amount  to  $188,000,  double  or  treble  the  whole 
revenue  which  will  probabty  be  received  from 
this  tax,  and  oaore  than  could,  in  any  vi^w,  be 
derived  from  the  importations  *into  the  country 
whence  the  fishermen  sail  who  iiave  heretofore 
received  this  bounty. 

I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  has  not  viewed 
this  subject  as  I  have  \  that  he  has  not  examined 
into  the  amount  of  our  usual  imporuition  in  the 
most  prosperous  times.  I  cannot  believe  that  that 
astute  and  discerning  gentleman  has  not  turned 
his  eyes  to  this  subject,  so  as  tosee  wnat  revenue 
this  tax  will  produce;  that  he  cannot  see,  if  the 
revenue  from  commerce  is  to  experience  a  depre- 
ciation from  sixteen  millions  to  two  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  importation  of  salt 
must  be  at  least  proportlonably  diminished.  He 
must,  then,  view  this  tax  as  a  protecting  duty  on 
salt,  and  not  as  a  source  of  revenue.  I  am  against 
affording  this  protecting  duty  at  the  expense  of 
the  poor,  the  laborious,  and  the  industrious ;.  those 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  oi  their  brows. 
I2th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 36 


I  object  to  it  jbecause.salt  Is  an  article  involving 
no  gc^at  expense  in  manufacture,  and  because 
there  is  no  justice  in  exclusively  patronizing  this 
manufacture,  when  others  do  not  experience  the 
favor  of  the  Government. 

I  trust,  therefore,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  who 
at  our  last  sitting  were  convinced  this  duty  ought 
not  to  be  imposed,  will  stand  firm  to  their  posts, 
and  not  be  driven  from  them  by  any  alarm  excitea 
about  abandoning  the  Government,  or  wealun* 
ing  the  measures  which  the  exigency  calls  for. 
I  have  no  fear  for  myself  of  any  such  imputation  ; 
for,  be  it  remembered,  that  whilbt  I  discard  this 
tax,  as  unworthy  the  consideration  of  a  statesman, 
f  am  prepared  to  substitute  for  it  some  one  more 
efficient  and  better  calculated  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  designed. 

Mr.  Bacon  s^id,  that  having  heretofore  given 
his  views  on  the  subject  pretty  much  at  large,  he 
had  r^rained  -from  entering  into  the  discussion, 
which  had  taken  plac§  on  the  subject  a  day  or 
two  a^o ;  and  did  not  propose  now  to  say  much 
upon  It.  It  has  been  said,  that  this  was  a  tax 
bearing  peculiarly  hard  on  the  middle  country. 
Mr.  B.'said  he  acknowledged  that. he  considered 
it  a  tax  operating  on  the  middle  countrv  more 
than  our  seaboard  or  on  the  Western  frontier. 
But  there  were  various  other  taxes  proposed  by 
this  report,  which  Jiad  an  important  and  heavy 
bearing  on  the  people  of  the  seaboard  and  cities^ 
and  on  the  people  of  the  Western  waters,  bf 
which  the  people  of  the  Western  country  wouli 
be  comf)aratively  little  affected.  I  am,  said  Mr.. 
B.,  what  is  called  a  middle  country  man,  living 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  seaboard; 
and  itdvould  be  far  from  me  to  impose  heavy 
taxes  on  such  people  unnecessarily.  The  draw- 
backs, tonnage  duty,  and  stamps,  iviil  operate  al- 
most exclusively  on  the  seaboard  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  cities  will  pay  their  full  proportion  of 
the  internal  taxes.  The  direct  tax  will  operate 
with  peculiar  severity  on  the  Western  country, 
ft  may  be. 

Mr.  Wright.— Mr.  Speaker :  I  regret  that  the 
honorable,  member  from  Virginia,  ^Mr.  Ghol- 
SON,)  who  on  Friday  last  voted  against  the  ux 
of  twenty  cents  on  salt,  should  now  propose  the 
reconsideration  of  that  subject,  with  a  view  of 

S[ing  this  unequal,  and  of  course  unjust  t|ix  oa 
e  people  of  the  United  States,  or  rather  on  a 
part  of  them ;  however,  I  hope,  thft  all  the  "  out- 
of-door  management,"  which  the  ^dtleman  po- 
litely calls  the  interference  of  his  friends,  will  not 
produce  such  a  result,  particularly  as  the  gentle-, 
man  has  informed  us  that  he  is  not  dissatisfied 
with  his  own  vote. 

Sir,  w6en  a  Subject  is  fully  and  fairly,  discussed 
and  decided,  gentlemen  ought  to  acquiesce  io 
the  decision  of  a  majority,  the  vital  principle^of  a 
Republican  Government. 

The  reconsideration  of  a  subject  reflects  on  the 
House  for  the  immaturity  of  their  decision,  and 
ought  not  hastily  to  be  adopted.  Sir,  are  we  a  set 
of  weathercocks,  to  be  turned  about  by  every  idle 
wind?  No!  I  hone  not,  let  it  blow  from  what 
quarter  it  may.    Are  we  ready  to  present  the  un- 
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gracious  spectacle  of  recording  our  opiatons  for 
and  agaiDst  the  same  thing?  In  the  first  ease, 
on  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject  on  both  sides  ; 
in  the  second,  under  the  '^ out-of-doors"  influence, 
which  the  centleman  has  informed  us  has  induced 
him  to  make  the  motion.  For  the  honor  of  the 
House  1  hope  this  motion  will  not  succeed. 

Sir,  at  the  la.<t  session,  when  the  question  for 
rechartering  the  odious  British  bank  was  before 
us,  we  had  to  encounter  the  influence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  ;  and  after  it  was  rejected 
by  this  House,  he,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the 
Senate,  where  it  was  agitated,  but  fortunately 
rejected,  endeavored  to  impress  its  importance 
on  the  nation,  and  by  these  means  to  force  it  on 
the  people.  Now,  at  this  session,  he  has  told  us, 
that,  if  we  had  a  National  Bank,  we  should  have 
DO  occasion  to  resort  to  internal  tares,  thereby 
calling  the  American  people  to  reView  the  con- 
duct of  their  Representatives,  in  not  continuing 
that  bank,'  and  thereby  to  fix  the  odium  of  these 
odious  taxes  on  the  mtional  Legislature.  Now 
a  system  of  taxes  is  presented,  truly  odious  in  my 
opinion  to  the  people,  to  disgust  thjem  with  their 
Representatives,  and  to  chill  the  war  spirit.  Yet 
it  is.  under  Tr^sury  influence,  to  be  impressed 
on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  ^and 
through  them  upon  the  House. 

Sir,  I,  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  feel 
it  my  duty  to  resist  it  with  all  my  energies,  and 
not  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  my  country  at  th^ 
shrine  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  departmentj  though  I  strongly  incline  to 
believe  his  projected  system  of  taxes  has  not  their 
preference.  "* 

Sir,  is  there  anything  of  originality  in  this  sys- 
tem t  No  1  It  is  treading  in  the  muddy  footsteps 
of  his  official  predecessors,  in^attempting  jto  strap 
round  the  necks  of  the  people  this  odious  system  of 
taxation,  adopted  by  them,  for  which  they  have 
been  condemned  by  the  people  and  dismissed  from 
power.  We  all  recollect  the  clamor  again t  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration  for  this  system  of  odious 
stamp  taxes  and  excises,  and  the  niore  odious  host 
of  tax  gatherers,  who  were  let  loose  upon  the  peo- 
ple, by  whose  appointments  and  patronage  the 
country  was  then  overrun  with  electioneering 
agents  for  that  Administration.  We  all  had  a 
hand  in  impressing  this  opinion  upon  the  people 
at  that  time ;  and  I  yet  religiously  believe  it  to 
have  been  a  correct  one. 

When  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  office,  he,  as 
President,  advised  us  to  put  down  those  odious 
taxes,  and  we  repealed  the  law ;  he  also  advised 
us  to  repeal  the  law  imposing  a  tax  on  salt,  as 
oppressive  to  the  poor,  and  we  did  so.  And  now, 
sir,  with  the  view  of  destroying  this  Adminis* 
traiion,  with  this  sentence  of  a  dismissal  of  our 
predecessors  in  ofiice  before  our  eyes,  a  sentence 
not  only  sanctioned  but  executed  by  ourselves, 
we  are  to  be  pressed  into  a  system  known  to  be 
odious  in  the  sight  of  the  people,  and  which  on 
itsfirst  presentation  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  by  them  submitted  to  us,  produced 
such  an  excitement  in  the  House. 


Sir,  having  heretofore  made  these  charges 
against  our  political  opponents,  how  can  we  de- 
fend ourselves  against  their  just  odium?  Are 
w&  prepared  to  urge  their  correctness  now,  which 
we  then  so  successfullv  denounced  ?  No,  sJr.  I 
acted  then  on  principle,  which  is  immutable; 
and  I  am  satisfied  the  people  did  so  too,  and  that 
they  will  not  be  found  to  approve  in  os  what 
they  condemned  in  our  predecessors.  1  am  oot 
so  delirious  as  to  take  the  deleterious  draogii,  hf 
which  our  political  enemies  were  destroyed;  it 
would  be  political  suicide.  ' 
'Sir,  the  proposition  to  lay  a  tax  of  tveoty 
cents  on  salt  ought  to  be  rejected  ;  it  is  anemia 
its  operation  on  the  United  States,  and  it  is  op- 
pressive to  thepoo^'  By  the  Constitution  it  it 
provided,  as  a  guard  against  the  inequality  of 
taxes  among  the  States,  that  direct  taxes  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  States  by  the  rate  of  re- 
presentation;  this 'fixes  the  principle  by  which 
the  States  should  contribute  to  the  "commoa 
defence  and  general  welfare."  Does  the  tax  oa 
salt  operate  in  this/atio  on  the  respectire  Sutes? 
No,  sir,  the  States  V)f  Kentucky,  Tennessee.  Obio. 
the  Western  Territories,  are  entirely  sopponed 
by  home  made  salt ;  the  greater  part  of  New 
York,  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
western  part  of  Virginia,  are  so  in  a  great  measare; 
and  at  some  of  the  salt-works,  we  are  rnformei 
at!  a  price  not  exceeding  ten  cents.  These  parts 
pf  the  Union  will,  therefore,  pay  no  tax  oa  im- 
ported salt.  On  Friday,  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a 
tax  of  ten  cents  on  home  made  salt,  they  who 
did  not  contribute  by  the  tax  on  imported  salt 
might  pay  something  to  the  support  of  the  war 
by  the  tax  on  country  salt ;  but  this  was  nor  only 
rejei^ed,  but  those  who  opposed  the  tax  of  tweatj 
cents  on  imported  salt  were  denounced  as  beiaf 
opposed  to  taxes  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  iasiDBa- 
tions  made  Chat  they  were  against  the  war.  I 
think  those  who  do  not  use  imported  salt,  aod  who 
are  opposed  to  the  tax  of  ten  cents  on  cooatry  salt, 
ought  to  have  had  the  modesty  of  being  silent  oa 
the  subject. 

Sir,  the  tax  on  imported  salt  will  opeiate  as  a 
bounty  on  home  made  salt,  a  net  profit  to  the 
manufkcturer  of  that  article,  which  he  will  levy 
on  the  consumer;  ten  cents  of  which,  by  way  ci 
tax,  I  wished  to  draw  ii\to  the  Treasary,  bot  this 
was  rejected. 

So  much  have  I  urged  against  the  ooeqoal 
bearing  of  this  salt  tax  on  the  respective  Scares; 
but,  sir,  I  have  a  still  stronger  objection  to  ic,  its  op- 
pression of  the  poor.  Salt  is  not  only  a  necessary 
but  aft  indispensable,  which  the  poor  cannot  do 
without,  and  a  poor  family  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers  will  consume  as  much  salt  as  a  rich  hm- 
ily,  and  of  course  pay  as  much  of  the  tax  on  salt 
Sir,  can  this  be  right?  No !  Let  us  lay  it  direcdr 
on  property;  whereby  all  will  be  taxed  in  proportjoa 
to  their  wealth,  the  only  mode  in  which  taxes  eaa 
be  laid  by  the  Constitution  of  Maryland,  whereby 
the  poor  are  protected  from  oppressive  taxes. 
Sir,  we  ought  to  recollect  that  we  are  now  oa  the 
eve  of  a  war,  in  which  we  shall  hav^e  to  pay  a 
tax  in  blood,  and  that  the  poor  will  pay  chia  tai 
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in  the  ratio  of  the  privates  to  the  officers,  and 
yet  you  make  the  poor  pay  an  equal  salt  tax, 
which  at  all  times  would  be  unequal  and  oppres- 
sive, but  at  this  time  impolitic  and  cruel. 

Sir,  in  the  Federalist,  the  work  of  Mr.  Madison 
and'Mr.  Hamilton,  we  are  told,  that,  in  the  selec- 
tion of  atiicles  of  taxation,  it  oujfht  to  be  made 
90  as  to  bear  equally  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  that,  if  after  the  selection  of  an  arti- 
cle, the  practical  result  proved  it  unequal-,  it  ought 
to  be 'discontinued ;  but  now  we  are  advised  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  a  tax  of 
twenty  cents  on  imported  salt,  an  article  known 
not  to  be  used  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio, 
the  Western  Territories,  the  rreater  jnn  of  New 
York,  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  and  the 
western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  at  the 
rate  of  forty  p^r  cent.,  ad  valorem^  on  an  indis- 
pensable to  the  poor,  when  even  on  luxuries 
no  ad  valorem  duty  ever  ekeeeded  twenty  per 
cent.     ,. 

Sir,  in  the  time  of  Genera!  Wasqinoton'b 
Administratiop,  spirits  distilled  in  the  United 
States  out  of  foreign  articles  were  taxed  at  the 
rate  of  from  eight  to  twenty-five  ceaUi,  according 
to  the  proof;  and  spirits  distilled  out  of  domestic 
maternla  were- taxed  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to 
eighteen  eenu  per  gallon,  according  to  the  proof. 
But  nov7,  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  and  as  a  war  lax, 
when  wc  have  doubled  the  duty  on  foreign  ma* 
terials,  and  raised  the  duty  on  imported  spirits 
from  thirty  to  sixty  cenu  per  gallon,  we  hav^ 
been  advised  by'the  Secretary  of  the-  Treasury 
to  lay  a  tax  on  whiskey^  of  three  cents  per  gallon, 
and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
had  the  address  to  reduce  even  th^t  to  nor  a  cent 
and  a  quarter  pergallon  ;  but  it  must  and  will  be 
recollected,  that  two  of  that  committee  are  frooi 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  who  are  so  favored 
by  this  system. 

Sir,  by  the  report  of  the  marshi^ls  heretofore 
made,  nearly  twenty  four  millions  of  gallons  of 
whiskey  were  made  in  this  country  per  year, 
which  by  the  hiyh  price  dn  imported  spirits,  un- 
def  a  duty  of  suty  cents,  will  be  increased,  to 
thirty  millions,  I  have  no  doubt;  which  at  ten 
cents,  would  prod  nee  93,000.000;  but  it  is  proposed 
to  make  it  produce  ^75,000  only,  not  one  cent 
per  gallon.  Thus,  in  time  of  war,  a  tax  of  not 
one  cent  ner  gallon,  is  to  be  put  on  whiskey, 
which,  under  General  Washington's  Adminis- 
tration, in  time  of  peace;  was  taxed  from  seven 
Co  eighteen  cents  per  gallon ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ing that  petty  tax  on  whiskey,  and  no  tax  on 
home  made  salt,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  is  put  on 
imported  spirits,  twenty  cenU  on  salt,  five  cents 
OD  brown  sugar,  and  the  carriage  tax,  heretofore 
ao  Unequal,  is  to  be  raised  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  former  tax  on  carriages ;  and  al- 
though, those  reasons  have  been  ureed  against 
this  unequal  and  oppressive  tax  with  a  proposi^ 
tion  to  lay  it  on  property,  yet  we  are  charged 
with  having  no  stomach  to  the  war,  and  because 
we  will  not  submit  to  oppression  at  home,  we 
^rill  not  resist  it  abroad^  This  is  their  modern  I 
logic,  but  I  have  perfect  confidence  that  from  J 


such  premises  the  people  will  draw  very  different 
ct»n  elusions. 

Sir,  that  my  objections  may  be  distinctly  aU- 
derstood,  and  the  inequality  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem in  its  bearing  on  Maryland  precisely  stated, 
I  will  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  eighteen  hundred.  Tnen  Maryland 
paid  more  of  the  tax  on  carriages  than  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania,  and  nearly  double  the  tax  paid 
either  b^  North  or  South  Carolina,  and  this  tax 
is  to  be  doubled.  Then  Maryland  with  eight 
Representatives,  paid  $89,718.  While  Virginia, 
with  nineteen  Representatives,  paid  $144,168; 
and  North  Carolina  with  ten  Representatives, 
paid  946,479,  and  yet  we  must  not  complain. 
From  the  same  report  it  does  not  appear  that 
Kentucky  paid  anytbiog,  and  I  am  informed 
that  it  cost  the  United  Sutes  five  thousi||id  dol* 
lars  in  the  costs  pf  non-suits,  to  no  purpose. 
And,  sir,  so  obnoxious  were  some  of  these  taxes 
in  Pennsylvania,  that  we  need  not  now  be  told  of 
the  insurrection  against  them,  and  the  army  that 
marched,  to  quell  it.  And  vet,  sir,  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  McKee)  and  the 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smi- 
lie)  are  among  the  most  strenuous  advocates  of  , 
this  system  ;  but  when  its  bearing  on  their  cou" 
stituents  is  understood,  they  will  forgive  them, 
lam  not  one  of  the  admirers  of  such  disinterested 
patriotism,  and  such^  devotion  to  impose  equal 
taxes  on  all  for  the  ^'  general  defence  and  com- 
mon welfare."  However,  1  trust  that  this  ques- 
tion will  not  be  settled  by  their  standard,  but  by 
the  standard  of  the  Constitution.  And  thai  I,  as 
a  Representative  ol  Maryland,  shall  be  excused 
for  endeavoring  to  prevent  n^y  constituents  from 
bearing  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  taxes, 
when  I  pledge  myself,  they  will  always  be  ready 
and  willing  to  pay  their  just  proportion  in  blood 
or  treasure  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  a  bleeding 
country,  and  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  impressed  seamen. 

Messrs.  McKee,  Smilie,  and  Cbeves,  supported 
the  motion. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  70,  aays  53,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Willis  Alston,  jr.»  Wilfiam  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Barwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Wil- 
Itam  A.  Barwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun^ 
Langdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  £liasEarle,  William  Findley, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gol4 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,Obed  Hall,  Ayleit  Hawes,  Jacob  Huffy, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lawnds8»  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arnnah  Metcal(  James  Milnor« 
Samuel  L«  Mitchili,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsbyt 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  Jun., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  William  Reed,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert* 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  SUas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  Uri  Tracy*  John  Tafiafarro,  Geoige  M.  Troop, 
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CharleB  Tarnef ,  jr.,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Ahijah  Bigelow, 
Harmanns  Bleeeker,  James  Breckenridge,  £lijah 
Brigfaam,  Robert  Brown,  Epaphroditna  Champion, 
IMartin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Ciay,  Jamea  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  SamnelDina- 
moor,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Emott,  Xunea  Fisk,  Aaa 
Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A. 
Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Le- 
laver,  Joseph  Lewis*  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Mo- 
Coy,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  J<>8eph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Richard  SUnford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart  Ben- 
jamin Talimadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leoniurd  White, 
Robert  Whitehill, Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
for  imposing  a  duty  of  twenty  centa  per  bushel 
on  imported  salt,  without  further  debate,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  66,  nays  54.  as  follqws  : 

Yais— -Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  BIackledge,Adam  Boyd,  WiU 
liam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
h'am  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jac6b  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Rent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Aninah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  -New bold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  -Pipec,  Jas. 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  QuincyV  William 
lleed,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  (Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Wmn. 

NATs-John  Baker«  David  Baird,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  EUjah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epa- 
phroditna Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborongh, 
Edwin  Gray,  Johh  A.  Harper,  Aylett  HaWes,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  John 
Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefley,  John 
Smith  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges, Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tsllni^dge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomi^s 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  McKijtt  then  renewed  his  motion  to  amend 
the  resolution  for  (axing  still»,  by  substituting  for 
a  part  of  it  the  following  clause  to  impose  a  duty  : 

'*  On  all  spirits  distilled  wholly  or  in  part  fiom  for- 


dgn  nuteriils,  at  dSfirent  rates,  to  sveragv  twenty- 
eight  cents  per  gaHon.- 

'*  On  all  spirits  distilled  whoDy  from  doracatie  growtk 
and  piodnce,  At  any  distillery  where  there  are  one  or 
more  stills  of  more  capacity,  singly  or  together,  than 
one  hundred  and  fi|ty  gallons,  at  different  nles,  to  av- 
erage twenty-five  oents  per  gallon. 

**  And  on  lioences  to  distil  spirits  in  aJl  oitber  stilb  at 
the  following  rates." 

[The  rates  which  follow  arein  the  origiiiaJ  res- 
o]ation;95  on  oth^r  stills  employed  iadistiiiin^ 
from  fruit)  and  $15  on  all  other  stills  employed 
in  distilliog  from  domestic  materials.] 

The  SPBAKBa  declaring  it  to  be  necessary  that 
all  Duch  propositipps  should  first  be  diseoncd  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  Me  Kim  mored  to  recodunit  the  resolatioa 
proposed  to  be  amended,  to  a  Commictee  of  the 
Whole,  for  the  ptif-poae  of  naaking  the  abore 
amendmeat 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  JoBR80H,aiid 
Mr.  Smilib,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Fisk,  wheo  tht 
House  adjourned  without  deciding  the  qacisioD. 

TdESDAT,  March  3. 
WAR  TAXEa 

The  House  pioceeded  to  the  conaideratioD  oi 
the  order  of  the  day,  viz:  the  report  of  the  C<«- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  war  laies. 

Mr.  McKim'b  motion  to  recomuut  to  a  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  the  resoluiioQ  embracing  a 
tax  on  whiskey,  for  the  purpose  ai  amending  it, 
being  still  under  eonsideratioib — 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  when  this  subject  was  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  Tharaday  last 
under  an  amendment  which  I  then  bad  the  honor 
to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  Comminee.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  object  of  tbe 
amendment,  which  was  the  same  in  suhsunce  as 
that  now  offered,  was  not  generally  understcNid. 
I  belief  ed  many  gentlemen  supposed  thai  ny  sole 
object  was  to  equalize  the  tasea  proposed,  or  te 
modify  the  general  system  of  taxation  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Meaaa,  ao  as 
that  it  should  have  a  more  equal  beariag  oa  the 
different  sections  ot  the  countrjr,  and  on  the  dif- 
ferent daases  of  society.'  This,  it  is  true,  Mr. 
Speaker,  was  in  part  my  objtet,  but  this  was  only 
a  minor  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  tbe  great-object  I  had  ia  view,  1^ 
the  amendment,  was  to  diminish  the  onmber  of 
the  taxes  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Wars 
and  Means,  which  I  am  of  opinion  will  produce 
unnecessary  discontent,  distress,  and  oppiessioa, 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  oi  items  pio- 
posed  to  be  taxed  $  and  by  the  proposition  1  had 
the  honor  to  submit,  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  a 
gallon  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  I  believe  ikat 
six  millions  of  dollars  would  be  raised,  and  ibis 
sum.  with  the  additioail  import  doty,  toana^ 
and  other  direct  taxes  already  agreed  to  by  ibe 
House,  will  raise  more  than  the  sum  required  by 
the  Government,  and,  if  the  amendment  be  agreed 
to,  we  may  safely  dismiss  all  the  other  intereal 
taxes  proposed  by  the  committee.    To  provide  a 
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fund  that  would  enable  us  ta  get  rid  of  the  othe'r 
items  of  internal  taxation,  so  odious  in  their  na* 
ture,  and  so  oppressive  in  their  operation,  was 
the  prfncipai  object  of  the  amendment  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose  ta  the  fifth  resolution.  I  do 
consider  thi»amendment  of  importance,  if  viewed 
in  its  operation  and  effects  on  the  system  of  tax- 
ation proposed,  or  as  it  may  have  a  bearing  on 
the  interests,  the  ease,-and  happiness  of  the  Amer- 
ican people ;  and  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
my  object  in  offering  the  amendment  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  was  not  fully  understood,  I 
hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  by  going  agaio 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  that 
the  subject,  now  better  understood,  may  theret  be 
discussed. 

Mr;  Speaker,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  propose  by  their  report  to  raise  by  inter- 
nal, direct,  and  indirect  taxes  the  sum  of  four 
million  seven  hundred  andiweuty-five  thousand 
dollars,  as  follows : 

On  Licenses  to  distil  spirits,  the  sum  of  9^75.000 
On  retailing  licenses  -  r  -  500,000 
On  auction  licenses  ...  -  150,000 
.  Sicise  on  refined  sugar  ...  200,000 
By  carriage  tax  .  •  *  .  150,000 
By  stamp  tax    -        -     .  -        -        •  ,450,000 


;    1,725,000 
And  by  land  aad  other  direct  taxes    -  3,000,000 


Total  of  internal  taxes  proposed        -  4.725,000 


The  amendment  I  have  proposed,  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  gallon  oo  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
may  safely  be  relied  on  to  produca  five  or  six 
millions  of  dollars.  This,  with  the  other  taxes 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  wiU  give  more  money 
than  is  required  to  be  raised  by  the  report  of  the 
committee^  aiid  with  this,  if  the  amendment  be 
agreed  to^  we  may  dismiss  all  the  other  in teitnal 
taxes  proposed.  The  land  ux^the  sUrap  tax,  and 
alt  the  ptner  internal  taxes,  may  be  dismissed,  and 
with  them  the  .trouble,  the  distress,  and  the  op- 
pression, that  must  necessarily'result  from,  their 
imposition  and  collection. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  estimated  the,  product  of 
the  tak  of  tweopty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits  at  five  or  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  quantity  distilled  the  last  year  appears, 
by  returns  made  by  marshals,  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  to  be  a  small  fraction  under 
twenty-four  millions  of  gallons.  From  those 
data  gentlemen  i^ill  be  able  to  calculate  for  them- 
selves, and  satisfy  themselves  of  the  correctness 
of  my  estimate.  But  I  have  referred  to  a  docu- 
ment that  1  believe  has  never  been  laid  before 
the  House :  the  return  of  domestic  manufactures, 
made  by  the  marshals,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  session.  This-  return  was  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  him  transmit- 
ted to  the  Committee  or  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. It  was  examined  bv  the  members  of 
•that  committee,  and  by  several  other  members  of 
this  House.  I  think  I  have  stated  the  quantity 
of  these  spirits  truly  i  but  if  not,  I  hope  some  gen- 


tlemen who  has  seen  the  document  will  correct 
me.  If  we  should  be  engaged  in  war,  and  I  see 
no  possible  way  to  aypia  it,  unless  we  bring  on 
ourselves,  and  on  the  nation,  the  utmost  degree 
of  degradation  and  disgrace,  then  that  supply  of 
foreign  spirits,  which  we  have  heretofore  derived 
from  the  British  West  Indies,  will  be  in  a  great 
measure  cM  off;  and  in  that  event,  the  home  dis- 
tillation will  probably  be  increased  to  twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  millions  of  gallons.  But  twenty- 
four  millions  wjll  answer  ray  purpose;  twenty- 
four  millions,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  will 
yield  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  and  will  en- 
able us  to  dismiss  all  the  other  internal  taxes  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  taken  a  stand  that  can- 
not be  receded  from — a  stand  that  will  create  ex- 
pense; and  having  voted  with  the  majority  to 
raise  armies,  to  eqyip  toe  navy,  and.for  a  variety 
of  other  n^easures  or  a  warlike  aspect,  I  think  it 
my'duty  not  to  refuse  the  means  of  payment.  I 
wiU,  therefore,  not  interfere  with  the  system  of 
taxation  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  until  I  have  first  found  a  substitute, 
I  will  not  refuse'  any  of  the  taxes  they  propose 
until  I  have  selected  some  more  suitahie  subject 
of  taxation— -one  that  will  make  the  system  ope* 
rate  more  equally  on  the  different  sections  of  the 
-country,  and  that  will  be  less  oppressive  in  its 
operation.  I  do  not  like  the  system  that  is  pro- 
posed. I  think  it  too  diffusive;  that  it  embraces 
too  many  objects ;  that  it  will  require  too  many 
officers ;  and  that  it  will  be  unnecessarily  trouble- 
some and  oppressive  in  its.  operation.  I  will 
amend  itjf  I  can ;  but  if  I  cannot-(-if  the  amend- 
ment I  have  proposed  shall  not  obtain— much  as 
I  dislike  it,  I  will  take  it  as  it  is.  I  think  it  my 
•duty,  under  existing  circumstances'^  to  concur  in 
raising  the  necessary  supplies  in  the  most  eligible 
,and  least  oppressive  form  I  can  obtain  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  tax  I  propose  is  said  to  be 
odious,  because  it  is  an  excise.  True,  it  is  odious ; 
and  all  other  internal  taxes  are  odious,  and  nearly 
equally  odious,  whether  they  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  excise,  or  in  any  other  form.  But  will  a  tax 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  doniestic  spirits 
be  more  odious  than  an  excise  oo  refined  sugar  ? 
Will  it  be  more  odious  than  a  stamp  tax,  or  a 
land  tax,  or  any  other  of  the  internal  taxes,  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  1  I  think  not.  And  by 
the  adoption  of  this,  we  may  dismiss  all  the  others ; 
by  the  adoption  of  this,  we  may  strike  off  five- 
sixths  of  them,  and  about  five-sixths  of  all  the 
trouble,  vexation,  distress,  and  oppression,  they 
will  produce.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  look  at  this, 
and  compare  the  operation  of  the  system, amended 
as  I  have  proposed,  with  what  it  will  be  in  its 
present  form.  In  its  present  form,  a  multitude  of 
legal  provisions  must  be  consulted  and  obeyed. 
You  roust  be  watched  and  controlled  in  the  man- 
agement of  .your  concerns,  and  many  will  be 
dunnedi  executed,  and  perplexed,  by  a  swarm  of 
officers,  that  must  be  appointed  to  carry  the  sys- 
tem into  effect,  and  a  vast  patronage  will  be 
created,  that  one  day  or  another  may  be  danger- 
ous to  t^e  liberties  of  the  country.    If  the  ameod- 
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ment  prevails,  110  trouble  or  Tezation  can  accrue 
to  the  people  generally  from  the  operatioa  of  the 
tax  it  proposes.  The  great  ttiass  of  the  people 
will  have  nothtog  to  do  with  it,  only  to  pay  a 
little  more  ^hen  they  buy  their  liquor.  Thev 
will  have  no  laws  to  consult,  00  officers  towatcn 
or  restrain  them  in  their  business,  none  to  dun, 
Tex,  or  execute  them.  The  distiller  will  pay  the 
entire  of  this  tax  in  the  first  instance,  but  in  that 
he  is  not  injured ;  he  will  recover  it  bacJt  in  the 
sales  of  his  liquor  ;  he  adcfs  the  dutyr  to  the  cost 
of  the  article,  and  fixes  a  general  price  to  cover 
both  cost  and  duty,.and  to  yield  the  profit  he  pro- 
poses to  himself  by  the  business;  and  the  duty  is 
made  to  yield  him^as.good  a  profit  as  he  has  on 
X\m  cost  of  the  article  \  and  frequently  he  will  be 
in  cash,  by  ^ales,  for  part  of  the  duty  before  he  is 
called  on  to  pay  it.  It  ist  true  the  distillers  will 
have  some  troubl/e ;  they  will  have  to  ^consult  the 
law  and  obey  it,  and  they  will  be  visited  by  offi- 
cers. This,  Mrl  Speaker,  is  much  to  be  regretted ; 
but,  if  our  rights  are  to  be  defended,  the  Govern- 
ment must  raise  money  by  internal  taxes;  none 
of  them  will  give  less  trouble  than  this;  and 
many  of  them  much  more.  Each  of  the  internal 
taxes  proposed  by  the  committee,  will.  I  conceive, 
be  productive  of  as  much  trouble  and  distress  as 
this,  and  will  not  altogether  produce  as  much 
money  as  this. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  tax  is.said  to  be  odious;  but 
why  is  it  odious?  Will  it  operate  more  oppres* 
aively  than  any  of  the  internal  taxen  proposed  by 
the  committee  ?  It  wilt  not ;  aati  if,  by  th«, adop- 
tion of  this,  we  get  rid  of  man]^  of  those,  its  ope- 
ration singly  will  be  much  less  oppressive  than 
their  operation  jointly.  I  care.nothing  for  names. 
When  a  tax  is  to  be  paid,  the  people  do  not  ask 
what  it  is  called;  they  ask  how  much  th«y  hai^e 
to  pay,  and  how  much  trouble  the  laying  and  col- 
lection of  it  will  impose  on  them.  The  tax  which 
is  easiest  paid,  that  gives  the  least  trouble,  and  is 
the  least  oppressive,  will  be  preferred  by  the 
people,  and  ought  to  be  preferred  by  this  House. 
The  honorable  committee  have  admitted  the  ex- 
cise principle  of  taxation;  they  have  recom- 
mended an  excise  on  refined  sugar ;  and  will  they 
say  that  an  excise  on  spirit  is  odious,  and  that  an 
excise  on  refined  suffar  is  innoxious  and  in  unison 
with  the  American  feeling?  Surely  they  will  not. 
The  same  odious  use  of  power  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  its  execution  in  the  one,  will  be  neces- 
sary in  the  other.  This  tax  on  refined  sugar  will 
produce  but  a  trifle ;  on  spirits  it  will  produce  all 
the  money  required ;  and  if  you  adopt  it  on  the 
latter,  you  may  dismiss  it  from  the  former. 

Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentlemen  have  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  would  be  satisfied  with  a  tax  of  ten 
or  twelve  cents  per  gallon  on  home-distilled 
spirits.  This  would  not  answer  the  purpose  I 
have  in  view  ;  it  would  not  raise  the  money  re- 
quired ;  and  would  not  enable  us  to  get  rid  ofthe 
other  odious  internal  taxes  proposed  by  theCotn- 
mittee.  This  object  I  have  steadily  in  view,  to 
reduce  the  number  of  the  taxen  proposed,  which 
will,!  conceive,  proportionably  reduce  the  trouble, 
cxpenae,  and  distress,  that  will  result  fr/om  the 


proposed  system  of  taxatioa;  each  tax  will  have 
its  laws  to  be  consulted ;  its  officers  to  control 
your  will  in  the  management  of  your  concerns; 
each  will  produce  its  peculiar  diflieultiesi  and  dis- 
tress ;  and  the  more  you  can  reduce  their  nomber 
the  more  you  will  diminish  the  troubles  and  dis^ 
tresses  of  the  system.  But  I  bare  TOted  the  ex- 
pense, and  I  will  not  reduce  the  means  of  pay- 
ment; I  will  take  the  taxes' in  the  best  form  I 
can  get  them.  I  have  thought  a  tax  of  iwtnij- 
five  cents  a  gallon  on  home-di^illed  spirits  neces- 
sary to  equalize  the  burden  of  taxes,  as  ihcy  will 
operate  on  the  difierent  sections  oC  the  UBioa.iBd 
on  the  different  classes  of  society. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  objected  to  by  my  frieods 
from  the  Westward,  as  operatiogf  with  pecoiitt 
hardship  on  that  section  of  the  coantry.  We  are 
fold  by  my  honorable  friend,  who  last  spoke.  (Mr. 
GhmNOY,)  that  almost  their  entire  crops  of  graia 
are  distilled ;  Xhil  whiskey  is  in  general  nse  to 
the  westward  ;  that  it  is  the  general  beverage  of 
the  country ;  and  if  a  tax  be  Laid  on  this  article, 
it  will  be  a  tax  on  the  industry  of  the  Westers 
country  that  must  check  its  rising  praq»eritj; 
that  I  may  weU  advocate  this  tax,  conaiog  froa 
Maryland,  where  no  whiskey  is  distilM,  aad 
where  I  would  not  be  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  considerable  quantity  of  spirti 
is  distilled  in  Maryland,  and  a  considerable  qoaa- 
tity  of  it  is  consumed  there ;  and  much  that  cooies 
from  the  Western  country,  whence  it  is  brought  ibr 
a  market,  is  there  consumed.  The  consumer  psfs 
the  duty.  People  ofthe  Western  country  make  u; 
those  on  the  seaboard  consume  it ;  and  as  far  as 
this  goes,  the  people  on  the  seaboard  pay  the  doi^ ; 
and  those  to  the  westward  enjoy  the  benefit.  Bat 
I  have  no  doubt  this  kind  of  spirit  is  produced  la 
much  greater  abundance  in  the  interior,  and  to 
the  westward,  than  it  is  in  Maryland. 

Mr.  St>eaker,  our  Western  friends  have  gener- 
ally voted  freely  to  impose  an  additional  duij  of 
thirty  or  forty  cents  per  gallon  on  imported  spir- 
its. The  origiqal  duty  00  the  imporution  of  this 
luxury  was  thirty  or  forty  cents  per  galloa,  it  will 
now,  by  th^  aid  of  their  votes,  have  to  pay  a  tax 
of  sixty  or  eighty  cents,  and  I  do  not  know  hat 
one  hundred  cents  the  gallon.  Foreign  spirits 
are  consumed  almost  exclusively  in  the  towns, 
and  on  the  seaboard ;  they  are  scarcely  to  be  met 
with  in  the  interior,  except  in  towns  and  in  public 
houses;  and  is  it  just  or  equal  to  lay  a  tax  that 
shall  oblige  one  section  of  the  country  10  drink 
spirit,  if  they  drink  it  at  all,  under  a  ux  of  from 
sixty  to  eighty  or  even  one  hundred  cents  per  gal- 
lon, and  to  suffer  other  sections  to  drink  it  at  about 
one  cent  the  gallon ;  for  the  duty  proposed  to  be 
laid  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  wili  produce  aborn 
one  cent  per  gallon  on  the  quantity  distilled  ia 
the  United-States  ?  What  is  there  in  this  article, 
that  it  must  not  be  approached  by  the  unhallowed 
hand  of  the  tax-gatherer  ?  It  is  not  a  necessary 
of  life,  but  a  pernicious  luxury,  injurious  to  aior- 
als,  and  in  its  effects  tending  to  disturb  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  society.  The  aggregate  qaaa- 
tity  distilled  in  the  United  Sti^tes  is  great,  but  the 
individual  consumption  issmall.    It %s in  genera) 
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use ;  yoo.  can  scarcely  enter  a  house,  where  you 
may  not  get  a  glass  of  spirits.  It  is  therefore  a 
fit  subject  of  revenue ;  and  when  we  are  obliged 
to  resort  to  internal  taxes,  I  can  see  no  reason  wl^ 
this  article  should  be  exempt  from  the  common 
fate  of  other  luxuries. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  heavy  additional  duty  which 
our  Western  friends  have  enabled  us  to  impose 
on  foreign  spirits,  will  act  as  a  bouaty  on  homfc 
distillation.  The  more  we  embarrass  the  import- 
ation of  foreign  spirits  hy  taxation,  the  more  we 
encourage  the  home  distillation  ;  and  I  do  think 
our  Western  brethren  ought  to  bear  a  similar  bur- 
den to  that  they  have  voted  to  impost  on  other 
sections  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  think  the  Western  section  of  the 
country  has  less  reason  to  refuse  a  fair  participa- 
tion in  |he  taxes  to  be  raised,  than  any  other  sec* 
tion  of  the  Uoion,  because  they  will  derive  more 
benefit,  probably,  from  the  expenditure  of  the  tax 
than  any  other.  The  Army  of  the  United  States 
bus  been  for  years  past  almost  exclusively  within 
the  reach  of  their  market.  They  have  enjoyed, 
and  will  enjoy,  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers'  pay 
expended  among  them,  and  the  benefit  of  a  mar- 
ket for  their  provisions,  their  whiskey  and  other 
articles,  lo  supply  the  Army  which  the  tax  is  in- 
tended to  support:  and  I  did  expect  that  they 
would  not  have  refused  to  suffer  their  whiskey  to^ 
bear  a  part  of  the  tax.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  honorable  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Smilib,}  the  correctness  of  whose 
political  course  I  have  had  so  many  occasions  to 
admire  and  respect,  considers  a  tax  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  an  odious  tax,  because  it  is  an.  ex- 
cise, and  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  quote  Black- 
stone  at  considerable  length,  to  prove  that  it  is 
odious  and  oppressive.  The  gentleman  might 
have  spared  this  trouble — it  was  no(  necessary  to 
invoke  foreign  aid  on  this  subject ;  we  all  know 
that  ii  is  odious ;  we  l)ave  all  had  the  experience 
of  an  excise  at  home  y  and  of  a  stamp  tax,  and  of 
all  the  orber  iniernai  taxes  now, proposed  to  be 
laid.  We  know  that  thfty  were  all  odious,  and 
that  they  were  all  oppressive ;  and  this  knowledge 
makes  me  wish  to  reduce  i^eir  number,  to  dimin- 
ish their  odium,  and  as  far  as  possible  avert  the 
oppression;  for  the  odium  and  oppression  will  be 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  laxe^  em^ 
braced  by  the  system. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  see  what  it  is.  in  this  tax 
on  home  distillation,  ihat  is  so  odious  and  oppres- 
sive— the  people  .generally  will  have  nothmg  to 
do  with  it,  they  will  neither  see  nor  feel  its  opera- 
tion in  any  other  way  than  in  the  price  ot  the 
spirits  they  consume.  The  distiller  pays  the  en- 
tire tax,  and  recovers  it  back  in  the  sale  of  his 
liquor.  It  will  give  the  distillers  some  trouble, 
and  we  may  suQer  some  abuse  in  the  collection  \ 
but  I  see  no  necessity  for  more  trouble  and  abnse 
in  this,  than  in  the  sugar  excise,  the  land  tax,  or 
almost  any  of  the  other  taxes  proposed ;  and  this 
being  much  more  productive  than  all  the  others 
together,  is  on  that  account  entitled  to  our  prefer- 
ence. The  people  at  large  can  only  be  affected 
by  this  tax,  in  a  pecuniary  way,  in  an  amount 


not  greater  than  the  atpount  of  duty  on  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  they  severally  consume,  which  can- 
not be  much. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  inclined  to  an  opinion,  thai 
it  would,  among  the  less  wealthy  part  of  the  com- 
munity, be  a  family  of  some  little  extravagance 
that  would  use  more  than  one  barrel  of  this  spirit 
in  a  year.  The  tax  on  that  quantity,  at  twenty- 
five  cents,  as  proposed,  will  be  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents;  but  it  is  probable  that  more  than  fif- 
teen gallons  a  year  would  not  be  consumed  by  a 
common-sized  family  of  sober  habits — and  if  they  ' 
be  net  .sober,  no  care'  of  ours  caii  save  them  from 
difiiculties.  The  duty  on  fifteen  gallons  will  be 
three  dollars  and  Seventy-five  cents ;  wealthy  fam- 
ilies, if  they  use  moire  of  the  jirticle,  have  more 
abundant  means  to  pay )  the  rich  are  never  in  dis- 
tress in  this  way :  if  it  is  oppressive  to  any  part  of 
the  community,  it  will  be  so  to  the  poorer  classes  of 
society.  But  neither  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
nor  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  to  a  fam- 
ily, ean  be  considered  as  a  burdensome  contribu- 
tion for  the'^uppoct  of  Government.  The  rights 
and  interest  of  the  American  people  must,  indeed, 
be  estimated  at  a  low  rate  by  that  man  who  would 
not  cheerfully  pay  either  of  these  sums  for  (heir 
defence. 

M^  Speaker,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  sub- 
mit these  observations  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  I  think  the  amendment  I  had  the  honor 
to  move,  important  in  the  bearing  it  will  have  oa 
the  ease  and  comfort,  of  individuals^  and  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  FiNDLiY  had  no  intention  to  detain  this 
House  by  a  reply  to  all  the  observations  made  by 
the  honorable  mover  and  the  supporter  of  the 
motion,  (Messrs.  McKim  and  Wright,)  because 
he  presumed  the  principal  effect  these  observa- 
tions would  have  on  the  majority  of  the  House, 
would  be  to  convince  them  that  the  gentlemen 
themselves  did  not  understand  the  subject.  The 
resolution  appeared  highlv  objegtionable  on  sev- 
eral grounds.  It  proposed  to  introduce  the' prin- 
ciple of  excise  with  its  host  of  officers,  an^  which 
always  has  been  and  always  will  be  a  fertile 
source  of  perjurv  and  frauds.  It  was  so  in  this 
country  during  the  small  trial  that  was  made  of 
it,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  of  Government, 
and  the  numerous  amendments  from  time  to  time 
made  by  Congress.  In  Britain  it  is  well  known 
that  oaths  respecting  excises  acquire  no  confi- 
dence either  with  tin;  Government,  or  with  the 
people.  They  have  sometimes  locked  the  distil- 
lers out  of  the  still-houses,  and  sometimes  locked 
them  in  for  times  prescribed,  and  they  have  ap- 
pointed officers  to  watch  otber  officers,  and  itine- 
rant officers  to  watch  all  the  others  at  uncertain 
times;  but  all  does  not  do.  No  law  can  make 
officers  honest  where  xhe  temptations  are  so 
great,  and  the  security  depends  only  on  oaths* 
Mr.  F.  appealed  to  the  reports  of  the  committee 
of  Parliament  on  that  subject.  He  added,  that 
as  in  Britain  excises  were  levijed  on  a  vast  vari- 
ety of  subjects,  and  under  perpetual  appropria- 
tions to  the  support  of  the  public  debt,  they  could 
not  be.  repealed.     When  the  experici^ent  was 
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inade  in  this  country  the  excise  was  spread  over 
-but  few  objects.  Od  tiie  souff  the  frauds  were 
«uch  as  made  it  a  qertaia  loss  to  the  revenue; 
therefore  it  was  first  'postpoaed  and  afterwards 
repealed,  and  as  soon  as  the  excise  on  distilled 
spirits  was  released  from  the  appropriations  bjr 
tne  abundance  of- other  revenues,  it  was  also  re- 
pealed after  a  fair  experiment  had  been  made; 
and  he  was  confident  that  Congress  would  not 
now  introduce  that  fertile  source  of  corruption 
and  discontent  with  respect  to  onljr  a  single  item 
of  the  proposed  taxes. 

The  opposition  made  on  a  former  occasion  to 
the  excise  on  distilled  spirits  in  a  part  of  the  two 
of  the  western  counties  in  Pennsylvania  has  been 
brought  into  view  by  an  honorable  gentleman, 
with  a  view  to  give  an  impression  as  if  in  that 
place  only  it  was  disapproved  of;  but  this  was 
not  the  case.  When  President  Washington 
was  at  Carlisle,  wliere  the  right  wing  of  the 
Atmy  was  on  their  march  to  the  westward  to 
suppress  this  opposition  to  the  excise^  Mr.  F.  said, 
that  though  there  had  been  thea  no  disturbafice 
in  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  yet  another 
messenger  and  hio^iself  were  sent  with  assuran- 
ces to  the  President  that  the  oppocition  was  then 
in  Ao  great  a  measure  suppressed,  that  the  further 
inarch  of  the  Army  would  not  be  necessaty. 
The  President,  aAer  expressing  his  regret- that 
these  assurances  had  not  been  given  before  the 
Army  was  rendezvoused,  said  that  he  knew  that 
so  great  an  army  was  not  necessary  for  that  ob- 
ject, but  that  there  were  great  symptoms  of  dis- 
content not  only  in  Other  parts  of  that  State  but 
in  Maryland,  which  were  in  danger  of  spreading 
still  further.  Thaton  this  account  he  had  thought 
it  his  dutjr  to  call  forth  so  great  a  force  as  not 
only  to  convince  those  who  had  given  the  dis- 
turbance, bu(  ail  parts  of  the  united  Statesr, 
that  the  citizens  would,  when  called  upon,  turn 
out  in  support' of  the  execution  of  their  laws. 
Mr.  F.  said  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  who  moved  and  supported  the  resolu- 
tion will  recollect,  that  about  that  time  there 
were  some  disturbances  in  that  State  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  excise.  It  was  well  known  at  that 
day  that  the  patriotic  army  who  marched  on  that 
occasion  generally,  when  opportunity  offered,  de- 
clared their  disapprobation  of  the  excise  system, 
but  at  the  same  time  their  abhorrence  of  an  un- 
constitutional opposition  to  a  Constitutional  law. 
It  is  also  well  known  that  the  repeal  of  the  ex- 
cise gave  gei>eral  satisfaction,  while  at  the  .same 
time  many  thought  the  repeal  of  several  othef 
taxes  that  did  not  depend  on  the  excise  system 
improper. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  though  this  was  the  greatest, 
it  was  not  the  only  objection  to  the  resolution. 
It  was,  besides  this,  unjust,  impolitic,  and  decep- 
tious— it  was,  in  fact,  a  tax  directly  on  agricul- 
ture—it  was  a  tax  on  their  rye-fields.  By  a  let- 
ter on  his  table,  just  received,  he  was  informed 
that  his  family  had  sold  as  much  rye  to  the  dis- 
tillers as,  with  what  will  be  distilled  for  his  own 
family  use,  would  produce  by  the  proposed  excise 
one  hundred  dollars  tax,  whereaa  the  rye  of  which 


it  will  be  made  would  sell  for  about  one-half  that 
amount ;  and,  estimating  from  the  amount  of  ihe 
former  direct  tax,  is  about  ten  times  as  much  as 
by  the  proposed  direct  tax  will  be  charged  on  his 
whole  plantation  and  stock.  This  he  tboagfat 
was  both  unjust  and  impolitic.  It  would  be 
much  better  policy  to  charge  it  directly  on  the 
rye  received  by  the  distiller,  at  a  proper  escimtie 
of  what  the  bushels  of  r^e  would  prodace.  This 
would  be  much  more  simple  and  certaiO;  ciias 
charging  it  on  the  spirits  distilled,  by  hired  stiiU 
ers,  an>d  which  might  easily  be  mach  of  it  dis- 
posed of  without  the  knowledge  of  the  owner, 
even  if  he  was  so'honest  as  not  to  connive  ai  it. 

Much  mi^ht  be  said  against  the  impoUcrof 
oppressing,  if  toot  destroying,  a  domescie  maaa- 
facture  so  essentially  connected  with  agricoltare. 
it  being  the  only  method  by  which  farmers,  at  a 
very  inconvenient  distance  from  market,  caa  re- 
duce their  grain  to  such  a  portable  form  as  to  be 
the  more  easilv  carried  to  a  distance.  The  at- 
tempt to  do  sO  is « the  more  extraordinary  at  a 
lime  when  every  other  manufacture  is  eoeoor- 
aged.  But  the  honorable  mover  proposes  to  pro- 
mote morality  by  rendering  it  more  difficnJtte^ 
drunk.  ,Mr.  F.  said  that  if  there  were  no  spiiits 
distilled  from  the  produce  of  the  farm,  there  are 
other  beverages  by  the  use  of  which  people  mt^t 
and  often  did  get  dcunk.  The  drunkard  vooU 
have  his  drink.  But  not  to  detain  the  Hoase  fa^ 
ther,  he  would  assure  the  honorable  mover  that 
his  estimated  millions  for  the  amonnt  of  the  rev* 
enue  thus  to  be  obtained  would  vanish  ;  if  the  reso- 
lution takes  effect,  he  would  put  in  no  more  rye 
than  would  be  sufficient  to  feed  his  horses.  He 
would  D0|  pay  one  hundred  dollars  of  a  tax  oe 
the  produce  of* eight  or  ten  acres  of  rye;  and  be 
would  not  be  alone,  it  would  be  general.  Boag 
confident  that  the  House  will  not  suflfer  the  well- 
digested  system  proposed  by  the  Comminee  ol 
Wa)fs  and  Means  to  be  contaminated  by  the  cor- 
^rupting  systems  of  excise,^  nor  a  tax  so  oaycBt 
and  deceptive  to  make  a  part  of -the  system,  he 
would  enlarge  no  farther. 

Mr.  Ghundy. — Mr.  Speaker:  On  the  prexat 
motion  to  recommit  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meanaas  respects  the 
resolution  immediately  before  us,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine the  amendment  offered  by  the  geatJeataa 
from  Maryland;  (Mr.  McKiM.)  I  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  entering  into  the  merits  of  that  propo* 
sition,  and  therefore  took  no  part  in  the  diseii»' 
sion  on  yesterday ;  but  from  the  course  the  de- 
bate has  taken,  I  do  not  know  that  a  more  favor- 
able opportunity  will  offer  to  express  my  views 
of  this  subject,  not  only  in  relation  to  the  ux 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  hot 
also  in  reference  to  the  entire  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Maryland  proposes  to  impose  an  excise 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  all  spirits di»> 
tilled  from  domestic  ttiaterials  (fruit  excepted) 
within  the  United  States.  To  this  change  ia 
the  plan  of  taxation  digested  b^  the  Commitlee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  f  have  objeciions,  not  bat- 
tomed  on  t^e  honest  prejudices  .of  the  people 
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a^ooe,  but  upon  the  immouble  principles  of  jnii* 
tice  aod  eqaicy,  whieh  will  be  violated  by  tbe 
operation  of  ibe  propg^ed  system,  wheneTar  it 
shall  be  resorted  to  in  this  country.  Sir,  I  con- 
sider the  measure  proposed. ^loi^tile  to  the  per- 
sonal libertjr  and  security  of  the  citizen,  which 
legislators  should  at  all  times  attentively  regard ; 
and  I  consider  it  also  subversive  of  thai  general 
distribution  of  public  bnrdelns  on  various  sections 
of  the  Union,  which,  as  far  as  practicable,  should 
be  an  object  of  primary  attention.  The  princi- 
ples of  an  excise  system  are  justly  odious  in  this 
and  every  other  free  country.  Because  they  sub- 
ject the  domicil,  and  everv  apartment  provided 
for  the  comfort  of  civilized  man,  to  the  uncere- 
monious visit  and  search  of  a  train  of  petty  offi- 
cers— men  whose  powers  cannot  be  strictly  de- 
fined by  law — and,  if  defined,  would  too  often  be 
disregarded.  The  powers  of  such  ofl^rs,  if  you 
mean  tbat  vour  laws  shall  be  enforced,  must  be 
incompatible  with  the  immunities  held  sacred  in 
(he  domestic  relations  of  society. 

Permit  «ne^  sir.  for  a  mpment  to  glance  at  the 
causes  out  of  which  the  content  <in  whicii  we  are 
about  to  engsge  has  arisen.  We  Complain  (and 
jtistly)  of  viofaiions  of -our  national  rights  on  the 
hisrh  seas;  and  to  restore  these  rights  to  their  le*« 
gitimate  standing,  we  have  determined  to  exert 
our  strength  against  one  of  the  great  belligerents 
of  Europe^  unless  that  Power  shall  within  a 
short  period  volnntarilv  surrender  its  unjust  pre- 
tensions, and  cease  its  lawless  aggressions  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  our  citizens  navigating 
the  ocean.  I  admit,  it  is  i)0t  for  thebenefit  of  com- 
mercial men  alone  we  are  contending;  the  best 
interests  of.  the  agriculturist  are  involved  in  the 
protection  of  commerce, , which,  aaan'independ- 
ent  nation,  we  can  never  relinquish.  At  the  same 
time,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  can  never 
consent  to  destroy  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
country  for'  the  attainment  of  an  object  not  in- 
dispensable to  our  national  existence.  No,  sir,  I 
will  never  surrender  the  proud  privilege  of  an 
American  citizen  to  repose  in  quiet  and  safety 
under  his  own  roof,  for  any  consideration  what- 
ever. Let  us  consecrate  the  maxim  that  a  man's 
house  is  his  castle^  where  the  owner  finds  an  asy- 
lum in  which  he  is  sole  master.  Better  won  Id  it 
t»e  to  leave  our  countrymen  abroad  to  the  chan- 
ges and  chances  of  fortune,  than  to  'subject  our 
citizens  at  home  to  the  arbitrary  details  of  an 
excise  duty  on  the  products  of  their  industry, 
which  must  lead  to  the  destruction  of  individual 
Irberty,  happiness,  and  security.  Sir,  willing  as  I 
believe  the  people  I  havlf  the  honor  to  represent 
are  to  contribute  their  just  proportion  of  any  rev- 
enue which  the  exigfencies  ot  the  country  may 
require,  and  to  exert  their  physical  force  to  assert 
the  rights  and  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try, yet  \  will  never  avree  that  their  bouses  of 
'  every  description  shall  be  thrown  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  excise  officers,  who  would  often  find 
a  pretext  for  such  a  demand  to  evince  the  pleni- 
tude'of  their  power,  and  from  various ' motives 
would  vex  and  harass  the  best  citizens.  These 
remarks  I  thought  it  proper  to  make,  in  order  to 


test  the  principle  contained  in  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland.  I  en- 
treat the  House  to  remember,  that  principles  do 
no%t  change  with  circumstances,  aiid  that  it  is 
wholly  inconsbtent  with  th^  foundation  of  re- 
publican Governments,  and  with  the  genius  of 
the  American  .Constitution,  to  permit  prirlite 
properijr  to  be  invaded  at  the  arbitrary  caprice  of 
public  functionaries. 

I  have  said  that  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
gallon  on  whiskey  will  operate  almost  exclusively 
on  particular' sections  of  the  country.  It  is  a. 
fact  well  knowp,  that  the  Western  States,  to 
which  may  be  added  a  paVt  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  distil  more  whiskey  than  all  the  other 
States  in  th4  Uaion.  And  can  gentlemen  think 
it  reasonable  that  these  States  should  pay  so- 
great  a  proportion  of  the  money  to.  be  raised  by 
taxation  ?  • 

Situated  at  a  remote  distance  from  the  only 
market  at  which  they  ean  vend  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  their  labor,  the  inequality  which  would 
be  introduced  by  this  amendment  wot^d  produce 
the  most  oppressive  effects  upon  the  people  of  the 
Western  country.  But,  sir,  we  are  told  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McKin.)  that  a 
tax  ob  this  article  will  diminish  the  quantity 
(Consumed,  and  thereby  check  the  vicious  habits 
of  -intemperance,  and  promote  the  great  cause  of 
virtue  aiKi  morality.  In  these  moral  reflections, 
OB  which  the  honorable  gentleman  seemed,  to 
dwell  with  so  much  zeal  and  confidence,  it  is  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  he  did  not  include 
the  consumers  of  brandy  in  the  State  in  part  rep* 
resented  by  himself.  Adopt  the  proposition  of 
die  gentleman,  and  the  Maryland  farmer  who 
distils  his  two,  three,  or  four  thousand  galjons  of 
brandy  from  his  large  and  profitable  orchard, 
will  paT  to  the  Uniled  States  the  small  sum  of 
five  dollars  a  year  on  each  still  employed,  while 
the- distillers  of^grain  in  the  Western  country  are 
called  on  to  distribute  neaiJy  one  hundred  per 
cent,  on  the  present  valtie  of  all  the  spiriu  dis- 
tilled. I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  com- 
mence his  good  work  o^  reformation  among  the 
brandy-drinkers  of  his  own  Sute,  before  he 
strides  over  the  Allegany  to  teach  us  lessons  of 
temperance,  aad  that,  too.  by  the  imposition  of 
an  enormous  excise  to  eirforce  their  observance. 
The  injosiice  of  the  proposed  tax  is  too  obvious 
to  .require  farther  illustration,  and  I  should  now 
dismiss  the  subject,  but  for  the  liberality  of  sen- 
timent displayed  by  the  gent)eman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  FiSK,)  which  claims  a  moment's  at- 
tetftion.  That  gentleman  it  seem^  is  in  favor  of 
this  tax,  because  he  sees  in  it  a  relief  afforded  to 
hia  Western  brethren-  from  the  pressure  of  the 
direct  tax.  We  duly  appreciate  the  motives  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  but  as  we  cannot  dis- 
cern the  advantages  of  relieving  our  constituents 
from  the  payment  of  about  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  bv  compelling  them  to  pay  four 
mill  ions,  he  Will  excuse  us  for  not  accepting  his 
beneficent  offer.  For,  sir,  in  fact  such  would  be 
th^  effect  of  that  course  of  proceedings  recom*; 
mended  by  him.    He  saya  you  can  raise  six  mil 
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lioDs  six  hundred  thoasa&d  dollars  aoDoally  by  a 
tax  of  twenty-^e  cents  per  gallon  on  whiskey. 
Cannot,  erery  man  see  that  at  least  four  millions 
of  this  sum  would  fall  on  that  section  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  I  have  before  described,  and 
this  sum  we  are  aeked  to  pay  to  redeem  ourselrvs 
froin  the  payment  of  four  hundred  thousand, 
which  will  be  nearly  our  proportion  of  the  direct 
tax. 

Mr.  Speaker:  There  are  other  objections  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
which  deserve  consideration.  We  all  profess  to 
desire  the  rapid  promotion  of  Oour  domestic  man- 
ufactures ;,  protecting  dtjttes  are  about  to  be  voted 
on  articles  of  foreign  manufactures,  to  give  to 
these,  I  mean  our  home  estabitshmeDts.  a  monop- 
oly in  the  markets  of  this  country  ;  and,  sir,  are 
we  not  departing  from  principles  of  sound  pol- 
icy, when  we  single  out  any  one  article  of  do- 
mestic roanOfacture,  md  from  ii  attempt  to  raise 
so  extravagant  a  sum  as  six  millions  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars?  This  will  in  effect  produce  an 
increased  consumption  of  imported  spipits,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials. 
'  The  plan  proposed  will  be  found  deceptive  in 
practice  $  the  law  will  'be  evaded;  the  tax  wiH 
be  so  oppressive  as  to  tempt  men  strDngiy  to  vio- 
late it.  And  should  this  take  pl|tce,  or  should  the 
quantity  distilled  be  greatly  diminished,  the' rev- 
enue of  the  count-fy  will  fail,  which  is  an  event 
in  a  state  of  war  productive  «f  the  greatest  ca- 
lamities. Having,  declared  my  intention  to  vote 
for  the  entire  report  of  the  Gommitte^rof  Ways 
and  Means,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to 
state  concisely  some  of  the  reasons  which  influ- 
ence my  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  President  informed^'us  that  every  effort 
to  settle  our  differences  -with  Great'  Britain  by 
friendly  negotiation  had  been  employed  without 
effect.  Under  such  eircumstances,  as  every  other 
expedient  had  failed,  we  determined  that  the  only 
justifiable  course  left  was  to  pui  the  nation  in 
arms,  an^l  by  force  redress  the  violated  rights  and 
honor  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people.  We 
accordingly  provided  for  a  large  increase  of  the 
regular  Brmy,  and  took  corresponding  measures 
to  meet  that  state  oif  things  which  we  shortly  ex^ 
l>ect.  The  expenses  incident  to  these  prepara-' 
tions  must  of  necessity  be  great ;  we  were  eom- 

Eelied  to  incur  them,  or  relinquish  thef  ground  we 
ave  ,taken.  and  submit  tamely  to  British  inso- 
lence and  outrage. 

The  debt  has  been  created  on  the  contingency 
of  war,  and  we.  are  bound  by  every  moral  and  po- 
litical consideration  to  provide  imitied lately  for 
the  punctual  dischargeior  the  interest,  without  do- 
ing which  no  capitalist  in  the  countrywili  ad- 
vance the  sum  required.  Were  we  not  to  n^ake 
this  provision,  J  fear,  sir,'  atf  the  very  commence- 
ment of  this  contest  we  should  bankrupt  the  credit 
of  the  nation.  It  is  admitted  by  all.  that  the  sum' 
asked  for  by  the  oommittee  is  the  least  which  they 
could  have  demanded*  They  haye  submitted  a 
plan  by  which  it  may  be  raised,  and,  unless  some 
pkn  less  objectionable  can  be  proposed,  we  ought 


surely  to  adopt  that  which  has  been  offered.  I 
frankly  own,  sir.  that  I  have  no  substitute  to  ten- 
der which  would  not  belijable  to  all  the  exceptions 
which  have  been  taken  to  the  report  under  con- 
sideration. I  wish  some  gentleman  would  enter 
upon  xhe  task  and  perform  it  to  the  sattsfacttoa 
of  this  House  and  the  nation  ;  for  nayself.  I  coofoi 
the  want  of  talents  to  devise  a  plan  of  taxatioa, 
which  shall  fall  more  equally  than  tbis  sfsum. 
upon  every  section  of  the  country.  I  ha  re  strong 
objections  to  some  of  the  jresolu tions  for  ithith  I 
shall  vote,  taking  them. unconnected  with  the  re- 
mainder .of  the  report*  The  resointioa  before 
us  is  one  of'  this  description  ;  it  iirill  bear  hnvdy 
uponmycoostituents}  but  1  discover,  that  theyue 
almost  entirely  relieved  firom  the  operation  of  ihe 
duties  on  stamps,  as  now  modified  by  the  cook- 
roittee.  Banks  and  commercial  men  will  almost 
exclusively  be  affected  by  the  latter,  and,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  consider  it  unreasonable  in  the  coo- 
miitee>  to  require  the  payment  of  a  feax  on  stiils, 
agreeably  to  their  reports  You  cannot,  Mr. 
Speaker,  select  any  one  article  for  taxation  whuk 
wiU  not  be  felt  mofe  sensibljr  by  the  people  in  oae 
quarter  of  ^he  country  th^n  in  another ;  you  mns^ 
therefore  make  'several,  and  by  causing  oae  to 
operat^e  upon  the  people  in  one  direction,  andu- 
other  iipon  those  who  reside  in  a  different  part 
of  the  country,  you  will,  as  far  as  practicable, 
equalize  a  system  of  inter/ial  uxes.  This,  I  be- 
lieve, ;he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  hare 
done  to  as  much  advantage  as  possible.  I  shall, 
therefore,  not  follow  the  example  set  roe  by  tie 
gehileinan  from  Maryland,  by  proposing  to  raiae 
tjie  whole,  sum  required  upon  some  one  article, 
by  ta^^ing  which  to  an  unreasonable  amount,  my 
district  would  be  entirely  relieved.  I  know  ay 
constituents  would  not  wish  to  hear  of  my  making 
sooh  a  proposition.  I  am  willing,  by  a  vote  oa 
these  resolutions,  to  giv«e  a  pledge  to  the  leaiier» 
of  money  to  the  public,  and  I  am  willing  la  re- 
deem it  with  good  faith.  For  the  people  I  repre- 
sent, 1  ask  no  exemption  from  public  bardensy 
but  against  that  injustice  which  would  be  infiici* 
ed  on  them,  should  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  succeed,  1  protest. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  h4f'had,on  a  former  day,  lis- 
tened with  indifference  to  the  proposition  to 
levy  an  excise  of  t wen ty-five  cents  on  each  gallon 
of  domestic  distilled  spirit  of  domestic  materials 
throughput  the  United  States,  from  a  mo»t  thor- 
ougii  conviction  that  so  unjust,  so  unreasooabie, 
and  so  oppressive 'a  tax  would  be  rejected  by  a 
great  majority,  without  exposing  its  tfndeney. 
He  said  he  was  not  disappointed  in  that  just  and 
reasonable  expectation  of  the  views  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Ho^s'fe.  He  said  twenty-fire  cents 
tax  pei^  gallon  upon  whiskey  would  be  as  ruinous 
to  the  people  of  the  Western  country  as  it  wodd 
be  uiijusft  to  that  portion  of  the  United  Suies. 
who  would 'never  be  backward  in  furnishing  tbesr 
just  proportion  of  men  and  money  to  prosecaiea 
war  necessary  to  maintain  inviolate  their  sorer- 
eignty  and  independence;  but,  whatev^er  might  be 
their  willingness,  they  should  not,  with  his  vote 
be  called  upon  to  support  a  syssem  which  would 
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be  alone  destroetiTe  4o  tbedi  bjr  the  in«qaality  of 
its  operation. 

But,  he  said,  he  could  no^  remahl  silent  to  hear 
the  ^aroe  gentleraan  verioosly  make  a  motion  to 
re-commit  the  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  the  purpose  of  making^  the 
self-same  proposftion  of  laying  a  tax  of  twenty-five 
cents  oti  whiskey  and  other  distilled  spirits,  the 
prime  cost  of  the'artiele  in  the  way  of  wholeAile 
in  the 'Western  coantry.  Upon  the  subject  of 
ti^zatioQ,  he  said,  he  had  nev^r  entertained  but 
one  sentiment,  aqfd  be  never  wbuid  agree  to  lay 
Internal  taxe^  i!ipon  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  support  any  permanent  expensive  es- 
tablishment ;  that  nothing  on  the  present  occasion 
should  induce  him  to  vote  for  taxes,  but  war^  In 
consequence  of  this  opinion^  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  reported  in  one  of  their 
resolutions  that  the  tax  should  not  be  levied  on^ii 
a  declaration  of  war,  or  the  issuing  of  letters  of 
marque  imd  reprisal;  Bnd,^he  said,  he  was  a  little 
surpriseiT  that  any  member  should  dislike  such 
a  resolution,  and  try  to  demonstrate  to  the  people 
and  the-world  that  the  taxes  proposed  were  war 
Uxes,  and  intended- to  meet  that  state  of  things. 
Another  resolution  decUres,  that  the  taxes  shall 
not  continue  more  than  twelv|e  months  after  ibe 
conclusion.  With  these  resolutions  incorporated 
and  made  a  pdrt  of  the  svstem^  he  was  anonished 
to  hear  gentlemen  say  that  the  people  would  be 
alarmed  at  these  resOlotfons.  He  said  he  was 
never  afraid  of  the  people ;  they  would  act  eor* 
recily  ;  but  he  had  more  reason  4o  fear  that  this 
House  would  be  alarmed.  He  said  the  people 
understood  their  interests  and  their  rights,  and 
were  not  to  be  alarmed  at  a  vindication  of  their 
rights  and  their  independen6^e.  Mr.  J.  said  that 
Mr.  Gallatin  had  been  called  upon  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  fqrnish  them 
with  a  system  of  internal  taxation,  predicated 
upon  aetual  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  Sec- 
retary was  not  a  volunteer  in  proposing  this  sys- 
tem. In  that  letter,  the  Secretary  had  proposed  ten 
cents  upoa  distilled  spirits  from  foreign  materials, 
and  three  cents  per  gallon  on  domestic  distilled 
spirits  of  domestic  materials,  which  was  consid* 
ered  equally  hard  upon  the  Westerti  country  when 
taken  in  connexion  with  ihe  whole  system  pro* 
posed.  Departing  from  this  equal  system,  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  would  raise  it  ,to 
twenty-five  cents — a  most  unreasoiiable  derange^ 
ment  of  the  whole  plan.  .Mr.  J.  said  that  he  had 
objected  to  this  wnihkey  tax  on  account  of  the 
excise  principle  when  it  was  before  theCommit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  upon  his  ofijections 
the  excise  part  was  changed  to  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  still,  difiering  only  in  amount  with  the  tax 
upon  carriages  or  any  other  article ;  by  which 
modification,  numerous  officers  would. not  be  em- 
ployed, oaths  would  be  dispensed  with^  no  search 
would  be  naade  into  the  houses  or  cellars  of.  di.^ 
tillers,  nor  would  wehaveexcise^fficers  breakini 
locks  and  invading  our  fire^Lles;  and  in  this 
modification,  the  sum  to  be  raised  by. a  tax  of 
three  cents  per  callon  was  reduced  from  9^,000 
to  $275,000,  milking  a  didnotion  of  almost  one^ 


half.  These  modifications  were  produced  by  a 
spirit  of  acoommodatiQU.  And  if  the  House  con- 
tinued to  be  animated  by  the  same  spirit,  he 
said,  the  Ynotioo  to  commit  would  not  succeed. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  told'  you,  that 
a  land  tax,  or  rather  a  direct  tax,  would  operate 
most  severely  upon  the  Western  States,  on  ac- 
count of  their  distance  from  market,  their  want 
of  capital,  their  infant  settlements;  and,  with  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  pf  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union,  the  Secretary  had,  with 
his  usual  impartiality, ana  disceromen,t,  given  the 
House  a  system  as  .nearly  equal  in  its  operation 
as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would  admit ;-  and  it 
was  evident,  that  if  a  materisl  alteration  was 
made  upon  it,  chaos  would  prevail,  and  the  whole 
plan  be  rejected ;  and  then  (he  enemies  of  the 
Government  would  say  with  triumph,  that  the 
Republican  Administration  coutd  not  vindicate 
and  support  the  rights  "of  the  nation,  and  that 
their  Representatives  were  afraid  to  trust  the  peo- 
ple to  scjud  the  ways  and  means  to  avenge  their 
own  wrongs.  Mr.  J.  sa^d  >the  House  had  been 
engaged  a  long  lime  on  the  subject;  despatch 
was  necessary,  that  Congress  might  have  a  little 
time  to  listen  to  the  warning  voice  which  now 
comes  from  the  Wabash,  the.Mississippi,  and  De- 
troit)  which  makes  it  probable  that  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  admit,  the  savages  "will  .rush  down 
upon  the  defenceless  frontiers,  tind  destroy  their 
inhabitants. 

Mr.  WiiKiBRir.— Mr..  Speaker,  po  a  motion  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means',  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  how 
the  arguments^  either ^>fth^  gentleman  fromVir- 
ffinia,  or  those  in  answer  to  him,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Korth  Carolina,  can  apply  to  the  que^ion 
before  the  House.    Sir,  1  am  of^ opinion'  that  if  £ 


hatl  sufifered  myself  so  far  to  have  wandered  from 
the  question,  I  should  deservedly  have  heard  from 
the  Chair.  The  question  before  the  House  is  not 
the  repeal  ol  the  non -intercourse,  or  whether  we 
shall  submit  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain.  It  i.«, 
will  the  House  recommit  the  report  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amending  it  1  To  this  suoject  I  shall  con- 
fine my  argument.  I  am  In  favor  of  reoommit- 
ting  the  report,  first  to  amend  it  as  respects  the 
duty  on  imporu.  Many  of  these  articles  have 
already  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem ; 
add  to  this  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  you  will 
cither  prohibit  them  entirely,  or  you  will  give  a 
bounty  to  smugglers,,  which  will  destroy  the  fair 
trader,  as  the  smugglers  will  al#ays  be  able- to 
undersell  him  ;  and  thus  will  the  fair  trader,  who 
'wishes  to  support  the  Government  be  obliged  to 
give  up  his  busine}s  or  be  ruined.  The  tonnage 
duty  is  also  too  high.  The  former  tonnage  duty 
was  about  &fiy  cents  on  the  vessel,  of  foreigners, 
and  six  cents  on  our  own  vessels  in  the  foreign 
trade.  The  committee  have  added  a  little  over 
one  hundred  percent,  to  the  tonnage  of foreign^rs^ 
and  upwards  of  four  hundred  per  cent,  on  our 
own  tonnage.  If  the  toanage  was  pot  very  much 
out  of  the  way  heretofore,  the*  committee  have 
reversed  the  rule  of  all  other  nations.  Great  Brit* 
aia  hasalwaysibncouraged  her  own  merchantmen 
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by  making  «  great  dyitinelion^  io  favor  of  ber  own 
$bip-'owDers,  between  tbem  and  fcKei goers;;  sbe 
is  tbe  greatest  comniercial  nation  in  tbe  world, 
according  to  tbe  report.  Oar  vessels  in  foreign 
trade  must  pay  tblrty-one  cents  per  ion  every 
time  they  enter,  so  that  a  vessel  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty  tons,  if  she  enters  three  times,  must  pay 
the  Government  upwards  of  three  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  over  and  above  all  her  eustom-hoose  fees, 
and  the  hundred  p^r  cent,  on  the  duties  of  her 
cargo.  Why  t'he  committee  should  have  added 
four  times  as  much  on  tonnage  as  on  merchandise, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine^  nor  do  I  believe  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
can  give  any  good  or  satisfactory  reason  for  so 
doing.  In  the  case  of  tonnage,  it  operates  as  a 
direct  tax  on  the  owner,  beeaiise  while  Mps  are 
plenty,  lying  by  th^  wharves,  no  .man  will  give 
one  cent  more  on  account  of  tbe  tonnage.  Sir, 
in  tbe  case  of  tbe  salt  tax,  the  maritime  and  mid- 
dle countty  pay  the  whole,  the  Western  section 
pay  nothing.  There  are  1,500,000  people  exempt 
from  this  duty  on  salt,  because  they  have  plenty 
from  the  salt  springs.  As  •  this  is  a  necessary  of ■ 
life  on  which  the  Western  section  of  the  Union 
pay  nothing,  they  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  an 
equivalent  on  something  else. 

it  is  true,  these  gentlemen  say,  they  are  willing 
to  do  their  part  in  support  of  the  war ;  yet  when 
they  are  called  on  to  sognvent  the  tax  on  whiskey 
they  say  their  objection  to  that  is  the  creation  of 
excise  officers,  to  which  the  people  are  very  much 
opposed.  Sir,  there  is  a  small  tax  on  the  bapa- 
eity  of  the  still,  let  this  duty  be  multiplied  on  the 
still  Qntil  it  will  give  about  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  on  each  galloo,  as  near  as  can  be  computed, 
which  may  be  distilled  ih  the  course  of  a  year. 
In  that  case  the  same  persons  who  may  collect 
the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  stills,  as'now  taxed, 
which  does  not  exceed  one  cent  and  a  third  per 
gallon  on  the  liquor,  Ynay  collect  it  with  as  much 
ease  when  augmented,  as  they  cfan  if  the  amende 
ment  should  not  take  place.  This  therefore  will 
do  away  the  difficulty  of  excise  officers.  I  ast 
.th^m  to  uke  but  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
gallon  on  their  spirits,  while  in  the  maritime 
Slates  we  pay  the  duty  proposed,  sixty  cents. 
This  is  a  debt  for  which  we  are  all  alike  liable. 
Surely,  sir,  the  Western  gentlemen  cannot  think 
hard  to  pay  but  one-fifth  part  as  much  as  their 
friends  in  a  different  section  of  the  Union,  when 
they  consider  that  we  pay  twenty  cents  on  salt, 
from  whioh  they  are  exempt.  Sir,  the  last  inter- 
nal tax  which  was  laid  amounted. to  t989j533^ 
Massachusetts  paid  of  that  4ax  9282,566.  '  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  system,  Massachusetts  will 
have  to  pay  more  than  one-fourlh  of  the  internal 
tax,  while  she  will  not  have  more  than  one-ninth 
of  the  representation.  Augment  the  whiskey  tix 
as  I  pr6pose,  and  you  may  do  away  your  land 
tax  altogether.  There  is  in  the  United  States 
distilled  from  home  materials  aboijt  24,000,000  of 
gallons  of  spirits  This' will  give  you  $3,000,000, 
which  is  about  what  Is  laid  on  the  land.  A  land  tax 
is  the  last  tax  which  ought  ever  to  be  laid.  Every 
kind  of  luxury  ought  to  be  taxed  before  the  land. 


The  gentlemen  say  tbey  are  at  a  great  dtstaacc 
from  market.  Be  it  so.  Sir.  tbe  material  from 
which  the  whiskey  is  chiefly  distilled,  is  lodiaa 
com.  The  middle  country  raise  of  this  article 
about  ten  bushels  t^  the  acre;  the  Western 
country  about  fifty  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  wiik 
much  less  labor  this  article  will  give  aboat  two 
gallons  to  tl|e  bushel ;  so  that  the  middle  conatry 
can  obtain  about  twenty  gailonc  frond  oae  aer^ 
while  the  Western  country  will  give  oae  hao- 
dred  gallons— five  times  as  much.  This  will 
more  than  pay  for  their  extra  distance  fma  mar- 
ket; in  addition,  to  which,  their  liquor  wiUbriog 
them  enough  more  at  market  to  pay  fpr  tbe  troa- 
ble  of  transporting  it.  Sir,  Massachosetu  viU  be 
willing  to  pay  more  than  her  pari  if  Decessvy  m 
defence  of  tbe  just  rights  of  the  nation.  Boi 
when  a  system  of  taxation  is  brooghi  forth,  it 
ought  to  be  so  modified  as-  that  each  member  of 
the  Union  should  pay  its  due  proportion  of  sack 
taxes.  It  is  said,  this  report  is  a  system  of  com- 
promise. Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  humble  im- 
itators of  any  man,  or  any  body  of  mem,  who  wiU, 
without  investigation,  lamely  Kobmit  to  aaythiag 
they  may  please  to  lay  before  oae,  and  vote  it 
down  as  law.  We  are  told  that  whea  the  bill 
comes  in  will  be  the  proper  time  to  amead.  If 
the  House  are  determined  not  to  recommit,  I  vifl 
help  to  vote  tbe  report  through,  but  with  tbe  same 
reserve  I  made  when  I  agreed  to  reeoosider  tbe 
vote  which  went  against  the  salt,  if  no  amendmat 
or  modificalroB  takes  place  so  aa  to  hare  a  raeie 
equal  bearing  on  tbe  different  seeiioms  of  tbe 
Union.    '  .    ^ 

Mr.  WaiGHTand  Mr.TiSKsuppoFted  themotioa. 

[The  arguments  for  and  agaiaat  the  motioa  la- 
day,  as  well  as  yesterday,  were  grounded  on  tbe 
expediency  of  inexpediency  of  an  excise  tax  oa 
whi^ey.  On  tbe  one  hand,  it  was  said,  cbai,  d 
the  propo&ed  tax  of  25  or  28  cents  per  galloa  oo 
distilled  spiriu  were  to  take  effect,  it  would  pro- 
duoe  a  revenue  of  five  or  six  millions  of  dow». 
and  preclude  the  necessity  of  other  taxes;  ibat  it 
would  eventually  be  paid  by  the  consamer,  and 
wopld  therefore  operate  equally ;  that  domestic 
spirits  ought  to  be  taxed  a  little,  whea  tbe  duty 
on  foreign  spirits  was  about  to  be  'doabled,as  tbeie 
is  np  reason  why  a  man  who  drinks  braady  or 
rum  and  water  should  be  made  to  pmj  doable  price. 
vhile  the  whiskey-drinker  paid  nothing;  that  the 
excise  system  was  already  proposed  as  to  fiae 
sugar,  and  might  be  extended  to  whiskey  witk 
much  less  inconvenience  than  would  resale  from 
the  collection  of  the  variety  of  small  Uxes  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Oa  the  other  hand,  remarks  were  made  oa  the 
severity  with  which  this,  tax  would  operate  oa 
those*  who  already  have -to  bear  |he  chief  bnrdea 
(with  the  least  ability  to  pay  it)  of  the  land  tax, 
riz:  the  people  of  the  Western  country;  that 
considering  th^  paucity  of  their  saleable  prodae- 
tions  in  the  Western  country,  a  tax  on  whisby. 
which  would  put  a  stop  to  its  disttliation,  woald 
wheliy  disableabem  from  paying  the  land  tax; 
that  it  was,  besides,  grievously  heavy,  partial,  and 
unequal.     Tbe  eviU  of  an  excise  systea 
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depicted  id  vivid  colors;  and  it  was  said,  that, 
ahiiough  aoy  tax  on  whiskey  was  nnjastj  and 
soinewhiit  oppressive,  they  were  wiiliogto  incur 
the  responsibility  of  a  tax  on  stills,  rather  than 
defeat  the  great  work  in  which  the  nation  was 
cugaged.J 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
whole  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  at 
considerable  length,  and  opposed  hy  Mr.  Alston, 
Mr.  Chev£8,  Mr.  Calhoun,  and.Mr.  Macon. 

[The  recooMxiitmentof  the  report  was  supported 
on  the  ground  that  the  budj|;et  of  taxes  reported 
was  of  the  mo$t  oppressive  eharacjter ;  that, 
moreover^  they  were  unnecessary  and  impolitic, 
because  Congress  had  only  to  repeal  their. own' 
restrictive  law,  aiid  revenue  would  accrue,  to  the 
United*  States,  to  a  much  greater  amount  than 
was  contemplated  to  be  provided  by  the  taxes 
under  consideration.' 

In  reply,  it  was  urged  that  the  gentleman^  pro- 
ject was  a  peace  project,  and  not  calculated  for 
the  exigency ;  that,  besides,  it  would  not  produce 
the  effect  he  anticipated,  because  commerce  ^was 
destroyed  by  the  orders  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  by 
the  municipal  regulations  of  France;  that  all  taxes 
are  disagreeable,  a^d  though  the  committee  had 
exercised  much  deliberation  on  the  subject  of  their 
report,  it  might  be  expected  there  would  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  some  items;  but  that  novr 
to  recommit  the  report,  as  proposed,  would  be 
shrinking  from  the  pressure  of  the  crisis,  and  would 
stamp  indelible  disgrace  on  the  House  and  nation.] 

The  question  on  recommitting  the  report  Was 
taken,  and  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  34, 
Days  83,  as  follows : 

YvAs — John  Baker,  Abijih  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  James  Dreckenridge,  Elijah  Brigbam,  Epa- 

rhroditDs  ChaoBpion,  Martin  Chittenden,  William  Efy, 
smea  Enott,  Asa  Fitcb^  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  ianior, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  LiTingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Mil; 
nor,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  JQn.,*Jo6iab  Quincr,  John  Randolph,  William. 
Reedf  llenfy  M.  Hidgely,  Daniel  dhaflTey,  Philip  Stuart^ 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Ldbaa  Whea* 
ton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— WilKa  Alston,  jun.,  WUtiam  Anderson^  8ta- 
veMOA  Archer,  Eaekiel  Baeon,  David  Baid,  Bvrwall 
Baasett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robeift  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Ohevea,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Codiran»  Lewis  Condiet,  William  Craw^ 
ford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deaha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Elias  Eaile,  William  Findley,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomss  Gholson,  Petereon  Goodwjm,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Gmndy,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawea,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rich* 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maosm,  George  C. 
Maxwell,-  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Meloalf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Moitow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthonv  New,  Thomas  Newtoo,  S^phen 
Ormaby,  Israel  Picken%  William  Pipers  JaoMa  Pleaa- 


anta,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Rjchardsoji, 
John  Rhes,  John  Roane.  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Madman,  Ebeuexar  Sage,  I'homas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
deayer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith.  Rich'd  Stan- 
ford, William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winh,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Bo,- Mr.  RaNOOLPB'a  motion  was  negatived; 
and  the  House  adjourned.  v 

Wbdnebpay,  March  4. 

Mr.  Ormsbt  presented  to  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentuckjr, 
instructing  their  Senators,  and  requesting  iheir 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  procure  a  grant 
of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Louiaiana  to  Daniel  Boone. — Referred  to 
.the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was  r^d 
twice^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GoLJD,  fjrom  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  removal't)/  the  causes  depending 
in  the  respective  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the  Judges 
thereof;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

FINAL  SETTLEMENT  CERTIFICATE., 

Mr.  GaoLBON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Di]^on ; 
which  was  read,  and  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  same  commit- 
tee made  on  the  petition  Of  John  Murray. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  from  documents  exhibited  by  the  petitioner,  it 
appears  he  is  the  assignee  of  Lucy  Dixon,  his  mother, 
of  a  certificate  which  was  issued  in  her  favor  by  the 
Commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  sum  of 
•^9^  84.90/  payable  with  six  per  cent,  from  the  first 
day  of  January,  1781,  and  dated  the  23d  of  December, 
1786.  The  original  certificate  is  produced,  and,  by  an 
endorsement  on  it,  it  sppears  Ae  interest  was  paid  to 
the  fint  of  January,  1785 ;  a  certificate  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury  is  likewise  exhibited,  showing  that 
Lucy  Diion  stands  a  creditor  on  the  records  of  that 
Department  Ibr  the  said  certificate,  whieh  *<  remains 
unliquidatad  by  the  United  States." 

As  an  qKdogy  (as  it  is  prseumed  by  the  committee) 
for  not  presenting  this  daim  at  an  earlier  period,  Lucy 
Dixon,  m  a  petition  formerly  ofiered  b^  herself,  alleges 
that  she,  in  the  year  1793,  left  VtKginis,  and  went  to 
the  State  of  Georgia,  where  she  remained  until  1799 
or  1800 ;  that  on  her  return  to  her  residence  in  Vir- 
ginia, she^  on  looking  over  papers,  found  the  certificate 
in  question,  and  likewise  others  that  were  supposed  to 
have  been  entirely  destroyed ;  that  she  was  ignorant 
as  well  of  the  value  of  such  certificates  as  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  law  provided  for  their  payment;  that  one 
of  her  sons  took  with  him  to  the  Mississippi  Territory 
the  said  certificate^  where  he  kept  it  untU  a  few  yean 
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ago,  when  he  returned  it  to  her,  and  she  shortly  after- 
wards presented  her  petition  for  the  amount  of  it. 

From  the  foregoing'  statement,  it  would  appear  that 
there  is  no  obstacle  to  the  allowance  of  this  claim  bat 
the  statute  of  limitation.  Your  committed  hsTO  re- 
cehtly,  very  respectfully,  decided  against  the  repeal  of 
the  law  barring  demands  like  the  present.  It  is  for 
the  House  to  determine  on  tho  course  they  will  pursue 
on  this  subject  The  facts  are  faithfully  detailed. 
Your  committee,  howcTer,  conformiitg  to  the  rule  by 
which  it  has  been  goTcrned  in  similar  erases,  recom- 
mend  the  following  resolution : 

Hesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

WAR  TAX58. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways^nd  Means. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  as  his  motion  to  recommtt 
the  fifth  resolution  had  girea  rise  to  some  diffl- 
colty,  and  he  had  no  disposition  to  embarrass,  he 
woa'ld  withdraw  it,  reserving  to  himself  the  right 
to  renew  it  when  the  subject  shoold  come- before 
the  House  in  the  shape  of  a  bill. 

The  question  Hecnrrin^  on  the  adoption  of  the 
fifth  resolution,  (for  laying  a  tax  on  siills,  d^c.) 
it  was  decided  fa  the  aflSrmative — yeas  67,  nays 
38,  asfoHows: 

Ykas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  John-  0.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves^  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Thomas  R<  Gold,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  Ij. 
Green,  Felir  Grundy-,  Belling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jaoob  Hufty,  John' M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Jjyfe,  I^athaniel  Ma- 
con, George  C.  Maxwell,  Samuel  McKqc,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan, ,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  f^evr,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  James  PleasanU,  jun.,  Benjamin 
Pond^  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  John  Roaiie,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferh>,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Tamer,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior* 
and  WiUiam  Widgery. 

Nays— William  Anderson*  John  Baker, >  Abiiah 
Bigelow,  James  Breokenridge,  Slgah  Brigham,  Mat^ 
thew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun*, 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Janes  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
William  McCoy,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
•on,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jiv,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  PhiUp  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban. 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Robert  W-right. 

The  sixth  resolution  came  next  under  consid- 
eration (for  a  tax  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 


spirits,  aod  foreign  merchandise,)  and  was  agreed 
to  without  debate — ^yeas  ©8,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

YsASr>- Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Andenen,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bvwefl 
Baisett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Rob- 
ert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WUliam  Butkr,  Jafaa 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewii 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davia,  John  Dair- 
Bon,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel .  Dinsmoor.  Bllas  Eiile, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gbot- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fefix  Ccrui- 
dy.  Boning  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper.  Ayktt 
Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WilEsm 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Wm.  Lowades, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C  MsxveO, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MdQa, 
James'  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Aa- 
thony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  OwmAj,  Imd 
,  Pickens.  William  Piper,  Ja^es  Pleasania,  jnn^  Wm. 
M.  Richardson,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberti,  Ebs- 
nezer  Sage,  Bbenezer  Seaierj  Adam  Scyhert,  Joka 
Siailie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Straeg, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  l>oup,  Charles  Tonur, 
jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery,  and  Ridsid 
Wind. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Bred- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  EpaphrodiUu  Champss. 
Martin  Chittenden,  Willifl[k  Ely,  James  Fisk,  in 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold.  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwia 
Gray,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jack- 
s6n,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lek- 
ver,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  'Robert  Le  Roy  Liviagiteo, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thonas  New. 
bold,  Joseph  I'earson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Beo>- 
min  Pond,  Elisba  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Wiflia 
Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey, '  Richard  Stanford,  Phibf 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Tsf- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadg^,  Uri  Tracy,  Piene  Taa 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Loooard  WUft, 
Thomas  Wilson,  ^nd  Robert  Wright. 

The  seventh  resolution  (tax  on  sales  at  aoetioa 
of  foreign  merchandise,  dbc.)  wa^  next  agreed 
to — yeas  79,  nays  34^  as  follows: 

YiAS— WiHis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Andenea*  fte- 
veilson  Archer^  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  BanI,  BwcQ 
BilBsett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  BlackMge,  Behcet 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joha 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Levis 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  Rioger  DaTia,  Joha  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuei  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Sarie. 
William  Findley,  Meefaaek  Franklin,  Thomas  CM- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Pefiz  Graa- 
dy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haner,  Ayktt 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,  John  M.  Hypemaiiv  Kicliaid  IL 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  AImmt  La> 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowa^ 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Georga  C.  MarvcIL 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee. 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jam (»s  Meigaa, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  TIms. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  lend 
Pickens,  Wm.  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Bcd>' 
min  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  Jahs 
ROane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebtaair 
Seaver  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  tetih, 
John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Talialexm.  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  FieiR 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WIUiaJB  Widg- 
ery, Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 
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Nats — John  Baker,  Abijth  Btg«low,  HarroaiiYui 
Bleecker,  James  Bnckenridge,  El^ah  Brigham,  Bpa- 
phroditufl  Champion,  MarUn  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
p6rt,  jonioT,  William  BIy,  Aaa  Fitch,  Thoa.  R.  Gold, 
Charted  Goldshoioagh,  Edwin  Ch-ay,  Richard  Jackaon, 
Jan.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,-  Blisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, John  Randolph,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  8he£fey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stoart,  8i]a<i  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La- 
ban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson; 

The  eiehth  resolution  (for  a  tax  of  four  cents 
per  poond  on  reHned  sugar)  was  next  agreed  to— 
yeas  80,  nays  38;  as  follows:    ^ 

YiAa^-WiUis  Alston,  junior,  WilKam  Anderson, 
Stevenson  'Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,.  Bur- 
well  Bassett,,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Adam  Boyd,'  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bil^well,, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,'Wm. 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Me- 
ahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grondy,  Bailing  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnston,  Joseph 
Kent,  WUliam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe- 
▼er,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  I^yle,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos.  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wm.  Piper, 
Jaa.  Pleasants,  ji".,  Benjamin  Pend,  William  M.  Rich- 
ardson, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chas. 
Tamer,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Wm.  Widgery,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  WrighU 

Nats-— John  .Baker,  .Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckcnridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  ISdwin  Grsy,  Ridiard  Jack- 
aOn,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lew- 
is, jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Jonathan  (5.  Moae- 
ley, Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  Rod- 
man, Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  SUpfbrd, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmkdge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jan.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas 
Wilson. 

The  nioch  resolution  (for  laying  a  tax  on  car- 
riages of  pleasure^  &rc.)  came  next  on  the  tapis. 

Mr.  HuFTT,  after  advening  to  the  creat  Dum- 
ber of  carriages  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  of  a 
peculiar  and  cheap  construction,  which  would  be 
severely  taxed,  moved  ao  amendment  going  to 
exempt  from  a  tax  of  three  dollars,  carriages  on 
wooden  spriog^,  and  to  impose  on  such  a-  tax  of 
ODe  dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

Tbie  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Hufty, 
CoKDicT,  and  WaroHT)  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Bacok,  Sbtbbrt,  and  Stanford.  The  argu- 
ments for  the  motion  were  founded  on  the  dis- 


proportion of  the  amourtt  of  tax  to^the  value  of 
the  article  taxed,  which  generally  coat  less  than 
$100,  dciC.  It  was  opposed  on  dkt  ground  that 
these  carriages  were  nevertheless  used  by  those 
well  able  to  pay  the  tax.  which  was  by  no  meant 
disproportionate  to  the  otheV  taxes  proposed. 

The  motion  was  lost — ayes  only  six  or  eight. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  thcTesolution 
as  reported  by  the  Committee,  and  carried  in  the 
aflSrmative— yeas  72,  nays  48,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Sto- 
yenson  Archer,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  >Villiam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  -  A.  Burwell,  William 
ButUnr,  John  C.Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,.  William  Crawfor4»  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawaon,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Bliaa  Earle,  William  rindley,  Meshack  Frankliat 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thos.  R.  Cold,  Peterson  Goodwjn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John>.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyna- 
man>  Rich^'  M.- Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  W^illiam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle»  Thomas  Moore^  William  McCoy,  Saml. 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  NeW,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
anla,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberto,  Ebenexar 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
John  Smilie,  Gevrge  Smith,  John  Smith,  JohaTalia- 
fenro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgcry,  and  Rich- 
ard Winnl 

Nats— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Hanbanna 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenfidge^  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  John-  Davenport*. junior,  William  Ely,  Jamas 
£mott,.A8a  Fitch,  Chas.  Goldsboroogh,  Edwin  Gray, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,^oseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior* 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geoiga 
C'  MaxweH,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Morgan, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomaa  N«lwbold,  Jopeph  Pear- 
aon,  Timothy  Pitkin^  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah 
Quincv,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  William  Rodmao,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey>  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  WU- 
liam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and'Robert  Wright. 

The  tenth  resolution  proposes  a  stamp  tax  on 
certain  bank  and  other  notes. 

The  qnestion  on  the  resolation  was  divided, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Little,  so  as  to  take  a 
question,  (distinctly,  on  the  two  clauses  of  the  res- 
olution. 

The  question  on  that  part  which  goes  to  tax 
bank  notes  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  hun- 
dred dollars  was  carried^yeas  74.  nays -43,  as 
follows: 

7ka's — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Basiett,  WUliam  W. 
Bibb,  WiUUm  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WitUam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Daaha,  Samuel  Diaamoor,  Etiaa 
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Eatle,  William  Findley,  Meiback  Fnnklui»  Thotnts 
CrholMt),  PeterfOB  Gopdwyn,  Isaiab  L.  Green,  Felix 
Gnindy,  BolUng  Hall»  Obed  Hall,  Ayletl  Hawes,  Jaco)) 
HuHy,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Je- 
aeph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacooc,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndea,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nalbaniel  Ma- 
con, Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hu^h  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Pipei',  James  Pleastfnt8,}un.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rheay^Jolin  Roane,  Jo- 
nathan lloberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Bbenezer.Seaver,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tamer,  junior,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WUliam  Widgery, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wnght. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Abijab  Big- 
elow,  Harmanus  Qleecker,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jnn.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Gordsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan..  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lefeyer,  Joseph,  Lewis,  junp  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  George  C.  Maxwell,' Archibald  Mc^ 
Bryde,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  JosiiEh 
t^uincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  WilHam  Strong,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Ti^lmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson.- 

The  other  clause  of  the  resolution  proposes  to 
lay  a  tax  of  five  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars, 
on  all  endorsed  notes  of  hand  and  bills  of  exchange. 

This  clause  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Little^  od 
the  ground  of  its  oppressive  nature  and  the  odium 
which  former  experience  had  attached  tt)  it  in, 
the  minds  of  ffae  peopU,  The  small  product  it 
would  afford  would  not  go  far  to  the  support  of 
the  war  I  and  be  thought  it  might  be  dispens- 
ed with. 

Mr«  Bacon  replied  that  this  tax  was  oow  so  ar- 
ranged as  not  to  a  fiord  the  same  cause  of  com- 
plaint as  former  $tamp  tftxes,  because  it  would 
not  operate  on  the  poor,  would  object  the  people 
in  thinly-settled  countries  to  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining them,  and  .would  generally  affect  only 
.  large  capitalists  or  extensive  traders  in  the  cities. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  that,  however  oppressive  he 
might  deem  this  and  perhaps  all  the  other  taxes, 
he  felt  in  som^  degree  pledged'at  present  to  vote 
for  the  whole  report  of  the  committee,  j 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  clau^and  ear- 
Tied — yeas  65,  nays  53,  as  follows^: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  WUIiatuBlackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WUlutn  A.  BurweH,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Gal- 
houn,  Langdon  Cbeves,  Lewii  Cotodtet,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Clias 
Batle,  WilKam  Findley,  Mesback  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grondy,  BolUng  Hall,  0»ed  Hall^AylettHaWes,  Jacob 
Hufiy  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathimiel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mo- 
Coy,  Samu^  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Met- 


cali;  Jeremiah  Monrow,  Hugh  Nelsoii,  AnOioBy  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  JVewton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pl/^asants,  jnn.,  William  M. 
Richardson*  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Beb- 
erts,Ebneaer  Sage,  J^bneierSeavar,  John  Sevier,  Adaa 
Seyb^ct,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Taliafem, 
George  M.  Troup,  Cfaariea  Turner,  jun..  Robot  White- 
hill,  William  Widgery,  and  Ricbajd  Winn. 

Nati — iWilliam  Anderson,  John  Baker,  fiannaiiBs 
Bleecker,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  9nghBiD,  £pe- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  MaXtbew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  DaTenport,  jua^  SsbmI 
Dinsmoor,.  William  £ly,  James  jSmoit,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborougb,  EdviaOiay, 
Richard  Jackeon,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  LefeTet,  Joseph  Lewis^  jin  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Oeorge  C.  Max««£, 
Archibald  McBryde,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  0. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearsen,  William  Piper,  Tibm^ 
Pitkih,  jun.;  benjamin  Pond,  £lipha  R.  Potter,  Joaik 
Ouincy,  John  iUndoIph,  William  Beedl,  Hcoiy  M. 
Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  SanmcMis,  Seaad 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stosri 
Silas-Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Ta^gait,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaten,  Leae- 
ard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wri^ 

.  Tb6k  next  resolution  embraced  the  direct  lai  of 
three  millionS|  to  be  apportioned  as  provided  by 
the  Constitution.  v 

On  this  question  ad iscassioQ  took  place. fore^ 
to  the  question  immediately  before  the  Hcnae, 
viz :  on  a  doubt  stated  by  Mr.  RaNDOLPU,  whe- 
ther the  tax  was  to  be  laid  accord  ia|r  to  the  pm- 
ent  representation  in  Congress,  or  accordiag  to 
the  number  oFthe  people  of  the  United  Sutess 
ascertained  h^  the  latest  ennmeration.  Mes>srs. 
B.ACON,  McKiM,  LowifDBS,  and  Widosrt  declar- 
ed their  opinions  in  favor  the  latter  mode;  bot 
Mr.  Handolph  declared  it  to  be  a  quesiioa  uf  ia- 
kuperable  difficulty,  inasmuch  as,  if  the  taxation 
was  apportioned  by  the  present  Congress  accord- 
ins  to  the  last  enumeration  (which  bas  ooi  ret 
a&cted  the  representation)  it  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  vital  principle  of  the  Constimtioa.  that 
representation  and  taxation  must  go  baad  ia  hand. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  on  thequesiion^s 
being  taken — yeas  77,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

YkAs^  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Andemnw  Sie- 
venson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Baidr  Baxwefi 
Basaett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  AdsB 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wjffiaa 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea,  liaSfheir 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  WiU^sm  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davitf,  John  Pawson,  Joseph  Besfaa.  Bitf 
Barie,  William  Findley,  Mesback  Franklin,  ThesMS 
Oholson,  Peterspn  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Grees.  Felix 
Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes,isei^ 
Hufty,  John  M.'Hyneman,  RichsLrd  M. Johnaoa,iosepb 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lcih 
▼er,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aarom  Ljlc,  >'»• 
thaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Sk»* 
uel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcnl^  Jsas 
Morgan,  Jeremiah'  Morrow,  Hngh  Nelson,  Aatbsf 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thooua  Newton,  Steyhea 
Orraaby,  Israel  •  Piekens,  William  Piper,  Js 
ants,  jun^  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M. 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Robert^  £b 
Sage,  Ebene^er  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sejheft, 
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Jehu  Sflrilie,  George  Smith,  JohA  Smith,  WiUiam 
Stnmg,  ibhn  Tahaierro,  George  M.  Troup,  Chariea 
Turoert  jr.,  Robert  WliitehiO,  WilUam  Widgery,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nat« — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigislow,  Harmanus 
Bleeeker,  iemee  Breckenridge,  filijah  Brigham,  E|»a- 
phroditua  Ghammon,  Maithi  Ohitteoden,  John  Daven- 
portrjnnior;  William  ^Uy,  James  Bmott,  Aaa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charlee  Goldsboreugh,  Edwin  Gray, 
Richard  Jackecm,  junior,  Philip. B.  Key,  Lyman  Likw, 
Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Geoige 
C.  Maxwell.  Atchibald  McBiyde,  Joi^than  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  JMiah  Quiney,  John  Randoilph,  William  Reed, 
Henrj  KTRidgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Richard  BUnford,  Philip  Stuart,  I<ewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  next  resolution,  that  each  State  may  pay 
the  whole  direct  tax  apporcionedito  il9«hare,  with 
a  deduction  of  fifteen,  per  ce^t.  was  agreed  to^ 
yeas  73,^  nays  37,  as  follows : 

YtAS — William  Anderson^  StOTonson  Archer»  Dxe-^ 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  BafweU  Baesett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  WtUiam  Blackle^^  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  B^wnl 
WUtiam  A.  fiu^weU,  William  Butler,  John  0.  CaV- 
houn,  Langdon  Cheyes,  Matthew  OJay,  James  Coch- 
ran, Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dtnsmoor,  ^lias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  .Franklin,.  ThomM 
GholsoB,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obfid  Htdl,  AylettHawes,  Jacoh 
Hu&y,  John  M.  Hynemak^  Richard  M.  Johnson*  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Lefevtf,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  ft^axwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James*  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,.  Stephen  Ormsby,  Is- 
rael Fickf'ns,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jh,  John 
Rhea,  John  Hoane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage, 
Ebeneier  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  Geoig^  Smith,  Joba  Smith,  William  Stronr* 
John  Tahalerro,  UriTracyrChafiee  Turner,  4iv,  |tobert 
Whiftahill;  WiUiam  Widgery,  ^d  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— vf^i^  Baker,  AMjah  Bigelow,  Hahnahas 
Bleeeker,  James  Bre^enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, juai^,  WiUiam  Bly*  Jamea.Emott^  Asa  Fkch, 
Thomas  R.  Geld,  Charles  GdldsborQUgh,.  Edwin  Gray, 
Richard  Jacksoa,  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Le  Roy.  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold>  Joseph  Pearson, - 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiney, 
John  ]^andolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
William  Rodoian,  Daniel  Shefiey',  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Qtnrges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wikon. 

Next^ame  under  con^deration  the  resolution 
that  the  taxes  thus  laid  shall  AOt  take  effect  until 
the  cx)(D  men  cement  of  the  war,  or  until  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  shall  have  been  issued.  This 
passed — yeas  60,  nays  96.  as  follows : 

YxAs*— Willis  Alston,  junior,  WtUiam  Anderson, 

Stevenson  Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David 

Bard,  BurweU.  Bassett,  William .  W.  Bibb,  William 

Black  ledge,  Adam  Boy d»  James  Bieokeniidge,  Robart 
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Brown,  WilHam  A.  Burwell,'Winiam  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,' Lang()on  Gheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condint,  William  Geawibrd,  Roger 
Davis,  John  DawsoUf  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Flndliey,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson^ 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray^  Isaiah  L.  Green.  Fe- 
lix Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawe% 
John^.  HyneiDan,Ridiard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  JCenl^ 
William  R  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Pe- 
ter Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aarpn  Lyle,  NaUianiel 
Macon,  George  G.  Maxwell,  Thorny  Modre,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  William  McCoy, .  Samuel  McKee,  Al- 
exander AicKinL  Arunah  Metealf,  James  Jlorgan,  Jeie- 
miah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbojd,  Thom- 
as Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  WiHiam  M.  Richard* . 
son,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wilr 
liam  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey*i 
berty  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richaid 
Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tra^, 
Charles  Turner>  junipr,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Wilfiam 
Wid^ery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright: 

Nats-— Abijah  Bigelow^  Harmanus  Bleeeker,  Elijah 
Brigham>  Epaphroditqs  Champio)i,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Davenport,  junior,.  William  Ely,  James  £m« 
6tt,  Asa  Fitch,.  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbor- 
ough,  Riphard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  I^w,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Jonathan  0.  Mosel^,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jon.^  Elisha  R.  Pqtter,  Josiah  Quiney, 
Johh  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges^  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Leonard  White. 

The  next  and^  last  resolticion  reported  by  the 
Conn mtt tee  of  Finance  provides  that  these  taxes 
shall  coBtinue  no  longer,  than  one  year  after  the 
Gopclosion  oi  the  war.  Agreed  to--f^s  TSfi  nays 
27.  a» -follows: 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Eieki^l  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David 
Bard,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd;  James  Bretfkenridge,  Robert 
, Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwelt,- William  Butfer,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  X)lay,-^am6# 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  Wilham  Crawfiitd.  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Dosha,  Eliaa  Earle#  Wil- 
liam  Findley,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gmndyp 
BoUing)Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawea^  John  M.  Hy- 
neman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacook,  Peter  Little,  W^liam  Lowndea» 
Aaron  Lyle;  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,* 
James  Morgan,.  Jeremiah  Momiw,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby^ 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  PleaSants,  jun.', 
Benjamin  Pond,^  WilHam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,^ 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  John"^ 
jBevier,  Adam'  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  jSmilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Taliftferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner,  junidr,  William  Widgery^  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright, 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Asa  Fitch,  C)iarles 
GoTdsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear89n,  Timothy  Pitkin^  junior; 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiney,  John  Randolph,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  WiUiam  Bodman,  Ridtaid  Stanftfd,  PhiKp 
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3tiiart,  L«wu  B.  SttnycK,  B^njaiiuii  Tmllni«dg«,  La- 
Kan  Whaaton,  and  Leonard  Whita. 

The  quesiian  w(aa.then  taken  on  nil  the  resoln* 
tioos,  taken  together,  and  agreed  to-^yaas  56. 
nays  "Si,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  dteven- 
■on  Archer,  Ezekiel  BsiM>n,  Dsvid  Bard,  Buxwell  Baa-- 
aett,  WilUam  W.  Bfbb,  Wflliam  BlacUedge)  WiUiam 
A*  BnrweU,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Lang- 
don*  Cheres,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condict,  William 
Crawford,  Roger  DaTts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha; 
Blias  Sarte,  William  Pindley,  Meshack  Fianklin, 
Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson  Goodwrn,  Isaiah  L,  Green, 
Felix  Gmndy,Bolling  HaU,Obed  Hall,  Ajlett  Hawea, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  William  I^ 
King,  Ahner  Laeeck,.  Peter  Little;  William  Lowpdes,* 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Samnel' 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Jfremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby;  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam M.  Richards,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Ssge,  John  SeTier,  John  Smilier 
George  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  and  Charles  Turner,  jr. 

Nats^— John  Baker,  Ahijah  Bigelow,  James  Breck- 
anridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,* 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport, 
jnn.,  WilUam  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles 
Ooldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryae,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
teph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  EHsha  R.  Pottery 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wm.  Reed,  WUliam 
Rodnitan,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Ti^lmadge,  Leon- 
ard White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wr^hL 

TUfe  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  tfae  Copi- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  directions  to 
report  by  hill. 

CdNSTITimON  OF  ORLEANS. 
The  following  Message,  vas  received  from  the 

PRfiSIDBNT  OF  tHE  UNItBD  StaTES: 

Tp  the  Senate  and  Route  of 

Repreeentatitee  of  the.  United  Siatee  ,- 

At>the  request  of 'the  oonventinn  assembled  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  on  the  2S(^  day  of  Nonemher  last, 
I  transmit  to  Congresa  the  proceedings  of  that  body  in 
pursuance  of  the  aet,  entitled  "An  act  to  enabia  the 
^ple  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  tb  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  goTerftment,  and  for  the  admission  af 
the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States*,  and  for  othet  purposes." 

JAMES  MADISON. 

MAacB  St  1812.  '      ^    . 

The  Message  and  accompany ing  ^ocomants 
having  been  read,  a  propositioQ  was  made  ^o  re- 
fer them  to  a  iiele'ct  commiitee ;  bat,  before  it 
wa9  decided,  the  House  adjoarDe<t  . 

Thursday,  March  5. 
The  House  resumed, the  coDsjderatio!i  of  the 
bin  supplementary  to  tlie  act  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force.  [The  object  of  the  bill  is,- 
to  place  on  the  same  footiog,  as  to  rank,  all  the 
officers  .of  each  grade  of  the  Army  who  raay  be 
appointed  at  the  present  session,  so  as  to  'allow 
more  time  fbr  a  prop^  selection  of  the  eandi- 


dat'es  for  miliiary.  appoint  men  ta.]  The  details 
of -the  bill  having  received  sorae  amend  men  t,  it 
was  ordered  to  b^  engrossed  for  a  ikird  reading. 

Mr.  MooRE  remarked  that,  id  the  system  of 
discipline  for  the  Army  transmitted  to  Congress 
during  the  present  session,  in  pursuance  of  a  call 
from  the  House,  there  was  no  system  of  dtsci- 
pline  for  the  cavalry,  the  necessicy  for 'which  wai 
certainly  as  great  as  jbr  the  other  tM'aoches  of  ooi 
Army.'-  He,  therefore,  proposed  the  faUowiag 
resQiiiiionc 

<«  Resohed,  l>at  the  President  of  the  Ubilrd  Btites 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  Isid  before  the  Hoase  a 
system  of  rules  and  regulations  proper  Co  be  tdoptsd 
for  trsining  and  disciplining  the  cavalry  of  the  Aimj 
and  MiUtia  of  the  United  States."  ' 

Agreed  to,  and '  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Habpei 
were  appointed  |Ei  committee  to  present  the  sane 
to  the  President'  * 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoax 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to  alter  iht 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Coarts  of  the  Usfeed 
States  at  Knoxvi|le,  in  the  district  of  East  Tea- 
nessee,"  withameodnaents;  and  tfae  bill'^niakiRf 
further  sp^ropriatioo  for  the  defence  of  cor  man- 
time  frontier.''  also  with  amendments;  io  wbieh 
they  'desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoase. 

C(»fSTITUTION  OF  ORLEAMa 

The'  House  resumed  the  cotisi  derail  on  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  DAWeoif,  pending^  when  the  Heme 
yesterday  adjourned,  for  reference  of  the  co&sti* 
tutiop  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  PoiNoexTER  stated  that  the  fourth  seetiec 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  under  which  ik 
constitution  had  been  framed,  provided  that  a  sep- 
arate iustrument  should  i^e  transmitted  ta  Coa- 
gress  by  the  conrentfon,  recogoisiog  the  Federal 
Constitution.  It  appeared  that  aueh  as  iostre- 
ment  hail  «ot  been  forwarded,  although  the  Fed- 
eral Conaiilution  was  recognised  iu  the  kdy  of 
ihe.instrumeot  which  was  now  before  the  Hoase. 
He,  therefore,  moved  an  amendmeDi  goiag  co  in- 
Rtruct  the  committee  to  inquire  iolo  the  eipedi- 
ency  of  repealing  so  muoh  of  the  fooith  eecdun 
of  the  act  of  last  aession,  as  reqqirea  a  aefaiatt 
instrument  of  recognition. 

Mr.  l>AW0Oii  accepted*  the  proposed  anend- 
ment  as  a  part  of  his^motion. 
"  The*  constitution  was.  the&  eonamined,  wHk 
thb  instruction,  tb  a  select  committee,  comprised 
of  tb^  following  {nembers,  viz:  Mr.  Dawaox, 
Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Taotjp,  Mr.  Jobhsox,  Mr. 
FtNDLEY,  Mr.  Bio^Low,  and  Mr.  Potteb. 

G£»NfiRAIi  ST.  CLAIB. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wrigbt  the  HoUse  resobreJ 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bil- 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair.  The  bill  di- 
rects thb  allowance  at  the  Treasury,  to  the  G&- 
eral,  ofi'^the  sum  of  $t,800,  advanced  by  hiaoa 
*  the  26ih  of  October,  lT76/for  the  reeniitiaf  set- 
'  vice,  with  legal  interest  for  the  same  from  that 
'  d^te.  deducting  from  the  amount  $300  advanced 
'  to  him  on  that  account  injifay,  1810,  and  Utit 
^  the  balance  be  paid,**  dtc. 
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Much  debate  took  place  on  this  claim,  which 
was  ot>posed  and  supported  with  consitlerab)e  zekU 

The  Committee  rose,,and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out material  amendment.    . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alston,  'the  bill  was  then 
so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  at  the  Treasury,  and^he  payment  to  Gen- 
eral St.  Clair  of  such  balance  as  ma.y,  on  such 
settlement^  appear  to  betlue  to  him. 

A  motion  was  then  ipade  by  Mr.  Nelson  to  re- 
commit the  bin,  with  a  view  to  expunging  the 
amendment  just  tfgreed  to;  because,  Mr.  N.  said, 
Creneral  St.  Clair's' accounts  haviog>been  burnt 
in  the  War  Office,  it  would  be  impossible  that 
he  could  ever  bring  them  to  a  settlement  at  the 
Treasury.  .  '  • 

The  motion  to  recommit' was  agreed  to,  51  to 
47.  and  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  q[  the  Whole  on  tfie  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson  theii  moved  to  erase  the  amend- 
ment just  adopted  in  the  House^;  which  xnotioti, 
after  debate,  was  agreed  tq ;  when  the  bill  again 
came^  before  the  House,  but  before  they  decided 
on  it.  a  motion  was  made  to  a4journ,  and  carried, 
47  to  44. 

Fbibat  March  B.. 

Mr.  Lawis  presented  a  meniorial  of  JohnMa«> 
son,  of'theDistrict  of  Columbia^  stating  the  toany 
inconveniences  which  tvouLd  resujt  from  the  cut* 
ting  of  a  canal  around  the  western  end  of  th^  cause- 
way leading  from  Mason's  Island  to  t[ke  Virginia 
shore  of  the  Potomac  river,  and. praying  that,  in 
case  a  canal  be  cut  atound  the  said  causeway, 
the  proprietors  may  be  directed  to  conform  to 
certain  stipulations  mientioqed  in  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Lewis  also  presented  a  petition  of  thePre- 
sidenrand  Directors  of  the  Georgetown  and  Al- 
exandria Tui'npike  Road  Company,  and  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Cotineif  of  Gkorffetown,  to  the.  same 
eflTect  with  the  memorial  of  John  •  Mason.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia. .  ■  ' 

Mrw  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral AssenobljT  of  the  St^te  of  Kenrocky.  request- 
ing the  Senators  and'  Representatives  from  that 
State  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
procure  a  road  to  be  opened,  at  the  public  expense, 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  over 
a  route  designated  in  the  said  resolution. — Re 
ferre4  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  JoBKSON  also  preaeated  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
upoD  the  subject  of  the  national  militia  x  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GeOLBON,  from  the  Com mftteii^  of  Claims; 
preaented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stout; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com« 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON,  frofn  the  same  committee,  arlso 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  8.  West ; 
which  4va9  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a.Com- 
m  it  tee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiNnsxTSB, 


Resolvedf  That  Allap  B.  Magruder,  and  Eli- 
gius  Fromenlin,  agents  from  the  Territqry  of  Or- 
leans, be  admitted  within  the  Hall  of  Representa- 
tives, anything  in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  House  resolved  irself  inioa  Committee  of 
t^e  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian 
Pinkney.  [Mr.  Pinkney  is  «  Captain  in  the  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry  or  ihe'United  States.'  His 
claim  is  for  services  rendered  under  an  appoint- 
ment as  Brigade  Major  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted, States  mad^  by  General  Wilkinson,  on  SOth 
June  1800,  and  subsenuently  declared  by  the 
War  Department  to  nave  been  unauthorized! 
He  prays  that  he  may  receive  credit  on  the  Ac- 
countant's books  for  monev  drawn  as  compensa- 
tion for  the  services  rendered  whilst  acting  in. 
that  capacity,  as  his  ordinary  pay  is  now  detained 
to  that  amount.  The  amount  of  the  claim  is 
somewhat  upwards  of  $700.]  After  considerabla 
conversation  on  the  bill,  the  question  in  the  House 
on  its  passage  to  a  third  reading  was  ^negatived, 
44  to  39. 

'  The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson  and 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,  passed  Ihrouglr  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  {^  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  "  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Covins  of  the  United  States  at  Knoxville,  in  the 
district  of  East  Tennessee,  '\n  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee," were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  the  order  of  the  day  being 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  St.  Clair.  • 

The  question  pending  when. the  House  yester- 
day'adjourned,  was  negatived,  50  to  44. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Roberts,  bv  adding,  *^  if  the  said  sum 
shall  be  found  due  to  him  on  a  final  'settlement 
of  his  accounts  iwrith  the  United  Slates"— was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
.  ,The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising 
an  achlitional  military  force,  was  reatl  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

"The  House  resolved  itself  into  k  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  respect- 
ing the  enrolling  ana  licensing  of  steamboats;^ 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  today.  ,' 

The  House  resolved  itself  ihto  *  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  removal 
of  the  causes  depending  in  the  respective  District 
Coiiru  of  the^Uoited  States  in  case  of  the  disabil- 
ity of  the  judges^  tbeceof. 

The  bill  provides  ^'  that  so  much  of  the  act  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  Unitei 
States  passed  the  2Sth  of  March,  1809,  as^requires 
the  application  of  the  district  attorney,  or  mar- 
shal of  the  district,  in  writing,  to  authorize  the 
exercise  of  the  power  therein  given  to  ,a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  repealed." 

It  appeared^  frodi  the  contersation  which  took 
place  on  this  bill,  that  the  District  Attorney  and 
Marshal  of  the  Sti^tcof  NewYork.  had  withheld 
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the  written  a|$plication  required  by  law  in  an  ex- 
isting case  of  the  absence  of  the  judge  of  that 
district  from  the  State.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was.  stated  to  be,  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  jud^e 
of  the  Supreme  Courr  to  exercise  the  powers  m 
such  case  given  by  law^  on  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  absence  or  inability  of  the  district  judge. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.    ^ 

WEST  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  JoHNBON  submitted  the  following. resola- 
tion: 

^Resolved,  That  s  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  situation  of  that  part  of  West  Florida 
west  of  the  Perdido  river,  the  poseesaion  of  which  was 
■taken  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  6f  the 
United  States  oi^Hhe  27th  of  October,  1810,  and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise/' 

Mr.  Pitkin  inquiring  the  particular  object  of 
this  motion — 

Mr.  J0BN8ON  replied  that,  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President, of  tb^  United  States,  the  terri- 
tory embraced  hy  the  resolution  was  attacb'^d  to 
the  Orleans  Territory.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
constitution  of  that  Territory,  in  conformity  t6 
the  law  of  Congress,  had  arrived,  and  was  now  be- 
fore the  House.  The  Territory  in  question,>not 
being  included  within  the  limits  prescribed  for 
the  new  State,  most  either  be  attached  to  some 
other  government  or  included  in  a  separate  ad- 
ministration. In  addition  to  this  ^circumstance, 
there  were  many  grievances  of  which  the  people 
of  that  Territory  complained,  which  required  in- 
vestigation. He  h^d  a  number  of  memorials  in 
his  possession,  the  reference  of  which,  at  a  {Proper 
time,  he  would  move  to  tjiat  committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  iMr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  SBviER,and 
M&  CfliTTEtiDEN,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

TENNESdSt:  LANDS. 
Mr.  Gaundy  observed,  that  the  great  pressure 
of  business  of  .a  general  nature  had  heretofore 
prevented  him  from  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subject  in  which  a  large  nunrber  of 
bis  constituents,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  citi* 
2eos  of  North  Carolina,  felt  a  deep  interest;  that 
In  the  act  (commonly  called  the  cession  act.) 
passed  by  North  Carolina,  by  which  that  State 
vested  in  the  United  -States  the  Western  .par;  pf 
that  State,  which  now  forms  the  Stare  of  Ten- 
nessee—there was  a  provision,  that  all  the  land 
claims  then  existing  against  North  Carolfn a  should 
be  satisfied  by  the  General  Gov'ernment.  •  Con- 
gress, by  accepting  the  cession,  had  bound  the 
United  States  to  comply  with  the  condition  upon 
which  the  cession  was  made.  Although  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  already  done  much  to- 
wards satisfying  those  claims,  still  much  remains 
to  be  done ;  and  the  kiquiry  I  propose  to  iosiiiuie 
(said  Mr.  G.)  is  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
propriety  of  taking  such  steps  as  will  procure  im- 
mediate satisfaction  for  claims  which  have  already 
remained  too  long  unsatisfied.  It  will  be  proper 
to  observe,  that  the  United 'Stales'  at  this  time 


hold  a  tract  of  country  in  Wcsf  Tconessce,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  hais  been  extingaished. 
So  fkr  as  relates  to  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  bat 
Congress  ought  to  act  j  and  as  this  will  pro^ace 
an  investigation  into  the  amount  of  unsatisfied 
claims,  when  the  commtttee  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  necessity  of  extingui^hiog  the  Indian 
title  for  the  'purpose  of  satisfying  tbe«e  claiaxs 
will  be  apparent  to  that  department  of  the  Got- 
ernment,  within  whose  ^ovince  it  is  to  mske 
ti^eaties  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Mr.  G.ofeerred, 
that  the  second  provision  of  bis  resolaiidn  woold 
be  rendered  more  material,  in  case  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  in  West  Tennessee  stiould  doc  bespe^ 
ily  extingnished  ;  and  all  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  origin  of  claims  in  that  part  of  the  caaairy 
of  which  he  was  speaking,  would  readily  admii 
it.  The  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  an  early 
period, authorized  her  citizens  who  had  held  cliisu 
of  a  particular  description  aj^ainst  that  State,  to 
locate  lands' in  thiit  part  of  the  coaDtry  in  saiis- 
faction'of  those  claims.-  Many  entries  were  made; 
the  witnesses  by  whom  the  objects  called  for  in 
those  claims  t;an  be  proved  are  but  few,  aad  the 
number  rapidly  diminisbing ;  besides,  even  tk 
objects  themselves,  on  which  the  validity  of  mtoj 
titles  may  depend,  may  so  change  in  a  Jong  coarse 
of  years,  that  the  witnesses,  if  alive',  may  not  tie 
able  to  recognise  them.  I  wish  Coogress  to  see 
plainly  the  true  situation  in  fvhich  those  elaimtsts 
are  placed,  and"  no  dbubc  can  be  entertained  kt 
that  a  suitable  provision  wiU  be  made.  Ai  pre- 
sent the  laws  of  Congress  prohibit  any  citizen 
from  going  into  that  part  of  the  country,  or  doiii; 
any  act  whatever  by  which  the  evidence  of  his 
claim  can  be  preserved.  .These  men  are,  theB, 
placed  in  this  condition :  they  have  paid  North 
Carolina  for  the  lands — the  United  States  have 
pledged  themselves  that  they  shall'  be  satisfied, 
and  Congress  by  law  have  prohibited  the  claio- 
ants  from  securing  those  claims^  This  is  certaidy 
doing  such  injustice  t6  fair  purchasers,  that  lam 
peisuaded  this  resolution  wilt  not  oolvbeadopied, 
but  that  the  pbjects  I  hav^  in  view  will  be  attained 
as  ^peedii]^  as  the  eiisting  circutnstanees  of  the 
country  will  admit. 

The  following  is  the  r^solutioja  offered  b^  ^. 
Grdnoy,  which  was  agreed  to : 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire,  wlTat  further  provisioDs  are  ac- 
cessary to  be  made  for  satbfying  such  daims  to  lands, 
within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  are  reoognisei^  by 
the  act  of  cession  ftom  the  State  of  North  Caro&in 
to  the  United  States,  and  are  not  at  this  time  located, 
and  that  they  also  inquire  into  the  proper  steps  to  be 
taken  for  perpotnating  the  testimony  and  eelabfi^hhig 
the  claims  to  lands  heretofore  located  (agreeably  to  iht 
laws  of  North  CarolinaVih  that  part  of  the  Btate  ol 
7^enne■8ee  to  whidi  the  Indian  title  is  AotextiiigmiibBd 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bj  bill  or  otherwiae.* 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House  took  tip  the  Senate's  amendaest 
to  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  froa- 
lier.  '{The  amendtnent  reduces  the  a ppropriaticm 
from  one  roiirion  to  half  a  million  of  dollars.] 

Messrs.  BLACKLenols  and  Pottbr'  opposed  the 
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ameDdmenCon  the  ground  of  the  ihezpediency  of 
veakening  the  defence  of  our  ports. 

The  queslioD  on  conoarreoee  was: decided  in 
<he  affiroiative^-yeas  60,  nays  50,  %s  follows: 

YBAfr^WiUb  Alston,  jr.,,  Ezdiial  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  3oyd,  Robert  Brown,^ 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butior,  John  C.  Cal- 
faoan,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Bavis,  ioaeph*  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earie,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franktiny 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy, 
BolUng  HaU,  Obed  'Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Arlelt 
'Hawes,  Jaeob  Hafty,  John  M.-  HyneoiaD,  Jcpeph  aent, 
Abner  Laooek,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaioti  Lyle,  Natfian- 
i^l  Maconr,  George  6.  Kaxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil* 
Ham  McOoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MoKim,  Am- 
jiah  MetcalC/ames  Morgan,  Jeremiali  Morrow,  Thos. 
JVewbold,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasantif,  jr.,  Benja* 
min  Pond,  Peter  E.  PorUr,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
William  Rodman,  fibenMer  Sage,  Sbeneter  Sealer, 
Barouel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Ge6rge  M.  Tronp, 
Robert  Whltehill,  William  Widgeiy,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

NATi — Stevenson  Archer,^  John  'Baker^  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigetow,  William  Blackledge,  Har- 
manus  Blaecker,  James  Breckinridge,  EKjah  Brigham, 
Epaphroditds  Champion,  Martin  Chittanden,  I^ewis 
Condict,  John  DsTenport,  jr.,  Wm.  Ely,  Jamas  Emott, 
James  Fisk,'A8a  Fit^h;  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
GoMsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Richard 
Jackson',  jr.,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  ^ttle,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  JNelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,! Elisha  R.  Potter,  WlUtam  R^d,  WiHiam 
M.  Richardson,  Henny  M.  Ridgely,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Sttiait  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  StuS 
gee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamia  TaHmadge^  Cri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  JT.,.Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilton,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So  the appropriationnow ataada at $500^000. 


MoN DAT,  March  9. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  thfe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  *^  to  promote 
<he  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  secur- 
ing, for  a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the 
exclusive  right  to  their  respective  discoveries,'' 
reported  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read,  and,  together  wilt  the  bill,  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  petiliop  of  Qeorg6 
Blagdeo  and  others,  slating  that  they  have. claims 
against  the  United  States  to  a  coosiderahle 
amount  for  work  done  on  bo^b  wings  of  the  Cap- 
itol, under  con  tracts  naade  with  theSuperintendeni 
of  f^uhlic  Buildings ;  praying  that  so^  provision 
.may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  same. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Commirtee  of  Claims. 

UNCHARTERCD  BANKS. 

Mr.  Gbo.lsom  said,  he  had  been  .informed, 

througik  the  newspapers  and  other  channds  en« 

tided  to  his  confidence,  that  an  asfocihtion  was 

^forming  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  to  eatabiish 


an  additional  bank  in  that  place  without  a  charter 
of  incorporation,  provided  the  petition  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  one  shoald  fail.  He  said"  that  no  mem- 
ber would  more  cheerfully  than  himself  grant  to 
that  association  a  bank  charter,  if  .th^  propriety 
or  utility  of  such  a  measure  co.ufd  be  shown.  He, 
however,  had  always  been  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of.  banks  without  legal  author- 
ity. Many  parts  of  the  Union  h^d,  he  believed, 
sufi^red  from  the  inundation  of  paper  e)nitted  by 
unauthorized  institutions  .of  this  sort.  He  was 
unwilling  thut  this  District  should  participate  of 
snch  an  evil.  He  would  therefore  aubmit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on 'the  District  of 
Colnmbia  be  instnided  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency ' 
of  prohiMlIng  withfb  said  District  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  any  bank  not  estabHshedby  laW,and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  Otherwise. 
.  Mr.  Little  moved^  that 'the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table ;  as  he  was  informed  that  the  associa- 
tion to  which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  was 
about  appf)[ing  for  a  charter.  ' 

The  motion  of  Mc  Gholsok  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Alston  on  the  ground  of  the  impropriety  of 
Congress  legislatkif  on  this  subject,  unless,  in- 
deed, it  were  to  make  every  individual  responsi- 
blefor  the  notes  of  the  bank,  d^c.  It  was  support- 
ed by  Mr.  Bassett,  who  deprecated  the  ovier- 
whelming  torrent  of  bank  paper,  which  flooded 
the  country,  whioh^mi^ht  eventually  muchii^ure 
those  plantera of  Virginia  or  Maryland  who  should 
place  confidence  in  tb^  paper  of^ncliarteted  banks, 
and  by  the  insolvenpy  of  such  institatioas  be  left 
without  redress.    , 

The  reso^Qtion  wa»  ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table. 

.  BRITISH  INTRIGUES. 

The  folbwing  Message  was  received  from  tha 
PaaaiDENT  op  tbc  Unitso  Stateb  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

BepreaentaHves  of  the  United  States .-       ^ ' 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  cjBrtain  documents 
which  remain  in  the  Department  of  State.  They 
prove  that  at  a  recent  period,  whilst  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  them,  ceased 
not  to  observe  the  laws  of  peace  and  neutrality  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midst  of  amicable  professions 
and  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
through  its  public  Ministers  here,  a  secret  agent  of  that 
Government'  was  employed  in  certain  States,  n\.ore  es- 
pecially at  the  seat  of  Government  in  Massachusetts, 
in  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  constituted  authoritiea 
of  the  nation ;  and  in  intrigues  with  the  disaffected  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance  to  the  laws ; 
and  eventually,  in  concert  with  a  British  force,  of  de- 
stroying the  Union  and  forming  the  Eastern  part  there- 
of into  a  political  connexion  with  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  the  efiect  which  the  discovery  pf  such 
a  procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  Public  Councils,  it 
will  not  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  good 
citDKus  that  happy  Union  df  these  States,  which,  under 
Divine  Providence,  is  the  gnarantee.of  their  libertiea. 


their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and  thehr  prosperitv. 
JArtES  MADISOZV. 
MAacK^  9,  1813. 
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Mr.  Henry  /•  Mr^  Monroe. 
PhilaokiiFIiia,  February  20,  1812. 
.  8im :  Moch  observation  and  experience  have  con- 
vinced mOf  that  the  injuries  and  ine ulle  with  which  the 
United  Statei  have  been  mo  long  and  so  frequently 
visited,  and  which  cause  their  present  embarrassnient, 
have  been  owing  to  an  opinion  entertained  by  foreign 
States,  '*  that  in  any  measure  tending  to  wound  their 
pride,  or  provoke  their  hostili^,  the  Government  of 
thb  country  conld  never  induce  a  great  m^ority  of  its 
citizens  to  concur/* — And  as  many  of  the  evils  wnich 
How  from  the  influence  of  this  opinion  on  the  policy  of 
foreigti  nation*,  may  be  removed  by  any*  act  that  can 
pi^uce  unanimity  among  all  parties  in  America,  I  vol- 
untarily tender  to  you,  sir,  such  means,  as  I  possess, 
towards  promoting  so  desiraMe  add  important  an  ob- 
ject; which,  if  accomplished,  cannot  fail  to  extinguish, 
perhaps  forever,  those  expectations  abroad,  which  may 
protract  indefinitely  an  accommodation  of  existing  dif- 
ferences, and  check  the  progress  of  industry  and  pros- 
perity itf  this  rising  Empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  documents' 
and  coirespondence  relating  to  an  important  mission 
in  which  I  was  .employed  by  Sir  James  Graig,  the  late 
Governor  General  of  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  in  the  Winter  of  the  year  1809.     , 

The  publication  of  these  papers  will  demonstrate  a 
fact  not  less  valuable  than  the  good  already  proposed  ;  it 
will  prove  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed. on  the 
professions  of  good  figuth  of  an  Administration,  which, 
by  a  series  or  disastrous  eirents,  has  fallen  into  sash 
hands  atf  a  Cafctlereagh,  a  Wellesley,  or  a  Liverpool — 
I  should  rather  say  into  the  hands  of  the  stupid  subal- 
terns, to  Whom  the  pleasures  and  the  indolence  of  those 
Ministers  have  consigned  it       ^ 

In  contributing  to  the  gopd  of  the  United  States  by 
an  exposition  which  cannot  (I  think)  fail  to  solve  and 
melt  all  division  and  disunion  among  its  citizens,  I 
lUtter  myself  with  the  fond  expectation  that  when  it  i9 
made  public  in  England  it  will  add  one  gtoat  motive  to 
the  many  that  aliMdy  exist,  to  induce  that  nation  te 
withdraw  its  confidence  from*  men  whose  polititikl 
career  is  a^fruitful  source  ofinjury  and  embarrassment 
in  America ;  of  iniustiee  and  misery  in  Ireland ;  of 
&tress  and  apprehension  in  England;  and  con- 
tempt everywhere.  In  makii^g  this  communication 
to  you,  sir,  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  distinctly  and 
unequivocally  to  atate  that  I  adopt- no  party  views; 
that  I  have  not  changed  any  of  my  political  opinions ; 
that  I  neither  seek  nor  desire  the  patronage  nor  coun« 
tenance  of  any  Government  nor  of  any  party ;  and  that, 
in  addition  to  (9ie  motives  already  expressed,  I  am  influ- 
enced by  a  just  resentment  of  the  perfidy  and  dishonor 
of  those  who  first  violated  the  conditions  upon  which  I 
received  their  confidence;  who  have  injured  me  and 
disappointed  the  expectations  of  my  friends,  and  left  me 
no  choice  but  between  a  degrading  acquiescence  in  in? 
justice,  and  a  retaliation  which  is  necessary  to  feecute 
to  me  my  own  respect. 

This  wound  will  be  felt  where  it  is  merited  ;  and  if 
Sir  James  Craig  stiil  live,  his  share  of  the  pain  will  ex- 
cite no  sympathy  among  those  who  are  at  all  in  the 
secret  of  our  connexion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, dec.  ' 

J,  HENRY. 

To  Hon.  JiJiis  MoKnoi, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^. 


No.  1. 
Mr.  Ryland,  Secretary  to  Sir  James  Craig,  late  Gov. 

emor  General  of  the  British   Prorinces  in  Nortk 

America,  to  Mr.  Henry. 
AppUeatvm  to  undertake  the  Miggion  to  tkt  Vtdted 
States. 
[Most  secret  and  confidential.] 

Quisle,  January  86, 1809. 
.  Mt  DxAB  Sin:  The  extiaordxnary  aUte  of  thing*  mX 
this  time  in  the  neighboring  States  has  soggoted  to 
the  Governor-in-Chief.the  idea  of  employiiig  v«i  en  a 
secret  and  confideptial  mission  to  Boeton,  prsviigd  sn 
arrangement  can  be  madis  to  meet  the  impoftiat  ead 
in  view,  without  throwing  an  absolate  obstade  ia  the 
way  of  your  professional  pursuits.  Tl|<e  inibnistea 
and  political'  observations  heretofore  reoeivvd  fnm.  joa 
Were  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  to  .Oie  Seoeisiy 
of  State,  who  has  expressed  his  paxticolAr  approbatioa 
of  them  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  your  able  execa- 
tion  of  such  a  mission  as  I  have  sugg^ated,  wouM  give 
you  a  claim,  not  only  on  the  Goyemor  Geneial,  bat 
on  His  Majesty's  Miniftera,  wMdi  might  evcBBuOf 
contribute  to  your  advantage.  You  will  have  the  gssd- 
ness,  therefore,  to  ac^aini  me,  for  hie  ExoeHcacy*i 
-information,  whether  yoc^  could  make  it  oonvenieai  Is 
engage  in  a  mission  of  this  nature,  and  what  peeani- 
'ary  assistance  would  be  requisite  to  enable  yea  to 
undertake  it»  without  injury  to  youraeU^ 

At  present,  it  is  only  necessaiy  for  me  to  add.  ibt 
the  Governor  would  'furnish  yon  with  a  cifiher  Isrcv- 
lyiog  on  your  correspondence ;  and  that,  in  eass  the 
leading  party  in  ahy  of  the  States  wiaked  to  opca  a 
communication  with  this  Governmeuty  their  viewsi^gk 
be  communicated  through  you. 

I  am,  with  great  trut^  and  ^gard,  ^y  dear  sir,  yov 
most  faithful,  humble  aervant, 

HERMAN  W.  RYLJLSh. 

JoBM  QiKax,  Esq.   . 

No. «. 
General  Instructions  fit>m  Sir  J.  H.  Craig  to  Mr.  Hsmy, 

respecting  his  Secret  Miaeioo. 

Hie  Excellency  the  Gwemor^n-Ckief*/ hatntetkma 

to  Mr.  Henry,  of  February,  IM. 

[Most  secret  and  confidentiaL] 

Quxaxc,  February  6»  180). 

Sib  :  As  yqu  have  so  readily  undertaken  thie  werryat 
which  I  hav^  suggested  to  you,  ha  .being  likely  to  be 
attended  with  much  benefit  to  the  public  interests,  I 
am  to  request,  that,  with  your  earliest  convenience,  yea 
will  proceed  to  Boston. 

t*he  principal  object  t^at  I  recommend  to  your  sdm- 
tion,  is,  the  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  ioivr- 
mation  of  the  true. state  of  affairs  in  that  part  of  the 
Union,  which,  from  its  wealth,  the  number  of  its  iahab- 
itants,  ahd  the  kAown  intelligence  anfl  ability  of  sevcnl 
of  its  leading  men,  must  naturally  posoeas  a  veiy  coa- 
siderable  inflnenee  over,  and  vriU  indeed  probably  lead 
^e, other  Eastern  States  of  America  in  the  part  thtf 
they  may  take  at  this  important  crisia.  • 
■  I  shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  yon  the  mads  bf 
which  you  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  this  impertsai 
information ;  your  owo  judgment,  and  the  oonncxisos 
which  you  may  have  in  the  town,*  must  be  your  gaide. 
I  think  it,  however,  necessary  to  pot  yon  on  your  guard 
against  the*  sanguineneaa  ^f  an  ttpiring  party.  The 
Federalietiy  m  X  nnderitand,  have  at  all  times  diaeov- 
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ered  a  latftiing  to  ihu  disposition ;  and  their  being  luider ' 
its  particular  influence,  at  (his  moment,  is  the  'more  to 
he  expected,  from  their  having  no  ill-founded  ground 
for  their  hopes  of  being  nearer  the  attainment  &[  their 
object  than  they  have  been  for  some  ye^rs  past. 

In  the  general  terms  which  I  have  made  use  of  in 
describing  the  object  whioh  I  recommend  to  youratten* 
tion,  it  is  scarcely  necAseary  that  I  should  observe,  I 
include  the  state  of  the  public  opinion,  both  with  regard 
to  their  internal  politics,  and  to  the  probability  of  a  war 
with  England ;  the  comparative  strength  of.  the  two 
great  parties  into  which  the  country  is  divided,  and. the 
views  and  designs  of  that  which  may  ultimately  prevail. 

It  has  beei^  supposed,  that,  if  the  Foderaliats  of  the 
Eastern  States  ahoqld'1>e  successful  in  obtaining  that 
decided  influence,  which  may  enable  them  to* direct  tl^e 
public  opinion,  it  is  not  improbable,  thai,  rather  than 
submit  to  a  continuance  of  the  difficulties  and  distress 
to  which  they  are  now  subject,  they  will  exert  that 
influence  to  bring  about  a  separatipn  -from  the  geirecal 
Union.  Tho  earliest  information  on  this  subjec^may 
be  of  great  consequence  to  our  Government,  as  it  may 
also  be,  that  it  should  bo  informed  how  &r,  in  such  an 
event,' they  would  look,  up  to  England  for  assistance, 
or  be  disposed  to  enti?r  into  a  connexion  with  Us., 

Although  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  ttoit  yoR 
should  in  any  manner  appear  as  an  avowed  agent,  yet, 
if  you  could  contrive  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with  tfny 
of  the  leadiqg  party,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  you 
should  insinuates,  (though  with  great  oaution,)  that,  if 
they  should  wish  to  enter  hito  any  communication  wit|[ 
our  Government,  through  mc,  you  are  authorized  to 
receive  any  such,  and  will  safely  transmit  it  to  me. 
And  as  it  may  not  be  impossible  that  they  should  require 
some  document,  by  which' they  m&y  be  assured  that 
you.  are  really  ia  the  situation  in  which,  you  represent 
yourself  I  enclose  a  credential  to'  be  produced  in  that 
view.  But,  I  most  particularly  enjoin  and  direst  thfitt 
you  do  not  malCe  any  use  of  tlus  paper,  unless  a  desire 
td  that  purpose  should  be  expressed,  and  Sinless  ydu 
see  good  ground  for  expecting  that  the  doinsf'so  may 
lead  to  a  more  confidential  communication  than  you 
can  otherwise  look  for» 

In  passing  through  the  ^ie  of  Vermont,  jon  will 
Qf  course  exert  your  endeavors  to  procure  all  the  infbV 
mation  that  the  short  stay  you  will  probably  mal^e 
there  will  admit  of.  You  will  use  your  own  discretion 
aa'  to  delaying  your  journey  with  this  view,  more  or 
less,  in  proportion  to  your  prospeets  of  obtaining  any 
informaaon  of  consequepc^. 

I  request  to  hear  from  yop  as  frequently  as  possible, 
and  as  letters  directed  to'  me  might  excite  suspicion,  it 
may  be  as  well  that  you  put  them  under  cover  to  Mr. 

,  and  as  even  the  addressing  letters  always  to  the 

sfljlie  person  might  attract  notice,  I  recommend  your 
•ometimes  addressidg  your  packet  to  the  Chief  Justice 
here,  or  oocastonally.  though  seldom,  to  Mr.  Ryland, 
but  never  withrthe  addition  of  his  official  description. 
I  am,  sir,'  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Jodx  Hkkrt,  Esq.  .  X.  H.  CRAIG 

Copy  of  the  ^  eredentiaT*  given  hy  Sir  James  Craig 
to  Mr,  Henry* 
the  bearer, .  Mr,  John  Henry,  is  employed  hy  me, 
and  fuU  confidence,  may  be  placed  in  him  for  any  com^ 
munication  w)iich  any  person  may  wish  to  make  to  me 
in  the  business  committed  to  him.  In  faith  of  which 
I  have  given  hinr  this  under  my  hand  and  s6al  at  Que- 
bec, the  6th  day  of  February,  18U09. 


[^ptes  oT,  the  letters  from  Mr.  Hbnry  to  Sir  James 
Cl^ig,  relative  to  his  mission  to  the  United  Stated,  in 
the  yea^  1809.] 

:  No.  1. 

Anewer  loathe  Utter  of  Mr*  Secretary  Ryland,  prqpoe- 
ihg  the  mission,  4re* 

MdNTRKAi.,  Jan.  31, 1809. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknovf ledge  the  favor  of  your  letter 
of  the  26th  instant,  written  by  the  desii^e  of  lus  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor-in-ChtefK  and  hasten  tor  express, 
through  you,  to  his, Excellency,  my  readiness  to  com* 
ply  with  his  wishes; 

I  need  not  add  how  very  flattering  it  Is  to  receive 
from  His  Excellency  the  Assurance  of  the  approbation 
of  His  Majesty'^s'  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  very  hum- 
ble serviices  that  I  may  have  rendered. 

If  the^  nature  of  the  service  in  which  I  tm  to  be  en- 
gaged >0vill  require  no  ,other  disbursements  than  for  my 
individual  expenses,  I  do  not  apprehcyid  that  these  can 
exceed  my'  private  resources. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  taka  my  departure  before  my  in- 
structions can  be  made  out* 

{  have  the  honor  te  be  your  most  pbedient  servant, 

J.  H. . 

H.  W.  RTi.AVD,,Esq.,  Secretary,  4-c. 

No.»* 

To  His  Bxeeilency  the  Governor  General,  4«*f  in  an* 
swer  to  ms  letter  of  ingtructions,  ^. 

MoiTTRXAL,  Feb,  10,  1809. 
ptR :  I  have  the  honor^to  ackiMiwledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  letter  6f  instructions,  the  letter  of 
credence,  and  the  cipher  for  carrying  On  my  corr^ 
spondence.     I  have  bestowed  much  paihs  upon  the 
cipher,  and  am^  notwithstanding  this,  deficient  in  Aome 
points  which  might  enable  me  to  understand  it  clearly. 
I  have  compered  the  .example  with  my  own  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  cipher,  and  find  a  difierence  ip  the  re- 
sults ;  and  as  the  present  moment  seems  favorable  to 
the  intetference  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  the 
measure^  pursued  by 'the  Federal  party  in  the  North- 
ern States,  and  more  especially  as  the  Aiwembly  of  Mae- 
^chusetCs  is  now  in.  session,  I  think  it  better  to  set 
forward  immediately,  than  wait  for  any  further  ez^ar 
nation  of  the  means  of  carr][ing  on  a  eecret  Qorzespond- 
ence,  which  the  frequency  of  safe  private  conveyancee 
to  Csnada  will  render  almost  wholly  unnecessAry. 
Should  it,  however,  be  necessary  at  any  time,  I  take 
leave  to  suggest  thlit  the  index  alone  furnishes  a  very 
safe  and  simple  mode.    In  it  there  is  aNfiumber  tot 
every  letter  in  the  alphabet,  and  particular  number* 
for  particular  phrases ;  so  that  when  I  do  not  find  in  the 
index  the  particular  word  I  wantt  I  can  spell  it  with 
the  figures  which  »tand  opposite  to  the  letters.    For 
exi^mplc,  if  I  want'tb  sajr  that "  troops  are  at  Albanyi" 
I  find  tinder  the  leCter  T,  that  No.  1 6  stands  for  "troops," 
and  number  125  for  "Albany ;  the  intervening  words 
«  are  at'*  I  supply  jby  figures  corresponding  with  the 
letters  in  these  words.  , 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  against  accident  \[y 

addressing  the  letters  to  Mr. ,  of  Montreal,  with  a 

small  mark  on  the  cdrner  of  the  envelope,  which  he 
will  understand.  When  he  receives  it  he  will  then 
address  the  enclosure  to  your  Excellency,  and  send  it 
from  Montreal  by  mail.  I  will  be  careful  not  to  addresa 
your  Excellency  in  the  bo^y  of  the  letter,  nor  sign  my 
name  to  any  of  them.  They  will  be  merely  designated 
by  the  initials  A.  B. 
1     If  this  mode  should,  ill  any  respect,  appear  ezce^ 
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iionable,  your  Excellency  will  htye  the  goodoeas  to 
•order  a  more  particular  explanation  of  the  card.    It 

^Would  reach  me  in  safety  enclosed  to •  Boaton.    * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your 
£zcellency's  most  obedienit  servant,  dbc.     •  ^   J.  H. 

No.  3. 
BuRLiHOTOK,  (VU,)  Feb.  14, 180». 

BiK :  I  have  remained  here  two  days  in  oider  folly 
to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  arrangements  hereto- 
fore made  for  organizing  an  efficient  opposition  to  the 
General  Government,  as^well  as  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  opinions  of  the  leading  people  relative  to  the 
measures  ot  that  party  which  has  the  ascendant  in  the 
National  Councils. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embargo  laws  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  opmion :  namely,  that  they  are  unnecessary, 
oppressive,  ^d  unconstitutional.  It  must  also  be  ob- 
served, that  the  execution  of  them  is^  invidiouaas  to 
attract  toward  the  officers  of  Government  the  enmity 
of  the  people,  which  is  of  course  transferable  to  the 
Government  itself;  so  that,  in' case  the  Stote  of  Massa- 
diusetts  should  take  any  bold  stop  toward  resisting  the 
exocution  of  these  laws,  it  is  highly  probable  that  it 
may  calculate  upon  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont. 

I  learn  that  the  Governor  of  thik  State  is  now  visit- 
ing the  towns  in  the  northern  section  of  it,  and  makes 
DO  secret  of  his  determination,  as  Gommander-iu-Chief 
pf  the  militia,  to  refuse  obedience  to  any  command 
from  the  General  Government  which  ^n  tcndjto  inter- 
rupt the  good  understanding  that  prevails  between  the 
citizens  of  Vermont  and  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  pan- 
ada. It  is  further  intimated  that,,  in  case  of  a  War,  he 
will  use  his  influence  to  preserve  this  State  neutral,  aiid 
resist,  with  all  the  force  h^  can  command,  any  attempt 
to  make  it  a  party.  I  need  not  add  that,  if  these  reso- 
lutions are  carried  into  effect,  the  State  of  Vermont 
may  be  considered  as  an  ally  of  Great  Britain. 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  which  prevail  ia  this 
quarter  exist  in  the  neighboring  States,  or  even  in  the 
eastern  section  of  this  State,  I  am  not  able  to  conjec- 
ture. I  only  say  with  certainty,  Uiat  thye  leading  meit 
of  the  Federal  party  act  in  concert ;  and  therefore  in- 
fer that  a^  common  sentiment  pervades  the  whole  body 
throughout  New  England. 

I  ha^e  seen  a  letter  fiom  a  gentleman  now  in  Wash- 
ington to  his  corl'espondent  in  this  place ;  and,  as  iU 
contents  may  serve ,  to  throw  some  light  oh  passing 
evento  (here,  I  shall  send  either  the  original,  or  a  copy, 
with  this  deripateh.  The  writer  of  the  letter  is  a  man 
of  character  and  veracity ;  and^,  whether  competent  or 
not  to  form  correct  opinions  himself,  is  probably  within 
the  reach  of  all  t\^  knowledge  that  can  be  obtained  by 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 

It  appears  by  hb  statement  that  there  is  a  very  form- 
idable majority  in  Congress  pn  the  side  of  the  Admin^ 
istration  ;  notwithstanding  which,  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  hope,  that  the  Northern  Stetes,  in  their  distinct 
capacity,  will  unite,  and  resist,  by  force,  a  war  with 
Great  Britain.  In  what  mode  this  resistance  will  first 
•how  itself  is  probably  not  yet  determined  upon  ;  and 
may,  in  some  measure,  depend  upon  the  reliance  that 
the  leading  men  may  place  upon  assurances  of  support 
from  His  Majesty's  reptesentetive  in  Canada ;  and  as 
I  shall  h4  on  the  spot  to  tender  this  whenever  the  mo- 
ment arrives  that  it  can  be  done  with  effect,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  all  their  measures  may  be  made  suborditiate 
to  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Government  Great 
pains  are  taken  by  the  ipen  of  talents  and  intelligence 


to  confirm  the  fean  of  the  common  people,  as  te  the 
concurrence  of  the  Southern  DemocraU  in  the  pro- 
jeeU  of  France ;  and  everything  tends  to  encourage 
the  belief,  that  the  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy  will 
^accelerated  by  the  spirit  which  now  actuates  both 
political  parties.    I  am,  dec  A.  B. 

No.  4. 
Wiirnao*,  (Vt^)  Prh.  !«,  I80k 
-    8»  :    My  last  (No.-  3)  was  written  mt  BmSagtoB, 
the  principal  tpwirin  the  northern  part  of  the  Sksle  of 
Vermont    I  am'now  at  the  principal   Iovb  in  tfae 
eastern  seetton*. 

'  The  fallacy  of  men's  opinions,  when  they  ad  andet 
the  in^uence  of  sensibility,  and  ar^strong:Iy  exdtdkj 
those  hopes  whic)i  always '  animate  a  rising  party,  led 
ne  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  optniims  wtudi  I 
received  in  the  northern  section  of  this  State;  whicfa 
from  itk  contiguity'  to  Canada  and  neceesaiy  mt0* 
course  with  Montreal,  has  a  stronger  inCeiest  in  prs- 
moting  a  good  understanding  witk  Hie  Majesty^s  Gov- 
ernment. Thereforev  siifte  my  departore  fram  Ba^ 
lington,  I  have -sought  every^  favorable  oecaabin  «f  cod- 
versing  with  the  Democrats*  on  the  probable  icsaJt  of 
the  policy  adopted  by  the  General  GoTernment  Tbf 
difierence  of  opinion  is  \hus.  expressed.  The  TedetsI 
party  declare  that,  in  the  event  of  a. .war,  the  Sistesf 
Vermont  will  treat  separately  for  itself  with  Great  Biit- 
ain ;  and  support  to  the  utmost  the  stipulations  into 
which  it  may  eliter,  without  any  resaid  to  the  poGcr 
of  the  G^pneral  Government!  The  Democrats^  oo  tie 
other  hand,  assert,  that  in  audi  a  case  as  that  oodicb- 
plated>  the  people  would  be  nearly  divided  into  e^ 
numbers ;  one  of  which  would  support  the  Gsvbb- 
ment,  if  ft  ceuld  be  done  without  inTolTiog  the  peopk 
in  a  civil  war,  but,  at  all  evento.  would  risk  ewetyttiai 
in  preference  to  a  coalition  with  Great  Britun.  Thif 
difference  of  opinion  is  not  t(^  be  whollj  aacrihed  to  ihe 
prejudices  of  party.  The  people  iirthe  eastern  seetkn 
of  Vermont  are  not  operated  upon  by  the  ssme  hopei 
and  fears  as  those  on  the  borders  of  the  Britiah  cohny. 
They  are  not  dependent  on  Montreal  for  the  asJe  of 
their  produce  nor  the  supply  of- foreign  eonuBodEtws. 
'they  are  not  apprehensive  of  any  serioas  isngen  or 
inconvenience  fh>m  a  stote  of  war;  and  althoogh  tbey 
admit  that  the'Govemor,  Council,  and  tkree^Mnths  of 
the  representation  in  Congress  are  of  the  Federal  party, 
yet  they  do  not  believe  that  the  Stote  woald  stand  akoe 
and  resist  the  National  Government.  Thej  do  not, 
however,  deny  that,  should -the  Stote  of  Yemont  con- 
tinue to  be  represented  as  ni  is  at  present,  it  would  in 
all  probability  unite  With  the  neighboring  States  in  any 
serious  plan  of  resistance  to  n  Warwliidh  it  might  sees 
expedient  to  adopt.  This,  I  think,  is.the  safer  opinioa 
for  you  to  rely  on ;  if,  indeed,  reliance  ought  to  be 
placed  on  any  measure  def^ending  apon  the  will  sf  the 
rabble,  whieh  is  ever  changingr  and  must  ever  be 
marked  with  ignorance,  caprice»'and  inco^uistencT. 
As  the  crisis  approaches,  thedifi^cul^  of  deciding  upon 
a  hazardous  alternative  will  increase ;  and,  nnfiBrto- 
nately,  there  ik  not  in  Vermont  any  man  of  command- 
ing talents  capable  of  attracting  general  confidence,  tf 
infusing  iqto  the  people  hia  own  spirit;  and,  amidir 
the  confusion  of  conflicting  opinions,  dangera,  and  oaa- 
^otion,  competent  to  lead  in  the  path  of  duty-  or  mk- 
ty.  The  Governor  is  an  industrious,  pmdent  man,  and 
has  more  personal  influence  than  any  other ;  bat  his 
abilities  are  not  suited  to  the  situation  ia  which  a  civil 
war  Would  place  him.    I  am,  dtc  .    A.  B. 
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ISo.  6. 
.  Ax»mth(N.  H.»)  Feb.  83,  1809. 

8ik:  a  geadmiaii  going  diraet  to  Gsnada  aflbrds  a 
wKSb  and  fainwabie  pppoitiinity  of  ginng  yOli  soaie  far- 
ther aeoouBt  of  ay  progroM^ 

I  will  not  make  nio  of  tiie  pott  oAeeo  when  I  dn 
•void  it,  becaaae  private  oeca'fionf  aapenede  the  ne- 
ceaaHy  of  writing  in  dpher ;  and  the  contempt  of  de- 
cency an^  principlea,  whi^  Ibnna  part  of  the  morale, 
of  the  aubaibem  offioera  oYa  democracy,  would  incline 
them  to  break  a  seal  with  the<eame  indiHereiice  that 
they  break  their  worda,-wken  either  corioaity  or  Infer- 
eat  ia  to  be  indulged.       .     * 

1  have  not  had  anfficieiit  time  nor  evidence  to  enable 
me  to  form  any  opinion,  for  myaelf,  of  the  lengthi  to 
wlHch  the  Federal  party  will  carry  their  oppoaition  fo 
the  National  .Government  in  the  event  of  a  war;  mocfa 
may  beinforred/from  the  reanlt  of  the- election  of  6ov- 
ernora  wbidr,  withi&.two  montha,  wiU  be  made  in  the 
Stalea  of  Maaaachqsetta,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode 
laland.  From  all  I  know,  and  all  I  «an  learn  of  the 
Genend  Government,  I  am  not  apprel\enaivo  of  an  im- 
mediate-war.  Theemttrga  ia  the  fovorite  maaanre; 
and  it  ia  prol>aUe  that*oth^  means  will  be  employed  to 
excite  Engiattd  to  commit  some  act  of  hostility,  for  the 
aole  purpose  of  'placing  the  ^esponaibiliiy  of  war  on 
that  coantry.  This  I  most  particolarly  reoommand  to 
the  qpnsideration  of  Ministers.  The  dread  of  opposi- 
tion, and  of  the  loss  of  popularity,  will  certainly  keep 
the  ruling  party  at  Washington  inactive.  They  will 
risk  anything  but  the  losa  of  power ;  and  thev  are  well 
aware,  that  their  power  wquld  pass  away  with  the  first 
calamity  which  their  measures  might  bring  uponjhe 
oommon  people,  from  whom  that  power  emanates,  un- 
less, indeed,  ihey  could  find  a  sufficient  excuse  in  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain.  This  impression  cannot  be 
too  deeply  felt  by  His  Majesty's  Miniaters;  nor  too^ 
widely  spread  throughout  the  Britiah  nation.  '  It  will ' 
fumirii  a  sure  guide  in  every  policy  that  may  be  adopts 
ed  toward  the  United  Slates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  5sc.  A.  B. 

No.«l    ^  .     ^     '. 
'  ■  ,  BosTov,  Mtareh  5, 1809. 

Sir  :  I  am  favored  with  another  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  you  by  a  private  conveyance;  and  think  it  prob- 
able, at  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of  these  will 
render  it  unnecessary  to  write  to  you  in  cipher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  necessary  that  I  should  dis- 
cover to  any  person  the  nurpose  of  my  viait  to  Boston ; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  I  shall  be  coinpelled,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining  more  knowledge  of  the  arrangements  of  the 
Federal  party  in  these  States,  to  avow  myself  as  a  reg- 
ular authorized  ^gent  of  the  Britikh  Government,  even 
to  those  individbus  who  would  feel  equally  bound  with 
myself  to  preserve,  with  the  utmost  inscrutability,  so 
important  a  secret  from  the  public  eye.  I  have  suffi- 
cient means  of  informMion  to  enable  ma  to  Judge  of 
the  proper  period  for  ofifering  the  co-operation  of  Great 
Britain,  and  opening  a'  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  iQeneral  of  British  America,  and  those  indi- 
viduals who,  from  the  part  they  take  in  the  opposition 
to  the  National  Govefnment,  or  the  influence  they  may 
possess  in  any  new  order  oC  things  that  may  grow  out 
of  the  present  differences,  should  be  qualified  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  Northern  Statea.  An  apprehension  of 
any  such  state  of' things  as  is  pre-snpposed  by  these 
remarks,  begins  to  subside,  since  it  has  appeared,  by  the 
conduct  of  Sie  General  Govamment,  that  it  is  seriously 


alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  Northern 
States.  But,  although  it  ia  boUeved  that  there  is  no 
probability  of  an  immediaite  war,  yet  no  doubts  are  an- 
tertained  that  Mr.  Madison  will  fall  upon  aome  new 
expedients  \o  bring  about  hostilities.  What  those  may 
be,  can  only  be^deduced  from  what  appean  to  be  prao- 
ticable*  A  non-iniercfiurse  with  England  and  France 
will  probably  supersede  the  embargo;  which,  by  open- 
ing with  the  rest  of  Europe  a  partial,  legitimate  com- 
meroe,  and  ofiering  strong  temptations  to  that  which 
is  illegal,  will  expose  the  vessels  to  capture*  detention, 
and  embarrassment;  will  Justify  the  present  policy, 
and  produce  f  uch  a  degree  of  Irritation  and  resentment 
as  wUl  enable  tlie  Government  of  this  country  to  throw 
the  whole  blame'and  responsibility  .of  war  from  its  own 
shoulders  upon  those  of  the  Bsitish  Ministry.  If,  in 
this,  the  party  attached  to  France  sliould  calculate  with 
correctness,  apd  the  commerce  of  New  England  should 
greatly  suffer,  the  merchants,  beii/g  injured  and  dis- 
couraged, would  not  only  acquiesce  in  the  restrictive 
sYStem,  but  even  submit  to  war.  On  the  other  hand« 
should  ihe.  small  traffic^  permitted  bv  a  nonointercourse 
law,  be  lucrative  and  uninterrupted,  the  people  would 
be  clamorous  for  more^  and  soon  compfsl  the  Govern* 
ment  to  restore  the  friendly  reUtions  between  the  4wo 
countries. 

While  I  otter  myopiniqH  upon  thi^  subject,  I  cannot 
but  exp^ete  a  strong  nope  that,  if  any  terms  should  be 
proposed  by  either  Government,  to  which  the  other 
might  think  [Proper  to  accede,  that  a  pr^pal  motive 
to  thq  adjustment  of  differences  should  be  understood 
to  ariao  from  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  Eastern 
SUtes,  particularly  of  the  State  of  MasaachusetU.  This, 
aa  it  would  increaae  the  popularity  of  the  friends  ojf 
Great  Britain,  could  not  fail  to  promote  her  interests. 
If  it  could  not  be  done' formally  and  officiaHly,  nor  in  a 
corr^pondehc^  betwean  Ministers,  ajtili,  perhaps,  the 
administration  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  mlgfa^ 
take  that  ground,  and  the  sugj^estioi^  would  find, its 
wi^  into  the  papers  both  in  ISngland  and  America. 

It  cannot  be  tqo  frequently  repeated,  that  this  ooiin. 
{ry  c^  only  be  governed  find  directed  by  the  influence 
of  opinion,  as  there  is  nothiiig.  permanent  in  ita  politi- 
<Sal  institutions ;  nor  aro  the  popvlace,  under  any  dr- 
cumstabces,  to  b)D  relied  on,  when  measures  become 
inconvenient  and  burdenaome.  I  will  soon  write  again, 
and  am  youra,  dfcc.  .  *  A.  B. 

(In  cipher.*)  No.  7. 

'     .  \  Boston,  March  7,  1809. 

Stn:  I  have  now  ascertained,  with  at  much  accu- 
racy as  possible^  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  by 
the  party  in  Massachusetts  that  is  opposed  to  the  meaa- 
ures  and  politics  of  the  Administration  of  the  General 
Government. 

■  Ilkave  already  given  a  decide  opinion 'that 'a  declar- 
ation, of  war  is  hot  to  be  expected ;  but,  contrary  to  all 
reasonable  calculation,  should  the  Congresa  possess 
spirit  and  independence  enougli  to  place  their  popu- 
larity in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a  measure,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  will  give  the  tone  to  the  neigh- 
boring States,  will  declare  itself  permanent  until  a  new 
election  of  members,* in iite  a  jCongress,  to  be  compoeed 
of  delegates  firom  th(  Federal  States,  and  erect  a  sepa- 
rate Government  for  their  common  defence  and  conf- 
mon  interest.  This  Congress  would  probably  bagin  by 
abrogating  the  oflenaive  laws,  and  adopting  a  plan  fbr 
the  maintenance  of  the  power  and  authority  thus  as- 
sumed. '  They  wodl4,  by  such  an  act,  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  or  receive  proposals  fi*om  Great  Britain ; 
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•nd  I  should  seize  'the  first  moment  to  open  a  corre- 
spondence with  yoar  ExcelieAcy.  Scarcely  any  other 
aid  would  be  necessary,  and  perhaps  none  required, 
than  a  few  vessels  df  war  from  Che  Halifax  station,  to 
protect  the  maritime  towns  from  the  liitle  Navy  which 
k  at  the  disposal  of  the  NationaUGoTemtaent.  W'^'^ 
permanent  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and'this 
section  of  the  Republic  would  prow  out  of  a  civil  com- 
motio^,  such  as  might  be  expected,  no  person  is  pre- 
pared to  describe;, but  it  seeiQs  that  a  stdct  alliance 
must  resuH  of  necessity.  At  present  the*^  opposition 
party  confine  their  calculations  merely  to  resistance  ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  that,  at  this  moment,  they  do  not 
freely  entertain  tiie  project  of  withdratring  the  Eastern 
States  from  the  Unidn,  finding  it  a  very  unpopular 
topic;  although  a  cocrrsc  of  events,  such  as  I  havo  air 
ready  mentioned,  ^ould  inevitably  produce  an  incura- 
V  ble  alienation  ojf  the  New  EUigland  from  the  Southern 
Sutes. 

The  truth  is,  the  common  people  have  so  long  re- 
garded fhe  Constitution'  of  the  United  State?  with  com- 
placency, that  they  are  now  onry  disposed  in  this  quar- 
ter to  treat  it  IHte  a  truant  mistress,  whom  they  would, 
for  a  time,  put  away  on  a  separate  maintenance,  but, 
withtout  fiirther  and  greater  provocation,  would  not  ab- 
solutely repudia^. 

It  will  soon  be  known  in^what  situation  pubKc  afiairs 
are  to  remain  until  tha  meeting  of  the  New  Congress 
in  May,  at  which  time,  also,  this  Legislajture  vrill  again 
assembfe.  The  two  months  that  intervene  will  be  a  pe- 
riod of  muclr  anxiety. 

In  all  I  have  written  I  have  baen  du^ful  not  io  make 
any  impression  analogous  to  the  enthustastic  confidence 
entertained  by  the  oppositibn,  nor  to  the  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations that  animate  the  friends  of  aii  alliance  be- 
tween the  Northern  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  abstracted  myself  fttivti  all  the  sym{>athies 
these  are  calculated  tp  inspire ;  because,  notwithstand- 
ing that  I  feel  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  intention  of  ihe  leading  characters  in  this  political 
drami^  I  cannot  ibrgetthat  they  derive  their  power 
firom  a  giddy^  inconstant  mnltltilkde ;  who,  unless  in 
the  insUnce  unde^  consideration  they  form  an  excep- 
tion to  all  general  rules  and  experience,  wiH  act  incon- 
sistently and  absurdly.    I  am  yours,  dec.  - 

A.  B. 

No.jfiL  '     ^      ' 

BosToir,  Mtirch  9,  1809. 

Sim :  In  my  letter  No«  5, 1  took  the  liberty  to  express 
my  opinion  of  the  probable  efiectof  the  non-intercoune 
law,  intended  to  be'enacted ;  and  of  the  mode  by  which 
Groat  Britain  may  deleat  the  real  intention  of  the 
American  Government  ii^  passing  it.  But  as  this  sort 
-of  impunity  reconnnended.  might*  in  its  application  to 
sivery  species  of  c<}mmerce  that  would  be. carried  on, 
be  deemed  by  Great  Britaiii  a  greater  evil  than  war 
itself,  a  middle  course  might  easily  be  adopted,  which 
would  deprive  France  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  an 
intercourse  with  America,  without,  in  any  great  de- 
groe,  irrit^ting^  the  maritime  State^. 

The  high  price  of  all  American  produce  in  France 
furnisbes  a  temptation  which  mercantile  avarioe  'Will 
be,  unable  to  resist  The  consequence  is  obvious..  But 
if,  instead  of  condemning  the  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
may  be  arrested  m  pursuing  this  prohibited  commerce, 
they  should  be  compelled  to' go  into  a  British  port,  and 
there  permitted  to  sell  theifr,  I  Ihiifk  the  friends  of 
England  in  these^ States  would  not  utter  a  complaint. 
Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  if,  in  the  prosecution  o/  a 


lawful  voyagiQ,  the  British  cruiseTV  sboald  treat  the 
AmericaB  ships  in  this  manner,  tbdr  ownen  would,  ii 
the  present  state  of  tha  European  macfcetA.  think  then* 
selves  Tory  fortunate,  as  it  w«ald  aave  them  the  trou- 
ble and  expense  of  landing,  thara  in  a  Bcetral  pert,  sad 
from  thence  reahippiog  them  to  Eogrlmnd,  ttow  the  beit 
market  ia  Europe  fSs  the  piodaoe  of  tlna  ooaativ. 
Tha  Government  of  the  United  Statea  wboM  probably 
^complain,  and  Qoifapartc  become'  petcniptoy;  bet 
«ven  that  would  only  tend  to  render  tha  epf'tom  m 
the  Nonhern  States,  more  reaelute«  and  aeosiente  the 
dissolution  of  the'eonfederacy.     The  ^nmwiij  and 
justice  of  Groat  Britain  woii^ld  be  extolled;  sai  the 
commercial  States  exult  in  the  evoceea  of  iaftiibab 
over  a  Government  inimical  to^coauneroe^  andtavhose 
measures  they  can  no  longer  pobnut  with  pateataD- 
quiescence.    The  elections  are  begun ;  and  I  pesaac 
no  vigilance  or  industry  wiii  be  remitted  to  iotire  the 
success  of  the  Federal  party.    I  am,  dkc 

A.  B. 
^,  S.  Intelligence  has  readied  Boetoo  that  a  aea- 
itttrrooursa  law  has  actoaily  paaeed,  and  that  Maita- 
iqpe  has  surrendered  to  BrUish  fixoea. 

No.  9.  • 

*  BosToir,  Uarck  \Z,  1809. 

Sib  :  Tou  will  perceive,  from  the  aoooants  that  w£ 
reaclTyou  in  the  public  papers,  both  from  Washicstoa 
and  Massachusetts,  that  the  FederAlista  of  Uk  N«tb- 
era  Sti^tes  have  succeeded  in  making  the  Congiett  be- 
Geve  that,  with  such  an  opposition  as  thej  would  anb 
to  thp  General  Government,  a  war  ngtiiiat  be  coafiDol  is 
their  own  territory,  and  might  be  even  too  modiisr 
that  Government  to'sustain.  The  consequence  is,  &ai, 
after  an  the  parade  and  menaces  with  which  the  •e*- 
sion  com'menc<$d,  it  has  been  sufiered  to  end  viibistf 
carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  plans  of  the  Adoiim- 
trotion,  .except  the  interdiction  of  oonunerdal  inter- 
course with  England  and  France,  an  event  thatvu 
anticipated  ip  my  former  letters. 

Under  what  new  ciroumstances  the  Coagresi  ifU 
meet  in  May,  will  depend  on  the  State  eleddom  aau 
the  changes  that  .majf  in  the  m^an  time  take  pbee  in 
Europe.  With  ^gard  to  Gr^  Britain,  ahe'caa  scarce- 
ly mistake  her  triie  policy  in  rtifation  to  Kmerin.  If 
peace  be  the  first  object,  every  act  which  cu  iniute 
the  maritime  States  ought  to  be  avoided,  beeaase  the 
provailing  disposition  of  these  will  generally  be  loffi- 
cient  Xif^  keep  Uie  Governlnent  fr^m  hazarding  aa^  hos- 
tile measures.  If  a  war  between  America  and  Fzanse 
be  the  'grand  desideratum,  something  more  muit  be 
done:  an  indulgent  and  Cqneiliatory  policy  most  be 
adopted,  which  will  leave  the  DemocraU  without  a  pR> 
text  for  hostilities ;  and. Bonaparte,  whose  passioBs  are 
too  hot  for  delay,  will  probably  compel  this  Govenuaem 
to  decide  which  of  the  two  groat  belligerents  is  t»  be 
lU  enem^.  To  brhig  about  a  separation  of  the  Stales, 
under  distinct  and  independent  Governments,  is  an 
affair  of  more  uncertainty,  and,  however  desirable,  caa- 
not  be  effected  but  by  a  series  of  acts  and  a  long  ooe- 
tinued  policy  tending  to  iiriUte  the  Southern  and  ooa- 
ciliate  the  Northern  people.  The  former  are  agrin^ 
tural,  die  latter  a  oomlnercial  people.  The  modeff 
cherishing  and  depressing  either  is  too  ohviov  s 
require  illustration.  Thicr,  I  am  aware,  is  an  obfs^if 
much  interest  in  Great  Britain,  as  it  would  iorvns  se- 
cure the  integrity  ^of  His  Majesty's  poasessiona  on  tha 
Gdntinent,  and ,  make  the  two  Governments,  or  what> 
ever  number  ^e  present  confederaay  might  Ibrm  iaia, 
as  usefril  and  as  mudi  subject  to  the  influence  of  Grest 
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BriUtn  M  ber  Colonies  can  be  rendered.  Bui  it  it  an 
object  only  to  be  attained  by  alow  and  eirenmapect 
progrenion,  and  reqtiirea,  for  its  eonsnmmation,  m'ore 
atl^ntion  to^  the  affaire  which  agitate  and  excite  parties 
is  this  country  than  Great  Britain  has  yet  bestowed 
npon  it.'  -     «    • 

An  unpopnlar  war,  that  is,  a  war  produced  by  the 
hatred  and  prejudices  of  One  party,  but  against  the 
consent  of  the  other  party,  can  alone  produce  a  sudden 
separation  of  any  section  of  this  country  from  the  com- 
mon hea^. 

At  all  events,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  the  pre^r^a- 
tion  of  peace  that  Crreat  Britain  should  make  any 
great  eohcession  at  the  present  moment,  more  especi- 
afly,  as  the  more  important  changes  th^t  oocur  in  Eu- 
rope might  render  it  inconyenient  for  her  to  adhere  to 
any  stipulations  in  favor  oiiheUtral  maritime  nations. 

Although  the  non-interoourse  law  affords  but  a  very 
partial  relief  to  the  people  of  this  country  from  the  evils 
of  that  entire  suspensiou  of  comnrftrce  to  which  they 
have  reluctantly  submitted  for  some  time  past,  I  lament 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  because  it  was  calculated  to 
accelerate  the  progress  of  these  States  towards  a  revo- 
lution ihat  would  have  put  all  end  to  the  only^Repub- 
fic  that  remains  to  prove  that  a  Government  founded 
on  political  equality  can'  exist  pi  a  season  of  trial  and 
dtffioulty,'or  is  calculated  to  iniure  either  security  of 
happiness  to  a  people.    I. am,  dtc 

A.-  B. 
No!  10.  '/  ' 

BosTps,  March  29, 1809. 

8in :  Siaoa  my  Utter  of  the  ISth,  nothing  has  occurs 
red  which  I  thought  worthy  of  a  oomBunicatioib 

The  last  we^ka  of  this  month  rfuid  the  first  of  Apiri!, 
wUl  be  occupied  in  the  flection  of  Gk>vemoni  and  other 
exeeuttve  officciics  in  the  New  England  Sutes. 

Th«  Federal  candidate  in  Ndw  Hampshire^is  already 
elected  by  a  majority  of  about  one'thpusand  votes.  His 
competitor  Was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  extensive  con- 
nexions, and  inofTensive  manners.  These 'account  for 
the  smalhiess  of  the  'majority. 

In  Connecticut  no  chetnge  U  ne6essaiy,  an^I  none  is 
to  be  apprehended.^ 

In  Rhode  Island  it  is  of  no  consequence  of  what 
party  the.Qovemdr  is  a^  member,  as  he  has  neither  civil 
nor  military  power,  being  merely  Preaident  of  the 
CounciL 

In  Massachusetts  it  is  oertain'tliat  the  Federal  can- 
didate will  eucceed. 

A  few  weeks  will  be  sufficient  in  order  to  determine 
the  relative  stiength  of  parties,  and  convince  Mr. 
Madison  that  a  war  with  Great  Britain  is  not  a  mea^ 
ure  upon  which  he  dare  venture.  Since  the  plan  of 
an  organized  opposition  to  the  projects  of  Mr.  Jeffei- 
aon  was  put  into  operation,  the  whole  of  the  New 
England  States  have  tcansferred  their  political  power 
to  his  political  enemies;  and  the  reason  that  be  has 
still  so  many  adherents  is,  that  those  who  consider  the 
only  true  policy  of  America  to  consis't  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  peace,  have  still  great  confidence  'that  nothing 
can  force  htm  (or  his  successor,  who  acts  up  to  his 
system,  or  rather  is  governed  by  it,)  to  consent  to  w&r. 
They  consider  all  the  menaces  and  '<  dreadful  note  of 
preparation'*  to  be  a  mere  finesse,  intended  only  to 
ubtain  concessions  from  England  on  cheap  terms. 
From  every  sort  of  evideirce,  I  cdnless  I  ^m -myself  of 
the  same  opinion, '  and  am  fblly  perauaded  tiiat  this 
iarce,  which  has  been  acting  at  Waahington,  will  ter- 
minate in  a  ftiU  proof  of  the  Iqihteiiity  and  spirillaaa 


temper  of  the  actors.  A  wAr  attempted  without  the 
•concurrence  pf  both  parties,  and  the  general  consent  of 
the  Northern  States,  which  constitute  the  bone  and 
muscle  of  the  country^  must  comtnencb  without  hope, 
and  end  in  disgrace.  It  should, '  therefore,  be  the 
peculiar  car*  of  Great  Britain  to  foster  divisions  be- 
tween the  North  and  South*  and,  by  succeediiTg  in 
this,  ahe  may  < carry  into  efiect  her  own  projects  in 
Enrope,  with  a  total  disregatd  of  the  resentments  of 
the  democrats  of  this  countfy.    I  am,  dbc.        A.  B. 

.  No.  11. 

'    BooTOir;  April  13,  1809^ 

Sib:   I  send  to  Mr.  R a  pamphlet  entitled 

<*  Suppressed  Documents."  The*  notes  and  com menta 
Were  written  by  the  gentleman  who  has  written  the 
anal3rAs  which  I  sent- by  a.  former  conveyance.'  These 
wotks  have  greatly  contribated'to  excite  tbe  foars  of 
the  men  of  tidents  and  property,  who  now  prafor  the 
chance  of  maintavain^  their  party  by  open  reaiatanoe 
and  a  final  aepaiatiota,  to  aa  alliance  with  France^nd'a 
war  with  England;  so  that,  should  the  Government 
nnexpecMly,  and  contrary  to  all  reaaonable  calcula- 
ipii,  atleinpt  to  involve  the  country  in  a  measure  'of 
that  i^atnra,  I  am  convinced  (now  that  the  electiona 
have  all  terminaied  favorably)  that  none  of  the  New 
Englaad  States  wonld  be  a  paAy  id  it  Bqt,  aa  I 
have  lepfaledly  written,  the  General  Government  doea 
not  seriously  enterUiA  atiy  such  deeirtf  or  intention. 
Had  the  majority  in  the  Nfw  %gland  States  con- 
tinued to  approve  of  the  public  maasures^  it  is  ex- 
tremely probaiile  thai  Great  Britain  <would  now  have 
to  choose  between  war  and  concession.  But  the  aa- 
peel  of  thioga  in  thia  respeist  is  ohanged,  and  a  war 
would  produce  an  incurable  ^ieniition  of  ihe  Eastern 
States,  and  bring  the  whole  country  in  anbordination 
to  the  interaats  of  England,  whoae'^navy  wonld  pra- 
scribe>aad  enforce  thb  terma  upon  which  the  commeiw 
cial  States  sbionld  ciury,  and  Ihe  agricultural  Statea 
eaport,  theit  anrplus  prodnce.  All  this  is  as  well 
known  to  the  democrats  as  to  the  other  party ;  there* 
fore*  they  will  avoid  a  war,  at  leaat  until  the"  whole 
nation  is  unanimoua  for  it  .  Still,  when  we  consider  of 
what  materiaia'the  Government  is  formed,  h  is  impos- 
sible to  speak  with  any  certainty  of  their  measures. 
The  past  Administration,  in  every  traniiaclion,  presenta 
to  the  mind  oqly  a  muddy  commixture  of  folly,  weak- 
neas,  and  duplicity.  The  spell  by  which  the  nations 
of  Einx>pe  have  been  rendered  inert  and  inefficient, 
when  they  attempted  to  shake  it  oflf,  has  stretched  its 
shadows  across  Uie  Atlantic,  and  made  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  these  Sta^  alike  blind  to  duty  and  to 
their  true  interests.    I  am,  dtc  A.  B. 

No.  !«. 

BosTOK,  ^pril  36,  1809. 

Sin:  Since  my  letter  No.  II,  I  have  had  but  little 
to  communicate. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain,  with  sufficient 
accuracy,  the  reftftive  strength  of  the  two  parties  in  the 
legislative  bodies  in  New  England. 

In  all  of  these  States,  however,  Governors  have  been 
elected  out  of  the  Fedecal  patty,  and  even  the  South- 
ern papers  indicate  an  unexpected  augmentation  of 
Fedeiat  members  in  the  i^ext  Coagress.' 

The  correspondence  between  Mt.  Erskine  arid  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  you  will  have  aeen 
before  thik  can  reach  yon.  It  haa  given  much  satis- 
faction to  the  Federal  party  here,  because  it  prdmises 
an  eztaiption  from  the  ^v^l  moat  foared,  (a  war  with 
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England,)  and  justifies  their .  partiality  towards  Great 
Britain,  which  they  maintain  was  founded  upon  a  full 
conviction  of  ber  justice,  and  sincere  disposition  to  pre** 
serve  peace.  Sven  the  democrats  affect  to  be  satisfied 
with  it ;  because,  as  they  insist,  it  proves  the.  efficacy 
of  the  restrictive  syste^i  of  Mr.  Jefferson. . 

But  the  great  bei^efit  that  will  probably  result  from 
it  will  be,  that  Bonaparte  may  be  induced  to  force  this 
country  from  her  neutral  position,  baffled  in  his  at-; 
tempts  to  exclude  from  the  Continent  the  nlaniifactufes 
of  'Great  Britain,  he  will  most  likely  Confiscate  all 
American  property  in  his  dominions  and  dependencies, 
alid  declare  war.  'Nothing  could  more  than  this  con- 
tribute to  give  influence  and  stability  to  the  British 
fMrty.  The  invidious  occurrences  of  the  wbellion 
would  be  forgotten  in  Ihe  resentment  of  the  people 
against  France,  and  they  would  soon  be  weaned  from 
that  attachment  to  her  which  is  founded  on  the  aid 
that  was  rendered  to  separate  from- the  modier  country. 
While  Great  Britain  waits  for  th^s  neural,  I  mf  g^t  say 
nWessary,  result  of  the  negotiation,  would  it  not  be 
extvepaely  inexpedient  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the 
American  OoTernment  1  Every  sort  of  evidence  and 
experience  prove  that  the  deinoerat&  consider  their  po^ 
litical  ascendaficy  in  a  great  measure  depetidi^nt  on 
the  hostile  spirit  that  they- can  keep  dHve  towards 
Great  Britain,  alld  recent  events  demonstrate  that  their 
conduct  will  be  predicated  upon  that  convietionr;  it  is, 
theieipre,  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  meet,  wtdi 
csn»spending  feelingSk  a  sincere  dispoeitien  on  the 
part  of  England  .to  adjust  aU  mattervin^ispute.  They 
a#e  at  heart  moused  and  disappt^i&ted  to  fin^  ihi^jt 
Great  Britain  has  been  in  advance  of  the  French  Gov* 
•mment  in  taking  a^lvantage  of  the  provisiemd  clauses 
of  the  non-ihleicopite  law ;  and  if  they  4iow  anyspirit 
at  the  next  session  ef  Congreas-  towards  France,  it  will 
be  only  because  they , will  find  Bonaparte  4leaf  to  en« 
tina^y  «nd  itasen^bfe-of  past  favOBS ;  or  that  they  may 
tbink  it  safer  to  float  with  theti^e  of  pubUer  feeling, 
which  will  set  s^ongly  against  him  unless  he  keepjDcO^* 
/Mtttti  with  England  in  a  conciliatory  policy. 

I  am,  &e.  A.  B.. 

No.  13. 

BosTOK,  JHoy  5,  1809. 

Sim :  Although  the  recent  changes  thai  have  occur- 
red quiet  all  aj^prehension  of  war,  and,  ^nsequently, 
lessen  kll  hope  of  a  separation  of  the  States,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  transmit  by  the  mail  of  each  week'  a  sketch 
of  passing  events. 

On  local' politics  I  have  nothing  to  add ;  and  as  the 
parade  that  is  made  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  sincere  disposition  of  Mr.  Madison  to  preserve  ami- 
cable relations  with  Great  Britain  is,  in  i^y  opjnion,  cal- 
culated to  awaken  vigilance  and  distrust,  rather  thKn 
inspire  confidence,  I  shall  (having  nothing  more  im- 
portant to  write  about^)  take  kave  to  examine  his 
motives.    •  ,  .     « 

I  am  not  iurprised  $t  hb  conditional  removal  of  the 
non-intercourse  law,  wiCh  respect  to  Great  Britain,  be«. 
cause  it  was  jnade  incumbent  on  him  by-  the  act  of 
Congress;  but  the  observations  ^nade  on  bis  friendly 
disposition  towards  Great  Britoin  is  «  matter  of  op 
little  astonishment.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  political 
life  directly  and  unequivocally  contradicts 'them.  .His 
speeeh  on  the  British  Treaty,  in  1796;  hi^  attempt  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  confiscation  of  "  British  debU"  and 
British  property ;  big  commercial  resolutions,  grounded 
apparently  on  an  idea  of  making  America  useful  as  a 
colony  to  France;  his  conduct  while  Secretary  of 


State;-  all  form  an  assemblage  of , probabilities  tendiBg 
to' convince  me,  at  least,  that  tie  doea  not  aeriouidy 
desire  a  treaty  in  which  the  rights  and  pretcnsifoos  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  fairly  recog^nised.  It  seems 
impossible  that  he  should  <t  once  divest  bioKclf  of  his 
habitual. animosity,  and  that  pride  of  opinion  wkieb 
his  present  situation  enables,  him  to  indulge;  bot, 
Sibove  all,  that  he  should  deprive  hie  friends  and  sep- 
porters  of  the'  benc^t  of  those  prejadiees  whicb  have 
been  carefully  fostered  in  the  minds  of  the  oaaunoa 
people  towanJs  England,  and  which  have  so  aisteriiiif 
contributed  to  ^vigofate  knd  augment  tlie  deaaeaidc 
pfurty.  AVhate^fer  his  real  motives  may  be,  a  i^  is 
this  stage  of  the  afiair,  harmless  enough  to  inqms  iito 
the  cause  of  the  apparent  cbaAge.  He  probsbb  scti 
under  a  cqpvicUon  that,  in  the  present  temper  «f  tk 
Eastera  States,  a  war  could  not  fail  to  produce  a  &»> 
solution  pf  the  Union ;  or  he  may  have  profited  by  tbc 
mistakes  of  his  predecessor,  and  is  inclined  to  seize  d» 
present  ojSportunity  to  prove  to-tiie  world  that  he  k 
determined  to  be  the  President  of  a  nation,  imther  tloa 
the  head  of  a  faction;  qjc  he  has  probsd>Ij  gone  thai 
far  to  remove  the  impression  on  the  miAds^f  muj 
that.he  was  under  the  influence  ot  Fianoeb  in  sria 
that  he  may,  with  a  better^  grace,  and  on  more  te&aUe 
grounds,  quarrel  with  Gre^t  Britain  in  the  progm  rf 
negotiating  a  treaty.  /\yhatever  his  motives  BMjfae, 
I  am  vfery  certain  his  party  will  not  airport  bm  ia 
any  manly  and  generoOs  policy.  Weak  men  are  arc 
to  temporike  when  great  events  call  upon  them  fcr  ds- 
cbion,  •aAd  are  sluggish  and  inert  at  the  moaest 
when  the  worst'  of  ^vils  is  in  action.  This  is  tse 
character  of  the  democrats  in  <he  Noithem  Stales.  Of 
those  ef  the  Sooth  I  know  but  tittle.     I  am,  Ac 

A.B. 
'        No.  14.      ' 

Bosisoir,  May  S5,  1S09. 
Sir:  My  last  was  under  date  of  the  5th  iostttL 
The  unexpected  change  that  has  taken  place  io  the 
feelings  of  political  qnen  m  this  country,  in  cense- 
quence  of  Mr.  Madison's  prompt  acceptance  of  the 
friendly  proposals  of  Grefit  Britain,  has  caused  a  tes^ 
poraiy  suspension  of  the  conflict  bf  parties;  and  tber 
both  regard  him  with  equal  ponder  and  diitniA 
Tliey  all  ascribe  his 'conduct,  to  various  maiifvs,  tet 
none  believe  him  to  be  in  earnest 

The  State  of  Piew  York  has  returned  to  the  Aikb- 
bly  a.  majority  of  federal  members.  All  this  Ifvves 
that  an  anti-commercial  fiiction  cannot  rale  the  K«ib- 
em  Stales.  Two  months  ago  the  State  of  New  Ysvi 
was  not  ranked  Kmong  the  States  that  would  adopt 
the  policy  of  that  of  Massachusetts  v  and  any  fiivorahle 
change  was  exceedingly  problematical. 

J  beg  leave  to  suggest  Ihat,  in  the  present  siaie  of 
things  in  this  country,  my  presence  can  coouibate 
very  little  to  the^' interests  of  Great  Britain.  If  Mr. 
ErskiDe  be  sanctioned  in  all  he  has  conceded,  bj  His 
Majesty's  ministers,  it  ia  unnecessary  for  me,  as  indeed 
it  would  be  unavailing,  to  make  any  attempt  to  canj 
into  efiect  the  original  purpoees  of  my  mission.  Whik 
I  think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  this  intimittion  to  von, 
I  beg  it  may  be  understood  that  I  consider  myself  es- 
tirelyat  the  disposal  of  His  Majesty's  Goversunent.  I 
tin,  dec.  A.  B 

'    '  ,  No.  16. 

MoKTBXAL,  June.  12,  1809. 
Sim :  I  have  the  hotM>T  to  inlbrm  your  £xcelleDCT 
ihatv  I  received,  through.  Mr.  Secretary  ByJand,  yew 
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Excellency's  cotnmands  toretarn  to  Gan«d« ;'  and  after 
the  delay  incident  to  thia  ioastfn'of  the  year,  it  a  jour- 1 
ney  from  Boston,  arrived  here  yesterday. 

Yoar .  Excellency  Will  have  seen,  by  tto  papers  of 
fhe  latest  dates  from  the- United  States,  that  .a  fbrmida- 
bfe  opposition  is  already  organized  in  Oongteas  to  the 
late  measures  of  Mr.  Madison ;  and  it  is  very  evident 
that,  if  he  be  sincere  in  his  professions  of  attadiment 
to  Cireat  Briiatn,  his  party  will  abandon  him.  Bixty- 
one  members  liiive  already  voted  against  a- rvsolution 
to  approve  of  what  he  has  done ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  rest  of  the  damocralic  pfcity  wULfblkyw  the  example 
as  so^B  aa  thegr  M<»>ver  from  the  •stonishment  into 
which  his  amiareBt  d^fectiop,  has»  thrown  them.    . 

The  preaant  hopw  ^  the  Fe^aliato  are  ibttouded  «• 
the  probability  of  a  war  with  Fraope^  but,  at  all  events, 
this  party  la  stroii^  and  well  •  organsied  enovgh  to  pr^ 
vent  a  war  with  £ogland  ^ 

It  would  be  new  superfluous  (o  tionble.your  Excel-/ 
lenQr  witban  account  of  the  nature  and  extent -of  the 
arrangementa.made  by  the  Federal  party  to  iresist  anj^ 
attempt  of  the  Government  UQ&votabla  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. They  were  such  as  do  great  credit  to.their  ability 
and  principles ;-  and,-twhile  a  judiciQua  policy  ia  oIm 
served  by  Great  Britain,  secure  hex  intereets  ia  America 
from  decay.  My  fear  of  Inducing  a  &lae  security  .on 
the  part  &[  His  Majeaty's  Govemflaent  in  their  eflki* 
cieiMsy  and  eventual  su«ieaa»  may  have  iadined.  jna  to 
refrain  from  doing  them  that  juatice  ^n  m^  former  let* 
teas  which  I  wilUagly  take  the  preaant  occaAon  to  <»• 
preea.  .  '        ,     •. 

I  traat  yaor  ExceUency  will  aacribe  the  style  andi 
manner  of  my  conunnmeatioBa»  and  the  ftv^uent  aib- 
bignitiea  introduced  in  themj  aa  aiiaing  from  the  secrecy 
neceaaary  to  be  ohaerved,  and  my  oonsciousneia  that 
you  onderstand  my.  meaning,  on  the  meat  delicate 
pointa,  without  risking  a*partioular  explanation* 

I  lament  that  no  occa^on  comnenanrate  to  my 
wiahea  haa  permitted  me^  prove  how  much  I  value 
the  confldeneeof  your  Excellency,  and  the  apprebalion 
already  expressed  by  His  Majesty's  Minister.  I  have, 
the  honqr  to  be,  Ac*  .  J.  H.    . 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  lattera  are  the  same  re- 
ferred to  in  tfate  letter  of  H.  W.  Ryland,  Esq.,  dated 
May  1,  1809,  relating  to  the  fission  in  which  I  waa 
employed  by  Sir  Jatnea  Craig,  by  hla  letter  of  iQstrue- 
tions,  bearing  date  February  e,  1809. . 

JOHN  HENRT. 

Mr.  Hyland  to  Mt.  Henry, 

QuBBsc,  Ma^,  1,  1809.    * 

Mt  DxAn  Sib  ;  The  newa  we  have  reeeived  this  d^r 
fiom  the  iStatea.wiU*  I'  imagine,  soon  bring  you  badt 
to  na;  and  if  you  arrive  at  Montseai  by  the  middle  of 
J  unoy  I  shall  probably  have  the  pleaanre  of  meeting  you 
thot'e,-  aa  I  am  going  up  witb  Sir  James,  and  a  laigf 
auite.  .The  iMttetteraieeeiTed  from  yon  sf»e  to  the  13th 
April.  The  whofe  ara  new  teanacribing,  /of  the  pwr-' 
poae  of  being  sent  home,  whtito  they  cannot  ftdl  of  do- 
ing you  great  creditf  and  I  moat  eertalnly  hope  th^ 
may  eventually  contribute  to  your  permanent  advan* 
tage.  It  ia'not  nec^ssaiy  to  repeat  the  aasurance  that 
no  efibrt  Within  the  compass  of  my  p^wbr  shall,  be  want- 
ing to  this  end, 

1  am  czu^Ily  out  of  spirits  at 'the  idea  of  old  England 
truckling  to  such  a  debased  and  accarsed  GdVerament 
as  that  of  the  United  States. 

1  am  greatly  obli({ed  to  yoif  fi»r  the  trouble  you  have 
taken^in  procuring  die books»  though^ if  Spain frula^I 


shall  Scarcely  have  heart  to  look  into  theiki.  I  can  aJd 
no  more,  bu^that  f  am,  most 'heartily  and  i^ectionately, 
yours,  '  H.  W.  R. 

J.  Hi2raT,  Esq.,  Botton, 

Mr.  Ryland  to  A6r,  Henry, 

Mat  4^  1809w 
MtDxar  S^:  You  muat  conaidev  the  short  letter 
I  wrat^'to  yon  by  ihe  laat  post  aa  altogether  unofiicial ; 
but  Fam  now-  to'iotimata  to  you,  in  a  more  formal 
manner,  our  bop^  of  your  apeedy  retui^,  aa  the  objeot 
of  yoar  journejt  aeeaoa,  for  tike  preaent  at  leaat,  to  be  at 
an  end/. 

We  have  London  newa^  by  the  way  of  ihe  river,  up 
to  the  8tk  of  Mare^  wUeh  tallied  to  a  day  vrith  what 
we  have  xeeeived  by  the  way  of  ^e  Statea. 

Heartily  wiahipig  you  a  aafo  and  apeedy  joum^  back 
to-ua,  I  Am,  my  dear  air,  moat  aiiteeraly,  youra, 

'^      H.  W.R. 

Have  the  goodnest  to  bring.my  boolu  with  you, 
thousfh  I  sHall  have  little  apirit  to  look  into  tfaeip,  un- 
leaa  yoh  bring  good  n^trs  from  Spain. 

John  HavBT,  Esq. 

Jnr.  MCftry  to  Jur.  Jreet, 

Juvx  18,1811. 
8i« :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you*a  memorial 
addzeaa^d  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  beg  you  vriU 
have  the  goodntaa  either  to  examine  Che  documenta  in 
yoiir  oflice,  or  thAae  in  my  own  poaiession,  touching  tiie 
extent  and  legitimacy  of  my  claim. 
'  Mr.  Ryland,  the  Secretory  of  Sir  J.  Craig,  ia  now  in 
London,  and,  from  lus  official  knowledge  of  thetrauaae*' 
tiohs  and  foots  alluded  to  in  the  memerial,  ean  give 
any  inibrfaiatibn  required  on  that  aubject,  I  have,  the 
honor  to  be,  dee.  J.  H. 

Mtmmitd  of  Mr,  Henry  to  Lord  Liverpool, 

The  undersigned  moat  respectfully  submits  the  fol- 
lowing Btotement  and  memorial  to  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool :  • 

Long  before  and  xlurinig^  the  administration  of  your 
LordrfSp Vpredeeeaaor,  the  underaigned  bestowed  much 
|K»iaonal  attention  to  the  atate  of  paitiea,  and  to4he 
pelilical  maaaurea  in  4he  United  Scalea  of  AaMricai 
•  •.     .     *         -  *.  ",        •    •        * 

Soon  after  the  aiiair  of  the  Oheaapeake  frinto,  when 
Hk  Majeaty'a  QCyemv  General  of  Britiah  America 
had  laaaon  to^believa  that  the  two  caaatriea  would  ha 
rnaolTed  in  a  vrar,  afld'had  aubnutted  to  Hia  Migeaty/a 
Ministeia  the  arrangeaentpof  the  Engliah  party,  in  the 
United  Statea  for  an  efficient  rMistance  U  tha  General 
GoverBBMnt,  which  would  prebaUy  leminato  in  a 
aeparatidh  of  the  Northern  Siatea  from  tha  geaefal 
Coafodai^By,  he  applied  to  tiie  nnieraigned  to  under- 
take a  miaaion  to  Beaton,  where  the  whole  concema  of 
the  -oppoaitioa  were  managed.  Tha  object  of  the  mia- 
aion  waa  to  promote  and  enoourage  the  Federal  party 
to  resist  the  meaanraa  of  the  General  Govem'ment,.to 
ofier  aseurancea  of  aid  ai»d  anpport  from  Hia  MiO«*>*7'« 
Government  of  Canada,  and  to  open  a  oommuaication 
between  the  leading  men  engaged  in  that  opposition 
and  the  Governor  General*  upon  anch  a  footing  aa 
eireumstancea  might  kugg^;  and,  finally,  to  render 
the  plana  then  in  contemplation  anbeervient  to  the 
viewa  of  Hia  Majesty's  Grovemment 

The  underaigned  undertook  the  misaioh,  which  laated 
from  the  monAi  of  Januaxy  to  the  month  of  June,  ii^ 
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elonv*,  during  which  perioi]  those  public  acU  and 
legislative  resdations  ^  the  Assemhlies  of  Massachu- 
selts  aqd  Connecticut  were  passed  whiih  ke{»t  the 
General  Govern ment  of  the  .United  Stated  in  check, 
and  deterred  it  frofn  carrying  intoexecution  the  meas« 
ures  of  hostility  with  which  Great  Britain  was  me? 
naced. 

For  his  services  on  ^e  occasions  herein  recited,  and 
the  loa^  of  ti^e  and  expenses  incurred;  the  under^ 
signed  neither  sought  nOr  received  any  compensation, 
but  trusted  io  the  known  justice  atfd  liberality  of  Hia 
Majitsty's  Government  for  the  rewafd  .of  srtrrioes 
which  -could  not,  he  humbly  ooneeites,  1m  estimated  in 
pounds,  shillings^  and  pence.  Oti  the  patronage  and 
.support  which  wts  pronrisefl  in  the  letteriof -Sir  J. 
Craig,  under  date  of  the  S6th  January,  1809,  (wherein 
he  gives  an  assnrapce  **  that  the  former  oorrespond- 
enoe  and  poKtioal  information  trmnemitted  by  the  un- 
dersigned had  met  v^ith  tiie  particular  a)>prohation'-of 
His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State ;  and  that  his  exe- 
cution of  the  mission,  proposed  to  be  undertaken  in 
that  letter,  w^uld  give  htm  a  claim  not  only  on  the 
Governor  General,  .bpt  on  His  Mirje«ty*s  Ministers,'*) 
the  undersigned  has  relied,  and  now^most  respectfully 
claims,  in  whatever  mode  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  may 
be  pleased  to  adopt  ,  '        . 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  takes  thtb  occa- 
sion to  state  that  Sir  J.  Craig. prqmLqed  him' an  em- 
ployment iti  Canada*  worth  upwards  of  one  thousand 
pauhds  a  year,  by  his  letter,  herewith  transmitted^  un- 
der date  of  September  13,  1809,  which  be  has  just 
learned  has,  in  conse^uen6e  of  his  absence,  been  given 
to  another  person.  The  .undersfgned  abstains  from* 
commenting  on  this  transaction,  and  moat  sespectfully 
suggests  that,|he  jgppoint^ient  of  Judge  Advod^te 
Generalr  of  the  province  of  Low^r  Canada,  wiUi  a 
salary  of  five  kuudred  pounds  e  year,'br  a  Consulate 
in  the  United  States,  sine  curiUf  would  he  considered 
by  him  as  a .  liberal  dbch/irge  of  any  obligation  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  may.  entertain  in  relation 
to  his  services* 

Ifr.  Peeif  Sceretary  to  Lqrd  Liverpool,  to,  Mr,  Henry » 
DowviKo  Stbcvt,  Jsne  S8, 1811.  . 

Sir:  I  have  not  failed  to  lay  heforo  the  Barlef 
Liverpool .  the  memorial,  ttygether  with  setera)  ene&0i> 
s«res,  which  was  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  since  by 
Cleneral  Loft,  at  your  desire.  ' 

His  Lordship  has  directed  nfte  to  acquaint  you  that 
he  has  tcAvned  to  the  correspondence  in  this.o0ice  of 
the  year  1809^  and  finds  two  letters  from  6ir  James 
Craig,  dated  lath  April  and^th  May,  tiansmittlng  the 
conespondence  thtft  h%a  passed  during  your  cesidence 
in  the  Northern  States  of  America,  and  expnssing  his 
confidence  in  your  ability  apd  judgmeht,  bat  Mfd 
Liverpool  has  not  discovered  any  wish  on  the  part  of 
Sir  James  Craig  that  your  claims  fbir  eompensation 
should  be  referred  to  this  country,  noK  indeed  is  aUu- 
kion  made  to  afiy  kind  of  errangeihent- or  agreement 
that  had  been  made  by  that  officer  with  you. 

Under  these  circumstances^  and  had  not  Sir  James 
Craig  determined  on  his  immediate  return  to  England, 
it  would  have  been  Lord  Liyerpoors  wish  to-have  re* 
feared  your  memorial  to  him,  as  being  bettel  enabled 
to  appreciate  the  ability  and  sifccetfs  with  which  yon 
executed  a  mission  undertaken  at  his.  desire.  Lord 
Liverpool  will,  however,  transmit  it  to  Sir  James  Ccaig's 
successor  in  the  Government,  with  an  assurance  that, 
ikom  tiie  reeommendatiOns  he  has  received  in  yonr 


favOr,  and  the  opinion  he  has  formefl  on  your  enrrcs- 
^pondenoe,  he  is  convinced  the  public  service  willbe  be- 
'nefited  by  youf  active  einployment  in  a  public  situatioa. 

Lord  Liverpool  will  also  feel  himself  bound  to  give 
the  same  assurance  tb  the  Maoquie  Wvlleaiey,  if  then 
is  any  probability  th^t  it  will  advance  the  succv  of 
the  application  which  y6u  have  made  to  his  Lordship. 

I  ami  tir,  your  moat  obedient  humble'  servant, 

ROBERT  PEEL 

J.  HxvRT,  Esq.,  No.  HI,  Ldeesier  Squart. 

Mir.  Rykend  to  Mr.  Htnry. 

TvBs^ar  ETiirino,  JuijX\%\\. 

Mr  Bsim  Havnr;  It  gives  me  reel  ^leesufetsM 
.that  the  apprehension  i  had  formed  with  rAipeettetk 
ftiMUment  of  yoor  expectatletie  ie  likely  to  prow  ens- 
neons.  Ai  everything  wfiic^  peseed,  relative  ts  jmt 
,mi^on,  w^  in  wjiting,  I  think  yoa  will  do  vrell  nb- 
mitUng  to  Mr.  Peel  all  the  original 'pttpera.  lB3fsdf 
could  give  no  other  inforination  reletive  to  the  sukjccL 
than  what  they  contain,  as  you  and  I  had  no  eppgrta- 
nity  of  any  verbal  comifaunication  leapecting  it  tiD  tflv 
your  mission  terminated,  and  t  never  wrote  yoo  a  hi- 
ter  in  the  Governor's  name,  whibh  had  not  pieiiuedy 
been  submitted  to  hia  correction^   • 

The\imprc9sien  I  had  received  of  yonr  cfaaradRmtf 
abihttes  made  me  anirious  ta  serve  you,  even  bdoie  I 
had  th^  pleasure  of  a  personaf  acqaaintnitoe  vrith  rw. 
and  the  same  deure  has  operated  on  me  ever  siaoe ;  1 
am,  therelbre,  entitled  to  hope  that  any.  opinioa  wbid 
I  may  have  given  you,  as  to  your  best  mode  d  otes- 
ing  an^eftiploymenrunder  GovemnXent,  vrilibe  rsoemd 
with  the  same  candor  that  gave  riee  to  tu  I  tbiek  m 
will  do  well  to  persevere,  as  you  propoee.  1  kafs  as 
doubt  that  every  letter  from  you,  which  9u  Jsdms  seal 
home,  will  be  found,  in  Itr*  Peel's  c^oe,  aa  the  citBb> 
llshed  praeCio0  there  is  to  bind  the  despatebes  and  es- 
doBures  yearly  up  together.. 

H.  W.  RTLAlfD. 

Jonir  HtiTBT,  Ee^.,  4Sic. 

Mr.  Henry  to  Mr  PeeL 
^    '    ,  27,  LEicssTan  Sqjdabs,  Leneer, 

Septemho- 4, 191L 
Sin :  I  have,  just  learoed  the  nltimats  dc^ion  of 
my  Lord  Welleiley,  relative  to  itk»  appointment  whiidL 
I  was  desirous  to  obtain ;  and  fidd  that  the  snlisutuif 
relations  between  the  two  countiiefe  forlnd  the  creUxBg 
a  new  office  in  the  Uniied  Sutes,  such  aa  I  was  s»- 
licitous  to  obtain.  In  this  state  of  things  I  have  not  a 
'moment  to  lose  m  retntning  to  Canada;  and  haw 
taken  my  passage  inf"  the  last  and  only  ship  that  sails 
for  Quebeethif  season.  As. I  have  not  time  te  enm 
ide  novo)  into  explanations  with  the  gefttienan  whs 
is  Inj^our  office,  and  as  I  haTe  received  the  aasursnem 
from  yon,  in  addition  to  the  letter  of  my  Lord  Livs- 
pool,  of  the  87(h  Jnne,  that  "  his  Lordehip  would  re^ 
cCmmend  me  to  the  Gevernor  of  Canada  fi»r  the  first 
vacant  sitnfttion  that  I  would -aec^t,'*  I  be^  the  fevw 
ofyou'  to  advise  me  how  1  am  to  get  that  rao8mmeade> 
tion  without  loss  of  time.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac 

J.  0^!<fRT. 
'  Ro'viET  PiXL,  Esq.,  dec    ^ 

Despatch  of  Lord  Liverpool  to  SSfar  Geo^  Pmo^ 
J  Dowiriiro  Stbibt,  iSep<.  16,  1811. 

Sn:  Mr.  Heniy,  who  ^ill  have  the, honor  of  de- 
livering this  letter  ia  the  gentleman  who  addressed  to 
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me  th«  meAlorial,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  trtns- 
mit,  and  to  whom  the  aceompahying  letter  Stota  Mr. 
Peel  waa  written  by  my  directioQ. 

In  compliance  with  hia  requettt,  I  now  falfil  the  ai- 
aurance  which  I  hfTe  given' of  stating  to  tpu  my  opin- 
ion of  the  ability  and  judgment  which  Air.  He  my  has 
manifeeted  on'  the  occasions  mentioned  in  his  memo- 
riaJ,  and  of  the  benefit  the  public  service  might  derive 
from  his  active  employment  in  ^ny  public  situatipn  in 
which  yoa  should  think  proper  to  place  htm. . 

r  am,  sir,  your  most  obedietnt^  humble  servant,       ' 

LIVERPOOL. 

To  8iB.  Qmamsa  Fmtost^  Bonnet,  4«* 

[The  following  is  the  report  of  the  dftcretary  of  State, 
comma iricated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Message  of  the 
13t^  March,  181S.} 

DxYAKT«xir's.oT«lSlTATa,  Mgreh  12,  1818. 
}  The  Secicataf^  of  State,  to  vthom  was  .referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  lOth  instant,,  has  Iha 
honor  to  report:  That  this  department  iM  not  in  .p^s- 
session  of  any  names  of  persooe  in  the  United  States 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatever,  entered 
into,  or  countenanced  the  project* or  the  views  lor  the 
execation  or  attunment  of  which  .John  Henry  was,  in 
the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig ;  the  said 
John  Henry  having  named  no  person  or  persons  as 
being  concerned  in  tbe  said  project  «r  views  referred 
to  in  the  docunpents  laid  before  Congr^s  on  the  9th 
instant.    Whivh  is  respectfully  submitted, 

*  ^  JAMtS  MONROE. 

TbeMessagi*  and  documents  having  been  read> 
Mr.  Rhba  made  a  (notion  to  priDtabem. 

Mpt  PiTKiM  said,  that  he  h.ad  no  objection  to 
the  papers  being  printed,  bal  that  he  rose  lo  pro^ 
test  against  the  sentiineAts  attributed  io  the«e 
papers  to  the  Federal  Part]^,  being  coDsidered  as 
those  of , the  citizena  of  the  State  which  he  bad 
the  bpnor  to  represent.  He  trusted  it  would  not 
be  believed  that  they  had- any  knowledge  of  any 
BU-'^sion  .of  this  kinlf  frolic  Cfana'^a,  or  froiq  any 
other  .quarter.    " 

It  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  heard  that  the 
opposition  Io  the  embargo  i6  the  States  of  Ver» 
moot  or  Massachusetts  had  any  cpanezioa  with 
the  British  Gofernmeat,  Of  witli  any  prqject  of 
a  separation  uf  the  Union  in. any  manner,  roucii 
less  under  the  a(;encv  of  a>Britieb  spy^  So  for  as 
he  couhi  underaiaod  the  papers  (torn  the  firai 
jea^ng,  Mr.  ,P.  said  they  did  not  intimate  tltat 
any  disclosure  had  been  made  toaoy.indivijdual 
of  the  Uaited'  Sutes  by  Mr^  Henry  pf  the  abject 
of  his  mission,  or  tbatibis  scheme  had  been  advo- 
cated or  supported  by  any  Dne.  And  I  tru^  no 
sentlemaD  will  take  the  character  of  the  parties 
iQ  any  section  of-  this  country,  from  a  roan  who 
it  seems  has  proved  a  traitor  ro  his  own  Qov^ro- 
ment.  So  far  as  the  statements  made  in  these 
papers  may  be  considered  as  iovoiving  the  party 
io  concert  with  the  Federal  party,  in  any  scheme 
of  co-operation  with  the  British  Qovernanent  in 
diTidiog-  the  Uni^o,  it  is  one  of  the  grossest  libels 
that  ever  was  ottered.'  Nor  do  1  feel  willing  to 
take  the  character  ol  the  people  of  this  country 
from  the  mouth  of  this  man.  He  does  not  stop 
at  debasing  the  character  of  the  people  of  this 


cQuatry,  but  he  utters. a  libel  afg^ins^all  parties 
and  agaipst  the  GovernmeDt  itself.  He  slates, 
that  in  ^the  extra  session. qf  Congress  in  May, 
1Q09,  there  if  ere  sixty-one'  yotes  against  Mr.  Madi- 
son, in  oonsequence  of  his  arrangement  wirh  Mr. 
Erskine;  when  we  all  know  tiiat  the  vote  on  ihe 
resolution  ^approving  of  the  President's  conduct 
in  that  affair  was  oo  criterion  by  which  to  jodge. 
'^hile,  thereroi;:^,  gentlemen  will  not,  as  I  pl^e* 
sume  they,  will  not,  plac^  any  iron  fide  nee  in  the 
siateinents  made  hy  tiiis  man  against  them  selves, 
and  against  those  whom  J^e  styles  Democrats,' I 
trust  they  wiil  be  ei^ually  iocredulous  as  to  any 
statements  he  has  made 'against  yihone  he  has 
called  Federalists,  wilh  respe«u  to  their  co-opera- 
tion with  the  British  Goyeroment  ia  dividing  tbo 
Uniop.  .Moreesfvecially  as  they  come  from  one. 
*who,  disappoioted  at  not  reoeiviog  the  promkW 
reward  from  his  Govecnment,  has-tumed  traitor 
to  .his  employers. 

.  Iff  sir,' there  is aay 'individual  re  this  country, 
be  be  of  whatever  party  he  may,  ^ho  has  given 
co^ntenanoe  to  this  man  as  a  British  agent,  and 
has  jt^ined  him  in  a  schema  of  dividing  the  UAiin, 
under  the  auspices  and  with  the  aid  of  the  Brit- 
ish.Government,  i.wish  he  may  be  kooi^o,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  House  w^ll  jtistiiute  an 
inquiry  oh  this'  subject,  aad  let  every  such  man 
be*  held^  as  he  ousht  io  be,  in  cpptempt  by  all.  I 
fjound  a  impossible,  sir,  to  remain  sifent  oad^r 
the  iropu(ationstbrown,or.attempted  to  be  thrown 
upon  that  sectioi^  of  th^  U nixed  States  from 
U'hic^  I  came,  by  the  pa|u:rs  just  read..  I  will 
Vepeflt*my  wishes  thai  the  whole  business  may 
be  fully  and  promptly  developed. 
.Mr.  BtBBsaid  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
who  j  list  sat  down  .on  oae-poinl,  that  aiqU  inves- 
tigation ought  to  be  had.  It  was  due  to  the  Con- 
gress, to  our  connexiooa  ivith  Great  Britain,  that 
an  inquiry  should  be  ihade  into  the  transaction 
now  exposed  to  viewj  and;  in  addition  .to  tha 
motion  tor  priniio^,  he  should  move  a  reference 
of  the  Message  to  the  Gommitiee  of  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Wsoo&RT  said  it  wtfk  an  old  saying  aihong 
gutiaers,  that  you  may  know  the  woonded  piireoaa 
by  their  fluttering.  He  would  not  undertake,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Coaneciieut  had  doaa,  to 
exonerate  bis  cunstitnerits  in  a  body  from  anjr 
impiieatioi^  in  this  business.  One  thing,  he  said, 
be  knew,  that  the  relation  given  in  Iheee  doeu- 
.meats  so  exactly  coincided  with  .the%  conduct  of 
some  gentlemen  i^  the.quarter  in  Which  he  livedo 
that  he  wiui  led  to  believe  in  their  truth.  It  by 
no  means  foliowedt  because  this  man  had  been  a 
spy,  that  he 'Could'  not  tell  the  trgtb.  When  we 
look  back  to^the  titnes^at  wlHch  his  letters  were 
written,  we  ""must  believe  in  their  substantial 
truth.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  say,  if  the 
conduct  of  certain  characters  in  those  dJys  did 
.  not  wi^rrant  all  that  was  stated  of  their  designs. 
Let  the  papers  be  printed,  Mr.  W.  said,  and  every 
one  will  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves.  Are  we  • 
to  shuti  our  proceedings  from  ihe  public  view  in 
this  wayi  by  refusing  to  publish  these  things?  It 
is  one  of  the  oiMt  impostant  communicatiooa 
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iiiflde  to  CoDgre^  kc  the  preaieDt  eession,  and  why^ 
»hou1d  noc  the  people  see  it?  Let  ttiem  see  and 
judge.  I  will  maKQ  oo  comments,  jtir^  on  this 
btfsiness;  but  I  will  say,  that,  it  is  well  Itoown 
that  at  the  time'alluded  to  in  thotie  documents, 
atfoppositipn^to  the  laws  aad  Government  was 
organized.  'Mr.  W.  said  be  had  fuU  confidence 
in'tKe  truth  of  these  do6umeols,  atid  he  had 
therefore  no  diflposttion  to  keep,  them  frpm  bis 
constituents.  Th^  House  was  in  dn^y  hound  to 
gire  full  publicity  to  these  paper*  by  prmting 
ihem.  *.       '       - 

Mr.  Pitkin  disa^owe^d  any  intention,  to  Oppoae 
the  orinting  of  tttesepapei^^  ^ 

Mr.  CIhol&om  said,  it  was  a  source  of.  gratifica- 
tion to  him,'  that,  so  nir  as  the* papers  comtlium- 
cated  by  the  President  could  be  oonsidered  evi- 
dence'at  all,  tlyey  wefe  certainly^  bigh if  honora- 
ble testimony  in  favor  of  the  Elastern  section. of 
the  Union.  An  emissary  of  gredt  taledts  had 
been  employed-  by  tbe  pritisb  rh  a  nefarious 
seeme  to  dismember  the  United  <State8,and  tp 
engender  treason  in  tbe  very  bosom  of  our  coon* 
try :  imd  yet,  Mr.'Q.  said,  it  does  not  seaa(i  that 
this  spy  has  bee6  aSle  to  6onftect  with  himself 
any  citizen  of  tbe  United  Suites.  If  he  bad  held 
correspondence  with  any  persons  *of  distinction, 
the  preeumption  h,  their  namo^  would  have  been 
.  disclosed  in  the  papers  that  have  been  read.  Mr. 
Q.  was  happy  in  cherishing  (he  belief  that  the 
liberties  of  this  country  would  always  find  a  suf- 
ficiettt  guarantee  againsC  machinations  of  thi^ 
sort,  in  the  patriotism  6f  every  portioii  of  the 
Union.  This  ^ommudic^tion,  Tor  w4iicb*the 
House  was  indebted  to  the  Fl-e^'dent,  was  highly 
interesting  and  important  in  one  point  of  vi^w. 
It  demmistraied,  as  matter  of  fact,  what  had4iere- 
tofore  remained  only  speculation  and  conjecture,* 
that  the  British  Government  has  long  meclitated 
the  separation  of  ti^se  Stbt^s;  anjcl  what  is  more, 
that  they  have  actually  tfuempted  the  executipn 
of  this  wicked  .design,  and  hav^  endeavored  to 
eonvert  our  owb  citizens  into  traitors !  He  woul^ 
say  no  more. 

^  Mr.  <^niNCT  said,  be  #as  mfach  obKged  to  the 
gentleman  last  up  for  rlie  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  the  •subject.  It  had  atfuck  him  pre- 
▼iotttdy  with  much  force,  ai>4  be  meant  to  have 
taken  the  fioor  to  ha? e  expressed  it.  If  eVer  tber^ 
had  eirU«ed  in  ihe  British  Cbvernment.  'or  any 
otker  Qovernment,  an  iivR  that  there  was  a  imrty 
in-tbhi  country  who  w9u Id, associate  wfth  it  to- 
dissolve  this  Union.  M  thanked  God  that  tKe 
project  was  exposed.  If  it  was  true,  as  these 
papers  stated,  that  this' man  ^ad  been  so  em- 
ployed, be  thankecl  God  that  the  mission  bad 
been  detected.  The  Administratioo,  in  brinsfiog 
tbe  subject  before  the  House,"  had  done  worihily, 
and  the  object  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  What 
is  ibe  fact,  admitting  alt  that  this  person  has  said 
to  be  trbe?  Why,  that  an  agent  from  the  Bi^tish 
Government,  under  circumstances  peculiarly  aus- 
picious and  suitable  to  hi?  purpose,  goes  to  the 
spot  whid>  h^  represents  fia  the  hotbed  of  opposr^ 
tion,>fa  stir  up  disunion,  anil  h'xi  papera  do  not 
contain  an  intimation  that  he  dared  to  mention 


such  an  ide^i  as  that  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
to  any  individual. '  No,  sir;  and  I  daxe  to  say  that 
he  never  did  mention  such  a  thing 'to  any  distin- 
guished individual.    Aj^  far  as  I  know  the  senti- 
ments 'of  gentlemen  in  that  quarter,  they  hold 
tl^is  Union  dear,  and  look  upon  such  a  cooaezioa 
as  is  apposed  in  these  papers. with  as  mac b  ab- 
horrence as  any.i^n.  however  attached  be  may 
be   to   the  ^dminutralion,  of  the  Government. 
Whenever,  a  tlisoitemberment  of  the  Union  has 
been  id^lkcd  of, St  has  .been  with  awe,  and  with  a 
fear  that  tbe  present  courae  of  publin  laeasares 
woald  lead  to^oph'an  event,  and  not  with  a  view 
to  bting  it  ^bout.    Sir,  1  know  that  other  ideas 
have  been  spread  over  tbe  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  serving'  party  views^    Bar  here,  in  this 
tempPe  of  our  liberties,  let  us  reason  with  one 
another  accord ng  to  tn«  evidence  before  os.    I 
rejoice  that  the^ubjtet  has  been  broogbt  forward, 
knd  that  an  a^ ent  so  peeliliarly  adapted  to  the 
businessMq  whiph  be  was  employed  has  not  been 
able'  to  furnish  ahy  evidence  of  even  the  conni- 
vance of  inf  imiividual  at  his  mission. 

Mr.  R  a  £  A.  said,' at  the  time  he  had  hiade  the 
motioiv  for  priilting,  he  had  not  the  least  idea 
tha.^  any  opposition'woula  be  made  to  lu  .He  did 
not  say  whether  these  papers  were  true  or  not 
,true;  whether  they  .atiacKCd  any  people  or  not. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  di^cus^iloo  of  these  points 
would  cease,  h  wfhs  no  reason  against  the  pub- 
lication o{  these  documents  that  they  bad  been 
disclosed  by  a  British  agent.  [The  Speaker 
observed  that  no  objection  had  been  jnade  by  any 
gentleman  to  the  printilig.]  All  the  transaciions 
respecting  Andre  and' Arnold  had  been  printed, 
so  far  as  the  Congress  could  iay  their  blinds  on 
them;  and  why  not  these?  It4his  man  be  a 
British  spy  or  traitor,  a!:  he  has  been  called,  and 
whal  he  states  is  not  true,  one  |hing  is  admitted : 
that  the  ^ritrsh  are  capable  of  em firoying  persoas 
of,  fnfamojus  obaradter^by  fabrications  like  these, 
tothrow  an  odium  on  particular  sections  of  the 
country.  8o  that,  on  any  view,  thia  affair  shoatd 
be  discIOiB^d,'  if  it  were  only  to  produce  a  firm 
unioo.among  th^  people.  We  all  remember  the 
publications  of  Ihe  period  to, which  these  jiapers 
refer,  and  the  dedartitibos  then  made*;  bat  aU 
these  would  not  induce  m^at  this  moment,  to 
^ay  that  all  Mr.  Henry  a4ya  ie<trnel  Tbis  will 
be  belter  understood  when  the  committee  $hali 
make  t*h'cir  report.     '•  *    •    *  ' 

Mr.  SEYBBRf  moved  to  increase  the  number  of 
copies  proposed  to  be  printed  Co  5.000. 

Mr.  wmomT  satd.  that  such^an  extraordinary 
communication  as  that  jus{  received  from  the 
President,  reflecting  so  much  on  various  sections 
and  parties  of  tbe  Union,  re\juired  serious  con- 
sideration before  they  consented  to  publish  such 
gross  abuse  of  every  portion  of  pur  people.  Geo- 
flemen  should  reflect  that  this  very  disclosure 
might  be  one  bf  the  means  used  by  this  mi^creaat 
to  divide  this  country.  If  be  wished  to  promote 
division,  ho^  could  he  better  attain  his  object 
than  by  denouncing  tb^  people  of  a  particular 
section  ?  '  Wbd  is  this' man,  and  where  is  he  ?  is 
an  inquiry  tliat  dught  to  be  made.    I  am  not  one 
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read  a  second  time    -        •        -        -        -      90 

-  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    -    •        •        -      84 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        «•      85 

rainmed  from  the  lioose  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,. which  were  read,  and 

ordered  to  be  printed  ....  ^96 
some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  others  dis*  ' 

agreed  to  ....  *  .  .86 
th^.  House  of  Representatives*  agree  with  the 

Senate  except    in    one  amendment  on 

which  they  insist,  and  the  Senate  receded 

IrOm  their  disagreement  -        •        -      97 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
t     supplementary  to  the  act  of  1808  to  raise 

■n,  read  twice^  and  referred    -        •        -     116 

,  reported  without  amendment     -        -   *     -     123 

ordered  to  a  third  seeding  .        .        -        «.     I2i 

read  a  third  tin^,  and  pMsed     ...    125 

a  bill  ftohx  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

making  appropriations  for  support  of  the^ 

read  twice,  and  referred  •  -  •  117 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  118 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  120 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amen&d  121 
e  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

eupplementory  to  the  act  to  raise  an,  lead  165 
read  a  second  time^  and  referred  .  -166 
reported  with  amendmenu  •>  .  .167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  -  16d 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  •>  169 
a  bill  from  the  House  oi  ftepr^entativee  in 

addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an,  read  twice     191 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed'*  -        •        -    193 
Adjournment,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  joint  resolu* 

tion  Goncemiog,  read  ....  300 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  subject 

appointed      - 302 

the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 

same  --.«..  .303 
resolution  reported,  fixing  the  6th  July  for, 

read 313 

ft  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre*    ' 

eentatives  to  the  same  effect,  read  -  -  81^ 
read  a  second  time  .  .  .  «  •  314 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  .  •  -  316 
read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in    -        -    315 
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appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
.     .the  President  of  the  United  States  toin- 
.form  bim  of  the  same    ....    821 

Affidayits  and  Bail,  a  bill  from  the  Hou«sof     ' 
Representatires  providing  for.  the  more 
convenient  taking  of,  read      •        -        -      91 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -      99 
reported  amended  ,   -        ->        •        -        -     118 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended    -^       .        -     119 
Aggressions  of  Belligerents,  papers  in  relation  to  2048 
Alien  Enemies,  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplemental  to  the  act  oon- 
cernipg,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    814 
reported  amended,  and  so  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -  .      -        -        -        -    315 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    316 
American  Manufactures,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 
resolution  to  refer  to  a  select  committee 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  Com- 
mittee appointed    -      '  -        •        -.        «  .    16 
Anderson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  th9  bill  to  raise  an 

additional-military  force  -        -        -        -      54 

remarks  of,  on  joint  resolution  for  a  recess      218 
Appointment  of  Officers,  &&,  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
,    lation  to,  referred  •        -        -        -        -    819 

Apportionment  of  Representatives,  a  bill  fiom  tjie 
Hoise  of  Representatives  for  the,  read 
twice     •       -        -        -        ...  -     .      24 
amended*  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -      26 
read  a  third  time,  end  passed  as  amended  -       27 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference,'  which 
is  granted      ------      28 

report  of  the  managem  that  they  ooold  net 

agree,  and  the  Senate  resolve  to  insist    •      81 ' 
the  House  of  ileprasentativea  receded        -      84 
Appropriations  and  Expenditures,  Mr.  Smith,  of  ' 
Maryland,  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  view  of  the,  dec.       -     172 

agreed  to 195 

report  of  the  Secretary,  in  obedience-  to  the 
resolution,  ordered  te  be  printed     -        -    201 
Annies  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  concerning 
the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 

of  the,  read 114 

read  a  second  time    -        -       ..        •        -116 
amended,  and  third  reading  refused    •        -     121 
Armstrong,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaanry  to  suspend  the  payment  of 
certain  hills  drawn  by,  read  twice  -       -    318 
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AimttroDg,  bill  for  relieCoP-^conttnned.  Pftge. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    321 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  suspension 
of  payment  of  bills  drawn  by  -        -        -  2078 
Amy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  KepresentaliTes 

making  further  pronsion  for  the  "  -  226 
read  twice  and  referred  ....  227 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading 236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    238 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  agreement  to  the  amendments  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  -    317 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for' the  more  perfect  organisation  of  the  -  303 
a  bill  from  the  Houss  of  Representatives 

making  further  provision  for  the,  read     -     318 
referred  and  reported  without  amendment  -    319 
read  a  second  and  third  fiine,  and  paised    -    320 
Anenals  and  Magazines,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  cm  the  subject  of      -      '*     126 
Aitificeta,  a  bill  from  the  Hous^  of  Representa- 
tives for  organizing  a  corp4  of         -      -  -     17B 
.  read  twice,  and  referred    ....     179 
reported  amended      -        -        -        -        -     192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -     194 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     194 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in    -    201 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  a  joint  resolution  from      j 
the  House  of  Representatives  relating  to, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        -        -     129 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 171 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     172 
Associations  for  Maritime  Security,  a  bill  respect- 
ing, read       •--..--    200 

read  a  second  time 210 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    218 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed/    ...    220 
Austin,  Moses,  and  John  R.  Jones,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bradley'  the  petition  of,  presented  at 
last  session,  was  referred  to  a  committee  -      24 

B. 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  repeal  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  incorporate  the,  reAd 
twice     .......     163 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     173 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .    •    .        .     175 

Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  pressnted  the 

petition  of  the,  praying  an  enlargement 

of  capital,  referred  -        ...        -        .     185 

bill  authorizing  the  increafe  of  capital,  read      240 

read  a  second  time     *        ...        .        .    241 

Barbary  Powers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  continue  in  force  for  a  fur- 
ther time  the  first  section  of  the  act  to 
.protect  commerce  and  seamen  against  the^ 

read 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        -      92 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....     106 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ^  .        .        .     107 
Bayard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended,  and   * 

took  his  seat 25 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  dec. 
laration  of  war       .        •  >'   .       •-        •    287 
Bayly,  Moonyoj,  election  of,  as  Dooitoeper      •      11 


Beall,  Colonel  William  Dent,  a  bill  fnm  tbs 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of; 
read      .        -        -       -       -      .     .  jjj 
read  a  second  time    .        -       .      .     .  ^^ 
referred  to  k  committee      -       *      .     .  ^^ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oi^nd 

to  a  Uiird  reading  -        -       '      -     -  tG 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •       -     •  |$3 
Benton,  Captain  Selah,  a  bfll  from  the  Hoaieof 

Representatives  for  relief  of  -      •    •  iJ9 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  ijo 

reported  witbbut  amendment     -      •    •  10 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      •    .  is 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      •     •  1)( 
Berlin  and  Milan.  Decrees,  Mr.  Reed  tobmiiled 
'  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  -      •     .19} 
amended,  and  agreed  to     -       -      •    •  Itt 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretnnj  ii 
obedience      '-        *        -       -      •     •  IR 
Bibb,  George  M.»  appointed  Senator  bj  the  U 
gislature  of  Kentucky,  was  qaalificd  lod 

took  his  seat f 

speech  o(  pn  the  resolution  for  t  nemi 
Congress       -        -        -       -      •     •  JU 
Bloren,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Leib  presented  1 

memorial  of,  referred      -       .      .     .  R 
a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  to  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  by,  read        -      -     •  lU 
^  read  a  second  time     -     •   .       -      •     •  Hi 
indefinitely  postponed        -       ...  9 
Blankets  and  Cl6thing,  Mr.  Lloyd  mbmittedi 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Man- 
ehusetts,  oflering  tor  contract  with  the 
Oovenlment  for  the-jsupply  of,  Ac-    •  K! 
Boardman  and  Pope,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  oommit- 

tee IK 

committee  dischaiged      '  .       -      -     -  31$ 
Bond,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  WortMngton  pn- 

sez&ted  a  petition  of,  referred  -      •     -  ^ 
Books  of  the  Library,  a  joint  resolution  fno  the 
House  of  Representatives,  grantiof  to  thi 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  the  use  of 
Ifae,  read  three  times,  by  comeot^ud 
concurred  in  -        -        -       -     -    •  IM 
Boston,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petitioBoffin 
hundred  mef chants  of,  rtfeired,  •adw' 
dered  to  be  printed         •       -      .    •  tf 
report  of  inexpediency  to  grant  -      •    •  tf 
subject  postponed  indelimtely    -      -     •  ^ 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  Preaident  to 

ascertain  several,  read  twice  "^      .     •  IQ 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  ^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      •     •  I^' 
returned  from  the  House  with  amaidmnti, 
and  committed       .        *       .      •     •  ^^^  j 
Bradley,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  rssohitkm  for  1       ! 

recess  -  .  .  '  -  -  "  "  '|i 
Breckenridge,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Cbipiain  » 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took 

his  seat  -        -        -       -       * ,  . 

British  American  ContinenUl  Powm,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Represent* 
atives,  autbori«In^  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  -  -  '  . 
Brown,  iTiomap^  Mr.  Cotts  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred  to  the  Spcretaiy  of  Stitt  » 
report  of  that  officer  lead  •       .      -     -  '^ 
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Brown,  Samael,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio  preaenl- 

ed  a  petition  of      -        *        -        -        -     129 
Browiiatowa»  a  bill  to  authorize  the  aunreyiog 
and  making  of  certain  roads  colitemplBted 
in  the  treaty  of,  read      ....      SI 

read  a  second  time,  referred,  reported  with-  - 
out  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a.  third 
reading  ...«.•      SI 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      33 
Bumham,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     -        -        -      31 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        .      32 
the  third  reading  refused    ....      00 

▼ote  reconsidered       -        -        •        -        -91 
third  reading  resumed,  and  the  bill  passed  -      96 
Business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib^  a  committee 
was  appointed  under  the  42d  rule  for  con- 
ducting -        -        -        -        -        -11 

on  diotion  of  Mr.  Gilman«  the  same,  un- 
der the  SSd  rule  for  conducting       -        -       11 


Campbell,  George  W.,  ai^pointed  i^  Senator  1^ 
the  Legislature  of  Tenneseee,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    .        -        •        •        9 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

mifitary  force 66 

remarks^  of,  on  the  joint  rspolution  for  a  re- 
cess        -        -    213 

Campbell,  Alexander,  of  Ohio,  attended,  ^thd  took 

his  seat       •.,...        ^        •        -       18 
Capitol,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reppeaent- 
atiTes,  making  appropriations  ladisohaige 
all  outstanding  claims  for  work  done  on 
the,  read        -        -        -        -        •        -    343' 
read  a  seconi)  time,  and  referred        -        -    345 
reported  with  amendments         ...    303 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •    308 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    311 
the  House  of  Representatives  i^ree  and  die- 
agree,  and  the  Sedate  recede  -        -        -    313 
Capttirei,  Mr..  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to  -        •        -        -    161 
amended,  and  agreed  to    •        -        •,       -    163 
a  report  from  the  Secrstaiy  of  State  in  reply    810 
the  said  report  in  full         ....  3003 
Carroll,  of  Carrolton,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland 
presented  a  memorial  o^  and  othen,  dep- 
recating war  -       -        .        .        •        •    363 
Cenane,  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes  liamh 
mitted  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  relation  to  the  -        -        •        .      30 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  directed  to  obtain  the  number 
of  printed  eopies  apportioned  to  the  Senate      2 1 
Chaplains,  Mr.  Varnum  submitted  a  reaolution 
for  the  appointment  of  two,  of  different  de- 
nominations -        -        -        -        -        -16 

resolution  agreed  «to 18 

Charleston,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  sundry  reso- 
lutions (if  the  citizens  of,  approving  the 
measures  of  .Government,  oidered  to  be 

printed 368 

Clarke,  John,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  petition 

oS,  referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -     183 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -      .  -    399 
Clajy  Henry,  a  mesaage  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, announced  the  eieetion  of,  as 
Speaker 10 


Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  DepartmenI, 

stating  the  sums  respectively  paid  to   •  -      99 
similar  report  froiii  the  Postmaster  General '        99 
similar  report  from  the  Department  of  War      103 
Clinton,  George^  Vice  President  of  the  United 

btates,  the  death  of,  announced      -        - '  306 
Collection  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Treae-  . 
ury,  steting  the  emolnmente  of  ottcers 
employed  in  the    -        -        •        -        -     167 
Collectors  of  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  dte.,  a  Hll  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  -        •        -        •-  147 
third  reading  lefused         -        -        ...    175 
Commerce  and  Coasts,  a  bill  more  e£fectiially  to 

protect  the,  read    .••-..    33Q 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -       *•    333 
Commercial  Intercourse,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the 

supplementeiy  act  concerning,  read        -      94 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -    106 

recommitted  to  a 'edeet  committee     -        -    163 
said  committee  discharged  -  -    839 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  resolution  to  repeal  all 

acts  concerning     •        .        .        .        .    3S7 
reaolution  negatived    -      •        •        -        •    339 
Confidential  Pcoceedings    •     •        •        •        .    366 
Congress,  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meot- 

ingof,  read -    318 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

the  same  efiect,  read      ....    313 

read  a  second  time    -        •        •        -        •    314 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •     -        -        •    815 

read  a  third  time,  and  passeA     •        -        -    317 

Conklin  and  Pierson,  Mr.  German  presented  a 

petition  oi,  referred        ....    306 
Connecticut,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  in,  re^d         -        •        -        •     113 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -     113 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  United 

Steles  transmitted  an  account  of     -        •     100 
Cope,  Thomas  P.,  Mr;  Gre^g  preseated  the  peli- 

.  tion  o^  referred      -        •        •        •        .    317 
Corcoran,  Thomas,  and  others^  Mr.  Anderson 

presented  a  memorial  of,  refened    -        -    HI 
Crawford,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the-  bill  oonoamiBg 

the  Naval  Es^blishment        -        •       -    149 
election  of,  as  Prssident  of  the  Senate  pro 

Urn 177 

Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasury,  on 

the  subject  of  the  •  •  .  .  .  113 
referred  to  a  committee  .  •  •  •  149 
,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read  -  -  •  •  304 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  ••  •  306 
ordered  to  a  third  reading'-  -  -  -  310 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        •    319 

D. 
Deferred  Stocks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of   Repre- 
sentatives, respecting      -        «        -        -  317 
read  and  referred       - ,      •        •        -        -  317 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -319 
read  a  third  time*  and  passed  ,  •        -        •  330 
Depajture  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentetives  authorizing  the, 
in  certein  cases      -        -        •        -        -  30§ 

read  a  first  time 307 

read  a  second  time    .        -        •        -        -  309 

ordered  ^  a  third  reading  •        •        •        -  311 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •       •        •  31S 
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BeUehmeQt  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaee  of 

Repreaentativetf  to  aathorize  a,  read        -  119 

read  a  second  time)  and  referred        -        -  120 

reported  with  amendmenta        ...  i26 

recommitted  to  a  eelect  committee      -        -  129 

reported  with  amendmenta        •        -        -  1^7 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  aa  amended  -  192 
the  House  of  Repreaentatives  agreed,  with 

an  amendment        -        .        .        .        .  193 

in  which  the  Senate  concurred  -        -        -  194 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject,  which  was'agreed  to  -  246 
n^ieport  from  the  SecreUry  of  War,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution,  read  and  referred  248 
Cfae  committee  reported  a  biU  supplementary' 

to  the  act  authorising  a,  raad^  ...  262 

read  a  second  time    -        •       ..     •   .        •  263 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  266 

reported  with  amendments        -       ^        .  297 
mdered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended,  read 

third  time,  and  passed    ....  300 

Detroit*  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 

relating  to  lands  in  the  district  of, 'read    •  186 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred     ^  -        -  190 
rq)orted  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading    ...        -        -        .        -  192 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     l        .        .  200 
Diaability  of  Judges,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  relation  to  the         -        -  166 
read  a  first  time        .....  167 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        «        -  168 

reported  with  amendmenta      >.        .       .  171 

adored  to  a  third  reading^  -        >>        ...  173 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  173 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree   to 

the  amendment,  and  the  Senate  receded'  176 
returned  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
with  objections  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives,  who  resolved  that  the  bill  do  not 
paas      -        -        -.,      .        -       ..        .196 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives concerning  the  Levy  Court 

in  the,  read  twice,  and  referred        -    >    -  127 

reported  amended  '   -        .        •        .        .  185 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  ....  199 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  200 
the    House  of  Representatives  disagree  to' 

the  amendments    .....  248 

the  Senate  receded    »        ...        .        .  304 

a  bill  to  provide  fer  the  moie  effectual  organ- 
isation of  the  mUitia  in  the^  read  twice, 

and  referred-    ......  245 

reported  amended      -        ...        .        .  249 

erdered  to  a  third  rief  ding  ....  250 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased      -      .  -        •  250 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
feiring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court, 

Ac,  read  twice      ^        .        •        .        .  246 

referred  to  a  committee  *    .      '-        •        .  249 

reported  amended      .....  263 

'  oidered  to  &  third  reading  as  amended        .  265 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  as  amended  >  299 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  . 

amend  the  laws  in  the,  read    .        «i        «.  247 

read  a  second  time    ......  248 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  249 

reported  amended      .....  263 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  266 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  299 


Pi««. 
Documents,  Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  of  a  bin  to  an- 

thorize  the  transportation  of,  ^bc    -        -      16 
a'biH  to  frank  certain,  read  twice,  and  orders 

ed  to  a  third  reading  ^     -        -         -        -      17 
postponed  indefinitely        -        •         -        -     19 
DooriLeeper    and    Sergeant-at-Arms,    Monntjoy 

Bayly  elected II 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  iht, 

was  authorized  to  employ  an  assistant,  Ac.     }( 

Drawback,  a  bill  from  (he  House  of  Represcsli- 

tives  to  extend  the  time  of  exporting  viik 

privilege  of,  read    -        -  -      •  tl6 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  &ri 

reading    -     -        .        .        -         -       •  247 

read  the  Chfrd  time     -        -        -         -       •  248 

.  referred  to  a  commiUee      -        -        -       -   Ul 

E, 
Embargo,  a  confidential  message  fit>m  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  reoommendiBg 
an,  referred    ...         -         -        -    igr 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

(confidentially)  laying  an,  read        -       -187 
read  a  seebnd  titee    -        -        -        -       -    18S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  amended — read  a 

third  time,  and  passed    -        -         .       -   19 
a  confidential  ipessage  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  they  have  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  that  the  Speaker 
had  signed  the  bill        -        -         -       -    IS) 

on  motion  of  Mr.*  Anderson,  the  injanclaoa 
of  secrecy  wss  jtaken  ofil  Ac  -        -        -   IfS 
Encounter  at  Sea,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resoln- 
tion  respecting  an,  between  an  Ameri- 
can frigate  and  a  British  ship  of  war      -     15 
Enemies,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeotap 

tives  to  prohibit  vessels  from  trading  with    314 
read  a  first  time         -        -        .         -       .   3ie 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -       -   316 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  thiid 
time,  and  passed  as  ainended  -       .319 

Engineeni,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  gave  Botiee 
of  a  bill  making  ftirther  proTiaioii  fer  the 
corps  of-        -        -        -        -        --16 

a.blU  to  that  effect  read,  dtc.        ...    18 

read  a  second  time,  and  refenred  -       -19 

reported  without  amendment      ...      24 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     27 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -     2B 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -        -        -        -        -    S16 

ameudmehts  concurred  in  ...    217 

Erie  Canal,  the  President  of  the  United  States 

transmitted  copies  of  an  act  of  the  Lcgie- 

iatnre  Qf  New  York  in  relation  lo  the, 

dec.,  referred  ..... 

Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial 

of 

Evasions  and  infractions  of  Commercial  Laws, 
Mr.  OUes  submitted  a  reeolution  respect- 
ing         

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Executive  Proceedings,  Journal  of  - 
Exportation  of  Specie,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  prohibit,  read  twice, 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  paased  - 
sent  confidentially  to  the  Hooae  of  Repire- 
aentativea,  who  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments    ......         .    203 
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Page. 
Extra  CimipeDiation,  Mr.  Leib  rabmittod  »  ra«- 
olution  to  allow,  to  certain  lenrmatf,  6ce., 

read 307 

read  a  lecond  time    -        -      .  -        ...    308 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -313 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMed     ^       .        .    819 

F. 
Feliciana,  a  petition  ^f  the  inhabitants  of,  r»> 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for 
the  admieeion  of  Louieiana  into  the  Un ion     1 77 
Field  Exercise,  a  lettor  from  Colonel  Alexander 

8myth»  req>e9ting,  dec.  •        -        -        -    321 
Finances,  an  exhibit  of,  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment      .        ^        .        •        •        .  9046 
First  Circuit,  a  bill  to  altor  the  time  for  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  ih  the,  read  twice,  and 

referred         124 

reported  with  amendments  .       •        -        •169 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -     170 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed  with  amend* 
ments    ----...     172 
Foreign  Coins,  a  report  from  the  Treasuij  in 

relation  to     -        •        -   .     -        •        •25 
Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reao* 

lution  respecting  our,  disagreed  to  -        •    18^ 

Forfeited  Recognisances,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  RepresenUtives  for  remission  o(  wtilh- 

in  the  District  of  Columbia     •        •        •    252 

read  a  first  time        •        -  ^      -        -        •    267 

read  a  second  time    •        •        -        •     •  •     258 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -     «  -        •    262 

France,  a-  correspondence  concerning  our  rela* 

tions  with      .....'  lOO,  246 
France  and  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  our  relations  with  •       16 
agpreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed '       -       16 
Friend,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a 

memorial  of  the  Society  of,  referred        •      22 
committee  diaoharged        -      ,  -        -        -    818 
Frigate  Chesapeake,  the  President  of  the  United 
Stetes  transmitted  a  oorrespondenee  show- 
ing that  the  affair  of  the,  had  been  satis- 
fiictorily  adjusted  -        - .       -        •        •20 
Fulton,  Robert,  and  astociates,  a  bill  for  relief  of 

read  ^        -        -        -        ...        -28 
read  a  second  time    .....      29 
recommitted  to' a  select  committee      .        .      32 
•  said  committee  reported  a  bill  extending  the 

time  of  certein  patent  rights,  tead  -  •  84 
read  a  second  time  •  ....  66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  90 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ,  •  92 

G. 

Ouinble,  William,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti-     , 
tion  of,  referred  to  Treasury  Department     251 
report  from  the  Secretory  thereon       .        •    257 
Garrard,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of«  read    •        -    246 
read  a  second  time,  and  refon^ed         -        •    247 
reported  without  amendm^t,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        .        ^        .        .    248 
read  a  third  time,  and  pAssed   •  -        • '      -    250 
-General  Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  read  a 

third  time,  and  passed    ...        -        .131 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativee 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in       -    21 1 


report  from  the  Con 


neroftha       364,8061 


P*g«. 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  RepresentetiTes  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

referred 128 

reported  without  amendment,'  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 186 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -     16f 
Georgia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
fying tiie  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
in  relation  to  titles,  &e.  .        -        -    119 

Georgetown  Lancaster  School,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  incorporate, 
read  twice,  and  referred  .        -        •     12S 

reported  without  amendment     ...     167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        *        .        -     170 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •     17t 
German,'  Mr.^  speech  oU  on  the  bill  dedaring  war    271 
Giiesy  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an 

additional  military  force         -        -        •      85 
'  on  the  bill  to  authorise  volunteen       -    107,  169S 
Goddard,  John,  Mr.  Cutto  presented  a  memorial 

of,  referred 1        -    9di8 

Goldsborough,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Vamum 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    r        •    ^MIS 
committee  discharged        -        •        -        •  '  820 
Gordon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  the 

pedtieu  o(  referred        •        ...      88 
an  idverse  report  thereon  agreed  to  -        •    18S 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Represent- 
atives for  support  of,  read       •        •        -    IIS 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    1 14 
reported  with  amendmente         -        •        •121 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •    128 
recommitted;  reported,  with  amendmente      124 
read  a  third  time,  and' passed  as  amended  •    128 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  additional  appropriations  (or  sup- 
port of,  read  ......    219 

read  a  second  time 228 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    288 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred   ...    287 
reported  without  amendment,  and  passed  •    287 
Great  BritainT  the  President  communicated  pa- 
pers in  relation  to,  referred    -        -      1 00, 108 
of  which  one  thousand  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  .        .        .        •        •    168 

H. 

Handbook  of  Infentiy,  Mr.  DuaneV,  received 

and  acknowledged         >.'    .        •        -'808 
Harrison,  Governor  W.  H.,  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislatbre   of    Indiana   approving  the 
conduct,    and    praying  the  re-appoint- 
ment df,  referred  -••'--      01 
Hazen,  Charlotte,   Mr.  Bredley  presented  the 

petition  H>f,  referred        -        •        -        -      28 
a  bin  for  relief  of,  read,  dtc.        ...     108 
Henry,  John,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resoltition 

relating  to  the  disclosures  of  -        -       -     168 

amended,  and  agreed  to    .        .        -      '  -    168 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  is 

not  in  possession  of  ilames,  Ac.  -     169 

Hemp,  a  petition,  respecting  the  culture  of        -  2064 

Henry,  Alexander,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memo* 

rial  of,  referred      .....    200 
committee  discharged        ....    819 
Hofihuin,  Peter, .  Mr.  Smiih  of  Maijland  pre- 

•eented  a  petition  of,  referred  -  '     •        -    208 
adverse  report  thoreon  agreed  to        •        •211 
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Page. 
Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd.  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

York  presented  a  petition  oU  referred      -      33 
Howellr  Jeremiah,  B.,  appointed  Senator  by  the 
Legislatare  of  Rhode  Island,  wai  quali- 
fied, dtc ^9 

Hubbanf,  Henry,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti-' 

tion  of,  referred      .....       94 

HttbbeU,  Eiekiel,  a  bill  from  the  Hou«e  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  empower  the  Secretaxy  <of 
the  Treasnfy  to  decide  in  the  case  of,  read 
a  first  tim<^    -        -        •        -        •>        -  .    95 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        .      97 
reported  with  amendments        ...     102 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -     103 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  amended  -     104 
HttbbeU,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
refentatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and 
referred  -        -        -        -        -        -     186 

reported  without /amendment    -        -    .    .     199 
oi^red  to  a  third  reading  -        ,        .        .     200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -201 
Humiliation  and  Prayer,  Mr.  Anderson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  sppointa  day  of,  rea^        ...    303 
read  a  second  time '  -        •        -        -     .  -     305 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  ,  -        -.    305 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -     '  .        -        .     307 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    310 
Hunter,  'William,  appointed  A  Senator. by- the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  was  qualified 
&c.       -        -        -        -        -        -».  -23 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  biTl  Gupptemental  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on, 
read  twice      -        -        - .       -        -        .95 
amended  and  ordered  td  a  third  reading  .  -     103 

read  a  third  time 104^ 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee    -        -     106 
reported  with  an  amendment      -        -^    -     115 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -161 
Impressments,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  a 
■  committee  was  appointed  to  request  cer- 
tain information  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to    -        -        .817 
report  from  SccreUry  of  State  in  reply  ,321,  2016 
India,  a  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  vessels  from 

any  of  the  ports  of,  read  ?  •  *  -  ^25 
read  a  second  time  •  -  '•  -  -  226 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -     228 

>  read  ti  third  time,  and  passed    -    '  .  •«        -    236 
Indian  Affairs^  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  refer  to  a  select  committee  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  -        -       16 
the' motion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed on    -        -        -        •        -  .      •»       18 
Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of;  praying  certain  grants  of  land   -      88 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 

be  admitted  into  the  Union,  inferred     -.     91 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 
mittee to  revise  the  act  to  divide  .  •        -     168 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -     170 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
,    supplemental  to  the  act  for  dividing,  read    248 

read  a  second  time 249 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  tlme^ 
and  passed 250 


Indian^  on  moti6n  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maiylaiid, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  soch 
information  as  he  may  possess,  respecting 
the  intentions  of  the        -        -         -        -    299 

Infantry,  a  bill  fnm  •  the  House  of  RcpreaeBta- 
tiv'es  for  the  mbre  perfect  organization  of 
the,  read  twice  and  referred     '         -        -347 
reported^  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  tkbd 
reading  -        -        -        -         -      .-    252 

read  a  tl]^  time  and  passed  as  Amended  -  2S7 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  tke 

amendments  and  ask  a  conference        -  312 
conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed  )8^ 
Ingraham,  Nathaniel  6.,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith 
of  New  York  presented  the  petition  of^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury        ....         -        -    113 

.  report  of  that  officer  read  -        -         -        -    194 

papers  referred  to  a  select  cotnmittee  -        -    SIS 
a  hill  to  disdiarge».ftom  impHsonment,  read    SI7 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -         -        -   SIS 

recommitted      -        -  "     -        -         -        -  tS5 

re)»orted  without  amendment      -         -        -   243 
postponed  indefinitely        •        -         -        -   9tf> 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Rep- 
resentatives respecting,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        -         -         -        .   303 

reported,  amended     ...         -        -    307 
ordeked  toll  third  reading  -        -         -        -   311 

read  a  third  tii^e  and  passed  as  amended   •   313 

J. 

Jefierson  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authoiiaing  the  l^ecretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  to  locate  lands  reserved  far 
the  use  of,  read  ttrice     -         -         -        -    IIS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -   .     -         -        -129 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         *        -    ISl 
Judges  of  the  United  States,  a  biU  respecting  the, 

read  twioe      -        -        -         ...    841 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -     -  -       .21^ 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  bill  from'  the  House  of  Repnsnt- 
atives  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  district  o^  read    -         -        .       .      91 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        .       .     93 
reported  without  amendment      -         -        -114 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         •        -    115 
read,  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         -        .116 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  a   land  .district  in  Illinois,  east 
of  the  district  of,  read     -         -         -        -     119 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         .        .    ISC 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        .132 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -        -    134 
read  a  third  time*  mid  passed.  .  -        -        .134 
Kentucky^  Mr.  Pope  submitted  sundry  resolo- 

tiohs  of  the  Legislature  of      -        -        -    165 
the  resolution  respecting  puUic  roads  in,ro- 
ierred  to  a  coQimittee      -        -         -        -Ida 
Ktttery,  Elliott,  and  Berwick,  Mr.  Cutts  gave 
.      notice  of  a  bill  to  annex,  to  the  district  of 
Portsmouth   --.---     2^ 
a  bill  to  that  efifect  was  jread  twice      .         .39 
indefinitely  poatponed        -        -        .        .169 
Mr.  Varnunpi  presented  a-  petition  that  the 
bill  above  mentioned  may  not  pass  -        .94 
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Knight,  Lttoutenatit  Simeon,  Mr.  Bradlej  pre- 
aented  a  petition  o(  referred  to  the  ray- 
master  General      -        -        -   .     -        -    211 
report  of  aaid  officer  on  the  aame'       -  '      •    217 
KnoxYilIe,  a'  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tives  to  alter  the  time 'for  holding  the 
circuit  court  for  Bast  Tennessee  at»  read     126 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -     ■    -     126 
reported  amended     • .      -        •        -        -     161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     162 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    163 
L. 

Landais,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  New  York  pre- 
sented a  petition  of        -        -        -     .'  -     183 
referred  to  a  committee      -    ,,    -        -        -     114 
an  adverse  report  on  the  same   ...    247 
th^  report  of  the  committee  agreed  to        -    248 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a  General,  read 

-twice     -        -        -        -        -        -        -     107 

recommitted      - 116 

.    reported  amended      -        -        -        -  '     -     128 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  -      -        -     129 
read  a  third  tifhe,  and  passed     ...     130 
Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
directing  the  terms'  on  which,  reverting 
in  failure  of  payment,.shall  again  be  sold, 

•   read       -. 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .  93 
reported  without  amendment'  ...  95 
orderisd  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  ,  •  97 
read  a  third  time,.and  passe'd  -  .  '  .  98 
Lapsley,  Samuel,  (See  Lm/iS,  John,)  '  ' 
Letters  of  Marque,  ^c,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  concerning,  read/ twice  801 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  302 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with 

amendments 308 

Library,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Represent* 
stives  that  they  have  appointed  a  joint 
committee,  read      -        .      *  .      '  .        .28 
'  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the.  part  of 

the  Senate  appointed     -        •        -        -      26 
a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of  the,  read    -        -        -        .<•        -      24 
read  a  secondr  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......      35 

read  a  third  time,  and.  passed     ...      36 
Light-Houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  authorizing   the    purchase   of 
Lewis's  potent  for  an  in\proved  method 
of  lighting,  read  twice,'  and  referred        -125 
reported  wi^  amendments         -        -        -128 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -180 

read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendments     130 
ldsle»  John,  -and  others,  (heirs  of  Samuel  Laps- 
ley,)  Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred -     122 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        - '      -     130 

read  a  second  time 147 

the  third  reading  refused  -        -        .        -     174 
Livingston,  R.  R.,  and  Robert  Fulton,  Mr.  Giles 

presented  th»  petition  of,  referred  .-        >      23 
(Q^  Fulion^Roieri.) 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Mass^chusefls,  attended  and 

'  took  his  seat 15 

speech  of,  On  the  bill  concerning  the  Travel 
Establishment        ......     131 

on  the  Boe(9n  memorial    ....    231 
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Loan,  a  bill  from  the  Qduse  of  Repreeentatives 

authorizing  a«  read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  with  amendments         ^        «.       . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .  .      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
a  hill  Irom  the  House  of  Representat^vea 

supplemei^tal  to  the  act  authoriiing  a» 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments,  read  three  ttmei, 

and  passed  as  amanded  .        .        * 
J^ouisiana,  a  biM  to  admit  the  ^te  oT,  into  the 

Union,  read  -        -        .  -      . 
read  a  seeond^time    -      .  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
recommitted  to  the  eommittee  on  the  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

same  tenor    -        -        -        -  ,     - 
a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives  to 

the  same  effect  twioe  read,  a6d  referred  ^ 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third' time,  and  passed  as  ameoded  - 
a  bill  to  enlarge"  the  limits  of  the  State  of, 
.  read  -  •  '^  • 
read  aseoond  time  -*  -  .  -  .  4. 
orderad  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  thne,  and  passed  «  -  • 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  admit,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

-reading  -        -        -    .   - 

read  a  third  time  by  ednsent,  and  passed    • 
Louisiana  Lead  Company,, a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read        -        - 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five    - 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
recommitted      .        i        -        - 
reported  amended,     ... 
oidered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  tinle,  knd  passed  as  gimendcd  - 

Lyon,  Matthew,  a  memorial  of,  praying  repay* 
ment  of  a  fine,  read        -        -        -        - 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  Repre* 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read    > .    '  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned  -        -        -      ,  -        -        • 


129 
147 
166 

in 


817 
818 

320 

171 
173 
175 


176 

176 
179 
184 
186- 

t» 
IBS 
186 
194 
240 

241 
241 

101 
161 
168 
174 
175 
176 
178 
181 

19 

815 

816 


Maine,  District  of,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in 
the,  read        ......      21 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading-        -        -        .     '   .      '  -        -      22 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  passed    -        •        -      22 
Maritime  Frontier,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  further  appropriation 
for  defence  of,  twice  read       -        -        -     117 
referred  to  a  committee      ....    120 

reported  with  amendments         ...     161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     168 

read  a  third  timC)  and  passed  with  amend- 

menU    -> 168 

Mr.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  fi^m  dtiiens 
of  Maryland,  praying  measures  for  de- 
fence of         252 
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Maritime  Frontier— continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Representatives 
Ibr  farther  defence  of  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  •'       -        -        -        '-        -    314 

reported  without  amendnient,  read  a  third 
time,  and, passed    -        ....        .    316 
JfMon's  Islands  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatWes  to  authorize  a  canal  around  the 
causeway  of,  read  -        -        -     ^  .        .    523 
read  a  second  time    •        -        .    .    .      >  .     225 
referred  to  a  committee      •        -        -        *    226 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        «    250 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -    251 
read  a  third  timej  and  passed  with  am.end- 
'     ments    -.-....    268 
Massachusetts,  resolutions  and  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  against  war-      ...    250 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Brent  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  the  charter  of 

the        -        - 148 

referred  to 'a  select  committee  -  •  •-  148 
a  bill  toJncoi^ate  the,  read  -  •  -169 
read  a  second  tiino    .        .^        .        .        .     170 

recommitted      -       ^ 177 

reported  with  am endmentQ  -  -  -  184 
ordered  io  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  200 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
.  amended,  and  concurred  in  •  •  -'  240 
Merchant  Vessels,  Mr.  Dava  submitted  a  resola* 

Hon  relating  to  the  arming  o'f  -        -    .    -     199 
agreed  to,  |ind  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee       -       . 201 

a  bill  concerning  the  arming  of,  for  defence, 

read      ^        .        .        .        4        •        .    209 
read  a  'second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  tlurd 

reading 218 

Message,  the  Presiden^>  Annual      •        -        -      11 
three  hundred  oopies-.of-  the  above  and  doc- 
uments, ordered  to  "be  printed  -        -       12 
Mr.  Oiles  offered  sundry  resolutions  to  refer 

the,  to  select  committees        •        -        -       15 
another,  from  the  President  of  the  UniWd 
States,  with  supplementary  documents    -       17 
Michigah^  a  memorial  of  the  citizens,  of,  praying 

protection  agaipst  the  Indians         -        -      88 
MiUiary  Bounty  Lands,  a  Mil  for  designating, 

surveying,  dec., read       •'      -        -        *     166 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -        .        -     167 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  feadilkg     -     183 
read  a  third  timet  and  passed      -        -        -     l84 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in     •  -    226 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  to  complete  the  ex- 
isting, read    -        -        -        -        .        -      29 
read  a  second  time     -        •        -        .        .      30 
amended,  and  ordeifcd  to  a  third  reading    -      32 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously       33 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the,  read      -        -        «     116 
read  a  second,  time    -        -.      -        .        -     118 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .,     120 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        r     121 
reported  with  amendments         -        •        -     126 
ordered  to  a. third  reading  as  amended,  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     127 
'    returned  from'  the  House  of  Representatives ' 

"  with  amendments 174 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -     175 
the  Senate  disagree  to  all  the  amendments, 
and  ask  a  conference      -        -        -        -176 


m 
m 

181 
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Military  Establishment — continued.  p_ 

the  House  of  Representatives  innst,  md 
ag^ee  to  a  conference     .... 

report  of  the  Managers  agreed  to,  and  tbe 

bill  modified  -        -        -       .       .      . 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  the 

modifications         -        .... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representttirn 

making  additional  appropriationa  for  tbe 

read  a  first  time        -        .       .       .     , 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  . 

Military  Peace' Establishment,  i|bin  8upplem». 

tal  to  the.  act  fixiiig  a,  read     - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  - 

reported  afaiended,  and  ordered  to  a  thiri 

reading  -        -        .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentitiTei 

making  provision-  Ibr  arming  the  whole 

bod.y  of,  read  -^ .      -        -        ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened  -       •     . 

reported  with  amendments         -       .     . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  . 

Milledgeville,  (Georgia,)  resolution  of  the  dii- 

zens,  of  expressing  confidence  in  the  Got- 

emment        -        ...... 

Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  * 
reported  without  amendment    -       •     • 
the  third  reading  refused    .... 

Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  1 
bill  for  relief  of      -.       -       -  .   •     • 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  refened  • 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -     • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  tiui- 
mitted  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  • 
Miscellaneous  CUims,  a  statement  of  moneji  ex- 
pended in  the  discharge  of,    - 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  resolution  of  the  Legii- 
lature  of,  to  support  the  Administritioji. 
dtc, read       -        ...        ... 

a  hill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTato 
.  enable  the  people  of^  to  form  a  ooaitiUi- 
tion,  read 'twice, 'and  referred  •  • 
report  of  said  committee  -  ... 
postponed  indefinitely  -  ... 
a  joint  resolution  authorizing  a  censas  to  be 

taken  of  the  people  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time    -        ,       .       .     • 
-ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

postponed  indefinitely        .        .       .      • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReoresenUtivei  to 
confirm  Certain  grants  under  the  Spanish 
Oovcrnment  -        -.       -        -       -      •  23! 


read  twice,  and  referred  .  .  •  • 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to'  a  third  reading  -  .  -  -  * 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
'  confirming  certain  grants  by  the  British 

Government 

read  a  first  time    , 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment.    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •       -      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 


55; 
363 
901 
90! 


xvu 


INDEX. 


xviu 


Senate  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Miflsiaiippi  Territory — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  ask- 
ing the  consent  of  Georgia  to  divide,  into 

ttfo  States,  read 252 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     267 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...    259 
Mitcbitt,  Richard,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  pe- 

tition  of         -        -        -        *        -        .     169 
referred  to  the  committee  on  fiJtreshly's  pe- 
tition      172 

Morris,  Gourerneur,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 

pented  a  memorial  of,  referred         -       .  -      87 
the  committee  discharged  ...    300 

Munitions  of  War,  a  hill  making  appropriations 

to  procure,  dec,  read  twice     -        -        -      30 

read  a  third  time       '      .  * .       -        *        -      85 

recommitted      -        .     '  .        -        -        >'     98 

postponed  indefinitely        ^        -        .       '.lift 

McConnell,  Matthew,  and  others,  of  the  Penn- 

sylTania  Lin^,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  peti- 

tionbf  -        -        -        -        .      ■  .        -     107 

N. 
Natoralitation,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativee  supplemental  to  the  act  conP 
•    cemifig,  read  twice    •     -  \    -        .'      -    314 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Alien  Enemiea    317 
reported  without  amendneikt,  read  a  third 
time,  and  paased     .....    318 

Naval  Establishment,  a  fa(U  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning  the       -      -  •     107 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        •-      ^        •     JU 
reported  with  amendroenta         -        -      '  •*     126 
farther  amended,  an^oidered  to  a  third 

reading  •       *.        -        -        *        -    164 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  aa  amended  *  *  166 
tbe  Houiie  of  Repfesefitatives  agree  to  the 
first  and  disagree  to  the  other  amend- 
ments   ........     171 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -     172 
the  House  of  Representatives  Insist,  and 

agree  to  the  conference  -      ' -•       -        «     174 
report  of  the  managers       ....    1^6 

the  modifications  recommended  agreed  to  -     178 
Naval  Peace  Establishment,  the  act  supplemen- 
tal to  the  act  providing  for  a,  was,  on  mo- 
tion, referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  what  amendments  thereto  were 
necessary       .......    245 

report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -    249 

Nary,  report  on  the  expenditures  of  appropria- 
tions for  the '  -  -  ^  92 

another  report  from  the.  Department,  in 

obedience  to  the  act  regulating  clerks,  dec      96 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represetttativea  for 

support  of  the,  read  -  -  «  -  117 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  1 18 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  .  ..  122 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  123 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  124 
Navy  Pension  Ifund,  report  fr«Mn  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  qn  the  subject  of  the-  -        .  '     97 
Newcastle,  Delaware,  'Mr.  Bayard  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of,  prayingmeas. 
ares  of  defence  of  their  port,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War     .        ^        .        .    306 
report  of  that  officer  thereon       ...    310 
New  Jersey,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated  a  resolutien  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,       104 


Page. 
New  Orleans,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relinquiahing  .a  certain  lot  to 
the  corporation  of,  read  -        -        -        -     171 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     172 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  -  '  .   -        -        .179 
a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  dbe.  of,  praying  the' 
extension  o{  a  street       -        -        -        .    306 
New  York,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of 

an  additional  Judge  for  the  District  of,  read     1 95 

read  a  second  time   ' 197 

referred  to  a  committee      -        •        -        -     199 
reported  amended      ...        .        .        .    204 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -   ,     -        •    208 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed'     -  '      -        -    209 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  merchants  of,  deprecating  war    -    254 
ordered  to  be  printed         ....    256 

copy  of  the  proceedings  of  sundty  citizens 
o^  approving  the  measures  of  Government    310 
Nicholson,  Mary,  Mr#  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 126 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -    '    .        -     148 
North  Bend,  a  bill  from  the  £touse  of  Hepretent- 
ativos  to  authoriaee  a  road  from  Greenvilfe 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -      31 
reported  without  amendment     -      '  -        -      90 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 92 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     -       '•        -98 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  General  A«- 

aembly  of,  apptoviog  the  Message,  dbo.    - «     92 
a  biU  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district  courts  * 
'  o^  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -      99 
^    reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    •        -        •     *  .  -*     .     lOO 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  Of,  ratifying 
the  amendment  to,  the  Constitation  on  the 
subject  of  titles,  dbc.       -       ^        -        -     104 

O. 
O'Bannon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Tait  presented  a  peti- 
tion of;  referred  to  a  committee     r      «  -      S3 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        .        •      26 
ordered  to  a*  third  reading  -        •        .        .      27 
read  a  third  time,  and  ptased     -        -        -      27 
O'Cousier,  Lewia  Gex,  and  othera,  Mr.  Pope  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  relating  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine   -        -        *        -        -    125 
Ogden,  Abram,  Mr.  Condict  printed  a  petition 

of;  read,  and' erdered  to  be  printed        •      87 
Ohio,  Mr.  Worthington  presented  a  petition  of 

the  Legislature  o^  relating  to  boundaries      94    ^ 
Mjr.  Campbell  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing       -        -        -        -•-■-,-     116 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -     118 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  .R^presentativea 
granting  further  time  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
.  lie  lands  northwest  of  the  river,  read      -    311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    313 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 316 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -    317 
Old  CUy  Hall,  (New  YorkJ  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchaie 
or  lease  the,  for  the  use  of  Government, 

read -        -197 

reid  a  third  time,  and  referred    -.       -  *    ,-     198 
reported  amended 204 
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Page. 
Ordnance,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  better  regulation  of-  the        -     236 
read 4wice,  and  referred     -        -       '- '      -     227 
reported  w^th  amendmenUi  and  ordered  to 

E' third  reading 236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  '-     238 
Ordnance  Stores,  a  "bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  purchase  x>f, 
read       -        »        --        -        -        -^6 
read  a  third  time,  ant)  referred   -        -        -      96 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
ume,  and  passed    .....       99 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Hoyse  of  Representa- 
tives ej[ tending 'the  time,  for  opening  the 
several  laqd  offices  in  the   Territory  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred .        .        •.        .       22 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  -  .  .  .'  '  .  24 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -  25 
Orr,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  -  .  -166 
read  a  first  time  .....  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  .168 
reported  without  amendment .   -        •        *     172 

third  reading  refused .175 

amended,  ai^d  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     185 
read  a  thicd  timp,  and  passed,  with  amend-  . 
menti    -        -        ...        -        -  .     -     186 


Page,  Joseph  Witlington,  Mr.  Gaillarti  presented 

.    a  petition  of  -        -     .   •> 
Parker,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  printed  i 
memorial  of;  ordered  to  be  prinied 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State        -  .      - 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smjth  of  Ma- 
ryland presented  a  petition  of  •• 
referred  to  a  committee  on  a  similar  subject 
Pay  and  Rations  of  Navy  Officers,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  liloyd,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  on  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        .     '  . 
Pearl  River,  a  bilf  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  re)ief  of  the  Board  of  Com< 
missioners  wiMt  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time    <>        •        . 
referred  to  a  c:elect  committee    - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  jreading  . 
read  a  thivd  time,  and  passed     - 
Peck,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
pentatives  authorizing  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment         .... 
read  a  first  time        ..... 
read  a  secjond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        •        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  cemmunicated  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
resolutions  of  the  first  Congressional  district 
of,  relating  to  preparations  for  war 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  froqi  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of   ^  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 


.     267 

U8 
163 

197 
200 


127 


121 
122 
123 
161 
109 
•163 


252 

867 
258 
262 
298 
300 

89 

-  246 

252 
257 

261 
263 


Pige. 
Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  petition 
of;  referred   -        -        -         -         -        -     SO 

(See  Steamboats.) 
Phillips,  J.  and  E.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  me- 
morial of;  read      r        -        -         -        -      18 

referred  to  si  select  committee     -         -        -      19 
Pinkney,  Captain  Ninianr  Mr.  Leib  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  -        - .        -       .224 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ....    S25 

read  a  second  time     .....   237 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   236 
Pope,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  ibr 

recess .213,111 

Porter,  David,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  a  petition 

of;  referred   -..-.-     t8 
committee  discharged,  and  the  subject  indeP- 
initely  postponed    -        -        -         -        -    185 
.P^ortuguese  vessels,  Mr.  Gregg  submitted  a  reso- 
lution relating  to ;  referred     -         -        -    S3$ 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives^ alter  and  establish  certain  -       -  StkS 
read  tha  first  time      -        -         - .       -        -SOT 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -       -   399 
reported  without  amendment      -         .       •   SS4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -         -       -   S^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pas^      -         .       •  SS 
Potomac,  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  dw 

rivejf,  read  twice   .  -        -         -         -      -   164 
recommitted      ^        -        -         -         -      -    176 
reported  with  amendmen|s        -         .      .   179 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .  -  .       -       -1^3 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  •    184 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepfescnt- 
atives  allowing  further  time  to  complete 
payments  on  lands  held  by  right  of^  read 
twice,  and  referred        -         -         -        -     3$ 
reported  without  amendment      -        .       .     9 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ...     30 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •       .31 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the     .       -      10 
President  pro  ttm^  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  fy^m  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  coapewsite 
the,  read        ...»         ...    310 
read  ^a  second  time,  and  referred       -       -313 
-  reported  with  amendments  -        -       .315 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as-amended  •    316 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  resolo- 

luiion  concerning  the  election  of    -       -    316 
'  postponed  indefinitelV        -        -         .        -    319 
Prisoners  of  War,  a  bill  mr  the  safe-keeping  oi, 

cead-twice 316 

Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Navj  Depart- 
ment on         ......9$ 

report  of  the  Postmaster  General        -        -99 
report  of  the  Secreury  of  War  -        •        -    IIS 
Public  Grounds,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 

to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  the,  read      -    l^ 
read  a  second  time  and  referred-  -        >    19T 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  same  tenor,  read      -        -        -        -    !4T 

read  a  second  time  •  .  -  -  .  U9 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Senate  faiB  U9 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  .  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  -  .  SM 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  .  S64 
■     reported  with  amendments  •        -        .304 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -    3^ 
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PablicGronndfl— oontiDQ^.  Page, 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  with,  amend- 

menta  .--...-.  306 
returned  from  the  Hot)se  of  RepreaentatiTea 

with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  Senate 

did  not  concur,  and  the  House  receded  *  813 
Pablic  Lands,  Mr.  Worthfngton  submitted  a  fes- 

olution  respecting  -      '  -        -        .        -  19 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  '  -*  20 
a  bill  making  further  pronsion  for  the  sale  0^ 

read '       .        .126 

read  a  second  time    •        -        •        .        .  126 

indefinitely  postponed  -  .  -  -  182 
a  bill  from  the  House  ot  RepreaentatiTes 

giving  farther  time,  dbc.,  reaa          -        -  169 

read  a  second  time    -        -        ^      .        -  170 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  182 

reported  with  amendments         <v       -      '  .  193 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -,       .        -        -  198. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  1J99 
Q.            . 

Qvterterm'aster's  Department,  a  bill  to  establish  a, 

read  twice      .*....  80 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        >        -        *  96 

.    read  a  third  time        .        .        J        .        .  86 

and  passed        •...••  92 

returned  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatives 

,with  amendments,  ordered  io  be  printed  -  102 

read  «  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  .  102 
recommitted  to  a-  select  committee  *  .106 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        .        -116 

(See  BiiUtary  EstadUskmmt) 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  U>  establish  a,  read  .        -  286 

read  a  seomd  time,  and  referred        -        .'  288 

reported  with  amendmenta         .        -•     ^  .  243 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time 

by  conaent,  and  passed  amended  '    •        -  244 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a  .  10 

R. 

Rangers,  'a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  ' 

'    cerfain  companies  of,  read      •        *        *  82 

.  read  k  second  time 33 

read  a  tiiird  time*  and  passed      .        -        .  88 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations   for   expenses  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  .        .     ,    >      '.117 

reported  without  amendment  .  .  '.  -  118 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  risad  a  third  time, 

and  passed 121 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  sup-  ' 

plemental  to  the  above    ....  262 

read  a  first  time 263 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         >        .  264 

reported  with  amendments          .        -       '.  299 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  305 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  806 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments,  and  the  Senate  insist  .        .  ^7 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded     -    -  « 31 1 
Recess,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentatives  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy oi;  read 197 

resolution  concurred  in,  and  committee  ap« 

pointed 207 

report  of  said  committee  fixing  the  29th  of 

April  and  18th  of  May,  read  twice  -  -  211 
ai&ended  by  substitutuig  8th  of  June  for  the 

lastdato 216 
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read  a  third  time,  and  pissed  as  amended    •    216 
Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  reaolution  on  the  sub* 


ject  of  a,  read 


•    218 


jeci  01  a,  reau         -         -         -         .         - 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        •    •    .  ■      -        .        -        -    218 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        .    219 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep^esenta* 
tivea  that  they  have  postponed  indeftnite- 
ly  the  resolutiop  as  amended  by  the  Senate    ftl9 
the  House  of  Representatives  refuse  to  con* 
cur  in  the  Senate  resolution   ...     226 
Reddick,  Thomas  F.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  .  226 
read  a  se^pnd  time  •  .  ^  .  .  , .  228 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  .  '  '.  236 
Refugees,  a  bill  i;npplemental  to  the  acts  regulat- 
ing grants  of  land  to,  read  twice  .  -  104 
recommitted  .  .  •  .  -  '  .  107 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

making  provision  for,  read  >  -  '  •  177 
read  a  secohd  time,  and  referred  >  .  178 
reported  with  amendments  .  .  -  191 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  198 
a  bill  further  to  provide  for,  read  .  '  -  246 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  247 
reported  with  amendments  •        -        .261 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .•        ...    268 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    269 
Repriaals  on  British  Commerce,  the  committee 
on  the  war  bill,  reported  an  amendment 
authorising  public  armed  vessels,  dec,  to 
make     -        .        .        •        -     *  -        .    267 
Republican  Corresponding  Society,  of  Indiana 
Territory,  a  resolution  of  the,  was  com- 
municatcd  to  the  Scnatdi^  respecting  elec- 
tion  of  sheriffi,  &c.,  read        .        .        .16 
Reserred  Sections  of  Land,  a  bilf  making  further 

provision  for  the  sale  of,  read  ...     242 

read  a  second  time  ' 248 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 246 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed      ...    246 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  -from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  provide  fbr.persons  dis. 
abled  by  known  wound*,  received  in  the, 
read       ........     186 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -    *    -     186 
reported  with  amendments         ...    304 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     207 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  aa  amended    •    20!^ 
Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  resolutions 

of  the  Legislature  of,  deprecating  war    .    262 
Ridimend,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution 
expressing  national  respect  and'  sorrow 
for  the  onfbrtunate  persons  who  perished 
by  fire  in,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  !>«. 
cember,  1811         -        -        .        .        .      90 
amended  and  agreed  to      <•    •    -        -        .      91 
Richmond  and  Manchester,  "Mr.  Giles  presented 
a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of,  deprecating 
war       .        .        L        .        .        .        .    268 

Robinson,  Jonathan,  of  Vermont,  attended,  and 

took  his  seat 22 

Russell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  a  pe^ 
tition  of,  reforrei^  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury 167 

report  of  that  ofiicer  thereon    -        •        *    177 


xxm 


INDEX. 

SffuAe  ProceedingM  and  Deb<Ue§* 


XXIf 


8. 


Page. 


Sabbath,  Mr.  Pope  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Synod  of  Kentucky^  praying  that  maile 
may  not  be  carried  on  the       -        -        -     118 
Salaried,  a  bill  from  the  Hoqae,  continuing  in 

force  the  act  concerning,  read        -        -    301 
read  a  second  time     ..'••.    204 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -      ^  »  208 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -210 
Savannah,  Mr.  Tait  presented  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  citizens  of,  approving  the  .measures 
of  Government      -        -  .      -        -        -    262 
Saunders,  Reuben,  and  Securities,  a  bill  for  re- 
lief of,  read    -        -        -,---,  201 
read  a  second  time    -    ,    -        -  '     -        -    204 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    208 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      r        .  •      .     200 
Science  an^  the  Useful  Arts,  a  bill  to  promote 

the  progress  of,  read,  dec.       -    •     .        -     104 

read  a  second  time    .....     105 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •     112 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •     1 14 

Selden,  Charles,  an  j  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 

sented  the  petition  of     >        •        *        -    208 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Portuguese  ves- 
sels         •,239 

Senate,  members  present  at  the  meeting  of  the        9 
adjournment  of  the   --...'    322 
executive  proceedings  of  the      -        -        *    322 
Sheri£&  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indi* 
ana  Territory,  praying  that  the- office  of, 
may  be  made  elective,  referred        *        -       91 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

authorise  the  election  of        -        •        -    226 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  -    227 

ordered  to  a  third  rei^ding  -        -        «        .     244 

lost,  on  the  third  reading  -        -        .        -    244 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  -     115 

Skelly,  Thomas,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  petition  of    212 

Smith,  Larkin,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  petition  of, 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -       18 
(8e^  Collectors  of  Baltimore^  Norfolk,  4-c.) 
Smith,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Howell  presente4  s^  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -     .    -        -  '     .       89 
adverse  report  thereon,  agreed  to        -        •  -  18^ 
Smith,,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  speech  of,  on  the 

Boston  memoqal    .-.*-.    228 
Snethen,  Rev.  Mr.,  appointed  Chaplain  hy  the 

House  of  Representatives       -        -        -      20 
Spafibrd,  Amos,  Mr.  Worthington  presented  a 

memorial  of,  referred      -  .     •        -        -       86 
Spirituous  Liquors, «  bill  to  prohibit  importation' 

of,  dkc.,  read  -        -        -        - , '    -       .  -       97 
.read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 'to  a  third 

reading  -        -        *        ...        -        .     lOfi 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 
quantity  of  imported,  d&c,       -        -        -      98 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    >  .     -     102 
Steamboats,  a  bill  respecting  enrolling  and  li- 
censing, read         >        -        >        -       .-     105 
read  a  second  time     •        •        *        .        -     106 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  >        -        •        -     116 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     *        *        -     116 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read    *        ^    211 

read  a  second  time 212 

referred  to  a  committee  -  -  •  -  217 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  240 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -    241 


Streshly,  Thomas^and  WiUiam,  Mr.  Bibb  pn- 

senled  ^e  petition  of,  referred  •  •  9( ' 
a  biH  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  •  I30 
recommitted  on  second  reading  -  -  •  173 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  •  IK 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  *  -  -  •  ttt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  •  301 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes 

with  amendments  -     *  -        -       -      .  m 
which  were  (incurred  in   -        -       -      •  VS 
Strong,  Submit  R.,  widow  of  Major  £.  Stnog, 

Mr.  Worthington  presented  the  petidoo  of  % 
Suffrage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprcwoU- 

tivee  to  extend  the  right  of,  la  UUnoii, 

read      .        -        -        -        .       .     .  jij 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       •     .  ii« 

reported  with  aoaendmeHts'       *       •     •  2% 

read  a  third' time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  ue 

Sullivan,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  A'ev 

y^ork  presented  the  petition  of      •     •    SI 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  a  bill  from  the  Hooie 

of  Representatives,  for  relief  of  -  .  19 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  IST 

reported  without  amendment  -  •  •  IM 
third  reading  refused  >  •  •  •  lit 
Mr.  Leib  presented .  a  memorial  of,  prtyia^ 

relief,  referred  -  ...  u; 
a  bill  allowing  annuity  to,  read  -  •  •  tn 
read  a  second  time  >  -  -  •  •  !!! 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  '      -  .8 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       •     •  ft 

T. 
Taylor,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  New  York  memoml  IS 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  aevenl  ra* 
olutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  dinppror- 
ing  certain  amendments  to  t)ie  CoDi(ita> 
tiou)  proposed  by  the  several  8utM«f 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,'  and  Vir- 
ginia    -        -        -         .        ...    5* 
also,  a  resolution  ratifying  the  amendment 

respecting  titles,  dtc  '  -  -  .  •  $ 
a  bill  relating  to  lands  south  of  the  Sute  o( 

read       -        - ^7^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  *  ^'^ 
reported  without  amendment  •  .  •  17) 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Miaiwpfi 

Territory  -  -  -  .  .  •  l» 
postponed  indefinitely  -  .  -  •  -  ^ 
Mr.  Campbell   submitted   a  resolatioo  I^ 

specting  lands  in ^^'' 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  •  1^ 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treu* 

ury  to .  issue  grants  dtc,  read  twice     •  ^^^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  S3 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       .      .  £4 
Territorial  Judges,  Mr.  Worthington  sabmitted 

a  resolution  respecting   -        -       .      .  33» 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed      •  ^ 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of 
Representatives  providing  for  the  Gof- 

emmcnt  of  the ^^ 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  ^  .  •  \T. 
reported  with  amendments  -  '  '  ^ 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  31. 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  ^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur,  with 

an  amendment ^ 

to  which  th6  Senate  agree         -       -      •  *♦* 
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a  iSd  from  the  Hoaie  of  Repreaentativea 
making  farther  provieion  for'wttling  the 
daime  to  land  in,  read  ....    243 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •    S44 
repbrted  with  amendments         ...    S60 
read  a  third  time/ and  passed  a«  amended  -    861 
Territory  of -Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  giving  further  time  to 
register  daims,- d&c.,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   -  '      -        -        -        -        .        -     1»7 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •        -162 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused     -        .     '  .-    163 
the.  President  of- the  United  8latee  trane- 
mitled  the  proceedings  of  a  convention 
under  the  act  for  admitting  the,  into  the 
Union,  erdered  to  be  printed  •        •        •    168 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        -     167 
Mr.  Worthington  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  delegates  from  said  convention,  pray- 
ing lurther  time  lor  the  entry  .of  land 
chdm^  referred      .....     168 
aliill  giving  further  time,  dec;  read    -        -     177 
read  a  second  time    -        •        .        /-        -  '  178 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     186 
a- memorial  of  the  same  delegatee,  resiffbet- 

ing  donation  of  Iota,  refeired  -  •  -  106 
a  bill  granting  certain  lota  .  •  •  197 
read  a  second  time  .....  198 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  ...  208 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
giving  validity  to  certain  salea  of  land  in 
the,  read  .  .  .  .  .^  -  801 
read  a  second.  $ime,  and  referred  «  •  808 
reported  without  amendment  .  •  -  304 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  r    -        •    808 

rtoad  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  .  ^  310 
Thompeon,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  219 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  383 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  -  •  824 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ,        •    226 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        «        .    228 
Titlea  and  Claims  to  Lands,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Bepresentativee  for  asoeAain* 
ing,  dtc^  lead  twve,  and.  raferred*  to  a 
committee     •        .        •        *     .  .        .    201 
reported  without  amendment     ...    204 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  .      •  .        .        •    208 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed     -        ...    210 
Tobacco,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  « 

resolution  respecting  the  export  of  .        -      19 
amended  and  agreed  to      •       *.        .        -      21 
Townsend,  Josiah,  Mr.  German  presented  a  me- 
morial of,  ordered  to  bo  printed       -        -      89 
Triansfer  of  Moneys,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  respecting       -        -        ^        .      28 
Transfer  of  Stocks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  facilitate  the  <  -        -^        .    309 
read  three  times,  and  passed      -        -        -    310 
Treasurer  of  the  Uiuted  States,  the  general  ac- 
count of  the 122 

Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre-      • 

eentatives  to  authorize  the  issue  of,  read      264 

read  a>8econd  time,  and  referred         -        -    298 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        .301 

•    ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    304 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    306 
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Treasury  Report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab^ 

lishing  the  Department  -        -        -        -      23 

in  obedience  to  the  act  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  derks       -    '     -        -        '-        -       93 
Troops,  Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  rules  and  articles  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  -        .        .        -        •        -      26 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      27 
Tryon,  Isaac,  Mr.  Dana  presentetl  a  petition  of       32 
reiferred  to  the  committee  on  Fulton,  and 

others   -        -        •        -.-        -        -33 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  concurred  in      186 
Turner,  James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  North  Carolina,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat       -        -        -        -        -        -        -       17 

U. 
Union  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  a 

memorial  of  the,  referred   ,    -        •        -      29 

committee  discharged        -        -  .      -        -    300 

Ursuline  Nuns,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives  to  exchange  lands  with  the, 

read  twice,  and  referred  -        -        -     181 

reported  with  amendments         -        -      .  •     189 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .196 

read  a  third  timo,  and  pused  as  amended  -    197 

V. 

Yarnum,  Joseph  B.,  kppointed  a  Senator  bv  the 
I^gislatuje  of  Massaoh\i8et|s,   produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
gcat       -        -        -        -       •-•        -        .        9 
Venezuela,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  relief  of  the  citizens  of      -        -    226 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....    227 
reported  without  amendment,  aqd  ordered. 

to  k  third  reading  -        - .       -        .        -    ^27 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    228 
Vermont,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
fying the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
respecting  titles,  dec.      ....      84 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  present  at 

^e  opening  of  the  session      .        ^       .        9 
the  Senate  adjourn  in  consequence  of  th^ 

illness  of  the         -'       -        -        -        -     177 
death  of  the,  announced,  and  proceedings 

thereon 206 

the  funeral  expenses  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

paid 823 

Virginia  Line,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relating  to  bounties  to  the,  dec,  * 

read -     120 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  121 
reported  with  amendments  ...  240 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ,  •  -  -  241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  24^ 
the  House  of  .Representatives  disagree  to 
amendments  -        -  i      •        -        -        -    848 

the  Senate  insist 849 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  ask 

a  conference  -        -       '  -        -  •      -        -    262 
conference  agreed    to,  and  members    ap- 
pointed   -    267 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to  -  301 
Virginia  Resolutions,  a  letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  enclosing  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  re-« 
specting  certain  measures  of  the  General 
Oovomment,  in  regard  to  foreign  relations    1 13 
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Volunteerify  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to   authorize  the   President  to  ac- 
cept, read  twice  and  referred  -        •  ^     -     102 
reported  with  amendments         ...     106 
ordered  to  a  third,  reading  •        -        -        -111 
read  a  third  time,  and  passted  as  amended  -     US 
a  bill  supplemental  ro  the  act  to  raise,. read 

twice  and  referred  -        .        .        -    314 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  tbird  reading      -        -      ,  -        •»        -     316 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorize  the  President  to  accept,  read 
twice  and  referred  -        -        -      ,-.313 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  as  amended         -        -        -    318 
Vowell,  John;  and  Thomas,  Mr.  Brent  presented 

the  petition  of 210 

W. 

Wabash,  letters  from  G<>Ternor  Harrison,  report- 
ing^ the  issue  of  the  battle  on  the    -        -      86 
a  bill  from  the  Hduse  of  RepresentatiTes  for  ' 
relief  of  those  who  served  in  said  cam- 
paign, read  twice,  and  referred       - '      -     128 
reported  with  amendments         -        -      *  -     147 
recommitted      -        ->       .        .        .        .     164 
reported'with  further  amendments      -        -     177 
or!i|ered  to  a  third  reading  -        ^        .        -     180 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed  as  amended  -     181 
the  Hbqse  of  Representatives  agree  to  some' 

and  disagree  to  other  amendments  -        •     192 
the  Senate  insist        -        -     '  •        -        -     193 
the  House  of  Representatives  recede  •        -196 
War,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  o^  in  obedience 

to  act,  dtc -^93 

Mr.  Gregg  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large^ 
'  number  of  persons  in  Philadelphia,-  de- 
precating the  Calamities  of     -        -        -    242 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  de- 
claring, ageing  Great  Britaix^,  twice  reajd 

and  referred -    266 

reported  and  recommitted  ...    •^67 

reported  with  amendment^  and  ordered  to 

a  tbird  reading  -  -  -  .  -  -  287 
Mr.  Gilis  submitted  a  motion  to  amend  the 

bill  -  ...  -  -  .296 
which  was  rejected  -  i.  -  -  -  297- 
billreadathirdtime,  and  passed,  as  amended  297 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  th.e 

amendments  •  -  - .  -  •  -  298 
sundry  petitions  and  memorials  against  300,  306, 

307,  309,  314 
War  Department,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  pro- 
vision for  two  subordinate  appointments 

therein 209 

referred  to  a  select  04immittee  -  -  -  210 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish 

the,  read 212 

read  the  second  time 216 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  218 
read  a  third  tim«,  and  passed  -  -  -  219 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  an  amendment        -        •      .  -        -     226 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    25^ 
Washington,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives farther  to  amend  the  charter  of, 

read 201 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    204 


Washingtoh,  charter  of-^— continued.  Pi^ 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordend  to  a 

third  reading  -        -       -      ^      •  212 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  31} 
Washington  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Bradley  pr». 
sen  ted  the  petition  of  the,  read  and  n- 
ferred    -        -        -        .       .       .      .    ^g 
a  bill  to  carry  into  efiect  an  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland,  reUting  to,  twioe 
read       -        -        .-      .  -  ,     -       •      •  ijj 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -      •  17j 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -      •  in 
Washington  CoHege,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of 
Representatives,  to  incorporate  the  •      .  JS| 
read  a-first  and  aeoond  time       -      •     .  87 
referred  to.  a  oommiltee      -        -       -     •  » 
^  report  indefinitely  poeiponed      -       •     -  3ll| 
Webb,  Josiah.H.,  ^  biU  from  the  House  of  Rip. 

resentativea  for  ^he  relief  of^  read  twice  •   S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading*  -       •       -     •   r 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -       •     •   V 
West  Florida,  a  bill  {torn  the  House  bf  Repn- 
sentatives,  to  annex  a  part  o^  to  the  tti- 
sissippi  Teiritocy,  read  -       <•      -     •  18 
read  a  second  time,  and  refemd  '    •     -  231 
'  reported  with  amendmeata,  and  ordered  to  1 
third  reading  -        -       -       •     .  2St 

read  a  third  timei^  aiid  passed  as  amended  •  % 
Weston,  Ezray  tind  Son,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  tbe 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Seeretuy  of 

State -     •  m 

West  Point,  report  of  the  Seeretary  of  War  cob- 

eerning-        - HI 

Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Leib  presented  1  pe- 
tition of fi 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  t  dm- 

morial  of       -        -        -        :      -     .   W 
Whipple,  Captain  Abraham,  a  bill  from  the  Home 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  o^rad 
twice,  and  referred  •*        .      .     .   il 

reported  without  araendnen^  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading'      -        .  -        .      .     -    M 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      •     •    f7 
Whitlow,  Charles,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  pKiiioB 

oC,  referred     -        -         -        ...    30 
committee  discharged    "     -        .      .     -  Itt 
Widows,  Mr.  Pope  snbmitted  a  resolttiM  k- 
specting  the,  of  those- who  fell  in  tbe  tat- 
tle of  the  Wabash  A 

Wilkinson,  General  James,  Mr.  Gregg  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -       .     .  S!S 
committee  report  a  statement  of  the  aceooat 

0%  with  a  resolution  -  -  .  -  J50 
the  resolution  recommitted  -  •  •  ^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  ••  •  •  ^^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  •  ^ 
reported  with  an  amendment,  'read  a  tliiid 
time,  and  passed 'as  amended  •  *  ^ 
Williams,  Colonel  Jonathan,   a  bill  from  tho 

House  of  Rcpreseatigitives  for  the  relief  of  tS^ 
read  twice,  and  referred      -        .       -      -  3ST 
indefinitely  postponed         •        .       .      -  30S 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Hoi^se  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of   -        .       .      •  1^ 

read  a  first  time '*| 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  'f 
reported  without  amendment  -  '  '  ':| 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  1« 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .     •  IW 
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Worthington,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  recesa  of 

CoDgreas        •        .  •     .        ...        .    214 

Y. 

Yonng,  Anna,  a  bill  Irom  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
reaentatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice^  and 
referred  -        -        -    '  -        -        -    242 

reported  without  amendmAit      ^        .        •    302 

onlered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  '  308 

read  a  third  tim^,  and  passed     •        •        •    810 
Yeas  and  If  ays,  on  amending  the  apportionment 

WIl 2(r 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  engiiieer  bill      -.     2X 

on  adhering  to  their  amendments  of  the  a{^ 
portionment  bill     -        -        -        -        -      31 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 
th^  Military  Establishment     ...      39 

on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
miliury  foroe         -        -        -        •   84, 86, 84 

on  the  final  passa^  of  said  bill  -        -        •      85 

on  the  fimd  passage  of  the  bill  extending 
patent  rights  to  Robert  Fullon  and  others      92 

on  agreeing  to  amendmehts  of  the  Housv  of 
Representatives  to  the  biH  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force        ....      06 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bfll  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ordnance  .....      99 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  comnier- 
cial  interooarse     -»        >        .        -      106,  107 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  in- 
eorporate  the  Louisiana  Lead  Company  -     115 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  affidavits 
and  bail 119 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
amy  regulations   -        -  -     -        -        -    121 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  ReedV  resolution  con- 
cerning trade  to  Prance  -      .  -        -        -148 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  NaTil 
^sUbtishment '164 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  resolution  calling  lor  names 
implicated  by  John  Heniy     -        -        -167 

on  ^mending  the  bill  for  relief  of  th^  heira 
of  Samuel  Lapsley         •        .        .        -174 

on  the  third  r^a^ing  of  the  samei       -  '      -     174 

on  amending  the  biU  in  relatioa  to  the  cam- 
paign on  tho  Wabash    -        •        •        •    180 

on  the  bill  to  inoorpoiata  the  LouiaiaDa  Lead 
Company 181 

on  amending  the  bill  ooi|ceming  boonda- 
ries ^  -     182 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  bounty 
lands     ^        -        -        -        -        .        -183 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to'enlaige 
the  limits  of  I<ouisiana  ....     186 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  'of 
secrecy  from  the  embaigo  bill    -     -        -     187 

on  a  motion  to  print  the  same  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy  -        -        -        -        -     188 

on  suspending  the  rule  forbidding  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill,  ^c 188 

on  a  motion  of  Mr.'  Lloyd  to  request  certain 

.  information  of  the  President  -        w-       -     188 

on  amending  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
rssentativas  to  lay  an  embargo        -        -     189 

on  th«  final  passage  of  the  said  biU    -        -     189 

on  a  motion  to  suspend  a  role    •        -    .    •    190 
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on  a  motion  to  remove  the  iiyunction  of  se- 
crecy    .......     190 

on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia 192 

on  the  fipal  passage  of  said  bill  ...     192 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
Ibree     • -        -     193 

on  a  motion  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
mento  to  the  Wabash  bill        -        -        -     198 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  Louisiana  -        -        <»        -     194 

on  the  confidential  bill  to  prohibit  exporta- 
tion of  specie,  dec.  .....    202 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -    .    -    203 

en  amending  the  joint  resolution  fbr  a  r^ 
cess 211,216 

on  the  final  passage  qf  said  resolution  as 
amended        ......    216 

on  the  final  passage  of  Mr.  Leib*s  resolution 
for  recess.       y       -        -  .     -        -        -    219' 

on  (he  third  reading  of  the  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  General  St.  Clair  .        -        -    223 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  dbc.        -        -    224 

on  the  final  passage  of^tbe  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair    -        -        •    224 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for  re- 
lief of  Venezuela    227 

on  indefiilite  postponement  of  the  Boston 
memorial       ......    235 

on  Mr.  Pope's  motion  to  repeal  the  several 
acts  relating  to  commercial  intercourse    -    239 

on  a  motion  to  a<|journ  for  want  of  a  quo- 
rum        239 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  dis- 
fhaxge^  certain  persons  from  impiisen- 
meiit  ' 244 

on  motion  to  amend  the  bill  declaring  war  270, 
271»  286,  287,  297 

on  Mr.  Cierman's  motion  to  postpone  the 
said  hill 284 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same      «^  -        -    ^7 

on  another  motion  to  postpone  the  seme    •    296 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      •     .  -        -        -    297 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  war  bill     -        -    297 

on  postponing  the  biU  aothorizing  a  detach- 
meut  of  militiW       *        -        -        -        -    299 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal         -        •    303 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  anthor^ 
ize  the  issue  ef  Treasury  notes       -        •    304 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -    305 

on  receding  from  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  coneerning  rangers  ....     307 

on  ameivding  the  bill  <^ncemiiig  additional 
duties 808,  309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     -  '     -    309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  jpint  resolution 
respecting  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec.        -    310 

on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  vessels 
from  trading  with  enemies      ...    319 

on  amending  the  bill  making  further  provis- 
ion for  the  army 320 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  ...    320 
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Abfenteai,  names  of,  on  calling  the  yeaa  and 

nayt  on  the  salt  bill 115 

Mr.  WiUiamv  submitted  a  resQlution  con- 
cerning -        -        -      •  -        -        -  1422 

agreed  to 1427 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  cemmit- 

teeon -     333 

report  from  said  committee  on  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  House  ...        -  1244 
report  from  said  committee  on  allowing  a 
per  centage  to  the  Clerk  for  disbursements,  . 

disagreed  to 1489 

Acts,  Records,  dec,  of  the  States,  a  committee 
apointed  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  reported 
against  the  expediency  of  any  amend- 
ment of  the  law  relating  to    -        ^        -  1232 
Additional  Duties,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  lay  certain  -        -        .        -        .    360 
resolution  amended  and  laid  on  the  table    -    351 
a  bill  imposing,  on  all  imported  goods,  twice 

read  and  referred 1436 

reported  with  amendments  -        •        -  1614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    •    .        -        -  1516 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  1531 
Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  raise  an,  read  twice  and  referred  -  566 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  585 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  -  609 
ordered  to* a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  617 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  *  617 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagree- 
ment      -    700 

the  House  receded  from  all  except  three,  on     • 

which  they  insisted  ...  -  718 
the  Senate  receded  from  their  objections  •  910 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  raising  an, 

read  twice  and  committed  ''-  -  •  664 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1019 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed*     «        •        .  1021 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice  and  committed  •  -  1007 
ordefed  to  a  third  reading  .  •  -  •  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1032 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1045 
which  were  odncurrM  in  -  -  -  *  1059 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  i^e  an, 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  1072 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed  .....  1158 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

which  were  concurred  in        -        -        .1212 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  the  President  to  cause 
a  system  of  rules,  dec.,  to  be  laid  before  the 

House 1166 

a  bill  (in  secret  session)  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  raising,  read  twice        ...  1598 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1599 
Address,  of  certain  members  of  Congress  to  their 

i^onstiiuenU   ......  2196 

Affidavits  and  Bail,  a  bill  for  the  more  conveni- 
ent taking  of,  read  twice,  dec.  -        •        -   .  363 
reported,  discussed,  and  recommitted  •        -    371 


Affidavits  and  Bail — continued.  p,^ 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  .  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  -  •  s% 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  •  SK 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmcDU  m 
which  were'  concurred  in  •  -  -  .  im$ 
Alien  Enemies,  a  bill  respecting,  twiee  xead,  ina 

committed     -        -       -       *  -   -     •!% 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -     •  liH 
•   returned  from  the  Senate  withamsadmeDti, 

and  concurred  in isi* 

Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  o|^  on  reference  of  the  Pi» 

ident's  Message  -  -  -  •  •  33$ 
an  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  ibr  additionaldotia  3(g 
on  the  rules  and  orders  -  •  •  •  57; 
on  amending^  the  Senate  bill  to  rtiie  aaid- 

ditional  military  force  -  -  .  .  gi} 
on  the  bill  to  auihorixe  volunteers  •  .  79 
on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  qusrtimii- 

ter's  department  ....  aoi^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  Loaiiiuu 

Territory i» 

on  the  case  of  RoonaaveU  •      •     -m 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess      •     •  m 
American  Seamen,  Mr.  Milnor  sabmittedtrtM- 

lution  on  the  subject  ol^  which  was  ignd 

to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  •  9S 
Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  in  nil' 

tion  to sn 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ifh 

pointed  .        -  "  • 6111 

a  bill  for  the  protection  of,  read  twke,  ud 

committed  -  •  -  .  .  1 107! 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  •  •  1U3 
read  a  third  time,  and  committed  to  aC(m- 

mitte  of  the  Whole        -       -      .     .  1347 
a  motion  to  take  it  up,  refosed  -      •     •  1^ 
Appeals  from  District  Courts,  on  motion  of  Ifr. 

Bladkledge  a  committee  vras  tjipwitod 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  eifieqnir- 

ing  security,  dtc  -  -  ...  664 
a  bill  in  ralatioQ  to^  read  twice  tni  cflD- 

mitted  - W^« 

Application  of  Moneys,  annual  report  of  the8e^ 

retary  of  the  Navy  on  the      •      -     -  ^ 
Apportionment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawns,  1 
'         committer  was  appointed  to  bring  in  • 

bill  respecting  the,  of  repiesentativei  •  333 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read  and  coo- 

matted 338 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  3K 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed  -  -  -  V^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmentB  VR 
amendments  diss  greed  to,  and  managen  of 

conference  appointed  -  .  .  •  413 
report  of  managers  that  the  conference  coqU 


not  agreo 


m 


•     the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments    •  ^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded       •  ^ 
Archer,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  sixth  resolution  of 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  Kelations      -  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  tax  bill         -       -      •  1^ 
Armories,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  reiolntion 

on  the  subject  o(  referred      -      -      >  liH^ 
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Amieries — continued.  *^  Page, 

report  of  the  oomniilee      -        •        r      •-  1073 
i^rt  oil  the V  petition  to  eetablieh  oao  at 
LottitnllQ      •  .     -        -      ..'.«•      .  12442 
Arinetao&g,  Jo)iil,  a  bill'  authori^Dg  the  jSeera- 
Jarj  of  the  Treasury  to  euapoiid  t|ke  pay- 
meui  of  certain  bilia  drawn  by,  read,  and 
Teferred  te  the  Oonnitittee  of  the  WhoteltkM 
orderedtoa  third  reading  -        -      ..   11^76 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeoed  -  • .      -        «  \2%T' 
Army  of*Uie  United  Stotea,  a  biR  making  farther 
•pTtfviaion  far  the, read  twice  and  cen^    . 

mitted •        •  I819 

reported  with  'amenAmenli,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  •  '  -  •  .  '  .  iSM 
read  a  third  time  -#  -  •  -  -  1329 
recmnmilted  to  Ifad  C<Nitniittee  of  the  Whole  13S9 
reported,  read  a  tlkird  time,  and  pawed  -  1834 
a  bUl  of  the  aaai*  title,  read  twioe^  and  eoni-      ' 

mitted  .        -• 184e 

reported  witbevt  uaettdmeiit;  aojd  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  •  -.  •  -  -  -  137t 
X^ad  a  tbird  tin^e,  and  paiaed,  -  •  •  1879 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ainendmenta  1417 
read,. and  committed  -  •        .        -'1419 

reported,  «|d  eoncurred  in        •        -        -  1488 
a  bUl  from  the  Senate  respeeting  the  pay  of/      ^ 
read  twiee,  and  leierred  to  the  Mttitory 
Committee    •        -  ,     *        -.      -        .  1607 
reported  without  amondment^  and  eomlnit- 

ted  to  t|ie  Connitttfe  of  the  Whole  -  1670 
reported,  read  t  third  time,  ond  passed  -  1676 
a  bill  making  Oirther  provision  fv  the,  refd 

•  twice, 'and  eommitted  •  •  .  .  1671 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  i^iading  -  1677 
tkird  reading  negatived  •  •  •  -  1681 
on  mdtion,  the  bill  was  recommitted  -  *  1682 
reported  with  amendments,  read  three  t4fflea» 

and  passed    -        .        .       •.  .  1689 

injunction  ofsecrecy  removed  from  the  bill  -  1U9 
Army  Waiters,  00  motion  of  Mr.  Stow,  the  Mil- 
itary Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
Into  abuses  in  the  employment  of  -        •  1867 
Artificers,  a  bill  to  organise  a  corps  o^  read  twiee, 

iLud  committed  •  .  ^  •  .  1232 
reported,  and  brdered  fb  a  third  reading  •  1283 
read  a  third  time,  aud  passed     -  «  1236 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments. 

and  rofened  to  the  MiHtaiy  Committee"-  1317 
reported,  a nd  amendments  concurred  in,  with 
amendments  -        •        -  *      .        .        .  1319 
Arte  atod  Mamifactures,  Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a 

joint  reaolutton  on  the  subjeot  of    -        -  ,1084 
modified,  read  three  times,  and  passed        -  1088 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendoienta, 
which  were  concurred  In        -        •        -  1216 
Aesietant  Secretaries,  a  bill  to  add-to  the  Depart* 
meat  of  War,  two,  read  twlce^  and  com- 
mitted   -.•       .  1330 


Baean,  Mr.,  lemarkt  of,  on  the  voltinteeT  biH    -   769 

777,798 
remarks  <ff,  on  the  Treasury  report  coneern- 

ingrev^nue-        -        •        -•     -       -    .846 
on  the  bill  to  aepeal  the  tenth  sei^tioQ  of  ^e  ' 

bank  act ^  1044 

on  the  bill  to  eontinuer salaries   -        -  •     -  1044 
on  the  fain  to  authorise  a  loan    -  -  1089 

speech'-o(  on  the  war  ta<es       -  UMKi,  1122 

ISthCoir.  l8tSx88.— B 


Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of-pcontinued.  Page, 

remark  of,.on  introducing  a  Bill        -        -  1263 
on  the  bill  layings  direct  tax    -        -        -1667 
Bail  and  Affidaviu.— (See  AffiiamUC) 
Bakei^  Jobn^  of  Vurgin^,  pras  quidified,  and  took 

his  seat  .  -  -  .  I  .  331 
Baldwin,  Aaron,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  petition  of  349 
Baltimore,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  of;  referred  •  -  -  848 
Bank  and  ether  Notes,  a'biU  lading  duties  on^ 

read  twice •  1666 

Bank  of.  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate,  read 
twiee,  and  committed     «...  1018 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1048 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -       •>       •  1200 
Bank  of  Washington^  a  bill  to  authorise  an  in- 
ereue  of  the  capital  bf  the^  read  twice, 
•     and  committed       -        •  ,     •       -       •  1821 
Bankruptcy,  Mr.  MitdhiU  submitted  a  reiwlution 

concarnittg    -       •  ,    •       •        •        •    W7 

.    net  agreed  to     -        .   '     .      -.        •        «    608 
Barbery  Poweni,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  -        -        .        •    373 
af  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  a^  to  protect 
commerce,  d^c,,  ag||^lst  the,  read  twiee, 
and  committed  '--••..    404 
reported,  and  onlered  ta  a  third  reading      -  ,  682 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed     -        •        -    685 
Barlow,  Joel,  oertespQndence  oU  with  the  Seor 

retary  of  State        .        .        •        .        .  1968 
correspondence  o(  with  Mr.  Russell  -        -  1975 
Baaaett,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  petition  of  Matthew   . 

Lyon    -        -        -        •        -        •        -    345 
remarks  e(  on  the  rules  and  orders    -        -  .  67t 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  ^stabJiiJiment    869,  981 
''  remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  recess     -        -  1315 
Katun  Houge,  a  petition  for  a  board  of  land  com- 
missioners at;  referred  -        -        -        -  1231 

Be&U,  Colonel  T^ iUiara  Dent,  a  bill  ibr  the  relief  ' 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed        -        -  1084 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readings     -  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1483 
BlMiumarcbais,  Mr.  Bassett  submitted  a  resolution 

on  the,  claim ;  negatived        ...    610 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1231 
Btenton,  Selah,  a  bill  fii^  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed      -      '•       .       -       •  1007 

reported  without  amendment  '  -        -       -  1032 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        •  1035 

.  read  a  third  time*  and  passed     -        -        .  1035 

Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  relating  to 

iMttlers  on  Indian  bndr-  -     860,  367 

'remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  UH  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force    -        -    618 
Ml  receding  from  the  amendment  disagreed 
to  by  the-^nate    -        -       -        -       -704 

en -the  bin  relating  to' volunteers        -        -    798 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  biH        -        -        -    977 
lemarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  ..       -        .    983 
on  the  ease  ef  Ronnsavell  -         1238, 1271,  1278 
on  submitting  a  resolution  respecting  a  recess 
of  Congress  -        -        -        -        -        -  1279 

Oh  a  resolution  to  call  up  the  same  ibr  con- 
sideration     -        -       -       -       .       -  13U 

on  the  joint  resolntion  from  the' Senate  f>r  a 
ffoeeos    -        -        -        -        •        -1384,1840 

speech  of,  on  the  renewal  of  ptteat  rights  -  1480 
ontheTiaasnffjftelebm  •       ^  »  1495 


XXXY 


INDEX. 

Home  ProoeedingM  and  D^taieg, 


xwi 


Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  repeal  of  dio  boa* 

impovtation  act      ,        *        .        •        •  1543 
on  the  war  taxea        -        -        -        -        -  IM7 

Bigelow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  oi}  the  bill  to  iiApoee 

additional  duties    -'-.*.  1617 
Bioren,  Johni  and  others,  Mr.  MUnor  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  ^     •    740 

Btockledge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  bill    -    009 

speech  o^  on  the  samo        -        -.       -        •    9^1 

speech  on  the  importation  biU    -        -        -  1302 

remarks  of,  on  the  joint  iesoltttion,ibr  reeest,  188t, 

1340 

remarks  o^  on  the  relief  of  Camccas  -        -  f350 

Blagden,  George,  and  othtos,  petition  of,  pray* 

ing  parment  Ibr  work  done  on  the  CaBi- 

tol       ..      -        .        .        -        .        .    lUH 

Bleecker,  Mr.,  epee,oh  of,  on  the  Tolunteera  bilb      767 

on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embeigo  1380, 

1408 
-  on  the  bill  laying  additional  dntiea     -        •  1523 
on  the  embargo  biU    .'        .        •        «        -1607 
BlodgettV  Hotel,  a   commnnieation    from  the 

Postmaster  General  on  the  sttbj^t  of      •     823 
a  bill  to  repair  and  fit  up,  for  the.  GtBnerai 
Post  Oifiee  and  Patent  Office,  read  twice,  , 
and  committed       -        -    '    -        -        -  1043 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      ^  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1$80 
Blonnt,  Mr.,  remarks'  ot  on  the  Bei^te  bill  to  es* 

tablish  a  Quartermaater's  Department    -    802 
inibrmation  of  the  death  of,  communicated, 
Ac.       ------        -  1030 

Boone^  Daniel,  Mr.  Orihsby  pt-esented  f  petition 
of  the  Legislatare  of  Kentucky,  respect- 
ing a  grant  of  land  to     -        -        .        .  U46 
Bttrough,  Robert  8.,  and  Stephen  Hopkins,  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of         .        . 
Boston,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  a  ^tition  from 
sundry  merchants  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  •    343 
Mr.  Reed  also  presented  similar  petitions^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  •'  1354 
Botanic  Garden,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  ground 
west  of  the  Capitol  for  a,  read  twice,  and 
committed      •        -        .        ...        •  1388 

Bewndaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authoriae 

.the  President  to  eeUblish  certain  -  -  1240 
Ta*d  twice,  and  committed  ,  -  •  •  •  1346' 
reported  with  amendments,  ^idoommitted  -  1278 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  .  *  1428 
read  a  third  tiiQc,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   •       ' r428 

Boyd,  Mr.,  renyirks  of,  on  the  Navy  bill    -        -    920 
on  British  intiigues   -        -        -        -        .  1193 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  permit  iaportatiens,  1295 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess,  1339 
on  the  Washington  Banks         .        -        .«  1423' 
on  the  embargo  bill  -        -  .    «  '      •  1587, 1591 
Bngadter  Generals,  a  bill  authorising  (he  Presi- 
dent to  appoint,  read      •        -        -        •  1601 
question  of  secrecy  thereon  negotlved        >  -  1619 
British  Army  in  America,  Mr.  Stow  presented^ 
the  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the,  pray- 
ing confirmation  of  their  olairas  to  land,. 
dco.,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,    362 
British  Intrig um,  a  Menage  ftom  ihs  PtoaldaAt 

transmitting  certain  latleei,  shoiMi^       •  .  1 1 62 


Bdtiih  Intriguee-Hsontinued.  ]w 

Message  and  correspondence  sidsied  to  W 

printed  -♦       -       -       •      -      •     •  liw 
relereed  to  the  Committee  on  PoreigQ  Belt- 
tieni,  with  power  to  send  for  penont,  kx.  UK 
Broughton,  William,  an  adveise  report  en  Us 

petition  of,  conconed  In        -      •     •  18) 
Brownstown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  (e  aiitliorge 
the  surveying  and  naaking  ^ctrtain  mk 
as  contemplated  by  the  Tieatf  of  -     .47 
raad  twice,  and  committed        -       -     •  M 
reported  without  amendment,  and  edandb 

a  third  refding      -        -       -      -     -% 
read  a  third  time,  «ad  p4ssed     •>      -     •  tti 
Buoy  Forts,  e  petition  of  Edward  Clark,  iawate 

of^  referred    •  .     •.       -       •      -     •IIS 
report  of  the  cominittoe  thereon       -     .  Uii 
refened  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  andNaTj  1481 
'    report  of  said  officers  thoreon    •      •     •  lltt 
petitioner  had  leave  to  witbdcaW  hii  pipai  14)1 
Butch»  Betyemin,  election  o^  as  Amirtut  Hoar- 
keeper  -        - Si    i 

Bnmham*  John,  a  bill  for  theTelief  id,  nadtwioa^ 

and  committed      •        -       ...  31$    ; 
•  reported  without  amendment,  and  sidend 
to  a  third  reading  -    .    -        •      -     •  8S 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -      -•(«*; 
B'urwell,  Mr^  remarks  ,of^  on  Mr.  Bhsa's  mMin 
respecting  additional  duties    -       -     •  X 
o'a  his  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  k 
an  additional  militaiy  foree    -      -     •  M    ! 
"    on  the  Volunteers  bill .       -       «      •     •  IK 
.on  the  Navy  bill        -        -        -       •     .  SS 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  tiie  same  •     •  SM 
on  the  proposed  recess        -       ...  1315 
on  non-importation    -        -       .      *     .  IM! 

c.  : 

Calhoun,  John  C,  of  South  .Carolina,  mi  qui- 

ified  and  took  his  se.at  .  •       -      •     •  331 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendsMBtf  to 
the  apportionment  bill    -       .      .     •  4M 
.  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Fonip 
Belatipns    -  -        -        .     .     •  471 

remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Sentia  U  to 

.raise  an  adcUtional  militazy  foroi  •    •  il^ 
on  receding  from  objections  to  the  Snite'i 

amendments  •        -        -       ...  106 
onMr.  Randolph's  motion  for  emplejiBgiki 

Army    -        "        -        -       .      .    .  W 
on  aiming  the  whole  body  of  miUtie  -     *  ^^ 
on  the  admission  of  I^nisiatta  -  •   •  •  ISi  1^ 
a  statement  made  by,  in  regard  to  eeeretfie- 
•  eeedings         -        -        -       •    '  -HK-lW 
..remarks  oj^  on  the  importation  bill     -     - 1^ 
*  on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recesi     -     •  l^* 
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the  aame       .       ,.        .       ^        .        .    066 
an  unfevorable  laport  of  aaid'oommtttee  con* 
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report  of  aaid  conunittiM^  read  twica»  and 

.   agreed  to Ifi71 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  ^ 
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ted Statea  tranamitted  an  account  of  the     704 
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District  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Jtfr.  Morro* 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  it- 
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read  a  third  time,  and^Mtosed     ...  1489 
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ted a  resolution  respecting  defence  of  the  1616 
resolution  withdrawn        ....  1661 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bin 

leferred  to  a  select  committee  •  >  705 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1036 
repotted  without  fhrther  iimendment  -  *  1218 
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Entry  of  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  admit 

the,  on  certain  conditions       ...  1414 
'  read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1429 
read  a  XYM  time,  and  pMaed     ...  1674. 
Eri0  Canal,  Mr.  Porter  presented  a  petition  in 

relation  to  the ;  reforred  .    660 

resolution  of  the  Legidatore  of  Ohio  respect- 

•  ingthe;  referred  *'       -        ...  1018 
Ertii\g,  0»  W.,  correspondence  of,  with  the  See* 

retaiy  of  State        .        .         1860.  1^D80»  2011 
cerrespondenee  of,  with   Mr.  De  Rosen- 
kraats  •••.••  1882, 1)187 
Estimates,  it  tetter  from  the  Giecretaiy  of  the  Trea- 
sury, containing  his       .        .        *        -    686 
Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  S^bert  presented  the  petition 

of;  reforred^  .        .     \.        .        •        -  1860 
ETUsions  of  the  non-importation  aet,  the  Treae- 

u^  report  concerning    ....  8101 
Expenditure  of  Moneys,  Mr.  Randolph  submit- 
ted a  reeohition  on  the  -  •       •    846 
Exporlatien,  a  bHI  to  prevent,  under  foreign  per- 
mits or  lieenses,  read  twice,  and  commil- 
W        -       -        -        ...        .648 
a  hill  to  prohibit,  of  specie,  fte.,  read  twiee, 

and  committed 1617 

reported  with,  amendments  -  •  •  1680 
ordered  to  a  thiid  reading  •  -  r  *  ^^^^ 
read  a  third"  time,  a8d  passsd  -  -  ^  •  1688 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmentsb 

and  eoneurved  in 1084 

signed  by, the  Speaker,  and  approTod  by  the 

Pr^miettt 1084 

Exports,  statement  of,  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment      020,  V118 

Mr.  Mitohill  oflered  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 

jectof  .        .        -       .        ^       •        .1801 
tahb  0^  in  the  trade  with  Fiance      •        -  1068 

P. 
Fellows,  Stephen,  petition  of, referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims    IMS 

Finances,  annual  report  of  the  Treasury  on  the, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 866 

exhibit  of  the,  f^m  the  Treasury  Department  8048 
FiUdley,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  the 

Message  -        -        -  •      .    .    -    887 

speech  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

•  raise  an  additional  nulitaiy  fiurce    .-        «    6t8 

on  the  volunteer  bill 771 

on  the  militia  bill       -        •        •        -        -  1087 

<  remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes      r        -        -  1184 
Fine  at  Richmond,  Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the  calamitous   -        -    688 
unanimously  adopted  -       •       •    688 
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Fint  District,  a  Sill  from  the  Senato  to  alter  the 

time  for  holding  the  Cirouit  Ooarts  in  the> 

read  twice  ^   -  •     •        -        -  . '     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 

Fiik,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment 

to  the  apportionment  bill        ... 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  iur 

employing  the  Army      ....    729 
on  the  bill  to  accept  tolanteers  -        -     742,  797 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill        -        -        -     968 
>    remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  .  -  -  1098 
on  the  second  resolution  snbniitted  by  said 

committee      -        -        - .    .  -        -        -  1109 
on  British  intrigues  -        -        -  ^  -1187,1196 
Fling,  Lemuel,  letter  from,  respecting  the  impress- 

meiitofhis  son;  referred        -        -        -  1897 
Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  a  oemmittee     .^ 
was  appointed  to  inquire  concerning  West  1 169 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Gheves,  a  resqlutton  was 
passed  relating  to,  grants  by  the  British 
OoTemment  in  '    -        -        -        -    •   - 
petition  of  the  people  of  West,  to  be  i^nexed 
to  Itooisiana,  reiferred     .... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire' into  the  fxpedi- 
eney  of  annexing  a  pah  o(  to  Mississippi 

Territory 

a  hiU  to  thai^ff^ct  read  twice,  and  prdevad 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1367 
read  a  third  time  ....  -.1^6 
third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed  -  1379 
returned  frdm  the  Senate  with  amendmients  1417 

concurred  in 1419 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  (^secret  essaion,)  the 
committee  on  the  Prendent's  confidential 
Message  were  instructed  to,  inquire  into 
the  .expediency  of  anthoriiing  the  Presi* 
dent  to  take  possession  of  East  and  West  1688 
a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read     ....  1683 
read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        .  1684 
read  a  third  tim^  and  passed     ...  1686 
rejected  by  the  Senate        ....  1698 
Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  resolution  to  call 

for  information  concerning  ...  1686 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 

on  the  Piesident 1686 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  docu- 
ments in  reply       -        •        .  \^<. 
Foreign  Relations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  M^ssa^  as  relates  to  our,  wee 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  ,      • 
'  report  of  said  committee    •        -        -    '    • 
fiist  resolution  in  said  report,  lor  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army,  carried     ... 
•econd  resolution,  for  raising  regulan,  carried 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  for  Tolunteers,  militia, 

and  navy,  agreed  to 
sixth  resolution,  for  permitting  merchant- 

men  to  arm,  dtc,  agreed  to    •        * 
the  House  concurred  in  the  first,  second,  and 

third  resolutions  .  *  •  419,  646,  646 
the  President  transmitted  papert  respecting* 

our ;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  .  *  1*438 
report  of  the  Committee  of,  on  our  relatidns* 

with  Great  Britain 1646 

Foreign  Intercourse,  biU  in  relatiod  to,  read  twice, 

and  committed      .,       .  •      •  .    §49 
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886 

373 
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418 
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Forfeited  Reeogniaanoes,  a  bill  authorising  leuii. 
sion  of,  in  the  District  of  Columbii,  md 
twice     -        -        -        •       -      -     •  14tt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •      •     •  14|| 
Forvest,  James,  petition  o^  referred  to  the  Coo* 

roittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufutorei .  tt 
Foster,  Augustus  J.,  correspondence  o^  with  the 

Secretory  of  State  •        -  -1781,  IN) 

Fowler,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti* 

tion  of;  referred (n 

France,  a  Message  from  the  President,  tnaraai- 
>  ting  letters  from  the.  Minister  of    -     .  38 
edrrebpondence  on  our  relations  with  -      •  M 
Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  paxolina,  wnqul- 

ified,  and  took  his  sest  ^  •  ••81 
Prazier,  Solomon,  report  on  the  petition  of  .  1$& 
French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented  t  ttato* 

^ent  concerning ISX 

Mr.  Wheaton  presented  sundry  doauinti 
concerning,  wbicb  were  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stete  -        -.       -      -     .  1» 
Friends,  Mr.  Little  presented  the  memonalof  the 

TearW  Meeting  of  the  ;  referred    -     .  M 
Fiomentin,  Eligxus.  admitted  within  the  HaOfii 
'  one  of  the  Delegates  from  the  Tenitoijof 
Orleans  -        -        -        ^       -     -UM 

FnUon,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  extendi^ 

(he  time  ot  patent  rigbte  to     ^^      •     •  Stf 
read  twice,  and  oommittSMl  •       -       -     •  (13 
& 
Gumble,  Wfillam,  a  petition  of,  referred  to  tb 

Secretary  of  War Iffi 

Gaxited,  William,  (ho  committee  ordered  toie- 

port  a  bill  in  the  case  of  -        •       •     •  IMt 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  twice  -      •     •  KM 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     '  -       -     .  Mi 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      .     .  IIS 

General  Land  0$ce,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

esteblish  a ,  •  IM 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  CommlttNa 

Public  Lands         -         -        ...  111! 
reported  with  amendmente,  and  oommittiJ*  1^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended     •  187 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      •    •  189 
Qeneral  Post  Ofike  and  Patent  Office,  the  Port* 
master  Oeneral  was  directed  to  lajbdm 
the  House  an  estimate  of  the  expenmoC 
repairing,  dtc        -        -        -      .     •  tift 
Geoigetown  L^caster  School,  a  bill  to  iiieorp»- 
rate;  the  trustees  of  the,  read  twice,  tod 

committed     - W 

reported  with  amendmente,  and  ordered  to 

<  a  third  reading ^^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      -     -  IM 
Georgia,  %  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  t^ 
tying  the  amendment  to  the  Conititatioo 
on  the  subject  of  titles   -       .      -      •  lOtt 
another,  approving  the  o^easures  of  GoTen- 

ment ^^ 

Gholson,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, and 

took  his  seat ^ 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the 

apportionment  bill  -       .       .      -  ilt 

remarks  of,  on  the  stotute  of  limitatioo  -  ^ 
on  the  bin  to  raise  volunteers  •  -  765,76 
on  the  war  taxes       -        -       -       "      '  '^il 

'  on  British  intrigues ^JJ: 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana  -      •     -  IM 
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QkoHfon,  Mr.,  remarks  pf-^^^ontinned*  Pag^* 

on  tlM  c«M  of  BoimaaveU  •        •        •  1S«9 

on  the  District  banks         •        •  U32,  U2d 

Giles,  Mr.,  (of  the  Senate,)  speech  of,  on  th«  hill 

for  raising  volunteers     ....  1693 
Glebe  Lands,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  re- 
specting the,  of  Fairfax,  refernd    •*        -  1072 
Gold,  Mr.»  remarks  of,  on  the  Rules  ^nd  Orden     670 
on  Uie  bill  to  raise  Tolunteers     .        •        -    796 
speech  oi,  on  the  Navy  bill         -        •        •983 
remarks  of,  en  the  Senate's  amendment  to* 

the  DisUict«ourt  bill  -  -  -  ^  1229 
in  the  /case  of  Bounsavell  ....  1268 
speech  of,  on  a^  bill  returned  with  objeclioBs 

bj  the  President    .        •        -        ^        .  I875v 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Tnu- 
niy  n^tes       .--....  1601 

'     On  the  embargo  bill 1606 

Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maijland,  Was  qnali* 

fiecl,  and  took  his  seat  -  -  -  •  . .  -  372. 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  the 

Corps  of  Engineers       -        -        -        •1219 
ipeech  of^  oa  an  appeal  from  the  deoisidn        ^ 
of  the  Speaker       .        .        .       -        .  146:1 
remarks  of,*  on  the  repeal  of  the  non-impor- 

Ution  acfii 1642 

Citfod  Friday,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Spnlie,  the  Hoimb 

a^jottfned  for  the  day     -        -        •    •    •  1260 
Gore,  Lieutenant  Qovernor,  letter  from,  to  Sir 

James  Craig  -        -        :        •        -        -  1863 
GoTernment,  a  b^l  ibr  the  support  U,  read  twice/  * 

and  committed  -  - '  -  -  -  976 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  1011 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -.1012 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1082 
oeromitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Mmhs  •      .  -        •        -        -        •        -  1063 

retried,  and  amendments  eoncurrcd  in     -  1086 

a  bill  making  additions!  appiopriations  fu 

sapport  <^,  read  twice,  ^dcc.     •        •        »  1316 

'     ofderad  to  a  third  reading  -        -        ^^       ..  ,1346 

.   read  a  thin!  time,  and  passed     ...        -  1347 

retimed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  14 f7 

amendments  road,  and  oemmitled      •        -  UIB 

reported,  and  concurred  in         •        *        -  1428 

Gkny»  iSdwin,  of  Virginia,  w«s  qnaiified,  and  tank 

hiese«t  ..      -  -    862 

Great  Britain,  a  Message  fioom  the  President, 

transmitting  papers  concernirig,  796, 800, 1210, 
1482,  1486»  1487,  1492,  1493, 1616 
er^et  W^ter  Creek,  Mr.  Rhea  ofiered  a  repoln- 

tidn  on  the  sntyect  o(  seed,  and  lefiBrred,  1001 
Gxeely,  Aaron,  a  bill  for  relief  e4  reed  twice,  and 

eommitted 1246 

reported  without  amendment,  and  eideved . 

to  a  third  reading 1319 

reed  a  third  time,  and  paseed     *        •  ,     •  1321 
Grimes  i.  B.,  a  letter  fiom,  le  the  Speaker,  ste^ 
ing  that  he  had  directed  a  lumber  of  tea 
plaBtstobesent^lerlbeiiseofmemben,  1437 
Ghni&dy,  Mr.*  remarks  oC  on  a  leaolntien  relating 

tt>  Indian  lands      *       -        -       -      .  •    360 
lon  the  resolution  to  lay  additional  diiliee, 
dbc       •        •        .......  361 

speech  oi,  on  the  aeoond  leaoliitioa  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relelions  -  -  422 
remsrks  of,  on  amending  ihfi  Senate  bill,  ta 

raise  an- additional  military  i»ree     *        •    fl2 
'  on  receding  from  amendments  dieagoBed  m 
by  the  Senate       -       *       • .     -       -    764 


Gffwudy,  Mr.,  remarks  ef-^ooAtiMied.  Pege* 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteem    -        -     7304  778 
speech  of,  on  the  war  taxes        ...  1136 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  relating  to  Ten- 
nessee lands  -        -        -        -        ...  116A> 
on  a  motion  to  empower  the  Committee  of 
Foreign   Relations  to  send  £>r  persons, 

Ac .        •  110« 

in  the  casf  of  Rounsavell  •        •        •        -1268^ 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess     -        -  138S 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  authoriiing  As- 
sistant Secretaries  of  War      -        -        -  1364 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo    ...        -  1407 
remarks  o(  on  the  resolution  to  recall  ab- 
,  sente6s  -        -'..'.        •        .        .  1424 
on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embaigo  ^r  a  limited 
time 1589 

H. 

Hall,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volun- 
teers      J      •        -    798 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the 
maritime  frontier ,1080 

Harper*  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  ibr  Assistant 

SecreUries  of  War         ...        -  1382 

Hairison,  Jabez,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     -  '      •        •        .        .        -    476 

Harrison^  Governor  Wm.  H.,  Mr.  Bassett  pre- 
sented a  letter  from,  re&ri'ed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Bute 1389 

Harrison  and  Lewis,*  Mr.  Emott  presented  a  pe^ 

tition  of,  referred    -        -        -        -        *    413 

Havre  de  Grace,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures wsB  instructed  to  inquire  into  the ' 
.   expediency  of  extending  the  district  of  •    404 

Hai^n,  Moses,  a  report  from  the  Treairury  and 
'War  Departments  on  the  claims  of  the 
behv  o^  and  othen   .'■•'-        -1189 

Head,  Joseph,  a  petition  of,  referred  -        -  1327 

Hempen  Goods,  Mjr.  Condit  submitted  a  tcsoIq- 

tion  respecting 348 

Henley,  David,  a  billibr  the  relief  of,  reed  twice, 

and  committed       •  '    .    '    .        .        .  1669 

'       a  third  reading  relhsed      ....  168t 

Henry,  iokn,  r^wrt  of  tin  Committee  of  Fee- 

eign  Relations  on  the  disclosures  of        -  1220 

Mewett;  Thomasi  pretest  of,  against  a  French 

squadron       -        -        -        .  '     •        .  1297 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State        -        ^1316 

Hill,  ioseph,  a  letter  from,  endi^ing  surveys, 

dcc«,  ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  libraiy  1414 

Hodgson,  Rebeoea,  Mn  Lcwm  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  referced 869 

Hofiman,  Peter,  jnni,  m  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reed 

twice,  and  committed     -       -        -       -  1346 
"^rejected  on  third  reeding.  -        -        -        .  1420 

Home  Deperlment,  report  on  the  subject  of  a    -  2170 

^ouse  ef  Bepresentsuves,  memben  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the         ....    329  * 
adjournment  of  the,  on  acnouni  oi  the  indi^ 

position  of  the  Speaker  ....  1438 
nanal  proeeedinge  preparatory  4o  the  ad- 
journment of  the 1688 

HubbeU,  Enskiel,  a  bill  to  empower  the  Seceete* 
ry  of  the  Treaeory  to  decide  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  twice,  and  committed  •        -    689 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 692 

r^d  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        •    692 


Xlvu 


INDEX. 

BtAm  Proceeding9  aiml  DebaUk. 


x\m 


HabUe,  Exekie(-^c<Ni4uiH«d.    r  F^ff*? 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  aiiieii<Imente» 

and  referred  •-....    .928 
repotted,  and  concurred  in         .       *.        •    933 
Hobbell,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       -        -        .        .        .  1235 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....  1^1 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1445 
Hnngerford,  John    P.,    (sitting  member,)    the 
House  decided  that,  is  not  entitled  to  his 
seat       -        ...        .        2        .    395 


lUinoia  Territory,  a  committee  to  inqaire  inte 
the  expediency  of  extehding  the  right  of 
suffrage  in     -        -        -        -      .•  -        -  1878 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  commits 
ted         -        -        -        -        -        -        .  1331 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  in  relation 
to  ^he  object  of  the  bill  ....  1326, 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -        -  134t 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend, 
ment      ...        n        -        -        -  142d 

concurred  in      -        -        -        -        -        .  1431' 
Importation,  a  bill  to  authorize,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, read  twice,  and  committed   -    698 

Mr*  Seybert  presented  a  petition  on  the  sub- 

^'ect  of,  of  brRish  goods,  referred    -        -  1243 
ill  to  suspend  the  several  acts  prohibit- 

'    ing,  read  twice,  dec        *        -        -        -  1511 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting,  during  the  war  •  -  -  1514 
Imp^fita  and  Exports,,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed to  lay  betore  the  House  a  statement  of 
the  amount  in  Talue  of  -      '  -        -        ^    570 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  obedience 

thereto 1018 

Importa  and  Tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  ManttAictares  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
i^  the  acts  lor  the  ooUection  d(  duties  oir,  140Q 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  regulating  the  ^ 
collection  of  duties  on,  read    ...  t51S 
Impressed  Seamen,  Mr.  Little  subOkitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -  •      -        -        -  .  370 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 
<p  the  President 373 

a  Import  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply    794 

Mr.  Stow  submitted  a  resolution  respecting    . 
the  allowance  of  bounty  in  certain  cases, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -    583 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to -    780 

which  was  rejected    -        -        -        -        -    83(S3 

on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  of 833 

Mr.  Jackson  submitted  «  memorial  and  fe* 
monstrance  against  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Stow  -  -  ...  .  -  1001 
Increase  of  the  Navy,  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Naval  Establishment  concerning 
an •  8137 


Indiana  Territory,  the  memovial  of  the  ht^Ah 

tura  of,  presented  at  last  sessioo,  wts,  « 

motion  of  Mr.  ienningr.  refeired  to  the 

Committee  on  Public  Lands  •  •  .  m 
rsport  of  eaid  cmnmittee  refored  to  tlie 

Committee  of  the  Whole  -  •  •  4m 
Committee  of  the  Whole  concur,  and  repon  56( 
Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  iieeokitien  to  m«k« 

certain   inquiries  of  the  Pieiddeat,  cod. 

eeraing j^ 

'  a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  prsying  U- 

mission  into  the  Unioo,  referred     -      .  17 
a  protest  against  aaid  petition    *      -     •  Ttf 
'    Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolution  in  reh- 

tion  to  the  seat  of  jnatioe  in  -  -  •  ifi 
Mr.  Jennings  submitted   a  repressntatin 

complaining  of  the  Ck>vemor  of  -  .  Ml 
Mr.  Jennings  eflered  a  resolution  on  llie  lob- 

jeict  (ast  mentioned,  which  was  agreed  to  m 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  lobe 

admitted  into  the  Union         «>  .\ui 

^eommittee  was  appointed  to  inqaire.  cob* 

corning  th^  aet  to  divide  .  •  •  149 
a  bill  eopplementaiy  to  the  act  to  diride,  read 

tiricer^bc  -  -  -  -'  •  -IWI 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -m 
vetumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendraenti  I4S 
petitions  pfmying  further  time  lo  compleic 

payments  for  lands  in      .       -      .1493,»JI 
Indian  Aftirs,  appointment  of  a  select  cemuittee 

on  .......  jtf 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  -        -       •     •  IHI 
Indian  Agents,  Mr.  Jenning^s  anbmlttedl  t  iwoIb- 
-    tion  relating  to  the  i||>pointment  of-     •  (18 
wiiieh  was  agreed  to  •      '  -       -      -     •  M 
Indian  Department,  Mr.  McKee  submitted  a  ri- 

•olutlon  relative  to  the  importatiea  ofgoodi 

for  the  use  of  the Sll 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  in^ire  toto 

the  compensation  of  the  SupeiintcDdeot 

rftho m 

a  bill  lo  increase  the  salary  of  the  SopaiB- 

tendf  nt  of  the,  read  twice  -     .  IM 

Indtan  Lands,  Mr.  Poiadezter  submitted  a  fw- 

faition  of  inquiry  ooncemieg  -      •    •    X 
Indian  Trade,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BunreKtcea* 

mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  eaiMien- 

'     ing  the  -^ W 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  Wsr,  in  obcdi' 

ance  to  said  resotaiion    -       •      .     •  7S$ 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -      .     .  9S 
Infantry,  a  report  on  the  discipline  of     -  •     •  l^U 
a  bill  for  the  more  peifeet  organifstioB  of 

the,ioadtwioe 1^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  *    -  •  I^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •      - 1449 
retnrned  irom  the  Senate  with  amcDdmeDti, 

and  refotred IWI 

a  disagreement  to  the  amebdmenti  report- 
ed, and  agreed  to ^^^ 

report  of  the  conferees  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table      ...        .       ..     .      .15» 

tiie  House  receded  from  their  disagreenen^  153S 
Infirm  and  Superannuated  Ofllcen^  At.,  Mr. 

Dawson  submitted  a  reeolutioji  respeeting  3SI 
a  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice  •  .  •  fiV 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-  -       .•  •    -      - 1^ 

read  a  third  time ^^ 

qnestioA  on  iu  passage  loot  .     -  lOK 


xlix 


INDEX. 


Honue  Proeeedinfff  and  Debater. 


InibrmtttioB,  Mr.  MeKee  preMiitod  ft  reiolation 
•ftldiig,  of  the  Pircndttit,  on  Mmdiy  ob- 
jects        •    ft67 

Internftl  Duties,  ft  bill  mftkiof  fiirther  provinon 

for  the  ccillection  of,  rekd  twice       -        -  1666 
latemftl  IinproTemenl»  ft  Tepor*  on  the  petitioBs 

of  Mrerftl  oen^peoies  propoeinf-      •        -  1078 
commiited  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1080 
Iron,  OB  motion  of  Mr.  Condict/the  Committee 
of  Commerce  end  M&n»fiuitares  were  inr 
etmeted.to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
enoOQTftging  the  mennlftctare  of     -'     '  •    846 
ft  petition,  ptftying  thet  the  importetion  «f« 
•nny  be  prohibited,  referred     -        -  ,     «    669 

.J. . . 

Jftil  ftt  Alexftndrift,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the 
petition  in  reletion  to  the,  presented  ftt 
Iftst  session,  was  referred  to  the  Commit-' 
tee  on  th^  District  of  Colnmbxft      -        *    862 
JftnnegT)  Thomfts,  end  others,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  dischsrged  from  the  peti* 

tionof -        -1488 

JeffivsonColtege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,' 
the  Committee  on  Poblic  Lftnds  were  in- 
strncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ftuthorizing  the  Secretery  of  the  Treasviy 
to  focftte  the  sections  grented  to  -  •  788 
ft  bin  to  thftt  eflect  reed  twice,  end  commit* 

ted  ' .794 

.  reported  without  ^smendment,  and  ordered 

to  ft  third  reading  ...        ...        -  1088 

read  ft  third  time,  end  pftseed     ...  1084 
Jefferson's  Mannftl,  dn  motion  of  Mr*  Bftssett,  s 

reeohition  was  adopted,  respecting  *        .  1 118 
JelfersonTille,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  s  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  District  of        ^        •    856 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  Delegate  firom  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat     .    881 
remarka  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  tp  sun- 
dry petitions  from  said  Territory   '-        .  1848 
statement  made  by,  in  the  ease  of  Rounsa- 
Tcll        -        -        -        -        -        -    ,    -1864 

Johiieon«  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    ...    466 
remarfce  of^  on  the  motion  to  recede  from 

amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  -    708 
on  the  bill  to  reise  rotunteers     ...    781 
speech  of;  on  the  NsYal  EstablishmcQt        *    876 
on  the  wftT  tftxes       ....  1140, 1666 

remerks  of,  in  explanstion  of  his  motion  re- 
Ifttingto'WestFloridft  -        -        .        -1169 

on  British  intrigues 1191 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiane  -  -  1218, 1884 
in  the  case  of  RounsftTell  ....  1367 
on  the  joint  reeolution  for  e  recess  1314»  1837 
speech  ot  ob  the  bill  for  ftuthoriung  Ae- 

sisf  ant  Secretaries  of  War      ...  1364 
.  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      ...  1390 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders,  Mr.  WiUisms  submitted 

an  amendment  to  the     •      .  -        -        -  1483 

disftgreedto 1486 

Judges  of  the  United  States^  ft  bill  from  the  Sen* 

ftte  respecting  the -1434 

twice  Teft<^  end  committed         ...  1436 
Jndieigl  System,  on  motion  of  Xr.  Gold  p,  com- 
mittee Wfts  ftppointed  to  inquire  into  the 
etpodiency  of  ftmending  the  -        .       ..  1086 


K.  Pftge. 

Kaekftskift,  ft  bill  for  revision  of  confiriofttion, 
dkc,  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of, 
lead  twice,  and  committed      ...    649 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

'   to  ft  thiid  reeding •  686 

reed  e  third  tisse,  end  pftssed     ...    596 
OB  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
en  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in. 
quirs  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the 

district  of .667 

ft  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  oom- 

ihitted 636 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1034 

reftd  ft  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1034 
Kent,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mi-.  Randolph's  mo^ 

ties  for  employing  the  srmy  .       w        .    734 
Kentucky,  re'solHtions  of  the  Legisletnre  o(  to 

.  support  the  Government,  referred   •        •  1080 
Key,  Philip  Beiton;  of  MftryUnd,  Wfts  quslified,' 

•ftnd  took  his  seet 884 

reiDftrks  of,  on  Mr.  Rftndolph's  motfon  .to 

employ  the  ermy  .  •  .  ,  '  .  786 
speech  ol,  on  the  bill  to  ratee  volunteers  *  760 
remarke  of,  on  British  intrigues  .  *.  .  1198 
in  the  case  of  Bouneavell  ^  -  '.  .  1S67 
OB  the  Dktrict  banks         •     -  •  .  1488 

King,  Mr^  rcsMrks  6f,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution 

rsspecting  edditionftl  dutiee    .              369,  361 
Kii^ston,  Stephen,  e  foveraMe  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        868 

in  wbieh  the  House  refueed  to  eonour'       -  1086 
Knighti  Lieutenftiit  Simeon,  e  bill  for  relief  of, 

reed  twice,  end  committed     •        .        •  1048 
KaesviJle,  Mr.  Rhee  presented  e  letter  of  us- 
stroction,  respecting  ft  road  fiom,  to  An-  « 
gnstft,  which  Wfts  refeired  to  the  Seeretn* 
ry  of  Wft»     -        "        .        *  .     .        -  1016 

^V 
Lacock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania^  was  qualified^ 

and  took  his  seat 331 

speech  of;  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  783,  796 
remarks  o(  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 

naturalteation  la^s  -        .  .  1661 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Corps  of  Engi. 

neers 1^19 

OB  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  district 
•      court  bill       ..'....  ins 
OB  the  petitioQs  for  repeal  of  the  embftrgo  .  1481 
Lambert,  William,   report  of  the  SecreUiy  of 

State,  on  the  petition  of       .        -        .  1677 
Landftist  Peter,  Mr.  Peukling  preeented  e  peti- 
tion of  666 

referred  to  e  eeleet  eommittee    •        .        .  1048 
«n  ftdverse  report  thereon,  concurred  in      -  1216 
LftWy  Mr.,  speech  of;  on  the  bill  relftting  to  the 

Nftval  Establishment      ....    $95 
Letters  of  Marque,  a  bill  concerning^  read  twiee, 

end  committed 1611 

reported  with  ftmendment,  end  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -        -  .      ^       .        .  1616 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1616 
retamed   from    the  Senate,  with    amend- 

menis    -        -  .      •  -        -'       -  1686 

which  were  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  1644 
Levy  Court,  a  bill  concerning  the,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  D..  C,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  ....       ^        ...'  607 
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Levy  Couri— continiied.  Page, 

oidercd  to  a  third  Teading  -  *  .  .  1076 
read  a  third  time,  and  puaed  •  '  «  -  1083 
a  petition  of  the,  referred  to  the  CoQunittee 

on  the  District  of  Columbia  -  •  .  ..  697 
a  bill  conierring  certain  powenpn  the»  raad 

twice,  and  committed  •  *  .  •  1261 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  •  .  -1961 
returned  from  the  Senate,  vith  amendments  1322 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1436 
read  a  third  time^  and  paMved  ...  ,1436 
another  bill  oonceming^retamed  with  amead- 

mento,  read,  and  committed    •    .    «        -  1614 
report  of  dieagreement  concurred  in    •        .1632 
Lewis,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  msrriage  Hcenaee      •  lt)41 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Corps 

of  Engineers 1219 

LibraVy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  a  joint  eom- 

'  mittee  was  appointed  on  the  -        -        -    368 
a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  agrae, 
'  and  have  appointed  a  committee     - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  «p. 

'{^ropriatiens  for  the,  read  twice,  and  ooa. 

mittod . 

.    reported  without  amendment,  and  Ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  .  .  308 
Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  joint  resolntton  of* 

fering  the  use  df  the  books  in  the,  to  the 

United  Stetes  Judges,  road  twice,  and  or- 

dered  tfi  a  third  reading  •  -  •  . 
read  a  third  timer  s&d  passed  •  •  • 
a  letter  from  the  Chief  Jnstiee,  in  behalf  of 

the  Sttpreme  Ceiirt,  acknowledging^  the 


402 


397 


1106 
1107 


1116 


-  1666 


I  torReUilers,  a  bill  to  lay  duties  on,  read 

twiee -        - 

Light-Houses,  a  bill  to  atithorize  the  purchase  of 
Lewis's  patent  for  lighting,  read  twice, 
Ac 618 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  .        -        .        -        -        .  i068 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .       ..        -  1072 

returned  from  thoSenatey  with  amendmente  1108 

concurred  in i.     1112 

Limitatbn,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution' 
eoneeming  the^stetutes  of     - 

which  was  concurred  in,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims  ■   - 

repoit  of  said  committee    - 

a  resolution  adopted  to  inquire'  into  the  mer* 
ite  of  claims)  dtc    •        •        .     ^ 
liittle^  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  roeede 
frpm  disagreement  to  a  bill  from  the  Sea* 
ate 

remarks  of,  qA  the  reeolntion  for  calling  ab- 
sentees -        •*        -        •        .        •  '     . 
Little  Belt,  British  account  of  tbe  Affatr  with  the  1876 

American  stet^ment  of  the  same        -        -  1883 

address  of  Commodore  Itodgeis  to  the  court 
of  inquiry  in  the  esse  of  .        *        .        -1922 

letter  of  the  Commodore  to  the  Secretery  of 
the  Navy 1986 

Loan*  a  bill  authorixug  a,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    1066 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1087 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •  1092 
returned  from  the  Senate,  amended,  and  con- 
«  curred  in       •        •        -        -        -        •  1198 
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334 
667 


-  1233 


703 
1424 


LaaiH-continued. 

a  letttf  from  the  fleeietaiy  of  theTmnj/'^ 

with  a  report  of  proceedings  under  tbtMt 

authorizing  a  ...  ,  j^. 

OB  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  Ihe  Seerelvyif 

the  Treasnry  wae  directed  to  repoit  tfe 

practicability  of  obtoining  a  •  -  •  Wt 
a  bill  authoriaing  a,  of  eleven  milliont,  nd 

t^iee,  and  committed  .-  .  •  .  lio 
reported  without  amendment,  lesd  t  tUri 

time,  and  passed 1575 

the  Treesuiy  report  on  the  siriijeet    .     .  jm 
L»aisiana,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  petitioa  sf  ih 

peopleof  the  Territory  of,  prayiog  the  •». 

ond  grade  of  goremment  -  -  .  jji 
Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  similar  petitioD  .  ^ 
a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  rstd  twice, 

and.eommitted  -  -  -  -  -itu 
rapecfied  amended,  and  ordered  to  t  tUri 

reading i» 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  1S7 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  aaoidnato  m 
concurred  in  •  -  •  -  .  •  .  is^ 
.  a. bill  from  the  Senate  to  enlarge  the  tinititf  M 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  Uiird  ntdiBg  •  Itl) 
read  a  third4ime,  and  pas^  -  -  .  lai 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  suppiementaiytokit  U8 
read  three  times,  and  passed  •     •  Iti! 

bill  tespectin^  the  survey  of  certain  Inii  a, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reaKii  Itil 
a  bill  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  ccrtn 

lands  in,  read  twice        -       -      •    .lUS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -     -  M 

Lowsiant  Lesd  Company ,«  bill  foom  the  Souli 

- .  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dec.  -     •  IStt 

^reported  without  amendment     •      •     •  IX 

third  reading  rejected        -        -      .     •  I3U 

I^uisiana  Stock,  a  letter  from  the  Seaetuyof 

the  Treasury  concerning  the  •      -     •  Itti 
bill  to  transfer  the  6  per  cent,  and,  read  tsiet  143; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .      .     .  IsO 
LouisYilie,  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  resolnUoiiR- 

specting  an  armory  at    *        -      .     .  1083 
a  report  from  the  committee       -      >    •  IM 
read,  and  agreed  to    -        -        ...  29(3 
Lowndes,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Se&tte  UD  ta 

raise  an  additional  military  force  •  •  MK 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Nml 

JBstabltsfament M 

on  the  bill  to  permit  the  importation  of  Biit* 

ish  goods 1281,191 

on  sundry  petitions  to  suspend  the  noD-im- 

portation  act \Vi 

on  the  bill  respebting  munitions  of  wir    •  li^ 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  t  Deno- 

rial  of,  praying  to  be  repaid  a  fine,  node 

prosecution  ^r  libel        -        ..-34 

referred  to  a  select  committee    .      .     •  3(^ 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  •  13t« 

referred  to  a  committee      .        •       -     •  M^i 

'     reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  1^'^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -     •  I^^' 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  o(on  the  lesolntion  torefcr 

the  Message    -        -        -      .  -      .     .  Itf 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resohitioB  mpecl* 
in^  additional  duties  *    -       -       *     -  ^ 

spbech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  «f 
Foreign  Relations *" 
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Mftcon,  Mr.,  speech  o^^r-contintted.  Pag«. 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  raue  an  additional  mil- 

iUry  force      .----•    600 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  'eatabliah  a  Qaar* 

termaater's  department  .  -  •  «  903 
on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -  *  <  -  1081 
on  the  Misaiasippi  bill  •  ■  .  '  .  •  1907 
in  tho  cue  of  RoansaTell  ...  1939, 1206 ' 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess  *  -  1840 
Msgrader,  Patriok,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

House  ..-•....    881 
Iftgnxder)  AUsn  B.,  one  of  the  Delegates  from' 

Orleans,  admitted  within  the  House        -.  1 168 
Maine,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  tim^  for  hold- 
ing the  District  OourtB  of       -        .        . 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading-  -        -      , .        «        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  {(assed    '  - 
Manofmctures,  Mr.  Newton  made  a  Btktement  of 
returns  of  American,  as  directed  by  the 
census  law  to  be  made  to  the  Treasuiy 
Department,  dtc.    -        -        -*       - 
a  petition  praying  protection  of  *'  .    -  2056, 9079 
Manufactures  of  Copper,  the  .Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  raianufacturea  wete  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  lay- 

ing"  duties  on 

Maiitime  frontier,  a  bill  making,  further  appro* 
priation  for  ddeoce  of  o u r,  read  Ivrice,  dtc. 
read  a  third  time       .        .  '      .    -    . 

passed    ^ 

a  bill  ftirther  to  provide  for  defence  of  onr, 

read  twice     .        .        1        .        ••        •  1539 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1578 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1574 
a  bill  fh>m  the  Senate  for  defence  of.        *  1847 
read  twice,  and  committed         -        •        •  1858 
Marriage  Licenses,  Mr.  Baker  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  District  (If  Columbia,  respecting ; 
referred  -        -      .  - 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  and  committed 
first  section  stricken  out,  and  bill  lost  .        *  1Q41 , 
Marylsnd,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  caiir  into 
efiect  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ... 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
.     read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Mason,  John,  and  others,  petition  o(  referred 
Mason's  Island,  a  petition  prayipg  authority  to 

cut  a  canal  around,  dtc 

a  biH  to  authorise  a  canal,  dkc«,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .        *        .        .  '     - 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Seaver  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of,  to  furnish  supplies 
for  puiblic  service   -        .        -        <• 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
Mr.  Cutts  presented  an  address  of  the  Re- 
publican members  of  the  Legislature  of, 
approving  the  measures  of  Government  . 
Maxwell,  George  C.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qiial- 
ifled,  and  took  his  seat   .... 
remarks  of,  6n  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate  ' 708 

Mechanica'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  biH  from  the 

Senate  to  incorporate  the        •        .        -  1899 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  eommittee      -  1899 


Mechenios'  Bank  of  AJlexandria — oontintted.      Page» 
report  of  the  committee  thereo^i         .        •  1348 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1490 
read  a  diird  lime,  and  passed      ...  1498 
Merchant  Vessels,  a  bill  horn  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  arming  of    -       .  -        -        -  1347 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1868 
MelBage,'a  confidential,  from  the  President  of 

the  United  Sutes  .     « '  .        .        .        «  1694 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions  -  1680 

copy  of  said  Message         ....  1714 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  provide  for  designating,  ^bc  *      -  .     -  r940 

read  twice,  and  eommitted  .        •        .        *  1947 

reported  with  amendments'        ..       -        •  1998 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  «...  1849 

recommitted      -        •        -        -        .'  ,     .  1847 

Yeported  without  amendment,  read  %  third 

time,  and  passed    .        -        .        ...  1^7 

Military  Establishment,  a  hUl  iW>m  the  SenaU  to 

complete  the  existing     .        .        .        • 

twice  read,  and  committed         •        *  • .    • 

reported  without  amendment     r        •>        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        « 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

thei,  read  twice,  and  committed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  * 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 
a  bill  making  additional  approprifitions  for 
the,  dtc,  read  twice,  dtc.         ... 
ordered'  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        - 
Military  Force,  j^apers  from  the  War  Departs 

,         ment  relating  to  the       .. 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  a  committee  was  appointed  tp  ia« 
quire  in  relation  to  the  .        •        •        . 
Militia,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  eatablish 
a  uniform  system  of,  read  twice,  Ac» 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  Committee  on 
Mintary  Aflairs  were  i^istmcted  to  report 
a  bill  for  arming  the       ...        . 
a  bill^to  arm  and  bquip  the,  read  twice,  dtc  1040 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1078 
.read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1084 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente  1998 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  the,  of  the  Southern  and  Western 

Sutes 1997 

a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 

in  relation  to  the 9107 

1208  .  Miller,  Samuel  R^  dt  Co.,  Mr.  Quincy  presented 
1847 1  a  petition  of,  referred     -        •    '    - 

1364    MiUer,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  reed  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 
reportjpd,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Miller^  Peter,  a  report  on  the  petition  of;  con- 
curred in       -        -        ...        . 
MOnor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  iqo. 
tion  to  employ  the  army         ... 
speech  o(  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     - 
remarks  oi,  on  British  intrigues 
on  his  resolution  respecting  a  revision  of  the 

penal  code 

in  the  case  of  Rounaavell  ...  1259, 1971 
Minifie,  Charles,  a  b\Il  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    194« 


659 
583 


1915 
1377 
1370 
1157 

1010 


1989 
1940 


1510 
834 


598 

549 
667 
566 

1008 
1081 
1089 

1578 
1574 
1574 

9110 


1848 

589 
1004 


.  1039 


884 

1019 
1041 
1049 

784 

797 

750 

1198 

1988 


INDEX. 


H 


Houu  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Ninifie,  Charles — continued.  lP%gt. 

read  .twice,  and  committed        .-        •        -  1347 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1250 
'  read 'a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1343 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Director  of  the   -    692 
Miasissijipi  Territory,  Mr.  Poinderter  presented 
a  petition,  praying  admission  of,  into  the 

Union 344,686 

referred  to  «  select  committee    ...    586 
report  of  said  committee  recommitted  •  *     -    649 
an  amended  report    .....    660 
a  hill  to  enahle  the  people  of,  to  form  a  con- 
stitution, dtc,  read  twice        ...    640 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed"     •        -        -  1213 
Mn  Poindexter  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  oC  approring  the  meas- 
ures of  Government       ....    680 
another,  praying  the  extinguishment  of  cer- 
tain Indian  titles 1031 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 

'     into  the  expediency  qf  confirming  grants 

"by  |he  Spanish  Government  -        -        -  1077 
Mr.  P.  submitted  a  resolution  authorixing 
the  President  to  cause  a  census  to  be 
taken  of  the  people  of    ...        .1348 
amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  , 

reading  --..-.  'i4i7 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        «        .  1420 
a  bill  confirming  grants  by  the  British  Got- 
ernmcnt  of  West  Florida  to  lands  in,  read 

twice 1450 

ordered  to  a  fliird  reading  ....  1491 

a  bill  confirming  grants  in,  by  the  Spanish 

Government,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  1461 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        -        -  -     -  1479 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  .  •  1484 
retomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1682 
ooacurred  in  -  -  •  -  -  •  1669 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  division  of,  into  two  States  -  1480 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1483 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  ,-1486 
Missouri,  a  bill  respecting  the  lead  mines  in  the 

Territory  ot,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1663 
Mitdiill,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the 

Naval  Establishment  -  -  -  866,990 
speech  of,  on  the  Treasniy  note  bill  -  -  1506 
on  additional  duties  -        -        -        -        -  1619 

on  the  embargo 1617 

introductory  of  a  resolution  respecting  ex- 
ports              -        -  1201 

remarks  of,  on  the  Mississippi  bill       -        *  1207 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Corps  of  Engineers  1218 
Monroe,  James,  Secretary  of  State,  correspond- 
ence of,  with  Mr.  Russell        -  -  1764 
Moore,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  distilled 

spirits 1115 

Moeeley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  revenue  report    846 
Munitions  of  War,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  a  select  committee     -    843 
report  of  said  committee  in  detail        -        -    623 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  o(  read     •  1632 
amended,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations 1661 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .....  1664 
Tfljected  on  the  third  reading      «        •        •  1670 


Munitions  of  War*— continued.  p^, 

rejection  reconsidered,  and  bill  committed  •  157) 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discJurgedfroh 
its' consideration     -        -       '      ■     - 157) 
.  bill  amended  by  tho  House,  and  ordered  to 

'  a  thitd  reading 157^ 

'read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -•     .     .  157^ 
Murray,  John,  report  6n  the  petition  o(  refened 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  .  \m 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  andoommitled  UH 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  thiid 

'     time,  and  passed 1^91 

returned  from  the  Senate^  with  amendmcDb  iw 

concurred  in \{% 

McBryde,  Archibald,  of  North  CaroUni,  ini 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -      •     .  SR 
McCuUoch,  James   H.,  Mr.  McKimpmeAitd 
a  document  in  support  of  the  petitioo< 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  ob 
the  petition  of  certain  collectors     •     .  lOU 
^ee  Colkctora  of  Cuitonu.) 
M^ee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  Kit- 
thewLyon    -        .-...)« 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteexi,  79S,(!I 
speech  of,  on'  the  bill  conoerning  the  Ninl 

Establishment  -  -  •  •  S33,fll 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senatii's  amendmeou  to 

the  Wabash  bin m 

on  the  bill  for  the  goyernmentof  thsTe- 
'ritory  of  Logisiana  -       •*      •     •]£( 
in  the  case  of  Ronnsav«ll    -       •       -    •  l!Sf 
on  th^  embargo  bill   •        -       -      -     -  Uft 
McKim,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Seoiti 
bill  respecting  an  additional  militaiy  ibiti  (U, 

on  the  second  resolution  of  the  CofflmitiM 

of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  reTeniM  •  UN 

'  on  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  «me     •  US 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Ronnsavell  •     •  1271 

on  the  bill  te  perpiit  certain  importiti»  Ifll^ 

1311 
OB  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Conidtotk  1317 
speech  o(  on  appointing  Assistant  fiecrdi- 

riesofWar 1373 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks  *  ^^ 

speech  of,  6n  the  bill  authorising  tkiMe 

of  Treasury  notes  -  -  •  .14M,UK 
on  non-importation ^^ 

N. 
Natches»  a  j[>etition  of  sundry  inhabiunto  dxi 
hospital  at,    -      .  -        -  '     • 
another  firom  the  Mayor,  Ac,  of,  to  the  ium 
effect,  both  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

.Public  Lands 

said  committee  discharged,  reference  made 

to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mao* 

n&ctures       -        -        •       •      -     * 

thia  committee  diacharged,  and  the  lobjc^ 

referred  to  a  select  committee 

National  Militia,  sundry  resolutions  ef  the  Ligif* 

lature  of  Kentucky  relating  to  a 

Naturalization  Law,  an  motion  of  Mr.  Ltcod,a 

committee  was  appointed  respecting  tk 

expedienoy  of  amending  the  -     . '    J 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the,  read  twice,  ind 

committed     ""''",' 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  1 

third  reading  .      •        -        - 
raad  a  third  time,  and  paaMd     • 
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Naval  Ealablishment,  a  bill  concenMnff  Ae>  read 

twice,  and  committed      -  -        -     656 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  thiid  reading  -  1.004 
read  a  tbird  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  lOOt 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendiQenti, 

which  were  disagreed  to  -  -  •  1106 
the  8enat»  insist,  and  ask  a  conferepce  -  1215 
the  House  agree  to  the  eonference,  and  ap- 
point nlanagers  -  -  -  •  •  1216 
the  managers  report  modificatione  -  •  1838 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  modifications  of  the 

conferees -  1834 

the  House  did  the  same     •        .        «.        .  1886 
Nafal  Force,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the    343 
report  of  said  committee    -        •        -        -    553 
Kary,  a  bill  for  support  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1018 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readings     -  lt)31 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        .'  1033 
KaTj  Heapitals,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Na^,  with  a  copy  qf  the  rules  and 
■  regulations  for  the  gpvernmett  of  the,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    -        -  .      •  1437 
a  committee  appointed  to  ingoire  into  the 

act  esUblishing 1449 

report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        •  1437 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 
subject  of      -        -        •        -      .  •        -  8149 
Ka^  Officers,  dkc,  the  Secrete^  of  the  Navy 

was  directed  to  report  the  names  of,  dec.    980 
report  of  that  officer,  in  obedience       •        -  1018 
Kavy  Yards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  report 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures  on  the 

aeveral -    977 

report  of  that  officer  in  obedience        -        -  1437 
Nelson,  Mr.  remarks  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders    676 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  ...  600 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  - .  773 
speech  of,  on  the  same  -  •  -  790,  790 
on  the  navy  bHI  -  -  -  -  -  901 
on  arming  the  militia         ....      '..  1081 

on  the  war  taxes 1119 

on  the  Lenisiana  bill 1884 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  •        -1861' 
on  the  resolution  for  relief  to  Caraccas    '  -  1350 
on  the  raselutton  to  recall  absentees    •        •  1485 
on  the  embargo  Mil    •        ...        .   •    .  1597 
New  Jersey,  sundry  resolotions  of  the  people 
of,  expressing  confidence  in  the  Admm- 
ielratlon         ••-••-    896 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted copies  of  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture Of,  to  the  same  e fleet       ...    907 
Kew  Orleans,  petitition'"of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of, 

praying  a  grant  of  a  certain  lot,  referred  -  378 
report  of  the  committee  referred  to  the  Com* 

mittee  of  the  Whole       -        -*       •        «    404 
their  report  disagreed  to    -        •        -        -  ^  688 
Mr*  Pomdexter  snbmitted  a  reeolation  re- 
specting the  exaction  by,  of  a  tax  on  ree> 
sela  descending  the  Mississippi       -   '     -    663 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        •  1046 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  Ken- 
tucky respecting  a  voad  from,  to  sad  State  1 167 
a  bill  to  reiinqoiah  to  the  city  of,  a  certain 

lot*  read  twice,  and  oemmittcd  '.  '  -  1198 
npoited»  and  oidiied  to  a  thiid  teadiiiff     -  1808 


New  Orleana~*cop tinned.  PagWk 

read  a  third  time»  and  passed  .  -  .  1810 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1839 
which  were  concurred  in  -  -  .  -  -  1846 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  ibr  granting  to  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  his  successors, 
a  lot  in  the  city  of-  -  -  -  -1388 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  '  r  "  ^^^ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  onierea  to 

a  third  reading       .....  1389 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •  1848 
petition  of  the  delegates  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  Orleana  Territory,  praying  a  gnnt 
of  certain  lots  to  the  titj  o(,  refened  to  a 

committee 1471 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  for  the  supply  of  •    831 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea  s  resotn- 

tion  for  additional  duties         •        -.       •    860 
explanations  of  certain  returns  in  the  census 

respectuig  manufactures         ...    370 
remariLs  of,  on  a  resolution  reapecting  im- 

presmed  seamea      .        •        »        -        -    780 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  importation  of  Beit- 
ieh  goods       ......  1881 

on  the  joint  resolution  ibr  a  recess     -        •  1386 
on  the  resolution  to  lecall  absentees  •        •  1486 
New  York,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  peUtion  of 

sundry  merchants  of     -        -        -      334, 476 
New  York  Canahi,  petition  and  papers  relating 

to  ...;...-  3166 

Non-importation,sandi7petitionsfrom  Massachn- 

'  setts  and  Connecticut  respecting    -        •    366 
simdiy  petitions  praying  a  suspension  of  the 

act  of 1385 

papers  relating  to  modificatione  of  the  act  •  8106 
Non-inteitDOurse,  *Mr.  Richardson  sirtimitted-  a 

resolution  to  wpeal  the  act  conceraing    -  1644 
the  resolution  rejected        .        .        ^        .  |546 
North-  Bend,  a  comniittee  was  appointed  to  in-  > 

quire  concerning  a  road  to  the        -        •    349 
a  bill  concerning  said  road  read- twice        •    349 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     -        -        -    487 
North  Caaolinat  Mr.  Macon  presented  a  reeoln* 
tion  of  the  Legislature  U,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government        ...    607 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackledge,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  Jnto  the  expe- 
dient of  altering  the  time  for  holding 
the  district  courts  in       -        •        -        *    664 
a  Uli  to  that  ellect  read  twice,  and  oidered 

to  a  third  reading 719 

Mr.  Macon  presented  a  rvsolution  of  the  Le- 
gislatnDs  of,  rati^fing  the  amendttent  of  ' 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  titles        -    988 


O'BanaoB,  Tboaasi  a  bill  from  the  Senate  Ibr 

reliefof 408 

rend  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands 408 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        •        •    487 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        •  lOOll 
Ogden  and  Harrison,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the 

Citition  o^  referred        ....    476 
r.  Morrow  snbmitted  a  reedntion  re- 
'  specting  the  loan  of  arms  to  the  State  of    898 
on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
^lointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
eonfirnisg  the  ttetthem  bonndarj  of     •    686 
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Ohi»— conttntted.  Pagv* 

ft  reiolation  of  the  Leyislsture  of,  ftpproTing 

the  memsurae  of  Government  ...    697 
a  bill  sapplementiry  to  the  act  allowing' far- 
ther time  to  purchasers  of  land  northwest 
of  the  rivtr,  read  twice  -        -        -     '  -  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1567 
Old  Citj  Hall,  (New  York,)  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  .  1363 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   *  -  1898 
read  a  third  time,  and*  passed     .  •»        •  1S19 
Ordnance,  dec,  a  bill  authorizing  the  pufchase 

oi,  read  twioe,  and  committed  -  -  '686 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  694 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •  697 
a  MH  for  the  better  tegulation  of  the,  read 

twice,  and  commilted     ....  1389 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reftding      .  1867 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1876 
•    returned  from  ^e  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in   >        •        -        •        -  1419 
Ordnance  Department,  a  ^iU  to  establish  an, 

twice  read,  and  committed  ...  1838 
reported,  and  recommitted  ...  1383 

Oiiskan^  Manufacturing  Company,  the  memo* 
nal  of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and'Manufacttires  ...  1077 
Orleans,  a  bill  from,  ther  Senate  giving  Airther 
time- for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  0i,  read  twice,  and  oon* 

mitUd 1868 

reported  withevt  amendmentt  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        ••       •  1898 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -       ,  •  1317 
Orr,  Thomas,  the  Oommittee  of  PViUic  Lands 
were  instmcted  to  report  to  oonftrm,  in  Us 
title  tp  certain  lands       ....  1048 
a  hill  to  that  efiect  reed  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         1068 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  *  1168 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed  .  -  •I  196 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  Mneadmeats  1849 
which  wen  coBcnrred  in  «        •        •        •  1868 


Patentees,  Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  reselatiea 

calling  jfoff  the  names  of-        -        -        -    749 
which  was  agreed  to  ....    749 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  Sute  inobedienee    875 
Falent  Office,  Mr.  Seybert  made  a  repeit  respeet^ 

ingthe-       -*• 1490 

Patent  Rights,  petitione  for  tha  ejUension  of        81^3, 

8176 
Paulding,  Willism,  of  New  York,  wm  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 378 

Peace,  sundry  memorials,  reeommending  meae- 

nres  of  - 1416 

Pearl  River*  a  bill  for  reDef  of  the  Oommiseieneni 

west  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    691 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1040 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        «        .  1048 
PeaaMn,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Roan* 

savell -  1867 

on  his  resolution  to  require  a  statement  of 
enlistments    ......  1485 

PMk,  William,  a  bill  to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment, read  twice    .....  1479 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -  1484 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasied     •     ^  -        *  1488 


^enal  Code^  Mr.  Milnor  submitted  t  raobtioB        i 
for  a  revision  of  the       .-       -      ■     •  1S3S 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed     .  \x^ 
Pennsylvania,  a  message  communicstin^  nttirj 

resolutions  of  the  Legiilature  of   .     .  ^ 
Mr.  Milnor  presented  -a  petition  of  the  Her. 
elutionary  line  of  -       -       -      •     .  i^t 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  Tctdtvkc  iStf 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  >       •      -     •  im 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      •     •  li^ 
Pension  List,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Bi]rweD,theS» 
retaty  of  War  was  directed  to  report  tk 
nVmes  of  persons  on  the        >      •     •  IH& 
Pensions,  a  resolution  by  Mr.  Rhea  oa  the  nb. 
jeet  oi,  referred   to  the   Cominittee  of 

Claimt  IK   I 

'a' bill  to  revive  th^  act  respecting  the  node 
.  of  obtaining,  'twice  read,  and  ofdeied  to  i        | 

third  reading mi 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  t  petitkaof       i 
sundry  merchants  of,  which  wae  refemd 
to  the  Oommittee  of  Cemmerce  ind  Ma-       I 

Ufaetures ft    ^ 

Pickens,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  fern 

additional  military  force         -      -     •  W    , 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  vohinteeii  •  ;9I 
Pike,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Z,  M.,  a  petitfoa  iC 

presented      -        -        -    .    -      •    -IJil 
Piakney,  Niniao,  a  bill  Ibr  relief  o(  reid  tvio^ 

and  committed       -        -       -      ■    •  W 
teport^,  and  third  reading  refused    •    •  USI 
-  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    •     •  HU 
read  twice,  and  committed         -      •     •  HU 
reported  without  amendment     -      •     •  Ittl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      .     •  14£ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      ••1(11 
Pinkncy,  William,  correspondence  of      •  IW,I^ 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  •  $77 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     -      -     *  '^ 
on  the  papers  relating  to  British  intn^oe  •  HSi 
introducing  a. statement  relsting  to  Freodi 
spoliations     -        -        -       -      .    -IW 
.    remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  RounssTeff     •  ^^ 
on  the  petitions  for  repeal  ef  the  eafcii|i  •  14^1 
on  the  bill  concerning  munitions  of w  -ISM 
Pleasants,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  importitiiAbill  ISN 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  aUowiD|ii£- 
tional  compensation  to  the  CoUectdn<( 
twice  read,  and  committed     -      •     •  wl 
aw  {CfMcetan  of  Ctutami.) 
P^outh,  MassachusetU,  petition  froia  iohilH* 

•    tants  o^  praying  Ihr  peace  raessiini     - 1*^ 
Poindexter,  George,  a  dclegaU  from  Miainipf* 

Territory,  was  qualified,  and  took  hit  Mat  ^ 
remarks  o^  on  a  resoltttion  respecting  «*- 

tlements  on  Indian  lands  -  *  '  ^ 
en  the  bill  to  raise  volunteer*  -  7S7. 7^  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of 

Mississippi  to  form  a  constitutisn,dK.  ^^^'^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Louisiana  biU  1316, 1318.  » 
on  a  resolution  relating  to  the  miliUs  *  *" 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhea  -       -      :     *  ^'^' 

a  declaration  by,  of  his  co^>pcrstioB  «  "*  _ 

?   war -     •>*• 

Porter,  Mr.,  speedi  o^  on  the  report  of  the  Cob- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations    -    j-_  *  '' 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  im^^ttami 
witk  tlM  Seftale     •       •       .      .     -  ^^ 
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Poittff  Mr«,  remuks  of— oootinued.  Page, 

on  the  .bill  to  rsiee  ▼olnnteen     -    728.  780, 738, 


793,  7»9 
Mpe€th  of,  on  hie  teeolutioh  to  raiee  a  pro- 
▼ieioiwlanny         ..... 
remarke  of,  on  the  ^eeolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waye  aaU  Means  ibr  raieing 
revenae         -  "     - 
on  the  ea^Vargo  bill  - 
I^rU  and  Harbors,  a  bill  relating  to  defence  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ... 
Ports  c€  Entry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  reso- 
hition  was  agreed  to,  eonoeming  certain 
POitmaster  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 
the  C6fflmittee  of  Ways  and  Meaps  Trere 
instmcted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowiog  additional  eompensation  to  the 
a  bill  to  tliatefleet  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
Fsat  Office  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 
standing  committee  on   •        ... 
Pnel  Roade,  a  bill  to  alUr  and  eelablish  certain, 
read  twiear  and  committed      ... 
read  twioe^  and  committed         ... 
reported,  and  ocdaied  to  a  third  reading     - 
recommitted      -•••.. 
reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
another  bill  reported,  read,  and  reoomibitted 
repotted  with  avi^ndmenls,  and  ordnred  to  a 

third  reading  .....  isstt* 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -1338 
Potomac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fer  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  river      ... 
read  twice,  and  committed 
petitions  praying  that  said  bill  may  not  pafs, 

referred 
report  on  the 
Potter,  Elisba  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qnalifiod, 
and  took  his  seat  -       .        .        • 
remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill 
speech  of,  on  additional  duties    • 
Pro-emption,  a  bill  to  allow  further  time  to 

plete  pavments  on  lands  held  in  right  of, 

-in  the  (f ississippi  Territoiy,  read  twioe, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

rea^  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

PrentMs,  Charles,  examination  of,  before  a  com< 

mittee  -        -        -        -        - 
'  Praaident  pro  Urn.  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Smilie,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instrncted  to  inquire  into  t^ 
expediency  of  allowiog  compensation  to  1514 
bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  committed   1688 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  .        •        .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  con- 
curred in 
Pnvious  Question,  Mr.  Bassett  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  the      -        -        -        - 
*    which  was  agreed  to  .... 

Prince,  Williams,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred 

Prisoners  of  War,  the  Committee  on  Military 

Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  providing  for    - 

a  bill  providing  for,  read  twice   -        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

nad  a  third  timei  and  passed  '  - 
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Page, 
Proclamation,  the  President's,  of  war        -        -  8283 
setting  apart  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec.        -  8824 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  the,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Distria  of 

Columbia 369 

Provisional  Military  Force,  Mr.  Porter  submitted 

a  resolution  to  raise  m    .        -        .        -  1068 
which  was  negatived         ....  1069 
Public  Buildings,  oa  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  sums  due  on  account  of  work  done 

on  the a^84 

the  President  of  the  United  States  tranf- 
mittcd  a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 

the        -. 

a  ))ill  making  provision   to  discharge  aQ 

claims  on,  &c.,  read  twice,  dbc 
reported  with  amendment  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  com- 

mitted  -        •        -        • 
ameodments  partially  disagreed  to      -        • 
Pub&c  Defence,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relatee  to,  was 
referred  lib  a  select  committee 
Public  peposites,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
lay  before  the  House,  a  statement  of  the 
banks,  dec,  in  which  there  are        -        - 
report  of  that  officer  in  obedience 
the  said  report  in  full         :        ~        ~        ' 
Public  Grounds,  a  bill  from,  the  Senate  author- 
ixing  the  President  to   leaJM  any  portion 
of  the,  in  the  City  of  ^^Tashington  • 
read  twice,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
.  reading  .----- 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
tha  Senate  disagreed         •        •       ^    .    * 
and  the  House  receded      .        •        -        - 
Pablio  'Lands,  aopointmant  of  tho  Bunding  Com- 
mittee, on      -        •        -       -       •        - 
a  bin  giving  forther  tame  to  pnrchaaars  n^ 
west  of  Ohio  river,  read  twice,  and  earn- 
mitted  -••-•:* 
r«poffled,  and  aiderad  to  a  third  leading      • 
raM  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        - 
reCamedfiTMi  tha  SenaU  amended     - 
conourred  in      -        •        •        •        •        - 
Mr.  Morrow  preeented>  petition  of  sundry 
persons  eoncerntng  the,  referred     •        * 
^a  petition  to  lease  certain  .        -        •        - 
a  MB  to  aaoeitain  titles  and  clatma  to  ceftain, 
read  twice      -.-•-- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        - 
Public  Printing,  a  committee  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  state  of  the 
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Qnartermaeter's  Department,  a  bill  from  the  8en« 

ate  to  establish  a    -        -        -        -  .      -  595 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Military  Establishment     •        -        -  636 

reported  with  amendments,  and  oommiltad  749 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  796 

read  a  third  time;  passed  with  amendmento  808 
a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  had 

poetponed  the  biU  indefinitely        -       *  1084 
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Qoarterm aster's  Departments— continued.  Page, 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a, 

read  twice,  and  referred        ...  1088 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1196 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  1214 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1216 

the  Senate  disagreed,  and  asked  a  conference  1226 
the   managers   report  modifications,  which 

were  agreed  to 1239 

a  hiU  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read 

twice 1346 

ordered  to  He  on  the  table  ....  1378 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1416 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended  -  -  1434 
eoncorred  in  -  -  -  -  •  -  1486 
Quincj,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  re- 
fer the  President's  Message  -  -  -  -337 
on  Mr«  Rhea's  resol ution  (or  additional  duties  36 1 
speech  o(  on  the  rutes  and  oiders  -  *-  572 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 

employ  the  Army 723 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  establish  a  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  -  - '  -  -  -  802 
.  speech  of;  on  the  Navy  bill  ...  949 
remarks  of,  concerning  British  intrignes  -  1183 
statement  of,  in  the  case  of  Kounsavell  -  126^ 
remarks  bf,  respecting  Consuls^nd  Vice 

Consuls 1480 

speech  of,  on  the  embargo  bill    -        -  1596, 1601 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

ofs 331 

appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  inform 

the  President  of  a  -        -        -  '      -        -  ^31 
QuotaiT  of  Militia,  report  of  the  War  Depairtmeiii 

on  the -  2109 

ft. 
Randolph,  John,  remarks  <^  on  the  resolution  to 

refer  Ihe  Message  -  -  335,336,338,339 
speech  of^  on  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon  346 
on  his  resolution  relating  to  -expenditare  of 

public  moneys        ......    353 

remarks  of,  on  the  Mil  for  the  goverament  of - 

the  Territoi7  of  Louisiana  -  .  .  367 
on  his  resolution  respecting  corporeal  punish-  ' 

sient  ..-•-.-  368 
on  the  resolution  to  raise  more  rcgulan  -  422 
speech  o^  on  the  report  of  tbo  Committee  of 

Foreign  Relations  ....  .  441,  525 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 

Senate  bill  for  additional  military  force  •  707 
on  bis  resolution  to  employ  the  Army  in  mak* 

ing  roads,  Ac  •  -  719,721,725,726 
on  the  hill  to  raise  volunteers  ^  .«•  .  '773 
renuurksof,onthebiatoerm  the  Militia  1046, 1081 
speech  o^  on  the  Loan  bill  -  .  •  .  1089 
on  the  papers  relating  to  British  intiigues  1 185, 

1193 
remaiks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  reUeving 

Caraccas 1348 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  hill  to  appoint  Assist- 
ant Secretaries  of  War  ....  1368 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  -  1884, 1399 
'  on  the  rumored  declaration  of  war  -  ^  .  1457 
on  his  appeal  from  ajdeddbn  of  the  Chair  -  1467 
remarks  of,  on  the  Embargo  bill  ->  .  1589 
a  note  fi^»m,  oopied  from  the  National  InlelK- 

gencer 1479  (note) 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  Isy  an  embsTyo  for  a 

limited  time 1610 


Rangers,  a  biH  from  the  Senste  aulheiizing  ee^ 

tain  companies  of  -  '  -  .  •  .  ({q 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  •  563 
reported  without  amendments,  and  ooonDitp 

ted 5J5 

ordered  to  a  third  osading  •  -  •  •  ion 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  IOC 
a  bill  making  appropriations  focexpeoiwio. 

cident  to  the%  read  twice,  dtc-      .     .  ^[ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Oonmitte 
on  the  Military  Estabtishment,  wen  a. 
structed  to  in^ire  into  the  eipedien^if 
authorizing  additional  oompaniei  «f    .  itt( 
a  bUl  to  that  efiect  read  twice    -      -     .  1487 
ordered  to  a  third  rending  ,       -      •     •  Itfo 
read  a  third  time,  and  psased     -      •     .  UH 
returned  from  the  Seoale  withanendaeBU, 
and  disagreed  to     -        -       •      •     •  IU9 

th6  Senate  adhere ISM 

the  House  receded  *  *  •  •  •  IXI 
Rapelye,  George  R.,  advecae  report  on  petitioB  of  IW 
.Receipts  and  Expenditures,  n  letter  from  the  Set 

retary  of  the  Treasury  conceroio;  •     •  IKi 

Recess  of  Congress,  Mr.  Bibb  snbmittcd  t  nsoIb' 

.tion  on  the  subject  of     -       -      -     •  im 

adopted,  and  n  committee  appointed  •     •  ]3:i 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  -    -138 

read  twice         -        *        -       -      •    •  13N 

another  from  the  Semite^  fixing  a  difiroc 

day  for-        -        -        .        .      .    .i«7 

read  twice         -   .' ItK 

a  thinf  reading  refrtsed       -       •      •    •  13SI 
Refugees,  the  sereral  reports  from  the  Wvul 
Treasttiy  Bepartknents  on  the  diims  oC 
wsm  refenredio  the  Committee  on  PoUk 

Lands M 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresni;, 

Secretary  of  War,  and  ComptFoIler  •  -UK 
bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice,  and  coamittid  \\% 
reported  with  amendment,  and  oideiedtoi 

third  reading  -  >  -  .  .  -ISI 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •  I8S 
returned  frY>m  the  Senate  with  ameDdoaS  IJ1$ 

conenrred  in 1311 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  provide  in, 

read  twice     -    ' 1** 

renorted  without  amendment,  andcomoM  UR 
Refhnding  of  Duties,  a  bill  to  authoiixe  tbe,ia 

certain  cases,  read  twice,  and  committol  •  ^ 
Representatives  Chamber,  a  committee  appointed 
to  inquict  into  the  expediency  of  rends- 
ing  the,  more  comfortable      -      -     •  iM^ 
Reservsd  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  relation  to ^^ 

read  twice,  and  committed  -       •      .     -  IM 
reported  without  amendment     -      -     •  I^ 
.   postponed  indefinitely        -       -      -     •  IW 
Retrenchment  of  Naval  Expenditores,  on  no^ 
of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject  o^  to  sit  during  recea  •  1S<3 
Returned  Bill,  a  Message,  with  objections  to  the 

District  Court  bill  -        -       -       •     '  ^^ 
objections  of  the  President  sustained  •     *  1'" 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  an  relates  to, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 

>leatts 386 

report  of  the  S«cretaiy  of  the  Treasaiy  cob- 
cerning         -     '  -       -       .      -     •  ^7 
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Rerenue— ooDtintted.  Page, 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Weyv  And 

Means  in  relation  to  •  -  -  -  lOftO 
the  reiolutions  of  taid  committee  amended, 

and  agreed  to  .....  1406 
Rererted  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  res- 

olntton  was  adopted  in  relation  to  •  -  6S8 
bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of,  at  reduced  prices, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  648 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

%  third  reading  •  -  -  •  -  664 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  -  666 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  Coinmittoe  on  •  •  8S8 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  providing  for  persone 

disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  466 
a  bill  reported  to  continue  in  ibree  the  act, 

dec.,  read  twice,  and  committed,  -  -  1067 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  It4i 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  18S8 

concurred  in 1980 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  settlements  on  Indian  lands  -  •  860 
remarks  oi^  on  his  resolution  to  lay  additional 

duties 861 

on  a  motion  to  take  up  said  resolution  -  870 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  government  c£ 

Louisiana  Territory  ....  886 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  appor* 

tionment  bill 406 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  additional  mil* 

iUry  force 686 

on  the  biU  to  raise  volunteers  -  •  741,  768 
on  the  Navy  bUl  -  .  .  -010,930 
on  arming  Uie  militia  -  •  -  -  1073 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigufljn  .  •  •  1184 
on  the  Mississippi  bill  ....  1806 
on  the  importotion  of  British  goods  -  •  1841 
on  the  bill  permitting  importation,  under  cer- 
tain circumsUnces  -  -  -  1881, 1800 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  •  -  1314 
on  his  motion  to  require  the  committee,  in 

tile  case  of  Judge  Toulmin,  to  report       -  1867 

on  the  resolution  respecting  Caraccas         •  1360 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      •       '-        -1388 

on  the  notice  to  recall  absentees         -        -  1427 

Richardson,  William  M.,  of  Massachusetto,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat  .  •  -  -  907 
Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  a  bill  ibr  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  1880 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1379 
Ridgely,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  en  the  apportionment 

bUl 868 

remarks  of,  in  the' case  of  Rounsavell  -  1869 

Roberto,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recede 

from  disagreement  with  the  Senate  -  706 
remarks  of;  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  798, 793 
^ech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Naval 

Estoblishment 699 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -  1046 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1866,  1366,  1369 
on  the  joint  resolution  lor  recess  -  1387, 1340 
on  the  motion  to  recall  absentees  •  •  1437 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  war  taxes  -  1466, 1467 
Rollins,  Bbenezer,  advene  report  on  the  petition  of  1348 
Roanaavell,  Nathaniel,  proceedings  in  the  case  of  1367 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeani- 

at-Arms 1868 
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Roanaavell,  Nathaniel— continued.  Page, 
a  letter  from,  in  explanation       .        •        .  1368 
Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  rascrfation  to  dis- 
charge   1371 

adopted,  and  the  8ergeant*at-Anns  ordered 
to  discharge  ..•-•.  1874 
Roles  and  Regulations,  Mr.  Blaekledge  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  troops    ....    496 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appMuted  to  call 

on  the  President    -        •        •        -        -    648 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to  1073 
Raaaell,  Mr.,  cerreqieadenoe  o^  with  Mr.  Pink- 

aey 1738,1740 

oQirespondence  of,  with  the  Marquis  of  Wel- 

lesley 1760 

with  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  -        -        -        -1768 

.     with  the  Secretary  of  Steto        -        -  1768, 1986 

with  Lord  CasUereagh       ....  1766 

with  J.  8.  Smith 1818 

Rotbeilbrd,  John,  Mr.  King  piesealed  a  petition 

of;  referred -  1084 

.    bill  to  allow,  to  bring  into  the  United  States 

cerUin  slaves,  read  twice        ...  1060 
third  reading  rejected         •        .        .        •  i486 

S. 
Sabbath,  a  petition  relating  to  the  profanation  of 

the,  referred  to  a  committee    ...  1491 
report  of  said  committee    ....  14911 
motion  of  Mr.  Archer  to  meet  on  the,  rejected  1638 
Salaries,  M^*  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution  rela- 
tive to  continuance  of    -        -        -        -    873 
a  bill  to  eontinue  for  a  limited  time,  read 

twice 404 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1319 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1881 
Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read 

twice 1666 

Salt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Qoincj,  severd  petitions 
of  manufiMtursn  o^  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      ....  1078 
a  bin  Isying  a  duty  on,  read  twice      -        -  1666 
Sammons,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  the  bill  to  anthor- 

ise  additional  Brigadiers          ...  1616 
Saundem^  Reuben,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of 1338 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1830 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  Netth  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -    '    -        -        -    383 
Schieillin,  Jaoob  and  Son,  Mr.  Mitdiill  presented 

a  petition  o^  referred      :        .        -        .    476 
Secrecy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gmndy,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  viola- 
tion oC  in  the  proceedings      ...  1600 
report  of  said  committee    -        •       •        •  1617 
Secret  Proceedings,  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  violations  of 
•ffder  respecting  the       ....  1366 
debate  on  the  case  of  Rounsavell        •        -  1363 

journal  of  the 1687 

Sevier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat -    888 

Seybert,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  ordnance  biU  -  693 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Naval  Estoblish- 
ment -  •  -  -  -  -  •  -  838 
remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing arte  and  manu&ctures  -  -  '  ^  1083 
on  the  dutiee  imposed  on  distitters  •  e  •  1 116 
on  his  motion  to  refer  a  petition         -       •  1341 
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Sejbert,  Mr.,  remarki  of — continued.  Pager 

onUiecaie  of  RouneaTeU  1257,  1266,  1268,  1272 
on  the  importation  bill  -  -  -  -1301 
apeech  of,  on  the  renewal  of  a  patent  right  1446 
on  the  embargo  bill  ....  1687,  1&92 
Shattuck,  Jared,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 
and  referred   to  the  Committee  of  the 

WhoU 427 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    1489 

81iaffey,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raiae  an 

additional  military  force  >        •        -    619 

ramarkf  o^  on  the  case  of  Bonnaavell        •  1258^ 

1259,  1267,  1274 
StuerifEBf  on  motion  of  Mr.  ienningi,  a  commit- 
tee waa  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediencj  of  authorizing  the  election  of, 
m  Indiana  Territory  .... 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      .        ... 
Shipman,  Dennieon,  and  Company,  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  presented  the  petition  of       .        - 
Shot  Manufacturers,  the  petition  of,  praying  pro- 
tection         . 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  CommisaionevB  of 

the 2075 

Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  refer 

the  Message 93%^ 

on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  Louinana 

Territory        -        .        - 
on  Mr.  Rhea's  resdution  for  additional  do. 

ties . 

on  the  rules  and  ordera      .... 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force     • 
on  receding  from  amendment  of  the  same, 

disagreed  to  by  the  Senate       •        -    702,  706 
on  the  bill  to  raise  Tolnnteers  733,  766,  778,  799, 

798 
on  the  Navy  bill  .  •  .  •  910,931 
on  niarriage  licenses  -        .        •        •        ,  1041 

on  the  loan  bill 1089 

on  introducing  a  motion  to  adjourn  for  Good 

Friday  -  .  .  -  -  . 
•tatements  of,  in  regard  to  RonasaTaU 
remaika  o^  on  the  resolution  respecting 

Caraocas        -        «        .        • 
on  the  wartazea       ... 
on  the  embargo  bill   •        .        • 
Smith,  Joseph,  petitioh  of,  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State 

Smith,  John  Hpear,  correspondence  of  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  -      '  .        .  1741,  1749 

with  Lord  Wellesley  ....  1814 

SnetheA,  Rer.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain        -    346 
Spain,  Mr.  Poindeiter  submitted  a  resolution  in 

relation  to  a  negotiation  with         •        -    681 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  call 

on  the  President 695 

Spanish  American  Colonies,  so  much  of  the 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  to  a 
select  eommittee    .....    336 
report  of  said  committee  read    ...    427 
Speaker  of  the  House,  remarks  of  the,  in  defence 

ofa  decision 1468 

a  nm»  from  the,  to  the  National  Intelligen- 
cn 1469 


372 

420 
1379 
1379 

369 
362 


367 

889 

671 
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1240 
1274 

1849 
1668 
1592 

1428 


Pin 
Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  a  rcaob- 

tion  was  adopted  inquiring  into     .     .  \^ 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the      .333 
Standing  Rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Btssett,  a  eom- 
mittee was- appointed  to  prepare    •     .  ^ 
report  of  said  committee  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole      •      •     -  3K 
reported  with  amendments        -      •      -  HI 
which  were  concurred  in   -       >      -     •  5$1 
Stanford,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  Uia 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relatiooi  -  .  si] 
remarks  o(^  on  the  rules  and  orden  -  .  jji 
on  the  Senate  bill  ibr  an  additional  militiij 

.force      - 66 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  empbj  thi 

Army 7& 

on  the  bill  to  continue  salaries  >      -     •  IM9 

on  the  salt  tax liiJ 

Steiunboats,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  cnioiliig 
and  licensing         - .      -       -      •     •  lOM 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whok  m 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading IIJS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      -     •  UK 
Stone,  Silas,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Cob- 

mittee  on  Useful  Arts    -        •      •     -  IMS 
Stout,  John  X.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 115T 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   •  IX! 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •      •    -IS$ 
Stow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  forai£- 

tional  military  force  -  -  -  -  TO 
remtrks  of,  on  the  joint  fesolntion  for  ntm  133 
speeoh  of,  on  the  bill  to  authortie  the  im 

of  Trcasuiy  notes  -        -      .     •  IW 

remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes     •      •     -IM 
on  the  embargo  bill   -         -        -        1588,  liK 
Stnehly,  Thomas,  and  William,  a  bill  £rom  tike 

Senate  for  relief  of  -  -  -  !» 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  •  138 
reported  with  mmendmeuts,  and  oidend  lo 

a  third  reading 1** 

Stnart,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified  td 

took  his  scat  -  -  -  .  -  •  3M 
remarks,  of,  on  the  SJenate'samendmeitit* 

the  Wabash  bill ^^J 

puts  a  question  to  Mr.  Widgeiy       •    *  ^^" 
Sng»r,  a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on,  ntd 

in  the  United  Sutea       -        .      .     •  1» 
Sundays.  Mr.  Lyle  present^  a  petition  thit 
mails  may  not  m  carried  on  -      -     •  «« 
.  Mr.  Lacock    preaented  a  petiiioB  to  tb 
sameeffiM^    -        -        -       -      \   '?: 
other  petitions  praying  the  same  4W,495, 5»,» 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  <»  ^ 

sul^ect,  referred * 

an  odverae  report  concurred  in  -  -  *  j" 
other  petitions,  to  the  same  efiect  •  800,  m 
St.  Clair,  Arthur,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twee  m 
reported  without  amendment  -  '  ,  u 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  •  na» 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  an  anno- 

ity  to '1371 

read  twice,  and  committed  '        iijf 

rejected  on  the  third  reading  -  " .  *  S 
a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  coaunitiet  i^' 
%  bill  granting  an  annuity  to,  twice  letd  and 

committed ",«. 

rejected  on  third  reading  -       .      •     • '^ 
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Ttggart,  Mr.,  speech  of,  intended  to  be  deli^ 

ered  on  the  declaration  of  war        -        -  1638 
Taliaferro,  John,  Mr.  Burwell  presented  the  pe^ 
tition  of,  complaining  of  the  undue  elec- 
tion of  John  P.  Hungerford ;  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections   ...    332 
report  of  said  committee,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        .        .        .357 
admitted  to  a  seat  on  the  floor    ...    383 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  his  case,  read    877 
testimony  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat  -    380 
decision  of  the  House  in  fsTor  of       .        •    395 
was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  •        .    3'96 
TaUmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

motion  to  employ  tl^e  Army  ...    733 
on  the  Senate  bfli  relating  to  Quartermaster'a 
department   ......    801 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bil^      ...  )014 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the,militia  1046, 1080 
on  the  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction     -  1003 
on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  1348 

on  the  ordnance  bill  ....  1323 

on  the  death  of  the  Vice  President    -        .  1335 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorixe  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War        -        .        .        .1371 
remarks  of,  on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the 
embargo 1417 

Taylor,  and  Richards,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of 430 

Tea  Plant,  a  quantity  ot,  presented  by  J.  8. 

Grimes .  1437 

a  letter  respecting  the  iculture  of        -        .3178 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  reeolnlion  of 
the  Legislature  of,  disapproving  eertain 
amendments  of  the  Constitution  proposed 
by  Massaehusette,  BennsylTania,  and  Vu> 
ginia     ...        -        .        -        .        «    559 
zeeehition  ratifying  the  anendmeoi  el  Che 
same,  in  relatioB  to  titles        ...    559 
•    on  motion  of  Mr.  Giundy,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instrneted  in  jelatioB 
tp  certain  lands  in      -    .        .        .        •  116O 
n  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aoiheriM  the  State 

of,  to  issue  grants,  dto  .  ^  .  .  |806 
lead  twice,  and  oommitted  ...  1376 
reported,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

PuUicLande         -        .        •-       •        .  1434 
xeporl  of  eaid  committee  conmitted  to  the 
Committee  ol  the  Whole        ...  1449 
Tonriteiies  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pnblic  Lands  were  inetnieled 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  suspend* 
ing  the  opening  of  the  land  officee  in  the    344 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  lUiea, 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the, 
presented  at  last  session,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee         .        •        ,       •    332 
a  bill  providing  for  tho  government  of  the, 

read  twice,  and  oommitted  ...  348 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1248 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1279 
returned  amended,  and  eonenrred  in  -  "^  *  1434 
a  bill  making  further  provision  for  eettUng 

claims  to  land  in,  read  twice  ...  1326 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1434 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1482 
concnnediA     - 1484 


Territory  of  Louisiana<^eontinued.  Page, 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  people  of,  asking 
that  the  second  grade  of  government  may 
be  extended  to  the,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee          403 

a  petition  adverse  to  the  former  ...    420 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  land  offices  in, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    349 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    .    853 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    358 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands 373 

agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in         -    397 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further  time 

ibr  registering  claims  to  land  in      -        .  1249 
a  bill  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice     -        -  1049 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        .  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1083 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
thcxproceedings  of  a  convention  in  pursn- 
ance  of  the  act  to  enable  the  people  o^  to 
form  a  constitution.  See,        -       -        -  115A 
referred  to  a  eelect  committee    ...  1158 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twiee, 

and  committed       .....  1208 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      .  1343 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1347 

Thornton,  William,  petition  of,  referred    -        -  1324 

Tobacco,  a  comoiittee  was  appointed  to  inquire 

*  concerning  oUr  trade  in  -        -        -        -    595 
Tonnage,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  report  a  statement  of  the 

district,  dec 550. 

agreed  to 732 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 

obedience      - 1018 

a  bill  to  lay  additional  duties  on,  read  twice  1555 
Toulmin,  Harry,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  containing  charges  against 

Judge 528 

Mr.  Poindeater  submitted  a  reeolution  for  a 

committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of    568 
the  rosolution  withdrawn,  and  the  chaigee, 

dec,  referred  to  a  select  committee         -    587 
enndry  papers  in  refutation  of  the  chargee 

against 764,  12111 

a  Ibvoiable  report  of  the  oondnct  o^  con* 

eurred  in-        •       *        -%-        •  1438 
the  complaint  against,  at  large  -        -        •  2181 
Trading  Licenses,  so  muiBh  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  foreign,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufiie- 

tnres 336 

Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  r^>ort  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of  the         •        -        •402 

Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  o( 

.  read  twice,  dec      .....  1490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        •  1493 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...  1493 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
-  and  eonenrred  in   -        -        -        -        -  1550 
Troup,  Mr.,  upeech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  RelalionB   .       -        •   490 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raiae  aik  additional  military  force     -        -    818 
on  the  motion  to  recede  from  diaagreemeot 

706 
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Troop,  Mr^-continaed.  Pag«. 

qwech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raiw  Tolttiilean     •    740 

remtrki  of,  on  British  intrigues        -  1185,  1194 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  auSiorise  Assistant 

SecreUries  of  Wtr         ....  1369 

TvreAU,  General,  corretpondeace  of,  wiA  the 

BecreUry  of  8ute         •        -        •        •1934 
U. 
Unchartered  Banks,  Mr.  Oholson  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to  -        -        -        •1168 
Union  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Smilie  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    413 

the  said  memorial  at  large  -        •        -  8159 

Unrreiaity  of  Orleans,  a  petition  of  the  Tmsteea 
ol  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 

Uc  Lands 1450 

Ursnline  Nnns,  the  petition  of  the,  presented  -  697 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -701 
a  bill  to  anthorize  the  exchange  of  landa 

with  the,  read  twice  -  •  •  -1105 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1832 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  •  -  1339 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1319 

eoBcanred  in 1351 

Uselhl  Arts,  &c.,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  to  secure 

inventors  in  the,  ezclvaive  rights      •        -  1018 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   1081 

reported  with  amendments,  and .  committed    1161 

V. 
Teneiaela,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  citizens  oC  read 

twice -        -  1366 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1378 
Termont,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ratify- 
ing the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 

reUting  to  titles 669 

a  report  of  the  Land  Commissioners  for  the 
District  of,  referred         ....  1559 
Vawels,  repaired,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Secretary  of  the  NsTy  was  directed  to  re- 
port the  number  of)  dte.  .        •        •        .    584 
the  report  as  ordered  ....    664 

captured,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  resolution 

requesting  information  as  to  the  number  of  738 
a  report  of  the  captures  of,  made  by  Great 

Britain -        -  1753 

Tiee  President,  a  message  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  the      -        -        -  1325 
Tiiginia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislatdre  of,  ap- 
proving the  measures  of  OoTerament  •  -  1012 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McKee,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  in  relation  to        -    358 
report  of  said  committee  read    ...    368 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought 

in 560 

a  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  theboundariea 

of  the,  read  twice,  dec.  -  -  -  •  569 
ordered  to  a  third  reading ...  -  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1036 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1434 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  1436 
a  disagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in  *  1450 

the  Senate  insisted 1482 

the  House  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference  1484 
report  of  the  managera  fgreed  to  - .  -  1487 
modifications  reported  concnned  in  -  -  1513 
modifications  agreed  to  by  the  Senate        -  1538 


Page. 
Virginia  RcTolutionaiy  Claims,  a  committse  tp- 

pointed  to  inquire  concerning        -      -  IS15 
report  of  said  committee    -        -       -      •  1S19 
Volunteers,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Prendent  to 

.  accept,  read  twice,  dx.  -        -       -      •  583 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  recommitted  to  select  committee  •  619 
reported  with  amendment  -  -  -  •  664 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  M9 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendnenti, 

and  concurred  in lOM 

a  Message  from  the  President  m  relation  to, 

referred  -        •        .       -       .      .  I5ffr 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raiie, 

read  twice IW 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -  - 1674 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  - 1560 
returned  with  amendments  •  •  •  1564 
concurred  in 1M6 

W. 

Wabash,  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  resolotion  nl- 

ative  to  the  battle  on  the        .       .      >  557 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  official  report  of  Goremor  Harriion  ^ 
the  particulars  of  the  battle,  dtc.,  rofeired 
to  a  select  committee      -        .       .      -  567 
a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Indtsnt  Ter- 
ritory, praying  prorision  for  the  hoin  «f 
the  killed,  dec,  referred  to  the  sane  csn- 
nrittee  •        -        -        -       '       "      '  S 
report  of  the  committee     -       *      '      '  f! 
a  petition  of  the  officers  who  served  on  the  SS3 
a  biU  ORl«r«d  for  i«Uof  of  the  hein,  dee.  •  1011 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the  officers,  Ac.  dtcisMl 

twice,  Ac 12^ 

ordered  to  a  third  rending  •       *         «« 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  ''!!!! 
returned  from  the  Senaite  with  amendneati  »v 
read  and  referred  -  -  -  '  ,«J 
anMndmaate  disagreed  to  -  '',»!! 

the  Senate  insisled |^ 

the  House  receded '^ 

the  official  repoit  of  the  battle  on  the      • '"' 
War,  petitiona  in  feTor  of,  and  remoostrtting 

against    -  1436,  1478,  147»,  1481, 14«,  1^ 
1487,  1483,  1491,  143»,  1516. 1M*,1«" 
Mr.   Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  m 
writing,  that  it  ia  inexpedient  to  resort  to, 
against  Great  Britain    *        -       *      'vL 
n  bill  declaring,  read  twice,  and  oomaiitted    ^^ 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rsadiflg    •  ^ 
read  «  third  time,  and  passed    -       -      '  ^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  anendmenti  i^ 
coaourred  in,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  -  »^ 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Suleii  mw 
War  TaKes,  Mr.  RoberU  submitted  a  resolauon 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Wtjs  aad 
Meana  from  the  further  oonsidertaoa  ot  ^^ 
the        -        -        -        •        "       ■      ' 
Mr.  RoberU  submitted  a  resdution  to  poit^  ^^ 
pone  the  same       -        -       -       •      ",555 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  postponed  •      * 
Washington,  a  petition  praying  certain  amend'  ^ 
ments  in  the  charter  o^  referred  ' 

a  biU  for  the  amendment  of  the  charter  oV  ^ 

read  twice,  dec      .        .       -      *      ' 

reported,  and  recommitted  to  a  select  ood-  ^ 

mittee •      " 
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WMhington— oontinaed.  Pace, 

aa  mmoidatorj  bill  Teperted,  nad,  and  com* 
mitted   .......  1018 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •1819 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     ...  1821 
retomed  fiom  the  Senate  whh  amendmenta  1333 
ooncnnred  in     -----        *  1842 

Waahington  College,  a  bill  to  inoorporate  the 

Traatees  of,  read  twice,  dice.    -        -        -    719 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  «        .        .        ^  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     .        •        .  1379 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of  *  -  •  •  -  •  338 
Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dec     .«...•    262 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •    869 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •        •        -371 
WeUesley,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Pinkney 1721, 1730 

West  Florida,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  people  of,  praying  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Mississippi  Territory,  dec.  -  366 
so  mnch  of  said  petition  as  refers  to  annex- 
ation, referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
admission  of  Mississippi  Territory  into 

the  Union 367 

80  much  of  the  said  petition  as  refers  to  Isnd 
claims,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands 367 

the  petition  for  annexation,  at  large  -  -  2157 
West,  John  8.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  dbc  1167 
Weston,  Ezra,  and  Son,  petition  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee  -  -  -  -  ••  1326 
Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  oi^  concurred  in  -        -        -    427 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    569 
Whipple,  Abraham,  a  bill   for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dec 344 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    355 
read  a  .third  time,  and  passed      r        -        -    856 
White,.  Bartholomew,  petition  of,  presented,  and 

leave  given  to  withdraw  it  -  -  •  1250 
WhitehiU,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes  -  1558 
Whitlow,  Charles,  petition  o(  referred      •    403,  846 

Whitney,  Eli,  petition  of 1325 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1326 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice»  dec      -        -  1414 
Widgery,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    -        .        -        •    384 
remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message      -.       •        -'       -        -    339 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  to  the 
Senate  bill  for  raising  an  additional  mili- 
tary force       602 

on  the  motion,  after  being  amended  -  -  658 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate  on  the  same  -        -        •    706 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  reaolotion  to  employ  the 

Army 725 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  731,777 
speech  of,  on  the  biH  concerning  the  NatsI 

EsUblishment 995 

on  the  war  taxes 1142 

remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Rounsaveli  -  1266 
speech  of,  on  the  importation  biU  -  -  •  13f() 
remarks  of,  ou  the  resolslion  for  a  leoeas   *  1337, 

1338 
on  the  embargo  WU  -       .       •-      •       .1697 


Png«* 
WUkiason,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of 1556 

proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on    •        •2126 
Williams,  D.  R.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 

concerning  public  defence  ...  841 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

mHitBry  force 596 

speech  of,  on  tho  attendments  proposed  to 

the  same 678 

remarks  of,  on  the-  bill  copeeming  a  Quax^ 

termaster's  department  ....  808 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  EstabKah- 

ment 989 

on  arming  the  militia        .       i*        •        •  1046 

on  the  ordnance  bill 1328 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -  -  1339 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  Assistant  Secretaries 

of  War 1356 

on  tho  District  banks  ....  1422 

on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees     1424,  1426 

on  maritime  defence 1572 

on  the  embargo  bill   .        .        •        -        .  1596 
Williams,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    938 
reported,  and  ordered  te  a  third  reading      •  1479 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1488 
Wilson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  vol- 

unteers  •....-    772 

Wilson,  Thomas,  a  biU  for  relief  o^  read  twice, 

Md  committed 1048 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1158 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1196 
Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        •        -    381 
Winters,-  Blisha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

dtc 1226 

Wirgman,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    543 
Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  oonunit- 
tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  providing  fat  the  compensa- 
tion of 858 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  of  the, 
in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  was  reforred 
to  a  select  committee      ....    528 
Wright,  Mr»,  speech  of,  on  the  aenate's  amend* 

ment  to  the  apportionment  bill  .  *  409 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations 467 

remarks  of,  on  rules  and  orders  -        •    571 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  for 

'additional  military  force  ...  608 
on  receding  from  sud  amendment  •  -  708 
on  Mr.  Ran4olph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army  -  .  -  -  -  -  720,  726 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteen  -  -  739,  797 
speech  o^  on  the  Naval  Estahlisbment  bill  940 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  •1081 
speech  of,«n  the  war  taxes  -  -  -1122 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  ...  1184 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  District 

Court  bill 1229 

on  the  bill  to  permit  importations  -  1299, 1308 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  *  -  -  1816 
on 'the  ordnance  bill  •  •  •  •  -  1828 
on  the  bill  aulfaoriBng  Assistant  Seeretaiiee 

of  War -  1876 

speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embaigo  •  1412 
remarks  o^  on  the  District  banks  •  •  1422 
on  racaliiny^ahauBteea       •       •       •       •  1426 
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Wright,  Mr.|  remarks  of^—continned.  Page, 

on  a  question  of  order  ...  1464,  1465 
on  the  repeal  of  the  nop-importation  act  -  1541 
on  the  war  taxei 1558 

Y. 

Teat  and  Nays*  on  recommitting  the  reeolotiont 

reported  to  refer  the  President's  Message     340 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  read  the  docn- 
ments    -------     841 

on  the  third  readios  ^^  ^he  bill  for  relief  of 

Commodore  Whipple  .  .  -  -  355 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  apportionment 

bUI 365 

on  recommitting  the  same  -        .        -        •    366 
.  on  concorritog  with  the  Committlee  of  Elec- 
tions in  their  report  on  the- contested  elec- 
tion between  John  P.  H ungerford  and  Jno. 

Taliaferro 393 

OB  Mr^  Randolph's  motion  to  recommit  the 

report 894 

on  John  P.  Hungerford's  title  to  a  seat  •  395 
on  the  right  of  John  Taliaferro  to  the  same  395 
on  postponing  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  apportionment  bill  •  -  •  -  402 
on  concurring  in  the  same  -  •  >  -  412 
on   agreeing  to  the  first  resolution  of  the 

Committe«  of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  419 
on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relationa  -  -  645 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations    -        •    546 
on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  tesolu- 
tions  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions     --.----    547 
on  receding  from  disagreement  with   the 

Senate  on  the  apportionment  bill  -  -  558 
on  amending  the  sixth  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  -  564,  566 
on  agreeing  to  said  resolution  .  -  .  566 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 

the  existing  Military  Establishment  -  565 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  -  -  -  -  612 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -  •  -  617 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  691 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  postpone  the 

same  indefinitely 716 

on  receding  from  the  first  amendment  to  the  . 

same  -  -  -  •  •  -  -  717 
on  seceding  from  the  other  amendments  -  718 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army  in  making  roads,  dbc.  -  •  •  727 
on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteers     -  ^779, 

793,  799 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill  •  -  800 
on  fiUing  a  blank  in  the  navy  bill  -  988,  1000 
on  a  notion  to  amend  the  same,  999,  1002,  1003 
on  making  the  appn^priation  for  the  same 

for  three  years 1000 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  the  Military 

Establishment 1008 

on  amending  the  general  appropriation  biU  1010 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  militia  bill  •  •  1019 
on  the  pueege  of  said  bill  •  -  •  -  1081 
OB  the  final  peeMge  of  the  bill  for  defence  of 

maritime  frontier  -  -  •  -  •  1080 
OB  the  thfrd  reading  of  the  hill  for  relief  of 

infirm  and  diaablod  officers,  ^U,  •  -  1033 
OB  amending  the  bill  to  arm  the  mUitia»  1047,  1070 


Teas  and  Nays — continued.  Psge. 

on  reooQaidering  a  Tote  in  relation  to  said 

bill 1057 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  a  piovisioaal  army  1069 
on  the  previous  question  .  —  -  -  1<^ 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  arm  the 

militia im 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  loan  bill  -  -  1087 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •         -  1093 

on  the  iiesoltttions  to  increase  the  import 

duties 11« 

on  postponing  the  second  reeolotton  of  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*  -  -  IVi9 
on  agreeing  to  the  same  -  -  -  -  IIU 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  -  -  II II 
on  Uie  proposed  salt  Uz  -  1124,  1115^  IIH 
on  reconsidering  a  vote  -  -  -  -1121 
on  recommitting  the  report  aa  to  war  taxes  1145 
on  taxing  distillers  •  -  -  -  -  1U7 
on  taxing  retailers  of  wines,  dec.  -  -  1148 
on  taxing  sales  at  auction  -  -  -  -1148 
on  taxing  refined  sugar  -  -  -  -  114» 
on  taxing  pleasure  carriages  -  -  -  USe 
on  taxing  bank  and  other  notes  -  1150, 1151 

on  the  que^on  of  direct  tax       -         •        -  IISS 
on  allowing  deduction  to  such  States  as  as- 
sume to  pay,  dec  -        -        -         -       -1153 
on  the  time  when  said  taxes  shall  begin     -  115S 
on  the  continuance  of  the  same  for  a  year 

after  the  war  ^  -  .  -  -  II54 
on  all  the  tax  resolutions  together  -  -  1 15a 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  at  tbe 

Senate  to  the  bill  for  defence,  6lc  -  -  l\6l 
on  empowering  the  Committee  of  Forngn 

Relations  to  send  for  persons,  dbc  -  -  1135 
on  the  final  passsge  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

General  St  Clair 11» 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  passing  the  Dis- 
trict Court  bill HIT 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  United  States  Bank  act  -  1199 
on  amending  the  Mississippi  bill  -  -  1309 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  ItOI 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  itiS 
on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  Quartmasa- 

ter's  department    -        -  1«13, 1214, 1416 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admkLo«- 

isiana -  l**'' 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate'a  ancad- 

ment  of  the  District  Court  biU  -  •  1881 
on  a  motion  to  revise  the  penal  code  -  -  IS38 
on  tb^  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  ef 

William  Hubbell 1841 

on  the  question  of  exduding  N.  Roansavdl 

from  conveirsation  with  member*  while  in 
'    custody  of  the  Seigeant^at-Arma     -        -  USl 
on  amending  a  motion  to  diachaige  aaid 

Rounsavell 187* 

on  Uie  President's  objections  to  a  hill  -  1877 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  impoitB- 

tion  bUl 1313 

OB  the  resolution  respecting  reoesa  •  -  1315 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  LooisiaBa  Lead 

Company -  1318 

on  amending  the  bill  making  fiuiher  proris- 

ion  for  the  army 13^ 

on  amending  the  engineer  bill  -  -  1931, 188 
on  indefioite  postponement  of  the  same  -  lA' 
on  the  finil  passage  of  the  bill  makiBg  fiir- 

Iher  provision  for  the  army    -       •        -  1884 
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on  postponing-  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  1335, 

1842 
on  amending  the  same  ....  1336 
on  amending  the  general  appropriation  bill  1345 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  concerning  the 

Canary  Islands 1840 

on  the  first  clause  of  said  resolution  -  •  1360 
on  the  remainder  of  the  same  ...  1351 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  aulhormng 

Assistant  feSecretaries  of  War  ...  1376 
OB  postponing  the  petitwns  for  repeal  of  the 

embargo 1415,1419 

on  the  Senate  bill  giwating  annuity  to  Gen- 
eral St.  Clair 14S0 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  biU  to  incorporate 

the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria  -  1423 
on  adjourmng  from  Thursday  to  Monday  -  1428 
on  amending  the   bill  lor  relief  of  Anna 

Toong  .        «        -^      .        .        .        -  1480 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        •        -  1438 
on  postponing  the  report  relating  to  the  Ca- 
nary Islands 1438 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  i«lief  of 

General  Bu  Clair 1449 

on  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision        -  1466 
on  eonsidering  Mr.  Randolph's  anti-war  res- 
olution   1470 

on  Mr.  Pearson^s  resolution  regarding  enlist* 

ments  .  •  .  -  ...  -  .  1486 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  in  laTor  of  Amy 

Dardin 1488 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 
bill        .......  1509 

on  amending  the  bill  to  impose  additional 
duUes    ....  1514,  J515,  1630 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -  1531 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  non-importation  act         -        -  1534 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote       -  1542 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same     -   1543 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote    ...  1545 
on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course act      -----        -  1646 

on  postponing  the  several  bills  laying  war 

taxes 1658 

on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  ezportA- 

tions  of  munitions  of  war  -  -1560,1664 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  same  -  -  156S 
on  the  passage  of  the  same  ...  1670 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  theiast  vote  -  1672 
on  amending  the  bill  respecting  deferred 

stocks 1679,  1680 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  raise  vel- 

unteers 1680 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
deterred  stocks 1681 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 

Army 1681 

on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  ...  1682 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading  -  1683 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  1683 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  for 

volunteers      ......  1685 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  168ft 
on  the  previous  question    ....  159fr 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  embargo  bill  -  1696. 
on  the  day  for  reading  the  same  -  -  1697 
en-  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  •  1698. 
on  preserving  secrecy  with  respect  to  the 

additional  army  bill  ....  1699- 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        •  169^ 

on  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 

violations  of  secrecy  ....  ISOU 
on  indefinite  postponem^^nt  of  the  embargo 

bill        -        - 1612 

on  the  previous  question  -        -        -  1612 

on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision  •  1618 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  of  the 

Senate  to  the  embargo  bill  •  «•  -  1614 
on  the  question  of  secrecy  on  the  non-impor- 

taUon  bill 1617,  1620 

on  the  question  respecting  additional  briga- 

diera -        -  1619 

on  amending  the  non-importation  bill  1621,  1622 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  *  -  1628 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senate's 

amendments  to  the  sane  ...  1623 
on  referring  a  confidential  Message  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  -  .  -  .  1620 
on  removing  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from 

the  same        ....  1630,  1631 

on  rejecting  the  bill  declaring  war  -  -  1682 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  same  -  -  1633 
en  postponing  the  same  -  •  .  .  1636 
on  adjourning  during  discussion  of  the  same  1636 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -  1687 

on  expunging  from  the  Journal,  the  decla- 
ration of  Mr.  Poindexter  ...  1679 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  war  bill  ....  1680 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -  1680, 

1681,  1682 
on  the  question  of  secrecy  respecting  the 

oeoupation  of  Florida  ....  1088 
pn  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  •        -  1684 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Ridgely's  resolution  on 

the  same  ..-•*..  1686 
on  considering  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution 

relating  to  secrecy  ....  1698 

Young,  Anna,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  dtc.  1244 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1431 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1488 
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2366 


2227 


-  2364 

ir- 

-  2299 
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Additional  Daties,  an  act  for  imponng,  on  goods, 

wares,  dec,  imported      ....  2338 
Additional  Military  Force,  an  act  to  raiae  an     •  2229 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  an  -        -  2240 
an  act  snpplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an  2243 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an  2246 
an  act  in  addidon  to  the  act  to  raise  an      -  2266 
Ai&davits  and  Bail,  an  act  for  the  more  conve- 
nient taking  of,  dbe. 
Alien  Enemies,  an  act  supplementaiy  to  the  act 

concerning    .... 
Apportionment  of  Representatives,  an  act  for  the, 
among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  third  enumeration    - 
Armstrong,  John,  an  act  authorizing  the  8ecre« 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by 
Army  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the     -     '   - 
an  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of 

the 

an  act  concerning  the  pay  of  the        -        -  2367 
an  act  making  further  provision  for  the      -  2361 
Artificers,  an  act  for  organizing  a  Corps  of        -  2277 
Arts  and  Manu&ctures,  a  joint  resolution  on  the 

subject  of 2362 

B. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  act  repealing  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the 2266 

Btrbaiy  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the  act 
ftarther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the      -  2236 

Bonndaries,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig- 
nate certain 2307 

Brownstown,  an  act  to  authorize  the  surveying 

and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the  State     ' 

of  Ohio,  as  eontemplsted  by  the  Treaty  of, 

in  Michigan  Territory    ....  2226 

C. 

Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

meeting  of    -----        -  2367 

Connecticut,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  District  Courts  in  the  District  of       -  2236 

Cumberland  Road,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 

concerning 2293 


Detachment  from  the  Militia,  an  act  to  author- 
ize a      2967 

Detroit,  an  act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  pat* 

ents  for  land,  dec,  in  the  District  of       -  2273 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  authorizing  remis- 
sion of  forfeited  recognisance  within  the    2319 
an  act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the  -       -  2328 


District  of  Columbia-- continued.  p^ 

«n  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  pnvAt 
fi>r  a  mere  eflSectual  organization  of  th« 

Militia  of  the tOi 

an  act  oonfeiring  certain  powers  on  tbelBvy 

court  of  the  county  of  Washington  io  tW  !3<l 
an  act  .further  to  amend  tke  oharter  of  the 
City  of  Washington  in  the     -       -     •  !^ 
Documents,  an  act  to  authorize  the  tnttspoitt* 

taon  of  certain,  free  of  postage      -     .  KK 
Drawback,  an  aet  to  extend  the  time  of  export' 

ing  with  pri^lege  of      -       -      -     •  S3li 

E. 

Embargo,  an  act  laying  an,  on  all  ships  indTei- 
sels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  tbe  Uni* 
ted  States  for  a  limited  time  -      -     •  8C 

Enemies,  an  act  to  prohibit  American  vemb 

from  trading  with  -         -        -       -     •  UH 

Engineers,  an  aot  making  fiirther  proviaoii  far 

the  Corps  of  -        -       -       -     •  S!8t 

Entry  of  Vessels,  en  act  to  admitthe,  o&  certui 

conditions      -        -        -       -       •    •)3U 


First  District,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  fat  hold- 
ing the  Circuit  Court  of  the  -      -     •  S!Si 

Forfeited  Recognisances,  an  act  authoriang  n- 

mission  of,  within  the  District  of  Colonbii  W 


General  Land  Office,  an  act  for  the  eitiUii- 

ment  of  a      -        -        -        .      .     •  071 

General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office, said 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  far 
the  accommodstion  of  the       -      -    •  S5i 

Georgetown  Lancaster  School  Society,  u  id  to 

incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the     •     *  ^ 

Government,  an  act  making  approprittioni  for 

the  support  of        -         -        -      .     •  18tt 
an  act  making   additional   appropriition 
for,  &c  -        -        -        -      -     •  !2W 

Greenville,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Itying  nit 
and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  Imc 
esUblished  by  the  Treaty  of,  to  the  North 
Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio    -      -     •  289 

H. 

Humiliation  and  Prayer,  a  joint  resoIolioB  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  a  day  for  public  -     -  ^ 

L 
Indiana  Territory,  an  act  supplementaiy  to  the 

aet  for  dividing,  Ac       -        -       -      •  J315 
Invalid  Penaioners,  an  act  conoeming  -  ^ 

J. 
Jefbrson  College,  an  act  authorizing  the  Soere* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  locate  tbe  Isodi 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the,  in  Misusippi 
Territory *' 
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K.  Pagck 

Kukackit,  an  act  Ibr  the  reTimni  of  former  oon- 
^rmatidnsy  and  for,  oOBirming   oertain 
elaima  to  land  in  the  Dutriet  of     -        •  S237 
an  act  to  eitablish  a  land  district  in  tha  IW- 
noiaTarriloryeattofdwDiftrictotdco.   tMl 

L. 

Lallpri  of  Marqvoy  dtc.»  an  aet  oonoaming        -  3837 
Lery  Court,  an  act  conferring  certain  powers  on 
Uie,  of  Washingtim  county,  District  of 

CotwnUa Mil 

Library,  an  act  making  ftirther  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  a 222i 

a  joint  resolution  muting  permission  to  flie 
Judges  of  the  united  States  Courts  to 
have  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  -  -  8863 
Light-Houses,  an  act  to  autiiorise  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  purchase  of  Winslow 
Lewis  his  patent  right  to  an  improTement 
in  the  method  of  lighting  •  -  -2350 
Loan,  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  eleven  mil- 

tiona 9W$ 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        -  3360 
L«ilsiana,  an  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State 

o^  into  the  Union,  dec.  -        -        -        -  3364 

an  act  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of  -  3370 

an  act  granting  to  the  OoTornor  of,  and  his 
successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground  and 
building  thereon,  in  the  dty  of  New  Or- 
leans      3384 

an  act  for  ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to 
lands  in  that  j^rt  of  the  Territonr  of,  east 
of  the  rirer  Mississippi  and  Island  of  New 
Orleans 3376 

an  act  supplementaiy  to  the  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Sute  of,  into  the  Union    •  3309 

an  act  giring  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  western  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory, now  the  Sute  of   -       -       -       -  3344 

M. 

Maine,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  one 

of  the  district  courts,  in  the  district  of     -  3335 

Maritime  Frontier,  an  act  making  further  appro- 
priation for  defence  of  the       -        -        -  3351 
an  act  of  the  same  tenor  and  for  further  sup- 
port of  the  Navy    3385 

Maryland,  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the 

Legislature  of 3391 

Mason's  Island,  an  act  authorizing  the  cutting 
and  making  of  a  canal  around  the  west 
end  of  the  causeway  liom,  to  the  main 
land 3319 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the 3300 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  to  provide  for  de- 
signating, dec -  3393 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  to  complete  the 

existing 3337 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 

of  the 3339 

an  act  making  additional  appropriation  for 
the  existing,  and  Indiui  department        -  3387 

Militia,  an  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  3367 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  more  e£foctual  or- 
ganization of  the,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia   3388 


Page. 

Mississippi  Territory,  an  act  to  enlarge  the  bound- 
aries of 2298 

an  act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  found- 
ed on  British  and  Spanish  grants    •        -  2334 
an  act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  derived 
from  the  British  Government  of  West 

riorida 2353 

a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  assent  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  to  dividing,  into  two 
States 2263 

Missouri,  an  act  providing  for  the  government  of 

the  Territory  of 3310 

an  act  making  fartiier  provision  for  settling 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Territoiy  of  -        -  8816 
N. 

Naval  Establishment,  an  act  concerning  the      -  3261 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the        -        -  2242 

New  Orleans,  an  act  granting  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of,  ue  use  and  possession  of  a 
certain  lot  of  ground  in  said  dty     -        -  2262 

New  York,  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge  of  the  district  court, 
for  the  district  of 33S1 

North  Bend,  an  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  of  a  public  road  from  the  lint 
established  by  the  Tfeaty  of  Greenville  to 
the,  in  the  Stete  of  Ohio        -        -        -  3339 

North  Carolina^  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of 3334 

O. 

Old  Six  Per  Cent  and  Deferred  Stocks,  an  act  au- 
thorizing subscription  to  the,  and  provid- 
ing for  an  exchange  of  the  same    •        -  3859 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  dec,  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of       -        -        •  3330 
P. 

Pearl  River,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Commis- 
sioners west  of  the        ....  2351 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  3394 

Pre-emption,  an  act  allowing  further  time  for 
completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands 
held  by  right  of,  in  Mississippi  Territory  3336 

President /»ro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  com- 
pensate for  his  services,  tiie    -        -        -  3354 

Prisoners  of  War,  an  act  for  the  safe-keeping  and 

accommodation  of  -        -        -        -        -  3364 

Public  Buildings,  an  act  making  appropriations  to 
discharge  all  outstanding  claims  for  work 
done  on  the,  and  to  compensate  the  Su- 
perintendent  3846 

Public  Grounds,  an  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of 
years,  any  of  the,  in  the  dty  of  Washing- 
ton         3345 

Public  Lands,  an  act  giving  fbrther  time  to  pur- 
chasers of  the,  northwest  of  Ohio  river    -  3375 
an  aot  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        -  3358 

Q. 

Quartermaster's  Department,  an  act  to  establish  a  3357 
an  act  to  amend  the  foregoing    •       •       •  3808 
R. 
Rangers,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies 
of,  dec. 3338 
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an  act  Bapplementary  to  the  foregoing        -  2346 
an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  expenaes 

incident  to  iaid S838 

Refugeea,  an  act  concerning  ....  2274 
ReTerted  Lands,  an  act  directing  the  terms  on 

which,  shall  again  be  sold  ...  2224 
RaToIutionary  War,  an  act  to  provide  for  persona 

disabled  in  the 2281 

8. 

Salaries,  an  act  to  continoe  in  force,  for  a  limited 

time,  the  act  concerning  ...  2276 
Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  to  authoriae  the  d^art- 

ure  of,  in  certain  casts  ....  2281 
Specie,  dtc.,  an  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  2269 
Steamboats,  an  act  respecting  the  enrolling  and 

licensing  of 2253 

Stock,  an  act  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  •  -  2340 
Soffirage,  an  act  to  extend  the  right  of,  in  Ulinois 

Territory 2307 


Territory  of  Orleans,  an  act  extending  the  time 

for  opening  the  sereral  land  offices  in  the  2226 


Tetritory  of  Orleans^-oontinued.  Pige. 

an  act  giviiig  Inrtfaer  time  for  regiitsrinK 

claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of  the  2US 
an  act  of  the  same  tenor  for  the  eastern  dii- 

trictofthe rm 

Tntsoiy  Notes,  an  act  authorising  the  issuing  of  2335 

U. 
UraoUne  Nuns,  an  act  to  aathoriie  the  Secrettiy 

of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  -      -m 

V. 
Venezuela,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  dtiuof  of  ttii 
Virginia  Military  Bounty  Landa,  an  act  concern- 
ing       -        -        -         -        -       •      -J333 
Volunteer  Military  Corps,  an  act  authoriang  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  tccept 

certain - 1235 

aa  act  aupplementary  to  the  forgoing      -  2363 

W. 

Wabash,  an  act  for  the  nlief  of  the  officen  lod 
soldiers  who  ser? ed  in  die  late  caaiptigii 
on  the  ...----  IM 
War,  an  act  declaring,  with  Great  Britain  -      •  2322 
Waahington,  an  act  further  to  amend  the  ekn^ 

tar  of  the  City  of ^ 
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